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PREFACE 


Exactly  a  third  of  a  century  ago,  in  the  year  1864,  the  publishers  of  this 

edition  of  Chaucer  brought  out  their  *  Globe '  edition  of  Shakespeare,  and 

it  was  their  desire  from  the  outset  that  it  should  be  followed  with  as  little 

delay  as  possible  by  a  similar  edition  of  the  works  of  the  greatest  of 

his    predecessors.      The   *  Globe '   Shakespeare  had  been  made    possible 

by  the  previous  publication  of  the  splendid  *  Cambridge  *  edition,  in  which 

everything  that   industry  and  scholarship  could  effect  had  been  done  to 

obtain    a    trustworthy  text.      It    was  naturally,   therefore,   to    Cambridge 

that    Mr.  Alexander   Macmillan   turned  for  an  edition    of  Chaucer,   and 

in  January  1864  he  wrote  to  Henry  Bradshaw,  from  whose  Memoir  by 

Mr.  G.  W.  Prothero  I  am  quoting,^  to  ask  him  *to  join  Mr.  Earle  and 

Mr.  Aldis  Wright  in  editing  a  **  Library  "  edition  of  Chaucer's  works.'      It  is 

clear  that  this  *  Library'  edition  was  proposed  mainly  to  settle  the  text  for  a 

*  Globe '  edition,  and  it  seems  almost  immediately  to  have  been  arranged  that 

the  Clarendon   Press,  with  which  Mr.  Macmillan  had  intimate  relations, 

should  have  the  honour  of  publishing  the  *  Library '  edition,  and  that  the 

text  should  afterwards  be  used  for   the  *  Globe.' 2     In  March   1866   Mr. 

Macmillan    could  write  to  Bradshaw  of  his  delight  at  hearing  that   *  the 

great  Chaucer'  was  in  *so  prosperous  a  condition,'  and  of  his  willingness 

to  wait  for  the  *  Globe '  edition  till  after  its  completion  ;  but  a  year  or  two 

later,  Mr.  Prothero  tells  us,  it  became  apparent  that  the  prospect  of  a  large 

edition  was  becoming  very  uncertain,  and   the   idea  of  the  independent 

poblication  of  a  *  Globe '  Chaucer  was  revived.      1 870  brought  a  new  scheme, 

Professor  Earle  retiring  from  the  task  and  Bradshaw  undertaking  to  edit 

*  A  Memoir  of  Henry  Bradshaw,  Fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  and 
University  Librarian.  By  G.  W.  Prothero ( London :  Kegan  Paul,  Trench  and  Co. ,  t888), 
page  108. 

•  This  seems  the  most  probable  explanation  of  the  apparent  discrepancy  between  Mr. 
Prochero's  precise  statement  already  quoted  and  his  subsequent  remark  (p.  223)  that 
*lhe  standard  edition  of  Chaucer,  to  range  with  that  of  Shakespeare,*  was  undertaken 
in  1864  hy  Professor  Earle,  with  Mr.  Aldis  Wright  and  Mr.  Bradshaw  as  collaborators. 
for  the  Clarendon  Press. 


ihe  '  Library'  edition  for  the  Clarendon  Press,  with  Mr.  Aidis  Wright  ar 
Professor  Skeat  as  his  collaborators,  and  twcnly-four  years  afterwards  ih 
idea  bore  fruit  in  the  noble  'Oxford  Chaucer'  edited  by  Professor  Skes 
to  which  it  is  a.  pleasure  lo  the  present  editors  to  doff  their  caps.  But  i 
the  seventies  Chaucer  had  still  to  stand  waiting.  The  'Globe'  edition,  a 
Mr.  Prothero  remarks,  fared  no  better  than  the  '  Library '  one.  '  Froti 
lime  to  time  Mr.  Macmiljan  and  Dr.  Furnivall  stirred  Bradshaw  up,  but  1i 
no  purpose.  At  length,  in  1879,  it  was  suggested  that  Bradshaw  aaf 
Furnivall  should  do  the  edition  together,  and  Bradshaw  assented,  ITiej 
yol  as  far  as  discussinj;  the  title-page,  on  which  Bradshaw  wanted  hs 
partner's  name  lo  stand  first  ;  some  specimen  pages  were  put  in  t)!*' 
and  there  the  matter  ended.  In  Februarj'  1B86  Bradshaw  died, 
having  done  for  Chaucer  what  he  had  done  for  many  other  subjects- 
marked  out  the  lines  on  which  alone  good  work  could  be  done,  ad 
communicated  lo  others  something  of  his  own  enthusiasm.  That  so  nrati 
of  his  learning  should  have  died  with  him,  is  a  calamity  which  Chaucer 
students  have  lo  regret  in  common  with  philologists,  bibliographers,  aoi 
antiquaries  of  every  kind.  In  December  1887,  with  the  lightheartednw 
of  his  inextinguishable  youth.  Dr.  Furnivall  invited  the  present  writer  " 
become  his  collaborator,  and  an  agreement  with  the  Messrs.  MacmilLu 
was  duly  signed  by  us  both,  embracing  both  a  '  Library '  and  a  '  Clobtl 
edition.  Bui,  as  1  have  already  written,  'the  giant  in  the  partnersbil 
had  been  used  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  to  doing,  for  nothing,  all  the  hui 
work  for  other  people,'  and,  like   Bradshaw,  'could  not  spare  from  Ini 
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iiiunj;  in  ihc  Engiisli  language  fur  which  Oxford  offered  far  fewer 
.  i"'rtunities  when  I  «as  an  uodergraduate  than  it  does  noiv.  ll  is 
L'.iiit  to  me  to  know  ihftl  iwo  of  my  collaborators  have  completed  this 
<i'::<ig  ai  (he  feci  of  those  clisiin),'uished  forei^jn  scholars.  Ten  Brink  and 
.;if.'3;  Ur,  Heath  and  myself,  like  Chancer,  are  Londoners;  Professor 
'■  '-onitick  is  a  successor  of  the  Scottish  poets  and  students  who  in  the 
'■»ih  cmtuty  did  so  niuch  foj'  Chaucer's  honour;  and  Profi;sscir  Liddcll  is 
\riierican  just  called  to  the  Chair  of  English  Literature  in  the  University 
I'.xu.  Thus  in  this  popular  edition  of  Chaucer,  which,  mainly  through 
'leady  persistence  of  the  publishers,  now  sees  the  light  a  third  of  n 
■uiy  after  its  first  proposal,  the  final  workers  may  al  least  claim  that 
,  leprcscnl,  however  inadequately,  all  the  dilTerent  countries  in  which 
'  rivourilG  poet  has  been  especially  loved  and  studied. 
In  the  division  of  labour  which  Itas  thus  been  effected  I  have  myself  n 
ii^.d  responsible  for  the  Canterbury  Tales,  the  Ligemif  o/Uood  Won 
Mussary,  and  the  General  Introduction;  Professor  Liddell  hns  takej 
/V<v<if,  the  Treatisf  on  the  Astrelahe,  and  the  Roniaunt  of  tlie  Rose; 
:-5sor  McCorttiick,  Troilui  nnii Criuyde ;  Dr.  Heath,  the //ca.v  fl/' /■((»«(■, 
. .  tuHt  of  h'ouUSt  and  all  the  shorter  pieces.  Each  editor  is  responsible 
lis  mm  wrork  and  for  that  only,  and  in  some  minor  matters,  as  will  be  ^ 
1  nfd,  ive  h.ivc  each  gone  our  own  way.  In  the  main  esscntiid,  hoii|»_ 
',  *e  have  been  from  the  first  in  entire  agreement,  for  we  all  bcljev 
_;  la  the  present  sta^e  of  our  knowledge  the  most  conscnnlive  trcatmen^^ 
•ja\  with  the  necessities  of  common  sense  and  the  known  rules  rf- ' 
ge,  is  also  the  best.  We  have  endeavoured,  therefore,  as 
I  may  be,  to  pnxltice  texts  which  shall  offer  an  accurate  refiection  of 
"i.  or  group  of  MSS.  which  critical  investigation  has  shown  to  be  the 
h  only  such  emendation  upon  the  evidence  of  other  manuscripts  as 
dabtnlatclynecessary,  and  with  the  utmost  parsimony  of 'conjecture.' 
S  Oi  variaijt  readings  have  been  ^ireatly  curtailed  by  consideration 
[,  bat  we  have  endeavoured  to  record  most  of  those  which  have  any 
r  metrical  importance,  and  1  think  I  may  say  that  i 
,  luHsbly  in  the  lioeee,  Troilus,  and  Ifoiis  of  Famt,  a  real  3te| 
I  h.is  been  taken  towards  a  thoroughly  critical  text.     As  regard 

B  agrec^d  in  nur  dislike  to  any  attempt  at  a  uniform  ortlKbfl 
ihy  determined   by   philological   considerations.      In   the   present   i 
nr    knowledge   any    such    attempt    must    come    perilously    near 
Irami!    oor   tram    crotchets   in   place   of  the   old  scribes'   habits'   w 
\  Bndatiaw  once  deprecated  in  editions  of  mcdiicval  Latin,  and  which 
M  htilc    to   bo  desired  as   it   is   diOicalt   to  carry   ouL       At   ihe   same 
1^  «ery  maauscnpl  has  its  percentage  of  clerical  errors  or  unusually 
friltm  (ofiiw,  and  tii  reproduce  these  in  a  popuUr  edition  woulil  be  ii 
r  case  nbsuni.  in  the  Litter  more  or  less  undesirable.      Thus,  whil 
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have  all  adopted  the  modem  usage  of  ti  and  i;  i  and  j,  in  other  in;rt!' 
each  editor  hna  used  his  own  judgment  as  lo  the  exicni  of  iilter.i' 
necessary,  and  has  explained  what  he  has  done  in  his  introductory  renin  i ' 
With  our  common  belief  that  the  difficulties  raised  by  variations  of  sjit!! 
have  been  absurdly  exaggerated,  and  our  knowledge  of  how  the  balan>' 
advantage  shifts  with  every  change  of  manuscripts,  we  see  no  reason 
regret  that  while  in  some  cases  a  few  uncouth  forms  have  been  left  in  i«i 
that  it  might  be  understood  that  the  text  is  taken,  with  only  spe^ii . 
alterations,  from  a  given  manuscript,  in  other  instances  it  has  seemed  .< 
visaltle  to  do  more  to  conciliate  the  eye  of  a  modem  reader.  Where  m- 
alierations  have  been  made,  forms  found  in  the  Ellesmere  MS.  o(  ■: 
Canterbury  Tales  have  been  adopted. 

Our  refusal  to  reduce  the  spelling  of  the  manuscripts  to  a  dead  leiel 
philological  correctness — were  this  attainable^ has  compelled  us  to  use 
unobtrusive  dot  to  indicate  when  the  letter  e  is  to  be  fully  sounded.  Ti, 
is  the  less  lo  be  regretted  as  Chaucer's  usage  in  this  respect  is  not  qi.: 
so  rigidly  uniform  as  it  is  sometimes  represented,  and  few  readers  will 
inclined  to  grumble  at  this  help  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  offtt 
modestly  as  possible. 

As  regards  the  order  in  which  Chaucer's  works  are  printed  in  iliis  ediii' 
the  Cnnlerbury  Tales  have  been  placed  first,  a  precedence  which  >■ 
assigned  them  in  all  the  old  editions,  and  which  is  now  further  justifinl  ' 
our  knowledge  that  they  include  some  "f  the  poet's  earliest  work,  as  i\i 
as  much  of  his  latest.  The  other  pieces  are  arranged,  to  the  best  of  ii 
ability,  in  their  chronological  order,  the  Minor  Poems  being  roughly  group) 
together  as  Earlier  and  Later. 

There  is  one  last  word  which  1  should  like  to  add.  The  appearanc^ 
this  '  Globe '  edition,  so  soon  after  the  Oxford  Ckaueer  and  the  SitiAm 
Chaucer,  which  we  owe  to  Professor  Skeat,  may  perhaps  seem  superflH 
and  even  intrusive.  Against  such  a  criticism  the  fact  that  the  puU^f 
have  contemplnied  this  edition  since  1 864,  while  the  present  writer  1^| 
it  in  1887,  these  being  personal  mailers,  would  be  no  good  defence,  H 
1  think  the  case  for  the  present  book  can  be  put  on  higher  grounct^^ 
this.  I  am  so  good  a  Chaucer-lover  as  lo  hope  that  in  the  near  fului^| 
^tudent  may  have  not  merely  two  teits  from  «hich  to  choose,  but  t^k 
So  long  as  each  editor  does  his  work  afresh,  each  new  attfl 
Ht  Add  something  to  the  common  stock.  Where  independent  cxafl 
B  of  the  materials  gaihered  by  the  Chaucer  Society,  or  still  unpr^^ 
■iia5  led  10  different  results,  the  best  te)!t  will  in  the  end  survive  ;  whe^| 
results  are  the  same,  every  fresh  witness  adds  to  the  authority  of  thc^| 
In  some  cases  the  texts  formed  by  my  colleagues  appear  to  me  lo  ia|^^ 
more  adventurous  course  ;  but.  for  m>-self,  the  results  I  have  to  sb^| 
[jiny  own  collations  must  set  me  ([uoting  : —  S 
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For  wel  I  wot,  that  ye  han  her-biforne 
Of  makynge  ropen  and  lad  awey  the  come, 
And  I  come  after  glenynge  here  and  there. 
And  am  fiil  glad  if  I  may  finde  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  ye  han  left. 

I  hope  that,  more  especially  in  the  Legende^  some  three  or  four  of  such 
*goodIy  words'  may  be  found,  but  in  editing   both   this  poem  and   the 
Canterbury  Tales,  and  even  more  in  the  tedious  task  of  compiling  a  glossar>', 
my  admiration  for  the  thoroughness  and  precision  of  my  predecessor  has 
been  continually  increased.     But  if  some  future  editor  can  find  new  manu- 
scripts or  overlooked  readings  helpful  to  a  better  text,  I  am  sure  that  Dr. 
Skeat  will  join  me  in  congratulating  him  on  his  good  luck. 


ALFRED  W.   POLLARD. 


CONTENTS 


The  Canterbury  Tales  (xxv)* — 

A.  The  Prologue 
Knight's  Tale 
Miller's  Tale . 
Reeve's  Talc . 
Cook's  Tale  . 

B.  Man  of  Law's  Talc 
Shipman's  Tale 
Prioress's  Tale 
Chaucer's  Tale  of  Sir  Thopas 
Chaucer's  Tale  of  Melibeus 
Monk's  Tale  . 
Nun's  Priest's  Tale 

C.  Doctor's  Tale 
Pardoner's  Tale  ' 

D.  VTife  of  Bath's  Prologue 
Wife  of  Bath's  Tale 
Friar's  Tale   . 
Summoner's  Tale   . 

E.  Clerk  of  Oxford's  Talc 
Merchant's  Tale 

F.  Squire's  Tale 
Franklin's  Tale 

G.  Second  Nun's  Talc 
Canon's  Yeoman's  Talc 

H.  Manciple's  Tale 

L  Parson's  Tale 

Here  taketh  the  Makere  of  this 
Book  his  Leve 

Eakuek  Minor  Poems — 

The     I>the     of     Blaunchc     the 
Docbesse  (xxxii) 

The  Coniple3mte  unto  Pite  (xxxv) . 

Chaucer's  ABC  (xxxiv) 

The  Complejniite  of  Mars  (xxxvi) . 

A  Compleynte  to  his  Lady  (xxxvii) 


PAGE 

I 

'3 

44 

53 

59 

63 

79 

85 

89 

92 

120 

132 

141 

147 

154 
166 

172 
178 
x86 
203 
219 
228 

239 
250 

261 

265 

310 


3" 
326 

327 
329 
334 


33^'> 
341 


438 

558 
558 


FACE 

Earlier  Minor  Poems,  contifiueJ — 

The  Compleynte  of  Faire  Anclida 
and  False  Arcite  (xxxvii)  . 

The  Parlement  of  Foules  (xxxix) 
BoECE  (xl)     .... 
Troilus  and  Criseyde  (xli) . 

Chaucer's  Words    unto  Adam 

HIS  OWNE  SCRYVEYNE  (xlili) 

The  Hous  of  Fame  (xliii) 

The  Legende  of  Good  Women  (xKj  585 

Later  Minor  Poems — 
To  Rosemounde  (xlvi) 
The  Former  Age  (xlvii) 
Fortune  (xlvii) 
Truth  (xlvii) 
Gentilesse  (xlviii) 
Lak  of  Stedfastnesse  (xlix)    . 
Lenvoy  de  Chaucer  a  Scogan  (1) 
Th^  Compleynt  of  Venus  (1 ) 
X^nvoy  de  Chaucer  a  Bukton  (li) 

Th^^mpleynt  of  Chaucer  to  hi 

PifhiC^) 
Proverbe  of  Chaucer  (Hi) 

Doubtful  Minor  Poems— 
Merciles  Beaute  (Hi) 
Balade  ( '  Madame,  for  your  ncwc 
fangclnesse')  (Hi) 

Compleynt  Damours  (Hii) 
Balade  of  Compleynte  (liii)  . 
Balade  that  Chaucier  made  (liii) 

A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe  (liii)   638 

The  Romaunt  of  the  Rose  (Hv)  .     659 


627 
627 
628 
630 
630 
630 

(•31 
632 

^33 

^>34 
^34 

^34 

<^35 
^^35 

(>37 


Glossary 


745 


*  The  bracketed  references  in  Roman  numerals  are  to  the  page;»  of  the  Introduction  wltich 

concern  the  poem. 


•  • 


INTRODUCTION  xvil 


Imowledge  is  the  little  Lewis,  for  whom  he  compiled  a  treatise  on  the  Astrolabe, 
olcolated  for  the  yeai4l39i,  when  the  boy  was  ten  years  old. 

In  1369,  the  year  after  his  promotion  to  be  an  esquire,  Chaucer  took  part  in  the 
war  in  France.  We  know  this  from  the  record  of  a  loan  of  ;^io  advanced  to  him  by 
A  certain  Henry  de  Wakefield,  but  the  record  tells  us  nothing  else.  In  1370  Chaucer 
vas  abroad  on  the  King's  service,  and  obtained  letters  of  protection  from  creditors 
till  Michaelmas,  when  he  returned  and  received  his  pension  on  8th  October.  He 
received  his  pension  with  his  own  hands  in  1371  and  1372,  but  we  know  nothing  of 
bis  doings  until  12th  November  of  the  latter  year,  when  he  was  joined  in  a  commission 
with  two  citizens  of  Genoa  to  treat  with  the  Duke,  citizens,  and  merchants  of  that 
place  for  the  choice  of  some  port  in  England  where  Genoese  merchants  might  settle 
«nd  trade.  For  his  expenses  he  was  allowed  an  advance  of  a  hundred  marks,  and  a 
fothcr  sum  of  thirty-eight  marks  was  paid  after  his  return,  which  took  place  before 
22iKi  November  1373,  when  he  received  his  pension  in  person. 

After  his  return  from  Genoa  Chaucer's  affairs  prospered  greatly.  On  St.  (je(;rge's 
^y  ^74  t^c  King,  then  at  Windsor,  granted  him  a  pitcher  of  wine  daily.  He 
rweived  money  in  lieu  of  this  in  1377,  and  the  next  year  it  was  commuted  for  a 
second  pension  of  twenty  marks.  In  May  1374  he  leased  from  the  Corporation  of 
london  the  dwelling-house  over  the  gate  of  Aldgate.  In  June  he  was  appointed 
Comptroller  of  the  Customs  and  Subsidy  of  Wools,  Skins,  and  tanned  Hides  in  the 
I'ort  of  London,  with  the  obligation  to  keep  the  records  of  his  office  with  his  own 
fcand,  and  to  l>e  continually  present.  On  the  13th  of  the  same  month  John  of  daunt 
pinted  a  pension  oi  £\o  to  Chaucer  and  his  wife  for  good  services  rendered  by  them 
*to  the  said  Duke,  his  Consort,  and  his  mother  the  Queen.'  *  In  1375  two  wardships 
Were  granted  Chaucer,  one  of  which,  that  of  Edward  Staplegate  of  Kent,  subsequently 
fcrought  him  in  ;f  104.  In  1376  the  King  made  him  a  grant  of  £*j\  14:6,  the  price 
«f  some  wool  forfeited  at  the  Customs  for  non-payment  of  duty ;  and  just  before 
Oifistmas  he  received  ten  marks  as  his  wages,  as  one  of  the  retinue  of  Sir  John 
Barley,  on  some  secret  service.  In  1377  he  went  to  Flanders  with  Sir  Thomas  Percy 
CO  another  secret  mission,  and  later  in  the  same  year  was  engaged  in  France,  probably 
with  the  King's  ambassadors,  who  were  then  negotiating  a  peace. 

Edward  III.'s  death  on  2 1st  June  1377  caused  no  interruption  in  Chaucer's 
prosperity.  Early  in  the  next  year  he  protsibly  took  part  in  a  second  embassy  to 
France,  to  negotiate  a  marriage  between  Richard  II.  (then  twelve  years  old)  and  a 
dughter  of  the  French  king.  In  May  1378,  again,  we  find  him  preparing  to 
icoompony  Sir  Edward  Berkeley  on  a  mission  to  Lombardy,  there  to  treat  on  military 
■atters  with  Bemabo  Visconti,  Lord  of  Milan,  and  with  the  English  free-lance,  Sir 
John  Hawkwood.  He  obtained  the  usual  letters  of  protection,  and  appointed  two 
friends,  Richard  Forrester  and  the  poet  Gower,  his  agents  during  his  absence.  The 
urears  of  his  pension  (;f  20),  with  an  advance  of  two  marks  on  the  current  quarter,  were 
paid  him,  and  on  28th  May  he  received  one  hundred  marks  for  his  wages  and  ex{x;nses 
luring  his  mission.  Of  the  mission  itself  we  know  nothing,  but  we  find  Chaucer  at 
tome  again  on  3rd  February  1379,  when  he  drew  his  arrears  of  pension  for  the  time 
le  had  been  absent. 

As  £eir  as  we  know,  with  this  journey  to  Lombardy  Chaucer's  career  as  a  diplo- 
ntist  came  to  an  end,  and  for  the  next  five  years  or  so  we  must  picture  him  as 
tCending  to  his  duties  as  Comptroller  of  the  Customs  and  Subsidies,  receiving  his 

I  A  pennon  c^tbe  sainc  amount  had  been  previously  granted  by  the  Duke  to  Philipi>a  Cli.iucer  on 
nil  Aogntt  1373?  iukI  it  is  possible  that  the  1374  pension  was  only  a  re-grant  of  this  made  out  in  tlie 
of  husband  and  wife. 
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own  and  his  wife's  pensions  at  irregular  intervals,  and  probably  dunning  the  Trcasnr 
for  Czz  due  to  him  for  his  last  French  mission,  until  in  March  138 1  it  was  final!; 
paid.*  On  three  successive  New  Year's  Days  (1380-82)  his  wife  was  presented  wd 
a  silver  gilt  cup  and  cover  by  the  Duke  of  Lancaster,  and  in  May  1382  Chaucer  him 
self  was  appointed  to  an  additional  Comptrollership,  that  of  the  Petty  Customs  of  thi 
Port  of  London,  with  leave  to  exercise  his  office  by  deputy.  In  February  1 385  th 
same  privil^e  was  allowed  him  in  regard  to  his  old  Comptrollership,  after  he  \m 
been  granted  a  month's  leave  of  absence  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  Ii 
October  1 386  he  sat  in  the  Parliament  at  Westminster  as  one  of  the  Knights  of  thr 
Shire  for^Kent,  and  on  the  1 5th  of  the  same  month  gave  evidence  in  favour  of  Low 
Scrope  in  the  suit  between  him  and  Sir  Robert  Grosvenor  as  to  the  right  to  a  certaii 
c*>at  of  arms,  which  he  swore  that  he  had  constantly  seen  Henry  le  Scrope  bearing  ii 
the  campaign  before  *  Retters '  seven-and-twenty  years  previously.  That  campaign  \d 
ended  for  Chaucer  himself  in  a  short  imprisonment,  but  since  his  ransom  by  Edwin 
in.  he  had  enjoyed,  as  far  as  we  can  tell,  an  uninterrupted  career  of  prosperity,  wit! 
a  considerable  income  from  his  pension  and  official  employments,  and  with  hi 
various  diplomatic  missions  to  increase  his  knowledge  of  the  world. 

To  no  small  extent  Chaucer's  good  fortune  was  due  to  the  favour  of  his  patm 
John  of  Gaunt,  and  now  the  latter  had  left  England  in  the  spring  of  1386  ti 
prosecute  his  claims  to  the  throne  of  Castile.  The  Parliament  in  which  Chaucer  h* 
sat  had  demanded  a  change  in  the  royal  advisers,  and  though  the  King  at  fiis 
resisted,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  was  too  strong  for  him.  A  Board  of  eleven  wi 
appointee!  to  overlook  the  royal  household  and  treasury,  and  Chaucer,  who  belongei 
to  the  King's  party,  lost  both  his  Comptrollerships,  his  successors  in  them  bdn 
nominated  in  December.  Shortly  before  this  he  must  have  given  up  his  house* 
Aldgate,  for  in  October  of  this  year  it  was  let  to  another  tenant,  and  we  have « 
knowledge  where  the  poet  lived  during  the  next  thirteen  years.  Some  time  in  di 
second  half  of  1387  it  is  probable  that  he  lost  his  wife,  for  there  is  no  record  of  ai| 
payment  of  her  pension  after  midsummer  in  that  year.  By  May  1 388  he  must  h«« 
been  in  serious  financial  straits,  for  we  find  him  assigning  both  his  pensions  {i.e.  tljl 
original  pension  of  twenty  marks  and  the  twenty  marks  allowed  him  instead  of  !■ 
pitcher  of  wine)  to  a  certain  John  Scalby,  who  presumably  gave  him  a  lump  sum  il 
exchange  for  them.  Exactly  a  year  later  (May  1389)  the  King  dismissed  Glouccrti 
and  the  other  Lords  Appellant  from  his  counsels,  and  declared  his  determinatioa  * 
longer  to  live  under  governance,  and  with  the  return  of  John  of  Gaunt  to  English 
Chaucer,  no  doubt,  hoped  for  better  times.  A  brief  spell  of  prosperity  came  to  himlj 
his  appointment  on  the  12th  July  1389  to  be  Clerk  of  the  King's  Works  at  the  Pah* 
of  Westminster,  the  Tower  of  London,  and  various  royal  manors,  at  a  salary  of  W 
shillings  a  day,  with  power  to  employ  a  deputy.  A  year  later  he  was  ordered  •( 
procure  workmen  and  materials  for  the  repair  of  St.  George's  Chapel,  Windsor,  i* 
was  paid  the  costs  of  putting  up  scaffolds  in  Smithfield  for  the  King  and  Queen  toU 

*  These  years,  otherwise  apparently  uneventful,  were  broken  by  one  unpleasant  incident,  for  «•« 
May  1380  a  certain  Cecilia  de  Chaumpaigne  executed  an  absolute  release  to  Chaucer  frott" 
liability  de  vieo  raf>tu.  Quite  recently,  Mr.  Reginald  R.  Sharpe  has  printed  in  the  Athcntrum^ 
14th  August  i8c)7  extracts  from  the  Rolls  of  Pleas  and  Memoranda  at  the  Guildhall,  which  shoir^ 
on  26th  June  in  the  same  year  i^Bo  Cecilia  Chaumpaigne  executed  a  general  release  'radol 
cuiuscunque  cause  a  principio  mundi,' to  Richard  Goodchild  'cotcler  'and  John  Grove  *  armurer,'fl 
that  on  the  same  day  Goodchild  and  Grove  executed  a  similar  release  to  Chaucer.  On  the  and  ofd 
next  month  (Jrove  gave  Cecilia  Chaumpaigne  a  recognisance  for  /^lo  to  be  paid  at  Michaelmas,  «S« 
duly  done.  Mr.  Sharpe  suggests  that  the  C^o  may  have  been  paid  to  the  lady  by  Grove  on  Chaoos 
account,  but  I  do  not  agree  as  to  this.  Unfortunately  the  interpretation  most  favourable  to  tbefN 
pjipt«  »ft  hi&  having  been  accessory  to  some  such  attempt  on  Cecilia  dc  Chaumpaigne  as  the  SUN 
har"  lunst  his  own  father. 
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the  jousts  in  May.  In  the  intervening  March  he  had  been  named,  with  five  others, 
IS  a  commissioner  for  the  repair  of  the  roadways  on  the  banks  of  the  river  between 
Greenwich  and  Woolwich,  but  by  the  summer  of  1391  he  had  lost  both  his  lucrative 
clerkships,  though  he  received  various  payments  in  connection  with  them  as  late 

»  1393. 

Even  these  short  two  years  of  renewed  prosperity  were  marked  by  at  least  one 

unpleasant  incident,  for  on  6th  September  1390  Chaucer,  by  a  strange  misfortune,  was 
robbed  twice  on  the  same  day  by  members  of  the  same  gang  of  highwaymen — the 
first  time  at  Westminster  of  if  10,  the  second  at  Hatcham,  near  the  *foul  oak,'  of 
;f9 : 3  : 8.  The  money  was  not  his  own,  but  the  King's,  and  was  forgiven  him  by 
writ  on  6th  January  1 391.  One  of  the  gang  turned  *  approver'  or  informer  against 
the  rest ;  but  being  challenged  to  a  wager  by  battle  and  defeated,  was  himself  hanged, 
a  fate  which  seems  eventually  to  have  befallen  most  of  his  comrades. 

After  the  loss  of  his  clerkships  Chaucer's  means  of  subsistence,  so  far  as  we  have 
certain  knowledge  of  them,^  were  reduced  to  the  proceeds  of  his  commission crship  of 
the  roadway  between  Greenwich  and  Woolwich.      From  one  of  these  places,  probably 
in  1393,  he  wrote  to  his  friend  Scogan,  as  one  *at  the  streme's  hede  Of  grace,  of  alle 
honour  and  of  worthynesse '  (/>.  the  Court  at  Windsor),  a  humorous  poem  which 
ended  with  the  serious  request  *  mynde  thy  frend  ther  it  may  fructifye,'  and  it  was 
possibly  at  Scogan's  request  that  Richard  II.  came  to  Chaucer's  relief  with  a  grant  of 
a  new  pension  of  ;f  20  a  year  for  life.     During  the  next  few  years  we  find  the  poet 
frequently  obtaining  loans  from  the  Treasury  in  advance  of  his  pension,  and  on  two 
occasions  these  loans  are  as  small  as  6s.  8d.  {£^  modern  \'alue).     In  May  1398  he 
obtained  fi-om  the  King  letters  of  protection  against  enemies  suing  him,  and  the  pro- 
tection was  needed,  for  we  know  that  just  at  this  time  he  was  being  sued  for  a  debt 
of  a  little  over  ;fi4,  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  year's  pension.     In  October  of  this 
year  Richard  grantefl  him  a  tun  of  wine  yearly  in  answer  to  a  petition  which  seems 
to  have  b^ged  it  somewhat  pitifully  *for  the  sake  of  God  and  as  a  work  of  charity.' 
A  few  months  later  the  King  himself  was  deposed.     To  Chaucer,  however,  as  a 
follower  of  John  of  Gaunt,  the  change  was  only  that  from  a  good  friend  to  a  better, 
fcf  a  poem  entitled  a  CompUynt  to  his  PurSy  addressed  to  Henry  IV.,  elicited  in 
October  1399  a  fresh  pension  of  forty  marks  in  addition  to  the  ;f20  granted  by 
'  Richard  II.     Thus  assisted,  Chaucer,  on  24th  December,  took  a  lease  of  a  tenement 
in  the  garden  of  St.  Mary's  Chapel,  Westminster,  for  no  less  than  fifty-three  years. 
He  drew  an  instalment  of  one  pension  on  21st  February  1400,  and  ;^5  on  account  of 
wothcr  on  5th  June,  by  the  hands  of  a  friend.     On  25th  October,  just  ten  months 
\  •f^  he  had  taken  his  long  lease,  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Benet's  Chajx^l,  in 
:  Westminster  Abbey,  where  his  grave  has  since  Ix^en  surrounded  by  those  of  many 
■  ^tter  poets. 

The  fiict  that  Chaucer  was  a  servant  of  the  Crown,  and  the  care  with  wliich  the 
poblic  records  of  this  period  have  been  preserved,  enable  us  to  trace  the  poet's 
external  or  business  life  with  a  certainty  and  particularity  in  strong  contrast  with  the 
fttlc  we  know  of  the  lives  of  most  of  the  men  of  letters  of  the  next  two  centuries. 
The  additional  information  which  we  can  glean  from  his  jx)ems  is  for  the  most  part 

*  Between  June  1390  and  June  1391  a  Geoffrey  Chaucer  was  appointed  Forester  of  North  Petherton 
hrik,  in  Sofnerset«htre.  The  post  was  in  the  gift  of  the  descendants  of  Chaucer's  first  patroness,  the 
Conten  (^  Ulster,  hut  even  with  this  to  help  us,  it  is  haraly  safe  to  assume  the  identity  of  the  forester 
tad  the  poet.  The  fact  that  in  1416*17  a  Thomas  Chaucer  was  appointed  to  the  same  post  certainly 
ion  not  carry  us  anv  farther,  even  if  we  believe  that  the  lliomas  who  assumed  the  Roet  arms  wns  the 
poet's  coo.     In  the  fourteenth  century  Chaucer  or  Le  Chaucer  (the  shoemaker)  was  not  an  uncommon 
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vague  and  uncertain.  The  first  of  his  works  which  we  can  date,  the  Boke  of  tki 
Dtuhesse  (an  allegorical  lament  for  the  death  of  John  of  Gaunt's  first  wife,  Blanche 
of  Lancaster,  who  died  in  1369),  contains  an  allusion  to  an  eight  years'  sickness 
which  has  caused  much  conjecture.  Nature,  he  writes,  will  not  suffer  a  man  to  live 
without  sleep  and  in  sorrow. 

And  I  ne  may,  no  nyght  ne  morwe, 
Slepe ;  and  this  melancolye 
And  drede  I  have  for  to  dye, 
Defaute  of  slepe  and  hevynesse, 
Hath  sle3m  my  spirit  of  quyknesse 
That  I  have  lost  al  lustihede. 
Suche  fantasyes  been  in  myn  hede 
So  I  noot  what  is  best  to  do. 

But  men  myghte  axe  me  why  so 
I  may  not  slepe,  and  what  me  is  ? 
But  nathdless,  who  aske  this 
Leseth  his  asking  trewely. 
My  selven  can  not  telle  why 
The  sothe  ;  but  trewely,  as  I  gesse. 
I  holde  hit  ben  a  siknesse 
That  I  have  suffred  this  eight  yere, 
And  yet  my  boote  is  never  the  nere ; 
For  ther  is  phisicien  but  oon 
That  may  me  hele  ;  but  that  is  doon. 
Passe  we  over  until  eft ; 
That  wil  not  be,  moot  nede  be  left. 

It  is  usual  to  join  with  this  passage  Tht  Compleynte  unto  PUe^  or,  as  it  is  other* 
wise  called,  The  Exclamacion  of  the  Dcth  of  Pite^  a  fine  but  rather  artificial  poenii 
in  which  Chaucer  tells  us  how,  when  he  ran  to  b^  pity  to  avenge  him  on  crudtjt 
*  I  fond  hir  deed  and  buried  in  an  herte.'  If,  however,  we  are  to  search  for  auto* 
biography  in  Chaucer's  love-poems,  A  Compleynte  to  his  Lady  (pp.  334-336),  which 
is  even  more  artificial  than  the  Pite,  contains  some  for  more  explicit  phrases  as  to  t 
hopeless  love,  and  its  ill  effects  in  melancholy  and  loss  of  sleep.  Part  of  this  poett 
is  in  Urza  rinuit  and  for  this  and  other  reasons  it  seems  impossible  to  assign  it  to  S9 
early  a  date  as  1369.  If  we  separate  these  two  poems  from  the  passage  in  the  B^ 
of  the  Duchesse^  we  are  left  without  any  clue  to  the  meaning  of  the  allusion  to  tht 
eight  years'  *  sickness '  and  the  one  *  physician  *  who  could  heal  it.  It  is  possible 
thai  the  'sickness,*  which  seems  to  have  been  mysterious  to  Chaucer  himself  (*iii^ 
selven  can  not  telle  why*),  may  have  been  nothing  more  definite  than  the  vagll 
melancholy  and  unrest  apt  to  beset  young  poets  when  they  do  not  see  their  way  cleift 
and  in  that  case  the  physician  may  be  the  *  great  physician,'  God.  It  is  possible  abB 
that  the  allusion  is  to  a  love  unrequited,  and  perhaps  unrequitable.  It  is  idle  Id 
speculate.  All  we  know  is  that  any  passion  which  Chaucer  may  have  felt  left  biit 
little  trace  on  his  verse,  except  possibly  in  the  beauty  and  purity  of  the  fine  passage 
on  the  relations  of  lover  and  mistress  in  the  Boke  of  the  Duchesse  itself.  Save  ia 
this  one  piece  Chaucer's  contributions  to  English  love-poetry  may  almost  be  called 
insignificant. 

If  we  should  be  cautious  in  accepting  any  theory  of  an  unrequited  love  upon  too 
slender  evidence,  we  should  be  no  less  careful   to  avoid  the  exaggeration  which    \ 
interprets  the  conventional  satire  whicli  Chaucer  in  his  later  poems  directs  agaimt 
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women  as  a  proof  th^t  the  poet's  relations  with  his  wife  Philippa  were  unhappy.  If 
read  as  the  work  of  any  other  fourteenth  century  writer  would  be  read,  there  is  nothing 
in  Chaucer's  poetry  on  which  to  rest  such  a  theory,  and  it  is  even  possible  to  contend 
that  if  we  compare  the  poems  written  during  his  wife's  lifetime  with  those  generally 
assigned  to  the  period  aAer  its  close,  we  have  some  grdUnd  for  believing  that  her 
death  removed  a  moral  influence  which  had  previously  made  itself  felt.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  are  tempted  to  conjecture  that  it  was  the  influence  of  the  exclamoiselle 
of  the  bed-chamber  which  kept  Chaucer  so  long  occupied  with  the  iashionable 
artificial  poetry  of  the  day,  and  that  this  may  have  been  one  of  the  causes  of  his 
abnormally  late  poetic  development. 

To  pass  to  matters  of  more  certainty,  we  find  in  the  Boke  of  the  Duchcsse  an 
illustration  from  the  side  of  his  poetry  of  Chaucer's  relation  with  John  of  Gaunt,  while 
in  the  two  prologues  to  the  Legendi  of  Good  Women  we  see  him  intending  lo  present 
his  book  to  the  Queen,  to  whose  patronage  of  him  we  have  no  external  allusions. 
Lastly,  we  may  note  the  well-known  passages  in  the  IIous  of  Fame  (ii.  139-152)  and 
Ugende  of  Good  Women  (29-50),  in  which  the  poet  alludes  to  his  studious  habits  and 
love  of  flowers,  and  the  remarks  of  the  Host  in  the  Canterbury  Tales  (B.  1884- 1894) 
when  he  calls  upon  him  for  his  story.  These  give  us  a  picture  of  Chaucer  as  he 
imagined  that  other  men  would  sec  him,  and  we  have  a  notable  additional  help 
towards  realising  his  appearance  in  the  well-known  portrait  which  his  follower, 
Thomas  Hoccleve,  caused  to  be  painted  on  one  of  the  leaves  of  his  own  Regement 
of  Princes y  now  Harleian  MS.  4866  in  the  British  Museum.  Dr.  Furnivall's 
description  and  comments  on  this  portrait  bring  out  its  qualities  so  well  that  we 
cannot  do  better  than  quote  them.  *  The  face,'  he  says,  *  is  wise  and  tender,  full 
of  a  sweet  and  kindly  sadness  at  first  sight,  but  with  much  bonhomie  in  it  on  a 
iuitber  look,  and  with  deep-set,  far-looking  grey  eyes.  Not  the  face  of  a  very  old 
man,  a  totterer,  but  of  one  with  work  in  him  yet,  looking  kindly,  thougli  seriously, 
oat  on  the  world  before  him.  Unluckily  ^e  parted  grey  moustache  and  the 
vermilion  above  and  below  the  lips  render  it  difiicult  to  catch  the  expression  of  the 
month ;  but  the  lips  seem  parted,  as  if  to  speak.  Two  tufts  of  white  beard  arc 
OQ  the  chin  ;  and  a  fringe  of  white  hair  shows  from  under  the  black  hood.  One 
feeb  one  would  like  to  go  to  such  a  man  when  one  was  in  trouble,  and  hear  his 
wise  and  tender  speech.'  Other  portraits  exist,  but  they  are  less  carefully  drawn. 
They  serve,  however,  by  their  general  resemblance  to  show  us  that  the  one  which 
we  owe  to  the  piety  of  Hoccleve  is  no  mere  fancy  sketch. 

The  foregoing  account  of  Chaucer's  career  has  been  based  entirely  on  authentic 
feooids,  without  any  turning  aside  to  notice  the  many  fanciful  statements  alj<nit  him, 
Qow  known  to  be  folse.  A  full  account  of  these  will  be  found  in  tlie  interesting 
chapter  entitled  *  the  Chaucer  Legend '  in  Professor  T.  K.  Lounsbury's  Studies  in 
Oumcer^  to  another  chapter  in  which '  students  may  be  referred  for  an  account  of 
the  books  which  we  know,  from  his  use  of  them  in  his  works,  that  Chaucer  must 
have  lead.  That  from  our  bic^raphical  sketch  all  mention  of  the  ]X)et's  works  has 
been  so  rigorously  excluded  is  mainly  due  to  the  frict  that,  although  the  se<{uencc 
of  most  of  these  is  now  well  established,  by  evidence  which  I  have  epitomised  in 
■y  Chaucer  Primer  (pp.  36-60),  only  in  a  few  cases  can  we  be  absolutely  sure  of 
the  jrear  in  which  any  given  poem  was  begun  or  ended.  In  the  case,  indeed,  of 
many  of  the  poems  we  cannot  even  fix  the  date  within  five  years,  and  it  therefore 

1  VoL  L  ppL  199-934. 

•  VoL  ii.  t69>4«6.    A  brief  sketch  of  the  same  subject  will  I*  found  in  my  Chaucer  Prliut-r,  pi>. 
35«36u    Piofcwor  Louasbury  seems  to  me  a  little  unduly  hard  on  Chaucer's  inaccuiucy  s^  ;x  vdvo\;xx. 
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seemed  impossible  to  introduce  references  to  his  poetry  into  an  account  of  the  poet^ 
external  life,  of  which  most  of  the  details  we  have  are  so  singularly  precise.  The 
generalisation  which  has  been  accepted  of  recent  years  that  Chaucer  in  the  earlieit 
stage  of  his  career  as  a  poet  was  subject  only  to  the  influences  of  French  moddii 
that  he  subsequently  transferred  his  allegiance  from  Machault  and  Guillaume  <te 
Ix>rris  to  Dante,  Petrarch,  and  Boccaccio,  and  finally  became  his  own  master  and 
ilevelojicd  an  *  English '  style  all  his  own, — such  a  generalisation  as  this  may  pis 
muster  well  enough,  but  when  we  attempt  to  define  the  years  within  which  these 
stages  were  accomplished  difficulties  spring  up  on  every  side. 

The  date  1 369  as  that  of  the  composition  of  the  Soke  of  the  Duchcsse  is,  if  not 
really  a  landmark,  at  least  solid  ground,  but  one  of  the  few  questions  of  sequence 
still  undecided  is  as  to  on  which  side  of  the  Bokc  of  the  Dtuhesse  we  should  place 
the  translation  of  the  Romaunt  of  the  Rose^  the  A  B  C,  and  the  Pite. 

Again,  it  is  usual  to  date  Chaucer's  '  Italian  period '  from  his  Genoa  mission  of 
1372-1373,  but  if  we  except  a  few  lines  in  the  invocation  before  the  legend  of  St. 
Cecilia,  which  have  the  appearance  of  being  translated  from  Dante  (they  may  be  t 
later  addition  or  derived  from  a  common  original),  we  have  no  real  pro(^  thai 
Chaucer  was  possessed  of  any  Italian  books  until  his  Milan  mission  of  1 378- 1 379,  or 
indeed  that  he  could  read  Italian  until  this  date.^ 

Once  more,  though  we  have  good  reason  for  believing  that  the  plan  of  the 
Canterbury  Tales  took  shaj^  about  the  years  1 386- 1 388,  we  have  no  clue  whatever 
to  the  number  of  years  during  which  Chaucer  continued  writing  them.  The 
authenticity  of  the  Retraction  at  the  end  of  the  Tales  has  been  doubted,  but  with 
the  distinct  forecast  of  it  given  in  the  conclusion  of  the  Troilus^  the  doubts  seem 
themselves  indefensible.  It  is  possible  that  the  unfinished  treatise  on  the  Astrolabe, 
compiled  in  139 1,  practically  marks  the  end  of  the  Tales,  It  is  possible,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  poet  continued  writing  them  almost  to  the  last,  though  in 
this  case,  as  he  would  hardly  have  abstained  from  publication  during  so  mafl^ 
years,  it  is  probable  that  we  should  have  had  a  distinct  group  of  manuscriptSi 
containing  only  a  portion  of  the  extant  series,  put  into  circulation  before  the 
rest  were  written.  But  questions  of  this  kind  are  never  likely  to  be  settled,  a»l 
they  are  alluded  to  here  chiefly  to  show  how  impossible  it  is  to  bring  the  two  sides 
of  Chaucer's  life  into  as  close  connection  as  we  could  wish. 

When  we  turn  from  the  attempt  to  fix  the  precise  date  of  the  beginning  Of 
completion  of  any  given  poem  to  trace  the  development  of  Chaucer's  genius  0* 
task  becomes  much  easier.  At  first  sight,  indeed,  it  may  seem  that  here  we  tf* 
merely  arguing  in  a  circle,  deducing  results  from  an  arrangement  especially  contrived 
to  produce  them.  But  the  sequence  of  Chaucer's  poems,  though  in  the  early  dif* 
of  the  Chaucer  Society  it  was  mapped  out  largely  by  this  very  test  of  developmciiti 
has  since  been  confirmed  by  a  variety  of  other  tests,  and  is  strongly  supported  bf 
every  approximation  to  a  precise  date  which  we  have  attained.  Thus  Chaucert 
gradual  growth  in  ix)etic  freedom  and  power  is  a  real  fact,  and,  as  a  fact,  is  worth 
studying.  And  at  the  outset  we  may  note  the  strong  probability  that  he  started  •• 
a  poet  comparatively  late  in  life.  He  himself  went  to  school  before  the  fashioo  of 
construing  I^tin  into  French  and  not  into  English  had  been  abandoned,  and  it  ■ 
probable  that  in  the  early  years  of  his  service  at  Court  poetry  in  English  would  sdfl 

^  The  story  of  Griselda,  which  is  generally  and  rightly  regarded  as  written  soon  after  the  fini 
Italian  mission,  was  translated,  not  from  the  vernacular  version  of  Boccaccio,  but  from  the  Latin o( 
Petrarch.  I'he  sections,  again,  of  the  Monk's  TeUe^  which  are  usually  regarded  as  early,  are  takfll 
from  a  Latin,  not  an  Italian,  work,  the  De  Casiius  rirarum  et  Muliemm  Illi*stnum  of  Boccacciu 
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looked  down  on,  as  a  little  vulgar  or,  at  least,  unfashionable, 
haucer  did  begin  to  write,  whether  it  was  with  his  translation 
la  Rose,  or  with  the  lost  Boke  of  the  leoun  (almost  certainly  a 
illaurae  Machault's  Dii  dii  Lion)}  or  with  the  ABC  trans- 
me  de  Deguilleville,  or  with  the  Bokc  of  the  Duchesse^  in  which, 
le  (not  very  important)  direct  borrowings  from  Machault  and  the 

the  form  of  the  whole  poem  is  French, — whichever  of  these  works 
regard  as  the  earliest,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Chaucer  was  at 
der  the  P>ench  influences  which  we  may  presume  to  have  been 
ourt,  and  which  indeed  were  the  only  ones  then  open  to  him. 
•  should  we  say  the  two  ?)  extant  works  we  see  that  even  in  these 
nticeship  Chaucer's  verse  is  full  of  music,  but  that  he  will  con- 
x)r  padding  when  he  is  translating  and  has  to  fill  out  his  stanza. 
'.e  Duchesse  he  is  throughout  conventional,  even  his  often  praised 
ight's  lady  lacking  the  individuality  which  in  later  years  he  would 
I  far  fewer  touches  and  less  piling  up  of  pretty  adjectives.  Yet 
ntions  the  Boke  of  the  Duchesse  has  a  certain  charm  in  it,  quite 
hing  in  Chaucer's  later  work.  He  writes  as  the  timid  lover,  who 
afar  off";  and  it  is  noticeable  how  in  the  three  next  poems  which 
()  him,  the  Lyf  of  Seint  Cecyle^  the  story  of  Griselde  and  the  story 
laughter  Constance  (see  below.  Introduction  to  Canterbury  Tales), 
takes  as  his  heroines  personified  virtues  whom  he  certainly  never 
as  living  women.  All  these  poems,  it  should  be  noted  again,  are 
tic  and  religious,  though  the  religious  feeling  in  them  is  eminently 
ee  in  their  present  form  (more  especially  the  story  of  Constance, 

Lawes  Tale)  show  marks  of  revision  at  a  later  date.  But  the 
casyllabic  seven-line  stanza  instead  of  the  octosyllabic  couplet,  and 
y  from  French  influences  to  a  more  straightforward  method  of 
ve  marked  them  from  the  beginning. 

ible  for  Chaucer  to  remain  long  content  with  these  graceful  and 
jnreal,  personifications  of  religious  zeal,  patience,  and  constancy, 
d   1379  was,   if  not   the  busiest,  certainly  the  most  adventurous 

the  period  when  he  was  moving  about  and  seeing  much  of  men 
«  becoming  acquainted  with  a  new  world  of  literature.  The  second 
rec  poems  we  have  mentioned  show  that  he  had  already  learnt  his 
r  a  servile  translator,  unhappy  how  to  fill  out  a  verse  when  his 
By  this  time  he  was  ready  to  improve  on  the  author  he  followed, 
s  of  his  own,  some  of  which  show  the  first  traces  of  his  sly  humour, 

s  mentioned  in  the  Retraction^  already  alluded  to,  found  in  many  manuscripU 
Us.  Other  lost  works  are  Origcnes  upon  the  Maudeleyn^  i.e.  a  translation  of 
r>'  Magdalene,  falsely  attributed  to  Origen,  and  the  Wrecched  Engendrine  0/ 
inn  of  Innocent  III.'s  treatise  De  Miseria  Conditionis  kuntan/e.  ^  Both  these 
ProloRue  to  the  Lef^ende  o/Cood  Women,  though  the  latter  only  in  the  earlier 
rndf,  II.  414-450),  with  that  in  the  Rf traction,  and  a  passage  in  the  Prologue 
•cs  Tale  (H,  57-89),  mentions  all  Chaucer's  more  important  works.  Others 
dgate,  or  have  been  preserved  in  the  writing  of  Chaucer's  younger  contemporary 
456),  or  are  ascribed  to  the  poet  in  good  manuscripts.  A  severely  tabular 
ence  for  the  authenticity  of  each  poem  will  be  found  in  my  Chaucer  Primer 
Iso  I  have  epitomised  (appendix,  f  85)  the  evidence  in  which  .vari' us  poems  at 
ttributed  to  Chaucer  are  now  known  not  to  be  by  him.  ^  For  a  fuller  discussion 
IS  pieces,  see  I^unsbury's  Studies  in  Chaucer  (vol.  i.)  and  more  especially 
able  supplement  to  his  six-volume  edition  of  Chaucer,  entitled  Chaucerian  and 
3n  Press,  1897). 
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and  strengthening  the  web  of  his  poetry  with  thoughts  and  reflections  culled  wherever 
he  could  find  them.      His  prose  translation  of  Boethius  and  his  study  of  Dante  now 
came  to  help  this  reflective  vein,  and  on  the  other  hand  he  had  made  acquaintance 
with  two  of  Boccaccio's  masterpieces,  not  the  DecamerofUy  which  it  is  probable  he 
never  knew,  but  the  Teseide  and  the  FUosirato.     The  story  of  Palamon  and  Ardtc, 
which,  after  at    least  one  recasting,  has  come  down  to  us  as  the  Knightes  Tak^ 
represents  his  work  on  the  Teseide^  and  Troilus  and  Criseyde  that  on  the  HlostraU^ 
and  these  two  splendid  poems,  full  of  all  the  colour  of  mediaeval  chivalry  and  love  and    i 
thought,  relieved  ever  and  anon  with  subtle  touches  of  humour,  are  the  striking 
achievements  of  his  middle  periwl.     In  the  ParUmefU  of  FotiUs^  written  in  1382,  he 
returns,  to  please  the  Court,  to  the  French  models  of  his  earlier  days,  only  to  show 
how  far  he  had  progressed  since  the  Boke  of  the  Duchesse  of  thirteen  years  earlier. 
In  the  Hous  of  Fame  he  is  much  less  happy.     I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Dr. 
Heath  is  right  in  his  conjecture  (see  his  Introduction  to  the  poem)  that  Books  L 
and    ii.    were   separated   from   Book   iii.    by   some   interval,   but   the  poem   raises    | 
many  difficulties,  some  of  which  we  are  not  likely  ever  to  solve.      Perhaps  it  is  not    j 
amiss  to  remark  here  that  Chaucer,  though  one  of  the  world's  great  story-tellers,  is  not    j 
remarkable  for  inventiveness.     Probably  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  his  plots  are  borrowed,    j 
and  in  the  fourteenth  century  books  from  which  he  could  borrow  were  not  easily  come   i 
at.     He  had  brought  back  the  Teseide  and  Fthstrato  from  one  of  his  visits  to  Italy, 
and  perhaps  had  strained  his  purse  to  do  it ;  but  when  he  had  used  them  he  wis 
thrown  back  on  the  rather  jejune  material  he  could  find  in  the  books  around  him. 
At  an  earlier  period  he  had  probably  been  driven  by  some  such  straits  to  compile  the    ^ 
ilreary  tragedies  of  misfortune  which  we  know  as  the  Mofikes  Tale.     In  the  first  two 
Books  of  the  Hous  of  Fame  we  find  him  narrating  or  alluding  to  almost  all  the 
tragedies  of  hapless  love  which  he  soon  set  hmiself  to  tell,  till  he  wearied  of  them,  in 
the  Li'i^ende  of  Good  Womai.     The  third  Book  of  the  Fame  is  in  quite  a  different  stylcj 
cast  in  Chaucer's  happy  discursive  vein,  and  only  ^ling  for  lack  of  a  climax.     In  the 
I^^f^endc  it  is  the  Prologue,  in  its  two  drafts,  which-  gives  him  his  opportunity.     (X 
the  nine  stories  of  loving  women  which  he  had  patience  to  complete,  only  the  first  three 
(those  of  Cleopatra,  Thisbe,  and  Dido)  arc  in  any  way  worthy  of  him. 

The  Legende  of  Good  Women  was  perforce  abandoned  because  of  its  deadly  and 
inevitable  monotony,  and  it  was  perhaps  Chaucer's  sense  that  this  monotony  must  be 
avoided  at  all  costs  that  caused  him  to  conceive  the  plan  of  the  Canterbury  T'oles,  «■ 
which  diversity,  the  exchange  of  stories  between  gentle  and  simple,  bookmen  and  the 
bookless,  the  religious  and  the  irreligious,  is  the  very  essence.  Once  more  the  scheB* 
was  left  unfinished,  but  in  this  case  there  is  little  to  regret.  If  indeed  Chaucer  hi^ 
been  in  the  mood,  he  might  have  described  the  adventures  of  the  pilgrims  at  Canttf* 
bury,  and  the  final  supper  at  the  Tabcrd  on  their  return  to  Southwark,  with  all  the 
richness  of  humour  which  marks  the  General  Prologue  or  that  of  the  Wife  of  Bath. 
But  there  is  some  gain  in  being  left  with  the  picture  of  the  pilgrims  as  still  journeying 
along  the  Kentish  roads,  and  as  for  the  Tales^  they  run  the  whole  length  of  the  gamfti 
and  seem  to  leave  no  note  wanting.  As  is  generally  agreed,  some  of  the  tales  of  the 
gentle  folk  had  probably  been  written  at  earlier  dates,  and  had  now  only  to  be  revised 
and  fitted  into  their  places,  but  his  scheme  gave  Chaucer  an  excuse  for  displaying  the 
same  mastery  in  the  broad  humours  of  narration  as  he  had  shown  in  his  Troilus  and 
Knightes  Tale  in  the  fields  of  romance.  It  is  too  true  that  several  of  these  tales 
must  be  reckoned  among  those  which,  as  the  Retraction  phrases  it,  *  sounen  into  sin,* 
but  it  is  as  unfair  to  take  them  too  seriously  as  it  would  be  to  expose  the  essential 
immorality  of  most  fairy-tales,  and  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  extraordinary 
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skfll  with  which  the  tales  of  the  Miller,  Reeve,  and  Summoner,  no  less  than  the 
gentler  humours  of  that  of  the  Nun's  Priest,  are  set  forth. 

Along  with  their  many  masterpieces  of  liumour  and  romance,  ihc  Canterbury 
Tales  contain  some  poorer  stories,  the  very  feeble  version  of  the  death  of  Mrgiiiia,  for 
instance,  and  the  Manciple's  tale  of  Phoebus  and  the  Crow,  and  it  is  not  easy  ti)  tell 
whether  these  represent  earlier  work  foisted  into  the  cycle,  or  whether  wc  have  here 
the  fruits  of  Chaucer's  failing  ixjwers.  It  needs  some  acquaintance  with  the  workings 
of  the  mediaeval  mind  to  imagine  how,  at  any  period  of  his  career,  he  could  have  cared 
to  set  forth  the  weariful  prose  discourses  of  E^mc  Prudence.  The  Parson's  sermon, 
long  as  it  is,  is  much  more  endurable,  and  though  nobody  is  likely,  cxceju  for  profes- 
sional reasons,  to  read  it  through,  as  I  have  done,  at  least  six  times,  the  task  is  not  so 
repellent  as  might  l)e  imagined.  The  prose  treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  written  for  little 
Lewis  Chaucer  in  1 391,  though  only  a  tenth  of  its  length,  is  much  more  formidable. 
But  in  all  his  prose  work  Chaucer  is  merely  as  any  other  fourteenth  century  writer, 
without  a  touch  of  the  grace  and  humour  with  which  his  poems  are  fdled.  As  a  jwet 
he  needs  to-day  no  one  to  praise  him.  He  has  been  praised  already,  wisely  and  well, 
by  many  clever  writers.  All  that  is  now  needed  is  that  the  praise  shall  no  longer  Ije 
taken  contentedly  on  tnist,  but  that  his  poems,  which  in  their  freshness  and  restfulness 
must  in  this  century  have  more  power  of  pleasure-giving  than  ever  before,  should  Ix; 
allowed  to  speak  for  themselves  to  ears  no  longer  deaf. 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES 

(Alfred  W.  Pollard) 

The  Canterbury  Tales  are  given  the  place  of  honour  in  this  edition  ]iartly  c)ut  of 
deference  to  a  time-honoured  precedent,  which  might  fairly  claim  some  weight  even 
against  the  chronological  arrangement  which  commends  itself  to  modern  scholarship, 
but  partly  also  because  their  assignment  to  any  other  position  would  l)e  misleading. 
In  addition  to  two  long  treatises  in  prose  they  contain  some  18,000  lines  of  verse, 
and  it  is  quite  certain  that  not  all  of  these  18,000  lines  sprang  from  Qiaucer's  brain 
after  he  had  conceived  the  plan  which  was  to  link  together  this  wonderful  medley. 
That  one,  at  least,  of  the  tales  was  written  at  an  earlier  period  of  his  career  we  have 
dear  evidence.  In  the  Prologue  to  the  Lcgende  of  Good  Women  wc  find  the  Second 
Nuf^s  Tale  already  alluded  to  as  the  Lyf  of  Seinl  CecyU^  and  in  its  introduction 
the  narrator  is  made  to  s|)eak  as  an  '  unworthy  sone  of  Eve  '  (1.  60)  instead  of  as  a 
woman,  and  to  address  those  *  that  reden  that  I  write '  (1.  78)  instead  of  the  listeners 
to  a  tale  told  along  the  highway  to  Canterbury.  Again,  with  our  suspicions  thus 
aroused,  we  note  Chaucer*s  distinct  statement  that  he  learnt  the  story  of  (irisilde  at 
Padua  of  *Fraunceys  Petrak,'  who  died  in  1374,  and  whom  the  Knglish  iK)ei  may 
have  met  on  his  Genoa  mission  of  1373,  when  Petrarch  was  living  at  Arqua,  near 
Padua.  Chaucer  was  not  so  well  off  for  subjects  for  it  to  be  probaljle  that  if  he 
leamt  this  story  from  Petrarch  in  1373  he  would  have  left  it  unused  for  a  do/en 
years  or  more,  and  there  is  a  general  agreement  in  the  belief  that  he  wrote  his 
English  version  of  Petrarch's  Latin  shortly  after  his  return  to  England.  In  the 
Monies  Tale^  again,  the  wearisome  tragedies  fall  into  two  distinct  groups,  one  of  twelve 
stories  of  old  time,  derived  from  the  Bible,  Boccaccio's  De  Casibus  Virorum  et 
FemiMorum  lllustrium  and  De  Claris  Mulieribus^  and  tlie  Roman  de  la  Rose  ;  the 
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other,  of  five  modern  instances,  mostly  very  briefly  treated,  and  one  of  them  recording 
the  death  of  Bernabo  Visconti,  Lord  of  Milan,  which  occurred  as  late  as  1385.  One 
of  the  modern  stories,  that  of  Ugolino  of  Pisa,  is  partly  taken  from  Dante,  and  is 
strikingly  better  than  all  the  rest.  In  the  early  stories,  though  the  verse  is  good 
enough,  the  treatment  is  often  careless  and  unsympathetic,  and  Chaucer  was  clearly 
not  interested  in  them.  It  cannot  be  said  dogmatically  that  they  show  early  work, 
but  it  seems  probable  that  at  some  time  towards  the  close  of  the  decade  1369- 1 379 
(to  which,  it  must  be  remembered,  there  is  strikingly  little  of  his  poetry  which  can 
be  positively  assigned)  Chaucer  began  a  poem  on  the  same  plan  as  that  afterwards 
adopted  by  his  follower  Lydgate  in  his  Falls  of  Princes^  and  then  abandoned  it 
till  the  need  came  to  suit  the  Monk  with  an  unexpected  but  appropriate  theme, 
when  it  was  revised  and  enlarged.  The  Man  of  Lawes  Talcy  once  more  a  curiously 
inappropriate  one,  is  cast  in  the  same  seven-line  stanza  as  the  Seint  Cecyle  and  the 
i!risiUt\  and  from  its  subject,  style,  and  tone  appears  to  have  been  written  towards 
the  close  of  the  same  period.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Prioresses  Tale  of  the  little 
chorister,  though  it  goes  back  in  feeling  to  this  earlier  j^eriod,  is  clearly  written 
after  the  conception  of  the  plan  of  the  Canterlntry  Tales^  as  is  proved  by  the  *  quod 
she'  with  which  the  narration  is  interrupted  (B  1644),  while  its  ripe  and  mature 
beauty  fully  agrees  with  this  evidence. 

Whether  any  of  the  other  Tales — all  of  which,  except  the  Sir  Thopas  parody, 
are  written  in  heretic  couplets — ^should  l>e  assigned  to  a  date  earlier  than  the  immortal 
General  Trologue,  is  a  point  much  more  difficult  to  determine.  Outside  the 
Canterbury  Talcs  the  only  extant  poem  in  which  Chaucer  used  the  heroic  couplet 
is  the  Le;:^emle  of  Gooil  lyomen^  and  as  this  certainly  preceded  the  Canterbury  TaUs 
as  a  whole,  there  is  a  general  inclination  to  regard  this  as  Chaucer's  first  essay  in 
the  cou|)let,  rather  than  to  give  any  individual  Tale  precedence  over  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  an  allusion  in  the  already  oft -quoted  list  of  Chaucer's  works  in 
the  Lt'i^cndc  to  a  poem  enshrining 

Al  the  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcyte 

Of  Thebes,  thogh  the  story  is  knowen  lyte. 

It  is  (lifHcult  to  believe  that  the  reference  here  is  to  the  fragment  of  Queen  Anelida 
and  Fals  Anyte  which  has  come  down  to  us,  as  it  ought  to  point  to  a  poem  which 
kept  much  more  closely  to  the  loves  of  the  two  knights  as  narrated  in  the  Teseide. 
Our  natural  inclination  would  therefore  be  to  identify  this  poem  with  the  KnighUs 
Tale,  as  we  now  have  it,  but  the  ingenuity  of  Chaucer^s  commentators  hiis  discovered 
that  there  are  ten  seven -line  stanzas  translated  from  the  Teseide  in  Anelida  and 
Anyte,  sixteen  in  the  ParlemefU  of  Foules,  and  three  in  Troilus  and  Criseydt, 
Hence  has  arisen  a  theory  that  in  addition  to  the  Anelida  and  the  Knightes  Tak 
Chaucer  composed  a  more  literal  translation  of  the  Teseide  in  seven -line  stanzas, 
subsequently  withdrew  it  from  circulation,  and  used  some  of  his  old  material  in  later 
ix)cms.  Ingenious  as  this  theory  is,  the  supposition  of  the  writing  and  suppression  of 
a  iwcm,  necessarily  of  considerable  length,  is  no  light  matter,  and  if  Chaucer  really 
wrote  such  a  poem  and  subsequently  used  fragments  of  it  in  other  works  it  is 
extraordinary  that  he  should  have  called  attention  to  a  tale  thus  cruelly  treated  by 
an  entirely  gratuitous  reference  in  the  Legefuie,  As  for  the  fragments  of  the  Teseidi 
found  in  the  three  seven-line  poems,  there  is  a  parallel  instance,  of  the  nearly  simul* 
taneous  use  of  the  same  material  in  two  different  metres,  in  the  story  of  Dido  and 
yKneas,  which  we  find  first  in  the  octosyllabic  couplets  of  the  Hous  of  Fanu^  and 
aj^ain  in  the  decasyllabic  couplets  of  the  Legende  of  Good  Women,     On  the  wholci 
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and  with  all  deference  to  the  great  authority  of  the  scholars  who  have  held  the 
opposite  view,  it  seems  best  to  regard  the  theory  of  a  lost  seven -line  version  of 
Palamon  and  Arcyte  as  a  needless  hypothesis.  If  this  be  so,  the  reference  in  the 
Ltgend  must  be  almost  certainly  to  the  KnighUs  Tale^  and  this  fine  poem  is  thus 
broogbt  back  nearer  to  the  period  of  the  Troiiits,  with  which  it  is  so  closely  allied 
in  style  and  temper. 

If  the  Knightes  7aie  is  thus  brought  back,  other  Talcs,  notably  those  of  the 
Franklin  (one  of  Chaucer's  great  successes)  and  the  Squire,  may  perhaps  come  with 
it,  and  we  need  not  hesitate,  on  the  score  of  their  metre,  to  relegate  such  poor  work 
as  the  story  of  Appius  and  Virginia  as  told  by  the  Doctor  of  Phisik,  and  the  Slanciple's 
tale  of  Apollo  and  the  Crow,  to  a  less  happy  period  of  Chaucer's  career  than  that 
in  which  he  was  writing  the  Prolc^e  and  others  of  his  finest  works.  Without 
wishing  to  press  this  point  too  far,  it  seems  fair  to  point  out  that  there  is  nothint; 
anreasonable  in  supposing  that  when  Chaucer  conceived  his  immensely  ambitious 
scheme  of  the  Canterbury  Tales  he  had  a  really  considerable  amount  of  material 
already  at  his  disposal.  It  is  sufficient,  however,  here  to  emphasise  the  fact  that 
toclnsion  in  the  Canterbury  series  of  itself  tells  us  absolutely  nothing  as  to  the 
date  at  which  any  given  poem  was  written,  and  that  we  must  therefore  place 
the  Tales  as  a  whole  entirely  outside  the  chronological  sequence  of  the  jx^et's  other 
works. 

As  regards  the  date  at  which  the  idea  took  shape  of  a  Canterbury  Tilgrimage 
as  a  framework  by  which  to  connect  a  number  of  otherwise  distinct  stories,  we  have 
fflily  two  or  three  years  firom  which  to  choose,  and  we  must  not  attempt  to  pin  it 
down  too  precisely  to  any  one  of  them.  We  have  various  good  reasons  for  believing 
that  the  six  years  which  succeeded  1379  produced  the  Boece,  Troilus^  rarkment  of 
Foules,  Hous  of  Fame  and  I^gende  of  Good  Women ^  and  it  is  therefore  inconceivable 
tlat  Chaucer  should  have  planned  the  Canterbury  Tales  earlier  than  the  end  of  1385 
or  liegioning  of  1 386.  Again,  no  one  who  has  read  the  talks  by  the  way  can  doubi 
that  the  poet  himself  had  travelled  over  the  ground,  while  we  know  that  until  on  171I1 
February  1385  he  was  permitted  to  appoint  a  deputy  in  his  Comptrollcrship  he  was 
doscly  tied  to  his  official  work,  a  bondage  of  which  he  complains  bitterly  in  the 
Hous  of  Fame.  Chaucer's  own  pilgrimage,  then,  may  have  been  made  in  1385  or 
in  any  subsequent  year,  but  hardly  before  this.  On  the  other  hand,  the  short  poems 
written  towards  the  close  of  his  life  show  that  the  not  very  advanced  age  to  which 
he  attained  pressed  heavily  on  him,  and  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  assign  the 
plan  of  the  Tales  to  his  last  decade.  If,  as  is  highly  probable,  the  Legende  was 
b^un  in  1385  and  soon  afterwards  left  unfinished  in  despair,  everything  |X)ints  to 
the  scheme  of  the  Canterbury  7 ales  as  taking  form  during  the  next  two  or  three 
years,  1 386- 1 388.  Nearer  than  this  it  b  not  easy  to  go  with  safety,  for  in 
drawing  conclusions  from  the  indications  of  date  which  we  find  in  the  talks  by  the 
road  we  must  remember  that  Chaucer  may  have  fitted  them  in  either  to  the  year 
in  which  he  was  writing,  or  back  to  the  year  in  which  he  himself  took  his  holiday. 
In  the  latter  case  the  dates  would  be  more  likely  to  be  real  dates,  while  if  we  prefer 
to  believe  that  they  are  taken  from  the  year  in  which  he  was  writing,  we  can  hardly 
nnagine  that  Chaucer  was  likely  to  trouble  himself  to  consider  too  curiously  whether 
this  or  that  week  would  be  a  convenient  one  for  some  of  his  imaginary  characters 
to  make  their  pilgrimage.  Thus,  in  drawing  conclusions  from  the  mention  of  1 8th 
April  in  the  talk  which  precedes  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale  (B  5),  I  do  not  think  we 
can  absolutely  rule  out  of  court  the  year  1386,  on  the  ground  that  in  that  year 
i8th  April  fell   in  Holy  Week,   *when  the  Parson  and  others  would  be  much   in. 


■r  the  duliw  which  ihe  senson  imposeO  on  ihem,' '  or  reject  13B8  lietaii^ 
19th  April  Ihen  feli  an  ■  Sunday,  and  'if  Sunday  travelling  had  been  iaten'l< 
something  would  have  been  said  alxJUt  Ihe  hearing  of  mass.''  With  Ihiscaim 
however,  [  am  quite  prepared  to  accept  Professor  Skeat's  assurance  thai  in  1 
'cverylhing  comes  right,'  since  the  pilgrims  could  assemble  al  the  Tabani 
Tuesdny,  lOth  April,  with  four  clear  days  before  them,  and  the  joumcy  i^i^' 
cr)nvcnient1y  on  a  5jtiu'<lay.  Whether  we  slimitd  assign  this  year  to  thai  of  Ch^n 
own  pilgrimage,  or  to  Lhat  of  his  tmagioary  ^Igriuis,  must  remain  undelermineiL. 
uny  case  we  cannot  he  wrong  in  believing  that  in  or  about  tjS7  is  the  most  pi<ilj> 
dale  tot  ihc  Caiiierbiiry  Tales  \o  have  been  Ijcgun.  As  10  whence  Ihe  iil-.^ 
this  particular  framework  for  story'tcllii^  came  lu  the  poet,  'out  of  hia  own  h.. 
seems  in  every  way  the  best  answer.  Certainly  there  is  no  shred  of  evidence  lo  jr 
that  he  copied  it  from  ihe  very  interior  scheme  of  Boccaccio's  Decameront. 

The  fame  of  Becket's  shrine,  the  popularity  of  the  pilgrimage  lo  it,  and  ' 
mediaeval  habit  of  turning  a  piigrimoge  into  a  kind  of  religious  holiday,  arc  all  nirui 
of  such  common  knowledge  that  they  do  not  need  illuslratii^  here.     Nor  ■n<x\'.  -■ 
stop  lo  prove  Ihc  futility  of  the  idea  once  current,  that  the  pilgrims  were  in  su  ^1 
a  hurry  to  bring  their  holiday  to  an  end  as  lo  have  accomplished  the  Ihen  well  n;. 
impossible  feat  of  travelling  fifty-six  miles  over  heavy  roads  in  a  dngle  day.     In  1  35S 
the  queen-mother  Isabella,  on  her  own  pilgrimage,  left  Lonilon  7th  June,  slept  ihji 
nighl  at  Darllord,  slept  at  Uoehester  on  Uie  8ih,  and  at  Ospringe  on  the  9th,  imJ 
t<!ached  Canierbury  Ihe  next  day.     Two  yenrs  later  John  of  France  slept  at  Dadfml 
1st  July,  dined  there  next  day,  slept  at  Kocliesler  on  the  2nd,  dined  at  Siltinglnini 
and  slept  at  Ospringe  on  the  3rd,  and  reached  Canterbury  4th  July.     The  recni<^ 
other  fourteenth  century  journeys  confirm  Ihe  ptesumptioo  that  thutford,  Riwh'.  ■ 
and  Ospringe  (where  some  traces  of  the  old  Pilj^rim's  House  still  exists)  were  the  lo^i 
sleeping- places  on  Ihe  road,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  (hat  Chaucer  tntcndcil 
pilgrims  li)  make  the  journey  by  these  stages,  and  lo  take  four  days  over  it. 

As  lo  the  exact  route  they  followed  some  little  uncertainly  prevails,  owing  l<  < 
line  of  the  iraxlem  road  not  coinciding  everywhere  with  that  of  the  old  'pil|;r:: 
way,'  t)ut  we  have  leferences  to  Deptford  and  Greenwich  in  Ihe  talk  befoiv 
^fel«'j7'aft(.\39o6.  3907),  to  Rochester  in  the  Host's  oddress  to  Ihe  Monk  (B  3  iJ 
(o  Sitlingboumc  in  the  qontrel  l-elween  the  Frkr  and  the  Summonct  (D  847),  im  ■ 
l)oughton-under-B1ee  in  the  CaHon't  yeeman's  Frehgm  ((>  556),  and  to  Ihu 
mysterious  Bobbc-up-and-doun,  'under  Ihe  Blee,'  in  the  Maniiple's  (H  i\.  Rm  ti. 
could  not  possibly  be  reached  after  SiltJnEboume,  and  guided  by  this  fact  H 
Bradshaw  and  Dr.  Fiimivalt  were  able  to  correct  a  mislake  in  arrangement,  I 
even  in  the  best  MSS.,  by  which  the  five  Talcs  of  ihe  Shipmao,  Prioress,  Chaucti, 
Monk,  and  Ihc  Nun'i  Priest  (all  linked  li^ether  by  ihe  talks  on  the  road)  were  \.\.: 
t  imtiMdialcly  before  that  of  the  Second  Nun,  instead  of  between  Ibal  of  ihc  M  1 
'  **W  (wilh  which  the  tales  of  Ihe  second  day  were  begun)  and  tliat  of  the  Wjr 
iHh,  in  which  Sittiogboume  is  mentioned.  By  a  less  necessary  alteration  the  jx>-:: 
if  ihe  Talcs  of  the  Doctor  and  Pardoner,  which  in  Ihe  liest  manuscriiils  comi:  \r ' 
w  Shipmxn's  group,  were  brought  back  along  wilh  it,  but  placed  after  iusleadof  l>il 
There  are  no  reR-rences  to  place  or  time  in  these  two  tales,  10  that  the  alter, ii 
matten  little  eitlier  way,  and  wc  now  have  Ihe  iwenly.four  eitani  talcs  and  fiai;iii. : 
in  a  reasonable  and  probable  order.  Some  of  these  lales  (as  has  been  mentionti 
|he  case  of  the  Shipman's  group)  are  linked  li^ethcr  liy  references,  lockwarLli 

^^&iW8ids,  in  the  ulks  on  the  road  ;  in  other  cases  Uierc  is  no  link  of  any  liind  lieiweiTi 

^V  >  Skcal'i  Cluimtr,  vol.  iii.  i^  37^. 


B  immed 

^Wihe 
'•  tlwShi 
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le  next,  Chaucer  having  left  the  mtennediate  talk  to  be  filled  in  when 

more  of  the  sixty  (or  a  hundred  and  twenty  !)  stories  which  he  at  one 
ited.     In  this  and  other  editions,  since  the  Chaucer  Society  issued  its 

edition  of  the  best  manuscripts,  each  group  of  tales  is  now  marked  by 

alphabet  (A-I),  the  line-numeration  being  consecutive  throughout  the 

mp. 

»n  of  the  Six-Text  edition,  which  has  been  the  foundation  of  all  subsequent 

must  lead  to  a  brief  statement  as  to  the  manuscripts  followed,  and  the 
ting  them,  in  this  text  The  extant  manuscripts  of  the  Tales  are  very 
there  have  here  been  used  only  the  seven  printed  by  the  Chaucer  Society, 
ere(E),  Cambridge  University  MS.  Gg  4.  27  (Cam.),  the  Hengwrt  MS. 
he  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford  MS.  (Corp.),  the  Petworth  (Pet.), 
lowne  MS.  851  (Lansd.),  being  the  Society's  Six-Texts,  and  the  very 
leian  MS.  7334  (H),  which  it  subsequently  printed.     As  regards  the 

there  is  an  interesting  footnote  in  Prothero*s  Life  of  Hettry  Bradshaw 
^,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Aldis  Wright,  that  one  of  Bradshaw*s  reasons 
lort  in  his  project  of  editing  Chaucer  '  was  his  inability  to  account  for 
fences  which  distinguish  the  Harleian  MS.  of  the  Canterbury  Tales  from 
tanuscripts.'  Thus  the  Harleian  has  much  to  answer  for,  and  there  can 
Iso,  that  its  readings  are  often  extraordinarily  careless,  and  even  absurd, 
ind,  it  has  a  number  of  readings  (cp.  A  74,  257,  363, 415,  559,  727,  782, 
,  smyteth  off  myn  heed  for  /  tvol  yeve  you  myn  hud  in  I.  782  being  a 
:c)  as  good  or  better  than  those  found  in  any  other  manuscript,  and 
)f  a  kind  which  it  is  very  improbable  that  a  copjdst  would  have  introduced 
II.  The  most  probable  explanation  seems  to  be  that  many  of  these 
sent  Chaucer's  own  'second  thoughts,'  introduced  into  a  manuscript 
through  his  hand  after  the  Tales  were  already  in  circulation,  and  that 
IS.  is  a  careless  copy  of  this  manuscript. 

erne  opposite  pole  to  the  Harleian  stands  the  Ellesmere,  a  most  carefully 
well  spelt  and  observant  of  grammatical  forms,  with  readings  always 
I  and  intelligible.  Its  discovery  by  the  workers  of  the  Chaucer  Society 
their  greatest  achievement. 

le  Ellesmere  and  the  Harleian  stand  the  other  five  manuscripts,  of  which 
;  and  the  Hengwrt  are  both  very  closely  akin  to  the  Ellesmere,  while  the 
orpus,  and  Petworth  approach,  more  and  more  nearly,  to  the  Harleian 
1  characteristics,  though  they  seldom  agree  with  it  in  its  most  important 

all  these  five  manuscripts  the  process  of  'contamination,'  i.e,  the 
>mpletion  of  a  manuscript  of  one  group  by  one  of  another,  has  been  at 
e  Doctor's  Tale  the  Cambridge  MS.  deserts  the  Ellesmere  and  Hengwrt 
rleian  and  the  other  three  in  a  number  of  readings,  a  few  of  which  are 

many  are  absurd.     But  on  the  whole  the  relations  of  manuscript  and 

fairly  constant.  The  text  of  the  present  edition  is  based  on  £,  mere 
avoided  by  the  other  MSS.  being  silently  corrected,  while  variants  of 
rical  interest  are  recorded  in  the  notes,  or  very  sparingly  introduced  into 
recording  variants  E  and  H  are  regarded  as  mutually  exclusive,  so  that 
Ti  the  note  is  assigned  to  H,  that  in  the  text  is  from  E,  and  vice  versa, 
n  the  amount  of  support  accorded  to  any  rejected  reading  of  E  or  H, 
ber  is  added  to  the  letter.  Thus  a  reading  followed  by  the  letter  E 
le  text  follows  the  other  six  manuscripts,  and  the  variation  is  supported 
re  only.     E'  shows  that  it  is  supported  by  the  Ellesmere  and  one  other^ 
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almost,  certainly  the  Cambridge  ;  E'*  that  it  is  supported  by  EHcsmere  and  twoothen, 
almost  r<:rtaiiily  ('ambridj^e  and  Ilengwrt.  The  numbers  4-6  show  the  additional 
y\x\i\^ix\  of  one,  two,  or  three  of  the  inferior  manuscripts,  Corpus,  Petworth,  and 
f  ^iDvlr^wrur.  Similarly,  a  variant  followed  by  the  letter  H  denotes  that  the  text  his 
the  sup[fr>rt  r>f  the  Kllesmere  and  other  five  manuscripts.  H^  indicates  the  agreemeot 
of  on«:  ofluT  manuscript,  probably  the  Petworth,  with  H  ;  IP,  H*  the  support  of  one 
or  two  rnor':,  alinr>st  certainly  Corpus  and  Lansdo^ne ;  H^  that  these  are  1^^ 
r'Mnforo'd,  proluibly  by  Hengwrt ;  H*that  even  the  Cambridge  deserts  the  Ellesnoe. 
I  do  not  riaim  for  this  system  of  abridged  collation  that  it  Is  entirely  satlsiactory,  bat 
it  givr:s  a  ron^h  view  of  the  authorities  on  either  side  at  a  glance,  and  makes  it  possible 
to  x*'.rttx<\  v.triants  which  otherwise  would  have  to  be  omitted. 

y\s  rr/ards  sficlling,  the  modern  usage  as  regards  /and/,  u  and  v,  has  been  followed 
throui'lioiit.  I  have  also  to  confess  that  a  personal  dislike  to  the  forms  hise^  everts 
and  ttn'ftr  has  led  me  to  alter  them  throughout  to  his^  ever^  and  never^  thoD^ 
iTof/'s  .or  MrCormick  has  since  convinced  me  that  Chaucer  probably  pronounced  the 
two  lati*  r  words  as  r7/V<'' and  nev^ri'.  A  few  accidental  missix^llings  have  been  altered 
hf-n:  and  then: ;  otherwise  the  excellent  spelling  of  the  Kllesmere  manuscript  has  been 
f  arefiilly  followed. 

I'or  full  information  as  to  the  sources  from  which  Chaucer  drew  his  stories^ 
,tudr-fits  intcn-sted  in  such  questions  will  naturally  refer  to  the  Originals  and 
Aftalir^Hf^  printed  by  the  Chaucer  Society,  or  to  the  treatment  of  the  subject  by 
I'rofi.ssor  Skcat  in  vol.  iii.  of  the  Oxford  Chancer^  where  all  the  information  gleaned 
by  the  ('liajirer  Society,  tc^cther  with  the  results  of  the  Exlitor*s  own  researches, 
will  Ur  found  set  forth.  In  this  edition,  to  save  referring  l>ack,  the  briefest  possible 
ifidiratioii  f»f  the  Mjurces,  where  known,  of  each  Tale  has  l)een  prefixed  to  it  by  wiy 
of  a  preliminary  note,  and  niit  much  need  here  be  added.  As  we  have  remarked 
In-fnnr,  invent iveness  in  the  matter  of  plots  was  not  a  striking  feature  in  Chaucer's 
•••piijiment  as  a  |KK;t,  but  given  the  barest  outline  of  a  stor)'he  could  develop  it  in  Ms 
own  inimitable  manner,  and  his  power  in  this  respect  seems  to  have  steadily  increased. 
Thus  his  inrlcbterlness  takes  every  form  from  the  almost  servile  translation  in  the  L^ 
of  Sciut  CWyir  to  the  re-telling  in  his  own  fashion  of  a  tale  like  that  of  the  Caneiii 
Yeoman  which  he  may  have  heard  in  the  streets.  For  about  one-third  of  the  Taksvo 
*  original '  pro])erly  so  called  is  known  to  exist,  but  from  the  far  East  or  from  Fruioe, 
Italy  f)r  (Icrmany  stories  with  similar  plots  have  l)een  unearthed  which  show  that  the 
i<lea  was  already  in  existence  and  only  waited  for  Chaucer  to  develop  it.  This  is 
the  case  with  the  tales  of  /'//t*  MilUr^  The  Rerifc,,  The  ShipmaUy  The  Prioress^  Ttf 
Nutis  Priest^  The  Pardoner^  The  Wife  of  Bath,  The  Friar,  The  Siimmoner  andtk 
Mi'nhant.  The  fable,  or  a|Xjlogue  or  fabliau  which  can  now  Ix;  produced  may  be  ^ 
more  «»r  less  close  to  the  stor)'  as  Chaucer  tells  it,  but  the  literary  setting  is  entirely 
his  own,  and  in  no  case  is  there  any  need  to  suppose  that  he  had  a  written  origiwl 
U'fore  him  as  he  wrote.  If  he  had  once  lx?en  told  the  storj*  (as  Tennj'son,  to  take* 
nnMlcrn  instance,  was  told  that  of  Enoch  Arden)  he  would  have  obtained  all  the  help 
he  needL-<l.  In  the  case  cjf  the  dull  tale  of  the  Manciple  Chaucer  doubtless  folloirt*^ 
the  version  of  Ovid  {Metamorphoses  ii.  5 34  632),  in  that  of  the  Doctor  he  professes 
to  take  Livy's  account  of  the  death  of  Virginia,  but  really  borrowed  from  the  Romt^ 
de  la  Ro^e.  (11.  5613-5682).  I'\)r  the  story  of  Dorigen,  which  he  assigns  to  ibc 
Franklin^  he  distinctly  mentions  his  obligation  to  a  Breton  May'  (F  709-715)81*1 
adiluces  as  his  authority  for  the  length  of  Arviragus's  absence  the  fact  that  *  the  book 
soiih  thus'  (I.  813).  Unluckily  no  such  May'  can  now  be  found,  though  Mr. 
Clouston  has  discovered  several  Eastern  analogues,  from  which  not  only  Chaucer^ 
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r.  '«<  ihc  nmiJar  nn±  (wiUi  quile  itiflGienl  iiiiridLTiUi)  laid   liy  Borcncrio  {Dceiih 

'    '    lir  i|iTUng.      The  loss  or  Ihc  iirigUiul  in   lliiii  cosm  a  (iigrellable,  bs 

■   h<*o  curiout  to  hflvi;  nolcd  how  much  of  a  slory  so  well   [i)1»l   »i 

I'ltTuituiHilely  llioe  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  one  blot  in  ihe  Idling,  t) 

\   lung  tecilil  i>f  the  mailyrs  of  chastity  drawn  from  S.  Jerotne  "com 

111,'  II  of  Chaucer's  oini  introduction.      TTie  original  of  Tht  Sfui'ie'i   Ta 

in  ihr  uunc  «s;  defied  detection,  though  its  sources  are  plainly  Eastern.     Ev( 

inenpl  lo  pcovr  direct  indebtednes!  1o  the  Trantlt  cf  Marce  I'elo  is  somcthir 

'  tlm  convindng.     Krom  the  fact  that  the  tale  is  unfinished  it  seems  not  ui 

ipdilc  lo  brlieve  that  Chaucer  borrowed  only  the  materials  of  this  story  at 

todnwa  for  lack  of  a  plot  ready  famished  lo  him.      Of  Ihe  poet's  own  Tall  ef  S 

^at.  Ml  rudely  interrupted  liy  the  Host,  the  'oi^jiinal '  is  to  be  looked  for  in  ll 

■Miot  mctrioil  romancet  which  he  here  pomdicd  so  delightfully,  and  many  of  tl 

[Miriudi  he  selected  lo  satirise  have  been  duly  pointed  out  by  IJr.  E.  Kblbii 

^^^Kkpnti  seven  tales  derived  wholly  or  in  pan  from  literary  originals  st 
^^^^bnect'K  pmse  story  of  Prudence  and  Mclibee  is  derived  from  Jean  i 
^^Hfclation  of  the  LibtT  CenielaliaHU  tl  Co»ir/ii  of  Albcrtano  of  Brescia, 
Hl^Warished  in  the  first  half  of  the  thirteenth  century.  The  Paneii's  Tatr 
wt^  ifalred,  but  with  alterations  and  additiotu,  from  the  Semmt  tits  I'itts  tl  a 
no  of  Fr^e  Loureiu,  who  died  in  1179,  a  recent  German  theory  that  it  w. 
kittd  wflh.  after  Chaucer's  death,  or  with  bis  consent,  by  some  orthodox  prie! 
I  ifnlc  tmnecessary.  t  cannot,  however,  agree  with  Professor  Skeat  that  th 
b'PM  ooec  »n  independent  Treatlw,  which  people  could  cither  "hcrkne  > 
L*um1  «a*  probably  written  before  i  jSo,  at  much  the  same  time  as  the  7'a/e 
■Hmt,  which  it  somewhat  resembles  in  style.'  The  words  '  hcrkne  or  icdc '  occu 
j^AslUc  itxeir,  tnil  in  Em^  or  RUratrion,  and  I  see  no  reason  lo  doubt  lb 
^■^■Ar  ih>  work  of  Chaucer's  old  age.  When  the  Mtlihit  was  translated 
^^^^Knlt  to  iina^c  as  why  it  was  ever  translated  at  all. 
^^^^^■ISet  of  this  introduction  to  the  CanUrhnry  Tahs  the  sources  of  ll 
^^^^^Scnonrl  Nun  \Lyf  "f  Seinl  Cirylt),  Clerk  arid  Monk  have  already  bei 
jHH^The  Man  of  Ijiwes  story  of  Constance  Li  derived  from  the  Anglo-Freni 
InKIc  of  Nicholas  Trivet,  an  English  Dominican  of  the  first  half  of  the  founeeni 
■■j;  lite  Knight's  Tale  from  Boccaccio's  Ttseide,  and  in  the  Eivrtliy  Editit 
Ibr  Tata  I  have  already  pointed  out  with  some  minuteness  how  the  four  Tal 
At  Kun,  Clerk,  Ijiwyer,  alul  Knight  illustrate  the  increasing  freedom  with  whii 
tatcr  huulleil  Ilia  material  as  he  lelt  his  mastery  in  his  art  increase.  In  tl 
M  Nob'*  Tale  he  is  at  first  servile,  hut  at  lost  begins  lo  condense  from  she 
■bni  and  even  addi  a  touch  here  and  there.  In  the  Clerk's,  with  a  belt 
I^CjM.lnnsfailes  with  much  greater  case,  and  shows  some  healthy  symptoms 
^^^■jh>  RTverity  alike  of  Orisildc's  trials  and  her  patience,  lo  the  story 
^^HBk  no  tonget  »  Translator  but  an  adapter,  intro<lucing  as  jmctic  omame' 
^^HM))!  from  the  Di  Cmltmflu  AfunJi,  astrological  lore  from  a  raricly 
H^Hk  bm  of  all,  some  very  line  sjiceches  and  deicripiions  mil  of  his  ov 
K^uSJy  in  the  Knight's  Tale  we  hnd  him  improving  on  the  TtteiiU  nl  eve 
a  I1  i<  Iw  who  nllows  Talamon  to  see  Emily  first  and  so  have  the  belter  claim 
;  u  tl  III  hiui  we  owe  the  fierce  quarrel  in  prison,  the  vision  of  Mercury  that  sen< 
ipe  tack  In  Athens,  the  ovcrhnuil  soUlnquy  in  Ihe  wood,  nnd  the  outburst 
^  what  "nie^us  diwovcr*  Ihe  prison- breoUers.  When  be  wmte  ihis  story 
ilMK  vd  Anylr  Chaucct  hnd  no  lonj^r  anything  lo   learn   fiiiui  iilhers,  ai 
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n  with  AS  good  a  right  i 


MINOR    POEMS 

'  (H.  Frank  Hrath) 

A  loxt  of  Chnucer's  Minot  Poems  which  shall  be  even  (airly  salisfactoty  is  no  <*4 
achievement.  There  is  scarcely  one  of  his  shorter  works  which  does  not  oAl 
serious  difficulties  to  the  ediior.  In  some  cases  the  poem  is  found  in  only  one  HSL 
{t.g.  To  Reumaimdi) ;  in  some,  though  there  may  be  two  or  ihiee  authorities,  iIm 
nrc  copied  one  from  the  other  (e.g.  A  Compteynt  le  kit  Latfy) ;  in  others,  Ibo^ 
there  may  Iw  many  MSS.  eilint,  Ihey  show  so  much  mutual  contaminalion  thai  I 
is  im]xis:iiblu  tu  construct  a  complete  genealogy,  and  sometimes  very  difficnh  H 
assign  some  of  these  authorities  lo  any  one  group  {e^.  the  ^arlematt  ef  FmUt).  & 
all  cases  the  MSS.  are  much  later  in  dale  than  an  editor  would  desire,  and  are  fa 
removed  from  Ihc  ori|^nal  or  originals.  A  critical  study  leads  one  to  feel  nuelU 
Chaucer  was  often  responsible  for  more  than  one  draft  of  the  same  poem,  and  vA 
little  or  no  pains  to  maintain  verbal  identity.  There  is  also  little  doubt  that  hi 
not  infrequently  nia<le  corrcctiuns  In  later  copies  of  his  works  which  may  hiK 
faWen  in  his  way.  Neither  of  these  praclices  tightens  the  laboats  of  a  consdcntiiM 
editor.  One  example  must  suRice  here.  There  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  tU 
Ihe  group  of  MSS.  which  read  'lyke'  (1.  5),  '  amongc  us'  (1.  10),  *man'  (L  l']\ 
and  '  we,r  (I.  28)  in  the  Balaile  Lai  of  Sted/ailaesse  must  be  traced  to  a  diHtfCM 
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>te  of  pathos  at  the  dose,  it  is  unduly  long  in  approaching  the  climax,  and  it 

touch  of  the  characteristic  humour  and  irony  which  so  constantly  relieve 
t's  later  work,  even  when  the  theme  is  a  romantic  one.  Nor  is  the  form 
I  by  any  originality.  It  is  a  dream-poem  of  the  typical  discursive  order,  for 
the  Rommt  de  la  Rose  was  responsible  throughout  European  literature  of  the 
nth  and  fifteenth  centuries,  with  the  usual  furniture  and  scenery  of  twittering 
he  hunt,  and  the  May  moping.     It  has  indeed  been  claimed  altogether  for 

by  Taine,  who  heartily  despised  English  literature  prior  to  Shak^peare  as 
servile  imitation.'     But  the  Deihe  of  the  DuchessCy  though  it  has  recollections 

both  the  Roman  de  la  Rose  and  the  Remide  de  Fortune^  is  not  a  translation 
ation  of  either.  The  incident  of  *  Seys '  with  which  it  opens  is  taken  from 
tamorphoses  of  Ovid,  in  which  the  story  of  Alcione's  appearance  to  his  faithfiil 
ryx  is  told,  and  Machault  (possibly  to  Chaucer's  knowledge)  imitated  the  same 
:  in  his  Dit  de  la  Fontaine  Amoureuse,  but  beyond  this  the  matter  of  the 
1  poem  is  original, 
the  three  MSS.  Fair&x  i6  is  certainly  the  best,  and  closely  related  to  it  the 

MS.  My  own  independent  investigation  of  the  MSS.  gave  the  same  resuli 
se  of  Koch^  and  Max  Lange,^  and  I  therefore  reproduce  the  following 
)gy  with  the  more  confidence  : — 


B  =  Bodley  MS.  638  (Bodleian  Library). 

F=  Fairfax  MS.  16  ,,•,," 

Tn.  =  Tanner  MS.  346       •.,  ,. 

Th.  =Tbynne's  Edition  (1532). 


t  conservative  treatmenlof  the  authorities  in  this  edition  will  lead  readers  to 
iclusion,  I  hope,  that  Chaucer  allowed  himself  licences  in  the  handling  of  the 
at  line  at  the  beginning  of  his  life  which  he  refused  afterwards  in  the  Hous  of 
and  certainly  would  never  have  allowed  in  the  five-beat  line.  In  other  words, 
ill,  I  trust,  be  willing  to  assume  for  Chaucer  a  development  in  technique 
to  that  of  Shakespeare  and  some  other  poets.     They  will  also,  if  they  agree 

1  In  Anglia^  vol.  iv.  Auz.  p.  05. 
2  In  his  l/mtersiichuHjf^rn  aherChanccf^s  Soke  o/tne  Ihtchesse,  Hall«,  1883. 
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with  the  present  editor,  resist  the  temptation  of  setting  down  these  '  freely '  con 
structed  lines  either  to  the  poet's  bad  ear  or  (when  all  the  MS.  authorities  agree)  t< 
the  copyist's  careless  hand,  but  will  look  for  an  explanation  in  the  survival  of  tha 
rhythmic  but  non-syllabic  system  of  verse  which  still  lived  on  in  England  down  t( 
Chaucer's  day,  though  much  corrupted  from  its  original  purity.  These  nativi 
measures  must  have  echoed  in  the  young  poet's  ear  when  he  first  began  to  write  ii 
the  foreign  manner,  and  hence  most  of  the  so-called  lame  lines  in  the  Bokt  of  tk 
Duchesse. 

THE   ABC 

About  the  same  time  as  the  Boke  of  the  Duchesse,  perhaps  a  little  later,  ^  Chaucei 
wrote  this  poetical  prayer  to  the  Virgin.  It  is  based  upon  a  similar  ABC  con- 
tained in  Guillaume  de  Deguilleville's  Pilerinage  de  la  vie  humaine,  a  French 
Pilgrim's  Progress  of  the  fourteenth  century.*  Chaucer  simplified  the  measure  by 
increasing  the  number  of  rhymes  from  two  to  three,  and  reducing  the  length  of  the 
stanzas  from  twelve  to  eight ;  but  the  result  is  little  more  than  an  exercise.  He 
would  fain  be  a  literal  translator,  but  is  forced  by  the  exigences  of  the  verse  awaf 
from  his  model,  only  rising  here  and  there,  notably  in  the  opening  and  the  nineteenth 
strophes,  above  mechanical  excellence. 

There  are  thirteen  MSS.  and  one  printed  edition  (that  of  Speght  1602)  available 
as  authorities  for  this  poem.     I  agree  with  Koch  in  the  following  classification :— : 


Sion      Bedf 


Pep.B         Pep.E 


F: 

B= 

Ha.= 

Pep.  B\ 

Pep.  Ej  " 

Gg= 

Sion: 

Bedf.= 

Ff: 

Glasg. : 

La.= 

John: 

Speght: 


Fairfax  16  (Bodleian  Library). 
:  Bodley  638  (Oxford). 
:  Harleian  7578  (British  Museum),  incomplete. 

;  Pepys  3006,  Magdalene  College,  Cambridge  (two  copies),  both  incontip*** 

:  Cambridge  University  Library,  Gg  4.  37. 

:Sion  College  MS.  (Shiriey's). 

:  Bedford  M&  (Bedfoid  Library). 

:  MS.  Ff  5.  30  in  Cambridge  University  Library. 

:  Glasgow,  Hunterian  Museum,  Q  2.  25. 

:Laud  740  (Bodleian  Library). 

:St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  G.  21. 

:Speght's  Edition,  1602. 


1  Ten  Brink  places  it  as  late  as  1374. 


'  It  was  commenced  in  1330. 


INTRODUCTION 

LIFE  OF  CHAUCER 
(Alfred  W.  Pollard) 

Geoffrey  Chaucer  was  the  son  of  John  Chaucer,  a  citizen  and  \intner  ol  London. 
Hb  grandfather,  Robert  le  Chaucer,  the  first  member  of  the  family  of  whom  we  hear, 
^as  in  1 310  appointed  one  of  the  collectors  in  the  Port  of  London  of  the  new  customs 
vpon  wine  j;rantcd  by  the  merchants  of  Aquitaine.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Robert 
to  a  small  property  in  I|)swich  of  the  annual  value  of  twenty  shillings  or  iherc- 
*t>ouis,  i.e,  some  £1$  of  our  present  money.  The  ultitfiatc  remainder  of  other  lands 
'n  Suffolk  was  settled  on  his  son  John  (the  poc(*s  father),  and  apparently  for  the  sake 
<^f  this  property  the  lad  was  kidnapped  on  3rd  December  1324,  when  he  was  between 
twelve  and  fourteen  years  of  age,  with  the  object  of  forcibly  marrying  him  to  a 
certain  Joan  de  Westhale,  who  had  also  an  interest  in  it.  John's  stepfather  ^  took  \i\^ 
•^  cause  ;  his  kidnap])ers  were  fined  ;£^250  (a  cnishing  amount  in  those  days),  and 
from  a  sul«equent  plea  to  Parliament  for  the  mitigation  of  this  penalty  we  learn  that 
^  '328  John  Chaucer  was  still  unmarried.  On  the  1 2th  June  1 338  a  protection  against 
"eitig  sued  in  his  al)sence  was  granted  to  him  with  some  forty-five  others  who  were 
crossing  the  sea  with  the  King,  and  ten  years  later  he  acted  as  deputy  to  the  King's 
*^utlcr  in  the  port  of  Southampton.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1366,  he  owned  a 
^ouse  in  Thames  Street,  London,  and  was  married  to  Agnes,  niece  of  Ilamo  de 
^»npton,'  whom  wc  first  hear  of  as  his  wife  in  1349,  and  who,  soon  after  his  death, 
****rried  again  another  vintner,  Bartholomew  atte  Chapel,  in  May  1367.  Thus  we 
•^pow  that  the  ix)et  was  born  after  1328,  that  (if  his  father  was  only  married  once) 
^  mother  was  this  Agnes,  niece  of  Hamo  de  Compton,  and  that  he  may  ha\  e  been 
•^ni  in  the  house  in  Thames  Street,  which  he  subsequently  inherited  and  sold.  In 
^ober  1386,  when  he  was  called  u|X)n  to  give  evidence  in  the  suit  between  Richard, 
*-<>rd  Scropc,  and  Sir  Robert  Grosvenor,  his  age  was  entered  as  *  forty  years  or  more,' 
*  statement  the  value  of  which  is  diminished,  but  not  destroyed,  by  the  proved  care- 
lessness of  entries  as  to  one  or  two  other  witnesses.  We  shall  find  that  the  dale  of 
about  1340,  which  this  entry  suggests  as  that  of  Chaucer's  birth,  fits  in  very  fairly 

The  biographical  sections  of  this  Introduction  are  mainly  taken,  with  some  revision  and  altcra- 
"<^,  from  my  CAa«f*r/'r/wwr( Macmillan,  1895). 
I .  John'i  mother  Mary  married  three  times ;  first  one  Hcyroun,  secondly  Robert  le  Chancer,  and 
^aly  his  kinsman  or  namesake,  Richard  Chaucer,  who  at  one  time  was  supposed  to  have  been  the 
^* '  Krandfathcr.  John's  kidnapper  was  Thomas  Stace  of  Ipswich,  who  may  have  h^^n  a  kinsman 
^Ju»iuoihcr'»side. 
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well  witli  everything  wc  know  of  his  career,  and  until  more  precise  evidence  is  forth- 
coming; it  may  l>e  accepted  as  api)roximately  correct.  % 

The  first  certain  information  we  have  about  Chaucer  himself  is  of  his  service  in 
the  household  of  Elizabeth  de  Burgh,  Countess  of  Ulster,  and  wife  of  Lionel,  third 
son  of  Edward  III.  The  fragments  of  her  Household  Accounts,  which  contain  the 
name  Galfridus  Chaucer,  were  found,  appropriately  enough,  in  the  covers  of  a  manu- 
script at  the  British  Museum,  containing  Lydgale's  StorU  of  Thebes  and  Hocxleve's 
Rci^cment  of  Princes.  The  accounts  show  that  in  April  1357  the  Countess  was  in 
London,  and  that  an  entire  suit  of  clothes,  consisting  of  a  paltock,  or  short  cloak,  a 
jxiir  of  red  and  black  breeches,  and  shoes,  was  then  provided  for  Geoffrey  Chaucer,  - 
at  a  cost  of  seven  shillings  {i.e.  about  five  guineas  present  value),  and  another  purchase 
of  clothing  for  him  was  recorded  the  next  month.  In  the  following  December,  when 
the  Countess  was  at  her  seat  at  Hatfield,  in  Yorkshire,  there  is  an  entry  of  two 
shillings  and  sixpence  jxiid  to  Geoffrey  Chaucer  *  for  necessaries  at  Christmas.'  The 
entries  of  similar  payments  made  to  other  members  of  the  Countess  of  Ulster's  house- 
hold are  for  much  larger  amounts,  and  w^e  must  therefore  conclude  that,  on  account 
either  of  his  youth  or  of  his  not  being  of  noble  birth,  Chaucer's  position  among  her 
retainers  was  not  a  high  one.  It  was  probably,  however,  sufficiently  good  to  enable 
him  to  be  present  at  several  great  festivities  at  Court  in  which  we  know  that  the 
Countess  took  part,  and  it  may  have  been  during  the  visit  which  John  of  Gaunt  paid 
to  Hatfield  towards  the  close  of  1357  that  the  poet  first  attracted  his  notice. 

In  1359,  according  to  his  evidence  in  the  Scrope  suit,  Chaucer  took  part  in  the 
unlucky  camjxiign  in  France,  serving  before  the  town  of  *  Retters  *  (probably  R^thel, 
not  far  from  Rhcims),  until  he  was  taken  prisoner.  His  imprisonment  did  not  last 
long,  as  on  ist  March  1 360  the  King  contributed  £\(i  {£21^0  present  value)  to  his 
ransom,  a  sum  sufficiently  large  to  show  that  both  by  his  captors  and  his  ransomers 
ho  was  regardcil  as  a  person  of  some  little  importance.  This  may  have  arisen  from 
his  going  to  the  war  in  the  suite  either  of  Prince  Lionel  or  of  the  King  himself.  In 
any  case,  he  must  have  been  taken  into  the  King's  household  about  this  time,  as  on 
20th  July  1367,  in  consideration  of  his  past  and  future  services,  Edward  III.  granted 
him  a  jx^nsion,  or  annual  salary,  of  twenty  marks  (;f  13  : 6  : 8)  for  life,  under  the  title 
diUctus  valet ttis  nosUr,  Chaucer  was  thus  one  of  the  yeomen  of  the  King's  chamber, 
and  by  Christmas  1 368  had  been  promoted  to  ho.  an  esquire  *  of  less  degree.' 

On  1 2th  September  1366  a  Philippa  Chaucer,  one  of  the  damoiselles  of  the  Queen *s 
chaml)er  {tiua  domicellarum  camera  Re^i^mp)^  was  granted  a  pension  of  ten  marks 
yearly  for  life.  We  know  that  this  Philippa  Chaucer  in  1374,  and  occasionally  in 
subsequent  years,  received  part  of  her  pension  by  the  hands  of  Geoffrey  Chaucer,  her 
husband,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  to  doubt  that  they  were  married  as 
early  as  1366.  It  is  probable,  though  far  from  certain,  that  the  damoiselle  of  the 
Queen's  chamber  may  be  identified  with  Philippa  Roet,  daughter  of  Sir  Payne  Roet 
of  Ilainault,  and  sister  of  Katherine  Roet,  who,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  Sir 
Hugh  Swynford,  became  the  third  wife  of  John  of  Gaunt,  in  whose  family  she  had 
been  governess.  Such  a  roundabout  connection  \^'ith  John  of  Gaunt  would  help  to 
exi)lain  the  many  marks  of  favour  which  he  bestowed  on  both  Chaucer  and  his  wife ; 
but  the  evidence  for  it  is  at  present  rather  slender.  If  we  believe  it,  we  must  also 
hold  it  j)robable  that  Geoffrey  and  Philippa  Chaucer  were  the  parents  of  a  Thomas 
Chaucer,  a  man  of  wealth  and  note  in  the  next  reign,  who,  towards  the  close  of  his 
life,  exchanged  the  Chaucer  arms  for  thase  of  Roet ;  also,  perhaps,  of  the  Elizabeth 
Chaucer  for  whose  novitiate  at  the  Abbey  of  Barking  John  of  Gaunt  paid  a  consider- 
able i:um  in   1 38 1.     But  the  only  t:hild  of  the  poet  about  whom  we  have  certain 
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The  thirteenth  MS.  Harl.  2257  cannot  with  certainty  be  assigned  its  place  in  the 
ibove  scheme.  It  has  general  similarity  with  group  B,  but  it  is  of  little  or  no  vaUie. 
The  best  group  is  C,  which  is  used  as  the  basis  of  the  text. 


THE  COMPLEYNT  UNTO  PITE 

This  is  a  better  poem  than  the  preceding  one,  and  the  mark  of  sincerity  and  deep 
feeling  is  upon  it,  though  the  metaphor  is  carried  too  fisir  here  and  there  for  clearness. 
It  is  usual  to  place  this  poem  before  1369,  and  to  make  it  Chaucer's  first  original  work 
extant,  but  both  the  style  and  the  verse  lead  me  to  agree  with  Ten  Brink  (whose  critical 
edition  of  the  poem  should  be  a  pattern  for  all  editors)  in  assigning  a  later  date  than 
this  somewhere  in  the  two  years  subsequent  to  the  writing  of  the  Dethe  of  the  Duchesse. 
Whatever  the  date,  this  poem  is  the  earliest  example  of  the  &mous  Chaucer  stanza, 
or  '  rhyme  royal,'  as  it  was  subsequently  called.  Professor  Skeat  has  pointed  out 
recollections  of  a  phrase  or  two  from  the  Thebcis  (Book  xi.),  and  Mr.  Pollard  suggests 
a  parallel  between  the  adversaries  of  Pity  and  the  first  part  of  the  Roman  de  la  Rose. 
But  the  poem,  French  in  style  as  it  is,  is  yet  original,  and  is  generally  interpreted, 
together  with  a  passage  of  similar  feeling  in  the  Boke  of  the  Duchesse  (1.  30  ff.),  as 
referring  to  an  incident  of  unrequited  love  in  the  poet's  life. 

There  are  nine  extant  MSS. ,  eight  of  which  (in  agreement  with  Ten  Brink  and 
Koch)  I  would  arrange  in  the  following  scheme  : — 


T= Tanner  MS.  346  (Bodleian  Library). 

F=Fairfax  MS.  16 

B=Bodley  MS.  638 
Ha.  =  Harleian  7578  (British  Museum). 

H  =  Harleian  78  ,,  ,, 

C= Cambridge  University  Library,  Ff  i.  6. 
Lt.  =Longleat  MS.  358  (Marquis  of  Bath). 
Tr.=  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  R  3.  19. 

The  dotted  Kne  is  intended  to  show  that  there  is  evidence  of  contamination. 
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MS.  Harleian  7578  clearly  belongs  to  the  same  group  as  H,  but  is  a  much  better 
authority,  and  more  frequently  agrees  with  the  derivatives  from  C.  In  several  cases 
it  sup{x>rt.s  emendations  made  by  Ten  Brink  without  consulting  it  {e.g,  IL  15,  19,  and 
10 1).  I  am  in  some  doubt  whether  H  and  Ha.  should  be  traced  from  the  same 
original  as  the  other  MSS.,  or  whether  we  should  not  rather  in  this  case  as  in  others 
look  on  H  and  Ha.  as  derivatives  from  an  earlier  draft  of  the  poem  made  by  Chaucer 
himself.  MS.  Phillipps  9053  I  have  not  yet  collated.  The  best  group  of  MSS.  is 
that  marked  C  in  the  diagram,  and  of  these  MS.  F  has  been  used  as  the  basb  for 
the  text. 


THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  MARS 


This  poem  falls  well  within  the  second  period  of  Chaucer's  work,  and  was  piobdilf 
written  after  the  poet's  second  mission  to  Italy  in  1378-79,  while  the  ABC  and  the 
CofHpliytU  unto  Piie  came  in  all  probability  soon  after  the  date  of  the  first  missioo  ii 
1372-73*  The  story  is  founded  on  one  told  in  the  Mttamorphoses  iv.  I70-I^  of  thft 
love  of  Mars  for  Venus  and  its  discovery  by  Apollo.  With  this  story  ChanDei 
combines  the  popular  astronomy  of  the  day  in  accordance  with  which  the  planet  Mill 
is  in  conjunction  with  the  planet  Venus  in  the  sign  of  Taurus.  Taurus  is  one  of  the 
two  astrological  houses  of  Venus,  and  into  this  the  Sun  (Phoebus  Apollo)  enten  ob 
April  1 2th  each  year.  On  the  basis  of  two  notes  made  by  Shirley  in  the  Trimty 
College  MS.  this  astrological  mythical  story  is  also  an  allegory  written  'at  the 
comandement  of  the  renowned  and  excellent  Prynce  my  lord  the  Due  John  of 
r^ncastre,'  and  'made  by  {i,e,  about)  my  lady  of  York,  doughter  to  the  kyng  of 
Spaygne  and  my  lord  huntingdoon,  some  tyme  Due  of  Excestre.'  The  *  lady  of  Yak' 
was  John  of  Gaunt*s  sister-in-law,  through  his  second  wife  Constance  of  Castile. 
*  My  lord  huntingdon  '  was  John  Holande,  half-brother  to  Richard  II. ,  who  married 
I'Uizabeth,  daughter  of  Blaunche,  first  Duchess  of  Lancaster.  There  are  eight  extant 
MSS.  and  one  edition  (that  of  Julian  Notary  1499- 1502)  available  as  authorities.  Of 
these  the  Fairfiuc,  Tanner,  and  Longleat  MSS.,  which  belong  to  one  group,  are  the 
best  on  the  whole.  The  remaining  authorities  are  difficult  to  arrange  with  certainty, 
but  the  following  scheme  expresses  my  view  of  their  general  '  interconnectioD. 
There  is  some  room  for  doubt  as  to  whether  groups  B  and  C  should  be  traced  to  a 
single  original  rather  than  two  drafts  made  by  the  poet  at  different  times. 
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F=: Fairfax  MS.  i6  (Bodleian  Library). 
Lt  =Longleat  MS.  258  (Marquis  of  Bath). 
To.  =  Tanner  346  (Bodleian  Library). 

[E)=Pepys  2006  Hand  E  (Magdalene  College,  Cambridge). 

[b)  =  Pepys  2006  Hand  B  ,,  ,, 

T= Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  R  3.  20. 
Ha.  scHarleian  7333  (British  Museum). 
Ar.  =Arch.  Selden  B  24  (Bodleian  Librar)). 
Ju.  =  Julian  Notary's  Edition,  1499-1502. 
Th.  =  William  Thynne's  Edition,  London  1532. 

The  dotted  line  is  intended  to  show  that  there  is  eWdence  of  contamination. 


The  MSS.  belonging  to  group  B  are  certainly  better  on  the  whole  than  any  single 

MS.  in  group  C,  but  were  a  satisfactory  example  of  this  latter  tradition  available  it 

would  undoubtedly  be  the  one  to  form  the  basis  of  a  text.     In  II.  i,  3,  4,  1 1,  and 

many  others  the  right  reading  is  clearly  furnished  by  one  or  more  of  this  group,  which 

Ins  poedbly  been  n^lected  because  it  has  been  seen  to  include  such  MSS.  as  the 

Hailcian  7333  and  Arch.  Selden.     These  two  authorities  are  of  little  or  no  independent 

vilue,  more  particularly  the  latter,  which  gives  a  text  that  has  been  purposely  edited, 

j^  they  sometimes  support  good  readings  in  MSS.  of  the  B  group  in  opposition  to 

other  MSS.  of  their  own  group,  and  such  testimony  is  valuable.      Examples  are — 

\.  QO^  to  dure  fox  t0  eftdure  ;  \.  7$,  is  (or  was;  1.  \2Oythis  ioi  ihey  d^Xid  smoking  (or  smoketJi 

VKswt^ked ;  1.  143,  Venus  weping  {ox  weping  Venus,  etc.     Had  P(b)  been  complete,  it 

would  have  been  the  best  basis  for  this  text ;  as  it  is,  some  approach  to  a  satisfactory 

icsolt  has,  it  is  hoped,  been  obtained  by  a  combination  of  P(b)  as  far  as  it  goes  (viz. 

to  L  84)  and  P(B),  with  aid  here  and  there  from  Ju.  and  T,  and  the  adoption  where 

adled  for  of  readings  from  the  B  group,  such  as  e,g,  1.  66,  where  the  C  group  read 

fkai  ihilke,  1.  80,  where  they  read  ^yf/(  =  fell),  and  some  others,  among  them  11. 

ao,  75,  120,  and  T43  referred  to  above. 


A  COMPLEYNT  TO  HIS  LADY 

This  initxesMxigpoi  pourri  of  verse-forms  is  found  in  only  two  MSS.  and  one  edition, 
that  of  Stowe  1561.  The  two  MSS.  are  Harleian  78  (by  Shirley),  and  MS.  Phillipps 
9053  at  Cheltenham,  which  last  I  have  not  been  able  to  consult  except  indirectly 
through  the  critical  notes  in  Professor  Skeat's  six-volume  edition  of  Chaucer.  lie 
there  says  that  Ph.  is  copied  from  Harleian  78,  and  this  seems  to  be  the  case.  All 
three  authorities  tack  this  fragment  on  to  the  Compleynt  unto  PiU,  which  Ls,  how- 
erer,  complete  without  it.  The  poem  is  clearly  intended  as  a  metrical  cx):)eriment,  or 
eries  of  experiments,  and  should  not  be  taken  too  seriously.  The  similarity  of  a 
phrase  here  and  there  to  the  Anelida  and  ArcUe,  and  of  the  opening  of  the  third 
section  with  the  Parletnent  of  Foules  (II.  90,  91),  which  are  both  serious  poems,  may 
just  as  well  point  to  this  work  preceding  them  as  following  them  in  date.  Some  time 
shortly  after  1373-74  seems,  therefore,  still  to  be  most  probable. 


ANELIDA  AND  ARCYTE 

This    poem,   like   the   preceding  one,   is   chiefly   interesting   for   the   elaborate 
metrical  experiments  for  which  Chaucer  made  it  the  excuse.     It  opens  with  vVvc^^ 
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Ui^jLjaA  fr-rx  tse  Tiitide,  which  Chaucer  recast  later  into  heroic  couplets  for  his 
/ffujf  ku:  7^,     Tbete  are  followed  by  four  based  partly  on  Statius,  and  these  in 
'  u's,  'jj  '.'^*^  v^MK  it'tm  the  Teseide.     It  is  possible  that  at  least  the  first  six  stanzis 
kAjti  X.  ',£uA  itjns^A  part  of  an  earlier  translation  of  the  Teseidty  now  lost,  and  that  the 
•/Af  t'^^:t\  \',  «Jm  tuMa  work  in  the  Prologue  to  the  Legende  of  Good  Women  when 
«jt  ^ttjx  *  :^.  isaAc  .  .  .  al  the  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcyte  of  Thebes,  thogfa  the 
^.'xj  i\  'i  v/**»  lyte. '     At  L  47  commences  the  story  of  'quene  Anelida  and  fids  Ardte,' 
a-vc  '/All  v^,-»iaat»  4^>wn  to  1.  2io.     >Miat  the  source  of  this  tale  may  be  we  do  not 
g*y/m.     A*  \,  211  l<gink  the  elaborate  *  Compleynt  of  feire  Anelida  upon  fids  Ardte^' 
X  jufxe  %z:.'^*yrxk  yuKm  of  the  same  kind  as  the  CotnpUynt  to  hu  Lady,     The  fouiteen 
vm:^ju  'A  «rjich  it  CfjruistM  are  arranged  in  a  proem  or  introduction,  two  movements  of 
ut  tfjcxuk  't:kch,  and  a  conclusion.     >Yith  the  exception  of  the  last  two  stamas  in 
*ia:f,  'A  *:^  mf/vtntnt%  of  six,  the  stanzas  are  of  nine  decasyllabic  lines  ihymins 
4^,  aa//,  f^.      1\yt  fifth  stanzas  in  the  two  movements  or  Strophes  of  six  tre 
^/>n  u.*Ji  \.m*r  parts,  each  r>f  eight  lines  of  octosyllabics,  except  the  fiiarth  and 
k^j:,  «hkh  are  decasyllabic.     In  the  first  part  the  rhymes  run  aaab^  amaib^  in  the 
^//kA.  it,*:  MJBie  rhymes  are  used  in  the  reverse  order  bbba^  bbba.     The  sixth  staatt 
/A  •aujt  *A  t^ie  movements  is  of  nine  decasyllabics,  rhjrmed  as  in  the  main  body  of  the 
y/'^Ui  \nx  with  the  additional  ornament  of  an  internal  rhyme  on  the  fiioith  aad 
«r4^.*h  tyiUl^  of  each  line. 

At  u^.  cr.«M:lasion  of  the  Compleynt  the  story  is  resumed,  but  breaks  off  after  % 
Mst^.  tfMi7j^  which  is  only  found  in  five  of  the  eleven  MSS.  Chancer  doubtless  in* 
MctA*A  to  rdntrodoce  TheKus,  with  whom  the  poem  opens,  as  the  avenger  of  Anelida. 

T>i^^  are  eleven  MSS.  and  one  edition  (Caxton's)  of  thb  poem,  which  I  agree 
with  Kfff.U  in  arranging  as  follows : — 


Ha.  —  Harkian  7333  (British  Musetun). 
T  SB  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  R  3/20. 
Add.  =  Shirley's  Additional  16,165  (British  Museum). 
Pep.  =Pepys  2006  (Magdalene  College,  Cambridge). 
H  =  Harleian  37a  (British  Museum). 
F= Fairfax  16  (Bodleian  Library). 
B=:Bodley638         ,,  ,, 

Tn.=  Tanner  346        ,,  ,, 

Ff=MS.  Ff  5.  30  (Cambridge  University  Library). 
Lt  =Ix>ngleat  MS.  258  (Marquis  of  Bath). 

D  =  Dig^  181  (Bodleian  Library). 
Cx.  =Caxton's  Edition,  c.  1477-78. 

The  best  group  of  MSS.  is  C,  and  this  is  the  one  used  as  the  basis  of  the  text. 
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THE  PARLEMENT  OF  FOULES 

irming  fancy  is  the  only  poem  of  any  length  written  during  the  years  that 
>  engaged  upon  his  great  masterpiece,  the  Trailus  and  Cresseida,  As  Dr. 
iiown,  the  poet  must  have  been  commissioned  in  the  summer  of  1382  to 
e  wooing  and  winning  of  Anne  of  Bohemia  by  Richard  II.  The  marriage 
place  on  January  14th  of  that  year,  after  the  successful  mission  of  the 
bassadors  to  Bohemia  in  the  previous  January.  Anne  is  represented  in 
»y  the  formel  (i.e,  female)  eagle  and  Richard  by  the  royal  eagle,  while 
els  (i.e.  males),  *of  lower  kind,'  who  plead  for  her  love,  are  the  Prince 
md  the  Margrave  of  Misnia,  to  each  of  whom  Anne  had  been  in  turn 

terial  supplied  him  was  too  slight  in  itself  for  a  poem  of  sufficient  length 
,  so  the  poet  elaborated  and  ornamented  his  theme  by  a  summary  of 
7tnium  Scipionis,  a  description  of  the  Garden  of  Love  taken  from  the 
toccaccio  and  a  description  of  Nature  and  her  birds  based  upon  a  passage 
:eus  Natura  of  Alain  de  I'lsle,  though  the  Cistercian  bishop  had  repre- 
I  in  mediaeval  manner  as  embroidered  on  the  garment^of  the  Goddess,  not, 
[loes,  full  of  life  and  wit.  His  use  of  other  men's  work  is  seen  to  be  much 
once  was,  and  the  poem  is  in  all  real  senses  an  original  one. 
ire  fourteen  MSS.  and  one  printed  edition  (Caxton's)  which  serve  as 
r  this  poem,  but  some  of  them  are  so  corrupt  and  show  so  much  evidence 
ation  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  discover  their  relation  to  the  rest.  These 
SS.  are  printed  below  the  remainder,  which  I  agree  with  Koch  in  arrang- 
vs : — 


Lt   Tn 


Jo     La 


F  =  Fairfax  16  (Bodleian  Library). 

B  =  Bodley638 
Lt.  =Longleat  MS.  358  (Marquis  of  Bath). 
Tn.=  Tanner  346  (Bodleian  Library). 

D  =  Digby  181 
Gg= Cambridge  University  MS.  Gg  4.  27. 

Ff=  Cambridge  University  MS.  Ff  i.  6. 

H  =  Shirley's  Harleian  MS.  7333  (British  Museum). 

T= Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  MS.  R  3.  ao. 
Jo.=St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  MS.  Ivii. 
La.  =Laud  MS.  416  (Bodleian  Library). 
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S*:ld.  =  Archibald  Selden  B  24. 
Hh  =  Cam^jridge  University  MS.  Hh  4.  12. 

F=Pcpys  2006  (Magdalene  College,  Cambridge). 
Cx.  =Caxton*s  ICdition  (1477-78). 

Thii;  \^^\  (C^fAip  nf  MS.  is  C|  and  this  is  the  one  used  as  the  basis  of  the  text. 


BOECE 

(Mark  II.  Liddei.l) 

T>m:  ConsolcUion  of  Philosophy  was  one  of  the  most  popular  books  of  the  fonr- 
t'-'-fiifi  crntnry,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  Chaucer  should  have  undertaken! 
trani»lation  of  it.  How  great  an  interest  this  classic  had  over  him  can  be  seen  from 
I  he  numerous  quotations  from  it  he  makes  all  through  his  work.  His  Latin  sdiokr- 
'thip,  Iviwcver,  was  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  task,  a  deficiency  which  he  piobablf 
felt  himself,  for  he  makes  very  free  use  of  an  existing  French  version  now  commoolf 
a«(crilx:d  to  Jehan  de  Meung.  He  used  also  the  paraphrase  which  was  oommoo  io 
early  texts  of  the  Consolation^  as  well  as  the  commentary  ascribed  by  tradition  to 
Thomas  Aquinas,  and  printed  in  fifteenth  century  editions  of  Boethius. 

Despite  these  props  and  stays,  however,  Chaucer  makes  blunders  which  cannot  be 
charged  to  the  incompetent  scholarship  of  the  time,  but  must  be  laid  directly  to 
his  own  insufficient  knowledge  of  I^tin  idiom,  a  fault  doubtless  due  to  the  feet  tbtt 
the  Boece  is  one  of  the  earliest  of  his  longer  works. 

This  edition  contains  a  critical  text  made  from  all  the  known  MSS.  in  wWA 
the  translation   has   been  preserved    to  us  (including  two  newly-discovered  ones). 
It    follows    MS.    li    i.    38    (C,)   Cambridge    University   Library,    with    such  3^ 
IKirturcs  as  are  justified  by  critical  examination  of  the  other  known  MSS.     These 
are  :— MS.  Additional  16,165  (A^) ;  ^^S.  Harleian  2421  (H) ;  MS.  Bodley  797  (B); 
MS.  Hcngwrt  393  (Hn),  at  Peniarth  ;  MS.  li  3.  21  (Cj)  of  the  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity Librar)' ;    MS.  Additional   10,340  (A,);  MS.  Salisbury  13  (Sal),  in  Salisbuy  \ 
Cathedral;    MS.   Auct.   3.   5  (Com.),  in  the  Bodleian  Library.     Caxton's   editioO»  ; 
made  frcjm  a  with  frequent  readings  from  Hn. ,  is  denoted  by  Cx.  ;  Jehan  de  Mean^ 
French    translation   is  quoted  from  MS.    Fr.    1079   (Fr.)  unless  otherwise  notM. 
The   text   is   based  upon  the  following  arrangement  of  the  MSS.,  each  of  whidi, 
except  Sal.,  which  b  a  copy  of  Aj,  has  been  collated  all  through  the  work. 


(Mil. 

l»— \^ |A. Sal. 


The  orthography  is  that  of  Cj,  except  where  the  few  northern  forms  peculiar  to 
the  MS.  have  been  changed  to  Chaucer's  spelling.  Several  nonsensical  sentences 
arc  set  right  for  the  first  time  by  the  critical  method  followed,  but  there  still  remain 
s'jmc  passages  which  evidently  got  wrong  in  the  original ;  it  is  very  fortunate  for 
us  that  the  French  version  makes  almost  all  of  these  clear. 
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TROILUS    AND    CRISEYDE 

(W.  S.  McCORMICK) 

Troilm  and  Criseyde  is  based  upon  Boccaccio's  //  Filostraio^  from  which  nearly 
a  third  is  translated  or  adapted.  The  characters  of  the  hero  and  heroine  are, 
bowever,  considerably  modified,  and  Pandarus,  who  is  transformed  from  the  cousin 
to  the  uncle  of  Cressida,  is  practically  Chaucer's  own  creation.  For  the  develop- 
ment of  the  story  in  Book  v.,  Chaucer  evidently  consulted  the  Roman  de  Troic  of 
fcwit  de  Sainte-More,  possibly  also  the  Historia  Troiana  of  Guido  delle  Colonne  ; 
•■d  for  the  incidents  in  Cassandra's  exposition  of  Troilus'  dream  Chaucer  is  indebtecl 
to  Ovid  and  Statius. 

Chaucer's  further  borrowings  are  few.      Petrarch's  eighty -eighth  sonnet  forms 

Tnflns'  love-song  in  Book  i.  400-420.     There  are  three  considerable  passages  from 

■Kduus*  De  Consolatiotu  Philosophia^  which  Chaucer  was  probably  translating  about 

tfaetfine  of  the  composition  of  Troilus,     The  first  (iii.  813-833)  on  *fals  felicite'  is 

ptt  mto  the  mouth  of  Cressida;  in  the  second  (iii.  1744- 1768)  Boethius'  celebration 

^divine  love  serves  Troilus  for  another  love-song  ;  while  the  third  (iv.  953-1085), 

iVoihis'  dreary  moralising  in  the  temple,  is  a  fairly  close  rendering  of  Boethius' 

colter  on  Free  Will  and  Predestination.      In  Book  v.  two  passages  (II.  1-14,  and 

5L  1807- 1 837)  3.re  taken  from  Boccaccio's  Teseide,  and  the  first  three  lines  of  the 

h/t.  stanza  from  Dante's  Paradiso. 

It  is  worth  remarking  that  three  of  the  alx)ve  jDossages  from  Boethius  and  the 

Ttrndty  viz.  iii.  1744- 1768,  iv.  953-1085,  v.  1807- 1827,  are  omitted  in  some  MSS. 

The  relations  of  the  MSS.  of  Iroilus  atid  Criseyde  to  each  other  are  so  com  pi  i- 

Qiled  and  variable,  that  a  detailed  statement  is  here  impossible.      In  many  cases 

portions  of  the  same  manuscript  have  been  taken  from  different  sources ;  and  few 

Imuscripts  are  without  traces  of  contamination.    They  fall,  however,  for  the  most  part, 

^"    three  families  (designated  here  a,  /5,  and  7),  which  seem  to  represent  three 

editions  or  revisions ;   although  in  a  number  of  passages,  more  esi>ecially 

Book  v.,  the  a  and  /3  manuscripts  frequently  alter  their  relations  to  each  other, 

4nl  tliroughout  the  poem  the  variations  among  the  /3  manuscripts  are  considerable. 

b  appears  probable,  from  a  comparison  of  the  readings  of  the  three  types  with  the 

>«ng;niab  firom  which  Chaucer  was  translating,  that  in  a  type  we  have  the  first  draft 

if  the  poem,  copied  in  parts  during  its  composition  ;  that  manuscripts  of  the  /3  tyjxi 

r;  more  than  one  partial  revision  by  Chaucer  of  copies  of  his  work  before  or  after 
completion ;    and   that   the  7  type    represents  a  later   copy,    either   carelessly 
corrected  by  the  author,  or  collated  by  some  hand  after  Chaucer's  death. 

The  following  list  of  authorities  may  serve  to  indicate  in  a  general  way  thf 
Kktions  of  the  MSS.,  or  portions  of  MSS.,  to  each  type,  at  least  for  the  first  four 

Books. 

Manuscripts 

I.  P— MS.  Phillipps  825a. 
a  throughout. 
II.  Hj— MS.  Harl.  3943. 

a  (close  to  P)  till  iv.  196  ;  /S  (close  to  H4)  later. 
ni.  H4— MS.  Harl.  2392. 

a  (with  /)  readings)  till  111.231  (?) ;  /3  (with  a  readings)  later. 
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I   nV,    G-MS.  Gg4.  27,  Cambi 
J  |9  lill  :i.  III.  ;  a  laler. 

H  V.    H^-MS.  HaiL  491a— («' 


9  till  u. 
■     ■"■   ■  1.  Ml.  lolin"s(.'ol 

.    .  _  V,4«>1?); 

<— MS.  KawlLiuioii  Poel  163.     ilodlmn. 

3  throughout ;  omils  Prologues  to  Books  11.  Lii.  ar 
IVIII.    ilr-MS.  Hail-  1339. 

P  till   11,1033;  7  from   11.1034   t"1  111. 131  ;   lal 
aourcH,  but  keeping  cloM-  to  a  through  Book  iv. 
S— MS.  Arch.  Selil«i  B  a4,     flodteinn. 

colliLted  throughout  from  7  and  §,  and  following  maDy 


cxillaled    from    > 


till  II 

,  A— MS.  Addil.  12,04^ 

7  throughout  {with  c 

,   D— MS,  V.  ii,  13,     Du 


[:is»ional  a  or  )S  reuliiig). 


h  Muaei 


»■) 


EXII,  S,— MS,  Arch,  Sflden  ™//a  56,     Boilldan, 

7  Ihniughout  (with  occasional  a  or  ^  reading). 
.   Dg — MS.  Digby  jBi.     Bodleian,     (Ends  at  111. 53B.) 

,  C'p.— MS.  61  Corpus  Chriili  College,  Cambridge, 
7  throughout 
I*  XV,    H,— MR.  Harl.  aaSo. 

[XVt,  CI,— MS.  Campsall, 

■loM  to  Cp.  and  H[, 
r  [To  Ihesc  may  be  adrlcd  l»o  MS.  fragments  printed  in  Odd  Tills  of  Ciatu 
V™  (Chaucer  Society.  1880);    and  one  MS.  frsEment  of  Bot.k  v.  1443-149*  <| 
Sdge  University  Library,] 

Editions 
JtVlI,   Cl,— Caiton-s  Edition  (14B4). 

(!  throughout  (with  7  readings). 
,   Th,—-ThynQe"s  Edition  (1533). 

7  throughout  (wiih  Cn.  and  a  rendings,  11 
I  [The  Editions  of  Wvnkyn  de  Worde  (ijij)  a 
taton's  leil.  In  Sir  Francis  Kiiinslon's  Latin  Tran; 
K  English  text  is  a  reprint  of  Thynlie's,] 

S,  J,  Cp.,  Hj,  and  CI.  are  the  most  accun 
a  be  depended  upon, 
'  The  picient  text  is  based  upon  J  (MS.  LI,  St.  John's  Cullege),  and  haa  fe 
«led  throughout  from  readings  of  n  and  p  types  alone.  Bui  all  the  aulhoiitit 
bve  been  enatnincd,  and  all  ihe  important  variations  of  7  type  aie  given.  ■ 
o  curtail  the  critical  noles  as  much  as  possible,  the  mistakes  occurring  in 
ite  corrected,  and  the  spelling  (including  the  insertion  01  deletion  □(  final  1 
ll  normalised,  in  most  cases,  wilhmil  special  mention  ;  also,  where  possible,  a,  ( 
d  7  hftve  been  employed  to  represent  the  MSS.,  or  ihe  majority  of  the  MSS 
Monging  to  these  lypes  respectively. 

In   prinlii^   the  text  for  ihis  edition,  gome  assistance  has  been  offered  to  l) 
der  by  the  indication  of  stressed  syllables,  by  the  use  of  the  dotted  (  I 


lie  cspeci.illy  in  Books  t, 
d  of  Pj'nson  (.. 


0  gratnmntieal  t 
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e  a  SEianle  tyllablc  in  the  mitidlc  of  ihe  line,  and  Ijy  iiiaiking  elision  in  si 
»'b/,  i»'(V,  H'Mt,  n'i^,  ih'ilte,  tk'effeel,  m'aitnie,  iAiY  (for  /Aii  ii),  i 
D  i»c  oS  i  and/,  aiuluf  n  and  v,  has  been  uiopted,  as  well  as  the  mod< 
{  of  tJkMi,  yeu,  eur,  etc.  In  hir  (  =  >ier),  and  hir  ( =  l/ieir),  e  (ioterjectio 
(  =  Mrr).  (HI  and  eoH  (  =  (>w),  c/ond  ^ /fa,  rt«,  and /ii-l^rtriw),  Ihe  sp 
Li  been  diffcrcnlialcd  to  indicale  the  meaning ;  and  in  French  words  ending 
nt  has  been  telaincd.  The  final  e  at  evert,  nevtri,  Initn,  etc.,  has  In 
s  Chaiicer'5  pronunciation  was  cvidenlly  ti'rc,  va/ri,  Infrt,  etc 


CHAUCER'S  WORDS  UNTO  ADAM   HIS  OWNE  SCRIVEYN 


n  jm  iTtspril  B  only  found  i 

■d  in  Shirlcy'a  edition  of   I ; 

Its  pfobatdc  dale  is  1 385, 


THE    HOUS    OF    FAME 


(II.   FkANK   Hbatii) 


\ 


h  the  HtHi  a/J-'ume  we  leave  the  period  of  the  poet's  finished  work.     Fr 

e  on  his  jilnns  were  Iv  more  amlnlious,  but  they  were  duomed  to  rem 

The  Hfus  v/J-'ame,  the  Legtmit  of  Good  Women,  and,  greatest  of  -. 

toy  7'altt,  were  none  of  them  completed.     At  Ihe  close  of  the   Tnii 

X  had   utiered   the  hope  ihat  God  would  'Sende  (him)  might    to  make 

edie,'  and  most  critics  are  agreed  that  the  Heus  of  Fame  was  meant  to 

nieot  of  this  intention.     There  is  some  reason  for  thinking,  I  believe,  I 

/  ef  /dfMf  hod  been  commenced  some  years  before   IJS3,  and  then  1 

Wilien  the  Troilas  was  complete,  this  unfinished  '  comedy '  came  lo  Chauo 

rl  bmcc  ihc  prayer.      It  is  difficult,  on  any  other  assumption,  lu  undetsli 

■  qif  the  short  couplet,  an  unsatis^Lory  measure  at  best,  particularly  for  si 

E  a*  the  story  of  .^ncas,  which  takes  tip  the  major  pari  of  the  first  bo 

~  uil>ed  the   second  book — in  which   the  story  advances  rapidly  enou| 

1  lieiit  humorous  touch  Ihroi^huut — the  work  was  laid   a^idc.      ^^^ 

n  taken  in  hand  on  the  completion  of  the  Troilui  a  new  lone  is  noticeal 

innntlon  to  Apotlo,  ■  god  of  science  and  of  light,'  marks  the  fresh  sti 

•  fnUoweH  by  an  apology  for  the  *  light  and  lewd '  verse.     It  is  not  'en 

■  which  is  bis  mm,  and  throughout  the  humour  is  no  longer  plaj 

/  inwicdl.  tor  the  poet  has  learnt  to  «ee  his  art  and  life  in  the  light 

■  Amj.      The  close  of  the  fragment  describing  the  hall   of  Fame  and 

a  10  the  goddess  is  the  purest  piece  of  satire  Chaucer  ever  wrote. 

Mroycd  ihe  original  playful  plan  and  rendered  some  striking  close  oecesso 

[Ihi*,  no  urindcr  the  poet's  golden  eagle,  having  borne  him  up  to  the  re: 

'  tdt  il  hard,  as  hos  been  remarked,  to  get  down  again.     No  wonder  ' 

p  of  the  separate  parts  of  the  poem  is  much  more  masterly.'  a: 


'than  the  general  plan.'     The  bagmenl 


of  Ihe  Ihiid  li 


1  the  first  two  put  ti^^her.     Chaucer  hnd  put  l 


xliv 
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bottle.^  The  care  bestowed  on  the  poem  is  evident  from  the  number  of  so 
from  which  the  poet  drew.  The  mediaeval  machinery  of  a  dream  vrith  a  descri 
of  the  temple  of  Venus  offers  the  opportunity  for  giving  an  outline  of  the  sto 
the  Aiiuid,  Then  follows  the  appearance  of  the  eagle  and  the  journey  t< 
house  of  Fame,  the  description  of  which  is  taken  from  the  Metamorphoses  xii.  3, 
Professor  Ten  Brink  was  the  first  to  point  out  that  in  general  plan  and  in  a  nu 
of  individual  passages  the  influence  of  the  Dwina  Commedia  can  be  tr 
Both  poems  are  visions,  in  both  there  is  a  heaven-sent  guide  who  may 
accompany  the  poet  in  parts  of  his  journey  ;  lioth  are  divided  into  three  books, 
probably  the  importance  of  Vergil  in  Dante's  poem  suggested  the  story  of  the  ^ 
Certainly  the  idea  of  the  golden  eagle  is  taken  from  him  {Purgat,  ix.).  The 
strophe  to  'Thought,'  at  the  opening  of  the  second  book,  was  suggested  b] 
Inferno  (ii.  7-9),  the  invocation  in  the  third  book  by  that  at  the  beginning  o 
Paradiso  (i.  1 3-27).  The  philosophy,  however,  is  not  Dante's,  but  rather — a 
poet  himself  suggests — that  of  Boethius  (ii.  464  ff. ) ;  yet  the  poem  as  a  wh< 
Chaucer's,  and  none  but  his. 

The  Horn  of  Fanu  was  not  likely  to  be  popular,  and  there  are  unfortun 
only  three  MSS.  and  two  editions  to  serve  as  authorities.    I  arrange  them  as  follow 


F= Fairfax  16  (Bodleian  Library). 

B=Bodley638 

P=Pepys  2006  (Magdalene  College,  Cambridge),  incomplete. 
Cx.  =Caxton's  Edition  (1477-78). 
Th-  =  W.  Thynne's  Edition  (1532). 

The  better  group  is  B,  and  MS.  P  has  been  used  as  the  basis  of  {he  text : 
as  it  is  available.  From  that  point  on  Cx.  and  Th.  were  used  with  the  aid 
and  B.  Th.,  it  should  be  remarked,  is  not  merely  a  reprint  of  Cx.,  for  T^ 
certainly  had  access  to  and  made  use  of  other  authorities. 

1  Some  support  aptiears  to  be  lent  to  this  theory^  by  the  Fairfax  MS.,  which  commences  thi 
book  on  f.  169,  after  a  wide  i^pace,  with  a  large  illuminated  capital,  similar  to  that  used  at  the  O] 
of  the  poem ;  whilst  the  second  book,  which  commences  on  f.  i6x,  runs  straight  on  after  the  close 
first  without  any  space,  and  with  a  capital,  which,  though  umilar  in  design  to  that  used  for  the 
two  books,  is  not  quite  so  large. 
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THE    LEGENDE    OF    GOOD    WOMEN 

(Alfred  W.  Pollard) 

Legtnde  of  Good  Wonun^  as  Chaucer  planned  it,  was  intended  to  consist  of 
rue,  the  stories  of  nineteen  women  who  have  been  true  to  love,  and  lastly^ 
nd  of  the  crown  of  womanhood,  Queen  Alcestis,  who  gave  up  her  own  life 
her  husband's.  Such  a  series  of  poems  had  plainly  been  for  some  time  in 
's  mind.  The  goodness  of  Alceste  is  the  subject  of  two  stanzas  in  the 
;  and  in  the  Hous  of  Fame  (Bk.  i.  11.  388-426),  after  telling  the  story  of 
It  of  Virgil's  ^neidj  he  gives  quite  a  list  of  other  faithful  women,  to  whom, 
ts,  he  meant  to  apply  the  phrase  he  uses  of  Dido,  that  if  it  were  not  too  long 
:e  he  would  have  liked  to  write  her  love  in  full.  Chaucer  was  certainly  oc- 
kith  the  Hous  of  Fame  in  1 383- 1 384,  and  the  Legeftde — in  which  it  is  mentioned 
he  poet's  list  of  his  own  writings — must  have  immediately  succeeded  it.  Wc 
at  on  1 7th  February  1 385  he  obtained  permission  to  exercise  his  Comptroller- 
deputy,  and  it  has  been  conjectured  that  the  intention  he  expresses  of  sending 
r  poem  to  the  Queen  (11.  496,  497),  and  the  probability  that  she  was  meant 
ientified  with  the  good  Alceste,  are  marks  of  gratitude  for  this  particular 
which  may  have  been  obtained  through  her  intervention.  Lydgate,  in  the 
e  to  his  Fall  of  Princes^  even  says  that  the  Legende  was  written  *  at  the 
of  the  quene,'  but  if  so  it  would  surely  have  been  duly  completed.  Every- 
owever,  points  to  1 385  as  the  year  of  its  composition. 

he  nineteen  (or  twenty)  legends  planned,  only  nine  were  written.  These 
c  (I)  Cleopatra,  who  is  represented  (not  quite  in  accordance,  as  Chaucer 
s,  with  *  storial  sooth ')  as  a  martyr  to  her  love  for  Antony ;  (2)  Thisbe, 
iised  to  survive  her  lover  Pyramus  (see  Bottom's  play  in  the  Midsummer 
Dream  ;  (3)  Dido ;  (4)  the  two  victims  of  Jason's  treachery,  Hypsipylc 
dea  ;  (5)  Lucretia ;  (6)  Ariadne;  (7)  Philomela,  the  victim  of  Tereus;  (8) 
who  slew  herself  for  love  of  Demophon ;  (9)  Hypermnestra,  who  accepted 
her  father's  hands  rather  than  treacherously  kill  her  husband.  By  the  aid 
hints  in  the  Prologue,  and  of  a  curious  mention  of  these  '  seintes  legendes 
de '  in  the  talk  which  precedes  the  Man  of  Law's  story  in  the  Canterbury 
L  is  possible  to  make  a  fair  guess  as  to  the  names  of  the  other  ten  women, 
ion  to  Alcestis,  whose  praises  Chaucer  was  too  tired  to  sing.  They  belong 
same  class  of  heroines  as  the  nine  he  wrote  of,  and  we  need  not  trouble 
bem  here.  For  the  nine  legends  Chaucer  had  recourse  chiefly  to  the 
rphoses  and  Heroides  of  Ovid,  but  he  used  also  two  Latin  works  by  Boccaccio, 
De  Claris  Mulieribus  and  De  Genealogia  Deonun^  while  the  story  of  Dido 
I  mainly  from  Virgil,  and  that  of  Hypsipyle  and  Medea  from  the  Historia 
\  of  Guido  delle  Colonne.  The  only  other  point  that  need  be  mentioned 
the  Prologue  (much  the  most  interesting  part  of  the  poem)  exists  in  two 
versions.  The  one  which  appears  to  be  the  earlier  has  545  lines,  of  which 
luding  one  long  passage  on  love  tales,  and  a  reference  to  Chaucer's  own 
)f  '  sixty  bookes  olde  and  newe '  all  full  of  stories — do  not  reappear  in  the 
text.  In  this  many  lines  are  altered,  the  position  of  others  transposed,  and 
emitted  lines  replaced  by  124  new  ones,  bringing  the  number  in  the  second 
to  579.     Some  of  the  alterations  seem  intended  to  make  the  ^^tu  xciot^ 


I 


•ccepuble  to  the  Queen,  Ihe  resl  ore  poelical  improvenicnls  which  may  easily  ti< 
ttudied  in  Ihe  psTRllel  columns  in  which  ihey  are  printed  in  (his  edition. 

Nine  M5S.,  besides  Thynne's  Ediiinn  (Tb. ),  have  been  collated,  as  [trinled  b)-  ihc 
Quucei  Society,  for  the  text  of  this  poem,  viz.  Cg  4.  27,  Cambridge  (quoted  as  tifli 
FaiiEix  (F)i  Tanner  (Tan.):  R  3.  19,  Trinity  College.  Cambridge  (Trin.);  Ani. 
Seld.  B  34,  Bodleian  LJbmry  (Arch.  Seld.) ;  Bodley  MS.  63S  (B) ;  British  Muievn 
Additional  MS.  9S32  (Add.),  and  13,514  (Add.,) ;  and  Pepys  MS.  2006  (Pepyt). 

Of  these  MSS.  F  and  B  must  be  derived  immediately  /rom  the  same  origituU,  nit 
Tan.,  which  shares  most  of  tbeti  glaring  faults,  ftoin  the  original  of  (bat.     The  leil  tt- 
Thynne's  edition  belongs  to  the  same  group,  but  Thynne  must  have  collated  il  •iih 
other  MSS.,  as  he  has  supplied  lines  and  wotds  which  F,  B,  and  Tan.  omil.     In 
notes  P  stands  for  F  and  B;  F>  for  F,  II,  ami  Tan.  ;  K'  for  V,  B,  Tan.,  and  Tii 

The  leadit^  MS.  in  a  second  group  is  Trin.,  with  which  must  be  red 
Add.,  which,  however,  slops  at  1.  1986.  These  two  MSS.  are  almost  a;  ^r 
identical  as  F  and  B,  and  contain  a  number  of  good  readings.  The  other  M.i 
fragment  Add.j,  which  only  li^ns  at  1.  1640,  belongs  to  the  same  group,  .l- 
docs  Arch.  Seld.  The  latter,  however,  is  a  dangerous  MS.  to  use,  as  its  '  . 
who  may  have  worked  from  the  same  original  used  fcr  Trin.  and  .Add.,  haspluin! 
tioduced  many  emendations  of  bis  own  to  smooth  away  difliculties  of  sense  m  n 
I  have  occasionally  denoted  the  agreement  of  Trin.  and  Add.  by  Trin.*;  o(  i 
Add.  and  Arch.  Seld.  by  Trin.^j  ami  of  Trin.  Add.  Arch.  Seld.  and  Add.  j  by  1 

The  Cambridge  MS.  Gg  aland;  by  itself,  in  virtue  of  its  possession  of  itu 
draft  of  Ihe  Prologue.  Its  readings  are  throughout  of  great  importance,  1" 
spelling  is  bad,  and  it  lacks  11.  1836-1907.  The  Pepys  fragment,  which  *!■  ; 
I.  1367,  though  il  has  the  second  draft  of  the  Prologue,  is  linked  to  Gg  by  po^--' 
U,  960.  961.  which  the  other  MSS.  omit;  but  it  sometimes  agrees  with  thi.-  r 
group  against  Gg.  Its  independent  readings  (with  the  possible  exception  of  j^ 
in  1.  I  iz6)  are  of  no  I'aluc. 

In  making  my  text  I  am  sorry  now  that  I  did  not  take  the  Trinity  MS.  » 
slaiting-point,  but  I  for  a  long  lime  suspected  it  of  being  overmuch  edited.  Tbi 
Ibe  comi^eteness  and  compaiativety  good  spelling  of  Fairfiix  gave  it  Ihe  piefeiEOCq 
but  in  my  final  revision  I  have  systematically  substituted  the  readings  of  the  TntA] 
group,  or  of  Gg,  for  those  of  the  Fairfax  where  there  was  any  possibility  of  dl 
In  the  mallet  of  spelling  I  have  cleared  away  a  good  many  of  the  double  ve 
(especially  w)  which  arc  the  chief  disfigurement  of  F,  and  have  removed  a  fsl 
i«cccntridti<»,  though  with  a  very  sparing  hand. 


LATER    MINOR    POEMS 
(H.  Frank  Hbath) 

TO  ROSEMOUNDE 
To  tlie  Trpiiiu  period  belongs  this  playRil  ballade,  which,  like  the  preceding;  i> 
is  only  found  in  one  MS.  (Rawl.  Poet.  163,  leaf  1 14)  in  the  Bodleian  Ubrar]'.  ' 
it  was  discovered  some  years  since  by  Dr.  Fumivall,  and  afterwards  redi-i. 
end  first  published  by  Professor  Skeat.  The  metaphor  with  which  Ihe  third  -: 
opeoi,  and  the  iiooical  hatnout  of  its  combination  with  the  story  of  Isolde,  tif, 
takably  declare  the  authorship. 
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THE   FORMER   AGE 

This  pleasant  rhapsody  upon  the  good  old  times  is  based  upon  Boethius'  De 
'tmuolaiione  Philosophia  (ii.  met.  v. ),  with  echoes  here  and  there  from  the  Roman 
fe  la  Rose,  It  is  only  found  in  two  MSS.,  both  in  the  University  Library  at 
wunbridge.  Their  press  marks  are  Ii  3.  21  and  Hh  4.  12.  The  former  is  the 
better  of  the  two,  and  has  been  used  as  the  basis  of  the  text.  This  and  the  next 
four  poems  cannot  be  exactly  dated.  They  were  written  after  1382,  and  probably 
before  1390. 

FORTUNE 

Balades  de  visage  sans  peinturey  as  this  poem  is  called  in  the  MSS.,  are  a  series 
of  ballades,  or  rather  a  triple  ballade,  with  a  single  envoy  of  seven,  and  possibly  only 
«x  lines,  in  prabe  of  the  friend  of  the  *  un painted  face,'  who  is  faithful  in  adversity. 
It  was  possibly  written  after  Chaucer's  loss  of  office  in  1 386. 

There  are  eight  MSS.  and  one  edition  of  this  poem,  which  I  arrange  as  follows  :- 


Ii  =  Cambridge  University  Library  MS.  Ii  3.  ai. 
A = Shirley's  Ashmole  MS.  59  (Bodleian  Library). 
Harl.  =Harleian  MS.  2251  (British  Museum). 

T= Shirley's  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  MS.  R  3.  ao  (sheet  7  lacking). 
F= Fairfax  MS.  16  (Bodleian  Library). 
B=Bodley  638  (Bodleian  Library). 
P=Pepys  2006  (Magdalene  College,  Cambridge). 
L  =  Lansdowne  MS.  699  (British  Museum). 
Cx.  =Caxton's  Edition  (1477-78). 

Ii  is  decidedly  the  best  authority,  and  this  has  been  made  the  basis  of  the  text, 


TRUTH 

This  ballade  and  the  next,  called  Gentilesse^  show  Chaucer  in  his  gravest  mood, 
■id  reveal  the  finely-tempered  spirit  which  underlay  his  ironical  and  sometimes 
mical  humour.  Both  poems,  like  the  Ijik  of  Stedfasinesse,  owe  their  suggestion, 
■>  doubt,  to  Boethius,  but  Truth  (which  is  the  finest)  less  so  than  the  others,  while 
WKj  all  strike  an  intensely  personal  note. 
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Gg     C  RAddAdd, 


I.    Cx.  EFT     If    T 


The  dolled  line  is  intended  to  show  that  Ibetc  is  evidence  of  ci 


MS. 

^Additional  MS.  10,340  (British  Muscuni). 
'—Additional  MS.  aa. 139 
.  — I^ntdowne  MS.  699 
=  Fairfex  MS.  16  (Bodleian  l.ibraiy). 

,=  Fairfax  MS.  16  (Bodleian  Llbrarjr},  sei^ond  copy  oF  the  poem. 
=ShlrleT-s  Trinilx  College,  CHmbridge,  MS.  R  3.  30. 

=Shirley's  Trinily  College,  Cambridge,  MS.  R  3.  ao,  second  copy  of  die  pB 
=  Shirley's  Harleiaii  MS,  7333  (British  Muieum). 
=  Arch.  Selden  B  34  (Bodleian  Libmry). 
^Cambridge  Univerjity  Library  K" 
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T  =  airiej'i  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  MS.  R  3.  20. 
H  =Sfaiile]r'E  Harleiao  MS.  7333  (Briiisti  Museum). 
A  =Slutler'£  Aihniole  M&  59  (Oxforil). 
Tr.  =Trlni[y  Colleffe.  Cambridge.  MS.  R  14.  51. 
HarL  =Hartei>n  MS,  3351  (Bririsb  Mu.<ieum). 
Add.  =AddilionaI  MS.  39,139  (Biilish  Museum), 

C=CciItoa  MS.  Ceopatra  D  \ni.  (Brilisli  Museum). 
Ha.  =HBrleiBn  M.it.  2357  (British  Museum). 
0.  =Caxlon's  Edition  (1477-78 )- 


LAK  OF  STEDFASTNESSE 

Thit  ballade,  which  is  chiefly  notable  for  its  envoy  lo  King  liJchard,  Shirley  ai 
n  tuTC  placed  between  1393  and  139Q.  But  it  is  difficult  lo  account 
ion's  sudden  accession  of  rerormalory  teal  towards  the  man  who  could  alone 
ftBckly-emptying  puise.  The  poet,  if  we  except  this  poem,  had  noneof  Langland's 
'1  anil  was  always  of  the  Court  party.  Mr.  Pollard  has  su^ested,  and  with  great 
of  reason,  thai  this  address  to  the  King  and  icrerence  lo  the  instability  of  the 
tmitttbly  dates  from  the  time  when  the  young  Richard  was  taking  the  govern- 
inio  his  own  hands,  end  throwing  over  the  tutelage  of  his  guardian  uncles  witli  _ 
nppon  of  all  his  people's  hopes.  This  would  place  Ihe  composition  in 
'~  and  wlien  read  with  this  in  mind  the  whole  poem  gains  an  add 
arc  tight  MSS.  and  onu  printed  edition  of  this  poem,  which  I  a 
B  arnnging  as  follows  : — 


.V 


Th.       Tr.  Bou. 


TsShirleys  Trinity  CoUeEe,  CJambndge.  MS,  R  3.  -. 
llsSIuiley's  Harleian  MS.  7333  (British  Museum). 
FsFair&i  16  (Bodleian  Libruy). 
ftU.  =  Harieian  MS.  7J7B  (Bridsb  Museum). 
Cl,  =  Cotton  MS.  Oeopatia  D  vii.  (Bfllisli  Museum). 
A:diL= Additional  MS,  ai.139  (Driiish  Museum). 
Tt.  =  THnit|t  Collesc,  Cambridge,  R  14.  51, 
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Ban.  =  Bannatyne  MS.  1568  (Hunterian  Museum.  Glasgow). 
Th.  =Thynne's  Edition  (1532). 

Group  B  is  the  better  of  the  two  main  groups  of  authorities,  and  MS.  H  has  been 
used  as  the  basis  of  the  text  (cp.  supra,  p.  xxxii). 


THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  VENUS 

Tliese  three  ballades,  to  which  Shirley  gave  the  above  title,  are  translations,  more 
or  less  free,  from  the  famous  Savoyard  poet.  Sir  Otes  de  Granson,*  made  probably  to 
l)lease  Isabella,  Duchess  of  York,  the  doubtful  heroine  of  the  Compleynt  of  Mars, 
The  envoy,  which  is  the  best  part  of  the  poem,  is  wholly  original.  The  date  is  hard 
to  assign,  but  it  is  probably  somewhere  near  1393.  There  are  eight  MSS.  and  one 
printed  edition  of  this  poem,  which  I  arrange  as  follows  : — 


Seld 


1  =  Shirley's  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  R  3.  20. 
A  =  Shirley's  Ashmole  59  (Oxford). 
F  =  Fairfax  16  (Bodleian  Library). 
Tn.  =  Tanner  346        ,,  ,, 

P(B)  =  Pepys  aoo6  Hand  B  (Magdalene  College,  Cambridge),  11.  65-72  are  wanting. 
P(E)  =  Pepys  2006  Hand  E  ,,  ,,  ,.  contains  only  11.  45>8a. 

Ff=  Cambridge  University  Library  MS.  Ff  i.  6. 
Seld.  =Arch.  Selden  MS.  B  24  (Bodleian  Librar>). 
Ju.  =  Julian  Notary's  Edition  (1499-1502). 

The  best  group  of  MSS.  is  B,  and  I  have  used  this  as  the  basis  of  the  text. 


ENVOY  TO  SCOGAN 

About  the  same  time  as  The  CompUyni  of  Venus,  Chaucer,  wrote  this  playful 
reproach  to  his  friend  Henry  Scogan  for  having  given  up  his  lady  at  *  Michelmesse,* 
when  he  found  her  careless  of  his  distress.  But  some  year  or  two  earlier,  in  139 1, 
the  poet  had  lost  his  post  as  Clerk  of  the  King's  Works,  and  he  makes  this  an 
opportunity  of  begging  for  his  friend's  influence  on  behalf  of  the  needy  road-corn- 

1  For  more  concerning  Granson,  cp.  Piaget,  '  Otoo  de  Granson  and  tes  Poesies,'  Rcmamim^  vol 
xix.  1890. 
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missioner  exiled  in  the  *  solitarie  wildemesse '  of  Greenwich.     The  prayer  may  have 

^    borne  fruit  in  the  pension  granted  him  next  year. 

'  There  are  three  MSS.  (MS.  Gg  4.  27,  Univ.  Libr.  Camb.  ;  MS.   Fairfax  16, 

Bodleian  Libr.  ;  and  MS.  Pepys  2006,  Magd.  Coll.  Camb.)  and  one  edition  (that 
of  Thynne  1 532)  which  serve  as  authorities  for  this  poem.  They  all  seem  to  belong 
to  one  group ;  there  is  certainly  no  sufficient  evidence  for  dividing  them,  though  MS. 
Fairfax  is,  on  the  whole,  the  best,  and  has  been  used  as  the  basis  for  tin's  text. 


ENVOY  TO  BUKTON 

This  bitter-sweet  l)allade,  in  stanzas  of  eight  lines,  touches  marriage,  and  is  quite 
characteristic  of  the  poet.  It  was  written  in  1396,  as  we  know  by  the  reference  to 
the  English  prisoners  taken  in  the  ex^)edition  against  Friesland  of  that  year.  There 
is  only  one  MS.  (Fairfax  16)  besides  two  early  printed  editions  of  this  ix)eni,  that  of 
Julian  Notary  (1499-1502),  and  that  of  Thynne  (1532).  The  text  is  based  upon  the 
Fairfax  MS. 


COMPLEYNT  TO  HIS  PURSE 

This  sadly  humorous  poem  must  be  one  of  the  last,  if  not  quite  the  last,  we  have  from 
the  pfKTt's  pen.  It  was  addressed  to  Henry  of  Bolingbroke,  *  the  Conqueror  of  Brutes 
Albioun,'  and  it  won  from  him  an  additional  pension  of  forty  marks,  which  ensured 
Chaucer  against  penury  in  the  closing  months  of  his  life.  Professor  Skeat  thinks  it 
probable  that  all  the  poem  except  the  envoy  was  written  at  an  earlier  date,  but 
without,  it  seems  to  me,  sufficient  ground.  There  arc  six  MSS.  and  one  early  printed 
edition  of  this  poem,  which  I  arrange  as  follows  : — 


HarL 


F= Fairfax  z6  (Bodleian  library). 

H= Shirley's  Harleian  MS.  7333  (British  Museum). 

Ff=  Cambridge  University  Library  MS.  Ff  i.  6. 
Add.  =s Additional  MS.  22,139  (British  Museum). 

P= Pepys  MS.  aoo6  (Magdalene  College,  Cambridge;. 
Harl.=  Harleian  MS.  2251  (British  Museum). 
Cz.  sCaxton's  Edition  (1477-78). 

The  best  MS.  is  the  Fair£uc,  which  has  been  used  as  the  basis  of  the  text. 
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PROVERBS 

These  two  proverbs,  if  indeed  they  are  Chaucer's,  add  nothing  to  his  reputation. 
There  are  three  MSS.  of  these  trifles,  two  of  which,  the  Fair&x  and  the  Harleian  j 
7578,  ascribe  the  authorship  to  the  poet.     I  arrange  the  authorities  as  folloiK's : —       j 


Add 


F  =  Fairfax  16  (Bodleian  Library). 
Ha.  =  Harleian  MS.  7578  (British  Museum). 
Add.  =  Additional  MS.  16,165  (British  Museum). 

B  is  the  better  of  the  two  groups  of  MSS.,  and  MS.  F  has  been  made  the  basis 

of  the  text. 


DOUBTFUL    MINOR    POEMS 

(H.  Frank  Heath) 

MERCILES    BEAUTE 

This  triple  roundel  immediately  follows  several  of  Chaucer's  genuine  poems  in 
the  only  MS.  (Pepys  2006)  in  which  it  is  found.  Its  manner  is  quite  that  of  the 
lH)et,  and  it  seems  to  have  been  well  known,  for  its  first  line  is  quoted  in  Lydgate's 
*  Ballade  in  commemoration  of  our  Ladie,'  St.  22. 

The  i)ocms  that  follow  have  no  direct  evidence  as  to  their  authorship,  bat  they 
arc  sufficiently  in  Chaucer's  manner,  though  they  do  not  show  him  at  his  best,  if  thqr 
are  his.     They  arc  all  of  an  erotic  turn. 


AGAINST   WOMEN    UNCONSTANT 

'ITie  Ballade  *  Against  \V(mien  Unconstant  *  is  found  in  three  MSS.  (vi*.  Cottoo 
Cleopatra  D  vii.;  Harleian  7578;  Fairfex  16),  and  in  Stowe's  edition  of  the 
works  published  in  1 56 1.  These  authorities  &11  into  two  main  groups,  one  of  which 
consists  of  the  Fairfax  MS.,  the  authority  nearest  to  the  original  on  the  whole,  aDd 
therefore  made  the  basis  of  this  text.  The  remaining  authorities  constitute  the 
second  group,  within  which  the  Cotton  MS.  and  Stowc*s  edition  form  a  subdivtnoo 
traceable  to  a  copy  of  the  MS.,  of  which  Harleian  7578  was  a  copy. 

The  subheading  of  this  poem  is  from  the  edition  of  1561  which  reads — *A 
Balade  whichc  Chaucer  made  agaynst  women  unconstant.* 


{NTRQDUCTION 


COMPLEYNT   DAMOURS 

The  Cvnfiiyiif  Dameiirs,   much  the  pooresl  or  these  daubtfal  ptyrins,  is  also 

1  in  three  MSS.   (Fkit&x  l6;  Bodley  638:   nnd  HarleUn  7333).     They  (all 

grimpH,  of  which  the  Harleian  MS.  forms  one,  and  the  lemaining  MSS, 
.  The  comiuon  source  of  Ihese  two  groups  w'as  almost  certainly  a  MS. 
01  more  removes  from  the  or^nal.  None  of  the  existing  MSS.  are  good, 
1  the  whole  formi  Ihc  bcil  basts  for  a  lexi,  and  has  been  so  used  in  this 


E  refieieDce  \a  and  quotation  from  the  Parkmmt  of  Fmiles  in  the  last  i 
na  evidence  of  ils  genuincnefis,  whilst  the  subheading  given  ii 
i«  oyiHic  and  apparently  nonsense.' 


BALADE  OF  COMPLEYNT,   Etc. 


\ 


,  «  B^adt  ef  CamfltyHl  is  found  in  only  one  MS.  (Addil.  16,165,  '°''  'S^''  " 
hitish  Museum) :  and  the  same  is  true  of  the  Baladt  that  Chaucier  aiatii 
:  MS.  i4i36o,  f  2ib),  wbicb  was  first  printed  In  the  Alhimtum. 


TREATISE    ON    THE    ASTROLABE 

(Mark  1[.  Liodkll) 


\ 


e  Aitnlatt  gives  us  evidence  of  Chaucer's  interest  in  exact  science,  as  the 
I  his  leiuiing  to  philosophy.  The  Ailnlalie,  however,  as  u  translation 
\  Mperiot.  Ripeness  of  schoiaidiip,  certainly  of  style,  clearness  of  judgment ; 
K  come  out  clearly  in  this  later  work. 

■  ibc  evidence  of  the  introduction  and  the  dales  given  in  the  body  of  the 
"  to  a  late  period  of  Chaucer'*  life.  There  Is  Utile  of  that  uncertainty  which 
;s  the  Botee,  and  no  infelicities  of  idiotn  or  mistakes  in  construing  the  Latin, 
sting  111  nciie  in  this  connection  that  the  testimony  of  the  Colophon  in 
.  Jobn't  (C'liibridgc)  MS.  to  the  elfect  that  Chaucei  wrote  the  tract  for  his 
rwti,  then  uodet  the  tutelage  of  (?  Ralph)  Strode  al  Meiton  College,  is  borne 
/  (be  fiict  thai  the  problems  are  ado|rtcd  to  the  latitude  of  Oxford,  and 
MS.  Bodley  619,  ihc  beit  of  those  ihat  have  come  down  lo  us,  bears  evidcnci' 
rtitlen  liy  an  Aslronomcr  of  Merlon  College.  Chancet's  plan 
■  aoibjtlaus  one,  and  comprehended  a  complete  treatise  on  the  subject 
biAVjf  Fariit],  He  dihci  did  not  live  to  complete  it  or  lired  of  his  work 
Tilt  soiiiees  of  the  tract  are  Mcssahala's  treatise  for  most  of  ihi; 
,'  and  John  ile  Sacrobosco'a  dt  Sfihtta  for  the  definitions  and  descriptive 
The  few  conclusions  not  traceable  to  Messabala  may  be  accounted  fot 
g  an  edition  in  which  thcie  were  extra  conclusions  inserted  like  those  ia 


>  ten  M^  nfeti  NoiEi 
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vyM\i  7  of  C'hauccr'j!  own  tract.     The  few  definitions  not  directly  traceable  to  Sacro- 
Jx/vy*  arc  [y:rha|M  additions  of  Chaucer's  own. 

The  technical  character  of  the  work  has  preserved  it  in  a  number  of  MSS. ; 
et(;hteen  arc  now  known.  Many  of  them  are  very  poor,  but,  fortunately  for  a 
critical  text,  the  inferior  ones  all  derive  from  the  same  source  which  is  itself  preserved 
\fi  us  in  vyA  MSS.  The  following  have  been  used  for  the  text : — MS.  Bodley6l9 
(Hj),  the  lianis  of  the  text ;  K.  Museo  54  (M|),  in  the  Bodleian  Library ;  Dd  3.  SJ 
of  the  Ombr.  Univ.  Library;  Kawl.  D.  913  (Rj),  in  the  Bodleian;  Dd  12.  51 
(lAi,),  Cambr.  Univ.  Library;  Ashmole  391  (Aj)  (fragmentary),  Bodleian  Library; 
Afthmolc  360  (Aj),  Bodleian;  Bodley  68  (B,) ;  K.  Museo  216  (M,)  (fragmentaiy), 
YftAVxATi ;  Kawl.  Misc.  3,  Bodleian. 

M.S.  H'Hlley  619  (which  was  evidently  copied  by  an  astronomer)  has  been  made 
the  Im-sik  of  the  text  on  account  of  the  almost  uniform  excellence  of  its  readingiw 
The  text  is  critical,  leased  upon  an  arrangement  of  the  MSS.  as  roughly  shown  in  ^ 
following  table  :-- 


a  • 


O 


JMi 
\Dd, 

'  R  J  f(noi  classified. ) 

(?)  Ddo    |. 


17- 


\^  Eg.  Mj.  Add. 

1^*2*       2* 
Thynne'sed.\,^,.  v 
Erie's  ed.       M^^') 


7  shows  a  confusion  in  the  arrangement  of  Pt.  IL,  is  late,  and  contains  a  number 
of  spurious  conclusions. 


ROMAUNT    OF    THE    ROSE 

(Mark  H.  Liddell) 

The  chief  interest  that  attaches  to  The  Komaunt  of  the  Rose  is  due  to  the  possi- 
bility of  its  being  wholly  or  in  part  the  work  of  Chaucer.  Its  felicity  as  a  translation, 
making  anew,  as  it  were,  the  French  poem,  the  beauty  and  ease  of  its  versification, 
the  fact  that  Chaucer  did  translate  Jehan  dc  Meung's  French  poem,  and  that  a  laige 
ixirt  of  this  version  offers  little  to  hang  an  objection  to  as  far  as  Chaucerian  grammar 
Is  concerned,  have  combined  to  enable  it  to  resist  most  successfiilly  all  attempts  to  fix 
it  among  the  spurious  Chaucer  pieces. 

As  the  matter  now  stands  it  is  generally  agreed  that  Chaucer  could  not  ha^x 
written  the  |xirt  beginning  somewhere  about  v.  1 705  *  and  ending  with  v.  5810.  The 
last  part,  extending  from  this  point  to  the  end  and  commonly  called  C  by  scholars, 
may  possibly  have  been  written  by  Chaucer,  though  it  contains  ,sonie  rhymes  that 
are,  to  say  the  least,  unusual  in  Chaucer.  The  first  jxirt,  known  as  A,  though  brief 
when  comixired  to  B  and  C,  has  been  held  by  many  to  be  of  Chaucer's  early  work. 
It  is  not  possible  to  decide  this  question  yet.  All  that  we  can  say  at  present  is 
that  A  (vv.  I -1 705)  may  be  part  of  the  translation  Chaucer  says  he  made  ;  that  C  is 


1  B  is  usually  supposed  to  begin  with  v.  1706,  but  cp.  the  note  to  the  verbc. 
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ossibly  Chaucer's,  but  this  assumption  is  less  likely  than  the  former ;  that  B 
706-5810)  is  probably  the  interpolation  of  a  northern  writer  later  than  Chaucer 
oade  an  attempt  to  join  the  two  parts  of  the  poem  A  and  C,  and  make  a  complete 
ition,  but  wearied  of  his  task  and  dropped  it  at  v.  5810.  But  it  is  just  this 
lat  Chaucer  specifically  refers  to  in  Leg.  430,  43 1 ,  where  he  speaks  of  *  misseying ' 
n.  This  horrible  slander  is  contained  in  w.  4252-4266  of  the  English  version. 
ranslation  must,  therefore,  have  extended  at  least  to  this  point,  so  that  our 
n,  if  it  is  Chaucer's,  was  originally  more  complete  than  it  is  now.  But  who- 
«rrote  it,  the  translation  is  well  worthy  to  take  a  place  beside  Chaucer's  best 
;  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  this  comes  to  be  the  only  surviving  work 
oet  who  was  such  a  master  of  English  verse  and  had  such  power  of  reproducing 
idded  skilful  touches  of  his  own  Jehan  de  Meung's  Roman  de  la  Rose. 
fie  present  edition  offers  a  text  based  almost  solely  upon  the  Gla^ow  MS.  By 
irison  with  the  French  original,  many  unintelligible  lines  have  for  the  first  time 
:x>rrected  so  as  to  make  good  Middle-English  sense.  Many  unintelligible  words 
been  put  back  into  their  proper  form  by  observing  the  reairrence  of  certain 
1  errors  in  the  Glasgow  MS.  e.g.  i  and  y  for  ^,  a  for  0^  e  for  ^,  u  for  ou,  iu 
h  for  /.  The  notes  give  such  variants  as  are  of  any  importance,  together  with 
citations  of  the  French  original  as  are  necessary  to  imderstand  the  English 

Xi. 

hroughout  the  poem  u  and  v,  i  andy  are  used  with  their  modem  values,  excejn 
is  retained  for  modem  J.     The  dotted  k  is  used  to  denote  a  separate  syllable 
:  middle  of  the  line. 


THE    CANTERBURY    TALES 


THE   PROLOGUE 


H€re  hygynneth  the  Book  of  the  tales 
of  Cau9tterbury 

V^HAS  ihal  Aprille  with  his  shoures 

soote 
le  droghic  of  March  hath  perccd  to  the 

roote, 
id  bathed  eveiy  veyne  in  swich  lic6ur 
I  which  vertu  engendred  is  the  flour ; 
rittn  Zephirus  eek  with  his  swete  breeth 
■pircd  hath  in  every  holt  and  heeth 
ht  teodre  croppes,  and  the  yonge  sonne 
bth  in  the  Ram  his  halfe  cours  y-ronne, 
lad  smale  foweles  maken  melodye,        9 
Hat  slepcn  ail  the  nyght  with  open  eye, — 
h  priketh  hem  Nature  in  hir  corses, — 
iHiiiie  kmgen  folk  to  goon  on  pilgrim- 
ages, 
jbl   palmeres    for    to    seken   straimge 
strondes, 
'feme  halwes,  kowthe  in  sondry  londes ; 

q;xcially,  from  every  shires  ende 
>Eagelond,  to  Caunturbury  they  wende, 
kooty  bUsful  martir  for  to  seke, 
bem  hath  holpen  whan  that  they 
were  seeke. 

Kfil  that  in  that  seson  on  a  day, 
iSoothwerk  at  the  Tabard  as  I  lay,    90 
to  wenden  on  my  pilgrymage 
CuDterbury  with  fril  devout  corage, 

fir  Xmim,  Tkc  son  ruiM  one  half  course  in 
■SB  Off  te  RjA  in  March,  and  the  second 
nvncBAprO.  Tbelatter  ends  April  nth. 
>-  mmrtir,  U.  Thonas  h  Bediref , 

B  J 


At  nyght  were  come  into  that  hostelrye 
Wei  nyne-and-twenty  in  a  compaignye, 
Of  sondry  folk,  by  iventure  y-falle 
In  felaweshipe,  and  pilgrimes  were  they 

alle. 
That  toward  Caunterbury  wolden  ryde. 
The  chambres  and  the  stables  weren  wyde. 
And  wel  we  weren  esed  atte  beste.        29 
And  shortly,  whan  the  sonne  was  to  reste, 
So  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem  everychon. 
That  I  was  of  hir  felaweshipe  anon, 
And  made  forward  erly  for  to  ryse, 
To  take  oure  wey,  ther  as  I  yow  devyse. 
But  nathclees,  whil  I  have  tyme  and 

space, 
Er  that  I  ferther  in  this  tale  pace. 
Me  thynketh  it  accordaunt  to  resoun 
To  telle  yow  al  the  condicioun 
Of  ech  of  hem,  so  as  it  semed  me. 
And    whiche  they  weren   and   of  what 

degree,  40 

And  eek  in  what  array  that  they  were  inne ; 
And  at  a  Knyght  than  wol  I  first  bigynne. 

A  Knyght  ther  was  and  that  a  worthy 
man. 
That  fro  the  tyme  that  he  first  bigan 
To  riden  out,  he  loved  chivalrie, 
Trouthe  and  honour,  fredom  and  curteisie. 
Ful  worthy  was  he  in  his  lordcs  werrc, 
And  therto  hadde  he  riden,  no  man  ferre. 
As  wel  in  cristendom  as  in  hethcnesse. 
And  ever  honoured  for  his  wotlY\^Yv*tss«.  ^o 


} 


I 


23.  was  for  wert^  H*. 
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At  Alisiiundrc  he  was  whan  it  was  wonnc  ; 
Ful  <»ftc  lynic  he  liadde  the  bord  bigonne 
AIma'cii  allc  nacjons  in  Pruce. 
In  Let  tow  hadde  he  reyscd  and  in  Kuce, — 
No  cristen  man  so  ofte  of  his  degree. 
In  (lernade  at  the  seege  eek  haddc  he  be 
Of  Algezir,  and  riden  in  Delmarye. 
At  Lycys  was  he,  and  at  Salalye, 
Whan    they  were    wonne ;    and    in    the 

(iretc  See 
At  many  a  noble  armee  hadde  he  be.    Co 
At  mortal  batailles hadde  he  beenfiftene, 
And  foughten  for  oure  fcith  at  Tramys- 

sene 
In  lystcs  thrics,  and  ay  slayn  his  fo<i. 
This  ilkC-  worthy  knyght  hadde  been  also 
.SonUyme  with  the  lord  of  Palatye 
Agayn  another  hethen  in  Turkye  ; 
And  evermoore  he  haddc  a  sovereyn  prj's. 
And  tliongh  that  he  were  worthy,  he  was 

wys, 
An<l  of  his  jKDrt  as  meeke  as  is  a  mayde. 

I  le  never  yet  no  \'ileynye  ne  saydc,       70 
In  al  his  lyf,  unto  no  maner  wight. 

Ho  was  a  verray  parfit,  gentil  knyght. 
IJut  for  to  tellcn  yow  of  his  array, 

I I  is  hors  weren  goode,  but  he  ne  was  nat 

Of  fustian  he  wered  a  g>'iwn 
Al  bism(')terod  with  his  hal^crgeon, 
For  he  was  late  y-conie  from  his  viage, 
And  wente  for  to  doon  his  pilgrymagc. 
With  hym  thcr  was  his  sonc,  a  yong 

S«^l'IKR, 

A  lovyere  and  a  lusty  bacheler>  80 

51.  AlUaundrt^  Alexandria,  taken  by  Pierre 
<lc  Lusi;^nan  in  1356. 

Sz.  the  h^yrd  bigonHt^  taken  the  heatl  of  the 
t.iblc. 

53.  Prurc,  PniSNia,  i.e.  in  company  with  the 
Tciiloiiic  Kiiiglits. 

54.  Lt'ttow.  Lithuania.         Kucf,  Ru^ia. 

56.  (7t-rHtt4/e,  (yranada. 

57.  A/f:fzit\  taken  from  the  M(»on  in  1344. 

57.  Bt-liuar^ey  perhaps  Palmyra. 

561  Lyt-ys^  in  Armenia,  taken  from  the  Turks 
1307. 

58.  Satahi\  Attalia,  taken  from  Turks  1352. 
5g.  tlu  Crete  See,  the  Mediterranean. 

6 J.  nriuce,  an  expedition,  especially  one  by 
sea  ;  ar-yre,  a  disembarkation,  H-. 

62.    Tramyssene^  in  Africa. 

65.  Palatye^  a  Christian  lordship  in  Anatolia. 

74.  ivas  for  weren,  H'-'.  but  Aors  may  be  plural, 
and  refer  to  the  knight's  horse*  in  general. 


With  lokkes  crulle  as  they  were  leyd  in 

presse. 
Of  twenty  year  of  age  he  was,  I  gesse. 
Of  his  stature  he  was  of  cvcne  lengthe, 
And    wonderly  delyverc   and    greet  oT 

strengthe ; 
And  he  hadde  been  somt}nTic  in  ch>'vachie, 
In  Flaundres,  in  Artoys  and  Pycardie, 
And  bom  hym  weel,  as  of  so  litel  space, 
In  hoi)c  to  stonden  in  his  lady  grace.    V 
Embrouded  was  he,  as  it  were  a  meede 
Al  ful  of  fresshe  floures  wh^ne  and  reede ; 
SyngjTigc  he  was,  or  floytynge,  al  the  day; 
lie  was  as  fressh  as  is  the  monlhe  of  May. 
Short  was  his  gownc,  with  sieves  longe 

and  wydc  ; 
Wcl  koudc  he  silte  on  hors  and  faire  ryde; 
He  koude  songcs  make  and  wel  endite, 
Juste  and  eck  dauncc  and  weel  purtreyc 

and  write. 
So  h(X)te  he  love<le  that  by  nyghtertalc 
I  le  sice])  namoore  than  dooth  a  nyghtjn- 

gale. 
Curteis  he  was,  lowely  and  serrysdble, 
And  carf  biforn  his  fider  at  the  table,  no 

A  Ykman  hadde  he  and  ser\'int2  namo 
At  that  tyme,  for  hyni  liste  ride  soo ; 
And  he  was  clad  in  cote  and  hood  of  greiK: 
A  shcef  of  ]xx;ok  arwes,  bright  and  keoe, 
Under  his  belt  he  bar  fill  thriftily — 
W^el  koude  he  dresse  his  takel  yemanly ; 
His  arwes  droupcd  noght  with  fdihah 

lowe — 
And  in  his  hand  he  1)aar  a  myghty  bowb 
A  not-heed  hadde  he,  with  a  broun  visage. 
Of  woodecraft  wel  koude  he  al  the  usigb 
U]X)n  his  arm  he  baar  a  gay  bracer,    m 
And  by  his  syde  a  swerd  and  a  bokeler, 
And  on  that  ootlicr  syde  a  gay  daggeie, 
Ilarneised  wel  andshari)e  as  point  of  spere; 
A  Crist  o])here  on  his  brest  of  silver  sheene; 
An  horn  he  bar,  the  bawdryk  was  of  gRBb 
A  forster  was  he,  soolhly  as  I 


Thcr  w*as  also  a  Nonne,  a  PRiOUBSSli 

86.  Ih  Fiauruirfs,  i.e,  in  minor  cxpeditioM 
against  the  French. 

88.  lady  grace :  '  lady '  is  here  a  genitive. 

1x5.  Cristophere,  a  small  figure  of  Sfc 
Chri»topher  worn  as  a  protection  fron  evil- 
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That  of  hir  smylyng  was  ful  symple  and 

coy; 
Hire   grettestc   00th  was  but  by  seintc 

Loy,  120 

And  she  was  cleped  madame  Eglentync. 
Ful  weel  she  soong  the  service  dyvyne, 
Entuned  in  hir  nose  ful  semcly, 
And  Frenssh  she  spak  ful  faire  and  fetisly 
After  the  scole  of  Stratford-atte-Bowe, 
For  Frenssh  of  Par^-s  was  to  hire  un- 

knowe. 
At  mete  wel  y-taught  was  she  with-alle, 
She  leet  no  morsel  from  hir  lippcs  falle, 
Ne  wette  hir  fyngres  in  hir  sauce  dei)e. 
Wel  koude  she  carie  a  morsel  and  wel 

kepe,  130 

That  no  drope  ne  fiUe  upon  hire  breste  ; 
In  curteisie  was  set  ful  muchel  hir  Icste. 
Hire  ovcr-lipjK*  wypcd  she  so  clene, 
That  in  hir  coppe  iher  was  no  ferthyng 

sene 
Of  grcce,  whan  she  dronkcn  hadde  hir 

draughte. 
Ful  semely  after  hir  mete  she  raughte, 
And  sikerly  she  was  of  greet  desport, 
And  fill  plesaunt  and  amyable  of  port, 
And  peyncd  hire  to  countrefete  cheere  139 
Of  Court,  and  been  cstatlich  of  mancre, 
And  to  ben  holden  digne  of  reverence. 
Bnt  for  to  speken  of  hire  conscience, 
She  was  so  charitable  and  so  pitous 
She  wolde  wepe,  if  that  she  saugh  a  mous 
Kaught  in  a  trappe,  if  it  were  deed  or 

bledde. 
Of  smaJe  houndcs  hadde  she  that  she  fedde 
With  rosted  flessh,  or  milk  and  wastcl 

breed ; 
But  score  wepte  she  if  oon  of  hem  were 

deed,  148 

Or  if  men  smoot  it  with  a  yerde  smerlc  ; 
And  al  was  conscience  and  tcndre  hertc. 

laa  utnii  Lay,    St.  Eligius  refused  to  take  an 
a>ft  which  King  Dasobert  demanded  of  him,  so 
•  fCfhans  this  means  tbe  Prioress  did  not  swear  at 
»U. 

^  lac  A/ier  the  scale  qf  Strai/ord-aiU-B<nv«, 
fir.  Anglo-Norman  French,  still  in  use  in  convents 
>acb  as  the  Benedictine  nunnery  at  Stratford-le- 
Bonr,  where  Chaucer  probably  means  that  bis 
I'tMRM  was  educated.  The  French  spoken  at 
Coon  at  this  date  would  be  French  '  of  Paris.' 
.  iTj.  At  mete,  etc,  a  reminiscence  of  a  passage 
n  tbe  X^mam  <U  la  Rostf  1.  23,61a  Mqq. 


Ful  semyly  hir  wympul  pynchcd  was ; 
Hire  nose  tretys,  hir  eyen  greyc  as  glas, 
Hir  mouth  ful  smal  and  thcr-to  soflc  and 

reed, 
But  sikerly  she  hadde  a  fair  forlieed  ; 
It  was  almoost  a  spannC*  brofKl  I  trowe, 
P'or,  hardily,  she  was  nat  untlcrj;rowe. 
Ful  felys  was  hir  clokc,  as  I  was  war  ; 
Of  smal  coral  aboute  hire  arm  she  bar 
A  iHjire  of  bedcs,  gauded  al  with  grcne, 
And  ther-on  heng  a  brooch  of  gold  ful 

shecne,  160 

On  which  ther  was  first  write  a  crowned  A, 
And  after  Amor  vincit  omnia. 

Another  Nonnk  with  hire  hadde  she 
That  was  hire  Chapeleyne,  and  Preestks 

ihre. 

A   Monk   ther   was,    a   fair   for   the 

malstrie, 
An  outridere,  that  lovcde  vcneric ; 
A  manly  man,  to  been  an  abljot  able. 
Ful  manyadeyntee  hors  hadde  he  in  stable, 
And    whan   he    rood    men    myghtc    liis 

brydel  heere  169 

Gynglen  in  a  whistlynge  W7nd  als  clecre, 
Andeekas  loude,asdooth  thechapcl  l)clle, 
Ther  as  this  lord  was  kej^erc  r »f  the  cellc. 
Thereule  of  seint  Maure  or  of  scini  Beneit, 
By-cause   that  it   was  old   and  som-dcl 

streit, — 
This  ilke  Monk  leet  oldc  ihyngcs  pace, 
And  heeld  after  the  newe  world  the  space. 
I  le  yaf  nat  of  that  text  a  pulled  hen 
That  seith  that  hunters  belhnat  hooly  men, 
Ne  that  a  Monk  whan  he  is  recchclecs 
Is  likned  til  a  fissh  that  is  waterlecs ;  180 
This  is  to  seyn,  a  Monk  out  of  his  cloystrc. 
But  thilke  text  heeld  he  nat  worth  an  o)  stre ; 
And  I  seyde  his  opinioun  was  good. 

159.  gauded,  dyed,  especially  dyed  p;reen  ;  or 
perhaps,  having  in  green  the  e-'^wdics,  or  large 
beads  which  stood  for  the  Lord  s  IVayer. 

162.  A  mor  vincit  omnia :  Love  ovcrc<.>mcs  all 
things. 

173.  srinf  Maurct  a  disciple  of  seint  Beneit 
or  Itenedict,  established  the  Benedictine  Order 
in  France. 

177.  that  text^  from  the  Decretal  of  Gr.niian, 
'  Sicut  piscis  sine  aqua  caret  vita,  ita  sine 
monasterio  monacbus. 

179.  recchtleeSf  reckless ;  cloystcrles^  H  only  ; 
neither  reading  is  satisfactory. 
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What  sholde  he  studie  and  make  hym- 

stilven  wood, 
Uix)n  a  book  in  cloystre  alwcy  to  poiire, 
Or  swynkcu  with  his  handcs  and  laboure, 
As  Austyn  bit?  how  shal  the  world  be 

served  ? 
Lat  Austyn  have  his  swynk  to  him  reserved. 
Therfore  he  was  a  prikasour  aright ; 
Grehoundes  he  hadde,  as  swift  as  fowel 

in  flight :  100 

Of  prikyng  and  of  huntyng  for  the  hare 
Was  al  Ills  hist,  for  no  cost  wolde  he  sjxire. 
I  scigh  his  sieves  y-purfiled  at  the  hond 
With  gr>-s,  and  that, the  f>Tieste  of  a  lond  ; 
And  for  to  festne  his  hood  under  his  chyn 
i  I  c  haddc  of  gold  y- wroght  a  ful  curious  pyn, 
A  love  knoite  in  the  gretter  ende  ther  was. 
His  heed  was  balled  thatshoon  as  any  glas, 
And  eek  his  face  as  he  hadde  been  enoynl. 
lie  was  a  lord  ful  fat  and  in  good  jxiynt; 
llise  eycn  stepe  and  rollynge  in  his  heed, 
That  stemcd  as  a  forneys  of  a  leed  ;     202 
His  bootCs  souple,  his  hors  in  greet  estaat. 
Now  certeinly  he  was  a  fair  prelaat. 
He  was  nat  i>ale,  as  a  forpyned  goost : 
A  fat  swan  loved  he  Ixst  of  any  roost  ; 
His  p.ilfrey  was  as  broun  as  is  a  l)er}'e. 

A  Trkre  ther  was,  a  wantowne  and 
a  nierye, 
A  lyniytcjur,  a  ful  solempne  man,  209 

In  allc  the  ordrcs  foure  is  noon  that  kan 
So  muchcl  of  daliaunce  and  fair  langage  ; 
He  haddc  maad  ful  many  a  mariage 
Of  yongo  wommen  at  his  owcne  cost  : 
Unto  his  ordre  he  was  a  noble  ix>st, 
Y\\\  wel  bilove<l  and  famulier  was  he 
With  frankeleyns  over  al  in  his  conlree  ; 
And  eek  with  worthy  wommen  of  the  toun, 
For  he  hadde  jwwer  of  confcssioun. 
As  scydc  hym-self,  moorc  than  a  curat. 
For  of  liis  ordre  he  was  licenciat.  aao 

Ful  swetcly  herde  he  confessioun, 
^Viul  plesiiunt  was  his  absolucioun. 

i'>9.  //^,  E  it. 

■iio.  onircs  /oure,  Dominicans,  Carmelites, 
Kr.incisc.-inK,  and  August  in  ians». 

..•12.  /hI  many  a  waricge^  etc.,  i.e.  he  found 
hiislMinds  for  women  he  had  himself  seduced. 

220.  licemiat^  i.e.  he  was  licensed  to  hear  con- 
fcssions  without  asking  leave  of  the  parson. 


He  was  an  esy  man  to  yeve  penaunce 
Ther  as  he  wiste  to  have  a  good  pitaunce ; 
For  unto  a  poure  ordre  for  to  j-ivc 
Is  signe  that  a  man  is  wel  y-shryve ; 
For,  if  he  yaf,  he  dorstc  make  avaunt 
He  wiste  that  a  man  was  r^jientaunt : 
F'or  many  a  man  so  harde  is  of  his  herte 
He  may  nat  wepe  al  thogh  hym  score 

smerte,  ajo 

Therfore  in  stede  of  wepynge  and  preyeres 
Men  moote  yeve  silver  to  the  poure  frerc& 
His  ty]x:t  was  ay  farsed  full  of  kny\'es 
And  pynncs,  for  to  yeven  yonge  wyves ; 
And  certeinly  he  hadde  a  murye  note ; 
Wel  koude  he  synge  and  pleyen  on  a  rote: 
Of  yeddynges  he  baar  outrely  the  pris ; 
His  nekke  whit  was  as  the  flour-de-lp, 
Ther-to  he  strong  was  as  a  chamfMoun. 
He  knew  the  tavcmes  well  in  all  the  toun 
jVnd  everich  hostiler  and  tappestere     241 
Bet  than  a  lazar  or  a  b^gestere  ; 
For  unto  swich  a  worthy  man  as  he 
Acordcd  nat,  as  by  his  facultee, 
To  have  with  sike  lazars  aqueyntaunce ; 
It  is  nat  honeste,  it  may  nat  avaunce 
For  to  deelen  with  no  swiche  ix>nitlle ; 
But  al  with  richc  and  selleres  of  vitaille. 
And  over  al,  ther  as  im)fit  sholde  arise, 
Curteis  he  was  and  lowely  of  servyse,  950 
Ther  nas  no  man  nowhcr  so  vertuous. 
He  was  the  beste  bcggere  in  his  hous,* 
For  thogh  a  wydwe  hadde  noght  a  she, 
.So  plcsaunt  was  his  ///  principio^ 
Vet  wolde  he  liave  a  ferthyng  er  he  wentc: 
His  purchas  was  wel  bettre  than  his  rente. 
And  rage  he  koude,  as  it  were  right  a 

whelix;. 

352.  Hengwrt  MS.  here  inserts  two  lines: 

'  Ami  y.if  \  certeyn  fenne  for  the  gtannt. 
NiM>n  i>f  hu  bretheren  cam  thttr  an  hb  ' 


i.e.  i>ai(l  rent  for  his  privilege  and  was  left  «..._ 
turbed  \y  his  brethren.  The  couplet  is  probsUy 
Chaucer  s,  but  may  have  been  delibenicif 
omitted  by  him,  35  it  interrupts  the  sentence. 

354.  In  princi^o^  the  Arst  two  w«nxls  of  St 
John's  Gospel :  the  beginning  of  »  Friar's 
address. 

256.  Hit  purcktUt  etc.  He  eamt  more  thsn 
he  recei\'ed  from  Axed  property :  m  proveriiU 
phrase  pointed  here  by  the  fact  that  of  find 
property  friars  had  none. 

757.  H  reads  'and  rage  be  coothe  ml 
pleyc[n]  as  a  whelpe.* 
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In  love-dayes  ther  koude  he  muchel  hdpe, 
For  there  he  was  nat  lyk  a  cloysterer 
With  a  thredbare  cope,  as  is  a  poure  scol^r, 
But  he  was  lyk  a  maister,  or  a  pope  ;  261 
Of  double  worstede  was  his  scmycope, 
That  rounded  as  a  belle  out  of  the  pressc. 
Somwhat  he  lipsed  for  his  wantownesse, 
To  make  his  Englissh  sweet  upon  his  tonge, 
And  in  his  harpyng,  whan  that  he  haddc 

songe, 
His  cyen  tnynkled  in  his  heed  aryght 
As  doon  the  sterres  in  the  frosty  nyght. 
This  worthy  lymytour  was  clcped  Huberd. 

A  Marchant  ^^-as  ther  with  a  forked 
berd,  370 

In  motteleye,  and  hyc  on  horse  he  sat ; 
Upon  his  heed  a  Flaundryssh  bevere  hat; 
His  bootcs  clasped  faire  and  fctlsly  ; 
His  resons  he  spak  ful  solempncly, 
Sownjmge  alway  thencreesof  hiswynnyng. 
He  wolde  the  sec  were  kept  for  any  thing 
Bitwixe  Middelburgh  and  Orewelle. 
Wei  koude  he  in  eschaungc  sheeldcs  sclle. 
This  worthy  man  ful  wel  his  wit  bisettc, 
Ther  wiste  no  wight  that  he  was  in  dettc, 
So  estatly  was  he  of  his  govemaunce   281 
With     his     Inrgaynes     and     with     his 

chev>'ssaunce. 
For  sothe  he  was  a  worthy  man  with-allc 
But,  sooth  to  seyn,  I  noot  how  men  hym 
callc. 

A  Clerk  ther  was  of  Oxcnford  also 
That  unto  logyk  haddc  longe  y-go. 
As  leene  was  his  hors  as  is  a  rake, 
And  he  nas  nat  right  fat,  I  undertake. 
But  looked  holwe,  and  ther-to  sobrely  ; 
Ful  thredbare  wras  his  overestc  courtepy  ; 
Fur  he  badde  geten  hym  yet  no  benefice, 
N'e  was  so  worldly  for  to  have  office  ; 
For  hym  was  Icvere  haveat  his beddes heed 
Twenty  bookes  clad  in  blak  or  reed 
Of  Aristotle  and  hLs  philosophic. 
Than  robes  riche,  or  fithele,  or  gay  sautric : 

»77.  MiddtUmrgh^  nearly  opposite  the  Orwell 
Oi  tht  E^tch  coast.  Profmor  Hales  notes  th.it 
WtwtJtu  1384  aad  X3P8  the  wooI-»taple  wa»  at 
MidddlmsiKb  instead  of  at  Calais. 

stS.  AttUttt  Franch  crowns  or  icusi  he 
ooQid  inofit  by  the  torn  of  exchange. 


But  al  be  that  he  was  a  philosophre, 
Vet  hadde  he  but  litel  gold  in  cofre  ; 
But  al  that  he  niyghte  of  his  freendes  hentc 
On  bookes  and  his  lernynge  he  it  spenle, 
And  bisily  gan  for  the  soulcs  preye  301 
Of  hem  that  yaf  hym  wher-with  to  scoleye. 
Of  studic  look  he  moost  cure  and  moost 

heede, 
Noght  o  word  .spak  he  moorc  than  was 

neede, 
And  that  was  seyd  in  forme  and  reverence, 
And  short  and  quyk  and  ful  of  hy  sentence. 
Sownynge  in  moral  vertu  was  his  speche 
And  gladly  wolde  he  leme  and  gladly  leche. 

A  Sergeant  ok  the  Lawi^:,  war  and 

>\7S, 
That  often  hadde  been  at  the  Par\'ys,  310 
Ther  was  also,  ful  riche  of  excellence. 
Discreet  he  was,  and  of  greet  reverence  ; 
He  semcd  swich,  hise  wordcs  wcrcn  so 

wise. 
Justice  he  was  ful  often  in  Assise, 
By  patente  and  by  pleyn  commissioun  : 
Yoi  his  science  and  for  his  heigh  renoun. 
Of  fees  and  robes  hadde  he  many  onn  ; 
So  greet  a  purchasour  was  now  her  n»x>n. 
Al  was  fee  symple  to  hym  in  efTccl*, 
His  purchasyng  myghte  nat  been  infect. 
Nowher  so  bisy  a  man  as  he  ther  nas,  321 
And  yet  he  seniwl  bisier  than  he  was. 
In  termes  hadde  he  caas  and  cU)onKs  alle 
That  from   the  tyme  of  kyng   William 

were  falle ; 
Ther-lo  hecoude  endite  and  make  a  thyng, 
Ther  koude   no   wight   pynchcn  at   his 

writyng ; 
And  every  statut  coude  he  pleyn  by  rote. 
He  rood  but  hoomly  in  a  mod  Ice  cote, 
dirt  with  a  ceint  of  silk,  with  barrcs  snialo ; 
Of  his  array  telle  I  no  lenger  talc.        330 

A  Frankki.eyn  was  in  hiscomi>aignye. 

207.  fihihsof^hrty  an  allu&iou  to  the  philosophy 
uf  the  alchemists. 

310.  Fartiys,  church-porch,  i.e.  of  St.  Paul's, 
where  lawyers  met  for  consult.atiun. 

319.  Jiee  symple.  The  meaning  may  he  either 
(literally)  that  the  Sergeant  cuuld  overcome  all 
restrictions  on  ownership,  or_  (metaphoricallv^ 
that  he  could  carry  all  before  Yv\m. 
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lit  was  his  herd  as  is  a  dayesye, 
his  complexioiin  he  was  sangivyn. 
Tel  loved  he  by  the  morwe  a  sope  in  wyn ; 
lyren  in  dclit  wis  ever  his  wonc, 
r  he  was  Ejricunis  owene  sone, 
heeld  opinioiin  that  pleyii  delit 
'as  verraily  felidlee  parfit. 
1  hoiisholdere,  and  that  agiecl,  was  he: 
int  Julian  was  he  in  his  contree  ;      3411 
[is  breed,  his  ale,  wns  alwcys  after  0011 ; 
better  envynjd  man  was  nowhct  noon. 
Ilhoute  bake  mctc  was  never  his  hcius, 
Qsshand  flcssh,  and  that  so  ptenleaoiis 
snewed  ia  hii  hnus  of  mete  and  diynke. 
If  alle  deynlees  that  men  \oaAe  Ihynke 
''  I  tha  sondiy  lesont  of  the  yccr, 

:hautlged  he  his  mete  and  his  snper. 

il  many  a  fat  partrich  hadde  he  in  muwe 

And  many  n  laeem  and  many  ■  luce  in 

Wo  was  his  eook  but  if  his  sauce  were 
PoynauDlandsharpeanii  redyol  hbgecre. 
"'a  table  dormant  in  his  halle  alway, 
d  redy  coveted  a1  the  bnge  day. 
enimms  Ihei  was  he  lord  and  sice  1 
»1  ofte  tymc  Yue  waskn^hl  of  ibe  shire, 
In  anlnas,  and  a  gipscr  al  of  silk, 
Beeng  al  his  girdel,  whit  as  mnme  milk  : 
m^ihirrcvG  hadde  he  been,  andacoimlour, 
IS  nowhcr  such  n  worthy  vavasour.  -^^ 


P.  An    HARERnASSKERB,   and    1 


Or 


\  Wrbbe,  n  Dykne,  and  a  Tapvcrr,^ 
A  they  were  clothed  nllc  in  n  lyvcree 
a  sol^pne  and  greet  fmtcmilce ; 
il  frossh  and  newc  liir  geerc  apikrd  was ; 
It  knyvfa  were  chaptd  nright  wilh  bras, 
It  al  with  idlvcT,  wroght  ful  clene  and 

re  girdles  anil  hir  poucbis  cvcrydccl. 
il  scmril  ech  of  hem  a  fair  burgeys 
h  «ill«n  in  a  yeldehnlle,  on  i  deys.     370 

St.  JiUiAn  «u  famed  for  pnivididA  lil» 
n  wliJi  Biw)  (nlcrt^iiMnl. 

BC.    k  narii  '  W'l 

t*.  E*  add  a  Iwron  rrHt, ' 


Everich  for  the  wisdom  that  he  la 
Was  sbaply  for  to  been  a 
For  CHlcl  hadde  they  ynogh  and  rent*. 
And  cek  hir  wyrfe  wold«  it  wel  assent 
.-\nd  e!l^  certeyn  were  they  to  bUme. 
It  is  ful  fair  to  been  y-clepctl  AT 
And  goon  to  vigilies  al  bijbrc, 
And  have  a  mantel  roiolllehe  y-b 

A  Cook  they  hadde  with  hea 


Wei   koudt;    he   knowe  ■ 

Londoun  ale ; 
Me  koudc  rooste  and  ««the  ■ 

and  &ye, 
Mjikcn  morlreux  and  wcl  bike  tr 
Hut  greet  hnmt  was  it,  a) 
That  on  his  sh)'ne  a  mormal  haddt  nt 
For  blankmanger,  that  made  be  wilh  tl 

bcste. 

A  SitirMAN  was  tliCT,  wimyn^r  ''  1 

For  aught  1  wool  he  was  ofDcrlem  ■ 
He  rood  uponarouncyashekoinV, 
In  a  gowne  of  Wdyng  to  ihe  kn&-. 
A  daggere  hangynge  on  a  laas  hudrl 
Almutc  his  nekke  under  his  arm  ai 
The  hoot^  somer  hadde  moail  hi>  hi 

al  broun  ; 
And  certcinly  he  was  a  good  fcUi 
Ful  many  a  drnughte  of  wyn 

Fra  Burdcuxwnrd  whil  that  UiC ' 


I 


Of  nycc  conscience  took  he  ni 
If  that  hefiiught,  and  hadde  die  Iq 
By  water  he  scnte  hem  honm  t<t« 
But  of  his  craft  to  rekene  wl-I  his  "^" 
His  slremcs  and  his  daungcrs  hym  U 
His  hcrberwc  ajid  his  nioiinc,  lii- 

Thernasnoonswiehftoni  IliiUeioCn 
Hardy  he  was,  and  wys  to  undeii.ii. 
Wilh  many  a  tempest  hadde  bi 
been  shake ; 
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alle  the  havenes,  as  they  were, 
nd  to  the  Cape  of  Fynystere, 
ke  in  Britaigne  and  in  Spayne. 
doped  was  the  Maudelayne. 

ther  was  a  Doctour  of 
IK ;  411 

rid  ne  was  ther  noon  hym  lik, 
phisik  and  of  surgerye  ; 
;rounded  in  astronomye. 
pacient  a  ful  greet  deel 
f  his  magyk  naturecl. 
e  fortunen  the  ascendent 
rs  for  his  pacient. 
;  cause  of  everich  maladye, 
)t,  or  cold,  or  moyste,  or  drye, 
iiey  engendred  and  of  what 
iir ;  421 

rray  parfit  praktisour. 
knowc  and  of  his  harm  the 

the  sike  man  his  boote. 

de  he  his  apothecaries 

1  drogges  and  his  letuaries, 

m  made  oother  for  to  wynne, 

)e  nas  nat  newe  to  bigynne. 

:  the  olde  Esculapius 

ides,  and  eek  Rufiis,         430 

>,  llaly  and  Galyen, 

7.is  and  Avycen, 

mascien  and  Constantyn, 

• 

\  Jutland  ;  Scotland^  H. 

ther  was ^  E*  ;  Tkertuas  also^  H. 

-eet  deely  E*  ;  wondurly  uti,  H. 

x,  i.e.  the  astrological  hours. 

astrological  figures,  cp.  Haus  0/ 

80. 

coUi^  etc.,  the  four  elements  of 
I  was  believed  to  be  composed. 
desy  Dtoscorides.  a  physician  of 

A.D.,  bom  in  Cilicia. 
I  physician  of  Ephesus,  about  the 

<ocras,  Hippocrates,  bom  in  Cos 

Hall,  an  Arabian  commentator 
ixth  century  :  John  Serapion  and 
:enna  were  his  contemporaries. 
Gralen,  bom  at  Pei^amus  i^  A.n. 
-  Rhazes,  an  Arabian  physician  of 
r. 

;  bom  at  Cordova  1x26. 
'en,  John   Damascene,  an  Arab 
leologian  of  the  gth  century. 
'jm,   Constantinus  Afer,  bom  at 
i2th  century. 


Bernard  and  Gatesden  and  Gilbertyn. 
Of  his  diete  mcsurable  was  he, 
For  it  was  of  no  superfluitee, 
But  of  greet  norissyng  and  digestible. 
His  studie  was  but  litel  on  the  Bible. 
In  sangwyn  and  in  pcrs  he  clad  was  al, 
Lyned  with  tafiata  and  with  sendal.     440 
And  yet  he  was  but  esy  of  dispence, 
He  kepte  that  he  wan  in  pestilence. 
For  gold  in  phisik  is  a  cordial, 
Therfore  he  lovede  gold  in  special. 

A  Good  wif  was  ther  of  biside  Bathe, 
But  she  was  som-del  deef,  and  that  was 

scathe. 
Of  cloolh-makyng  she  hadde  swich  an 

haunt 
She  passed  hem  of  Ypres  and  of  Gaunt. 
In  al  the  parisshe  wif  ne  was  ther  noon 
That  to  the  offrynge  bifore  hire  sholde 

goon ;  450 

And  if  ther  dide,  certeyn  so  wrooth  was 

she, 
That  she  was  out  of  alle  charitee. 
Hircoverchiefsful  fyneweren  of  ground, — 
I  dorste  swere  they  weyeden  ten  pound, — 
That  on  a  Sonday  weren  upon  hir  heed. 
Hir  hosen  weren  of  fyn  scarlet  reed, 
Ful  streite  y-teyd,  and  shoes  fill  moyste 

and  newe  ; 
Boold  was  hir  face,  and  fair,  and  reed  of 

hewe. 
She  was  a  worthy  womman  al  hir  ly^'C, 
Housbondes  at  chirche  dore  she  hadde 

fyve,  460 

Withoutcn       oother       compaignye      in 

youlhe, — 

434.  Bemardy  Beraardus  Gordonius,  a  con< 
temporary  of  Chaucer,  Professor  of  Medicine  at 
Montpelher. 

434.  Gatesdtn^  John  Gatesden,  Fellow  of 
Merton  College,  Oxford,  and  court  physician  in 
the  first  half  ot  the  14th  century.  He  wrote  a 
medical  treatise  called  Rosa  Anglica, 

434.  Gilbertyn,  Gilbertus  Anglicus,  one  of  the 
earliest  English  writers  on  medicine,  fl.  1950. 

44a.  pestilenft*  The  great  plague  of  the  Z4th 
century  was  in  1349,  but  lesser  ones  recurred 
every  few  years. 

450.  to  the  offrynn.  Offerings  in  kind  or 
money  at  mass  and  other  services  were  presented 
by  the  people  going  up  in  order  to  the  priest. 

460.  at  chirche  dore.  The  first  pairt  of  the 
marriage  service  used  to  be  read  there. 
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But   ther-of  ncdelh   nat    to    speke    as 

now  the, — 
And  thrics  hadde  she  been  at  Jerusalem  ; 
She  haddo  j>asscd  many  a  straunge  strcm ; 
At  Rome  she  hadde  been,  and  at  Boloigne, 
In  Galice  at  Seint  Jame,  and  at  Coloigne, 
She  koudc  muchel  of  wandryngc  by  the 

wcye. 
Gat-tothed  was  she,  soothly  for  to  seye. 
Upon  an  amblere  esily  she  sat,  469 

Y-wymplcd  wel,  and  on  hir  hecil  an  hat 
As  broml  as  is  a  bokelcr  or  a  targe ; 
A  foot  mantel  alx)ute  hir  hipcs  large. 
And  on  hire  feet  a  jxiire  of  spores  sharjX!. 
In  felawcshii^Hi  wel  koude  she  laughe  and 

car|>e ; 
Of  remedies  of  love  she  knew  per  chaunce, 
P'or  she  koude  of  that  art  the  olde  daunce. 

A  goo<l  man  was  ther  of  religioun, 
An<l  was  a  PoiJRB  Persoltn  or  A  Tou.v ; 
But  richc  he  was  of  h(X)ly  thoght  and  werk ; 
I  le  was  also  a  Icrned  man,  a  clerk,      480 
That  Crist  cs  Closj-tel  trewely  wolde  preche : 
His  parisshcns  devoutly  wolde  he  teche. 
Benygnc  he  was,  and  wonder  diligent, 
And  in  adversitee  ful  ]xicient ; 
An<l  swich  he  was  y-prevctl  ofte  sillies. 
Ful  looth  were  hym  to  cursen  for  his  tithes. 
But  rather  wolde  he  yeven,  out  of  doute, 
Unto  his  j»ure  jxirisshens  alxnite. 
Of  his  ortryng  and  eek  of  his  sul>staunce: 
He  koude  in  liiel  thyng  have  suffisaunce. 
Wyd  was   his    ixirisshe,  and  houses  fer 
asnn<ler,  491 

But  he  ne  laftc  nat  for  reyn  ne  thonder, 
In  sikncssc  nor  in  me^4chief  to  visite 
Theferrcste  in  his  jxirisshe,  muchcand  lite, 
Upon  his  feet,  and  in  his  hand  a  staf. 
This  nt)l)lc  cnsample  to  his  sheepe  he  yaf 
That  firste  he  wri^hte  and  afterward  he 

tiiuglite. 
Out  of  the  gosjx:!  he  tho  wordt-s  caughte, 

4^5.  /1o/nt\'-tu;  Boulogne,  where  an  image  of 
the  Hlcs<%(l  Virgin  was  exhibited  to  pilgrims. 

46^.  /«  Ciiiiie  at  S.  Jame,  i.e.  at  the  shrine  of 
St.  I.-imcs  of  Compostella  in  Galicia  in  Spain. 

466.  Cotoit:nr^  to  the  shrine  of  the  Three  Kings 
of  the  East  at  Cologne. 

476.  koude  the  olde  daunce  ('  Qu'el  scet  toiite 
la  viclle  dance/  Rom.  de  la  Kose\  knew  the 
ancient  custom. 


And  this  figure  he  added  eek  therto, 
That  if  gold  ruste  what  shal  iren  doo?  50c 
For  if  a  preest  be  foul,  on  whom  we  truste. 
No  wonder  is  a  lewed  man  to  ruste ; 
And  shame  it  is,  if  a  prcst  take  keepe, 
A  shiten  shephcrde  and  a  dene  sheepe. 
Wel  oghte  a  preest  ensample  for  to  yivc 
By  his  clennessc  how  that  his  sheepe 

sholde  lyve. 
Pie  sette  nat  his  benefice  to  hyre 
And  leethis  shee))eencombred  in  themyre, 
And  ran  to  Londoun,  unto  Seint  Poules, 
To  seken  hym  a  chaunterie  for  soules;  510 
Or  with  a  bretherhed  to  been  withholde. 
But  dwclte  at  hoomandkepte  wel  hisfolde, 
So  that  the  wolf  ne  made  it  nat  myscarie, — 
He    was    a    shcpherde,    and    noght   a 

mercenarie : 
And  though  he  hooly  were  and  vertuoos. 
He  was  to  synful  man  nat  despitous, 
Ne  of  his  sixjche  daungcrous  ne  digne, 
But  in  his  techyng  discreet  and  benygne, 
To  drawen  folk  to  hevene  by  faimesse, 
]}y  g(xxl  ensample,  this  was  his  bLsynesse: 
But  it  were  any  persone  obstinat,        531 
What  so  he  were,  of  heigh  or  lough  estat, 
Hym  wolde  he  snybben  sharply  for  the 

nonys. 
A  bettre  preest   I   trowe   that   nowher 

noon  ys ; 
He  waited  af^er  no  ]x>mpe  and  reverence, 
Ne  maked  him  a  spiced  conscience, 
But  Cristes  loore,  and  his  Apostles  twelve. 
He  taughte,  but  first  he  folwed  it  hym 

selve. 

With  hym  ther  was  a  Plowman,  was 

his  brother, 
That  hadde  y-lad  of  dong  ful  many  a 

fother, —  53D 

A  trewe  sw)nikere  and  a  good  was  he, 
Lyv)'nge  in  \icqs  and  parfit  charitee. 
God  loved  he  best,  with  al  his  hooli  herte, 
At  alle  tymes,  thogh  him  gamed  or  smerte^ 
And  thanne  his  ncighcbore  right  as  hym- 

sclve. 
He  wolde  thresshe,  and  therto  dyke  and 

delve. 
For  Cristes  sake,  for  every  poure  wi|^t, 
Withouten  hire,  if  it  lay  in  his  myght. 
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lixs  tithes  payde  he  fill  faire  and  wcl, 
Bc>the  of  his  propre  swynk  and  his  catel. 
In  a  tabard  he  rocxi  u)X)n  a  mere.         541 

Ther  was  also  a  Reve  and  a  Mii.lere, 
A  SofNOUR  and  a  Pardoner  alst), 
A  Mauncitlk  and  myself, —ther  wore 

namo. 
The  Mri.LERR  was  a  stout  carl  for  the 

nones, 
Ful  byg  he  was  of  brawn  and  eek  of  bones ; 
That  proved  wel,  for  over-al,  ther  he  cam. 
At  wrastlj-ngehe  wolde  have  awey  the  ram. 
He  was  short-sholdred,  brood,  a  thikkc 

knarre, 
Ther  nas  no  dore  that  he  nolde  heve  of 

harrc,  550 

Or  breke  it  at  a  rennyng  with  his  heed. 
Ills  t^erd,  as  any  so  we  or  fox,  was  rec<l. 
And  thertobrood,  as  though  it  wereasixide. 
Upf^n  the  cojx;  right  of  his  nose  he  hade 
A  werte,  and  theron  stoo<l  a  toft  of  herj's, 
Re«l  as  the  brustjes  of  a  sowes  erj-s  ; 
IILs  ncistthirlcs  blake  were  and  wyde  ; 
A  swerd  and  a  Iwkclcr  bar  he  by  his  sydc ; 
His  mouth  as  \iyde  was  as  a  greet  forneys, 
He  u'as  a  janglere  and  a  goliardeys,     ^io 
And  that  was  mo<ist  of  s)'nne  and  harlotries. 
Wel  koudc  he  stelen  com  and  tollen  thrics, 
And  yet  hehaddcathombeof  gold,  jvardeo. 
A  whit  cote  and  a  blew  hcxKl  wercd  he. 
A  baggepi])C  wcl  koude  he  blowe  and 

sfjwne, 
And  ihcrwithal  he  broghte  us  out  of  towne. 

A  gent i I   Maunciple  was  ther  of  a 

temple, 
Of  which  achatours  myghtc  take  exemple 
For  to  Ix!  wise  in  by)'nge  of  vitaillo  ; 
For,  wheither  that  he  payde  or  took  by 

taille,  570 

Algate  he  H'ayted  so  in  his  achaat 
That  he  was  ay  biforn  and  in  giKxI  st<iat. 

S4S.  tffnrr,  E'  alnry. 

S59^  vrde,  H  ;  g^rtet,  E« 

S62.  toiltH  tkrirs,  take  threefold  hU  due. 

}fi^^y*i  ^  fuidde  a  thombe  0/ gold.  Millers 
>t  «id  to  test  ftamples  with  their  thumb.  Hence 
^  nroyerb  *Aii  honest  miller  has  a  thumb  of 
pU,   vhich  suggests  the  meaning  here  to  be 

m  he  was  honest, — for  a  miller.' 

STtx  hy  tmilUf  on  trust,  the  debt  being  scored 
«  a  tally. 


Now  is  nat  that  of  God  a  ful  fair  grace 
That  swich  a  lowed  manncs  w  it  shiil  pace 
The  wistlom  of  an  hecixi  of  k-rned  men  ? 
Of  maistrcs  hadde  he  mo  than  thrics  ten, 
That  wcrcn  of  hiwe  exijcrt  and  curitnis, 
Of  whiche  ther  wercn  a  duszcync  in  that 

hous 
Worthy  to  beenstywardes  of  rente  and  lond 
Of  any  lord  that  is  in  Eng<!'l<»nd,  580 

To  maken  hym  lyve  by  his  j)r<'>prc  good 
In  honour  dettelees,  but  he  were  \v<K>d, 
Or  lyve  as  scarsly  as  hym  list  desire  ; 
And  able  for  to  hcliHin  al  a  shire 
In  any  caas  that  myghte  falle  or  happc  ; 
And  yet  this  Manciple  settehir  aller  cappo. 

The  Revk  was  a  sclendre  colerik  man, 
His  Ixfrd  was  shave  as  ny  as  ever  he  kaii ; 
His  hcer  was  by  his  erys  round  y-shorn, 
His  tojxi  was  d«>ked  lyk  a  precst  l)iforn, 
Ful  longc  were  his  leggcs  and  ful  lene, 
V-lyk  a  staf,  ther  was  no  calf  y-sene.     592 
Wel  koude  he  kejw  a  gcrner  and  a  l)ynno, 
Ther  was  mnm  auditour  koude  on  him 

Wynne. 
Wel  wiste  he,  by  the  droghle  and  l^y  the 

reyn. 
The  ycldynge  of  his  sce<l  and  of  hisgreyn. 
His  lordes  shce|)0,  his  ncel,  his  dayerye, 
II is  swyn,   his  hors,  his  sl»>or,  and   his 

pull  rye, 
Was  hot)lly  in  this  reves  governjmg, 
An<l  by  his  covenant  yaf  the  rekenynj^  (%y> 
Syn  that  his  lord  was  twenty  yeer  of  ago  ; 
Ther   koude    no    man   bryngc    hym     in 

arrerago. 
There  nas  Ixiillif,  nc  hicrde,  n«^r  oothei 

hync, 
That  he   no  knew  his  sUighte  and  l.is 

covyne  ; 
They  were  adrad  of  hym  as  of  the  tleclli. 
His  wonyng  was  ful  faire  ujMin  an  hoeth, 
With    grene    trees    y- shad  wed    was    his 

place. 

581.  hy  his  />ro^fY  f^flod^  on  his  own  projKrty. 
586.  Sfttt'  hir  alUr  ca/J*i',  set  the  caii>  of,  i.e. 
bcfoole<l,  thetn  all. 

594.  <»«,  E  o^. 

595.  ll'el  wiste  ^r,  etc.,  r.r.  win  n  he  l-.a*!  to 
present  his  accounts  he  attributed  the  \o*^s  •jf  tlic 
corn  he  hod  stolen  to  bad  weather. 

604.  /i**,  i.e.  the  Reeve,  lhou^\\  H  tc.vAs  f?if  y. 
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He  kouilt*  bettrc  than  his  lord  purchace. 
Kul  richc  he  was  a-storcd  pryvely, 
His  lord  wel  koude  he  plcscn  subtilly    610 
To  yevc  and  lene  hym  of  his  owcne  good 
And  have  a  thank,  and  yet  a  gowne  and 

hotxi. 
In  youlhc  he  lerned  hadde  agotvl  mystcr, 
I  fe  was  a  wel  go«xl  wrighte,  a  caq^enter. 
This  Revo  sat  upjn  a  ful  gr>od  stot, 
That  was   al    pjmcly  grey,  and   highle 

Scot ; 
A  long  surcote  of  pers  uiK)n  he  hade, 
And  by  liis  syde  he  baar  a  rusty  blade. 
Of  North  folk  was  this  Rcve  of  which  I 

telle, 
Biside  a  t(nin  men  cleixin  Rildeswelle. 
Tukkcd  he  was  as  is  a  frere,  aboute,    621 
And  ever  he  rood  the  hyndreste  of  oure 

route. 

A   SoMONOUR    was   thcr    with  us   in 

that  place, 
That  hadde  a  fyr-rced  chcrubynncs  face, 
P'or  sawcetleem  he  was,  with  eyen  narwe. 
As  hoot  he  was,  and  lecherous,  as  a  sjxirwo, 
With  saded  browesblakeand  piled  Ixird, — 
Of  his  visiij;c  children  were  afenl. 
Ther  nas  (juyk- silver,  lytarge,  ne  bryni- 

slotm, 
Bonts,  ceruce,  ne  oille  of  Tart  re  noon,    630 
Xe  oyncment  that  wolde  dense  and  byte, 
That  hyni  myghte  helix;n  of  the  whclkes 

\shite. 
Nor  of  the  knobbcs  sittynge  on  his  chekcs. 
Wel  loved  he  garlcck,  oynons,  and  eek 

lekcs, 

And  for  to  drj-nken  strong  wyn,  reed  as 

1>1oik1  ; 
Thanne  wolde  he  spoke,  and  crie  as  he 

ucre  wo«xl. 
And  whan  that  he  wel  dronken  hadde 

the  w>*n. 
Than  wolde  he  speke  no  word  but  I«ityn. 
A  fewe  UTiiKS  hadde  he,  two  or  thre, 
That  he  had  lerned  out  of  som  decree,-  - 
No  Wf  mder  is,  he  herde  it  al  the  day,      641 
And  eek  ye  knowen  wel  how  that  a  jay 

6?4.  chtrithynufs/ace.  Thcauthorof  the /'A/Vi^- 
hiHoH  >(K:Ak-i  of  books  brilliuntly  ilhimin.itcd  as 
'chcnibiti  liliri.' 


Kan  clepen  IVattt  as  wel  as  kan  the  \io\ni. 
But  whoso  koudc  in  oothcr  thyng  hym 

grope, 
Thanne  hadde  he  spent  al  his  philosophii : 
Ay  Qtustio  quid  juris  wolde  he  crie. 
He  was  a  gentil  harlot  and  a  kynde ; 
A  bettrc  felawe  sholde  men  noght  fyndc. 
He  wolde  suffre,  for  a  quart  of  >*yn, 
A  good  felawe  to  have  his  concubyn    f?- 
A  t  welf  monthe,  and  excuse  hym  aite  fullt : 
And  prively  a  fynch  eek  koudc  he  pullc : 
And  if  he  foond  owher  a  good  felawe, 
He  wolde  techen  him  to  have  noon  awe. 
In  swich  caas,  of  the  Ercedekencs  curs, 
But-if  a  manncs  soule  were  in  his  purs : 
For  in  his  purs  he  sholde  y-pun^'sshed  be: 
*  Purs  is  the  Ercedekenes  hellc,*seydehe. 
But  wel  I  woot  he  lyed  right  in  dcdc, 
Of  cursyng  oghlc  ech  gilty  man  him  drede. 
For  curs  wol  slee, — right  as  assoill)'Dg 

savith ;  661 

And  als(3  war  him  of  a  SipiiJicctviL 
In  daunger  hadde  he  at  his  owcne  gisc 
The  yonge  girles  of  the  diocise, 
And  knew  hir  conseil,  and  was  al  hir  reed. 
A  gerland  hadde  he  set  upon  his  heed, 
.•Vs  greet  as  it  were  for  an  ale-stake ; 
A  bokelecr  hadde  he  maad  him  of  a  cake. 

With  hym  ther  rood  a  gentil  PARDONER 
Of  Kounci  vale,  his  freend  and  his  compeer, 
That  streight  was  comen  fro  the  court  of 

Rome.  671 

Ful  loude  he  soong  Com  kider^  iovi,  to  wu! 
This  Somonour  bar  to  hym  a  stif  buidoun, 
Was  never  trompe  of  half  so  greet  a  soun. 
This  Pardoner  hadde  heer  as  yelow  as  wex 
But  smothe  it  heeng  as  dooth  a  strike  of 

flex; 

643.  Kan  clcf^'H  H'afie,  can  call  Wmlter. 

646.  Qucstio  quidjuriSt  the  question  is,  what 
is  the  law? 

652.  j^Mile  afynchy  as  we  should  say  'pluck  a 
piKuon,'  plunder  a  fool. 

662.  SigKiJicavit^  the  opening  word  of  a  writ 
for  imprisoning  an  excommunicated  penon. 

664.  f^irUs^  youths  of  hoth  sexes. 

670.  O/RoHHcivaU.  'AnHospitab5^«Ar  Jf«rw 


pcrha|>s  it  was  the  name  of  some  oonfnternitf'.' 
— Tyrwhttt.  The  parent  Roooevaiut  was  A 
Navarre. 
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By  ounces  henge  his  lokkes  that  he  hadde, 
And  therwith  he  his  shuldres  overspradde. 
But  thynne  it  Uy  by  colpons  oon  and  oon ; 
But  hood,  for  jolitee,  ne  wered  he  noon, 
For  it  was  trussed  up  in  his  walet.  68x 
Hym  thoughtc  he  rood  al  of  the  newe  jet ; 
Dischevelee,  save  his  cappe,  he  rood  al  bare. 
Swiche  glarynge  eyen  hadde  he  as  an  hare, 
A  vemycle  hadde  he  sowed  upon  hiscappe ; 
His  walet  lay  bifom  hym  in  his  lappc 
Bret-fill  of  pardon,  comen  from  Rome  al 

hoot. 
A  voys  he  hadde  as  smal  as  hath  a  goot ; 
No  berd  hadde  he,  ne  never  sholde  have. 
As  smothe  it  was  as  it  were  late  shave ; 
I  trowe  he  were  a  geldyng  or  a  mare.     691 
But  of  his  craft,  fro  Berwyk  unto  Ware 
Ne  was  ther  swich  another  pardoner, 
For  in  his  male  he  hadde  a  pilwe-beer. 
Which  that,  he  seyde,  was  oure  lady  veyl ; 
He  seyde  he  hadde  a  gobet  of  the  seyl 
That  SeintePeter  hadde,  whan  that  he  wcnte 
Upon  the  see,  til  Jhesu  Crist  hym  hente. 
He  hadde  a  croys  of  latoun,  fill  of  stones. 
And  in  a  glas  he  hadde  piggcs  bones.     700 
But  with  thise  relikes,  whan  that  he  fpnd 
A.  poure  person  dwellynge  upon  lond, 
Upon  a  day  he  gat  hym  moore  moneye 
Than  that  the  person  gat  in  monthes  tweye ; 
And  thus  with  feyned  flaterye  and  japes 
He  made  the  person  and  the  peple  his  apes. 
Bat,  trewely  to  tellen  atte  laste. 
He  was  in  chirche  a  noble  ecclesiastc  ; 
Wei  koude  he  rede  a  lessoun  or  a  storie, 
But  alderbest  he  song  an  Offertorie  ;    710 
For  wel  he  wiste,  whan  that  song  was 

songc. 
He  moste  preche,  and  wel  affile  his  tonge 
To  Wynne  silver,  as  he  ful  wel  koude  ; 
Therdbre  he  song  the  murierly  and  loude. 
Now  have  I  toold  you  shortly,  in  a 
clause. 
The  staat,  tharray,  the  nombre,  and  eek 

the  cause 
Why  that  assembled  was  this  compaignye 
In  Soathwerk,  at  this  gentil  hostelrye, 
that  higbte  the  Tabard,  faste  by  the  Belle. 
But  now  is  tyme  to  yow  for  to  telle     720 
How  that  we  baren  us  that  ilke  nyght. 
Whan  we  were  in  that  hostelrie  alyght ; 


And  after  wol  I  telle  of  our  viage 
And  al  the  remenaunt  of  oure  pilgrimage. 
But  first,  I  pray  yow  of  you  re  curteisye, 
That  ye  narette  it  nat  my  vilcynyc, 
Thogh  that  I  pleynly  speke  in  this  niateere 
To  telle  yow  hir  wordes  and  hir  cheere, 
Ne  thogh  I  speke  hir  wordes  juoprely  ; 
P'or  this  ye  knowen  al-so  wel  as  I,        730 
Whoso  shal  telle  a  tale  after  a  man, 
He   moote  reherce,   as  ny   as   ever   he 

kan, 
Everich  a  word,  if  it  be  in  his  charge, 
Al  speke  he  never  so  rudcliche  or  large  ; 
Or  ellis  he  moot  telle  his  tale  untrewe, 
Or  feyne  thyng,  or  fynde  wordes  newe. 
He  may  nat  spare,  althogh  he  were  his 

brother ; 
He  moot  as  wel  se>'e  o  word  as  another. 
Crist  spak  hymsclf  ful  brode  in  hooly  writ, 
And  wel  ye  woot  no  vileynye  is  it.       740 
Eek  Plato  seith,  whoso  that  kan  hym  rede, 
*  The  wordes  moote  be  cosyn  lo  the  dede. ' 

Also  I  prey  yow  to  forj'eve  it  me 
Al  have  I  nat  set  folk  in  hir  degree 
Heere  in  this  tale,  as  that  they  sholde 

stonde ; 
My  wit  is  short,  ye  may  wel  understonde. 
Greet    chiere    made    oure    boost    us 

everichon. 
And  to  the  soper  sette  he  us  anon. 
And  served  us  with  vitaille  at  the  bestc  : 
Strong  was  the  wyn  and  wel  to  drynke 

us  lestc.  750 

A   semely   man  OuRE   Hoostk   was 

with-alle 
For  to  ban  been  a  marchal  in  an  ballc. 
A  large  man  he  was,  with  eyen  stepo, 
A  fairer  burgeys  is  ther  noon  in  Chei>c ; 
Boold  of  his  spcche,  and  wys  and  well 

y-taught 
And  of  manhod  hym  lakkede  right  naught. 
Eek  therto  he  was  right  a  myrie  man, 
And  after  soper  pleyen  he  bigan, 
And   spak   of    myrthe   amonges    othere 

thynges. 
Whan  that  we  hadde  maadourrekenynges; 

727.  pleynly  sP*ke,  "Efi ;  sfel'f  al  pleyn,  \\. 

741.  Eek  Plato  seith.  Chauctr  t.ikes  liis 
quotation  from  Bocthius,  De  Ctmsolatione,  bk. 
iii.  prose  xa. 

753*  ''1  E2  was. 
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And     seydc     thus  :    *  Now,    lordynges, 
trewoly,  761 

Ve  Ik^cii  to  nie  right  welcome,  hertely  ; 
For  by  my  iroutho,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye, 
I  ne  ^augh  this  ycor  so  myrie  a  compaignye 
At  ones  in  this  hcrbcrwc  as  is  now  ; 
Fayn  woUlc  I  tloon  yow  myrthe,  wiste  I 

how. 
And  of  a  myrthe  I  am  right  now  bylhoght, 
To  doon  yow  esc,  and  it  shal  costc  noght. 

*  Vc  goon  to    Canterbury — God  yow 

si>ecdc,  769 

The  blisful  martir  quite  yow  youre  mectle ! 
And,  wel  I  woot,  as  ye  goon  by  the  weye, 
Ve  shajxjn  yow  to  talen  and  to  plcye ; 
I'br  trcwely  confort  nc  myrthe  is  noon 
To  ride  by  the  wcyc  doumb  as  a  sttx»n  ; 
And  thcrforc  wol  I  makcn  yow  disjx)rt, 
As   I    seyilo   erst,    and    dixm    yow   simi 

confijrt. 
And  if  you  liketh  alle,  by  cx^n  assent, 
Now  for  10  stondon  at  my  juggemcnt. 
And  for  to  werkcn  as  I  shal  yow  seye, 
To-morwe,  whan  ye  ridcn  by  llie  weye. 
Now,  by  my  fader  soule,  that  is  deed,   781 
But  ye  lic  myrie,  smyteth  t>f  myn  hecil  I 
IIo<:)ld  uj)  youre  bond,  withouten  moore 

s[)eche.* 
( )ure  conseil  was  nat  b>nge  for  to  seche ; 
Us  tlioughle  it  wiis  noght  worth  to  make 

it  wys. 
And  graunted  hym  withouten  moore  axys. 
And  b.id  liim  seye  his  verdit,  as  hym  lesie. 

*  Lordynges,*  qutxl  he,  *  now  herkncth 

for  the  beste; 
But    tOiik   it    nought,    I    prey    yow,    in 

de-><leyn  ; 
This  is  the  i)»>ynt,  to  six:ken  short  and 

pleyn,  790 

Tliat  cell  of  yow,  to  short  e  with  your  weye. 
In  this  viage  shal  telle  tales  tweye, — 
To  Caunlerburyward,  I  mean  it  .st». 
And  homward  he  shal  tellcn  othere  two, — 
Of  aventures  that  whilom  han  bifallc. 

7B.'.  For  iinyteth  o/{i.e.  off)^  Yfi  reai!  /  ivol 
ycve  J'. '.•'•. 

701.  K"'  re.vl  eurc  for,y»>«r,  but  this  makes  the 
IIiiNr  u\i^  p:c(  ipilntC. 

7y  {,  714.  As  the  pilgrims  progress  we  see  clearl^r 
that  they  :ire  only  to  tell  one  talc  each  on  their 
way  to  L4JUcrbury. 


And  which  of  yow  that  bereth  hym  Iteste 

of  alle, 
That  is  to  seyn,  that  telle^  in  this  caas 
Talcs  of  best  sentence  and  moost  solaas, 
Shal  have  a  soper  at  oure  aller  cost,    799 
Hecre  in  this  place,  sittynge  by  this  post, 
AVhan  that  wecomeagaynfro  Caunterbary. 
And,  for  to  make  yow  the  moore  roury, 
I  wol  myseh'en  gladly  with  yow  r>*de 
Right  at  myn  owene  cost,  and  be  yonre 

g>'de; 
And  whoso  wole  my  juggement  wiihsc}'* 
Shal  paye  al  that  we  spenden  by  the  we)'e. 
And  if  ye  vouche-saiif  that  it  be  so 
Tel  me  anon,  withouten  wordes  mo, 
And  I  wol  erly  shape  me  therfore/ 
This  thyng  was  graunted,    and  oure 

othes  swore  810 

With  ful  glad  hertc,  and  preyden  hym  aL« 
That  he  woidd  vouche-sauf  for  to  do  so. 
And  that  he  wolde  been  oure  govemour, 
And  of  our  tales  juge  and  r^portour, 
And  sctte  a  so)x:r  at  a  certeyn  pris, 
And  we  wol  reuled  been  at  his  devys 
In  heigh  and  lough ;   and  thus,  by  oon 

assent, 
We  been  acorded  to  his  juggemenL 
And  thcrupon  the  wyn  was  fet  anon ; 
We  dronken,  and  to  rcstc  wente  echon, 
Withouten  any  lenger  taryynge.  8ai 

Amorwe,    whan  that  day  gan  for  to 

sprynge, 
I'p  roos  oure  I  loost  and  was  oure  alter  cok, 
And  gadredc  us  togidre  alle  in  a  flok. 
And  forth  we  riden,  a  litel  moore  than  pais, 
Unto  the  ^-ateryng  of  Seint  Thomas ; 
An<l  there  oure  Hoost  bigan  his  hots  areste 
And    seyde,    <  Lordynges,    herkneth,  if 

yow  leste : 
^'e  w<x)t  youre  fureward  and   I  it  yow 

recorde. 
If  even-song  and  morwe-soi^  accorde,  830 
I^at  se  now  who  shal  telle  the  firste  Ule. 
As  ever  mr.>le  I  dr>'nkc  wyn  or  ale, 
Wlioso  bo  rebel  to  my  juggement 
Shal  paye  for  all  that  by  the  wey  is  spent ! 

799.  0ur€  aJicr,  of  us  all.    jwwr  miUr,  H. 

803.  gladly^  Yfifoodty. 

826.  tkt  tfaffnnjt  c/f  St,  ThmmmM^  %.  bcook 
near  the  second  mtlestone  on  the  CanMtbary 
Road,  where  pilgrims  watered  their  bones. 
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dimweth  cut,  er  Ihal  we  ferter  iwytine. 
rhich  that  hsth  ihu  shoitrale  shal 

Cnyghlf'quod  he,  'my  nutystcr  wtA 

iny  loid, 
dMwrtli  cut,  for  thai  is  xaja  acconl. 
aliBeer.'quodhp, 'myladyVriotesse, 
je  tire  CInV,  bt  be  your  shame- 


^iflhnoghli  ley  hond  to,  every  man.' 

;  11  dnwETi  every  wight  bigiD, 
(ily  for  lo  IcIlcB  a*  it  was, 
w  tiy  iveatdre,  or  sort,  or  cas, 
IeAe  a  this,  the  cut  61  to  the  knyghi, 
K  fbl  blithe  and  glad  was  e^•e^y 


And  telle  he  moitte  his  tale,  m  was  resaun. 

By  foreward  and  by  compoEicioun, 

.\a  ye  han  herd  ;  what  nedcth  wordes 

mo? 
And  whaii  ihis  goode  man  saiigh  thai  it 

As  he  that  wys  was  and  obedient 
To  kepe  his  foreward  by  his  free  assent, 
lie  seyde,  'Syn  I  sbal  bigynnc  the  ganie. 
What,  welcome   be   the   cut,  a  Goddei 

Now  bt  us  ryde,  and  herknclh  what  I 

And  wilh  that  word  we  ryden  forth  cure 

And  he  bi^n  with  right  a  rayrie  chcere 
tlis  tale  anon,  and  seyde  in  this  uianere. 


[TALES    OF   THE    FIRST    DAY] 


NIGHTS   TALE 

Hik  The  Knyghic,  Tate 
m  oUc  Htories  lellen  us, 
K* due  that  hightc  Theseus;   i-^ 
Ei  he  was  lord  and  gavcmoiir, 
fllj'nif  (Wich  a  conqucrour, 
■$  ihernoon  under  ihesonne. 
he  c^tii-c  hodde  he  wonni^ ; 
it  Wfslom  and  his  chivaliif 
d  *1  (be  resile  of  Femenye, 
I*  f -cleped  Scilhia  ; 


teOwqi 


loni  with  hym  in  his 

nd  Etcel  uilcmpnylee, 
Htet  Emelye.  871 

rie  >nd  with  metodye 
le  to  Aithenes  ryile, 
»xmi%  hym  lusydc. 

«  of   Ch»ll«r's 


(damaTiiu: 


And  ceilcs,  if  it  nere  to  long  to  heeie, 
I  wolde  han  told  yow  fiilly  the  nianere 
I  low  wonnen  was  the  regne  of  Fcmenye 
By  Theseus  and  by  his  chivattye  ; 
And  of  the  gretc  tialaUle  foe  the  nones 
Bitwixcn  Aithenes  and  Aniaiones  ;      Mo 
And  how  asseged  was  YpoLila, 
The  faite,  hardy  [{ueene  of  Scilhia, 
And  of  the  fesle  that  was  at  hiiwedd^nge, 
And  of  the  tempest  at  hir  hoom-com^nge ; 
But  al  that  thyt^  I  moot  ai  now  fotbere. 
1  have,  God  wool,  a  large  fccld  lo  ere, 
And  wayke  been  the  oxen  In  my  plough. 
The  rcmenant  of  the  tale  is  long  ynough, 
I  wol  tut  lellen  eek  noun  of  Ihis  route. 
I«t  every  fclawe  telle  hb  tale  nbgute,    890 
And  lat  se  now  who  shal  the  suiici  wynne ; 
And  Iher  I  lefle  I  wol  ageyn  bigynnc. 

This  due,  of  whom  I  make  mencioun, 
Whan    he   was  couie   almost   unlo   the 

In  al  his  wcle,  and  in  his  mooslc  pride, 
He  was  war,  as  he  caste  his  eye  aude. 
Where  that  Iher  kneled  in  Ihc  h^c  iie^t 
A  compa^ye  of  ladyes,  Iwtye  anl  Vwc^c, 
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Iik:h  after  oother,  clacl  in  clothes  blake ; 
But  swich  a  cr>'  and  swich  a  wo  they  make 
That  in  this  world  nys  creature  lyvyngc 
That  horde  swich  another  w^aymentynge  : 
And  of  this  cry  they  noldc  nevere  stenten, 
Til  they  the  reynes  of  his  brydel  hcntcn. 
*What   folk   l)cen    ye,    that   at    myn 

horn -corny  nge 
Perturbcn  so  my  feste  with  cri/nge  ? ' 
Quod  Theseus.     *  Have  ye  so  greet  envj'e 
Of  myn  honour,  that  thus  compleyne  and 

cryc  ? 
Or  wh<:)  h:ith  yow  mysboden  or  offended  ? 
And  tellcth  me  if  it  may  been  amended, 
And  why  that  ye  been  clothed  thus  in 

blak?'  911 

The  cldcste  lady  of  hem  alle  sjiak 
Whan  she  haddc  swownc<l  with  a  deedly 

chccre, 
That  it  was  routhe  for  to  seen  and  heere, 
And  seydc,  *  I^ord,  to  whom  fortune  hath 

ycvon 
Victorie,  and  as  a  conqueror  to  lyven, 
Nai  grevcth  us  youre  glorie  and  youre 

hom^ur, 
But  we  bisckcn  mercy  and  socour. 
Have  mercy  on  ourc  wo  and  oure  distressc : 
Som  droj^e  of  pitee,  thurgh  thy  gentillesse, 
Ul^>n  us  wrccched  wommen  lat  thou  falle : 
For  certes,  lord,  ther  is  noon  of  us  alle 
That  she  ne  hath  been  a  duchesse  or  a 

queene. 
Now  l)e  we  caytyves,  as  it  is  wel  scene  : 
Thanked  be  Fortune  and  hire  false  wheel, 
That  noon  estat  assureth  to  Ihj  weel. 
And  certes,  lord,  toabyden  youre  presence, 
Ilecre   in   the   temple  of  the   goddesse 

Clemence 
We   han    ben    waitynge  al   this   fourte- 

nyght ; 
Now  help   us,   lord,    sith    it    is   in    thy 

myght.  930 

*  I    wrecche,    which    that   wcpe    and 

waille  thus. 
Was  whilom  wyf  to  kyng  Capixincus, 
That  starf  at   Thebes;    curs«l   be    that 

day ! 
And  alle  we  that  been  in  this  array, 
And  maken  al  this  lamentacioun, 

9 J  I.  waille ^  E'  eric. 


We  lostcn  alle  oure  housbondes  at  that 

toun, 
Whil  that  the  secge  ther-aboute  lay, 
And  yet  now  the  olde  Crcon,  weylaway  ! 
That  lord  is  now  of  Thebes,  the  dtee, 
Fuinid  of  ire  and  of  iniquitee,  943 

I  le,  for  despit  and  for  his  tirannye, 
To  do  the  de<le  bodyes  vileynye 
Of  alle  ourc  lordes,   whiche   that  been 

slawe, 
I  lath  alle  the  bodyes  on  an  heepe  y-drawe, 
And  wol  nat  suffren  hem,  by  noon  assent, 
Neither  to  l)ecn  y-burycd  nor  y-brent, 
But  maketh  houndcs  ete  hem  in  despit.' 
And  with  that  word,  withouten  moorc 

respil. 
They  fillen  gruf,  and  criden  pitously, 
*  Have   on  us  wrccched  -wommen    som 

mercy,  950 

And  lat  oure  sorwc  synkcn  in  thyn  herte.' 

This  gentil  due  doun  from  his  courser 

sterte 
W^ith  herte  pitous,  whan  he  herde  hem 

si>eke. 
I  lym  thoughte  that  his  herte  wolde  breke 
W'han  he  saugh  hem,  so  pitous  and  so  maat, 
That  whilom  weren  of  so  greet  cstaat ; 
And  in  his  armes  he  hem  alle  up  hente, 
And  hem  confortcth  in  ful  good  entente, 
And  swoor   his  00th,  as  he  was  trewe 

knyght,  959 

He  wolde  doon  so  fcrforthly  his  myght 
Uix)n  the  tiraunt  Creon  hem  to  wreke, 
That  all  the  peple  of  Grecc  sholde  speke 
How  Creon  was  of  Theseus  y-served 
As  he   that   hadde  his    deeth    ful  wel 

deserved. 
And  right  anoon,  withouten  moore  abood, 
His  baner  he  dcsplayeth  and  forth  rood 
To  Thebesward,  and  al  his  hoost  biside. 
No  neer  Atthenes  wolde  he  go  ne  ride, 
Ne  take  his  ese  fully  half  a  day,  969 

But  onward  on  his  wey  that  nyght  he  lay ; 
And  sente  anon  Ypolita  the  queene. 
And  Emelye,  hir  yonge  suster  sheene. 
Unto  the  toun  of  Atthenes  to  dwelle, 
And  forth  he  rit ;  ther  is  nanu)ore  to  telle. 
The  rede  statue  of  Mars  with  speie 

and  targe 
949.  fiUen  gr^f^  fell  oa  Iheir  fi 
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So  sh)'7ieth  in  his  white  baner  large, 
That  alle  the  feeldes  glyteren  up  and  doun, 
And  By  his  baner  bom  is  his  pcnoun 
Of  gold  ful  riche,  in  which  iher  was  y-bete 
The  Mynotaur,  which  that  he  slough  in 

Crete.  980 

Thus   rit   this   due,    thus   rit   this   con- 

querour. 
And  in  his  boost  of  chivalrie  the  flour, 
Til  that  he  cam  to  Thel)es,  and  aliglite 
Faire  in  a  feeld,  ther  as  he  thoughte  fighle. 
But,  shortly  for  to  speken  of  this  thyng. 
With  Creon,  which  that  was  of  Thebes 

kyng, 
He  faught,  and  slough  hym  manly  as  a 

knyght. 
In  pleyn  bataille,  and  putte  the  folk  to 

flyght. 
And  by  assaut  he  wan  the  citee  after, 
And  rente  adoun  bothe  wall  and  sparrc 

and  rafter  990 

And  to  the  ladyes  he  restored  agayn 
The  bones  of  hir  housbondes  that  wcren 

slayn, 
To  doon  obsequies  as  was  tho  the  gyse. 
But  it  were  al  to  longe  for  to  de\ysc 
The  grete  clamour  and  the  waymentynge 
That  the  ladyes  made  at  the  brennynge 
Of  the  bodies,  and  the  gjete  hon6ur 
That  Theseus,  the  noble  conquerour, 
Dooth  to  the  ladyes  whan  they  from  hym 

wente  ; 
But  shortly  for  to  telle  is  myn  entente. 
Whan    that    this    worthy    due,    this 

Theseus,  100 1 

Hath  Creon  slayn,  and  wonne  Thebes  thus, 
Stille  in  that  feeld  he  tookal  nyghthisreste, 
And  didc  with  al  the  contrec  as  hym  leste. 
To  ransake  in  the  taas  of  bodyes  dede, 
Hem  for  to  strepe  of  hameys  and  of  wede. 
The  pilours  diden  bis)'nesse  and  cure 
After  the  bataille  and  dLsconfiture. 
And  so  bifel  that  in  the  taas  they  founde, 
Thurgh-girt  with  many  a  grevous,  blody 

wounde,  loio 

Two  jTonge  knyghtes,  liggynge  by  and  by, 
Botbe  in  oon  armes,  wroght  ful  richcly, 

tnj.  tke/eeUtSf  the  heraldic  fields  or  ground 
of  his' 


Humcr* 
993.  cbufuUM,  H  exequUt, 


Of  whiche  two  Arcita  highte  that  oon, 
And  that  oother  knyght  highte  Palamon. 
Nat  fully  quykc,  ne  fully  dcdc  Ihcy  were, 
But  by  here  cote-armures  and  by  liir  j^crc 
The  heraudes  knewe  hem  best  in  s]X'cia], 
\s>  they  that  wercn  of  the  blood  roial 
Of  Thebes,  and  of  suslrcn  two  y-born. 
Out  of  the  taas  the  pilours  han  hem  lorn 
And  han  hem  caried  softe  unto  the  tcnle 
Of  Theseus,  and  ful  soone  he  hem  scnte 
To  Atthenes,  to  dwellen  in  prisoun 
Perpetuelly,  he  nolde  no  raunsoun. 
And  whan  this  worthy  due  hath  thus  y-don, 
lie  took  his  boost  and  hoom  he  hmkI  anon, 
With  laurer  crowned  as  a  con<juerour  ; 
And  ther  he  lyveth  in  joyc  and  in  honour 
Terme  of  his  lyve ;  whatncdelh  wordcsmo? 
And  in  a  tour,  in  angwissh  and  in  wo,  1030 
This  Palamon  and  his  felawe  Arcite 
For  evermoore ;  ther  may  no  g(jld  hem 

quite. 
This  passeth  yeer  by  yeer  and  day  by  day, 
Till  it  fil  ones,  in  a  morwe  of  May, 
That  Emelye,  that  fairer  was  to  sene 
Than  is  the  lylie  uix)n  his  stalke  grcne, 
And  fressher  than  the  May  with  flourcs 

newe, — 
For  with  the  rose  colour  stroof  hire  he  we, 
I  noot  which  was  the  fyner  of  hem  two, — 
Er  it  were  day,  as  was  hir  wone  to  do, 
She  was  arisen  and  al  re<ly  dij;ht  :       104 1 
For  May  wole  have  no  slogardrie  a  nyght, 
The  sesoun  priketh  every  gentil  hcrie 
And  maketh  hym  out  of  his  sle]>e  to  sterte, 
And  seith,  *  Ar)'s,  and  do  thyn  observaunce. ' 
This  maked  Kmelye  have  rtmenibrjiunce 
To  doon  honour  to  May,  and  for  to  rysc. 
V-clolhed  was  she  fresshe,  for  to  devyse  ; 
Hiryelow  beer  was  broyded  in  a  tressc 
Bihynde  hir  Ixik,  a  yerde  lonj;;,  I  gesse ;  1050 
And  in  the  gardyn,  at  the  sonne  up-risie, 
She  walketh  up  and  doun,  and  as  hire  liste 
She  gadereth  floures,  party  while  and  rede, 
To  make  a  subtil  gerland  for  hire  hcde, 
And  as  an  aungel  hevenysshly  she  soong. 
The  grete  tour,  that  was  so  ihikke  and 

stroong. 
Which  of  the  castel  was  the  chief  donpeoun 
(Ther  as  the  knyghtes  weren  in  i)ris('>un, 
Of  whiche  I  tolde  yow  and  l^Wtxv  ^^^a\'^, 
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Was  cvcnc  joynant  to  the  gard)Ti  wal, 
Ther  as  tliis  Emelye  hadde  hir  pleyynge. 
Bright   was   the  sonne,    and   clccr   that 

mc>rwcn)Tige, 
And  Pal  anion,  this  woful  prisoner, 
As  was  his  wone,  bi  leve  of  hifc  gaylcr, 
Was  risen,  and  romed  in  a  chambre  on 

heigh,  1065 

In  which  he  al  the  noble  citee  seigh, 
Andeek  the  gardyn,  fulof  braunchesgrene, 
Ther  as  this  fresshe  Emelye  the  shecne 
Was  in  hire  walk  and  romcd  up  and  doun. 
This  sr>rwcful  prisoner,  this  Palamoun, 
(lt>th  in  the  chambre  romynge  to  and  fro. 
And  to  hymself  compleyn)'nge  of  his  wo  ; 
That  he  was  born,  ful  oftc  he  seyde,  *  alias ! ' 
And  so  bifel,  by  a  venture  or  cas, 
That  thurgh  a  wyndow,  thikkc  of  many 

a  barre  1075 

Of  irtn,  greet  and  square  as  any  sparre, 
lie  cast  his  eycn  Ujwn  Kmel)-a, 
And  thorwithal  he  bleynte  and  cride,  *  A !' 
As  though  he  stongen  were  unto  the  herte. 
And  with  that  cry  Arcite  anon  up  stcrte, 
And  scyde,  *G)syn  myn,  what  eyleth  thee. 
That  art  so  jxile  and  decdly  on  to  see  ? 
Why  critU'stow  ?   who   hath    thee   doon 

oflcnce  ? 
For  (i(KlcK-s  love,  taak  al  in  i>acience 
Oure  prisoun,  for  it  may  noon  oother  be  ; 
Fortune  hath  yeven  us  this  adversitce. 
Som  wikke  as|)tct  or  dis]iosicioun 
( )f  Saturne,  by  sum  constellacioun, 
Hath  yovcn  us  this,  although  we  hadde 

it  sworn  ; 
So  stotHl  the  hcvenc  whan  that  we  were 

born  ;  1090 

We  moste  endure  :  this  Is  the  short  ami 

playn.' 
This    I'alamon   answcrdc,    and   seyde 

agayn, 
*  Cosyn,  for  sothc  of  this  opinioun 
Thow  hast  a  veyn  ymaginacioun  ; 
This  prison  caused  me  nat  for  to  cr)'e, 
iJut  I  w:us  hurt  right  nowthurghoutmyneye 
I  nto  myn  herte,  that  wol  my  bane  be. 
The  fairnesse  of  that  lady  that  I  see 
^'ond  in  the  gardyn  romen  to  and  fro, 
Is  cause  of  al  my  criyng  and  my  wo.   xioo 
I  noot  wher  she  be  womman  or  goddesse, 


But  Venus  is  it,  soothly,  as  I 
And  therwithal  on  knees  doun  he  fil, 
And  seyde  :  *  Venus,  if  it  be  thy  wil 
Vow  in  this  gardyn  thus  to  transfigure 
Bifore  me,  sorweful,  wrecche  creature, 
Out  of  this  prisoun  helpe  that  we  may 

scapen. 
And  if  so  be  my  destynee  be  shapen, 
By  etemc  word,  to  dyen  in  prisoun. 
Of  our  lynage  have  som  compassioun,  x  1 10 
That  is  so  lowe  y-broght  by  tiiannye.' 

And  with  that  word  Arcite  gan  espye 
Wher  as  this  lady  romed  to  and  fro, 
And  \^ith  that  sightc  hir  beautee  hurte 

hym  so, 
That  if  that  Palamon  was  wounded  sore, 
Arcite  is  hurt  as  moche  as  he,  or  moore ; 
And  with  a  sigh  he  se3rde  pitously : 

*  The  fresshe  beautee  sleeth  me  sodeynly 
Of  hire  that  rometh  in  the  yonder  place, 
And  but  I  have  hir  mercy  and  hir  grace. 
That  I  may  seen  hire  atte  leeste  weye,  1121 
I  nam  but  deed  ;  ther  is  namoore  to  se}'e.* 

This  Palamon,  whan  he  tho  wordes 
herde, 
Dispitously  he  looked,  and  answerde, 
*\Vheitherseistowthis  incmestor  in  pley?' 
*  Nay,'  quod  Arcite,  *  in  cmest,  by  my 
fey! 
God  helix;  me  so,  me  list  fill  y\-ele  plcye.* 
This  Palamon  gan  knytte  his  browes 
tweye, 

*  It  nere,*  quod  he,  *to  thee  no  greet 

honour. 
For  to  be  fals,  nc  for  to  be  trait6ur    xijo 
To  me,  that  am  thy  cosyn  and  thy  brother 
V-swom  ful  dejx;,  and  ech  of  us  til  oother, 
That  never,  for  to  dyen  in  the  peyne, 
T{1  that  deeth  departe  shal  us  tweyne. 
Neither  of  us  in  love  to  hyndre  oc^ther, 
Ne  in  noon  oother  cas,  my  lecve  brother, 
But  that  thou  sholdcst  trewely  forthren  me 
In  every  cas,  as  I  shal  forthren  thee. 
This  was  thyn  00th,  and  myn  also  certeyn ; 
I  woot  right  wel  thou  darst  it  nat  withs^n.  1 
Thus  artow  of  my  conseil,  out  of  doute : 
And  now  thow  woldest  fiilsly  been  aboate 
To  love  my  lady,  whom  I  love  and  serve. 
And  ever  shal,  til  that  myn  herte  sterve. 
Nay  certcs,  false  Arcite,  thow  shalt  nat  so ; 
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re  first,  and  tolde  thee  my  wo 
conseil,  and  my  brother  sworn 
:  me,  as  I  have  toold  bifom. 

thou  art  y-bounden  as  a  knyght 

me,  if  it  lay  in  thy  myght ;  1x50 
rtow  fels,  I  dar  wel  sejm.' 
rcite  fill  proudly  spak  ageyn  ; 
lalt/  quod  he,  'be  rather  fills 
m  I ; 

art  fids,  I  telle  thee,  outrely, 
m<mr  I  loved  hire  first  er  thow. 
D w  sey n  ?  thou  wistest  nat  yet  now 
she  be  a  womman  or  goddesse  ! 
ffeccioun  of  hoolynesse, 
is  love  as  to  a  creature  ; 

I  tolde  thee  mjm  aventure  1x60 
cosyn  and  my  brother  sworn. 
,t  thow  lovedest  hire  bifom, 
at  wel  the  olde  clerkes  sawe, 
shtU  yeve  a  Uwere  any  lawe  ; 
getter  lawe^  by  my  pan^ 
f  be  yeve  of  any  erthely  man  ? 
)re  positif  lawe  and  swich  decree 
al  day  for  love,  in  ech  degree, 
ot  nedes  love,  maugree  his  heed; 
lat  flee  it,  thogh  he  sholde  be 
ed,  X170 

onayde,  or  wydwe,  or  elles  wyf ; 
t  is  nat  likly,  al  thy  lyf, 
n  in  hir  grace ;  namoore  shal  I ; 
lou  woost  thyselven,  verraily, 

and  I  be  dampned  to  prisoun 
y  ;  us  gayneth  no  raunsoun. 
n  as  dide  the  houndes  for  the 
on, 

;hte   al  day,  and  yet  hir  part 
5  noon ; 

a  kyte,  whil  that  they  weren 
wrothe, 

awey  the  boon  bitwixe  hem 
the ;  xx8o 

ore,  at  the  kyngcs  court,  my 
Jther, 

coHseil  Laiudowne  MS.  reads  cosing 

cUrkes  iaw€.  The  proverb  is  found 
,  De  Consolaihm*  Philoscphiae^  lib. 
translated  by  Cbaucer:  'But  what 
ay  jrere  a  lawe  to  loveresf  I^ve  is 
'  and  a  strengere  to  bymself  than  any 
en  may  yeveo.* 


Ech  man  for  hymself,  ther  is  noon  oother. 
Love,  if  thee  list,  for  I  love  and  ay  shal. 
And  soothly,  leeve  brother,  this  is  al. 
Heere  in  this  prisoun  moote  we  endure 
And  everich  of  us  take  his  dventure.' 
Greet  was  the  strif,  and  long,  bitwix 

hem  tweye, 
If  that  I  hadde  leyser  for  to  seye  ; 
But  to  theffect.     It  happed  on  a  day, — 
To  telle  it  yow  as  shortly  as  I  may, —  X190 
A  worthy  due,  that  highte  Perotheus, 
That  felawe  was  unto  due  Theseus, 
Syn  thilke  day  that  they  were  children  lite, 
Was  come  to  Atthenes,  his  felawe  to  visile. 
And  for  to  pleye,  as  he  was  wont  to  do ; 
For  in  this  world  he  loved  no  man  so. 
And  he  loved  hym  as  tend  rely  agayn. 
So  wel  they  lovede,  as  olde  bookes  sayn. 
That  whan  that  oon  was  deed,  soothly  to 

telle, 
His  felawe  wente  and  soughte  hym  doun 

in  helle, —  x2oo 

But  of  that  stone  list  me  nat  to  write. 
Due  Perotheus  loved  wel  Arcite, 
And  hadde  hym  knowe  at  Thebes,  yeer 

by  yere ; 
And  finally,  at  r^uest  and  prey^re 
Of  Perotheus,  withouten  any  raunsoun, 
Due  Theseus  hym  leet  out  of  prisoun 
Frely  to  goon  wher  that  hym  liste  over-al. 
In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  you  tellen  shal. 

This  was  the  forward,  pleynly  for  tendite, 
Bitwixen  Theseus  and  hym  Arcite ;  12 10 
That  if  so  were  that  Arcite  were  y-founde. 
Ever  in  his  lif,  by  day  or  nyght,  00  stounde, 
In  any  contree  of  this  Theseus, 
And  he  were  caught,  it  was  acorded  thus, 
That  with  a  swerd  he  sholde  lese  his  heed : 
Ther  nas  noon  oother  remedie,  ne  reed, 
But  taketh  his  leve  and  homward  he  him 

spedde  : 
Lat  hym  be  war,  his  nekke  lith  to  wedde. 
How  greet  a  sorwe  suffreth  now  Arcite  I 

X103.  Chaucer  is  out  here,  in  his  mythology, 
for  Pirithous,  King  of  Thessaly,  was  origbaJly 
the  eneniy  of  Theseus,  and  invaded  Attica. 

X200.  Chaucer  takes  this  from  the  Roman  de 
la  Rose.  According  to  the  onEinal  legend 
Theseus  and  Pirithous  visited  hell,  when  the 
latter  was  minded  to  carry  off  its  queen.  Pro- 
serpina. 

X3ia.  oOf  MSS.  or. 
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The  dceth  he  feelcth  thiirgh  his  hertc 

smytc  ;  laao 

lie  woixrth,  waylelh,  cricth  pitously ; 
To  skrn  hymself  he  waitcth  privoly. 
lie  seyde,  *  Alias  that  day  that  I  was  lx)rn ! 
Now  is  my  prisoun  w<irse  than  biforn  ; 
Now  is  me  shape  eternally  to  dwelle, 
Nat  in  my  purgaU'^rie,  but  in  helle. 
Alias  that  ever  knew  I  Perotheus  ! 
For  ellts  hadde  I  dwelle<l  with  Theseus, 
V-fetercd  in  his  prisoun  evemio. 
Thanne  hadde  I  been  in  blisse,  and  nat 

in  wo,  1230 

Oonly  the  sighte  of  hire,  whom  that  I 

serve, — 
Though    that    I    never    hir    grace    may 

deserve, — 
Wolde  han  suflTised  right  }Tiough  for  me. 
O  deere  cosyn  Palamon,'  quod  he, 
*  Thyn  is  the  victorie  of  this  aventure  ! 
Ful  blisfiilly  in  prison  maistow  dure, — 
In  prisoun?  certes  nay,  but  in  ])aradys  ! 
Wei  hath  Fortune  y-turnCd  thee  the  dys, 
That    hast     the    sighte    of    hire   and    I 

thabscnce.  1239 

For  possible  is,  syn  ihouhasthirc  presence, 
And  art  a  knyght,  a  worthy  and  an  able, 
That  by  som  cas,  syn  Fortune  is  chaunge- 

able, 
Thowmaist  tothydesir  some  tymeatteyne, 
Rut  I,  that  am  exiled  and  Kireyne 
Of  alio  grace,  an<l  in  so  greet  disi)eir. 
Thai  iher  nys  erthe,  water,  fir,  ne  eir, 
Ne  creature,  that  of  hem  maketl  is, 
That  may  mc  heele,  or  doon  confort  in 

this-. 
Wei   ouglite    I    sterve    in   wanhojx:  and 

dislre>se ;  1740 

F.irwel,  my  lif,  my  lust  and  my  gladnessc- 1 
*  Alias,  why  plejTien  folk  so  in  commune 
r)f  jnirvieaunre  i>'^  Go<l,  or  of  Fortune, 
That  yiveth  hem  ful  ofte  in  many  a  g>'sc 
Wei  bet  I  re  than  they  kan  hem  self  de\'}*se? 
Som  man  deMreth  for  to  han  richessc, 
That  cause  is  of  his  nKx;rdre,  or  greet 

siknesM.' ; 
And  som  man  w«  )lde  out  of  his  prisoun  fayn. 
That  in  his  hous  is  of  his  nieyncc  slayn. 

X236.  tHy^  om.  1I<. 
1248.  ketU,  W^htlpt. 


Infinite  harmes  been  in  this  mateere,   i>ss 
We  witen  nat  what  thii^  we  pre>'cn  heere. 
We  faren  as  he  that  dronke  Is  as  a  mous. 
A  dronke  man  woot  wel  he  hath  an  hous, 
'6\x\,  he  noot  which  the  righte  wey  is  thider. 
And  to  a  dronke  man  the  wey  is  slider ; 
And  certes  in  this  world  so  faren  wc,— 
We  scken  faste  after  felicitec. 
But  we  goon  wrong  ful  often,  trcwely. 
Thus  may  we  scyen  alle,  and  namely  I, 
That  wende  and  hadde  a  greet  o|unioun 
That  if  I  myghte  escapen  from  prisoun, 
Thanne  hadde  I  been  in  jo}*e  and  perfil 

heele,  1371 

Ther  now  I  am  exiled  fro  my  wele. 
Syn  that  I  may  nat  seen  you,  Emelye, 
I  nam  but  deetl,  there  nys  no  remedye/ 

U]x>n  that  oother  syde,  Palamon, 
^^'han  that  he  wistc  Arcite  was  agon, 
Swich  sorwe  he  maketh  that  the  grcte  toni 
Resouned  of  hLs  youlyng  and  clamour ; 
The  pure  fettres  on  hLs  shyni's  grete 
Wercn  of  his  bittre,  sallc  tcercs  wete.   lah 
'  Alias  ! '  quod  he,  '  Arcita,  cosyn^m}!!, 
Of  al  oure  strif,  Ciod  woot,  the  fniyi  is 

thyn  ; 
Thow  walkest  now  in  Thcl)es  at  thy  laigej 
And  of  my  wo  thow  yevcst  litel  charge. 
Thou  mayst,  s}'n  thou  hast  wysdom  and 

manhede, 
Assemblen  allc  the  folk  of  ourc  kynredcs 
And  make  a  wcrre  so  sharpe  on  this  citee^ 
That  by  som  aventure,  or  som  tretee, 
Thow  ma>'st  have  hire  to  lady  and  to  vyl 
Fnr  whcmi  that  I  mostc  nciies  lese  my^ 
lM)r,  as  by  wey  of  possibilitee,  119 

Sith  thou  art  at  thy  large,  of  prisoun  free 
And  art  a  lord,  greet  is  thyn  ix-aunti^e^ 
Moore  than  is  myn  that  sterve  here  in  > 

cage ; 
!''» )r  I  moot  weiMj  and  wayle  while  I  lyt* 
With  al  the  wo  that  prison  may  me  yev€ 
And  eek  with  |)cyne  that  love  me  ycvell 

also, 
That  doublelh  al  my  torment  and  my  W9« 
Therwith  the  fyr  of  jalousie  up-sterte 
W'ithinne  his  brest,  and  hente  him  by  ll* 

hertc  i^ 

So  woodly,  that  he  lyk  was  to  biholde 

1278.  ResoymtJj  H'  re^mntik* 
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The  >x>xtrce,   or  the  asshcn,  dcde  and 
colde. 
Thanne  scyde  he,   *0  cnieel  goddes 
that  gov^me 
This  worUl  with  bj-ndyng  of  youre  word 

eteme. 
And  writen  in  the  tabic  of  atthamaunt 
Voare  |>arlcinent  and  youre  eteme  graunt, 
UTial  Is  mankynde  moore  unto  you  holde 
Than  Ls  the  shcepe  that  rouketh  in  the 
folde  ?  1308 

For  slayn  Is  man,  right  as  another  beest, 
And  dwclleth  eek  in  prison  and  arrecst, 
And  hath  siknesse  and  greet  adversitec, 
.\n<l  ofte  tymes  giltelces,  pardee. 

*\Miat  governance  is  in  this  prescience, 
That  giltclees  tormentcth  innocence  ? 
And  yet  encresscth  this  al  my  jxinaunce, 
That  man  is  bounden  to  his  observaunce 
For  Goddes  Siikc  to  Ictten  of  his  wille, 
Ther  as  a  l>eest  may  al  his  hist  fulfille  ; 
And  whan  a  Yiccst  isdeedhe  hath  no  peyne, 
But  after  his  decth  man  moot  wcpc  and 
^  ple)'ne,  13:0 

*  Though  in  this  world  he  have  care  and  wo ; 

Without  en  <U)ute  it  may  stonden  so. 
;    The  answcre  of  this  I  lete  to  dy\yn>'s, 
But  well  I  wool  that  in  this  world  greet 

p)'ne  ys. 
Alias  !  I  sc  a  scrjxint  or  a  thecf, 
That   many   a   trewe    man    hath    doon 

mcschcef, 
C<jon  at  his  large,  and  where  hym  list 
«  may  turne  ; 

--  Bat  I  mijot  been  in  prisoun  thurgh  Satume, 
-  And  cck  thurgh  Juno,  jalous  and  eek 
J  wrKxl, 

J  Thai    hath    destroyed    wcl    ny   al    the 
«  blofKl  13^ 

J  Of  Thelies,  with  his  waste  walles  \*yde  ; 
I  And  Venus  sleet  h  me  on  that  oother  sydc 
^  For  jalousie  and  fere  of  hym  Arcite.' 
Kow  wol  I  stynte  of  Palamon  a  lite 
And  letc  hym  in  his  prisoun  stille  dwelle, 
«  And  of  Arcita  forth  I  wol  yow  telle. 

1310.  Bui  after  kis^  ticetk  man^  etc.,  so  K^, 
Ihmring  a  stress  which  accords  well  with  the 
•'  *>Kc  on  his  ;  H'  more  smoothly,  But  tuan  after 
.    bdeetA,  etc. 

*3'3*  I  Ute^  E*  Ut«  /,  'spoiling  the  accents 
•   ikooghout  the  line. 


The  sommer  passeth,  and  the  nyghtcs 
longe 
P'ncrcssen  double  wise  the  peyncs  stronge 
Botheof  the  lovere  and  the  prisoner.  1339 
I  noot  which  hath  the  wofuller  nlc'^te^  ; 
For  shortly  for  to  seyn  this  Palanioim 
Perpetuelly  is  dampned  to  prisoun, 
In  cheynes  and  in  fcttres  to  Ixcii  deed, 
And  Arcitc  Ls  exiled  ujwn  his  heed 
For  evcr-mo,  as  out  of  that  contreo, 
Nc  never- mo  he  shal  hLs  lady  see. 

Yow  loveres  axe  I  now  this  questioun, 
Who  hath  the  worse,  Arcitc  or  PaUimoun? 
That  Of)n  may  seen  his  lady  <iay  by  day, 
But  in  prison  he  moot  dwelle  ahvay  ;   i3';o 
That  oother  whcr  hym  list  may  ride  or  go, 
But  seen  his  lady  shal  he  never  nio. 
Now  demeth  as  yow  liste,  ye  that  kan. 
For  I  wol  telle  forth  as  I  ])igan. 

PART  II 

Whan  th.at  Arcitc  to  Thebes  comen  was, 
Ful  ofte  a  day heswelte  and  scyde,  'Alias  ! ' 
For  seen  his  lady  shal  he  never  nio. 
And,  shortly  to  concludcn  al  his  wo. 
So  nuiche  sorwe  had<le  never  cTciilure 
That  is,  «^r  shal,  whil  that  the  world  may 

dure.  iv'<» 

His  slcj)e,  his  mete,  his  dr>nke,  is  liym 

biraft, 
Tliiit  lene  he  wexe  and  drye  as  is  a  shaft  ; 
His  eyen  holwe,  and  grisly  to  bihoUlc, 
His  hewe  falow,  and  jxile  as  asshen  colde, 
And  solitarie  he  was  and  ever  allone, 
And  waillynge  al  the  nyght,  makyn^e  his 

monc  : 
And  if  he  herde  song  or  inslrunieni 
Thanne  wolde  he  wepe,  he  my^htO  nal 

l)e  stent. 
So  feble  eek  were  his  spirit/,  and  v)  lowe, 
And    chaunged   so   that   n(»   man   k<.ni«K* 

knowe  i  ;■  • 

I  lis  spcche  nor  his  voj-s,  though  men  it 

herde  : 
And  in  his  geerc  for  al  the  worltl  he  ferde, 
Nat  oonly  like  the  loveris  maladye 

1337.  sonimfr,  E  S'^fiM. 

1344.  «/^n  his  hccH^  on  pain  of  losing  hi^  head. 

1363.  wexe^  £3  wtxcth^ 
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Of  HercfK,  bul  rather  lyk  mnnyc, 
Fngendred  of  humdur  mal^ncoUk, 
BiTani,  in  hii  owcne  cctle  fiintastilt. 
And,  ihortl)',  lumed  was  b.1  up-ao-doun 
Itoth«  tubit  uid  ecl(  ilisposldoun 
Of  hym,  this  wofnl  lovere  doun  Arciic. 

Wlul  iholile  I  nl  dayuf  hu  wo  cndilcP 
Whlin  he  endured  hvldcayect'jr  two  ijBi 
Tblt  crucel  torment  uul  this  peyne  and 

Ai  Thcb^,  in  hb  eontiee,  ns  I  scyde, 
Upun  M  nyght,  in  Bleepe  u  he  hym  leydu. 
Hym  thuughie  how  that  the  wyngecl  g-Ml 

Meicurie 
Bifom  hym  stood  ami   IaiI   hym  In  1>e 

Hui  ilcpy  yerde  in  hond  he  Iiai  upr^hic, 
An  hftt  he  werede  upon  his  herii  brighie. 
Arrayrd  wiw  this  pKl,  as  he  look  kecpc, 
Anhewnswlinii  ihitl  Aigiis  li>iikhLss1ce|>c, 
And   »eydc    hym    thus,    'To    Allh<fnes 

shaltau  wcmde  ;  13;! 

Thor  ii  Ihee  ihapen  of  thy  wo  ui  endc' 
Anil   with   that  woni   Aicitc  wook  and 

stent, — 
'  Now  lievrely,  hou  soorc  Ihaf  me  smerlc, ' 
Quod  he,  Mo  Atth^fs  right  now  wol  I  Fare, 
Ne  br  the  drede  of  deelh  shal  I  nat  spare, 
To  K  my  lady  ihal  I  love  and  serve  ; 
to  hire  presence  I  rccche  nat  to  stetve. ' 
And   with    that   word   he   caiighte   a 

And  ui^  that  chaunged  was  at  his  coliiur 
And  MUgh  his  visage  al  In  another  kynde  ; 
And  right  anon  it  Tan  hym  in  his  nynde, 
That  sitli  hit  bxi  was  so  disti^red 
Of  maladye  the  which  he  hadde  endured. 
He  myghte  wel,  if  that  he  bar  hym  lowe, 
Lyve  in  Allhencs  evennoie  unknowe, 
And  seen  his  lady  wel  ny  day  hy  day. 
And  right  anon  he  chaunged  his  array 
And  cbdde  hym  as  a  poure  laborer, 

I3T4-  jV'nrx.  Km,  Love. 

xytL  Bi/*m.  >■  kit  tnind  albfiintviik ;  it 
bfim  H  only ;  •"««  froBi  E'oni)'.  Accoidins 
(D  undlfval  Ibwry  Mania  wu  liq[oIlcii  in  Ihe 
froai  cfU  cf  (bfl  bead  which  WHdappropriBliid  10 
ihs  inugiiuulon^ 

ll8j.  ylrA,  Mflrenrr'm  caillH—t. 

'l^  *t.  B.  /. 

ijgd.  .Inw.  tha  bundicd-cycdcaaKlLinada. 
Ucicury  luUcd  him  yHlH  auucanaiJviv  hiok. 


And  al  allune, — save  oonly  n  s^i 
Thai  knew  his  privetee  and  al  hi 
Which  was  diseised  pourvlyis  h 
To  Atth^es  is  he  goon  Ihe  next 
And  to  the  court  be  wenle  upon 
And  at  the  gate  he  profrelh  his  ( 
To  druggc  aod  drawe,  what  s 

And,  shortly  of  this  malcre  foi 
He  6\  in  office  with  a.  cbambeile 
The   which    that    dwellynge   " 

Emelye  ; 
For  he  was  wys  and  koude  sooi 
Of  every  servaunt  which  that  sciri 
Wel  koude  be  hewen  wodetind  wa 
For  he  was  yong,  and  my^Iy  fbi  t) 
And  therto  he  was  Umg  and  Ug  ( 
To  doon  that  any  uright  kon  hjm 
A  yecr  or  two  he  was  in  thi 
Page  of  the  chambre  of  Emelye  the 
And  PhiloBlmle  he  seyde  that  he 
Hut  half  so  wel  bitoved  a  man  as 

Nc  wfU  Iher  never  in  coutt  of  hit 
He  was  so  gentil  of  his  condiciou 
That  thuighuutal  the  court  was  his 
They  seyden  that  it  were  a  charit 
That  Theseus  wolde  enhaiuiccn  hit 
And  put  ten  hym  in  worshipful  soi 
Tlict  as  he  myghle  his  vertn  rxai 
And  thus  wilhinne  a  while  his  I 

Boihe  of  his  dedes  and  his  goode 
That  Theseus  halh  taken  hym  so 
That  of  his  chambre  he  made  hytoi 
And  yaf  him  gold  lo  mayntene  his 
And  eck  men  broghte  hym  oat 

From  yecr  lo  yeer,  ful  piyvely,  hi 
Bul  honestly  and  slyly  he  it  spcnl 
Thulnomanwondredhowthathe  il 
And  ihrc  yeer  in  this  wise  bis  lif  I 
And  bai  hym  so  in  pees,  and  cck  ii 
Tha  was  no  mao  Oiat  Thcscos  hat 
And  in  this  blisse  lele  1  now  Arc 
And  speke  I  wole  of  I'olaman  «  1 

nil-  I'V,  KH'i  Henjfwil*,  ttrrw. 

itiS.  Pkitoilmu:  in  Ok  Tanti  An 

thi  name  of  Ptmbco.    Tha  nuns  I%il» 

poHB   Filulrata,  ihe   Diifinal  of  Tra 
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In  derknesse  and  horrible  and  strong 
prison 
Thise  seven  yeer  hath  seten  Palamon. 
Forpy3med,  what  for  wo  and  for  distresse. 
VVho  feeleth  double  soor  and  hevynesse 
But  Palamon  ?  that  love  destreyjieth  so 
rhat  wood  out  of  his  wit  he  goth  for  wo  ; 
And  eek  ther-to  he  is  a  prisoner 
Perpetuelly,  noght  only  for  a  yer. 

Who  koude  ryme  in  Englyssh  proprely 
His  martirdom?  for  sothe  it  am  nat  I ; 
rherfore  I  posse  as  lightly  as  I  may.   1461 
It  fel  that  in  the  seventhe  yer,  in  May, 
rhe  thridde  nyght,  as  olde  b<x)kes  seyn, 
I*hat  al  this  stone  tellen  moore  plejm, 
Were  it  by  aventure  or  dcstynee, — 
\s  whan  a  thyng  is  shapcn  it  shal  be, — 
rhat  scone  after  the  mydnyght,  Palamoun, 
By  helpyug  of  a  freend  brak  his  prisoun 
\nd  fleeth  the  citee,  faste  as  he  may  go, 
Per  he  hade  yeve  his  gayler  drynke  so, 
Df  a  clarree,  maad  of  a  certeyn  wyn,  1471 
With  nercotikes,  and  opie  of  Thebes  fyn, 
rhat  al  that  nyght,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

him  shake. 
The  gayler  sleepe,  he  myghte  nat  awake  ; 
And  thus  he  fleeth,    as  faste  as  ever 
he  may. 
The  njrgfat  was  short  and  faste  by  the  day, 
That  nedes-cost  he  moot  hymselven  hyde. 
And  til  a  grove,  iasXk  ther  bisyde. 
With  dredefiil  fbot,  thanne  stalketh  Pala- 
moun. 
For,  shortly,  this  was  his  opinioun,     1480 
That  in  that  grove  he  wolde  hym  hyde  al 

day, 
And  in  the  n3rght  thanne  wolde  he  take 

his  way 
To  Thebes-ward,  his  freend^  for  to  preye 
On  Theseus  to  helpe  him  to  werreye ; 
And,  shortly,  outher  he  wolde  lese  his  lif. 
Or  wynnen  Emelye  unto  his  wyf. 
This  b  theffect  and  his  entente  pleyn. 

Now  wol  I  tume  to  Ardte  ageyn. 
That  litel  wiste  how  ny  that  was  his  care, 
Til  that  Fortune  had  broght  him  in  the 
snare.  1490 

1454.  a^cTt  £*;  H^  tormt, 

147a.  Tkehett  in  Egypt,  not  in  Greece. 

UTS.  vriiK  1^€^ 


The  bisy  larke,  messager  of  day, 
Salueth  in  hir  song  the  morwe  gray, 
And  firy  Phebus  riseth  up  so  brighte 
That  al  the  orient  laugheth  of  the  lighlc, 
And  with  his  stremcs  dryeth  in  the  greves 
The  silver  dropes,  hangynge  on  the  leves. 
And  Arcita,  that  is  in  the  court  roial 
With  Theseus,  his  squier  princijial, 
Is  risen,  and  looketh  on  the  niyrie  day  ; 
And  for  to  doon  his  6bservaunce  to  May, 
Remembrynge  on  the  poynt  of  his  desir, 
He  on  a  courser,  stertyng  as  the  fir, 
Is  ridcn  into  the  feeldes  hym  to  i)leye, 
Out  of  the  court,  were  it  a  myle  or  tweye ; 
And  to  the  grove  of  which  that  I  yow  tolde, 
By  aventure,  his  wey  he  gan  to  holde, 
To  maken  hym  a  gerland  of  the  greves, 
Were  it  of  wodebynde,  or  hawethom  leves, 
And  loude  he  song  ageyn  the  sonnc  shene ; 
*  May,  with  alle  thy  floures  and  thy  grene, 
Welcome  be  thou,  faire,  fresshe  May,   15x1 
In  hope  that  I  som  grene  gete  may.' 
And  from  his  courser  with  a  lusty  herte 
Into  a  grove  fid  hastily  he  sterte. 
And  in  a  path  he  romcth  up  and  doun, 
Ther  as  by  ^venture  this  Palamoun 
Was  in  a  bussh,  that   no  man   myghte 

hym  se. 
For  soore  afered  of  his  deeth  was  he. 
No-thyng  ne  knew  he  that  it  was  Arcite : 
God  woot  he  wolde  have  trowed  it  ful  lite ; 
But  sooth  is  seyd,  gon  sithen  many  yercs, 
That  feeld  hath  eyen,  and  the  wode  hath 

eres. 
It  is  ful  fair  a  man  to  here  hym  evene. 
For  al  day  meeteth  men  at  unset  stevene. 
Ful  litel  woot  Arcite  of  his  felawe 
That  was  so  ny  to  herknen  al  his  sawe, 
For  in  the  bussh  he  sitteth  now  ful  slillc. 
Whan  that  Arcite  hadde  romed  al  his 

fille. 
And  songen  al  the  roundel  lustily, 
Into  a  studie  he  fil  al  sodcynly,  1530 

As   doon    thise  loveres   in    hir    queyntc 

geres,— 
Now  in  the  crope,  now  doun  in  the  brercs, 

1494.  That  al  the  orient  laugheth:  D.antc, 
Purg.  i.  20,  *  faceva  tutto  rider  1'  oncnte.'  (Skeat.) 

1592.  That  feeld  hath  eyen  :  *  Campus  babet 
lumen  et  habet  nemus  auris  acumen.'^ 

1534.  nnset  stevene^  unappomied  \.\n\e. 
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Now  up,  now  doun,  as  1x>ket  in  a  wellc. 
Rij^hl  as  the  Friday,  soothly  for  to  telle, 
N«'»w  it  shyneth,  now  it  reyneth  faste, 
Kij;ht  so  kan  jjcery  Venus  overcaste 
The  herlcs  of  hir  folk  ;  right  as  hir  day 
Is  gcrcful,  rijiht  so  chaungeth  she  array, — 
Sclde  is  the  Friday  al  the  wowkc  y-like. 
Wlian  that  Arcite  hail  songe,  he  gan 

t«>  sike,  i54« 

And  sotle  hym  doun  without  en  any  m(x>re : 
*  Alias,'  quod  he,   *that  day  that  I   was 

bi  )re ! 
llow  lonj^c,  Juno,  thurgh  thy  crueltee, 
\V«jUow  worreyen  Thelxjs  the  cilee? 
Alias,  y-broght  is  to  confusioun 
The      bl(Hxl      roial      of     Cadnie      and 

Aniphitiun, — 
Of  Cadnms,  which  that  was  the  firste  man 
Thai  Tlicbcs  bulte,  or  first  the  toun  bigan. 
And  of  the  citec  first  was  crounctl  kyng. 
Of  his  lynagc  am  I,  and  his  ofspryng  1550 
By  vcrray  ligne,  as  of  the  stok  roial ; 
And  now  1  am  so  caytyf  and  so  thral. 
That  he  that  is  my  mortal  enemy, 
I  serve  hym  as  his  scjuier  pourely. 
And  yet  dooth  Juno  me  wcl  moore  shame, 
For  I  dar  noght  biknowc  mynowene  name ; 
But  thcr  as  I  was  w<int  to  highte  Arcite, 
Now  liighie  I  Philostrate,  m>ght  worth  a 

ntj-te. 
Alias,  thou  felle  Mars!  alias,  Juno!     1559 
Thus  hath  youre  ire  oure  kjTircde  al  fordo. 
Save  oonly  me,  and  wrecched  IVlamoun, 
That  Theseus  marlireth  in  prisoun. 
And  over  al  this,  to  sleen  me  outrely, 
\jo\M  haih  his  firy  dart  sri  brennyngly 
V-sliked  thurgh  my  ircwe,  careful  henc, 
That  shai)en  was  my  deelh  erst  than  my 

sliorte. 
^'e  slcon  me  with  youre  eyen,  Fmelye  ! 
Ve  Ijocn  the  cause  whcrfore  that  I  dye  I 
Of  al  the  remenant  of  myn  oolhcr  care 
Ne  soite  I  nat  the  montance  of  a  tare. 
So   that   I    koude  doon   aught  to  youre 

ples;iunce.*  1571 

And  with  t  hat  word  he  fil  doun  in  a  traunce 
A  longc  lyme,  and  afterward  up-sterte. 

i5.^<^.  kau.  \\^ gan. 

I  s^i6.  sht-rte,    shirt ;     cp.     Legend    ^    CiHhl 
U  'ofHCH,  I.  .itib,  and  Troiiust  734. 


This   Palamoun,    that    thonghte    that 

thurgh  his  herte 
I  le  felte  a  coold  swerd  sode3mliclie  gl}'de, 
For  ire  he  quook,  no  lengcr  wolde  he  bydc. 
And  whan  that  he  had  herd  Arcites  tale, 
As  he  wore  wood,  with  face  deed  and  polo, 
He  stirte  hym  up  out  of  the  buskes  thikke, 
And  seide,  *  Arcite,  false  tray  tour  wikke ! 
Now  artow  hent,  that  lovest  my  lady  so. 
For  whom  that  I  haveal  this  peyneandwo, 
And  art  my  blood,  and  tomyconseil  sworn, 
As  I  ful  ofte  have  seyd  thee  hccr-bifom, 
And  hast  ])yjaixxl  heere  due  Theseus, 
And  falsly  chaunged  hast  thy  name  thus ; 
I  wol  be  deed,  or  dies  thou  shalt  dye ; 
Thou  shalt  nat  love  my  lady  Emelye, 
But  I  wol  love  hire  oonly,  and  namo; 
For  I  am  Palamon,  thy  mortal  fbo,    lyjo 
And  though  that  I  no  wepene  have  in 

this  place, 
But  out  of  ])rison  am  astert  by  grace, 
I  drede  noght  that  outher  thow  shalt  dye. 
Or  thow  ne  shalt  nat  loven  Emelye. 
Chees  which  thou  wolt,  for  thou  shah 

nat  astertc  1  * 
This  Arcite,  with  ful  dcspitous  herte, 
Whan  he  hym  knew,  and  hadde  his  talc 

herd, 
As  fiers  as  leoun  pulled  out  his  swerd. 
And  seyde  thus,  *  By  Ciod  that  sit  above^ 
Nere  it  that  thou  art  sik  and  wood  for  lovc^ 
And  eek  that  thow  no  wepne  hast  in  tloi 

place,  x6ai 

Thou  sholdest  never  out  of  this  grove  pace^ 
That  thou  ne  sholdest  dycn  of  myn  hond. 
For  I  defye  the  seurete  and  the  bond 
Which  that  thou  seist  that  I  have  maaA 

to  thee. 
What ,  verray  fool ,  thy  nk  wcl  that  love  is  fre  1 
And  I  wol  love  hire  mawgree  al  thy  mygfat. 
But  for  as  muchc  thou  art  a  worthy  knyght. 
And  wilnest  to  darreyne  hire  by  bataillCt 
Have  heer  my  trouthe,  tomorwe  I  wdl 

nat  faile,  1610 

Withoute  wii)'ng  of  any  oother  wight. 
That  heere  I  wol  be  founden  as  a  knyghtp 
And   bryngen  hamcys  right  ynough  k0 

thee, — 

1584.  se/dt  H^tfiUf. 
»595.«  /'n  E*  *'■.  159^  Aw,  H*  «. 
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And  chcse  the  bcsle  and  leve  the  worste 

for  me, — 
And  mete  and  drynke  this  nyght  wol  I 

brynge 
Vnough   for    thee,   and  clothes   for    thy 

beddynge ; 
*\nd  if  so  be  that  thou  my  lady  \iv-ynne 
And  sle  me  in  this  woile  ther  I  am  innc, 
Thou  mii)-^!  wel  have  thy  lady,  as  for  mc' 
This  Palamon  answerdc,  *  I  graunte  it 

thee.*  1620 

And  thus  they  been  dcpartal  til  a-morwc, 
Whan  ech  of  hem  had  leyd  his  fcith  to 

bor\ic. 

O  Cupide,  out  of  alle  charitee  ! 
(J  regne,  that  wolt  no  fclawe  have  with 

thee  ! 
Kul  sooth  is  seyd  that  love  ne  lordshij^e 
^u\  noght,  his  thankes,  have  no  felawe- 

shipc. 
Wel  fynden  that  Arcite  and  Palamoun  ! 

Arcite  is  ridcn  anon  unto  the  toun, 
And  on  the  morwe,  er  it  were  daycs  light, 
Ful  prively  two  harne>'s  hath  he  dight,  1630 
Kothe  sutBsaunt  and  mete  to  darrcync 
The   bataille   in    the  feeld   bctwix   hem 

tweyne ; 
And  on  his  hors,  allone  as  he  was  bom. 
He  carieth  al  the  hameys  hym  biforn  : 
And  in  the  grove,  at  tymc  and  place  y-set. 
This  Arcite  and  this  Palamon  ben  met. 
To  chaungen  gan  the  colour  in  hir  face. 
Right  as   the  hunters,    in  the  regne  of 

Trace, 
That  stondeth  at  the  ga]>pe  with  a  s]x:re, 
Whan  hunted  Is  the  leoun  or  the  bcrc. 
And  hercth  hym  come  russhyng  in  the 

greves,  164 1 

And  brekcth  both  1)owes  and  the  Icves, 
And     thynketh,     *  Heere     cometh    my 

mortal  enemy, 
Vnth-outc  faile  he  moot  be  deed  or  \  ; 
For  outher  I  moot  sleen  hym  at  the  gap])e. 
Or    he    moot    sleen    me,    if    that    mc 

myshapjK ' : 
So  ferdcn  the)'  in  chaung^'ng  of  hir  hewc, 
As  fer  as  everich  of  hem  oothcr  kncwc. 
Ther  nas  no  'Good  day,'  ne  no  saluyng, 
1637.  To,HiiA^ 


But    streight,    withoutcn    word    or    re- 
hcrsyng,  1650 

Everich  of  hem  heel  j>e  for  toaniien  oothcr, 
As  frendly  as  he  were  his  owcnc  brother  ; 
And  after  that,  with  sharjK*  sixjres  stronge. 
They  foyncn  ech  at  oothcr  won<lcr  longe. 
Thou  myghtest  wcne  that  tliis  ruUuuoun, 
In  liis  fightyng  were  a  W(kk1  Icoun, 
And  as  a  crueel  tigre  was  Arcite  : 
As  wilde  Ix^rts  gonnc  they  to  sinyte, 
That  frothen  whit  as  f(x>in  for  ire  wikmI, — 
Up  to  the  ancle  foghte  they  in  hir  blood. 
And  in  this  wise  I  Icte  hem  i'lghtyng 
dwellc,  u')6i 

And  forth  I  wole  of  Theseus  yow  telle. 

The  Destinec,  ministro  general. 
That  excculeth  in  the  world  over  al, 
The  pur\'eiaunce  that  God  hathseynl)iforn, 
So  strong  it  is  that,  though  the  w  orld  had 

sworn 
The  contrarie  of  a  th)'ng  by  ye  (^r  nay, 
Vet  somtyme  it  shal  fallen  on  a  day 
That  fallelh  nat  eft  wilhinne  a  lliousiind 

yeere. 
For  certeinly  oure  appetites  hcere,      1670 
1^  it  of  werre,  or  jjces,  or  hate,  or  h)ve, 
Al  is  this  reuled  by  the  sighte  above. 

This  mcne  I  now  by  myghty  Tlieseus, 
That  for  to  huntcn  is  so  desirus, 
And  namely  at  the  grete  hert  in  May, 
That  in  his  Ijcd  ther  daweth  hym  no  day 
That  he  nys  clad,  and  redy  for  to  ryde 
With  hunte  and  home,  and  houndes  hym 

bisyde. 
For  in  his  huntyng  hath  he  swich  delit. 
That  it  is  al  his  joye  and  appelit  1680 

To  been  hymself  the  grete  hertc's  l^ane, 
For  after  Mars  he  scrvcth  now  Dvanc. 
Cleer  was  the  day,  as  I  have  toold  er 

this. 
And  Theseus,  with  alle  joyc  and  blis, 
With  his  YiX)lita,  the  faire  (juecne, 
And  Enielye,  clothed  al  in  giene, 
On  huntyng  be  they  riden  roially  ; 
And  to  the  grove,  thatsio<Kl  ful  fa^tc  liy, 
In  which  ther  was  an  hen,  as  uku  hym 

tolde. 
Due    Theseus    the    streighte    way   hatli 

holde;  1690 
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And  to  the  launde  he  rideth   hyni   ful 

right,— 
For  thider  was  the  hert  wont  have  his 

flight,— 
And  over  a  brook,  and  so  forth  in  his  weye. 
This  due  wol  han  a  cours  at  hym,  or  tweyc, 
With  hoiindcs,  swiche  as  that  hym  list 

commaunde. 
And  whan  this  due  was  eome  unto  the 

launde 
Under  the  sonne  he  looketh,  and  anon, 
lie  was  war  of  Arcite  and  Palamon, 
That  foughten  brenie,  as  it  were  lx)r(js 

two.  1699 

The  l)righte  swerdes  wenten  to  and  fro 
So  hidously,  that  with  the  leeste  strook 
It  semcd  as  it  wolde  fille  an  00k  ; 
But  what  they  were  no  thyng  he  ne  woot. 
This  due  his  courser  with  his  spores  smoot, 
And  at  a  stert  he  was  bitwix  hem  two. 
And  pullwl  out  a  swerd,  and  cride,  *  Hoo ! 
Namoore,  up  peyne  of  lesynge  of  youre 

heed  1 
By  niyghty  Mars,  he  shal  anon  Ik;  deed 
That  sniyteth  any  strook,  that  I  may  seen. 
But  tolleth  me  what  mystiers  men  ye  been, 
That  been  so  hardy  for  to  fighten  heere  1711 
Withouten  juge,  or  oother  officere, 
As  it  were  in  a  lystes  roially  ?  * 

This  Palamon  answerde  hastily 
And  seyde,  *Sire,  what  nedeth  wordes  mo? 
We  have  the  deeth  disserved  l)othe  two. 
Two  wf  >ful  wrecchcsbecn  we,  twocaytyves, 
That  been  encombred  of  oure  owene  lyA^cs, 
And  as  thou  art  a  rightful  lord  and  juge, 
Ne  yeve  us  neither  mercy  ne  refuge,  1720 
But  sle  me  first,  for  seinte  charitee, 
But  sle  my  felawe  eek  as  wel  as  me  ; 
Or    sle    hym    first,    for    though    thow 

knowest  it  lite, 
This  is  thy  mortal  foo,  this  is  Arcite, 
That  fro  thy  lond  is  banysshed  on  his  heed, 
For  which  he  hath  deserved  to  be  deed ; 
For  this  is  he  that  cam  unto  thy  gate 
And  seyde  that  he  highte  Philostrale ; 
Thus  hath  he  japed  thee  ful  many  a  yer, 
And    thou   hast   maked    hym    thy  chief 
squier ;  1730 

And  this  is  he  that  loveth  Emelye  ; 
For  sith  the  day  is  come  that  I  shal  dye, 


I  make  plejmly  my  confessioun 
That  I  am  thilke  wofiil  Palamoun, 
That  hath  thy  prisoun  broken  wikkedly. 
I  am  thy  mortal  foo,  and  it  am  I 
That  loveth  so  hoote  Emelye  the  brighte 
That  I  wol  dye  present  in  hir  sighte. 
Therfore  I  axe  deeth  and  my  jawise  ; 
But  sle  my  felawe  in  the  same  wise,  \i^ 
For  bothe  han  we  deserved  to  be  skyn.' 
This  worthy  due  answerde  anon  agayn. 
And  seyde,  *  This  is  a  short  conclusioun : 
Voure  owene  mouth,  by  youre  confessioun, 
Hath  dampned  yow,  and  I  wol  it  recorde. 
It  nedeth  noght  to  pyne  yow  with  the 

corde. 
Ye  shal  l)e  deed,  by  myghty  Ma*s  the 

rede  !' 
The  queene  anon,  for  verray  womman- 

hede, 
Gan  for  to  wepe,  and  so  dide  Emelye, 
And  alle  the  ladyes  in  the  compaignye. 
Greet  pitee  was  it,  as  it  thoughte  hem  alio, 
That  ever  swich  a  chaunce  sholde  falle. 
For  gentil  men  they  were,  of  greet  estaat. 
And   no   thyng  but   for   love   was  this 

debaat, — 
And  saugh  hir  blody  woundes,  wyde  and 

soore. 
And  alle  crieden,  bothe  lasse  and  mocve, 
*  I  lave  mercy,  lord,  ujwn  us  wonimenalle  !* 
And  on  hir  bare  knees  adoun  they  fidle. 
And  wolde  have  kist  his  feet  ther  as  he 

stood. 
Til  at  the  laste  aslaked  was  his  mood,  17^ 
For  pitee  rcnneth  soone  in  gentil  herte, 
And  though  he  first  for  irequook  andsterte, 
He  hath  considered  shortly,  in  a  clause, 
The  trespas  of  hem  bothe,  and  eek  the 

cause. 
And  although  that  his  ire  hir  gilt  accused, 
Vet  in  his  resoun  he  hem  bothe  excused, 
And  thus  he  thoghte  wel,  that  every  man 
Wol  heli>e  hymself  in  love,  if  that  he  kan, 
And  eek  delivere  hymself  out  of  prisoun  | 
And  eek  his  herte  hadde  compassioun  trt^ 
Of  wommen,  for  they  wepen  ever  in  con; 

1746.  to  Pyne  yew  wtih  the  Cfrdt^  put  yoa  U 
torture,  i.e.  to  extract  a  confession. 

X761.  For  piuc^tic  This  beautilul  line  Qcan 
four  times  in  Chaucer. 
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And  in  his  gentil  herte  he  thoughte  anon, 
And  softe  unto  hym-self  he  seyde,  *  Fy 
Upon  a  lord  that  wol  have  no  mercy, 
But  been  a  leoun,  bothe  in  word  and  detle, 
To  hem  that  been  in  repentaunce  and 

drede, 
As  wel  as  to  a  proud  despitous  man 
That  wol  maynteyne  that  he  first  bigan  ; 
That  lord  hath  litel  of  discrecioun, 
That  in  swich  cas  kan  no  divisioun,    1780 
But  weyeth  pride  and  humblesse  after  oon. ' 
And  shortly,  whan  his  ire  is  thus  agoon, 
He  gan  to  lookcn  up  with  eyen  lighte, 
And  spak  thise  same  wordes,  al  on  hightc. 

*  The  god  of  love,  a  benedicite. 
How  myghty  and  how  greet  a  lord  is  he  ! 
Ageyns   his   myght    ther   gayneth   none 

obstacles. 
He  maybecleped  a  god  for  his  myracles, 
For  he  kan  maken,  at  his  owene  gyse, 
Of  e\'erich  herte  as  that  hym  list  di\'ysc. 

*  Ijo     heere     this    Arcite,     and    this 
Palamoun,  1791 

That  quitly  weren  out  of  my  prisoun, 
And  myghte  han  ly  ved  in  Thebes  roially. 
And  witen  I  am  hir  mortal  enemy. 
And  that  hir  deth  lith  in  my  myght  also, 
And  yet  hath  love,  maugrec  hir  eyen  two, 
Y-broght  hem  hyder,  bothe  for  to  dye. 
Now  looketh,  is  nat  that  an  heigh  folye  ? 

*  Wh6  may  been  a  fole,  but  if  he  love  ? 
Bihoold,  for  Goddes  sake  that  sit  above, 
Sc  how  they  blede  !  be  they  noght  wel 

arrayed  ?  x8oi 

Thus  hath  tur  lord,  the  god  of  love,  y-payed 
Hir  wages  and  hir  fees  for  hir  servyse  : 
And  yet  they  wenen  for  to  been  ful  wyse 
Thatserven  love,  for  aught  that  may  bifalle. 
Bat  this  is  yet  the  beste  game  of  alle. 
That  she,  for  whom  they  han  this  jolitee, 
Kan  hem  ther-fore  as  muche  thank  as  me. 
She  woot  namoore  of  al  this  hoote  fare, 
Bf  God,  than  woot  a  cokkow  or  an  hare. 
Blot  all  moot  ben  assayed,  hoot  and  coold ; 
A  man  moot  ben  a  fool,  or  yong  or  oold, — 
I  woot  it  by  myself  ful  yore  agon, 

1799.  WMc  maVf  etc,  i.t.  your  lover  is  your 
aUr  perfect  fool.     The  reading  of  H,   '  who 
'Y    «ef  fc  mJMe  if  thai  he  lavt^  necessitates  the 
tatioD  Of  H0i  after  mmy. 


. 


For  in  my  tyme  a  servant  was  I  oon. 
And  therfore,  syn  I  knowe  of  loves  peyne, 
And  woothowsooreit  kan  a  mandistreync, 
As  he  that  hath  ben  caught  ofte  in  his  laas, 
I  yow  foryeve  al  hoolly  this  trespaas, 
At  requeste  of  the  (juecne,  that  kneleth 

hcere. 
And  eek  of  Emelye,  my  suster  deere.    1820 
And  ye  shul  bothe  anon  unto  mc  swore, 
That  never  mo  yc  shal  my  contree  dere, 
Ne  make  werre  upon  me,  nyght  ne  day, 
But  been  my  freendes  in  al  that  ye  may. 
I  yow  foryeve  this  trespas  ever)'  deel.' 
And  they  him  sworen  his  axyng,   fairc 

and  weel, 
And  hym  of  lordshipeandof  mercy  preyde, 
And  he  hem  graunteth  grace,  and  thus  he 

seyde  : — 

*  To  speke  of  roial  lynage  and  richesse, 
Though  that   she  were   a   queene   or  a 

princesse,  1830 

Kch  of  you  bothe  is  worthy,  douttlees, 
To  wedden  whan  tyme  is,  but  nathelees, — 
1  speke  as  for  my  suster  Emelye, 
For  whom  ye  have  this  strif  and  jalousye, — 
Vc  woot  your  self  she  may  nat  wed  den  two 
At  ones,  though  ye  fightcn  cvormo. 
That  oon  of  you,  al  be  hym  looth  or  lief, 
I  ie  moot  go  pipcn  in  an  yvy  leef : 
This  is  to  seyn,  she  may  nought  have 

bothe,  1839 

Al  be  ye  never  so  jalouse  ne  so  wrothe  ; 
And  for-thy,  I  yow  putte  in  this  degree, 
That  ech  of  yow  shal  have  his  destynee 
As  hym  is  shape,  and  herkncth  in  what 

wyse ; 
lx>,  heere  your  ende  of  that  I  shal  dexyse. 

*  My  wyl  is  this,  for  plat  conchisioun 
Withouten  any  rcpplicacioun, — 

If  that  you  liketh,  take  it  for  the  beste, — 
That   everich  of  you   shal    goon   where 

hym  leste 
Frely,  withouten  raunson  or  daunger  ; 
And  this  day  fifty  wykes,  fer  no  ner,    1850 
Everich  of  you  shal  bryngc  an  hundred 

knyghtes 

1838.  g-o,  cm.  E.  The  Bhra«»e,  equivalent  to 
our  go  whistUf  is  used  by  Wyclif. 

1850.  /er  nt  fur^  no  later  or  sooner ;  Ji/ty 
wykes  are  of  course  used  here  for  a  ^^^» 
Boccaccio's  un  anno  iniero. 
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Armed  for  lysles  up  at  alle  rightes, 
Al  redy  to  darreyne  hire  by  l>ataillc  ; 
And  this  hihote  I  yow  with-outcn  faille 
Upm  my  troutbc  and  as  I  am  a  knyght, 
That   wheither  of  yow  bolhc  that  hath 

niyght, 
This  is  to  scyn,  that  wheithor  he  or  Ihow 
May  with  his  hundred,  as  I  sjxik  of  now, 
Sleen  his  contrarie,  or  out  of  lystes  dr^'ve, 
Ilini  shal  I  yevc  Kmelya  to  wyvc,  i860 
To  wli(.)ni  that  Fortune  ycveth  so  fair  a 

grace. 
The  lystes  shal  I  makcn  in  this  place, 
And  (IimI  so  wisly  on  my  soulc  rewe 
As  I  shal  evcne  juge  been,  and  trewe. 
Vc  shul  n(M)n  (xither  ende  with  me  maken 
That  o<^n  of  yow  ne  shal  be  deed  or  taken ; 
And  if  yow  thynkoth  this  is  weel  y-sayd, 
Seyeth  youre  avys  and  holdeth  you  ajwyd. 
This  is  youre  ende  and  youre  conclusioun.' 
Wio    l(H)keth  lightly   now  but    Pala- 

moun  ?  1870 

Who  spryngeth  up  for  joye  but  Arcite  ? 
Who  koullie  telle,  or  who  kouthe  endite, 
The  joye  that  is  maked  in  the  place 
WHian  Theseus  hath  doon  so  fair  a  grace  ? 
Hut  doun  on  knees  wcnte  every  maner 

wight 
And  thonken  hym  with  al  hir  herte  and 

myght ; 
And  namely  the  Thebans  often  sithe. 
And  thus  with  g(xxl  hoi>e  and  with  herie 

blithe 
They  taken  hir  leve,  and  homward  gonne 

they  ride  1879 

To  Thebes,  with  his  olde  walles  wyde. 

PART  III 

I  trowe  men  wolde  deme  it  necligencc 
If  I  forgete  to  tellcn  the  dispcnce 
Of  Theseus,  that  gooth  so  bisily 
To  maken  up  the  lystes  roially, 
That  swirh  a  noble  theatre  as  it  was 
I  <iar  wel  seyn  that  in  this  world  there  nas. 
The  circuit  a  myle  was  aboute, 
Walle«l  of  stoon  and  dycht-d  al  withoute. 
Round    was    the    shape,    in   manere    of 
compaas,  1889 

I'ul  of  degrees,  the  hcighte  of  sixty  |xis, 


That  whan  a  man  was  set  on  o  degree, 
lie  lette  nat  his  felawe  for  to  see. 

Est  ward  ther  stood  agateof  marbul  whit. 
Westward   right   swich   another   in   the 

opposit. 
And,  shortly  to  concluden,  swich  a  place 
Was  noon  in  crthe,  as  in  so  litel  space ; 
For  in  the  lond  ther  was  no  crafty  man 
That  geometrie  or  ars-mctrik  kan, 
Ne  ix>rtreitour,  ne  kervere  of  yniagcs, 
That  Theseus  ne  yaf  him  mete  and  wages, 
The  theatre  for  to  maken  and  dcvyse.  1901 
And,  for  to  d(X)n  his  ryte  and  sacrifise, 
He  estward  hath,  upon  the  gate  above. 
In  worshiixj  of  Venus,  goddesse  of  lox-e, 
Doon  make  an  auter  and  an  oratorie ; 
And   westward,   in   the   mynde   and   in 

mem6rie 
Of  Mars,   he  maked  hath   right   swich 

another, 
That  coste  largely  of  gold  a  fother. 
And  northward,  in  a  touret  on  the  wal, 
Of  alal>astre  whit  and  reed  coral,        1910 
An  oratorie  riche  for  to  sec. 
In  worshipe  of  Dyane  of  chastitee 
Hath  Theseus  do<m  wroght  in  noble  wysc. 

But  yet  hadde  I  forgeten  to  dex^sc 
The  noble  kervyng  and  the  portrcitures, 
The   shaj^e,    the   contcnaunce,   and  the 

figures 
That  weren  in  thise  oratories  thre. 
First,  in  the  temple  of  Venus  maystow 

se,  19x8 

Wroght  on  the  wal,  ful  pitous  to  biholde, 
The  broken  slepes,  and  the  sikes  colde, 
Hie  sacred  teeris,  and  the  waymentyi^. 
The  firy  strokes,  and  the  desirynge, 
That  loves  serxnuntz  in  this  lyf  enduren ; 
The  othes  that  her  covenantz  assuren ; 
riesaunce  and  Hope,  Dcsir,  Fodhardy- 

nesse, 
lieautee  and  Youthe,  Bauderie,  Richesae, 
Charmes  and  Force,  Lesynges,  Flatoye, 
Desi^nse.  Bis)Tiesse  and  Jalousye, 
That  wered  of  yelewe  gooldes  a  gerland 

1900.  A/w,  om.  E';  H,  hem. 

1906.  And  •ii'CsHvard^  etc.,  text  from  H ;  mid 
on  the  weshvard  in  memorie^  Efi ;  mmd  tm  the 
xveshvard  side  in  ureH/flrie,  Petworth. 

102 1,  sacred t  CamUridge  MS.  Mcrtt,  an  at* 
tractive  reading. 
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And  a  cokkow  sitynge  on  hir  hand  ;    1930 
F^teSy  instrumentz,  car6les,  daunces, - 
Lust   and    array,  and   alle   the   circum- 

staunces 
Of  love,  whiche  that  I  reken,  and  rekne 

shal, 
By  ordre  weren  pejTited  on  the  wal, 
And  mo  than  I  kan  make  of  mencioun  ; 
For  soothly  al  the  mount  of  Citheroun, 
Ther  Venus  hath  hir  principal  dwellynge, 
Was  shewed  on  the  wal  in  jxartreyynge, 
With  al  the  gardyn  and  the  lustynesse. 
Nat  was  forgcten  the  porter  Ydelnesse, 
Ne  Narcisus  the  faire  of  yore  agon,     1941 
Ne  yet  the  folye  of  kyng  Salamon, 
Ne  yet  the  grete  strengthe  of  Ercules, 
Thenchauntementz  of  Medea  and  Circes, 
Ne  of  Tumus,  with  the  hardy  fiers  coragc, 
The  riche  Cresus,  kaytyf  in  servage. 
Thus    may    ye   seen    that   Wysdom   ne 

Richesse, 
Beautee  ne  Sleighte,  Strengthe,  Hardy- 

nesse, 
Ne  may  with  Venus  holdc  champartie, 
For  as  hir  list  the  world  than  may  she 

gye.  1950 

Lo,  alle  thise  folk  so  caught  were  in  hir  las 
Til  they  for  wo  ful  ofte  seyde,  *  Alias  I ' 
SufHseth  heere  ensamples  oon  or  two, 
And  though  I  koude  rekene  a  thousand  mo. 
The  statue  of  Venus,  glorious  for  to  se, 
Was  naked,  fletynge  in  the  large  see, 
And  fro  the  navcle  doun  al  covered  was 
With  wawes  grene,  and  brighte  as  any 

glas. 
A  citole  in  hir  right  hand  hadde  she, 
And  on  hir  heed,  ful  semcly  for  to  se,  i960 
A  rose  gerland,  fressh  and  wel  smcUynge, 
Above  hir  heed  hir  dowves  flikerynge. 
Bifom  hire  stood  hir  sone  Cupido, 
Upon  his  shuldres  wynges  hadde  he  two. 
And  blind  he  was,  as  it  is  often  seene ; 
Abowe  he  bar  and  arwes brighte  and  kene. 

1933.    rekeM^    Cambridge    MS. ;     E,    rekned 
have :  H*.  rtkned, 

1936-  CttAerpmm,  Chaucer  seems  to  confuse  the 
tRland  of  Cytherm^  the  home  of  Venus,  with  Mt. 
CitAieroM,  on  the  borders  of  Attica,  sacred  to 
Bacchus  and  the  Muses. 

1940.  tAe  porter  Ydthune^  cp.  Rtmaunt  0/ 
the  Reu,  IL  53«-593-„ 

195s.  las,  nare;  H,  trace* 


Why  sholdc  I  noght  as  wcl  cek  telle 

yow  al 
The  |)ortrciturc  that  was  uix)n  the  wal 
Withinnc  the  temple  of  myghty  Mars  the 

rede? 
Al  i)eynte(l  was  the  wal,  in  lenglhe  and 

brede,  1070 

Lyk  to  the  estres  of  the  grisly  i)la(c 
That  highte  the  grete  temple  of  Mars  in 

Trace, 
In  thilke  colde,  frosty  regioun 
Ther  as  Mars  hath  his  sovereyn  mansioun. 
First,  on  the  wal  was  peyntt.'d  a  forest, 
In  which  ther  dwclleth  neither  man  nor 

best. 
With  knotty,  knarr)',  bareyne  trees  olde 
Of  stubbes  sharpe  and  hidouse  to  biholde, 
In  which  ther  ran  a  ruml>el  and  a  swough, 
As  though  a  storm  sholde  bresten  every 

bough ;  1980 

And   dounward   from  an   hille,   under  a 

bente, 
Ther  stocKl    the   temple  of   Mars  arniy- 

potente, 
Wroght  al  of  burned  steel,  of  which  the 

entree 
Was  long  and  streit,  and  gastly  for  to  see  ; 
And  ther  out  came  a  rage,  and  such  a  vezc 
That  it  made  all  the  gates  for  to  rose. 
The    northren    lyght     in     at    the    dorcs 

shoon, — 
For  w}'ndowe  on  the  wal  ne  was  ther  noon 
Thurgh   which  men   myghten  any   light 

disccme, — 
The  dores  were  al  of  adamant  eternc,  1990 
V-clenched  overlhwart  and  endcloni; 
With  iren  tough,  and  for  to  make  it  strong. 
Every  pyler,  the  temple  to  sustenc, 
Was  tonne  greet,  of  iren  bright  and  slunc. 
Ther  saugh  I  first  the  derke  yniaginyng 
Of  fclonye,  and  al  the  compassyng  ; 
The  crueel  ire,  reed  as  any  glecde  ; 
The  pykepurs,  and  eke  the  ikiIc  drede  ; 

1972  ipvte  temple  0/  Mars  in  Trace ,  i.e.  tl.c 
temple  under  Mt.  Hacmus,  d»hcribed  \>y  Statins 
in  the  seventh  book  of  the  Thef'aiii,  lines  40-63. 
Statius  here  served  as  a  model  to  IJoccaccio. 

1979.  rumbel^  H  nvytnbely  moaning  (of  wind). 

1986.  gates y  Y.^  gate. 

1990.  dares  were,  E*  darr  7vas. 

1098.  fykepurs.  ^  llie  pickpurse  is  not  mcv\Uowt^\ 
in  l^uccaccio.    Wiighx  expmos  \\,  \.o  \<tK«  vo  >\\c 


17 


I999''206i 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES 


GROUP  A 


The  smylcrc,  with  the  knyfe  under  the 

cloke  ; 
The  shepne,  brennynge  with  the  blake 

smoke ;  2000 

The   tresoun   of  the  niordrynge   in  the 

bedde ; 
The  oi)cn   worre,   with   woundes  al  bi- 

bleddc  ; 
Contek,  with    blody   knyf,   and    sharpe 

nianacc ; 
Al  ful  of  chirkyng  was  that  sor>'  place. 

The  slccre  of  hymself  yet  saugh  I  ther, 
I  lis  hcrtc  blootl  hath  bathed  al  his  heer  ; 
Tlie  nayl  y-dryven  in  the  shode  a-nyght ; 
The  coldc  deeth,  with  mouth  gapyng  uj)- 

right. 
Amyddcs  of  the  temple  sat  Meschaunce, 
With  disconfort  and  sory  contenaunce. 
Vet  saugh  I  Woodnesse,  laughynge  in 

his  rage,  aon 

Armal   comj)leint,    out-hees,  and  fiers 

outrage, 
The  carcyne,  in   the  busk,   with  throte 

y-corve, 
A  lhousan<l  slayn  and  nat  of  (juahn  y- 

slorve ; 
The  tiraunt,  with  the  pray  by  force  y-raft ; 
The  toun  destroyctl,  ther  was  nothyng  laft. 
Vet  saugh  I  brent  the  shippes  hoppe- 

stcres ; 
The  hunte  strangled  with  the  wilde  l)eres ; 
The  sowe  frelen  the  child  right  in  the 

cradel  ;  9019 

The  cook  y-scaldcd,  for  al  his  longe  ladel. 

Noght  was  forgeten  by  the  infortune 

of  Marte, 
The  airlere  over-ryden  with  his  carte ; 
Under  the  wheel  ful  lowe  he  lay  adoun. 

liflers  of  the  dead  after  a  battle.  But  in  W'righrs 
own  quotation  from  the  Comfost  o/PtolomeMs  it 
is  saia,  '  Under  Mars  Is  borne  theves  and  rvhbers 
that  kepe  hye  wayes.' 

2009.  Meschaunce.   Statius 'virtus tristissima.' 

20x2.  Artnfd  compUint.  Statius  has  'Mors 
armata.' 

2014.  and  tuit^  E  and  nai  ooh,  a  good  reading 
if  we  omit  and. 

2017.  f/ie  sMi/^t  hop^sterti^  the  dancing 
ships.  Chaucer  is  translating  Teseidtt  vii.  37, 
*  Vedevi  ancor  le  navi  bellatnci,'  and  probably 
read  the  last  word  '  ballatrici '  in  error. 

^Q\i.  hunU\  hunter.  H  ends  the  line  'with 
wildc  bores  corage'  to  rhyme  vrith  'rage'  in 
201  \y  omitting  all  between. 


Ther  were  also  of  Martes  divisioun, 
The  barbourand  the  bocher,  and  the  smyth 
That  forgeth  sharpe  swerdes  on  his  styth ; 
And  al  above,  depeynted  in  a  tour, 
Saugh  I  Conquest  sittynge  in  greet  honour 
With  the  sharpe  swerd  over  his  heed 
Ilangynge  by  a  soutil  twyncs  thrced.  2030 

Depeynted  was  the  slaughtre  of  Julius, 
Of  gretc  Nero,  and  of  Antonius, — 
Al  be  that  thilke  tyme  they  were  unborn. 
Vet  was  hir  deth  depeynted  thcr-bifom 
By  manasynge  of  Mars,  right  by  figure. 
So  it  was  shewed  in  that  portreiture 
As  is  dei)eynted  in  the  stcrres  above 
Who  shal  be  slayn  or  elles  deed  for  love ; 
SufHseth  oon  ensample  in  stories  olde,  3039 
I  may  nat  rekene  hem  alle  though  I  wolde. 

The  statue  of  Mars  upon  a  carte  stood, 
Armed,  and  looked  grym  as  he  were  wood, 
And  over  his  heed  ther  shyncn  two  figures 
Of  sterres  that  been  clep^  in  scriptures, 
That  oon  Puella,  that  oother  Rubeus. 
This  god  of  amies  was  arrayeil  thus : 
A  wolf  ther  stood  bifom  hyra  at  his  feet 
With  eycn  rede,  and  of  a  man  he  eeL 
With  soutil  pencel  def>eynted  was  this 
storie  3049 

In  rddoutynge  of  Mars  and  of  his  glorie. 

Now  to  the  temple  of  Dyane  the  chaste. 
As  shortly  as  I  ksin,  I  wol  me  haste 
To  telle  yow  al  the  descripsioun. 
Depeynted  been  the  walles  up  and  doun 
Of  huntyng  and  of  shamefast  chastitee. 
Ther  saugh  I  how  woful  Calistopee, 
Whan  that  Diane  agreved  was  with  here. 
Was  turnetl  from  a  womman  to  a  bere, 
And  after  was  she  maad  the  loode-sterre ; 
Thus  was  it  peynted,  I  kan  sey  yow  no 
ferre.  m6o 

Hir  sone  is  eek  a  sterre,  as  men  may  sec 

2025.  barbour^  i.e.  barber  -  surxeoo.  !■ 
Wright's  extract  from  the  Campctt  ^  Ptttt" 
tneus  it  is  said,  '  These  men  of  Mars  .  .  .  wyll 
be  gladly  Smythes  or  workers  of  iron  .  .  .  good 
to  be  a  barboure  and  a  blode  letter  and  to  dnwe 
tethe.' 

2037.  sierres^  E«  strtres  or  certrta, 

2045.  pMtUa.  'Signifieth  Man  retrofradt 
and  Kubeus,  Mars  direct '  (SpeghtX 

3049.  dej^evnUd  was,  £•  wot  de/tjm/gd. 

90^6.  Ciuistt>/€€,  i.e.  the  AroKuaa  nyniih 
Calltsta 

9o6t.  eek  a  sierrt,  the  coosteUaUoii  Boflce^ 
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Ther  saugh  I  Dane,  y- turned  til  a  tree, — 

I  mene  nat  the  goddesse  Diane, 

But  Penneus  doughter  which  that  highte 

Dane. 
Ther  saugh  I  Attheon  an  hert  y-maked, 
For  vengeance  that  he  saugh  Diane  al 

naked ; 
I  saugh  how  that  his  houndes  have  hym 

caught 
And  freeten  hym,  for  that  they  knewe 
hym  naught. 
Yet  peynted  was  a  litel  forther  moor 
How  Atthalante  hunted  the  wilde  boor, 
And  Meleagre,  and  many  another  mo, 
For  which  Dyane  wroghte  hym  care  and 

wo. 
Ther  saugh  I  many  another  wonder  storic, 
The  whicheme  list  nat  drawen  tomemorie. 
This  goddesse  on  an  hert  ful  hye  scet, 
With  smale  houndes  al  aboute  hir  feet. 
And   undemethe  hir  feet   she   hadde  a 

moone, 
Wexynge  it  was,  and  sholde  wanye  soone. 
In  gaude  grene  hir  statue  clothed  was, 
With  bowe  in  hondc  and  arwes  in  a  cas ; 
Hir  eyen  caste  she  ful  lowc  adoun      ao8x 
Ther  Pluto  hath  his  derke  regioun. 

A  womman  travaillynge  was  hire  bifom. 
But,  for  hir  child  so  longe  was  unborn, 
Ful  pitously  Lucyna  gan  she  calle 
And  seyde,  *  Helpe,  for  thou  mayst  best 

ofalle.' 
Welkoudehe  peyntenlifly,  that  it  wroghte ; 
With  many  a  floryn  he  the  hewes  boghte. 
Now  been  the  lystes  maad,  and  Theseus, 
Tliat  at  his  grete  cost  arrayed  thus  2090 
The  temples,  and  the  theatre  every  deel, 
Whan  it  was  doon  hym  lyked  wonder  weel ; 
Bot  stynte  I  wole  of  Theseus  a  lite. 
And  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcite. 

The  day  approcheth  of  hir  retoum)mge, 
That  everich  sholde  an  hundred  knyghtes 

biynge. 
The  bataille  to  dareyne,  as  I  yow  tolde, 

3065.  Attketm^  Actaeon. 
aojo.  AttkmUntet  Audanta. 

wis.  ZflicMM,  the  name  of  Diana  as  helper  of 
«Necam  laSour. 
«)(9.  Mr,  WtAim. 


And  til  Atthenes,  hir  covenantz  for  to 

holde, 
Hath  everich  of  hem  broght  an  hundred 

knyghtes  2099 

Wei  armed  for  the  werre  at  alle  rightes  ; 
And  sikerly  ther  trowed  many  a  man 
That  never,  sithen  that  the  world  bigan, 
As  for  to  speke  of  knyghthod  of  hir  bond, 
As  fer  as  God  hath  maked  see  or  lond, 
Nas,  of  so  fewe,  so  noble  a  comj^ignye  ; 
For  every  wight  that  lovede  chivalrj'e 
And  wolde,  his  thankes,  han  a  passant 

name, 
Hath  preyed  that  he  myghtc  been  of  that 

game ; 
And  wel  was  hym  that  ther-to  chosen  was ; 
For  if  ther  fille  tomorwe  swich  a  caas,  2110 
Ye  knowen  wel  that  every  lusty  knyght 
That   loveth    paramours,    and    hath   his 

myght, 
Were  it  in  Engelond  or  ellcs-where, 
They  wolde,  hir  thankes,  wilnen  to  Ixi 

there. 
To  fighte  for  a  lady, — ben€dicit€e  ! 
It  were  a  lusty  sighte  for  to  see. 
And  right  so  ferden  they  with  Palanion. 
With  hym  ther  wentcn  knyghtes  many 

oon; 
Som  wol  ben  armed  in  an  haubergeoun, 
In  a  bristplate  and  in  a  light  gj'poun  ; 
And  somme  woln  have   a  paire    plates 

large ;  21 21 

And  somme  woln  have  a  Pruce  sheeld  or 

a  targe ; 
Somme  woln  ben  armed  on  hir  leggesweel, 
And  have  an  ax,  and  somme  a  mace  of 

steel  ; 
Ther  is  no  newe  gyse  that  it  nas  old. 
Armed  were  they,  as  I  have  yow  told, 
Everych  after  his  opinion. 

Ther    maistow    seen    comynge    with 

Palamon 
Lygurge  hymself,  the  grete  kyng  of  Trace ; 
Blak  was  his  herd,  and  manly  was  his 

face ;  213° 

The  cercles  of  his  eyen  in  his  heed, 
They  gloweden  bitwyxen  yelow  and  reed  ; 
And  lik  a  grifphon  looked  he  aboute, 

2129.  Lygurge^  Lyciirgus.     In  the  TcscicU  W 
fights  on  Arcite's  side. 
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With  kempe  heeris  on  his  browes  stoute; 
His  lymcs  grcte,  his  brawnes  hardc  and 

stronge, 
His  shuldrc's  brode,  his   aimes   rounde 

and  longe, 
And,  as  the  g)'se  was  in  his  contree, 
Kill  liye  ujxDn  a  chaar  of  gold  stood  he, 
With  foil  re  white  lx>lcs  in  the  trays. 
In    stede    of    cote-armure,    over     his 

harnays  2140 

With  naylcs  yelewc,  and  brighte  as  any 

gold, 
He  hadde  a  bcres  skyn,  col-blak,  for-old. 
His  longc  heer  was  kcnibd  bihynde  his 

bak  ; 
As  any  ravcncs  fethere  it  shoon  for-blak  ; 
A  wrcthc   of  gold,  arm-greet,   of  huge 

wighte. 
Upon  his  heed,  set  ful  of  stones  brighte, 
Of  fync  rubyes  and  of  dyamauntz  ; 
Aboute    his    chaar    ther    wenten    white 

alauntz. 
Twenty  and  mo,  as  gretc  as  any  steer. 
To  hiinten  at  the  Ictmn  or  the  deer  ;  2150 
And     folwetl     hym     with    mosel     faste 

y-bounde, 
Colercd  of  gold  and  tourettesfylcil  rounde. 
An  hundred  lordes  liadde  he  in  his  route, 
Armed  ful  wel,  with  hertes  stierne  and 

stoute. 
With  Arcita,  in  stories  as  men  fynde. 
The  grcte  Emctreus,  the  kyng  of  Inde, 
Uix)n  a  steed c  bay,  trapped  in  steel, 
Covered  in  clooth  of  gold,  dyapred  weel, 
Cam  ridyngc,  lyk  the  god  of  amies,  Mars. 
His  cote  armure  was  of  clooth  of  Tars 
Couched  with  perles,  white  and  rounde 

and  grete ;  aifii 

His  sadel  was  of  brcnd  gold,  newe  y-bete; 
A  mantelet  upon  his  shulder  hangynge, 
Bnit-ful  of  rubyes  rede,  as  fyr  Sjxirklyngc ; 
His  crispc  heer,  lyk  rynges  was  y-ronne, 
And  that  was  yelow,  and  glytered  as  the 

Sonne. 
His  nose  was  heigh,  his  cyen  bright  citr)-n ; 
His     lipjK'S     rounde,     his     colour     was 

sangwyn  ; 

2160.  cl->oih  0/  Tarsy  i.f.  Tartarj',  Chinese 
stuffs  which  pnis^ed  through  Tartary  on  their 
way  to  EurojH,'. 


A  fewe  frakenes  in  his  fiure  y-spreynd, 
Bitwixen  yelow  and  somdel  blak  y-meynd, 
And  as  a  leoun  he  his  lookyng  caste.   3171 
Of  fyve  and  twenty  yeer  his  age  I  caste  ; 
His  berd  was  wel  bigonne  for  to  sprynge; 
His  voys  was  as  a  trompe  thondrynge  ; 
Upon  his  heed  he  wercd,  of  laurer  grcnc, 
A  gerland,  firessh  and  lusty  for  to  sene. 
Upon  his  hand  he  bar,  for  his  deduyt, 
An  egle  tame,  as  any  lilye  whyt. 
An  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  with  hym 

there, 
Al  armed,  save  hir  heddes,  in  al  hir  gere, 
Ful  richely  in  alle  maner  thynges ;     3i8x 
For  trusteth  wel  that  dukes,  cries,  kynges. 
Were  gadered  in  this  noble  compaignye, 
For  love  and  for  encrees  of  chividrye. 
Aboute  this  kyng  ther  ran  on  every  part 
Ful  many  a  tame  leoun  and  leopard. 
And  in  this  wise  these  lordes,  alle  and 

some. 
Been  on  the  Sonday  to  the  citee  come 
Alx)ute  pryme,  and  in  the  toun  alight 
This   Theseus,  this  due,  this  worthy 

knyght,  3190 

Wlian  he  had  broght  hem  into  his  citee 
And  inned  hem,  everich  in  his  degree. 
He  festeth  hem,  and  dooth  so  greet  lab(>ur 
To  esen  hem,  and  doon  hem  al  hon6ur. 
That  yet  men  weneth  that  no  numoes 

wit 
Of  noon  estaat  ne  koude  amenden  it 
The  mynstralcye,  the  service  at  the 

feeste,     . 
The  grete  yiftes  to  the  meeste  and  leeste, 
The  riche  array  of  Theseus  palcys, 
Ne  who  sat  first,  nc  last,  upon  the  deys, 
What  ladyes  fairest  been,  or  best  daon* 

synge,  taoi 

Or  which  of  hem  kan  dauncen  best  and 

synge, 
Ne  who  moost  felyngly  speketh  of  love ; 
What  haukcs  sitten  on  the  perche  abo%'e. 
What  houndcs  liggen  in  the  floor  adoan, — 
Of  al  this  make  I  now  no  mencioun. 
But  al  thcfTcct,  that  thynketh  me  the  beste; 

2177.  deduyt^  delight ;  H*.  deUie, 
ai88.  tfu   Sondav,    i.e,   tlw    'thui   day   fifty 
wykes'  from  the^  Saturday  May  5th  in  wfaidi 
Palamon  and  Arcite  first  fought  (aee  I.  1850). 
2207.  a/,  H  c/y  perhaps  rightly. 
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Now  Cometh  the  point,  and  hcrkneth  if 

yow  leste. 
The  Sonday  nyght,  er  day  bigan  to 

sprynge,  2209 

Whan  Palamon  the  larke  herde  synge, 
Al  though  it  nere  nat  day  by  houres  two, 
Vet  song  the  larke,  and  Palamon  also. 
With  hooly  herteand  with  an  heigh  corage, 
He  roos  to  wenden  on  his  pilgrymagc 
Unto  the  blisfiil  Cithcrca  benignc, — 
I  niene  Venus,  honurabic  and  digne, — 
An<l  in  hir  hourc  he  walketh  forth  a  paas 
Unto  the  lystes,  ther  hire  temple  was, 
And  doun  hekneleth  withful  humblecliecr 
And     hcrte    soor,    and    seyde    in    this 

manerc : — 


2320 


*  Faireste  of  faire,  o  lady  myn,  Venus, 
I>^ughler  to  Jove,  and  spouse  of  Vulcanus, 
Thow  gladere  of  the  mount  of  Citheron, 
For  thilke  love  thow  haddest  to  Adoon, 
Have  pitee  of  my  bittre  tecris  smerte. 
And  taak  myn  humble  preyerc  at  thyn 

herte. 
^\llas  !  I  ne  have  no  langage  to  telle 
Theffectes  ne  the  tormcntz  of  myn  helle  ; 
Myn  herte  may  myne  harmes  nat  biwreyc ; 
I  am  so  confus  that  I  kan  nc^ht  scye.  2230 
But  mercy,  lady  bright,  that  knowest  wcele 
My  thought,  and  seest  what  harmes  that 

I  feelc, 
Considere  al  thb  and  rewe  upon  my  soore 
As  wisly  as  I  shal  for  evermoore, 
Emforth  my  myght,  thy  trewc  servant  be, 
And  holden  werre  alwey  with  chastiteo  ; 
That  make  I  myn  avow,  so  yc  me  helixi. 
I  kepe  nr^ht  of  armes  for  to  yelpe. 
Nc  I  ne  axe  nat  tomorwe  to  have  victorie, 
Nc  renoun  in  this  cas,  ne  veync  gloric  2740 
Of  pris  of  armes,  blowen  up  and  doun, 
But  I  wolde  have  fully  posscssic^un 
Of  Emelyc,  and  dye  in  thy  ser^ysc. 

2217.  inhirhoure.  The  first  hour  of  each  day 
belonged  to  that  one  of  the  seven  deities  Saturn, 
Jupiter,  Mars,  Sol,  Venus  Mercury,  I^una,  to 
vbom  tJic  day  was  dedicated  ;  the  second  to  the 
next  on  the  list,  the  third  to  the  next,  and  so  on. 
fninday  being  dedicated  to^  Sol,  Venus  would 
preside  over  the  second,  ninth,  sixteenth  and 
twenty-third  boors,  the  last  of  which  would  Ijcgin 
two  hours  before  dav-break  on  Monday. 

m9.  with  July  n^  and  with. 

979a.  anduyde  in  this  manere^  H*  he  seidc  as 
yt  thai  here. 


Fynd  thow  the  manere  how,  and  in  what 

wyse  ; 
I  recche  nat,  but  it  may  bettre  he, 
To  have  victorie  of  hem,  or  they  of  me. 
So  that  I  have  my  lady  in  myne  amies, 
For  though  so  be  that  Mars  is  god  of 

armes, 
Voure  vertu  is  so  greet  in  hevenc  above 
That,  if  yow  list,  I  shal  wel  have  my  love. 
Thy  temple  wol  I  worshipc  evernio,     2251 
And  on  thyn  auter,  wher  I  ride  or  go, 
I  wol  Aoois.  sacrifice  and  fires  beele  ; 
And  if  ye  wol  nat  so,  my  lady  sweete, 
Thanne  preye  I  thee,  tomorwe  w  ilh  a  spere 
That  Arcita  me  thurgh  the  herte  l)ere  ; 
Thanne  rekke  I  noght,  whan  I  have  lost 

my  lyf. 
Though  that  Arcita  wynne  hire  to  his  wyf : 
This  is  iheffcct  and  ende  of  my  i)reyLre, — 
Vif  me  my  love,  thow  blisful  lady  deere.' 
Whan  the  orison  was  doon  of  Palamon, 
I  lis  sacrifice  he  dide,  and  tliat  anon, 
Ful  pitously  with  alle  circunislaunces, 
Al  telle  I  noght  as  now  his  observaunces  ; 
But  atte  laste  the  statue  of  X'enus  shook 
And  made  a  signe,  wher-by  tliiit  he  took 
That  his  prcyere  accepted  was  that  day  ; 
For  thogh  the  signe  shewed  a  delay, 
Vet  wiste  he  wel   that  graunted  was  his 

bcK)ne, 
And  with  glad  herte  he  wcnte  hym  lioom 

ful  soonc.  2270 

The    thriddc    hourc     in  -  equal     that 

Palamon 
Bigan  to  Venus  temple  for  to  gon, 
Up  roos  the  sonne  and  up  r«H)s  Kmelye, 
And  to  the  temple  of  Dyane  gan  she  hye. 
Ilir  maydens,  that  she  thider  with  liire 

laddo, 
Ful  redily  with  hem  the  fyr  they  liadde, 
Thcncens,the  clothes,  and  the  remenant  al 
That  to  the  sacrifice  longcn  shal, 
The  homes  fulle  of  mceth,  as  was  the 

gysc,—  2279 

2271.  The  ihridiif  houre  iu-e<;ua!,  three  liours 
aficr  *  two  hours  before  sunrise,'  i.e.  the  first 
hour  on  Monday,  that  dcdicatetl  to  I. una  or 
Oiana  :  in-equal  shows  that  the  rcckoniiij;  is  by 
planetary  hours,  which  vary  with  the  length  of 
the  day. 

2274.  shcy  om.  £3. 
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This  Emelye,  with  herl6  debonaire, 
Hir  body  wessh  with  water  of  h  welle  ; 
But  how  she  dide  hir  ryte  I  dar  nat  telle, 
But  it  be  any  thing  in  general ; 
And  yet  it  were  a.  game  to  heeren  a1 : 
Tohym  that  meneth  wcl  itwerenocharECi 
But  it  is  good  a  man  been  at  his  lar^. 
Hit    brighte    heer   was   kenipit,    un- 
Ircsscd  al, 
A  coroune  i>f  a  grene  ook  cerlal  3190 

Upon  hit  heed  was  set,  ful  faire  andmeele; 
Two  fyrcs  on  the  auler  gan  she  becte, 
And  dide  hir  ihynges,  as  men  inaybiholde 
In  Stace  of  Thebes,  and  Ihise  bookesolde. 
Wtum  kyndled  was  the  5^,  with  pitoua 

Unti)  Dyane  she  spak  aa  ye  may  heere  : — 

'O  cliBste  goddesse  of  the  wodcsgrenc, 

To  whom  buthe  hevcne  and  erthe  and 

Qaeene  of  Ihe  >^ne  of  Pluto,  deck  and 

Goddeseof  maydens,  that  myn  herte  hast 

knowe  ijco 

Fnl  many  a  yecr,  and  wooat  what  1  desire. 

As  keepc  me  Ua  thy  vengeaunce  and 

That  Attheon  aboughle  cruelly  ; 
Oiaste  goddesse,  wel  wostow  thai  I 
Deuie  lo  ben  a  raayden  al  my  lyf, 
N«  never  wol  I  be  no  love,  ne  wyf. 
I  am,  thow  nroost,  yet  of  thy  compaignye, 
A  mayde,  and  love  huniynge  and  venerye, 
And  for  (□  walken  in  the  wodes  wilde, 
AnHnoghl  lo  ben  a  wyf  and  be  with  chjlde; 
Nt^ht  wollknowclhc  compaignye  of  man . 
Now  helpeme,  lady,  $ilh  ye  may  and  kan. 
For  iho  thrc  formes  that  thou  hast  in  thee. 
And  Palamon,  that  halh  swieti  love  to  me, 
And  eek  Ardte,  that  loveth  me  so  soore. 


lemt^gH 


Thb  grace  I  preye  ihee  wiihoute  moon 
As  sende  love  and  pees  bitwise  hem  lw< 
And  fro  mc  tume  awey  hir  hertes  so 
That  al  hire  hoot^  love  and  hit  desr, 
And  al  hir  bisy  torment  and  hir  fir, 
Be  queynt,  or  lumcd  in  another  placCi 
And  if  so  be  thon  woll  do  nic 
Or  if  my  destynee  be  shapen  si 
That  I  shal  nedes  have  oon  ofbeni  ti 
As  sende  me  hym  that  moost  di 
Bihoold,  goddesse  of  dene  chaslitec. 
The  billte  teeres  that  on  my  chekes  falle. 
Syn  thou  art  mayde,  and  kepere  of  us  atle. 
My   maydenhede    thou    kepe    and   wel 

And  whil  I  ly  vc  a  mayde  I  wol  ihee  serve. ' 
The  (ites  brenne  upon  the  auter  cleere 
Whit  Emetye  was  thus  in  hir  prey^, 
But  sodeynly  she  saugh  a  sighte  queynte, 
For  tight  anon  oon  of  the  (yres  queynle, 
And  quykcd  agayn,  and  after  that,  anoD 
Thai  oother  fyr  was  quejrnt  and  al  agon. 
And  as  it  queynte  it  made  a  whistelynge^ 
As    doon    thise  wele    brondes    in    Wi 

brennynge ; 
AntI  at  the  brondes  ende  out-nm  anon 
As  it  were  blody  dropts,  many  oon  ;  j}« 
For  which  so  soore  agast  was  Emelye 
Thai  she  was  wel  ny  mad,  and  gnn  to  crye. 
For  she  ne  wiste  what  it  signyficd, 
Buloonly  fur  the  fecre  thus  halh  she  cried. 
And  weep  that  it  was  [nice  (or  lo  Iieere; 
And  Iher-with-ai  Dyone  gan  appcere, 
Withbowe  inhondc,  right  as  anhuntercsM, 
And  seydc,  'Doghler,  stynt  thyn  hcT- 

Amongthegoddes hyeitlsaffenned,  . 
And  by  eleme  word  writen  and  conft'in 
Thou  shalt  ben  wedded  unto  oon  of  ■ 
That  ban  for  thee  so  muchel  care  and  » 
But  unto  which  of  hem  I  may  nat  II^! 
Farwel,  for  I  ne  may  no  Icnger  dwL-ll. 
The  fires  whiche  that  on  myn  nuter  bii. ; 
Shulle  thee  declaren,   er   that  thou  :. 

Thyn  ii-enture  of  love,  as  b  lUis  cas.' 
And  with  that  word  the  arwcs  in  the  ouu 
Of  the  goddesse  clalctcn  litsle  and  tyngei 
iijS.  jnHutM. bnpdi ;  ^.aiJalkavHtnmi 
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Ami     forth     she    wcntc    and    nude    a 
vanysshynge,  jjfa 

For  which  this  Emetye  astoni-d  was, 
Ami  seyde, '  What  amounteth  this,  alias  '. 
I  [Niitc  me  in  thy  protecdoun, 
Dyane,  and  in  thy  dispo^cioun.' 
And  hoom  she  golh  anon  the  nexle  weye. 
This  b  theflecl,  Iher  is  n&nioore  to  seye. 
The  nexte  houie  of  Man  folivyiige  this, 
Arcite  unco  the  temple  walked  is 
Of  fieise  ftlors,  to  dooD  his  saciifisc    1369 
With  alle  the  rytes  of  his  payen  wyse. 
With  pitous  hene  and  heigh  devocioun 
Right    thus    to     Mars     he    seydc    his 

'  O  stionge  god,  that  in  the  regnes  coldc 
Of  Trace  hondured  art  and  lord  y'holde, 
And  hast  in  every  rcgne  and  every  loml 
Cli  armes  al  the  brydel  in  th)-n  hond, 
And  bem  fortunest  as  thee  lysl  devy<<e, 
Accepte  of  me  my  pilous  sacrifisc. 
If  BO  be  thai  my  youihe  may  deserve, 
.And  that  my  myght  be  worthy  for  Id  serve 
Thy  godhcdc,  that  I  may  been  oon  of 
thyne,  ijBi 

Thannepreyel  thee  to  rewe  upon  my|>ync. 
For  thilke  peyne,  and  ihiike  hooli'  iir. 
In  which  ihon  whilom  brendest  for  dcsir. 
Whan  that  thou  usedeste  the  bcautce 
Of  hiii,  yongc,  fiesshe  Venus  free. 
And  haddett  hire  in  armes  at  thy  wille, 
Al-though  thee  ones  on  a  lyme  myslille, 
Whan   V'alcanus  hadde  caught   thee   in 
his  las,  1JB9 

And  ftiond  ihee  li^ynge  liy  his  wyf,  alias '. 
For  ihilkc  sorwe  thai  wa«  in  Ihyn  heile, 
I  [ave  routheas  wel  upon  my  peynes  smertc. 
lam  yong  and  unkonnynge,  as  ihow  woost. 
.\od,  ■*  I  trowe,  with  lore  offended  moost 
Ttiat  ever  was  any  lyves  creature  ; 
For  she  that  dooth  me  al  this  wo  endure 
Ke  reecheth  never  wher  I  synke  or  (leete. 
And  wel  I  wool,  er  she  me  mercy  heele, 
I  moot  with  strcngthe  wynne  hire  in  the 

And  wel  I  woot  withouten  helpe  or  grace 
Oftbee,  nemaymyitrengthenoghtavailie. 

i]6t.  Tit  ntrtc  kturi  ^  Man,  the  founh 
hour  of  the  (Ut- 
ijfi^.  Of/ltrtt  Man.  M  Ttfyrr  M'"^- 


Thanne  helpe  me,  lord,  loniorwe  in  niy 

bataille, 
Fur  thilke  tyi  that  whilom  broiitc  thee, 
As  well  as  ihiike  fyr  now  bienneth  me. 
Ami  do  that  I  tomorwe  hare  viclorii-. 
Myn  be  the  travaillc,  ami  ihj-n  be  the 

glorie! 
Thy    sovereyn     temple    woi     1    moost 

honouren 
Of  any  place,  and  aiwcy  moosi  labourtn 
In    thy   plesaunce,   and   in   thy   craftes 

slrtinge  j  ,^^ 

And  in  thy  temple  I  wol  my  baner  honge, 
And  alle  the  amies  of  my  compaignye. 
And  ever  mo,  un-lc)  that  ilay  I  liye, 
Elernii  fir  I  wol  bifum  thee  (j'nde  ; 
And  eek  to  this  avow  I  wol  mc  l>)-nile. 
My  beerd,  myn  heer,  that  honijttb  Imij; 

adoun. 
That  never  yet  nc  felte  ofTensionn 
Of  ra-sour  nor  of  shere,  I  wol  ihec  yive, 
And  lien  thy  trewe  ser\-ant  whil  I  lyve. 
Now,  lord,  have  routhe  u[)on  mj'  iiini'os 

Vif  me  the  .victorie,  I  aske  thee  naniiyirc ! ' 
The  preyere  slynt  of  Arcita  Ihc  stronge, 
The  rynges  on  the  temple  dore  that  honge. 
And  eek  the  dores,  clatereden  ful  faste, 
Of  which  Aicila  som-whal  hyni  agasle. 
The  fyrcs  brenden  upon  the  auter  brigbte, 
That  it  gan  al  the  temple  for  to  lighle : 
And  sweets  smel  the  grouml  anon  up  yaf, 
And  Arcita  anon  his  hand  up-haf, 
And  moore  encens  into  the  fyr  he  caste. 
With  othererytes  mo,  and  atle  last     2410 
The  statue  of  Mars   bigan  his  hauberk 

And   with   that  soun  be  her<le  a.  nnir- 


I'"or  which  he  yaf  (o  Mars  honou 

glorie. 
And  thus  with  joyc  and  hope  wel  li 
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And  Mars,  the  stieme  god  armyix)tente, 
That  Juppitcr  was  bisy  it  to  stente ; 
Til  that  the  jwle  Satumus  the  coldc, 
That  knew  so  manye  of  aventures  olde, 
Foond  in  his  olde  experience  an  art 
That  he  ful  soone  hath  plesed  every  part. 
As  sooth  is  seyd,  elde  hath  greet  avantage ; 
In  clde  is  bothe  wj'sdom  and  us^ge ; 
Men  may  the  olde  at-renne  and   noght 

at -rede.  3449 

Saturne  anon,  to  stynten  strif  and  drcde, 
Al  be  it  that  it  is  agayn  his  kynde, 
Of  al  this  strif  he  gan  remedie  fynde. 
*  My    deerc    doghter     Venus,'    quod 

Saturne, 
*  My  cours,  that  hath  so  wyde  for  to  tume, 
Hath  moorc  ix)wer  than  woot  any  man  ; 
Myn  is  the  drenchyng  in  the  see  so  wan, 
Myii  is  the  prison  in  the  derke  cole, 
Myn  is  the  stranglyng  and  hang)*ng  Ijy 

the  throte, 
The  murmure  and  the  cherles  rebellyng, 
The  gr«>ynynge  and  the  ]ir)'vee  empoy- 

sonyng ;  2460 

I  do  vengeance  and  pleyn  correccioun 
Whil  I  dwellc  in  signe  of  the  leoun ; 
Myn  is  the  ruyne  of  the  hye  halles, 
The   fallynge  of  the  toures  and  of  the 

wallcs, 
U|X)n  the  mynour  or  the  carpenter, — 
I  slow  Samjisoun,  in  shakynge  the  pilcr, — 
And  mync  l>e  the  maladyes  colde. 
The  derke  tresons  and  the  castes  olde  ; 
My  lookyng  is  the  fader  of  i>estilence  ; 
Now  wecjx;  nam<x)re,   I  shal  doon  dili- 
gence 3470 
That  Falamon,  that  is  thyn  owene  knyght, 
Slial  liave  his  lady,  as  thou  hast  him  hight. 
Though  Mars  shal  helix:  his  knyght,  yet 

nathelees, 

an.  L-  and. 


The  line  is  a  proverb. 


Tl 


2445. 

2449. 

2454.  My  cours.     The  reference  is  to  the  sup- 
posed  malign    influence  of  the   planet   Saturn  : 
for  iis  'widih'  Wright   quotes   the  Compost  0/ 
Ptolcvnits^  which  gives  Saturn  an  orbit  of  more 
than  thirty  years. 

2459.  chcrh-s  rfht'llyng.  Possibly  Chaucer  had 
ii;  his  mind  '  he  Jackc  Strawe  and  his  meynee ' ; 
cp.  (troup  B,  I.  4584. 

2462.  in  sl^ne  o/the  koun.  Prof.  Skeat  notes 
that  the  first  ten  decrees  of  the  sign  Leo  are 
lalU'd  the  '  face  of  Saturn.' 


lust 


Bitwixe  yow  ther  moot  be  som  tyme  pees, 
Al  be  ye  noght  of  o  compleccioun, 
That  causeth  al  day  swidi  divisioun. 
I  am  thyn  aiel,  redy  at  thy  wille  ; 
Weepe   now  namoore,  I   wol   thy 
ftilfUle.' 
Now  wol  I  stynten  of  the  goddes  above, 
Of  Mars,  and  of  Venus,  goddessc  of  love. 
And  telle  yow,  as  pleynly  as  I  kan,   9461 
The  grete  effect  for  which  that  I  bygan. 


PART   IV 

Greet  was  the  feeste  in  Atthenes  that 

day, 
And  cek  the  lasty  seson  of  that  May 
Made    every    wight    to    been    in    such 

plcsaunce, 
That  al  that  Monday  justen  they  and 

daunce, 
And  spenten  it  in  Venus  heigh  servyse ; 
But,  by  the  cause  that  they  sholde  r)'se 
Eerly,  for  to  .seen  the  grete  fight. 
Unto  hir  reste  wenten  they  at  nyght    a49i> 
And  on  the  morwc,  whan  that  day  gtn 

sprynge, 
Of  hors  and  hameys  noyse  and  clateiynge 
Ther  was  in  hostelryes  al  aboute, 
And  to  the  paleys  rood  ther  many  a  route 
Of  lordcs,  upon  steedes  and  palfreys. 
Ther  maystow  seen  divisynge  of  hameys 
80  imkouth  and  so  riche,  and  wroght  so 

wecl 
Of  goldsmythrye,  of  browdynge,  and  of 

steel, 
The     sheeldes     brighte,     testeres,    and 

trappiires ; 
Gold-hewen    helmes,    hauberkes,    oote 

armiires ;  asoo 

Lordes  in  paramentz  on  hir  courseres ; 
Knyghtes  of  retcnue,  and  eek  squieres 
Nailynge  the  speres,  and  helmes  bokelynge, 
Giggynge    of    sheeldes,    with    layneres 

lacjTige ; 
There,  as  nede  is,  they  weren  no  thyng 

ydel. 
The  fomy  steedes  on  the  golden  brydel 
Gnawynge,  and  faste  the  armurers  also, 
3500.  CoM'htwtn^  H  Gdd-^ttm, 
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h  fyle  and  homer,  prikynge  to  and  fro ; 
len  on  foote,  and  communes  many  oon 
h  shorte  staves,  thikke  as  they  may 

goon ;  3510 

es,  trompes,  nakers,  clariounes, 

t  in  the  bataille  blowen  blody  sounes  ; 

paleys  fill  of  peples  up  and  doun, — 

rre    thre,    ther    ten,    holdynge     hir 

questioun, 
ynynge  of  thise  Thebane  knyghtes  two. 
ime  seyden  thus,  somme  seyde  it  shal 

be  so, 
ime  helden  with  hym  with  the  blake 

berd, 
ime  with  the  balled,  somme  with  the 

thikke  herd, 
te  seyde  he  looked  grymme  and  he 

wolde  fighte, 
hath  a  sparth  of  twenty  pound  of 

wighte, —  2520 

s  was  the  halle  fill  of  divynynge 
ge  after  that  the  sonne  gan  to  spr3aige. 
he  grete  Theseus,  that  of  his  sleepe 

awaked 
h   mynstralcie   and   noyse   that   was 

maked, 
Id  yet  the  chambre  of  his  paleys  riche, 
that  the  Thebane  knyghtes,  bothe  y- 

liche 
lured,  were  into  the  paleys  fet. 
Theseus  was  at  a  wyndow  set, 
lyed  right  as  he  were  a  god  in  trone. 
peple  preesseth  thiderward  fill  soone 
n    for    to    seen,    and    doon    heigh 

reverence,  2531 

I    eek  to  herkne  his  heste  and  his 

sentence, 
ji  heraud  on  a  scaffold  made  an  '  Ho ! ' 
aJ  the  noyse  of  peple  was  y-do  ; 
I  whan  he  saugh  the  peple  of  noyse 

alsUUe 
»  shewed  he  the  myghty  dukes  wille. 
The  lord  hath  of  his  heih  discrecioun 
sidered  that  it  were  destrucdoun 
^entil  blood  to  fighten  in  the  gyse  9539 
nortal  bataille  now  in  this  emprise ; 
erfore,  to  shapen  that  they  shal  nat  dye, 
wolde  his  firste  purpos  modifye. 
No  man  ther-fore,  up  peyne  of  los  of 


No  maner  shot,  ne  polax,  ne  shorte  knyf, 
Into  the  lystes  sende,  ne  thider  brpige  ; 
Ne  short  swerd,  for  to  stoke  with  poynt 

bit:^nge. 
No  man  ne  drawe,  ne  here  by  his  syde. 
Ne  no  man  shal  unto  his  felawc  ryde 
But  o  cours  with  a  sharpe  y-grounde  spere ; 
Foyne,  if  hym  list,  on  foote,  h)m(i  self  to 

were.  2550 

And  he  that  is  at  meschief  shal  be  take, 
And  noght  slayn,  but  be  broght  unto  the 

stake 
That  shal  ben  ordeyned  on  either  syde ; 
But  thider  he  shal  by  force,  and  there 

abyde. 
*  And  if  so  falle  the  chieftayn  be  take 
On  outher  syde,  or  ellcs  sleen  his  make, 
No  lenger  shal  the  tumeiynge  laste. 
God  spede  you  !  gooth  forth,  and  ley  on 

faste  ! 
With  long  swerd  and  with  maces  fighteth 

youre  fille. 
Gooth  now  youre  wey,  this  is  the  lordes 

will.'  2560 

The  voys  of  peple  touchede  the  hevene, 
So  loude  cride  they,  with  murie  stcvenc, 
*  God  save  swich  a  lord,  that  is  so  good, 
He  wilneth  no  destruccion  of  blood  ! ' 

Up  goon  the  trompes  and  the  melody e 
And  to  the  lystes  rit  the  compaignye 
By  ordinance,  thurgh-out  the  citee  large, 
Hanged  with  clooth    of  gold,   and    nat 

with  sarge. 
Ful  lik  a  lord  this  noble  due  gan  rjde, 
Thise  two  Thebdnes  upon  either  side ;  2570 
And  after  rood  the  queene  and  Emelye, 
And  after  that  another  compaignye 
Of  oon  and  oother,  after  hir  degre  ; 
And  thus  they  passen  thurgh-out  the  citee, 
And  to  the  lystes  come  they  by  tymc. 
It  nas  not  of  the  day  yet  fully  pr}'me 
Whan  set  was  Theseus  ful  riche  and  hye, 
Ypolita  the  queene  and  Emelye, 
And  othere  ladys  in  degrees  aboute. 
Unto  the  seettes  preesseth  al  the  route, 
And  westward,  thurgh   the  gates  under 

Marte,  2581 

Arcite,  and  eek  the  hondred  of  his  parte, 
With  baner  reed  is  entred  right  anon. 

2555.  chi^tayn^  cheventein  H'. 
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And  in  that  selvc  moment  Palamon 
Is  under  Venus,  cstward  in  tlie  place, 
With  Ixiner  whyt,  and  hardy  chiere  and 

face. 
In  al  the  world  to  seken  up  and  doun 
So  evene,  withouten  \'ariacioun, 
Ther  nere  swiche  compaign^^es  tweyc  ; 
For  ther  was  noon  so  wys  that  koudc  seye 
That  any  hadde  of  oother  avauntagc  2591 
Of  worthyncsse,  nc  of  estaat,  ne  age, 
J!?o  evene  were  they  chosen,  for  to  gesse  ; 
And  in  two  renges  faire  they  hem  dresse. 
Whan     that     hir     names     rad     were 

everichon, 
That  in  hir  nombre  gyle  were  ther  noon, 
Tho  were  the  gates  shet,  and  cried  was 

loude, 
*  Do  now  yourc  devoir,  yonge  knyghtcs 

proude  !  * 
The  heraudes  lefte  hir  prikjrng  up  and 

doun  ;  359<; 

Now  r)'ngen  tromjxrs  loude  and  clarioun  ; 
Ther  is  namo<ire  to  seyn,  but  west  and  est 
In  goon  the  speres  ful  sadly  in  arrest  ; 
In  gooth  the  sharpe  sjwre  into  the  S)'de. 
Ther  seen  men  who  kan  juste  and  who 

kan  ryde ; 
Ther    sliyveren    shaftes    upon    sheeldt's 

thikkc ; 
He   feelcth    thurgh  the  hcrte-spoon   the 

prikkc. 
Up  sprj'ngen  speres  twenty  foot  on  highte ; 
Out    gooth    the   swerdcs   as    the   silver 

brighte  ; 
The  hehnc-s  they  to-hewen  and  to-shrede, 
Out  brest  the  blcnxl  with  stierne  stremes 

rede ;  2610 

With  niyj^hty  maces  the  bones  they  to- 

brcste. 
lie,  thurgh  the  thikkeste  of  the  throng 

g.m  threste, 
Ther,  stoniblen  sieetles  stronge,  and  doun 

go<jth  al ; 
lie,  rolleth  under  frnK  as  dooth  a  bal ; 
I  le,  f«  jyneth  on  his  feet  with  his  tronchoun. 
And  he  hym  hurtleth  with  his  horsadoun ; 
He,  ihurj^h  the  body  Ls  hurt  and  sithen 

y-take, 
Maugree  his  hewl,  and  broght  unto  the 

stake, 


As  forward  was,  right  ther  he  moste  abydc. 
Another  lad  is  on  that  oother  syde.  9O90 
And  som  tyme  dooth  hem  Theseus  to 

reste, 
I  lem  to  refresshe  and  drynken,  if  hemleste. 
Ful  ofte  a-day  han  thise  Thebanes  two, 
Togydre  y-mct  and  wroght  his  felawe  wo ; 
Unhorsed  hath  cch  oother  of  hem  tweye. 
Ther  nas  no  tygre  in  the  vale  of  Galgo- 

pheye. 
Whan  that  hir  whelpe  is  stole  whan  it  is 

lite, 
So  crueel  on  the  huntc,  as  is  Arcite 
For  jelous  hcrte  upon  this  Palamoun  ; 
Nc  in  Belmarye  ther  nys  so  fel  leoun,  3690 
That  hunted  is,  or  for  his  hunger  wood, 
Ne  of  his  praye  desireth  so  the  blood. 
As  Palamoun,  to  sleen  hb  foo  Arcite. 
The  jelous  strokes  on  hir  helmes  byte ; 
Out  rcnncth  blood  on  bothe  hir  sydes  rede. 
Som  tyme  an  ende  ther  is  of  every  dedc, 
For,  er  the  sonne  unto  the  reste  weote, 
The  stronge  kyng  Emetreus  gan  hente 
This  Palamon,  as  he  fiiught  with  Arcite, 
And  made  his  swcrd  depc  in  his  fletth  to 

byte,  la^o 

And  by  the  force  of  twenty  is  he  take 
Unyoldcn,  and  y-drawe  unto  the  stake. 
And  in  the  rescus  of  this  Palamoun 
The  stronge  kyng  Lygurge  is  bom  adoon, 
And  kyng  Emetreus,  for  al  his  strengtbe, 
Is  bom  out  of  his  sadcl  a  swerdes  lengthe: 
So  hitte  him  Palamoun,  er  he  were  take; 
But  al  for  noght ;  he  was  broght  to  the 

stake. 
His  hardy  hertemyghte  hym  helpenaught; 
I  le  moste  abyde,  whan  that  he  was  caught, 
By  force,  and  eek  by  composidoun.  0651 
Wlio  sorweth  now  but  woful  Pftlamoon, 
That  moot  namoore  goon  agayn  to  fighte? 
And  whan  that  Theseus  hadde  seyn  this 

sighte 
Unto  the  folk  that  foghten  thus  echon 
He  cryde, '  Hoo  !  namoore,  for  it  is  doon! 
I  wol  be  trewe  juge,  and  no  partie ; 
.'Vrcite  of  Thebes  shall  have  Emelie 

3626.  Caleopkeye.  Prof.  Skeat  identifies  ibis 
with  the  valley  of  Gaiv*phi«  (in  BoBodaX  wfaae 
Actacon  was  torn  in  pieces.  Tyrwhitt  noBeitsa 
town  called  (talapha  in  Mauritaoia  Tingitana. 

2630.  Belmarye^  perhaps  Palmyra. 
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Ihu  lir  li 


;  lukh  hire  laiic  j 


.\ao«i  tbct  ii  B  iuiys«  of  peple  liigDiuie, 
(  yrj^  of  this,  m  loude  and  hcighc 
wilh-allr,  Mi 

:  I  .auiA  ihai  Ihe  Ij^a  sholde  Eiill«. 

^Vlat  kmn  nowburc  V'cniudoonabuve? 
V'r^   Kith  Ac  now,   what   dooih   ihi^ 

igacvCM  of  lovp, 
<■.'.  wcpinh  BO,  fijt  wsnlynge  o(  hit  willc, 
'it  ihal  hir  (Fcresin  the  tyslcs  <ilk? 
■i  icytlc,  "  I  am  uhained  duuiclccs.' 
'jtonuu  (ej-de,  'Doghln,  hooM  ihy  pees, 
'on  faalh  bU  willc,  his  knj^ht  halh  ai 
hi*  boone. 
I  XtA,  by  najB  hci-d,  thgw  shalt  been  tscd 

,   with   ibe   lnude   myn- 

I  The  beiBude)sth«t  till  luiul^y»lle  and  die, 
"■      "nhwc  wtic,  forjoyeof  (iaun  Arcite. 
■  stynuth  now*  lite, 
■  mjncic  Ihri  tnTcl  anon. 

K  Atrilc  hathof  his  helm  y^don, 

a  shewc  his  (ace, 

ti  cndeloni;  the  Lufic  place, 

_e  D|nuuil  up-oD  this  Emelye,  iCrg 

M  ai^irn  bfin  casie  a  beendlicb  eye 

B  all  the  bnnu  of  Fortune), 
2  w«i  •!  hi*,  in  chieie,  u  in  his  herlc. 
It  of  the  gnnmil  a  fyt  infernal  iturtc, 
B  Ilciiu  iciil.  Bt  r^ucsle  of  SKtume, 
J«luch  hi)  hors  for  fere  g""  '*•  tume, 
I  ItKf  asrit,  nnil  fuundred  as  he  leep, 
ii  Aiclie  iiiiy  iKken  keep, 
V  hym  on  the  [umcl  of  lii»  hee<l, 
■  In  the  plAoe  he  lay  oa  he  were  deed, 
a  m-broHcn  with  his  sadd-Lowe. 
I  Itt  Uy  as  any  cute  o»  crowc, 

chiitx.  ai  in  ill 

iwwileil  liu 

'  tMm  faerc 

(r«.  i,.  4) 


So  was  ihe  blood  y-roonen  iu  his  tucc. 
Anon  he  was  y-born  out  of  the  plaiM^, 
With  herte  soor,  to  Theseus  pulcys. 
Tho  was  he  korven  out  of  his  barneys. 
And  in  a  bed  y-brought  hil  faiie  and  biyvc 
Fijt  he  was  yet  in  memorie  and  aly^■e, 
And  alwcy  criynge  after  Kmelye.        -^ 

Due  ThcKlis  with  al  his  compaignyc 
la  comeo  hoom  to  Atlhcnes  his  dlec, 
With  alle  btisse  and  greet  solempnllec  : 
Al  be  it  that  Ibis  ^venture  was  bile. 
He  nolde  ooghi  discooforten  hem  alle,— 
Men  seyden  cek  that  Arcite  shal  nat  dye 
lie  shal  iiecn  heeled  of  his  nmladye. 

And  of  nnoiher  Ihyng  ihey  wcren  a 

fayn. 

That  uf  hem  aJlt  was  Iher  noon  y-slayn 

Al  were  they SQorcy-hurt,iir)d  nnmelyuon 

TImt  with  a  spcte  was  thirled  his  brts 

To  olhcre  woundes  and  lo  broken  amies 
.Somiuc  hadden  salves  and  somme  haddci 

channes, 
rcnuflcies  of  herlies,  and  eek  lavc 
They  dronken,  for  ihcy  wolde  hii  lynie 

P"ot  which  this  noble  due,  as  he  wcl  kan 
Ciinlbrlelh  and  honi3urcth  every  maiii 
And  made  revel  at  Ihe  longe  nyght 
Unto  the  straungc  lordes,  as  was  right ; 
Ne  iher  was  holden  no  disconfilyngc 
Bui  ns  a  juslei,  or  a  tounieiynge  ;       u?* 
For  southly  thee  was  no  discunfilurc, 
Vat  fallyr^  nys  nal  but  an  ^venture, 
Nc  to  be  lad  by  force  unlo  the  slake 
Uuyolden,  and  with  twcmy  knyghtes  take 
O  jiersuoe  allone,  wilhouten  mo, 
And  luiyed  forth  by  armc,  fnot  anil  Itxi, 
And  eke  hii  steedc  dryveu   fiinh  will 

Wilh   footnicn,    bothc   yemeii    and    i-cl 

It  nas  arcited  hyni  no  vileynye  ; 
Thcrmay  nanianclepen  itcuwardye.  ijy- 
For  which  anon  due  Theseut  leei  ciye, 
To  slyntcn  alle  rancour  and  cnvyc. 
The  gtee  as  wel  of  o  syde  as  of  oothct, 
And  cyther  syde  y-Uk  as  ootlieres  bruthei 
And  yafhem  yiftcsufler  hir  degree,    . 
And  fully  hccld  a  fttstc  ilayis  thiec,J 


convoycJ  Ihe  kynjjes  worlhily 
i<  of  his  luun,  a  joucnui:  largely, 

booiu  wentc  every  man  the  righte 

WHS   niunoore,   bul  'Fare   wd  !' 
'  H«ve  good  day  ! '  J7<o 

Of  this  bntaille  I  wul  namoure  cndite, 
Bat  spekc  of  Palntnoun  and  iif  Arcyle, 
SwcUelh  l)ic  bresi  of  Aidie,  mid  ilie 

icrecsscLh  at  his  heric  moore  and  mooic. 
le  dolherad  blood,  for  nny  Icchwroft, 
Tupteth,  Bud  is  in  his  bouk  y-Uft, 
hal  neilher  veyne^blood  ne  venliisynBe, 
:  drynke  of  hcrbca  may  ben  his 
helpynge ; 

expulsif,  OT  Bnimal, 
■o  thilke  vCTtu  cleped  notutol,  ijso 

'e  omy  the  venym  vnydeu  nt  expelle. 
",e  pi|ws  of  bis  loogis  gonne  lo  swetle, 
knd  every  locerte  in  his  brcst  adoun 
ta  sttcnt  with  venym  and  comipciuun. 
Vyva  gaynclh  neither,  for  to  geie  hu>  Iif, 
Vomyt  upward,  ne  dounwanl  laxatif  i 
Al  is  to-brosteD  Ihiike  r^ann  ; 
Nature  hath  now  no  dominacioun  ; 
And  certeinly,  tbet  Nature  wol  not  wirchc, 
Forcwel,  phijiik  t  goberthe  man  to  chirchcl 
This  aJ  and  som,  that  Arcita  moot  dye, 
For  which  he  sendeih  a/let  Emclye, 
I       And  Palamon,  thai  was  his  cosyn  dcere. 
^MCFhaiwe  seyde  he  ihiu  as  ye  shal  after 

^H    *  Naught  may  the  woful  siniit  in  myn 
^V  hcne 

^"Dvelate  o  iwiiit  of  alle  my  sorwfe,  smerte 
'       To  yow,  my  lady,  thai  I  love  moosl, 
Bul  I  Uijuethe  the  tcrv]<ce  of  my  eoost 
To  yow  abovcn  every  crealure,  rifg 

"  D  lh«t  my  lyf  ne  may  m)  lengor  dure. 
'is  ihe  wu  1  olUs,  Ihc  peynvs  strongu, 
Ll  I  fui  yow  have  suflred,  and  k>  longc ! 
KKax,  the  tieeih  I  alias,  myn  Emclye  1 
"  i,  departynge  of  out  compuignyc  1 
Utas,  myn  bcilcs  quccne  I  allot,  my  wyt  I 
jCyu  bcrlea  hidy,  cndere  of  my  lyf  I 

It  is  ihis  world  ?  what  askclh  mun  In 

Ittow  with  bis  luvv,  now  in  his  coldc  gravL- 
3t10.  w.  luppliei  by  Tyrwiiilt, 


I-'atHwi:!,  my  swuti  foQ,  myn  ICmclyp' 
And  sofic  look  me  in  youte  umes  i  ^>  ' 
For  !oi-eofGod,andherknetbwhn  ] 

'  I  have  heel  with  my  vusfTt  p;!!.'.. 
Had  strif  and  rancour,  many  a  day  a^i  . 
For  love  of  yow,  and  for  my  jaloiifq^ 
And  Juppter  so  wys  my  soule  SI*l|H 
To  spckcn  of  a  servaunt  propRljf^  ''S 
With  alle  circumslances  tiewtiy,— -  ^ 
That  is  to  seyn,   ttouthe,   bonouii  al 

knyyhthede, 
Wysdom,   humblcssc,  estaat   and   hedj 

kynrede,  w) 

Fredom,  and  al  lliat  tungeth  tn  that  IM 
So  Juppilct  have  of  my  wole  fUfV^I 
As  in  this  world  right  now  ne  kiaoM^| 
So  worthy  to  ben  bived  as  Pslanwl^l 
That  serveth  yow  anil  wol  doon  ti  bb^ 
And  if  that  ever  ye  shul  ben  a  wyf, 
I'oi^ct  nat  1  'alamon,  Ihe  gcniil  tn>il>'— 
And  with  ihal  word  his  spcchc  bulle  0i 
Vox  froni  his  leet  up  to  his  btuit  wai  mo 
Thecooldofdecth,  thalbaddv  him  ■■■ 

The  vital  strenethc  is  lost  and  al  -l;, 
<.)only  the  intellect,  withoiiicn  mi-". 
1'hnt  dwelled  in  his  heric  syk  and 
(ion  fiiitlcn  when  the  tierte  fetic  <l'.- 
Dusk^  hiseyen  two  and  fninLcM.;. 
llut  on  his  lady  yet  CiisK  i 
His  lost^  word  was,  '  M'  . 
His  spirit  chaungcd  hon-. 

As  team  never,  I  km. 

Thcrfore  I  stynle,  I  nai) m" 

Of  soides  fyndc  I  nat  in  ihis  iw^i.ti 
Ne  nie  ne  list  Ihiike  opinions  lo  <>!. 
Of  hem,  though  ihni  ihey  wriicu   ■ 

they  d Welle. 
Arcile  is cooldi  iber  M.m- 
Now  wol  t  spekeii  (ohh 

ShriBhlclimdycaiullv  ■ 
And  Theseus  his  suslci  t. 
Swuwnyngc:,  and  haul  hiiu  Im  iln. 

What  hclpclh  it  lo  laricn  forth  th..  ■ 
37M>  MU  EH)  kt'tti  PtimvaWM^ 


KNIGHT'S  TALE 


To  lelten  how  she  weepe,  bolbc  eve  anil 
morwe  ?  iBn 

For  ID  swicb  cas 


WhoD  that  hir  housbonda  ben  from  hem 

■go. 
That,  for  the  moore  pari,  they  sorwen  so. 
Or  ellis  bllen  in  swich  maladye. 
Thai,  at  Ihe  bsle,  certeinl;  they  dye. 

Infinite  been  the  sorwes  and  the  leeres 
Of  olde  folk,  and  folk  of  tendri  yeeres. 
In  all  the  (oun  for  deeth  of  this  Tbeban  ; 
Kor   hyni   Iher  vrepcth  bolhe  child  and 

So  greet  a  wepyng  was  ther  noon,  ceilayn, 
Whan  Ector  WIS  y-broght  al  fressh  y-slayn 
To  Troye.  Alias !  the  pHee  that  was  Iher, 
Cracchynge  of  ehekes,  tentynge  eek  of 

'Why   woldestow    be    deed?'    Ihisc 
wommen  cryc, 
'And  haddest gold  ynoiagh,  and  Emelyc' 

No  man  mj^hle  gladen  Theseus, 
Savyi^e  his  olde  bder  E^eus, 
That  knew  this  worldes  transmutacioun, 
As  he  hadde  seyn  it  chaungen,  up  and 
doun,  1840 

Jof«  >flcr  wo,  and  wo  after  gladnesse. 
And  shewed  hem  ensaniplea  and  liknesse. 
'  Right  as  ther  dyed  never  man,'  quod 
he, 
'  That  he  ne  lyvede  b  erthe  in  som  di^rev, 
Kight  so  Iher  lyvede  never  man,'  he  seyde, 
*  In  all  this  world,  that  som  tym  he  nc 

deyde; 
This  world  nys  b«t  a  ihuighfare  fill  of  wo, 
And  we  been  [uigrymes,  passynge  to  and 

fta; 
Deeth  is  an  ende  o 
And  c 

moore  =850 

To  this  effect,  ful  wisely  to  enhoiio 
The  pepie  that  they  sholde  hem  reconforlc. 

Due  Theseus,  with  all  his  bisy  cure, 
Ca:>t  busily  wher  that  Ihe  sepulture 
Of  goode  Arcile  may  best  y-mak«l  be, 


1S49.  vm^dlji,  E  mrUa. 


And  •xV  nioosl  bonurable  in  lii^  1 
And  at  (he  lastc  he  took  cuncliisii 
That  Iher  as  first  Arcite  and  I'.-ilii 
Haddenfor  love  the  batailleht'iii  h 
That   in   that   selve  grovi-,  smoii 

grtne, 
Ther  as  he  hadde  his  amorou>o  <1. 
His  compk'ynte,  ami  fur  lovu  lii: 

fires. 
He  woldi-  make  a  fyr  in  wliirli  lli 
Kiincral  he  mj^hle  al  aceoiii]ilic:e 
And   lerf  comande  anun   lu  liak 

The  okts  oldc,  and  leye  hem  uii  n 
In  colpona,  wel  airayid  fur  to  lire 
His  olficcrs  with  swifte  icvx  ilny  i 
And  ryden  anon  at  his  comiiiuliiii 
And  after  this  Theseus  halh  y-siii 
After  a  becre,  and  it  al  over  spr:ii 
With  clooth  of  gold,  the  richtsiu 

And  of  Ihe  same  siiyle  he  t:lad  Ar 
Upon  his  hondes  hadde  he  f;liivis 


tekonhishee 


ic  of  \.x 


bond  a  swcrd  ful   btljjhl 

He  leyde  hym,  bare  the  visiigi^,  on 

Ther- with  he  weep  that  pitcewa-i  in  bo 
And,  for  the  pepic  sholde  sttn  lijiii  , 
U'han  it  was  ilay  he  bro^jlilc  bjin  in 

halk, 
That  roieth  of  the  criyng  and  ihc  soi: 
Tho  cam  this  woful  Tbeban  I'alann 
With  flotery  berd  and  ruggy  as.sby  htt 
In  clothes  blake,  y-droppcd  at  Hilh  tti; 
And  passynge othere  of  wcpyiigt,  lime 
The  rewcfullcsle  of  al  the  cumpLii);ny< 
In  as  miiche  as  the  servyce  shnlilL  be 
The  moore  noble  and  riche  in  his  d.-;; 
Due    Theseus    leet   forlh    tliiu    slii 

brj'nce. 
Thai  trapped  were  in  stt-cle  :il  i;liiiT) 
And   covered  wiih   the   arnn-.  ,.(  <l 

Upon  thise  Sleedcs,  that  tteieii  (jrtie 


while. 


whiche  cjyn  Umr  hi.-, 
linhv^lvmiW-WAA, 
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The    thriddc   baar  with   hym    his  bowe 

Turkeys  2895 

{^){  brend  gold  was  the  caas,  and  cek  the 

harneys) ; 
Ancl    ridcn  forth   a  paas   with  sorwefiil 

chccrc, 
Toward  the  grove,  as  ye  shul  after  heerc. 
The  noblcsle  of  the  Grckcs  that  ther  were 
Ujxjn  hir  shuldrcs  caryc<len  the  beere, 
With  slnkc  |xias,  and  eyen  rede  and  wctc, 
Thurgh-oiil  the  citee,  by  the  maister  stretc, 
That  sprad  was  al  with  blak,  and  wonder 

hyo 
Right  of  the  same  is  al  the  strete  y-wr)'e. 
Ujxjn  the  right  hond  wente  olde  Egeus, 
And  on  that  oothcr  syde  due  Theseus, 
With  vessels  in  hir  hand  of  gold  fid  fyn 
Al  ful  of  hony,  milk,  and  blood,  and  wyn : 
l*'ck  Palamon,  with  ful  greet  compaignye. 
And  after  that  cam  woful  Kmelye,      29x0 
With  fyr  in  honde,  as  was  that  tyme  the 

gyse 
To  do  the  office  of  funeral  servj'se. 
Ileigli  lidx>ur,  and  ful  greet  apparail- 

lyngc. 
Was  at  the  service  and  the  fyr  makynge, 
That    witli    his   grene    to}^    the   heven 

raughte, 
And   twenty  fadme  of  bre<le  the  amies 

straughte ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  the  bowes  weren  so  bnKle. 
( )f  stree  first  ther  Wiis  Icyd  ful  many  a  lode ; 
But  how  tlie  fyr  was  maked  up  on  highte, 
And  eek  the  names  that  the  trees  highte, — 
As  (x>k,  firre,   birch,  aspe,  alder,  holm, 

poi^ler,  2921 

Wylugh,  elm,  plane,  assh,  box,  chasteyn, 

lynde,  laurer, 
Mapul,      th«>rn,      bech,      hasel,      cw, 

\Nhip|K'ltre, — 
How  tlicy  weren  feld  slial  nat  be  toold 

for  me  ; 
Ne  how  the  gotldcs  ronnen  up  and  doun. 
Disherited  of  hire  habitacioun. 
In  whichc  they  woncden  in  reste  and  j-kics, 
Nymphes,  fawnes,  and  amadriadcs  ; 
No  how  the  bccstes  and  the  briddw  allc 
Fledden  for  fere,  whan  the  wotle  was  falle ; 
Ne  how  the  ground  agast  was  of  the  light, 

;:')2oi.  ihat^  H*  how. 


That  was  nat  wont  to  seen   the  sonne 

bright ; 
Ne  how  the  fyr  was  couched  6rst  with 

stree, 
And  thannc  with  drye  stokkcs,  cloven  a 

thre, 
And  thanne  with  grene  wode  and  spicerye. 
And  thanne   with  dooth   of  gold,  and 

with  pcrrye, 
And  gerlandes,  hangynge  with  ful  many 

a  flour, 
The  mirre,   thencens,  with  al  so  greet 

odour ; 
Ne  how  Arcite  lay  among  al  this, 
Ne  what  richesse  aboute  his  body  is,    2940 
Ne  how  that  Emelye,  as  was  the  gyse, 
Puttc  in  the  fyr  of  funeral  servyse, 
Ne  how  she  swowned  whan  men  made 

the  fyr, 
Ne  what  she  s}»k,  ne  what  was  hir  dcsyr, 
Ne  what  jewcles  men  in  the  fyr  tho  caste 
Whan  that  the  fyr  was  greet  and  bicntc 

faste ; 
Ne   how  somme  caste  hir  sheeld,  and 

sommc  hir  spere, 
And  of  hire  vestimentz,  whiche  that  they 

were, 
And  coppes  full  of  wyn,  and  milk,  and 

blood, 
Into   the   fyr,   that  brente   as    it    were 

wooil ;  9950 

Ne  how  the  Grekes,  with  an  huge  route, 
Thries  riden  al  the  place  aboute 
Uix)n  the  left  hand,  with  aloud  shoutynge, 
And  thries  with  hir  speres  claterynge, 
vVnd  thries  how  the  ladyes  gonne  ciye, 
And  how  that  lad  was  horn  ward  Emelye; 
Ne  how  Arcite  is  brent  to  asshen  colde, 
Ne  how  that  lychewake  was  y-holde 
Al  thilke  nyght ;  ne  how  the  Grekes  pleye 
The  wake-pleyes  ;  ne  kepe  I  nat  to  seye 
Who  wrastleth  licst  naked,   with    dlle 

cnoynt,  9961 

Ne  who  that  baar  hym  best  in  no  disjoynt 
I  wol  nat  tcUen  cek  how  that  they  goon 
Iloom  til  Atthcnes,  whan  the  pleye  is 

doon ; 
But   shortly  to  the  point  thanne  wdl  I 

wcnde. 
And  maken  of  my  longe  tale  an  cndv. 
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ind  by  IcDglbe  of  certeyn 

:  moomynge  and  Ihe  teres 
3oa  general  assent.  1969 
me  (her  was  a  jnilement 
on  cenein  poyn  tz  and  caas  1 
che  poyntz  y-spoken  was. 
eitein  conttees  alliaunce, 
of  Thebans  obeissaunce. 
noble  Theseus  anon 
er  gentit  Palanion, 
whal  was  the  cause  and 

;  clothes  sorwefuUy 
^^mandeinent  in  bye. 
eus  for  Emelye.  9980 

re  set,  and  bust  was  aX 

}iden  hadde  a  space 
m  fiam  hb  wise  brest, 
;ie  ther  as  was  his  lest, 
visage  be  siked  slille, 
gblthusheseydehiswille: 
loevcre  of  ihe  cause  above, 
ide  the  &ire  dieyne  of  love, 
ffect  and   heigh  was   his 


1  what  iherof    he 


irt  cheync  of  love  he  bond 
I,  the  water  and  the  lond, 
des  that  they  may  nal  flee. 
'rincc,  and  that  same 
;,'  quod  he, 
■d  in  this  wrecched  world 

igendrid  in  this  place, 
;  day  they  may  nat  pace,— 
'61  tho  dayes  wel  abr^ge, 

d  by  experience, 

t  declaten  my  sentence. 

men   by   this    ordre   wtl 


That  thilke  Moevere  stable  is  and  eieme. 
Wel  Quy  men  knowe,  but  it  be  a  fool, 
That  every  part  dirryvelh  from  his  hool ; 
For  nature  hath  nat  taken  hb  bigynnyng 
Of  no  parlie,  ne  cantel,  of  a  thyng, 
But  of  a  tbyng  that  parfit  b  and  stable, 
Descendynge  so,  til  it  be  conumpable. 
And  therfure  of  his  wise  purveiaunce  3011 
He  halh  so  wel  bbet  his  ordinaunce. 
That  speces  of  thynges  and  progressiouns 
Sbullen  enduren  by  successiouns, 
And  nat  eteme,  withouten  any  lye  ; 
Tbb  maystow  undeistonde.  and  seen  at 
eye, 

'  Loo  Ihe  00k,   that   hath  so  long   a 
noriashynge 
From  tyme  that  it  tirsl  bigynneth  sprynge, 
And  hath  so  long  a  lif  as  we  may  see, 
\'et  at  (he  laste  wasted  is  the  tree,      jwm 

'  Considerelh  eek  how  that  the  harde 


Under  c 


e  feet,  1 


liede  and 


Yit  Wttsteth  il,  as  it  lyth  by  the  weye  ; 
The  brodc  ryver  somtymc  weieth  dreye  ; 
The  grele  tounes  se  we  wane  and  wendc ; 
Thanne  may  ye  se  that  ol  thb  ihyng  hath 


■Of  n 


That  nedelh  in  oun  uf  thise  tetmcs  (wo. 
This  is  to  si'yn,  in  youthe  or  elles  age, 
lie  moot  be  deed,  the  kyng  as  shal  a 
page;  3030 

Som  in  hb  bed,  soni  in  (he  depc  sec, 
Som  in  the  laige  feeld,  as  men  mayse  ; 
Ther  heljieth   noghl,  al  goth  that   iike 

Thanne  may  I   seyn   that  al   this  tbyng 

'  What  inakelh  this  but  Juppiter,  (he 

The  which  is  prince,  and  cause  uf  alii' 

thyng, 
CJinvertynge  a]  unto  his  propre  welle, 
From  which  it  is  dirryvcd,  sooth  to  telle? 


i.  H  ^ 


»liutlcUniitt.w 

i.  Tki  u-hith.  E*  thai. 


Ulj,. 


THE  CANTEKBVKY  TALES 


I      Than 


here-agayns  no  creature  on  lyvc, 
dq^ree,  avaiilcth  fur  lu  stryve,   3040 
Thanne  is  il  wyHlom,  as  i t  Ihynkelh  I1IL-, 
'□  maken  vcrtu  of  necessiiee, 
id  take  it  wecl  that  wc  may  not  eschue, 
namely  that  I0  iis  allc  is  due. 
wHoso  griiccheih  oughl,  he   dooth 

rebel  is  lo  liym  that  al  may  gye ; 
cerudnly  a.  man  hath  moosl:  honiiur, 
dycii  in  his  excellence  uid  flour, 
he  is  siltor  of  his  goodd  name ; 
le  hath  he  doon  his  freend,  ne  hym. 

'And  gladder  oghte  his  Ereend  been  of  his 

deeth, 
Whan  with  honour  up-yolden  is  his  breeih, 
Than  whan  his  name  apnlled  is  tbi  age, 
al  foqteten  is  his  va^elloge. 

is  it  best,  as  for  a  worthy  fame, 
Hyen  whao  ihat  he  is  best  of  name. 
The  contraric  of  al  this  ii  willulnesae. 
'hygrucchenwe,whyhave»ehevynesse, 
lliat  goode  Arcite,  of  chivalrie  flour, 
Deputed  is,  withduetecand  honour,  jofo 
Out  of  this  foule  prisoun  of  this  lyf  P 
Whygnicchcn  hccrc  hiscosyn  and  his  wyf 
Of  his  welfare  that  loved  hem  so  wecl  ? 
Kan  h«  hem  thank? — Nay,  God  woot, 

never  a  deel— 
Thai  boLhc  his  soute   and  eek  hem-self 

oflendt:, 

Anil  ycl  Ihey  mowe  hir  htslis  ii»l  amende. 
■  What  may  I  conclude  of  ihia  ionge 

It  nher  wo,  I  rrde  iis  lu  be  merye, 
iod  Uiankcn  Juppiter  of  al  his  grace  f 
tie  depailcn  fiom  ihis  place 
e  make  of  sorwes  two     jo?! 
B  pirfit  joye,  lasiynge  evenmi. 
*    .1  lotJcMli  now,  wher  muoii  Mirwe  is 
hct-inne, 
_n  wol  we  first  aincndtrn  and  bigynnc, 
•  Suiter,'  quoil  he.   •  this  is  my  liilU- 

>.,i  oil  ihavys  hi-erc  of  my  porlcnient, 

.^atgeniil  Palamon,  lliyn  owcnc  Lnj^dil, 

hal  scrveih  yow  with  willc,  hetle,  and 


And  ever  hath  dooo,  syn    that  ye  fi 

hym  Itnewe, 
Thai  ye  shul  of  your   grace  u[->:rTi 

And  taken  hyiu  for  housbonde  a::-. 

loH; 
Li-ne  mc  youre  bond,   for   tliis   is  01 

nccoid. 
Lai  se  now  of  yourc  wommanly  pliee ; 
lie  is  a  kynges  brother  sone,  flatdrr. 
And  thongh  he  were  ■  pourc  boeli'.l  1 
Syn  he  hnlh  served  yow  so  many  1  . 
And  had  for  yow  so  greet  sdversit. 
It  mostc  been  considered,  lecvctli  iik  . 


■  I  trowe  ther  nedeth  litel  x 

To  make  yow  assent 

Com  neer,  and  taak  yuure  bdjlj 

hund.' 
Bltwixen  hem  was  niaad  ■: 
That  hightc  mairimoifine,  o 
By  al  the  conseil  and  the  hnrooage  t 
And  thus  with  alle  blisse  and  nselodjc 
Hath  Palamon  y-wedded  Eindye, 
And  God,  that  al  this  wyde  wuild  tn 

Sende  hym  his  love  that  ii  hath  de 
ttlBght.  J 

For  now  is  Palainun  in  nlli-  wcle. 
Lyvyngc  in    hlisse,  in   richessc.  .>:  ' 

And  Emelyc  hym  loveth  so  lendu  f.. 
And  he  him  serveih  al-so  geniltl) , 
That  never  was  Ihci  no  word  hem  1    ' 
Of  jalousie,  01  any  Oolhcr  tvne. 

Thus  cndcth  Paloinon  and  l^n".  i' 
And  God  save  al  thLi  faiii-  cotngu:^ 


Hcirc  fetavt  Ihi  tsniJei  H/ieex< 

Whuii  Ibat  (he  Kiij'^t  bad  <1:< 
■ale  y-luulU, 
In  al   Ihe  route  ne  wu  Ihn  )'>"'. 


lOUP  A 


HOST  AND  MILLER 


3111-31: 


bat  he  ne  seyde  it  was  a  noble  stone, 
od  worthy  for  to  drawen  to  memorie  ; 
od  namely  the  gentils  everichon. 
Ouie  Hooste  lough  and   swoor,  'So 

moot  I  gon, 
his  gooth  aright ;  unbokeled  is  the  male  ; 
It  se  now  who  shal  telle  another  tale  ; 
[>r  trewely  the  game  is  wel  bigonne. 
ow  telleth  on,  sire  Monk,  if  that  ye 

konne 
miwhat  to  quite  with  the  Knyghtes  tale. ' 
The  MUlerc,  that  for-dronken  was  al 
pale,  3Z30 

>  that  mmethe  upon  his  hors  he  sat, 
e  Dolde  avalen  neither  hood  ne  hat, 
e  abyd^  no  man  for  his  curteisie, 
It  in  Pilatcs  voys  he  gan  to  crie, 
id  swoor  by  armes,  and  by  blood  and 

bones, 
kan  a  noble  tale  for  the  nones, 
ith     which    I    wol    now    quite    the 

Knyghtes  talc.' 
Oure  Hooste  saugh  that  he  was  dronke 

of  ale, 

i   seyde,    *Abyd,    Robyn,    my   leeve 

brother,  3129 

\  bettre  man  shal  telle  us  first  another ; 

de,  and  lat  us  werken  thriftily.' 

^y  Goddes  soule,'  quod  he,  '  that  wol 

nat  I, 
\  wol  speke,  or  elles  go  my  wey.' 
re    Hoost    answerde,    '  Tel    on   a 

devele  wey  ! 
art  a  fool,  thy  wit  is  overcome.' 
)w   herkneth,'   quod    the   Millere, 
'  alle  and  some  ; 
;t  I  make  a  protestacioun 
am  dronke,  I  knowe  it  by  my 
soun  ; 

erfore,  if  that  I  mysspckeor  seyc, 
the  ale  of  Southwerk,    I   you 
»reye ;  3Mo 

>l  telle  a  legcnde  and  a  lyf, 

•  to  drawen  to^  W.  tobt  draivtn  in. 
^kj  H  the  hmgk, 
^kt,  H  right  weL 

''ilatts  voys,  the  ranting  tone  assigned 
the  Miracle  Plays. 
'h  that  fu  was  aronkt,  H  saugh  xv<l 
\e  was. 

'  wcL 


Bothe  of  a  carpenter  and  of  his  wyf, 
How  that  a  clerk  hath  set  the  wrightc 

cappe.* 
The  Reve  answerde  and  seyde,  *  Stynt 

thy  clappe ! 
Lat  be  thy  lewed,  dronken  harlot  rye  ; 
It  is  a  synne,  and  eek  a  greet  folye 
To  apeyren  any  man,  or  hym  defame, 
And  eek  to  bryngen  wyves  in  swich  fame  ; 
Thou  mayst  ync^h  of  othere  thyngesseyn. ' 
This  dronke  Millere  spak   ful  soone 

ageyn  3150 

And  seyde,  *  Leve  brother  Osewold, 
Who  hath  no  wyf  he  is  no  coke  wold, 
But  I  sey  nat  therfore  that  thou  art  oon, 
Ther  been  ful  goode  wyves  many  oon, 
And  ever  a  thousand  goode  ayeyns  oon 

badde ; 
That  knowestow  wel  thyself,  but  if  thou 

madde. 
Why  artow  angry  with  my  tale  now  ? 
I  have  a  yr^i  pardee^  as  wel  as  thow, 
Yet  nolde  I,  for  the  oxen  in  my  plogh, 
Taken  upon  me  moore  than  ynogh ;   3160 
Though  that  thou  deme  thiself  that  thou 

be  oon, 
I  wol  bileve  wel  that  I  am  noon. 
An  housbonde  shal  nat  been  inquisityf 
Of  Goddes  pryvetec,  nor  of  his  w)'f ; 
So  he  may  fynde  Goddes  foysoun  there, 
Of  the  remenant  nedeth  nat  enquere.' 

What  sholde  I   moore  seyn,  but   this 
Millere 
He  nolde  his  wordes  for  no  man  forl^re, 
But  told  his  cherles  tale  in  his  manerc. 
Mathynketh  that  I  shal  reherce  it  hccrc  ; 
And  therfore  every  gentil  wight  I  preye. 
For  Goddes  love,  demeth  nat  that  I  scye 
Of  y vel  entente,  but  for  I  moot  reherce 
llir  talcs  alle,  be  they  bettre  or  werse, 
Or  elles  falsen  som  of  my  mateere  :     3175 
And  therfore,  who-so  list  it  nat  y-hecre, 

3148.  stvich/antf,  M  yllname.  ^ 

3161.  Though,  clc.  This  reading  of  H  (partly 
supported  by  Camb.)  is  much  better  than  the 
'  As  demtn  0/ myself  that  I  were  oon '  of  E*. 

3167.  moore  seyn  but  this,  H  seyebut  that  this 
proud. 

3173-  /or,  E2  that. 

3174.  ffir  tales  alle,  be  they,  etc,  H  Hcrt 
wordes  alle,  al  Iv  they,  etc. 
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<.Korr'  A 


1  lillli;  M'.M   I'l;;.-  i-.  rl  .ill'l  <  llC^C  illl')thcr  I:ilc  ;    ; 

I'or    he  shal   fyndc  ynowc,    bolhc  grctc 

and  snialc, 
Of  storial  thyng  that  toucheth  gcntillessc, 
And  cck  moralitee,  and  hoolynessc, —  3180 
Blamcth  nat  mc  if  that  yc  chese  amys. 
The  Millerc  is  a  cherl,  ye  knowc  wel  this, 
So  was  the  Reve,  and  othere  manye  mo, 
And  harlolric  they  tolden  bothe  two. 
Avyseth  yow,  putteth  me  out  of  blame  ; 
And  cck  men  shal  nat  maken  crnest  of 

game. 

MILLER'S   TALE 

Ilecrc  bigytnieth  The  Mil  lac  his  Tale 

Whilom  ther  was  dwcllynge  at  Oxcnford 
A  riche  gnof,  that  gestcs  heeld  to  bord, 
And  of  his  craft  he  was  a  carpenter. 
With  hym  thcr  was  dwcllynge  a  i>oure 

scoler,  3190 

Iladde  IcrnOd  art,  but  al  his  fantasyc 
Was  turned  for  to  lern  astrologj'e, 
And  koude  a  certeyn  of  conclusiouns, 
To  demen  by  interrogaciouns, 
If  that  men  asked  hym  in  ccrtein  hourcs 
Whan  that  men  sholde  have  droghte  or 

elles  shourcs. 
Or  if  men  askc-d  hym  what  sholde  bifallc 
Of  every  thyng,  I  may  nat  rekcne  hem 

alle. 
This  clerk  was  cleped  hende  Nicholas. 
Of  dcernc  love  he  koude,  and  of  solas, 
And  iher-to  he  was  sleigh  and  ful  privce, 
And  lyk  a  mayden  meke  for  to  see.     320J 
A  chambrc  hadde  he  in  that  hostel  rye 
Allone,  withouien  any  comixiignye, 
Ful  feiisly  y-dighl,  with  herbt'S  swootc, 
An<l  he  hyinsL-lI  as  sweete  as  is  the  roote 
Of  lycory.'*,  or  any  cetewale. 
Mis  Almageste,    and   l)ookC-s   gretc  and 

smale. 

The  MilU're  his  Tak.  No  original  or  analogue 
h.as  been  discovered  for  thi.s^  stor>',  and  there  is 
no  rca>>oii  to  doubt  that  it  is  of  Chaucer's  own 
invention. 

■xio%.  Almageste,  the  chief  work  of  the  astron- 
omer Ptolemy,  called  by  the  Greeks  McyoAif 
Ivrrafif  Ti)f  'Acrrpoi'o^iac,  a  name  which  the 
AraliN  l>y  MibNtttiitin;;;  a  superlative  turned  into 
Al-tfiiguu.  or  Almagest. 
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IIi>»  ;islK"l;il)i(j,  longyiij^e  li>r  hi.',  art, 
1  lis  augrym  stones,  laycn  faire  apart,  3^x3 
On  shelves  couched  at  his  bcddes  heed. 
Ills  presse  y-covercd  with  a  fiddyng  reed, 
And  all  above  ther  lay  a  gay  sautxie, 
On  which  he  made  a-n>'ghtes  melodie 
So  swctely,  that  al  the  chambrc  rong, 
And  Anj^clus  ad  Virgifum^  he  scm^  ; 
And   after    that   he  song   the    'kynges 

noote  * ; 
Ful  often  blessed  was  his  myrie  throte. 
And   thus   this  sweete  clerk   his  tyme 

spcnte  3319 

After  his  freendes  fyndyng  and  his  rente. 

This  carpenter  hadde  wedded  neiA-e  a 

wyf, 
Wliich  that  he  lovede  moore  than  his  lyf ; 
Of  eighteteenc  yeer  she  was  of  age. 
Jalous  he  was,  and  heeld  hire  narwe  in 

cage, 
For  she  was  yong  and  wylde,  and  he  was 

old. 
And  demed  hymself  been  lik  a  cokewukL 
He  knew  nat  Catoun,  for  his  wit  was 

rude, — 
That     bad     man     sholde     wedde    his 

simylitude. 
Men  sholde  wcdden  after  hire  cstaat,  3919 
For  youthe  and  eldc  is  often  at  debaat ; 
But  sith  that  he  was  fallen  in  the  snare, 
He  moste  endure,  as  oother  folk,  his  cue 
Fair  was  this  yonge  wyf,  and  therwUbal. 
iVs  any  wezele,  hir  body  gent  and  smaL 
A  ceynt  she  werede,  y-barred  al  of  ailk ; 
A  barmclooth  eek,  as  whit  as  mornemilk, 
Upon  hir  lendes,  ful  of  many  a  goore ; 
Whit  was  hir  smok,  and  broyden  al  bifixxVi 
And  eek  bihyndc,  on  hir  colcr  aboute, 
Of  colblak  silk  withinne  and  eek  witboutc 

3?  16.  A  Hgelns  aJ  I  'frfy'tum.  The  Diwic  of  a 
i3th-centnry  chant  to  tnew  words  is  exlanl  ■! 
the  Ilritish  Museum.  Of  the  'kyngts  noole' 
nothing  appears  to  be  known. 

.{=37.  //('  Afirw  nat  CtUomn.  The  nuudm  Im* 
alluded  to  is  not  properly  one  of  Ooo's;  tat  I 
find  it  in  a  kind  of  Supplement  to  the  MonI 
Distichs,  entitled  Facehu  int.  Auctora  odo 
morales,  Lugd.  1538,  cap.  iii. 

'  Due  tiU  prole  pvem  wpooaMm  mowqBe  vnaMlh 
Si  cum  race  velis  vitan  inrtiiriimjBgfuw' 
(Tyrwhitt).    The   Mntinient  is  as  old  n  til 
Seven  Sagos. 

3231.  /alien  /'»,  H  6r»$igAt  imU, 

3232.  /olA;  H  tf/MM, 


MILLER'S  TALB 


hii  while  vcduper  ji^i 

same  suyle  of  hir  colei ; 
xl,  or  silk  and  set  liil  hye ; 
she  hadde  a  likeious  eye. 
pujled  were  hire  hrowes  two, 
:  bent,  and  bUke  as  any  sloo. 


n  tost 
c  tree. 


lan  the  wotle  Is  of  a  welhec  ; 
^[del  heeng  a  purs  of  lether, 
Ih   grenc  and    perled   wilh 


xlote,  or  swich  a  wenche. 
was  the  ^ynyng  of  hii  hewe 
Tour  the  nobie  y-forged  newe. 
ng  it  was  as  toude  and  yeme 
we  chitteryng  on  a  berne. 
oude  skippe  and  make  game, 
,  or  calf,  folwynge  his  dame, 
was  sweete  as  bragot  or  the 
h,  3>fi. 

apples  Icyd  in  hey  or  heeth. 
he  was,  as  is  a  joly  colt ; 
last  and  uprighte  as  a  bolt, 
lie  baai  upon  hir  tove  coler, 
is  the  boos  of  a  bokeler  ; 
ere  laced  on  hit  leggcs  hye  ; 
rymerole,  a  pi^;esnye 
1,  to  leggen  in  his  bcdde, 
ly  good  yeman  to  wedde.   377° 
.  and  eff,  sire,  so  bifel  the  cas, 
ay  this  hende  Nicholas, 
yonge  wyf  to  rage  and  pleye, 
r  housbonde  was  at  Oseneye, 
en  fill  sabliie  and  fal  queynte ; 
hecaughtehirebytheqiieynte, 
'V-wis,  but  if  ieh  have  my 


lo^ 


:  of   tbee,    lemman,    I 


hire  hatde  by  the  hannche 


D  of  Lendoo,  when 


Mt,  B  (dU  coin  < 
wardllf 

fiToitiiei,  a  ialaca 


And  scyde,  '  Lemman,  lo^'e  me  al  ali 

Or  I  wot  dyen,  also  God  me  save  \ ' 

And  she  sproong,  as  a  coll  doth  ii 


the 


And  with  hir  heed  schc  wtyed  Taste  awey, 
And  seyde,   '  I  wol  nat   kisse  thee,  by 

Why,    lal    be ! '    quod    she,     '  lat    be, 

Nicholas ! 
Orlwolcrie,"out,  Harrow, "and  "Alias!" 
Do  wey  yourc  handes,  for  your  curteisye!' 

This  Nicholas  gan  mercy  for  lo  crye, 
And  spak  so  faire,  and  ptoficd  hym  so 

fuste, 
Thai  she  hit  love  hym  graunled  atte  laste. 
And  swoor  hir  00th,  by  Seini  Thomas  of 

Kent,  3191 

That  she  wol  been  at  his  comandement 
Whan  that  she  may  hit  leysei  wel  espie. 
'  Myn  housbonde  is  so  ful  of  jalousie. 
That  but  ye  u-ayte  wel  and  been  ptivee, 
I  wool  right  wel  I  nam  but  deed,'  quod 

'  Yemostebeenfuldeeme,  a?  in  this  cas.' 
'  Nay,  Ihct-of  cate  ihee  roght,'  quod 
Nicholas. 
'  A  cletk  hadde  litherly  biset  his  whyle 
But  if  he  koude  a  caipentei  bigyle.'  3300 
And  thus  Ihey  been  accorded  and  y-swom 
To  wayte  a  tyme,  as  I  have  told  bifotn. 

Whan  Nicholas  hail  doon  Ihus  everideel , 

And  thakked  hire  aboute  ihe  lendes  weel, 

He  kisi  hire  sweete,an<l  taketh  hissawtrie. 

And  pteyeth  (aste,  end  maketh  melodie. 

Thanne  lil  it  thus,  thai  to  the  paryssh 

Christes  owene  wetkes  for  lo  wirche, 
I'his  goode  wyf  went  on  an  haliday  ;  3309 
Hir  forheed  shoon  as  bright  as  any  day. 
So  was  it  wasshen  whan  she  Icet  hit  wcrk. 
Now  was  thet  of  that  chirche  a  parissh 
cletk, 
The  which  thai  was  y-cleped  Absolon ; 
Crul   was  his  hcet   and   as  the  gold   it 

And  slroule<l  as  a  &inne,  laige  and  btode, 

jjS!!.  H  — rf  i*f  i/""W  «'  "  dtf*  a  «"  '■" 


3316-3386 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES 


GROUP  A 


Kill  streij^ht  and  evene  lay  his  joly  shodc. 
His    rode  was    reed,  his  e)*cn  grcye  as 

goos  ; 
With  Powlcs  wyndow  corven  on  his  shoos, 
In  hoses  rede  he  wente  fetisly. 
\'-clad  he  was  ful  smal  and  proprely,  3320 
Al  in  a  kirtel  of  a  lyght  waget, 
Ful  fairc  and  thikke  been  the  poyntcs  set ; 
And  therujKjn  he  hadde  a  gay  surplys, 
As  whit  as  is  the  blosme  u|>m  the  rj's. 
A  myrie  child  he  was,  so  (lod  me  save, 
Wei  koiide  he   laten   blood    and  clippe 

and  shave. 
And  nuiken  a  chartre  of  lond  or  acquit- 

auncc. 
In  twenty  manere  koude  he  trippc  and 

dauncc 
(After  the  scole  of  Oxenforde  tho), 
And  with  his  le^es  casten  to  and  fro,  3330 
And  pleyen  songes  on  a  small  rubible ; 
Therto  he  song  somt^Tne  a  loud  quynyble. 
And  as  wel  koude  he  pleye  on  his  giteme. 
In  al  the  toun  nas  brewhous  ne  taverne 
That  he  ne  visited  with  his  soLos, 
Ther  any  gaylard  tappestere  was. 
But,    sooth    to    scyn,    he    was    somdel 

squaymous 
Of  fartyng,  and  of  speche  daungerous. 

This  Absolon,  that  jolif  was  and  gay, 
(looth  with  a  sencer  on  the  haliday,  3340 
Sensyngc  the  wyvcs  of  the  parisshe  faste. 
And  many  a  lovely  look  on  hem  he  caste, 
And  namely  on  this  carpenteris  wyf. 
To  loke  on  hire  hym  thoughte  a  myrie  lyf, 
She    was    so    propre,    and    sweele,    and 

likerous. 
I  <lar  wel  seyn  if  she  hadde  been  a  mous, 
And  he  a  cat,  he  wold  hire  hente  anon. 
This  jKirissh  clerk,  this  joly  Al)solon, 
Hath  in  his  herte  swich  a  love  longynge. 
That  of  no  wyf  ne  took  he  noon  offrynge ; 
For  curteisie,  he  scyde,  he  wolde  noon. 
The  moone,    whan  it  was  nyght,   ful 

brighte  shoon,  3352 

3318.  PiKi'h's  liyndinv.  The  reference  is  to  the 
<)}jen-work  tracery,  like  that  of  the  great  Ro!»e 
window  at  Old  St.  Paul's,  in  the  fashionable  shoeii 
of  the  time.     H-  tvyiuiants. 

1 137.   ti  Sc7ia/cH  wifAjfoores  in  the  newe  get. 
3<5?.  'vhnn  it  ivas  nyght ^ful^  H  at  night  ful 


ckrc  and. 


And  Absolon  his  gyteme  hath  y-takc. 
For  paramours  he  thoghte  for  to  wake  ; 
And  forth  he  gooth,  jolif  and  amoroiLs, 
Til  he  cam  to  the  carpenteres  hous, 
A  litel  after  cokkes  hadde  y-crowe, 
And  dresswl  hym  up  by  a  shotwyndowe. 
That  was  upon  the  carpenteris  wal. 
He  syngeth  in  his  voys  gentil  and  smal : 

*  Naw^  deeri  lady,  if  thy  wilU  be,        331.1 
T  prayi  yow  that  ye  tvoU  thy  tike  on  me^ 
Ful  wel  acordaunt  to  his  gytemjuge. 

This  carpenter  awook,  and  herde  sj-nge, 
And  spak  unto  his  W}'f,  and  se^'dc  anon, 
'  What,  Alison,  herestow  nat  Absolon, 
That  chaunteth  thus  under  oure  bourcs 

wal?' 
And  she  answerde  hir  housbonde  thci- 

withal, 

*  Vis,  God  woot,  John,  I  heere  it  every  del.' 

This  passeth  forth ;  what  wol  }*e  l>ct 

than  weel  ?  3370 

Fro  day  to  day  this  joly  Absolon 
So  woweth  hire  that  h)Tn  is  wo  bigon ; 
He  waketh  al  the  nyght  and  al  the  day, 
He    kembeth    his    lokkes    brode,    and 

made  hym  gay, 
He  woweth  hire  by  meenes  and  brocage, 
And  swoor  he  wolde  been  hir  owene  page; 
He  syngeth,  brokkynge  as  a  nyght}'ngale ; 
He  sente  hire  pyment,  meeth,  and  spiced 

ale. 
And  wafres,  pip3nig  hoot  out  of  thegleede; 
And,  for  she  was  of  toune,  he  profireth 

meedc ;  3380 

For  som  folk  wol  ben  wonnen  for  richesse, 
And  somme  for  strokes,  and  somme  for 

gentillesse. 
Somtyme  to  shewe  his  lightnesse  and 

maistrye 
He  pleyeth  IIer6des,  on  a  scafiTold  hye* 
But  what  availleth  hym,  as  in  this  cas? 
She  loveth  so  this  hende  Nicholas, 

3354*  thoghte  /or  to  wake,  H  ujdt  he  moUt 
awake. 

3362.  thynke^  H  rente. 

3374.  tie  kemheth^  H  To  htmhe^  an  amnsing 
but  unlikely  variant. 

3377.  hrokkynge^t  warbling  f;  H  croweyne, 

3384.  He  pleyeth  Herodee,  etc.  The  Minide 
Plays  were  at  first  chiefly  acted  by  deriu ;  the 
stage  or  '  scaflfold '  often  had  three  compaitiacBlS 
to  represent  Heaven,  Earth,  and  HelL 
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it  Absolon  may  blowe  the  bukkes  horn, 
ne  hadde  for  his  labour  but  a  scorn, 
1  thus  she  maketh  Absolon  hire  ape 
1  al  his  emest  tumeth  til  a  jape.     3390 
sooth  b  this  proverbe,  it  is  no  lye, 
n  scyn  right  thus,  *  Alwey  the  nye  slye 
keth  the  ferre  leeve  to  be  looth ' ; 
though  that  Absolon   be  wood   or 
wrooth, 
cause  that  he  fer  was  from  hire  sighte, 
s  nye  Nicholas  stood  in  his  lighte. 
few    here    thee    wel,    thou    hende 

Nicholas, 
Absolon  may  waille  and  S3mge,  alias  ! 
1  so  bifel  it  on  a  Saterday 
s  carpenter  was  goon  til  Osenay,    3400 
1  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisoun 
trded  been  to  this  conclusioun, 
it  Nicholas  shal  shapen  hym  a  wyle 
s  sely,  jalous  housbonde  to  bigyle  ; 
I,  if  so  be  the  game  wente  aright, 
sholdc  slepen  in  his  arm  al  nyght, 
this  was  his  desir  and  hire  also, 
right  anon,  withouten  wordes  mo, 
Nicholas  no  lenger  wolde  tarie, 
dooth  ful  softe   unto   his   chambre 
cane  3410 

mete  and  drynke   for   a   day  or 
tweye; 

o  hire  housbonde  bad  hire  for  to 
seye, 

he  axed  after  Nicholas, 
tide  seye  she  nyste  where  he  was, 
hat  day  she  saugh  hym  nat  with 
rye; 

red  that  he  was  in  maladye, 
0  cry  hir  mayde  koudc  hym  calle, 
•  answere  for  nought  that  myghte 
lie. 

isseth  forth  al  thilke  Saterday 
lolas  stille  in  his  chambre  lay, 
ind  sleepe,  or  dide  what  h^nn 

e.  3421 

,  that  the  sonne  gooth  to  restc. 

carpenter  hath  greet  merveyle 

tkt  bukkes  horn^  a  phrase  meaning 

ble  for  nodiing.' 
H  vfcre  Ikit. 

f  was  iny}\  ke  mere/aUe  in  torn. 
"  no  cry  hir  majfdt^  H  For  no  cry 
,  to  be  taken  with  next  line. 


Of  Nicholas,  or  what  thyng  myghte  hy 

cyle, 
And  seyde,  *  I  am  adrad,  by  Scint  Thoma 
It  stondeth  nat  aright  with  Nicholas. 
God  shilde  that  he  deyde  sode)Tily  ; 
This  world  is  now  fill  tikel,  sikerly  ; 
I  saugh  to  day  a  cors  y-born  to  chirchc, 
That  now  on  Monday  last  I  saugh  hym 

wirche.  3430 

*  Go  up,'  quod  he  unto  his  knave  anoon, 
*Clepe  at  his  dore,  or  knokke  with  a  stoon  ; 
Looke  how  it  is,  and  tel  me  boldcly.' 

This  knave  gooth  him  up  ful  sturdily 
And  at  the  chambre  dore,  whii  he  stood, 
He  cridc  and  knokked  as  that  he  were 

wood, — 
*  What  !     how  !     what    do   ye,    maistcr 

Nicholay  ? 
How  may  ye  slepen  al  the  longe  day  ? ' 

But  al  for  noght,  he  herde  nat  a  word. 
An  hole  he  foond,  ful  lowe  upon  a  bord, 
Ther  as  the  cat  was  wont  in  for  to  crejKN 
And  at  that  hole  he  looked  in  ful  deixr, 
And  at  the  laste  he  hadde  of  hym  a  sighte. 
This  Nicholas  sat  gapyng  ever  uprighte, 
As  he  had  kiked  on  the  newe  moone. 
Adoun  he  gooth  and   tolde  his  maister 

soone 
In  what  array  he  saugh  this  ilke  man. 

This  carpenter  to  blessen  hym  bigan, 
And  seyde,  *  Help  us,  Seinte  Fr}'deswydc  I 
A  man  woot  litcl  what  hym  shal  bit  yd  e ; 
This  man  is  falle,  with  his  astromye,    3451 
In  som  woodnesse,  or  in  some  agonye. 
I  thoghte  ay  wel  how  that  it  sholde  be, 
Men  sholdc  nat  knowe  of  Goddespryvetee. 
\'e,  blessed  be  alwey  a  lewed  man. 
That  noght  but  oonly  his  bileve  kan. 
So  ferde  another  clerk  with  astromye  ; 
He  walked  in  the  feeldes,  for  to  pryc 
Upon  the  sterres,  what  ther  sholde  bifalle, 
Til  he  was  in  a  marie  pit  y-falle ;        3460 
He  saugh  nat  that.      But  yet  by   Seint 

Thomas, 
Me  reweth  soore  of  hende  Nicholas  ! 

3449.  Seinte  Frydenvifde^  still  the  patron  saint 
of  one  of  the  Oxford  parishes. 

3451.  astromye^  a  corruption  of  'astronomy c  ' ; 
the  latter  word  is  the  reading  of  H-*,  but  both 
here  and  in  3457  it  spoils  the  metre. 

3457.  another  clerk ^"WxT^ts. 
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lie  slial  1)0  rateil  of  hLs  studipig, 
If  tbiii  I  may,  by  Jhesiis,  hevene  kynj^ ! 
'  (Jet  me  a  staf,  that  I  may  undersp«)re, 
Whil  that  thou,  Robyn,hevest  of  the  dore : 
lie  shal  out  of  his  studiyng,  as  I  gesse.* 
And  to  the  chambrc  dore  he  gan  hym 

dresse ; 
His   knave   was  a  strong   carl,  for   the 

noones. 
And  by  the  hasj^c  he  haaf  it  of  atones. 
Into  the  fl«)or  the  dore  fil  anon.  3471 

This  Nicholas  sat  .ly  as  stillc  as  stoon, 
And  ever  gapetl  upward  into  the  eir. 
This  carix^nter  wende  he  were  in  desjxnr, 
And  honte  hym  by  the  sholdres  myghtily 
And  sh«M)k  hym  harde  and  cride  spitously, 
*  What,    Nicholay  !    what   how  !    what, 

looke  adoun  ! 
Awake  1  and  thenk  on  Cristes  possioun  ! 
I  cniuchc  thee  from  elves  and  fro  wightes.' 
Therwiih  the  nyghtsixfl  seyde  he  anon- 
right  es,  3480 
( )n  foure  halvc-s  of  tlie  hous  al)oute. 
And  on  the  thresshfold  of  the  dore 
withoute  : 

\/hesit  Crist  and  Seint  Befiedighty 
HUssc  this  hous  from  every  ivikked  wight 
For  /ry,:^htes  verye  the  white  Pater  noster. 
Where  wentestow^  Seifit  Petres  soster  '!  * 

And  aite  lasie  thus  hende  Nicholas 
(ian  for  to  sike  soore,  and  seyde,  *  Alias  I 
Shal  al  thi?>  world  l)e  lost  eftsoones  now?' 
This     carpenter      answerde,      *  What 
scystow  ?  3490 

What,  thynk  on  God,  as  we  doon,  men 
that  swynke.* 
This  Nicholas  answerde,  *  Fecche  me 
drj'nke  ; 

3477.  T«'^fl/(3rd),  H  man:  Heng."  om. 

3483.  Jfu'su,  H  Lorti  Jhesu. 

3485.  For  nyf:htes^  etc.  _  TyrU'hill  reads:  Fro 
tht  nytihtcs  wart  the  iviie  ftater-noster  (may 
pater-iioster  defend  thee  fromnight-mare);  MorrU: 
Fro  nyg;htes  mare  werye  the  with  patcr-noshr 
(>;u;iia  tliy>iclf  with  {later-nosterX  But  a  charm 
of  the  i^iih  ccntur>'  quoted  by  Mr.  nihnan  nins  : 

•  White  P.itf  r  N«ister.  St.  Peter'*  brother, 
WhAt  hast  thiiii  ill  one  h-iiKlT    '\^'hitc-IkNtk  Leaves. 
What  h.i«.t  i'  th'  other?    Henren  <iate  keys. 
( >|w*n  lleircn  < 'i.ites  and  <teika  lletl  (nittK, 
Ami  let  c\cry  cryftoni  child  creep  tu  its  uwn  iiioth<-r  : 
White  I'alcr  Nnster.     Aiiiofi.' 

If  thi^  be  genuine  the  white  must  stand. 


And  after  wol  I  speke,  in  pry\'ctee, 

Of  certeyn  thyng  that  toucheth  me  and 

thee ; 
I  wol  telle  it  noon  oother  man,  certeyn/ 
This  carpenter  goth  doun  and  comth 

ageyn, 
And  broghtc  of  m>'ghty  ale  a  large  quart, 
And  whan  that  ech  of  hem  had  dronke 

his  part, 
This  Nicholas  his  dore  6^tc  shctte     3499 
And  doun  the  carpenter  by  hym  he  sette. 
ile   seyde,    'John,   myn   hooste,   lief 

and  deerc, 
Thou  shalt  upon  thy  trouthe  swere  me 

heere 
That  to  no  wight  thou  shalt  this  conseil 

wreye, 
For  it  is  Cristes  conseil  that  I  scye  ; 
And  if  thou  telle  man  thou  art  forlore, 
For  this  vengaunce  thou  shalt  han  therfore, 
That  if  thou  wreye  mc  thou  shalt  be  wood/ 
'  Nay,  Crist  forliede  it,  for  his  hooly 

blood,'  350! 

Quod  tho  this  sely  man,  *  I  nam  no  labbr. 
Ne,  though  I  seyc,  I  am  nat  lief  to  gabbe; 
Sey  what  thou  wolt,  I  shal  it  never  telle 
To  child  ne  wyf,  by  hym  that  harwcJ 

belle ! ' 
*  Now,    John,'    quod    Nicholas,    'I 

wol  nat  lye, 
I  have  y-founde  in  myn  astrologye. 
As  I  have  looked  in  the  moone  bright, 
That  now  a  Monday  next,  at  quarter  nygte» 
Shal  falle  a  rcyn,  and  that  so  wilde  and 

wood, 
That  half  so  greet  was  never  Noees  flood. 
ThisworId,'hesc>'de,  *  inlasse  thananhmr 

Shal  al  be  drcynt,  so  hidous  is  the  sboof  i 
Thus  schal  mankynde  drcnche  and  kse 

hir  lyf.'  35« 

Tliis  car]>entcr  answerde,  <  Alias,  ny 

wyf! 
And   shal    she    drenche?      Alias,  nyB 

Alisoun ! ' 
For  .sorwe  of  this  he  fil  alnKX)8t  adoun, 
And  seyde,  *  Is  ther  no  remedie  in  thiscu?* 

3499.  faste  tkette^  etc  ;  H  gmn.  /#  seJUttt,Aai 
<ie*ie  this  carpenter  doun  by  him  siite, 
351a  AV,  tktmgk  /  seye^  H  tkomifk  t  it  atjfi' 
35?o.  Shat al le  drtytUt  H  Skmlbtm  i-d*^ 
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'Why,    ITS,   for  Gode,'   quod   hendcS 

■  If  ibnq  woll  w«rk«i  aftii  lootc  and  reed ; 
Tlioa  nuyvt  iml  wcikm  after  thyn  owm« 

Im   thus  icilh  SnlomoUD,    Ihat    was  fill 

"  Wo-k  at  bf  conicU  and  ihnu  ihalt  ntl 

d  if  (hou  w«Tk(!ii  woll  h)rgnodconseil, 
Idcflako,  wilhuulen  mast  and  seyl, 
J  (  Miven  hire  and  Ihee  and  mc. 
It  herd  hnw  saved  was  Nw. 
e  Lord  hsdde  warned  hym 

■t  the  wotld  with  waiet  dioldebe 
[         lom?' 
l!*Vis,'  quv)  this  carpenter,  'fid  yoori; 

VHaMoa  nat  hcid/'inalNicboIas,  'alsri, 
ante  of  Noe  wilh  bis  feUwesfaipe 
U  be  mjghic  brynge  hji  wyf  to  shipc  ? 
■    Ue  be  k-vete,  I  darwcl  nndaiakc, 
i  lyme,  Ihxn  .ille  hu  wclberei 

Hthetuddehad  a  ahipe  fair-self albne, 
ihcrforc,  woosiou  what  is  best   tu 

Va»  ukclh  haste,  and  of  an  haslif  ihyng 
>lm  ttoj  nal  preche  ot  maken  tafiyng. 
*  Aaoa  pi  gcte  us  &Kle  into  this  in 
Vtantji^  ttogh,  or  ellis  a  kymelyn, 
|r«dt  of  na,  but  loke  that  ihey  be  largi^. 
BKiwc  swjtnme  as  in  a  ba^i^. 
n  Uiei-iime  viiailli  mfeant     i%v 
ft  dajr, — ff  on  ihe  tcmenanl, — 
*al  astake  and  ^aoa  away 
tt  upon  the  nexte  day. 
ay  oat  wite  of  this,  thyknavt, 
MjnU  Gille  I  may  nat  save : 
%  far  thiM^h  ihau  n%Vi  me. 
1h>  Godda  pryveicc  j 
1^  but  if  Thy  wiliet  maddc, 
Ml  ■  grace  as  Noc  hadde. 
il  I  wcl  *aven,  mit  of  doutc. 

•J  huitanil't  hmV 


Go  now  ihy   wcy  and  speed   llici;  h<.t 

aboule.  jtf 

•  But  whan   ihou   hasl   for   hire   nn 

thee  and  me 

V^eteu  us  thise  knedyng-tubbes  thre, 

Thanne  sbaltow  tiange  bcm  in  llie  iu( 

That  no  man  of  oure  piuveianiice  spye. 
And  whan  thou  thus  hast  doon  ns  I  h«v 

And  bust  onre  vitaiUe  Eiire  in  hem  y-lcy<' 
And  cek  an  ax  to  smyle  Ihe  cnrde  atwo 
Whan  that  Ihe  water  comth,  that  we  ma 


1  he^h  upon   th 


And  broke  nn 

gable. 

Unto  Ihe  gardynward,  over  (he  stable, 
That  we  may  frely  pasKen  forth  oure  wa) 
^V'hnn  thai  die  grele  shour  is  goon  away 
Thaone  schall  Ihou  swymme  as  myrie. 

undertake. 
As  dooth  the  whiti  doke  after  hire  drake 
llianne  wol  I  depe  "  how  AlisooD,  ho' 

John, 
Be  myrii:,  for  the  flood  wol  passe  anon. 
And    Ihou   wolt  seyn,   <<  liayl,    moislc 

N'icholay  1  jt) 

Ooodmorue,  I  se  thee  wcl  for  it  is  day! 
An<l  (hannc  shut  we  he  lordc«  al  oure  1] 
OFal  Ihe  wotUI,  as  Noe  and  his  wyf. 

'  But  of  o  thing  I  wanie  thee  ful  right 
Ite  well  avi'sed  on  that  Jlkc  nyght 
That  we  ben  entied  mio  iliippei  boid. 
Thai  noon  of  ua  ne  sptke  nnl  a  word. 
Ne  clq>c,  ne  tint,  but  l)een  in  his  pitym 
For  il  is  Goddes  owoic  heesle  deere. 
Thy    wyf  anil    thou    moole    liBOge    ft 

For  ihnl  bitwise  yow  shal  lie  nn  synne, 
Nu  moore  In  lookyng  than  iher  shol  i 

This  ordinance  is   seyi  ;    so  God  the 

Tonionic  at  n)%ht,  whan   folk  ben  all 

ttslcpc, 
Inlii  otir  knedyng-tubbes  wol  we  crepe, 
Aixl  sitten  there,  nbidyng  Coddcs  grnct 
t  lo  nuw  Ihy  wey,  I  Iistc  no  lenget ! 
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To  make  of  this  no  longer  sermonyng, — 
Men  seyn  thus,  '*  Sendc  the  wise  and  sey 

nothyng  " ; 
Thou  art  so  wys  it  necdcth  nat  thee  tcche, 
Go  save  oure  lyf,  and  that  I  the  biseche.* 
This  sely  carpenter  goth  forth  his  wey ; 
Y\\\  ofte  he  seith  *  Alias,'  and  *\Veylawey,* 
And  to  his  wj'f  he  tolde  his  pryveetec, 
And  she  was  war,  and  knew  it  bet  than  he, 
What  al  this  queynte  cast  was  for  to  seye ; 
But  nathclees  she  ferde  as  she  wolde  dcye, 
And  scyde,  *Allas  I  go  forth  thy  wey  anon, 
Help  us  to  scape  or  we  been  lost  echon  ! 
I  am  thy  trewe,  vcrray,  wedded  wyf, 
Go,  deerc  s]X)use,  and  help  to  save  oure 

lyf ! '  3610 

Lo  which  a  greet  thyng  is  aflfcccioun  I 
Men  may  dyen  of  ymaginacioun. 
So  dcpe  may  imprcssioun  be  take. 
This  sely  carpenter  bigynneth  quake  ; 
Ilym  thynkelh  verraily  that  he  may  sec 
Noees  flood,  come  walwj'nge  as  the  see. 
To  drenchen  Alisoun,  his  hony  deerc. 
He  wejxjth,  weyleth,  maketh  sory  checre  ; 
lie  sikelh,  with  ful  many  a  sory  swogh  ; 
He  gooih  and  getethhymaknedyng  Irogh, 
And  after  that  a  tubbe  and  a  kymelyn. 
And  ]>ryvcly  he  sente  hem  to  his  in. 
And  hcng  hem  in  the  roof  in  pryvetee. 
His  owcne  hande  he  made  laddres  thre. 
To  clymbcn  by  the  ronges  and  the  stalkes, 
Into  the  tubbcs,  hangyngc  in  the  balkes  ; 
And  hem  vitailleth,  bothctrc^h  and  tubbe. 
With  breed  and  chesc  and  good  ale  in  a 

jubl>e, 
Suffisyngc  right  ynogh  as  for  a  day  ; 
But  er  that  he  hadde  maad  al  I  his  array, 
He  sente  his  knave,  and  cck  his  wenche 

also,  3631 

Uiwn  his  nede  to  London  for  to  go ; 
And  on   the   Monday,  whan  it  drow   to 

nyght. 
He  shetlc  his  dore  ^^-iihoute  candcl  lyghl, 
And  drcsscth  al  this  thyng  as  it  shal  Ik*  ; 
And  shortly,  u]>  thoy  cloml^n  allc  thre  ; 
They  siitcn  stille,  wel  a  furlong  way. 
*  Now,    Pater    nostet\    clom,'    seyde 

Nirholay ; 

3612.  ^f^•n  may  Hytn  (slur  niay\  H  A  man 

tuay  tlyf' 


^\nd  *Clom,*  quud  John,  and   <Clom,' 

seyde  Alisoun. 
This  carpenter  seyde  his  devocioun,  3640 
And  stille  he  sit  and  biddeth  his  prejrere, 
Ay  waitynge  on  the  reyn,  if  he  it  heere. 
The  dede  sleepe,  for  verray  bisynessc, 
Fil  on  this  carpenter,  right  as  I  gesse 
Aboute  corfew-tyme,  or  litel  more ; 
For  travaille  of  his  goost  he  groneth  soorc. 
And  eft  he  routeth,  for  his  heed  myslay. 
Doun  of  the  laddre  stalketh  Nicholay, 
And  Alisoun  fill  softe  adoun  she  spedde ; 
Withouten  wordes  mo  they  goon  to  beddo. 
Ther  as  the  carpenter  is  wont  to  lye,  /»5i 
Ther  was  the  revel  and  the  roelodye. 
And  thus  lith  Alison  and  Nicholas, 
In  bisynesse  of  myrthe  and  of  solas, 
Til  that  the  belle  of  lattdcs  gan  to  lyngc, 
And  freres  in  the  chaunccl  gonne  sjiige. 
This  parissh  clerk,  this  amorous  Ab- 

solon, 
That  is  for  love  alwey  so  wo-bigon, 
Upon  the  Monday  was  at  Osencye 
With  compaignye,  hym  to  disporte  and 

pleye,  3660 

And  axed  upon  cas  a  cloisterer 
Ful  privcly  after  John  the  carpenter. 
And  he  drough  hym  a- pari  out  of  the 

chirche. 
And  seyde,  <  I  noot,  I  saugh  hym  heere 

nat  wirche 
Syn  Saterday ;  I  trow  that  he  be  went 
I'or  tymbcr  ther  our  abbot  hath  hym  sent; 
For  he  is  wont  for  tymber  for  lo  go, 
And  dwellen  at  the  grange  a  day  or  two; 
Or  dies  he  is  at  his  hous,  ccrteyn  ;     -f^ 
Where  that  he  be  I  kan  nat  sooUily  seyn.* 

This  Absokm  ful  joly  was  and  light, 
And  thoghte,  *  Now  is  tyme  wake  al  nygfai, 
For  sikirly  I  saugh  him  nat  stirynge 
Alx>ute  his  dore,  syn  day  bigan  to  sprynge. 
So  moot  I  thryve  I  shal,  at  cokkcs  crome, 
l''ul  pry\'cly  go  knokke  at  his  wyndowe, 
That  stant  ful  lowe  uix)n  his  boures  w^ 
To  Alison  now  wol  I  tellcn  al 
My  love-long)Mige ;   for  yet   I   shal  wU 

mysse  3679 

That  at  the  lestc  wey  I  shal  hire 

3643.  verray^  E»  vvrf. 

3653.  ahvcy  a>,  H  f  kmrdmmtl. 
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ael  conK>tt  shal  1  Iwvc,  parfny. 
ilh  halh  icchril  i>1  ihit  lunge  i]«y, 
n  sgnc  ot  kisAyng  alii  leslc. 
orght  «ne  Rwiie  reit  I  wu  at  »  fcesle; 
■xtfare  I  wol  gooa  slep«  an  hyutc  or 

arl  bI   (be  itj^hi  ihuuc   vol   I   wake 

Whan  Ihit  Ihe  6ralc  cok  hath  cmwe 

D  IMI  ikk  joly  lovrrc  Absolun, 
i  ttyn  amiKth  gny.  nt  poynt  Htvys ; 
H  iini  b«  chewclh  ^icyn  and  lycorys, 
Bdlcn  swede,  ei  be  hulde  kembd 
his  hcct.  3«gi 

t  Ut  lonee  A  trewi-lovc  he  beer, 
a-bj-  wenJe  Iw  lo  ben  gracious. 
■rih  Ui  Ihe  carpentercs  hous, 
Ble  he  Rtaiit  nnder  [lie  ibol-wyn- 

lohahtisi  ilraughle,  ii  wnssolowe, — 
e  be  kookkelh  with  a  tcmysoun  i 
U  do  ye,  hcmy-coRib,  swccle  Alisoun, 
fairc  bfrd.  oij-  Bwwtc  eynamomc  ? 
Actll,IanlnJjiniyTi,alldspekelh  lume. 
'  "  d  ihyoken  ye  \i\ioa  mj  wo  3701 
■r  yoore  love  I  swete  Ihcr  I  gu, 
'  f  is,  Ibt^h  thai  1  swelic  and 

ifi  douih  n  bimb  aftci  the  tele ; 
mwi,  I  >ave  swidi  luve-loi^' 

d  tTcweis  my  iiioumynjp  ; 
•  m  trie  da  roouri  than  a  inayilc. ' 
n  Ero  ihc  wyndow,  jakkc-ibol,'  she 


It  ('•od,  it  wol  n 


.  and  ellei  I  were  lo  lilnme, 

t,  by  Jhesiu,  Absaloo. 

,  or  I  wol  outc  u  slon, 

t-,  a  twenly  devel  wey  1 ' 

"aoloD,  'anil  weylvwey, 

u  ever  to  yvel  bi«el  I 

i  Idc,  lyn  it  may  be  no  liet, 

It  loTC,  and  for  Ihe  tovo  of  me. ' 

Bne  go  ihy  wcy?'  thwwtth 

•he 

1,  H*  ttmMiM.  imfMA.  tngi^. 


*Ye  ceni-B,  lemman,'  quod  ihia  Absului 
'  Thanne   make   Ihee  redy,'   ijuod   sh 

And  unio  Nichulas  she  seyde  sliUe, 
'Now  hu&t  nnd   Ihoii  shalt  laughen   . 
Ihy  aie.' 
Tiiis  Absolon  douo  sctle  hym  on  h 


And  scyde,  '  I  am  lord  nl  alle  dq;i 
For  after  Ihis  I  hupc  iher  comelb  1 
l-cmman,   ihy  grace,  and   swecte 
ihyn  ootc," 
The  wytidow  she  undoih,  and  ihal 


'  Have  do,'  ijuod  she,  'com  of,  end  spci 

Lcsl  that  cure  neigheborvs  thee  cspie. ' 
This  Absolon  gon  wype  his  mouth  fi 

Dirk  was  the  nyght  as  pich,  or  as  the  coli 
.\nd  at  the  wyndow  out  she  pittc  Mr  huli 
And  Absolon  hym  lii  no  hel  ne  wers, 
Bui  with  his  mouth  he  kiste  hir  naked  ti 
Ful  savouiiy,  er  he  was  war  of  this. 
Abok  he  iitirte,  and  thoughit^  it  was  any 
Kilt  wel  he  wistc  a  womman  hath  no  ben 
He  felte  a  ihyng  al  toaghand  long  y-hcrc 
And  teyde,  '  Fy,  alias,  what  have  1  do 
*  Tehee ! '    qu<>d    she,    and    dapte    It 

And  Absolon  goolh  forth  a  soiy  pas. 
'  A  herd,  a  bcrd  '.'  quod  hcndO  Nichola 
'  By  Goddes  corps,  this  game  golh  (aii 

and  weel.' 
This  sely  Abmlon  herde  every  dcel, 
AihJ  on  his  lippe  he  gan  for  anger  byte, 
And  to  hymself  he  seyde,  '  I  sliai  lb< 

qu>1e.' 
Who  niblwth  now,  who  frolelh  no 

his  lippea 
With  dust,  with  sand,  with  straw,  wii 

clooth,  wilh  chippes. 
But  Absolon  7— that  scilh  fiilolte,  'Alia; 
My  am\e  bilake  I  unto  Satluuuts,       u; 
Hut  me  were  levere  lluin  nl  this  loun 

quod  he, 
'  Of  this  despit  awroken  for  lu  be. 
Alias.'    quod    he,    'atlas,    I    ne    baiki 

t  lis  hoote  love  was  mold  lutd  al  y-qucyni 
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Fur  fro  that  tymc  that  he  hadde  kistc 

her  ers, 
Of  paramours  he  sette  nat  a  kers  ; 
For  he  was  heeled  of  his  maladie. 
Full  ofte  i>aramours  he  gan  deftie, 
And  weepe  as  dooth  a  child  that  is  y-bete. 
A  softe  jxuis  he  wcnte  over  the  strete   3760 
Until  a  sniyth  men  cleped  daun  Gcrveys, 
That    in     his     forge    smythed    plough 

liarneys, — 
He  sharpeth  shaar  and  kultour  bisily. 
This  Absolon  knukkelh  al  esily, 
And  seyde,   *  Undo,  Gerve)'s,  and   that 

anon. * 
*  What,  who  arlow  ? '      *  It  am  I,  Ab- 
solon.* 
*  What,  Absolon !    For  Cristes  swcete  tree, 
\Vhy  rise  ye  so  rathe  ?  ey  benedicUee  ! 
Wiiat  eyleth  yow  ?     Som  gay  gerl,  God 

it  woot. 
Hath     brought     yow    thus     upon     the 

viritoot ;  3770 

By  seintc  Note,  ye  woot  wel  what  I  menc. ' 

This  Absolon  ne  roghte  nat  a  bene 
Of  al  his  pley  ;  no  word  agayn  he  j-af ; 
He  hadde  moore  low  on  his  distaf 
Than  ( ierveys  knew,  and  seyde,  *  Frcend 

so  deere, 

That  hoote  kultour  in  the  chymenec  heere, 

As  lene  it  me,  I  liave  thcrwith  to  doone, 

And  I  wol  br)'nge  it  thee  agayn  ful  soone.' 

Gerveys   answerde,    *  Ccrtes,    were   it 

gold, 
Or  in  a  i)oke  nobles  allc  untold,         3780 
Thou  sholdest  have,  as  I  am  trewe  smyth ; 
Ey,   Cristes  foo,  what  wol  ye  do  iher- 

wilh  ? ' 
*ThcT-{»f,'<iuo<i  Alwolon,  Mx:  as  l)e  may, 
I  shall  wel  telle  it  thee  to-morwe  day,' 
And  caughle  the  kultour  bythe  colde  stele. 
Ful  sofie  out  at  the  dore  he  gan  to  stele, 
And  wenle  unto  the  carpenteris  \v'al. 
He  co^heth  first,  and  knokketh  therwithal 
UiKin  the  wyndowe,  right  as  he  dide  cr. 
This  Alison  answerde,  *  WTio  is  ther, 
That  knokketh  so  ?     I  warante  it  a  theef.' 

i770.  rvV/Vfv/,  nicanhig  duublful — \\z%'ry  troi, 
(^;iinl>.  m  fry  tot. 

3771.  Xotc,  Si.  Ncot. 

3781.  rhoH  sholdest  krttff  H  Ye  sh'.il  hem 
have. 


'  Why  nay,'  quod  he,  *  God  woot,  my 

sweete  lecf, 
I  am  thyn  Absolon,  my  deerelyng. 
Of  gold,'  quod  he,  *  I  have  thee  brogfal 

a  r>Tig; 
My  mooder  yaf  it  me,  so  God  me  save : 
Ful  fyn  it  is,  and  therto  wel  y-grave ; 
This  wol  I  yeve  thee,  if  thou  me  kisse.' 
This  Nicholas  was  risen  for  to  pisse. 
And  thoughte  he  wolde  amenden  al  the 

jape,  3799 

He  sholde  kisse  his  ers,  er  that  he  scape ; 
And  up  the  wyndowe  dide  he  hastily, 
And  out  his  ers  he  putteth  piy\*ely, 
Over  the  buttok  to  the  haunche  bon. 
And    ther -with    spak    this    clerk,   this 

Absolon ; 
•Spek,  sweete  bryd,  I  noot  nat  where 

thou  art.' 
This  Nicholas  anon  leet  fle  a  finrt, 
As  greet  as  it  had  been  a  thonder  dent, 
That  with   the  strook  he  was  almoost 

y-blent ; 
And  he  was  redy  with  his  iren  hoot. 
And  Nicholas  amydde  the  ers  he  smoou 
Of  gooth  the  skyn,  an  hande  hndt 

a1x>ute,  3811 

The  hoote  kultour  brendc  so  his  toutc ; 
And  for  the  smcrt  he  wende  for  to  d)x. 
As  he  were  wood  for  wo  he  gan  to  cryx, 
*  Help,  water,  water,  help,  for  Goddes 

herte  ! ' 
This  carpenter  out  of  his  slomber  stertc, 
And  herde  tx>n  crien  *  water,'  as  be  were 

wood. 
And  thoughte,  *  Alias,  now  comth  Nowclis 

fl(XKl  ! ' 

He  sit  hym  up  withoutcn  wordcs  mo, 
And  with  his  ax  he  smoot  the  corde  atwo, 
^Vnd  doun  gooth  al ;  he  foond  neither  to 

selle,  3811 

Ne  breed  nc  ale,  til  he  cam  to  the  cellc 
\J]Mm  the  floor  and  ther  aswowne  be  lay. 

Up  stirte  hire  Alison  and  Nichoby, 
And  criden,  •  Out  and  harrow ! '  in  the 

strete. 
The  neighebores,  bothe  smale  and  grate, 
In  ronnen  for  to  gauren  on  this  man, 
That  yet  aswowne  lay,  bothe  pale  and  wan, 
^^  T  with  the  fal  he  brosten  luulde  his  arm. 
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1  (tvnile  he  moste  iiDto  his  owcnc  harm, 
f  vhon  he  spate  he  was  aaan  bore  doun 
iih  boxlc  Nicholas  uul  Alisoon.  say 
■jtj  lolden  ever/  man  Ihat  he  wu  wood, 
n  agkst  so  of  N'owclb  Antxl 
jh  bnlasici  thai  of  his  vnnytce 
had(l«  f-boghl  hfin  knedyng<tubbes 

twililc  hem  hnngol  in  ibc  rove  nhave ; 
tlut  he  prejrde  licm,  lar  Gudites  love, 
,  aincn  io  the  roof,  far  (empaigynt. 
The  folk  0UI  Isughcn  at  his  duits.'irc ; 
the  tool  thi;y  kiktn  and  they  gBpc. 
tMTiwd  al  his  harm  unlo  s  jape  ;  jSti 
«h>t-w  that  tbie  caipenler  answeide, 
fo(  noght,  no  man  his  rewn  herde ; 
dihci  grete  he  was  so  swom  ailoun. 
hold^  wood  in  nl  the  toun  ; 
cnrf  dctk  anoniight  heeU  with 
oothei; 
>*ydc,   '  TTic  man  was  womi,  my 
Iceve  bmiithei ' ; 
enrj  tviglit  gui  laughen  nf  this  siryf. 
iMTyrM  ms  Ihis  carpenleria  wyf, 
*1  Ui  fceprng  and  his  jaloiuye  :  jSji 
'  "     *      hath  kill  hir  nether  eye, 
<  U  scalded  in  the  towte  : 
i*  (loon,  anil  (liicl  save  al  the 


REEVE'S    TALE 

Tkt  fnifgt  ef  Iki  Rmti  TaU 

VK^a  folk  hudde  Ungbeti  si  this  nyce 

|AbKtIo(l  alk!  bende  Nicholas, 
n*  filik  tliven^ly  ihey  Kyde, 
■  Ik  (he  mooTc  poil  ihey  loughe  and 

■•t  thit  talc  1  sugh  no  man  hym  grcvc 
re  oonly  Osewald  the  Keve.   jUe 
ba  w»  tir  carpeniFtis  craft 
d  ifV  »  ill  hi*  heriF  v-Ufl. 
■|n  10  eracehe  ami  lilanicil  ll  n  lite. 
f  Sotbe^'  ipiaJ  he,  'fill  wcl  Icoude  1 
Ibeqllilc, 

i(  ■  [mmd  mill^rcs  cj-c,— 


If  ihai  tiie  lisle  speke  of  ribaudyc, — 
But  ik  am  ootd,  me  ILsi  nut  pley  for  agi 
Gras  lyme  is  doon,  my  fodder  is  no 

This  white  lope  writcth  niync  r.lde  yeti; 
Myn  hcrtc  is  also  mowled  as  niync  heri 
Bui  iF  I  fare  as  dooth  an  o)icnets ;  js 
That  ilke  fruyt  is  ever  lenger  the  wers 
Til  it  be  rolen  in  mullofc,  or  in  siree. 

•  We  olde  men,  I  drede.  so  far*  we : 
Til  we  be  roten  kan  we  nnl  \x  lypc. 
We  hoppen  ay  whil  thai  Ihe  world  hi 

pypc, 
For  in  oure  wyl  ther  stikcih  ever  a  ntiyl 
To  have  an  hoot  heed  and  a  grenc  layl. 
As  halh  u  leek ;  for,  thogh  mire  mj^l 

be  goun, 
Ourc  wyl  dcsireth  fbiie  ever  in  oon ;    38 
for  whan  we  may  nai  doon,  than  wol  v 

Vet  in  oure  asshen  olde  is  ^r  y-reke. 

Fouie  gleedes  ban  we,  whiche   I   sh 

Araunlyng,  liyng,  anger,  coveilise. 
Thise  foure  sparkles  longen  unlo  eelde. 
Oure  (AAi  lerais  mowewel  been  unwceld 
But  wyl  ne  shal  nat  &illcn,  Ihat  is  sooll 
And  yet  ik  have  olwey  n  cottes  loolh, 
As  many  a  yeer  as  it  Is  passed  henoe 
Syn  ihflt  my  lappe  of  lif  bigan  10  renni 
For  ukerly,  whan  I  was  bote,  anon    je 
Deelh  drough  the  lappe  of  lyf  and  lect 

g™>> 
And  ever  ^thc  hath  so  the  lappe  y-ronn 
Til  that  almoost  al  empty  is  the  tonne. 
The  slrcem  of  lyf  now  droppelh  on  ll 

chyrobc; 

The  sely  tonge  may  wcl  lynge  and  chyml 

Ofvrrecchedncssc  that  passed  is  fulyoori 

With  sMk  folk,  save  dotage,  ts  namooK 

Whan  Ihat  oure  Hoost  hadde  herd  th 

sermonyng, 
I  le  gan  to  speke  as  lordly  as  a  kyng.  » 
He  ftoAk:  'What  amountelh  al  this  wit 
What,  shol  we  speke  alday  of  hooly  wti 
The  devel  made  a  Revc  for  10  pteehe. 
Or  i>f  a  souterc  shipman  or  a  lechc. 

Ba!  if,  H  Bulyii 


jSii.  But  if,  H  Bulyit. 
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GROUP  A 


Suyf'irili  ihy  talc,  and  taricnat  ihctyme, — 
I-^i,  IX'ixjford,  and  it  is  half  wcy  prj'nie. 
1^1,  (irc-ncwych,  ther  many  a  shrcwe  is 

innc, 
It  were  al  lymc  thy  talc  to  higynnc' 
•  Now,  sires,'  qu(xl  this  Oscwold  the 

Keve,  3909 

•  I  pray  yt^w  alle  that  ye  nat  yow  grcvc, 
Tho^jh  I  answerc  and  somdcel  settc  his 

howve, 
KiiF  leveful  is,  with  force  force  of  show vc ; 
Thi>  dnrnkc  Millcrc  hath  y-tix)ld  us  heer 
Mow  that  Inj^yled  was  a  carixinteer, 
iVraventurc  in  scorn  for  I  am  oon  ; 
And,  l)yyr)urc  Icvc,  I  shal  him  quite  anoon. 
kij{hl  in  his  chcrlcs  tcrmes  wol  I  spekc  ; 
I  pray  to  (1(k1  his  nckkc  mrMe  hrekc. 
lie  kan  wcl  in  m)^!  eye  seen  a  stalkc, 
Hut  in  his  owcnc  he  kan  nat  seen  a  balkc.' 

Ilecre  biifynueth  Th€  RfZ'es  Talc 

At  Trumpynjjtoun,  nat  fer  fro  Cante- 

brigKc,  3921 

Ther  gooth  a  brook,  and  over  that  a  brigge, 
lJl)on  the  whiche  brcH^k  ther  stant  a  mclle ; 
And  this  is  verray  sooth  that  I  yow  tell. 
A  niillere  was  ther  dwell)Tige  many  a  day, 
As  «Miy  |>ec()k  he  was  proud  and  gay. 
I'ilHtn  hekoudeandfisshe,and  ncttt'sbcetc. 
And  turne  copptf.,  and  wx*l  wrastlc  and 

slieete  ; 
And  by  Ills  l>cll  he  Ixiar  a  long  panadc, 
And  of  a  swcrd  ful   trenchant  was  the 

blade.  3930 

^ilor  or  physician  as  a  reeve  take  to  preaching.' 
'  Ex  sutore  nauclcrus,'  'ex  sutore  raetficus,'  were 
proverbial  expressions. 

3906.  Z)<7V/0n/,  Deptford. 

3906.  hai/'U'ry  prynte,  7. 30  a.  M.  ;  H,  fassed 
p*-yme  ;  Pctwonh,  almoxt  prime. 

1910.  that  ye  nat  y(nu  grrve^  H  thai  noon  0/ 
you  hitn  ^iZ'C. 

391 1.  A<7TtTr,  cap  ;  for  the  phra.se  cp.  line  586. 

39x2.  o/t  i.f*.  off;  H-  to. 

The  Rn'cs  Tale  :^  probably  taken  by  Chaucer 
from  the  French  fabliau,  De  (jotnbert et  des  Deux 
Cicfs,  by  lean  de  Hove*,  with  hints  also  from 
another  fabliau  now  in  the  library  at  Berne,  in 
which  the  clerks  lodge  with  a  thieving  miller  and 
not  with  a  *  vilcin,'  as  in  Compert.  Cp.  also 
Ilorr.ncrio,  PiCttmeron,  D.  ix.  N.  6.  All  the 
liwral  colour  is  of  course  supplird  by  Chaucer 
hiin«^elf,  who  sets  off  tht-  Cambridge  clciks  and 
thi.-ir  miller  .1  gainst  the  Oxford  clerk  and  the 
cnrpcnliT. 


A  joly  poppere  baar  he  in  his  pouche, 
Ther  was  no  man,  for  peril,  dorste  hym 

touche ; 
A  ShefTeld  thwitel  baar  he  in  his  hose. 
Round  was  his  face,  and  camuse  was  his 

nose  ; 
As  piled  as  an  a)ie  was  his  skulle ; 
I  le  was  a  market-beterc  atte  fiille  ; 
Ther  dorste  no  wight  hand  upon  hym 

Icgge, 
That  he  ne  swoor  he  sholde  anon  abegge. 
A  thccf  he  was,  for  sothe,  of  com  and 

mele. 
And  that  a  sly  and  usaunt  for  to  stele.  3940 
I  f  is  name  was  hoote,  de3mou9,  Sjrmekyn. 
A  w)'f  he  hadde,  y-comen  of  noble  k}!!, — 
The  person  of  the  toun  hir  fader  was,— 
With  hire  he  yaf  fill  many  a  panne  of  bias 
For  that  Symkyn  sholde  in  his  blood  allye. 
She  was  y-fostred  in  a  nonneiye, 
For  Symkyn  wolde  no  wyf,  as  he  sayde, 
But  she  were  wel  y-norisscd  and  a  mayde. 
To  saven  his  estaat  of  yomanrye.        3949 
And  she  was  proud  and  peert  as  is  a  p)*^ 
A  ful  fair  sighte  was  it  upon  hem  two 
On  haly  dayes  ;  bifom  hire  wolde  he  go 
With  his  typet  y-bounde  about  his  heed ; 
And  she  cam  after  in  a  gyte  of  reed ; 
And  Symkyn  hadde  hosen  of  the  same. 
Ther  dorste  no   wight  clepen  hire  but 

*  Dame ' ; 
Was  noon  so  hardy  that  wente  by  the  weye 
That  with  hire  dorste  rage,  or  ones  pleye. 
But  if  he  wolde  be  sla3m  of  Symekjrn, 
With  panade,  or  with  knyf,  or  bcndekp; 
For  jalous  folk  ben  perilous  cvermo ;   9961 
Algate  they  wolde  hire  wyves  wenden  sa 
And  cck,  for  she  was  somdel  smoterlich, 
She  was  as  digne  as  water  in  a  dich. 
As  fid  of  hoker,  and  of  bisemare. 
Hir  thoughte  that  a  lady  sholde  hire  spare, 
What  for  hire  kynrcde  and  hir  noitelrie. 
That  she  hadde  lemed  in  the  nonnerie. 

3949.  e/»  H  ami. 

3953.  y-hounde^  E*  bounde^  dommdnt;  Henf.' 
it'ounden. 

3956.  c/e/en  kir§  hut  *  Dome*  H  eUpt  Mr 
hut  ^Madame  * ;  cp.  line  376. 

3957.  that  w^ntCy  H  tvaikyt^. 

3958.  ones^  H  tliet, 

3966.  a   lady  sholde   hire   spmrtf   H    imdyn 
tughten  hir  to  tparr^  i.e.  be  oonuderatc  to. 
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3969-403; 


A  lio^tcT  haddv  ihcy  Utwixe  heip  twi>, 

t%a,j  ytcf,  wiihouien  any  mo,     y)^^. 

■e  « tiiZA  thai  was  of  half  y^ti  nge : 

it  \aj,  ami  wu  >  propri  page. 

>c  th^e  Hndwcl  y-growcn  was, 

XK  nose,  and  ejen  greye  as  glas ; 

s  broilc,  and  bieitles  rminde  and 

|Bm  Hsbl  £ni  wu  hire  hirer,  I  wol  nat  lye. 
^P^Thia  person  of  the  toun,  forshewasfeir, 
to  maken  hiie  his  heir. 
It  of  lus  Calel  and  his  meauage,       yt^l) 
W  niadc  it  of  hit  mBiiagc. 
K[iD){i08  tns  {at  la  UslDWe  hire  hye 
^KHM  tnmhy  blood  of  aunccttye ; 
!   bouljr   diircba    good    moot    been 
V-         d^peiuleil 

'lis  hloud  ihal  Udescinded ; 
-r-  — vB^cbcmUchishoolybloodhonourc, 
'    IVi«gh   thai   he   hooly   diitthc   sholde 

i-*iA  irdkcnu  halli  this  niillcte,  oul  of 
^^^    doBie, 

^^Biiwbctcanil  niallufal  ihc  landnboule; 
^^BlMn^UdK,  Ihet  wua  greet  col legge, 
^Hl  depen  llic  So]«   Dalle  at   Canii!- 

^Kr  ns  hit   whcle  and  eck  hil  i>i»ll 
^■^     r-Crounde. 
^^■I«n  •  day  h  happed  in  ■  nouiKle, 
^^^bI»7  Ihc  maiinciple  on  a  inaladyc — 
^ffn»  •etiden  wisly  ihnt  he  sholdc  dye, — 
^1  ahich  this  millen-  stal  boihc  mclc 
an>l  cam 
=  -  -b  baedml  lyme  mik^tc  than  Ufom  : 
^^^  thn-tHiatn  lie  stal  but  curlcisly, 
^^Hflov  be  wu  a  thcc-f  outrageously  : 
^^Hwbidi  Uie  waidcyn  chidde  and  made 

^^Btba^nf  *eue  the  milleie  nni  a  uue : 

I  Iticcnktth  lioost,  and  mrontil  wasnal  so. 

TlaDne  were  ihel  yongc,  poutt  clerkcs 


^Umllt,  tlH  ball  (iih  ihc  »1>n,  n 
ill.  OM  of  tb*  iimJcDexar 


Tcatif  ihey  were,  and  lusty  for  to  pleyc 
And,  oonly  for  hire  myrthe  and  rci'clt)e 
ir[Jon  the  wQideyn  bisity  they  ctyc, 
To  yevc  hem  leve,  but  n  litel  slounde, 
To   goon   to   mille  and   seen   bit   con 

y-gronnde, 
And  hardily  they  doisle  leye  hit  nekke, 
The  millerc  sbold  nal  slele  hem  half  1 

or  com,  by  sleighte,  ne  by  force  hem  leve 
And  at  the  lasle  the  wardeyn  yaf  hem  leve 
John  h^hle  that  oon,  and  Alfyn  highli 

that  oother  ; 
Of  o  loun  wete  they  botn,  that  highli 

Sltothcr, 
Fer  in  the  North,  1  kan  nal  telle  wheti;. 

This  Aleyn  makcth  redy  si  his  gete. 
And  on  an  hots  the  sak  he  easte  anon. 
Fnrlh  golb  Ale]^  the  clerk,  and  also  John 
Wiih  go-xl  swetd  and  wifh  bokeler  b; 

John  knew  the  wey,  hem  nedede  no  gyJc 
And  at  the  millc  the  sak  adoun  he  laytli 
Aleyn    spak    first,    '  Al    hayl,    Symonil 

How  fetes  thy  faire  df^hlcr,  and  thy  wyf  ? 

'  Aleyn,  welcome,'  quod  Symkyn,  '  b; 

And  John  nls'i,  how  now?  what  do  yi 

'  Symonil,'  i|Uod  John,  '  by  God,  nedi 

Hym  boes   serve  hym-self  thai   has   ni 

Ot  elles  he  U  a  fool,  as  detkes  !ayn.  «» 
Cure  manciple,  I  hope  he  will  be  deed, 
Swa  weikes  ay  the  wangea  in  liis  heed  ; 
And  fbtihy  ii  I  come,  and  eek  .\layn, 
To  grynde  oure  com  and  catic  it  hnn 

agayn. 
I  jiray  yow  spede  us  heylhen  Ihol  ye  may. 

'  It  shal  be  doon,'  quod  Symkyn,  '  bi 
my  fey  t 
Wlint  wol  ye  doon,  whil  thai  ii  is  inhande  ? 

'  By  God,  tight  by  the  ho|>ut  wil  1  iilande. 
Quod  John,  'and  «c  how  that  the  coin 


4O38'4i0i 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES 


Yol  sirngli  I  never,  \if  my  fiider  kyn, 
IIiiw  thai  the  hopur  wagfics  til  and  fiu.' 
AlcynanawiTtle,  'John,  and  willow  swa? 
Tliannc  wil  I  be  byncthe,  by  my  ctoiin  ' 
And  se  how  ihat  the  mele  fallia  doun 
Into  Ihe  IrDugh, — thai  sal  be  my  disporl ; 
Kotjohn,  y.fiuth,  I  may  been  of  yourc 

I  is  as  ilie  a  millcre  as  aie  ye.' 
This  millere  smylcd  of  hir  nyeelcc. 

Anil  ihf^hlo,  'Al  this  nys  doon  Imt  for 

nwyk; 
Tbej'  weni-  ihnt  no  man  may  hem  bigilc  ; 
Hiu  by  my  thrift  yet  fihal  I  lilete  hir  L^ye, 
Kit  at  tlic  sidglile  in  hir  philosophyc.  4050 
Tlic   raoori-   qucynle   crekOs    (hat    they 

make. 
Tile  nioote  wol  I  stele  whan  I  take. 
in  sti<lc  cif  flour  yet  woE  I  yeve  hem  liren ; 
The  grellcsle  clerkes  been  nt^ht  wisest 

Aiwhitom  111  Ihe  wolf  thus  spak  the  mare; 
<.lf  al  hir  art  ne  counle  I  noght  a  tare' 
Out  at  the  dore  he  QXiCa  ful  pryrely, 
Whan  ih.it  he  saugh  his  tyme  sofiely. 
lie  I'Mikeihupand  donn  til  he  hath  foundc 
The  clerkijs  hots,  ther  as  it  stood  y-liounde 
Bihynrle  the  mille,  imder  a  Icvesel,  4061 
And  to  the  liors  he  goih  hym  faire  and 

He  sfrfpelh  of  the  biydel  right  anon, 
AndH']ianlhehurswaslaus,hcgynnelhgon 
ToBurii  the  fen,  titer  wilde  mares  renne, — 
Korlh  with  '  Weliec  ! '  ihiirRh  IhiUkt  nn.l 
ihiirgh  Ihcnne. 
This  millere  yi«lh  aRayn,  no  word  he 


Tim  doo 


seyde, 


ic  and  Willi  the  dcrkes 


1^..  imiMpf,  H  imybtk/er. 

(oji.  i-itkri,  Hkumtkti. 

40Si.  ^nv.  H  Hitlr. 

^Xi.  At  iMImb,  tic.  'The  fCorTBltudHl  to 
ii  icld  of  a  Mule  In  Cnl.  VOt-.  Ail.  No.  gi. 
The  Mule  prcundi.  (hii  hi4  Dine  is  irriiten  upDii 
i1i<-  Inanm  of  1il<  hinJ^oot.  The  Wolf  altnuDt- 
ing  to  tcad  il»  the  Unlv  ^wf  him  a  kieic  on  the 
fMnhcail  and  kill4  liim.    I'pnn  whidi  the  Fox, 

7„Z,..    »u  Ji4W0'(Tyn'hU4    A  varinnl  of 
In  Rfrnani  lit  fox. 


i   fiun   nnd  wecl 


/,  H  nr 


1.  Hl7 


Til   ttuiC   hir   con 

y-grounde ; 
And    whiui    the    mele    is    ukked   and 

y.bounde,  4070 

This  John  goth  oat,  and  fynl  hi*  hon  away. 
And  gao  lo  crie,  '  Harrow  ! '  and,  'Weyl- 

Oute  hots  is  lorn ;  Alayn,forGoddeslanci 
Stepeonlhyfeet;  com  out,  maii,alatuies! 
Alias,  our  wardeyn  has  his  palfrey  lom ! ' 
Thut  Aleyn  al  fotgat,  bothe  mete  and  com ; 
Al  was  out  of  his  mynde  his  honsbondric. 
'  What,  whilk  way  ii  he  geeo  ? '  be  Rin 

Thcwyfcamlefvi^  inward  wiiharen; 

She  seyde,   'Alias,  yourc   hots  goth  to 

Ihc  fen  4afe 

With  wilde  mares,  as  Ikste  as  he  may  go ; 

Unthank  come  on  his  hand  Ihat  hootd 

And  be  thai  bettre  sholde  han  ktiyt  the 

'  Alias,'  quod  John,  '  Aleyn,  for  Ctistct 

peyne, 
I^y  doun  thy  swerd,  and  I  wit  myn  alswi. 
I  is  ful  wight,  God  waal,  as  is  a  raa  ; 
By  Goddes  herte  !   he  sal  nat  scape  ns 

l»lhe. 

Why  nadsiow  pit  the  caput  in  the  talheP 

Il-hay1,  liy  (iod,  Aleyn,  Ihou  is  a  fbnne,' 

Thise  scly  clerkcs  han  fill  liute  y-ronne 

Toward  the  fen,  bolhe  Aleyn   and  eel 

John ;  (ofi 

And  whan  the  millere  saogh   that  Ihef 

were  gon. 
He  half  a  Imsshel  of  hir  flonr  halh  take, 
And  had  his  wyf  go  knede  it  in  a  cake. 
Heseyde, 'I  trowe  theclerkeswereaferd; 
Vet  kan  a  millere  make  a  clerkes  berd, 
Foralhisart;  nowlat  hem  goon  hirweyel 
I>i  wher  they  goon ;  ye,  lal  the  childra 

plej-e; 
They  gele  hym   nat  no   tightly,  by  my 


J' 


^it(]r  thoa,  : 


shal  kepe  him 


^^^■(tiartl}',  lil  thai  i[  was  vemif  nyglil, 
^^^■f  Vxndi  lui.  though  ihcy  didc  al  hir 

■■■  rapnl  cacchc,  he  rati  kIhti^  so  ftuic, 

I    n  in  a  iljrch  ibry  caitghtif  hym  allc  lasle. 

Wtij  "ml  weel,  as  hcKSt  is  in  Ihe  reyn, 

'' -tilth  >cly  John,  nnd  with  him  comtli 

Alcrn. 

icl'  quad  John,  'the  day  that  I  was 

■  BnBcdfyirc  lil  hclhynganil  lil  scota ; 

,  men  wit  us  ffwies  callc, 

i  Ihe  wudeyD  and  oute  ieixtits  alli^, 

"y  the  milkrc,  wcylaway  1 ' 

«  plcyncth  John,  as  he  goolh  by 

d  (hemSle,  and  Bayard  iiihkhond. 
■  TV  Billeri:  iillynge  by  the  fyr  he  find,- — 
•  a  it  mu  nyghl  and  tbither  myghte  they 

■  e  love  of  God  they  hym  bisoght 
«  and  of  «se,  as  for  hii  peny, 
etc  uydc  agayn,  "  If  thcr  be 

It  u,  yet  shai  yc  have  yonre  port ; 
'  I.  Iiul  ye  han  lemed  art, 
« lijr  arRumento  aiakc  a  place 
nod  nf  Cnrenly  foul  of  space. 
V  if  IhU  |>lHre  may  aufiise, 
il  nn-m  with  s|icehe,  as  is  youre 

>,  Symoodt'seydcjohn,  'by  Scint 
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\e  chambre  hem  made 


tweh-e 

His  doghlcr  hadde  a  bed  al  by  hir-selve 
kighl  in  the  same  chambre  by  and  by  ; 
Il  myghtc  be  no  bet,  and  cause  why  ? 
Ther  was  no  roumer  herberwe  in  Ihe  pJaci 
Theysoupen,andtlieyspekehcm  tosolact 
And  drynken  ever  strong  ale  nttc  beste. 
AhfHile  mydnyghl  wcnie  Ihey  to  teste. 
Wei  hath  lhL<j  millets  vcmysshed  h: 
heed :  ^.. 

Ful  pale  be  was  fot-dronken,  and  nat  icei 
IIeyeiieth,Bndhe5peketh  thutgh  thetiosi 
A?  he  were  on  the  quaklrc  oi  on  Ihe  pow 
To  bedde  he  golh,  and  with  hym  gol 

As  any  jay  she  l^ht  was  and  jolyf ; 
Sii  was  hir  joly  whistle  wel  y-wet ; 
The  ciadel  at  hii  beddes  feet  is  set, 
Torokken,and  loyeve  the  child  losowkc 
And  whan  that  dronken  al  was  in  ih 

To  bedde  went  the  di^hier  right  anon  : 
To  hedde  wente  Alej-n,  and  also  John  ; 
Thetiutsnamoore;  hem  neededenodwak 
This  millere  hath  so  wisely  lubbi-d  ale 
ThnI  as  an  hors  he  snortelh  in  his  sleepc 
Ne  of  his  layl  blhynde  he  look  no  kec|>e 
His  wyf  bar  him  a  burdon,  a  fill  strong, 
Menmyghtehirrowlyne  heerci  wo  furlong 
The  wenehc  rowteth  eek,  for eontpaignjn 
Aieyn  the  clerk,  that  herd  this  melodyi 
He  poked  John,  and  seyde,  '  Slepeslow 
Ilerdistow  ever  slyk  a  ganger  now?  «i; 
lil,  whilk  a  compline  is  y.mel  hem  alle 
A  vritdc  fyi  upon  thoir  bcidyesGUle  ! 
Wha  hetkned  evra  slyk  a  ferly  thyng? 
Ye,  Ihey  sal  have  ihe  flour  of  il  endyllg 
This  langc  nyghl  thcr  lydcs  tne  na  rests 
But  yet,  tiafors  ;  al  sal  be  lor  the  heste, 
Koi,  John,'  seyde  he,  'als  ever  mot 
I  Ihryve, 
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C.ROUr  A 


If  that  I  may,  yon  wenche  wil  I  swyve. 
Som  cscnient  has  lawc  y-shajxjn  us  ;  4179 
For,  John,  ther  is  a  lawc  that  says  thus, 
That  gif  a  man  in  a  point  be  y-greve<l. 
That  in  another  he  sal  be  releved. 
Oure  corn  is  stoln,  sothly  it  is  na  nay, 
And  we  han  had  an  il  fit  a1  this  day  ; 
And  syn  I  sal  have  necn  amcndcmcnt 
Agayn  my  los,  I  wil  have  csemcnt. 
By  G(xldes  side  !  it  sal  necn  other  bee.' 

This  John  answerde,  *  Ala)'n,  a\7se  thee ; 
The  millere  is  a  jjerilous  man,'  he  seydc, 

*  And  j^if  that  he  out  of  his  sleepe  abreyde. 
He  mightc  doon  us  Ixithe  a  nleynye.'  4191 

Aloyn  answerde,  *  I  count  h)Tn  nat  a  flyc. ' 
And  up  he  rist,  and  by  the  wenche  he 

crepte. 
This  wenche  lay  uprighte,  and  faste  slcpte 
Til  he  so  ny  was,  er  she  myghte  espie, 
That  it  had  lx»en  to  late  for  to  crie  ; 
And,  shortly  f«)r  to  sc)!!,  they  were  at  on. 
Now  ploy,  Aloyn,  for  I  wol  sjteke  of  John. 

This  John  lith  stillea  furlong  weyor  two, 
And  to  hynisclf  he  maketh  routhe  and  wo ; 

*  Alias  I '  quixl  he,  *  this  Is  a  wikked  jape  ; 
Now  may  I  se)Ti  that  I  Is  but  an  ape  ; 
Vet  has  my  felawesomwhat  for  hisharm, — 
He  has  the  millcris  di>ghter  in  his  arm. 
He  auntred  hym,  and  has  his  nedos  spe<l, 
And  I  lye  as  a  draf  sak  in  my  bed  ; 

And  when  this  jape  Is  tald  another  day, 
I  sal  been  hal<le  a  daf,  a  cokenjiy. 
I  wil  arise  and  aunt  re  il,  by  my  fayth  ; 
**  Unhardy  is  unseely,"  thus  men  sayth.* 
And  \\\i  he  nxis  antl  softely  he  wente    421  r 
Unto  tlie  cradcl,  and  in  his  haml  it  hente, 
And  Ijaar  it  .st>fie  unto  his  IxMldc-s  feet. 

S«Kineafter  thisthe  w)'f  hir  rowtyng  leet, 
And  gan  awake  and  wente  hireout  to  piNse, 
And  cam  agayn,  and  gan  hir  cradel  mysse. 
And  groiKtl  heer  and  ther,  but  she  ftxmd 

noon. 
'  Alias  I '  quwl   she,    '  I    ha<lde   almoost 

mysgoon  ; 
I  hadde  almoost  go<m  to  the  clerkil-s  Ixxl. 
Kv,    hfut'dicite  I    thanne    hadde    I    foule 

y-sjXK:!.'  4270 

41?!.   %othly,  F."  shortly. 
4iyO.   rirvt  H  white. 

A^r^s.  hi-  ntakcth  rottfhe  amftva,  11  comf'hynfd 
0/ hit  tvo. 


And  forth  she  goolh  til  .she  the  cradel  fond: 
She  grojxjth  alwcy  forthcr  with  hir  hiin«l. 
And  foond  the  bed  and  thoghte  noght 

but  good, 
By-cause  that  the  cradel  by  it  stood, 
And  nyste  wher  she  was,  for  it  was  derk, 
But  faire  and  wel  she  creepe  into  the  clerk ; 
And  lith  fill  stillc  and  wolde  han  caught 

a  sleepe. 
Withinne  a  while  this  John  the  clerk  up 

leepe,  4228 

And  on  this  goode  w)'f  he  leith  on  soore ; 
So  myrie  a  fit  ne  hadde  she  nat  iiil  yoore; 
He  priketh  hardeand  soore  asheweremad. 
This  joly  lyf  han  thise  two  clerkes  lad, 
Til  that  the  thridde  cok  bigan  to  synge. 

Aleyn  wax  wery  in  the  dawenynge. 
For  he  had  swonken  al  the  longe  n)'ght ; 
And  seydc,  '  Fare  weel,  Malyne,  sweetc 

wight. 
The  day  is  come,  I  may  no  lengcr  byde ; 
But  evermo,  wher  so  I  go  or  ryde, 
I  Is  thyn  awen  clerk,  swa  have  I  sceL* 
*  Now,  deere  lemman,*  quod  she,  'go, 

fareweel  !  4240 

But,  er  thow  go,  o  thyng  I  wol  thee  telle; 
Whan  that  thou  wendcst  homward  by  the 

melle, 
Right  at  the  entree  of  the  dore  faihynde. 
Thou  shalt  a  cake  of  half  a  busshel  fynde. 
That  was  y-makcd  of  thyn  owene  mele, 
Which  that  I  heel{)e  my  fader  for  to  stele ; 
.\nd,  g<xxle  lemman,  God  thee  save  awl 

kepc  !* 
And  with  that  wonl  almoost  she  gan  to 

we|Te. 
Aleyn  up  rist  and  though te,  '  Er  that 

it  dawe, 
I  wol  go  crepcn  in  by  my  felawe  * ;    4150 
And  fond  the  cradel  with  his  hand  anoa 
*  By  (iod!'    thoughte  he,    <al  wrang  I 

have  myi^n  ; 
Myn  heed  is  toty  of  my  swynk  to  nyght. 
That  maketh  me  that  I  go  nat  aright ; 
I  woot  wel  by  the  cradel  I  ha\'e  mysgo ; 
I  f cere  lith  the  millere  and  his  wyf  alsa' 
And  forth  he  goth,  a  t^*enty  devel  way, 
Unto  the  IhxI  ther  as  the  millere  lay. 

4375.  An  J  nytft^  H  Xmi  kntnymf, 

4231.   *€H»/ V.   l! 6  ifftff. 


5S 


i;roitp  a 


COOK'S  TALE 


4259-4325 


He  wende  have  cropen  by  his  felawe  John, 
.\n«l  by  the  millere  in  he  crejxi  anon,  4260 
And  caughte  hym  by  the  nekke,  and  softe 

he  spak  ; 
He   seyde,    'Thou   John,  thou  swynes- 

heed,  awak, 
For  Cristes  saulc,  and  hcer  a  noble  game ; 
Fr>r  by  that  lord  that  called  is  seint  Jamc, 
.\s  I  have  thries  in  this  shorte  nyght 
Swyved  the  milleres  doghter  bolt  upright, 
Whil  thow  hast  as  a  coward  been  agast.' 
•  Ve,  false  harlot,  'quotl  the  millere,  *  hast  ? 
A  :  false  traitour  !  false  clerk  ! '  quod  he, 
*Thow  .shalt  be  deed,  by  Goddcs  dignitce ! 
Who  dorste  be  so  boold  to  disi^arage    4271 
My  doghter,  that  is  comeof  swich  lynage?' 
And  by  the  throte-boUe  he  caughte  Alayn ; 
And  he  hente  hym  despitously  agayn, 
And  on  the  nose  he  smoot  hym  with  his 

fest. 
D(>un  ran  the  blody  streem  upon  his  brest, 
And  in  the  floor,  wlh  nose  and  mouth 

to-broke. 
They  walwe  as  doon  two  pigges  in  a  poke ; 
And  up  they  goon  and  doun  agayn  anon, 
TO  that  the  millere  sporncd  at  a  stoon, 
And  doun  he  fil  bakward  u(X)n  his  \%7f, 
That  wistc  no  thyng  of  this  nycc  strj'f ; 
For  she  was  fallc  aslepe  a  lite  wight 
With  John  the  clerk,  that  waked  hadde 

al  n3rght ; 
.\nd  with  the  fel  out  of  hir  sleepe  she 

breyde. 

•  Help,  hooly  croys  of  Bromcholm,*  she 

seyde, 

*  In  mantis  tuaSy  Lord,  to  thee  I  calle  ! 
Awak,  Symond  !  the  fecnd  is  on  us  falle  ! 
Myn  hcrtc  Is  broken  !  help  !  I  nam  but 

deed  ! 
Ther  Ij^h  con  upon  my  wombe  and  on 

myn  heed.  4290 

Helpe,  Symkyn,  for  the  false  clerk es  fighte  I ' 

This  John  stirtc  up,  as  soone  as  ever 

he  myghte, 
And  giaspeth  by  the  walles  to  and  fro 

4964.  ealUd,  H  cUfed, 
4779.  ranck^  H  hik. 

4279.  agayn^  H  ikey  g0<m. 

4280.  t/omed^  H  stumbUJ. 

4236.  hrvmeholmt  a  Norfolk  priory. 
4283.  is  »n  tis/ailft  H  ii  in  tki  halU. 


To  fynde  a  staf,  and  she  stirte  up  also, 
And  kncwe  the  estrcs  bet  than  dide  this 

John, 
And  by  the  wal  a  staf  she  foond  anon, 
An«l  saugh  a  litel  shymerj'ng  of  a  light, 
For  at  an  hole  in  shoon  the  m(K)nc  bright ; 
And  by  that  light  she  saugh  hem  bothc  t\No, 
But  sikerly  she  nyste  who  was  who  ;    4>x> 
But  as  she  saugh  a  whit  thyng  in  hir  eye  : 
And  whan  she  gan  the  white  thyng  espye, 
She   wende   the   clerk    hadde    wered    a 

volupeer. 
And  with  the  staf  she  drough  ay  neer 

and  neer 
And  wende  ban  hit  this  Aleyn  at  the  fuUe ; 
And  smo<^l  the  millere  on  the  ]^ylcd  skulle, 
And  doun  he  gooth,  and  cride,  *  Harmw  ! 

I  dye  ! ' 
Thise  clerkcs  l)eete  h)Tn  wccl  and  letc 

hym  lye. 
And  greythen  hem,  and  tookc  hir  hors  anon, 
And  eek  hire  mele,  and  on  hir  wcy  they 

gon,  4  no 

And  at  the  millc  yet  they  tooke  hir  cake 
Of  half  a  busshcl  flour  ful  wcl  y-bakc. 

Thus  is  tlie  proude  millere  wcl  y-btte, 
And  hath  y-lost  thegryndyngc  of  the  w  hetc, 
And  payed  for  the  soper  cveridecl 
Of  Aleyn  and  of  John,  that  bet  te  hym  wtrcl ; 
His  w}'f  is  swyved,  and  his  doglitcr  :ils. 
I^  !  swich  it  is  a  millere  to  be  fals  : 
And  therforethis  prove rbe is seyd  fulsootli, 
*  I  lym  thar  nat  wenc  wel  that  yvelc  dooth,' 
A  gylour  shal  hymself  big)'lcd  be, —    4321 
And  God,  that  sitteth  heighe  in  Trinitec, 
Save  al  this  comi^^ignye,  grete  and  sniale. 
Thus  have  I  quyt  the  Millere  in  my  talc. 


COOK\S  TALE 

The  prolog  of  the  Cokes  Talc 

The  Cook  of  I^ndoun,  wliil  ilie  Revc 
spak, 

4296.  a  staf  she  foond y  H  sche  took  a  staf. 

4297.  shymeryng^  W.  glymeryng. 
4304.  ay,  H  hir. 

4309.  gy-cythcn^  equip;  W grcyth  hciti  -vf/. 

4310.  on  hir  ivey,  H  hootn  anon. 

4311.  at  the  inii/e  yet,  H  at  tht  mUhn  dott. 
^yii.   Trinitety  H*  Magettee. 
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BW  joye  him  ihoughte  he  ckwd  him  on 
■^  the  bak ; 

L,  ha! '  quod  he,  'for  Cristes  pnssioun 
is  millerc  h^dde  a  sharpe  conclusinUQ 
Ppon  his  a^ment  of  hcrbei^gc  ; 
kTel  seydt  Salomon,  in  his  Innga^rc.    ij^d 
P'Nebryngenai  every  maniniothynhous," 
P«  herbtirwynge  by  nyghle  k  perilous. 
Wei  oijhic  ■  man  avysiki  for  to  be 
^Vboni  thai  he  bmghle  into  his  pryvetec. 
iXpny  lo  God,  soyevc  me  sorweind  care, 
1B  ever,  wllhe  I  lUghtc  Hoggc  of  Ware, 
(terde  1  a  millcre  belire  y-sei  a  weik ; 
He  hadde  a  jape  of  malice  in  the  derk. 
Bui  God  fnrbede  that  wc  stynle  heere. 
And  thcrfore  if  ye  vouche-sauf  to  heere 
A  tale  of  me,  that  am  a  poute  man,  m' 
1  wol  yow  Idle,  as  wel  as  ever  I  kan, 
A  litcl  jape  that  HI  in  oure  ciiee.* 

Oure  Hoost  answfrde  and  seide,  '  I 
graunte  it  thee ; 

Now  telle  on,  Roger,  looke  thtt  it  be  good : 
For  many  a  pastee  hostow  laten  blood. 
And  monya  jakke  of  Dovere  haitow  soold, 
That  hath  been  twi^hoot  andtwiescoold : 
Of  many  a  pilgiym  hastow  Criites  curs, 
For   of  thy   percely  yet   they  fare   the 

It  ihey  han  eten  with  thy  slubliel  goos ; 
E^»  in  ihy  shoppe  is  many  n  llye  loos. 
"'ow  telle  on,  genlil  Roger  by  ihy  name. 
«I  yet  1  pray  thee  be  nat  wroth  for  gnnic, 
n  may  scye  ful  woth  in  eame  anil 
pley.' 
'Thou  neiat  ful  soolh,"  quwl  Roger, 
•  by  my  fey  ! 
"iooih   p!ey  qunad   pley,"  as   the 
Klemyng  seith ; 
d  theribre,  Hcrry  Badly,  by  ihy  felth, 
Lhou  nat  wnwth,  et  we  departen  heer 
Dugh  ihnl  my  tale  be  of  an  hoslileer  : 
It  nalhelees  I  wol  nat  telle  it  yit ;  43«i 
ntn  we  parte,  y-wif,  thou  shall  be  quit.' 
td  therwitha]  he  tough  and  nude  eheerc, 
d  seyde  his  lale,  as  ye  shul  after  heeie. 

itmt  mt  rtrtM,  II  w  nfmj  itdf, 
;j^Th  ■  jmkkt  ^  i>AVH,  ^mJ  in  lit  *  a  sea.- 


Htfrt  bigynntlh  Til  CeeJta  Tali 
A  prentys  whilom  dwelled  in  oureciiei 
And  of  &  craft  of  vitailliers  was  hee. 
GaJllard  he  was  as  goldfynch  In  Iheshawe 
Uroun  as  a  beiye,  a  propre  short  fctam 
With  lokki-s  blaltc,  y-kcmpd  ful  k\:-h 
Dauncen  he  koude  to  wel  and  jolil) ,   , 
That  he  was  clepcd  Petkyn  Rereli'i.i 
Me  was  as  ful  of  love  and  paramoiii 
As  is  the  hyve  lul  of  hony  sweele. 
Wel  was  the  wenchO  with  hym  mjj 

At  every  biidale  Wilde  he  syngeandli  .i 
lie  loved  bet  the  laveme  than  the  <t.'  [ 
For  whan  thcranyridyng  was  in  (.' 
Out  of  the  shoppe  thider  wolrle  he  1 
Til  that  he  hadde  al  the  sighlt  ^•■•■■:\  ■■ 
And  dauneed  wel,   he  wolde  nai   . 

agcj-n; 
And  gadercd  hym  a  meynee  of  hii  -  i 
To  hoppe  and  .'yngc  and  miiken   - 

And    ther    they   setten   stevene   I'l 

meete. 
To  pleyen  at  the  dys  in  swich  a  sli< 
For  in  the  toun  nc  was  ther  no  pn.nL> 
That  &ircr  koude  caste  a  paiie  of  ili 
Than  Perkyn  koiide,  and  thcila  li< 

Of  his  dispense,  in  place  of  pryW  k  . 
Thai  fond  Ms  majsler  wel  in  his  cli  < ! 
For  oden  tymc  he  fnond  his  Lux  ful  I 
For  sikerly  a  prentj-s  revelour. 
That  haunteth  dj-s,  riot,  or  p■ntml.^L:r. 
Hb  maister  shal  it  in  his  shoppe  jiI\ 
Al  hare  he  no  part  of  the  niyntlral' '. 
For  Ihefle  and  riot  they  been  convii  i 
Al  konnc  he  pleye  on  gylcmc  or  nt' 
Revel  and  trouthc,  as  in  a  lowe  dt;;: 
They  tieen  till   wtothe  al  day,  u.-   i 

This joly  prenlys  with  his  moisItT  I 
Til  he  were  ny  out  of  his  prenlisb'" 
Al  were  he  snybbcd  bothe  eriy  bii<I 
And  somtymc  lad  with  revel  to  Nc«  tv 
But  alte  lasle  his  maislcr  hyra  Iriihi-i-: 
tjTO.  Jt/lfy,  H  fraMj, 
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Upon  a  day,  whan  he  his  papir  soghte, 
Of  a  proverbe  that  seith  this  same  word, 
'  Wcl  bet  is  roten  appui  out  of  hoord, 
Than  that  it  rotie  al  the  remenaunt.' 
So  £ureth  it  by  a  riotous  servaunt, 
It  is  wel  lasse  harm  to  lete  hym  pace 
Than  he  shende  alle  the  servauntz  in  the 

plac^.  4410 

Theribre  his  maister  yaf  hym  acquit  ance, 
And  bad  hym  go  with  sorwc  and  with 

meschance ; 
.\nd  thus  this  joly  prentys  hadde  his  love. 
Now  lat  him  note  al  the  nj'ght  or  leve. 
And    for  ther   is    no    theef  withoute    a 

lowke, 
That  helpeth  hym  to  wasten  and  to  sowkc, 


Of  that  he  brybe  kan  or  borwe  may, 
Anon  he  sente  his  bed  and  his  array 
Unto  a  compier  of  his  owene  sort,      4419 
That  lovede  dys,  and  revel  and  disport, 
And  hadde  a  wyf  that  heeld  for  contenance 
A   shoppe,    and   swyved   for   hir   suste- 
nance .   .   . 

Of  this  Cokes  TaU  maked  Chaucer 
tta  more 

4422.  0/ this  Cokes  iale^  etc.,  from  Hcngwrt 
MS.  In  many  MSS.  here  follows  the  I'ale  of 
Gramelyn,  which  Chaucer  probably  meant  to  re- 
write and  assign  to  the  Yeoman;  but  the  tale,  as 
it  stands,  is  none  of  Chaucer's,  and  is  therefore 
not  printed  here.  The  rest  of  the  tales  supposed 
to  be  told  on  the  first  day  of  the  Pilgrimage  are 
lacking,  and,  almost  certainly,  were  never  written. 


TALES    OF   THE    SECOND    DAY 

GROUP    B 


The  wordcs  of  the  Hoost  to  the 
amipaigtiye 

OuRE    Hoste    saugh    wel    that    the 

brightc  Sonne 
The  ark  of  his  artificial  day  hath  ronne 
The  ferthc  part,  and  half  an  houre  and 

moore. 
And  though  he  were  nat  depe  experte  in 

loore, 
He  wiste  it  was  the  eight etethe  day 
Of  Aprill,  that  is  messager  to  May ; 
And  saugh  wel  that  the  shadwe  of  every 

tree 
Was,  as  in  lengthe,  the  same  quantitee 
That  was  the  body  erect  that  caused  it ; 
And  theffore  by  the  shadwe  he  took  his 

wit  10 

That  Phcbus,  which  that  shoon  so  clerc 

and  brightc. 


2.  kis  ariijicial  dav^  i.e.  between  sunrise  and 
soioet  as  opposed  to  the  day  of  24  hours. 

y  TkeJ^rtJke^ri,  etc.  On  April  i8tb  {April 
afilh  of  tM  reiormed  calendar)  the  sun  would  have 
^^TfttnplJThnf  the  fourth  pout  of  his  day's  journey 
ai  aao  A.M.,  leaving  40  minutes,  or  *half-an-hour 
and  BBorc/  to  10  o'clock. 

4.  tJcUrtt.  om.  H  ;  y-tttrt^  E«. 

1 1,  curtt  H/air, 


o 


Degrees  was  fyve  and  fourty  clonibe  cm 

highte ; 
And  for  that  day,  as  in  that  latitude, 
It  was  ten  of  the  clokke,  he  gan  conclude ; 
And  sodeynly  he  plighte  his  hors  aboutc. 

*  Lordynges,'  quod  he,  *I  warne  yow, 

al  this  route, 
The  fourthe  party  of  this  day  is  ^on. 
Now  for  the  love  of  God  and  of  Seinl  John, 
Leseth  no  tymc,  as  ferforth  as  yc  may. 
Lordynges,  the  tyme  wasteth  nyght  and 

day 
And    stcleth    from    us, — what    pryvcly 

slepynge, 
And   what    thurgh   necligencc    in    ourc 

wakynge, — 
As  dooth  the  streem  that  tumeth  never 

agayn, 
Descendynge  fro  themontaignc  into  playn. 

*  Wel  kan  Senec,  artd  many  a  philo- 

sophre, 
Biwaillcn  tyme  nioore  than  gold  in  cofie  ; 
For  "  losse  of  catel  may  recovered  be, 

12.  Degrees,  etc.  The  sun  attained  this  altitude 
exactly  at  9.58. 

20.  f/te  tyme,  etc.  Imitated  from  the  Kotttan 
de  la  Rose,  cp.  the  English  translation,  U.  7,^ 
sqq. 
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liut  lussc  of  tynie  shendeth  us,"  qucxl  he  ; 
It  wol  nat  come  agayn,  withouten  dredc, 
Niinioorc  than  wole  Malkynes  maydcn- 

hede,  30 

Whan  she  hath  lost  it  in  hir  wantow- 

nessc ; 
l^it  us  nat  mowlcn  thus  in  ydelnesse. 

*  Sire  Man  of  Lawe,*  quod  he,  *  so  have 

ye  hlis, 
Telle  us  a  tale  anon,  as  forward  is ; 
Ye   been    submytled    tliurgh  yourc   free 

assent 
To  stonden  in  this  cas  at  my  juggement. 
Acquiteth  yow  andholdeth  youre  biheeste, 
Thannc  have  ye  doon  youre  devoir  atte 

lecste.' 
*IIosto,*   quod   he,    *  lUpardiettx   ich 

assente  ; 
To  brekc  ft )r ward  is  nat  myn  entente.    40 
Biheste  is  dette,  and  I  wole  holde  fayn 
Al  my  biheste,  I  kan  no  bettre  sayn  ; 
I'^or  swich  lawe  as  man  yeveth  another 

wijjht 
1  le  sholde  hym-selven  usen  it  by  right ; 
Thus  wole  oure  text ;  but  nalheless  certeyn 
I  kan  right  now  no  thrifty  tale  seyn, 
But  Chaucer,  thogh  he  kan  but  lewcdly, 
On  metres  and  on  rymyng  craftily, 
Hath  seyd  hem,  in  swich  Englissh  as  he 

kan, 
Of  oldc  tyme,  as  knowcth  many  a  man.  50 
And   if  he  have  noght  seyd  hem,  leve 

brother, 
In  0  l)0(jk,  he  hath  sey<l  hem  in  another. 
F«>r  he  hath  toold  of  loveris  up  and  doun 
Mo  than  Ovide  made  of  mencioun 
In  his  ICpistcllcs,  that  been  ful  olde. 
What  sholde  I  tellen  hem,  syn  they  l^en 

toldc  ? 

*  In    youihe   he   made    of   Ceys   and 

Alcione, 
And  sit  lien  hath  he  six>ken  of  everichonc 
Thise  noble  wyvcs  ami  thLse  loveris  eke. 
Wlio  so  that  wole  his  large  volume  seke, 

S7.  o/Ccy^  **<'  AlcioHf^  the  story  of  Ccyx  and 
Alcyone,  from  Ovi»l,  Metam.  bk.  xi.  It  forms 
ihe  subject  of  11.  63*220  of  Chaucer's  Book  of  the 
Purhfsxe,  which  may  have  l>een  originally  an 
independent  poem,  fhc  Ft>ok  0/  ike  Ducktxse 
w.-K.  written  in  1368,  when  Chaucer  was  nearly 
thirty. 


Cleped  the  Seintes  Legende  of  Cupidc, 
Ther  may  he  seen  the  large  woundcs  wyde 
Of  Lucresse  and  of  Babilan  Tesliee ; 
The  swcrd  of  Dido  for  the  false  Enec ; 
The  tree  of  Phillis  for  hire  Dcmophon ; 
The  pleinte  of  Dianire  and  of  Hermyon : 
Of  Adrianc  and  of  Isiphilee ; 
The  bareyne  yle  stondynge  in  the  sec ; 
The  dre3mte  Leandrc  for  his  Erro ; 
The  teeris  of  Eleyne  ;  and  eek  the  wo  70 
Of  Brixseyde,  and  of  the,  Ladomya  ! 
The  crueltee  of  the,  queene  M^ea  I 
Thy  litel  children  hangynge  by  the  hals, 
Kor  thy  Jason,  that  was  in  love  so  fals ! 
O  Ypcrmystra,  Penolopee,  Alceste, 
Youre  wifhede  he  comendeth  yaih  the 
beste ! 

<  But  certeinly  no  word  ne  writeth  he 
Of  thilke  wikke  ensample  of  Canacec, 
That  loved  hir  owene  brother  synfiilly ; 
(Of  swiche  cursed  stories  I  sey  fy  !)       &> 
Or  ellis  of  Tyro  Appollonius, 
How  that  the  cursed  kyng  Antiochus 
Birafte  his  doghter  of  hir  maydenhede, 
That  is  so  horrible  a  tale  for  to  rede, 
Whan  he  hir  threw  upon  the  pavement; 
And  therfore  he,  of  ful  avysement, 
Nolde  nevere  write  in  none  of  his  sermons 
Of  swiche  unkynde  abhomynacions, 
Ne  I  wol  noon  reherce,  if  that  I  may. 

*  But  of  my  tale  how  shall  I  doon  this 
day?  90 

Me  were  looth  be  likned,  doutelees, 

61.  tkt    Seintes     Legendt     0/    Cu/ide    (H 


Legendes\  the  Legend  0/  Good'  U Inmem,  f>.  vi 
Cupid's  Saints.  In  the  list  which  follows,  ibe 
Man  of  Law  omits  the  names  of  Cleo|Mitn  aid 
i'hilomeh,  of  whom  Chaucer  wrote,  wlule  of 
I>eianira,  Hennione,  Hero,  Helen,  Briiciii 
Laodameia,  Penelope  and  Aloestis  no  Itgcait 
remain. 

63.  Bahilan  Teshee^  Thisbe  of  Babylon. 

67.  Afirianif  Ariadne. 

67.  Isi^kileet  Hypsipyle. 

68.  The  harevne  yUt^MXCs. 
74.  thy,  H  thilke. 

74.  in,  H  of. 

78.  Canacee.  '  This  and  the  story  of  Apot 
lonius  of  Tyre  are  told  in  Gower's  Cot^/nd^ 
A  mantis,  whence  it    has  been    suppoacd  thri 


Chaucer  intended  here  to  blanie  thiit 

notion  for  which  there  appears  to  be  ao  foo^ 

foundation '  (WrightX 

8a  OfMwkke,  H  On  wkick 

84.  >vr  tOy  H  as  wan  may. 
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clepe  licri(li»,— 

K>t  whaL  I  mene,— 
che  noghl  a,  bene, 
r  hfm  with  hawebake ; 
I  lal  him  ijTiies make.' 
he  with  asobre  cheere 
:  shal  after  heere. 


AW'S  TALE 

Mannt  of  iMvies  j 


hamelh  in  thyn  herte ; 
oorc  art  ow  y-  wound  id , 
unwrappelh    a1    Ihj' 


.  and  seist  fill  bitterly, 

u  Mutest  synfiilly, 
to  lite  and  he  hath  al. 
somtyme   be  ickcne 


slial  brennen  ii 


the 


necil  fulle  in  hit  neede. ' 

1  have  indigence  ' ; 
■  wol  Ihce  desjMse, 
rwel  thy  reverence  ! 

<ure  men  beenwikke'; 
r  thou  come  to  that 


I  brother  hatelh  thee, 
iflecntrom  Ihee.altai! 

aughlen  of  Plenn,  thai 


0  richtf  inarchaunti,  ful  of  wclc  been  ycc, 
Q  noble,  o  prudent  folk,  as  in  this  cas  1 
Youie  ba^es  been  nat  tild  with  amies  as, 
Bui  with  sys  cynk,  that  renneth  for  youre 

chaunce ; 
At  Cristeniasse  wel  myrie  may  ye  daunce ! 

^'e    seken     lond    and     see     for    yowrc 

wynnynges ; 
As  wise  folk  ye  knowen  all  thestaat 
Of  r^nes  ;  ye  lieen  fadtcs  of  lidynges 
And  tales,  bothe  of  pees  anil  of  debaat.  ija 

1  wece  rii^hl  now  of  tales  desolail, 

Neri;  that  a  niarchanl — goon  is  many  a 

Me  taughtea  talc,  which  that  yeshal  heere, 
Metre  begynnetk  Tht  Matt  of  Lmiie  his 


Tlial  wyde-where  senten  hir  s]>icctyc. 
Clothes  of  gold,  and  saiyns  richeof  hewe. 
nit  cbaffate  was  so  thrifty  and  so  newe 
That  every  wight  hath  dcynlee  lo  chaHare 
With  hem,  and  eek  tosellen  hem  hire  ware- 
Now  111  it  that  the  maisttes  of  that  sort  141 
I  Ian  sliapen  licm  to  Rome  for  to  wende, 
Were  it  for  chapmanhode,  or  for  disport, 
Noon  oother  message  wolde  they  Ihider 
semle, 

the 


romen  hem-self  to  Rome,  this 

in   ..ic'h    I 
at-antage 
ire  entente,  they  take  hir  herbergage. 


\   thoughte   hem 


n  that 


ein  tyme,  as  fil  to  hire  ptesance  ; 


^nicli  oT  Nici 
[ninican  who  died 
,s1iitL.,ii  U  nowh 
9  lino  of  which 
Uhsutcr'i  uldiii 


u  The  tale  which  rollowi 
I  fWud  the  Anglo- Fiench 
lu  TriTcI,  an  Eiwliiib 
»ae<ia.eafler>]]4-  The 
:  nry  don.  and  '  of  Ihe 
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i\w\  -'t  Ijifcl  i\\ai  thexccllciit  rcnuun     150 
()(    the     Kmixrrourc'S     dr)ghter,     dame 

Cu  stance, 
\\t:]if}r\cf\  was,  with  every  circumstance, 
L'niu  thise  Surryen  marchantz  in  swich 

wysc, 
Fro  day  lo  day,  as  I  shal  yow  dev^s^c. 

This  was  the  commune  voys  of  every 
man  : 
*  Oure  Mmjxirour  t>f  Rome,  Gcxl  hym  see  ! 
A  df4;hter  halh  that,  syn  the  world  bigan, 
T*)  rekene  as  wel  hir  goodness  as  beautee, 
Nas  never  swich  another  as  is  shee. 
I  prey  lo  (iod,  in  honour  hire  susteene, 
And  wolde  she  were  of  all  Europe  the 
queene !  z6i 

In  hire  is  heigh  l^eautee,  withoute  pride, 
Yowthc,  witlujute  greneheile  or  folye  ; 
Tn  alle  hire  werkes  vertu  is  hir  gyde  ; 
I  Iumljle<>sc  hath  slayn  in  hire  al  tirannyc  ; 
She  is  mirour  of  alle  curtelsye, 
Hir  herte  is  verray  chambre  of  hc>olynesse, 
Hir  hand  ministrc  of  fredam  for  almessc/ 

And  al  this  voys  was  sooth,  as  God  Ls 

trewe ; 
But  now  to  purpos  lat  us  turne  agayn.  170 
Thise  marchantz  ban  doon  fraught  hir 

shippes  newe, 
And  whan  they  ban  this  blisful  mayden 

sayn, 
II«wm  to  Surrye  l)cen  they  went  ful  fayn. 
And  d«x)n  hir  nedesas  theyhand<x>n  yoorc, 
And  ly  ven  i n  wele ;  I  kan  sey  yow  namoorc. 

Now  fil  it  that  thise  marchantz  sIckIc 

in  grace 
C)f  hym  that  was  the  sowdfin  of  Surrj-e ; 
I'or  whan  the>'  cam  from  any  strange  place 
He  wolde  of  his  benigne  curteisye 
Make  hem  good  chiere  and  bisily  espyc  180 
Tidynges  of  sondry  regnes,  for  to  leere 
The  Miindres  that  they  myghte  seen  or 

hccre. 

Anjonges  othcre  thynges  specially, 
Thise  marchantz  ban  hym  toold  of  dame 
CubUince 

iCiS.  /or,  H  atuf. 


So  greet  noblesse  in  cmest,  ceriously. 
That  this  sowdan  hath  caught  so  greet 

plesance 
To  ban  bir  figure  in  his  remembrance. 
That  all  bis  lust,  and  al  his  bisy  cure, 
Was  for  to  love  hire  while  his  lyf  may  dure. 

Faraventure  in  tbilke  large  book,         199 
WTiicb    that   men  clipe    the  bevene,  y- 

writen  was 
With  sterrcs,  whan  that  he  his  birthe  took, 
That  be  for  lovesholde  ban  his  deeth,  alias! 
For  in  the  sterres,  clerer  than  is  glas, 
Is  written,  God  woot,  whoso  koude  it  rede, 
The  deeth  of  every  man,  withouten  drede. 

In  sterres  many  a  wynter  ther  bifom 
Was  writen  the  deeth  of  Ector,  Achilles, 
Of  Pompei,  Julius,  er  they  were  bom. 
The  strif  of  Thebes,  and  of  Ercules,     w 
Of  Sampson,  Tumus,  and  of  Socrates 
The  deeth ;  but  mennes  wittes  ben  so  dulle 
That  no  wight  kan  wel  rede  it  atte  fuUe. 

This  sowdan  for  his  privce  conseil  sente, 
And,  shortly  of  this  matiere  for  to  pace, 
I  le  hath  to  hem  declared  bis  entente, 
And  seyde  hem,  certein,  but  he  myghte 

have  grace 
To  han  Custance  withinne  a  litel  space, 
He  nas  but  deed,  and  charged  hem  in  hye 
To  shapen  for  bis  l>'f  som  remed}'e.     aw 

Diverse  men  diverse  thynges  seyden, 
They  argumenten,  casten  up  and  doun ; 
Many  a  subtil  resoun  forth  they  leyden ; 
They  speken  of  magyk  and  abosioan ; 
Hut  finally,  as  in  conclusioun. 
They  kan  nat  seen  in  that  noon  avantagCi 
Ne  in  noon  oother  wey,  save  manage. 

185.  ceriously t  closxed  ceriase  in  E',  wbicb 
mx^  be  meant  eitner  for  serie  (tenomly)  V 
xertatim  (in  order);  Camb.  ctHejmfyt  Ejw> 
curiously t  H  so  nalfy  (?  for  scria/iyy. 

190.  Parrtventurr,  This  and  the  nest  fin 
stanzas  .ire  Chaucer's  own^  and  probabljr  btcc 
work.  In  II.  197-301  he  is  imitating  some  liiM 
from  the  MegacosMtus  of  Bemardus  Sylvcitm 
b^inning — 

*  PraejAcct  in  stellis  urlet.  auam  lon|(ior  otM 
Fxiuicet  r\  spatU*  teaipont  oido  muL,* 

SOI.  TumuSy  the  opponent  of  iEneas. 
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218-289 


Thanne     sawe    they    ther-inne    su-ich 

difficultee. 
By  wey  of  reson,  for  to  speke  al  playn, 
%-cause  that  ther  was  swich  diversitee  220 
Bitwene  hir  bothe  lawes,  that  they  sayn, 
They  trowe  that  *  no  cristene  prince  wolde 

£aiyn 
Wedden  his  child  under  oure  lawe  sweete, 
That  us  was  taught  by  Mahoun,   oure 

prophete.* 

And  he  answ^rde,  '  Rather  than  I  lese 
Custance,  I  wol  be  cristned,  doutelees  ; 
I  moot  been  hires,  I  may  noon  oother  chese. 
I  prey  yow  hoold  youre  argumentz  in  pees ; 
Saveth  my  lyf,  and  beth  noght  recchelees 
To  geten  hire  that  hath  my  lyf  in  cure  ;  330 
For  in  this  wo  I  may  nat  longe  endure." 

What  nedeth  gretter  dilatacioun  ? 
I  seye,  by  tretys  and  eml)assadrie, 
And  by  the  popes  mcdiacioun, 
And  al  the  diirche,  and  al  the  chivalric. 
That  in  destruccioun  of  maumettrie, 
And  in  encrees  of  Cristes  lawe  deere, 
They  been  acorded,  so  as  ye  shal  heere  : 

How  that  the  sowdan  and  his  baronage, 
And  alle  his  liges,  sholde  y-cristned  be, 
And  he  shal  han  Custance  in  manage,  341 
And  certein  gold,  I  noot  what  quantitee  ; 
And  heer-to  founden  sufficient  suretee. 
Thissameaccord  was  sworn  on eyther  syde. 
Now,  fi&ire  Custance,  almyghty  God  thee 
gyde! 

Now  wolde  som  men  waiten,  as  I  gesse, 
That  I  sholde  tellen  al  the  purvciance 
That  thcmperoure,  of  his  grete  noblesse, 
Hath    shapen    for    his    doghter,    dame 

Custance. 
Wcl    may   men   knowen    that    so   greet 

ordinance  350 

May  no  man  tellen  in  a  lite!  clause, 
As  was  arrayed  for  so  heigh  a  cause. 

Bkihopes  been  shapen  with  hire  for  to 

wende, 
Lordes,  ladies,  knyghtes  of  renoun, 

330.  Togtten^  H  Goih^gtUth, 

331.  nat  i^ftft  H  no  Ungtr. 
354.  LordeSt  Camb.  Lpniyngis. 


And  oother  folk  ynogh,  this  is  the  endc  ; 
And  notified  is  thurgh-out  the  toun 
That  every  wight,  with  greet  devocioun, 
Sholde  preyen  Crist,  that  he  this  mariage 
Receyvc  in  gree  and  sjiede  this  viagc. 

The  day  is  comen  of  hir  dqmrtynge — 
I  seye,  the  woful  day  fatal  is  come,      261 
That  ther  may  be  no  lengcr  tariynge, 
But  forthward  they  hem  dressen  allc  and 

some. 
Custance,  that  was  with  sorwe  al  overcome, 
Ful  pale  arist,  and  dresseth  hire  to  wende, 
For  wel  she  sceth  ther  is  noon  oother  ende. 

Alias  !  what  wonder  is  it  thogh  she  weptc, 
That  shal  l)e  sent  to  strange  nacioiin, 
Fro  freendes  that  so  tendrely  hire  kepte, 
And  to  be  bounde  under  subjeccioun    270 
Of  oon  she  knoweth  nat  his  coiulicioun  ? 
Housbondes  been  alle  goode,  and    han 

ben  yoore ; 
That  knowen  >*yvcs,  I  dar  say  yow  na 

moore. 

*  Fader,'   she    seyde,    *  thy   wrecched 

child,  Custance, 
Thy  yonge  doghter,  fostred  up  so  softe, 
And  ye,  mymooder,mysoverayn  plcsance, 
Over  alle  thyng,  out-taken  Crist  on  lofle, 
Custance,  youre  child,  hire  recomandeth 

ofte 
Unto  your  grace  ;  for  I  shal  to  Surrye, 
Ne  shal  I  never  seen  yow  moore  witli  eye. 

Alias  !  unto  the  Barbrc  nacioun  281 

I  mooste  anoon,  syn  that  it  is  youre  wille  ; 
But  Crist,  that  starf  for  our  savacioun. 
So  yeve  me  grace  his  hcestes  to  fulfille  ; 
I,  wrecche  womman,  no fors  though  I  spille ! 
Wommen    are    born    to    thraldom    and 

penance 
And  to  been  under  mannes  governance.* 

I   trowe  at   Troye,   when  Pirrus  brak 
the  wal 
Or  Ilion  brende,  at  Thebes  the  citee, 


382.  anotm^  Y.goon. 

283.  savacioun^  \{^  rtdeinpcioun. 

289.  Ilion^  ihe  ciudel  of  Troy. 
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Nat  Rome,  for  the  harm  thurgh  Hanybal, 
That  Romayns  hath  venqu^sshed  tymes 

thre,  291 

Nas  herd  swich  tendre  wepyng  for  pitee, 
As  in  the  chambre  was  for  hire  partynge ; 
But  forth  she  moot,  wher  so  she  wepe  or 

synge. 

O  firste  moevyng,  cnieel  firmament, 
With  thy  diurnal  sweigh  that  crowdest  ay, 
And  hurlest  al  from  Est  til  Occident, 
That  naturelly  wolde  holde  another  way ; 
Thy  crowdyng  set  thehcvenein  swich  array 
At  the  higj^nnyng  of  this  fiers  viage,  300 
That  crueel  Mars  hath  slayn  this  manage ! 

Infortunat  ascendent  tortuous,  • 

Of  which  the  lord  is  helplees,  falle,  alias, 
Out  of  his  angle  into  the  derkeste  hous. 
O  Mars,  O  atazir,  as  in  this  cas  ! 
O  fieblc  Moonc,  unhappy  Ixien  thy  pas  ! 
Thou    knyitcst  thee    thcr    thou  art    nat 

receyvcd  ; 
Ther  thou  were  weel,  fro  thenncs  artow 

weyved. 

Imprudent  emperour  of  Rome,  alias  !  309 
Was  tlicr  no  philosophre  in  al  thy  toun  ? 
Is  no  tyme  bet  than  oother  in  swich  cas  ? 
Of  viage  is  thcr  noon  eleccioun. 
Namely  to  folk  of  heigh  condicioun, 
Noght  whan  a  rooteisofaburthey-knowe? 
Alias !  we  Ixicn  to  lewed  or  to  slowe ! 

To  ship  is  brought  this  woful,    faire 
mayde, 
Solempnely,  with  every  circumstance. 

293.  partynge^  £•  dtpartynge. 

295.  O  Jifste  moevyHg,  etc.  The  Primutn 
Mobile  is  the  outermost  of  the  nine  spheres,  and 
revolves  daily  from  east  to  west,  carrying  the 
inner  "iphercs  with  it. 

304.  Out  0/  his  angle.  The  angles  were  the 
highest  parK  of  the  sphere,  and  Mars  had  fallen 
from  his  nn^Ie  to  the  lowest  house  in  the  sphere. 

305.  atazir^  planetary  influence. 

31?.  0/ x'iai^e  is  ther  naoH  eleccioun.  Onl^ 
rich  ]>eople  could  pay  for  the  calculation  of  their 
horo«icopc  from  its  '  roi)t  * ;  but,  when  the  horo- 
scope was  made,  the  choice  of  a  time  for  any 
business  became  easy,  because  it  was  known 
which  planets  would  oe  favourable  to  the  under- 
taker. 

316.  brought^  Kcome. 


'Now  Jhesu   Crist  be   with  yow  alle,' 

she  sayde. 
Thcr  nys  namoore,  but  'Farewel,  fiure 

Custance  1  *  319 

She  peynethhire  tomakegoodconteDance; 
And  forth  I  lete  hire  saille  in  this  manere, 
And  tume  I  wole  agayn  to  my  matere. 

The  mooder  of  the  sowdan,  weile  of 

vices. 
Espied  hath  hir  sones  pleyn  entente, 
How  he  wol  lete  his  olde  sacrifices ; 
And  right  anon  she  for  hir  conseil  sente ; 
And  they  been  come,  to  knowe  what  she 

mente ; 
And  whan  assembled  was  this  folk  in-feere, 
She  sette  hire  doun  and  seyde  as  ye  shal 

heere. 

*  Lordes,*   she    seyde,     *ye     knowen 
everichon,  330 

How  that  my  sone  in  point  is  for  to  lete 
The  hooly  lawes  of  oure  Alkaron, 
Yeven  by  Goddes  message  Makomete ; 
But  oon  avow  to  grete  God  I  heete, 
The  lyf  shal  rather  out  of  my  body  sterte. 
Than  Makometcs  lawe  out  of  myn  hertc! 

What  sholde  us  tyden  of  this  newe  lawe. 
But  thraldom  to  our  bodies  and  penance, 
And  afterward  in  helle  to  be  drawe. 
For  we  reneyed  Mahoun  oure  oreanoe  ? 
But,  lordes,  wol  ye  maken  assuianoe  341 
As  I  shal  se]m,  assentynge  to  my  loore, 
And  I  shal  make  us  sauf  for  everemoore.' 

They  sworen,  and  assenten  eveiy  man 
To  lyve  with  hire,  and  dye,  and  by  hire 

stonde. 
And  everich,  in  the  beste  wise  he  kan. 
To  strengthen  hire  shal  alle  his  frendes 

fonde. 
And  she  hath  this  emprise  y-take  on  honde 
Which  ye  shal  heren  that  I  shal  devyse ; 
And  to  hem  alle  she  spak  right  in  thb 

wyse: 

323.  71'elle,  H/itll. 

330.  she  seyde,  H<  ^Mod  seke.    The  spccchci 

are  Chaucer's. 
336.   Than,  H*  Or. 


66 


'  We  shul  Rut  feyne  us  crisiendom  lo 
take, 
(Cidd  water  shal  nat  gteve  us  but  i 
And  I  shal  swiche  a  feeste  and  revel  make, 
That  33  I  trowe  I  $hal  the  soirdan  quite 
For  thc^h  hia  wyf  be  eristnfd  never  s 

She  shal  havenede  towassheaweythe  rede, 
Thogh  she  a  font-ftil  water  with  hire  lede  I ' 

O  sowdaneise,  roote  of  iniquitce ! 
Virago  thou,  Sem/rame  the  secounde, 
O  serpent,  under  femynynylee,  jfc 

Lik  lo  the  serpent  dtpe  in  helle  y-bounde! 
O  fcyned  womman,  al  that  may  confoundc 
Vertu  and  innocence  thurgh  Ihy  malice 
U  taed  in  thee,  as  nest  of  every  \icc  ! 


Atryved  been  Ihls  cristen  fn 
In  Surryc,  with  a  greet  soloni] 
And  haslily  this  sowilan  »?nLi.' 
First  lo  his  niooder,  and  sll 

And  sej'de  his  wyf  was  comi 
liiutc. 


O  Sathan,  envious  syn  ihitkc  day 
That  thou  wert  chacM  from  oure  heritage, 
Wei  knoweslow  to  wommen  the  olde  way ! 
Thou  madest  Eva  brynge  us  in  servagc, 
Thou  wait  fordoon  this  cristen  mariage. 
Thyn  instrument  so,  weylawey  Ihc  while '. 
MakeMow  of  wommen  whan  ihou  wolt 
b^ile.  371 

This  sowdanesse,  whom  I  thus  blame 
and  warye, 
Le«t  prively  hire  conseil  goon  hire  way. 
What  sbolde  I  in  this  tale  lenget  tarye  ? 
She  rydeth  to  the  sowdan  on  a  day, 
And   seyde  hym  that  she  woldc  rcncye 

And  cristendom  of  preesles  handcs  fongc, 
Repenlynge  hire  she  hethen  was  so  longc ; 

Bisechynge  hym  lo  doon  hire  (ha(  honiSur, 
That  she  moste  han  the  crislcn  folk  lo 

'To  plesen  hem,  J  wol  do  my  labour.' 
The  sowdan  seiib,  '  I  wol  doon  at  youre 

And    knelyi^,   thankelh   hire   of   that 

requeste ; 
So  glad  be  was  he  nyste  what  to  seye. 
She  kiste  hir  sone,  and  hoome  she  gooth 


And  jireydt  hire  for  lo  rydo  auayn  tin- 

The  honour  of  his  rcgni  to  Mi>tt'ini'. 

Greet  was  the  pices,  and  richc  was  ih.ittay 
Of  Surrytns  and  Romnyns  mot  yftcrt. 
The  moinlcr  of  the  sowdan,  riclic  and  g;iy, 
Rtcyvelh  hire  with  al-so  glnd  a  chcerc- 
"     lay  mooiltr  myghle  hir   '      ' 


An.l 


u  the  : 


c  ihet 


A  softc  paas  solempnily  ihuy  tjxiiv       j. 

Noghi  trowc  I  the  triumjihe  of  Juliu-^,- 
Of  which   that   Lucan  makelh  suith 

boost,— 
Was  roiallcr  ne  moorc  cuHus, 

vas  Ihassemblee  of  this  blisful  hoiisi 
is  sciirpioun,  this  wikkoil  goosl , 
The  sowdancssc,  for  all  hire  fialei)-nf;i.-, 
Caste  under  ihis  ful  mortally  ti>  styn(;i-. 

The  sowdan  comthhymsclf  moui;  ftfier  ih 
So  ruially  that  wonder  i^i  to  tclli;. 
And  welcomelh  hire  withallejoyoand  bli^ 
And  [hus  in  murthe  and  joye  I  lelc  hvi 

The  fiuyt  of  this  malicre  is  that  I  Idle. 
Whan  l)Tiie  cam,  men  ihoughlu  it  fur  th 

That  revel  stynleand  men  goon  lohirre^t^ 


The  tyme  cam  this  olde  somiancsse 
Ordej-neil  halh  thisfecstcof  whinb  I  t'lldu 
And  10  the  feeste  cristen  folk  hem  dres<. 
In  general,  ye,  bothe  yonge  and  okie. 
Heerc  may  men  feeste  and  roiiiliee  biholdo 
And  deynlees  mo  than  I  kan  ynw  ile\7se 
But  all  todeete  they  boghtc  it,  lt  thej-rjso 


Cbaunr'i  ■ddili. 


(rf.»/**  ./y-/« 


The  ' 
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O  sodcyn  wo!  ihat  ever  art  siicccssdur 
To    wurldly   b1i<isc !     Sprcynd    is   with 

bitternesse 
The  ende  of  the  joye  of  oure  worldly 

Wii  occupielh  the  lyn  of  ouru  gladnessc; 
[lerk^  this  conseil,  for  thy  sikcmessc, 
LT|H)n  thy  |;la<lL-  day  have  in  Ihy  myndc 
The   unwar   wo,   ot  harm,    that  comth 
bihynde. 

For  schortly  for  to  lellen,  at  o  word, 
The  sowdan  and  the  crislen  evcrichone  419 
Been  al  to-hewe,  and  stiked  at  the  bord, 
But  it  wcri;  oonly  dame  Gisiance  allonc. 
This  olde  bowdanesse,  cursed  krone  1 
Hath  with  hir  frcendes  doon  Ibis  cursed 

For  shchir-self  wolde  all  thecontree  ledc, 
Nelher  was  Surryen  noon,  that  was  con- 
That  of  the  conseil  of  the  sowdan  woot, 
That  he  nas  al  (o-hewe  cr  he  astcrted. 
And  Cuslance  han  Ihey  take  anon,  foot- 

h.->i. 
And  in  a  shi]>  all  steerclccs,  God  woot. 
They  han  hir  set  and  biddeth  hire  leme 

saille  44D 

Out  of  Surtye,  agaynward  lo  Ytaille. 

A  cerlcin  tresor  that  she  thidcr  ladde. 
And,  simth  tu  seyn,  vitaille  greet  plcniec, 
They  han  hire  yeven,  and  clothes  eek  she 

haddc. 
And  forth  she  saillelh  in  the  sake  see  I 
O  my  Ciislnnce,  fill  of  benignylee, 
O  em [K-n Hires  j'ongc  doghtcr  deere, 
Ilo  thai  is  lord  offorinne  be  thy  steere  r 

She  MiTssi-ih  hire,  and  with  ful  pitous 


Mtf     The  stum  19  OiauRr'i 
3in  lh«  Dt  CBitlrmfla  Mtmdi, 


miquitee, 
Me  fro  the  feend  and  fro  hts  clawes  kepe. 
That  day  that  I  sha!  drenchen  in  (hede|Kl 

\'ictoiioiis  tree,  proteccloun  of  tiewe. 
That  oonly  worthy  were  for  lo  bere 
The  Kyng  of  Uevcnc  with  his  woundes 

The  while  Lamb  that  hurt  was  with  the 

Klemeic  of  feendes  out  of  hym  and  here. 
On  which  thy  lymes  feitbfiilly  extendcn, 
Mc   heipe,  and   yif  me   mj^t  my  lyf 
tamenden. ' 

Veres  and  dnyes  fleteth  this  creature 
Thurghoul  thesceof  Grece  unto  thestniyle 
Of  Marrok,  as  it  was  hire  aventure. 
On   many  a   sory   mcel   now   may   she 

After  hir  decth  fill  often  may  she  wayte, 
Et  that  the  wildc  wawes  wol  hire  diyve 
Unto  the  place  iher  she  shal  anyve. 

Men  myghlen  asken  why  she  was  ml 
slayn  ?  ,jo 

Eekat  theieeste  whom^htehir  body  save? 
And  I  answere  to  that  demande  a^yn. 
Who  saved  Danyel  in  the  horrible  cave, 
Ther  every  wight  save  he,  maistci  and 

Was  with  the  leonn  IVelc,  et  he  uierle  ? 
No  wight  but  God,  Ihat  he  bar  ia  hisherte. 

God  lisle  to  shewe  his  wonderfid  myride 
In  hire,  for  we  shokle  seen  his  mygbty 

Crist,  which  that  is  to  every  hana  triicle, 
Bycerteine  meencs  ofte,  as  luiowcndnkii, 
Etaoth  thyng  forcertein  eiideth«t  fill  derk  is 


Ton 


e  ignoiance 


Ne    konne    noght    knowe   his    prudent 


Now  silh  she  was  nat  at  the  leette  y-tUw^ 
Who  kepic  hire  fro  the  drenchyng  in  the 


t*  ifm,  H*  •  i*trt. 
i.  ChuK*r->  uddkiiia. 
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Who  kepte  Jonas  in  the  fisshes  mnwe, 
Til  he  was  spouted  up  at  Nynyvee  ? 
We)   may  men  knowe  it  was  no  wight 

but  He 
That    kepte    peple    Ebrayk    from     hii 

drenchynge,  48g 

Witbdryefeetthurgh-outtheseepassyi^. 

^Vho  bad  the  fijure  spirites  of  tempest. 
That  power  bao  tanoyen  lond  and  see, 
'  Bothe  noith  and  south,  and  also  west 

Anoyelh  neither  see,  ne  tand,  nc  tree '? 
Soothly  the  comandour  o(  that  was  He 
That  frothe  tempest  ay  this  womman  keple 
As  wel  when  she  awok  as  whaa  she  sitpte. 

niieie  myghte  this  womman  mete  and 

drjmke  have, 
Tbre  yeer  and  moore?  how  lastelh  hire 

vilaille? 
Whofeddethe  E^pden  Marie  in  (he  cave, 
Or  in  desert  ?     No  wight  but  Crist,  lans 

faillt.  ,0. 

Fyve  thousand  folk  it  was  as  greet  meTvaille 
With  loves  fyve,  and  lisshes  two,  to  fcede. 
God  seote  his  foyson  at  hir  grete  neede. 

She  diyveth  forth  into  oure  occian, 
Thurgh-out  oure  wilde  sec,  til  atte  laste 
Under  an  hoold,  that  nempnen  I  ne  kan, 
Per  in  Noithumberlond   the  wawe  hire 

And  in  the  sond  hir  ship  silked  so  laste 
That  Ihennes  woldc  it  noghC  of  al  a  tyde. 
The  wyl  of  Crisi  was  that  she  sholde  abyde. 

The  constable  of  the  castel  doun  is  iiue 
To  seen   this  wrak,  and  al  the  ship  he 

And  foond  this  wery  womman,  ful  of  care; 
He  fooDd  also  the  tresor  that  she  broghtc. 
In  hir  langage  mercy  she  bisoghte. 
The  lyf  out  of  hire  body  for  to  Iwynne, 
Hire  to  delivere  of  wo  that  she  was  inne. 


A  maner  Latyn  comipl  was  hir  spcche, 
But  algates  ther-by  was  she  undcrstundc. 
The  constable,  whan  hym  lysl  no  lenger 

This  wofiil  womman  bri^hte  he  to  the 

She  kneleth  doon  and  thanketh  (joddes 

But  what  she  was  she  woldc  no  man  sL-yo, 
For  foul  ne  &ir,  thogh  that  she  sholdt 

She  seyde  she  was  so  mazed  in  the  see 
That  she  fotgal  hir  mynde,  by  hir  trouthc. 
The  constable  hath  of  hire  so  peet  pitce, 
Andekehiswyf,  that  they  wcpen for  [oulhc. 
She  was  so  diligent,  withouten  slouthc. 
To  serve  and  plese  everich  in  that  placo. 
That  alle  hir  loven  that  looken  in  hir  face. 

This  constable  and  dame   Hemiengjld, 

Wcrepayens,  and  Ihateon  tree  everywhere ; 
Bui  Hermengyld  loved  hirerighl  as  hir  lyf, 
And  Custance  hath  so  longo  sojourned 

In  orisons,  with  many  a  bitter  Iterc, 
Til  Jhesu  hath  converted,  ihuigh  his  graco, 
Dame  Hermengyld,  constablesse  of  that 
place. 

In  al  that  lond  no  crislen  duistc  route,  n<i 
Ailccristen  folk  been  fled  fro  that  contice, 
ThuTgh  payens,  that  conquered  en  alaboutc 
The  plages  of  the  North,  by  land  and  see. 
To  Walys  fledde  ihe  cristyanylee 
Of  olde  Britons  dwellynge  in  this  ilc  \ 
Ther  vras  hir  reful  for  the  rneeni^  whilf. 


It  yet  n 


e  Brilor 


:xile<I 


That  ther  m 
Honoured  Ciisl,  and  helhtn  fulk  iiitjikd  ; 
And  ny  the  ca.itel  swiche  ther  dmlitii 
three,  jj^j 

That  oon  of  hem  was  blynd  and  in)i;hte 

But  it  wercwith  thilkeeyenof  hisniyndu, 
With  whiche  men  seen  whan  lliat  ihcy 
ben  blyndf. 
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Sonne,    as   in   that 


Bright  was  the 
sonicres  day, 
For  which  the  constable  and  his  wyf  also. 
And  distance,  han  y-take  the  righte  way 
Toward  the  sec,  a  furlong  wey  or  two. 
To  plcycn  and  to  romen  to  and  fro ;  558 
And  in  hir  walk  this  blynde  man  theymette, 
Croked  and  oold,  with  cyen  faste  y-shete. 

*  In  name  of  Crist,*  cride  this  olde  Britoun, 

*  Dame  llcrmcngyld,   jif  me  my  sighte 


agayn 


\ » 


This  lady  wcex  affrayed  of  the  soun, 
Lest  that  hir  housbonde,  shortly  for  tosayn, 
Woldc  hire  for  Jhesu  Cristes  love  han 

slayn ; 
Til  Custance  made  hire  boold,  and  bad 

hire  wirche 
The  wyl  of  Crist,  as  doghtcr  of  his  chirche. 

The  constable  wecx  abasshed  of  that  sight, 
And  seydc,  *\Vhat  amountethall  this  fare !' 
Custance  answcrde,   *Sire,  it   is  Cristes 

myght  570 

That  helpeth  folk  out  of  the  feendes  snare ' ; 
And  so  forforth  she  gan  oure  lay  declare, 
That  she  the  constable,  er  that  it  were  eve, 
Converteth,  and  on  Crist   maketh  hym 

bilevc. 

This  constable  was  no-thyng  lord  of  this 

place 
Of  which  I  speke,  ther  he  Custance  fond, 
But  kcptc  it  stn^ngly,  many  wyntrcs  space, 
Under  Alia,  kyngof  al  Northhumbrelond, 
That  was  ful  wys  and  worthy  of  his  hond, 
Agayn  the  Scottcs,  as  men  may  wel  heerc ; 
But  turne  I  wole  agayn  to  my  mateere. 

Sathan,  that  ever  us  %vaiteth  to  bigile, 
Saiigh  of  Custance  al  hire  |x?rfeccioun. 
And  caste  anon  how  he  myghte  quite  hir 

while. 
And  made  a  yong  knyght,  that  dwelte 

in  that  toun. 
Love  hire  so  hoote,  of  foul  affeccioun. 
That  verrailyhynnthoughiehe  sholdespille 
But  he  of  hire  myghte  ones  have  his  wille. 


567.  Am,  H  holy. 

578.  Alla^  reigned  a.d.  560-588. 


He  woweth  hire,  but  it  availleth  noght, 
She  wolde  do  no  synne,  by  no  weye  ;  590 
And  for  despit  he  compassed  in  his  thoght 
To  maken  hire  on  shameful  deeth  to  deye. 
I  le  way  teth  whan  the  constable  was  aweye, 
/Vnd  pryvely  upon  a  nyght  he  crepte 
In  Hermengyldeschambre,  whilsheslepte. 

Wery,  for-waked  in  hire  orisouns, 
Slepcth  Custance,  and  Hermengyld  also. 
This  knyght,  thurgh   Sathanas  tempta- 

ciouns. 
All  softely  is  to  the  bed  y-go, 
And  kitte  the  throte  of  Hennengyld  atwo, 
^\jid   leyde   the    blody  knyf   by   dame 

Custance,  601 

And  wente  his  wey,  ther  God  yevc  hym 

meschance ! 

Soone  after  comcth  this  constable  hoom 

agayn, 
And  eek  Alia,  that  kyng  was  of  that  lend. 
And  saugh  his  wyf  despitously  y-slajm. 
For  which  ful  ofte  he  weepe  and  wroong 

his  hond, 
And  in  the  bed  the  blody  knyf  he  fond 
By  dame  Custance  ;  alias  !  what  myghte 

she  seye  ? 
For  verray  wo,  hir  wit  was  al  aweye. 

To  kyng  Alia  was  toold  al  this  meschance 
And  cck   the  tyme,  and  where,  and  in 
what  wise  611 

That  in  a  ship  was  founden  this  Custance, 
As  heer-biforn  that  ye  han  herd  devyse. 
The  kynges  hertc  of  pitee  gan  agiyse, 
Whan  he  saugh  so  benigne  a  creature 
Falle  in  disese,  and  in  mysaventure  : 

For  as  the  lomb toward  hisdeeth  is  broght. 
So  stant  this  innocent  bifore  the  kyng. 
This  false  knyght,  that  hath  this  trcsoun 

wroght. 
Berth  hire  on  hond  that  she  hath  doon 

thys  thyng ;  6ao 

But  nathelees,  th^  was  greet  mooroyng 

6io;>666.  These  eight  ^'"nT^T  are  Cbaucer*» 
addition.  In  Trivet  the  king  docs  not  arrive  till 
after  the  miracle. 

6x9.  Mix,  E  dame. 
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Among  the  peple,  and  seyn  they  kan  nat 
t  gesse 

That  she  had  doon  so  greet  a  wikkednesse : 

For  they  han  seyn  hire  ever  so  vertuous, 
And  lovynge  Hermengyld  right  as  hir  lyf. 
Of  this  haar  witnesse  everich  in  that  hous, 
SaYe  he  that  Hermengyld  slow  with  his 

knyf. 
This  gentil  kyng  hath  caught  a  greet  motyf 
Of  this  witnesse,  and  thoghte  he  wolde 

enquere 
Depper  in  this,  a  trouthe  for  to  lere.    630 

Alias  I  Custance,  thou  hast  no  cham- 

pioun, 
Ne  figfate  kanstow  noght,  so  weylaway  ! 
But  he  that  starf  for  our  redempdoun, 
And  boond  Sathan, — and  yet  lith  ther 

he  lay, — 
So  be  thy  stronge  champion  this  day  ; 
For,  but  if  Crist  open  myricle  kithe, 
Withouten  gilt  thou  shialt  be  slayn  as 

swithe. 

She  sette  hire  doun  on  knees  and  thus  she 

sayde 
'  Immortal  God,  that  savedest  Susanne 
Fro  fifdse  blame,  and  thou,  merciful  mayde, 
Mary  I  meene,  doghter  to  Seint  Anne,  641 
Bifore  whos  child  angeles  synge  Osanne, 
If  I  be  giltlees  of  this  felonye 
My  socour  be,  for  ellis  shal  I  dye  ! ' 

Have  ye  nat  seyn  som  tyme  a  pale  lace 
Among  a  prees,  of  hym  that  hath  be  lad 
Toward  his  deeth,  wher-as  hym  gat  no 

grace? 
And  swich  a  colour  in  his  face  hath  had, 
Men  mjrghtcknowe  his  face  that  wasbistad, 
AmoDges  alle  the  faces  in  that  route  ;    650 
Sostant  Custance,  and  looketh  hireaboute. 

O  queenes,  lyvynge  in  prosperitee  ! 
Duchesses,  and  ye  ladyes  everichone  ! 
Haveth  som  routhe  on  hire  adversitee. 
An  emperoures  doghter  stant  allone  ; 
She  bath  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  hir 
mone ! 

636.  «>r»f  H'  up^H  iAre,  on  ihte. 


O  blood  roial,  that  stondest  in  this  drede, 
Fer  been  thy  freendes  at  thy  gretc  nede  ! 

This  Alia,  kyng,  hath  swich  conipas- 

sioun, 
As  gentil  herte  is  fulfild  of  pitee,  660 

That  from  his  eyen  ran  the  water  doun. 
*  Now  hastily  do  fecche  a  book,'  quo<l  he, 
*And   if  this  knyght  wol   sweren   how 

that  she 
This  womman  slow,  yet  wol  we  us  avyse 
Whom  that  we  wole  that  shal  been  our 

justbe.* 

A  Briton  book  written  with  Evaungiles 
Was  fet,  and  on  this  book  he  swoor  anoon 
She  gilty  was,  and  in  the  meene  whiles 
An  hand  hym  smoot  upon  the  nekke  boon, 
That  doun  he  fil  atones  as  a  stoon  ;  670 
And  bothe  his  eyen  broste  out  of  his  face 
In  sighte  of  every  body  in  that  place  ! 

A  voys  was  herd  in  general  audience 
And   seyde,    *Thou    hast    desclaundrcd, 

giltelees, 
The  doghter  of  hooly  chirche   in  heigh 

presence ; 
Thus  hastou  doun,  and  yet  holde  I  my 


pees 


!' 


Of  thb  mervaille  agast  was  al  the  prees  ; 
As  mazed  folk  they  stoden  everichone, 
For  drede  of  wreche,  save  Custance  allone. 

Greet    was    the    drede,    and    eek    the 
repentance,  6So 

Of  hem  that  hadden  wronge  suspecioun 
Upon  this  sely,  innocent  Custance  ; 
And  for  this  miracle,  in  conclusioun. 
And  by  Custances  mediacioun, 
The  kyng,  and  many  another  in  that  place, 
Converted  was, — thanked  be  Cristes  grace ! 

This  false  knyght  was    slayn  for    his 
untrouthe 
By  juggcment  of  Alia,  hastifly  ; 
And   yet  Custance   hiaddc  of  his  deeth 

greet  routhe ; 
And  after  this  Jhesus,  of  his  mercy,      6^)o 
Made  Alia  wedden,  ful  solempnely, 

670.  alotuSy  H  anou  rig;ht. 
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This  hooly  mayden,  that  is  so  bright  and 

sheene ; 
And  thus  hath  Crist  y-maad  Custance  a 

queene. 

But  who  was  wofiil — if  I  shal  nat  lye — 
Of  this  weddyng  but  Donegild  and  na  mo, 
The  kynges  mooder,  ful  of  tirannye  ? 
Hir  thoughtehir  cursed  hertebrastatwo, — 
She  wolde  noght  hir  sone  had  do  so. 
Hir  thoughte  a  despit  that  he  sholde  take 
So  strange  a  creature  unto  his  make.    700 

Me  list  nat  of  the  chaf,  ne  of  the  stree, 
Maken  so  long  a  tale  as  of  the  com. 
What  sholde  I  tellen  of  the  roialtee 
At  mariage,  or  which  cours  goth  bifom, 
VVho  bloweth  in  the  trumpe,  or  in  an  horn? 
The  fruyt  of  every  tale  is  for  to  scye, 
They  cte,  and  drynke,  and  daunce,  and 
synge  and  pleye. 

They  goon  to  bcdde,  as  it  was  skile  and 

right, 
For  thogh  that  wyves  be  ful  hooly  thynges, 
They  moste  take  in  pacience  at  nyght    710 
Swichc     manere     necessaries    as     been 

plesynges 
To  folk  that  hany- wedded  hem  with  rynges, 
And  leyc  a  lite  hir  hoolynesse  aside, 
As  for  the  tyme, — it  may  no  bet  bitide. 

On  hire  he  gat  a  knave  childe  anon, 
And  to  a  bisshop,  and  his  constable  eke, 
He  took  his  wyf  to  kepc,  whan  he  is  gon 
To  Scotlondward,  his  foomen  for  to  seke. 
Now  faire  Custance,  that  is  so  humble 

and  mekc, 
So  longc  is  goon  with  childe,  til  that  stille 
She  halt  hire  chambre,  abidyng  Cristcs 

wille.  721 

The  tyme  is  cornea  knave  child  she  beer, — 
Mauricius  at  the  fontstoon  they  hym  calle. 
This    constable    dooth    forth    come    a 

messageer, 
And  wroot  unto  his  kyng,  that    clepcd 

was  Alle, 
1  low  that  this  blisful  tidyng  is  bifalle, 

713.  II  ami  fiaix-cttdfl  hir  holynexu  ky  aside. 


And  othere  tidynges  spedefiil  for  to  seye. 

He  taketh  the  lettre  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  weye.  7^ 

This  messager,  to  doon  his  avantage, 
Unto  the  kynges  mooder  rideth  swithe, 
And  salueth  hire  fill  faire  in  his  langage : 
•Madame,'  quod  he,  'ye  may  be  glad 

and  blithe, 
And  thanketh  God  an  hundred  thousand 

sithe. 
My  lady  queene  hath  child  withouten  doute. 
To  joye  and  blisse  of  al  this  regne  aboute. 

Lo,  heere  the  lettres  seled  of  this  thyng, 
That  I  moot  bere  with  al  the  haste  I  may. 
If  ye  wol  aught  unto  youre  sone  the  kyng, 
I  am  youre  servant  bothe  nyght  and  day.' 
Donegild  answerde,  'As  now,  at  this 
tyme,  nay ;  740 

But  heercal  nyght  I  wol  thou  take  thy  reste. 
To-morwe  wol  I  seye  thee  what  me  lestc* 

This  messager  drank  sadly  ale  and  wyn, 
And  stolen  were  his  lettres  pryvely. 
Out  of  his  box  whil  he  sleep  as  a  swyn, 
And  countrefeted  was  ful  subtilly 
Another  lettre,  wroght  ful  synfiilly. 
Unto  the  kj-ng  direct,  of  this  mateere. 
Fro  his  constable,  as  ye  shal  after  heere. 

The  lettre  spak,  the  queene  delivered  was 
Of  so  horrible  a  feendly  crdLture,         751 
That  in  the  castel  noon  so  hardy  was 
That  any  while  dorste  ther  endure. 
The  mooder  was  an  elf,  by  iventure, 
Y-comen  by  charmes,  or  l:^  sorcerie. 
And  every  wight  hateth  hir  compaignye. 

Wo  was  this  kyng  whan  he  this  lettre 

had  sayn. 
But  to  no  wight  he  tolde  his  som-es  soore. 
But  of  his  owene  hand  he  WTOot  agayn : 
'  Welcome  the  sonde  of  Crist  for  ever- 

moorc,  760 

To  me  that  am  now  lemed  in  hb  loore ! 

727.  tidyngts,  H  thynges. 

746.  countrt/cted  was /ul^  H  anmtrt/eei  rt<y 
were. 

747.  Another  lettre^  wroghty  H  Attciher  tche 
him  wrcte. 
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be    thy   lust    and    thy 

•  • 

lI  in  thyn  ordinaunce. 

ly  al  be  it  foul  or  feir, 
.nto  mynhoom-com]^nge ; 
list  may  sende  me  an  heir 
than  this  to  my  lik^ge.' 
leth,  pr)'vely  wepynge, 
issager  was  take  soone, 
3th  ;  thcr  is  na  moore  to 

770 

ulfild  of  dronkenesse  ! 
eth,  thy  lymes  faltren  ay, 
.'est  alle  secreenesse. 
rn,  thou  janglest  as  a  jay; 
xl  in  a  newe  array  ! 
e  regneth  in  any  route, 
il  hyd,  withouten  doute. 

I  ne  have  noon  Englissh 

and  thy  tirannye, 
the  feend  I  thee  resigne, 
I  of  thy  traitorie  !         781 
— Onay,  by  God,  I  lye, — 
)irit,  for  I  dar  wel  telle, 
re  walke,  thy  spirit  is  in 


comth  frothekyngagayn, 
rs  mood  res  court  he  light  e ; 
this  messager  ful  fayn, 
,  inal  that  ever  she  myghte. 
rel  his  girdel  underpighte ; 
he  snoreth  in  his  gyse  790 
he  Sonne  gan  aryse. 

Ires  Stolen  everychon, 
d  lettres  in  this  wyse  : 
indeth  his  constable  anon, 
igyng,  and  on  heigh  juyse, 
de  suffren,  in  no  wyse, 
h  his  reawmc  for  tabydc 
o  quarter  of  a  tyde  ; 

xt  two  stanzas  are  Chaucer's 
De  Contemptn  Muncii^  ii.  19. 
%  and  o  quarter  0/  a  tyde, 
irs'  (Trivet);  as  soon  as  the 
an  the  fourth  day. 


But  in  the  same  ship  as  he  hire  fond. 

Hire,  and  hir  yonge  sone,  and  al  hir  geere 

He  sholde  putte,  and  croude  hire  fro  the 
lond,  80X 

And  chargen  hire  she  never  eft  coome 
theere !  * 

O  my  Custance,  wel  may  thy  goost  have 
feere. 

And  slepynge  in  thy  dreem  been  in  pen- 
ance, 

Whan  Donegild  cast  al  this  ordinance. 

This  messager  onmorwe,  whanhewook, 
Unto  the  castel  halt  the  nexte  way, 
And  to  the  constable  he  the  lettre  took  ; 
And  whan  that  he  this  pitous  lettre  say, 
Ful  ofte  he  seyde,  *  Alias !  and  weylaway ! ' 
*  Lord  Crist,*  quod  he,  *how  may  this 
world  endure?  8x1 

So  ful  of  synne  is  many  a  creature  ! 

*  O  myghty  God,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille, 
Sith  thou  art  rightful  juge,  how  may  it  be 
That  thou  wolt  suffren  innocentz  to  spille, 
And  wikked  folk  regne  in  prosperitee  ? 

0  goode  Custance  !  Alias,  so  wo  is  me. 
That  I  moot  be  thy  tormentour,  or  deye 
On  shames  deeth ;  ther  is  noon  oother 

weye.* 

Wepen  bothe  yonge  and  olde   in  al 

that  place,  820 

Whan  that  the  kyng  this  cursed  lettre 

sente. 
And  Custance,  with  a  deedly  pale  lace. 
The  ferthe  day  toward  the  ship  she  wente ; 
But  nathelees  she  takcth  in  good  entente 
The  wyl  of  Crist,  and  knelynge  on  the 

stronde, 
Sheseyde,  *  Lord,  ay  welcome  be  thy  sonde ; 

He  that  me  kepte  fro  the  false  blame, 
While  I  was  on  the  lond  amonges  yow, 

1  le  kan  me  kepe  from  harm,  and  eek  fro 

shame. 
In  sake  see,  al-thogh  I  se  noght  how.    830 
As  strong  as  ever  he  was  he  is  yet  now. 
In  hym  triste  I,  and  in  his  mooder  dcere, — 
That   is   to   me   my  seyl,   and  eek   my 

siccro. ' 
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Ilir  liicl  child  lay  wepyng  in  hir  arm, 
And  knelynge,  pitously  to  hym  she  seyde, 

*  Pecs,  litcl  sone,  I  wol  do  thee  noon  harm  !*" 
With  that  hir  covcrchief  of  hir  heed  she 

breyde, 
And  over  his  litel  eyen  she  it  leydc, 
And  in  hir  arm  she  luUeth  it  ful  faste, 
And  into  hcvenc  hire  eyen  up  she  caste. 

*  Mooder,'    quod    she,     *and    maydc, 

bright  Marie,  841 

Sooth  is  that  thurgh  wommancs  eggement 
Mankyndc  was  lorn,  and  damned  ay  to  dye, 
For  which  thy  child  was  on  a  croys  y- 

rent, — 
Thy  blisfiil  eyen  sawe  al  his  torment, — 
Thanne  is  iher  no  comparison  bitwene 
Thy  wo  and  any  wo  man  may  sustene. 

Thow  sawo  thy  child  y-slayn  biforc  thyne 

eyen, 
And  yet  now  lyvcth  my  litel  child, /a/^^j'/ 
Now,  lady  bright,  to  whom  alle  woful 

cry  en,---  850 

Thow  gloric  of  wommanhede,  thow  faire 

May, 
Thow  haven  of  refut,   brightc  sterre  of 

day,  - 
Kcwe  on  my  child,  that  of  thy  gentillesse 
Kucst  on  ever)'  reweful  in  dislresse. 

*  O  litcl  child,  alias  !  what  is  thy  gilt, 
That  never  wroghtest  s>'nne  as  ycX^partiee? 
Why  wil  \\\yn  hardc  fader  han  thee  spilt  ? 
<)  mercy,  dcerc  constable,'  quod  she, 

*  As  lat  my  litel  child  dwelleheer  with  thee ; 
And  if  thou  darst  nat  saven  liym  for  blame, 
Yet  kys  hym  ones  in  his  fadres  name !'  861 

Thcr- with  slie  looketl  bak  ward  to  the  londe. 
And  scyilc,  *  Farewcl,  housbonde  routhc- 

Iccs  ! ' 
And  up  she  rist,  and  walketh  doun  the 

strondc 
Toward    the   ship, — hir   folweth   al    the 

prces, — 
And  ever  she  preyeth  hire  child  to  hold 

his  pees ; 
And  taketh  hir  leve,  and  with  an  houly 

entente, 
She  blissed  hire  and  into  ship  she  wcntc. 


Vitailled  was  the  ship,  it  is  no  drcde, 
Ilabundantly  for  hire  ful  longe  space;  870 
And  othere  necessaries  that  sholde  nedc 
Shehadde  ynogh,  heryed  be  Goddes  grace  i 
For   wynd    and   weder,    almyghty  God 

purchace  1 
iVnd  brynge  hire  hoom,  I  kan  no  bettre  se>'e : 
But  in  the  see  she  dryveth  forth  hir  weye. 

PART   III 

Alia  the  kyng  comth  hoom  soone  after 

this 
Unto  his  castel  of  the  which  I  tolde, 
.-Vnd  asketh  where  his  wyf  and  his  diild  is? 
The  constable  gan  aboutc  his  herte  colde. 
And  ple3mly  al  the  manere  he  hym  tolde, 
As  ye  han  herd, — I  kan  telle  it  nobcltie,— 
And  sheweth  the  kyng  his  seele  and  his 

lettre ; 

And  seyde,  *  Lord,  as  ye  comanded  me, 
Up  peyne  of  deeth,  so  have  I  doon  certein.' 
This  messager  tormented  was  til  he 
Moste  biknowe,  and  tellen,  plat  and  pleyn, 
Fro  nyght  to  nyght  in  what  place  he  had 

leyn ; 
And  thus  by  wit  and  sobtil  enqueirynge 
Ymagined  was  by  whom  this  harm  gan 

sprynge. 

The  hand  was  knowe  that  the  lettre 
wr(X)t,  89B 

And  all  the  venym  of  this  cursed  dede ; 
But  in  what  wise  certeinly  I  noot 
Theffect  is  this,  that  Alia,  out  of  drede, 
His  mooder  slow, — that  may  men  pleynly 

rede, — 
For  that  she  traitoure  was  to  hire  ligeancc; 
Thus  endeth  olde  Donegild    ^-ith  met- 
chance. 

The  sorwe  that  this  Alia  n>^ht  and  day 
Maketh  for  his  wyf,  and  for  his  child  abOb 
Ther  is  no  tong6  that  it  telle  may ; 
But  now  wol  I  unto  Custance  go,        goo 
That  fleteth  in  the  sec,  in  peyne  and  wo, 

870.  /ml  loMgt  9^€€,  five  ytan  locatimg  to 
Trivet. 
873.  tvcder^  H  water. 
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ve  yeet  and  moore,  as  Uked  Ciiaies 

Ihat  hu  ship  approched  unto  the  londc, 

.'ndcr  an  hethen  caslel  atle  lasle — 
which  the  name  in  my  text  iK^hl  I 

taocc,  and  eek  hir  child,  the  see  up 

lyghty  God,  that  saveth  al  mankynde, 
-e  on  Cuslance  and  on  hii  child  soin 

t  iallcn  is  in  hethen  hand  eft-soon, 
oinl  to  spille,  as  f  shal  telle  yow  soone. 

toun  fio  the  casiel  comth  ther  many 

gauicn  on  this  ship,  and  on  Cuslance ; 
,  shortly,  from  the  coslel  on  a  nyghl, 
lotdcs  styward, — God  ycve  him  mes- 

lecf,  that  hadde  reneyeil  cure  creance, 
K  into  the  ship  allone,  and  seyde  he 

lemmaii  be,  wher-so  she  wolde  or 

t'lj  was  this  wrecched  womman  Iho 

childe  ctide,  and  she  cride  (uloubly  ; 
blisfal  Marie  heelp  hire  right  anon, 
with  hii  struglyng  wel  and  myghtily, 
:  (hecf  fil  over  bord  al  sodeynly, 
i  in  the  see  he  dreynte  for  vengeance; 
i  thus  hath  Crist  unwemmed  kepi 
Custance  I 

I  (ouIl-  lust  ofluiLurie,  lo,  thyn  ende  I 
only  that  thoufeytilesi  manncs  myndc, 
verraily  Ihou  wolt  his  body  shendc. 
Tideofthywejk,orofthylustcsblynde, 
nmpleynyng.     How  many  oon  niay 

it  DOghl  for  werk  somtyme,  but  for 
thentente  930 

doon  this  synne,  been  outher  ilayn  or 
shente ! 


How  nifly  thb  wayke  womman  han  this 

strengths 
Hire  to  dcfende  agayn  this  ren^at  ? 

0  Golias,  unmeasurable  of  lenglhe, 
How  myghtc  David  make  thee  so  tnaal  P 
So  yong  and  of  aimure  so  desolaat, 
Howdotste  he  looke  upon thydtedful  face? 
Wei  maynicnseen  it  nos  but  Goddes  grace. 

Who  yaf  Judith  corage  or  hatdyncsse 
To  sleen  hym  Olofemes  in  bis  tenie,    940 
And  to  deliveren  out  of  wrecchednesse 
The  peple   of  God?     I   seye.   for   lliis 

Thai  right  as  God  s|iirit  of  vigcrar  senlc 
To  hem,  atid  saved  hem  out  of  nieschancc. 
So  sente  he  myght  and  vigour  lo  Custanci-. 

Forth  gooth  hir  ship  thurgh-out  the 

or  Jubaltare  and  Septe,  dryvynge  alway, 
Som-tyme   West   and   som-tyme    North 

and  South, 
And  som-tyme  Est,  ful  many  a  weiy  day, 
Til  Cristes  mooder — blessed  be  she  ay  \ — 
Hath  shapen,  thui^h  hir  endelecs  gooii- 

To  make  an  ende  of  a]  hir  hevync^se. 

Now  lat  us  stynte  of  Cuslance  but  ii 

And  speke  we  of  the  Roniayn  eminTuur, 
That  out  of  Sunye  hath  by  lelttes  kno«  e 
The  slaughtrc  of  crblen  folk,  and  dis- 

Doon  to  his  dc^hter  by  a  fals  traytour, — 

1  mene  the  cur^d  wikked  sowdanesie, 
That  at  the  feesle  Icet  slecn  both  nioore 

and  tesse ; 

Fur  which  this  cmperour  hath  sent  anon 
ITis  senatoui  with  loial  ordinance,  9'i 
And  olhere  lordi-s,  God  woot  many  0011, 
On  Surryens  lo  t^cn  heigh  vengeance. 
They  brcnnen,  sleen,  and  brynge  hem  lu 
nieschancc 


aittr(904)inSpiuti. 
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Ful  manya  day,  but,  shortly,  this  is  thende, 
Homward  to  Rome  they  shapen  hem  to 
wende. 

This  senatour  repaireth  with  victorie 
To  Rome-ward,  saillynge  ful  roially, 
And  mette  the  ship  dJyvynge,  as  seith 

the  stone, 
In  which  Custance  sit  fill  pitously.       970 
No-thyng  ne  knew  he  what  she  was,  ne  why 
She  was  in  swich  array  ;  ne  she  nyl  seye 
Of  hire  estaat,  althogh  she  sholde  dcye. 

He  bryngeth  hire  to  Rome,  and  to  his  wyf 
He  yaf  hire,  and  hir  yonge  sone  also  ; 
And  with  the  senatour  she  ladde  hir  lyf. 
Thus  kan  oure  lady  bryngen  out  of  wo 
Woful  Custance  and  many  another  mo  ; 
And  longe  tyme  dwelled  she  in  that  place, 
In  hooly  werkes  ever,  as  was  hir  grace. 

The  senatoures  wyf  hir  aunte  was,       981 
But  for  all  that  she  knew  hire  never  the 

moore. 
I  wol  no  lenger  tarien  in  this  cas. 
But  to  kyng  Alia,  which  I  spake  of  yoore, 
That  wepeth  for  his  wyf  and  siketh  soore, 
I  wol  retoume,  and  lete  I  wol  Custance 
Under  the  senatoures  governance. 

Kyng    Alia,    which    that    haddc    his 

mooder  slayn, 
Ui:K>n  a  day  fil  in  swich  repentance,     989 
That,  if  I  shortly  tcUen  shal  and  playn, 
To   Rome   he   comth    to    receyven    his 

penance. 
And  putte  hym  in  the  popes  ordinance, 
In  heigh  and  logh;  andJhesuCristbisoghlc 
Foryeve  his  wikked  werkes  that  he  wroghle. 

The  fame  anon  thurghout  the  toun  is 
born, 
I  low  Alia  kyng  shal  comenon  pilgrymage, 
By  her!)ergeours  that  wenten  hym  biforn  ; 
For  which  the  senatour,  as  was  usage, 
Rood  hym  agayns,and  many  of  his  lynage, 

981.  hir  auH/gf  really  her  cousin.  Accord- 
ing to  Trivet,  Arsemius  married  Helen,  daughter 
of  Sallustius,  Constance's  uncle. 

995.  thurghout  the  touu^  H*  thurgh  Rome 
toun. 


As  wel  to  shewen  his  heighe  magnifii 
As  to  doon  any  kyng  a  reverence. 

Greet  cheere  dooth  this  noble  sei 
To  kyng  Alia,  and  he  to  hym  also ; 
Everich  of  hem  dooth  oot  her  greet  he 
And  so  bifel  that  in  a  day  or  two 
This  senatour  is  to  kyng  Alia  go 
To  feste,  and,  shortly,  if  I  shal  nat 
Custances  sone  wente  in  his  compai 

Som  men  wolde  seyn  at   r^ue 

Custance 
This  senatour  hath    lad   this    chi 

feeste, — 
I  may  nat  tellen  every  circumstana 
Be  as  be  may,  ther  was  he  at  the  1« 
But  sooth  is  this,  that  at  his  moodrcs 
Biforn  Alia,  durynge  the  metes  spa 
The  child  stood,  lookynge  in  the  \ 

face. 

This  Alia  kyng  hath  of  thb  child 
wonder. 
And  to  the  senatour  he  seyde  anon 

*  Whos  is  that  faire  child,  that  st< 

yonder  ?  * 
*I   noot,*   quod   he,   *by  God   ai 

Seint  John  ! 
A  mooder  he  hath,  but  feuier  hath  he 
That  I  of  woot' ;  but  shortly,  in  a  si 
He  tolde  Alia  how  that  this  chi! 

founde ; 

*  But  God  woot,'  quod  this  senatou 

*  So  vertuous  a  lyvere  in  my  lyf 
Ne  saugh  I  never  as  she,  ne  herde 
Of  worldly  wommen,  mayde,  ne  ol 
I  dar  wel  seyn  hir  hadde  levere  a  1 
Thurgh  out  hir  brest,  than  ben  a  wc 

wikke ; 
There  is  no  man  koude  brynge  1 
that  prikke.' 

Now  was  this  child  as  lykeuntoCi 
As  possible  is  a  creature  to  be. 

1009.  Som  men  wolde  seyUt  i.e.  Trivet. 

loio.  this  chiid.  With  the  usual  c 
prodigality  of  time  Trivet  makes  Maur 
seventeen. 

1014.  Biforn  A/lOf  H  B(/om  hem  miU 
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ath  the  fece  in  remembrance 
istance,  and  theron  mused  he, 
.hildes  mooder  were  aught  she 
wyf,  and  pryvely  he  sighte, 
I  hym  fro  the  table  that  he 
hte. 

thoghte  he,   'fantome   is   in 
heed  I 

le,  of  skilful  juggement, 
sake  see  my  w}^  is  deed  * ; 
.rd  he  made  his  argument,  1040 
•t  I,  if  that  Crist  have  hyder 
[It 

see,  as  wel  as  he  hire  sente 
ee  fro  thennes  that  she  wente?' 

oon,  hoom  with  the  senatour 
3r  to  seen  this  wonder  chaunce. 
ur  dooth  Alia  greet  hon6ur, 
^  he  sente  after  Custaunce  ; 
I  weel  hire  liste  nat  to  daunce, 
she  wiste  wherfore  was  that 
le ;  1049 

on  hir  feet  she  myghte  stonde. 

la  saugh  his  wyf,  £iire  he  hire 
te, 

that  it  was  routhe  for  to  sec ; 
irstc  look  he  on  hire  sette, 
el  verraily  that  it  was  she, 
sorwe  as  doumb  stant  as  a  tree ; 
herte  shet  in  hir  distresse 
emembred  his  unkyndenesse. 

swowned  in  his  owene  sighte. 
.nd  hym  excuseth  pitously  : 
I,'   quod   he,    *and   alle    his 
tf^es  brighte,  1060 

my  soul  as  have  mercy, 
ire  harm  as  giltelees  am  I, 
ice  my  sone,  so  lyk  your  &ce  ; 
,'ndmefeccheout  of  this  place !' 


s  the  sobbyng  and  the  bitter 
wofiil  hertcs  myghte  cesse  ; 


e  stanza  is  Chaucer's  addition. 
l/ul,  H  rigfit/ul, 
.  Cbaucers  addition. 


Gi-eet  was  thepitee  for  toheerehempleyne, 
Thurgh  whiche  pleintes  gan  hir  wo  en- 

cresse. 
I  pray  yow  all  my  labour  to  relcsse, 
I  may  nat  tell  hir  wo  until  to-morwc,  1070 
I  am  so  wery  for  to  speke  of  sorwe. 

But  finally,  whan  that  the  sothe  is  wist. 
That  Alia  giltelees  was  of  hir  wo, 
I  trowe  an  hundred  iyxci<b&  been  they  kist ; 
And  swich  a  blisse  is  ther  bitwix  hem  two. 
That,  save  the  joye  that  lasteth  evermo, 
Ther  is  noon  lyk  that  any  creature 
Hath  seyn,  or  shal,  whil  that  the  world 
may  dure. 

Tho  preyde  she  hir  housbonde,  mckely, 
In  relief  of  hir  longe  pitous  pyne,        1080 
That  he  wolde  prcye  hir  fader  specially. 
That  of  his  magestee  he  wolde  enclyne 
To  vouche-sauf  som  day  with  hym  to  dyne. 
She  preyde  hym  eek  he  wolde,  by  no  weye. 
Unto  hir  fader  no  word  of  hire  seye. 

Som  men  wold  seyn  how  that  the  child 

Maurice 
Dooth  this  message  unto  the  emperour, 
But,  as  I  gesse.  Alia  was  nat  so  nyce 
To  hym,  that  was  of  so  sovereyn  honour 
As  he  that  is  of  cristen  folk  the  flour,    1090 
Sente  any  child  ;  but  it  is  bet  to  deeme 
He  wente  hymself,  and  so  it  may  well 

seeme. 

This  emperour  hath  graunted  gentilly 
To  come  to  dyner,  as  he  hym  bisoughte, 
And  wel  rede  I,  he  looked  bisily 
Upon  this  child,  and  on  hisdoghter  thoghte. 
Alia  goth  to  his  in,  and  as  him  oghte. 
Arrayed  for  this  feste  in  every  wise, 
As  ferforth  as  his  konnyng  may  suffise. 


The  morwe  cam,  and  Alia  gan  hym 
dresse,  1x00 

And  eek  his  wyf,  this  emperour  to  meete ; 

And  forth  they  ryde  in  joye  and  in 
gladnesse ; 

And  whan  she  saugh  hir  fiider  in  the  strete, 

She  lighte  doun  and  feUeth  hym  to  feete  ; 

1086.  Som  men^  i.i.  Trivet. 


77 


1105- I i66 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES 


'  Fader,'  quocl  she,  *  youre  yonge  child, 

Custancc, 
Is  now  ful  clene  out  of  youre  remembrance. 

I  am  youre  doghter  Custance,*  quod  she, 
*  That  whilom  ye  han  sent  unto  Surrye. 
It  am  I,  fader,  that  in  the  sake  see  1109 
Was  put  allone,  and  dampned  for  to  dye. 
Now,  goode  fader,  mercy,  I  yow  crye  ! 
Sende  me  namoore  unto  noon  hethcnesse, 
But  thonketh  my  lord  heere  of  his  k)Tide- 
nesse.' 

Who  kan  the  pitous  joye  tellen  al 
Bitwixe  hem   thre,   syn  they  been  thus 

y-mette  ? 
But  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  shal, — 
The  day  goth  faste,  I  wol  no  lenger  lette. 
This  glade  folk  to  dyner  they  hem  sette. 
In  joyeand  blisseatmetel  letehem  dwelle, 
A  thousand  foold  wel  moore  than  I  kan 

telle.  1120 

This  child  Maurice  was  sithcn  emi:)erour 
Maad  by  the  pope  and  lyved  cristenly. 
To  Crist*^  chirche  he  dide  greet  honour  ; 
But  I  lete  all  his  storie  passen  by  ; 
Of  Custance  is  my  tale  specially. 
In  the  olde  Romane  Geestes  may  men 

fynde 
Maurices  lyf,  I  bere  it  noght  in  mynde. 

This  kyng  Alia,  whan  he  his  tyme  say, 
With  his  Custance,  his  hooly  wyf  so  sweete, 
To  Engelond  been  they  come  the  righte 
way,  1130 

Wher  as  they  lyve  in  joye  and  in  quiete  ; 
But  litel  while  it  lasteth,  I  yow  heete. 
Joye  of  this  world  for  tyme  wol  nat  abyde, 
Fro  day  to  nyght  it  changeth  as  the  tyde. 

Who  lyved  ever  in  swich  delit  o  day 
That  h3rm  ne  moeved  outher  conscience, 
Or  ire,  or  talent,  or  som  kynnes  affray, 

II 28.  Maad  by  th*  Pope.  Trivet  .says  by  his 
grandfather  '  par  I'assent  del  pape  Pelagie  e  de 
tout  le  senat  ae  Rome.' 

1x36.  the  oldt  Romane  Geestes^  i.e,  the  Gesta 
Romancrttm ;  H  cm.  the, 

1 1 35.  From  De  Contemptu  Mundi^  i.  22. 

1 137.  kynmes,  H  maner. 


Envye,  or  pride,  or  passion,  or  c 
I  ne  seye  but  for  this  ende  this  s 
That  litel  while  in  joye,  or  in  plesa 
I^Asteth  the  bllsse  of  Alia  with  C 

For  Deeth,  that  taketh  of  heigh 

his  rente, 
Whan  passed  was  a  year,  evene  a-* 
Out  of  this  world  this  kyng  Alia  1 
For  whom  Custance  hath  fulgn 

nesse. 
Now  lat  us  prayen  God  his  soul( 
And  dame  Custance,  finally  to  s 
Toward  the  toun  of  Rome  goth  1 

To  Rome  is  come  this  hooly  c 
And   fyndeth   hire  freendes    th< 

hoole  and  sounde. 
Now  is  she  scaped  al  hire  aventi 
And  whan  that  she  hir  &der  hath ) 
Doun  on  hir  knees  falleth  she  to  ^ 
Wepynge  for  tendrenesse  in  hert 
She  heryeth  God  an  hundred 

sithe. 

In  vertu  and  in  hooly  almus-d 
Theylyvenalle,  and  nevereasondc 
Til  deeth  departed  hem  this  lyf  t 
And  fareth  now  weel,  my  tale  is  at 
Now  Jhesu  Crist,  that  of  his  m) 

sende 
Joye  after  wo,  goveme  us  in  his 
And  kepe  us  allc  that  been  in  ih 

Amen. 

[IVords  of  the  Host,  the  Parsoft, 

SAipman] 

OureHosteupon  his  stiropesstc 
And    seyde,     *Good    men,    he 

everichon  ! 
This  was  a  thrifty  tale  for  the  noi 
Sir  Parish  Prest,*  quod  he,  *  foi 

bones, 

1 149.  AoofyfVi  noM, 

1 1 63-1 190.  The  text  is  taken  from  ] 
Seld.  B.  14,  the  only  MS.  which  pre 
reading  Skipman  in  fine  XX79. 

1 165.  a  thrifty  tedt^  an  fuliuton  to 
phrase  in  B.  46,  sbowiiig  diat  the  refer 
the  Man  of  Law's  Tak. 
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tale,  as  was  thy  forward  yore  ; 
that  ye  lemed  men  in  lore 
he  good,  by  Goddes  dignitee  ! ' 
ersonehimansw^de,  *Benedicitel 
yleth    the    man   so  sinfully   to 
were  ? '  1171 

loste  answ^rde,  *0  Jankyn,  be 
e  there  ? 
a  Loller  in  the  wind,'  quod  he. 

good   men,'  quod   our   Hoste, 
herkneth  me, 

,  for  Goddes  digne  passioun, 
hul  han  a  predicacioun  ; 
ler  here  wol  prechen  us  somwhat. ' 

by  my  &der  soule  !    that  shal 
e  nat!* 

le  Shipman ;  '  here  shal  he  nat 
reche ;  1179 

no  gospel  glosen  here,  ne  teche. 
I  alle  in  the  grete  God,'  quod  he, 
de  sowen  som  difficulte, 
gen  cokkel  in  our  clenc  com ; 
fore,  Hoste,  I  wame  the  bifom, 
body  shal  a  tale  telle, 
tal  clynken  yow  so  mery  a  belle 
lal  wakyn  al  this  companye  ; 
al  nat  ben  of  philosophjre, 
isyk,  ne  termes  queint  of  lawe  ; 
but  litel  Latininmymawe.'  1190 


>HIPMAN'S   TALE 

igynndh  The  Shipmannes  Tale 

rchant  whilom  dwelled  at  Seint 

)enys, 

he  was,  for  which  men  helde 

ym  wys; 

\  hadde  of  excellent  beautee, 

Ldkr^  a   Lollard.     That   Chaucer 

\s  name  to  be  given  to  his  good  parson 

ove  that  he  sympathised  with  W\rcHrs 
Any  priest  who  lived  a  strict  lift  just 
incur  the  charge  of  LoUardy. 

noe^  from  H ;  rest  Hcwi. 

ffeitUr,  Arch.  Seld.  godit, 

i^man,  Hcng;.^  Sfuttr,  H  Sompn^ur. 

br#/,  an  aHosion  to  the  derivation  of 

m  loKum. 

3.  TlU  SM^tmammt  Tale,    In  Heng.8 

rs  the  Sqpne's  Tale.    No  original  of 

m*s  Tale  nas  yet  been  found. 


And  compaignable  and  revelous  was  she, 
Which    is   a   th}Tig   that   causeth    more 

dispence 
Than  worth  is  al  the  chiere  and  reverence 
That  men   hem   doon  at  festes  and  at 

daunces.  1197 

Swiche  salutaciouns  and  contenaunces 
Passen  as  dooth  a  shadwe  upon  the  wal ; 
But  wo  is  hym  that  payen  moot  for  al  ! 
*  Thesely  housbonde  algate  he  moste  paye ; 
He  moot  us  clothe  and  he  moot  us  arraye, 
Al  for  his  owene  worship  richely. 
In  which  array  we  daunce  jolily. 
And  if  that  he  noght  may,  par  aventure, 
Or  ellis  list  no  swich  dispence  endure. 
But  ihynketh  it  is  wasted  and  y-lost, 
Thanne  moot  another  payen  for  oure  cost, 
Or  lene  us  gold,  and  that  is  perilous.' 
This  noble  marchaunt  heeld  a  worthy 

hous,  12 10 

For  which  he  hadde  alday  so  greet  repair 

For  his  largesse,  and  for  his  w>'f  was  fair, 

That  wonder  is ;  but  herkneth  to  my  tale. 

Amonges   alle   his   gestes,   grete   and 

smale, 
Ther  was  a  monk,   a   fair  man  and   a 

boold, — 
I  trowe  of  thritty  wyntcr  he  was  oold, — 
That  ever  in  oon  was  comynge  to  that 

place. 
This  yonge  monk,  that  was  so  fair  of  fice, 
Aqueynted  was  so  with  the  goode  man 
Sith  that  hir  firste  knoweliche  bigan,    1220 
That  in  his  hous  as  famulier  was  he 
As  it  is  p6ssible  any  freend  to  be. 
And  for  as  muchel  as  this  goode  man 
And  eek  this  monk,  of  which  that  I  bigan, 
Were  bothe  two  y-bom  in  o  village. 
The  monk  hym  claymeth  as  for  cosynage ; 
And  he  agayn  he  seith  nat  ones  nay. 
But  was  as  glad  therof  as  fowel  of  day  ; 
For  to  his  herte  it  was  a  greet  plesaunce. 
Thus  been  they  knyt  with  eteme  alliaunce, 
And  ech  of  hem  gan  oother  for  tassure  1231 
Of  bretherhede  whil  that  hir  lyf  may  dure. 

1202.  and  he  moot  u*t  H  infalgood, 
1206.  list  fu>,  H  ^vtllnoi. 
i2ia  tvcrtky,  H^  noble. 
1217.  comynge^^  drmtiyng, 
1232.  is.  om.  E ;   H  reads  as  it  possfbU  is  a 
friend  to  K: 
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Free  was  Daun  John,  and  namely  of 

dispence, 
As  in  that  hous,  and  fill  of  diligence 
To  doon  plesaunce,  and  also  greet  costage : 
He  noght  forgat  to  yeve  the  leeste  page 
In  al  the  hous  ;  but  after  hir  degree 
He  yaf  the  lord  and  sitthe  al  his  meynee, 
Whan  that  he  cam,  som  manere  honest 

thyng, 
For  which  they  were  as  glad  of  his  comyng 
As  fowel  is  fayn  whan  that  the  sonne 

upriseth ;  1241 

Na  moore  of  this  as  now,  for  it  sufRseth. 

But  so  bifel  this  marchant  on  a  day 
Shoop  hym  to  make  redy  his  array 
Toward  the  toun  of  Brugges  for  to  fare, 
To  byen  there  a  porcioun  of  ware ; 
For  which  he  hath  to  Parys  sent  anon 
A  mcssager,  and  preyed  hath  Daun  John 
That  he  sholde  come  to  Seint  Denys,  to 

pleye  1349 

With  hym  and  with  his  wyf  a  day  or  tweye, 
Kr  he  to  Brugges  wente,  in  alle  wise. 

This  noble  monk,  of  whichi  yowdevyse, 
I  lath  of  his  abbot,  as  hym  list,  licence, — 
By-cause  he  was  a  man  of  heigh  prudence, 
And  eek  an  officer, — out  for  to  ryde. 
To  seen  hir  graungesand  hire  hemes  wyde. 
And  unto  Seint  Denys  he  comth  anon. 
WTio  was  so  welcome  as  my  lord  Daun 

John, 
Oure  deere  cosyn,  ful  of  curteisye  ? 
With  hym  broghte  he  a  jubbe  of  malvesye 
And  eek  another,  ful  of  fyn  vemage,  1261 
And  volatyl,  as  ay  was  his  usage. 
And  thus  I  lete  hem  ete  and  drynke  and 

pleye, 
This  marchant  and  this  monk,  a  day  or 

tweye. 
The    thridde   day   this   marchant    up 

ariseth. 
And  on  his  nedes  sadly  hym  avyseth. 
And  up  into  his  countour-hous  gooth  he. 
To  rekene  with  h5m[iself,  as  wel  may  be, 
Of  ihilke  yeer,  how  that  it  with  hym  stood. 
And  how  that  he  despended  hadde  his 

good,  1370 

And  if  that  he  encressed  were  or  noon. 
His  bookes  and  his  bagg^,  many  oon, 
lie  Icith  biforn  hym  on  his  countyng-bord. 


Ful  riche  was  his  tresor  and  his  hon 
For  which  ful  faste  his  countour  d 

shette ; 
And  eek  he  nolde  that  no  man 

hym  lette 
Of  his  accountes,  for  the  meene  tyi 
And  thus  he  sit  til  it  was  passed  pi 
Daun  John  was  rysen  in  the  morv 
And  in  the  gardyn  walketh  to  and  fr< 
And  hath  his  thynges  seyd  fill  curt 
This  goode  wyf  cam  walkynge  p 
Into  the  gardyn,  there  he  walketh 
And  hym  saleweth,  as  she  hath  doo 
A  mayde  child  cam  in  hire  compai 
Which  as  hir  list  she  may  goveme  ar 
For  yet  under  the  yerde  was  the  m 
*0  deere  cosyn  myn,  Daun  Johr 

sayde, 

*  What  eyleth  yow,  so  rathe  for  to  1 

*Nece,'quod  he,  *it  oghteynough 
Fyve  houres  for  to  slepe  upon  a  nygl 
But  it  were  for  an  old  appalled  wig 
As  been  thise  wedded  men  that  V 

dare, 
As,  in  a  fourme,  sit  a  wery  hare 
Were  al  forstraught  with  hound  cs 

and  smale ; 
But,  deere  nece,  why  be  ye  so  pale 
I  trowe  certes  that  oure  goode  mar 
Hath  yow  lab6ured  sith  the  nyght 
That  yow  were  nede  to  resten  hast 
And  with  that  word  he  lough  fill  n 
And  of  his  owene  thought  he  wax  a 
This  faire  wyf  gan  for  to  shake  hii 
And  seyde   thus :    *  Ye,    God  wo< 

quod  she, 

*  Nay,  cosyn  myn,  it  stant  nat  so  wii 
For  by  that  God  that  yaf  me  soule  a] 
In  al  the  reawme  of  France  is  ther  1 
That  lasse  lust  hath  to  that  sory  pi* 
For  I  may  synge  alias  and  weylaw< 
That   I   was  bom  ;    but   to  no  % 

quod  she, 

*  Dar  I  nat  telle  how  that  it  stant  wit 
Wherfore  I  thynke  out  of  this  lai 

wende, 

Or  elles  of  myself  to  make  an  ende 

So  fill  am  I  of  drede  and  eek  of  ca: 

This  monk  bigan  upon  this  wyf  to 

And  seyde,  <  Alias,  my  nec^,  God  f< 
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I     Thai  ye,  for  any  sorwe  or  any  drede, 
I     Fordo  youresclf;  but  tel  me  of  youre  grief ; 
Paravcnture  I  may  in  youre  meschief  131 8 
Conseille  or  helpe ;  and  therforetelleth  me 
All  youre  anoy,  for  it  shal  been  secree  ; 
For  on  my  porthors  here  I  make  an  00th 
That  never  in  my  lyf,  for  lief  ne  looth, 
\e  shal  I  of  no  conseil  yow  biwreye.' 
'The  same  agayn  to  yow,'  quod  she, 
*I  scye. 
By  God  and  by  this  porthors  I  yow  swere, 
Though  men  me  wolde  al  into  pieces  tere, 
Ne  shal  I  never,  for  to  goon  to  helle, 
Biwreye  a  word  of  thyng  that  ye  me  telle, 
Nat  for  no  cosynage  ne  alliance. 
But  venaily  for  love  and  affiance. '      1330 
Thus   been  they  sworn,   and  heer-upon 

they  kiste. 
And  ech  of  hem  tolde  oother  what  hem 
liste. 
•Cosyn,'  quod  she,   *if  that  I  hadde 
a  space, 
.Ks  I  have  noon,  and  namely  in  this  place, 
Thanne  wolde  I  telle  a  legende  of  my  lyf. 
What  I  have  suf&ed  sith  I  was  a  wyf 
Vlth  myn  housbonde,  al  be  he  of  youre 
kyn.' 
*Nay,*   quod   this   monk,    *by   God, 
and  Seint  Martyn  ! 
He  is  na  moore  cosyn  unto  me  1339 

Than  is  this  lief  that  hangeth  on  the  tree. 
I  depe  hym  so,  by  Seint  Denys  of  Fraunce ! 
To  have  the  moore  cause  of  aqueyntaunce 
Of  yow,  which  I  have  loved  specially, 
Aboven  alle  wommen  sikerly  ; 
This  swere  I  yow  on  my  professioun. 
TeUethyotiregrief,lest  that  he  come  adoun. 
And  hasteth  3row,  and  gooth  youre  wey 
anon.* 
*  My  deere  love,*  quod  she,    *  O  my 
Daun  John, 
Ful  lief  were  me  this  conseil  for  to  hyde. 
But  out  it  moot,  I  maynamooreabyde !  1350 
Mjm  housbonde  is  to  me  the  worste  man 
That  ever  was  sith  that  the  world  bigan. 
But  sith  I  am  a  wyf,  it  sit  nat  me 

1317.  ///,  H«  ulUfk, 
133 1,  thty  kUie,  H«  i-tdtte^  kisL 
>337*  ^  ^  k*  9/  jntrt  kytt,  H  though  ht  be 
f9mrc0*yn, 
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To  tellcn  no  wight  of  oure  privetcc, 
Neither  a-bedde  ne  in  noon  oother  place — 
God  shilde  I  sholde  it  tellen  for  his  grace ! 
A  wyf  ne  shal  nat  seyn  of  hir  housbonde 
But  al  honour,  as  I  kan  understonde, 
Save  unto  yow,  thus  muche  I  tellen  shal ; 
As  helpe  me  God,  he  is  noght  worth  at  al 
In  no  degree  the  value  of  a  flye  ;         1361 
But  yet  me  greveth  moost  his  nygardye. 
And  wel  ye  woot  that  wommen  naturelly 
Desiren  thynges  sixe,  as  wel  as  I  : 
They  wolde  that  hir  housbondes  sholde  be 
Hardyand  wise,  and  riche,  and  therto  free, 
And   buxom   unto  his   wyf,    and    fressh 

abcdde ; 
But  by  that  ilke  Lord  that  for  us  bledde, 
For  his  honour  myself  for  to  arraye, 
A  Sonday  next,  I  moste  nedOs  payc    1370 
An  hundred  frankes,  or  ellis  I  am  lorn  ; 
Yet  were  me  levere  that  I  were  unborn 
Than   me    were   doon    a    sclaundre    or 

vileynye  ; 
And  if  myn  housbonde  eek  it  myghle  espyc 
I  nere  but  lost,  and  therfore  I  yow  preye, 
Lene  me  this  somme,  or  ellis  moot  I  deye. 
Daun    John,    I    seye,    lene    me    thisc 

hundred  frankes ; 
Pardee,  I  wol  nat  faille  yow  my  thankes, 
If  that  yow  list  to  doon  that  I  yow  prayc, 
For  at  a  certeyn  day  I  wol  yow  paye,  1380 
And  doon  to  yow  what  plesanceand  service 
That  I  may  doon,  right  as  yow  list  device, 
And  but  I  do,  God  take  on  me  vengeance 
As  foul  as  ever  hadde  Genyloun  of  France ! ' 
This   gentil    monk   answerde    in    this 

manere  : 
*  Now  trewely,  myn  owenc  lady  deere, 
I  have, 'quod  he,  'on  yow  sogreet  arouthe, 
That  I  yow  swere,  and  plighte  yow  my 

trouthe. 
That     whan    youre    housbonde     is     to 

Flaundres  fare 
I  wol  delyvere  yow  out  of  this  care  ;     i3<yo 
For  I  wol  bryngeyow  an  hundred  frankes ' ; 

1368.  H  reads  :  But  by  that  lord  that  for  us 
alie  bUdde. 

1370.  H  reads :  A  sonday  next  corny ng  yit 
tnoste  I  praye. 

1384.  Genyloun^  the  betrayer  of  Roland. 

1587.  H  reads:  /  have  on  yoxo  so  greet  />ite 
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And  wiih  that  word  he  caughle  hire  by 

the  Bankes 
And  hire  embraceth  hardc  and  kiste  hire 

oftc. 
*  Gooth  now  youre  wey,'  quod  he,  *  all 

stille  and  sofle, 
And  lat  us  dyne  as  soone  as  that  ye  may, 
For  by  my  chilyndre  it  is  pryme  of  day. 
Gooth  now,  and  beeth  as  trewe  as  I  shal 

be.' 
*Now    dies  God  forbedc,  sire,'  quod 

she  ; 
And  forth  she  gooth  as  jolif  as  a  pye. 
And  bad   the  cookes   that   they  sholdc 

hem  hye,  1400 

So  that  men  myghte  dyne  and  that  anon. 
Up  to  hir  housbonde  is  this  wyf  y-gon, 
^Vnd  knokketh  at  his  countour  boldely. 

*  Qy  la  ?  *  quod  he.      *  Peter  !  it  am  I,' 
Quod  she  ;  *  what,  sire,  how  longe  wol 

ye  faste  ? 
How  longe  tyme  wol  ye  rekene  and  caste 
Voure  sommes,  and  youre  bookes,  and 

youre  thynges  ? 
The   devel    have    part    on   alle   swiche 

rekenynges 1 
Ye  have  y nough,  pardee,  of  Goddes  sonde ; 
Com  doun  to-day,  and  lat  youre  l^agges 

stonde.  1410 

Ne  be  ye  nat  ashamed  that  Daun  John 
Shal  fasting  al  this  day  alenge  goon  ? 
What !  lat  us  heere  a  niesse,  and  go  we 

dyne ! ' 

*  Wyf,' quod  this  man,  Mitel  kanstow 

<le\')'ne 
The  curious  bisynesse  that  we  have ; 
For  of  us  chapmen, — al-so  God  me  save. 
And  by  that  lord  that  clepid  is  Seint  Yve, — 
Scarsly  amonges  twelve  two  shuln  thryve, 
Continuclly  lastynge  unto  oure  age.     1419 
W'e  may  wel  make  chiere  and  good  visage. 
And  dr)'vc  forth  the  world  as  it  may  be, 
And  kepen  oure  estaat  in  pryvetee 
Til  we  be  deed  ;  or  ellcs  that  we  pleye 
A  pilgryiii.\ge,  or  ginm  out  of  the  weye  ; 
An<l  ihcrHirc  have  I  greet  necessitee 

14 17.  Selnt  y'rr.  Saint  Ivo. 

1418.  t^fo,  Y.^  ten,  Corp.*  tiveyc. 

1^23,  94.  we pUvt  A  pitgrvinagi^  7kS  a  pretext 
for  Keeping  out  ofthc  way  of  crcaitors. 


Upon  this  queynte  world  tavyse  nie, 
For,  cvermoore  wc  moote  stonde  in  drcde 
Of  hap  and  fortune  in  oure  chapnnanhede. 
*  To  Haundres  wol  I  go  to-morwe  at 

day,  1439 

And  come  agayn  as  soone  as  ever  I  may; 
For  which,  my  deere  wyf,  I  thee  bisekc 
As  be  to  every  wight  buxom  and  meke, 
And  for  to  kepe  oure  good  be  curious, 
And  honestly  goveme  wel  cure  bous. 
Thou  hast  ynough  in  every  maner  wise. 
That  to  a  thrifty  houshold  may  sufiise ; 
Thee  lakketh  noon  array  ne  no  vitaille, 
Of  silver  in  thy  purs  shallow  nat  fiEuUe.' 
And  with  that  word  his  countour  dore  he 

shette, 
And  doun  he  gooth,  no  lenger  wolde  he 

lette ;  1440 

But  hastily  a  messe  was  ther  seyd, 
And  spedily  the  tables  were  y-leyd, 
And  to  the  dyner  faste  tKey  hem  speddc, 
And  richely  this  monk  the  chapman  fedde. 

At  after  dyner  Daun  John  sobrely 
This  chapman  took  apart  and  prively 
He  seyde  hym  thus  :  <  Cosjrn^  it  standcth 

so 
That,  wel  I  sc,  to  Brugges  wol  ye  go. 
God  and  Seint  Austynspedeyowand  gyde ! 
I  prey  yow,  cosyn,  wisely  that  ye  ryde ; 
Govemeth  yow  also  of  youre  diete      1451 
Atemprely,  and  namely  in  this  hete. 
Bitwix  us  two  nedeth  no  Strang^  fiure ; 
Fare  wel,  cosyn,  God  shilde  3row  fro  care! 
And  if  that  any  thyng,  by  day  or  nyght, 
If  it  lye  in  my  power  and  my  myght. 
That  ye  mc  wol  comande  in  any  wyse. 
It  shal  be  doon,  right  as  ye  wol  devysc. 
*0  thyng,  er  that  ye  goon,  if  it  may  be, 
I  wolde  prey  yow  for  to  lene  me         1460 
An  hundred  frankes  for  a  wyke  or  tweye, 
For  certein  beestes  that  I  moste  beye, 
To  stoore  with  a  place  that  is  oures, — 
God  helpc  me  so,  I  wolde  it  were  youres ! 
1  shal  nat  faille  surely  of  my  day, 
Nat  for  a  thousand  frankes  a  mile  way  ! 
But  lat  this  thyng  be  secree,  I  yow  preye, 
For  yet  to-nyght  thisc  beestes  moot  I  be}*e; 
And  fare  now  wel,  myn  owenc  cosyn  deere, 


I4j8.  skaltow^  H*  tknt  mayst, 
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Graunt  mercy  of  youre  cost  and  of  youre 

checre ! '  1470 

This  noble  marchant  gentilly  anon 
Answerde  and  seyde,    *  O   cosyn   myn, 

Daun  John, 
Now  sikerly  this  is  a  smal  requcste, 
My  gold  is  youres  whan  that  it  yow  leste, 
And  Dat  oonly  my  gold,  but  my  chaffare ; 
Take  what  yow  Ust,  God  shilde  that  ye 

spare ! 
•  But  o  thyng  is,  ye  knowe  it  wel  ynogh, 
Of  chapmen,  that  hir  moneie  is  hir  plogh ; 
We  may  creaunce  whil  we  have  a  name. 
But  goldlees  for  to  be,  it  Ls  no  game ;    1480 
Paye  it  agayn  whan  it  lith  in  youre  ese  ; 
After  my myght  fill  fayn  wolde  I  yow  plesc. ' 
Thise  hundred  frankes  he  fette  hym 

forth  anon 
And  prively  he  took  hem  to  Daun  John  ; 
No  wight  in  all  this  world  wiste  of  this 

loone, 
Savynge  this  marchant  and   Daun  John 

allone. 
They  drynke,  and  speke,  and   mme  a 

while  and  pleye. 
Til  that  Daun  John  rideth  to  his  abbeye. 
The  morwe  cam  and  forth  this  mar- 
chant rideth 
To    tTaundres^ward, — his   prenlys   wel 

hjrm  gydeth, —  1490 

Til  he  cam  into  Brugges  murily. 
Now  gooth  this  marchant,  fiiiste  and  bisily 
Aboutc  his  nede,  and  byeth  and  creaun- 

ceth ; 
!Ie  neither  pleyeth  at  the  dees,  ne  daun- 

ccth, 
But  as  a  marchant,  shortly  fur  to  telle, 
He  lad  his  lyf,  and  there  I  lete  him  dwelle. 
The  Sonday  next  this  marchant  was 

agon, 
To  Seint  Denys  y-comen  is  Daun  John, 
With  crowne  and  bcrde  all  fressh  and 

newe  y-shavc.  1499 

In  al  the  hous  ther  nas  so  litcl  a  knave, 
Ne  no  wight  ellcs,  that  he  nas  ful  fayn 
For  that  my  lord  Daun  John  was  come 

agayn; 
And  shortly,  to  the  point  right  for  to  gon, 
This  £ure  wyf  accorded  with  Daun  John 
1483.  A^M,  om.  H^. 


That  for  thise  hundred  frankes  he  sholde 

a  nyght 
Hdve  hire  in  his  armcs  lx)lt  upright ; 
And  this  acord  parfoumed  was  in  dede. 
In  myrthe  al  nyght  a  bisy  lyf  ihey  lede 
Til  it  was  day,  that  Daun  John  wentc 

his  way. 
And  bad   the  meynee.    Fare  wel,   liave 

good  day  !  1510 

For  noon  of  hem,  ne  no  wight  in  the  loun, 
Hath  of  Daun  John  right  no  susix'cioun  ; 
And  forth  he  rydeth  hoom  to  his  abbeyo, 
Or  where  hym  list;   nanioorc  of  hym  I 

seye. 
This  marchant,  whan  that  cn<lc<l  was 

the  fairc, 
To  Seint  Dcnys  he  gan  for  to  repaire, 
And  with  his  w>'f  he  makcth  feesle  antl 

cheerc, 
And  telleth  hire  that  chaffare  is  so  deere 
That  nedes  moste  he  make  achcvyssaunce, 
For  he  was  bounden  in  a  reconyssauncc, 
To  paye  twenty  thousand  shceld  anon  ; 
For  which  this  marchant  is  to  Parys  gon, 
To  borwe  of  certeine   freendcs  that  he 

hadde 
A  certeyn  frankes ;  and  somme  with  him 

he  ladde. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come  into  llie  toun, 
For  greet  chiertee,  and  greet  affeccioun, 
Unto  Daun  John  he  gooth  hym  first,  to 

pleye,— 
Nat  for  to  axe  or  borwe  of  hym  moneye, — 
But  for  to  wite  and  seen  of  his  welfare, 
And  for  to  tellen  hym  of  his  chafl'are,  1530 
An  freendes  doon  whan  they  been  met 

y-feere. 
Daun  John  hym  maketh  feesle  and  nuirye 

cheere. 
And  he  h)Tn  tolde  agayn,  ful  specially, 
How  he   haddc  wel   y-boglit   and    gra- 
ciously,— 
Thanked    be    God  ! — al    hool    his    iiuir- 

chandise. 
Save  that  he  moste,  in  alle  ni;iiicr  wise, 
Maken  a  chevyssjiunce  as  for  his  beste, 
And  thanne  he  sholde  Ixvn  in  joye  an<l 

reste. 

i«8.  H  reads:  Nought  for  to  boi-.vc  0/  hym 
no  kyn  monay^  so  Corp. J*  omitting  kytu 
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Daun  John   answcrdc,   *  Certcsj  I    am 

fayn,  1539 

That  yc  in  hcele  ar  comen  horn  agayn, 
And  if  that  I  were  riche,  as  have  I  blisse, 
Of  twenty  thousand  sheeld  shold  ye  nat 

mysse, 
I'or  yc  so  kyndcly  this  oother  day 
Lentc  me  yold  ;  and  as  I  kan  and  may 
I  thanke  yow,  by  God  and  by  Seint  Janie ! 
But  nathelecs  I  t<x>k  unto  ourc  dame, 
Voure  wyf,  at  hom,  the  same  gokl  ageyn 
Upon  yourelxinch ;  she  wootitwelcerte)Ti, 
By  ccrlcyn  tokenes  that  I  kan  yow  telle. 
Now   by  youre    leve    I   may   no   lenger 

dwclle ;  1550 

Ourc  abU)t  wolc  out  of  this  toun  anon, 
And  in  his  compaignye  moot  I  goon. 
Grctc  wel  ourc  dame,  myn  owene  nece 

swecte, 
And  fare  wcl,  deere  cosyn,  til  we  mecte  !* 
This  marchant,  which  that  was  ful  war 

and  w)'s, 
Creanccd  hath  and  jxiyd  eck  in  Parys 
To  certcyn  Lumbardes,  redy  in  hir  hond, 
The  sommc  of  gold,  and  hadde  of  hem 

his  bond  ; 
And  hooni  he  gooth,  murie  as  a  papcjay, 
Kor  wel  he  knew  he  sto<xl  in  swich  array 
That  nedes  moste  he  wynne  in  that  viage 
A  thousand  frankes  aboven  al  his  cost^e. 
His  wyf  ful  redy  mettc  hym  atte  gate, 
As  she  was  wont  of  o<  >ld  usage  algate, 
And  al  lliai  nyght  in  myrthe  they  bisctte ; 
For  he  was  riche  and  clcerly  out  of  dette. 
Whan    it    was    day    this    marchant   gan 

embrace 
1  lis  wyf  al  newe,  and  kiste  hire  on  hir  face, 
And  up  he  gooth  and  maketh  it  ful  tough. 
*  Namoorc,'   quod  she,    *  by    God,  ye 

have  ynough  ! '  1570 

And    waniownely  agfiyn  with  h)Tn  she 

pleyde  ; 
Til  atte  laste  thus  this  marchant  scyde  : 
'  By  God,'  quod  he,  *  I  am  a  litel  wrooth 
With  yow,  my  wyf,  although  it  be  me 

l«K>lh  ; 
And  woot  ye  ^^hy?     By  God,  as  that  I 

gesso 

1549.  J'*^**!  H"*  A*>. 

1357.  Lumhardest  Lombard  inoney«dealers. 


That  yc  han  maad  a  manere  stmungenessc 
Bitwixen  me  and  my  cosyn  daun  John, — 
Ve  sholdc  han  warned  me,  cr  I  had  gon, 
That  he  yow  hadde  an  hundred  frankes 

payed, 
By  redy  tokene, — and  heeld  hym  yvcle 

apayed  1580 

For  that  I  to  hym  spak  of  chevyssaunce, — 
Me  semed  so,  as  by  his  contenaunce — 
But  nathelees,  by  God,  ourc  hevene  kyng, 
I  thoughtc  nat  to  axen  hym  no  thyng. 
I  prey  thee,  wyf,  as  do  namoore  so ; 
Telle  me  alwey,  er  that  I  ho  thee  go, 
If  any  dettour  hath  in  myn  absence 
Y-jxiyed  thee,  lest  thurgh  thy  necligencc 
I  myghte  hym  axe  a  thing  that  he  hath 

payed.' 
This  wyf  was  nat  afered  nor  aflfrayed, 
But  boldely  she  scyde,  and  that  anon,   1501 
'  Marie,  I  deffie  the  false  monk,  Daun 

John  ! 
I  kepc  nat  of  his  tokenes  never  a  deel ! 
He  took  me  ccrteyn  gold,  that  woot  I  wcel. 
Wliat,  y  vel  thedam  on  his  monkes  snowte ! 
For,  God  it  woot,  I  wende  withouten  doute 
That  he  hadde  yeve  it  me  bycause  of  yow. 
To  doon  therwith  myn  honour  and  my 

prow, 
For  cosynage,  and  eek  for  beele  cheerc, 
That  he  hath  had  fill  ofte  tymes  heerc. 
But  sith  I  se  I  stonde  in  this  disjoynt,  1601 
I  wol  answere  yow  shortly  to  the  po>'nt. 
Ye  han  mo  slakkerc  dettours  than  am  I, 
For  I  wol  i>aye  yow  wel  and  redily 
Fro  day  to  day,  and  if  so  be  I  £uUe, 
I  am  youre  wyf,  score  it  upon  my  taille, 
And  I  shal  paye  as  soone  as  ever  I  may ; 
For  by  my  trouthe,  I  have  on  myn  array, 
^Vnd  nat  on  wast,  bistowed  every  deel ; 
And  for  I  have  bistowed  it  so  weel     1610 
For  youre  honour,  for  Goddes  sake,  I  seye. 
As  be  nat  wrooth,  but  lat  us  laughe  and 

pleye. 
Ye  shal  my  joly  body  hax'e  to  wedde  ; 
By  God .!  I  wol  nat  i»ye  yow  but  abedde. 
h'oryive  it  me,  myn  owene  spouse  deere, ' 
Turne    hiderward,    and    maketh    bettre 

checre !  * 
This   marchant    saugh    thcr   was    no 

remcdic, 


84 


GROUP  B 


PRIORESS'S  TALE 


1618-1679 


And  for  to  chide  it  nere  but  greet  folie, 
Sith  that  the  thyng  may  nat  amended  be. 
*Now,  i^yi^'  he  seyde,   *and   I  forj'eve 

it  thee,  1620 

But  by  thy  lyf  ne  be  namoore  so  large  ; 
Kecpe  bet  oure  good,  this  yeve  I  thee  in 

charge.' 
Thus  endeih  now  my  tale,  and  God  us 

sende 
Talynge  ynough  unto  oure  lyves  ende. 

Amen. 

Bihoold  the  murie  wardes  of  tht  Hoost  to 
the  ShipmaHy  and  to  the  lady  Prioresse 

•Wei    seyd  I     by    corpus    dominus^^ 
quod  OUT  Hoost ; 

*  Now  longc  moote  thou  saille  by  the  cost, 
Sire  gentil  maister,  gentil  maryneer  ! 
God    yeve   this   monk   a   thousand   last 

quade  yeer ! 
A  ha,  felawes,  beth  ware  of  swiche  a  jape  ! 
The  monk  putte  in  the  mannes  hood  an 

ape,  1630 

And  in  his  wyves  eek,  by  Seint  Austyn  ! 

Draweth  no  monkes  moore  unto  youre  in. 

•  But  now  passe  over,  and  lat  us  seke 

aboute, 
Who  shal  now  telle  first  of  al  this  route 
Another  tale  *;  and  with  that  word  he  sayde, 
As  curteisly  as  it  had  ben  a  mayde, 

*  My  lady  Prioresse,  by  youre  leve, 

.So  that  I  wiste  I  sholde  yow  nat  grcve, 
I  wolde  demen  that  ye  tellen  sholde 
A  talc  next,  ifso  were  that  ye  wolde.    1640 
Now  wol  ye  vouchesauf,  my  lady  deerc  ? ' 
'Gladly,'  quod  she,  and  seydc  as  ye 
shal  heere. 


PRIORESS'S  TALE 

The  Prologe  of  the  Prioresses  Tale 

*0  Lord,  oure  Lord,  thy  name  how 
merveillous 

1618.  nere  hit  greet,  H«  om.  £r*^et,  H  nas  for 
merf. 

162a.  wf»,  H8  my,  Heng.  thy.    ,     ,     ,     . 

1643.  O  l^rtlf  ourt  Lord,  etc,  the  beginning 
of  ?<.  viii. 


Is  in  this  large  world  y-sprad,'  quod  she  ; 
*  For  noght  oonly  thy  laude  precious 
Parfourned  is  by  men  of  dignitee, 
But  by  the  mouth  of  children  thy  bountee 
Parfourned  is  ;  for  on  the  brest  soukynge 
Somtyme  shewen  they  th}'n  heriynge. 

WTierfore,  in  laude  as  I  best  kan  or  may, 
Of  thee,  and  of  the  white  lylyc  flour,  1651 
Which  that  the  bar  and  is  a  mayde  iilway, 
To  telle  a  storie  I  wol  do  my  labour  ; 
Nat  that  I  may  encreessen  hir  honour, 
For  she  hirself  is  honour  and  the  roote 
Of  bountee,   next  hir  sonc,  and  soules 
boote. 

O  mooder  mayde  !  O  mayde  mooder  fre  ! 
O  bussh  unbrent,  brennynge  in  Moyscs 

sighte  ! 
That  ravyscdest  doun  fro  the  Deitee, 
Thurgh  thyn  humblesse,  the  Cloost  that  in 

thalighte ;  1660 

Of  whos  vcrtu,  whan  He  thyn  herle  lighte, 
Conceyved  was  the  Fadres  sapience, 
Ilelpe  me  to  telle  it  in  thy  reverence  ! 

Lady,  thy  lx)untee,  thy  magnificence, 
Thy  vcrtu,  and  thy  grete  huniylitee, 
Ther  may  no  tonge  expresse  in  no  science ; 
For  somtyme,  lady,  er  men  praye  to  thee. 
Thou  goost  biforn  of  thy  benygnytce, 
Andgetestus  the  lyght,  thurgh  tliypreycre. 
To  g)'dcn  us  unto  thy  Sone  so  deere.    1C.70 

My  konnyng  is  so  wayk,  O  l)lisful  ijueene, 
For  to  declare  thy  grete  worthyncsse. 
That  I  nc  may  the  weighte  nat  susteene  ; 
But  as  a  child  of  twclf  monthe  nold  or  lose, 
That  kan  unnethes  any  word  expresse, 
Right  so  fare  I,  and  therfore  I  yow  preye, 
Gydeth  my  song  that  I  shal  of  yiDW  seye. ' 

Heere  bigynneth  The  Prioresses  Talc 

Ther  was  in  Asye,  in  a  greet  citee, 
Amonges  cristene  folk,  a  Jewerye, 

1667-1669.  Imitated  from  Dante,  Pamdiso 
xxxiii.  16-18,  a  passage  from  whicli,  or  from  some 
Latin  original,  Chaucer  had  already  Imrrowed  in 
the  proem  to  the  'Tale  of  St.  C'e<  ilia,'  assigned 
in  the  Canterbury  Tales  to  the  second  Nun. 

The  Prioresses  Tale.  A  \>t)cm  v»<  ;v  V  A\\sVe^;va,A\ 


8s 


i68o-i74S 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES 


GROUP  B 


Susicncd  by  a  lord  of  that  contree,     1680 
For  foulc  iisurc  and  lucre  of  vileynye 
Hateful  to  Crist  and  to  bis  compaignye  ; 
And  thurgb  tbe  strcte  men  myghte  ride 

or  wende, 
For  it  was  free,  and  open  at  cyther  ende. 

A  litel  scole  of  cristen  folk  tbcr  stood 
Doun  at  the  fcrtber  ende,  in  which  ther 

were 
Children  an  heepe,  y-comen  of  Cristen 

blood, 
That  lemed  in  that  scole  yeer  by  yere 
Swich    manere    doctrine    as    men   used 

there, —  1689 

This  is  to  seyn,  to  syngen,  and  to  rede, 
As  smalc  children  doon  in  hire  childhede. 

Among  thise  children  was  a  wydwes  sone, 
A  litel  clergcoun,  seven  yeer  of  age, 
That  day  by  day  to  scole  was  his  wone ; 
And  cek  also,  where  as  he  saugh  thymage 
Of  Cristas  mooder,  he  hadde  in  usage, 
As  hym  was  taught,  to  knele  adoun  and 

seyc 
His  Ave  Martey  as  he  goth  by  the  weye. 

Thus   hath    this   wydwe   hir   litel    sone 
y-taught  1699 

Oure  blisful  lady,  Cristes  mooder  dccre, 
To  worshipe  ay,  and  he  forgate  it  naught. 
For  sely  child  wol  alday  soonc  leere, — 
But  ay  whan  I  rcmembre  on  this  mateere, 
Scint  Nicholas  stant  ever  in  my  presence, 
For  he  so  yong  to  Crist  dide  reverence. 

Tliis  litel  child  his  litel  book  lemynge. 
As  he  sat  in  the  scole  at  his  prymer, 
He  Alma  redemptoris  horde  synge, 

boy  murdered  by  a  Jew  for  singing  the  anthem 
'  Alma  Redemptoris  Mater,'  is  among  the  minor 
poems  of  the  Vernon  MS.  and  has  been  printed 
by  the  Chaucer  and  Early  Enjglish  Text  Societies. 
In  a  French  analo^e,  alsojMinted  by  the  Chaucer 
Society,  the  boy  smgs  a  '  Gaude,  Maria.' 

1 68 1,  /r/r^^fzilryii^r,  glossed 'ttirpe  lucrum,' 
£2.  }Afehnyc.  i-  • 

1699.  soruy  H'  child. 

1702.  The  line  quotes  an  old  prorerb. 

1704.  Seint  Nicholas^  who  fasted  on  Wednes- 
days and  Fridays  while  at  his  mother's  breast. 

1 708.  Ahnartd(m^ioris\mater'\,  Two  hymns 
to  the  11.  Virgin,  beginning  in  this  way,  are  still 
extant. 


As  children  lemed  hire  antiphoner ; 
And,  as  he  dorste,  he  drough  hym  ner 
and  ner,  1710 

And  herkned  ay  the  wordes  and  the  noote. 
Til  he  the  firste  vers  koude  al  by  rote. 

Noght  wiste  he  what  this  Latyn  was  to 

seye, 
For  he  so  yong  and  tendre  was  of  age ; 
But  on  a  day  his  felawe  gan  he  preye 
Texpounden  Vyxa  this  song  in  his  langage, 
Or  telle  him  why  this  song  was  in  usage ; 
This   preyde   he  hym   to   construe  and 

declare 
Ful  often  time  upon  his  knowes  bare. 

His  felawe,  which  that  elder  was  than 

he,  i7« 

Answerde  h3rm  thus  :  '  This  song  I  have 

herd  seye 
Was  maked  of  oure  blisful  lady  free, 
Hire  to  salue,  and  eek  hire  for  to  preye 
To  been  oure  help  and  socour  whan  we 

deye ; 
I  kan  na  moore  expounde  in  this  mateere, 
I  leme  song,  I  kan  but  smal  grammeere.' 

<  And  is  this  song  maked  in  reverence 
Of  Crista  mooder  ? '  seyde  this  innocent. 
*  Now  certes,  I  wol  do  my  diligence 
To  konne  it  al,  er  Cristemasse  is  went,  1790 
Though  that  I  for  myprymer  shal  be  shent, 
And  shal  be  beten  thries  in  an  houre, 
I  wol  it  konne  oure  lady  for  to  hon6ure !  * 

His    felawe    taughte    hym    homward 

prively 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  he  koude  it  by  rote. 
And  thanne  he  song  it  wel  and  boldely 
Fro  word  to  word,  acordynge  with  the  note. 
Twies  a  day  it  passed  thurgh  his  throte, 
To   scoleward   and  homward   whan  he 

wente ;  1739 

On  Cristes  mooder  set  was  his  entente. 

As  I  have  seyd,  thurgh-out  the  Jeweric 
This  litel  child,  as  he  cam  to  and  fro, 
Ful  murily  than  wolde  he  synge  and  die 
O  Alma  redemptoris  evermo. 
The  swetncsse  hath  his  herte  perced  so 
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Of  Cristes  mooder,  that  to  hire  to  preye 
I  le  kan  nat  styntc  of  syngyng  by  the  weye. 

Oure  firste  foo,  the  serpent  Sathanas, 
That  hath  in  Jewes  herte  his  waspes  nesl, 
L'p  swal,  and  seide,  *  O  Hebrayk  peple, 

alias !  X750 

Is  this  to  yow  a  thyng  that  is  honest 
That  swich  a  boy  shal  walken  as  hym  lest 
In   youre  despit,   and   synge   of   swich 

sentence, 
Which  is  agayn  youre  lawes  reverence  ? ' 

Fro  thennes  forth  the  Jewes  han  con- 
spired 
This  innocent  out  of  this  world  to  chacc. 
An  homycide  ther-to  han  they  hyred, 
That  in  an  aleye  hadde  a  privee  place ; 
And  as  the  child  gan  forby  for  to  pace, 
This  cursed  Jew  hym  hente   and  heeld 
hym  &ste,  1760 

And  kitte  his  throte,  and  in  a  pit  h3rm  caste. 

I  seye  that  in  a  wardrobe  they  hym  threwe 
Where  as  thise  Jewes  purgen  hire  cntraille. 

O  cursed  folk,  O  Herodes  al  newe  ! 
What  may  youre  yvel  entente  yow  availle? 
Mordre  wol  out,  certeyn,  it  wol  nat  faille, 
And  namely  ther   thonour  of  God  shal 

sprede. 
The  blocid  out-crieth  on  youre  cursed  dede. 

O  martir,  sowded  to  virginitee  !      1769 
Nowmaystowsyngen,  folwynge  ever  in  oon 
The  white  Lamb  celestial,  quod  she, 
Of  which  thegreteEvaungelist,  Seint  John, 
In  Pathmos  wroot,  which  seith  that  they 

that  goon 
Bifom  this  Lamb,  and  synge  a  song  al 

newe, 
That  never  fleshly  wommen  theyne  knewc. 

This  pourewydweawaiteth  al  thatnyght 
After  hir  litel  child,  but  he  cam  noght, 

1754.  yffurt,  E,*^une, 

>77<'  9'i'^  *^'  This  is,  I  believe,  the  only 
instance  in  the  CanUrhtry  Tales  in  which 
Chancer  reminds  ux  that  we  are  reading  the 
■arrative  of  a  narrative.  The  words  show  that 
the  Talc  was  either  written  or  revisied  after  the 
idea  of  the  CaHtet^mry  Taiet  had  been  conceived. 


For  which,  as  soone  as  it  was  dayes  lyght, 
With  face  pale  of  drede  and  bisy  thoghi, 
She  hath  at  scole  and  elles-whcre  hym 
soght ;  1780 

Til  finally  she  gan  so  fer  espic 
That  he  last  seyn  was  in  the  Jcwcric. 

With  moodres  pitee  in  hir  brest  enclosed 
She  gooth,  as  she  were  half  out  of  hir 

mynde, 
To  every  place  where  she  hath  supposed 
By  liklihede  hir  litel  child  to  fynde  ; 
And  ever  on  Cristes  mooder,  meeke  and 

kynde, 
She  cride,  and  atte  laste  thus  she  wroghte, 
Among  the  cursed  Jewes  she  hym  soghlc. 

She  frayneth  and  she  preyeth  pitously,  1790 
To  every  Jew  that  dwelte  in  thilke  place, 
To  telle  hire  if  hir  child  wente  oght  forby. 
Theyseyde  *  Nay';  butjhesu,  of  his  grace, 
Yaf  in  hir  thoght  inwith  a  litel  space. 
That  in  that  place  after  hir  sone  she  cr)'de, 
Where  he  was  casten  in  a  pit  bisyde. 

O  grete  God  that  parfoumest  thy  laude 
By   mouth   of  innocentz,  lo,  heere   thy 

myght ! 
This  gemme  of  chastite,  this  emeraude, 
And  eek  of  martirdom  the  niby  bright,  1800 
Ther  he,  with  throte  y-korven,  lay  upright, 
He  Alma  redtmptoris  gan  lo  synge, 
So  loude,  that  all  the  place  gan  to  r)nge  ! 

The  cristene  folk,  that  thurgh  the  strete 
wente. 
In  comen,  for  to  wondre  upon  this  thyng ; 
And  hastily  they  for  the  provost  senle. 
He  cam  anon,  withouten  tarrying. 
And  herieth  Crist  that  is  of  hevene  kyng. 
And  eek  his  mooder,  honour  of  mankynde, 
And  after  that  the  jewes  leet  he  bynde. 

This  child,  with  pitous  lamcntacioun. 
Up-taken  was,  syngynge  his  song  alway  ; 
And  with  hon6ur  of  greet  processioun 
They  carien  hym  unto  the  ncxte  abKay. 
His  mooder  swownynge  by  his  beerc  lay ; 
Unnethc  myghte  the  peple  that  was  there 
This  newe  Rachel  bryngc  fro  his  here. 
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With  torment,  and  with  shameful  deeth 

echon, 
This  provost  dooth  the  Jewes  for  to  sterve, 
That  of  this  mordre  wiste,  and  that  anon ; 
lie  nolde  no  swich  cursedncsse  observe  ; 
*  Yvele  shal  have  that  yvele  wol  deserve  * ; 
Therfore  with  wilde  hors  he  dide  hem 

drawe, 
And  after  that  he  heng  hem  by  the  lawe. 

Upon  his  beerc  ay  lith  this  innocent 
Bifom  the  chief  auter,  whil  masse  laste, 
And  after  that  the  abbot  with  his  covent 
Han  sped  hem  for  to  burien  hym  fill  feste ; 
And  when  they  hooly  water  on  h3rm  caste, 
Vet  spak  this  child,  whan  spreynd  was 
hooly  water,  1830 

And  song,  O  Alma  redemptoris  mater! 

This  al)lx>l,  which  that  was  an  hooly 

man. 
As  monkes  been,  or  elles  oghte  be, 
This  yongc  child  to  conjure  he  bigan. 
And  seyde,  *  O  deere  child,  I  halse  thee, 
In  vertu  of  the  hooly  Trinitee, 
Tel  me  what  is  thy  cause  for  to  synge, 
Sith    that    thy   throte    is    kut,    to   my 

scmynge  ? ' 

*  My  throte  is  kut  unto  my  nekke  boon,' 
Seyde  this  child,  *  and  as  by  wey  of  kynde 
I  sholde  have  dyed,  ye,  longe  tyme  agon  ; 
But  Jhesu  Crist,  as  ye  in  bookes  fynde, 
Wil  that  his  glorie  laste  and  be  in  mynde. 
And,  for  the  worship  of  his  mooder  deere, 
Yet  may  I  synge  O  Alma  loude  and  cleere. 

*  This  welle  of  mercy,  Cristes  mooder 

swcete, 
I  loved  alwe)',  as  after  my  konnynge, 
And  whan  that  I  my  lyf  sholde  forlete, 
To  me  she  cam,  and  bad  me  for  to  S3mge 
This  anthcme  verraily  in  my  de)7nge, 
As  ye  han  herd,  and  whan  that  I  hadde 

songe  1851 

Me  thoughtc  she  leyde  a  greym  upon  my 

itiHge : 

WTierfore  I  sy-ngc,  and  sj'nge  moot  ccitcyn 
In  honour  of  that  blisfiil  mayden  free, 


Til  fro  my  tonge  of-taken  is  the  greyn ; 
And  after  that  thus  seyde  she  to  me, 
"  My  litel  child,  now  wol  I  fecche  thee 
Whan  that  the  greyn  is  firo  thy  tonge 

y-take ; 
Be  nat  agast,  I  wol  thee  nat  forsake." ' 

This  hooly  monk,   this  abbot,   hym 

meene  I,  x86o 

His  tonge  out  caughte  and  took  awey  the 

greyn, 
And  he  yaf  up  the  goost  fill  softely. 
And  whan  this  abbot  hadde  this  wonder 

seyn. 
His  saltc  teeris  trikled  doun  as  reyn. 
And  gruf  he  fil,  al  plat  upon  the  grounde, 
And  stille  he  lay  as  he  had  ben  y-bounde. 

The  covent  eek  lay  on  the  pavement, 
Wepynge   and   herying  Crista  mooder 

deere, 
And  after  that  they  rysc  and  forth  been 

went, 
And  tooken  awey  this  martir  from  his 

beere ;  1870 

And  in  a  tombe  of  marbul  stones  cleere, 
Enclosen  they  his  litel  body  sweete  : 
Ther  he  is  now,  God  leve  us  for  to  meete ! 

O  yonge  Hugh  of  Lyncoln,  slayn  also 
With  cursed  Jewes,  as  it  is  not&ble. 
For  it  is  but  a  litel  while  ago, 
Preye  eek  for  us,  we  sjrnfiil  folk  unstable. 
That  of  his  mercy  God,  so  merciable. 
On  us  his  grete  mercy  multiplie 
For  reverence  of  his  mooder,    Marie. 
Amen.  1880 

Bihoold  the  murye  wordes  of  the  Hcosi  to 

Chaucer 

Whan  seyd  was  al  this  miracle,  every 
man 
As  sobre  was  that  wonder  was  to  se. 
Til  that  ourc  Hooste  japen  tho  bigan. 
And  thanne  at  erst  he  lookM  upon  me, 


t868.  htryini/E^  herven, 
1 87 1,  tombe t  E  tewpfe, 
1874.  yonf^  Hugh  of  L^mcoim, 
been  crucified  by  the  Jews  in  yss5« 


nid  to  have 
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hus:    *What  man  artow?' 

he; 

St  as  thou  woldest  fynde  an 

n  the  ground  I  se  thee  stare. 

;r,  and  looke  up  murily. 
w,  sires,  and  lat  this  man 
place ;  1889 

ast  is  shape  as  wel  as  I ; 
x)[)et  in  an  arm  tenbrace 
man,  smal  and  &ir  of  face, 
vyssh  by  his  contenaunce, 
^ht  dooth  he  daliaunce. 

iwhat,  syn  oother  folk  han 

!  of  myrthe,  and  that  anon.' 
od  I,    *ne  beth  nat  jrvele 

le  certes  kan  I  noon, 
I  lemed  longe  agoon.' 

good,*  quod     he,     *now 
e  heere  1900 

thyng,  me  thynketh  by  his 


:r's  tale  of  sir 

THOPAS 

mneth  Chancers  Tale  of 
TTiopas 

HE  FIRST  FIT 

lordes,  in  good  entent, 
ol  telle  verrayment 
rthe  and  of  solas ; 
nyght  was  feir  and  gent 
le  and  in  toumeyment, 
ime  was  sire  Thopas. 

U  0/  Sir  Thopas.  '  The  Rime 
ras  clearly  intended  to  ridicule 
Srofs'*  fictions  of  the  common 
age^  and  still  more,  perhaps, 
tneir  language  and  venification. 
Airases  taken  from  fsumbrat^ 
^ontmt,  and  other  romances 
tyle,    which    are    still   extant' 


Y-bom  he  was  in  fer  contree, 
In  Flaundres,  al  biyonde  the  see, 

At  Poperyng,  in  the  place ;         1910 
His  fader  was  a  man  ful  free. 
And  lord  he  was  of  that  contree, 

As  it  was  Goddes  grace. 

Sire  Thopas  wax  a  doghty  swayn  ; 
Whit  was  his  face  as  pa3mdemayn, 

His  lippes  rede  as  rose ; 
His  rode  is  lyk  scarlet  in  gra3m. 
And  I  yow  telle  in  good  certdyn 

He  hadde  a  semely  nose. 

His  heer,  his  herd,  was  lyk  saffiroun. 
That  to  his  girdel  raughte  adoun ;  1991 

His  shoon  of  cordewane. 
Of  Brugges  vere  his  hosen  broun, 
HLs  rob^  was  of  syklatoun 

That  coste  many  a  jane. 

He  koude  hunte  at  wilde  deer, 
And  ride  an  haukyng  for  river 

With  grey  goshauk  on  honde ; 
Ther-to  he  was  a  good  archeer  ; 
Of  wrastlyng  was  ther  noon  his  peer, 

Ther  any  ram  shal  stonde.  1931 

Ful  many  a  mayde  bright  in  hour 
They  moome  for  h3an,  paramour^ 

Whan  hem  were  bet  to  slepe  ; 
But  he  was  chaast,  and  no  lechour, 
And  sweete  as  is  the  brembul  flour 

That  bereth  the  rede  hepe. 

And  so  bifel  upon  a  day. 
For  sothe,  as  I  yow  telle  may. 

Sire  Thopas  wolde  out  ride  ;       1940 
He  worth  upon  his  steede  gray. 
And  in  his  hand  a  launcegay, 

A  long  swerd  by  his  side. 

He  priketh  thurgh  a  &ir  forest 
Ther-inne  is  many  a  wilde  best. 

Ye,  bothe  bukke  and  hare  ; 
And  as  he  priketh  north  and  est, 
I  telle  it  yow,  hym  hadde  almest 

Bitidde  a  sory  care. 

X9xa  Po^eryngt  not  far  from  Ostend. 
1997.  fi^r  river,  i.e.  by  the  river^side. 
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Ther  spryngen  herbes  grete  and  smale, 
The  lycorys  and  cetewale  1951 

And  many  a  clowe-gylofre, 
And  notemuge  to  putte  in  ale, 
VVhcithcr  it  be  moyste  or  stale, 

Or  for  to  Icye  in  cofre. 

The  briddes  synge,  it  is  no  nay, 
The  sparhauk  and  the  papejay. 

That  joye  it  was  to  heere. 
The  thrustelcok  made  eek  hir  lay. 
The  wodedowve  upon  the  spray  i960 

She  sang  ful  loude  and  clecre. 

Sire  Thojxis  fil  in  love-longynge, 
Al  whan  he  herde  the  thnistel  synge, 

And  prykcd  as  he  were  wood  ; 
His  faire  steedc  in  his  prikynge 
So  swattc  that  men  myghte  him  wrynge. 

His  sydcs  were  al  blood. 

Sire  Thopas  eek  so  wery  was 
For  prikyng,  on  the  softe  gras, — 

So  ficrs  was  his  corage, —  1970 

That  doun  he  leyde  him  in  that  plas 
To  make  his  steede  som  solas, 

And  yaf  hym  good  forage. 

*  O  seinte  Marie,  btnedicite  I 
WHiat  cyleth  this  love  at  me 

To  bynde  me  so  soore  ? 
Me  drcmed  al  this  nyght,  pardee^ 
An  Elf-queene  shal  my  lemman  be 

And  slejx:  under  my  goore. 

*  An  Elf-queene  wol  I  love,  y-wis,       1980 
For  in  this  world  no  womman  is 

Worthy  to  be  my  make 
In  towne. 
Allc  othere  wommen  I  forsake. 
And  to  an  Elf-queene  I  me  take 

By  dale  and  eek  by  downe.* 

Into  his  sadcl  he  clamb  anon, 
And  j)riketh  over  stile  and  stoon 

An  Elf-queene  for  tespye  ; 
Til  he  so  longc  hadde  riden  and  goon    1990 
That  he  foond  in  a  pryvc  woon 

Tlie  conlree  of  Fairyc, 

1963.  thmstel^  H  briddts. 


So  wilde ; 
For  in  that  contree  was  ther  noon 
That  to  him  dorste  ryde  or  goon. 
Neither  wyf  ne  childe  ; 

Til  that  ther  cam  a  greet  geaunt. 
His  name  was  sire  Olifiiunt, 

A  perilous  man  of  dede. 
He  seyde,  *  Child,  by  Termagaunt !    3000 
But  if  thou  prike  out  of  myn  haunt, 

Anon  I  sle  thy  steede 
With  mace ! 
Heere  is  the  queene  of  Fairye, 
With  harpe,  and  pipe,  and  symphonye, 

Dwellynge  in  this  place.' 

The  child  seyde,  *  Al-so  mootc  I  ihee  ! 
Tomorwe  wol  I  meete  with  thee. 

Whan  I  have  VKyn  armoure. 
And  yet  I  hope,  par  ma  fay ^  90x0 

That  thou  shalt  with  this  launccgay 

Abyen  it  fill  soure ; 
Thy  mawe 
Shal  I  percen,  if  I  may, 
Er  it  be  fiilly  pryme  of  day, 

For  heere  thow  shalt  be  slawe.' 

Sire  Thopas  drow  abak  ful  &ste  ; 
This  geant  at  hym  stones  caste 

Out  of  a  fel  staf-sl]mge ; 
But  faire  escai)eth  sire  Thopas ; 
And  al  it  was  thurgh  Goddes  gras. 

And  thurgh  his  ^r  berynge. 

Yet  listeth,  lordcs,  to  my  tale 
Murier  than  the  nightyngale, 

For  now  I  wol  yow  rowne 
How  sir  Thopas,  with  sydes  smale, 
Prikying  over  hill  and  dale, 

Is  comen  agayn  to  towne. 

His  murie  men  comanded  he 

To  make  hym  bothe  game  and  glee. 

For  nedes  moste  he  iighte 
With  a  geaunt,  with  hevedes  three. 
For  paramour  and  jolitee 

Of  oon  that  shoon  ful  brigbte. 

^P95*  That  to  him^  etc,  from  H  only;  E' 
omit. 
9005.  ///V,  H  Me. 
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•  Do  come,'  he  seyde,  *iny  mynstrales, 
And  geestours  for  to  tellen  tales, 

Anon  in  myn  arm^ge ; 
Of  romances  that  been  roiales, 
f  >f  Popes  and  of  Cardinales, 

And  eek  of  love-likynge.'  2040 

They  fette  hym  first  the  sweete  wyn 
And  mede  eek  in  a  mazelyn, 

And  roial  spicerye ; 
And  gyngebreed  that  was  ful  fyn, 
And  lycorys,  and  eek  comyn, 

With  sugre  that  is  so  trye. 

He  dide  next  his  white  leere 
Of  clooth  of  lake,  fyn  and  cleere, 

A  breech  and  eek  a  sherte  ; 
And  next  his  sherte  an  akctoun,     3050 
And  over  that  an  haubergeoun 

For  percynge  of  his  herte  ; 

And  over  that  a  fyn  hawberk, 
Was  al  y-wroght  of  Jewes  werk, 

Ful  strong  it  was  of  plate  ; 
And  over  that  his  cote-armour, 
As  whit  as  is  a  lilye  flour, 

In  which  he  wol  debate. 

His  sheeld  was  al  of  gold  so  reed, 
And  ther-inne  was  a  bores  heed,     3060 

A  charbocle  bisyde ; 
And  there  he  swoor,  on  ale  and  breed. 
How  that  the  geaunt  shal  be  deed, 

*  Bityde  what  bityde  ! ' 

Hise  jambeux  were  of  qu3rrboilly. 
His  swerdes  shethe  of  yvory, 

His  helm  of  laton  bright ; 
His  sadel  was  of  rewel  boon  ; 
His  brydel  as  the  sonne  shoon, 

Or  as  the  moone  light.  2070 

His  spere  it  was  of  fyn  dprees, 

That  bodeth  werre,  and  no-thyng  pees. 

The  heed  fill  sharpe  y-grounde  ; 
His  steeds  was  al  dappull-gray, 
It  gooth  an  ambil  in  the  way 

Ful  softely  and  rounde 

9041.  fetie^  E  utie. 
3046,  s0^  om.  H0. 


In  londe. 
Loo,  lordes  mync,  heere  is  a  Fit ; 
If  ye  wol  any  moore  of  it 

To  telle  it  wol  I  fonde.  ?fi8o 


THE   SECOND    FIT 

Now  holde  youre  mouth,  par  charitee^ 
Bothe  knyght  and  lady  free, 

And  herkneth  to  my  spelle  ; 
Of  batailles  and  of  chivalry, 
And  of  ladyes  love-drury, 

Anon  I  wol  yow  telle. 

Men  speken  of  romauns  of  prys, — 
Of  Ilornchild,  and  of  Ypotys, 

Of  Bevcs  and  of  sir  Gy, 
Of  sir  Lybeux  and  Pleyn-damour ;  2090 
But  sir  Thopas  he  bereth  the  flour 

Of  roial  chivalry  ! 

His  goode  steede  al  he  bistrood, 
And  forth  upon  his  wey  he  rood, 

As  sparcle  out  of  the  bronde  ; 
Upon  his  creest  he  bar  a  tour, 
And  ther-inne  stiked  a  lilie  flour, — 

God  shilde  his  cors  fro  shondc  ! 


And  for  he  was  a  knyght  auntrous, 
He  nolde  slepen  in  noon  hous, 

But  liggen  in  his  hoode  ; 
His  brighte  helm  was  his  wonger, 
And  by  hym  baiteth  his  dexlrer 

Of  herbes  fyne  and  goode  ; 


2100 


Hym  self  drank  water  of  the  well, 
As  dide  the  knyght  sire  Percy  veil, 

So  worthy  under  wede  ; 
Til  on  a  day— 

Heere  the  Hoost  stynieth  Chaucer  of  his 
Tale  of  Thopas 

*  Na     moore     of     this,     for     Goddcs 
dignitee ! '  2109 

9085.  And  of  etc.,  H  T^sds  0/  iadys  hne  and 
drewerye. 

2089.  of  sir  Gy^  H*  om.  of. 

2090.  sir  L^hiux^    Li    biaus    desconneus,    or 
Libius  Disconius,  'the  fair  unknown.' 

3094.  roody  W^  giood. 
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Quod  oure  I  loste,  *  for  thou  makest  mc 
So  wer)'  of  thy  verray  lewetlncsse 
That,  also  wisly  God  my  soule  blesse, 
Min  ercs  aken  of  thy  drasty  speche. 
Now  swich  a  xyia  the  dcvel  I  biteche  ! 
This  may  wel  be  rym  dogcrel,'  quod  he. 

*  \Vliy    so  ? '   quod    I ;    '  why    wiltow 

lette  me 
M<x)re  of  my  talc  than  another  man, 
Syn  that  it  is  the  beste  r)Tnc  I  kan  ?  * 

*  By  God,'  quod  he,  *  for  pleynly,  at 

a  word, 
Thy  drasty  rymyng  is  nat  worth  a  toord ; 
Thou  doost  noght  ellcs  but  despendest 

tyme ;  2121 

Sire,   at  o  word,   thou  shalt  no  Icnger 

ryme. 
I^t  se  wher  thou  kanst  tellen  aught  in 

gceste. 
Or  telle  in  prose  somwhat,  at  the  leeste. 
In  which  ther  l)e  som  murthe,  or  stmie 

doclryne.* 

*  Gladly,'  qu<xl  I,  *by  Goddes  sweetc 

pyne  ! 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  litel  thyng  in  prose 
That  oghtc  liken  yow,  as  I  suppose, 
Or  elles,  ccrtes,  ye  been  to  daungcrous. 
It  is  a  moral  tale  vertuous,  2130 

Al  be  it  told  somtymc  in  sondry  ^•j'sc 
Of  sundr)'  folk,  as  I  shal  yow^  devysc. 

*  As     thus ;     ye     woot     that     every 

Evaungelist 
Tliat  telleth  us  the  peyne  of  Jhesii  Crist 
No  seilh  nat  alle  thyng  as  hisfelawe  dooth ; 
But  nathelees  hir  sentence  is  al  sooth, 
And  alle  acorden  as  in  hire  sentence, 
Al  be  ther  in  hir  tellyng  difference  ; 
For   somme   of   hem   seyn   moore,   and 

sommc  lesse, 
Whan  they  his  pitous  passioun  exprcsse, — 
I   mccnc  of  Marke,  Mathew,   Luc  and 

John, —  7141 

But  doutclees  hir  sentence  is  all  oon. 

'  Thcrfore,  lordyngcs  alle,  I  yow  biseche 
If  that  yc  th)'nkc  I  \'arie  as  in  my  speche, 
As  thus,  thoujjh  that  I  telle  somwhat  moore 
Of  provcrbcs,  than  ye  han  herd  bifoore 

i\\%.  rymt,  E  iaU. 
2131.  toUy  £  take. 
2139.  fesse,  E*  seyn  lesse. 


Comprehended  in  this  litel  tretys  hecre, 
To  enforce  with  theffect  of  my  matcere  ; 
And  though  I  nat  the  same  wordes  seye, 
As  ye  han  herd,  yet  to  yow  alle  I  preye, 
Blameth  me  nat,  for  as  in  my  sentence  2151 
Ye  shul  not  fynden  moche  difference 
Fro  the  sentence  of  this  tretys  lyte 
After  the  which  this  murye  tale  I  write ; 
And  therfore  herkneth  what  that  I  shal 

seye. 
And  lat  me  tellen  al  my  tale,  I  preye.' 

CHAUCER'S  TALE  OF 
MELIBEUS 

Heerf  bigynfuth  Chaucer^ s  Tali  of 
Melibee 

A  yong  man  called  Melibetis,  myghty 
and  riche,  bigat  upon  his  wyf,  that 
called  was  Prudence,  a  doghter  which 
that  called  was  Sophie. 

Upon  a  day  bifel,  that  he  for  his 
desport  is  went  into  the  feeldes,  hym 
to  pleye ;  his  wyf  and  eek  his  doghter 
hath  he  left  inwiUi  his  hous,  of  which  the 
(lores  wcren  fast  y-shette.  [tx6o]  Thre  of 
his  olde  foes  han  it  espyed,  and  setten 
laddres  to  the  walles  of  his  hous,  and  b>' 
the  w7ndowes  been  entred,  and  betten  his 
wyf,  and  wounded  his  doghter  with  fyve 
mortal  woundes  in  f3rve  sondiy  places, — 
this  is  to  se)^,  in  hir  feet,  in  hir  handes, 
in  hir  erys,  in  hir  nose,  and  in  hire  mouth, 
— and  leften  hire  for  deed,  and  wenten 
awey. 

\Vhan  Melibeus  retoumed  was  into  his 
hous  and  saugh  al  this  meschief,  he,  lyk  a 
mad  man,  rentynge  his  clothes,  gan  to 
wepc  and  crie. 

Prudence,  his  wyf,  as  ferforth  as  she 
dorste,  bisoghte  hym  of  his  wepyng  ft* 

9x54.  *ttvry€y  H  Utel. 

Chaucer's  TaU  0/  Melibee.  Thi«  very  dnO 
dissertation  is  taken  from  Jean  de  Mcmg's 
French  venion  of  the  Liber  Cpiualati^Ut  €t 
CoHsiiii  of  Albertano  of  Brescia,  compoaed  «■> 
1238. 

2T<7.  a  doghter  which  thmi  cm//ed  wms  Sa^JUet 
the  nrst  of  many  decasyllabic  cadencesi  in  tbt 
early  pages  uf  Cnaucer's  prose. . 
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• ;  [a»6s]  but  nat  for-thy  he  gan  to 
wepen  ever  lenger  the  moore. 
noble  wyf  Prudence  remembred 
m  the  sentence  of  Ovide,  in  his 
it  cleped  is  The  Remedie  of  Love, 
is  he  seith,  *  He  is  a  fool  that 
•eth  the  mooder  to  wepen  in  the 
hire  child,  til  she  have  wept  hir 
for  a  certein  tyme,  and  thanne 
\  doon  his  diligence  with  amyable 
lire  to  reconforte,  and  preyen  hire 
ep>'ng  for  to  stynte.'  For  which 
.his  noble  wyf  Prudence  suffred 
ibonde  for  to  wepe  and  crie  as 
tein  space ;  [2170]  and  whan  she 
ir  tyme,  she  seyde  hym  in  this 
Vilas,  my  lord,*  quod  she,  *why 
;  youreself  for  to  be  lyk  a  fool  ! 
e  it  aperteneth  nat  to  a  wys  man 
1  swiche  a  sorwe.  Youre  doghter 
grace  of  God  shal  warisshe  and 
and,  al  were  it  so  that  she  right 
e  deed,  ye  ne  oughte  nat,  as  for 
b,  youreself  to  destroye.  Senek 
The  wise  man  shal  nat  take  to 
sconfort   for   the   deeth    of    his 

[3175]  but,  certts,  he  sholde 
.  in  pacience  as  wel  as  he  abideth 
1  of  his  owcne  propre  persone."' 
Melibeus  answerde  anon,  and 
What  man,'  quod  he,  'sholde 
jpyng  stente  that  hath  so  greet  a 
r  to  wepe?  Jhesu  Crist,  oure 
)rmself  wepte  for  the  deeth  of 
hys  freend.' 

nee  answerde,  *Certes,  wel  I 
tempree  wepyng  is  no  thyng 
1     to    hym     that     sorwefiil     is 

folk  in  sorwe,  but  it  is  rather 
hym  to  wepe. 

Apostle  Paul  imto  the  Romayns 
*Man  shal  rejoyse  with  hem  that 
jye,  and  wepen  with  swich  folk 
"  ;  [2x80]  but  though  attempree 
be  y-graunted,  outrageous  wep- 
:es    is    deflfended.       Mesure   of 

ridt^  in  his  ^k:  De  Rem,  Am.   i. 

Htk  seiih  :  £/.  Ixxiv.  20.  This  and 
snces  are  taken  from  Dr.  Thor  Sundby's 
he  Latin  text  (Cbauc.  Soc.  1873). 


wepyng  sholde  be  conserved,  after  the 
loore  that  techeth  us  Senek :  "Whan  that 
thy  frend  is  deed,"  quod  he,  "lat  nat 
thyne  eyen  to  moyste  been  of  teeris,  ne 
to  muche  drye  ;  although  the  teeris  come 
to  thyne  eyen,  lat  hem  nat  falle,  and 
whan  thou  hast  for-goon  thy  freend,  do 
diligence  to  gete  another  freend,  and  this 
is  moore  wysdom  than  for  to  wepe  for 
thy  freend  which  that  thou  hast  lorn,  for 
ther-inne  is  no  boote" ;  and  therfore,  if  ye 
governc  yow  by  sapience,  put  awey  sorwe 
out  of  youre  herte.  [2185]  Remembre 
yow  that  Jhesus  Syrak  seith,  "A  man 
that  is  joyous,  and  glad  in  herte,  it  hym 
conserveth  florissynge  in  his  age,  but 
soothly  sorweful  herte  maketh  hise  bones 
dr}'e."  He  seith  eek  thus,  that  sorwe  in 
herte  sleeth  fill  many  a  man.  Salomon 
seith  that  "right  as  motthes  in  the  shepes 
flees  anoyeth  to  the  clothes,  and  the  smale 
wormes  to  the  tree,  right  so  anoyeth 
sorwe  to  the  herte  " ;  wherfore  us  oghte, 
as  wel  in  the  deeth  of  oure  children  as  in 
the  losse  of  othere  goodes  temporels,  have 
pacience. 

*  Remembre  yow  up  on  the  pacient 
Job.  Whan  he  hadde  lost  his  children 
and  his  tem]X)reel  substance,  and  in  his 
body  endured  and  receyved  ful  many  a 
grevous  tribulacion,  yet  seyde  he  thus  : 
[2190]  "  Oure  Lord  hath  yeve  it  me ; 
oure  Lord  hath  biraft  it  me  ;  right  as 
oure  Lord  hath  wold,  right  so  it  is  doon  ; 
blessed  be  the  name  of  oure  Lord  ! "  * 

To  thise  foreseide  thynges  answerde 
Melibeus  unto  his  wyf  Pnidence  ;  *  AUe 
thy  wordes,' quod  he,  *been  sothe,  and 
therwith  profitable,  but  trewely  myn 
herte  is  troubled  with  this  sorwe  so 
grevously  that  I  noot  what  to  doone.* 

*  Lat  calle,*quod  Prudence,  *  thy  trewe 
freendes  alle,  and  thy  lynage  whiche 
that  been  wise.       Telleth  youre  cas  and 

2180.  conserved,  E*  considered^  but  the  Latin 
text  has  servandus. 

2x80.  Senek,  Ep.  Ixiii.  x  and  q^. 

2x85.  Jtusus  Syrak.  A  quotation  from  Ecclus. 
XXX.  25  is  here  omitted.  The  text  occurs  in 
Prov.  xvii.  22. 

2x90.  Telleth  youre  cas,  H  telleth  hem  your 
grevauncc. 
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hcrkncth  what  they  scye  in  conseillyng, 
and  yow  govemc  after  hire  sentence. 
Salomon  seith,  **Werkalle  thy  thynges 
by  conseil,  and  thou  shalt  never  re- 
l^entc. "  * 

Thanne  by  the  conseil  of  his  wyf 
Prudence  this  Melibcus  leet  callen  a  greet 
congregacioun  of  folk,  [2195]  as  surgiens, 
phisiciens,  olde  folk  and  yonge,  and 
somme  of  his  olde  enemys  reconsiled, 
as  by  hir  semblaunt,  to  his  love  and  into 
his  grace,  and  therwithal  ther  comcn 
somme  of  his  neighebores  that  diden 
hym  reverence  moore  for  drede  than  for 
love,  as  it  happeth  ofte.  Ther  comen 
also  ful  many  subtille  flatereres,  and  wise 
advocatz,  Icmed  in  the  lawe. 

And  whan  this  folk  togidre  assembled 
weren,  this  AFelibeus  in  sorweful  wise 
shewed  hem  his  cas,  and  by  the  raanere 
of  his  speche  it  semed  wel  that  in  herte 
he  baar  a  crueel  ire,  redy  to  doon  venge- 
ance ui)on  his  foes,  and  sodeynly  desired 
that  the  werre  sholde  bigynne,  [3300]  but 
nathelees,  yet  axed  he  hire  conseil  upon 
this  matiere. 

A  surgien,  by  licence  and  assent  of 
swiche  as  weren  wise,  up  roos  and  to 
Melibcus  seyde  as  ye  may  heere  :  *  Sire,' 
quod  he,  *as  to  us  surgiens  ai>ertenelh 
that  we  do  to  every  wight  the  beste  that 
we  kan,  where  as  we  been  wilhholde, 
and  to  oure  jxicientz  that  we  do  no 
damage  ;  wherfore  it  hapixith  many  tyme 
antl  ofte  that  whan  twey  men  han  everich 
wounded  oother,  oon  same  surgien 
heeleth  hem  bothe ;  wherfore  unto  oure 
art  it  is  nat  [xjrtinent  to  norice  werre,  ne 
IKirties  to  supjjorte.  [2305]  But  certes,  as 
to  the  warisshynge  of  youre  doghter,  al 
l)e  it  so  that  she  perilously  be  wounde<l, 
we  shullen  do  so  ententif  bisynesse  fro 
day  to  nyght  that  with  the  grace  of  God 
she  shal  be  hool  and  sound  !is  soone  as  is 
jMissiblc.' 

Alimnvst  right  in  llie  same  wise  the 
phisiciens  answerden,  save  that  they 
scytlcn  a  fewe  woordes  moore  ;  that  right 


iifjf^i.  thou  shalt  never  rc^nti,  H  thi  thar 
never  rewe. 
2190.  of  folk  ^  H  efpepU. 


as  maladies  been  cured  by  hir  contraries, 
right  so  shul  men  warisshc  werre  by 
vengeaunce. 

His  neighebores  fill  of  envye,  his 
feyned  freendes  that  semcden  reconsiled, 
and  his  flatereres  maden  semblant  ol 
wepyng,  and  empeireden  and  agreggcden 
muchel  of  this  matiere,  in  preisynge 
greet ly  Melibee,  of  myght,  of  power,  of 
richesse,  and  of  freendes,  despisynge  the 
power  of  his  adversaries,  [3310]  and  seidcn 
outrely  that  he  anon  sholde  wrekcn  h>*m 
on  his  foes,  and  bigynne  werre. 

Up  roos  thanne  an  advocat  that  was 
wys,  by  leve  and  by  conseil  of  othere  that 
were  wise,  and  seide,  *  Lordynges,  the 
nede  for  which  we  been  assembled  in  this 
place  is  a  ful  hevy  thyng,  and  an  heigh 
matiere,  by  cause  of  the  wrong  and  of  the 
wikkednesse  that  hath  be  doon,  and  eek 
by  resoun  of  the  grcte  damages  that  in 
tyme  comynge  been  possible  to  fallen  for 
this  same  cause,  and  eek  by  resoun  of  the 
grete  richesse  and  power  of  the  parties 
bothe,  [331 5 J  for  the  whiche  resouns  it 
were  a  ful  greet  peril  to  erren  in  this 
matiere  ;  wherfore,  Melibeus,  this  b  oure 
sentence ;  we  conseille  )'ow  aboven  alk 
thyng,  that  right  anon  thou  do  thy  dili- 
gence in  kepynge  of  thy  propre  persone, 
in  swich  a  wise  that  thou  wante  noon 
espie,  ne  wacche,  thy  body  for  to  save ; 
and  after  tliat  we  conseille  that  in  thyn 
hous  thou  sette  sufficeant  gamisoun,  so 
that  they  may  as  wel  thy  body  as  th)!! 
hous  defende ;  but  certes,  for  to  moe^'C 
werre,  or  sodeynly  for  to  duon  venge' 
aunce,  we  may  nat  demen  in  so  litel  tjroM 
that  it  were  profitable.  Wherfore  we 
axen  leyscr  and  espace  to  have  delibeni' 
cioun  in  this  cas  to  deme,  [aaao]  for  the 
commune  proverbe  seith  thus :  "  He 
that  soone  dcemeth,  soone  shal  repente ''; 
and  eek  men  seyn  that  thilke  juge  is  wys 
that  soone  understondcth  a  matiere  and 
juggeth  by  leyser ;  for,  al  be  it  so  tha! 
alle  tariyng  be  anoyful,  algates  it  b  nal 
to  rcpreve  in  ycvynge  of  juggement,  w 

3305.  tm^irtdtUj  H  a^peUrtti, 
33xa  foet^  and  btgynme,  H  mdoeramritt  it  ht 
Synnyngeof. 
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in  vengeance  takyng,  whan  it  is  sufficcant 
and  resonable ;  and  that  shewed  oure 
I^rd  Jhesu  Crist  by  ensample,  for  whan 
that  the  womman  that  was  taken  in 
avowtrie  was  broght  in  his  presence  to 
knowen  what  sholdc  be  doon  with  hire 
persone, — al  be  it  so  that  he  wiste  wel 
hymself  what  that  he  wolde  answere, — 
yet  nc  wolde  he  nat  answere  sodcynly, 
bat  he  wolde  have  deliberacioun,  and  in 
the  ground  he  wroot  twies  ;  and  by  thise 
causes  we  axen  deliberacioun,  and  wc  shal 
thanne,  by  the  grace  of  God,  conseillc 
thee  ihyng  that  shal  be  profitable.' 

[asas]  Up  stirten  thanne  theyongc  folk 
atones,  and  the  mooste  partie  of  that 
compoignye  scorned  the  wise  olde  men, 
and  bigonnen  to  make  noysc,  and  seyden 
that  '  Right  so  as,  whil  that  iren  is  hoot, 
men  sholdcn  smyte,  right  so  men  sholde 
wreken  hir  wronges  while  that  they  been 
fresshe  and  newe ' ;  and  with  loud  voys 
they  criden,  *  Werre  !  werre  !  * 

Up  roos  tho  oon  of  thise  olde  wise,  and 
with  his  hand  made  contcnauncc  that 
men  sholde  holden  hem  stille,  and  yeven 
hym  audience. 

•Lordynges,'  quod  he,  Mher  is  ful 
many  a  man  that  crieth  "Werre !  werre !  '* 
that  woot  ful  litel  what  werre  amounteth. 
Werre  at  his  bigynn>'ng  hath  so  greet  an 
entryng  and  so  large,  that  every  wight 
may  entre  whan  hym  liketh  and  lightly 
f)-nde  werre  ;  [2230]  but  certes,  what  ende 
that  shal  ther-of  bifallc  it  is  nat  light  to 
knowe ;  for  soothly,  whan  that  werre  is 
ones  bigonne  ther  is  ful  many  a  child 
mbom  of  his  mooder  that  shal  stcrve 
yong  by  cause  of  that  ilkc  werre,  or  elles 
lyve  in  sorwe,  and  dye  in  wrecchednessc  ; 
and  therfore,  er  that  any  werre  bigynnc, 
men  moste  have  greet  conseil  and  greet 
deliberacioun.' 

And  whan  this  olde  man  wcndc  to 
cnforcen  his  tale  by  restms,  wel  ny  alio 
atones  bigonne  they  to  rise  for  to  brekcn 
his  tale,  and  be<len  hym  ful  ode  his 
wordes  for  to  abre^je ;  for  soothly,  he 
that  precheth  to  hem  that  listen  nat 
beeren    his    wordes,    his    sermon    hem 


anoieth  ;  [2235]  for  Jhesus  Syrak  scith, 
that  *  musik  in  wepynge  is  a  noyous 
thyng' ;  this  is  to  scyn,  as  muche  availleth 
lo  sjxiken  bifore  folk  to  whichc  liis  sj^clic 
anoyeth,  as  doth  to  syngc  biforn  hym  that 
wepelh.  And  this  wise  man  saugh  thai 
hym  wanted  audience,  and  al  shamefast 
he  sette  hym  doun  agayn  ;  for  Salomon 
seith,  *  Ther  as  thou  nc  mayst  have  noon 
audience,  enforce  thee  nat  to  s|X'ke.' 

*  I  see  wel,'  quod  this  wise  man, 
*  that  the  commune  provcrbc  is  sooth, 
**That  good  conseil  wantelh  whan  it  is 
moosl  nede."' 

Vet  hadde  this  Mclibeus  in  his  conseil 
many  folk  that  prively  in  liis  ecre  con- 
seilled  hym  ccrteyn  thyng,  and  conscillcd 
hym  the  conlrarie  in  general  audience. 

[2240]  Whan  Melil)eus  hadde  herd  that 
the  gretteste  jiartie  of  his  conseil  weren 
accorded  that  he  sholde  maken  werre, 
anoon,  he  consented  to  hir  conseil lyng 
and  fully  affermed  hire  sentence. 

Thanne  dame  Prudence,  whan  that 
she  saugh  how  that  hir  housbonde  shoope 
hym  for  to  wreken  hym  on  hise  foes,  and 
to  big)'nne  werre,  she  in  ful  humble  wise, 
whan  she  saugh  hir  tyme,  seide  to  hym 
thise  wordes. 

*  My  lord,'  quod  she,  '  1  yow  biseche, 
as  hertely  as  I  dar  and  kan,  nc  haste  yow 
nat  to  fasle,  and  for  alle  gcrdons,  as 
yeveth  me  audience  ;  for  Piers  Alfoncc 
scith,  "  Who  so  that  dtH)th  to  that  oother 
good  or  harm,  haste  ihce  nat  lo  (juiten 
it ;  for  in  this  wise  thy  freend  wole  abydc, 
and  thyn  enemy  shal  the  lengcr  lyve  in 
drcdc. "  The provcrl>c seilh,  "He hastelh 
wel  that  wisely  kan  abyde,  and  in  wikked 
haste  is  no  profit. "  * 

[2245]  This  Melilx;e  answerde  unto  his 
wyf  Pnidence,  *  I  i^urix)sc  nat,"  quod 
he,  *to  werkc  by  thy  conseil,  for  many 
causes  and  resouns ;  for  certes,  e\  ery 
wight   wolde    holde  me    thanne   a    fool. 

2235.  is  a  Hoyous  ihyng;:  '  Mu-<u  ii  in  luctu  t-^l 
iin[K>rtuna  narratio '  (Ecclus.  xxii.  ("X 

2240,  OH  hisefoesy  H  o/his  emtnyi-s. 
7240.  Piers  Al/oHce  scith:  Disii/>lina   Clfti 
calis,  XXV.  15. 
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This  is  to  seyn,  if  I,  for  thy  conseillyng, 
wolde  chaungen  thynges  that  been  or- 
deyned  and  affermed  by  so  manye  wyse. 
Secoundly,  I  seye  that  alle  wommen  been 
wikke,  and  noon  good  of  hem  alle ;  for, 
**  Of  a  thousand  men,"  seith  Salomon, 
*'  I  foond  a  good  man,  but  certes,  of  alle 
wommen,  good  womman  foond  I  nevere" ; 
and  also,  certes,  if  I  governed  me  by  thy 
conseil,  it  sholde  seme  that  I  hadde  yeve 
to  thee  over  me  the  maistrie,  and  God 
forbede  that  it  so  were  !  for  Jhesus 
Syrak  seith,  that  if  the  wyf  have  maistrie 
she  is  contrarious  to  hir  housbonde  ;  [2250] 
and  Salomon  seith,  **  Never  in  thy  lyf, 
to  thy  wyf,  ne  to  thy  child,  nc  to  thy 
freend,  ne  yeve  no  power  over  thyself, 
for  bettre  it  were  that  thy  children  aske 
of  thy  persone  thynges  that  hem  nedeth 
than  thou  be  thyself  in  the  handes  of  thy 
children  "  ;  and  if  I  wolde  werke  by  thy 
conseillyng,  certes,  my  conseillyng  moste 
soni  tyme  be  secree  til  it  were  tyme  that 
it  moste  be  knowe,  and  this  ne  may 
noght  be.  For  it  is  written,  **  The 
janglerie  of  women  can  hide  thyngis  that 
they  wot  nought" ;  furthermore,  the  philo- 
sophre  saith,  **  In  wykke  conseyl  women 
venquysse  men  " ;  and  for  these  reasons 
I  ought  not  to  make  use  of  thy  counsel.' 
Whanne  dame  Prudence,  ful  debonairly 
and  with  greet  pacience,  hadde  herd  al 
that  hir  housbonde  liked  for  to  seye, 
thannc  axed  she  of  hym  licence  for  to 
speke,  and  scyde  in  this  wise :  [2255] 
*  My  lord,'  quod  she,  *as  to  youre 
firste  resoun,  certes  it  may  lightly  been 
answered  ;  for  I  seye  that  it  is  no  folie 
to  chaungc  conseil  whan  the  thyng  is 
chaunged,  or  elles  whan  the  thyng  semeth 
ootherweyes  than  it  was  bifom ;  and 
mooreover,  I  seye  that  though  ye  han 
sworn  and  bihight  to  perfoume  youre 
emprise,  and  nathelees  ye  weyve  to 
perfoume  thilke  same  emprise  l^  juste 
cause,  men  sholde  nat  seyn  therfore  that 

2250.  For  It  is  written  .  ,  .  ihy^  coutuel^  ora. 
LH3,  supplied  from  Camb.  MS.  in  accordance 
with  Latin  and  French.  The  quotations  are  from 
Seneca,  Controv.  ii.  13.  12,  and  Publilius  Syrus, 

Sent.  324. 


ye  were  a  Her  ne  forsworn,  for  th< 
seith  that  the  wise  man  maketh  no 
whan  he  tumeth  his  corage  to  the 
and  al  be  it  so  that  youre  emprise  be 
lissed  and  ordeyned  by  greet  multi 
folk,  yet  thar  ye  nat  accomplice 
ordinaunce  but  yow  like  ;  for  the  I 
of  thynges  and  the  proHt  been 
founden  in  fewe  folk  that  been  wi 
ful  of  resoun,  than  by  greet  mu 
of  folk  ther  every  man  crieth  and  cl: 
what  that  hym  liketh ;  soothly, 
multitude  is  nat  honeste. 

[2260]  *As  to  the  seconde  i 
whereas  ye  seyn  that  alle  womme 
wikke ;  save  youre  grace,  cerl 
despisen  alle  wommen  in  this  wy: 
"he  that  al  despiseth  al  displese 
seith  the  book ;  and  Senec  seitl 
who  so  wole  have  sapience  shal  n 
despise,  but  he  shal  gladly  tech« 
science  that  he  kan  withouten  prt 
cioun  or  pride,  and  swiche  thynges 
nought  ne  kan  he  shal  nat  been  as 
to  lerne  hem  and  enquere  of  lass 
than  hymself ;  and,  sire,  thai  the 
been  many  a  good  womman  may 
be  preved,  for  certes,  sire,  ourc 
Jhesu  Crist  wolde  never  have  des< 
to  be  bom  of  a  womman,  if  alle  wc 
hadden  ben  wikke  ;  [3365]  and  afte 
for  the  grete  bountee  that  is  in  woi 
oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist,  whan  he  wa 
fro  deeth  to  lyve,  appeered  rathe 
womman  than  to  his  Apostles ; 
though  that  Salomon  seith  that 
foond  never  womman  good,  it  fi 
nat  therfore  that  alle  womman  ben  ^ 
for  though  that  he  ne  foond  no 
womman,  certes,  fill  many  anothei 
hath  founden  many  a  womman  fii] 
and  trewe ;  or  elles,  per  aventui 
entente  of  Salomon  was  this,  that, 
sovereyn  bounte,  he  foond  no  won 

2355.  the  hook  seith :  Chaucer's  transk 
the  *  Scriptum  est '  or  '  il  est  cscripC '  with 
the  Latin  and  French  texts  introduoe  an  una 
quotation. 

336a  Senec  seith :  in  ^  the  siq^oaatitii 
Qnat.  VirtntihuSt  caa».  iiL 
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that  is  to  scyn  that  ther  is  no  wight  that 
hath  sovereyn  bountcc,  save  (loU  allonc, 
— as  he  hymself  recordeth  in  hys  evaun- 
gelic, — [3370]  for  thcr  nys  no  creature  so 
g(X)d  that  hym  nc  wanteth  somwhat  of 
the  pcrfeccioun  of  G<xl,  that  is  his  maker. 

*  Voure  thriddc  resoun  is  this, — ye 
seyn  if  yc  goveme  yow  by  my  conseil  it 
shokie  seme  that  ye  hadde  yeve  me  the 
maistrie  and  the  lordshipe  over  yourc 
persrmc.  Sire,  save  youre  grace,  it  is 
nat  so,  for  if  it  were  so  that  no  man 
sholde  be  conseiUed  but  oonly  of  hem 
that  hadden  lordshijie  and  maistrie  of  his 
pcrsone,  men  wolden  nat  be  conseiUed  so 
ofte,  for  soothly  thilke  man  that  asketh 
conseil  of  a  purpos,  yet  hath  he  free 
chr>ys  wheither  he  wole  werke  by  that 
conseil  or  noon. 

*  And  as  to  youre  fourth  c  resoun  ; 
ther  ye  seyn  that  the  janglcrie  of  wommen 
hath  hyd  thynges  that  they  wiste  noght, 
as  who  seith  that  a  womraan  kan  nat 
hydc  that  she  wool,  [2275]  sire,  thisc 
wordes  been  understonde  of  wommen 
that  been  jangleresscs  and  wikked,  of 
whichc  wommen  men  scyn  that  thre 
thynges  dry\'en  a  man  out  of  his  hous, — 
that  is  to  seyn,  smoke,  droppyng  of  reyn, 
and  wikked  wyves ;  and  of  swiche 
wommen  seith  Salomon,  that  it  were 
bettre  dwelle  in  desert  than  with  a 
womman  that  is  riotous,  and,  sire,  by 
youre  Icve,  that  am  nat  I  ;  for  ye  lian 
fill  ofte  assayed  my  grete  silence  and  my 
gret  (Acience,  and  cek  how  wel  that  I 
kan  hyde  and  hele  thynges  that  men 
oghte  secreely  to  hydc. 

[aaSo]  *  An<l  soothly,  as  to  youre  fifthe 
resoun,  where  as  ye  seyn  that  in  wikked 
oonscil  wommen  venquisshe  men,  God 
woot  thilke  resoun  stant  heere  in  no  stede ; 
for,  understoond  now,  yc  asken  conseil  to 
do  wikkednessc,  and  if  yc  wole  werkcn 
«-ikkednesse,  and  yourc  wif  rcstrcyneth 
thilke  wikked  purpos  and  overcometh 
yow  by  resoun  and  by  good  conseil,  certes 
youre  wyf  t^hte  rather  to  be  prelsed  than 
y-blamc«1.  Thus  sholde  ye  understonde 
the  philosophre  that  seith,  **  In  wikked 
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conseil   wommen  venquisshcn  hir   huus- 
bondcs." 

[2285]  *  And  ther  as  yc  blamcn  alle 
wommen  and  hir  resouns,  I  shal  shcwc 
yow  by  manye  cnsamj^les,  that  many  a 
womman  hath  ben  ful  goo<l,  and  yet 
been,  and  hir  conseils  ful  hoolsome  and 
profitable.  Eck  som  men  ban  soyrl  that 
the  conseillynge  of  wommen  is  ouihcr  to 
deere,  or  elles  to  litel  of  pris  ;  Iml,  al  be  it 
so  that  fill  many  a  womman  is  Ijadde  and 
hir  conseil  vile  and  noght  worth,  yet  ban 
men  founde  ful  many  a  gootl  womman, 
and  ful  discrete  and  wise  in  conscillynge. 

*  Loo,  Jacob,  by  good  conseil  of  his 
mooder  Rebekka,  wan  the  l)cnysoun  of 
Vss;ik  his  fader,  and  the  lordshipe  over 
alle  his  bretheren  :  Judith,  by  hire  good 
conseil,  delivered  the  citee  of  liethulie, 
in  which  she  dwelled,  out  of  the  handes 
of  Olofemus,  that  hadde  it  biseged  and 
wolde  have  al  destroyed  it:  [2290]  Ahygail 
delivered  Nabal  hir  houslnjnde  fro  L)avi<l 
the  kyng  that  wolde  have  slayn  hym, 
and  ajxiysetl  the  ire  of  the  kyng  by  hir 
wit  and  by  hir  good  conseillyng  :  Hester 
enhauncetl  greetly  by  hir  gocnl  conseil 
the  peple  of  God  in  the  regne  of  Assucrus 
the  kyng  :  and  the  same  bountec  in  good 
conseillyng  of  many  a  gcj<j<l  wtmiman  may 
men  telle,  and  moore  over,  whan  oure 
Lord  liadde  creat  Adam  oure  A)rnie  fatler, 
he  seyde  in  this  wise  :  "  It  is  nat  gt)iKl  to 
been  a  man  alloone  ;  make  we  to  liym  an 
helpe  semblable  to  hym  self." 

[2295J  *  Heere  may  ye  se  that  if  that 
wommen  were  nat  goode  and  hir  conseils 
gtHxle  and  profitable,  oure  Lord  (lo<l  of 
hevene  wolde  never  ban  wrn^lit  hem,  no 
called  hem  **  help "  of  man,  but  rather 
confusioun  of  man.  And  iher  seyde 
oones  a  clerk  in  two  vers,  *'  Wliat  is 
bettre  than  Ciold  ?  Jaspre.  What  is 
l)ettre  than  Jaspre?  Wisdom.  And 
what    is   better  than   W'isdom  ?      Woin- 

2285.  rnsaffi/IeSf  H  rtsons  and  t'nsauif>U's. 
2285.  btnysonn^  H  blcssyHg. 
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man.  And  what  is  lx?ttre  than  a  good 
Womman?  No  thyng."  And,  sire,  by 
nianyc  of  othre  resouns  may  ye  seen  that 
manye  wonmicn  been  goode,  and  hir 
conseils  goode  and  profitable,  [2300]  and 
thcrfore,  sire,  if  ye  wol  triste  to  my 
conseil,  I  shal  restoore  yow  youre  doghter 
hool  and  sound,  and  eck  I  wol  do  to  yow 
so  muche  that  ye  shul  have  honour  in 
this  cause.' 

Whan  Mclibee  hadde  herd  the  wordes 
of  his  M-j'f  Pnulence,  he  seyde  thus  :  *  I 
sec  wel  that  the  word  of  Salomon  is 
sooth.  He  seith  that  wordes  that  been 
spoken  discreetly,  by  ordinaunce,  been 
honycomlxis,  for  they  yeven  swetnesse  to 
the  soulc  and  hoolsomnesse  to  the  Ixxly ; 
and,  w>'f,  by-cause  of  thy  sweete  wordes, 
and  cek  f<  )r  I  have  assayed  and  preved  thy 
j^rcle  sapience  and  thy  grete  trouthe,  I  wol 
governe  mc  by  thy  conseil  in  alle  thyng.' 

[a3os]  *  Now,  sire,'  quod  dame  Prud- 
ence, *an(l  syn  ye  vouchesauf  to  been 
governed  l)y  my  conseil,  I  wol  enforme 
yciw  how  ye  shul  governe  youreself  in 
rhcsynge  of  youre  conseillours.  Ye  shul 
first  in  alio  youre  werkes  mekely  biseken 
to  the  height'  (lo<l  that  he  wol  be  youre 
consc'illoiir,  and  shajxilh  yow  to  swich 
entente  that  he  yeve  yow  conseil  and 
confort,  as  taughte  Thobie  his  sone  :  **  At 
alle  tymes  thou  shalt  blesse  (iod  and 
j)raye  hym  to  dresse  thy  weyes,  and  looke 
that  alle  thy  conseils  lK*en  in  hym  for 
cvcremoore."  Seint  Jame  eek  seith,  **  If 
any  of  yow  have  nefle  of  sapience,  axe  it 
of  (I<m1,"  [2310]  And  afterward,  thanne 
shul  ye  taken  conseil  of  youre  self  and 
exainyne  wel  youre  thoghtes  of  swich 
thyng  as  y«)w  thynketh  that  is  best  for 
youre  pr«»ru,  and  thanne  shul  ye  drj-ve 
fro  youre  herte  thrc  thynges  that  Ixien 
contrari<»use  to  gcxxl  conseil, — that  is  to 
seyn,  ire,  coveitise,  and  hastifnessc. 

*  First,  he  that  axeth  conseil  of  hym- 
s«lf,  certes  he  moste  lx.'en  withouten  ire, 
for  manye  causes.  The  firste  is  this  :  he 
that  hath  greet  ire  and  wratthe  in  hym 
self,  he  weneth  alwc}'  that  he  may  do 
thyng  that  he  may  nat  do.     [as's]  Ami 


secoundely,  he  that  b  irous  and  wrooth, 
he  ne  may  nat  wel  deme,  and  he  that 
may  nat  wel  deme,  may  nat  wel  conseille. 
The  thridde  is  this,  that  he  that  is  irous 
and  wrooth,  as  seith  Senec,  ne  may  nat 
speke  but  blameful  thynges,  and  with  his 
viciouse  wordes  he  stireth  oother  folk  to 
angre  and  to  ire.  And  eek,  sire,  ye 
moste  dryve  coveitise  out  of  youre  herte, 
[9320]  for  the  Apostle  seith  that  coveitise 
is  roote  of  alle  harmes ;  and  trust  wel  that 
a  coveitous  man  ne  kan  noght  deme,  ne 
th)'nke,  but  oonly  to  -fuliille  the  ende  of 
his  coveitise,  and  certes,  that  ne  may 
never  l>een  accompliced,  for  ever  the 
moore  habundaunce  that  he  hath  of 
richesse  the  moore  he  desireth.  And, 
sire,  ye  moste  also  dryve  out  of  youre 
herte  hastifnesse,  for  certes,  ye  ne  may 
nat  deeme  for  the  beste  a  sodeyn  thought 
that  falleth  in  youre  herte,  but  ye  moste 
av)'se  yow  on  it  ful  ofle,  [33*5]  for  as  ye 
herde  bifom,  the  commune  proverfoe  is 
this,  that  *'he  that  soone  deemeth,  soone 
rcpenteth."  Sire,  ye  ne  be  nat  alwey  in 
lyke  disposicioun,  for  certes  som  thyng 
that  somtyme  semeth  to  yow  that  it  is 
good  for  to  do,  another  tyme  it  semeth 
to  yow  the  contrarie. 

*  Wlian  ye  han  taken  conseil  of  youre 
self  and  han  deemed  by  good  delibendon 
swich  thjTig  as  you  semeth  best,  thanne 
re<le  I  yow  that  ye  kepe  it  secree.  [9330] 
Biwrey  nat  youre  conseil  to  no  persone, 
but  if  so  be  that  ye  wenen  sikerly  that 
thurgh  youre  biwreyyng  youre  condicioan 
shal  be  to  yow  the  moore  profitable ;  for 
Jhesus  Syrak  seith,  **  Neither  to  thy  foo, 
ne  to  thy  frend,  discovere  nat  thy  secree, 
ne  thy  folic,  for  they  wol  yeve  yow 
audience  and  lookynge  and  supportacioatt 
in  thy  presence,  and  scome  thee  in  thyn 
absence."  Another  clerk  seith,  tluU 
scarsly  shaltou  fjoiden  any  persone  that 
may  kei)e  conseil  sikerly. 

9315.  ax  seith  Settee^  rather  Publil.  Synis,  Sort. 
281. 

3315.  hif  blameful^  E  hmi  he  himme. 

3325.  as  you  sfmrthf  £  asx^m  list. 

2330.  Anathrr  c/nk:  pseudo  -  Seneca,  Jk 
MtfribMS^  Sent.  16. 
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*The  book  seith,  "  VVhil  that  thou 
kcpest  thy  conseil  in  thyn  herte,  thou 
kepest  it  in  thy  prisoun,  [2335]  and  whan 
thou  biwreyest  thy  con-seil  to  any  wight 
he  holdeth  thee  in  his  snare  "  ;  and  ther- 
forc  yow  is  bettre  to  hydc  youre  conseil 
in  youre  herte  than  praye  him  to  whom 
ye  han  biwreyed  youre  conseil  that  he 
wole  kepen  it  cloos  and  stille  ;  for  Seneca 
seith,  **  If  so  be  that  thou  ne  mayst  nat 
thyn  owene  conseil  hyde,  how  darstou 
prayen  any  oother  wight  thy  conseil 
sikerly  to  kepe  ?  " 

*  But  nathelees,  if  thou  wene  sikerly 
that  the  biwreiyng  of  thy  conseil  to  a 
persone  wol  make  thy  condicioun  to 
Monden  in  the  bettre  plyt,  thanne  shaltou 
tellen  hyva  thy  conseil  in  this  wise  :  first, 
thou  shalt  make  no  semblant  wheither 
thee  were  levere  pecs  or  werre,  or  this  or 
that,  ne  shewe  hym  nat  thy  wille  and 
thyn  entente, — [2340]  for  trust  wel,  that 
comunly  thise  conscillours  been  flatereres, 
namely  the  conseillours  of  grctc  lordes, 
fi»r  they  enforcen  hem  alwey  rather  to 
sjjekcn  plesantc  wordes,  enclynynge  to 
the  lordes  lust,  than  wordes  that  been 
trewe  or  profitable ;  and  thcrforc  men 
scjTi,  that  the  riche  man  hath  seeld  good 
coaseil,  but  if  he  have  it  of  hym  self. 

*  And  after  that  thou  shalt  considcre 
thy  freendes  and  thyne  enem)«> ;  [2345] 
and  as  touchynge  thy  freendes  thou  shalt 
considcre  whiche  of  hem  l)een  moost 
feithful  and  moost  wise,  and  oldest,  and 
most  approved  in  conseillyng,  and  of  hem 
shalt  thou  aske  thy  conseil  as  the  caas 
Rquireth. 

*  I  seye  that  first  ye  shul  clepe  to  youre 
conseil  youre  freendes  that  been  trewe, 
for  Salomon  seith  that  "  Right  as  the 
herle  of  a  man  deliteth  in  savour  that 
is  sootc,  right  so  the  conseil  of  trewe 
firecndes  yeveth  swetenesse  to  the  soule  "  ; 
he  seith  also,  "Ther  may  no  thyng  be 
likned  to  the  trewe  freend,  [2350]  for  ccrtes 

iyycK  The  hook  sttih :  Petrux  Alfonsi,  DUcip. 
Cler.  iv.  3. 

3335.  iieneea  seith  :  pseudo-Seneca,  D*  Mori- 
iw.  Sent.  16. 


gold  ne  silver  l)cth  nat  so  murho  worth 
as  the  goode  wyl  of  a  trewe  freend  " ;  and 
eek,  he  seith  that  **  A  trewe  freend  is  a 
strong  deffense  ;  whoso  that  it  fyndelh, 
certcs,  he  fyndeth  a  greet  tresour." 

*  Thanne  shul  ye  eek  considcre  if  thai 
youre  trewe  freendes  been  discrete  and 
wise,  for  the  book  seith,  "  Axe  ahvcy  thy 
conseil  of  hem  that  been  wise '' ;  and  by 
this  same  resoun  shul  ye  clepen  to  youre 
conseil  of  youre  freendes  that  been  of  age, 
swiche  as  han  scyn  and  been  expert  in 
nianye  thynges,  and  been  approved  in 
conseillynges ;  for  the  book  seith  that  in 
the  olde  men  is  the  sapience,  and  in  longe 
tynie  the  prudence ;  [2355]  and  Tullius 
seith,  that  grete  thynges  ne  been  nat  ay 
accompliced  by  strengthe,  ne  l:>y  dcliver- 
nesse  of  Ixxly,  but  by  good  conseil,  by 
auctoritee  of  persones,  and  by  science  ; 
the  whiche  thre  thynges  ne  been  nat  fieble 
by  age,  but  certcs  they  enforcen  and  en- 
creescen  day  by  day.  And  thanne  shul 
ye  kepe  this  for  a  general  reule ;  first, 
shul  ye  cle|)en  to  youre  conseil  a  fewe  of 
youre  freendes  that  been  espcciale  ;  for 
Salomon  seith,  **  Manye  freirndes  have 
thou,  but  among  a  thousand,  chc^e  thei- 
oon  to  l)e  thy  conseillour,''  for,  al  be  it  so 
that  thou  first  ne  telle  thy  conseil  i)Ut  to 
a  fewe,  thou  mayst  afterward  ti.'lle  it  to 
mo  folk  if  it  l>e  nede.  But  looke  alwey 
that  thy  conseillours  have  thilke  thre 
condiciouns  that  I  have  seyd  l)if<»re,  that 
is  to  seyn,  that  they  be  trewe,  w  ise,  ami 
of  oold  exjx^rience.  [2360]  And  werke 
nat  alwey  in  every  nede  by  f)on  coun- 
seillour  allone,  for  somtj-me  bihooveth  it 
to  been  conseilled  by  manye,  for  Salonuwi 
seith,  "  Salvacioun  of  thynges  is  where  as 
ther  been  manye  conseillours." 

*  Now,  sith  I  have  toold  yow  of  wliich 
folk  ye  sholde  been  counseilled,  now  wt^l 
I  teche  yow  which  conseil  ye  (^ghte  to 
eschewe.  First,  ye  shul  cschue  the  con- 
seillyng of  fooles,  for  Salomon  seith, 
**  Taak  no  conseil  of  a  f(>ol,  for  he  nc  kan 
noght  conseille  but  after  his  owene  lust 
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and  his  afTeccioun."  Thelxx>k  seith  that 
the  proprelec  of  a  fool  is  this,  '*lle 
troweth  lightly  harm  of  ever)*  wight,  and 
lightly  troweth  alle  boiintce  in  hymself." 
[2365]  Thf)u  shall  cek  eschiie  the  con- 
scillyng  of  flatercres,  swiche  as  enforccn 
hem  rather  to  preise  youre  jiersonc  by 
flater)'e,  than  for  to  telle  yow  the  sooth- 
fastnesse  of  thynges. 

*  WTierfore  Tullius  seilh,  "Amonges 
allc  the  ix?stilences  that  lx^en  in  freend- 
shijie  the  grctteste  is  flaterie '' ;  and  ther- 
foro  is  it  moore  nede  that  tht»u  cschue 
and  dre<le  flaterercs  than  any  oothcr 
jK-ple.  The  Ixx^k  seith,  "Thou  shalt 
rather  drcde  and  flee  fro  the  swecte 
wordes  of  flatcrynge  preiseres  than  fro 
the  egrc  wordes  of  thy  freend  that  seith 
thcc  thy  soihes."  Salomon  seith  that 
'*  The  wordes  of  a  flaterere  is  a  snare  to 
cacche  with  innocent/. "  He  seith  also 
that  "  lie  that  spcketh  to  his  freend 
wordes  of  swetnessc  and  of  plcsauncc, 
setteth  a  net  bifom  his  feet  to  cacche 
hym  '' ;  [7370]  and  therfore,  seith  Tullius, 
**  Enclyne  nat  thync  eres  to  flaterercs, 
ne  laukcth  no  conseil  of  the  wordes 
of  flater)'c  "  ;  and  Caton  seith,  **  A\ysc 
thee  wcl,  and  eschue  the  wordes  of 
swetnessc  and  of  plesaunce." 

*  And  cek  thou  shalt  cschue  the  con- 
seillyng  of  thync  olde  enemys  that  l)cen 
reconsilc-d.  The  lxM.)k  seith  that  no 
wight  rcttnirncth  saufly  into  the  grace  of 
his  nldc  enemy  ;  and  Is<ipc  seith,  "  Ne 
tnist  nat  to  hem  to  whichc  thou  hast  had 
som  lymc  werre  or  enemytee,  ne  telle 
hem  nat  thy  conseil  *' ;  [2375]  and  Seneca 

?3''o.  TJu  hook  seith :  Cicero,  Tusc.  D.  iii. 
3*5.  37- 

2365.   TuHius seith:  De  Amiciiia,  xxv.  91. 

ai^'S-  The  hiyok  uith :  pscudo-5>cneca, /)«•  ^«rt/. 
Wirt.  cap.  iii.  :  '  Non  acerba  wrba,  sed  blanda, 
timcbis. 

2370.   Tullius:  Dt  Ojffic.  i.  26.  91. 

2370.  Cai,^n  :  Dionysius  C.ito,  /)e  Aforil:  iii.  5. 

2370.    r/w  hnflk  seith  :  Publil.  Sj-nis,  Sent.  91. 

7  370.  /siy/%'  siith.  In  the  Latin  text  the  lines  are 
quoted  a>  : 

'  N'c  '  o-.fi.luis  «ocreta  nee  hijs  deteeatis 

'  utii  i|im!.ii-%  eirtstis  ptignjc  uncrimina  tristi*.' 

2?7=)'  .V,/fr,-.» :  rather  Publil.  Syras  Sent.  380  : 
'  Num*](inm  ubi  diu  fiiit  iznis  deficit  vapor.' 


telleth  the  cause  why  :  **  It  may  nat  l)c,'' 
seith  he,  **  that  where  greet  fyr  hath 
longe  tyme  endured,  that  thcr  ne  dwclleth 
som  \-apour  of  warmncsse  "  ;  and  therfore 
seith  Salomon,  "  In  th)'n  oldc  foo  trust 
never '' ;  for  sikerly  though  thyn  enemy 
be  reconsile<l  and  maketh  thee  chiere  of 
humylitce,  and  lo^leth  to  thee  with  hb 
heed,  ne  tnist  hym  never  ;  for  certcs 
he  maketh  thilke  fejTied  humilitcc  moore 
for  his  profit  than  for  any  love  of  thy 
jx^rson,  by -cause  that  he  dccmcth  to 
have  victorie  over  thy  persone  by  swich 
fe}Tied  contenance,  the  which  victorie  he 
myghte  nat  wj-nnc  by  strif  or  wcrrc. 
And  Peter  Alfonce  seith,  "Make  no 
felawshipc  with  thync  oldc  enemys  for 
if  thou  do  hem  lx>untec  they  wol  perverten 
it  into  wikkctlnesse." 

[2380]  *  And  eek  thou  most  cschne 
the  conseill)Tig  of  hem  that  been  thy 
ser\-antz  and  beren  thee  greet  reverence, 
for  peraventure  they  doon  it  moore  for 
drede  than  for  love.  And  therfore  seith 
a  philosophrc  in  this  wise  :  **  Ther  b  no 
wight  parfitly  trewe  to  hjrm  that  he  to 
.soore  dredeth  " ;  and  Tullius  seith,  "  Ther 
nys  no  myght  so  greet  of  any  emperoor 
that  longe  may  endure,  but  if  he  have 
moore  love  of  the  pcple  than  drede." 

'Thou  shalt  also  eschue  the  conseil- 
ing  of  folk  that  been  dronkelcwc,  for 
they  ne  kan  no  conseil  hyde ;  for  Salomon 
seith,  **  Ther  is  no  privetec  ther  as  rcgncth 
dronkenesse."  [2385]  Ye  shul  also  lum  in 
suspect  the  conscillyng  of  si»'idi  folk  as 
conseille  yow  a  thyng  prively  and  con- 
seille  yow  the  contraric  openly  ;  fiw 
Cassidorie  seith  that  "It  is  a  maneie 
sleighte  to  hyndre,  whan  he  shewcth  to 
(U>on  a  thjTig  openly  and  werketh  prively 
the  contraric/* 

*Thou  shalt  also  have  in  suspect  the 
conscillyng  of  wikkcd  folk,  for  the  book 
seith,  "The  conscillyng  of  wikked  folk 
is  nlwcy  fill  of  fraude  " ;  and  David  seith, 

2375-  /V/^r  Al/oHce  :  Disc.  Cltr.  iv.  4. 

2380.  doon^  W^  say* 

2380.  Tullius  seith:  De  Off.  iu  7.  15. 

23S5.  Cassidorie:  I'ariar.  Ef,  lib.  x.  Ep.  iB. 

2385.  have  in  svs/ect,  H  esemiewe. 
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**  Blisful  is  that  man  that  hath  nat  fulwed 
the  conseilyng  of  shrewes."  Thou  shalt 
abo  cschue  the  conscillyng  of  yong  folk, 
for  hir  conseil  is  nat  rype. 

[3390]  '  Now,  sire,  sith  I  have  shewed 
yow  of  which  folk  ye  shul  take  youre 
conseil,  and  of  which  folk  ye  shul  folwc 
the  conseil,  now  wol  I  teche  yow  how  ye 
shal  examyne  youre  conseil,  after  the 
doctrine  of  Tullius. 

•In  the  examynynge  thanne  of  youre 
conseillour  ye  shul  considere  manyc 
thynges.  Aldcrfirst  thou  shalt  considere, 
that  in  thilke  thyng  that  thou  purpusest 
and  upon  what  thyng  thou  wolt  have 
conseD,  that  verray  trouthe  be  scyd  and 
conserved  ;  this  is  to  seyn,  telle  trewcly 
thy  tale ;  for  he  that  seith  fals  may  nat 
wel  be  conseilled  in  that  cas  of  which  he 
licth. 

[339s]  'And  after  this  thou  shalt  con- 
sidere the  thynges  that  acorden  to  that 
thou  purposest  for  to  do  by  thy  conscil- 
lours,  if  resoun  accorde  therto,  and  cek  if 
thy  myght  may  atteine  therto  ;  and  if  the 
moore  port  and  the  bettre  part  of  thy  con- 
seilloors  acordc  therto  or  noon.  Thanne 
shaltou  considere  what  thyng  shal  folwc 
after  hir  conscillyng,  as  hate,  pees,  werrc, 
grace,  profit,  or  damage,  and  manye 
othere  thynges.  Thanne,  of  alle  thise 
thynges,  thou  shalt  chesc  the  bestc,  and 
weyve  alle  othere  thynges.  Thanne 
shallow  considere  of  what  roote  is  en- 
gcndred  the  matiere  of  thy  conseil,  and 
what  fhiyt  it  may  conceive  and  engendrc. 
[a^oo]  Thou  shalt  eek  considere  alle  thise 
causes  fro  whennes  they  been  sprongcn. 

•  Aixl  whan  ye  han  examyned  youre 
conseil  as  I  have  seyd,  and  which  jxirlic 
is  the  bettre  and  moore  profitable,  and 
hast  approved  it  by  manye  wise  folk,  and 
okle,  thanne  shaltou  considere  if  thou 
may'st  parfoume  it  and  maken  of  it  a  good 
endc ;  for  certcs,  resoun  wol  nat  that  any 
man  sholde  bigynnc  a  th^-ng,  but  if  he 
myghte  parfoume  it  as  hym  oghtc,  ne  no 

2395.  concfivCt  £  conserve. 

3400.  at  kym  ogkitj  H  andmaJkt  ^€r(ifagood 


wight  sholde  take  upon  hym  so  hcvy  a 
charge  that  he  myghte  nat  bcre  it ;  [-^405] 
for  the  provcrbc  seith,  "He  that  to  muche 
embraccth,  distrcyneth  litel " ;  and  Catoun 
seith,  **  Assay  to  do  swich  thyng  as  thou 
hast  power  to  doon,  lest  that  the  charge 
oppresse  thee  so  soore  that  thee  bihovcth 
to  weyve  thyng  that  thou  liast  bigonnc." 
And,  if  so  be  that  thou  be  in  thjute 
wheither  thou  mayst  parfournc  a  thing  or 
noon,  chcse  rather  to  sufTre  than  bigynnc. 
And  Piers  Alphonce  seith,  **  If  thou  hast 
myght  to  doon  a  thyng  of  which  thou 
most  repcnte  thee,  it  is  bettre  *  nay '  than 
*  ye'"  ;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  thee  is  bettre 
holde  thy  tonge  stillc  than  for  to  speke. 
[2410]  Thanne  may  ye  understontle  by 
stronger  resons  that  if  thou  hiist  ixjwer 
to  jxirfourne  a  werk  of  which  thou  slialt 
reix'ntc,  thanne  is  it  bettre  that  thou 
suffre  than  bigynne.  Wel  seyn  they 
that  defenden  every  wight  to  assaye  any 
thyng  of  which  he  is  in  doute  wheither 
he  may  i>arfoume  it  or  noon.  And  after, 
whan  ye  han  examyned  youre  conseil,  as  I 
have  seyd  biforn,  and  knowen  wel  that 
ye  may  parfoume  youre  emprise,  conferme 
it  thanne  sadly  til  it  be  at  an  ende. 

*  Now  is  it  resoun  and  tynie  that  I 
shewe  yow  whanne  and  whcrAjre  that 
ye  may  chaunge  youre  conseill  wiihouten 
youre  reprove.  Soothly  a  man  may 
chaungen  his  purpos  and  his  conseil  if 
the  cause  cesseth,  or  whan  a  newe  aias 
bitydeth ;  [2415]  for  the  lawe  seith  that 
upon  thjTiges  thatnewelybityden  hihoveth 
newe  conseil ;  and  Senec  seith,  **Ifthy 
conseil  is  comen  to  the  eeris  of  thyn 
enemy,  chaunge  thy  conseil."  Thou  mayst 
also  chaunge  thy  conseil  if  so  be  that  thou 
mayst  fynde  that  by  errour,  or  by  oother 

2405.  the  />roverhc  'qui  nimis  capit,  itaiiiin 
strinc^it.' 

2405.  Catoun^  Dc  Mor,  iii.  15  : 

'  Qu(h1  potcs  id  tcmpta,  opens  nc  iMniJcrc  pi«".  us 
Succumbat  Ubor,  ct  frustra  tciuptata  rcliii'iuas.' 

2^05.  Piers  Alphonce y  Disc.  CUr.  vi.  x-i.  1'hc 
Latin  'si  dicere  mctua»  unde  {locnitcas  scnn{>cr 
csi  melius  non  quam  sic '  is  much  clearer  than 
the  English. 

2410.  coHscii,  VJ^  conseiilors. 

2415.  oathcr  coHsCt  \X  oth^r  ^tvccsM. 
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caiiNC,  hiirin  cjr  damage  may  bityde.  Also 
if  thy  cunseil  Ik'  dishonest,  or  ellis  comelh 
of  dishonesle  cause,  chaunge  thy  conseil, 
for  the  lawcs  seyn  tliat  alle  bihestes  that 
l>een  (lislioiicste  been  of  no  value,  [2420] 
and  eek  if  so  be  that  it  be  inpossiblc  or 
may  nat  goodly  be  jjarfourned  or  kepi. 

*  And  lake  this  for  a  general  reule, 
that  every  conseil  that  is  affermed  so 
strongly  that  it  may  nat  be  chaunged  for 
no  condicioun  that  may  bityde,  I  seye 
that  thilke  conseil  is  wikked.* 

This  Melibeus,  whanne  he  hadde  herd 
the  doctrine  of  his  wyf,  dame  Prudence, 
answerde  in  this  wyse  :  *  Dame,'  quod 
he,  *  as  yet  into  this  lyme  ye  han  wel  and 
covcnablely  taught  me  as  in  general  how  I 
shal  gtncrnc  me  in  the  chesynge  and  in  the 
withholdynge  of  my  conseillours,  but  now 
woldc  I  fayn  t  hat  ye  wolde  condescende  in 
esijccial,  [24J5]and telle  me  howlikethyow, 
or  wliat  .semeth  yow  by  oure  conseillours 
that  we  han  chosen  in  oure  present  nede.' 

'  My  lord,*  quod  she,  *  I  biseke  yow 
in  al  humblesse  that  ye  wol  nat  wilfully 
replie  agayn  my  resouns,  ne  distemj:)re 
youre  herte,  ihogh  I  six;ke  ihyng  that 
yow  di.'>i)lese  ;  for  Gtxl  wool  that  Jis  in 
niyn  cnlentv;  I  s|H;kc  it  for  youre  beste, 
f(>r  youre  hom^ur,  and  for  youre  profile 
eke  ;  and  sotilhly  I  hope  that  youre 
l)enyngnyteo  wol  taken  it  in  jxiciencc. 
Trusteih  me  wel,'  quod  she,  *that 
youre  conseil  as  in  this  c;uis  ne  sholdc 
nat,  as  to  spekc  i)rojxirly,  be  called  a 
conseillyng.  but  a  mocioun  or  a  njoevyng 
of  fulye,  [243.1]  in  which  conseil  ye  han 
erred  in  many  a  sondry  wise. 

*  I''irsi  and  forward  ye  han  erred  in 
lh;isseml)lynge  of  youre  conseillours  :  for 
ye  shuMe  lir.st  have  clejxid  a  fewc  folk  to 
yt)ure  r()n.>eil,  and  after  ye  myghtc  han 
shewed  it  l«)  mo  folk,  if  it  hadde  Ixien 
nede  ;  but  certes,  ye  han  sodeynly  cleped 
lu  youre  conseil  a  greet  multitude  of 
I>e|)le  ful  chargeant  and  ful  anoyous  for 
to  heere.      Al.s«^,  yc  han  erred,  for  there 

-•4  IS    .  /  /..i»  /7i  c  t  c. ,  II  A  Uo  thou  change  iky  con- 
ic ii  if  that  it  he  (iishoHCstf. 

a4;..'.  :\u**in:Nyn^Ct  \A.th€ gadefyH^. 


as  ye  sholden  oonly  have  cleped  to  youre 
conseil  youre  trewe  frendes  oldc  and  wise, 
[2435]  ye  han  y-cleped  straungc  folk,  and 
yong  folk,  false  flatercres  and  cnemys 
reconsiled,  and  folk  that  doon  yow  rever- 
ence withouten  love.  And  eck  also  ye 
have  erred  for  ye  han  broght  with  yow 
to  youre  conseil  ire,  covcitise,  and  liastif- 
nesse ;  the  whichc  thre  tliingcs  been 
contrariouse  to  every  eonseil  honeste  and 
profitable,  the  whiche  thrc  yc  han  nat 
anientissed  or  destroyed  hem,  neither  in 
youre  self  ne  in  youre  conseillours,  as 
yow  oghte.  Ye  han  erred  also,  for  yc 
han  shewed  to  youre  conseillours  youre 
talent  and  youre  affeccioun  to  make  w^crrc 
anon,  and  for  to  do  vengeance.  [2440] 
They  han  espied  by  youre  wordes  to 
what  ihyng  ye  been  enclyned,  and  ther- 
fore  han  they  rather  conscilled  yow  to 
youre  talent  than  to  youre  profit. 

*  Ye  han  erred  also,  for  it  semeth  that 
it  sufliscth  to  han  lx:en  conscilled  by 
ihise  conseillours  oonly,  and  with  litel 
avys,  where-as  in  so  greet  and  so  heigh  a 
nede  it  hadde  been  necessarie  mo  con- 
seillours and  moore  deliberadoun  to  {lar- 
fourne  youre  emprise. 

*  Ye  han  erretl  also,  for  ye  han  nat 
examyned  youre  conseil  in  the  forse)'dc 
manere,  ne  in  due  manere  as  the  caas 
requireth.  [2445]  Yc  han  erred  also,  for 
ye  han  nat  maked  no  di\isioun  bitwixc 
youre  conseillours,  this  is  to  seyn,  bitwixen 
youre  trewe  freendes  and  youre  fcyncd 
conseillours ;  ne  ye  han  nat  knowe  the 
wil  of  youre  trewe  freendes,  olde  and 
>\  ise ;  but  ye  han  cast  alle  hire  wordes  in 
an  hochejwt,  and  enclyned  youre  herte 
to  the  moore  partie  and  to  the  grettei 
nombre,  and  there  been  ye  condescended. 
And,  sith  ye  woot  wel  that  men  shal 
alwey  fynde  a  gretter  nombre  of  fooles 
than  of  wise  men,  and  thcrfore  the 
conseils  that  been  at  congregadouns  and 
nmltitudes  of  folk,  there  as  men  take 
moore  reward  to  the  nombre  than  to  the 
sapience  of  j>ersones,  [2450]  ye  sc  wel 
that  in  swiche  conscillynges  fooles  han 
the  maistrie.' 
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iwerde  agayn,  and  seyde, 

i   that  I  have  erred,  but 

bast  toold  me  heerbiforn 

to  blame  that  chaungeth 

in  certein  caas,  and  for 

causes,  I  am  al  redy  to 

>nseillours  right  as  thow 

The  proverbe  seith,  that 

is  mannyssh,  but  certes, 

e  longe  in  synnc  is  werk 

i  sentence  answereih  anon 

and  seyde,  *  Examineth,' 

ire  conseil  and  lat  us  sec 

hem    han   spoken   most 

I  taught  yow  best  conseil ; 

I  as  that  the  examynacioun 

us  bigynne  at  the  surgiens 

ciens  that  first  speeken  iif 

sey  yow  that  the  surgiens 

han  seyd  yow   in   youre 

ly  as  hem  oughtc,  and  in 

d   ful   wisely  that  to  the 

erteneth,  to  doon  to  every 

md  profit,  and  no  wight 

2460]  and  in  hir  craft  to 

igencc  unto  the  cure  of 

t  they  han  in  hir  gover- 

sire,  right  as  they  han 

/  and  discreetly,  right  so 

:y  been  heigh  ly  and  sov- 

jd  for  hir  noble  speche, 

ley  sholde  do  the  moore 

ssc    in    the   curacioun    of 

leere  ;  for,  al  be  it  so  that 

freendes,  therfore  shal  ye 

they  serve  yow  for  noght, 

ghte  the  rather   gerdonc 

hem  youre  largesse. 

ichynge  the  proposicioun 

phisiciens  encreesceden  in 

s  to  seyn,  that  in  maladies 

ie  is  warisshed  by  another 

>lde  fayn  knowe  how  ye 

rbt  uith^  S.  Chrysost.  Adkor- 
fitttm,  i.  14  :  '  Humanum  enim 
icum  vero  perseveran:.' 
t,  H3  apptndith. 
r«,en]dtfKedoD;  ^  han  skewed 


derstondt  this  text,  II  thiiMe 
'  umUrstonde  it. 


understondc  this  text,  and  what  is  youre 
sentence,* 

*  Certes,'  quod  Melibeus,  *  I  under- 
stonde  it  in  this  wise:  [2470]  that  right 
as  they  han  doon  me  a  contrarie,  right 
so  sholde  I  doon  hem  another  ;  for  right 
as  they  han  venged  hem  on  me  and  doon 
me  wrong,  right  so  shal  I  venge  me  upon 
hem,  and  doon  hem  wrong,  and  thannc 
have  I  cured  oon  contrarie  by  another.' 

*  Lo,  lo,'  quod  dame  Prudence,  *  how 
lightly  is  every  man  enclined  to  his  owene 
desir  and  to  his  owene  plesaunce !  Certes,* 
quod  she,  *  the  wordes  of  the  phisiciens 
ne  sholde  nat  han  been  understonden 
in  thys  wise,  [2475]  for  certes,  wikked- 
ncssc  is  nat  contrarie  to  wikkednesse,  nc 
vengeance  to  vengeaunce,  ne  wrong  to 
wrong,  but  they  been  semblablc  ;  and 
therfore,  o  vengeaunce  is  nat  warisshed 
by  another  vengeaunce,  ne  o  wroong  by 
another  wroong,  but  everich  of  hem 
encreesceth  and  aggreggeth  oother. 

*  But  certes,  the  wordes  of  the  phi- 
siciens sholde  been  understonden  in  this 
wise ;  for  good  and  wikkednesse  been 
two  contraries,  and  pees  and  wcrre,  ven- 
geaunce and  suffraunce,  discord  and 
accord,  and  manye  othere  thynges ;  [2480] 
but  certes,  wikkednesse  shal  be  warisshed 
by  goodnesse,  discord  by  accord,  werre 
by  pees,  and  so  forth  of  othere  thynges ; 
and  heer-to  accordeth  Seint  Paul  the 
Apostle  in  manye  places. 

*  He  seith,  **  Ne  yeldeth  nat  harm  for 
harm,  ne  wikked  speche  for  wikked 
speche ;  but  do  wel  to  hym  that  dooth 
thee  harm,  and  blesse  hym  that  seith  to 
thee  harm. "  And  in  manye  othere  places 
he  amonesteth  pees  and  accord. 

[2485]  *  But  now  wol  I  speke  to  yow 
of  the  conseil  which  that  was  yeven  to 
yow  by  the  men  of  lawe,  and  the  wise 
folk,  that  seyden  alle  by  oon  accord,  as 
ye  han  herd  bifore,  that  over  alle  thynges 
ye  sholde  doon  youre  diligence  to  kepen 
youre  persone  and  to  warnestoore  youre 
hous ;  and  seyden  also,  that  in  this  caas 
yow  oghten  for  to  werken  ful  avysely 
2465.  sentence,  H  entente. 
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and  willi  j;rcct  dclibcracioun.  And,  sire, 
as.  t«)  tlic  firsle  jxMnt  that  louchclh  to  the 
kepyng  of  yourc  jxirsonc,  [2490]  ye  shul 
undcrstondc  that  he  that  hath  wcrre  shal 
eveniKx^rc  mekely  and  devoutly  j)reyen, 
bifoni  alio  Ihynges,  that  Jhesus  Crist  of 
his  j;rcte  mercy  wol  han  hym  in  his  pro- 
teccioun  and  been  his  sovercyn  helpyng 
at  his  neiie  ;  for  certes,  in  this  world  iher 
is  no  wight  that  may  be  conseilled  ne 
kept  sufliceantly  withouten  the  kepyng  of 
oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist. 

*  To  this  sentence  accordcth  the  pro- 
phete  David,  that  seith,  **  If  God  ne  kejin; 
tlie  cilee,  in  ydel  waketh  he  that  it 
kepeth."  [-'495]  Now,  sire,  thanne  shul 
ye  commitle  the  kepyng  of  youre  jxirsone 
to  yourc  trewe  freendesthat  been  approved 
and  knovve,  and  of  hem  shul  ye  axen 
liolpe,  youre  jK-rsone  for  to  kejx?,  for 
Catoun  seith,  **  If  thou  hast  nede  of  help, 
axe  it  of  lliy  freendes,  for  ther  nys  noon 
.so  good  a  jihisicien  as  thy  trewe  freend." 

*  And  after  this,  thanne  slnd  ye  kejie 
yow  fro  alio  straunge  folk,  and  fro  lyeres, 
and  liave  alwey  in  sus|xx:t  hire  com- 
l>:ii:;nyc,  {\yx  Tiers  Alfonce  seith,  **  Ne 
taak  no  comjmignye  by  the  weye  of 
straunge  men,  but  if  so  be  that  thou  have 
knowe  hym  of  a  lenger  tyme.  [2500] 
And  if  so  be,  that  he  be  falle  into  thy 
compaignye,  jxiraventure,  withouten  thyn 
assent,  ciKjjuere  thanne,  as  su])tilly  as  thou 
maysl,  of  his  conversiieioun,  and  of  his 
lyf  bifure,  and  feyne  thy  wey, — seye  that 
thou  g«M)st  lliider  as  thou  wolt  nat  go, — 
and  if  he  l)ereth  a  Sjx.'re,  hoold  thee  on 
the  ri^lit  syde,  and  if  he  bere  a  swerd, 
1km >ld  thee  on  his  lift  syde."  And  after 
thi-i  thanne  shul  ye  ke|>e  yow  wisely  from 
all  swich  manere  jx'ple  as  I  have  seyd 
bifore,  and  hem  and  hir  conseil  eschewe. 

*  And  after  this,  thanne  slml  ye  keix: 
yow  in  swich  manere  [2505]  that  for  any 
presum])ci(»un  of  youre  strengthe,  that  ye 
ne  dispise  nat  ne  acountc  nat  the  myght 

-'4'/5'  CiitouH,  Pe  Mofibns,  iv.  13: 
'  Auxiliuiti  A  n<^ti<>  iwtito,  si  forte  Ial>orwUk 
Ne   ()iii>-<|u.ini  melior  mcilicus  iiuatn  fidus  amicus' 

24  ;5.  PUn  Af/ofUf,  Disc.  Cier.  xviii.  lo. 


of  youre  advcrsarie  so  lilel  thai  ye  Icte 
the  kepyng  of  youre  ixirsone  for  youre 
])resumix:ioun ;  for  every  wys  man  dredeth 
his  enemy,  and  Salomon  seith,  ••  Weleful 
is  he  that  of  allc  hath  drede,  for  certes, 
he  that  Ihurgh  the  hardynesse  of  his 
herte  and  thurgh  the  hardynesse  of  hyni- 
self  hath  to  greet  presumjxrioun,  hym 
shal  yvel  bityde."  Thanne  shul  yeevcr- 
moore  countrewayte  cmbusshcmentz  and 
alle  espiaille.  [2510]  For  Senec  seith,  that 
the  wise  man  that  dredeth  harmcs  es- 
cheweth  harmes,  ne  he  ne  falleth  into 
jKrils  that  jKirils  escheweth.  And,  al  be 
it  so  that  it  seme  that  thou  art  in  siker 
j)lace,  yet  shallow  alwcy  do  thy  diligence 
in  kepynge  of  thy  i)ersonc ;  this  is  lo 
seyn,  ne  be  nat  necligent  to  kcpe  thy 
persone,  nat  oonly  fro  thy  grettestc 
enemys,  but  fro  thy  leestc  enemy. 
Senek  seith,  **  A  man  that  is  wcl  avyscd, 
he  dredeth  his  leste  encmye."  [asij] 
Ovyde  seith  that  the  lilel  wcsele  wc4  sice 
the  grete  bt^le  and  the  wilde  hert.  And 
the  book  seith,  **  A  litel  thorn  may  prikke 
a  greet  kyng  ful  soore,  and  an  hound 
wol  holde  the  wilde  boor." 

<  But  nathelees,  I  sey  nat  thou  shall 
be  coward,  that  thou  doutc  ther  wher  as 
is  no  drede.  The  book  seith  that  sommc 
folk  han  greet  lust  to  deceyve,  but  ycl 
they  dreden  hem  to  be  deceyved.  S'et 
shaltou  drede  to  been  empoisoned,  and 
kejx!  yow  from  the  comixiignye  of  scor- 
neres,  [2520]  for  the  book  seith,  ''With 
scorneres  make  no  comiviignye,  but  6ec 
hire  wordes  as  venym." 

'  Now  as  lo  the  seconde  point ;  where 
as  youre  wise  conseillours  conseilled  yow 
to  wamestoore  youre  hous  with  grel  dili- 
gence, I  wolde  fayn  knowe  how  that  ye 
underslonde  thilke  wordes,  and  what  is 
youre  sentence.* 

MclilxHisanswerdeand  seyde,  •Certes, 
I  understande  it  in   this  wise:    That  I 

2510.  Senec  seitk^  PubUliiu  Synas,  Sent.  542. 
251a  that  dredetk^'B,  he  dredeth, 
2510.  Stfuk  seith^  Pablilius  Syrus,  Scntcat 
255 :  om.  £. 
2515.  Oxyde^  De  Rem.  Am,  ii.  85,  86. 
2520.  coHsciiicd,  II  Tfamedc. 
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s>hal  wamcstoore  myii  hous  with  tourcs, 
swiche  as  han  castcllcs,  and  othere 
mancre  edifices,  and  amiure  and  artelries, 
by  whiche  thynges  I  may  my  persone  and 
iiiyn  hous  so  keix^n  and  deffenden,  that 
myne  cnemys  shul  been  in  drcde  myn 
hous  for  lo  aj>pr<x:he. ' 

[3535]  To  this  sentence  answerdc  anon 
Prudence.  *  VVamcstooryng,*  (juod  she, 
*of  hcighc  toures  and  of  grele  edifices 
ap])ertyneth  st)mtymc  to  pryde  and  eek 
men  make  heihc  toures  with  grete  cost- 
ages  and  with  greet  travaille,  and  whan 
that  they  been  accompliced  yet  be  ihcy 
nat  worth  a  stree,  but  if  they  be  defended 
by  Irewe  freendcs  that  been  olde  and 
wise.  And  understoond  wel  that  the 
gretteste  and  strongcste  garnyson  that  a 
richc  man  may  have,  as  wel  to  kepen  his 
jiersone  as  his  goodes,  is  that  he  be 
biloved  amongcs  hys  subgetz  and  with 
his  neighebores ;  for  thus  seith  Tullius, 
that  ther  is  a  manerc  garnysoun  that  no 
man  may  vcnquysse  nc  disconfite,  and 
that  is  [2530]  a  lord  to  be  biloved  of  his 
citezeins  and  of  his  peple. 

•  Now,  sire,  as  to  the  thridde  jxDint, 
where  as  youre  olde  and  wise  conscillours 
sicyden  that  yow  nc  oghte  nat  so<leynly 
ne  hastily  proceden  in  this  nede,  but  that 
yow  oghte  purveyen  and  apparaillcn  yow 
in  this  caas  with  greet  diligence  and  greet 
delibcracioun,  trewely,  I  trowe  that  they 
scydcn  right  wisely  and  right  sooth,  for 
Tullius  scith,  "  In  every  nede  cr  thou 
Ijigynne  it,  apparaille  thee  with  greet 
diligence."  [«535]  Thanne  seye  I  that  in 
vengeance  takyng,  in  werre,  in  bataille, 
and  in  wamestooryng,  er  thow  bigynne, 
I  rede  that  thou  apparaille  thee  therto 
ind  do  it  with  greet  deliberacioun,  for 
Tullius  seith,  "The  longe  apixiraillyng 
bifom  the  bataille  maketh  slu^rt  victorie," 

»530b  iErf/rff ,  H  kef>tn  and  edijitn. 

2525.  aPj^rtynttk  .  .  .  tourtst  text  from 
Corpus ;  ElP  om. 

2525-  and  strongt'sie,  H  strtngihor. 

2325.  Tullius,  rather  Seneca,  Dc  CUtnentia, 
L  19.  5  :  *  Unum  e»t  inexpugnabile  muoimentuni, 
■oor  civium.' 

2530.  Tni/iuMt  De  Offic,  L  ai.  73. 


and  Cassidorus  seilh,  **  The  garnyson  is 
stronger  whan  it  is  longe  lymc  avyscd." 

*  But  now  lat  us  six'kcn  of  the  conscil 
that  wiLS  accorded  by  youre  ncii;hcb()rcs, 
swiche  as  doon  yow  reverence  wiilu»ulcn 
love,  [2540]  youre  olde  enemys  rccoiisilctl, 
youre  flatereres,  that  conscillcd  yuw 
certeyne  Ihyngcs  privcly,  and  openly 
conseillcden  yow  the  contraric,  the  yonyic 
folk  also,  that  ctmseilledcn  yow  lo  vcngc 
yow,  and  make  werre  anon.  And  ccrtes, 
sire,  as  I  have  seyd  biforn,  ye  lian  grcclly 
erred  lo  han  clci)ed  swich  mancre  folk  lo 
youre  conscil,  which  conscillours  been 
ynogh  repreved  by  the  resouns  aforcseyd. 

[2545]  *  But  nalhclecs,  lal  us  now 
descende  lo  the  special.  Ve  shuln  firsl 
proceile  after  Ihe  doctrine  of  Tullius. 
Certcs,  the  Iruuthe  of  this  malierc,  or  of 
this  conscil,  nedelh  nat  diligently  cnqucrc, 
iox  it  is  wel  wist  whiche  ihcy  been  that 
han  doon  to  yow  this  trespas  and  vilcynyc, 
and  how  manye  IresjKissours  and  in  what 
manerc  they  han  to  yow  dot)n  al  tliis 
wrong  and  all  this  vileynye.  And  after 
this  thanne  shul  ye  examyne  the  scc(;ndc 
condicioun  which  that  the  siimc  Tullius 
addeth  in  this  malierc  ;  [^550]  for  Tullius 
put  a  thyng  which  that  he  clcpclli  con- 
sentynge,  this  is  to  .seyn,  who  been  ihcy, 
and  how  manye  and  whiche  been  they, 
that  conscnten  lo  thy  conscil,  in  thy 
wilfulnesse  lo  doon  hastif  vengeance. 
And  lat  us  considere  also  who  been  they, 
and  how  manye  been  they,  and  whiche 
been  they,  that  consentedcn  to  ytiurc 
adversaries.  And  certes,  ius  to  the  first c 
poynt,  it  is  wel  knowen  whiche  folk  been 
they  that  consentedcn  to  youre  luisiif 
wilfulnesse ;  for  trewely,  alle  iho  that 
coiL^^eillctlen  yow  to  niakcn  sodcyn  >\crre 
ne  been  nat  youre  freendcs. 

[2555]  *  I-iit  us  now  consi<leie  N\hiclie 
been  they  that  ye  holde  so  j^rcrlly  y<»urc 
freentles  as  lo  youre  jx.Tsonc  ;  for  al  be 
it  so  that  ye  be  myghty  and  richc,  certcs, 
ye  ne  been  nat  but  allonc  ;  for  certcs,  ye 
ne  han  no  child  but  a  dughter,  ne  ye  nc 

2535.  Casiidoruif  I'afiarutH,  Lib.  i.  Kj).  17. 
2545.  Tullius^  cj).  Dc  Ojjic.  \\.  3.  ic. 
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ban  brethcren,  nc  cosyns  gcrmayns,  nc 
noon  oother  neigh  kynredc,  whcrfore  that 
yourc  cncniys  for  dredc  shoUlc  slinlc  to 
plcdc  with  yow,  or  to  deslroye  yourc 
ixrrsonc.  ['-(560]  Yc  knowcn  also  thai 
yourc  richcsscs  mooten  been  dispended 
in  diverse  jwrties,  and  whan  tliat  every 
w  ight  hiilh  his  jxirl,  they  ne  wollen  taken 
but  litel  reward  to  vcngc  thy  deeth ;  but 
ihync  enemys  been  thrc,  and  they  han 
manie  children,  brclheren,  cosyns,  and 
(Hither  ny  kynredc,  and  though  so  were 
that  thou  haddest  slayn  of  hem  two  or 
thrc,  yet  dwcllen  tlier  ynowe  to  wrekcn 
hir  decth,  and  to  sle  thy  jK-rsonc.  And 
though  so  be  that  yourc  kynredc  l)c 
nnH)rc  sikcr  and  ste<lcfast  tlian  the  kyn 
of  yourc  adversarie,  [2565]  yet  nathclces, 
yi)ure  kynredc  nys  but  a  fer  kynredc, 
lluy  been  but  litel  syb  to  yow,  and  the 
kyn  of  ytnirc  enemys  been  ny  syb  to  hem, 
and  ccrtcs,  ah  in  that,  hir  condicioun  is  bet 
than  you  res. 

*  Thannc  hit  us  considerc  also  of  the 
consL-illyng  of  hem  that  conscillcxlen  yow 
to  taken  stnlcyn  vengeaunce,  whcither 
it  accorde  to  resoun.  -fVnd  certes,  ye 
knt)wc  wcl,  nay ;  for  as  by  right  and 
rc.s«iun,  ther  may  no  man  taken  venge- 
ance on  no  wight  but  the  juge  that  hsith 
the  jiiriMJiccioun  of  it,  [2570]  wlian  it  is 
grauntcd  hym  to  take  thilkc  vengeance 
hastily  or  attemprely  as  the  lawe  re<iuirelh. 
And  yet  in<K>reover  of  thilkc  word  that 
Tullius  clciH.lli  **  conscntyngc,"  thou  shalt 
considcrc  if  thy  myght  and  thy  jx)wer 
may  consentcn  and  sufiise  t*)  thy  wilful- 
nc-vse,  and  to  thy  conscillours.  And 
ccrtcs,  thou  mayst  wcl  scyn  that  miy  ; 
for  sikcrly,  as  for  to  speke  proprcly,  we 
may  do  n<  >  thyng,  but  oonly  swich  thyng  as 
we  may  d<Hjn  rightfully,  [2575]  and  certes, 
rightfully  ne  mowe  ye  take  no  vengeance, 
as  of  yourc  proprc  auctoritee. 

*  Tliannc  mowe  yc  seen  that  yourc 
jMjwcr  nc  conscntcth  nat,  nc  accordeth 
nat,  with  vourc  wilfulncssc. 

*  L.ii  \is  now  cxamync  the  ihriddc 
jioiiu,  thai  Tullius  clciKlh  *' consctjucnt.'' 

if/-...  ./.-.v/t/Wt./,  11  dtpartid^  Pel.  Halt. 


I'hou  shalt  undcrstonde  that  the  venge- 
ance that  thou  purposest  for  to  take  is  the 
consequent,  and  therof  folweth  another 
vengeaunce,  peril  and  werre,  and  otherc 
damages  with-oute  nombre,  of  whiche  we 
Ix:  nat  war,  as  at  this  tyme.  [3580]  And 
as  touchynge  the  fourthc  iwint,  that 
Tullius  clei>?th  *  *  engendrynge, "  thou  shalt 
considcrc  that  this  wrong  which  that 
is  doon  to  thee  is  engendred  of  the  hate 
of  thyne  enemys,  and  of  the  vengeance 
takynge  upon  that  wolde  cngendre 
another  vengeance,  and  muchel  sorwe 
and  wastynge  of  richesses,  as  I  seyde. 

*  Now,  sire,  as  to  the  point  that 
Tullius  clcpeth  "causes,"  which  that  is 
the  laste  ])oint.  Thou  shalt  undcrstonde 
that  the  wrong  that  thou  hast  rcce3r\*ed 
hath  certeine  causes,  [2585]  whiche  that 
clerkes  clcjien  Oriens  and  Effidcns^  and 
Causa  hnji^huiua  and  Causa  propinquay 
this  is  to  scyn,  the  fer  cause  and  the  ny 
cause.  The  fer  cause  is  Almyghty  God, 
that  is  cause  of  alle  thyngcs ;  the  necr 
cause  is  thy  thre  enemys.  The  cause 
accidental  was  hate,  the  cause  material 
been  the  fyve  woundes  of  thy  doghter. 
[2590]  The  cause  formal  is  the  manere  of 
hir  werkynge  that  broghten  laddres  and 
cloumben  in  at  thy  wyndowes ;  the  caosc 
fmal  was  for  to  sle  thy  doghter.  It  letted 
nat  in  as  muche  as  in  hem  was. 

*  But  for  to  speken  of  the  fer  cause, 
as  to  what  ende  they  shul  come,  or  what 
shal  finally  bityde  of  hem  in  this  caas, 
ne  kan  I  nat  deme  but  by  conjectynge 
and  by  supposynge.  For  we  shul  suppose 
that  they  shul  come  to  a  wikked  ende 
by-cause  that  the  book  of  decrees  seitb, 
**Seelden,  or  with  greet  pe^ne,  been 
caubcs  broght  to  good  ende  whaime  they 
been  baddely  bigonne." 

[2595]  *Now,  sire,  if  men  wolde  aie 
me  why  that  God  suffred  men  to  do 
yow  this  vileynye,  certes,  I  kan  nat  wel 
answere,  as  for  no  soothfiutnesse.  For 
thapostle  seith  that  the  sciences  and  the 


j^ciQo.  the  hook  o/^  decreu :    Dtcret.  Grmtimm^ 
P.  n.  Causa  L  Qu.  i.  C.  25. 
2595.  tkii  viUymytf  H^  tkii  wrtm£m»dviUmxe» 
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juj^l^cniciiiz  of  ourc  I^jrd  (1(k1  Almyjjhly 
fccn  fill  ilcpc,  —  ihcr  may  nu  man 
C'liiprclicmle  iil-  scrchcn  hem  suffisanily. 
N.iilu-lccs,  liy  ccrlcyiic  presiimiKiiuuns 
\\.\\A  C'jiijectyn^es,  1  holdc  an<l  bilccvc, 
iiiiat  0«.k1,  which  that  is  ful  of  ju.slicc  ami 
i.f  rigluwisncvjc,  hath  suflfrcd  this  bilyJc 
by  juste  cause,  rosoiiablc. 

[-6.>.i]  *Thy  name  is   Mclilx:c,  this  is 

111  scyn,  **a  man  tliat  drynketh  hony." 

riiriii   hasi  y-iiri>nke  no  nmchcl  hony  of 

^ueete   lemiM>recl   richesses,   and  del  ices 

.'.iid  hMnuurs  of  this  world,  that  thou  art 

dr-inken,  and  h;ist  fori;elen  Jhesu  C!'ris(, 

• -.V  crcatonr  ;  ihou  ne  hast  nat  doon   l«> 

li\m  swich  hunour  ami  reverence  a.«»  ihee 

"t'^hte,  ne  ihoii  ne  haM   nat  wel  ytaken 

■■.':|X;   to  the  wurdes  of  (Jvide,  ihat  seith, 

[.f'.si]    **  I'nder   the  liony   of  the  j;<HMles 

-if  the  iKxiy  is  hyd  ihc  venym  that  sleelh 

ihe  v.ule  "' ;  and  Salomon  .seith,  *•  If  thou 

ha>t  founden  hony,  ele  of  it  that  sulliseth, 

1 -r  if  ihou  etc  of  it  out  of  niesure,  thou 

-halt   siKwe,  anil  Ix.'  nedy  and  pjure"; 

.•nd     jM-Tavenlure,    Crist    hath     thee     in 

i!e>pii,  and    hath   turned   awey  fro  thee 

hi-i    face    and    his    ecris  of  misericorde, 

.uid  al:Mi  he  hath  sutTred  that  tlmu  hitst 

lieen  fnmysshe<l  in  the  manere  that  thow 

h.i^l  y-tro.>|ussed.     [261:..]  Tht>u  hastd«»<jn 

^ynne  ayayn  oure  I^nl  Crist,  for  ccrtes, 

the  tlire  cnemys  of  mankynde, —  that  is 

to  -jcyn,   the   flessh,   the   feeml  and   the 

world, — thou  hast  sufTretl  hem  entre  into 

thjTi  hcrlc  wilfully  by  the  wyndowes  of 

?hy  Uxiy,  and  hast  nat  defended  thy  self 

siifti^sintly  agayns  hire  ass;iules,  ami  hire 

ttmptaciouns,  so  that  they  han  wounded 

thy  S'jule  in  five  places ;  this  is  to  seyn, 

ihc  dcc<lly  synnes  that  inren  enlred   inl<^ 

thyn  hcrtc  l>y  thy  five  wittes.     [2615]  And 

in  the  j>anic  manere  oure  1-ord  Crist  hath 

»uW  anfl  suffred  that  thy  thre  enemys  Ijcen 

cnirctl  into  thyn  h<jus  by  tlie  wyndowes, 

aivl  hiin  y-woundetl  thy  doghter  in  the 

fjrcs«yde  maiiere.' 

*Ccrlus,'    fjmxl    Melilx;e,    *!    >e   wel 
that  j»:   enforce  yow  nmchel  by  wonks 
I'j  uvcrcoine  inc  in  swich  manere  that  1 
a6'>j-  Ovidt^  Amor.  x.  viii.  104. 


slial  nat  venj»e  me  nf  myne  eiuni)s, 
shewynj;e  me  the  jK'rils  an<I  liie  yvcKr. 
that  myj^hten  falle  of  this  vengeance  ;  Inn 
whoso  woUle  conMdere  in  alle  veMj;eanccs 
the  |)erils  and  yveles  that  myj^lile  >c\\e  »»f 
venj;eance  lakynj^e,  [2620]  a  m.ui  wolde 
never  take  vcn^jeance ;  and  lliat  were 
harm,  A>r  l>y  the  ven«;;eance  lakyujjje  Inen 
the  wikked  men  ilissevered  fro  the  ^»Mide 
men,  and  they  that  han  wyl  to  <io  wikked- 
nesse  re^treyne  hir  wikkeil  puri«os  whan 
they  seen  the  punyssynge  and  chaslisynge 
of  the  trcsi);issi)urs.' 

[And  to  this  answered  dame  I'ludem'e, 
'  C'erles,*  s;ii<l  she,  *I  j^raiil  y<Mi  th;\t 
from  venj;eance  come  many  evils  aii«l  nuiiiy 
benefits,  and  yet  veni;eance  beloiii;ctli  ii«.«t 
to  everyone  but  only  to  the  jiul^r.-,  iiiid 
li»  those  who  have  jurisdictii'ii  ovtr  evil- 
«luer.-».  ] 

\:i^jj.^\  *  And  yet  seye  I  mooie,  that 
rif;ht  as  a  sinj;ulcr  ix;r>one  synmlh  in 
takyny;e  vengeance  of  aimther  man,  ri^dil 
so  synneth  the  ju^e  if  he  <lo  no  vengeance 
of  hem  that  it  han  disserveil ;  for  Seiiec 
seitli  thus:  That  maisler,  he  seitli,  i-> 
};oi>d  that  proveth  shrew e->.  And,  a-. 
Cassidore  seitli,  "A  man  tlredeth  to  do 
outrages  whan  lie  wo«»t  and  knowelh  that 
it  displeselh  t«.>  the  juges  an<l  >overeyns."* 
Another  seith,  **The  juge  lluit  ilieddh  to 
do  right  makelh  men  ^hrewe^,"  (v6  .  J  and 
Seint  I'aule  the  AiK)Nlle  seiih  in  his 
Kpistle,  whan  he  writelh  iinio  the 
RomayiH,  that  "The  juge^  beren  n.it 
the  si)ere  wilhouteii  cause,  but  they 
lK.ren  it  to  punysse  the  >lni.\\es  an<l 
my-^doeres,  and  to  defende  the  goode 
men."  If  ye  wol  tlianne  take  vtiigcance 
ofyoure  enemys,  ye  shul  relourne,  or  have 
youre  recours  li»  the  juge  that  liath  the 
jurisdiccion  uix»nhoni,andheslial  ]'un\s>e 
hem  its  the  lawe  axelh  and  retpiiretli/ 


-.■'■.••J.  i/.'j.ii  i-trcd,  1 1  liKitt  uyt.i  iin>.i  i-  •  »•  '< ' '  'f- 

.•'<.•').    /i' t/o  :i'iiitiiHitM\   H  fill.  '.V. 

7t..">.  .And  /i'  ////a  atis-:vi'*ri/,  ^.t'."-  '1  li""  ^^'t-'-^ 
ill  ljiai.l.t.t;;ir*:  iii-citcil  (riiii  tin-  Vniw  h  ;  iticy  .;ii; 
H"!  i:i\tn  in  any  of  tli»-  ^.ovcn  M>S. 
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*A!'  (juotl  Mclilxjc,  *this  vengeance 
likcih  n»o  no  thyng.  [2635]  I  bilhcnkc 
nie  ni)w,  and  take  healc  how  Fortune 
luith  norissed  me  fro  iny  childhede,  and 
halh  hoI|)cn  me  to  {xisse  many  a  stroong 
jiaas.  Now  wol  I  assayen  hire,  trowyngc 
with  (jo<ldes  heipe  that  she  shal  heipe  me 
my  shame  for  to  venge.* 

*  Certes,*  quod  I*rudencc,  *  if  ye  wol 
wcrke  by  my  couseil  ye  shul  nat  asseyc 
Fortune  by  no  wey,  ne  ye  shul  nat  lene 
or  lx)we  unto  hire  after  the  word  of 
Sciiec,  for  ihynges  that  been  folily  doon 
and  that  been  in  hojx:  of  Fortune  shullen 
never  come  to  goo<le  ende.  [2640]  And, 
as  the  same  Senec  seith,  **The  moore 
cleer  and  the  moore  shynyng  that  Fortune 
is,  the  mot)re  brotil  and  the  sonner  broken 
she  is ;  trusteth  nat  in  hire,  for  she  nys 
nat  stidefiisio,  ne  sUible,  for  whan  thow 
trowcst  to  \jQ  moost  seur  and  sikcr  of  hire 
heliK.',  she  wol  faille  thee  and  deceyve 
thee."  And  where  as  ye  seyn  tliat 
Fortune  halh  norissed  yow  fro  youre 
childhede,  I  seye,  that  in  so  muchel 
shul  ye  the  lasse  truste  in  hire  and  in  hir 
wit ;  [2645]  for  Senec  seith,  •*  What  man 
that  is  norissetl  by  Fortune  she  maketh 
hym  a  greet  f(xjl."  Now  thanne,  syn 
ye  desire  and  axe  vengeance,  and  the 
venj;eance  that  is  doon  after  the  lawe 
and  bifore  the  juge  nc  liketh  yow  nat, 
and  the  vengeance  that  is  doon  in  ho])C 
of  Fortune  is  jx^rilous  and  uncertein, 
thanne  have  ye  noon  toother  remeilie, 
but  fi>r  to  have  youre  recours  unto  the 
sovereyn  juge  that  vengeth  allc  vileynyes 
and  wrongc'i,  and  he  shal  venge  yow  after 
that  hym -self  witnesseth,  where  as  he  seith, 
[jt.jo]  **  Leveth  the  vengeance  to  me,  and  I 
shal  <l.j  it/" 

Melil)ee  answerde,  *  If  I  ne  venge  me 
nal  i>f  tlie  vileynye  that  men  han  diit)n  to 
nil',  I  s«.iuijine  or  \\arne  hem  that  lian 
di>un    to    me    tluit    vileynye,    and    alle 

2635.  itnh'tt^  f^as,  H  stray t  fnissa^;^. 

?6j5.  MtMi'i,  Piihlil.  Syr  us,  SiMit.  320. 

j<4'.  h'tWn  s/w  is,  II-  bnlcctk  fckc :  for 
the  quulaii-m  >cc  Piiblil.  Syiiis  Suntciit.  iSo  : 
'  Kiirtiiii.i  vilrca  Lst  ct,  ruin  s]>iciidi-t,  rransitur.' 

3645.  .Stfitt,  I'ubliL  Syru>,  Sviitciu.  17J. 


otherc,  to  do  mc  another  vileynye.  For  it 
is  wriien,  **  If  thou  take  no  vengeance  of 
an  oold  vileynye,  thou  sompncst  thyne 
adversaries  to  do  thee  a  newc  vileynye." 
And  also  for  my  suffrancc  men  wolden  do 
tt)  mc  so  muchel  vileynye  that  I  niyghte 
neither  bere  it  ne  sustcenc,  [3655]  and  so 
sholde  I  been  put  and  holdcn  over  lowe. 
For  men  seyn,  '*  In  muchel  sufTrynge  shul 
manye  thynges  falle  unto  thee  whiche 
tht)u  shalt  nat  mo  we  suffre." ' 

*Certes,'  quod  Prudence,  •!  graunte 
yow  that  over  muchel  sufiraunce  nys  nat 
goixi,  but  yet  ne  folweth  it  nat  thcr-of 
that  every  ix:rsone  to  whom  men  doon 
vileynye  take  of  it  vengeance ;  for  that 
aperteneth  and  longeth  al  oonly  to  the 
juges,  for  they  shul  venge  the  vileynyes 
and  injuries  ;  [2660]  and  thcrfore  tho  two 
auctoritees  that  ye  han  scyd  above  been 
oonly  understonden  in  the  juges,  for 
whan  they  suffren  over  muchel  the 
wronges  and  the  vilej'nycs  to  be  doon 
withouten  punysshynge,  they  sompnc  nat 
a  man  al  oonly  for  to  do  ncwc  wronges, 
but  they  comanden  it.  Also  a  wys  man 
seith  that  the  juge  that  corrccteth  nat  the 
synnere  comandeth  and  biddeth  hym  do 
synne ;  and  the  juges  and  sovereyns 
myghten  in  hir  land  so  muchel  suflre  of 
the  shrewes  and  mysdoeres,  [3665]  that 
they  sholden,  by  swich  sufirance,  by 
proces  of  tyme  wexen  of  swich  power  and 
myght  that  they  sholden  putte  out  the 
juges  and  the  sovere3ms  from  hir  places,  and 
atte  laste  maken  hemlescn  hire  lordshipes. 

'  But  lat  us  now  putte  that  yc  lia\'e 
leve  to  venge  yow.  I  scyc  ye  been  nat 
of  myght  and  |X)wer  as  now  to  venge 
yow ;  for  if  ye  wole  maken  comporisoim 
unto  the  myght  of  youre  adver^sories,  ye 
shul  fynde  in  manye  thynges  that  I  have 
shewed  yow  er  this  that  hire  condicioun 
is  l)ettre  th^n  youres  ;  [2070]  and  thcifoie 
scye  I  that  it  is  good  ;is  now  that  }*€ 
suflVe  and  be  |)acient. 

'  Forthermoore,  ye  knowen   wel  that 


2660.  a  nrys  mam^  Caec.   Bailiuft,   De  Nt^ 
Phil. :   '  Qui  iiuii    corrifnt    |ieccantcm   — ''*'*^— 
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after  the  comunc  sawc,  it  is  a  woodncssc 
a  man  to  stryvc  with  a  strengcr,  or  a 
moore  mycjhty  man  than  he  is  hymsclf ; 
and  ft'Jr  to  str)'A'e  with  a  man  of  cvcnc 
strengjthe,  that  is  to  scyn,  with  as  stronge 
a  man  as  lie,  it  is  peril ;  and  for  to 
strj-vo  with  a  wcykcr  man,  it  is  folic  : 
an»l  iherforc  sholdc  a  man  flee  strj'N-yngo 
as  miichel  as  he  myghte ;  [?<?75]  for 
Salomon  seith,  **  It  is  a  greet  worshipe 
ti>  a  man  to  kcixin  hym  fro  noyse  and 
stryf."  And  if  it  so  hifalle  or  hapjxj  that 
a  man  of  grettcr  myght  and  strcngthe 
than  thou  art  do  thee  grc\*aunce,  studie 
and  bisye  thee  mther  to  stille  the  same 
grevaunce,  than  for  to  vengc  thee ;  for 
Sconce  seith,  that  **  He  putteth  hjnn  in 
greet  peril  that  stryveth  with  a  gretler 
man  than  he  is  h}-mself";  and  Catoim 
seith,  **  If  a  man  of  hyer  estaat  or  degree, 
or  moore  myghty  than  thou,  do  thee  anoy 
or  grevauncc,  sufTrc  hym,  [26S0]  for  he 
that  ooncs  hath  greved  thee,  another  tymc 
may  releevc  thee  and  hel|Te." 

*  Yet  scttc  I  caas  ye  have  bothc  myght 
and  licence  for  to  venge  yow,  I  seyc  that 
iher  be  ful  manye  thynges  that  slud 
rcstrcync  yow  of  vengeance-takjiige,  and 
make  yow  for  to  encl>'ne  to  suffre  and 
for  to  han  pacience  in  the  thynges  that 
han  been  doon  to  yow.  First  and  fore- 
wanl,  if  ye  wole  considcre  the  defautes 
that  \y(xxi  in  youre  owcne  persone,  [2685] 
for  whichc  defautes  (Jod  hath  suffred  yow 
ha\*c  this  tribulacioun,  as  I  have  seyd 
yow  beer  bifom  ;  for  the  pocte  seith,  that 
we  oghte  paciently  taken  the  trihulacions 
that  comcn  to  us  whan  we  thynken  and 
considcren  that  we  han  disserve<l  to  have 
hem ;  and  Seint  Gregorie  seith,  that 
vhan  a  man  considereth  wel  the  nombre 
of  hw  defautes  and  of  his  s>'nnes,  the 
peyncs  and  the  tribtdaciouns  that  he  suff- 
rcth  semen  the  lesse  unto  h)'m  ;  and  in 
as  muchc  as  hym  th}'Tiketh  bus  synnes 
moore   bevy   and   grevous,  [2^'9o]  in   so 

2670.  the  conrmon  gov;  from  Seneca,  Df  Ira^ 
XL  34.  I. 
3675.  Senec^  Publilius  Svnis^  Sent.  483. 
9675.  Catomn^  De  Morints.  iv.  39. 
«6fio.  grtved  tketf  H  Jon  ike  a  grievauncr. 


niuche  scmcth  his  pe>'ne  ihc  lighter,  and 
the  esier  unto  hym. 

*  Also  ye  owen  to  encl)'ne  an<l  l)Owe 
youre  hertc  to  take  the  i>acience  of  oure 
I-,ord  Jhesu  Crist,  as  seith  Scint  IVler  in 
his  Epistles:  ** Jhesu  Crist,"  he  seith, 
**hath  suflred  for  us  and  yeven  ensiunple 
to  ever)'  man  to  fohve  and  sewe  Jiyni ;  for 
he  dide  never  synne,  ne  never  cam  Iher 
a  vileynous  word  out  of  his  moulli ;  whan 
men  cursed  hym  he  curbed  hem  noght, 
and  whan  men  bettcn  hym  he  manaced 
hem  noght.''  [2695]  Also  the  grete 
jxiciencc  which  the  seintes  that  been  in 
jxaradys  han  had  in  triljulaciouns  that 
they  han  y-suffred  withouten  hir  desert 
or  gilt  oghte  muchel  stiren  y<»\v  to 
pacience.  Fortherm(V)re,  ye  sholdo  en- 
force yow  to  have  jiacience,  considerynge 
that  the  tribulaciouns  of  this  world  but 
litel  while  endure,  and  soone  |)asscd 
l>een  and  goone,  and  the  joye  that  a  man 
sc'kclh  to  have  by  jwcience  in  tribulaciouns 
is  perdurable,  after  that,  the  AiH->stle 
seith  in  his  Kpistle,  [2700]  **  The  joye  of 
f  io<l,"  he  seith,  **  is  perdurable,"  that  is  to 
scyn,  cverelast)Tige. 

*Also  trowe  and  bilevcth  stcdefastly 
that  he  nys  nat  wcl  y-norissed,  nc  wel 
y-taught,  that  kan  nat  have  pacience,  or 
wol  nat  receyve  pacience ;  for  Salomon 
Seith  that  the  doctrine  and  the  wit  of  a 
man  is  knowen  by  pacience.  An<l  in 
another  place  he  seith  that  he  that  is 
pacient  govcmeth  hjTn  by  greet  prudence. 
And  the  same  Salomon  seith,  '*  Theangr}- 
and  wrathful  man  makcth  n«)yses,  an<l 
the  pacient  man  atemprelh  htmi  and 
slilleth."  [5705]  He  seith  also,  "It  is 
moore  worth  to  be  jxicient,  than  for  t«> 
l)c  right  strong,'*  and  he  that  may  have 
the  lordshijx;  of  his  owene  herte  is  in(X)re 
to  preyse  than  he  that  by  iiis  f.rce  or 
strcngthe  taketh  grete  citees  ;  and  llier- 
fore  seith  Seint  Jame  in  his  l'j)istlo,  that 
ixiciencc  is  a  greet  vertu  of  |)erfcrclouii.* 

*Certes,'  (jiumI  MelilK*e,  *I  i;r;iunle 
yow,  dame  I'rudence,  that  ]):uMcnrir  is  ;i 
greet  vertu  of  ptrrfeccioun,  but  rviTv  ni:in 
may    nat   have   the   i>erfecrioun   tli.il   yi.- 
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sekcn,  \2i\<^'\  ne  I  nam  nal  of  the  nombrc 

of  rif^lit  i>arrite  men,  for  niyn  hcrle  may 

never  l)oen  in  jK'cs  unto  the  tymo  it  Ix? 

venge<l  ;  and    al    be    it   so   that   it    was 

greet  peril  to  mync  enemys  to  do  me  a 

vileynye  in  takynge  vengeance  upon  me, 

yet  looken  they  noon  heede  of  the  jxiril, 

but  fulfilleden  hir  wikked  ^^^l,  and  hir 

corage  ;  and  t  her  fore,  me  thynkcth,  men 

oghten  nat  repreve  me,  though  I  putte  me 

in  a  litel  peril  for  to  venge  me,  [2715]  and 

thougli  I  do  a  greet  excesse,  tliat  is  to  seyn, 

that  I  venge  oon  outrage  by  another.' 

*  A  ! '  quod  dame  Prudence,  *  ye  seyn 

youre  wyl  and  as  yow  liketh,  but  in  no 

caas  of  the  world  a  man  sholdc  nat  doon 

outrage,  ne  excesse,  for  to  vengen  hym  ; 

for  Qissidore  seilh  that  as  yvele  dooth  he 

that  vengeth  hym  by  outrage  as  he  that 

d<K)th  the  outrage ;  and  therfore,  ye  shul 

venge  yow  after  the  ordre  of  right,  that 

is  to  seyn,   by  the  la  we,  ami  noght  by 

excesse  ne  by  outrage.      [27?n]  And  also,  if 

ye  wol  venge  yow  of  the  outmge  of  youre 

adversaries  in  oother  manere  tlian  right 

comandeth,  ye  S}'nncn;  and  therfore  seith 

Sener,   iliat    a    man    shal   never  vengen 

shrewednesse  by  shrewe<lnesse.      And    if 

ye  seye  that  right  axeth  a  man  to  defenden 

violence   by    violence,    and   fightyng  by 

fight yng,  certes  yc  seye  sooth,  whan  tlic 

<lefense  is  do«>n  anon  withuuten  intervallc 

or  wiihouti-n    tari}'ng    or   delay,    for    to 

delTcndeii  hym  and  nat  for  to  vengen  hym. 

[2735]  And  it  bihoveth  that  a  man  putte 

swich  at  temperance  in  his  deffensc  that 

men  liave  no  cause  ne  matiere  to  repreven 

hym  that  delTendeth  hym  of  excesse  and 

outrage,  for  ell  is  were  it  agayn  resoun. 

Pardee  ye   k  no  wen  wcl  that  yc  maken 

no  deftcnse  as  now  for  to  deffende  yow, 

but  f«3r  to  venge  yow ;  and  so  shcweth  it 

that  ye   han  no  wyl  to  do  youre  dede 

attemprely,    and   therfore    me   thynketh 

that  jKicience  is  good,  for  Salomon  seith 

that  he    that    is  nat  pacient  shal    have 

greet  harm.' 

7715.  Casiitio^e^  Variar.  i.  so. 

77;'o.  StMfCf  the  pseud ()-5»cneca,  De  Aforihus^ 

?7.'$.  i/icuvf^i,  II  iiMffA,  Camb.B  .tt'.ivM. 


[2730]  *  Certes,'  quod  Meliboe,  '  1 
graunte  yow  that  whan  a  man  is  injxicient 
and  wrooth,  of  that  that  toucheth  hym 
noght  and  that  aperteneth  nat  unto  h}Tn, 
though  it  harme  hym,  it  is  no  wonder ; 
fi)r  the  lawe  seith  that  he  is  coupuble  that 
entremetieth  or  mcdleth  with  sw}*ch 
thyng  as  aperteneth  nat  unto  hym.  And 
Salomon  seith,  that  he  that  cntrcmetteth 
hym  of  the  noyse  or  strif  of  another  man 
is  lyk  to  hym  that  taketh  an  honnd  by 
the  cris ;  for  right  as  he  that  taketh  a 
straunge  hound  by  the'  cris  Is  omherwhile 
biten  with  the  hound,  right  in  the  same 
wise  is  it  resoun  that  he  have  hann  that 
by  his  inpacience  me<lleth  hym  of  the 
noyiie  of  another  man  whereas  it  ajxT- 
teneth  nat  unto  hym.  [2735]  But  ye 
knowen  wel  that  this  dede,  that  is  to 
seyn,  my  grief  and  my  discse,  toucheth 
me  right  ny,  and  therfore,  though  I  be 
wrooth  and  injxicient,  it  Is  no  merveille ; 
and,  sav)'nge  youre  grace,  I  kan  nat  seen 
that  it  myghte  grectly  harme  me  though 
I  tooke  vengeaunce,  ft>r  I  am  richer  and 
moorc  myghty  than  myne  enemys  been. 
And  wel  knowen  ye  that  hy  mone}*e  and 
by  havynge  gretc  possessions  been  alle 
the  thynges  of  this  world  go\*emed ; 
[2740]  and  Salomon  seith,  that  alle  th)'nges 
obeyen  to  moneye.* 

Whan  Prudence  haddc  herd  hir  hous- 
lx)nde  avanten  hym  of  his  richesse  and  of 
his  moneye,  dispreisynge  the  power  of 
his  adversaries,  she  spak,  and  se}*dc  in 
this  wise  :  *  Certes,  deerc  sire,  I  graunte 
yow  that  ye  been  riche  and  m^-ghty,  and 
that  the  richesses  been  goode  to  hem  that 
han  wcl  y-geten  hem  and  wel  konne  usen 
hem  ;  for,  right  as  the  body  of  a  man 
may  nat  l)'ven  withoute  the  soule,  namoore 
may  it  ly ve  withouten  temporeel  goodes ; 
[2745]  and  for  richesses  may  a  man  gete 
hym  gretc  frcendes.  And  therfore  seith 
Pamphilles,  ** Ifanetherdesdoghter," seilh 
he,  *Mie  riche,  she  may  chescn  of  a  thoa- 
sand  men  which  she  wol   take   to  her 

2745.  PaM/Ai/ieSf  Paunpbilus,  DtAm^rti 
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h<^uso?x>n<le,"  for  of  a  ihousand  men  orm 

wcil   nat    forsaken   hire  nc  refusen   hire. 

And  this  Pamphilles  seith  also,  **  If  thow 

tie  right  happy,  that  is  to  seyn,  if  thou  be 

right    riche,    thou   shalt    f)'n(le   a   greet 

nombre  of  felawes  and  freendes  ;  and  if 

thy  fortune  change  that  thou  wcxe  jwure, 

farewel     frecndshijDe    and     felaweshipe, 

[2750]  for  thou  shalt  l)e  at  alloone  with- 

outen  any  compaignye,  but  if  it  t>e  the 

compaignye  of  pnure    folk."      And  yet 

seith  this  Pamphilles  moreover,  that  they 

that   been  thralle  and    1x)nde  of  lynago 

shullen  been  maad  worthy  and  noble  by 

the  richcsses.    And  right  so  as  by  richesses 

ihcr  comen  manye  goodcs,   ^^;ht  so  by 

povcrte  come   ther   manye   harines   and 

p-eles  ;  for  greet  povertc  const  reyneth  a 

man  to  do  manye  )'^•eles,  and   therfore 

clejieth  Cassidorc  poverte  the  mtxxler  of 

ruyne, — [^755]  that  is  to  seyn,  the  mooder 

of  overthrowynge  or  fallynge  doun.     An<l 

iherfore  seith  Piers  Alfonce,  **  Oon  of  the 

grcticsle  advcrsitees  of  this  world  is  whan 

a  free   man,  l»y  kynde  or  by  burlhe,  is 

cijnstrc)'n«l     by    poverte    t<>    elen    the 

almesse  of  his  enemy " ;  and    the  same 

seith  Innficcnt  in  oon  of  his  bookcs  ;    he 

seith  that   sorweful  and  myshaj>py  is  the 

crjndicioun  of  a  poure  be^ere,  for  if  he 

axe  nat  his  mete  he  dyeth  for  hunger, 

[^760]  and  if  he  axe,  he  dyeth  for  shame  ; 

and  algates  necessitee  constreyneth  hym 

to  axe.      And  therfore  seith  Salomon  that 

bet  it  is  to  dye  than  for  to  have  swich 

poverte.       And    as    the   same   Salomon 

seith,  •*  Retire  it  is  to  dye  of  bitter  decth 

than  for   to   lyven  in  swich  wise."     By 

this<;  rcsons  that  I  have  scid  unto  yow, 

aid  by  manye  othcre  resons  that  I  koude 

Myc,  I  graunte  yow  that  richesses  been 

goode  to  hem  that  getcn  hem  wel  and  to 

hem  that  wel  usen  tho  richesses.     [3765] 

Arul  therfore  wo!  I  shewe  yow  how  yc 

1750.  CassiJotff  Variar.  ix.  13:  'mater 
crimir.um  nece«Kita«. 

'755-   /*'«'*'*  Alfonce^  Disci f.  CUr.  iv.  5. 
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shul  have  yow,  and  how  yv.  shvil  Ik  re  ynw 
in  gaderynge  of  richesses,  and  in  \sh;il 
manere  yo  shul  usen  hem. 

*  Kirst,  ye  slud  getcn  litin  withuuten 
greet  dosir,  by  good  leyscr,  snKynj^ly,  ami 
nat  over  hastily;  for  a  man  that  is  to 
desirynige  to  gete  richesses  al)aun(U)ntlli 
hym  first  to  thefte,  and  to  alle  other 
y\cles  ;  and  therfore  .seith  .*^al«)mon,  "  lie 
I  hat  hasteth  hym  to  bisily  to  wexe  riche 
shal  Ixj  noon  inntxent."  He  seith  also, 
that  the  richesse  that  liastijy  conieth  to  a 
man  S(K^ne  and  lightly  g«K.i|]i  and  passeth 
fro  a  man  ;  [-'770]  but  that  riche^se  that 
Cometh  litel  and  litel  wexeth  alwey  ami 
multiplieih.  And,  sire,  yi'  shul  j^eten 
richesses  by  yo\ire  \\\\  and  by  ycnire 
travaille  unto  youre  prol'it,  and  that  \siili- 
outcn  wrong  or  ljarm-il««ynge  to  any 
ot)ther  jKTsone ;  for  the  lawe  seith  that 
ther  maketh  no  man  hiniselvcn  riche  il 
he  do  harm  to  another  >\i^ht  :  this  is  to 
seyn,  that  nature  defl'endeth  anrl  for])e<leth 
by  right  that  no  man  make  hyniself  liche 
until  the  harm  of  another  i^rsnne.  [.•77s  | 
.And  Tullius  seirh  that  n«i  smwe,  ne  m* 
drede  of  deeth,  ne  n<.»  ihyng  that  may 
falle  unto  a  man,  is  so  nuicliel  a^ayns 
nature  as  a  man  to  eneresseii  liis  nwene 
]>r(»fit  to  the  harm  of  another  man.  And 
though  the  grete  men  an<l  the  mytility 
men  geten  richesses  moore  li^-htly  than 
thou,  yet  shallou  nat  been  ydel  ne  slow 
to  do  thy  profit ;  for  thou  shalt  in  alle 
wise  flee  ydelnesse ;  for  Sal<>nu)n  seith 
that  ydelnesse  techeth  a  man  lo  d«»  n»anye 
yveles.  [77S0I  Aiul  the  '^;inu;  Salnnmn 
st:ith  that  he  that  Inivailhlli  an<l  bisieth 
hym  to  tilien  his  land  shal  eten  breed, 
but  he  that  is  ydel  and  eastelh  hym  to  no 
bisynesse  ne  occujracioun  shal  I'alle  into 
|wverte,  and  dye  for  hunger.  .And  he 
that  is  ydel  and  slow  kan  n»vei  lynde 
covenable  tyme  for  lo  doon  ]\\<  piMi'ii  ; 
for  ther  is  a  versitlour  seith  th.it  the  ydel 
man  excuseth  hym  in  wynter  by  canst?  i.f 

Albvrtamis  Hrixiciisis  in  his  Lilu-y  CrKMu'atSi-r':, 
but  he  rrfor-;  to  a  section  of  lii-^  <»\vii  wnrl:  /V 
Atnorc  l>(i  ft  Pro.\-itni,  wh«  n<  t:  ihi:  rr«;n<li 
transl.itor,  whom  Chaucer  fijUuw-..  iji.iibtl'ss 
tCN>k  thcni. 
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the  frrctc  cookl,  and  in  somcr  by  cnchc- 
soun  of  the  heete.  For  thisc  causes  seilh 
Caton,  **  Waketh  and  cnclyneih  nat  yow 
over  niuchel  for  to  slepc,  for  over  muchcl 
reste  norisscth  and  causeth  manye  vices." 
[7785]  And  iherforc  seith  Seint  Jerome, 
•*  I)<M)th  somme  goode  deetles,  that  the 
<level,  wliich  is  oure  enemy,  ne  fynde  yow 
nat  unocu])ied.  I-'or  the  devel  ne  taketh 
nat  lightly  unto  his  werkyngc  swichc  as 
he  fyndeth  occupial  in  goo<le  werkes." 

*  Thanne  thus  in  getynge  richcsses  ye 
moslcn  flee  ydelnesse ;  an<l  afterward  ye 
shul  use  the  richesses  whiche  ye  have  geten 
by  you  re  wit  and  by  youre  tra\'aillc,  in 
swich  a  manere  that  men  lioldc  nat  yow 
to  scars,  ne  to  sparynge,  ne  to  fool  large, 
— that  is  tc)  seyn,  over  large  a  Sjxindere  ; 
[2790]  for  right  as  men  blamen  an  avaricious 
man  by  causei>f  hisscarseteeand  chyngerie, 
in  the  same  wise  is  he  to  blame  that 
six.'n<leth  over  largely.  And  therfore 
seith  Citon,  ** Use,'* he  seith,  "thy richesses 
that  thou  hast  geten  in  swich  a  manere 
that  men  have  no  matierc  ne  cause  to 
calle  thee  neither  wrecche  ne  chynche ; 
for  it  is  a  greet  shame  to  a  man  to  have  a 
l^overe  herte  and  a  riche  ]«irs."  [2795]  He 
seith  uIno,  '''Hie  goodes  that  thou  hast 
y-goten,  use  hem  by  mesure,  that  is  to 
seyn,  siKMidc  hem  mesurably ;  for  they 
that  folily  wasten  and  desi)enden  the 
gi^Mxles  (hat  they  han,  whan  they  han 
namoore  propre  of  hir  owene,  they  shajx^n 
hem  to  take  the  grK)des  of  another  man." 

*  I  seye  thanne  that  ye  shul  fleen 
avarice,  usynge  youre  richesses  in  swich 
manere  that  men  seye  nat  that  youre 
riche-iscs  ])een  y-buryc<I,  [2800]  but  that  ye 
have  hem  in  youre  myght  and  in  youre 
weeldynge  ;  for  a  wys  man  rcprevcth  the 
avaricious  man  and  seith  thus  in  two  vers  : 
'*  WTierto  and  why  burielh  a  man  his 
gcKxles  by  his  grete  a\Tirice,  and  knowclh 
wel  that  nedes  moste  he  <lyc,  for  deelh  is 
the  en<le  of  every  man,  as  in  this  present 
lyf;  and  fur  what  cause  or  enchesoun 
jnynelh  lie  hym  or  knylteth  he  hym  so 
faste  unin  liis  goodes  [2805]  that  alle  his 
wittes    nu)wen    nat    tUsseveren    hym   or 


dejxirten  h)Tn  from  his  goodes  ;  and 
knr)weth  wel,  or  c^hte  knowe,  that  whan 
he  is  deed  he  shal  no  thyng  here  with 
hym  out  of  this  world  ? "  And  therfore 
seith  Seint  Augustyn,  that  the  a\*:mcious 
man  is  likned  unto  helle,  that  the  moorc 
it  swelweth  the  moore  desir  it  hath  to 
swelwe  and  devoure.  And  as  wel  as  yc 
wolde  eschewe  to  l)e  calle<l  an  a\*aricioas 
man  or  chynche,  [2810]  as  wel  sholde  ye 
kepe  yow  and  goveme  yow  in  swich  a 
wise  that  men  calle  yow  nat  fool-large. 
Therfore  seith  Tullius,  **The  go«xle5,*'hc 
seilh,  "of  thyn  hous  ne  sholde  nat  been 
hyd,  ne  kept  .so  cl(X)s  but  that  they  myghtc 
been  opened  by  pitee  and  debonairetee,*' — 
that  is  to  seyn,  to  yeven  {xirt  to  hem  that 
han  greet  ncde, — **ne  thy  goodes  shullen 
nat  been  so  t)pene  to  Ixien  every  manncs 
goodes." 

*  Afterward,  in  gctyngc  of  )'ourc 
richesses  and  in  usynge  hem,  ye  shul 
alwey  have  thrc  thynges  in  youre  hcrte, 
[2815]  that  is  to  se>ii,  oure  Lord  God, 
conscience,  and  good  name.  First,  yc 
shul  have  (j(xl  in  youre  hertc,  and  for  no 
richesse  ye  shullen  do  no  thyng  which 
may  in  any  manere  displesc  Ciod,  that  is 
youre  creatour  and  makerc ;  for  after  the 
word  of  Salomon,  **  It  is  bettre  to  have  a 
litel  good  with  the  love  of  God,  than  to 
have  muchel  good  and  tresour  and  Icse 
the  love  of  his  Lord  God."  [3820]  Ami 
the  prophete  seith  that  bettre  it  is  to  been 
a  good  man  and  have  litel  good  and 
tresour,  than  to  been  holden  a  shrcwe, 
and  have  grete  richesses.  Ami  yet  seye  I 
fcrthermoorc,  that  ye  .shohle  alwey  doon 
youre  bisynesse  to  gcte  yow  riche^es,  so 
that  ye  getc  hem  with  good  consdenoe; 
and  thapostle  seith  that  ther  nys  thyng  in 
this  world  of  which  we  sholden  have  so 
greet  joye  as  whan  oure  conscience  bereth 
us  good  witnessc ;  [2835]  and  the  wise 
man  seith,  "  The  substance  of  a  man  is  fill 
good  whan  synne  is  nat  in  mannes  con- 
science. " 

*  Afterward,  in  getynge  of  >'oiiic 
richesses  and  in  usynge  of  hem,  ymr 
moste   have  greet    bisynesse  and    greet 


112 


GROrP  K 


CHAUCER'S  TALE  OF  MEI.llUiUS 


2S2ti-2S()0 


ciili^cncc  ilial  yourc  jjixxle  name  be  alwcy 
kept  and  cim^crvcd,  for  S;iltjm()n  scith 
ih.u  iK-'tirc  it  is  aiul  ni(N)rc  it  availlcth  a 
II Kill  tu  have  a  yi^xl  name  than  for  to 
h.i\e  grelu  richesses.  Ami  therfore  ho 
-L-ith  in  another  place,  *'  Vh->  greet  dili- 
j^cnce,"  scith  Salomon,  **  in  ktrpyng  nf  thy 
frccnd  ami  of  thy  {*o«Mle  name,  [uSjm]  fur 
it  slial  Icnger  abide  with  thee  than  any 
irL*.-our,  l»c  it  never  so  precious.'*  And 
.  cc-rte^,  he  sholde  nat  l>e  cidled  a  gentil 
I  man  tliat  after  (jtNl  and  g(Kxl  con.science, 
.die  ihynges  left,  ne  dooth  his  diligence 
and  bir«ynesse  to  kej^n  his  goinl  name. 
And  Cassidore  .seilh  tluit  it  is  signe  of 
v^cntil  herte  whan  a  man  lovcth  and 
•ic^ireth  to  han  a  gooil  name.  And 
therfore  seilh  Seint  Aiigiislyn,  that  ther 
\nx\\  two  ihynges  that  am  neccs.sarie  and 
n^.dcfulle,  and  that  is,  giMid  conscience 
anil  *;cM>l  hxw ;  [2835 J  that  is  to  seyn, 
K''j«'h1  conscience  to  thyn  *iwene  persone 
inward,  and  gfxxl  loos  for  thy  neighehore 
outward.  /Vnd  he  that  trusteth  hym  so 
muchcl  in  hi;^  gixxle  conscience  that  he 
(iisploscth  and  settcth  at  noght  his  gtuMlf 
name  or  loos,  and  rekketh  noght  thtnigii 
lie  keix:  nat  his  gtxjde  name,  nys  but  a 
crueel  cherl. 

•  Sire,  now  have  I  shewetl  yow  how 
>e  shul  do  in  gctyngc  richesses,  and  how 
ye  shullen  iisen  hem,  and  I  .se  wel  that 
fur  the  trust  that  ye  han  in  youre  richesses 
yt  wolc  iiK>evc  werre  ami  Ixitaille.  [a8^o] 
I  conscille  yow  that  ye  bigynne  no  werre 
in  trust  of  yourc  richesses,  for  they  ne 
sutlUcn  noght  werrcs  to  mayntene.  Aiul 
therfore  scith  a  philosophre,  **  That  man 
^  that  desireth  and  wolc  algates  han  werre 
I  ihal  never  have  suffisaunce,  for  the  richer 
that  he  is,  the  grettcr  des))enses  moste  he 
make  if  he  wole  have  worshi]x:  and 
\Tctoric.'*  .\nd  Salomon  seith  that  the 
grettcr  richesses  that  a  man  hath,  the  mo 
des{iendours  he  hath.  And,  deere  sire, 
al  be  it  .si>  that  for  youre  richesses  ye 
okjwu  have  muchel  folk,  [2845]  y*-'l  bihovcth 
It  nat,  ne  it  is  nat  good  to  bigynne  werre 
•here  as  ye  mowc  in  oother  inancre  have 
i<-e:s  unto  youre  worshipc  and  profit*     Tor 
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the  \icl"iieN  of  lialaille>  th.il   luui  in  ihi-. 
worhl  lyen  nat  in  greet   ni>inl»tc  cr  niulii 
tuilc  «if  ihe  jieple,  ne  in  the  vt  riu  r^l  m.iri, 
but  it  lilii  ill  tile  \syl  w\v\  in  the  luiiid  "t 
ouie  i-oid  (irMJ  Alniyghty. 

*  And  tliertoie  |u<la>  M.nh.dKU^,  v\hi«  h 
vsas  Ciodfle>  knyghl,  \N)ian  he  -In 'Me  tii^lile 
ag;iyii  hi-.  i«dvers:irie  that  h.i«l«le  j  giiit 
nom)>i'e  and  a  grelter  imiltitiul<-  i»l'  loll 
an»l  slreiiger  than  was  this  pej»li'  ot 
Machabee,  [.'S.v.'l  yet  he  rec«-nfoikd  hi-, 
litel  Cf»in]>;iigiiye,  and  .sey<le  lii^lit  in  thi^ 
wise  :  '•  Als  lightly, "  tjuoil  he,  "  iiiuy  «'Uii- 
Loid  tiod  .Mmyghly  ye\e  viil'iiie  to  ;i 
fewe  lulk  as  to  many  toll;.  I<'i  llir  \ii  i"ii«- 
of  a  li.iliiile  cuiiith  lun  by  tin-  ■.■iiii- 
iioinbre  of  l»eple,  but  il  (."Um;  ti'-iii  oinr 
l,(»rd  t  i'kI  of  he\ene."* 

*  And,  deeie  siie,  li»r  a-i  nimlu-l  a-,  tlu  1 
i"^  ii'i  III. Ill  ceitein  if  he  be  wiilliy  that 
ti«Kl  ye\e  by  in  victorie  |no  nmre  than  lit- 
is sure  whether  lie  is  worthy  of  the  l«»\<- 
of  K\ui\\  «»r  naught,  after  that  Sal"inon 
seith,  [if 55 J  therfore  eveiy  man  >h<»l(le 
greetly  ilrede  werres  to  big\iiii'\  AihI  by 
cause  that  in  Uitailles  falkn  inaii)'-  periK, 
and  liap|)elh  outlier  while  ih.ii  a-  .-in.ni-  i^ 
thegietenian  slayn  a-^  the  lii<  1  man  ;  an<l 
as  it  is  wiiten  in  the  ste«»ii<l«-  l"">K  nl 
Kynges,  '*'riie  «ledes  ol  iMtiiiilf.-.  l-in 
aveiiturouse  and  no  thjn-^;  «<.  rieMie,  t-T 
as  lightly  is  imih  liuit  with  a  -pen-  .ii 
another"';  f'Vi->|  and  for  llna  i-  i.',i«t  |k  ill 
in  werre,  iherloie  sholde  a  man  llee  an«l 
eschue  werre,  in  as  inu<"hel  a-,  a  man  may 
g«.)oilly,  f«»r  Salomon  ^eith,  "lie  that 
lovelh  jK.'ril  shal  lalle  in  i»<.iil."* 

After  that  <laiiie  riu«lei!it;  liaddi- 
sjwken  in  this  manere,  Melil-te  .iii'-wei«le 
and  seyde,  '1  ^ee  wel,  dame  rnakiKi-, 
that  by  youre  faire  wordes,  and  by  )'»mi: 
res<»uns  that  ye  han  shewe»l  me,  that  the 
werre  liketh  yow  no  tliviii'  ;  but  I  h.i\e 
nat  yet  herd  youre  coriseil,  li«.'W  1  shal 
do  in  this  nede.' 

!■  S 5( ■•  ct 'n:f>.i /'x « j'« ,  H  /> •>  /■/,: 
I'S^u.   («i» '//i»/v,  ctr.]     t'lic  woril- l.i.4i.k<.i«.'l  .lit 
supplied  fioiii  llic  l''r(.iH-)i. 
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[;4365j  '  Ccrles,*  qucxi  she,  *  I  con- 
seille  yow  that  ye  accordc  with  yourc 
adversaries  and  that  ye  have  pees  with 
hem  ;  for  Seint  Jame  scith,  in  his 
Epistles,  that  by  concord  and  pees  the 
snialc  ricliesses  wexcn  grelc,  and  by 
debaat  and  discord  the  grete  richesses 
fallen  doun ;  and  ye  knowen  wel  that 
(x>n  of  the  gretteste  and  moost  sovcreyn 
thyng  that  is  in  this  world  is  unytcc  and 
pees.  And  thcrfore  seyde  oure  Lord 
Jhesu  Crist  to  his  Ai»stles  in  this  wise, 
(2870]  "  Wei  happy  and  blcsse<l  been  they 
that  loven  and  purchacen  pees,  for  they 
been  called  children  of  God."  * 

A  ! '  (juod  Mclibee,  *  now  sc  I  wcl 
that  ye  loven  nat  myn  honour  ne  my 
worshijH;.  Ve  knowen  wel  that  myne 
advers;irics  han  bigonnen  this  debaat  and 
bryge  by  hire  outrage,  and  yc  se  wel 
that  they  ne  retjueren  ne  preycn  me  nat 
of  pecs,  ne  they  iusken  nat  to  be  recon- 
siled.  Wul  ye  thanne  that  I  go  and 
meke  me  and  olieye  me  to  hem  and  eric 
hem  mercy  ?  [3875]  Kor  sothe  that  were 
nat  my  worshiiie ;  fur  right  as  men  seyn 
that  over  greet  htx^mlyncssc  engendreth 
dis|»reisynge,  so  fareth  it  by  to  greet 
humylilee  or  mekenessc.* 

Thanne  bigan  dame  Prudence  to 
maken  semblant  of  wratthe,  and  seyde, 
•  Certes,  sire,  sauf  yourc  grace,  I  love 
yourc  honour  and  yourc  profit  as  I  do 
myn  owene,  and  ever  have  doon  ;  nc 
ye,  ne  mnin  o<^lhcr,  syen  never  the  con- 
traire  !  f  jS8o]  And  yit  if  I  hadde  seyd 
that  ye  sholde  han  purchacal  the  pees 
and  the  reconsiliacioun,  I  nc  hadde  nat 
muchel  mystaken  me,  ne  seyd  amys ;  for 
the  wise  man  seilh,  **the  disscnsioun 
bigynneih  l)y  another  man  and  the  rccon- 
silyng  byg}'nnelh  by  thy  self";  and  the 
prophele seilh,  "Flee shrewednesscanddo 
goodnesse,  seke  jx^es  and  folwe  it,  as 
muchel  as  in  thee  is."  Vet  scye  I  nat 
that  ye  shul  rather  pursue  to  youre  ad- 
versaries for  i)ces  than  they  shuln  to  yow  ; 
[2885]  for  I  knowe  wel  that  ye  been  so 
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hard-hertcd  that  yc  wol  do  no  thyng  for 
me ;  and  Salomon  seith,  **  He  that  hath 
over  hard  an  herle  attc  laste  he  shal  niys- 
happe  and  mystyde."  * 

Whanne  Mclibee  hadde  herd  dome 
Prudence  maken  semblant  of  wratthe,  he 
seyde  in  this  wise :  *  Dame,  I  prey  yow 
that  ye  be  nat  displesed  of  thyngcs  that 
I  scye,  for  ye  knowe  wcl  that  I  am  angry 
and  wrooth,  and  that  is  no  wonder, 
[2890]  and  they  that  been  wrolhe  witcn 
nat  wel  what  they  don,  ne  what  they  seyn ; 
therfore  the  prophete  seith  that  troubled 
eyen  han  no  cleer  sighte.  But  seyeth 
and  conscileth  me  as  yow  liketh,  for  I 
am  redy  to  do  right  as  yc  wol  desire, 
and  if  ye  rcpreve  me  of  my  folye  I  am 
the  moore  holden  to  love  yow  and  preyse 
yow ;  for  Salomon  seith  that  he  that 
repreveth  hym  that  dooth  folye  [2895]  he 
shal  fynde  gretter  grace  than  he  that 
deceyveth  hym  by  sweete  wordes.* 

Thanne  seide  dame  Prudence,  '  I 
make  no  semblant  of  wratthe  ne  anger 
but  for  yourc  grete  profit ;  for  Salomon 
seith,  **  He  is  moore  worth  that  repreveth 
or  chideth  a  fool  for  his  folye,  shewyngc 
hym  semblant  of  wratthe,  than  he  that 
supporteth  hym  and  prcyseth  hym  in  his 
mysdoynge,  and  laugheth  at  his  folye." 
And  this  same  Salomon  seith  afterward 
that  by  the  sorwefiil  visage  of  a  man,  that 
is  to  seyn,  by  the  sory  and  hcvy  ccmtcn* 
aunce  of  a  man,  [3900]  the  fool  correcteth 
and  amendeth  hymself.' 

Thanne  seyde  Melibee,  '  I  shal  nat 
konnc  answerc  to  so  manye  feire  resoons 
as  ye  puttcn  to  me  and  shewen  ;  seyeth 
shortly  youre  wyl  and  youre  conseil,  and 
I  am  al  redy  to  fiilfille  and  parfbame  it.' 

Thaime  dame  Prudence  discovered  ai 
hir  wyl  to  hym,  and  seyde,  '  I  conseille 
yow,'  quod  she,  *aboven  alle  thynges, 
that  ye  make  pees  bitwene  God  and  }'Ow, 
[2905]  and  beth  rcconsiled  unto  hym  and 
to  his  grace  ;  for  as  I  have  seyd  yow  beer 
biforn,  God  hath  sufired  yow  to  have 
this  tribulacioun  and  discse  for  youre 
synnes,  and  if  ye  do  as  I  sey  ]row,  God 
2900.  hir  wylf  H  kin  C9u$umil  mmd  kiwt  wiUt* 
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wol  sende  youre  adversaries  unto  yow 
and  maken  hem  fallen  at  youre  feet  redy 
to  do  youre  wyl  and  youre  comande- 
mentz  ;  for  Salomon  seith,  **  Whan  the 
condicioun  of  man  is  plesaunt  and  lik)^ge 
to  God,  [3910]  he  chaungeth  the  hcrtes  of 
the  manncs  adversaries  and  conslrcyneth 
hem  to  biseken  hym  of  pees  and  of  grace." 
And  I  prey  yow,  lat  me  spckc  with  youre 
adversaries  in  privee  place ;  for  they  shul 
nat  knowe  that  it  be  of  youre  wyl  or 
youre  assent;  and  thanne,  whan  I  knowe 
hir  wil  and  hire  entente,  I  may  conseilic 
yow  the  moore  seurely.* 

•  Dame,*  quod  Melibee,  *  dooth  youre 
wil  and  youre  likyngc,  [2915]  for  I  puttc 
mc  hoolly  in  youre  disposicioun  and  or- 
dinaunce.' 

Thanne  dame  Prudence,  whan  she 
saugh  the  goode  wyl  of  hir  housbondc, 
delibered  and  took  avys  in  hirself,  think- 
inge  how  she  myghte  brynge  this  nede 
unto  a  good  conclusioun  and  to  a  good 
ende.  And  whan  she  saugh  hir  tymc 
she  sente  for  thise  adversaries  to  come 
unto  hire  into  a  pryvee  place,  and  shewed 
wisely  unto  hem  the  grete  goodcs  that 
comen  of  f>ees,  [3920]  and  the  grctc 
bannes  and  perils  that  been  in  wcrre ; 
and  seyde  to  hem  in  a  goodly  manere 
how  that  hem  oughtcn  have  greet  repent - 
aunce  of  the  injuric  and  wrong  that  they 
hadden  doon  to  Melibee,  hir  lord,  and 
to  hire,  and  to  hire  doghter. 

And  whan  they  herdcn  the  goodliche 
wordes  of  dame  Prudence,  they  weren  so 
surprised  and  ravysshed,  and  hadden  so 
greet  joye  of  hire,  that  wonder  was  to 
telle.  [3935]  *A!  lady,*  quod  they,  *ye 
han  shewed  unto  as  the  blessynge  of 
swetnesse  after  the  sawe  of  DaNid  the 
propliete  ;  for  the  reconsilynge  which  we 
been  nat  worthy  to  have  in  no  manere, 
but  we  oghte  requeren  it  with  greet  con- 
tricioun  and  humylitee,  ye,  of  youre  grete 
goodnesse,  have  presented  unto  us. 
Now  se  we  wel  that  the  science  and  the 
konnynge  of  Salomon  is  ful  trewe,  [3930] 
ibr  he  seith  that  sweete  wordes  mul- 
tipUcn     and     cncrccscn    frccndcs,    and 


maken    shrewes    to    be    dcbonairc    and 
mceke. 

*  Cerlcs,*  quod  they,  *  wc  puitcn  oiire 
dcdc  and  al  oure  malere  and  cause 
al  hoolly  in  youre  goo<lc  wyl,  and  ]>ccn 
redy  to  ol)eyc  to  the  sixfchc  and  co- 
mandement  of  my  lord  Melibee.  And 
therfore,  dcere  and  benygne  lady,  we 
preien  yow  and  biseke  yow  as  nickely  as 
we  konne  and  mowen,  that  it  lyke  unto 
youre  grete  g(xxinesse  to  fulfillew  in  dedc 
youre  goodliche  wordes,  [2935]  for  we  cun- 
sideren  and  knowelichen  thai  we  ban 
offended  and  greved  my  lord  Melibee  out 
of  mesurc,  so  ferforth  that  we  he  nai  of 
lK)wer  to  maken  his  amcndes  ;  and  ther- 
fore wc  o])ligc  and  bynden  us  and  oure 
freendcs  to  doon  al  his  wyl  and  liis 
comandementz.  But  jx?ravenlurc  he  hath 
swich  hcN^nesse and  swich  wralthe  to  us- 
ward  by  cause  of  oure  offense,  that  he 
wole  enjoyne  us  swich  a  i>eyne  as  we 
mowe  nat  here  ne  susteene,  ( J940]  and 
therfore,  noble  lady,  we  biseke  to  youre 
wommanly  pilee  to  taken  swich  avyse- 
ment  in  this  nede  thatwc,  ne  oure  freendes, 
be  nat  dcshcrited,  ne  destroyed,  Ihurgh 
oure  folye.* 

*  Certes,*  quod  Prudence,  *  it  is  an 
hard  thyng  and  right  perilous  that  a  man 
pulte  hym  al  oulrely  in  the  arbitracioun 
and  juggcmenl,  and  in  the  niyght  and 
|x>wer  of  his  enemys,  for  Salomon  seith, 
"  Leeveth  me,  ami  yeveth  credence  to 
that  I  shal  seyn  ;  I  seye,"  quod  he,  **  ye 
peple,  folk  and  governours  of  hooly 
chirche,  [2945]  to  thy  sone,  to  thy  wyf,  to 
thy  frcend,  ne  to  thy  broother,  ne  yevc 
thou  never  myght  ne  niaistric  of  thy 
body  whil  thou  lyvest.'* 

*  Now  sithen  he  deffendeth  that  man 
shal  nat  yeven  to  his  l)roi>ther,  ne  to  his 
freend,  the  myght  of  his  Ix^dy,  by  st  render 
resoun  he  deffendeth  and  forbedeth  a  man 
to  yeven  hymself  to  his  enemy.  And 
nathelees  I  conseille  you  that  ye  niystruste 
nat  my  lord;  [2950]  for  I  woot  wel  and 
knowe  verraily  that  he  is  debonaire  and 
mceke,  large,  curteys,  and  n«)  tbyi^^r 
desirous,  ne  coveitous  of  i^oud  nc  lit  lio.sc  ; 
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for  thcr  nys  nolliyng  in  this  world  that  he 
(Icsirelh,  Siive  oonly  worshiix;  iind  lionour. 
r\>rllicrm(M)rc  I  knowc  wcl  and  am  right 
sour  tliat  lie  slial  no  thyng  d(K)n  in  this 
node  wiihuutcn  my  conscil,  and  I  shal  so 
wcrkcn  in  this  cause  that,  hy  grace  of 
i)ure  I-/<»rd  G<k1,  ye  shul  been  reconsilcd 
unto  us.' 

[2955]  Thanne  seyden  they  witli  o  voys, 
'  Worshipful  lady,  we  jmtlen  us  and 
oure  ;;oo(4es  al  fully  in  youre  wil  and  dis- 
I>osicioun,  and  been  rcdy  to  comcn  what 
day  that  it  like  unto  youre  noblesse  to 
lymyte  us  or  assigne  us,  for  to  maken 
oure  oblij,Mcioun  and  boond  as  strong  as 
it  likeih  unto  youre  gtxninesse,  that  we 
mowe  fulfille  the  wille  of  yow  and  of  my 
lord  Melibec/ 

Whan  dame  Prudence  hadde  herd  the 
answer es  of  ihise  men,  she  l)ad  hem  goon 
agayn  privcly,  [^760]  and  she  retourned 
to  hir  lonl  Melilx:e,  and  tolde  hym  how 
she  foond  his  adversaries  ful  rejx^ntant, 
knowelechynge  ful  lowely  hir  synnes  and 
trcspas,  and  how  they  were  redy  to  suffren 
all  ])eync,  rociuirynge  and  preiynge  hym 
of  mercy  and  pitee. 

Tlianne  seyde  Melibce,  *  He  is  wel 
worthy  to  have  i)ardoun  and  for)'ifnesse 
of  his  synne  that  excuscth  nat  his  synne, 
but  knowlccheth  it  and  re|X!ntelh  hym, 
axinge  in<lulgcnce.  [2965]  For  Senec 
si'iili,  •*Tiicr  is  the  remissioun  and  for- 
yifncsse,  wliero  as  confessioun  is";  for  con- 
fcssioun  is  neighcbore  to  innocence.  And 
he  saiih  in  another  place  that  he  that 
haili  shame  of  his  synne,  and  know- 
lccheth it,  is  worthi  remyssioun.  iVnd 
therfore  I  assente  and  conforme  me  to 
have  jKcs  ;  but  it  is  gocnl  that  we  do  it 
nat  wiih-outen  the  assent  and  wyl  of  oure 
freendos.' 

Thanne  w;is  Trudence  right  glad  and 
joyeful,  and  seyde,  [-f97o]  *  Certes,  sire,' 
jpHxl    she,     *ye    han    wel    and    gooilly 
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answered,  for  right  as  by  the  conscil, 
assent  and  heli)c  of  youre  freendes,  ye 
han  been  stircxl  to  vcnge  yow  and  maketi 
werre,  right  so  withoutcn  hire  conscil 
shul  ye  nat  accorden  yow,  nc  have  |x;cs 
with  youre  adversaries ;  for  the  hiwe 
seith,  •*Ther  nys  no  thyng  so  good  by 
wey  of  kyndc  as  a  thyng  to  been  unbounde 
by  hym  that  it  was  y-bounde." ' 

And  thanne  dame  Prudence,  with- 
outcn delay  or  tariyngc,  scnte  anon  hire 
messages  for  hire  kyn  and  for  hire  oldc 
freendes,  whiche  that  were  trcwc  and 
wyse,  [2975]  and  tolde  hem  "by  ordre,  in 
the  presence  of  Mclibee,  al  this  matcerc 
as  it  is  aboven  expressed  and  declared, 
and  preyden  that  they  woldc  ycven  hire 
avys  and  conseil,  what  best  were  to  doon 
in  this  ne<le.  And  whan  Mclibees  freendes 
hadde  taken  hire  avys  and  deliberadoun 
of  the  forseide  mateere,  and  haddcn  cx- 
amyned  it  by  greet  bisynesse  and  greet 
diligence,  they  yave  ful  conscil  for  to 
have  i)ees  and  reste,  [3980]  and  that 
Melibee  sholde  receyvc  with  good  herte 
hise  adversaries  to  foryifnesse  and  mercy. 

And  whan  dame  Prudence  hadde  herd 
the  assent  of  hir  lord  Mclibee,  and  the 
conseil  of  his  freendes  accorde  with  hire 
wille  and  hire  entencioun,  she  was  won- 
derly  glad  in  hire  herte  and  seyde,  *  Ther 
is  an  old  proverbc,*  quod  she,  *  seith 
that  the  goodnesse  that  thou  ma>'st  do 
this  day,  do  it,  [2985]  and  abide  nat,  ne 
delaye  it  nat  til  to  morwe.  And  therfore 
I  conseille  that  ye  scnde  yuurc  messages, 
swiche  as  been  discrete  and  wise,  unto 
youre  adversaries,  tellyngc  hem  on  youre 
bihalve,  that  if  they  wole  trete  of  pees 
and  of  accord,  [2990]  that  the>'  shape  hem, 
withouten  delay  or  tariyng,  to  comen 
unto  us.'  Which  thyng  parfourned  was 
in  dale ;  and  whannc  thise  trespassouis 
and  reix^ntyngc  folk  of  hire  folies, — that 
is  to  seyn,  the  adversaries  of  Melibee, — 
hadden  herd  what  thise  messagers  seyden 
unto  hem,  they  wercn  right  glad  and 
joyeful,  and  answereden  ful  mekely  and 
benignely,  yeldynge  graces  and  thankynges 
to  lilr  lord  Mclibcc  and  to  al  his  cum* 


116 


"J.- 


GROUP  B 


CHAUCER'S  TALE  OF  MELIBEUS 


2995-3040 


fxiignye,  [3995]  and  shopcn  hem  with- 
outen  tlelay  to  go  with  the  mcssagers,  and 
of>cye  to  the  comandement  of  hit  lord 
Melibce. 

And  right  anon  they  tooken  hire  wey 
to  the  court  of  Melibee,  and  tooken  with 
hem  somnie  of  hire  trcwe  freendcs  to 
niaken  feith  for  hem  and  for  to  been  hire 
lx>rwes.  Ami  whan  they  were  comen  to 
the  presence  of  Mclilxx;,  he  seyde  hem 
thise  wordes :  *  It  standeth  thiis,*  quod 
Melibee,  *  and  sooth  it  is,  that  ye,  [3000] 
causeless  and  withouten  skilc  and  resoun, 
han  doon  grete  injuries  and  wTongcs  to  me 
and  to  my  wyf  Prudence,  and  to  .my 
dtightcr  also  ;  for  ye  han  cntred  in  to  myn 
hoa<;  by  violence,  and  have  doon  swich 
outrage  that  allc  men  knowen  wcl  that 
ye  have  disserved  the  dceth,  and  therfore 
wol  I  knowe  and  witc  of  yow  [3005] 
wheither  ye  wol  putie  the  pim)*ssemcnt 
and  the  chastis}'nge  and  the  vengeance  of 
this  outrage  in  the  wyl  of  mc  and  of  my 
w)'f  Prudence,  or  yc  wol  nat  ?  * 

TTuinne  the  wiscstc  of  hem  thre  an- 
swerde  fc  •  hem  alle,  and  seyde,  *  Sire,* 
quod  he,  *wc  knowen  wel  that  we  l>cen 
unworthy  to  comen  unto  the  court  of  so 
greet  a  lord,  and  so  worthy  as  yc  l)cen, 
f€>r  we  han  so  grcetly  mj'stakcn  us,  and 
han  oflendefl  and  agilt  in  swich  a  wise 
aga)-n  youre  heigh  lordshipe  that  trcwcly 
we  han  disservetl  the  deeth  ;  [3010]  but 
yet  for  the  grete  goodnessc  and  dcl)on- 
airelec  that  al  the  world  witnesscth  in 
y<^ure  pcrsone,  we  submyttcn  us  to  the 
excellence  and  benignitec  of  youre  gra- 
cious lordshipe,  and  been  rcdy  to  obcic  to 
allc  youre  comandemcntz,  bisek}'ngc  yow 
that  of  youre  merciable  pitee  yc  wol 
cnnsiderc  oure  grete  rejxjntaunce  and  lough 
suhmyssioun,  and  graunten  us  for}'eve- 
nesse  of  oure  outrageous  trcsjxis  and 
riflense ;  [3015]  for  wel  wc  knowe  that 
youre  liberal  grace  and  mercy  strecchen 
hem  ferther  into  goodnesse  than  doon 
•lure  outragcouse  giltes  and  trcsjxts  into 
wikkcflnessc ;  al  Ix;  it  that  cursedly  and 
dampnablcly  wc  han  agilt  agayn  youre 
heigh  lordshipe.' 


Thannc  Melibee  took  hem  \\\>  fr«"»  the 
ground  ful  benigncly,  and  rcctyvcd  lure 
obligaciouns  an<l  hir  l)04>n»lcs  l»y  hire 
othes  upon  hire  plcggcs  an<l  lK)rwcs,  and 
assigned  hem  a  ccrleyn  day  to  rctournc 
unto  his  court,  [3020]  for  to  acceptc  and 
rcccj^'c  the  sentence  and  jug^eni'.*nt  ihnt 
Melibee  wolde  comande  to  Ix:  doon  on 
hem  by  the  causes  aforcseyd  ;  wliiche 
thynges  ordeyned,  every  man  relourned 
to  his  hous. 

And  whan  that  dame  Prudence  saugli 
hir  tyme,  she  frejmccl  and  axed  hir  lord 
Melil>ee  what  vengeance  he  thoughtc  lo 
taken  of  his  adversaries. 

To  which  Melibee  answerdc  nn<l  seyd<', 
*Certcs,'  quod  he,  *I  ihynke  and 
purj^ise  me  fully  [3o?5]  to  deshcriti^  lieni 
of  al  that  ever  they  han,  and  for  to 
putte  hem  in  exil  for  ever.' 

*  Ccrtes,'  qmnl  dame  Pru<lcncc,  *  this 
were  a  crucel  sentence  and  nnirhel  agayn 
resoun  ;  for  ye  ])een  riche  ynou^h  and 
han  no  ncde  of  oothcr  mennes  i^ood, 
and  yc  myghte  lightly  in  this  wise  j^etr 
yow  a  coveitous  name,  wliich  is  a  vieii>ii^ 
th)'ng  an<l  oghtc  l>een  cschue<l  of  every 
good  man;  [3030]  for  after  the  sawe  of 
the  word  of  the  Apostle,  "Coveitise  is 
roote  of  allc  harmcs."  And  tlierfore  it 
were  beltrc  for  yow  to  lese  so  muchel 
good  of  youre  owenc  than  for  lo  taken  of 
hir  good  in  this  mancrc  ;  for  bellre  it  is 
to  lesen  with  worshipe,  than  it  is  to 
W}'nne  with  vileynye  and  shamcr ;  and 
cvcri  man  oghtc  to  dfion  his  diiii^enee 
and  his  bisyncsse  to  geten  hyni  a  e^ood 
name.  Antl  yet  shal  he  nat  oonly  bi^ie 
hym  in  kepynge  of  his  good  name,  [3"i'-,l 
but  he  shal  also  enforccn  hym  alwey  to 
do  som  th5mg  by  which  he  niny  renovellc 
his  gfxxl  name  ;  for  it  is  writen  '*  that  the 
olde  good  loos  and  good  name  of  a  \wm\ 
is  soone  goon  and  jxissi-d  whan  it  is  nat 
newcd  ne  renovelled." 

*  And  as  touchynge  that  ye  seyn  ye 
wole  exile  youre  adversaries,  ilial  tin  nUrth 
me  muchel  agayn  resoun,  and  <>iit  of 
niesurc,  considered  the  ]>o\\«t  that  iluy 
han  yevc  yow  u|M>n  hemself.      fvM'^1  Ai»d 
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il  [5  H-rilen  llinl  he  is  worthy  to  lesen  his 
l>rivili;gc  thai  mysiisclh  ihe  niyjjht  nnd 
Ihe  iHiwcr  ihnl  \s  ycven  hym.  And  I 
sellc  cas,  ye  myghle  enjoyne  hem  Ihat 
poync  liy  tight  and  by  liwc,  which  I 
Irowe  yc  mowc  nat  do :  I  seye  ye 
niighlE  nat  putten  i(  lo  execucioun  per- 
avenliire,  and  Ihanne  were  It  likly  to 
rclourno  lo  the  werre  as  it  was  bifotn  j 
[3045]  and  Ihoribre  if  ye  wole  that  men 
do  yow  obeisonce,  ye  moste  deem  en 
nioorc  curleisly,  this  is  lo  seyn,  ye  moslc 
ycven  monre  esy  sentences  and  jugge- 
menlz.  For  it  is  wrilen  thit  he  that 
mnast  curtcisly  comandclh,  lo  hym 
men  mooFt  obey  en.  And  Iheiforc  I 
prey  ynw  that  in  this  necessitec  and  in 
IhLs  nedc  ye  caste  yow  to  overcome  youre 
hcrte.  Fnr  Scnec  scilh  that  he  that 
iivereomclh  his  hertc  ow;tcometh  twies  ; 
[1050]  and  Tiillius  seilh,  "Thct  a  no 
ihyng  sii  c'lmendablc  in  n  greet  lord  as 
whan  he  is  debonaire  and  meeke,  and 
appciclh  lightly."  And  I  prey  yow  that 
ye  wole  (iirbere  now  lo  do  vengeance  in 
swich  n  miincte,  that  yoiirc  goode  name 
m»y  lie  kept  iind  conseri'ed,  and  that 
mon  mfiH-e  have  cause  and  mateerc  In 
(ireyse  ynw  of  [Mtee  ami  of  mercy,  [joss] 
anci  ihal  yo  have  no  cause  lo  re(ienteyow 
of  thyn;;  Ih.il  j-e  il<K)n  ;  for  Scnec  scilh, 
"  lie  uvuTniiiicth  in  an  yi-el  mnncre  that 
n-penlelh  h)Tn  of  his  viclorie."  Wher- 
f'lre,  I  pray  ynw,  lat  mercy  hecn  in  youre 
niynilo  .ind  in  jiiure.  hertc,  to  theffect  and 
enlenic  that  (lod  Almyghtyhavc  mercy 
on  yow  in  his  lasle  ju^>cment ;  lor  Scint 
Jaine  scilh  in  hi«  E|iisllc,  "Juggemcnl 
wilhoulcn  mercy  ahal  be  doon  to  hym 
that  halh  no  mercy  of  another  wight  1 " ' 
\ytf.\  'Whunne  Melibce  hadde  herd 
the  Crete  skiles  and  resouns  of  dame 
Prudence,  and  hire  wise  informaciouns 
sihI  luchyngcs,  bis  hcrte  gan  endyne  lo 
Ibc  wii  of  his  wyf,  consiilerjTigc  hir  trewe 
cnienie,  and  conformeil  hym  nnon  and 
■ti,.  T«n-  a'lth,  Pnblil.  Sinn,  Sent  fn : 
■  III.  viBcft  rini  >e  En  yidoria  Ylndt.' 
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issentetl  fully  lo  werkcn  after  hir  consoil ; 
md  Ihonked  (lod,  of  whom  jiroeedtlh 
il  verlu  and  allc  goodnesse,  that  hym 
scnlc  a  wyf  of  so  greet  diiicrecioun. 

And  whan  Ihc  day  cam  Ihat  hi'i 
idveisaries  sholde  apptcren  in  hLs  pre- 
sence, [jnfij]  he  spak  unto  hem  ful  goodly, 
and  scyde  in  this  wyse  :  '  Al  be  it  10 
that  of  youre  pride  and  piesumpcioun 
and  folie,  and  of  youre  necl^ence  and 
unkonnynge,  ye  have  mysbom  yow  and 
tresixiKscd  unio  me  ;  j'et,  for  as  muche  as 
I  see  and  bjholde  youre  grete  humylitce, 
[1070]  and  Ihal  ye  liecn  sory  and  re- 
pentant of  youre  gillcs,  it  conslreyneth 
me  to  doon  yow  grace  and  mercy. 
Therfore  I  receyve  yow  to  my  grace 
and  foryevc  yow  oulrely  alle  the  offijnses, 
injuries  and  wronges  that  ye  have  doon 
Bgayn  me  and  myne ;  lo  this  effect  and 
to  this  cnde,  that  God  of  hU  endclees 
mercy  wole  at  the  tyme  of  oiire  tliynge 
foryeven  us  ouie  gilles  that  we  han 
trespassed  lo  hym  in  (his  wrecchcd  world  ; 
[)°7S]  lor  doutelees  if  we  be  soty  and 
repentant  of  the  synnes  and  gilles  whiche 
we  han  trespassed  in  Ihe  sightc  of  oure 
Lord  God,  he  is  so  free  and  so  mereiable 
that  he  wole  foryeven  us  oure  gitles,  ami 
bryngen  us  lo  his  blissc  Ihat  never  halh 
ende.'     Amen. 


Whan  ended  was  my  tale  of  Mclibee, 
And  of  Prudence  and  hire  benignylce. 
Dure  llostvscyile,  ■  As  1  am  Teilhful  m.-in, 
And  by  that  precious  corpus  Madrion, 
I  haddc  Icvere  than  a  barel  ale  joflj 

Tliat  good  e  lief  my  wyf  hadde  herd  ihis  Ule  1 
For  ^e  nys  no  thyng  of  swich  podence 
As  was  ibis  Mclibeus  wyf  riudence. 
ByGoddcs  bones  1  whani  bcle  myknAves^ 
She  bryngeth  me  forth  the  grete  clobbcd 

And  crieth,  "  Siec  the  <logges  eveiKhooo, 

tyar&Mithuiin, 
jtcepl  ia  FniDC^ 


ivS).  c,'i^i.Vw/rAij>,thebiictyari>.MlthL 
winch  wnufd  Eint  ac«pl  huriat  except  ia  Fra 
and  tben  woriLed  mf 
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^i.d   brek    hnii,   lK>tti<l'  bak  n 


'  And  if  that  any  ncjghebaie  of  mync 
VVol  nat  ta  chiiche  in  my  wyf  enclyne, 
■  tt  he  K)  battly  lc>  hire  lo  tropace, 
Whan  (he  amilh  honic  she  rampelh  in 

.\r»l  cricth,  "  False  coward  !  wrek  (hywyf  1 
)ly  coipin  bnnfa  \  I  Wo]  hare  ihy  kayf, 

\iA  liiaa  ihilt  have  my  dUuf  and  go 
I  ipynne  1 " 

I  Fra  day  lo  nyghl,  right  Ihii!:  she  wul 
I  bigynnc,—  jc^g 

fc"AII««!">beieilh,  "Ihalcvei  I  wmshxpc 
■^h  wrMch  a  milksope  or  a  cowoid  ape, 
^^bv  wol  been  ovctlad  with  every  wight  I 
^^Bon  dAnt   oftl  slonden  by  thy  wyves 

^^^'Tliis  b  my  lif,  but  if  that  I  wol  fighte  j 
^«l  not  >l  'lore  annn  I  moot  me  (tighle, 
'-W  cSta  I  ani  but  lost,  but  if  thai  I 

I     ec  Ilk  ■  wiMc  Icoun.  fool-h^rdy. 
^^±»aM  wel  ihc  wol  dn  nle  slee  «>m  day 
^Hhmdghtbore,  and  Ihannd  gc  ny  way  : 
^^^Bl  am  periTcras  with  knyf  in  hondc ; 
^^Bteit  that  I  dnr  biro  nat  wflhstondc, 
^^Blr<lwbbyi[inannes,  by "<y '"<''>   .<>'* 

'      Thd  that  he  ffnilc  ihat  hire  mysiloolh 

^  ht  us  passe  flwey  fro  thu  maleerc. 
'My  lonl   the  Monk,'  (|iiod  he,  'be 

■lyrie  of  chcete, 
b  je  ihgl  letle  i  lale  trewcly. 
*!  Roneh&tre  siani  heer  fasii-  by  I 
le  JiHth,  niyn  owcnc  lord,  biek  nut 
aiat  came. 
1  bf  my  iriMthr;  I  knnwe  nat  youre 

ihal  I  calle  yiii  tny  laid  dnun  John, 
a  Thimais,  rii  ellcs  daun  Albon  ? 
.  It  tioiu  l)e  yc,  by  youre  fader  kyn  ? 
« (11  Coil,  thou  lw5i  a  (id  fgJrikyn  I 
Bh  s  c^lil  [B^"'°  ^^^  *'"'"'  E°°^'  • 
Vhca  ut  nol  tyk  a  pcnant,  or  a  goojU 
r;inB  my  fciih.  Ihou  an  sum  officer, 
^■n  wotlhy  ncaleyn,  or  nam  eclcrct, 
f -1  \i]  my  bJer  soulc,  as  10  my  doom 
Tbnavt  »inal*tc[,whaii  tliouariu  hoom; 
£  cloyteeKT,  ne  no  novys. 


Biit  II  govemour,  wily  am!  wys,  ji] 

And  therwithal  orbrawnts  and  uf  bonea 
A  wel.farjTige  persone,  for  the  nones. 
I  pray  lo  God,  ycvc  hym  confnsioun 
That  first  ihce  broghlc  unto  religioun. 
Thouwoldest  han  been  a  Iredifowel  aright 
Haddestow  as  greet  a  leeve  as  thou  ha; 

myght 

To  parfourne  si  Ihy  Iu5l  in  engendiure, 
Thou  haddest  bigetenful  many  ncrealurt 
Alliia!  why  wcresiow  so  wyd  acope?  ji; 
Codycvcine sorn'c !  Imlandlwerea  popi 
Nal  oonly  Ihou,  but  every  myghty  man, 
Though  heweteshomfulhye  upon  his  pan 
Sholde  have  a  wyf, — for  al  the  world  i 

Religioun  huth  lake  up  al  the  corn 
Of  Iredyng,   and   we   borel   men   bee 

shrympes  ; 
O r  11  eble I reest her comen  wretched  ympH 
This   maketh  that  oure  heiifci  bclh  s 

sklendre 

And  feble  that  they  may  nat  wel  engcndrc 
This  maketh  Ihat  oure  wyves  wolc  assiy 
Religious  folk,  for  yc  mowe  betire  payc 
Of  Venus  paiiwenti  than  mow?  we.  jt; 
God  wool,  no  Lussheburghes  payen  ye 
But  be  nat  wroolh,  my  lord,  for  lhal 

Ful  ofte  in  game  a  soothe  I  have  herd  se)'c 
This  worthy  Monk  took  al  in  paeienr 
And  seyde,  '  I  wol  doon  al  my  diligenci 
As  fet  OS  sowneih  into  honeslcc. 
To  telle  yow  a  lale,  or  two,  or  Ihree ; 
And  if  yow  list  to  herkne  hyderward, 
I  wol  j-ow  seyn  ihe  lyf  of  SeinI  Edwart 
Or  ellis,  first,  tragAlies  wol  I  telle,    j,( 
Of  whiche  I  have  on  hundred  in  mycelii 
'  Trag^die  is  lo  seyn  a  ccrleyn  sloric. 
As  oUle  bookcs  maken  us  memdric,      . 
Of  hym  that  stood  in  greet  prosperity 
And  ii  y-falten  mil  of  heigh  degree  ^ 
Inio  mytcric,  and  cndelh  wrecch«dt|^ 
And  they  ben  versified  communcly 
Of  six  feel,  which  menelcpcn  wamclrin 
In  prose  cck  been  endiled  many  oon,  ;i. 
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An<l  eok  in  meet  re  in  many  a  sondr)*  w-)'se ; 
I^>,  this  (leclaryng  (jghle  )Tir^h  suffise. 
Now  hcrkneth,  if  yow  likcth  for  to  heere  ; 
lUil  first,  I  yow  biseeke  in  this  matcere. 
Though  I  hy  ordre  telle  nat  thise  thynges 
Be  it  of  |X)pcs,  cmpcrours,  or  kynges, 
After  hir  ages  as  men  writen  fynde, 
But    tellen    hem,    som    bifore   and    som 

bihynde. 
As  it  now  comth  unto  my  remembraunce, 
I  hive  me  excused  of  m)Ti  ignoraunce.'  3180 

MONK'S  TALE 

Hcn-c  bii^nnit'th    The  Monkes   Tahy   de. 
Cast  hits  Jlfonim  JUustrinm 

I  wol  biwaille,  in  manere  of  I  raged ic, 
The  harm  of  hem  that  stoode  in  heigh 

degree. 
And  Allen  so  that  ther  nas  no  remetlic 
To  brynj;e  hem  out  of  hir  adversitee  ; 
I'orrertein,  whan  that  Fortune  list  to  flee, 
Ther  may  no  man  the  cours  of  hire  with- 

holde. 
Lat  n«»  man  truste  on  blynd  pros|x?ritec ; 
lie  war  by  ihi^e  ensamples  t  re  we  and  oldc. 

At  I.rcii  F.R, — though  he  an  angel  were, 
y\n(l  nat  a  man, — at  hym  wol  I  big)*nne, 
lor  thouj^h  I'iirtune  may  noon  angel  dere, 
I'mm  heigh  degree  yet  fel  he  for  his  synne 
Doun  iiUu  helle,  where  he  yet  is  innc. 
0  Lurifer  !  brightest  of  angels  alle, 
\nw   artow   Sathanas,    that    mayst    nat 

t  Wynne 
Out  nf  miserie  in  which  that  thou  art  falle. 

I^>  AhAM,  in  the  feeld  of  Dam)*sscnc, 
Willi  ( Inddes  owne  fynger  wroght  was  he, 
And  nat  bigeten  f)fmannesspermeunclene, 
And  welle  all  para<lys  sa\')Tige  o  tree.  3200 

/>«•  Ca^ihui  I'h-otttm  lUHsiriuHi.  The  tide 
imlii  .ttci  ClKiuror's  <>lilij;ations  to  Iloccaccio's /.'r 
<  <if.  /'/»•.  ,t  /''inn'narMni  Jllust.^  from  which 
and  ihr  ^\nv:  nilthor'-s  /V  Claris  Mulurihts^ 
l'<^  thiii^..  /'«■  Conso/atiottf,  the  Roman  de  la 
A'i>»,-.  ami  tin*  P.ihle  tin*  monk  takes  his  '  old  on- 

Ti'^'j.  l.ucife*;  Oiauroi's  addition  ;  Itoccaccio 
I'C-^in-.  with  Ad.im. 

1107.  Pai*:y\xfnf,  D.imavcus  ;  B«"Krcacci»Vc 
'Anir.  i|iii  j>«>'tca  1  ).inia'>i'':nu». 


I  lacldc  never  worldly  man  so  heigh  degree 
As  Adam,  til  he  f(»r  mysgovemaunce 
Was  dr)'ven  out  of  hj-s  hye  prosi>eritee 
To  lalx:>ur,  and   to  helle,   and  to  mes- 
chaunce. 

Lo  Sampson,  which  that  was  annunciat 
By  angel,  longe  er  his  natmtee, 
And  was  to  Go<1  Almyghty  consecrat, 
And  stood  in  noblesse  whil  he  myghte  see. 
Was  never  swich  another  as  was  hee, 
To   sj-jeke   of   strengthe,   and    Iherwith 

hardjTiesse ;  3910 

But  to  his  wyves  toolde  he  his  secree, 
Thurgh   whiche    he    slow    hymself   for 

wrecchednesse. 

Sampson,  this  noble  almyghty  chaminonn, 
Withoulcn  wepcne  save  his  handcs  twcye, 
I  le  slow  and  al  tO'fente  the  leoun, 
Toward  his  weddyng  walkyngc   by  the 

weyc. 
His  false  wyf  koude  hym  so  plese  and 

preyc 
Til  she  his  conscil  knew ;  and  she»  un- 

trcwe, 
Unto  his  foos  his  conscil  gan  biwreye, 
And  hym  forsook,  and  took  another  newe. 

Thre  hundred  foxes  took  Sampson  for  ire. 
Ami  alle  hir  tayles  he  tog}'dre  bond. 
And  settc  the  foxes  tayK's  allc  on  lire, 
I'^or  he  on  ever}'  tayl  had  knyt  a  hrond ; 
And  they  brcnde  alle  the  comes  in  that 

lond, 
And  allc  hire  oly\'cres,  and  vynes  eke. 
A  thousand  men  he  slow  cek  with  his 

hond. 
And  haddc  no  wepcne  but  an  asses  chefce. 

Wlian  they  were  slayn  so  thursted  hym 
that  he  3239 

Was  wel  ny  lorn,  for  which  he  gan  to  pre)'e 

Tliat  (lod  wolde  on  his  peyne  han  som 
pitee, 

And  sende  h}'m  dr^'nke,  or  elles  moste 
he  dej'c 

And  of  this  asses  cheke,  that  was  dre)'e, 

3705.  anmunciaty  from  Boccaccio  '  Pnemind* 
ante  per  ancelum  Deo,'  but  Chaucer  talws  his 
points  mainly  from  the  Rible. 
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(Jut  of  a  wang-tooth  sprang  anon  a  wellc, 
(Jf  which  he  drank  ynow,  shortly  to  seyc  ; 
Thus  heelpe  hym  Gocl,  2&Jiidicum  can 
telle. 

By  verray  force  at  Gazan,  on  a  nyght, 
Maugrec  Philisticns  of  that  citce, 
The  gates  of  the  toun  he  hath  up-plyght, 
And  on  his  hak  y-caryed  hem  hath  hee  3240 
Hycon  an  hille,  that  men  myghte  hem  see. 

0  noble,  almyghty  Sampson,  lief  and  deere, 

1  lad  thou  nat  toold  to  wommen  thy  secree. 
In  all  this  world  ne  hadde  been  thy  pcere  ! 

Tins  Sampson  never  ciser  drank,  ne  w>ti, 
Neon  his  heed  cam  rasour  notw,  ne  sheere. 
By  precept  of  the  messager  divj'n  ; 
For  alle  his  strengthes  in  his  hecrcs  were ; 
And  fully  twenty  ^ynter,  yeer  by  yeerc, 
He  hadde  of  Israel  the  govemauncc  ;  3250 
But  soone  shal  he  wepc  many  a  teerc. 
For  wommen  shal  hym  bryngen  to  mes- 
chaunce. 

Unto  his  lemman  Dalida  he  tolde 
That  in  his  hecris  al  his  strengthe  lay. 
And  falsly  to  his  foomen  she  hym  solde  : 
Ami  slepynge  in  hir  harm  upon  a  day 
Shemadeto  clippe  or  sherc  his  heres  away, 
And  made  his  foomen  al  his  craft  espyen  ; 
And  whan  that  they  hym  foond  in  thisarray. 
They  bounde  hym  foste  and  putten  out 
his  eycn.  3260 

But  cr  his  heer  were  clipiKil  or  y-shave, 
Thcr  i»"as   no   boond  with   which   men 
myghte  him  b)Ti<le ; 
[>  But  npw  Ls  he  in  prison  in  a  cave, 
;  Where-as  they  made  hym  at  the  queemc 

grynde. 

J  0  noble  Sampson,  strongest  of  mank)Ti<le, 
0  whilom  juge,  in  glorie  and  in  richesse  ! 
Now  maystow  wepen  with   thync  eyen 

blynde, 
Sith  thou  fro  wele  art  fallc  in  wTCCched- 
nesse. 

Thende  of  this  caytyf  ^Tts  as  I  shal  se}'e  ; 
'    His  foomen  made  a  feeste  upon  a  day. 
And  made  hym  as  a  fool  bifom  hem  plc)'e  ; 

3336.  Judiemm^  Book  of  Judges. 


And  this  was  in  a  temple  of  groet  army  ; 
IJut  atlc  haste  he  made  a  foul  affray  ; 
For  he  the  pilers  shook  and  made  lioni 

falle. 
And  doun  fil  temple  and  al,  and  thcr  it  lay ; 
And  slow hymself,  and  eek his  foomen  alle  : 

This  is  to  seyn,  the  pr)'nces  everichoon  ; 
And  eek  ihre  thousand  IxKlycs  were  thcr 

slayn 
With  fallynge  of  the  grete  temple  of  stoon. 
Of  Sampson  now  wol  I  name )orc  say n  ;  3280 
Beth  war  by  this  cnsample  rM)l(l  and  playn 
That  no  men  telle  hir  conscil  til  hir  wyvcs 
Of  swich  thyng  as  they  woldc  han  sccrcc 

fa>Ti, 
If  that  it  touche  hir  lymcs  <^r  hir  lyvcs. 

Of  Hercules,  the  sovercyn  ronquer- 
our, 
Syngcn  hiswerkcslaudeand  hciji^li  rcnoun  ; 
For  in  his  tymeof  strengthchc  was  l  he  fl<  )ur. 
He  slow,  and  rafte  the  skyn  of  the  Icoiin  ; 
He  of  Centauros  leyde  the  IioonI  acloun  ; 
He  Arpies  slnw,  thecruccl  l)r}d(lcs  fcllc  ; 
He  golden  apples  rafte  of  the  drat^jnin  : 
He  drow  out  Cerberus,  the  hound  of  hclU; ; 

He  slow  the  cnieel  tyrant  r»usinis, 

And  made  his  hors  to  frctc  hym,  flossh 

and  l)oon  ; 
He  slow  the  firy  scr|X?nt  vcnynius  ;     ^ro-^ 
Of  Acheloys  two  homes  ho  brak  oon  ; 
And  he  slow  Cacus  in  a  cave  of  Moon  ; 
He  slow  the  geant  Anthcus  the  stronijc  : 
He  slow  the  grisly  l)oor,  and  that  anon  ; 
And  bar  the  hevene  on  his  nckkr  longc. 

Was  never  wight  sith  that  thisworUl  bii^an. 
That  slow  so  manye  monstrcs  a>.  didc  lie  ; 
Thurghout  this  wyde  world  his  name  ran, 

-^274.  ///«',  HO  two. 

3285.  Jlcrcules.  In  this  ajul  tli**  next  «.tnn/a 
Chaucer  follows  clor^ly  Itottliiiis,  /'<  Cons^ua- 
tioMfj  Bk.  V.  Met.  j,  keeping  some  of  th«;  ^)hra^^' < 
of  his  own  translation.^  _ 

3293.  Busit-us^  Busiris  King  ff  Ktrypt,  v.ho 
oflfered  strangers  in  sacrifice. 

3296.  Acheloys.  The  rivcr-jjo«l  tunif.-il  him«;»lf 
into  a  bull  to  fight  Hercules  the  better. 

3296.  brak,  H  ra/t. 

3297.  Carns,  who  stole  the  cnttU-  of  H«;rculcs. 

3298.  AnthcHs,  Antaeus. 
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What  for  his  strengthe  and  for  his  heigh 

bountee, 
And  every  reawme  wentc  he  for  to  see. 
He  was  so  stroong  that  no  man  myghte 

hym  lelte ; 
At  bothe  the  worldcs  endes,  seith  Tro- 

phee, 
In  stide  of  boundes  he  a  pileer  sette. 

A  lemman  hadde  this  noble  champioun, 
That  highte  Dianira,  fressh  as  May ;  3310 
And  as  thise  clerk es  maken  mentioun, 
She  hath  hym  sent  a  sherte,  fressh  and  gay. 
Alias,  thissherte — alias, and  weylaway ! — 
Envenymed  was  so  subtilly  withalle, 
That  er  that  he  had  wered  it  half  a  day, 
It  made  his  flessh  al  from  his  bones  falle ; 

But  nathelees  somme  clerkcs  hire  excusen 
By  (X)n  that  highte  Nessus,  that  it  maked. 
Be  as  l>e  may,  I  wol  hire  noght  accusen  ; 
But  on  his  bak  this  sherte  he  wered  al 

naked,  3320 

Til   that  his  flessh  was  for  the  ven)Tn 

blakcd  ; 
And  whan  he  saugh  noon  oothcr  remcdye, 
In  hoolc  coles  he  hath  hymselven  raked  ; 
For  with  no  venym  deigned  hym  to  dye. 

Thus  starf  this  worthy,  myghty  Hercules. 
L<j  !    who  may  truste  on    Fortune  any 

thro  we? 
For  hym  that  folweth  al  this  world  of 

prees, 
Kr  ho  1)0  war,  is  ofte  y-lcyd  ful  lowe. 
Ful  wys  is  he  that  kan  hj-mselven  knowe  ! 
Beth  war,  for  whan  that  Fortune  list  to 

glosc,  3330 

Thanne  wayteth  she   hir  man  to  over- 

throwe 
By  swich  a  wcy  as  he  wolde  leest  suppose. 

The  myghty  trone,  the  precious  tresor, 
The  glorious  ceptre,  and  roial  magestee 
That  hadde  the  kyng  Nabugodonosor, 

33«i7.  Trof>hee.  E  and  Hcne;.,  wiser  than  any 
modern  commentator,  ap|>cnd  the  note  '  I  He 
vates  Chaldeonun  Trophcus '  1 

3318.  NfssMSy  the  Centaur  whom  Hercules 
slew. 


With  tonge  unnethe  may  discryved  bee. 
He  twyes  wan  Jerusalem  the  citee  ; 
The  vessel  of  the  temple  he  with  hyn 

ladde. 
At  Babiloigne  was  his  sovercyn  see,   333 
In  which  his  glorie  and  his  delit  he  hadde 

The  faireste  children  of  the  blood  roia 
Of  Israel  he  leet  do  gelde  anoon. 
And  maked  ech  of  hem  to  been  his  thral 
Amonges  othere  Daniel  was  oon. 
That  was  the  wiseste  child  of  everjxhon 
For  he  the  dremes  of  the  kyng  expowned 
\Vhere-as  in  Oialdeye  clerk  ne  was  the 

noon, 
That  wiste  to  what  fyn  his  dremes  sowned 

This  proude  kyng  leet  maken  a  statue  c 
gold,  334 

Sixty  cubites  long  and  sevene  in  brede, 
To  which  ymage  bothe  yonge  and  oold 
Comanded  he  to  loute,  and  have  in  dredc 
Or  in  a  foumeys,  fill  of  flambes  rede, 
He  shal  be  brent,  that  wolde  noght  obeye 
But  never  wolde  assente  to  that  dede 
Daniel,  ne  his  yonge  felawes  tweye. 

This  kyng  of  kyngcs  proud  was  and  elaat 
He  wende  that  God  that  sit  in  mageste 
Ne  myghte  hym  nat  bireve  of  his  estaat 
But  sodeynly  he  loste  his  dignytce  3^ 
And  lyk  a  beest  hym  semed  for  to  bee ; 
And  eet  hey  as  an  oxe,  and  lay  therouti 
In  reyn  ;  with  wildc  beestcs  walked  ho 
Til  certein  tjrme  was  y-come  aboute  ; 

And  lik  an  egles  fetheres  wcx  his  heres 
His  nayles  lik  a  briddes  clawes  were ; 
Til  God  relessed  hym  a  certeyn  yeres. 
And  yaf  hym  wit,  and  thanne  with  mar 

a  teere 
He  thanked  God,  and  ever  his  lyf  in  fee 
Was  he  to  doon  amys,  or  moore  trespaa 
And,  til  that  tyme  he  leyd  was  on  h 

bcere,  33 

I  le  knew  that  God  was  fill  of  my^t  ai 

grace. 


3365.  Tirjr,  emend.   Skeat  for 
«f»r  (H»)  etc  of  MSS. 


(E)  * 
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which  that  highte  Baltha- 

he  regne  after  his  fader  day, 
der  koude  noght  be  war ; 
;  was  of  herte  and  of  array, 
ydolastre  he  was  ay. 
at  assured  hym  in  pryde  ; 
caste  hym  doun  and  ther 

y  his  regne  gan  divide.    3380 

e  made  unto  his  lordes  alle, 
i,  and  bad  hem  blithe  bee  ; 
his  officeres  gan  he  calle, — 
^ngeth   forth   the   vesselles,* 
he, 

it  my  fader  in  his  prosperitee 
smple  of  Jerusalem  birafte, 
lye  goddes  thanke  we 
lat  oure  eldres  with  us  lafte.' 

J  lordes,  and  his  concubynes 
whil  hire  appetites  lastc,  3390 
noble  vessels  sondry  wynes  ; 
il  this  kyng  his  eyen  caste, 
in  hand,  armlees,  that  wroot 
ist  ; 
which  he  quook,  and  siked 

ft 

hat  Balthasar  so  soore  agaste, 
%  teckely  pharesy  and  na  moore. 

nd  magicien  was  noon 
J  expoundc  what  this  lettre 
le; 

expowned  it  anon,  3399 

'  King,  God  to  thy  fader  sente 
lonour,  regne,  tresour,  rente, 
s  proud,  and  no-thyng  God 
radde, 

re  God   greet   wreche   upon 
sente, 
rafte  the  regne  that  he  hadde ; 

t-cast  of  mannes  compaignye ; 
vras  his  habitacioun, 
r  as  a  l)eest  in  weet  and  drye, 
:new,  by  grace  and  by  resoun, 

Us.     Only  Corpus  and  Lansdonme 
isyllable  bere. 


That  God  of  hevene  hath  dom3macioun 
Over  every  regne  and  every  creature ;  3410 
And  thanne  hadde  God  of  hym  com- 

passioun, 
And  hym  restored  his  regne  and  his  figure. 

*  Eek  thou  that  art  his  sone  art  proud  also. 
And  knowest  alle  thise  thynges  verraily, 
And  art  rebel  to  God  and  art  his  foo ; 
Thou  drank  eek  of  his  vessels  boldely  ; 
Thy  wyf  eek,  and  thy  wenches,  S5mfiilly 
Dronke  of  the  same  vessels  sondry  wynys. 
And  heryest  false  goddes  cursedly  ; 
Therfore  to  thee  y-shapen  fill  greet  pyne  ys. 

*  This  hand  was  sent  from  God,  that  on 

the  wal  3421 

Wroot,   **  AfaWf  iechel^  phares"  truste 

me, — 
Thy  regne  isdoon,  thou  weyest  noght  at  al, 
Dyvyded  is  thy  regne,  and  it  shal  be 
To  Medes  and  to  Perses  yeve,*  quod  he. 
And  thilke  same  nyght  this  kyng  was 

slawe, 
And  Darius  occupieth  his  degree, 
Thogh  he  therto  hadde  neither  right  ne 

lawe. 

Lordynges,  ensample  heer-by  may  ye 
take,  3439 

How  that  in  lordshipe  is  no  sikemesse ; 

For  whan  Fortune  wolc  a  man  forsake. 

She  l)ereth  awey  his  regne  and  his  richessc. 

And  eek  his  freendes,  bothe  moore  and 
lesse ; 

For  what  man  that  hath  freendes  thurgh 
Fortune 

Mishape  wol  maken  hem  enem3rs,  as  I 
gesse ; 

This  proverbe  is  ful  sooth  and  ful  com- 
mune. 

Cenobia,  of  Palymerie  queene, — 
As  writen  Persiens  of  hir  noblesse, — 
So  worthy  was  in  armcs,  and  so  keene. 
That  no  wight  passed  hire  in  hardy nesse, 
Nc  in  lynage,  ne  in  oother  gentillesse. 

l^rj.  Cenobia.  The  account  of  Zenobia  follows 
closely,  omitting  details  of  battles,  Boccaccio's 
De  Claris  Mulierihus^  cap.  98. 
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Of  kynpjcs  bkxKl  of  Perce  is  she  descended; 
I  soyc  nat  lluit  she  ha<lde  ni(x>sl  fairnesse. 
Hut  of  liirc  shape  she  niyghtc  nat  Ixjen 
amended. 

From  hirechildhetlc  I  fyndethatshc  fledde 
Office  of  wommen,  and  to  wode  she  went, 
And  many  a  wilde  hertes  bloo<l  she  shedde 
With  arwes  hnxle  that  she  to  hem  sente  ; 
She  was  so  swift  that  she  anon  hem  hentc, 
And  whan  that  she  was  elder  she  wolde 
kille  34SO 

I^couns,  leopardes,  and  Ingres  al  to-rente, 
And  in  hir  armes  weeldc  hem  at  hir  wille. 

Slie  dorste  wilde  Ixiestc-s  denncs  seke, 
And  rennen  in  themontaij:^esal  thenyjjhl, 
And   slejxjn   under  the  bussh  ;  ami  she 

koude  eke 
Wrastlcn,  l.)y  verray  fierce  and  verray  myght. 
With  any  yong  man,  were  he  never  so 

wi^ht. 
Ther  myghtc  no  thyng  in  hir  amies  stondc. 
She    kcpte    hir    maydenhtxl    from   ever)' 

wight  ;  ^  3459 

To  no  man  (IcignCtl  hire  for  to  be  bonde  ; 

But  attc  laste  hir  frcendcs  han  hire  maricd 
To  ( )nt(lake,  a  pr)'nce  of  that  c<»ntree  ; 
Al  woro  it  so  that  she  hem  longc  larietl. 
An<l  ye  shul  understomle  how  that  he 
Iladcle  swirhe  fantasies  as  hadde  she  ; 
liut  n:itln'lccs,  whan  they  wereknyt  infeere, 
They  lyvcd  in  joye  and  in  fclicitee, 
l-'orochnf  hem  hadde  oother  lief  and  decre, 

Save  o  thyng,  that  she  wolde  never  assenle 
I>y  no  \\<y  that  he  sholde  by  hire  lye    3470 
I'lUt  onts,  fur  it  was  hir  pleyn  entente 
To  have  a  child  the  w<irld  to  multi|)lye : 
And  also  soone  as  that  she  myghte  espye 
That  she  was  nat  with  childc  with  that 

iK'do, 
Thanne  woldi?  she  sufire  hym  doon  his 

fantasye 
I'ft  <;oonc,  antl  nat  but  ooncs,  out  of  <lrede ; 

And  if  slie  were  with  childc  at  thilke  cast, 

4477?. \  Cliaiin.-r     hrrc     mUiimlcrsiands     his 
..Ti^iM.il. 


Na  moore  sholde  he  pleycn  thilke  game. 
Til  fully  fourty  dayes  weren  jxLst ; 
Thanne  wolde  she  ones  suffre  hym  do 
the  same.  34RJ 

Al  were  this  Onedake  wilde  or  tame 
lie  gat  na  moore  of  hire,  for  thus  she  sej-de, 
It  was  to  wyves  lecherie  and  shame, 
I n  oother  caas,  if  that  men  with  hem  pleyde. 

Two  sones  by  this  Onedake  hadde  she, 
Thewhiche  she  kepte  in  vertu  and  lettrure; 
Rut  now  unto  our  tale  tume  we. 
I  seye  so  worshipful  a  creature. 
And  ^ys  ther-with,  and  large  with  mcsurc, 
So  jienyble  in  the  werre,  and  curteis  eke, 
Ne  mot)re  lalwur  myghte  in  werre  endure, 
Was  noon,   though  al    this   world    men 
sholde  seke. 

ITir  riche  array  ne  mj-ghte  nat  he  told. 
As  wel  in  vessel  as  in  hire  clothyng. 
She  was  al  clad  in  jxirree  and  in  gokl, 
And  eek  she  lafte  noght,  for  noon  hunt}'ngT 
To  have  of  sondry  tonges  ful  kno^-yng. 
Whan  that  she  leyser  hadde ;  and  for  to 

entende 
To  leme  Ix  »okes  was  al  hire  likyng,    3499 
I  low  she  in  vertu  m)^hte  hir  lyf  dispcnde. 

And,  shortly  of  this  storic  for  to  treie, 
So  dr^hty  was  hir  houslionde  and  eek  she, 
That  they  conquerwl  manye  regnes  grctc 
In  the  Orient,  with  many  a  faire  citee 
A]x:rtenaunt  unto  the  magestcc 
Of  Rome,  an<l  with    strong  hond  held 

hem  faste, 
Nenever  myghte  hir  foomen  doon  hem  flee. 
Ay,  whil  that  Onedakes  dayes  laste. 

I  lir  batailles,  whoso  list  hem  for  to  rede,— 
Agayn  Sapor  the  kyng  and  othere  mo,  35W 
And  how  that  al  this  proces  fil  in  dede, 
Why  she  conquered,  an<l  what  title  ha*! 

therto. 
And  after  of  hir  meschicf  and  hire  wis 
How  that  she  was  biseged  and  y-take,— 

3487.  iatf^  H  fmrfos. 

340?.  H    W'as  mnvher  fuVM,  in  al  this  iwcri 
to  si'ckr. 

3501.  stcrie,  K/rPces. 
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Whan  Onedake  was  denl  shemyghtil)' 
The  T^nes  hee1d,andwilhhirc  prapii-  bond 
Agayn  hir  foos  she  feught  so  erueflj' 
Thai  thtr  nas  kyng,  ne  prynce,  in  al  thai 

TTiat  he  nas  gUtd  if  he  thai  grace  fond, 
That  she  ne  woldc  upon  hia  lond  wertcjc. 
With  hire  they  madcn  Bllmnce  by  bond 
To  been  in  pees,  and  Icte  hire  ride  and 
plcye. 

The  empetour  of  Rome,  Clandias, 
Nc  hym  bifore,  the  Koinayn  Galicn, 
Ne  dorste  never  been  sa  corageous 
Nt  noon  Ennyn,  ne  noon  E^pcien, 
N«  Sanicn,  ne  noon  Arahyen, 
L  Wtthinne  thg  fecldc  that  dorsti:  with  hiii; 
f  fighle  ,53= 

^  Ixst  tlut  she  wolde  hem  with  hji  baodes 

vtb  trilh  hir  me^ncc  puttcn  hctn  to  dighte. 

n  kyitgus  habit  wcnie  Mr  sonis  two, 
As  liettcs  uS  hir  &dics  regnijs  alle, 
r  haA  Ilcnnimao  and  Thymalao 
"'     amis  were,  as  I'ersieos  hem  calk  ; 
y  Kotiune  hath  in  hitc  hony  galle : 
nyghly  queenf  tiuiy  no  while  endure. 
Fortune  out  of  hir  regne  made  hire  falle 
'to  ciysivcnture. 


\iielian,  whan  that  the  govemauncc 

)<>(  t^Jine  catii  into  his  hondes  tweye, 
111  ^Hnpc   upon    this  queene    to   duon 
vengeaunce  ; 
laA  with  his  li^ons  he  took  his  weyc 
Towgtrd  Cenobie,  itad,  shoiUy  for  to  scye, 
HcDuidchirc  flee  and  altC-  last  hiiehente, 
AftI  fettled  hice,  und  eek  hire  children 
twi.7e, 
And  wan  tlic  land,  and  huom  to  Rome 
be  weniL. 

riij,  /V/m*.  i.r.  Itooaccio,  "ho,  boweyir,  ii 
•■■,<.-,.  ^rrurlljr.U fill (mur/y,  Corp.*  Iietixfy. 


Amonges  othcre  ihynges  thai  hi;  wnii 
llir  clianr,  that  was  with  gold  wtoghl  41111I 

This  gtetc  Romayn,  this  Aurclian, 

■  lath  wilh  hytn  Ud,  tor  thai  mi^n  slluldc 

Biforcn  his  Irii'imphe  walketh  shce 
Withgillecheyni-sonhirenekkt  hatigynge. 
Coioniii  wBS  she  after  hir  dcgrti^, 
And  fill  of  petree  chained  hire  clolhynyt. 

Alla.%  Fortune  I  she  thai  whilom  vms 
Diedefu!  to  kyngcs  and  to  empcruiircs, 
Now  gaurelh  al  the  pcple  on  hiip,  altii.%  ! 
i\jid    she   that    helmed   wus    in    tiUiikt 


Shal  on  hir  heed  now  were  a  viltcmylc  ; 
And  she  Ihat  bar  the  ceplrc  ful  .if  floiircs 
Sha.1  bere  a  distaf,  hire  costcs  for  to  quylt. 


0  noble,  0  worthy  Tkik 

^  Plori 

Spayne, 

'hom  Fortune  heeld  so  hye 

n  inagc 

thy  jiito 

playne  ! 
Out  of  thy  land  thy  Uiulher  nmi  le  thcv  flee, 
And  after,  at  a  Seegc,  hy  suhlilleo,      J5^l| 
Thou  were  bilrayscd  and  ladiuitnbislcnlc, 
Where-as  he  wilh  his  owcne  hand  slow 

thee, 
Succcdynge  in  ihy  rcgne  and  in  thy  rciiit. 

The  fucid  of  snow  with  thegk-  of  l,lak 

thcrinne 
Oiught  with  the  lynictod  coloured  a^  llie 

gleede. 
He  brew  this cursednessc and  al  Ihis  synnt, 

i;6s.  Ptfn',    Pedro   tbe  Cruel.  Idlliid   by    I.I. 
brpdicr  Hctiiy  ii.  136J.    In  E,  Hcpe..  .iiicl  C.imb. 
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Tlie  *  wikked-ncsl  *  was  werkerof  thisnede, 
Noght  Charles-Olyvver,  that  took  ayhcedc 
Of  trouthc  and  honour,  but  of  Armorikc 
Genylon-Olyvcr,  corrupt  for  mecdc,    3579 
Broghtcthis  worthy  kyng  inswiche  abrike. 

O  worthy  Petro,  kyng  of  Cijwe  also, 
That  Alisandre  wan  by  heigh  maistric, 
Ful  many  a  hethen  wroghtestuw  ful  wo, 
Of  which  thyne  owcne  ligcs  hadde  en  vie, 
And  for  no  thyng  but  for  thy  chivalric 
They  in  lliy  bed  han  slayn  thee  by  the 

inorwc. 
Thus  kan  Fortune  hir  wheel  govcme  and 

And  out  of  joye  bryngc  men  to  sorwe. 

Of  Melan,  grete  Barxabo  Viscounte, 
Ciod  of  dclit,  and  scourge  of  Lumbardye, 
Why  sliolde  I  nat  thyn  infortune  acounte, 
Silh  in  cslaat  thow  cloumbe  were  so  hye  ? 
Thy  brother  sonc,  that  was  thy  double 

allyc. 
For  he  thy  nevew  was,  and  sone-in-lawe, 
Withinnc  his  prisoun  made  thee  to  dye, — 
But  why,  ne  how,  noot  I  that  thou  were 

slawc. 

Of  the  erl   IIUGELYN   OF    Pyze  the 

langour 
Ther  may  no  tonge  telle  for  pitce ; 
But  litel  out  of  Pize  stant  a  tour,         3599 
In  whiclie  tour  in  prisoun  put  was  he. 
And  with  liym  l>een  his  litel  children  thre ; 
The  eldestc  scarsly  fyf  yeer  was  of  age. 
Alias,  Fortune  !  it  was  greet  crueltee 
Swiche  briddcs  for  to  puttc  in  swiche  a 

cage  ! 

T')ampne<l  was  he  to  dycn  in  that  prisoun. 
For  Roger,  which  that  bissho|x:  was  of  Pize, 

;i58x.  Petro,  kyng  0/  Cipre^  Pierre  de  Lusig- 
nan,  ass4t^^inatcd  1369. 

3582.  Alisandre  wan,  in  1365. 

3589.  BarKabOy  Harnabo  S'lsconti,  deposed  \iy 
his  nephew,  died  in  prison  1385. 

3597.  Hugelyn  ofPyze^  Ugohno  of  Pisa,  star>;ed 
to  death  in  12S9.  See  Dante,  Inferno^  xxxiii., 
from  which  Chaucer  has  borrowed. 

3601.  tkre,  Dante  says  four. 

3602.  scarsly  fyf  yttr^  a  touch  added  by 
Chaucer. 

3600.  Roger,  Ruggieri  degli  Ubaldiai. 


Hadde  on  hym  maad  a  fals  suggcstioun 
Thurgh  which  the  peple  gan  ujwn  hym  rise 
And  putten  hym  to  prisoun,  in  s\%  ich  wise 
As  ye  han  herd,  and  mete  and  drynke  he 
hadde  3610 

So  smal,  that  wel  unnethe  it  may  suOisc, 
And  ther  withal  it  was  ful  poure  and  badde. 

And  on  a  day  bifil  that  in  that  hour 
Whan  that  his  mete  wont  was  to  be  broght, 
The  gayler  shette  the  dores  of  the  tour. 
He  herde  it  wel,  but  he  ne  spak  right 

noght. 
And  in  his  herte  anon  ther  fi!  a  thoght 
That  they  for  hunger  wolde  doon  hym 

dyen. 
*  Alias  ! '  quod    he,    '  alias,   that    I    was 

wroght ! '  3619 

Therwith  the  teeris  fillcn  from  his  eycn. 

His  yonge  sone,  that  thre  yeer  was  of  age, 
Unto  hym  seyde,  *  Fader,  why  do  ye  wepe? 
Whanne  wol   the   gayler   bryngen  oure 

potage; 
Is  ther  no  morsel  breed  that  ye  do  kcpc  ? 
I  am  so  hungry  that  I  may  nat  slepe ; 
Now  wolde  God  that   I  myghte  slepen 

evere  I 
Thanne  sholde  nat  hunger  in  my  wombe 

crepe ; 
Ther  is  no  thyng,  but  breed,  that  me  were 

levere.* 

Thus  day  by  day  this  child  bigan  to  cryc, 
Til  in  his  fadres  barm  adoun  it  lay,  3610 
And  seyde,  *  Fare  wel,  fader,  I  moot  dye!* 
And  kiste  his  fader,  and  dyde  the  same 

day; 
And  whan  the  woful  fader  deed  it  say, 
For  wo  his  amies  two  he  gan  to  byte, 
And  seyde,  *  Alias,  Fortune !  and  wcyl- 

away  ! 
Thy  false  wheel  my  wo  al  may  I  wytc ! ' 

His  children  wende  that  it  for  hunger  was 
That  he  his  armes  gnow,  and  nat  for  wo, 
And  seyde,  *  Fader,  do  nat  so,  alias  I 
But  rather  ete  the  flessh  upon  us  two ; 
Oure  flessh  thou  yaf  us,  take  oure  flc^ 
us  fro,  J641 
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,'  —  right   thus   they  to 
e, 

vithinne  a  day  or  two, 
in  his  lappe  adoun  and 


ed,  eek  for  hunger  starf ; 
lis  myghty  erl  of  Pize  ; 
t  Fortune  awey  hym  carf. 
it  oghtc  ynough  suffisc. 
it  in  a  lenger  wise, 
•  poete  of  Ytaille        3650 
t,  for  he  kan  al  dcvyse 
nt, — nat  o  word  wol  he 


Nero  were  as  vicious 
t  lith  in  helle  adoun, 
\  us  Swelonius, 
[  haddc  in  subjeccioun 
/est,  north  and  scptcm- 

es,  and  of  pcerlcs  white, 
clothes  brouded  up  and 

**s  greetly  gan  delite.  3660 

moore  pompous  of  array, 
s  never cmperour  than  he ; 
hat  he  hadde  wered  oday, 
he  nolde  it  never  see. 
ccd  hadde  he  greet  plcntee 
re,  whan  hym  liste  pleye. 
al  lawe  in  his  decree, 
his  frcend,  hym  wolde 


e  for  his  delicasie  ; 
I  slow  upon  a  day,     3670 
en  wolde  wcpe  and  crie  ; 
:her,  and  by  his  suster  lay. 
le  he  in  pitous  array, 
ibe  slitte,  to  biholde 
ynred  was  ;  so  weilaway  ! 
of  his  mooder  tolde. 

^/ul  lowe. 

Chaucer  ts  more  indebted 
'a  Rou  aad  to  Boethius,  De 


ucer's  slip  for  unith ;  Corp.' 


No  teere  out  of  his  eyen  for  that  sighte 
Ne  cam,  but  seyde,   *  A  fair    womman 

was  she  !  * 
Greet  wonder  is  how  that  he  koude  or 

myghte 
Be  domesman  of  hire  dcde  beautee  ;  3680 
The  wyn  to  bryngen  hym  comanded  he, 
And  drank  anon, — noon  oother  wo  he 

made. 
Whan  myght  is  joyncd  unto  crueltce, 
Alias,  to  depe  wol  the  venym  wade  ! 

In  yowthe  a  maister  hadde  this  emper- 

our. 
To  teche  hym  letterure  and  curtebyc, — 
For  of  moralitec  he  was  the  flour. 
As  in  his  tyme,  but  if  bookcs  lye  ; 
And    whil    this  maister   hadde  of  hym 

maistrye,  3689 

He  maked  hym  so  konnyng  and  so  sowple. 
That  longe  tyme  it  was  er  tirannye. 
Or  any  vice,  dorste  on  hym  uncowple. 

This  Seneca,  of  which  that  I  devyse. 
By-cause  that  Nero  hadde  of  hym  swich 

drede, 
For  he  fro  vices  wolde  hym  ay  chastise 
Discreetly,  as  by  word,  and  nat  by  dede  ; 
*Sire,*   wolde   he   seyn,    *an   emperour 

moot  nede 
Be  vertuous  and  hate  tirannye  * ; 
For  which  he  in  a  bath  made  hym  to  blede 
On  bothe  his  armcs,  til  he  mostc  dye.  3700 

This  Nero  haddc  eek  of  acustumaunce 
In  youthe  agayns  his  maister  for  to  ryse, 
Which  afterward  hym  thoughte  a  greet 

grevaunce  ; 
Therfore  he  made  hym  dyen  in  this  wise  ; 
But  nathelees  this  Seneca  the  wise 
Chccs  in  a  bath  to  dye  in  this  manere 
Rather  than  han  another  tormentise  ; 
iVnd  thus  hath  Nero  slayn  his  maister  deere. 

Now  fil  it  so  that  Fortune  liste  no  lenger 
The  hye  prydc  of  Nero  to  cherice,      3710 
For  though  he  were  strong,  yet  was  she 
strenger ; 

3680.  Taken  verbatim  from  Chaucer's  version 
of  Boethius. 
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Sholhou^htc  thus :  *  By(  JckI,  I  am  lo  iiycc, 
Tu  sclic  a  man  that  is  fiilfild  of  vice 
In  hci};li  decree,  and  cm|)eroiir  hym  callc. 
Hy  G<kI  !  out  of  his  sctc  I  wol  hym  trice  ; 
Whan  he  lecsiwenelh  soncst  slial  he  falle!' 

Tile  jK-ple  roos  upon  hym  on  a  nyj;ht 
Tor  his  defaute,  and  whan  he  it  cspieil, 
Out  of  hi>»  (lores  anon  he  hath  hym  dighl 
Allone,  and,  iher  he  wende  han  benallicd, 
lie  knokked  fastc,  and  ay  the  moore  he 

cric<l  3721 

The  faslcre  shelle  ihcy  the  d<ires  alle  ; 
Tho   N\i^te   he   weel    he   hadde    hymself 

niysg>'L'd, 
And  wentc  his  wey,  no  Icnger  dorste  he 

calle. 

The  jx'ple  cride  and  romblctl  up  and  doun, 
That  with  hiserj's  herdehe  how  they  seyde, 
'  Where  is  this  false  tiraunt,  this  Neroun? ' 
Kor  fere  almoost  out  of  his  wit  lie  breyde, 
And  to  his  g<Mldes  pitously  he  preyde 
For  socour,  but  it  myghte  nat  bitydc. 
For  drede  of  this,  hym  Ihoughte  that  he 
deyde,  yjyi 

^Vnd  ran  into  a  garden  hym  lo  hyde  ; 

And  in  this  ;:jardyn  foond  he  cherles  tweye 
That  setcn  by  a  fyr,  greet  antl  reed  ; 
And  lo  thi.>e  cherles  two  he  gan  to  preyc 
To  .sleen  hym,  and  to  girden  of  his  heed, 
That  to  his  lymly,  whan  that  he  were  deed, 
Were  no  despil  y-d«)im  for  his  defame. 
I  lymsclf  he  slow,  he  koude  no  liettre  reed, 
(^f  which  Fortune  lough,  and  hadde  a 

3740 


game. 


Was  never  capitayn  under  a  kyng 
That  regnCs  mo  jnitte  in  subjeccioun, 
Ne  strenger  w;ls  in  feeld  of  alle  thyng, 
A.S  in  his  lyme,  ne  gretter  of  renoun, 
Ne  UK  N  >re  }M>m]xms  in  heigh  presumi)cioun, 
Than  (Jlofkrnk,  which  that  Fortune  ay 

kisle 
S<i  likerously,  and  ladde  hym  up  and  doun, 
Till  that  his  heed  was  of,  er  that  he  wisle. 

'.  K  and  Heng.  luivc  llie  same  line  v^  in 

y,  .1  11  i'1:'i-.-  of  tills. 

~.%t .  (  '/.v,  »Ht,  Ilolofenicb. 


Nat  oonly  that  this  world  hadde  hyi»  in  awe 
For  lesyngc  of  richessc  or  libcrtee,  3750 
J^ut  he  made  every  man  reneycn  his  lawc. 

*  Nabugodonosor  was  god,*  seyde  hce, 

*  Noon  oother  god  [ne]shoIde  adourcd  bee. ' 
Agayns  his  hecste  no  wight  dorst  lrcs|«ice 
Save  in  Bcthulia,  a  strong  citec 
Where  Eliachim  a  precst  was  of  that  place. 

Hut  taak  keix;  of  the  dccth  of  Olofernc  : 
Amydde  his  hoost  he  dronke  lay  a  nyght, 
Withinne  his  tente,  large  as  is  a  heme, 
And  yet,  foral  his  pompc  and  al  his  myght, 
Judith,  a  womman,  as  he  lay  upright   3761 
Slepynge,  his  heed  of  smoot,  and  from 

his  tente 
Ful  pryvely  she  stal  from  every  wight. 
And  with  his  hcc*d  unto  hir  loun  she  wcnte. 

What  nedelh  it  of  kyng  An TH IOC II US 
To  telle  his  hye  roial  magestec. 
His  hye  pride,  his  werkes  venymus? 
]''or  swich  another  was  ther  noon  as  he. 
Kede  which  that  he  was  in  Machabec, 
.\nd  rede  the  proude  wordes  that  he  seyde, 
An«l  why  he  fil  fro  heigh  prosperitee, 
AnrI  in  an  hill  how  wrecchedly  he  deyde. 

Fortune  hym  hadde  enhauncc'd  so  in  pride 
That  verraily  he  wende  he  myghte  attayne 
Unto  the  sterres  ujwn  every  syde ; 
And  in  balance  weyen  ech  montaync  ; 
And  alle  the  floodes  of  the  see  restraync  ; 
And  G(xldes  pepic  hadde  he  nioost  in  hate; 
Hem  wolde  he  sleen  in  torment  and  in 

payne, 
Wenynge  that  God  nc  myghte  his  pride 

alxitc.  3780 

And  for  that  Nichanore  and  Thymothec, 
Of  Jewes  wercn  vcnquysshed  myghlily, 
Unto  the  Jewes  swich  an  hate  hadde  he 
That  he  bad  greithen  his  chaar  fill  hastily, 
And  swoor,  and  seyde  ful  despitoiudy 
Unl(.>  Jerusalem  he  wolde  eftsoonc, 
To  wrcke  his  ire  on  it  ful  cruelly ; 
But  of  his  puqx>s  he  was  let  ful  scone. 

^749.  /lym  in^  H*  «/him. 

3759.  NahttgodoHMor^  Nebuchadneuar. 

3752.  f^od^  H"*  lord, 

3753.  adonrtd^  H*  kcMcured, 
3769,  70.  Rede,  H^  Kedefk. 
3769.  Afachahte,  Bk.  tL  chap.  9. 
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is  manace  hym  so  soore  smoot 
iible  wounde,  ay  incurable,  3790 
is  guttes  carf  it  so  and  boot, 
)eynes  weren  importable ; 
inly  the  wreche  was  resonable, 
a  mannes  guttes  dide  he  pe3me  ; 
lis  purpos  cursed  and  dampnable 
lis   smert   he  wolde   hym   nat 
)tre>'ne ; 

non  apparaillen  his  boost, — 
rynly,  er  he  was  of  it  war, 
Led  al  his  pride  and  all  his  boost ; 
soore  fU  out  of  his  char,      3800 
s  leroes  and  his  skyn  to- tar, 
;  neyther  myghte  go  ne  ryde, 
hayer  men  aboute  hym  bar 
sed,  bothc  bale  and  sydc. 

le  of  God  hym  smoot  so  cruelly, 
rgh  his  body  wikked  wormes 
:pte, 

vithal  he  stank  so  horriblely 
of  al  his  meyneethat  hym  keptc, 
so  he  awook  or  ellis  slepte,  3809 
e  noght  for  stynk  of  hym  endure, 
schief  he  wayled  and  eek  wcpte, 
r  God  lord  of  every  creature. 

boost  and  to  hym  self  also 
)m  was  the  stynk  of  his  careyne  ; 
le  myghte  hym  here  to  ne  fro ; 
is  stynk  and  this  horrible  peyne, 
ul  wrecchedly  in  a  monteyne. 

this  robbour  and  this  homycide, 
ly  a  man  made  to  we|3C  and 
:yne,  3819 

doun  as  bilongeth  unto  pryde. 

»rie  of  Alisaundre  is  so  com- 

me, 

yr  wight  that  hath  discrecioun 

i  somwhat  or  al  of  bis  fortune. 

:  world,  as  in  conclusioun, 

J  strengthe,  or  for  his  bye  renoun 

:n  glad  for  pees  unto  hym  sende. 

\  of  man  and  beest  he  leyde 

oun, 

le  cam,  unto  the  worldes  ende. 


Comparisoun    myghte    never   yet   been 

maked 
Bitwixe  hym  and  another  conquerour  ; 
For  al  this  world  for  drede  of  hym  hath 

quaked.  3B31 

He  was  of  knighthod  and  of  fredom  flour  ; 
Fortune  hym  made  the  heir  of  hire  honour ; 
Save  wyn  and  wommen  no  thyng  mighte 

aswage 
His  bye  entente  in  armes  and  labour, 
So  was  he  ful  of  leonyn  corage. 

What  preys  were  it  to  hym  though  I  yow 

tolde 
Of  Darius,  and  an  hundred  thousand  mo, 
Of  kynges,  princes,  erics,  dukes  bolde, 
Whiche  he  conquered  and  broghte  hem 

into  wo?  3840 

I  seye,  as  fer  as  man  may  ryde  or  go. 
The  world  was  his, — what  sholde  I  moore 

devyse  ? 
For  though  I  writ  or  tolde  yow  evermo 
Of  his  knyghthode,  it  myghte  nat  suffise. 

Twelf  yeer  he  regned,  as  seith  Machabee. 
Philippes  sone  of  Macidoyne  he  was. 
That  first  was  kyng  in  Grece  the  contree. 

O  worthy,  gentil  Alisandre,  alias ! 
That  ever  sholde  fallen  swich  a  cas  ! 
Empoysoned  of  thyn  owene   folk   thou 

weere ;  3850 

Thy  sys  Fortune  hath  turned  into  aas^ 
And  yet  for  thee  ne  weep  she  never  a 

teere  ! 

Who  shal  me  yeven  teens  to  compleyne 
The  deeth  of  gentillesse  and  of  franchise, 
That  al  the  world  weelded  in  his  demeyne? 
And  yet   hym  thoughte  it   myghte  nat 

suffise. 
So  fill  was  his  cor4ge  of  heigh  emprise. 
Alias  !  who  shal  me  helpe  to  endite 
False  Fortune,  and  poyson  to  despise. 
The  whiche  two  of  al  this  wo  I  w>'te  ? 

By  wisedom,  manhede,  and  by  greet 
labour  3861 

From  humble  bed  to  roial  magestee 
Up  roos  he,  Julius  the  conquerour, 

3863.  humblt  bedf  Corp.3  hunU>lthtde. 
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That  wan  al  thoccident,  by  land  and  see, 
^  stccnglhi;  ol  hand,  oi  dies  by  trelee, 
u  Rome  made  liem  ttibuUiie  : 
id  ^tlhc  '>r  Koine  the  empemui  was  he 
il  thai  Fortune  •m^ex  his  adversnrk. 

9  mfghtj  Craar  I  thai  in  ThesstUc 
'    ijfn  Pompcus,  fader  Ihyn  in  lawe,  3870 
It  of  the  orient  hadde  all  the  chivAlrie 
IS  Ihst  the  day  tngynneCh  dawe, 
1  thui^h  thy   kny);hlhod   hasl  hem 
take  nnd  ilawe. 
■e  Aiwi  folk  that  with  Pompeus  il«ildf. 
[liurgh 'which  thou  putlcst  al  Ihuiicnt  in 

aokc  Fottilne,  thai  so  wel  thee  spedde  ! 

i(iw  a  lilcl  while  t  wul  biwnillc 

rn|>eui,  thb  Doblc  govemoui 
r  Rome,   which   that    flcigh    at    this 

bAtEUlk.  jSjy 

_  :,  imn  of  hii  men,  a,  fals  IniiliKir, 
Is  heed  of  smiul,  to  wynncii  hyin  lnv>iur 
M  Julius,  nnd  liym  ihc  heed  he  bitjghtc. 
lUlu,  Pumpeye,  of  tliurient  C(>nc|ueruur, 
That   FurLune   unio  swich   u   fyn    thee 


Q  Rome  Ag&yn  icpairelh  Julius 

h  hut  lti^|)he,  laurial  ful  liyc  ) 
It  on  a  Ifinc  Brutus  and  Cassias, 
hot  ever  hadde  uf  his  hyc  estSAt  envye, 
il  prively  had  mand  conspimcye 
pyns  this  Julius  in  suUlit  wise,        3I9D 
1  caste  the  place  in  which  he  sholde  dye 
h  boydekyns,  as  I  ibal  yow  dcvyse. 

I  This  Julius  to  the  Qtpilolic  wenie 
')l>ou  a  day,  as  he  was  wont  to  goon, 
ind  in  the  Cajrilolie  imon  hym  heiile 
liis  [ftl)L-  Brutus,  and  his  niheri'  foun, 
bid  stikcd  hym  with  lioydekyns  anoon 
iFith  niiny  a  wounOe,  and  thus  they  lete 
bym  lye 


k  he  at  no  s 
Ir  <lle«  at  two,  but  if  hia  g 


Bok  but  O 


to  manly  wa*  lhl»  Jnliiw  of  hert 
A  BO  wel  lovcde  ctlaally  hone 


r  cwer-aij^ 
hilom^l 


Tliat  though  his  deedly 

1 1  is  mantel  over  his  hypes  CMtelli  hi- 

For  no  man  sholde  seen  his  jirivctw  ; 
And  OS  he  lay  of  iliyng  in  a  trauncc. 
And  wisle  verraily  that  deed  was  bee, 
Of  hooestcc  yet  hndde  he  rcmcmbmunc 

LucBii,  to  Ihee  this  slorie  1  recumendi:. 
And  III  Sweliran,  nnd  lo  Valerius  nil". 
That  of  Ihii  sloiie  writen  urd  sail  •::"\" 
How  tliii  lo  Ihuegreteconquetitiiri 
Forli'ine  was  first  frecnil  and  dttbc  : 
No  man  ne  Iruste  ujion  hire  fiivour  !'  _ 
Kul  have  hirv  in  awayi  for  evn-ni 
Witnease  on  alle  thisc 
strunge. 

This  richc  Ckbsvs,   whilOmI 

Lyde, 

OfwhicbcCrcsusGnissnutchjm'li  ' 
Vet  was  he  caught  amydde:  aj  hi^  ;  ' 

And  to  be  hrcnt  men  to  the  fyr  hyin  i 
But  swich  a  teyn  doun  bo  tlic  i><.U 
shadde,  j^ 

That  ilow  the  fyi  and  maile  hym  loacap 
But  to  be  war,  no  grace  yet  he  hadds, 
Til  Fofltincon  the  galwcs  made  hym  gaf 

Whanne  he  escnpM  w«s  be  Lin  nat  itcn 
Fur  lo  bigynne  a  newe  wene  agayn. 
He  wendewel,  for  that  ForluiR'  livm  icn 
Swichlui]«lh(ilhcescai"M  I 
That  of  his  faos  he  iii}-l>: 
Andcekaswevcneupiiri  , 
Of  which  he  was  so  pruu,  1 , . 
That  in  vengeance  he  iil  ln^  utiii 

L']>onalreche  was,  M  that  hym  ihoi, 
Ther  Jiippitcr  hym   wrsMic,  botli 

and  syde. 
And  rhebui  eck  a  bur  lowaJIU  h]- 

broufhle 
To  dryen  hym  with,  and  (bcrfct*  »i 

his  piyile ; 


Di.  Hkl«-  ^ 
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And  to  his  doghter,  that  stood  hym  bisyde, 
Wliich  that  he  knew  in  heigh  science 

habounde, 
He  bad  hire  telle  hym  what  it  signy^'de, 
And  she  his  dreem  bigan  right  thus  ex- 

pounde :  3940 

*  The  tree,*  quod  she,  *  the  galwes  is  to 

mecne; 
xXnd  Juppiter  bitokneth  snow  and  reyn, 
And  Fhebus  with  his  towaille  so  clene, 
The  been  the  sonne-bemes  for  to  seyn  ; 
Thou  shalt  anhangcd  be,  fiider,  certeyn, — 
Reyn  shal  thee  wasshe  and  sonnc  shal 

thee  drye ' ; 
Thus  warned  she  hym  ful  plat  and  fill 

pleyn, 
1 1  is  doghter  which  that  called  wasPhanye. 

An-hanged  was  Crcsus,  the  proude  kyng  ; 
His  roial  trone  myghte  hym  nat  aval  He. 

Tragedie  is  noon  oother  maner  thyng  ; 
Ne  kan  in  syngyng  crie  ne  biwaille 
But  for  that  Fortune  alwey  wole  assaille 
With  onwar  strook  the  r^^nes  that  been 

proude ; 
For  whan  men  trusteth  hire,  thanne  wol 

she  &ille, 
And   covere    hire  brighte   face   with   a 

dowde — 


Tkt  Knight  and  thi  HoU  complain  of 
this  Tale 

*  Hoo  ! '  quod  the  Knyght,  •  good  sire, 

namoore  of  this ! 
That  ye  han  seyd  is  right  ynough,  y-wis, 
And  muchcl  moore  ;  for  litel  hevynesse 
Is  right  ynough  to  muche  folk,  I  gesse. 
I  seye  for  me  it  is  a  greet  disese,        3961 
Where  as  men  han  been  in  greet  welthe 

and  ese, 
To  heeren  of  hire  sodeyn  fal,  alias  ! 
And  the  contrarie  is  joye  and  greet  solas, 
As  whan  a  man  hath  ben  in  poure  estaat, 
And  clymbeth  up,  and  wexeth  fortunat. 
And  there  abideth  in  prosperitee ; 

3944.  umtu-htmts^  W  soHMfsiremes. 

39«^  lyitk  umwarttrook.  The  phrase  is  from 


Swich  thyng  is  gladsom,  as  il  thynkcth 

me, 
And  of  swich  thyng  were  gooclly  for  to 

telle.* 

*  Ye,*   quod   ourc   Hoost,    *  by   Seintc 

Poules  belle  !  3970 

Ye   seye    right   sooth ;    this    Monk    he 

clappeth  lowde ; 
He  sj>ak  how  "  Fortune  covered  with  a 

clowde  " 
I  noot  never  what,  and  als  of  a  *'trag(!;dic" 
Right   now  ye   herde,    and,  paniec^  no 

rcmedic 
It  is  for  to  biwaille,  ne  compleyne 
That  that  is  doon  ;  and  als,  it  is  a  peyne, 
As  ye  han  seyd,  to  heere  of  hevynesse. 
Sire  Monk,  namoore  of  this,  so  God  yow 

blessc  ! 
Youre  tale  anoyeth  all  this  c()mi")aignye  ; 
Swich  talkyng  is  nat  worth  a  bolcrflye, 
For  therinne  is  thcr  no  desport  ne  game. 
Wherfore,  sire  Monk,  or  daun  Piers  by 

youre  name, 
I  pray  yow  hertcly,  telle  us  somwhat  elles, 
P'or  sikerly  ncre  clynkyng  of  youre  belles, 
That   on  youre  bridel  hange    on  every 

syde. 
By  hevenc  kyng,  that  for  us  allc  dyde  ! 
I  sholde  cr  this  han  fallen  doun  for  sleepe, 
Althogh  the  slough  had  never  been  so 

decpe ; 
Thanne  hadde  youre  talc  al  be  toold  in 

veyn,  3989 

P'or  certeinly,  as  that  thise  clerkes  seyn, 
Where  as  a  man  may  have  noon  audience, 
Nc^ht  helpeth  it  to  tcllen  his  sentence  ; 
And  wel   I    woot   the   substance   is   in 

me, 
If  any  thyng  shal  wcl  reported  be. 
Sir,  sey  somwhat  of  huntyng,  I  yow  preye.' 

*  Nay  !  *  quod  this  Monk,  *  I  have  no 

lust  to  pleye ; 
Now  lat  another  telle,  as  I  have  toold.' 
Thanne   SjxUc    oure  Hoost  with    rude 

speche  and  boold, 
And  seyde  unto  the  Nonnes  Freest  anon, 
*  Com   neer,    thou    preest,    com    hyder, 

thou  sir  John.  4000 


3972.  c<n>ered^  H  t/ym  clipf^d. 
3984.  clynkyngy  \\  f^ingling. 
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us  liwich  thyng  as  nuy  oun;  heiles 

e  btilhe,  Ihough  thou  ryde  upon  a  j«de. 
hat  thc^b    Ihyn  llora   Uc    bolhc  foulc 

wol  serve  thee,  rekkc  nal  n  bene ; 
oke  ihftl  ihyn  hette  be  murie  evermo.' 
'Vis,  sir,'  quod  he,   'yis,  Himst,  so 

moo.  1  so, 
It  t  be  myrie,  y-wis  1  Wol  be  blamed.' 
)d  Tight  anon  hU  inle  he  halh  allunctl, 
bd  thu«  he  seydc  unto  us  everichon, 
iSi  EweMc  precsl,  ihb  goodly  man,  sir 
John.  40- 

NUN'S  PRIEST'S  TALE 

Vrt  bigynnrlh  TAe  MiHiui  Preislts 
TaJte/  Iht  Cai  and  Hen, — Ckaiiii- 
Ittlttr  tmd  Fci-tihie 

A  pouie  wydwe,  somdel  (tape  in  iige, 
^^  whilom  dwellyng  in  11  njirvic  eolitgo 
ddc  a  grcre,  uondynge  in  a  datu. 
Is  wydwe,  of  which   I  telle  yow  my 

tale, 
D  thiike  day  that  she  was  last  n  wyf, 
poctence  laddc  a  ful  symple  lyf, 
r  lilel  was  hit  catel  and  hir  ri^le. 
liousbondrieofswichasCod  hire  senie 
f  foond  hiiself,  and  eek  hire  doghtien 


talle. 

nl  iMnly  «M  hir  b»ui.  ond  cck  hire  hal  le, 

I  which  she  ecl  ful  nunyasklendremecli 

3f  poynaunt  sauec  hir  neded  never  b  dccl. 

I   deynlee   morsi'l    passed   ihnigh  hii 

throlc, 
[f  dicle  wM  nccotdant  lo  hit  cole  ; 
epieccioun  nc  troAc  hire  never  sik, 
tUrmptee  dicte  was  tl  hir  phisik. 
ind  eiierciic,  and  heites  suflisiunce. 
Cbe  gonte   lette   hire   no-lhyng   for   tn 
dannce,  i^yo 

poplexli  *henij  nat  hir  heed  ; 


B,  l>tm  Cat  ft  th; 

»  girai  at  mb  i^ 


l<  of  M.ri 


No  wyn  ne  drank  she,  neither  whk  a 

Hir  bord  was   served   mooit  * 

nn.t  blak,— 
Milk  and  broun  breed, —  in  wMl 

Seyndbticounand  sonitymenn  eyoi  twrj^ 
Fur  she  was,  as  it  were,  a  mancf  deye. 

A  yeerd  she  hadde,  cnclosetl  aJ  about' 
With  sCikkci,  oiid  a  dryc  dych  wilhouie. 
Iq  which  she  hadde  n  cok,  heet  Qiaun 
t^leer.  4a} 

In  al  the  land  of  crowyng  nas  hia  pteti 
His  voyswHsmuiicr  Ihao  themuricnc^ 
On  nicsse  daycs  thai  in  the  chirdw  goD 
Wei  lilccrer  wns  his  crowyng  in  hb  loggi 
Than  is  a  clokke,  ut  an  abbey  oriog^ 
Dy  nature  knew  he  oche  asccncioun 
Of  llie  equymluil  in  Ihilke  loun  ; 
Fur  whan  ilegrcei  Bitene  wetcn  aHcenileil 
Thanne  crew  he  that  it  myghle  lut  bea 

amended. 
I^is  cuomb  was  redder  Ihun  the  (yn  con) 
Anil  bulaillifd  U  it  were  *  au,'i:\  v>nl :  ^^ 
HIsbyic  was  blak,  and  as  ilii-  \k\  11  <hi»n 
l.yk  asurc  were  his  leggcs  ami  hit  unm  ; 
His  nayUs  whiter  than  the  lylyc  Roui, 
And  lyk  the  burnW  gold  Wl    "  ' 

Thi*  genlil   cok  baddc  L 


And  wonder  lyk  lo  liym,  as  of  coloun  1 
Of  whiche  the  faireste  hewed  on  hii  thrv>(i 
WudcpedbirednmoysetePcriciutc   .' 

Curtcys  she  was,  discreet  and  dcbmi 
And  eompaignable,  and  hai   hyrv-!; 

8yn  Ihiike  iky  that  shv  vans  senu  r,\ 

.lold, 
That  iWwily  she  halh  the  hert»  in  h 
fjf  Chauoteeleer,  loken  in  every  liil.  . 
He  lovtA  hire  so  lliat  wcl  was  hyin  il.r' 

with  1 
But   swichc  a  joye  wm  (t  tci  h 

Whan  that  the  brigbie  aaaac  I 
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In  sweete  accord,  <My  lief  is  faitn  in 

londe ' ;  4069 

For  thilke  tyme,  as  I  have  understonde, 
Beestes  and   briddes  koudc  speke  and 

synge. 
And  so  bifel,  that  in  the  dawen)mge, 
As  Chauntecleer  among  his  wyves  alle 
Sat  on  his  perche,  that  was  in  the  halle, 
And  next  hym  sat  this  faire  Pertelote, 
This  Chauntecleer  gan  groncn  in  his  throte, 
.\s  man  that  in  his  dreem   is  drecchcd 

soore. 
And  whan  that  Pertelotc  thus  herde  hym 

roore, 

She  was  agast,  and  seyde,  'O  herte  deere ! 

Wliat  eyleth  yow,  to  grone  in  this  manere? 

Vc  been  a  verray  sleper  ;  fy,  for  shame  ! ' 

And    he   answerde   and   seyde   thus : 

*  Madame, 
I  pray  yow  that  ye  take  it  nat  agrief ; 
By  God,  me  mette  I  was  in  swich  meschief 
Rjght  now,  that  yet  myn  herte  is  soore 

afright 
Now  God,' quod  he,  'myswevene  recche 

aright. 
And  kepe  my  body  out  of  foul  prisoun  ! 
Me  mette  how  that  I  romed  up  and  doun 
Withinne  our  yecrd,  whecr  as  I  saugh  a 

beest 
Was  lyk  an  hound,  and  woldc  han  maad 

areest  4090 

Upon  my  body,  and  han  had  me  deetl. 
His  colour  was  bitwixe  yclow  and  reed, 
And  tipped  was  his  tayl,  and  bothc  his 

eeris, 
With    blak,  unlyk  the  remenant  of  his 

heeris ; 
His  snowte  smal,  with  glowynge   cycn 

tweye. 
Vet  of  his  look  for  feere  almoost  I  deye  ; 
This  caused  me  my  gronyng  doutelees.' 
*  Avoy  ! '  quod  she,  *  fy  on  yow,  herte- 

leesl 
Alias ! '  quod  she,  'for  by  that  God  above ! 
Now  han  ye  lost  myn  herte  and  al  my  love. 
I  kan  nat  love  a  coward,  by  my  feith  ! 
For  ceites,  what  so  any  womman  seith, 
We  alle  desiren,  if  it  myghte  bee, 

4089.  «  Am/.    The  description  is  exactly  that 
ofa'col-fbx'  0*  •4405X 


To  han  housbondes  hardy,  wise,  and  free. 
And  secree,  and  no  nygard,  ne  no  fool, 
Ne  hym  that  is  agast  of  every  tool, 
Ne  noon  avauntour,  by  that  God  above  ! 
How  dorste   ye  seyn,  for   shame,   unto 

you  re  love 
That  any  thyng  myghte  make  yow  aferd  ? 
Have  ye  no  mannes  herte,  and  han  a  bcrd  ? 

*  Alias  !  and  konne  ye  been  agast  of 

swevenys  ?  41  n 

No   thyng,    God   woot,  but   vanitce   in 

swcvene  is. 
Swevenes  engendren  of  replecciouns. 
And  ofte  of  fiime,  and  of  complecciouns, 
Whan  humours  been  to  habundant  in  a 

wight. 

*  Certes    this   dreem,    which    ye   han 

met  to-nyght, 
Cometh  of  the  greet  superfluytec 
Of  yourc  rede  colera,  Pardee, 
Which  causeth  folk  to  drcden  inhir  dremes 
Of  arwes,  and  of  lyre  with  rede  Icmes,  4120 
Of  rede  beestes,  that  they  wol  hem  byte, 
Of  contekes andof  whelpes, greteand  lyte ; 
Right  as  the  humour  of  malencolic 
Causeth  ful  many  a  man  in  sleepe  to  crie, 
For  feere  of  blake  beres,  or  lx>lcs  hlakc, 
Or  ellcs  blake  develes  wole  hem  take. 
Of  othere  humours  koude  I  telle  also 
That  werken  many  a  man  in  sleeix.*  ful  wo ; 
But  I  wol  passe  as  lightly  as  I  kan. 
Ix),  Catoun,  which  that  was  so  wys  a  man, 
Seyde  he  nat  thus,  **  Ne  do  no  fors  of 

dremes  "  ? 
*Now,  sire,'  quod  she,  *  whan  we  flee 

fro  the  hemes, 
For  Goddes  love,  as  taak  som  laxatyf. 
Up  peril  of  my  soule,  and  of  my  lyf, 
I  conseillc  yow  the  l^estc,  I  wol  nat  lye. 
That  bothe  of  colere  and  of  makncolyc 
Ve  purge  yow,  and,  for  ye  shal  nat  taric. 
Though  in  this  toun  is  noon  aix)lhccarie, 
I  shal  myself  to  herbes  techcn  yow 
That  shul  been  for  youre  hclc,  and  for 

youre  prow ;  4140 

And  in  oure  yeerd  tho  herbes  shal  I  fyndc. 
The  whiche  han  of  hire  propretce  by  kyndc 


4120.  /4f;//«,  gleams ;  "H  beerncs. 

4121.  trtU,  Y^  gn'U.  ^ 

4130.  CntauH,  Dist.  H.  32  :  '.soninia  nc  cures.' 
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To  purge  yow,  bynethe  and  eek  above. 
Forget  nat  this,  for  Goddes  owene  love  I 
Ye  been  ful  coleryk  of  compleccioun. 
Ware  the  sonne  in  his  ascencioun 
Ne  fynde  yow  nat  repleet  of  humours 

hoote ; 
And  if  it  do,  I  dar  wel  Icye  a  grote 
That  ye  shul  have  a  fevere  terciane, 
Or  an  agu,  that  may  be  youre  bane.    4150 
A  day  or  two  ye  shul  have  digestyves 
Of  wormes,  cr  ye  take  youre  laxatyvcs 
Of  lawriol,  centaure  and  fumetere, 
Or  ellcs  of  cllebor  that  growcth  there, 
Of  katapucc  or  of  gaitrys  beryis, 
Of  hcrbe  yve,  growyng  in  oure  yeerd, 

ther  mery  is ; 
Pekke  hem  up  right  as  they  growe  and 

ete  hem  yn ; 
Be  myrie,  housbondc,  for  youre  fader  kyn  ! 
Dredeth    no    drecm  ;    I    kan    scy    yow 

nam(^)re.* 
*  Madame,'  (puHl  he,  ^  flaunt  mercy  of 

youre  liM)re,  4160 

But  natlu''k*<'*i,  us  touchyng  daun  Catoun, 
That  hath  nf  wysd^m  swich  a  greet  renoun, 
Tlunigh   thai  he  l>ad  no  dremes  for  to 

<lrc(lr, 
By  (Jo<l,  men  may  in  olde  bookes  rede 
Of  many  a  man,  moore  of  auctorite 
Than  ever  Caton  was,  so  moot  I  thee ! 
That  al  the  revers  seyn  of  his  sentence, 
And  han  wel  founden  by  experience 
That  drcmcs  been  significaciouns 
^\s  wel  of  joye  as  tribulaciouns,  4170 

That  folk  endurcn  in  this  lif  present. 
Ther  nedcth  make  of  this  noon  argument. 
The  verray  prccve  sheweth  it  in  dede. 
*Oon    of  the   gretteste  auctours  that 

men  rede 
Seith  thus,  that  whilom  two  felawcs  wente 
On  pilgrimage,  in  a  ful  go<xl  entente. 
And  happc<l  so  they  coomen  in  a  toun, 
Whcr  as  ther  was  swich  congregacioun 
Of  pcple,  and  eek  so  streit  of  herbergage, 
That  they  ne  founde  as  muche  as  o  cotage 
In  which  they  bothe  myghte  logged  bee  ; 
\Vherf<;»re  they  mosten  of  necessitee, 

4174.  auctours.  Cicero,  De  Divin.  i.  97,  relates 
both  thih  and  the  next  story. 

4 1 81.  H  reads  :  In  whick  that  ihay  might  both 
iioggtii  hi. 


As  for  that  nyght,  deporten  compaignye  ; 
And  ech  of  hem  gooUi  to  his  hostelrye. 
And  took  his  loggyng  as  it  wolde  £edle. 
That  oon  of  hem  was  logged  io  a  stallc, 
Fer  in  a  yeerd,  with  oxen  of  the  plough  ; 
That  oother  man  was  logged  wel  ynough. 
As  was  his  ^venture,  or  his  fortune,    4x89 
That  us  govemeth  aJle  as  in  commune. 

'  And  so  bifel  that  longe  er  it  were  day, 
This  man  mette  in  his  bed,  ther  as  he  lay, 
How  that  his  felawe  gan  upon  hym  calle, 
And  seyde,  '<  Alias  !  for  in  an  oxes  stalle 
This  nyght  I  shal  be  mordred  ther  I  lye ; 
Now  helpe  me,  deere  brother,  or  I  dye ; 
In  alle  haste  com  to  me  ! "  he  sejrde. 
'  This  man  out  of  his  sleepe  for  feere 

abrayde ; 
But  whan  that  he  was  wakened  of  his 

sleepe,  4199 

He  turned  hym  and  took  of  this  no  keepe  ; 
Hym  thoughte  his  dreem  nas  but  a  vanitee. 
Thus  twies  in  his  slepyng  dremed  hee. 
And  atte  thridde  tyme  yet  his  felawe 
Cam,  as  hym  thoughte,  and  seide,  '<  I  am 

now  slawe  ! 
Bihoold  my  bloody  woundes,  depc  and 

wyde ; 
Arys  up  crly  in  the  morwe  tyde. 
And  at  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,"  quod  he, 
**  A  carte  fill  of  dongc  ther  shaltow  se. 
In  which  my  body  is  hid  fill  prively ; 
Do  thilkc  carte  arresten  boldely ;        4110 
My  gold  caused  my  mordre,  sooth  tosajrn." 
And  tolde  hym  every  point  how  he  was 

slayn, 
With  a  fill  pitous  &oe,  pale  of  hewe ; 
And  truste  wel,  his  dreem  he  foond  fill 

trewc ; 
For  on  the  morwc,  as  soone  as  it  was  day. 
To  his  felawes  in  he  took  the  way. 
And  whan  that  he  cam  to  this  Oixes  stalle. 
After  his  felawe  he  bigan  to  calle. 

'  The  hostiler  answerde  hym  anon  4319 

And  seyde,  *'  Sire,  your  felawe  is  agoo ; 

As  soone  as  day  he  wente  out  of  the  toun.** 

*  This  man  gan  fallen  in  suspeciomi, — 

Remembrynge  on  his  dremes,   that  he 

mette, — 
And  forth  he  gooth,  no  lenger  wolde  he 

lette. 
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Unto  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,  and  fond 
A  dong  carte,  as  it  were  to  donge  lond, 
That  was  arrayed  in  that  same  wise 
As  ye  han  henl  the  dedc  man  devyse ; 
And  with  an  hardy  herte  he  gan  to  cryc 
Vengeance  and  justice  of  this  fclonye.  4230 
"  My  felawe  mordred  is  this  same  nyght, 
And  in  this  carte  he  lith  gapyng  upright. 
I  cr)-e  out  on  the  ministres,"  quod  he, 
'*  That  sholdcn  kepe  and  reulcn  this  citec  ; 
Harrow  !   alias  !   heere   lith   my   felawe 

slayn  ! " 
\Miat  sholde  I  moore  unto  this  talc  sayn  ? 
The  peple  out  sterte  and  caste  the  cart  to 

grounde, 
.\nd  in   the  myddel   of  the  dong  they 

founde 
The  dedc  man,  that  mordred  was  al  newe. 
*0  blisfiil  God,  that  art  so  just  and 

trewe !  4?4o 

Lo,  how  that  thoubiwreyestmordre  alway ! 
Monlre  wol  out,  that  se  we  day  by  day ; 
Mordre  is  so  wlatsom,  and  abhomynable 
To  God,  that  is  so  just  and  resonable, 
That  he  ne  wol  nat  suffre  it  heled  be. 
Though  it  abyde  a  yeer,  or  two,  or  thre ; 
Mordre  wol  out,  this  my  conclusioun. 
And  right  anon,  ministres  of  that  toun 
Han  hent  the  carter,  and  so  soore  hyni 

pyned,  4249 

And  eek  the  hostiler  so  soore  eng>'ned, 
That  they  biknewe  hire  wikkedncsse  anon. 
And  were  an-hanged  by  the  nekkc  bon. 
*  Heere   may  men   seen   that  dremcs 

been  to  dredc ; 
iVnd  certcs,  in  the  same  book  I  rede, 

i    Right  in  the  nexte  chapitre  after  this, — 
I  gabl>c  nat,  so  have  I  joye  or  blis, — 
Two   men   that  wolde  han  passed  over 

sec, 
For  certeyn  cause,  into  a  fer  contrce. 
If  that  the  wynd  ne  haddc  been  contraric, 
That  made  hem  in  a  citee  for  to  tarie   4260 
That  stood  ful  myrie  upon  an  haven  syde  ; 
But  on  a  day,  agayn  the  even-tydc. 
The  wynd  gan  chaunge,  and  blew  right 

as  hem  leste. 
Jolif  and  glad  they  wcnte  unto  hir  rcste, 
I    And  casten  hem  ful  erly  for  to  saille. 
424a.  tkmi  u  W€,  etc.,  H  urUt  it  it  no  nay. 


*  But  to  that  o  man  fil  a  greet  nier- 

vaillc  ; 
That  oon  of  hem  in  slepyng  as  he  lay, 
Hym  mette  a  wonder  dreem,  agayn  the 

day : 
Him  thoughtc  a  man  stood  by  his  beddcs 

sj'dc  4269 

And  hym  comanded  that  he  sholde  abyde, 
And  scydc  hym  thus  :   "  If  thou  tomorwc 

wende, 
Thou  shalt  Ix?  dreynt,  my  talc  is  at  an 

cndc.'» 
*  He  wook,  and  tolde  his  felawe  what 

he  mette. 
And  preydc  hym  his  viagc  for  lo  letle  ; 
As  for  that  day,  he  prejde  hym  to  l)y(lc. 
His  felawe,  that  lay  by  his  heckles  syde, 
(ian  for  to  laughe,  and  scorned  him  ful 

fastc  ; 
'*No  drecm,"  quod  he,   "may  so   niyn 

herte  agaste. 
That  I  wol  lette  for  to  do  my  thynges  ; 
I  sette  not  a  straw  by  thy  dremynges,  4280 
For    swevencs   been    but    vanytces    and 

japes  ; 
Men  dreme  al  day  of  owlts  or  of  apes, 
And  eke  of  many  a  maze  therw  iihal  ; 
Men  dreme  of  thyng  that  never  was  ne 

shal  ; 
But  sith  I  see  that  thou  wolt  heere  abyde, 
And  thus  forslewthcn  wilfully  thy  lyde, 
God  wool  it  rcwclh  mc,  and  have  good 

day  ! " 
And  thus  he  took  his  leve,  and  wente  his 

way ; 
But    er   that    he   hadde   half   his   cours 

y-seyled, 
Noot   I  nat  why,  ne  what  myschaunce  it 

eyled,  4290 

But  casuelly  the  shippes  holme  renle, 
And    shiiHJ   and    man   under    the   water 

wente 
In  sightc  of  olhere  shipjxrs  it  l)i>yde, 
That  with  hem  sejded  at  the  same  tyde  ! 
And  iherfore,  faire  Pertelole  so  deere, 
By  swiche  ensamplcs  olde  yet  maistow 

Icere, 
That  no  man  sholde  l)ecn  to  recchelecs 
Of  drcmes,  for  I  seye  thee  doutelees, 
4283.  ^Xv,  oni.  L*^. 
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That  many  a  dreem  ful  soore  is  for  to 
drede.  4399 

*  Lo,  in  the  lyf  of  Seint  Kenelm  I  rede, 
That  was  Kenulphus  sone,  the  noble  kyng 
Of  Merccnrike,   how   Kenelm    mette  a 

thyng. 
A  lite  er  he  was  mordred,  on  a  day 
His  mordre  in  his  avysioun  he  say. 
His  norice  hym  expowned  every  deel 
His  swevcne,  and  bad  hym  for  to  kepe 

hym  weel 
For  traisoun  ;  but  he  nas  but  seven  yccr 

odd, 
And  therfore  Htel  tale  hath  he  toold 
Of  any  dreem,  so  hooly  was  his  herte. 
By  God,  I  hadde  levere  than  my  sherte 
That  ye  hadde  rad  his  Icgende  as  have  I. 
Dame  Pertelote,  I  sey  yow  trewely, 
Macrobeus,  that  writ  the  avisioun 
In  Affrike  of  the  worthy  Cipioun, 
Affermelh  dremcs,  and  seith    that  they 

been 
Warnynge  of  thynges  that  men  after  seen ; 
And  forther-moore,  I  prayyowlookcth  wcl 
In  the  Oldc  Testament  of  Daniel, 
If  ho  hceld  dremes  any  vanitcc. 

*  Reed  cek  of  Joseph,  and  ther  shul 

ye  see  4320 

\Vher   dremcs  be  somtyme, — I  sey  nat 

alle,— 
Warnynge  of  thynges  that  shul  after  fallc. 
Lookc  of  Egipte  the  kyng,  daun  Pharao, 
His  baker  and  his  butiller  also, 
\Vher  they  ne  felte  noon  effect  in  dremes. 
Whoso  wol  scken  actes  of  sondry  remes 
May  rede  of  dremes  many  a  wonder  thyng. 

*  Lo,  Cresus,  which  that  was  of-  Lydc 

kyng, 
Mette  he  nut  that  he  sat  upon  a  tree. 
Which  signified  he  sholde  anhanged  bee  ? 

*  Lo  heere  Andromacha,  Ectores  wyf. 
That  day  that  Ector  sholde  lese  his  lyf. 
She  dremcd  on  the  same  nyght  bifom, 
How  that  the  lyf  of  Ector  sholde  be  lome, 
If  thilkc  day  he  wente  into  bataille  ; 
She   warntxl    hym,    but   it   myghte   nat 

availle  ; 
He  wcntc  forth  to  fighte  natheles, 

4  w.  Kenelmy  murdered  by  his  tutor  at  the 
desire  of  a  wicked  sister. 


And  he  was  slayn  anon  of  Achilles  ; 
But  thilke  talc  is  al  to  longe  to  telle, 
And  eek  it  is  ny  day,  I  may  nat  dwelle  ; 
Shortly  I  seye,  as  for  conclusioun,      4341 
That  I  shal  han  of  this  avisioun 
Adversitee  ;  and  I  seye  forthermoor, 
That  I  ne  telle  of  laxatyves  no  stoor, 
For  they  been  venymes,  I  woot  it  weel ; 
I  hem  diffye,  I  love  hem  never  a  deel ! 
*Now   let  us  speke  of  myrthe,  and 

stynte  al  this ; 
Madame  I^ertelote,  so  have  I  Wis, 
Of  o  thyng  God  hath  sent  me  large  grace ; 
For  whan  I  se  the  beautee  of  youre  fisice. 
Ye  been   so  scarlet  reed  aboute  youre 

eyen,  4351 

It  maketli  al  my  drede  for  to  dyen, 
For,  al-so  siker  as  In  principio^ 
Mulier  est  hominis  cofifusio^ — 
Madame,  the  sentence  of  this  Latyn  is, 
**Womman  is  mannes  joye,  and  al  his 

blis  " ; 
For  whan  I  feele  a-nyght  your  softe  syde, 
Al  be  it  that  I  may  nat  on  yow  ryde. 
For  that  oure  perche  is  maad  so  narwe, 

alias  ! 
I  am  so  ful  of  joye  and  of  solas,  4360 

That  I  diffye  bothe  swevene  and  dreem  * : 
And  with  that  word  he  fly  doun  fro  the 

beem. 
For  it  was  day,  and  eke  his  hennes  alle  ; 
And  with  a  chuk  he  gan  hem  for  to  calle. 
For  he  hadde  founde  a  com,  lay  in  the 

yerd. 
Real  he  was,  he  was  namoore  aferd, 
1  le  fethere<l  Pertelote  twenty  tyme, 
And  trad  as  ofte,  er  that  it  was  pryme. 
I  le  looketh  as  it  were  a  grym  leoun, 
And  on  his  toos  he  rometh  up  and  doun  ; 
H>nn  deigned  nat   to  sette  his  foot  to 

grounde.  4371 

He   chukketh   whan    he    hath    a   com 

y-founde, 
And  to  hym   rennen  thanne  his  wyves 

alle. 
Thus  roial,  as  a  prince  is  in  an  halle, 
Leve  I  this  Chauntecleer  in  his  pasture. 
And  after  wol  I  telle  his  ^venture. 


4353.  The  real  meaning  of  the  Latin  is :  Tn  the 
l)eginning,  woman  is  man's  destruction. 
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Whan  that  the  monthe  in  which  the 

world  bigan, 
That    highte    March,    whan    God    first 

maked  man, 
Was  complect,  and  [y-]  passed  were  also, 
Syn  March  bigan,  thritty  dayes  and  two, 
Bifel  that  Chauntecleer  in  al  his  prydc. 
His  sevene  wyves  walkynge  by  his  syde. 
Caste  up  his  eyen  to  the  brighte  sonne 
That  in  the  signe  of  Taurus  hadde  y-ronne 
Twenty  degrees  and  oon,  and  som-what 

moore, 
And  knew  by  kyndc,  and  by  noon  oothcr 

loore. 
That  it  was  pryme,  and  crew  with  blisful 

stcvenc. 
*  The  Sonne,'  he  seydc,  *  is  clomben  up 

on  hevene 
Fourty  d^jrces  and  oon,  and  moore  y-wis. 
Madame  Pertelote,  my  worldes  blis,  4390 
Herkneth  thise  blisful  briddes  how  they 

synge, 
And   se   the   fresshe    floures   how   they 

sprynge ; 
Ful  b  myn  hcrte  of  revel  and  solas  ! ' 
But  sodeynly  hym  fil  a  sorweful  cas  ; 
For  ever  the  latter  ende  of  joy  is  wo. 
God   woot    that  worldly  joye   is   soonc 

ago, 
And  if  a  rcthor  koude  faire  endite, 
He  in  a  cronycle  saufly  myghtc  it  write, 
As  for  a  sovereyn  notabilitee.  4399 

Now  every  wys  man,  lat  him  herkne  me  ; 
This  storie  is  al  so  trewe,  I  undertake. 
As  is  the  book  of  Launcelot  de  Lake, 
That  wommen  holdein  fill  greet  reverence. 
Now  wol  I  tome  agayn  to  my  sentence. 

A  colfox,  ful  of  sly  iniquitce. 
That  in  the  grove  hadde  wonned  yercs 

three. 
By  heigh  ymaginacioun  forn-cast, 
Ilie  same  nyght  thurgh-out  the  hegges 

brast 
Into  the  yerd,  ther  Chauntecleer  the  faire 
Was  wont,  and  eek  his  wyves,  to  rcpaire ; 
And  in  a  bed  of  wortes  stille  he  lay,    4411 

43S9.  Fcuriy.  H  Twenty;  but  perhaps  Chaucer 
iibuighing  at  the  cock. 

4399.  E  and  Heng.  asugn  the  saying  to  Petrus 
Coneator. 


Til  it  was  passed  undren  of  the  day, 
Waitynge  his  tjrme  on  Chauntecleer  to 

falle ; 
As  gladly  dc)on  thise  homycides  allc 
That  in  await  liggen  to  mordre  men. 

O  false  mordrour  lurkynge  in  ihy  den  ! 
O  newe  Scariot,  newe  Genyloun  ! 
False  dissymulour,  O  Greek  Synoun, 
That  broghtest  Troye  al  outrely  to  sorwc  ! 

0  Chauntecleer,  acursed  be  that  morwe, 
That  thou  into  that  yerd  flaugh  fro  the 

hemes !  4421 

Thou  were  ful  wel  y-wamed  by  thy  dremes 
That  thilke  day  was  perilous  to  thee  ; 
But  what  that  God  forwoot  moot  nedes 

bee. 
After  the  opinioun  of  certain  clerkis. 
Witnesse  on  hym  that  any  jxirlit  clerk  is, 
That  in  scole  is  greet  altercacioun 
In  this  mateere,  and  greet  disputisoun, 
And  hath  been  of  an  hundred  thousand 

men ; 
But  I  ne  kan  nat  bulte  it  to  the  brcn,  4430 
As  kan  the  hooly  doctour  Augustyn, 
Or  Boece,  or  the  bisshoj^e  Kradwardyn, 
Whcither  that  Goddcs  worthy  for  wily  ng 
Streyneth  me  nedcly  to  doon  a  thyng,— 
Nedely  clcpc  I  symple  necessitee, — 
Or  elles  if  free  choys  be  grauntcd  me 
To  do  that  same  thyng,  or  do  it  noglu, 
Though  God   forwoot  it  er  that  ii  was 

wrt^ht ; 
Or  if  his  wityng  streyneth  never  a  deel, 
But  by  necessitee  condicioneel.  4440 

1  wil  nat  han  to  do  of  swich  mateere, 
My  tale  is  of  a  cok,  as  ye  may  hecre. 
That  took  hLs  conseil  of  his  wyf  with  sorwe, 
To  walken  in  the  yerd  uix)n  that  morwe 
That  he  hadde  met  that  drecni   that   I 

yow  tolde. 
Wommennes  conseils  been  ful  ofte  coldc  ; 
Wommannes  conseil  broghte  us  first  to  wo 
And  made  Adam  fro  Paradys  to  go, 
Ther  as  he  was  ful  myrio  and  wel   at 

ese  ;  4449 

But  for  I  noot  to  whom  it  myght  displese, 

4417.  Genyloun^  the  betrayer  of  Roland. 
4432.  Bocce^  Boethius. 

4432.  Bradvardyn^  author  of  the  *  De  Causa 
Dei  contra  Pclagium,*  d.  1349. 
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If  I  conseil  of  wommen  wolde  blame, 
Pa.ssc  over,  for  I  seyde  it  in  my  game. 
Rede  auctoiirs  where  ihey  trete  of  swich 

mateerc, 
And  what  they  scyn  of  wommen  ye  may 

hcerc ; 
Thise  been  the  cokkes  wordes,  and  nat 

mync, 
I  kan  noon  harm  of  no  womman  div)-ne  ! 
Faire  in  the  soond,  to  bathe  hire  myrily, 
Lith  Pertclote,  and  alle  hire  sustrcs  by, 
Agayn  the  sonne,  and  Chaunteclecr  so  free 
Soong  niurier  than  the  mermayde  in  the 

see  ;  4460 

For  Phisioio<riis  seith  sikerly, 
How  that  they  syngen  wel  and  myrily. 
And  so  bifel  that  as  he  cast  his  eye 
Among  the  wortes,  on  a  boterflye, 
He  was  war  of  this  fox  that  lay  ful  lowe. 
No-thyng   nc  listc  h)-m   thanne    for    to 

cn>we, 
But  cride  anon,  *  Cok,  cok  ! '  and  up  he 

sterte, 
As  man  that  was  affrayed  in  his  herte,  — 
For  naiureelly  a  lx:est  desircth  flee 
Fro  Ills  contrarie,  if  he  may  it  see,      4470 
Though  he  never  erst  hadde  seyn  it  with 

his  eye. 
This  Chaunteclecr,  whan  he  gan  hym 

espye, 
He  wolde  han  fled,  but  that  the  fox  anon 
Seyde,  *  Gcntil  sire,  alias  !  whcr  wol  ye 

gon? 
Be    ye   aflVaycd   of  me   that   am  yourc 

freend  ? 
Now,  cerles,  I  were  worse  than  a  fecnd, 
If  I  to  yow  wolde  harm  or  vilc)Tiye. 
I  am  nat  come  your  conseil  for  tespye, 
But  trcwcly  the  cause  of  my  comynge 
Was  oonly  for  to  herkne  h<nv  that  ye 

synge ;  4480 

For  trewtly,  ye  have  as  myric  a  stevene 
As  any  aungel  hath  that  is  in  hevenc. 
Therwiih  ye  han  in  musyk  moore  feelyngc 
Than  hadde  lk)ece,  or  any  that  kan  synge. 
My  lord   yourc   fader,  —  (iod    his   soulc 

blesse  1 

4461.  PkhiohgiiSt  i.e.  the  Physiologus  de 
natittis  xii.  anhnaiiutn^  written  by  a  certain 
llieolialdiis. 

4 ^84.  Boicc.  IfOethius  wrote  a  treatise  on  music. 


And  eek  yourc  mooder,  of  hire  gentillesse, 
Han  in  myn  hous  y-bcen  to  my  greet 

ese. 
And  certes,  sire,  ful  fayn  wolde  I  yow 

plcse. 
But  for  men   speke  of  syngyng,   I  wol 

seye, — 
So   moote    I    brouke   wel    mync   eyen 

tweye, —  4490 

Save  yow,  I  herde  never  man  so  S3mge 
As  dide  youre  fader  in  the  morwenynge. 
Certes,  it  was  of  herte,  al  that  he  song  ; 
And  for  to  make  hisvoys  the  moore  strong, 
He  wolde  so  peyne  hym  that  with  bothe 

his  eyen 
He  mostewynkc,  so  loude  he  wolde  cryen  ; 
And  stonden  on  his  tiptoon  therwithal. 
And  strecchc  forth  his  nekke,  long  and 

smal ; 
And  eek  he  was  of  swich  discrecioun 
That  ther  nas  no  man  in  no  regioun   45c» 
That  hym  in  song  or  wisedom  myghtc 

passe. 
I  have  wel  rad,  in  '*  Daun  Bumel  the 

Assc," 
Among  his  vers,  how  that  ther  was  a  cok, 
For  that  a  prcestes  sone  ]^  hym  a  knok 
Upon  his  leg,  whil  he  was  yong  and  njrce, 
1  le  made  hym  for  to  lese  his  benefice ; 
But  certeyn,  ther  nys  no  comparisoun 
Bitwixe  the  wisedom  and  discrectoiin 
Of  youre  fader  and  of  his  subtiltee. 
Now  syngcth,  sire,  for  scinte  charitee ;  4510 
Lat  sc,  konne  ye  youre  fuder  countrefiete.' 
This  Chaunteclecr  his  wyngcs  gan  to 

bete. 
As  man  that  koude  bis  traysoun  nat  espie. 
So  was  he  ravysshed  ydxh.  his  flaterie. 
Alias,  ye  lordcs,  many  a  fids  flatour 
Is  in  youre  courtcs,  and  many  a  losengeour, 
That  plcsen  yow  wel  moore,  by  my  fcith, 
Than   he  that  soothfastnesse  unto  yow 

seith, — 
Rcdeth  Ecclesiaste  of  flaterye, — 
Beth  war,  ye  lordes,  of  hir  trechciye.  45*0 
This  Chauntecleer  stood  bye  upon  his 

toos 

4502.  DauH  Bunul  the  Atu,  in  the  S/€ai^um 
Stutiorum  of  Nigel  Wireker. 
451 5>  ye  lordes^  H  lordyn^u 
45x6.  coMrte$t  H  honu 
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cchynge  his  nekke,  and  heeld  his  eyen 

cloos, 
gan  to  crowe  loude  for  the  nones, 
daun  Russell,  the  fox,  stirte  up  atones, 
by  the  gargat  hente  Chauntecleer, 
on  his  bak  toward  the  wode  hym 

beer; 
yet  ne  was  ther  no  man  that  h3rm 

sewed. 

>  destinee,    that    maj^t    nat    been 

eschewed  ! 
;,   that  Chauntecleer   fleigh   fro   the 

hemes !  4539 

s,  his  wyf  ne  roghte  nat  of  dremes  ! 
on  a  Friday  fil  al  this  meschaunce. 

>  Venus,  that  art  goddesse  of  plesaunce, 
that  Uiy  servant  was  this  Qiaunte- 

cleer, 
.  in  thy  servyce  dide  al  his  poweer, 
>re  for  delit  than  world  to  multiplye, 
^  woltestow  suffre  hym  on  thy  day  to 

dye? 
I  Gaufired,  deere  maister  soverayn, 
t,   whan  thy  worthy  kyng   Richard 

was  slayn 
h  shot,  compleynedest  his  dceth  so 

soore ! 
Y  ne  hadde  I  now  thy  sentence,  and 

thy  loore,  4540 

Friday  for  to  chide,  as  diden  ye  ? — 
on  a  Friday,  soothly,  slayn  was  he. 
nne  wolde  I  shewe  yow  how  that  I 

koude  pleyne 
Channtederes  drede,   and   for  his 

peyne. 
ertes,  swich  cry,  ne  lamentadoun, 
I  never  of  ladyes  maad  whan  Ylioun 
\  wonne,  and  Pirrus  with  his  streite 

swerd, 
in  he  hadde  hent  kyng  Priam  by  the 

herd, 
\  slayn  hym, — as  seith  us  Eruydos^ — 
naden  alle  the  hennes  in  the  clos,  4550 
in  they  had  seyn  of  Chauntecleer  the 

sighte. 
jBovereynly  dame  Pertelote  shrighte, 
louder  than  dide  Hasdrubales  wyf, 

t7,  GoM/ndf  Geo(&ey  of  Vinesauf ;  author 
treatise  on  tbe  art  at  pottryt  in  which,  to 
how  soch  poems  shoald  be  written,  he  be- 
d  the  death  of  Richard. 


Whan  that  hirhousbonde  hadde  lost  his  lyf, 
And    that   the   Romayns    hadde    brend 

Cartage, — 
She  was  so  ful  of  torment  and  of  rage, 
That  wilfully  into  the  fyr  she  sterte, 
And   brende  hirselven  with  a  stedefast 

herte. 
O  wofiil  hennes,  right  so  criden  ye, 
As,  whan  that  Nero  brende  the  citee  4560 
Of  Rome,  crydcn  senatoures  wyves, 
For  that  hir  husbondes   losten  alle   hir 

Ijrves 
Withouten  gilt, — this  Nero  hath  hem  sla>Ti. 
Now  wol  I  tome  to  my  tale  agayn. 
This  sely  wydwe,  and  eek  hir  doghtres 

two, 
Ilerden  thise  hennes  crie  and  maken  wo, 
And  out  at  dores  stirten  they  anon, 
And  syen  the  fox  toward  the  grove  gon, 
And  Ixir  upon  his  bak  the  cok  away, 
And  crydcn,  *  Out !  harrow  !  and  weyl- 

away !  4570 

Ha!  ha!   the  fox!'   and  after  hym  they 

ran. 
And  eek  with  staves  many  another  man  ; 
Ran  Colle,  oure  dogge,  and  Talbot,  and 

Gerland 
And  Malkyn,  with  a  dystaf  in  hir  hand  ; 
Ran  cow  and  calf,  and  eek  the  vcrray 

hogges. 
So  were  they  fered  for  Ijerkynge  of  the 

dogges. 
And  shoutyng  of  the  men  and  wommen 

eek  ; 
They  ronne  so  hem  though te  hir  hcrtc 

breek. 
They  yollWen,  as  feendes  doon  in  helle  ; 
The  dokcs  crydcn,  as  men  wolde  hem 

quelle ;  4580 

The  gees,  for  fcere,  flowcn  over  the  trees  ; 
Out  of  the  hyve  cam  the  swarm  of  bees  ; 
So  hydous  was  the  noys,  a  benediciiec  I 
Cerles,  he  JakTcc  Straw,  and  his  meynee, 
Ne  made  never  shoutes  half  so  shrille, 
Whan  that   they  wolden   any  Flemyng 

kille, 
iS&  thilke  day  was  maad  upon  the  fox. 
Of  bras  they  broghten  l)emes,  and  of  box, 


4586.  Flemyng,    to    whose    competition    the 
English  craftsmen  objected. 
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Of  horn,  of  boon,  in  whiche  they  blewe 

and  powped, 
And   therwithal  they  skriked  and   they 

howpe<l ;  4590 

It  semed  as  that  hevene  sholde  fiiUe. 
Now,  goode  men,  I  pray  yow  herkneth 

alle  ; 
Lo,  how  Fortune  tumeth  sodeynly 
The  hope  and  pryde  eek  of  hir  enemy  ! 
This  cok,  that  lay  upon  the  foxes  bak. 
In  al  his  drede  unto  the  fox  he  spak, 
And  seyde,  *  Sire,  if  that  I  were  as  ye. 
Vet  wolde  I  seyn,  as  wys  God  helpe  me, 
**  Tumeth  agayn,  ye  proude  cherles  alle  ! 
A  verray  pestilence  upon  yow  folic  ;   4600 
Now  am  I  come  unto  the  wodes  syde, 
Maugrce  yourc  heed,  the  cok  shal  heere 

abyde ; 
I  wol  hym  cte  in  feith,  and  that  anon  ! "  * 
The  fox  answcrde,   *  In  feith  it  shal 

be  don ' ; 
And  as  he  spak  that  word,  al  sodeynly 
This  cok  brak  from  his  mouth  delyverly. 
And  hciglie  upon  a  tree  he  fleigh  anon  ; 
And   whan   the  fox  saugh  that  he  was 

y-gon,— 

*  Alias  ! '  quod  he,  *  O  Chauntecleer, 

alias  ! 
I  have  to  yow,'  quod  he,  *y-doon  trespas. 
In  as  muchc  as  I  maked  yow  aferd,    461 1 
Whan  I  yow  hente  and  broght  out  of  the 

yerd  ; 
But,  sire,  I  dide  it  of  no  wikke  entente. 
Com  doun,  and  I  shal  telle  yow  what  I 

mcnle  ; 
I  shal  seye  sooih  to  yow,  God  help  me  so  !  * 

*  Nay    thanne,'   quod    he,   *  I   shrcwe 

us  l)othe  two. 
And  first  I  shrewe  myself,  Iwthe  bloo<l 

and  l)ones. 
If  thou  bip;)le  me  any  ofter  than  ones. 
Thou  shall  na  moore,  thurgh  thy  flaterye. 
Do  me  to  syngc,  and  wynke  with  myn 

eye,  4620 

For  he  that  wynketh,  whan  he  sholde  sec, 
Al  wilfully,  God  lat  him  never  thee  ! ' 


*  Nay,'  quod  the  fox,  *  but  God  yevc 

hym  meschaunce, 
That  is  so  undiscreet  of  govemaunce 
That  jangleth  whan  he  sholde  holde  his 

pccs. 

Lo,  swich  it  is  for  to  be  recchelees. 
And  necligent,  and  truste  on  flaterye. 
But  ye  that  holden  this  tale  a  folye, — 
As  of  a  fox,  or  of  a  cok  and  hen, — 
Taketh  the  moralite,  good  men  ;        4630 
For  Seint  Paul  seith  that  al  that  writen  is, 
To  oure  doctrine  it  is  y-write  y-wis ; 
Taketh  the  fhiyt  and  lat  the  chaf  be  stille. 
Now,  goode  God,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille, 
hs  seith  my  lord,  so  make  us  alle  goode 

men, 
And   brynge   us   to   his   heighc    blissc! 

Amen. 


Wotxis  of  the  Host  to  the  Nun's  Priest 

*Sire   Nonnes    Freest,*   oure    Hoostc 

seide  anoon, 
*  I -blessed  be  thy  breche  and  every  stoon ! 
This  was  a  murie  tale  of  Chaunticleer ; 
But,  by  my  trouthe,  if  thou  were  seculer. 
Thou  woldest  Ijen  a  tredefoul  aright ;  4641 
For  if  thou  have  corage,  as  thou  hast 

might. 
The  were  nede  of  hennes,  as  I  wene, 
Ve,  mo  than  sevene  tymes  seventene ! 
Se,  which  braunes  hath  this  gentil  preest, 
So  gret  a  nekke,  and  swich  a  large  breest ! 
I  le  lokcth  as  a  sparhawke  with  his  eyen ; 
Him  nedeth  nat  his  colour  for  to  dyen 
With  brasile,  ne  with  greyn  of  Portyngale. 
Now,  sire,  faire  &Ile  yow  for  yourc  Ude.' 
And  after  that,  he  with  fill  merie  chere 
Seide  unto  another  as  ye  shullen  heere. 


4637.  Sire  Nonnts  Preest,  Only  three  MSS., 
one  at  Camb.  and  twro  at  the  Brit.  M us.,  cootaip 
this  end 'link.  Its  authenticity  is  noC  abom 
susi>icion ;  1.  464c  repeats  B.  3135,  and  'scidc 
unto  another '  could  hardly  have  been  writun  by 
Chaucer. 
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[TALES    OF    THE    THIRD    DAY] 

[GROUP  C] 


DOCTOR'S    TALE 

Heerefohveth  The  Phisiciens  Tale 

Ther  was,  as  tclleth  Titus  Livius, 
A  knyght  that  called  was  Virginius, 
Fulfild  of  honour  and  of  worthynessc, 
iVnd    strong   of   freendes   and    of  greet 

richessc. 
This  knyght  a  doghter  hadde  by  his 

wyf,— 
No  children  hadde  he  mo  in  al  his  lyf. 
Fair  was  thb  mayde  in  excellent  beaulee 
Aboven  every  wight  that  man  may  sec  ; 
Yix  Nature  hath  with  sovereyn  diligence 
V-formed  hire  in  so  greet  excellence,     lo 
As  though  she  wolde  seyn,  *  Lo,  I,  Nature, 
Thus  lean  I  forme,  and  peynte  a  creature, 
Whan  that  me  list, — who  kan  me  countrc- 

fete? 
P^^malion  ?     Noght,  though  he  ay  forge 

and  bete, 
Or  grave,  or  peynte ;  for  I  dar  wel  seyn 
Apelles,  2^anzis,  sholde  werche  in  veyn, 
Outher  to  grave,  or  peynte,  or  forge,  or 

bete. 
If  they  presumed  me  to  countrefete. 
For  lie  that  is  the  Formere  principal 
I  lath  maked  me  his  vicaire-general       ao 
To  forme  and  peynten  erthely  creaturis 
Right  as  me  list,  and  cch  thyng  in  my 

cure  is 
Under   the  moone  that  may  wane  and 

waxc ; 
And  for  my  werk  right  no  thyng  wol  I  axe ; 

Gsour  C.  These  two  tales  follow  the  Franklin's 
in  £.  l>t*  Fumivall  is  responsible  for  their 
accwent  placiog,  which  is  not  a  matter  of  certainty. 

I}0Ct^s  Tale,  taken,  as  to  its  incidents,  as 
ProC  Lounsbary  shows,  includioff  the  reference 
o  Livy,  from  the  H&matt  dt  la  Kose,  11.  6324*94. 
ta  this  tale  HS  differ  greatly  from  E  and  Heng. ; 
hoa^  only  a  few  of  the  variants  can  be  here 
•corded. 

6.  ^o  children,  H»  a$td  never  ne  (H  only,  ne). 

t6.   Zanzis,  Zeuxh. 

■4.  teerk  right,  H'  tuerhe. 


My  lord  and  I  been  ful  of  oon  accord. 
I  made  hire  lo  the  worshipc  of  my  lord 
So  do  I  alle  myne  othere  creatures, 
What    colour    that    they   ban,    or    wh: 

figures.* 
Thus  semeth  me  that  Nature  woUlc  scyi 
This  mayde  of  age  twelve  yccr  w? 

and  Iweye  ; 

In  which  that  Nature  hadde  swich  dclii 
For,  right  as  she  kan  peynte  a  lilic  wliii 
And  reed  a  rose,  right  with  swicli  pcyntui 
She  ixiynted  hath  this  noble  creature, 
Er  she  were  bom,  ujx^n  hir  lynics  fre, 
Where  as  by  right  swiche  colours  shold 

be ; 
And  Phebus  dyed  hath  hire  tresses  grot* 
Lyk  to  the  stremcs  of  his  burned  hcctc  ; 
And  if  that  excellent  was  hire  bcautce, 
A  thousand-foold  moore  vertuous  was  slu 
In  hire  ne  lakked  no  condicioun  ^ 

That  is  to  preyse,  as  by  discrecioun. 
As  wel  in  goost  as  Ixxiy  chast  was  slic, 
For  which  she  floured  in  virj^inilec 
With  alle  humylitee  and  abstinence, 
With  alle  atlemperaunce  and  jxicicncc. 
With  mesure  eek  of  berj'ng  and  array. 
Discreet  she  was  in  answerj'ng  alway, 
Though  she  were  wise  as  Tallas,  dar 

seyn  ; 
Hir   facound    eek,    ful    wommanly    an 

pleyn ;  . 

No  countrefeted  termes  hadde  she 
To  seme  wys  ;  but  after  hir  degree 
She  spak,  and  alle  hire  wordcs,  moot 

and  lesse, 
SownjTige  in  vertu  and  in  gentillesse  ; 
Shamefast  she  was,  in  maydens  shanu 

fastnesse. 
Constant  in  herte,  and  ever  in  bisyncssc 
To  Ary\e  hire  out  of  ydel  slogardyc. 
Bacus   hadde   of  hire   mouth    right    n 

maistrie, 

25.  ful  o/o0H,\\^/ui'y  at. 
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For    wyn    and     youthe    dooth    Venus 
encresse,  59 

As  man  in  fyr  wol  casten  oille  or  greesse. 
And  of  hir  owene  vertu  unconstreyned 
She  hath  ful  ofte  tyme  syk  hire  feyned, 
For  that  she  wolde  fleen  the  compaignye 
Where  likly  was  to  treten  of  folye, — 
As  is  at  feestes,  revels,  and  at  daunces, 
That  been  occasions  of  daliaunces. 
Swich  thyngcs  maken  children  for  to  be 
To  soonc  ryi^e  and  boold,  as  men  may  se, 
Which  is  ful  perilous,  and  hath  been  yoore. 
For  al  to  soone  may  she  lerae  loore       70 
Of  booldnesse,  whan  she  woxen  is  a  wyf. 

And  ye  maistresscs,  in  youre  olde  lyf, 
That  lordes  doghtres  han  in  govemaunce, 
Ne  taketh  of  my  wordes  no  displesaunce  ; 
Thenketh  that  ye  been  set  in  govemynges 
Of  lordes  doghtres,  oonly  for  two  thynges : 
Outher  for  ye  han  kept  youre  honestee, 
Or  elles  ye  han  falle  in  freletee. 
And  knowen  wel  ynough  the  olde  daunce, 
And  han  forsaken  fully  swich  meschaunce 
For  evermo  :  therfore  for  Cristes  sake  81 
To  teche   hem  vertu  looke  that  ye  ne 
slake. 

A  theef  of  venysoun,  that  hath  forlaft 
His  likerousnesse  and  al  his  olde  craft, 
Kan  kepe  a  forest  best  of  any  man  ; 
Now  kepeth  wel,  for  if  ye  wolde  ye  kan  ; 
Looke  wel  that  ye  unto  no  vice  assente, 
Lest  ye   be   dampned  for  youre   wikkc 

entente ; 
For  who  so  dooth  a  traitour  is  certeyn  ; 
And  taketh  kepe  of  that  that  I  shal  scyn  ; 
Of  alle  tresons  sovereyn  pestilence         91 
Is  whan  a  wight  bitrayseth  innocence. 

Ye  fedres  and  ye  moodres  eek,  also. 
Though  ye  han  children,  be  it  oon  or  mo, 
Youre  is  the  charge  of  al  hir  surveiaunce, 
Whil  that  they  l^en  under  youre  gover- 

naunce ; 
Beth  war,  if  by  ensample  of  youre  lyvynge. 
Or  by  youre  necligence  in  chastisynge. 
That  they  ne  perisse  ;  for  I  dar  wel  seye, 
If  that  they  doon,  ye  shul  it  decre  abeye. 


\ 


4.  toordtSy  H*  word. 

2.  H»  read  Kepeth  tvel  iho  thatyt  underiakt, 
84.  oldt^  H*  theves. 
86.  if  ye  wcldt^  H*  euul  ye  wil. 
94.  mo^  £*  two. 


Under  a  shepherde  softe  and  n< 
The  wolf  hath  many  a  sheepe  : 

to-rent. 
Suffiseth  oon  ensample  now  as 
For  I  moot  tume  agayne  to  my 
This  mayde,  of  which  I  wol 

expresse, 
So  kepte  hir  self  hir  neded  no  n 
For  in  hir  lyvyng  maydens  myg 
As  in  a  book,  every  good  word 
That  longeth  to  a  mayden  vert 
She  was  so  prudent  and  so  bou 
For  which  the  feme  out  spronj 

syde, 
Bothe  of  hir  beautee  and  hir  bou 
That  thurgh  that  land  they  pr 

echone 
That  loved  vertu,  save  Envye  j 
That  sory  is  of  oother  mennes 
And  glad  is  of  his  sorwe  and  hi 
The  doctour  maketh  this  descr 
This  mayde  upon  a  day  wei 

toun 
Toward  a  temple,  with  hire  moc 
As  is  of  yonge  maydens  the  m: 
Now  was  ther  thanne  a  justice  in 
That  govemour  was  of  that  rej 
And  so  bifel  this  juge  his  eyen 
Upon  this  mayde,  avysynge  h)n 
As  she  cam  forby,  ther  as  this  j 
Anon  his  herte  chaunged  and  1 
So  was  he  caught  with  beaui 

mayde, 
And  to  hymself  ful  pryvely  he 
*  This  mayde  shal  be  myn,  for 
Anon  the  feend  into  his  her 
And  taughte  hym  sodeynly  t! 

slyghte 
The  mayden  to  his  purpos  wynr 
For  certes,  by  no  force,  ne  by 
Hym  thoughte,  he  was  nat  i 

speede ; 
For  she  was  strong  of  freendcs,  s 
Confermed    was     in     swich 

bountee, 
That  wel  he  wiste  he  myghte 

Wynne 

105.  wolt  HB  uiU, 

X 1 7.  The  doctour^  glossed  '  Augui 

135.  as  tkitt  H*  the. 
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1J8^| 


L(  lu«  itf  inakus  hiie  with  hir  body  jynne ; 
Jiyl  which  by  greet  deliberacioun 

W  afiei  ■  dial,  wa^  in  the  toun,  i)o 
1  thai  he  kneii  ror-subtil  and  for- 

*  juge  iinlu  ttiti  chcil  his  talc  hnih 

c  wise.  >n<l  mule  hym  lo  ensure 
Mi  telle  il  lo  no  creature, 

d  If  hcdideheshotde  lijse  bU  beeil, 

Whan  ihU  usenled  vias  this  cursed  n.'cd 
(iLid    HTU   Ibis  jugc,   and    nmkcd   him 

greet  checre, 

,^i:il  yii  hym  yiAci.,  preciouui  and  deere. 

'^T-.  i-i  juijioi]  was  al  hiie  consforacic, 

■  iij  tniiiti  how  Ihal  his  lecheiic 

'  I'l  sliolde  ticcn  ful  sublitly,     i^i 

.  Lti  Itcere  il  after  npcnty, 

,,.,.u,     gouiii    the    cheil,    ihai    highlc 

CUudius. 
Ttni  fiUsc  j<i|;r  ihal  hi^hti:  Ajni 


1 


ihiin 


^  r.<  lUi^ 


D  ikbk, 


luiowen  lor  hislorial  Ihyng  notable ; 
tcBlaice  or  il  ioolh  ■&,  out  of  doutc, — 
hhi  jugj  eoolh  DOW  ^te  aboulc 
en  bii  delii  al  that  he  may  ; 
Infel  «oane  aftei,  on  a  day,       160 
It«t  lalac  JUKC>  *s  lellclti  us  the  slorie, 
Ai  he  wat  ironl,  sat  io  his  consistoiie  : 
Aad  jtS  hit  doumes  upon  tondiy  ca^ 
ThB  teUe  chcll  can)  Torth,  a  ful  greet  (-as, 
wydc,  *Lc(d,  irihalilbeyouiewillc. 
kntb  »w  r^hl  upon  this  pitous  lulle, 
ifend)  I  pleynt  upon  Virginius  ; 
■r  that  be  wol  Eeyn  it  ii  nat  ihiu, 
it  imcve,  uid  fynde  guod  wiloctsc 
iMh  a  ihAI  my  bille  wol  cxpiessc.' 
jii|[c  amwcrde,  'Of  this   in  his 

Ml  J«ve  dillynytyve  sentence; 
}pfm  calle,  aod  I  wol  gladly  heere ; 
hah  have  al  right  and  nu  wrong 

bMCC' 

«iliM  csm  lo  wilv  the  juges  wlUe, 
rh)  anon  was  tad  Ihis  cursed  ImIIc  ; 
itencc  of  il  was  as  ye  shul  he«re  :— 
fte,  my  Uni,  u'n  Apiui  n  dttre. 


Shevielk  yourt  peuri  uroaitt  ClaudiH), 
H<ne  thai  a  Imyghl,  talUd  Vifginius,  i 
A^aym  Iht  ktit,  agayn  al  equUu, 
Holdtlk,  txfrtt  agayit  Iht  wyl  tfmi. 
My  servant,  ■athich  thai  is  my  thraiby  tig/i 
li'hiik  fn   myn  kaa  wai  slelt  n/vu 

fygi", 

IVhillhaisAtwai/ulymg:  IkiiwelJprtf 
By  wilnesst,  Itrd,  se  thai  it  italymiigrtai 

She  nyt  hit  degkter,  vol,  tiiial  »  he  ity: 
iVherfareteyate,  myli>rd,thejy£e,  1  fr^ 
Yeldmemy  lAral,  if  that  il  be  yeurtvnU 
Lo,  this  was  al  the  sentence  of  his  LilU 
Virginius  gan  U|nn  the  chcti  trihold« 
Hut  hastily,  et  he  his  tnlv  lalde. 
And  wolde  have  precvcd  it,  as  sholJe 

knyght, 
And  cck  by  witncssyi^  of  many  a  wigt 
That  it   was  fids  ihat  sej-de  his  advi 

This  cursed  jugc  wolde  no  tbyng  larie, 
Ne  hecrc  a  word  moore  of  Virginius, 
liwt  yaf  his  ju^ement,  and  scydc  ihus  :- 
*  I  decme  anon  this  cherl  hii  scrva 

Thou  shall  DB  lengcr  in  thyn  hous  hii  sai 
Go,  biyng   hire  Ibrlb,  and  put  hire 

oure  warde. 
The  cherl  shal   have  his  thral ;   this 

And     whan     this     worthy     knyg! 
Virginius, 
Thurgh  sentence  of  Ihis  justice  Apiits. 
Moste  by  force  his  deere  doghlct  yevci 
Unto  the  ji^,  in  lecherie  to  lyven. 
He  goolh  hym  hoom  and  selte  him  in  I 

halle. 
And  leel  anon  his  deere  doghler  callc. 
And  with  a  face  deed  as  asshcn  coldc, 
U  pan  hii  humble  face  he  gan  biholdc,  : 
Withliulrcspiteeiiikyngechu^hhisbet 
Al  walde  he  ftom  his  purpos  nil  con^-cr 

'  Doghler,' quod  he,  'Virginia  by  l 

Ther  been  two  weycs,  oulhcT  deelh 

shame. 
That  thou  most  suffre ;  alios  1  that  1  w 


To  dyen  with  a  swetd,  < 
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O  deere  tloghier,  endere  of  my  lyf, 
Which    I   have   fostred   up  v^ith   swich 

plesaunce 
That  thou  were  never  out  of  my  remem- 

hraunce ;  220 

O  doghter,  which  that  art  my  lasie  wo, 
And  in  my  lyf  my  laste  joye  also  ; 
C)  gcmnie  of  chastitee  !  in  pacience 
Take    thou    thy  deeth,    for   this   is   my 

sentence. 
For  love,  and  nat  for  hate,  thou  most  be 

deetl : 
My  piunis    hand   moot   sm}ten  of  thyn 

heeti ! 
Alias  I  thai  ever  Apius  the  say  ! 
Thus  hath  he  falsly  jugged  the  to  day ' ; 
And  lolde  hire  al  the  cas,  as  ye  bifore 
Han  herd,  nat  neileth  for  to  telle  it  moore. 

*  O   mercy,  deere    fader  !  *   quod    this 

mayde,  231 

And  with  that  word  she  both  hir  amies 

lavdc 
Al)Oui  his  nekke,  as  she  was  wont  to  do  j 
The  tecris  bruste  out  of  hir  eyen  two, 
And  scydc,  *  (iiXKle  fader,  shal  I  dye  ? 
Is  thcr  no  grace,  is  ther  no  reme<lye?' 

*  No,  ccrtcs,  deere  doghter  myn,'  (^uod 

he. 

*  Thanne  yif  me  leyser,   fader   myn,' 

quod  she, 

*  My  deeth  for  to  compleyne  a  litel  space, 
Yox  Pardee  Jepte  yaf  his  doghter  grace  240 
For  to  compleyne,  er  he  hir  slow,  alias  ! 
And  Gixl  it  woot,  no  th>'ng  was  hir  trespos, 
Hut  for  she  ran  hir  fader  first  to  see. 

To  welcome  hym  with  greet  solempnitee.  * 
And  with  that  word  she  fil  aswowne  anon. 
And  after,  whan  hir  swowning  is  agon, 
She  riseth  up,  and  to  hir  fader  sayde, 

•  Blissed  he  (ukI,  that  I  shal  dye  a  mayde ; 
^'if  me  my  deeth,  er  that  I  have  a  shame  ; 
Dooth   with    youre   child  youre  wyl,   a 

Goddes  name  !  *  250 

And  with  that  word  she  preyed  hym 

ful  ofte 
That    with   his   swerd  he  wolde   smyte 

sofie  ; 
And  with  that  word  aswowne  doun  she  fil. 
ilir  fader,  with  ful  stjrweful  herteand  wil, 

238.  Uyser^  H*  Itve, 


Hir  heed  of  smoot,  and  by  the  tope  it 

hente. 
And  to  the  juge  he  gan  it  to  presente, 
As  he  sat  yet  in  doom  in  consist6rie  ; 
And  whan  the  juge  it  saugh,  as  seith  the 

storie, 
He  bad  to  take  hym  and  anhange  hym 

faste ;  259 

But  right  anon  a  thousand  peplein  thraste. 
To  save  the  knyght,  for  routhe  and  for 

pitee ; 
For  knowen  was  the  £filse  iniquitee. 
The  i^eple  anon  hath  suspect  of  this  thyng, 
By  manere  of  the  cherles  chalangyng, 
That  it  was  by  the  assent  of  Apius ; 
They  wisten  wel  that  he  was  lecherus ; 
For  which  unto  this  Apius  they  gon. 
And  caste  hym  in  a  prisoun  right  anon, 
Wher  as  he  slow  hymself ;  and  Claudius, 
That  servant  was  unto  this  Apius,        270 
Was  demed  for  to  hange  upon  a  tree ; 
But  that  Virginius,  of  his  pitee, 
So  preyde  for  hym  that  he  was  exiled, 
And  elles,  certes,  he  had  been  bigyled. 
The  remenant  were  anhanged,  moore  and 

lesse. 
That  were  conscntant  of  this  cursednesse. 
Heere  men  may  seen  how  synne  bath 

hb  merite. 
Beth  war,  for  no  man  woot  whom  God 

wol  smyte, 
In  no  degree ;  ne  in  which  manere  wyse 
The  worm  of  conscience  may  agiyse    280 
Of  wikked  lyf,  though  it  so  pryvcc  be 
That  no  man  woot  ther-of  but  God  and 

he ; 
For  be  he  lewed  man,  or  ellis  lered, 
He  noot  how  soone  that  he  shal  been 

afered ; 
Therfore,  I  rede  yow,  this  conseil  take, 
Forsaketh  synne,  er  synne  yow  foradLe. 

Th€  wordes  of  the  Hoost  to  the  Phisicien 
and  the  Pardoner 

Oure  Hooste  gan  to  swere  as  he  were 
wood ; 

375.  Tkt  rrmtmant,  the  witnesses  promised 
in  I.  186. 

278.  u'Mam^  H^  haw, 

283.  »^rrAdiyher(,whethe9ithmthe6eiemtd 
tnan  or  UraL 
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I '  quod  he,  '  hy  nayles,  antl 
1  blood  I 

B  &ls  cheiE  and  a  (aU  justisc  \ 
rful  deeth  as  herie  may  devyse 
thise  juges,  and  hire  advocau  ! 
lis  sety  nmyde  is  slayn,  aJlas  I 
>  deerc  houghie  she  b^utee  ! 
:  I  srf^  al  day,  as  men  may  see, 
is  of  Foiti'ine  and  of  Nati^re 
^  of  deeth  to  many  a  cieSlure. 
lutee  was  hire  deih,  I  dac  wel 

)  pitonsly  as  she  was  sluyn  1 
yiftes  that  I  speke  of  now 
fill  ofic  moDce  hann  than  prow, 
trewcly,    inyn    owene    nmisler 

pilous  tale  for  to  heere  ; 
elees,  passe  over,  is  no  ibis ; 

God  so  save  (hy  gentil  cois, 
thyne  uiynali,  and  thyjurdooea, 
ocias,  and  eek  thy  Galbnes, 
y  boyste  fill  of  thy  letuarie  ; 
se  hero,  and  oure   lady  Scinlc 

I  Iheen,  thou  ait  a  proprc  man, 
a  prclal,  by  Seinl  Konyan  !  jio 
lat  wel,  I  kiin  nat  speke  in  lernit  1 
t  woot  thou  doost  myn  hcrte  to 

moost  have  caught  a  cardynacle. 
I  bones  t  but  1  have  triaclc, 
t  draughtc  of  moyste  and  corny 

heeie  anon  a  myrie  tale, 
e  is  lost,  for  pitee  of  this  mayde. 
rany,  thou  Paidoner,'he  sayde, 
s  som  myrlbe,  or  japes,   right 

tal  be  doon,'  quod  he,  'by 
cinl  Ronyon  I  310 

1,'  quod  he,  '  hecre  at  this  ale 


wol  bolhe  diynke  and  cten  of  a  cake. 
And  right  anon  the  gentils  gonne  I 

<ay  !  lat  hym  telle  us  of  no  libaudye 
•&&  us  som  mond  thyi^,  that 


Som  wit,  and  thannc  wol  we  gladly  hecrc' 
'I  graunte,  y-wLs,'  quod   he,   'but  I 

Upon  som  honestc  thyng,  while  that  I 


'  Lordynges,"  quod   he,    '  in  chirches 
whan  I  preclie, 
I  peyne  me  to  ban  an  bauteyn  spechc. 
And  rynge  it  out  as  round   as  gooth  a 
belle,  331 

For  I  kan  al  by  rote  that  I  telle. 
My  theme  is  alwey  oon,  and  ever  was, — 
Radix  malorum  est  Cupidttas. 

'  First,   I   pronounce  whennei  that   I 

And  thaone  my  bulles  shewe  I,  alle  and 

Outc  lige  lordes  seel  on  my  polcnic. 
That  shcwc  I  first,  my  body  to  warente. 
That  no  man  be  so  boold,  ne  preesi,  ne 

clerk. 
Me  lo  deslourbe  of  Ciistca  hooly  werk  ! 
And,  allcr  that,  thttnne  telle  I  forth  my 

tales,  }4. 

Bulles  of  popes  and  of  cardynolcs. 
Of  pQltiarkes  and  bishoppes  I  shewe. 
And  in  Latyn  I  speke  a  wordea  (ewe 
To  saCTron  with  my  predicadoun. 
And  for  lo  stiro  hem  lo  devocioun  ; 
Thanne  shewe  I  forth  my  longi-  ciistnl 

Y-ctammed  ful  of  cioules  and  of  booes,^ 
Helikes  beec  they,  as  wenen  they  echo:  in  : 
Thanne  have  1  in  latoun  a  sholder  boon 


uili  l7Mfy,  iftd  *i.  mi  a^i 


^nfftmillm, 


3ig.  cXirclia.  HI 


gpgtk,  H  as  Itflfii  m  dt 
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.hough  myself  be  gilty  in  that  synne 
can  I  maken  oother  folk  to  twynne 
1  avarice,  and  soore  to  repente ;    431 
:bat  is  nat  my  principal  entente  ; 
<:he  no  thjmg  but  for  coveitise. 
lis  mateere  it  oghte  ynogh  suffise. 
Tbanne  telle  I  hem  ensamples  many 

oon 
Ide  stories  longe  tyme  agoon, — 
[e^ved  pcple  loven  tales  olde, — 
he  thynges  kan  they  wel  reporte  and 

holde. 
t  !  trowe  ye,  the  whiles  I  may  preche, 
yrfvsA  gold  and  silver  for  I  teche, 

I  wol  l3rve  in  povcrte  wilfully  ?    441 

xjay,  I  thoghte  it  never,  trewcly, 
I   wol  preche  and  begge  in  sondry 
landes; 

xaX  do  no  labour  with  myne  handes, 
jjjce  baskettes  and  lyve  therby, 
luse  I  wol  nat  beggen  ydcUy. 
1  noon  of  the  Apostles  countrefete, 
have  moneie,  wolle,  chese  and  whete, 
jyg  it  ycven  of  the  povereste  page, 
'  the  povereste  wydwe  in  a  village, 
o\dc  hir  children  sterve  for  famyne. 
r  ,^q]  drynke  licour  of  the  vyne, 
avc  ^  j^^y  wenche  in  every  toun  ; 

kneth,  lordynges,  in  conclusioun. 

^^     I  dronke  a  draughte  of  corny 

^r\opc  ^  *^  y^^  *^"®  *  ^^^^ 

'^'^  ^unbeenatyoureUkyng; 
i  ^y  \r^lf  be  a  fill  vicious  man. 


^^ 


my^' 


460 


^-'     ^^i  I  vow  telle  kan, 

^^  ^nt  to  preche,  for  to  ^ne 


pees,  my 


P 


Tal^ 


00^ 


w^^ 


sjteden 


foly^* 


tjats 


fdrm 


*^^^f%^ 


As  riot,  hasard,  stywes  and  tavemes, 
Where-as  with  harpes,  lutes  and  gytemes, 
They  daunce  and  pleyen  at  dees,  bothe 

day  and  nyght. 
And   eten   also,  and   drynken   over  hir 

myght, 
Thurgh  which  they  doon  the  devel  sacrifice 
Withinne  that  develes  temple,  in  cursed 

wise,  470 

By  superfluytee  abhomynable. 
Hir  othes  been  so  grete  and  so  dampnable 
That  it  is  grisly  for  to  heere  hem  swere  ; 
Oure  blissed  Lordes  body  they  to-tere  ; 
Hem    thoughte   that   Jewes   rente   hym 

noght  ynough,  ^"'  -. 

And  ech  of  hem  at  otheres  synne  lough  ; 
And  right  anon  thanne  comen  tombesteres 
Fetj's  and  smale,  and  yonge  fhitesteres, 
Syngeres  with  harpes,  baudes,  wafereres, 
Whiche  been  the  verray  develes  officeres,  V 
To  kyndle  and  blowe  the  fyr  of  lecheryc, 
That  is  annexed  unto  glotonye. 
The  Hooly  Writ  take  I  to  my  witnesse 
That  luxurie  is  in  wyn  and  dronkenesse. 
*Lo,   how  that   dronken   Looth,  un- 

kyndely, 
Lay  by  his  doghtres  two  unwityngly  ; 
So   dronke   he   was   he   nyste  what  he 

wroghte. 
Ilerodes,  (whoso  wel  the  stories soghtc,) 
Whan  he  of  wyn  was  repleet  at  his  feeste, 
Right  at  his  owene  table,  he  yaf  his  heeste 
To  sleen  the  Baptist  John,  fill  giltelees. 
Seneca  seith  a  good  word,  doutelees  ; 
He  seith  he  kan  no  difference  fynde 
Bitwix  a  man  that  is  out  of  his  mynde 
And  a  man  which  that  is  dronkelewe, 
But  that  woodnesse,  fallen  in  a  shrewc, 
Pers^vereth   lenger  than  dooth   dronke- 
nesse. 
O  glotonye,  fill  of  cursednesse  ; 
O  cause  first  of  oure  confusioun  ; 
O  original  of  oure  dampnacioun  ;  500 

Til  Crist  hadde  boght  us  with  his  blood 

agayn  ! 
L6,  how  deere,  shortly  for  to  sayn, 

^,.     nure    blissed  Lordts   body,    etc.      The 

r.)^^^'  i.?.Crs  also  in  the  Parson's  Tale. 

phrase  (>ccu^a»g  ^^^  3  ^^^^^  ^^^ 

^V'   "^iJfS-  a  good  word.    Yyrwhitt  traces 


the  reference  to 


'f^^i'^' 


tAl 
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Aboght  was  thilke  cursed  vileynye  ; 
Corrupt  was  al  this  world  for  glotonye  ! 
Adam  oure  fader,  and  his  wyf  also, 
Fro  Paradys,  to  labour  and  to  wo 
Were    dryven    for    that    vice,    it   is   no 

drede, — 
For  whil  that  Adam  fested,  as  I  rede, 
He  was  in  Paradys,  and  whan  that  he 
Eet  of  the  fruyt  deffended,  on  the  tree,  510 
Anon  he  was  out  cast  to  wo  and  peyne. 

0  glotonye,  on  thee  wel  oghte  us  pleyne  ! 
O,  wiste  a  man  how  manye  nudadyes 

Folwen  of  excesse  and  of  glotonyes. 
He  wolde  been  the  moore  raesurable 
Of  his  diete,  sittynge  at  his  table  ! 
Alias  !  the  shortc  throte,  the  tendre  mouth, 
Maketh  that  est  and  west,  and  north  and 

south, 
In  erthe,  in  eir,  in  water,  man  to-swynke 
To   gete   a   glotoun   deyntee    mete    and 

drynke !  590 

Of  this  matiere,   O   Paul,   wel  kanstow 

trete  ! 
*  Mete   unto    wombe,    and    wombe   eek 

unto  mete, 
ShalGod  destroyen  bothe,*  asPaulus  seith. 
Alias  !  a  foul  thyng  is  it,  by  my  feith. 
To  seye  this  word,  and  fouler  is  the  dedc 
Whan  man  so  drynketh  of  the  white  and 

rede, 
That  of  his  throte  he  maketh  his  pryvee, 
Thurgh  thilke  cursed  superfluitee. 

The  Aix)stel  wepyng  seith  ful  pitously, 
'  Thcr    walken    manye    of   whiche   yow 

toold  have  I,  530 

1  seye  it  now  wepyng  with  pitous  voys, 
That  they  been  enemys  of  Cristes  croys, 
Of  whiche  the  endc  is  deeth,  wombe  is 

hir  god.' 
O  woml>e  !  O  bely  !  O  stynkyng  is  thi 

cod  ! 
Fulfilled  of  donge  and  of  corrupcioun  ! 
At  either  ende  of  thee  foul  is  the  soun  ; 
How  greet   labour  and  cost  is  thee  to 

fynde  ! 
Thise    cookes,    how    they   stampe,    and 

strcyne,  and  grynde. 


508.  as   I   red€t    glossed  :    leronimus  contra 
tuianum  (Bk.  ii.  cap.  X5X 
534.  is  thi,  om.  E^. 


And  tumen  substaunce  into  accident. 
To  fiilfillen  al  thy  likerous  talent !        540 
Out  of  the  harde  bones  knokke  they 
The  mary,  for  they  caste  noght  awey 
That  may  go  thurgh  the  golet  softe  and 

swoote. 
Of  spicerie,  of  leef,  and  bark,  and  roote, 
Shal  been  his  sauce  y-maked  by  delit. 
To  make  hym  yet  a  newer  appetit ; 
But  certes  he  theit  haunteth  swiche  delices 
Is  deed,  whil  that  he  lyveth  in  the  vices. 
A  lecherous  thyng  is  wyn,  and  dronke- 

nesse 
Is  fill  of  stryvyng  and  of  wrecchednesse. 
O  dronke  man  !  disfigured  is  thy  face,  551 
Sour  is  thy  breeth,  foul  artow  to  embrace, 
And  thurgh  thy  dronke  nose  semeth  the 

soun. 
As  though  thou  seydest  ay,  *  Sampsoun  ! 

Sampsoun  ! ' 
And  yet,  God  woot,  Sampsoun  drank 

never  no  wyn. 
Thou  &Uest  as  it  were  a  styked  swyn. 
Thy  tonge  is  lost  and  al  thyn  honeste  cure ; 
For  dronkenesse  is^verray  sepulture 
Of  mannes  wit  and  his  discrecioun  ; 
In  whom  that  drynke  hath  dominadoun, 
He  kan  no  conseil  kepe,  it  is  no  drede.  561 
Now  kepe  yow  fro  the  white  and  fro  the 

rede. 
And  namely  fro  the  white  wyn  of  Lepe, 
That  is  to  selle  in  Fysshstrete,  or  in  Chepe. 
This  wyn  of  Spaigne  crepeth  subtilly 
In  othere  wynes  growynge  friste  by. 
Of  which  ther  ryseth  swich  frimositee, 
That  whan  a  roan  hath  dronken  dnngfates 

thre. 
And  weneth  that  he  be  at  hoom  in  Ch«pe, 
He  is  in  Spaigne  right  at  the  toune  of 

Lepe, —  570 

Nat  at  the  Rochele,  neat  Burdeux-toun, — 
And  thannd  wol  he  seye,  'Sampsoun, 

Sampsoun  ! ' 
But  herkneth,  lordyngs,  o  word,  I  yow 

preye, 

530.  tumen  suBsiaunu  imip  accideni,  aker  tb^ 
whole  character  of.  Chaucer  ts  itnit^ting  tb^ 
chapter  De  Gala  in  the  />«  CpmUm/im  Mmmdi  <A 
Innocent  III. 

563.  ZfifV,  near  Cadix. 

564.  Fysthsirtte,  H  Fkeitirul, 
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alle  tbe  sorercyn  ictes,  dar  I  seje, 

victories  id  the  Olde  Teslamenl, 

^liuigh  Tcmy  Gud  ttui  is  nmnipolent, 

Were  dooD  ia  absluience  and  in  pteyere  ; 

LookcUi  ihe  Bible  and  thci  ye  niay  il 


BScd] 

m 


BScdyngc  >y  at  his  nou  in  drnnkenesse. 
*  cajnUTa  tholde  lyve  in  sobrenesse ; 
>l  Ihis  avy«th  yow  right  wel 
I  comaundcd  unto  Lumucl, — 
Sunuel,  bat  Lamuel  seye  I ; 
Rcdelh  Ihc  Itiltle>  and  fynde  it  ei)iresly 
Of  wyn-yevyng  to  hem  that  han  jusiise. 
Sniiioote  of  ihis,  for  it  may  wel  suffise. 
And  now  thai  1  luve  spoken  uf  glo- 
tunye.  «»if.»* 

Nvw  *ol  I  yow  deffcnden  fcaiaidrye.  ^50 
IIasuiI  is  veiray  mooder  of  Itsynges, 
And  of  deccile,  and  cursed  furswerynges, 
Bbsphcmc  of  Ciisi,  manslaughlrc,  nnd 

<  If  old,  and  of  tyme,  and  fonhetniu 

li  i*  rcv«*»eMd  coaliarie  of  honour 
t\rf  III  ten  holde  a  commune  hasaxduur 
\i.i  t.\^i  the  hyer  he  is  of  ealaat, 
TV-;  ni.  -iprc  is  he  holden  desolnat. 
1:' :)'  I-  n  j'rynce  useth  ha^aidrye 
!■.■.'■■   siivcmaunce  and  policye,  & 

'.    '         .   r:i<.- Lusc  in  leputacioun. 

•.I,  thdl  WHS  a  wyt  embossadour, 
.  1 .  .  ri[  10  Cotynihe  in  fill  gi«l  honour 
'  <•:  Latid'imye  to  niakcn  hire  alliaunce ; 
'.!b1    «1bUi   lie  ram,   hym   happedc  far 

rkat  allc  ihc  gicttctte  that  were  of  thai 

lotui 
tlqyugr  »tti  hasaid  he  hem  fond  ; 
(<s  which,  u  Kione  as  it  mygbtc  be, 
Ke  tttl  hytn  hoom  agayn  to  bis  conlree, 
.\sd   teyii,   '  Ther  wol  I   oat  Icsc   i 


Nc  I  wul  nut  take  on  me  so  greet  delan 
Vow  fur  to  lUlie  unto  none  hasardours 
SendeLh  otbere  wise  embassadours, 
For,  liy  my  irouthe,  me  were  levere  d] 
Than  I  yow  sholde  to  hasanlours  allye 
For  ye  that  been  so  glorious  in  honour 
Shul  nat  allyen  yow  with  hasurdouis. 
As  by  my  wyl,  ne  as  by  my  Irelee  I ' 
This  wise  philosophre  thus  Seyde  bee.  1 
l.ookc  cck  thai  to  the  kyng  Demetrii 
The  kyng  of  Paithes,  as  [he  book  seith  1 
Sentehbiapaircofdecsofgold,  inscoi 
For  he  hadde  used  hasBid  ther-biforn  ; 
For  which  he  heeld   his   glorie  or   I 

At  no  value  or  reputacioun. 
Loidcs  may  lynden  oothcr  maner  pley 
Honesle  ynough  to  dryve  the  day  awe; 
Now  wol  I  speke  of  athes  false  a 

giete 
A  word  or  two,  as  oide  bookes  Irete.  1 
(iret  sweryng  is  a  thyng  abhominible. 
And  &ls  sweryng  a  yet  moorc  reprevabi 
The  heighe  God  forbad  sweryng  at  al, 
Wicnesse  on  Mathew,  but  in  special 
Of  sweryng  seilh  the  hooly  Jeremye, 
'  Thou  shalt  seye  south  tbyne  othesj  si 

nat  lye  J 

And  swetc  in  doom,  and  eek  in  li^d 

But  ydel  sweryng  is  a  cur^edness&  . 
Bihooid  and  sc,  that  in  the  firsic  table 
Of  heighe  Goddes  heeslcs,  honurablc,  t 
How  that  the  seconde  heeste  of  hym 


Ihis: 

'  Take  nat  my  name  in  ydel,  or  amys ' 
Iji,  rather  he  forbedetb  swich  sweryng 
Than  homydde,  or  many  a  cursed  thjtij 
1  seyc  that  as  by  ordrc  thus  il  slondeth 
This   knowen,   that   his   heestes   undt 

stondelb. 
How  Ihal  ihe  seconde  becste  of  God 

thai; 
And  forlhei  over,  I  wol  thee  telle,  al  pit 
That  vengeance  shal  tut  parten  from  t 
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T:ji.*  ',f  :.i'.  o'hts  is  10  Outrageous. —  (50 

*  hy   Ovi'its   prccivis   hcnc/  and   •  By 

J,U  r*ayles' 
.\:A   *  J5y  '.'.e  Uoorl  of  Crist  ih^t  is  in 
Habile.-*,' 

*  ,S':ven';  U  mv  chaunce,  and  ih\Ti  is  cvnV 

utA  trcye, 
Hy  ('Mix\i\':.y  armes,  if  thou  falsly  pleyc, 
'ihjs  rlajj;/crc  -ihal  thurghout  thyn  herte 

go:' 
This  fruyt  corncth  of  the  bicched  bones 

two, 
J- orswi.-iy  jjj;,  ire,  falsnesse,  homycidc. 
Now  for  the  love  of  Crist  that  for  us  dyde, 
J-<;vclh    youre    othes,   bothc   greie   and 

snialc. 
I'lit,  sirrrs,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my  tale. 
'J'hivj  rioioures  thre,  of  whiche  I  telle, 
J^mgc  erst  cr  prime  rong  of  any  belle. 
Were  set  hcni  in  a  taveme  for  to  drynke ; 
Anr!  as  I  hey  sal  they  hcrdc  a  belle  cljuke 
Hi  for  n  a  cors,  was  caried  to  his  grave.  ^ 
That  (Htii  of  hem  gan  callen  to  his  knave  : 

*  Go  l>cl,'  (jurKl  he,  'and  axe  redily 
What  cors  is  this  that  i)asselh  heer  forby. 
And   lookc  tliat  thou  reporte  his  name 

wed.* 
'  Sire,'   (]u<x!    this    boy,    *  it    nedeth 

never  a  deel,  670 

It    wjLs   me  loold  er  ye  cam  heere   two 

houres  ; 
I  f  e  was,  pardee^  an  old  felawe  of  youres. 
And  WMlcynly  he  was  y-slayn  lo-nyght, 
For-dronkc,  as  he  sat  on  his  bench  upright ; 
Ther  cjini   a   privee  theef,  men  clei)clh 

Dcclh, 
That  in  this  contree  al  the  jx^ple  sleeth. 
And  with  his  sjxire  he  smoot  his  herte 

at  wo, 
And  wcnte  his  wey  withouten  wordes  mo. 
He  h:ith  a  lliousiind  slayn  this  pestilence. 
And,  maistcr,  er  ye  come  in  his  presence. 
Me  thynkclh  that  it  wcr6  necessaric     6S1 
For  to  \mi  war  of  swich  an  adversarie  ; 
Holh  redy  for  to  mcete  hym  cvermoore ; 
Thus  tauijhtc  me  my  dame ;   I  sey  na- 

nioore.' 
*  Hy  Scinle  Marie  I  *  seydc  this  taverner, 

65a-  Jf*tyUi,  Haile*  Abbey  in  Gloucestenhire. 
659.  I.fX'ftk,  Ea  Lrtt, 


*The   child    seith   sooth,   for   he    hath 

slayn  this  jreer 
Ilenne  over  a   mile,   withinne  a   greet 

\illage, 
Bothe   man   and    womman,    child,   and 

h}*ne,  and  page : 
I  trowe  his  habitacioun  be  there  ; 
To  been  a%ysed  greet  wysdom  it  were,  690 
£r  that  he  dide  a  man  a  dishonour.' 

*  Ye,  Goddes  armes !"  quod  this  notour, 
*  Is  it  swich  peril  with  hym  for  to  meete  ? 
I  shal  h)-m  seke  by  wey,  and  eek  by  strete ; 
I  make  avow  to  Goddes  digne  bones  ! 
Herkneth,  felawes,  we  thre  been  al  ones, 
Lat  ech  of  us  holde  up  his  hand  til  oother, 
And  ech  of  us  bicomen  otheres  brother, 
And  we  wol   sicen  this  £dse  tiaytour, 

Deeth ;  699 

He  shal  be  slayn,  he  that  so  manyc  sleeth, 
By  Goddes  dignitee,  er  it  be  n>'ght ! ' 
Togidres  han  thise  thre  hir  trouthes 

plight 
To  ly ve  and  dyen  ech  of  hem  fur  oother, 
As  though  he  were  his  owene  y-bore 

brother ; 
And  up  they  stirte,  al  dronken,  in  this 

rage; 
And  forth  they  goon  towardes  that  village 
Of  which  the  taverner  hadde  spc^e  bifom; 
And  many  a  grisly  ooth  thanne  han  they 

sworn  ; 
And  Cristes  blessed  body  they  to-rente, — 
Deeth  shal  be  deed,  if  that  they  may 

hym  hente.  710 

Whan  they  han  goon  nat  fully  half  a 

mile, 
Right  as  they  wolde  han  trodoi  over  a 

stile, 
An  oold  man  and  a  poure  with  hem  mette ; 
This  olde  man  ful  mekely  hem  grette. 
And   seyde   thus :    <  Now,    lordes,   God 

yow  see  I  * 
The  proudeste  of  thise  riotoores  three 
Answerde  agayn,  *  What,  carl  with  soiy 

grace, 

Why  artow  al  for- wrapped,  save  thy  &ce? 

Why  lyvestow  so  longe  in  so  greet  age?' 

This  olde  man  gan  looke  in  his  visagie, 

And  seyde  thus :  '  For  I  ne  kan  nat  fymle 

704.  X-^^rt,  H*  nowmr. 
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A  man,  though  Ihal  I  wnlked  into  Yndc, 

Neilher  in  cilee,  ne  in  no  village. 

That  woldc  channge  his  youthe  foi  myn 

age; 
And  therfore  moot  I  ban  tnyn  Bgt  stille, 
As  longe  lyitie  as  it  is  Goddes  wille. 
Nc  Deelh,  alias  !  ne  wol  nat  han  my  lyf ; 
Thus  waike  1,  lyk  a  testc'lces  kaityf, 
And  on  the  ground,  which  is  my  moodics 

gale. 
I  knokke  with  my  staf,  crly  and  late,  jjo 
And  seye,  "  Lceve  mooder,  leet  me  in  '. 
La,  how  I   vonysshe,   flessh  and  bloo<1 

and  skyn ; 
AUbs  !  whmi  shul  my  bones  been  at  reste  ? 
Mooder,  with  yow  wuldc  I  chaunge  my 

That  in  aiy  chamhre  longe  lymc  halh  be, 
Ve,  for  an  heyie-dowt  to  wrappe  me  !  " 
But  yet  lo  me  she  wul  nat  do  that  grace, 
Kor  which  liil  pale  and  welkul  is  my  lace. 

'  But,  sires,  to  yow  it  is  no  curleisye 
To  speken  to  an  old  man  vilcynye,  740 
But  he  ttespasse  in  word,  01  elics  in  dcdc. 
In  Hooly  Writye  may  youi  sclfwcl  mle, 
Agaynsan  oold.man,  hoor  upon  his  heed, 
Ve  ^olde  arise ;  wherfbre  I  yevc  yow  reed, 
Nc  tkioth  unto  an  oold  man  noon  harm 

tiamoore  tfwn  ye  wolde  men  did  to  yow 
\    In  age,  if  that  ye  so  longe  abj'de. 
I    And  God  be  with  yow,  where  ye  go  or 

,      '^" 

'     I  moote  go  thider  as  I  have  to  go. ' 

'  Kay,  olde  cherl,  )iy  God,  thou  shalt 

ISeyde  iht*  ootber  hasardoui  anim  ; 
'Thou  pattest  nat  so  lightly,  by  Scint 
John  I 
ibna  ipak  r^ht  now  of  Ihiike  tiaytour, 

Deeth, 
"M  m  this  contree  aUe  oute  frcendes 

ileelh ; 
Haie  heer  my  trouthe,  as  thou  act  his 

TtU*  where  tie  is,  01  thou  shalt  it  abye, 
By  God  and  by  the  hooly  saciemenl  I 
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For  soothly,  thou  art  oon  of  his  nssunt 
To  sleen  us  yonge  folk,  thou  liilso  thtef ! ' 
'Now,    sires,'  quod   he,   'if  thai   ye 

be  so  leef  7CU 

To  (yndc  Deeth,  lume  up  ihiscrokod  wcy, 
For  in  that  grove  I  laflc  hym,  by  my  ri;y. 
Under  a  tree,  and  there  he  «<.!(.-  abyili- ; 
Noght  for  yourc  boost  he  woli;  him  mi 

Ihyng  h}-de. 
Sa  ye  that  00k  7      Right   there  yc   slial 

hym  fynde. 
God  save  yow  that  boghte  ngayn  nian- 

And  yow  amende  1 '  thus  scydc  this  oldt 

And  everich  of  Ihise  riotonres  ran 

Til  he  cam  lo  thai  Irce,  ami  ihcr  thoy 

Of  floryns  fyne,  of  gold  y-cuyn«l  roiiiidc, 
Wclnyaseven  busshels,  asbcm  tlioiiphtc. 
No    Icngcr    ihanne    after     Duclh     Ihey 

soughle, 
liut  echofhemsoglad  wasuf  ihnl  si^hlo, 
I'or  that  the  ftocyns  been  bu  faire  and 

That  doun  they  sctic  hem  by  this  precious 

The  worsle  of  hem  he  s[ial;  the  firsle  woni. 
'Bretberen,'   quod    bo,    'litik    kfjit 

what  I  seye ; 
My  wit  is  greet,   though  tlinl  I  l^iurdc 

and  pieye. 
This  tresor  lialb  Forlfine  unto  ns  yeven 
In  niyrthc  and  joliftee  oure  lyf  lo  lyven. 
And  lightly  as  il  comth  so  wol  »e  s|iende. 
V.y,  Goddes  precious  dignitoe !  who  wendi^ 
To.day,    that   wc  shulde  ban   so   fair   a 

But  myghle  this  gold  be  caried  fro  tbi^ 


I  loom    to    Ttiyn    hous, 
youics,— 


elles 


that   a1   this  gold 

Thanne  were  wc  in  heigh  felicitee. 

B-cly,  by  ilaye  il  may  nai  bte ; 
Men   wolde   sej'n   thai   we    were   ihei 

stronge,  ; 

And  for  oure  owene  tresot  dinin  us  bon[ 
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This  tresor  moste  y-caried  be  by  nyghte 
As  wisely  and  as  slyly  as  it  myghte. 
Wherfore,  I  rede  that  cut  among  us  alle 
Be  drawe,  and  lat  se  wher  the  cut  wol 

fallc  ; 
And  he  that  hath  the  cut  with  herte  blithe 
Shal   renne  to  the  towne,  and   that  ful 

swithc, 
And  brynge  us  breed  and  wyn  ful  prively, 
And  two  of  us  shul  kepen  subtilly 
This  tresor  wel ;  and  if  he  wol  nat  tarie, 
Whan  it  is  nyght  we  wol  this  tresor  carie, 
By  oon  assent,  where  as  us  thynketh  best.' 
That  oon  of  hem  the  cut  broghte  in  his 

fest, 
And  Ixid  hem  drawe  and  looke  where  it 

wol  falle ; 
And  it  fil  on  the  yongeste  of  hem  alle, 
And  forth  toward  the  toun  he  wente  anon ; 
And  al  so  soone  as  that  he  was  gon, 
That  oon  of  hem  spak  thus  unto  that 

oother : 

*  Thow  knowest  wel  thou  art  my  sworne 

brother ; 
Thy  profit  wol  I  telle  thee  anon  ;         809 
Thou  woost  wel  that  oure  felawe  is  agon, 
And   heere   is  gold,  and   that  ful  greet 

plcntee. 
That  shal  departed  been  among  us  thre ; 
But  nathclees,  if  I  kan  shape  it  so 
That  it  departed  were  among  us  two, 
Hadde  I  nat  doon  a  freendes  torn  to  thee?' 
That  oolher  answerde,   *  I  noot  how 

that  may  be  ; 
He  woot  how  that  the  gold  is  with  us 

tweye ; 
What  shal  we  doon,  what  shal  we  to  hym 

seye  ? ' 

•  Shal  it  be  conscil  ?  *  seyde  the  firste 

shrewe,  819 

*  And  I  shal  tcllen  thee  in  wordes  fewc 
What  wc  shal  doon,  and  brj'ngen  it  wel 

aboute.' 
*I    graunte,'  quod  that   oother,   *out 
of  doute, 
That   by   my   trouthe    I   shal   thee   nat 
biwreye.' 

*  Now,'  quo<l  the  firste,   *  thou  woost 

wel  we  be  tweye. 
And  two  of  us  shul  strenger  be  than  oon. 


Looke  whan  that  he  is  set,  and  right 

ajioon 
Arys,  as  though  thou  woldest  with  hym 

pleye, 
And  I  shal  ryve  hym  thurgh  the  sydes 

tweye, 
Whil  that  thou  strogelest  with  hym  as  in 

game. 
And  with  thy  daggere  looke  thou  do  the 

same ;  830 

And  thanne  shal  al  this  gold  departed  be, 
My  deere  freend,  bitwixen  me  and  thee. 
Thanne  may  we  bothe  oure  lustes  all 

fulfille. 
And  pleye  at  dees  right  at  oure  owene 

wille.* 
And   thus  acorded   been   thise  shrewes 

tweye, 
To  sleen  the  thridde,  as  ye  han  herd  me 

seye. 
'This  yongeste,  which  that  wente  unto 

the  toun, 
Ful  ofte  in  herte  he  rolleth  up  and  doun 
The  beautee  of  thise  floryns  newe  and 

brighte ; 
*  O  Lord,*  quod  he,  *  if  so  were  that  I 

myghte  840 

Have  al  this  tresor  to  my  self  allone, 
Ther  is  no  man  that  lyveth  under  the 

trone 
Of  God,  that  sholde  lyve  so  murye  as  I ! ' 
And  atte  laste  the  feend,  oure  enemy, 
Putte  in  his  thought  that  he  sholde  poyson 

beye, 
With  which  he  myghte  sleen  his  felawes 

tweye ; 
For-why  the  feend  foond  hym  in  swidi 

lyvynge, 
That  he  hadde  leve  hym  to  sorwe  brynge. 
For  this  was  outrely  his  fiiUe  entente 
To  sleen  hem  bothe  and  never  to  repente. 
And  forth  he  gooth,  no  lenger  wolde  be 

tarie,  851 

Into  the  toun,  unto  a  pothecarie, 
And  preyde  hym  that  he  hym  wolde  selle 
Som  poysoun,  that  he  myghte  his  imtt^ 

quelle ; 
And  eek  ther  was  a  polcat  in  his  hawe, 
That,  as  he  seyde,  his  capoons  hadde 

y-slawe. 
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And  fayn  he  wolde  wreke  hym,  if  he 

myghte, 
On    vermyn,    that    destroyed    hym    by 
nyghte. 
The  pothecarie  answerde,  'And  thou 
shalt  have 
A  thjrng  that,  al  so  God  my  soule  save  ! 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  no  creature,  861 
That  eten  or  dronken  hath  of  this  con- 
fiture, 
Nogfat  but  the  montance  of  a  com  of 

whete, 
That  he  ne  shal  his  lif  anon  forlete  ; 
Ve,  sterve  he  shal,  and  that  in  lasse  while 
Than  thou  wolt  goon  a-jxias  nat  but  a  mile ; 
This  poysoun  is  so  strong  and  violent.* 
This  cursed  man  hath  in  his  bond  y- 
hent 
This  poysoun  in  a  box,  and  sith  he  rail 
Into  the  nexte  strete  unto  a  man,         870 
And  borwcd  hym  large  botelles  thre. 
And  in  the  two  his  poyson  poured  he ; 
The  thridde  he  kepte  clene  for  his  owene 

drynke ; 
For  al  the  nyght  he  shoope  hym  for  to 

swynke 
In  cariynge  of  the  gold  out  of  that  place. 
And  whan  this  notour  with  sory  grace 
Hadde  filled  with  wyn  his  grete  hotels  thrc. 
To  his  felawes  agayn  repaireth  he. 

What  nedcth  it  to  sermone  of  it  moore  ? 

For  right  as  they  hadde  cast  his  deeth 

bifoore,  880 

Right  so  they  ban  hym  slayn,  and  that 

anon. 
And  whan  that  this  was  doon  thus  spak 

that  oon : 
*Now  lat  us  sitte  and  drynke,  and  make 

us  merie, 
And  afterward  we  wol  his  body  bene ' ; 
And  with   that   word   it   happed   hym, 

par  COS t 

To  take  the  hotel  ther  the  po3rsoun  was, 
Aod  drank  and  yaf  his  felawe  drynke  also, 
^or  which  anon  they  storven  bothe  two. 

Bat  certes,  I  suppose  that  Avycen 
Wroot  never  in  no  Canon,  ne  in  no  fen, 
Mo  wonder  signes  of  empoisonyng       891 

89a  fm,  the  Arabic  name  of  the  sections  of 
Avioenna's  Canon. 


Than  hadde  thise  wrecches  two,  er  hir 

endyng. 
Thus  ended  been  thise  homycides  two. 
And  eek  the  false  empoysonere  also. 

O  cursed  synne  of  alle  cursedncsse  ! 
O  traytorous  homycide  !  O  wikkednesse  ! 

0  glotonye,  luxurie,  and  hasardrye  ! 
Thou  blasphemour  of  Crist  with  vileynye, 
And  othes  grete,  of  usage  and  of  pride  ! 
Alias  !  mankynde,  how  may  it  bitide    900 
That   to  thy  Creatour  which   that   thee 

wroghte. 
And  with  his  precious  herte-blood  thee 

boghte, 
Thou  art  so  fals  and  so  unkynde,  alias  ! 

Now,   goode  men,   God   foryeve  yow 

youre  trespas. 
And  ware  yow  fro  the  synne  of  avarice. 
Myn  hooly  pardoun  may  yow  alle  warice. 
So  that  ye  offre  nobles,  or  slerlynges. 
Or  elles  silver  broches,  spoones,  rynges. 
Boweth  youre  heed  under  this  hooly  bulle ! 
Cometh  up,  ye  wyves,  offrelh  of  youre 

wolle !  910 

Youre  names  I  entre  beer  in  my  rolle  anon ; 
Into  the  blisse  of  hevene  shul  ye  gon  ; 

1  yow  assoille  by  myn  heigh  power, — 
Yow  that  wol  offre, — as  clene  and  cek  as 

cleer 
As  ye  were  bom ;   and  lo,  sires,  thus  I 

preche. 
And  Jhesu  Crist,  that  is  oure  soules  leche, 
So  graunte  yow  his  pardoun  to  reccyve  ; 
For  that  is  best  ;  I  wol  yow  nat  dccey  ve. 

*  But,  sires,  o  word  forgat  I  in  my  tale  ; 
I  have  relikes  and  pardoun  in  my  male 
As  faire  as  any  man  in  Engelond,        921 
Whiche  were  me  yeven  by  the  popes  bond. 
If  any  of  yow  wole  of  devocioun 
Offren,  and  ban  myn  absolucioun, 
Com  forth  anon,  and  kneleth  hcere  adoun, 
And  mekely  receyveth  my  pardoun  ; 
Or  elles  taketh  pardoim  as  ye  wende, 
Al  newe  and  fressh  at  every  miles  ende, — 
So  that  ye  offren,  alwey  newe  and  newe, 
Nobles  or  pens,  whiche  that  be  goode 
and  trewe.  930 

It  is  an  honour  to  everich  that  is  beer 
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That  ye  mowc  have  a  suffisant  Pardoneer 
Tassoille  yow  in  conlree  as  ye  ryde, 
For  dventiires  whiche  that  may  bityde. 
raraventurc  ther  may  fallen  oon  or  two 
Doun  of  his  hors  and  breke  his  nekke  atwo ; 
Looke  which  a  seuretec  is  it  to  yow  alle, 
That  I  am  in  youre  fclaweshipe  y-&lle, 
That  may  assoille  yow,  bothe  moore  and 

lasse, 
Whan  that  the  soule  shal  fro  the  body 

])a.sse.  940 

I  rede  that  ourc  Iloost  hecre  shal  bigynnc, 
P'or  he  is  moost  envoluped  in  s)Tine  ! 
Com  forth,  sire  Hoost,  and  oflfire  first  anon, 
And  thou  shalt  kisse  my  relikes  everj'- 

chon, — 
Ye,  for  a  grote !   Unbokele  anon  thy  purs.  * 
*  Nay,  nay,'  quod  he,  *  thanne  have  I 

Cristes  curs  ! 
I^t  be,'qu(xl  he,  *it  shal  nat  be,  so  theech ! 
Thou  woldest  make  me  kisse  thyn  olde 

])reech, 
And  swere  it  were  a  relyk  of  a  seint, 
Though    it    were   with    thy   fundcment 

depeint ;  950 

But,    by    the    croys   which    that    Seint 

Elcyne  fond, 

935.  fallen^  W^falU.       951.  EUyne^  Helena. 


I  woldc  I  hadde  thy  coillons  in  myn  bond 

Instide  of  relikes,  or  of  seintuarie. 

Lat  kutte  hem  off,  I  wol  thee  hclpe  hem 

carie. 
They  shul  be  shryned  in  an  hogges  toord.  * 

This  Pardoner  answerde  nat  a  word  ; 
So  wrooth  he  was  no  word  ne  wolde  he 

seye. 
*  Now,*  quod  ourc  Hoost,  •  I  wol  no 

lenger  pleye 
With  thee,  ne  with  noon  oother  angr)' 

man.* 
But    right    anon    the    worthy    Knyght 

bigan, —  960 

Wlian  that  he  saugh  that  al  the  peple 

lough, — 
*Namoore  of   this,   for    it    is    right 

ynough  ! 
Sire   Pardoner,  be  glad   and   myrie  of 

cheere ; 
And  ye,  sir  Hoost,  that  been  to  me  so 

deere, 
I  prey  yow  that  ye  kisse  the  Pardoner ; 
And  Pardoner,  I  prey  thee  drawe  thee 

neer. 
And  as  we  diden,  lat  us  laughe  and  pleye.* 
Anon  they  kiste  and  ryden  forth  hir  weye. 


GROUP  D 
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*  ExTKRiENCE,  though  noon  auctoritee 
Were  in  this  world,  were  right  ynogh  tome 
To  si  Hike  of  wo  that  is  in  manage  ; 
For,    lordynges,  sith    I  twelf    yccr  was 

ofii^e,— 
V-lhonked  be  Go<l,  thdt  is  eterne  on  lyve  ! 
Ilousl^ondes  at  chirche  dore  I  have  had 

fyve  ; 
For  I  so  ofte  have  y- wedded  bee  ; 

riRoxTp  D.  In  the  Ellesmere  MS.  this  group 
followii  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  but  the  mention 
of  Sittingboume  (1.  847)  shows  that  it  must  come 
after  the  Monk's  Tale  with  its  reference  to 
Rochester. 

6.  at  ckircfu  tiort^  where  the  first  part  of  the 
service  ased  to  be  read. 


And  alle  were  worthy  men  in  hir  degree. 
But  me  was  toold  certeyn,   nat   longe 

agoon  is, 
That  sith  that  Crist  ne  wente  never  but 

onis  10 

To  weddyng,  in  the  Cane  of  Galilee, 
By  the  same  ensample  taughte  he  me 
That  I  ne  sholde  wedded  be  but  ones. 
Herknc,  eek,  which  a  sharpe  word  for 

the  nones, 
Beside  a  welle  Jhesus,  God  and 


13.  Against  this  line  E  has  the  note,  'Qoii 
semel  ivit  ad  nupcias  docuat  seael  cai 
nubendum,'  a  quoution  from  St.  Juoti 
Adversu*  Javimatmmt  a  treatiM  in  fiivoor  of 
chastity,  some  of  the  arguments  in  wbidi  ^ 
Wife  01  Bath  from  here  to  line  laS  takes  up  and 
inverts  or  combats. 
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k  in  repreeve  of  the  Samaritan  : 
hou  hast  y-had  fyvehousbondes,"  quod 

he, 
jid  that  ilk  man  the  which  that  hath 

now  thee 
loght  thyn  housbonde '' ;  thus  seyde 

he  certeyn. 
at  that  he  mente  therby,   I  kan  nat 

seyn ;  ao 

that  I  axe,  why  the  fifthe  man 
s  noon  housbonde  to  the  Samaritan  ? 
w  manye  myghte  she  have  in  manage  ? 
herde  I  never  tellen,  in  myn  age, 
}n  this  nombre  diffinidoun. 
n  maydevyne,  and  glosen  up  and  doun, 
wel  I  woot,  expres,  withoute  lye, 
I  bad  us  for  to  wexe  and  multiplye  ; 
it  gentil  text  kan  I  wel  understonde. 
:,  wel  I  woot,  he  seyde  myn  housbonde 
Ide  lete  fader  and  mooder,  and  take 

me;  31 

of  DO  nombre  mencioun  made  he, 
bigamye,  or  of  octogamye ; 
y  sholde  men  speke  of  it  vileynye. 
Lo,    heere    the     wise    kyng     daun 

Salomon ; 
owe  he  hadde  wyves  mo  than  oon  ; 
wolde  God,  it  leveful  were  to  me 
be  refresshed  half  so  ofte  as  he  ! 
ich  yifte  of  God  hadde  he  for  alle  his 

wyvys  I 
man  hath  swich  that  in  this  world 

al3rve  is.  40 

I  woot,  this  noble  kyng,  as  to  my  wit, 
:  firste  nyght  had  many  a  myrie  Rt 
h  ech  of  hem,  so  wel  was  hym  on  lyve. 
Y-blessed  be  God,  that  I  have  wedded 

fyve ! 
Icome  the  sixte,  whan  that  ever  he  shal, 
sothe  I  wol  nat  kepe  me  chaast  in  al. 
an  myn  housbonde  is  fro  the  world 

1  cristen  man  shal  wedde  me  anon  ; 
thanne,  thapostle  seith,  I  am  free 
wedde,  a  Goddes  half,  where  it  liketh 
me.  50 

stith  to  be  wedded  is  no  synne  ; 
et  is  to  be  wedded  than  to  brynne." 


.  a  CctUUa  ht^f,  on  God's  part,  i.t.  with  His 
eat. 


What  rekketh  me  thogh  folk  seye  vileynye 
Of  shrewed  Lameth,  and  his  bigamye  ? 
I  woot  wel  Abraham  was  an  hooly  man, 
And  Jacob  eek,  as  ferforth  as  I  kan, 
And  ech  of  hem  hadde  wyves  mo  than  two, 
And  many  another  holy  man  also. 
Whanne  saugh  ye  ever  in  any  manere  age 
That  hye  God  defended  mariage  60 

By  expres  word  ?  I  pray  you  telleth  me  ; 
Or  where  comanded  he  virginitee  ? 
I  woot  as  wel  as  ye,  it  is  no  drede, 
Thapostel  whan  he  speketh  of  mayden- 

hede. 
He  seyde  that  precept  ther-of  hadde  he 

noon. 
Men  may  conseille  a  womman  to  been 

oon. 
But  conseillyng  is  nat  comandcment. 
He  putte  it  in  oure  owene  juggement ; 
For  hadde  God  comanded  maydenhede 
Thanne  hadde  he  dampned  weddyng  with 

the  dede ;  70 

And  certein,  if  ther  were  no  seed  y-sowc, 
Virginitee,  wher-of  thanne  sholde  it  growe? 
Poul  dorste  nat  comanden,  atte  leeste, 
A  thyng  of  which  his  maister  yaf  noon 

heeste. 
The  dart  is  set  up  of  virginitee, 
Cacche  who  so  may,  who  rennelh  best 

lat  see  ! 
*  But  this  word  is  nat  taken  of  every 

wight, 
But  ther  as  God  lust  yive  it  of  his  myght. 
I  woot  wel  that  the  Apostel  was  a  maydc, 
But  nathelees,  thogh  that  he  wroot  and 

sayde  80 

He  wolde  that  every  wight  were  swich 

•     as  he, 
Al  nys  but  conseil  to  virginitee ; 
And  for  to  been  a  wyf  he  yaf  me  leve 
Of  indulgence,  so  it  is  no  repreve 
To  wedde  me,  if  that  my  make  dye, 
Withouten  excepcioun  of  bigamye, 
Al   were   it   good   no   womman   for   to 

touche, — 
He  mente  as  in  his  bed  or  in  his  couchc  ; 
For  peril  is  bothe  fyr  and  tow  tassemblc  ; 
Ye    knowe    what    this    ensample    may 

resemble.  90 

This  is  al  and  som,  he  helde  virginitee 
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Moore  profiteth  than  weddyng  in  fireletee  ; 
Freeltee  clepe  I,  but  if  that  he  and  she 
Wolde  leden  al  hir  lyf  in  chastitee. 

*  I  graunte  it  wel  I  have  noon  envie 
Thogh  maydenhede  preferre  bigamye  : 
Hem  liketh  to  be  clene,  body  and  goost. 
Of  myn  estaat  I  nyl  nat  make  no  boost, 
For  wel  ye  knowe  a  lord  in  his  houshold 
He  nath  nat  every  vessel  al  of  gold  ;    100 
Somme    been    of   tree,    and    doon    hir 

lord  servyse. 
God  clepeth  folk  to  hym  in  sondry  wyse, 
And  everich  hath  of  God  a  propre  )afte, 
Som  this,  som    that,   as  hym  liketh   to 

shifte. 

*  Virginitee  is  greet  perfeccioun. 
And  continence  eek,  with  devocioun  ; 
But  Crist,  that  of  perfeccioun  is  welle, 
Bad  nat  every  wight  sholde  go  selle 

All  that  he  hadde  and  yive  it  to  the  poore, 
And  in  swich  wise  folwe  hym  and  his  foore. 
He  spak  to  hem  that  wolde  lyve  parfitly, 
And,  lordynges,  by  youre  leve,  that  am 

nat  I. 
I  wol  bistowe  the  flour  of  al  myn  age 
In  the  actes  and  in  fruyt  of  manage. 

*  Telle  me  also,  to  what  conclusioun 
Were  membres  maad  of  generacioun. 
And    for    what    profit     was     a     wight 

y-wroght  ? 
Trusteth  right  wel,  they  were  nat  maad 

for  noght. 
Glose  who  so  wole,  and  seye  bothe  up 

and  doun, 
That  they  were  makyd  for  purgacioun  lao 
Of  uryne,  and  oure  bothe  thynges  smale 
Were  eek  to  knowe  a  femele  from  a  male, 
And  for  noon  oother  cause, — sey  ye  no  ? 
The  experience  woot  wel  it  is  noght  so ; 
So  that  the  clerkes  be  nat  with  me  wrothe, 
I  sey  this,  that  they  beth  maked  for  bothe  ; 
This  is  to  seye,  for  office,  and  for  ese 
Of  cngendrure,  ther  we  nat  God  displese. 
Why  sholde  men  elles  in  hir  bookes  sette 
That  man  shal  yelde  to  his  wyf  hire  dette  ? 
Now   wher-with    sholde   he    make    his 

paiement,  Z31 

If  he  nc  used  his  sely  instrument  ? 
Thanne  were  they  maad  upon  a  creature, 
9a.  profiUtkt  "A^parfit. 


To  purge  uryne  and  eek  for  engendrure. 

*  But  I  seye  noght  that  every  wight  i; 

holde, 
That  hath  swich  hameys  as  I  to  yow  tolde 
To  goon  and  usen  hem  in  engendrure,— 
Thanne  shuld  men  take  of  chastitee  nc 

cure. 
Crist  was  a  mayde  and  shapen  as  a  man 
And  many  a  seint  sith   that  the  work 

bigan,  i4« 

Yet  lyved  they  ever  in  parfit  chastitee. 
I  nyl  nat  envye  no  virginitee  ; 
Lat  hem  be  breed  of  pured  whete  seed. 
And  lat  us  wyves  hoten  barly  breed. 
And  yet  with  barly  breed  Mark  telle  kai: 
Oure  Lord  Jhesu  relresshed  many  a  man. 

*  In  swich  estaat  as  God  hath  cleped  us, 
I  wol  persevere,  I  nam  nat  predus ; 

In  wyfhode  I  wol  use  myn  instrument 
As  frely  as  my  Makere  hath  it  sent     x$( 
If  I  be  daungerous,  God  yeve  me  sorwe ; 
Myn  housbonde  shal  it  have  bothe  eve 

and  morwe, 
Whan  that  hym  list  com  forth  and  payc 

his  dette. 
An  housbonde  I  wol  have,  I  nyl  nat  lette, 
Which  shal  be  bothe  my  dettour  and  mj 

thral, 
And  have  his  tribuladoun  withal 
Upon  his  flessh,  whil  that  I  am  his  wyf. 
I  have  the  power,  durynge  al  my  lyf. 
Upon  his  propre  body,  and  noght  he. 
Right  thus  the  Apostel  tolde  it  unto  me,  160 
And  bad  oure  housbondes  for  to  love  us 

weel ; 
Al  this  sentence  me  liketh  every  decL' 

Up  stirte  the  Pardoner,  and  that  anon; 
*Now,  dame,'  quod  he,  *by  God  and 

by  Seint  John  I 
Ye  been  a  noble  prechour  in  this  cas. 
I  was  aboute  to  wedde  a  wyf,  alias ! 
What,  sholde  I  bye  it  on  my  Bessh  so 

deere  ? 
Yet  hadde  I  levere  wedde  no  wyf  to-jeere!* 
*Abyde,*  quod  she,   *my  tak  is  n»t 

bigonne.  169 

Nay,  thou  shalt  drynken  of  another  tonne 
£r  that  I  go,  shal  savoure  wors  than  ale; 
And  whan  that  I  have  toold  thee  fofth 

my  tale 
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ibulacioun  in  manage, 
hich  I  am  expert  in  al  myn  age, — 
to  seyn,  my  self  have   been   the 

whippe, — 
\  maystow  chese  wheither  thou  wolte 

sippe 
lilke  tonne  that  I  shal  abroche. 
'ar  of  it,  er  thou  to  ny  approche, 
[  shal  tell  ensamples  mo  than  ten, 
losothat  nyl  be  war  by  otheremen,  x8o 
ym  shul  othere  men  corrected  be  "  ; 
same  wordes  writeth  Ptholomee  ; 
:  in  his  Almageste  and  take  it  there.* 
>ame,  I  wolde  praye  yow,  if  youre 

wyl  it  were,* 
e  this  Pardoner,  '  as  ye  bigan 
:  forth  youre  tale ;  spareth  for  no  man, 
teche  us  yonge  men  of  youre  prak- 

tikc.* 
rlidly,  sires,  sith  it  may  yow  like  ; 
^et  I  praye  to  al  this  compaignye. 
It  I  speke  after  my  &ntasye,         190 
iketh  not  agrief  of  that  I  seye, 
myn  entente  is  nought  but  for  to 

pleye. 
Tow,  sire,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my 

tale. 
lex  moote  I  drynken  wyn  or  ale, 
d  seye  sooth,  of  housbondes  that  I 

badde, 
hre  of  hem  were  goode,  and  two 

were  badde. 
thre  were  goode  men  and  riche,  and 

olde ; 
Jthe  myghte  they  the  statut  holde 
lich  that  they  were  bounden  unto  me ; 
oot  wel  what  I  meene  of  this,  pardeet 
;lp  me  God,  I  laughe  whan  I  thynkc 
pitouslya-nyght  Imadehemswynke ! 
by  my  fey,  I  tolde  of  it  no  stoor  ; 
had  me  yiven  hir   lond  and   hir 

tresoor, 
eded  nat  do  lenger  diligence 
ynne  hir  love,  or  doon  hem  rever- 
ence ; 
loved  me  so  wel,  by  God  above, 

Ptkohmte.     No  one  has  yet  verified  the 
Kxs  to  the  Almagest  here  and  in  1.  334. 
sires^  l^i  qtted  tcht. 
land,  Eghkt, 


That  I  ne  tolde  no  deyntee  of  hir  love  ! 
A  wys  womman  wol  sette  hire,  ever  in 


oon, 


209 


To  gete  hire  love  ther  as  she  hath  noon  ; 
But  sith  I  hadde  hem  hoolly  in  myn  bond, 
And  sith  they  hadde  me  yeven  all  hir  lond, 
What  sholde  I  taken  heede  hem  for  to 

plese. 
But  it  were  for  my  profit  and  myn  ese  ? 
I  sette  hem  so  a  werke,  by  my  fey. 
That  many  a  nyght  they  songen  **  weil- 

awey  ! " 
The  bacoun  was  nat  fet  for  hem,  I  trowe, 
That  som  men  ban  in  Essexe  at  Dun- 
mo  we.  218 
I  governed  hem  so  wel  after  my  lawe, 
That  ech  of  hem  ful  blisfiil  was  and  fa  we 
To  brynge  me  gaye  thynges  fro  the  fayre  ; 
They  were  fill  glad  whan  I  spak  to  hem 

faire. 
For,  God  it  woot,  I  chidde  hem  spitously. 
*Now  herkneth  how  I  baar  me  pro- 
prely. 
Ye  wise  wyves  that  lean  understonde. 

*  Thus  shul  ye  speke,  and  beren  hem 

on  honde; 
For  half  so  boldely  kan  ther  no  man 
Swere  and  lye  as  a  womman  kan. 
I  sey  nat  this  by  wyves  that  been  wyse, 
But  if  it  be  whan  they  hem  mysavyse.  230 
I -wis  a  wyf,  if  that  she  kan  hir  good, 
Shal  bere  hym  on  bond  the  cow  is  wood. 
And  take  witnesse  of  hir  owene  mayde 
Of  hir  assent ;  but  herkneth  how  I  sayde. 

*  Sire,  olde  kaynard,  is  this  Ihyn  array? 
Why  is  my  neighebores  wyf  so  gay  ? 
She  is  honoured  over  al  ther  she  gooth  ; 
I  sitte  at  boom,  I  have  no  thrifty  clooth. 
What  dostow  at  my  neighebores  hous  ? 
Is  she  so  fair  ?  artow  so  amorous  ?       340 
What  rowne  ye  with  oure  mayde  ?  Beftc- 

dicite  ! 

200.  sette^  W  bisy. 

318.  Dunmorye.  The  Dunmow  flitch  is  still 
given  as  a  prize  to  a  husband  and  wife  who 
have  never  quarrelled. 

232.  coWf  chough  or  jackdaw,  the  reference 
being  to  a  tale  like  the  Manciple's. 

835.  From  here  to  1.  j^s  Chaucer  takes  his 
text  from  a  fragment  of  Theophrastus,  De  Nu/>- 
tits,  preserved  in  ff  313,  314  of  St.  Jerome's 
treatise  against  Jovinian. 
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Sire,  oUle  Iccchour,  lat  thy  japes  be  I 
And  if  1  have  a  gossib  or  a  fireend, 
Wiihouten  gilt  thou  chidest  as  a  feend, 
If  that  I  walke  or  pleye  unto  his  hous. 
Thou  comest  hoom  as  dronken  as  a  mous 
And   prechest   on  thy  bench  with  yvel 

preef : 
Thou  seist  to  me  it  is  a  greet  meschief 
To  weilde  a  poure  womman  for  costage ; 
And  if  she  be  riche  and  of  heigh  parage,  950 
Thanne  seistow  it  is  a  tormentrie 
To  suftVc  hire  pride  and  hire  malencolie  ; 
And   if  that  she  be  faire,   thou  verray 

knave, 
Thou  seyst  that  ever)*  holour  wol  hire 

have  ; 
She  may  no  while  in  chastitec  abyde 
That  is  assailled  upon  eche  syde. 

*Thou  se>*st   som   folk  desire  us  for 

richessc, 
Somme  for  oure  shape,  somme  for  cure 

fairnesse, 
And   som  for   she  kan  either  synge  or 

daunce, 
And  som  for  gentillesse,  and  daliaunce, 
Som    for    hir    handes,    and    hir    armes 

smalo, —  a6i 

Thus  goth  al  to  the  devel  by  thy  tale  ! 
riiou  scyst  men  may  nat  kepe  a  castel  wal, 
It  may  so  longe  assailleil  been  over  al. 

*  And  if  that  she  be  foul,  ihou  seist 

thai  she 
Coveiieth  every  man  that  she  may  se, 
For  as  a  sjuynel  she  wol  on  hym  lejxr, 
Til  that  she  fyndc  som  man  hire  to  choix; ; 
Xc  noon  st>  grey  a  pH>s  gtH>ih  in  the  lake, 
As,  seislcnv,  wol  iK'on  witlumte  make;  270 
And  seyst  it  is  an  hard  thyng  for  to  welde 
A  thyng  that  no  man  wole,  his  thankcs, 

heldc. 
Thus  seistow,  lorel,  whan  thow  gcwst  to 

l)cdde, 
And  that  no  wys  man  nedeth  for  towedde, 
N'e  no  man  that  entendeth  unto  hevene. 
With  wilde  thonder  dynt  and  firy  levene 
Mootc  thy  welkcd  nekke  be  to-broke  ! 

*  Tlnjw   scyst    that  droppyng   houses, 

and  eek  smoke, 
And  chidyng  wyvcs,  makcn  men  to  flee 
Out  of  hir  owcnc  hous,  a !  hfttidiciUe  !  380 


What  eyleth  swich  an  old  man  for  to 
chide  ? 

*  Thow  seyst  we  wyvcs  wol  oure  vices 

hide 
Til  we  be  fast,  and  thanne  we  wol  hem 

shewe, — 
Wei  may  that  be  a  proverbe  of  a  shrewe. 

*  Thou  seist  that  oxen,  asses,  hois,  and 

houndes. 
They  been  assayed  at  diverse  stoondes ; 
Basyns,  lavoures,  er  that  men  hem  bye, 
Spoones  and  stooles,  and  al  swich  hous- 

bondrye. 
And  so  been  pottes,  clothes,  and  array ; 
But  folk  of  wyves  maken  noon  assay  390 
Til  they  be  wedded,— olde  dotard  shrewe ! 
Thanne,  seistow,  we  wol  oure  vices  shewe. 

*  Thou  seist  also  that  it  displeseth  me 
But  if  that  thou  wolt  preyse  my  beautee, 
And  but  thou  poure  alwey  upon  my  fiux, 
And  depe  me  *' faire  dkme"  in  every 

place; 
And  but  thou  make  a  feeste  on  thilke  day 
That  I  was  bom,  and  make  me  fressh 

and  gay; 
And  but  thow  do  to  my  norice  honour, 
And    to    my   chamberere  withinne  my 

bour,  y» 

And  to  my  £ulres  folk  and  his  allyes, — 
Thus  seistow,  olde  barelful  of  lyes ! 

*  And  yet  of  oure  apprentice  Janekyn, 
For  his  crispe  heer,  shynynge  as  gold  so 

fyn, 
And  for  he  squiereth  me  bothe  up  and 

doun, 
\'et  hastow  caught  a  fids  suspeckran, — 
I  wol  hym  noght,  thogh  thou  were  deed 

to-morwe  ! 

*  But  tel  me  this,  why  hydestow  with 

sorwe 
The  keyes  of  thy  cheste,  awey  firo  me? 
It  is  my  good,  as  wel  as  thyn,  pardtel 
What  !  wenestow  make  an  ydiot  of  ouie 

dame  ?  yi 

Now,  by  that  lord  that  called  is  Sdnt 

Jame, 
Thou  shalt  nat  bothe,  thogh  thou  were 

wood, 
Be   maister  of  my   body,   and    of  iny 

good; 
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n  thou  iball  forgo,  maugrec  Ibjrne 

3  enqnerc  or 

I  Ihy 
chislc ; 
fiiou  shoUieal  seye,  "  Wjf,  go  whet  thee 

T]cal  foure  dispoil,  I  wol  nat  leve   no 
t&Iy«S, 
■re  ytiwlbra  licwi-  *yf,  dame  Alys." 
Dvt>  mi  mail   that  laketh  kepc,  01 

T  that  we  goon  ;  we  wol  ben  al  nut 
Ulgt 
|Or«IIi  tncn  y-blessed  mool  h«  be, 
le  MtTolo^eD,  Daon  Ptholoine, 
II  kdth  this  proverbe  in  his  Almageste, 

~  ~       a  his  wysdom  is  the  hyestc 
t  ickkcih  nevct  who  hath  the  world 
in  honde." 
s  provctbc  Ihou  shall  umJcrslonde, 
'    1)  yno^,  what  thar  thee  lecche 

IT  iBjnily  that  otheie  folkes  fore  ?  3J0 
ruyn,  oldc  dotard,  by  youre  leva, 
il  have  qucynlc  right  yni^h  at  eve. 
U>  greet  a  nygatd  that  wolde  wernc 
taan  xa  lighte  hU  candle  st  his  laoteitie, 
;r  Ihe  lasse  light,  pardtc  ! 
(  IImu  inogh,  ihce  thar  nat  plcyrn; 
thee. 
■Than  SKpX  alio,  that  if  we  make  as 

wr 

h  dotbyng,  and  wilh  precibns  attay, 
'  k  b  pcfil  of  uiirc  chastilce  ; 

I  jrvt  wlih  Kiiwe  ihou  most  enforce 
thee.  3^ 

I  aeyc  ihise  wordcs  in  ihe  Apostlei 


B-**  Aad  EK^ht  in  Ucsstd  hcci,  and  gay 

rL-  ■iih  Bold,  ne  clothes  riche. " 
lit,  ne  aflvr  Ihy  tubrichc, 
'ifdw  an  muchel  as  a  giuu. 
[-  Tkn  Kyilnt  Ihiii,  llial  I  was  [yk  a  <sX  \ 
L  h  vhuio  m-Mc  scngc  a  cntte^  ikyn. 


Thanue  wolde  the  cat  wiil  dwetlen  in  hi 

And  if  the  catlis  skyn  be  slyk  and  gay. 
She  wal  nal  dwells  in  housi  half  a  day ; 
But  forth  she  wole,  et  any  day  be  dawed 
To  shcwe  hir  skyn,  and  goon  a-calei 

This  is  to  scye,  if  I  be  gay,  sire  shtewe, 

I  wol  renne  out  my  borel  for  10  shewe. 

'  Sire,  oldi  ibol,  what  eylelh  thee  I 

Thogh     Ihoii     preye     Argus    with    hi 

hundred  cyen 
To  be  my  watdecors,  as  he  kan  best, 
In  fcith,  he  shal  nat  kepe  me  but  m 

lest;  ^ 

Vet  koude  I  make  his  berd,  s 


Iheel 


'Thou   seydcst   eek,   that   Jher  bee 

ibynges  Ihre 
The  whiche  ihyngts  ttoublcnal  thiserth< 
And  that  no  wight  ne  may  endure  Ih 

fertbe. 
O  leeve  sire  shiewi,  Jhesn  shortc  Ihy  ly* 
Yet  prechestow  and  seyst  an  hateful  wy 
Y-rekened  is  for  oon  of  Ihise  meschence 
Been  ther  none  othere  of  thy  resemblance 
That  ye  may  likne  youre  parables  unto, 
But  if  a  sely  wyf  be  oon  of  tho  ?  j, 

'Thou    likeuest    wommenes   love    I 

belle. 
To  liarc>Tie  lord,   ther   water  mny  ni 

Thou  liknest  it  also  lo  wilde  lyr, 

The  niooie  it  brenneth  the  moorc  it  hat 

To  consumen  every  Ibyng  that  breni  wol 

be; 
Tbouscysl,  tight  as  wormes  shendc  a  tro 
Right  so  a  wyf  destroyeth  hire  housbond 
This   knowe   Ibcy   that   been  to  wyvi 

Lotdynges,    right    thus   as   ye   hai 
undcrslonde 
Baar  I  stifly  mync  o!de  houshondes  t 

That  Ihus  they  seyden  in  hir  dtonkenessc 
And  al  was  fals,  but  that  I  look  witnes 

3J7.  tyUlk.  H'  trWiM.  ~ 

361-  makt  kh  I^r4.  cbca 


r;'l 


383-453 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES 


GROUP  D 


On  Janekyn,  and  on  my  nece  also. 

0  Lord,  the  peyne  I  dide  hem  and  the  wo ! 
Ful  giltelecs,  by  Goddes  sweete  pyne  ! 
For  as  an  hors  I  koude  bjrte  and  whyne ; 

1  koude  pleyne,  thogh  I  were  in  the  gih, 
Or  elles  often  tyme  hadde  I  been  spilt. 

*  Who  so  first  Cometh  to  the  mille  first 

grynt'; 
I  pleyned  first,  so  was  oure  werre  y-stynt ; 
They  were  ful  glad  to  excusen  hem  ful 

blyve  391 

Of  thyng  of  which  they  never  agilte  hir 

lyve. 
Of  wenches  wolde   I   beren  hem  on 

honde, 
Whan  that  for  syk  unnethes  myghte  thay 

stonde  ; 
Yet  tikled  it  his  herte,  for  that  he 
Wende   that   I  hadde  of  hym  so  greet 

chiertec  ! 
I  swoor   that   al  my  walkynge  out  by 

nyghte 
Was  for  tespye  wenches  that  he  dighte. 
Under  that  colour  hadde  I  many  a  myrthe, 
For  al  swich  witte  is  yeven  us  in  oure 

byrthe, —  400 

Deceite,  wepyng,  spynnyng,   God   hath 

yive 
To  wommen  kyndely  whil  they  may  lyve  ; 
And  thus  of  o  thyng  I  avaunte  me, 
Atte  ende  I  hadde  the  bettre  in  ech  de- 
gree,— 
By  sleighle,  or  force,  or  by  som  maner 

thyng. 
As  by  continued  murmure  or  grucchyng. 
Namely  abedde  hadden  they  meschaunce  ; 
Ther  wolde    I   chide   and   do   hem   no 

plesaunce ; 
I  wolde  no  Icnger  in  the  bed  abyde, 
If  that  I  felte  his  arm  over  my  syde,    4x0 
Til  he  had  maad  his  raunsoun  unto  me  ; 
Thanne    wolde    I    suffre    hym   do    his 

nycetce ; 
And  therforc  every  man  this  tale  I  telle, — 
Wynne  who  so  may,  for  al  is  for  to  selle  ; 
With  empty  hand  men  may  none  haukes 

lure. 
For  w)'nnyng  wolde  I  al  his  lust  endure 

389.  From  H ;   Henfi;.*   Whoso  that  first  to 
tnylU  comtk  first  grynt. 


And  make  me  a  feyned  appetit, 

And  yet  in  bacoun  hadde  I  never  delit ; 

That  made  me  that  ever  I  wolde  hem 

chide ; 
For  thogh  the  pope  hadde  seten  hem 

biside  430 

I  wolde  nat  spare  hem  at  hir  owene  bord, 
For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  quitte  hem  word 

for  word. 
As  helpe  me  verray  God  omnipotent, 
Though  I  right  now  sholde  make  my 

testament, 
I  ne  owe  hem  nat  a  word  that  it  nys  quit 
I  broghte  it  so  aboute  by  my  wit 
That  they  moste  yeve  it  up  as  for  the 

beste, 
Or  elles  hadde  we  never  been  in  reste ; 
For  thogh  he  looked  as  a  wood  leoun, 
Yet  sholde  he  fisiille  of  his  conclusioun. 
Thanne   wolde   I  seye,    'Goode  lief, 

taak  keepe, —  431 

How    mekely    looketh    Wilkyn,    cure 

sheepe ! 
Com  neer,  my  spouse,  lat  me  ba  thy 

cheke  ; 
Ye  sholde  been  al  paclent  and  meke, 
And  han  a  sweete,  spiced  constience, 
Sith  ye  so  preche  of  Jobes  padfence. 
Suffreth  alwey,  syn  ye  so  wel  kan  preche. 
And,  but  ye  do,  certein  we   shal  yow 

tcche 
That  it  is  iaxt  to  have  a  wyf  in  pees. 
Oon  of  us  two  moste  bowen,  doutekes. 
And  sith  a  man  is  moore  resonable      441 
Than  womman  is,  ye  moste  been  suf&able. 
Wliat  eyleth  yow  to  grucche  thus  and 

grone? 
Is  it  for  ye  wolde  have  my  queynte  allone  ? 
Wy,  taak  it  al  I  lo,  have  it  every  deel ! 
Peter  !  I   shrewe  yow,    but  ye  love  it 

weel ; 
For  if  I  wolde  selle  my  bele  chose 
I  koude  walke  as  fres^  as  is  a  roGC ; 
But  I  wol  kepe  it  for  youre  owene  tooth. 
Ye  be  to  blame,  by  God  I  I  sey  3row  sooth.' 
Swiche   manere   wordes  hadde    we   on 

honde.  451 

Now   wol   I    speken  of  my  foartfae 

housbonde. 
My  fourthe  housbonde  was  a  revelour ; 
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is  to  seyn,  he  hadde  a  paramour  ; 
I  was  yoDg  and  ful  of  ragerye, 
ume  and  strong  and  joly  as  a  pye. 
icoude  I  daunce  to  an  harpe  smale, 
synge,  y-wis,  as  any  nyghtyngale, 
1  I  had  dronke  a  draughte  of  sweete 

wyn. 
^telllus,  the  foule  cherl,  the  s¥ryn !  460 
with  a  staf  birafte  his  wyf  hire  lyf, 
he  drank  wyn  ;  thogh  I  hadde  been 

his  wyf 
lolde  nat  han  daunted  me  fro  drynke ! 
after  wyn  on  Venus  moste  I  thynke, 
.1  so  siker  as  cold  engendreth  hayl, 
srousmouth  moste  hanalikeroustayl. 
)nunen  vinolent  is  no  defence, — 
knowen  lecchours  by  experience, 
t.  Lord  Crist !  whan  that  it  remem- 

breth  me 
.  my  yowthe,  and  on  my  jolitee,    470 
leth  me  aboute  myn  herte  roote  ! 
this  day  it  dooth  myn  herte  boote 
I  have  had  my  world,  as  in  my  tyme. 
ige,  alias  !  that  al  wole  envenymc, 
mc  biraft  my  beautee  and  my  pith, — 
o,  fare  wel,  the  devel  go  therwith  ! 
knir  is  goon,  ther  is  namoore  to  telle, 
>ren,  as  I  best  kan,  now  moste  I  selle ; 
ct  to  be  right  myrie  wol  I  fonde. 
wol  I  tellen  of  myfourthe  housbonde. 
eye  I  hadde  in  herte  greet  despit   481 
he  of  any  oother  had  delit ; 
le  was  quit,  by  God,  and  by  Seint 

Joce ! 
le  hym  of  the  same  wode  a  croce. 
>f  my  body  in  no  foul  manere, 
erteinly  I  made  folk  swich  cheere, 
in  his  owene  grece  I  made  hym  frye 
ngre,  and  for  verray  jalousye. 
od,  in  erthe  I  was  his  purgatorie, 
-hich  I  hope  his  soule  be  in  glorie !  490 
rod  it  woot,  he  sat  fill  ofte  and  song 
i  that  his  shoo  fill  bitterly  hym  wrong. 
was  no  wight  save  God  and  he  that 

wiste 
iny  wise  how  soore  I  hym  twiste. 


MeUUtMS.    The  itory  is  from  Valerius 
lus,  Bk.  vi.  ch.  3. 

S*int  Joctt    S^nt   Judocus,    a    Breton 
of  the  7th  ccntnry. 

M  161 


He  deyde  whan  I  cam  fro  Jerusalem, 
And  lith  y-grave  under  the  roode  beem, 
Al  is  his  lombe  noght  so  curyus 
As  was  the  sepulcre  of  hym  Daryus, 
Which  that  Appelles  wroghte  subtilly  ; 
It  nys  but  wast  to  burye  hym  preciously,  soo 
Lat  hym  fare  wel,  God  yeve  his  soule  reste, 
He  is  now  in  his  grave  and  in  his  cheste  ! 
Now  of  my  fifthe  housbonde  wol  I  telle. 
God  lete  his  soule  never  come  in  hclle  ! 
And  yet  was  he  to  me  the  mooste  shrewe ; 
That  feele  I  on  my  ribbcs  al  by  rewe. 
And  ever  shal,  unto  myn  endyng  day  ; 
But  in  oure  bed  he  was  so  fressh  and  gay  ; 
And  iherwithal  so  wel  koude  he  me  glose, 
Whan  that  he  wolde  han  my  bele  chose, 
That  thogh  he  hadde  me  bet  on  every  bon, 
He  koude  wynne  agayn  my  love  anon. 
I  trowe  I  loved  hym  beste  for  that  he 
Was  of  his  love  daungerous  to  me. 
We  wommen  han,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye, 
In  this  matere  a  queynte  fantasye  ; 
Wayte  !  what  thyng  we  may  nat  lightly 

have 
Ther-after  wol  we  crie  al  day  and  crave. 
Forbede  us  thyng,  and  that  desiren  we  ; 
Preesse  on  us  faste  and  thanne  wol  we  fle. 
With  daunger  oute  we  al  oure  chaffare ;  521 
Greet  prees  at  market  maketh  deere  ware, 
And  to  greet  cheepe  is  holde  at  litel  prys ; 
This  knoweth  every  womman  that  is  wys. 
My  fifthe   housbonde,  God  his  soule 

blesse  ! 
Which   that    I    took   for    love,   and   no 

richesse. 
He  somtyme  was  a  clerk  of  Oxenford, 
And  hadde  left  scole  and  wente  at  honi 

to  bord 
With  my  gossib,  dwellynge  in  oure  loun  ; 
God  have  hir  soule,  hir  name  was  Alisoun. 
She  knew  my  herte,  and  eek  my  privetee, 
Bet  than  oure  parisshe  preest,  as  moot 

I  thee. 
To  hire  biwreyed  I  my  conseil  al, 
For  hadde  myn  housbonde  pissed  on  a 

wal, 


498.  Daryus.  The  tomb  which  Apelles  wrought 
for  Darius  by  Alexander's  order  is  described  in 
the  6th  book  of  the  AUxandreis  of  Gualtier  de 
LUle. 
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Or  dcxm  a  th)Tig  that  sholde  han  cost  his 

lyf. 

To  hire,  and  to  another  worthy  H-yf, 
And  lo  my  nece,  which  that  I  loved  weel, 
I  wolde  han  toold  his  conseil  every  deel ; 
And  so  I  dide  ful  often,  God  it  woot, 
That  made  his  face  ful  often  reed  and  hoot 
For  verray  shame,  and  blamed  h)'mself, 

for  he  541 

I  lad  toold  to  me  so  greet  a  pry  vet  ee. 
And  so  bifel  that  ones  in  a  Lente, 
So  often  tymes  I  to  my  gossyb  wente, — 
For  ever  yet  I  loved  lo  be  gay, 
And  for  to  ^^-alke  in  March,  Averill  and 

May, 
Fro  hous  to  hous  to  heere  sondry  taly?, — 
That  Jankyn  clerk,  and  my  gossyb  dame 

Alys 
And  I  myself  into  the  feeldes  wente. 
Myn  housbonde  was  at  London  al  that 

Lente ;  550 

I  hadde  the  l>ettre  leyser  for  to  pleye, 
And  fi)r  to  se,  and  eek  for  to  Ixi  seye 
Of  lusty  folk.     What  wiste  I  wher  my 

grace 
Was  shapen  for  to  l)e,  or  in  what  place  ? 
Therfore  I  made  my  Wsitaciouns 
To  vigilies  and  to  processiouns. 
To  prechyng  eek,  and  to  thise  pilgrimages, 
To  plcyes  of  myracles,  and  to  manages, 
And  were<l  iijwn  my  gaye  scarlet  gytes. 
Thisc  wormes,  ne  thise  motthes,  ne  thise 

mytes,  560 

UiM)n  my  iwril  frele  hem  never  a  deel. 
An<l  woslow  wliy  ?     For  they  were  used 

wcel. 
Now  wol  I  lellen  forth  what  happed  me. 
I  seyc  that  in  the  feeldes  walked  we, 
Till  trewcly  we  hadde  swich  daliance, 
This  clerk  and  I,  that  of  my  purveiance 
I  sjxik  to  hym.and  seyde  hym  how  that  he. 
If  I  were  wydwe,  sholde  wedde  me  ; 
For  ccrteinly, — I  sey  for  no  bobance, — 
\'et  was  I  never  withouten  purveiance 
()i  mariage,  nof  othere  thynges  eek.     571 
I  holde  a  mouses  herte  nat  worth  a  leek 
Tliat  liath  but  oon  hole  for  to  slerlc  lo. 
And  if  that  faille,  thanne  is  al  y-do. 
T  bar  hym  on  honde  he  hadde  enchanted 


nic,  — 


My  dame  taughte  me  that  soutiltee, — 
And  eek  I  seyde,  I  mette  of  hym  al  njrghi 
He  woldc  han  slayn  me  as  I  lay  up  righi 
And  al  my  bed  wtis  ful  of  verray  blood  ; 
But  yet  I  hope  that  he  shal  do  me  good,  ^ 
For  blood  bitokeneth  gold,  as  me  wa 

taught ; 
And  al  was  fals,   I  dremed  of  it  righ 

naught, 
But  I  folwed  ay  my  dames  loore, 
As  wel  of  this  as  of  othere  thynges  moore 
But  now,  sire, — lat  me  se, — what 

shal  seyn  ? 
A  ha  !  by  Gdd,  I  have  my  tale  ageyn. 
Whan  that  my  fourthe  housbonde  wa. 

on  beere 
I  weepte  algate  and  made  sory  cheere, 
As  wyves  mooten,  for  it  is  usage, 
And    with   my   coverchief   covered    m; 

visage;  59 

But,  for  that  I  was  purveyed  of  a  make, 

I  wepte  but  smal,  and  that  I  undertake 

To  chirche  was  myn  housbonde  bon 

a-morwe 
With  neighebores,  that  for  hym  made 

sorwe, 
And  Jankyn,  oure  clerk,  was  oon  of  tho 
As  help  me  God,  whan  that  I  saugh  hying< 
After  the  beere,  me  thoughte  he  hadde  j 

paire 
Of  legges  and  of  feet  so  dene  and  fedre. 
That  al  myn  herte  I  yaf  unto  his  hookL 
He  was,  I  trowe,  a  twenty  wynter  oold,  60 
And  I  was  fourtyj  if  I  shal  seye  sooth ; 
But  yet  I  hadde  alwey  a  coltes  tooth. 
Gat-tothed  I  was,  and  that  bicam  me  wed, 
I  hadde  the  prente  of  seinte  Venus  seeL 
As  help  me  God,  I  was  a  lusty  oon. 
And  faire  and  riche,  and  yong,  and  wd 

bigon. 
And  Irewely,  asmynehousbondestoldeme, 
I  hadde  the  beste  quonyam  m]rghte  be ; 
For  certes,  I  am  al  Venerien  tio; 

In  feelynge,  and  myn  herte  is  Maiden ; 
Venus  me  yaf  my  lust,  my  likerousnesse, 
And  Mars  yaf  me  my  sturdy  hardynesse. 
Myn    Ascendent    was    Taur    and    Man 

therinne ; 
Alias,  alias  !  that  ever  love  was  synne ! 
I  folwed  ay  myn  incUnacknin 
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my  constellacioun, 
nc  I  koude  nc^ht  vathdrawc 
of  Venus  from  a  good  felawe. 
Vlartes  mark  upon  my  face, 
another,  privee,  place,       6ao 
wys  be  my  savacioun, 
ever  by  no  discrecioun, 
vede  myn  appetit, — 
lort,  or  long,  or  blak,  or  whit ; 
;fx;,  so  that  he  liked  me, 
le  was,  ne  eck  of  what  degree, 
de  I  seye,  but  at  the  monthes 

k,  Jankyn,  that  was  so  hende, 
i  me  with  greet  solempnytee, 
yaf  I  all  the  lond  and  fee, 
IS  me  yeven  ther-bifoore ;   631 
d  repented  me  ful  soore. 
flfre  nothyng  of  my  list ; 
smoot  me  ones,  on  the  lyst, 
.'nte  out  of  his  book  a  leef, 
)trook  myn  ere  wex  al  deef. 
tvas  as  is  a  leonesse, 
mge  a  verray  jangleresse  ; 
wolde,  as  I  had  doon  bifom, 

0  hous,  although  he  had  it 
1;  640 

1  often  tymes  wolde  preche, 
Ide  Romayn  geestes  teche  ; 
nplicius  Gallus,  lefte  his  wyf, 
»k  for  terme  of  al  his  lyf, 

r  open-hcedid  he  hir  say 
at  his  dore  upon  a  day. 
omayn  tolde  he  me  by  name, 
wyf  was  at  a  someres  game 
s  wityng,  he  forsook  hire  eke  ; 
mlde  he  upon  his  Bible  seke 
►verbe  of  Ecclesiaste,         651 
nandeth,  and  forbedeth  faste, 
it  suffre  his   wyf  go   roule 
e. 

le  he  seye  right  thus,  with- 
doute  : 

buyldeth  h  is  hous  al  ofsalwes^ 
is  blyndihors  over  thefalwes^ 
his  wyf  to  go  seken  halwes^ 
been  hanged  on  the  gaJwes  ; 

These  stories  of  Sulpicius  Gallus 
I  Sophus  are  taken  from  Valerius 
(i.  ch.  3X 


But  al  for  noght,  I  sette  noght  an  hawe 
Of  his  proverbes,  nof  his  olde  sawe  ;    660 
Ne  I  wolde  nat  of  hym  corrected  be. 
I  hate  hym  that  my  vices  telleth  me. 
And  so  doo  mo,  God  woot,  of  us  than  I. 
This  made  hym  with  me  wood  al  outrely  ; 
I  nolde  noght  forbere  hym  in  no  cas. 
Now  wol  I  seye  yow  sooth,  by  Seint 

Thomas  ! 
Why  that  I  rente  out  of  his  book  a  leef. 
For  which  he  smoot  me  so  that  I  was 

deef. 
lie  hadde  a  book  that  gladly,  nyght 

and  day. 
For  his  desport  he  wolde  rede  alway.  670 
He  cleped  it  *  Valerie*  and  *Theofraste,' 
At  whiche  book  he  lough  alwey  ful  faste  ; 
And  eek  ther  was  som-tyme  a  clerk  at 

Rome, 
A  cardinal,  that  highte  Seint  Jerome, 
That  made  a  book  agayn  Jovinian, 
Jn  whiche  book  eek  ther  was  Tertulan, 
Crisippus,  Trotula,  and  Helowys, 
That  was  abbesse  nat  fer  fro  Parys  ; 
And  eek  the  Parables  of  Salomon, 
Ovides  Art,  and  bookes  many  on  ;       680 
And  alle  thise  were  bounden  in  o  volume  ; 
And  every  nyght  and  day  was  his  custume, 
Whan  he  hadde  leyser  and  vacacioun 
From  oother  worldly  occupacioun, 
To  reden  on  this  book  of  wikked  wyves. 
He  knew  of  hem  mo  legendes  and  lyves 
Than  been  of  goode  wyves  in  the  Bible  ; 
For,  trusteth  wel,  it  is  an  impossible 
That  any  clerk  wol  speke  good  of  wyves, — 
But  if  it  be  of  hooly  Seintes  lyves, —   690 
Ne  of  noon  oother  womman  never  the  mo. 
Who  peyntede  the  leoun  ?     Tel  me  who. 
By  God!  if  wommen  hadde  writen  stories. 
As  clcrkes  han  withinne  hire  oratories, 
They  wolde  han  writen  of  men  moore 

wikkednesse 
Than  all  the  mark  of  Adam  may  redresse. 
The  children  of  Mercuric  and  Venus 

671.    Valerie^     i.e.     Walter    Map's  Epistola 
VaUrii  ad  Rujinunt  de  non  ducenda  uxore 
671.    T/uo/rasU.     See  note  to  1.  235. 

676.  Tertulan^  perhaps  Tertullian  s  treatise  De 
Exhortatione  Castitatts. 

677.  CHsippuSy    Trotula^   not    identi6ed    yet 
with  any  probability. 
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Been  in  hir  wirk}Tig  ful  contrarius  ; 
Mercurie  loveth  v^ysdam  and  science, 
And  Venus  loveth  r)*ot  and  dispence  ;  700 
And  for  hire  diverse  disposicioun 
Each  falleih  in  otheres  exaltacioiin  ; 
And  thus,  God  woot,  Mercurie  is  desolat 
In  Pisces,  whcr  \'enus  is  exaltat ; 
And  \'enus  falleth  ther  Mercuric  is  re}*sed  ; 
Therefore  no    womman    of  no   clerk    is 

preysed. 
The  clerk    whan  he  is  cold,   and    may 

noght  do 
Of  Venus  werkes  worth  his  olde  sho, 
Thanne  sit  he  doun  and  writ  in  his  dotage 
That  wommen  kan  nat  kepe  hir  mariage. 
But  now  to  purjx)s  why  I  tolde  thee  711 
That  I  was  hcten  for  a  book,  pardec. 
Uix)n  a  nyght  Jankyn,  that  was  oure  sire, 
Redde  on  his  IxKjk,  as  he  sat  by  the  fire, 
Of  Kva  first,  that  for  hir  wikkednesse 
Was  al   mankynde  broght  to  WTCCched- 

nessc  : 
For  whicli  thai  Jesus  Crist  h}'mself  >\'as 

slayn, 

That  boghte  us  with  his  herte  blood  aga}'n. 

Lc^,  heere  oxpres  of  womman  may  ye  f)Tide, 

That  womman  was  the  los  of  al  mankynde. 

Tho  redde  he  me  how  Sampson  loste 

his  hercs ;  721 

Slep}'nge,  his  Icmman  kitte  it   with  hir 

sheres  ; 
Tluirgh  which  iresoun  loste  he  bothe  his 

even. 
Tho  redde  he  me,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lyen, 
Of  Hercules  and  of  his  Dianyre, 
That  caused  hym  to  sette  In-mself  afyre. 

No  ihyng  forgat  he  the  jx?naunce  and  wo 
That  Socrates  hadde  with  his  wj-ves  two  : 
I  low  X.uuij^jxi  caste  pisse  upon  his  heed. 
This  >ely  man  sat  stille  as  he  were  dee<l  ; 
He  wijK'd   his  heed,  namoore  dorste  he 

sevn 


/J* 


Hut,    '  Kr  that  thonder  stynte  comth  a 
revn  I ' 
Of  Phasifpha,  that  was  the  queene  of 
Crete, 

7i>3.  rcv»r.'/f,  etc..  H  h  rwt  U'orth  a  scka. 
717-ro.  '"•mitted  in  H*. 

7  '7.  /fnauHCt",   from     Fet.''       E*    somy,    112 
i'f ' . 

73 J.   i''xas:/P''ui,  KtMphac. 


For  shrewednesse  hym  thoughtc  the  talc 

swete. 
Fy  !  speke  namoore  ;  it  is  a  grisly  ihyng. 
Of  hire  horrible  lust  and  hir  likyng  ! 

Of  Cliterm)rstra,  for  hire  lecherye 
That  falsly  made  hire  housbonde  for  to 

dye; 
He  redde  it  with  ful  good  de\'Ocioun. 

He  tolde  me  eek  for  what  occasioun  740 
Amphiorax  at  Thebes  loste  his  Ij'f ; 
M}-n  housbonde  hadde  a  legende  of  his 

W)f, 

Eriphilem,  that  for  an  ouche  of  gold 
Hath  prively  unto  the  Grekes  told 
Wher  that  hir  housbonde  hidde  hym  in 

a  place. 
For  which  he  hadde  at  Thebes  sory  grace. 
Of  L}Tna  tolde  he  me,  and  of  Luc}'e ; 
They  bothe  made  hir  housbondes  for  to 

That  oon  for  love,  that  oother  was  for  hate. 
Lyma  hir  housbonde,  upon  an  even  late, 
Kmpoysoned  hath,  for  that  she  was  his 

fo; 
Lucia  likerous  loved  hire  housbonde  so, 
That,    for   he   sholde   alwey  upon  hire 

th}Tike, 
She  }*af  h)^!!  su-ich  a  manere  love-drynkc 
That  he   was   deed,  er  it   w*cre  by  the 

morwe  ; 
And  thus  algates  housbondes  han  sonre. 
Thanne  tolde  he  me  how  oon  Latumyos 
Compleyned,  unto  his  felawe  Arrios, 
That  in  his  gard}*n  growed  swich  a  triee» 
On  which,  he  sej'de,  how  that  his  W}^?^ 

thrc  jfe 

I  langed  hemsclf  for  herte  despitus. 

*  O  leeve  brother,'  quod  this  AninSi 
'  Vif  me  a  plante  of  thilke  blissed  tree,' 
And  in  my  gardyn  planted  it  shal  be ! ' 
Of  latter  date  of  wy\*es  hath  he  red,  ^ 
That  somme  han  slayn  hir  housboodei  &l 

hir  bed. 
And  lete  hir  lecchour  dighte  hire  al  the 

nyght, 

^43.  Erifhiltm^  who  betrayed  Amphiaraiii 
f^.iin  the  necklace  of  HarmOnuu^ 

747.  Lyma^  an  error  for  '  Livia.  who 
Pnisus;  this  instance  and  the  next  an 
from  Map. 

757.  Latumyus.     Map  calls  him  Facinrinft' 
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.    that   the   corps  lay   in   the  floor 

upright ; 
somme  han  dryven  nayles  in  hir  brayn 
1  that  they  slepte,  and  thus  they  han 

hem  slayn.  770 

me  han  hem  yeven  poysoun  in  hire 

drynke; 
spak   moore  harm  than  herte  may 

bithynke ; 
therwithal  he  knew  of  mo  proverbes, 
1  in  this  world  ther  growen  gras  or 

herbes. 
is/  quod  he,  *  thyn  habitacioun 
rith  a  leoun  or  a  foul  dragoun, 
1    with    a   womman   usynge   for   to 

chyde.' 
.  is,*  quod  he,  *  hye  in  the  roof  abyde, 
1  with  an  angry  wyf  doun  in  the  hous.' 
^  been  so  wikked  and  contrarious,  780 
f  haten  that  hir  housbondes  loven  ay. 
>eyde  a  womman  cast  hir  shame  away 
in  she  cast  of  hir  smok  ;  and  forther 

mo, 
ir  womman,  but  she  be  chaast  also, 
k  a  gold  ryng  in  a  sowes  nose. 
» wolde  wene,  or  who  wolde  suppose, 
wo  that  in  myn  herte  was,  and  pyne  ? 
nd  whan  I  saugh  he  wolde  never  fyne 
«den  on  this  cursed  book  al  nyght, 
odeynly  thre  leves  have  I  plyght    790 
of  his  book,  right  as  he  radde,  and  eke 
th  my  fest  so  took  hym  on  the  cheke, 
t  in  oure  fyr  he  ill  bakward  adoun ; 
he  up  stirtc  as  dooth  a  wood  leoun, 
with  his  fest  he  smoot  me  on  the 

heed, 
t  in  the  floor  I  lay  as  I  were  deed ; 
whan  he  saugh  how  stille  that  I  lay, 
Mras  agast  and  wolde  han  fled  his  way, 
itte  laste  out  of  my  swogh  I  breyde. 
lastow  slayn  me,  faJse  theef  ? '  I  seyde  ; 
d  for  my  land  thus  hastow  mordred 

me?  80X 

;  be  deed,  yet  wol  I  kisse  thee.' 
nd  neer  he  cam,  and  kneled  fJEure 

adoun, 
seyde,  '  Deere  suster  Alisoun  ! 
;elp  me  God,  I  shal  thee  never  smyte. 
t  I  have  doon  it  is  thyself  to  wytc  ; 
reve  it  me,  and  that  I  thee  biseke  * ; 


And  yet,  efl-soones,  I  hitte  hym  on  the 

cheke. 
And  seyde,  *  Theef!  thus  muchel  am   I 

wreke.  809 

Now  wol  I  dye,  I  may  no  lenger  speke.' 
But  atte  laste,  with  muchel  care  and  wo, 
We  fille  acorded  by  us  selven  two. 
He  yaf  me  al  the  bridel  in  myn  bond. 
To  han  the  governance  of  hous  and  lond, 
And  of  his  tonge,  and  of  his  bond  also, 
And  made  hym  brenne  his  book  anon 

right  tho ; 
And  whan  that  I  hadde  geten  unto  mc 
By  maistrie  al  the  soveraynetee, — 
Ajid  that  he  seyde,  *  Mynowene  trewe  wyf, 
Do  as  thee  lust  to  tcrme  of  al  thy  lyf ;    820 
Keepe  thyn  honour,  and  keepe  cek  myn 

estaat,* — 
After  that  day  we  hadden  never  debaat. 
God  helpc  me  so,  I  was  to  hym  as  kynde 
As  any  wyf  from  Denmark  unto  Ynde, 
And  also  trewe,  and  so  was  he  to  me. 
I  prey  to  God,  that  sit  in  magestee, 
So  blesse  his  soule  for  his  mercy  deere. 
Now  wol  I  seye  my  tale,  if  ye  wol  heerc. 

Biholde  the  wordes  bitwene  the  Somonour 
and  the  Frere 

The  Frere  lough  whan  he  hadde  herd 

al  this ; 
'  Now,  dame,'  quod  he,  '  so  have  I  joye 

or  blis,  830 

This  is  a  long  preamble  of  a  tale.' 
And  whan  the  Somonour  herde  the  Frere 

gale, 

*  Lo,'  quod   the  Somonour,   *  Gcxldes 

armes  two  ! 
A  frere  wol  entremette  him  ever-mo. 
Lo,  goode  men,  a  flye,  and  eek  a  frere, 
Wol  falle  in  every  d)'sshe  and  mateere. 
What  spekestow  of  **  preambulacioun  "  ? 
What?  amble,  or  trotte,  or  pees,  or  go 

sit  doun  ! 
Thou  lettest  oure  disport  in  thismanere.' 

*  Ye,  woltow  so,  sire  Somonour  ? '  quod 

the  Frere ;  840 

*  Now,  by  my  feith !  I  shal,  er  that  I  go, 

836.  andy  Corp.*  and  eek^  a  clumsy  device  to 
help  out  the  line. 
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Telle  c:\i  M»;iK«aour  >vkiv:h  d  uuc  oc  i*\) 
Tlut  allc  the  folk  shjil  LLUi:hen  in  this 
place. ' 

*  N\>w  ellcs,  Krerv,  I  bt>hrc»e  thv  bux,' 
QiKxl  'his  S^»mv^iK^iir.  *an^;  I  bishnrwe  me 
But  it  I  telle  tales*  twv'*  v>r  ihrv, 

CV  freri:  >,  er  I  cv>uw  to  Siv!yi^N.^fne, 
That  I  sh,il  niakc  thyn  heite  ll>r  to  mome, 
Flv  wel  I  wvK»t  thy  |ucieiKv  is  g^ni.' 
i.>urc  1  Kx^te  oxi\ie.   '  I Ves  !  juxi  that 

anon ' :  Sjo 

A:ul  scyde,  *  Lat  the  ^omreun  telle  hire 

tale ; 
\'e  tare  as  lolk  that  ilrv>nkcn  Nrn  \S(  ale. 
Po,   ilanio,   telle   k^ith   \vuiv   talc,   and 

liut  is  U*st.* 

•  Al   rv\K\  sire/  i^uvxl  she,   •  i^hi  as 

vvm  lest : 
It"  I  luixc  livXMUX'  of  this  W\^ihv  Freie/ 
'  Vi>,  iUme,' vjuvxi  he,  'tcl  K>ith,  and 
I  >»ol  hceie.* 


WIFE  OF  BATFFS  TALE 

la  ihx^Ulc  dayCs  of  the  Kyn^:  Anhour, 
Oi    \\\\\k\\    ih.it    Hiitv^us    sj<kcn    greet 

l\v»n\nu, 
.VII  was  ihis  lan^l  fultiM  of  fcun-e.         ^59 
Tho  (.;•  I ; v. cone  >%ith  hit  joly  cvnnj.>aigPYe 
l\i;:r.v\\l  la  I  ofie  in  nuny  a  j^ne  nicdc. 
This  was  '.he  oKle  opinion  ;is  I  rede, — 
I  Nivko  v^f  nunye  Ixvuulrexl  >*eres  aj^\ — 
l»ui  nv*\\  kan  no  num  m.'  nv>ne  elves  m^\ 
l\^i  now  the  ijieie  ehaiiuv  aiul  jMraycrv^ 
Oi  Ivjuxiouis,  and  v»there  Ihx>Iv  frercs, 
V\\.\\  >o!vhon  eveiv  U»nvl  and  everv'streem, 
A>  tb.ikkv'  as  moic>  in  the  s*.»nne  Ixrem, — 
l»us>s\nj:o     halles    chaml«re>,    kichene>, 

Unues 
l''vO>.  l';ii^!\os,  ea>:cl>,  h\e  iv'ure.s.      >r' 
I'l:  »:vx.  U-rnv-s,  >'up:ks,  v!ayene>s 
I  :.:>  i:..ifv^:h  \\\.\\  \\\\.\  \<\:\\  no  faiivv^  : 
t  -r  :..».i  as  Wv'ni  im  waiki.n  w.ts  an  elf. 
Iliwi  walketh  noH  the  lywytoui  hynisell. 

f*-.   A/.Mn^-K.-'^/.  Sittin^lvurae. 
•"»';v  .;'  iia.'-e'j  ."a.V.     No  orisina!  of  this  ta!c 
!*  sr.  .»r.       Tyruhitt  ».oiuparr»  it  to  the  ?tor>-     ! 


In  undenneles  and  in  morwenynges. 
And   se)-th   his   matyns  and   his   hoo 

th)-nges 
.\s  he  gooth  in  hLs  lymytacioun. 
Wommen  may  go  now  sauflyupand  iloui 
In  e^*ery  bussh  or  under  every  tree, 
Ther  is  noon  oother  incubus  l>ut  he,    h\ 
And  he  ne  wol  doon  hem  non  dishonou 
And  so  bifel  it  that  this  k^iige,  .-Vrthoui 
Hadde  in  his  hous  a  lusty  bachcler 
That  on  a  day  cam  ridynge  fro  r>'ver, 
.\nd  happed  that,  allone  as  she  ye^s  Xtoxi 
lie  saugh  a  mayde  >ft'alkynge  hym  biforr 
Of  whiche  mayde,  anon,  maugree  hir  hcet 
B\-  verray  force  Inrafte  hire  maydcnhed 
For  which  oppressioun  was  swichdamoui 
.\nd  swich  pursute  unto  the  k>-ng  Arthuui 
That  dampned  was  this  kn)'ght  for  to  \\ 

deed  8( 

By  cours  of  lawe,  and  sholde  han  lost  hi 

heed, — 
l\iraventure  smich  %kTis  the  statut  tho,— 
But  that  the  queene  and  otherc  ladyes  mc 
So  longe  pre\-eden  the  kyng  of  grace, 
Til  he  his  Ij-f  h}Tn  graunted  in  the  plac< 
And  \-af  hym  to  the  queene  al  at  hir  will 
To  chese  wheilher  she  wolde  h)Tn  savi 

or  spille. 
The  queene  thanketh  the  kyng  with  a 

hir  m\-ght,  89* 

Anil  after  this  thus  s{uk  she  to  the  luij-gfat, 
Whan  that  she  saugh  hir  tyme  upcm  a  day 
'  TK^u  standest  )-et,'  quod  she,  *  in  swid 

array. 
That  of  ihv  Ivf  vet  hastow  no  suretce. 

m  m  m 

I  ;:Tanto  thee  l\-f,  if  thou  kanst  tdlen  me 
What  ih\-ng  is  it  thai  wommen  moost 

ilesiren, — 
Be  W.U,  and  kce|ie  thy  nekke-booo  froai 

iren, — 
Ar«!  if  thtHi  kanst  nat  tellen  it  anon, 
\  «.  I  -h.il  I  yovc  thee  lew  li>r  to  gun 
\   ".welt  luoiuh  and  a  dav,  to  seche  *nJ 

let.re 
All  ai^swere  sutti>;«nt  in  this  mateere;   9w 
A:k1  sv'reux  wol  I  h.in.  er  that  ihou  pace, 
Thy  Ixxiy  i\yt  to  yeklen  in  this  place.* 


>:i.  «.«.  the   Trji«liiu   of  Camh.   MS.  oolfl 


F.H«.^.*.  »hkhb|»HPil 


too 
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Wo  was  this  knyght,  and  sorwefiilly  he 
siketh  ; 
But  what  ?  he  may  nat  do  al  as  hym  llkcth, 
And  at   the  laste  he  chees  hym  for  to 

wende, 
And  come  agayn  right  at  the  yeres  endc, 
With  swich  answere  as  God  wolde  hym 

purveye, 
And  taketh  hL<!  Icve,  and  wcndeth  forth 
his  weye. 
He  seketh  every  hous  and  every  place 
WTiere  as  he  hopeth  for  to  fynde  grace    920 
To   leme   what    thyng    wommen   loven 

moost ; 
Bat  he  ne  koude  arryven  in  no  coost 
\Vher  as  he  myghte  fynde  in  this  mateerc 
Two  creatures  accordynge  in  feere. 
Somme   seyde    wommen    loven    best 
richesse, 
Somme  seyde  honour,  somme  seyde  joly- 

nesse, 
Somme  riche  array,  somme  seyden  lust 

abedde, 
And  ofte  tyme  to  be  wydwe  and  wedde. 
Somme  seyde  that  oure  hertes  been  moost 
esed  939 

Whan  that  webeeny-flateredandy-plesed. 
He  gooth  ful  ny  the  sothe,  I  wol  nat 
lye,— 
A  man  shal  wynne  us  best  with  fiaterye  ; 
And  with  attendance  and  with  bis)messe, 
Been  we  y-lymed,  bothe  moorc  and  lesse. 
And  somme  scyen  that  we  loven  best 
For  to  be  free,  and  do  right  as  us  lest, 
And  that  no  man  repreve  us  of  oure  vice, 
Bat  seye  that  we  be  wise  and  no-thyng 

nyce  ; 
For  trewely  ther  is  noon  of  us  alle, 
If  any  wight  wol  clawe  us  on  the  galle,  940 
iTiat  we  nyl  kike,  for  he  seith  us  S(X)th. 
Aftay,  and  he  shal  fynde  it  that  so  dooth. 
For,  be  we  never  so  vicious  with-innc, 
We  wol  been  holden  wise  and  clene  of 
synne. 
And  somme  seyn  that  greet  delit  han  wc 
For  to  been  holden  stable  and  eke  secrce. 
And  in  o  purpos  stedefi^istly  to  dwelle. 
And  nat  biwreyc  thyng  that  men  us  telle  ; 
Bat  that  talc  is  nat  worth  a  rake-stele. 
Pardee t  we  wommen  konne  no  thyng  hele ; 


Witnesse  on  Myda, — wol  ye  hcerc  llu 

tale  ?  951 

Ovyde,  amonges  olherc  Ihyngcs  smale, 

Seyde  Myda  hadde  under  his  longe  hcres, 

Growyngc  upon  his  heed,  two  asses  ores, 

The  whichc  vice  he  hydde  as  ho   bcsi 

myghte, 
Ful  subtilly,  from  every  manncs  sighte, 
That  save  his  wyf  ther  wLsle  of  it  namo. 
He  loved  hire  moost,  and  trusted  hircalso 
He  preydc  hire  that  to  no  creature 
She  sholde  tellen  of  his  disfigure.  96c 

She  swoor  him  nay,  for  al  thi.s  work 

to  Wynne, 
She  nolde  do  that  vileynye  or  synne, 
To  make  hir  housbonde  han  so  foul  r 

name. 
She  nolde  nat  telle  it  for  hir  owenc  shame 
But  nathelees  hir  thoughte  that  slie  dyde. 
That  she  so  longc  sholde  a  conseil  hyde 
Hir  thoughte  it  swal  so  soore  aboute  hii 

herlc. 
That  nedely  som  word  hire  moste  astertc 
And  sith  she  dorste  telle  it  to  no  man, 
Doun  to  a  mareys  faste  by  she  ran.      97c 
Til  she  came  there  her  herte  was  a-fyre, 
And  as  a  bitore  lx)mbleth  in  the  myre 
She  leyde  hir  mouth  unto  the  water  doun 
*  Biwreye  me  nat,  thou  water,  witli  th) 

soun,' 
(^)u(kI  she,  '  to  thee  I  telle  it  and  namo, — 
Myn  housbonde  hatli  longe  asses  nys  two. 
Now  is  myn  herte  all  hool,  now  is  it  oute, 
I  myghte  no  lenger  ke|)e  it,  out  of  doute.' 
Heere  may  ye  se,  thc^h  we  a  tyme  abydc. 
Yet,  out  it  moot,  we  kan  no  conseil  hyde. 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  if  ye  wol  heere, 
Redeth  Ovyde,  and  ther  ye  may  it  lecrc. 
This   knyght,    of   which    m'y    talc    is 

si>ecially, 
Whan  that  he  saugh  he  myghte  nat  come 

therhy, 
That  is  to  seye,  what  wommen  love  m<K)st, 
Withinne  his  brest  ful  sorweful   was  iht 

gtX.JSt. 

But    hoom    he    gooth,    he    myghte    nal 

sojoume, 
The  day  was  come  that  homward  mosti 

he  tourne, 

951.  .1/>'(/a,  Midas. 
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And  in  his  wey  it  happed  hym  to  ryde 
In  al  this  care,  under  a  forest  syde,      990 
Wher  as  he  saugh  upon  a  daunce  go 
Of  ladycs  foure  and  twenty,  and  yet  mo  ; 
Toward  the  whiche  daunce  he  drow  ful 

yeme, 
In  hope  that  som  wysdom  sholde  he  leme  ; 
But  cerleinly,  er  he  came  fully  there, 
\'anysshed    was    this   daunce,   he  nyste 

where. 
No  creature  saugh  he  that  bar  lyf. 
Save  on  the  grene  he  saugh  sittynge  a  wyf ; 
A  fouler  wight  ther  may  no  man  devyse. 
Agayn  the  knyght  this  olde  wyf  gan  ryse, 
And  seydc,  *  Sire  knyght,  hecr-forth  ne 

liih  no  wey  ;  xooi 

Tel  me  what  that  ye  seken,  by  youre  fey  ! 
Pardventure  it  may  the  bettre  be  ; 
Thise  olde  folk  kan  muchel  thyng,*  quod 

she. 

*  My  leeve  mooder,'  quod  this  knyght, 

*  certeyn 
I  nam  but  deed  but  if  that  I  kan  seyn 
What  thyng  it  is  that  wommen  moost 

desire : 
Ivoudc  ye  me  \visse  I  wolde  wel.  quite 

youre  hire.* 

*  Plight  me  thy  trouthe,  heere  in  myn 

hand,'  quod  she, 
*  The  nexte  thyng  that  I  requere  thee  1010 
Thou  shalt  it  do,  if  it  lye  in  thy  myght, 
And  I  wol  telle  it  yow,  er  it  be  nyght.* 
'Have    heer    my   trouthe,*    quod    the 

knyght,  *  I  graunlc  ! ' 
Thannc   quod   she,    *  I    dar   n\e    wel 

avaunte 
Thy  lyf  is  sauf,  for  I  wol  stonde  therby  ; 
I'jxm  my  lyf,  the  quecne  wol  scye  as  I. 
L:U  so,  which  is  the  proudeste  of  hem  allc 
That  werclh  on  a  coverchief  or  a  calle, 
Tljat  (lar  soye  *'nay"  of  that  I  shal  thee 

tcchc.  1019 

I -It  us  g<j>  forth  wiihouten  lengerspeche.' 

Tho  rowncd  she  a  pistel  in  his  ere, 

And  bad  hym  to  l>e  glad  and  have  no  fere. 

Whan  they  be  comen  to  the  court,  this 

knyght 
Scydc  he  had  holde  his  day  as  he  Hadde 

bight. 
And  re<ly  was  his  answere,  as  he  saydc. 


Ful  many  a  noble  wyf,  and  many  a  mayde, 
And  many  a  wydwe,  for  that  they  had 

been  wise, 
The  queene  hixself  sittynge  as  a  justise, 
Assembled  been,  his  answere  for  to  heere  ; 
And  afterward    this   knyght    was    bode 

appere.  1030 

To  ever>'  wight  comanded  was  silence, 

And    that   the   knyght    sholde   telle  in 

audience 
What  thyng  that  worldly  wommen  loven 

best. 
This  knyght  ne  stood  nat  stille  as  dolh 

a  best. 
But  to  his  questioun  anon  answerde, 
With  manly  vo]rs,  that  al  the  court  it  herdc. 
*  My  lige  lady,  generally,*  quod  he, 

*  Wommen  desiren  have  sovereynetee. 
As  wel  over  hir  housbond,  as  hir  k>ve, 
And  for  to  been  in  maistrie  hym  above. 
This  is  youre  mooste  desir,  thogh  ye  me 

kille.  ^    1041 

Dooth  as  yow  list,  I  am  heer  at  youre 

wille.*  ^ 

In  al  the  court  ne  was  ther  wyf,  oe 

mayde, 
Ne  wydwe,  that  contraried  that  he  sayde, 
But  seyden  he  was  worthy  han  his  lyf; 
And  with  that  word  up  stirte  the  olde  wyf, 
Wliich  that  the  knyght  saugh  sittynge  on 

the  grene ; 

*  Mercy  !  *  quod  she,  *  my  sovereyn  lidy 

queene  ! 
Er  that  youre  court  departe,  do  me  rigbt ; 
I  taughte  this  answere  unto  the  knyght. 
For  which  he  plighte  me  his  tiouthe  there* 
The  firste  thyng  I  wolde  h)rm  requerei 
He  wolde  it  do,  if  it  lay  in  his  myght. 
Bifore  the  court  thanne,  preye  I  thee,  stf 

knyght,* 
Quo<l  she,  <  that  thou  me  take  unto  tnf 

?^or  wel  thouwoost  that  I  have  kept  thylp 
If  I  sey  fals,  sey  ** nay,"  upon  thy  fey!* 
This  knyght    answerde,   'AUas,  «nd 

weylawey  ! 
I  woot  right  wel  that  swich  was  my  bihesie. 
For   Goddes    love,  as    diees    a    newe 

requeste  t  ,  1060 

Taak  al  my  good,  and  lat  my  body  go.' 
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•  Nay,  thanne,*  quod  she,  *  I  shrewe  us 
bothe  two ! 

For  thogh  that  I  be  foul,  and  oold,  and 

poorc, 
I  nolde,  for  al  the  metal,  ne  for  oore 
That  under  erthe  is  grave,  or  lith  above, 
But  if  thy  wyf  I  were,  and  eek  thy  love  !  * 
•My  **love"!'  quod   he,    *nay,    my 
dampnacioun  ! 
Alias  !  that  any  of  my  nacioun 
Sholde  ever  so  foule  disparaged  be  !  * 
But  al  for  noght,  the  ende  is  this,  that  he 
Const reyned  was,  he  nedes  moste  hire 
wedde,  1071 

And  taketh  his  olde  wyf,  and  gooth  to 
bedde. 
Now   wolden   som   men    seye,    para- 
venture. 
That  for  my  necligence  I  do  no  cure 
To  tellen  yow  the  joye  and  al  tharray. 
That  at  the  feeste  was  that  ilke  day  ; 
To  which  thyng  shortly  answeren  I  shal ; 
I  seye,  ther  nas  no  joye  ne  feeste  at  al. 
Ther  nas  but  hevynesse,  and  muche  sorwe, 
For  privcly  he  wedded  hire  on  a  morwe, 
And  al  day  after  hidde  hym  as  an  owle, 
So  wo  was  hym,  his  wyf  looked  so  foule. 
Greet  was  the  wo  the  knyght  hadde  in 
his  thoght. 
Whan  he  was  with  his  wyf  abedde  y-broght. 
He  walweth,  and  he  tumeth  to  and  fro ; 
His  olde  Mryf  lay  smylynge  evermo, 
And     seyde,     *0     deere      housbonde, 

benedict  tee  I 
Farcth  every  knyght  thus  with  his  wyf, 

as  ye? 
Is  this  the  law  of  kyng  Arthures  hous  ? 
Is  every  knyght  of  his  so  dangerous  ?   1090 
;    I  am  youre  owene  love,  and  youre  wyf ; 
I  am  she  which  that  saved  hath  youre  lyf, 
And  ccrtes,  yet  didc  I  yow  never  unright, 
I     Why  fare  ye  thus   with  me,  this   firste 
'  nyght  ? 

Ve  faxen  lyk  a  man  had  lost  his  wit ; 
UTiat  is  my  gilt  ?  For  Goddcs  love  tel  it. 
And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  I  may.' 

*  Amended  ! '  quod  this  knyght,  *  alias  ! 
nay,  nay ! 

It  wol  nat  been  amended  never  mo. 
Thou  art  so  loothly,  and  so  oold  also,  xioo 


And  ther-to  comen  of  so  lough  a  kynde, 
That  litel  wonder  is  thogh  I  walwe  and 

wynde. 
So,  wolde  Go<i  !  myn  herte  wolde  brcste  ! ' 

*  Is  this,'  quod  she,  *  the  cause  of  youre 

unrest  e  ? ' 

*  Ve,  certeinly,'  quod  he,  *  no  wonder  is.' 

*  Now,    sire,'    quod    she,    '  I    koude 

amende  al  this, 
If  that  me  liste,  er  it  were  daycs  thre  ; 
So  wel  yc  myghte  here  yow  unto  me. 

*  But  for  ye  speken  of  swich  gentillesse 
As  is  descended  out  of  old  richesse,    1 1  ic 
That  therfore  sholden  ye  be  gcntil  men, 
Swich  arrogance  is  nat  worth  an  hen. 
Looke,  who  that  is  moost  vertuous  alway, 
Prj'vee  and  apert,  and  moost  cntendeth  ay 
To  do  the  gentil  dedes  that  he  kan, 
Taak  hym  for  the  grettest  gentil  man. 
Crist  wole  we  clayme  of  hym  oure  gentil- 

lesse, 
Nat  of  oure  eldres  for  hire  old  richesse  ; 
For,  thogh  they  yeve  us  al  hir  heritage, — 
For  which  we  clayme  to  been  of  hcigli 

parage, —  11  jo 

Vet  may  they  nat  biquethc  for  no  thyng, 
To  noon  of  us,  hir  vertuous  lyNyng, 
That  made  hem  gentil  men  y-called  bo, 
And  bad  us  folwen  hem  in  swich  degree. 

*  Wel  kan  the  wise  jx^ete  of  Florence, 
That   hightc  Dant,  si-)cken  in  this  sen- 
tence,— 

Lu,  in  swich  maner  r)'m  is  Dantes  tale, — 

*  Ful  selde  up  riseth  by  his  branches 

smale 
Prowesse  of  man,  for  God  of  his  g<jodncsse 
Wole    that    of   hym    we    clayme    oure 

gentillessc ;  1130 

For   of  oure  eldres   may  we  no -thyng 

cla}Tnc, 
But  temporel  thyng  that  man  may  hurtc 

and  mayme.' 

*  Fek  every  wight  wool  this  as  wel  as  I, 
If  gentillesse  were  planted  natureelly, 
Unto  a  certe)Ti  lynage  doun  the  4yne, 
Pryvee   nor   apert,    thanne   wolde   they 

never  fyne 


1126.  Dan/,    Purgatario,   vii.    1^1-3:    '  Rade 
volte  risuree peril  rami  L'  umana  probitate/etc 
1131.  eiarcs  Hiay  «v,  H  auncistm  7tv. 
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To  (loon  of  gentillcsse  the  feiire  office  ; 
They  uiyghte  do  no  viloynye  or  vice. 

*  Taak  fyr  and  her  it  in  the  darkeste 

hoiis,  1 139 

Bitwix  this  and  the  mount  of  Kaukasous, 
And    lat   men  shette    the  dores  and  go 

thenne, 
Vet  wole  the  fyr  as  faire  lye  and  brenne 
As    twenty    thousand    men    myghte    it 

bihokle ; 
His  office  natureel  ay  wol  it  holde, 
Up  iKTil  of  my  lyf,  til  that  it  dye. 

*  Ilecre    may    ye    se    wel    how    that 

genterye 
Is  nat  annexed  to  ixisscssioun, 
Sith  folk  ne  doon  hir  operacioun 
Alwey,  as  d(X)th  the  fyr,  lo,  in  his  kynde  ; 
^  r  For,  God  it  woot,  men  may  wel  of^enfynde 
A  lordes  sone  do  shame  and  vileynye  ; 
And  he  that  wole  han  pris  of  his  gcntrye, 
P'or  he  was  boren  of  a  gentil  hous, 
And  hadde  his  eldres  noble  and  vertuous, 
And  nyl  hymselven  do  no  gentil  dedis, 
Ne  folwenhis  gentil  auncestre  that  deed  is, 
lie  nys  nat  genlil,  l)e  he  due  or  erl ; 
For  vilcyns  synful  dedes  make  a  cherl ; 
For  gentillesse  nys  but  renomee 
Of    ihyne    auDC&tres,    for    hire    heigh 

bountee,  1160 

WTiich  Is  a  strange  thyng  to  thy  persone. 
Thy  gentillesse  cometh  fro  God  allone  ; 
Thanne  comth  oure  verray  gentillesse  of 

grace, 
It  was  no  thyng  biquethe  us  with  oure 

place. 

*  Thenketh     how     noble,     as     seith 

\'alerius. 
Was  ihilkc  Tullius  Hostillius, 
That  out  of  jxDverte  roos  to  heigh  noblesse. 
Redelh  Senek,  and  redeth  eek  Boece, 
Thcr  shul  yo  seen  expresse,  that  no  dretle 

is,  1169 

Thai  ho  is  gentil  that  dtioth  gentil  <ledis  ; 
Arul    therf(»rc,   leeve   housbonde,    I   thus 

c<»nclude  ; 
Al  were  it  that  myne  auncestres  weren 

rude, 

1 159.  rcnotuec^  renown;  cp.  Boethius,  Rk.  iii. 
Prose  6. 

1 165.  Valerius^  sec  Valerius  Maximus,  Bk. 
iii.  ch.  4. 


Vet  may  the  hye  God,  and  so  hope  I, 
Grante  me  grace  to  lyven  vertuously  ; 
Thanne  am  I  gentil,  whan  that  I  bigynne 
To  lyven  vertuously  and  weyvc  ^nne. 

*  And  ther  as  ye  of  poverte  me  repreeve 
The  hye  God,  on  whom  that  we  bilecve. 
In  wilful  poverte  chees  to  lyve  his  lyf. 
And  certes,  every  man,  mayden,  or  wyf. 
May   understonde   that  Jhesus,    hevene 

kyng,  1181 

Ne  wolde  nat  chese  a  vicious  lyvyng. 
Glad  poverte  is  an  honeste  thyng,  certeyn ; 
This  wole  Senec  and  othere  clerkes  scyn  ; 
Whoso  that  halt  hym  payd  of  his  poverte, 
I  holde  hym  riche,  id  hadde  he  nat  a 

sherte ; 
He  that  coveiteth  is  a  povere  wight. 
For  he  wolde   han   that   is   nat   in  his 

myght ; 
But  he  that  noght  hath,  ne  coveiteth  ha\'e, 
Is  riche,  although  ye  holde  hym  but  a 

knave.  1190 

*  Verray  povert'e,  it  syngeth  proprely ; 
Juvenal  seith  of  poverte,  myrily, 

*'  The  poure  man,  whan  he  goth  by  the 

weye, 
Biforc  the  theves  he  may  synge  and  pleye." 
Poverte  is  hateful  good,  and  as  I  gesse 
A  fill  greet  bryngere-out  of  bisynesse, 
A  greet  amendere  eek  of  sapience, 
To  hym  that  taketh  it  in  pacience. 
Poverte  is  this,  although  it  seme  alenge, 
Possessioun  that  no  wight  wol  chalenge. 
Poverte  ful  ofte,  whan  a  man  is  lowe, 
Maketh   his  God,  and   eek  hymself,  to 

knowe. 
Poverte  a  spectacle  is,  as  thynketh  roe, 
Thurgh  which  he  may  his  verray  freendes 

see ; 
And  therfore,  sire,  syn  that  I  nogjht  yow 

greve. 
Of  my  jxjverte  namoore  ye  me  repreve. 

*  Now,  sire,  of  elde  ye  repreve  me  ; 
And  certes,  sire,  thogh  noon  auctoritee 
Were  in  no  book,  ye  gentils  of  honour 

1 192.  Juiffftal.  Sat.  X.  22. 

1 195.  Aa/^/(Corp.'AA/!r/,  hostile^  Eouoles 
in  the  margin  the  answer  to  the  qocstioo  *Qaid 
est  paupertas  fOdibile  bonum,  sanitatU  mater, 
etc.) '  from  the  nialoRue  of  Admin  and  Sectmdus, 
found  in  Vincent  de  Beauvus. 
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Sey»  that  men  sholde  an  oold  wight  doon 

favour,  X2ZO 

And  clcpe  hym  fader,  for  youre  gentil- 

Icsse, 
And  auctours  shal  I  fynden,  as  I  gesse. 
'  Now,  ther  ye  seye  that  I  am  foul  and 
old, 
Than  dredeyou  noght  to  been  a  coke  wold ; 
For  filthe  and  eelde,  al  so  moot  I  thee  ! 
Been  grcte  wardeyns  upon  chastitee : 
But  nathelees,  syn  I  knowe  youre  delit, 
I  shal  fulBIle  youre  worldly  appetit. 
*  Chese  now,'  quod  she,  *  oon  of  thise 
thynges  tweye :  12x9 

To  han  me  foul  and  old  til  that  I  deye, 
And  be  to  yow  a  trewc,  humble  wyf. 
And  never  yow  displese  in  al  my  lyf ; 
Or  dies  ye  wol  han  me  yong  and  feir, 
And  take  youre  dventure  of  the  repair 
That  shal  be  to  youre  hous  by  cause  of  me, 
Or  in  som  oothcr  place  may  wel  be ; 
Now  chese  yourselven,  wheither  that  yow 
Uketh.' 
This  knyght   avyseth  hym   and  sore 
siketh ; 
But  atte  laste  he  seyde  in  this  mancre  : 
*  My  lady  and  my  love,  and  wyf  so  deere, 
I  put  me  in  youre  wise  governance ;  1231 
Cheseth  youre  self  which  may  be  moost 

plesance. 
And  moost  honour  to  yow  and  me  also  ; 
^  do  no  fors  the  wheither  of  the  two, 
For  as  yow  liketh  it  suffiseth  me.' 
*Thanne  have  I  gete  of  yow  maistrie,* 
quod  she, 
'Syn  I  may  chese,  and  goveme  as  me 
lest?' 
'Ye,  certes,  wyf,'  quod  he,  *I  holde 

it  best.' 
*  Kys  me,'  quod  she,  *  we  be  no  Icnger 
wrothe, 
^or,  by  my  trouthc,   I    wol    be  to  yow 
bothe, —  1240 

This  is  to  seyn,  ye,  bothe  fair  and  gou<I. 
/  prey  to  God  that  I  moole  sterven  woo<l. 
But  I  to  yow  be  al  so  good  and  trewe. 
As  ever  was  wfi  syn  that  the  world  was 

newe; 
.\nd  but  I  be  to-mom  as  fair  to  seene 
As  any  lady,  empericc,  or  quecne, 


That  is  bitwixe  the  est  and  eck  the  west ; 
Dooth  with  my  lyf  and  deth  right  as  yow 

lest. 
Cast  up  the  curtyn, — looke,  how  that  it  is.  * 

And  whan  the  knyght  saugh  verraily 
al  this,  1250 

That  she  so  fair  was,  and  so  yong  thcr-to, 
For  joye  he  hente  hire  in  his  amies  two, 
His  herte  bathed  in  a  bath  of  blisse  ; 
A  thousand  tyme  arewe  he  gan  hire  kisse, 
And  she  obeyed  hym  in  every  thyng 
That  myghte  doonhym  plesance  or  likyng. 

And  thus  they  lyve  unto  hir  lyves  endc 
In  pariit  joye  ;  and  Jhcsu  Crist  us  sende 
Housbondesmeeke,  yonge,  fressha-bcddc, 
And  grace  toverbyde  hem  that  we  wedde, 
And  eek,  I  prayc  Jhcsu  to  shortc  hir  lyves 
That  nat  wol  be  governed  by  liir  wyves  ; 
And  olde  and  angry  nygardcs  of  dispence, 
God  sende  hem  soone  verray  pestilence  ! 


The  prologs  of  the  Freres  Talc 

This  worthy  Lymytour,  this  noble  Frcrc, 
lie  made  alway  a  maner  louryng  chicre 
Upon  the  Somonour,  but  for  honestce 
No  vileyns  word  as  yet  to  hym  spak  he  ; 
But  atte  laste  he  seyde  unto  the  VVyf, 
*  Dame,'  quod  he,  *  God  yeve  yow  right 

good  lyf!  1270 

Ye  han  heer  touched,  al  so  moot  1  thee  ! 
In  scole-matere  greet  difficultee. 
Ye  han  seyd  muche  thyng  right  wel,  1 

seye ; 
But,  dame,  heere  as  we  ryde  by  the  wcyc 
Us  nedeth  nat  to  speken  but  of  game, 
And  lete  auctoritees,  on  Goddes  name, 
To  prechyng,  and  to  scolc  of  clergye, 
Ancl  if  it  lyke  to  this  compaignye 
I  wol  yow  of  a  somonour  telle  a  game. 
/'fi/Y/e'cr,  yemay  wel  knowe  by  the  name  li-So 
That  of  a  somonour  may  no  good  Ik*  .sayd. 
I  praye  that  noon  of  you  l>c  yvcic  ajuiyd,- 
A  somonour  is  a  rennere  up  and  doun 
With  mandementz  for  fornicacioun. 
And  is  y-bet  at  every  towncs  ende.' 
Oure   Hoost    tho   spak,   *  A,   sire,   ye 

sholde  be  hende 
And  curteys,  as  a  man  of  youre  cstaal, 
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In  compaignye  ;  we  wol  have  no  debaat ! 
Telleth  yourc  tale,  and  lat  the  Somonour 

be.' 
*Nay,'  quod  the  Somonour,  Mat  hym 

seyc  lo  me  1290 

What  so  hym  list, — whan  it  comth  to 

my  lot, 
By  God  !  I  shal  hym  quiten  every  grot ! 
I  shal  hym  tellen  which  a  greet  hon6ur 
It  is  to  be  a  flaterynge  lymytour ; 
And  his  office  I  shal  hym  telle  y-wis.* 
Oure  Hoost  answerde,  *  Pees !  namoore 

of  this  ! ' 
-\nd  after  this  he  seyde  unto  the  Frere, 
'  Tel  forth  you  re  tale,  my  leeve  maister 

deere.' 

FRIAR'S    TALE 
Hcere  bigynn^h  TJu  Freres  Tale 

Whilom   ther  was   dwellynge    in    my 

contree 
An  erchedekene,  a  man  of  heigh  degree, 
That  boldely  dide  execucioun  1301 

In  punysshynge  of  fomicacioun, 
Of  wicchecraft,  and  eek  of  bawderye, 
Of  diflfamacioun  and  avowtrye. 
Of  chirche-reves,  and  of  testamentz, 
Of  contractes,  and  of  lakke  of  sacramentz. 
And  eek  of  many  another  manere  cryme, 
Which  nedeth  nat  rehercen  for  this  tyme  ; 
Of  usure,  and  of  symonye  also.  1309 

But  certcs,  lecchours  dide  he  grettest  wo  ; 
They  sholde  syngen  if  that  they  were  hent ; 
And  smale  tytheres  weren  foule  y-shent ; 
If  any  persone  wolde  upon  hem  pleyne 
Ther  myghte  asterte  hym   no   pecunyal 

peyne. 
For  smalc  tithes,  and  for  smal  offr^Tige, 
He  made  the  ]x;ple  jntously  to  synge, 
For  er  the  bisshojx'  caughte  hem  with 

his  hook, 

1294,  1295.  Between  these  lines  E*  wrongly 
insert  1307,  1308. 

The  Freres  Tale.  Two  Latin  stories,  one  of  a 
wicked  seneschal,  the  other  of  a  lawyer,  making 
the  same  points  as  this,  were  printed  by  Thomas 
Wright,  and  have  been  reprinted  in  Part  I.  of 
the  Chaucer  Society's  Originals  atui  Analogy es. 
We  may  be  sure  that  the  ictting  of  this  story  is 
entirely  Chaucer's  own. 


They  weren  in  the  ercbedeknes  book ; 
And  thanne  hadde  he,  thurgh  his  juris- 

diccioun. 
Power  to  doon  on  hem  correcdoon.     1320 
He  hadde  a  somonour  rcdy  to  his  bond  ; 
A  slyer  boye  was  nooii  in  Engelond  ; 
For  subtilly  he  hadde  his  espiaille 
That   taughte   hym   wh6r   hym   myghte 

availle. 
He  koude  spare  of  lecchours  oon  or  two, 
To  techen  hym  to  foure  and  twenty  mo ; 
For  thogh  this  somonour  wood  was  as 

an  hare. 
To  telle  his  harlotrye  I  wol  nat  spare, 
For  we  been  out  of  his  correccioun. 
They  han  of  us  no  jurisdicdoun,         1330 
Ne  never  shullen,  terme  of  alle  hir  lyves. 

*  Peter  !  so  been  the  wommen  of  the 

styves,' 
Quod  the  Somonour,  *y-put  out  of  my 
cure ! ' 

*  Pees !    with    myschance    and    with 

mysaventure  ! ' 
Thus  seyde  our  Hoost,   *and  lat   hjm 

telle  his  tale. 
Now    telleth     forth,    thogh     that     the 

Somonour  gale ; 
Ne  spareth  nat,  myn  owene  maister  deere. ' 
This  false  theef,  this  somonour,  quod 

the  Frere, 
Hadde  alwey  bawdes  redy  to  his  bond. 
As  any  hauk  to  lure  in  Engelond,       1340 
That  tolde  hym  al  the  secree  that  they 

knewe. 
For  hire  acqueyntance  was  nat  come  of 

newe ; 
They  weren  his  approwours  prively. 
He  took  hymself  a  greet  profit  therby ; 
His  maister  knew  nat  alwey  what  he  wan. 
Withouten  mandement,  a  lewed  man 
He  koude  somne,  on  peyne  of  Cristes  curs. 
And  they  were  glade  to  fiUc  wcl  hb  purs, 
And  make  hym  grete  feestes  atte  nide  ; 
And  right  as  Judas  hadde  purses  smale,  1350 
And  was  a  theef,  right  swich  atheef  was  he. 
His  maister  hadde  but  half  his  duetee« 
He  was,  if  I  shal  yeven  hym  his  lande, 
A  theef,  and  eek  a  somnoor,  and  a  baude. 
He  hadde  eek  wenchte  at  his  retenue 


1333.  sM^ilfyt  H/rwtfy, 
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That   wheither   that   sir   Robert,   or  sir 

Huwe, 
Or  Jakke,  or  Rauf,  or  whoso  that  it  were 
That  lay  by  hem,  they  tolde  it  in  his  ere. 
Thus  was  the  wenche  and  he  of  oon 

assent,  1359 

And  he  wolde  fecche  a  feyned  mandement, 
And  somne  hem  to  the  chapitre  bothe 

two, 
And  pile  the  man,  and  lete  the  wenche  go. 
Thanne  wolde   he   seye,    *  Freend,   I 

shal  for  thy  sake 
Do  striken  thee  out  of  oure  lettres  blake, 
Thee  thar  namoore  as  in  this  cas  travaille, 
I  am  thy  freend,  ther  I  thee  may  availle.' 

Certeyn  he  knew  of  briberies  mo 
Than  possible  is  to  telle  in  yeres  two ; 
For  in  this  world  nys  dogge  for  the  bowe 
That  kan  an  hurt  deer  from  an  hool  y- 

knowe  1370 

Bet  than  this  somnour  knew  a  sly  lecchour, 
Or  an  avowtier,  or  a  paramour  ; 
And,  for  that  was  the  fruyt  of  al  his  rente, 
Therfore  on  it  he  sette  al  his  entente. 

And  so  bifel  that  ones  on  a  day 
This  somnour,  ever  waityng  on  his  pray. 
Rod  forth  to  somne  an  old  wydwe,  a  ribibe, 
Feynynge  a  cause,  for  he  wolde  brybe, — 
And  happed  that  he  saugh  bifore  hym  ryde 
A  gay  yeman,  under  a  forest  syde.  1380 
A  bowe  he  bar,  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene ; 
He  hadde  upon  a  courtepy  of  grene. 
An  hat  upon  his  heed  with  frengcs  blake. 

*  Sire,*  quod  this  somnour,  *  hayl  I  and 

wel  atake  ! ' 

*  Welcome  ! '    quod    he,    *  and    every 

good  felawe. 
Whcr  rydestow,  under  this  grene-wode 

shawe,' 
Scyde  this  yeman  ;  *  wiltow  fer  to  day  ? ' 
This    somnour    hym    answerde    and 

se3rde,  'Nay, 
Hecre  feste  by,'  quod  he,  *  is  myn  entente 
To  ryden,  for  to  rcysen  up  a  rente      1390 
That  longeth  to  my  lord^  duetee.' 
«  Artow  thanne  a  bailly  ?  *    *  Ye,'  quod 

he, — 


1356.  sir  Rffkerif  a  priest,  not  a  knig.'n. 
1364.  thegf  E*  hift. 


He  dorste  nat,  for  verray  filthe  and  shame, 
Seye   that  he  was  a  somonour,  for  the 
name. 
^  Depardieux  I''     quod      this     yeman, 

*  deere  broother  ! 

Thou  art  a  bailly,  and  I  am  another. 
I  am  unknowen  as  in  this  contree  ; 
Of  thyn  acqueyntance  I  wolde  praye  thee, 
And  eek  of  bretherhede,  if  that  yow  leste ; 
I  have  gold  and  silver  in  my  cheste  ;  1400 
If  that  thee  happe  to  comen  in  cure  shire 
Al  shal  be  thyn,  right  as  thou  wolt  desire. ' 
^  Grant  mercy  I  "*   quod    this    somonour, 

*  by  my  feith  !  * 

Everych  in  oothercs  hand  his  trouthe  leilh, 
For  to  be  sworne  brethercn  til  they  dcyc  ; 
In  daliance  they  ryden  forth  hir  weye. 

This  somonour  that  was  as  ful  of  jangles 
As  ful  of  venym  been  thisc  waryangles, 
And  ever  enqueryng  upon  ever)'  thyng  ; 

*  Brother,'  quod  he,  *  where  is  now  youre 

dwellyng,  1410 

Another  day  if  that  I  sholde  yow  seche  ? ' 
This    yeman    hym    answerde,    in    softc 

speche  : 

*  Brother,*  quod  he,    *  fer  in    the   north 

contree. 
Where  as  I  hope  som  tyme  I  shal  thee  see. 
Er  we  departe  I  shal  thee  so  wel  wisse 
That  of  mynhous  nc  shaltow  never  mysse.' 

*  Now,  brother,'  quod   this  somonour, 

*  I  yow  preye, 

Tcche   me,   whil   that  we  ryden  by  the 

weye, — 
Syn  that  ye  been  a  baillif  as  am  I, — 
Som  subtiltee,  and  tel  me  feithfully     1420 
In  mjm  office  how  I  may  moostc  wynno, 
And  spareth  nat  for  conscience  ne  synne, 
But  as  my  brother  tel  me  how  do  ye.' 

*  Now,  by  my  trouthe,  brother  deere,' 

scyde  he, 

*  As  I  shal  tellen  thee  a  feith  ful  tale, 
My  wages  been  ful  streite  and  ful  smale  ; 
My  lord  is  hard  to  me  and  daungerous, 
And  myn  office  is  ful  laborous  ; 

And  therfore  by  extorcions  I  lyvc  ; 

For  sothc,  I  take  all  that  men  wol  me  yeve, 

Algate  by  sleyghte,  or  by  violence.      1431 


1395.  deere y  H^  //Vty. 

1406.  hirwtye^  'W^  and  fkyc^n). 
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p'ro  ycer  to  yecr  I  wynne  al  my  dispcncc  ; 
I  kan  no  betlre  telle,  feithfully.* 

*  Now   certes,*   quod    this    somonour, 

*  so  fare  I ; 
I  sjxire  nat  to  taken,  God  it  woot, 
But  if  it  be  to  hevy  or  to  hoot. 
What  I  may  gete  in  conseil  privcly  ; 
No  maner  conscience  of  that  have  I  ; 
Nere  myn  cxtorcioun  I  myghte  nat  lyven, 
Nor  of  swiche  japes  wol  I  nat  Ijeshryven. 
Stomak,  ne  conscience,  ne  knowe  I  noon 
I  shrewe  thise  shrifte-fadres  everychoon  ! 
Wei  be  we  met,  by  God  and  by  Seint 

Jame  ! 
But,  leeve  brother,  tel  me  thanne   Ihy 

name,* 
Quod  this    somonour ;    *  in   this   mcene 

while.' 
This  yeman  gan  a  litel  for  to  smyle. 

*  Brother,'   quod    he,    *  wiltow  that    I 

thee  telle? 
I  am  a  feend  ;  my  dwellyng  is  in  helle, 
And  hecre  I  ryde  aboutc  my  purchasyng. 
To  wite  wher  men  wol  yeve  me  anylhyng. 
My  purchas  is  theffect  of  al  my  rente.    1451 
Looke   how    thou    rydest    for   the  same 

entente. 
To  Wynne  gootl,  thou  rekkest  never  how  ; 
Right  so  fare  I,  for  ryde  I  wolde  right 

now 
Unto  the  worldes  ende  for  a  preye.' 

*  A  ! '  (jucxl  this  somonour,  *  benediciU  ! 

what  sey  ye  ? 
I  wende  ye  were  a  yeman  trewely. 
Ye  han  a  mannes  shape  as  wel  as  I, 
Han  ye  a  figure  thanne  determinat 
In  helle,  ther  ye  been  in  youre  estat  ? '  1460 

*  Nay,  certeinly,'  quod  he,  *  ther  have 

we  noon, 
But  whan  us  liketh  we  kan  take  us  oon, 
Or  ellcs  make  yow  seme  we  been  shape 
Somtyme  lyk  a  man,  or  lyk  an  ape ; 
Or  lyk  an  angel  kan  I  ryde  or  go. 
It  is  no  wonder  thyng  th(^h  it  be  so ; 
A  lowsy  jogelour  kan  deceyve  thee, 
And  Pardee  !  yet  kan  I  moore  craft  than 

he.' 

*  Why,'  quod  the  somonour,  *  ryde  ye 

thanne  or  goon 
In  sondr)'  shaixj,  and  nat  alwey  in  oon?' 


*  For  we,'  quod  he,   *  wol   us   swiche 

formes  make  1471 

As  moost  able  is  oure  preyes  for  to  take. ' 

*  What  maketh  yow   to   han   al    this 

labour  ?  * 

*  Ful     many    a      cause,    leeve      sire 

somonour,' 
Seyde  this  feend  ;  *  but  allc  thyng  hath 

t>'me  ; 
The  day  is  short,  and  it  is  passed  pryme. 
And  yet  ne  wan  I  nothyng  in  this  day ; 
I  wol  entende  to  wynnyng  if  I  may, 
And  nat  entende  our  wittes  to  declare ; 
For,  brother  myn,  thy  wit  is  al  to  bare  1480 
To  understonde,  althogh  I  tolde  hem  thee. 
But  for  thou  axest  why  labouren  we, — 
Forsomtj-me  we  been  Goddes  instrumentz. 
And  meenes  to  doon  his  comandementz, 
Whan  that  hym  list,  upon  his  cr^tures. 
In  divers  art  and  in  diverse  figures. 
Withouten   hym   we    have    no    mjrght, 

certayn, 
If  that  hym  list  to  stondcn  ther  agayn. 
And  somtyme,  at  oure  prayere,  han  we  leve 
Oonly  the  body  and  nat  the  soule  greve  ;  1 
Witnesse  on  Job,  whom  that  we  diden  wo ; 
And  somtyme  han  we  myght  of  bothe 

two, 
This  is  to  seyn,  of  soule  and  body  eke ; 
And  somtyme  be  we  suflred  for  to  seke 
Uix>n  a  man  and  doon  his  soule  unreste. 
And  nat  his  body,  and  al  is  for  the  bestc. 
Whan  he  withstandeth  oure  temptacioun 
It  is  a  cause  of  his  savacioun, — 
Al  be  it  that  it  was  nat  oure  entente 
He  sholde  be  sauf,  but  that  we   wolde 

hym  hente, —  isc» 

And  somtyme  be  we  servant  unto  man. 
As  to  the  erchebisshope,  Seint  Dunstan; 
And  to  the  Apostles  servant  eek  was  I.* 

*  Yet   tel   me,'  quod   the    somonour, 

*  feithfiilly, 
Make  ye  yow  newe  bodies  thus  alway 
Of  clementz?'      The  feend  answerde, 

*Nay, 
Somtyme  we  feyne,  and  somtyme  we  aryse 
With  dede  bodyes,  in  ful  sondry  wyse, 
And  speke  as  renably  and  faire  and  wel. 


1470.  witUs^  H  /Aimges, 
f  480.  atit  H^  actf  octet. 
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As  to  the  Phitonissa  dide  Samuel ;      15 10 
And  yet  wol  som  men  seye  it  was  nat  he, 
I  do  no  fors  of  youre  dy vynytee, 
But  o  thyng  wame  I  thee,  I  wol  nat  jape, 
Thou   wolt  algates  wite   how  we   been 

shape, 
Thou  shalt   herafterwardes,  my  brother 

deere. 
Come  there  thee  nedeth  nat  of  me  to  leere. 
For  thou  shalt  by  thyn  owene  experience 
Konne  in  a  chayer  rede  of  this  sentence 
Bel  than  Virgile  while  he  was  on  lyve, 
Or  Dant  also  ;  now  lat  us  ryde  blyvc,  1520 
For  I  wole  holde  compaignye  with  thee 
Til  it  be  so  that  thou  forsake  me.' 

*  Nay,'  quod  this  somonour,  *  that  shal 

nat  bityde  ! 
I  am  a  yeman  knowen  is  ful  wydc ; 
My  trouthe  wol  I  holde  as  in  this  cas ; 
For  though  thou  were  the  devel,  Sathanas, 
My  trouthe  wol  I  holde  to  my  brother, 
As  I  am  sworn,  and  ech  of  us  til  oother. 
For  to  be  trewe  brother  in  this  cas ; 
And  bothe  we  goon  abouten  oure  purchas. 
Taak  thou  thy  part,  what  that  men  wol 

thee  yeve,  1531 

And  I  shal  mjrn, — thus  may  we   bothe 

lyve,— 
And  if  that  any  of  us  have  moore  than 

oother, 
Lat  hym  be  trewe  and  parte  it  with  his 

brother.' 

•  Igraunte,'quodthe  devel,  *  by  my  fey !  * 
And  with  that  word    they  ryden    forth 

hir  wey. 
And  right  at  the  entryng  of  the  townes 

ende. 
To  which  this  somonour  shoope  hym  for 

to  wende, 
Tliey  saugh  a  cart  that  charged  was  with 

hey, 
Which  that  a  cartere  droof  forth  in  his 

wey.  1540 

Deepe  was  the  wey,  for  which  the  carte 

stood  : 
The  cartere  smoot  and  cryde  as  he  were 

wood, 

too.  Phitonissa,  Pythoness,  1./.  the  Witch  of 
Endor.  , 

1518.  i.e.  be  able  to  lecture  on  this  tbeme. 


*  Ilayt,  Brok  !  hayt,  Scot !  what  s|xirc  ye 

for  the  stones  ! 
The  feend,'  quod  he,  *yow  fecchc,  body 

and  bones, 
As  ferforthly  as  ever  were  ye  foled  ! 
So  muche  wo  as  I  have  with  yow  tholed  ! 
The  devel  have  al,  bothe  hors  and  cart 

and  hey  !  * 
This  somonour  seyde,   *  I  leere  shal    we 

have  a  pley ' ; 
And  neer  the  feend  he  drough,  as  noght 

ne  were, 
Ful  prively,  and  rowned  in  his  ere,     1550 

*  Herkne,  my  brother  !    herkne,  Ijy  thy 

feith  ! 
Herestow  nat  how  that  the  carlcre  scith  ? 
llent  it  anon,  for  he  hath  yevc  it  thee, 
Bothe  hey  and  cart  and  eek  his  caples 

thre.* 
*Nay,'  quod  the  devel,   *God    woot, 

never  a  deel. 

It  is  nat  his  entente,  trust  thou  me  weel ; 

Axe  hym  thyself,  if  thou  nat  trowcst  me, 

Or  elles  stynt  a  while,  and  thou  shall  see. ' 

This  cartere  thakketh  his  hors  upon 

the  croupe, 
And  they  bigonnc  drawen  and  to-stou^n?. 

*  Heyt  I  now,'  quod  he,  *  ther  Jhesu  Crist 

yow  blesse  !  1561 

And  al  his  handwerk  bolhc  moore  and 

lesse  ! 
That  was  wel  t wight,  myn  owene  lyard 

boy  I 
I  pray  God  save  thee  !  and  Scinle  Loy  ! 
Now  is  my  cart  out  of  the  slow,  paniee  !  ' 
*  Lo,  brother,'  quod  the  fccnd,  *  what 

tolde  I  thee  ? 
I  leere    may  ye    se,  mjTi    owene    deerc 

brother. 
The  carl  spak  oon  thing,  but  he  thoghtc 

another. 
Lat  us  go  forth  abouten  oure  viage  : 
I  leere  wynne  I  nothyng  uponcariajije. '  1570 
Whan  that  they  coomen  soniwhat  out 

of  towne 

i559>  ihakkethy  smacks :  E-  iaketh. 

1559.  hors^  plural. 

1564.  pray,  \,pray  to. 

1564.  thee,  H2/Ay(the)A»</y. 

1564.  Seinte  Loy,  St.  Lligius. 

1568.  thing,  om.  E. 
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This  somonour   to   his   brother   gan   to 

rowne  : 
*  Brother,'  quod  he,   *hecre  woneth  an 

old  rebekke 
That  hadde  almoost  as  lief  to  lese  hire 

nekke, 
As  for  to  yeve  a  peny  of  hir  good. 
I  wole  han  twelf  pens  though  that  she  be 

wood, 
Or  I  wol  sompne  hire  unto  ourc  office, 
And  yet,  God  woot,  of  hire  knowe  I  no 

vice  ; 
But,  for  thou  kanst  nat,  as  in  this  contree, 
Wynne  thy  cost,  taak  heer  ensample  of 

me.'  1580 

This  somonour  clappeth  at  the  wj'dwes 

gate  : 
'Com  out,' quod  he,  *  thou  olde  virytrate  ! 
I  trowe  thou  hast  som  frere  or  preest  with 

thee.' 
'  Who    clappeth  ?  *    seyde    this    wyf, 

*  benedicitu  ! 
Cjo<1  save  you,  sire  !  what  is  youre  sweete 

wille  ? ' 
'  I  have,'  quo<l  he,  *of  somonaunce  a 

bille  ; 
Up  peyne  of  cursyng  lookc  that  thou  be 
To-morn  bifore  the  erchedeknes  knee, 
Tanswere  to  the  court  of  certeyn  thynges.' 

*  Now,  I^rd,'  quod  she,  *  Crist  Jhesu, 

kyng  of  kynges,  1590 

So  wisly  helpe  me,  as  I  ne  may  ! 
I  have  been  syk,  and  that  ful  many  a  day ; 
I  may  nat  go  so  fer,'  quod  she,  *ne  rydc. 
But  I  l)c  deed,  so  priketh  it  in  my  syde. 
May  I  nat  axe  a  libel,  sire  somonour. 
And  answere  there  by  my  procuratour 
To  swich  thyng  as  men  wole  opposen  me?' 

*  Vis,'  quod  this  somonour,  *  pay  anon 

— lat  se — 
Twelf  pens  to  me  and  I  wole  theeacquite. 
I  shal  no  profit  han  therby  but  lite,     1600 
My  maister  hath  the  profit,  and  nat  I. 
Com  of,  and  lat  me  r)'den  hastily ; 
Gif  me  twelf  pens,  I  may  no  lenger  tarye !  * 

*  Twelf  pens  ! '  quod  she,  *  now  lady, 

Seinte  Marie  ! 
So  wisly  help  me  out  of  care  and  sjmne, 

1586.  sfl»ionaum-e^  E  somonce. 

1587.  U/,  E  U/km. 


This  wyde  world   thogh  that  I  sholde 

Wynne, 
Ne  have  I  nat  twelf  pens  withinne  myn 

hoold  ; 
Ve  knowen  wel  that  I  am  poure  and  cold. 
Kithe  youre  almesse  on  me,  poure  wrecche.  * 
*Nay,   thanne/  quod  he,    *thc  foule 

feend  me  fecche,  1610 

If  I  thexcuse  though  thou  shul  be  spilt ! ' 

*  Alias  ! '  quod  she,  '  God  woot  I  have 
no  gilt.' 

*  Pay  me  ! '  quod  he,  *  or  by  the  sweete 
Seinte  Anne, 

As  I  wol  here  awey  thy  newe  panne 
For  dette  which  that  thou  owes!  me  of 

old,— 
Whan  that  thou  madest  thyn  housbonde 

cokewold 
I  payde  at  hoom  for  thy  correcdottn.* 

*  Thou  lixt ! '  quod  she,  *  by  my  sava- 
cioun 

Ne  was  I  never  er  now,  wydwe  ne  wyf, 
Somoned  unto  youre  court  in  al  my  \j{  I 
Ne  never  I  nas  but  of  my  body  trewe.  itei 
Unto  the  devel,  blak  and  rough  of  hewe, 
Yeve  I  thy  body  and  my  paime  also  \ ' 
And  whan  the  devel  herde  hire  cuisen 
so 
Upon  hir  knees,  he  sejrde  in  this  manere: 
*  Now,  Mabely,  myn  owenc  moder  deere, 
Is  this  youre  wyl  in  emest  that  3re  sej^e? ' 

*  The  devel,'  quod  she,  *  so  fecche  hym 
er  he  deye, — 

And   panne  and  al,   but  he   wol  hym 

repente  !  * 
'  Nay,    olde  stot !    that   is  nat  myn 

entente,'  1630 

Quod  this  somonour,  '  for  to  repente  me 
For  anything  that  I  have  had  of  thee ; 
I   wolde  I  hadde  thy  smok  and  ereiy 

clooth.* 
*Now,  brother,'  quod  the  devil,  *be 

nat  wrooth : 
Thy  body  and  this  panne  been  myne  by 

right; 
Thou  shalt  with  me  to  helle  yet  lo-nyghtf 
Where  thou  shalt  knowen  of  oure  priTcCe^ 
Moore  than  a  maister  of  dyvynytee.* 
And  with  that  word  this  fouli  feend  fay^ 

hente.  i6i9 
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Body  and  soule  he  with  the  devel  wente 
Wliere  as  that  somonours  hanhir  heritage ; 
And  God,  that  maked  after  his  ymage 
Mankynde,  save  and  gyde  us  alle  and 

some, 
And    leve   thise  somonours  goode  men 

bicomc  ! 
Lordynges,  I  koude  han  toold  yow, 

quod  this  Frere, 
I  laddel  had  leyser  for  thisSomnour  heere, 
Alter  the  text  of  Criste,  Poul,  and  John, 
And  of  oure  othere  doctours  many  oon, 
Swiche  pcynes  that  youre  herte  myghte 

agryse; 
Al  be  it  so  no  tonge  may  devyse —     1650 
Thogh  that  I  myghte  a  thousand  wynter 

telle— 
The  peynes  of  thilke  cursed  hous  of  helle ; 
But  for  to  kepe  us  fro  that  cursed  place 
Waketh  and  |»'eyeth  Jhesu  for  his  grace. 
So  kepe  us  fro  the  temptour  Sathanas. 
Herketh  this  word,  beth  war,  as  in  this 

cas: 
'  The  leoun  sit  in  his  awayt  alway 
To  sle  the  innocent,  if  that  he  may.' 
Disposeth  ay  youre  hertes  to  withstonde 
The  feend,  that  yow  wolde  make  thral 

and  bonde ;  x66o 

He   may   nat    tempte  yow   over   youre 

myght, 
For  Crist  wol  be  youre  champion  and 

knyght ; 
And  prayeth  that  thise  somonours  hem 

repente 
Of  hir  mysdedes,  er  that  the  feend  hem 

hente  ! 


The  prologe  of  the  Somonours  Tale 

This  Somonour   in  his  st3rropes  hye 
stood. 
^'poD  this  Frere  his  herte  was  so  wood, 
^W  lyk  an  aspen  leef  he  quook  for  ire. 
*  Lcnrdynges,'  quod  he,  <  but  o  thyng  I 
desire, — 
1  yow  biseke  that  of  jroure  curteisye, 

1^3.  H'  make  the  lut  more  direct,  reading 
**^  ifiun)  tompnamr  him  rtptnte.  etc 
1%  kye.VLuphe. 


Syn  ye  han  herd  this  false  Frere  lye,   167 
As  sufferelh  me  I  may  my  tale  telle. 
*This  Frere  bosteth  that  he  knowetl 

helle, 
And  God  it  woot,  that  it  is  litel  wonder 
Freres  and  feendes  been  but  lyte  asonder 
For,  Pardee  !  ye  han  ofte  lyme  herd  tcll( 
How  that  a  frere  ravysshed  was  to  helle 
In  spirit  ones  by  a  visioun  ; 
And  as  an  angel  ladde  hym  up  and  doun 
To  shewen   hym    the    peynes    that  the 

were. 
In  al  the  place  saugh  he  nat  a  frere.    168 
Of  oother  folk  he  saugh  ynowe  in  wo. 
Unto  this  angel  spak  the  frere  tho  : 
*  "  Now,  sire,"  quod  he,   *'han  frcrc 

swich  a  grace 
That  noon  of  hem  shal  come  to  this  place?' 
'"Yis,"  quod   this  angel,    "many   ; 

millioun  " ; 
And  unto  Sathanas  he  ladde  hym  doun, 
And  now  hath  Sathanas,  seith  he,  a  tayl 
Brodder  than  of  a  carryk  is  the  sayl. 
"  Hold    up    thy    tayl,    thou    Sathanas,' 

quod  he, 
**  Shewe  forth  thyn  ers,  and  lat  the  freri 

se  169. 

Where  is  the  nest  of  freres  in  thi^  place  " 
And  er  that  half  a  furlong  wey  of  space, 
Right  so  as  bees  out  swarmen  from  ai 

hyve, 
Out  of  the  develes  ers  ther  gonnc  drj've 
Twenty  thousand  freres  in  a  route. 
And  thurgh-out  helle  swarmeden  aboute 
And  comen  agayn  as  fiiste  as  they  ma] 

gon, 
And  in  his  ers  they  crepten  everychon  ; 
He    claptc   his   tayl   agayn   and    lay   fu 

stille. 
This  frere,  whan  he  hadde  looked  al  hi 

fille  170. 

Upon  the  tormentz  of  this  sor>'  i)lace, 
His  spirit  God  restored  of  his  grace 
Unto  his  body  agayn,  and  he  awook  ; 
But  natheles,  for  fere  yet  he  quook. 
So  was  the  develes  ers  ay  in  his  mynde  ; 
That  is  his  heritage  of  verray  kynde. 
God    save    yow    alle,   save    this    cursec 

Frere ! 
My  prologe  wol  I  cnde  in  this  manerc.' 
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Hecre  bigymieth  The  Somottour  his  Talc 

Ix)rd)Tiges,  thcr  is  in  Yorkshire,  as  I 

gessc, 
A  mersshycontreccalled  Iloldemesse,  1710 
In  which  thcr  wente  a  lymylour  aboutc 
To  prcche,  and  cck   to  begge,  it  is  no 

doutc. 
And  so  bifel  that  on  a  day  this  frerc 
I  laddc  prcchcd  at  a  chirchc  in  his  mancrc, 
And  sj>ccially,  aboven  every  ihyng, 
Excited  he  the  peple  in  his  prech)mg 
To  trentals,  and  to  yeve  for  Goddes  sake, 
Wherwith  mcnmyghte  hooly houses  make, 
Ther  as  divine  scrvyce  is  honoured, 
Nat  ther  as  it  is  wasted  and  devoured, 
Ne  ther  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  be  yeve,  1721 
As  to  jx)sscssioners  that  mowen  lyve, 
Thanked  Ik:  God  !  in  wele  and  habun- 

daunce. 
*  Trentals,'    seyde    he,     *  deliveren    fro 

jK*n;iuncc 
Hir  freendcs  soulcs,  as  wel  olde  as  yonge  ; 
Ye,  whan  that  they  l>een  hastily  y-songe, 
Nat  fur  to  holdc  a  preest  joly  and  gay  ; 
lie  syngeth  nat  but  o  masse  in  a  day. 
Delivereth   out,'   (juod   he,    *  anon,    the 

soules  ! 
Ful  hard  it  is,  with  flesshhook  or  with 

oules  1730 

To  been  y-clawed,  or  to  brenne,  or  Iwike  ; 
Now  sjK'de  yow  hastily  for  Cristes  sake.' 
And    whan   this   frere  had   seyd    al    his 

entente 
With  ^w/V;//;//a/r^,  forth  hisweyhe  wente. 
Whan  folk   in  chirche  had  yeve  him 

what  hem  lest, 
I  Ic  wont  his  wey,  no  lenger  wolde  he  reste. 
With  scripi^and  tipped  staf,  y-tukked  hye. 
In  every  hous  he  gan  to  |x>ure  and  prye, 
An<l   l)eggeth  niele,  and  chese,  or  elles 

corn. 
His  felawe  hadde a stafe  tipjJcd  with  horn, 

Suttimomrs  Tah.  The  central  incident  of 
this  wa>,  no  <lcnibt,  common  property;  but  the 
scttin;;  uf  the  talc  must  lie  Chaticer't. 


1709.    york$hirt^  aSf  H  Eftgtloiui. 
17.^7.  ///Ai/,  H//4v.y. 


A  jjeyre  of  tables  al  of  yvory,  i74« 

And  a  poyntel  polysshed  fetisly, 
And  wroote  the  names  alwey  as  he  stood 
Of  alle  folk  that  yaf  hym  any  good, 
Ascaunces  that  he  wolde  for  hem  pre>'. 

*  Yif  us  a  busshel  whete,  malt  or  reye, 
A  Goddes  kechyl,  or  a  trype  of  chese, 
Or  elles  what  yow  lyst,  we  may  nat  cheese ; 
A  Goddes  halfpeny,  or  a  masse  peny,'  1749 
Or  yif  us  of  youre  brawn,  if  ye  ha\*c  enjr ; 
A  dagoun  of  youre  blanket,  leevc  dame, 
Oure  suster  deere, — lo  heere  I  write  youre 

name, — 
Bacoun,  or  beef,  or  swich  thyng  as  ^ 

fynde.' 
(A  sturdy  harlot  wente  ay  hem  bihynde, 
That  was  hir  hostes-man,  and  bar  a  sak, 
And  what  men  yaf  hem  leyde  it  on  bis 

bak. 
And  whan  that  he  was  out  at  dore  aooOi 
He  planed  awey  the  names  everichoo 
That  he  bifom  had  writen  in  his  tables. 
He  served  hem  with  nyfles  and  with  frbles. 

*  Nay  !  thcr  thou  lixt,  thou  SomoDOur !' 

quod  the  Frere.  i7*» 

*  Pees  ! '  quod  oure  Hoost,  *  for  Ciisttf 

mooder  deere ; 
Tel  forth  thy  tale  and  spare  it  nat  at  aL' 
So  thryve  I,  quod  this  Somonour,  so 

I  shall 
So  longe  he  wente,  hous  by  bous,  til  be 
Cam  til  an  hous  ther  he  was  woot  to  be 
Refresshed   moore   than  in  an  hundred 

placis ; 
Syk  lay  the  goode  man  whos  that  tbe 

place  is ; 
Bedredc  upon  a  couche  lowe  he  lay. 
'DeiiS   hid'  quod   he,   «0   Thooits. 
freend,  good  day  !  *  vfp 

Seyde  this  frere,  curtei^y  and  sofie. 

*  Thomas,'  quod  he,   *God  ydde  yow* 

ful  ofte 
Have  I  upon  this  l)ench  &reii  fill  wed : 
Heere  have  I  eten  many  a  myrie  nieel'* 
And  fro  the  bench  he  droof  awey  ibc 

cat, 
And  le)'de  ad«>un  his  potente  and  his  b*t> 
And  eek  his  scrippe,  and  sette  hym  soft*^ 

adoun. 
His  felawe  was  go  walked  into  toun, 
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Forth  with  his  knave  into  that  hostcliye 
Where  as  he  shoope  hym  thilke  nyght  to 
lye.  1780 

•  O  deere  maister,'  quod  this  sikc  man, 
*■  How  han  ye  fare  sith  that  March  bigan  ? 
I  saugh  yow  nc^ht  this  fourtenyght  or 

moore.' 
'God   woot,'   quod   he,    'laboured    I 

have  fill  soore, 
And  specially  for  thy  savacioun 
Have  I  seyd  many  a  precious  orisoun  ; 
And  for  oure  othere  freendes,  God  hem 

blesse. 
I  have  to  day  been  at  youre  chirchc  at 

messe, 
And  seyd  a  sermoun  after  my  symple  wit, 
Nat  al  after  the  text  of  hooly  writ ;     1790 
For  it  is  hard  to  yow,  as  I  suppose, 
*\nd  therfore  wol  I  teche  yow  al  the  glose. 
Glosyngc  is  a  glorious  thyng  certeyn, 
For  lettre  sleeth,  so  as  we  clerkes  seyn. 
There  have  I  taught  hem  to  be  charitable, 
And  spende  hir  good  ther  it  is  resonablc  ; 
And  there  I  saugh  oure  dame, — a,  where 

is  she  ? ' 

•  Yond,   in    the   yerd,    I    trowe    that 

she  be,' 
Seyde  this  man, '  and  she  wol  come  anon.' 

•  Ey,  maister,  welcom  be  ye,  by  Seint 

John ! '  1800 

Seyde  this  wyf ;  *  how  fere  ye,  hertely  ? ' 

The  frere  ariseth  up  ful  curteisly 
And  hire  cmbraceth  in  his  armes  narwc, 
And  kiste  hire  sweete,  and  chirketh  as  a 

sporwe 
With   his    lyppes:    'Dame,'    quod    he, 

•  right  weel, 
As  he  that  is  3roure  servant  every  deel. 
Ilianked  be  God,  that  yow  yaf  soule  and 

Yet  saugh  I  nat  this  day  so  feir  a  wyf 
In  al  the  chirche,  God  so  save  me  ! ' 
*Ye,  God  amende  de&utes,  sire,'  quod 
she,  18 10 

'Algatcs  welcome  be  ye,  by  my  fey  ! ' 
*Grauni  mercy,  dame,   this  have   I 
founde  alwey, 
^t  of  youre  grete  goodnesse,  by  youre 
I  leve, 

I  wolde  prey  yow  that  ye  nat  yow  greve. 


I  wole  with  Thomas  spckc  a  litel  throwe  ; 
Thise  curatz  been  ful  necligent  and  slowe 
To  grope  tendrely  a  conscience. 
In  shrift,  in  prech5mg  is  my  diligence, 
And    studie   in   Petres   wordcs    and    in 

Poules.  1819 

I  walke,  and  fisshe  cristen  mennes  scales. 

To  yelden  Jhesu  Crist  his  propre  rente. 

To  sprede  his  word  is  set  al  myn  entente.' 

'Now,  by  youre  leve,  O  deere  sire,' 

quod  she, 
*  Chideth  him  weel,  for,  seinte  Trinitec  ! 
He  is  as  angry  as  a  pissemyre, 
Though  that  he  have  al  that  he  kan  desire, 
Though  I  him  wrye  a-nyght  and  make 

hym  warm, 
And  on  hym  leye  my  leg,  outher  myn  arm, 
He  groneth  lyk  oure  boor,  lith  in  oure 

sty. 
Oother  desport  ryght  noon  of  hym  have  I, 
I  may  nat  plese  hym  in  no  mancr  cas. '  1831 

*  O   Thomas,  je   zwus  dy,    Thomas  ! 

Thomas  ! 
This  maketh  the  feend,  this  moste  ben 

amended ; 
Ire  is  a  thyng  that  hye  God  defended, 
And  therof  wol  I  speke  a  word  or  two. ' 
'  Now,  maister,'  quod  the  wyf,  *  cr  that 

I  go. 
What,  wol  ye  d5me  ?  I  wol  go  theraboute. ' 

*  Now,  dame,'  quod  he,  ^je  vous  dy 

sanz  doute. 
Have  I  nat  of  a  capoun  but  the  lyvere, 
And    of   youre   softe   breed    nat   but   a 

shyvere,  1840 

And  after  that  a  rosted  piggcs  heed, — 
But  that  I  nolde  no  beest  for  mc  were 

deed, — 
Thanne  hadde  I  with  yow  hoomly  suflfi- 

saunce. 
I  am  a  man  of  litel  sustenaunce. 
My  spirit  hath  his  fostryng  in  the  Bible, 
The  body  is  ay  so  redy  and  pcnyble 
To  wake,  that  my  stomak  is  destroyed  ; 
I  prey  yow,  dame,  ye  be  nat  anoycd, 
Though   I   so  freendly  yow  my  conscil 

shewe. 
By  God,  I  wolde  nat  telle  it  but  a  fewc  ! ' 
'  Now,  sire,'  quod  she,  *  but  o  word  cr 

I  go :  1851 
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My  child  is  deed  withinne  thise  wykcs  two, 
Soone  after  that  ye  wente  out  of  this  toun.* 

*  His  dceth  saugh  I  by  revelacioun,' 
Seith  this  frere,  *  at  hoom  in  oure  dortour. 
I  dar  wcl  se>'n  that  er  that  half  an  hour 
After  his  deeth,  I  saugh  hyni  born  to  blisse 
In  my  avisioun,  so  Ciod  me  wissc  ! 

So  dide  our  sexteyn  and  oure  fermerer, 
That  han  been  trcwe  freres  fifty  yeer, — 
They  may  now,  God  be  thanked  of  his 

loone  I  i86i 

Maken  hir  jubilee,  and  walke  allone. 
And  up  I  roos,  and  al  oure  covent  eke, 
With  many  a  teare  triklyng  on  my  cheke, 
VVithouien  noyse,  or  claterynge  of  belles, 
Te  ileum  was  oure  song  and  no  thyng 

dies  ; 
Save  that  to  Crist  I  seyde  an  orisoun, 
Thankyngc  hyni  of  his  revclacioun  ; 
For,  sire  and  dame,  trustethmc  right  wecl, 
Oure  orisons  been  moore  eflfcctueel,     1870 
And    moorc   we    seen  of  Cristes   secree 

ihyngcs, 
Than  burel  folk,  al  though  they  weren 

kynges. 
We  lyve  in  i^verte  and  in  abstinence. 
And  burel  1  folk  in  richessc  and  despence 
Of  mete  and  drynke,  and  in  hir  foul  delit. 
We  han  this  ^vorldcs  lust  al  in  despit. 
I^azar  and  Dives  lyveden  diversly 
And  diverse  gerdoun  hadden  they  iher-by. 
WTio-so  wol  preye  he  moot  faste  and  be 

clcne, 
And  falte  his  soule  and  make  his  body 

Icne.  i88p 

We  fare  as  seith  thajwstle  ;  clooth  and 

foixle 
Suffisen  us,  though  they  be  nat  ful  goode  ; 
The  rlennesse  and  the  fastynge  of  us  freres 
Makelh  that  Crist  acceptethoure  prcyeres. 

*  Lo,  Moyses  fourty  daycs  and  fourty 

nyght 
Fasted,  er  that  the  heighe  God  of  myght 
Spak  with  hym  in  the  mount  of  Synay. 
With    emi)ty   wombe,   fastynge   many   a 

day, 
Kcceyvctl  he  the  lawe  that  was  writen 
With  Goddcs  fynger ;  and  Elye,  wel  yc 

witen,  1890 

In  mount  Oreb,  er  he  hadde  any  spcche 


With  hyc  God,  that  is  oure  lyvcs  leche, 
He  fasted    longe,  and  was  in  contemp- 
launce. 

*  Aaron,    that   hadde    the   temple    in 

governaunce, 
And  eek  the  othere  preest^  cverichon, 
Into  the  temple  whan  they  sholde  gon 
To  preye  for  the  jxiple,  and  do  servysc, 
They  nolden  drynken  in  no  tnaner  wj'se 
No    drynke   which    that    myghte   hem 
dronke  make ;  1899 

But  there,  in  abstinence  preye  and  wake. 
Lest  that  they  deyden : — taak  heedc  what 

I  seye, — 
But  they  be  sobre  that  for  the  peple  pre)-c. 
War    that  ! — I   seye    namoore, — for   it 

suftiseth. 
Oure  Lord  Jhesu,  as  hooly  writ  devyseth, 
Vaf  us  ensample  of  fastynge  and  prcyeres ; 
Therfore  we  raendynantz,  we  sely  freres. 
Been  wedded  to  poverte  and  continence, 
To  charite,  humblesse,  and  abstinence, 
To  persecucioun  for  right wisnesse, 
To  wep)'nge,  misericorde  and  clennesse  ; 
And  therfore  may  ye  se  that  oure  prc- 
yeres,—  191 1 
I  s|)cke  of  us,  we  mendynantz,  we  freres, — 
Been  to  the  hye  (iod  moore  acceptable 
Than  youres  withyoure  feestes  at  the  table. 
Yxo  Paradys  first,  if  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Was  man  out  chaced  for  his  glotonye. 
And  chaast  was  man  in  I'aradys  certeyn. 
'  But  herkne,  Thonuis,  what  I  shal  the 
seyn, 
I  ne  have  no  text  of  it,  as  I  suppose, 
But  I  shal  fyndc  it  in  a  maner  glose,  1930 
That  si^cially  oure  sweete  Lord  Jhesus 
Spak  this  by  freres,  whan  he  seyde  thus : 

*  **  Blessed    be    they   that   povere   in 

spirit  been," — 
And  so  forth  al  the  gospel  may  ye  seen 
Wher  it  be  likker  oure  professioun, 
Or  hirs  that  swymmen  in  posscssioun, — 
Fy  on  hire  pompc  and  on  hire  glotonye  I 
And  for  hir  lewcdnesse,  I  hem  difl^  ! 

*  Me  thynketh  they  been  lyk  Jovinyan, 
Fat  "OS  a  whale,  and  walkynge  as  a  swan, 
Al  \'inolent  as  hotel  in  the  spence.      1931 

1 029.  MiNvaflr,  probably  the  m)'thical  emperor 
of  the  C<*tA  R^manBrum, 
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Hir  preyere  is  of  ful  greet  reverence 
WTian  they  for  soules  seye  the  Psalm  of 

Davit,— 
Lo,  "buf"  they  seye,  cormeumertictavity — 
WTio  folweth  Cristes  gospel,  and  his  foore, 
But  we  that  humble  been  and  chaast  and 

poore, 
Werkeris  of  Goddes  word,  not  auditours  ? 
Therfore,  right  as  an  hauk  up  at  a  sours 
Up  springcth  into  their,  right  so  prayeres 
Of  charitable  and  chaste,  bisy  frcres    1940 
Maken  hir  sours  to  Goddes  eres  two. 
Thomas,  Thomas,  somoote  I  r>'de  or  go, — 
And  by  that  lord  that  clepid  Is  Seint  Yve  ! 
Nere  thou  oure  brother   sholdestou  nat 

thryve  ! 
In  our  chapitre  praye  we  day  and  nyght 
To  Crist  that  he  thee  sende  heele  and 

myght 
Thy  body  for  to  weelden,  hastily.' 

*  G<xi  woot,*  quod  he,  *  no  thyng  therof 

feele  I ! 
As  help  mc  Crist,  as  I,  in  fewe  yeres, 
I  Ian  spent  upon  diverse  manere  frcres  1950 
Ful  many  a  pound,  yet  fare  I  never  the  bet. 
Certeyn  my  good  I  have  almoost  biset, — 
Farwel  my  gold,  for  it  is  al  ago  ! ' 

The  frere  answerde,  *  O  Thomas,  dos- 

tow  so? 
What  nedeth  yow  diverse  freres  seche  ? 
WTiat  nedeth  hym  that  hath  a  parfit  lechc 
To  scchen  othere  leches  in  the  loun  ? 
Voure  incoastance  is  youre  confusioun. 
Holde  ye  thanne  me,  or  elles  oure  covcnt, 
To  prayc  for  yow  been  insufficient  ?    i960 
Thomas,  that  jape  nys  nat  worth  a  mytc  ; 
\'ourc  maladye  is  for  we  ban  to  lyte. 
A  !  >'if  that  covent  half  a  quarter  otes  ! 
A I  yif  that  covent  foure  and  twenty grotes! 
A  I  yif  that  frere  a  peny,  and  lat  hym  go  ! 
Nay,  nay,  Thomas,  it  may  no  th)mg  be  so ! 
What  is  a  ferthyng  worth  parted  in  twelve? 
Lo,  ech  thyng  that  is  oned  in  it  selve 
Is  moore  strong  than  whan  it  Ls  to-scatered. 
Thomas,  of  me  thou  shalt  nat  l>een  y- 

flatered ;  1970 

Thou  woldest  ban  oure  labour  al  for  noght ; 
The  hye  God,  that   al  this  world  hath 

wroght, 
Seith  that  the  werkman  worthy  is  his  byre. 


Thomas,  noght  of  youre  Iresor  I  desire, 
As  for  my  self,  but  that  al  oure  covent 
To  prcye  for  yow  is  ay  so  diligent, 
And  for  to  buyldcn  Cristes  owene  chirche. 
Thomas,  if  ye  wol  Icrnen  for  to  wirche 
Of  buyldynge  up  of  chirches,  may  ye  fyndc 
If  it  l)c  goo<l  in  Thomas  lyf  of  Inde.    198;) 
Ye  lye  heerc  ful  of  anger  and  of  ire, 
With  which  the  devel  set  youre  heric  afyre. 
And  chidcn  hecre  the  sely  innocent, 
Youre  wyf,  that  is  so  mekc  and  jxicicnt  ; 
And  therfore,  Thomas,  Irowe  me  if  thee 

leste, 
Nc  stryve  nat  with  thy  wyf,  as  ft)r  thy 

beste  ; 
And  ber  this  word  awey  now,  by  thy  feith, 
Touchynge  this  thyng,  lo  what  the  wise 

seith, 
'*  Withinnethynhous  ncbc  thou  no  Icoun  ; 
To  thy  subgitz  do  noon  oppressioun,    1900 
Nc  make  thyne  acqueyntis  fro  the  flee.*' 
And,  Thomas,  yet  eft-soones  I  charge  thee, 
Be  war  of  yre  that  in  thy  bosom  sle|xMh, 
War  fro  the  serpent  that  so  slily  crepctli 
Under  the  gras  and  styngeth  subtilly  ; 
Be  war,  my  sone,  and  herkne  i>aciently, 
That  twenty  thousand  men  ban  l«)st  hir 

ly^'es 
For  stry\'yng  with  hir  lemmans  and  liir 

wyves. 
Now  sith  ye  ban  so  hooly,  mekc  n  wyf, 
What  nedeth  yow,  Thomas,  to  maken  stryf  ? 
Ther  nys,  y-wys,  no  serpent  so  cruel    ?o<>i 
Whan  man  tret  on  his  tayl,  nc  half  so  fel 
As  womman  is,  whan  she  haili  caught  nii 

ire ; 
Vengeance  is  thanne  al  that  ihey  desire. 
Ire  is  a  s}*nne,  oon  of  the  gret«:  sevcne, 
Abhomynahle  unto  the  God  of  hevene, 
And  to  hymself  it  is  destniccioun. 
This  every  lewed  vikcr,  or  pers(^un, 
Kan  seye,  how  ire  engcndrelli  honiycide. 
Ire  is  in  sooth  executour  of  pryde.       .th.) 
I  koude  of  ire  seye  so  muclie  ^orwe 
My  tale  sholde  laste  til  tomorwe  ; 
And  therfore  preye  I  Go<l,  b«>tlic  day  and 

nyght, 

1980.  Thoiiiua.  St.  Thomas  professed  to  be  cin 
architect,  but  the  palace  he  built  for  the  India" 
king  was  in  heaven. 
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An  irous  man  God  sende  hym  litel  myght. 
It  is  greet  harme  and  certes  greet  pitee 
To  sette  an  irous  man  in  heigh  degree. 

*  Whilom  ther  was  an  irons  potestat, 
As  scith  Scnek,  that  durynge  his  cstaat 
Upon  a  day  out  ryden  knyghtes  two  ; 
And  as  Kr)rtunc  wolde  that  it  were  so 
That  oon  of  hem  cam  hoom,  that  ©other 

noght.  902I 

Anon  the  knyght  bifore  the  juge  is  broght, 
That  seyde  thus  :  **  Thou  hast  thy  felawe 

slayn, 
For   which    I  deme   thee   to   the  deeth 

certayn  "  ; 
And  to  another  knyght  comanded  he, 
**Go  lede  hym   to  the  deeth,  I  charge 

thee  ! " 
And  happetl  as  they  wente  by  the  weye, 
Toward  the  place  ther  he  sholde  deye, 
The  knyght  cam  which  men  wenden  had 

be  deed. 
Thanne  thoughte  they  it  was  the  beste 

reed,  2030 

To  ledc  hem  bothe  to  the  juge  agayn. 
They  sciden,  **  Lord,  the  knyght  ne  hath 

nat  slayn 
His  felawe  ;  heere  he  standeth  hool  alyve." 
•*  Ve  shul  be  deed,"  quod  he,  **  so  moot  I 

thryve  ! 
That  is  to  scyn,  bothe  oon,  and  two,  and 

thre." 
And  to  the  firste  knyght  right  thus  spak 

he  : 
•'  I  dampncd  thee,  thou  most  algate  be 

deed  ; 
And  thou,  also,  most  nedes  lese  thyn  heed, 
For  thou  art  cause  why  thy  felawe  deyth" ; 
And  to  the  thridde  knyght  right  thus  he 

seith  :  2040 

'  *  Thou  hast  nat  doon  that  I  comanded 

thee  "  ; 
And  thus  he  dide  doon  sleen  hem  alle 

thre. 

*  Irous  Cambises  was  eek  dronkelewe 
And  ay  delited  hym  to  been  a  shrewe ; 
And  so  bifcl  a  lord  of  his  meynee, 

2018.  Senek.  This  story  is  told  by  Seneca,  De 
Ira^  i.  16,  of  Cn.  Piso  (T.) 

2043.  Cambisfx.  This  story  is  also  in  Seneca, 
ill.  14  :  it  (lifTcrs  a  little  from  one  in  Herodotus, 
lik.  lii.  (1.) 


That  loved  vertuous  moralitee, 

Seyde  on  a  day  bitwene  hem  two  right 

thus : 
*  "  A  lord  is  lost  if  he  be  vicius. 
And  dronkenesse  is  eek  a  foul  record 
Of  any  man,  and  namely  in  a  lonl.     2050 
Ther  is  fill  many  an  eye,  and  many  an  ere, 
Awaityng  on  a  lord,  and  he  noot  where. 
For  Goddes  love  drynk  moore  attemprely  I 
Wyn  maketh  man  to  lesen  wrecchcdly 
His  mynde  and  eek  his  lym^  everichon." 
*  **  The  revers  shaltou  se,"  quod  he  anon, 
"  And  preeve  it  by  thyn  owene  experience, 
That  wyn  ne  dooth  to  folk   no  swich 

offence. 
Ther  is  no  wyn  bircveth  me  my  myght 
Of  hand,  ne  foot,  ne  of  myne  eyen  sigjit "  ; 
And  for  despit  he  drank  ful  muchel  moore, 
An  hondred  part,  than  he  hadde  doon 

bifoore; 
And  right  anon,  this  irous,  cuisM  wrecche 
Leet  this  knyghtes  sone  bifore  hym  feoche, 
Comandynge  hym  he  sholde  bifore  hym 

stonde ; 
And  sodeynly  he  took  his  bowe  in  hondc, 
And  up  the  streng  he  pulled  to  his  ere. 
And  with  an  arwe  he  slow  the  child  right 

there. 
"  Now,  wheither  have  I  a  siker  hand  or 

noon  ?  " 
Quod  he  ;  *'is  al  my  myght  and  myndc 

agon?  2070 

Hath  wyn  b)rreved  me  myne  eyen  sight  ?  *' 
What  sholde  I   telle  thanswere  of  the 

kn3rght  ? 
His  sone  was  slayn,  ther  is  namoore  to 

seye. 
Beth  war,  theifore,  with  lordes  how  ye 

pleye. 
Syngeth  Placebo^ — and  I  shal,  if  I  lean, 
But  if  it  be  unto  a  poure  man. 
To  a  poure  man  men  sholde  his  vices  telle. 
But  nat  to  a  lord,  thogh  he  sholde  go 

to  helle. 
'  Lo,  irous  Cinis,  thilk^  Percien, 
How  he  destroyed  the  ryvcr  of  Gysen,  9080 
For  that  an  hors  of  his  was  dreynt  ther- 

inne, 

2070.  Cirtts.  See  Herodotus  nk.i.,aad  Seneca, 


De  ira^  both  of  whom  call  the  river  Gynde^ 
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Whan  that  he  wente  Babiloigne  to  wynne. 
He  made  that  the  ryver  was  so  smal 
That  worn  men  myghte  wade  it  over  al. 

*  Lo,  what  seyde  he  that  so  wel  techc 

kan  : 
**  Nc  be  no  felawe  to  an  irous  man, 
Ne  with  no  wood  man  walke  by  the  wcye, 
Lest  thee  repente," — ther  is  namoore  to 

seye.' 

*  Now,  Thomas,  leeve  brother,  lef  thyn 

ire, 
Thou  shalt  me  fynde  as  just  as  is  a  squyre  ; 
HooUl  nat  the  develes  knyf  ay  at  thyn 

herte, —  2091 

Thyn    angre    dooth    thee    al   to   soore 

smerte, — 
But  shewe  to  me  al  thy  confessioun.* 
'  Nay,'  quod  the  sike  man,  <  by  Seint 

Symoun  ! 
I  have  be  shryven  this  day  at  my  curat ; 
I  have  hym  toold  hoolly  al  myn  estat. 
Nedeth  namoore  to  speken  of  it,  seith  he, 
But  if  me  list,  of  myn  humylitee.' 

*  Yif  me  thanne  of  thy  gold,  to  make 

cure  cloystre,' 
Quod  he,  *  for  many  a  muscle  and  many 

an  oystre,  a  100 

Whan  othere  men  ban  ben  ful  wel  at  eyse, 
Hath  been  oure  foode,  our  cloystre  for 

to  reyse; 
And     3ret,     God     woot,     unnethe     the 

limdement 
Parfoumed  is,  ne  of  our  pavement 
Nys  nat  a  tylc  yet  withinne  oure  wones, — 
By  God,  we  owen  fourty  pound  for  stones  ! 

*  Now  help,  Thomas  I  for    hym    that 

harwed  helle. 
For  elles  moste  we  oure  bookes  selle ; 
And  if  ye  lakke  oure  predicacioun  2109 
Thanne  goth  the  world  al  to  destruccioun. 
For  whoso  wolde  us  fro  this  world  bireve, 
So  God  me  savd,  Thomas,  by  youre  leve, 
He  wolde  bireve  out  of  this  world  the 

Sonne ; 
For  who  kan  teche,  and  werchen,  as  we 

konne? 
x\nd  that  is  nat  of  litel  tyme,'  quod  he, 
*  But  syn  that  Elie  was,  or  Elisc, 
Han  freres  been, — that  fynde  I  of  record  : 
91  s6.  EHe^  E  Etm^, 


In  charitee  y-thanked  be  oure  Lord  ! 
Now,  Thomas,  helpe  for  seinte  charitee  ! ' 
And  doun  anon  he  sette   hym   on   his 
knee.  2120 

This  sike  man  wax  wel  ny  wood  for  ire  ; 
He  wolde  that  the  frere  had  been  on  fire 
With  his  false  dissymulaciuun. 

*  Swich  thyng  as  is  in  my  possessioun,' 
Quod  he,  *  that  may  I  yeven,  and  noon 

oother. 
Ye    sey   me    thus,   "that    I    am    yourc 
brother  "  ? ' 

*  Ye,  certes,*  quod  the  frere,  *  trusteth 

weel, 
I  took  oure  dame  oure  Icttre  and  oure 

seel.' 
*Now  wel,*  quod  he,   *and  somwhat 

shal  I  yeve  2129 

Unto  youre  hooly  covent  whil  1  lyve, 
And  in  thyn  hand  thou  shalt  it  have  anon, 
On  this  condicioun,  and  oother  noon  ; 
That  thou  departe  it  so,  my  leeve  brother, 
That   every   frere  have   also   muche   as 

oother ; 
This  shalt ou  swere  on  thy  professioun, 
Withouten  fraud  or  cavillacioun.' 

*  I  swere  it,'  quod  this  frere,  *  by  my 

feith  I ' 
And  therwithal  his  hand  in  his  he  leith, — 
*  Lo  hcer  my  feith,  in  mc  shal  Ix;  no  lak.' 

*  Now  thanne,  put  in  thyn  hand  doun 

by  my  bak,'  2140 

Seyde  this  man,  *  and  grope  wel  bihynde  ; 
Bynethe  my  buttok  ther  shaltow  fynde 
A  thyng  that  I  have  hyd  in  ])ryvetee.' 

*  A  ! '  thoghte  this  frere,  *  this  shal  go 

with  me ! ' 
And  doun  his  hand  he  launchcth  to  the 

clifte. 
In  hope  for  to  fynde  there  a  yifte  ; 
And  whan  this  sike  man  felte  this  frere 
Aboute  his  tuwel  grope  there  and  hecrc, 
Amydde   his   hand   he   leet   the  frere  a 

fart; 
Ther  nys  no  capul  drawynge  in  a  cart    2150 
That  myghte  have  lete  a  fart  of  swich  a 

soun. 
The  frere  up  stirte,  as  dooth  a  wood 

leoun,~ 

2133.  irerCy  H*  dect-e. 
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*A!  false  cherl,*  quod  he,  *for  Goddes 

bones ! 
This  hastow  for  despit  doon  for  the  nones  ; 
Thou  shalt  abye  this  fart,  if  that  I  may  ! ' 
His  meynee,  whiche  that  herden  this 

affray, 
Cam  lepynge  in,  and  chaced  out  the  frere  ; 
And  forth  he  gooth  with   a   ful  angry 

cheere, 
And  fette  his  fclawe,  ther  as  lay  his  stoor. 
He  looked  as  it  were  a  wilde  boor, — 
He   grynte    >\Hth   his   teeth,  so  was   he 

wrooth ;  2161 

A  sturdy  paas  doon  to  the  court  he  gooth, 
Wher   as   ther   woned  a   man   of  greet 

honour. 
To  whom  that  he  was  alwey  confessour  ; 
This  worthy  man  was  lord  of  that  village. 
This  frere  cam  as  he  were  in  a  rage, 
Where  as  this  lord  sat  etyng  at  his  bord  ; 
Unnethes  myghte  the  frere  speke  a  word, 
Til  atte  laste  he  seyde,  '  God  yow  see  ! ' 
This    lord    gan     looke     and     seide, 

*  Beiiedicitee  !  2170 

What,  frere  John,  what  maner  world  is 

this  ? 
1  se  wel  that  som  thyng  ther  is  amys ; 
Ve  lookcn  as  the  wode  were  ful  of  the\'ys  ; 
Sit  doun  anon,  and  tel  me  what  youre 

grief  Ls, 
And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  I  may.' 

*  I  have,'  quod  he,  *had  a  despit  this 

day, 
(iod  yelde  yow  !  adoun  in  youre  village, 
That  in  this  world  is  noon  so  poure  a  page. 
That  he  nolde  have  abhomynacioun    2179 
Of  that  I  have  recey  ved  in  youre  toun  ; 
And  yet  nc  greveth  me  no  th)mg  so  score. 
As  that  this  olde  cherl,  with  lokkes  hoore. 
Blasphemed  hath  oure  hooly  covent  eke.' 

*  Now,  maister,'  quod  this  lord,  •  I  yow 

l)iseke ' — 

*  No  "maister,"  sire,'  quod  he,  *but 

scrvitour, 

ThoLjh  I  have  had  in  scolc  swich  honour  ; 

C itKi  likelh  nat  that  •*  l^by  "  men  us  calle, 

Neither  in  market  nc  in  youre  large  halle.' 

'  Nu  fors,'  qutxl  he,   *  but   tel   me  al 

youre  grief.' 
217?.  ie  :/•«•/  that  tout,  E  troxve  som  mantr. 


*Sire,'   quod   this  frere,    'an   odious 
meschief  2190 

This  day  bityd  is  to  myn  ordre  and  me ; 
And  so  par  cofuequens  in  ech  degree 
Of  hooly  chirche;  God  amende  it  scone  I' 

*  Sire,'  quod  the  lord,  *  ye  wcot  what 

is  to  doone ; 

Distempre  yow  noght,  ye  be  my  confes- 
sour ; 

Ye  been  the  salt  of  the  erthe  and  the 
savour ; 

For.  Goddes    love    youre    padence    yc 
holde ; 

Tel  me  youre  grief ;  and  he  anon  hym 
tolde, 

As  yc   han    herd   bifom,  ye  woct   wel 
what. 
The  lady  of  the  hous  al  stille  sat     9900 

Til  she  had  herde  what  the  frere  sayde  ; 

*  Ey  !    Goddes    mccder,'   quod    die, — 

<  blisful  mayde ! 
Is  ther  oght  elles  ?    Telle  me  feithfiilly.' 

*  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  how  tfaynke  ye 

hereby  ?  * 
'  How  that  me  th3mketh  ? '  quod  she  ; 

'  so  God  me  speede  ! 
I  seye,  a  cherle  hath  doon  a  cfaerles  dede. 
What   sholde   I   seye?      God   lat   h)'m 

never  thee. 
His  sike  heed  is  ful  of  vanjrtee ; 
I  holde  hym  in  a  manere  frenesye.' 

*  Madame,' quod  he,  <by  God  I  shal 

nat  lye,  ano 

But  I  on  oother  wise  may  be  awreke, 
I  shal  disclaundre  hym,  over  al  ther  I 

speke, — 
This  false  blasphemour  that  chaiged  me 
To  parte  that  wol  nat  departed  be, — 
To  every  man  yliche,  with  meschaunce  !  * 
The  lord  sat  stille,  as  he  were  in  a 

traunce. 
And  in  his  herte  he  rolled  up  and  doun 

*  How  hadde  the  cherl  ymaginacioon. 
To  shcwe  swich  a  i^robleme  to  the  frere  ? 
Never   erst    er    now  herd    I    of  swich 

mateere ;  aaao 

I  trowe  the  devel  putte  it  in  his  mynde. 
In  ars-metrike  shal  ther  no  man  ffsAe, 
Bifom  this  day  of  swich  a  questioQn. 


nti.  wiut  ESfM^irx. 
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as  a  shrewed  conclusioun, 
lan  sholde  haveyliche  his  part, 
un  or  savour  of  a  fart, 
ie  cherl !  I  shrewe  his  face  ! 
lod  the  lord,  with  harde  grace, 
ever  of  swich  a  thyng  er  now  ? 
man  ylike," — tel  me  how? 
)ss{ble,  it  may  nat  be.       3331 
irl?  God  lete  thee  never  thee ! 
nge  of  a  fart,  and  every  soun, 
ir  reverberacioun, 
wasteth,  litel  and  litel  awey. 
nan  kan  demen,  by  my  fey  1 
:re  departed  equally. 
J  cherl,  lo,  yet  how  shrewedly, 
nfessour  to  day  he  spak  ; 
I,  certeyn,  a  demonyak.    3340 
ire  mete,  and  lat  the  cherl  go 

longe  hymself  a  devel  weye  ! ' 

of  the  hrdes  Squier  and  his 
yr  departynge  of  the  fart  on 

I  the  lordesSquier  at  the  bord, 
is  mete,  and  herde,  word  by 

» 

ges  whiche  that  I  have  sayd  ; 

quod  he,   *be  ye  nat  yvele 

:!. 

!  for  a  gowne-clooth 

firere,  so  ye  be  nat  wrooth, 

s  fart  sholde  evene  y-delcd  be 

e  covent,  if  it  lyked  me.  *   3350 

>d  the  lord,  '  and  thou  shalt 

anon 

)oth,  by  God,  and  by  Seint 
f » 

• 

,'  quod  he,  'whan  that  the 
r  is  fair, 

7nd,  or  perturbynge  of  air, 
cartewheel  into  this  halle, — 
at  it  have  his  spokes  alle, — 
es  hath  a  cartwheel  comunly ; 
me  thanne  twelf  freres, — 
ye  why  ? 

d  who  tehUde  make  a  demaruira- 
I*  nyce. 


For  thritten  is  a  covent,  as  I  gesse ; 
The  c6nfessour  heere,  for  his  worthynesse, 
Shal   parfoume  up  the  nombre    of  his 

covent.  9961 

Thanne  shal  they  knele  doun,  by  oon 

assent. 
And  to  every  spokes  ende,  in  this  manere, 
Ful  sadly  leyc  his  nose  shal  a  firere. 
Youre  noble  c6nfessour  there,  God  hym 

save  ! 
Shal  holde  his  nose  upright  under  the  nave. 
Thanne   shal   this  cherl,  with  bely  stif 

and  toght 
As  any  tabour,  hyder  been  y-broght. 
And  sette  hym  on  the  wheel  right  of  this 

cart,  3369 

Upon  the  nave,  and  make  hym  lete  a  fart^ 
And  ye  shul  seen,  up  peril  of  my  lyf. 
By  preeve  which  that  is  demonstratif. 
That  equally  the  soun  of  it  wol  wende, 
And  eke  thestynk,  unto  the  spokes  ende, — 
Save  that  this  worthy  man,  youre  con- 

fessour, 
By  cause  he  is  a  man  of  greet  honour, 
Shal  have  the  firste  fruyt,  as  resoun  is. 
The  noble  usage  of  freres  yet  is  this, 
The   worthy  men  of  hem  shul  first  be 

served, —  2279 

And  certeinly,  he  hath  it  weel  disserved, 
Me  hath  to  day  taught  us  so  muchel  good 
With  prechyng  in  the  pulpit  ther  he  stood. 
That  I  may  vouchesauf,  I  sey  for  me, 
I  Ie  hadde  the  firste  smel  of  fartes  three, 
.'Vnd  so  wolde  al  the  covent  hardily ; 
He  bereth  hym  so  faire  and  hoolily.' 
The  lord,  the  lady,  and  alle  men  save 

the  frere, 
Seyden  that  Jankyn  spak  in  this  matere 
As  wel  as  Euclude,  or  Protholomee  : 
Touchynge  this  cherl,  they  seyden,-  sub- 

tiltee  3990 

And  heigh  wit  made  hym  speken  as  he 

spak ; 
He  nys  no  fool,  ne  no  demonyak  ; 
And  Jankyn  hath  y-wonne  a  newe  gowne. 
My  tale  is  doon, — we  been  almoost  at 

towne. 
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2372.  prteve  which f  H  verray  froef. 
2289.  Prothclcmee,  Ptolemy. 
2394.  at  towne,  Stttingboume. 
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Hfere  folweth  The  Prohge  of  the  Clerkes 
Tale  of  Oxenford 

*  Sire  Clerk  of  Oxenford,'  cure  Hoste 

sayde, 
'  Ve  ryde  as  coy  and  stille  as  dooth  a 

mayde, 
Were  ncwe  spoused,  sittynge  at  the  bord  ; 
This  day  ne  herd  I  of  youre  tonge  a  word. 
I  trowe  ye  sludie  aboute  som  sophyme  ; 
But  Salomon  seith  "every  thyng  hath 

tyme. " 
For  Goddes  sake !  as  beth  of  l)ettre  cheere ! 
It  is  no  tyme  for  to  studien  heere ; 
Telle  us  som  myrie  tale,  by  youre  fey  ! 
For  what  man  that  is  cntred  in  a  pley,     lo 
I  le  nedes  moot  unto  the  pley  assente  ; 
But  precheth  nat,  as  freres  doon  in  Lente, 
To  make  us  for  oure  olde  synnes  wepe, 
Xe  that  thy  talc  make  us  nat  to  slepe. 
Telle  us  som  murie  thyng  of  dventiires, — 
Youre  termcs,  youre  colours,  and  youre 

figures 
Kcejie  hem  in  stoor  til  so  be  ye  endite 
Ilcigh  style,  ps  whan  that  men  to  kyngcs 

write  ; 
Si^keth  so  pleyn  at  this  tyme,   I  yow 

preye,  19 

That  we  may  understonde  what  ye  seye.' 
This  worthy  clerk  Ixinignely  answerde, 
*  I  Ioste,'qu«Hl  he, '  I  am  under  youre  yerde, 
Ve  han  of  us,  as  now,  the  governance, 
And  therefor  wol  I  do  yow  obeisance 
As  fer  as  resoun  axeth  hardily. 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  tale  which  that  I 
Lerncd  at  Pad  we  of  a  worthy  clerk. 
As  prevcd  by  his  wordes  and  his  werk  ; 
He  is  n(jw  deed  and  naylcd  in  his  chcste, 
I  prey  to  Go<l  s<i  yeve  his  soule  rcste  !  30 

*  Fraunceys  Peirak,  the  lauriat  poete, 
Highte  this  clerk  whos  rethorike  .sweete 
Enlumyned  al  Vtaille  of  ix>etrie, — 

19.  /",  E2  tve. 

77.  Lfrrtfd at  Patfve.  Petrarch  was  at  Arqua, 
near  Padua,  from  Jan.  to  Sept.  1373,  and  Chaucer 
may  caMly  have  visited  him  on  his  Genoese 
miHsiuii  Df  thai  year. 

29.  lifctf.     I'ctrarch  died  in  1374. 


As  Lynyan  didc  of  philosophie, 
Or  la  we,  or  oother  art  particuler, — 
But  deeth,  that  wol  nat  suf&e  us  dwellen 

heer. 
But  as  it  were  a  twynklyng  of  an  eye, 
Hem  bothe  hath  slayn,  and  alle  shul  we 

dye. 
But  forth  to  tellen  of  this  worthy  man 
That  taughte  me  this  tale,  as  I  bigan,  40 
I   seye   that   first   with    heigh    stile   he 

enditeth, 
Er  he  the  body  of  his  tale  writeth, 
A  prohemye,  in  the  which  discryveth  he 
Pemond,  and  of  Saluces  the  contiee  ; 
And  speketh  of  Apennyn,  the  hilles  h}'e 
That  been  the  boundes  of  West  Lum- 

bardyc. 
And  of  Mount  Vesulus  in  special. 
Where  as  the  Poo  out  of  a  welle  smal 
Taketh  his  firste  spryngyng  and  his  sours. 
That  estward  ay  encresseth  in  his  cours  50 
To  Emeleward,  to  Ferrare  and  Venysc, — 
The  which  a  longe  thyng  were  to  devysc, 
And  trewely,  as  to  my  juggement. 
Me  thynketh  it  a  thyng  impertinent, 
Save  that  he  wole  convoyen  his  t(iatecre  ; 
But  this  is  his  tale  which  that  ye  may  heere. ' 


CLERK  OF  OXFORD'S  TALE 

!  Ileere  bigptnetk  The  Tale  oftlu  Clerk  of 

Oxenford 

PART   I 

Ther  Is,  at  the  West  syd*  of  Ytaille, 
!  Doun  at  the  roote  of  V^esulus  the  colde, 

34.  Lynyan.  an  Italian  jtirist,  who  died  ia  X38> 

44.  Pemona^  Piedmont. 

44.  Smhuest  Saluzio. 

47.  AfoHHt  yetuhut  Moote  Visa 

51.  To  EmeUwmrd.  i.e.  towards  the  district 
traversed  by  the  old  Via,  AemiUanm, 

56.  this  ts^  £9  this. 

The  Tale  0/  the  Clerk.  ThU  is  for  the^  nost 
part  a  close  rendering  of  the  Latin  vernon  of 
the  Tale  of  Griselda,  -written  fay  Petrarch  after 
reading  Boccaccio*!  story  in  tae  Dttmmereme. 
Chaucer's  chief  departtires  firom  Petrarch  are 
pointeil  out  in  the  notes. 
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<  liitly  pl*ync,  haliunilant  of  viUtillc, 
Alien:  many  a  toiu  Bnil  toun  Ihou  nuiysl 
tuhalilc  i= 

[  liat  loaiwlcd  were  [n  tyme  of  (aiim  oUle, 
'iikI  many  anolhei  clelitabic  sighlc, 
\nil  Salucvs  IhLt  noble  conlref  liij^lut. 

V  laitfkys  ahilam  kml  was  of  Ihitt  lin<l, 
\»  uere  hu  worthy  eldres  hym  bituic, 
\nl  olicuant  jmt  redy  to  his  honil 
W'ac  alle  hi>  liges,  licithc  basse  juiit  tnoare. 
ThoB  in  (lelit  he  lyveih,  and  hstb  cloon 

Bdivred    M>d    ilrod,    thurgh    fiivour    of 
Fonunr.  6q 

Bdtbe  nf  hn  Ionics  ami  of 


Tlmwilh  he  wbj,  to  apeke  as  of  lytiaee, 
The  ccnliUeste  y-ltom  of  Lumbardyc  ; 
A  bire  pennM,  ani)   strung,  and  yong 

ofae*^ 
\nl  M  of  honnuT  and  of  etiilcisye ; 
liuCTcd  jnngt"  his  mntree  for  togye, — 
ID  idinme  ihyn^s  that  he  was  to 
biame,— 
Aad  Walter  was  tlus  yonge  Iord«s  name. 

■11  lihme  hint  thus,  ihat  he  considcied 

1   lymi   eomynge    what   hym   myghic 

Wtyite ;  n 

H  in  hia  lis!  pnrseni  was  al  his  thoght, 

K^  lot  10  hauke  and  hunle  on  rrny  syde, 

W9iH  oy  allc  iithete  cnrfs  leet  he  slydc : 

"    AaJ  tch  be  noWc,  and  that  was  wont  of 

alle. 

^ediit  no  wyf,  fnt  tioght  thai  may  Hfitlle. 

I   oon   t4   hem   that   wisest   ww  of 


Or   ellts   koudc   he   shawc    wcl    -"!■ 

!  le  In  the  niaikys  stydc  us  ye  shul  bcc-K 

'  O  noble  mofkyi,  youre  hutnanitee 
Asscurelh  tis  and  yewih  us  hsrdinessc 
As  ofte  as  lyme  is  of  nccessilee 
ThBl  v/e  to  yow  mowe  telle  oiue  hcv 

Accepleth,  lord,  now  for  youre  genlilless 
That   we   with   pitous   hcrtc   unlo   yi 

And  Int  youre  eies  nat  my  voys  desdcyn 

Al  have  I  noght  to  doone  in  this  niatec 
Moorethananoiheimanhflihin  thisplai 
Yet  foi  as  muche  as  ye,  my  lord  so  dec] 
Han  alwey  shewed  me  favour  and  grsi 
I  dar  the  beltre  aske  of  yow  a  spaee 
Of  audience,  to  shewcn  oure  requesle, 
And  ye,  my  lord,  to  doon  right  as  yi 
leste; 


Nc  koude  nnt  us-stlf  devyieti  how 
We  mj^hlc  lyven  in  moore  felicitce, 
Saveothyng,  lord,  if  il  youre  willS  bi-. 
That  for  to  been  a  wedded  man  yow  Icsi 
Thanne   were  youre   peple  in  sovtn 
henes  reite. 

Bowclh  youre  nekke  under  that  blisfiil  j 
Of  soveraynclee,  nc^ht  of  scrvysc, 
Wliith   that   men   clepcth   spousalllc 

And  tlienkelh,  lord,  among  youre  thogf 

Iliiw  ihat  oiirc  iTayra  passe  in  sondry  w] 
For  ihogh  we  slcpc,  or  wake,  or  roi 

orryde, 
Ay  llceth  the  lyme,  it  nyl  no  man  aby. 


Ml,  CI 

Coliumq 
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And  thogh  youre  grene  youthe  floure  as 
yit,  120 

In  crepeth  age  alwey,  as  stille  as  stoon, 
And  Deeth  manaccth  every  age  and  smyt 
In  ech  estaat,  for  thcr  escapeth  noon  ; 
And  al  so  certein  as  we  knowe  echoon 
That  we  shul  deye,  as  uncerteyn  we  alle 
Been  of  that  day  whan  deeth  shal  on  us 
falle. 

*  Accepteth    thanne   of  us   the   trewe 

entente 
That  never  yet  refuseden  thyn  heeste, 
And  we  wol,  lord,  if  that  ye  wole  assente, 
Chese  yow  a  wyf  in  short  tyme  atte  leeste, 
Bom  of  the  gentilleste  and  of  the  meeste 
Of  al  this  land,  so  that  it  oghte  seme 
Honour  to    God   and   yow,   as  we  kan 

deeme. 

Delivere  us  out  of  al  this  bisy  drede, 
And  taak  a  wyf,  for  hye  Goddes  sake ; 
For  if  it  so  bifelle,  as  God  forbede  ! 
That    thurgh    youre    deeth    youre    lyne 

sholde  slake, 
And  that  a  straunge  successour  sholde  take 
Voure  heritage,  O,  wo  were  us  alyve  ! 
Wherfore  we  pray  you  hastily  to  wyve.  *  140 

II ir    meeke    preyere,  and    hir    pitous 
cheere. 
Made  the  markys  herte  ban  pitee. 
*^Ve  wol,'  quod  he,  *  myn  owene  peple 

deerc. 
To  that  I  never  erst  thoughtc  streyne  me. 
I  me  rejoysod  of  my  libertee, 
That  seeldc  tyme  is  founde  in  niariage  ; 
Thcr  I  was  free,  I  moot  been  in  servage  ; 

But  nathelecs,  I  se  youre  trewe  entente. 
And    tnist    uix)n    youre    wit,    and    have 

doon  ay ; 
WTierfore,  of  my  free  wyl,  I  wole  assente 
To  wedde  me  as  soonc  as  ever  I  may.     151 
But  thcr  as  ye  ban  profrcd  me  this  day 
To  chesc  me  a  wyf,  I  yow  relesse 
That  choys,  and  prey  yow  of  that  profrc 

ccsse, 


For,  God  it  woot,  that  children  ofte  been 
Unlyk  hir  worthy  eldres  hem  bifore ; 


Bountee  comth  al  of  God,  nat  of  the  streen 
Of  which  they  been  engendred  and  y-bore. 
I  truste  in  Goddes  bontee,  and  therfore 
My  mariage,  and  myn  estaat  and  reste, 
I  hym  bitake, — he  may  doon  as  hym  leste. 

Lat  me  allone  in  chesjmge  of  my  wyf — 
That  charge  upon  my  bak  I  wol  endure  ; 
But  I  yowpreye,  and  charge  upon  youre  lyf, 
That  what  wyf  that  I  take,  ye  me  assure 
To  worshipehire,  whilthat  hklyf  may  dure. 
In   word   and   werk,    bothe   heere   and 

everywheere, 
As  she  an  emperoures  doghter  weere  ; 

And   forthermoore,  this  shal   ye  swere, 

that  ye 
Agajm  my  choys  shul  neither  grucche  nc 

stryve ;  170 

For  sith  I  shal  forgoon  my  libertee 
At  youre  requeste,  as  ever  moot  I  thryx'e ! 
Ther  as  myn  herte  is  set,  ther  wol  I  wyve; 
And,  but  ye  wole  assente  in  this  manere, 
I  prey  yow  spekethnamoore  of  this  matere.' 

With   hertely   wyl   they  sworen   and 
assenten 
To  al  this  thyng,  ther  se}'de  no  wight  nay ; 
Bisekynge  hym  of  grace,   er  that  they 

wenten. 
That  he  wolde  graunten  hem  a  certein  day 
Of  his  spousaille,  as  soone  as  ever  he  may ; 
For  yet  alwey  the  peple  somwhat  dredde 
I.«est  that  this  mark3rs  no  wyf  wolde  wedde. 

He  graunted  hem  a  day,  swich  as  ^-m 

leste. 
On  which  he  wolde  be  wedded  sikerly, 
And  seydc  he  dide  al  this  at  hir  requeste  ; 
/Vnd  they,  with  humble  entente,  bozomly, 
Knelynge  upon  hir  knees  ful  reverently, 
Hym  thonken  alle ;  and  thus  they  ban 

an  ende 
Of  hire  entente,  and  hoom  agayn  they 

wcnde. 

And  heer-upon  he  to  his  officer^     190 
Comaundeth  for  the  feste  to  purveye ; 
And  to  his  privee  knyghtes  aiid  squieres 

174.  And  but  ye  woU^  etc.,  not  in  Latin. 
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Smchchdr(;t)-afaaliyni  lisle  on  hem  Icye; 
And  they  to  his  comindcment  obeyc, 
And  ixh  of  hem  doolh  si  his  diligence 
Tu  dcxin  UQlQ  the  feesle  revcitnce. 


Nc^hl  fer  fco  thilke  paley;>  botiuiablc 
Thct  as  this  mnrlcys  sboope  his  nuxiage. 
There  stood  a  ihioop,  of  Eite  delilable, 
In  whieli  that  poute  foik  of  that  village 
Tiadden  hir  beeales  and  hir  heibergagc, 
And  of  hire  labour  tooke  hir  suslenaoce. 
After  the  eithe  yaf  hem  habundance.   kj 


alle,- 

liut  bye  Cod  som  lyme  ijcnden  kan 
His  grace  into  a  lilel  iix»  stalle  ; 
JantcuU,  men  of  that  ihioope  hym  caQe  ; 
A  (loghier  hadde  he  fait  ynugh  In  si)>hte, 
And  Grisildis  Ihii:  yonge  maydcn  highte. 


Wcl  oftcr  of  Ihc  «i-llc  than  uf  the  tonne 
She  dmnk,  and  fur  she  woMc  verlu  plehc 
She  knew  wel  labour,  but  noon  ydel  e»;. 

Bui  ihogh  this  niayde  lendrc  were  of  age, 
Vet  in  the  bresi  of  hire  virginilce        319 
The  r  waa  enclosed  rypc  and  sad  cuiage. 
And  in  gieet  revere^tce  aad  chafilee 
llir  oldi',  poure  lader  fostred  shee  t 
A  Tewu  sheepe,  spynnynge,  on  fcclil  shi- 

kcplc,      . 
She  wolde  m^ht  been  ydcl  lii  she  slejiLe. 

.Vud  whan  she  homwani  cam  she  wulde 

Wofles,  or  olhere  herbi-s,  lymes  ofle. 
The  whiche  she dueddc  and  seclh  for  hi( 
lyiynge,  ■ 

ii}-i3a.  Chauccr't  adJilion. 


And  made  hir  bed  ful  hutde  and  nn  ihyng 

And  ay  she  kepte  hir  fadres  lyC  un-li.fie, 
With  everich  obcisaunce  anil  {tiliycnci: 
Thai  child  may  doon  to  ladie*  n:\eicnce. 


L'pon  Grisilde,  this  pourc  crcniuic, 
>'ul  rifte  silhe  Ihiii  markyii  sette  his  I'ye 
Aa  he  on  hunlyng  rood  jwravtnlurc  ; 
.\nd,  whan  it  iil  that  bv  myghte  hire  uitpye. 
llenoghl  with  wanlownc  locikynj;  uf  folye 
His  cycn  cosle  on  hire,  !)ul  in  sad  w)SO 
I'lxm  hit  chietc  he  gan  hyni  oAe  avyse, 

Cuniniendynue  in  his  bene  hir  uomiii^n- 


I'lir  ihi^h  ihe  i^cjile  have  no  greet  in!-i);lii 
In  verlu,  he  considered  ful  richl 
Mir  IxiunU-e,  and  dLtpostd  that  he  uulde 
Weddehite  uonly,  ifcvetheweddeshulde. 

Thcdayuf  weddyi^  cam,  but  mi»ii;lu  Uhii 
Telle  what  wummon  Ibal  it  sholdi-  be  -, 
I'or  which  nn-Tvcillewoniltedmiiiiyamaii, 
And  seyUen,  »lioti  ihey  were  in  privilee. 
'Wol  nat  uiiru  lord  yet  levc  his  vanyii;e  ? 
Wolhcnaiweilik?  albs!  alias!  thewliile! 
\Vhywole  he  ihiia  hymself  iind  iis  liij^ik?  ' 

lint  nnthelees  ibLs  nmrkythalhdoonniiike, 
Of  geniuicB,  set  in  golil  anil  m  iiMirc, 
Iltoochi-s  and  rynges,  for  (iri--ildii  ^,ikt ; 
And  of  hit  clothyng  Look  he  llirj  uiixire 
lly  a  mnyde  lyke  to  hire  uf  .^i.iiuii:, 
And  cek  of  ulhore  omenK-iitL-.  .illd 
That  uniu  awich  a  wctiiiytig  >liuldt  fiille. 

The  lime  of  undeto  of  llie  -.AniL  d,iy 
Apptodielh,  Ihat  this  wcddyii^  nhoklO  Ije, 
And  al  the  jaleys  |)ul  was  in  array,  jbi 
liniheliflll  andchanibres,  ech  inhisdegr.-i- ; 
Houses  ufefiice  HtulTed  wilb  jilenlce, 
Thtr  inaystow  scon  of  deynli'uiius  vitaille 
That  niay  be  founde  iti  fer  a.i  l^ial  Vtailk-. 
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This  roial  markys  richely  arrayed, 
Lordcs  and  ladyes  in  his  compaignye, 
The  whiche  to  the  feeste  weren  y-prayed, 
And  of  his  retenue  the  bachelrye,         270 
With  many  a  soun  of  sondry  melodye, 
Unto  the  village  of  the  which  I  tolde, 
In  this  array  the  righte  wey  han  holde. 

Grisilde  of  this,  God  woot,  fill  innocent, 
That  for  hire  shapen  was  al  this  array, 
To  fecchen  water  at  a  welle  is  went, 
And  Cometh  hoom  as  soone  as  ever  she 

may  ; 
For  wcl  she  haddeherdseyd  thatthilke  day 
The  markys  sholde  wedde,  and   if  she 

myghte  279 

Shewolde  faynhan  seynsomof  that  sighte. 

She  thoghte,  *  I  wole  with  othere  maydens 

slonde. 
That  been  my  felawes,  in  oure  dore  and  se 
The  markyscsse,  and  therfore  wol  I  fonde 
To  doon  at  hoom  as  soone  as  it  may  be 
The  labour  which  that  longeth  unto  me  ; 
And  thannc  I  may  at  leyser  hire  biholdc 
If  she  this  wey  unto  the  castel  holde.' 

And  as  she  wolde  over  hir  thresshfold  gon 
The  markys  cam,  and  gan  hire  for  to  calle ; 
And  she  set  doun  hir  water  pot  anon  290 
Biside  the  thresshfold  in  an  oxes  stalle, 
And  doun  upon  hir  knes  she  gan  to  falle, 
And  with  sad  contenance  kneleth  stille 
Til  she  had  herd  what  was  the  lordes  will. 

This  thoghtful  markysspak  unto  this  mayde 
Ful  sobrely,  and  seyde  in  this  manere  : 
*  Where   is  youre   fader,  Grisildis  ? '   he 

sayde ; 
And  she  with  reverence,  in  humble  cheere, 
Answerde,  *  Lord,  he  is  al  redy  heere ' ; 
And  in  she  gooth  withouten  lenger  lette, 
And  to  the  markys  she  hir  fader  fette.     301 

I  le  by  the  hand  thanne  took  this  olde  man, 
And  seyde  thus,  whan  he  hymhadde  asydc, 
*Janicula,  I  neither  may  ne  kan 
linger  the  plesance  of  myn  hertc  hyde. 

267.  richely,  H2  really  (ro\^ly). 

281  sqq.  The  form  of  the  soliloquy  is  Chaucer's. 

290-294.  Chaucer's  addition. 


If  that  thou  vouchesauf,  what-so  bityde, 
Thy  doghter  wol  I  take,  er  that  I  wende. 
As  for  my  wyf  unto  hir  lyves  ende. 

Thou  lovest  me,  I  woot  it  wel  certeyn, 
And  art  my  feithfid  ligc  man  y-bore,    310 
And  all  that  liketh  me,  I  dar  wel  seyn. 
It  liketh  thee,  and  specially  therfore, 
Tel  me  that  poynt  that  I  have  seyd  bifore, 
If  that  thou  wolt  unto  that  purpos  drawe, 
To  take  me  as  for  thy  sone-in-lawe.' 

This  sodeyn  cas  this  man  astonyed  so 
That  reed  he  wax,  abayst,  and  al  quak3mg 
He  stood  ;  unnethes  seyde  he  wordes  mo, 
But  oonly  thus:   *  Lord,'  quod  he,  *my 
willyng  319 

Is  as  ye  wole,  ne  ayeynes  jToure  likyng 
I  wol  no  thyng,  ye  be  my  lord  so  deere ; 
Right  as  yow  lust  govemeth  this  mateerc.' 

*  Yet  wol  I,'  quod  this  markys  softcly, 
*That    in    thy   chambrc,    I,    and   thou, 

and  she. 
Have  a  collacioun,  and  wostow  why  ? 
For  I  wol  axe  if  it  hire  wille  be 
To  be  my  wyf,  and  reule  hire  after  me  ; 
And  al  this  shal  be  doon  in  thy  presence, 
I  wol  noght  speke  out  of  thyn  audience.' 

And  in  the  chambre  whil  they  were 
aboute  330 

Hir  tretys,  which  as  ye  shal  after  heere. 
The  peple  cam  unto  the  hous  with-oute, 
And    wondred    hem    in    how    honeste 

manere. 
And  tentifly,  she  kepte  hir  fiider  deere ; 
But  outrely  Grisildis  wondre  myghte, , 
For  never  erst  ne  saugh  she  swicfa  a  sigh^ 

No  wonder  is  thogh  that  she  were  astcmed 
To  seen  so  greet  a  gest  come  in  that  place  \- 
She  never  was  to  swiche  gestes  wooed, 
For  which  she  looked  with  ful  pale  fiicc. 
But,  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  diace,  341 
Thise  am  the  wordes  that  the  markys  sayde 
To  thb  benigne,  verray,  feithful  mayde : 


334.  tentifly^  H  Undurly, 

340.  Chaucer's  conventional  additron. 

341.  taUt  H<  maiitre. 
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*Grisilde/   he    seyde,    *ye  shal   wel 

undcrstoDde 
It  liketh  to  youre  fader  and  to  me 
That  I  yow  wedde ;  and  eck  it  may  so 

stonde, 
As  I  suppose,  ye  wol  that  it  so  be ; 
But  thisc  demandcs  axe  I  first,'  quod  he, 
*  That  sith  it  shal  be  doon  in  hastif  wysc, 
Wol  yc  assente  or  elles  yow  avyse  ?      350 

I  seye  this,  be  ye  redy  with  good  herte 

To  al  my  lust,  and  that  I  frely  may 

i\s  me  best  thynketh  do  yow  laughe  or 
smerte. 

And  never  ye  to  gnicche  it  nyght  ne  day? 

And  eek  whan  I  sey  "ye"  ne  sey  nat 
•*nay," 

Neither  by  word,  ne  frownyng  contenancc? 

Swere  this,  and  heere  I  swere  oure  alli- 
ance.* 

Wondrynge  upon  this  word,  quakyngc 

for  drede, 
She  seyde,  *  Lord,  undignc  and  unworthy 
Am  I  to  thiike  honour  that  ye  me  Ixicdc  ; 
But  as  ye  wole  youreself,  right  so  wol  I,  361 
And  hccre  I  swere  that  never  willyngly 
In  werk,  ne  thoght,  I  nyl  yow  disobeye, 
For  to  be  deed,  though  me  were  looth  to 

deye!' 

•  This  is  3mogh,  Grisilde  myn,*  quod  he, 
And  forth  he  gooth  with  a  ful  sobre  cheere 
Out  at  the  dare,  and  after  that  cam  she, 
And  to  the  peple  he  seyde  in  this  manerc : 
'  This  is  my  wyf,'  quod  he, '  that  standeth 
heere ;  369 

Honoureth  hire,  and  loveth  hire,  I  preye, 
Whoso  me  loveth ;  ther  isnamoore  toscyc. ' 

And  for  that  nothyng  of  hir  oldc  gere 
She  sholde  brynge  into  his  hous,  he  bad 
That    wommen    sholde  ^dispoillen    hire 

right  therq ; 
Of  which  thise  ladyes  were  nat  right  glad 
To  handle  hir  clothes  wher-inne  she  was 

clad ; 
But  nathelees  this  mayde,  bright  of  hewc. 
Fro  foot  to  heed  they  clothed  han  al  newc. 

375*  376>  Chaucer  here  varies  needlessly  from 
Petrarch. 


Hir  heris  han  they  kemlxl,  that  lay  un- 

tressed 
Ful  rudely,  and  with  hir  fyngres  sniale  380 
A  corone  on  hire  heed  they  han  y-drcssed, 
And  sette  hire  ful  of  nowches  gretc  and 

smale. 
Of  hire  array  what  sholde  I  make  a  tale  ? 
Unnethe  the  peple  hire  knew  for  hire 

faimcsse, 
Whan  she  translated  was  in  swich  richesse. 

This  markys  hath  hire  spoused  with  a 

ryng, 
Broght  for  the  sime  cause,  and  thannc 

hire  sette 
Upon  an  hors  snow-whit  and  wel  amblyng, 
And  to  his  paleys,  er  he  lenger  Ictte, 
With   joyful   peple  that  hire  ladde  and 

mette,  390 

Gjnvoycd   hire,  and   thus  the  day  they 

spende 
In  revel  til  the  sonne  gan  descende  ; 

And,  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chace, 
I  seye  that  to  this  newe  markysesse 
God  hath  swich  favour  sent  hire  of  his 

grace, 
That  it  ne  semcd  nat  by  liklynesse 
That  she  was  born  and  fed  in  rudenesse, 
As  in  a  cote,  or  in  an  oxe  stalle, 
But  norissed  in  an  empcroures  hallc. 

To  every  wight  she  woxen  is  so  deere 
And  worshipful,  that  folk  ther  she  was 

bore,  401 

And  from  hire  birlhe  knewe  hire  yeer  by 

yeere, 
Unnethe  trowed  they,  but  dorstchan  swore 
That  to  Janicle  of  which  I  sj^ik  bifore 
She  doghter  nere,  for,  as  by  conjecture, 
Hem  thoughte  she  was  another  creature  ; 

For  though  that  ever  vcrtuous  was  she, 
She  was  encressed  in  swich  excellence 
Of  ihewes  goode,  y-sct  in  hci^h  Ixnmlee, 
And  so  discreet  and  fair  of  ehxiuence,    410 
So  benigne,  and  so  digne  of  reverence, 
And  koude  so  the  pcplcs  herle  embrace. 
That  ech  hire  lovede  that  looked  on  hir  face. 
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Noght  oonly  of  Saluces  in  the  toirn 
Publiced  was  the  bountee  of  hir  name. 
But  eek  biside  in  many  a  regioun, 
If  oon  seide  wel,  another  seyde  the  same. 
So  spradde  of  hire  heighe  bountee  the  fame 
That  men  and  wommen,  as  wel  yonge  as 

olde, 
Goon  to  Saluce  upon  hire  to  bihold.    420 

Thus  Waller  lowely — nay,  but  roially — 

Wedded  with  fortunat  honestetee, 

In  Goddes  pees  lyveth  fuhesily 

At  hoom,  and  outward  grace  ync^h  had  he ; 

And  for  he  saugh  that  under  lowe  degree 

Was  ofte  vertu  hid,  the  peple  hym  heelde 

A  prudent  man,  and  that  is  seyn  ful  seelde. 

Nat  oonly  this  Grisildis  thurgh  hir  wit 
Koude  al  the  feet  of  wyfly  homlynesse, 
But  eek,  whan  that  the  cas  required  it,  430 
The  commune  profit  koude  she  redresse ; 
Ther  nas  discord,  rancour,  ne  hevynesse, 
In  al  that  land,  that  she  nc  koude  apese, 
And  wisely  brynge  hem  alle  in  reste 
and  ese. 

Though  that  hire  housbonde  absent  were 

anon, 
If  genlil  men  or  othere  of  hire  contree 
Were  wrothe,  she  wolde  bryngenhem  aton; 
So  wise  and  rype  wordes  hadde  she, 
And  juggementz  of  so  greet  equitee. 
That  she  from  hevene  sent  was,  as  men 

wende,  440 

Peple  to  save  and  every  wrong  tamende. 

Nat  longc  tyme  after  that  this  Grisild 
Was  wedded,  she  a  doghter  hath  y-bore, 
Al  had  hire  levere  have  born  a  knave  child. 
Glad  was  this  markys  and  the  folk  ther- 

fore, 
I'or  though  a  mayde  child  coome  al  bifore, 
She  may  unto  a  knave  child  atteyne. 
By  liklihcde,  syn  she  nys  nat  bareyne. 

PART  III 

Ther  fil,  as  it  bifalleth  tymcs  mo. 
Whan  that  this  child  had  soukcd  but  a 
ihrowc,  450 

415.  houuiee^Ysheautee. 


This  markys  in  his  herte  longeth  so 

To  tempte  his  wyf,  hir  sadnesse  for  to 

knowe,' 
That  he  ne  myghte  out  of  his  herte  throwe 
This  merveillous  desir  his  wyf  tassaye  ; 
Nedelees,  God  woot,  he  thoghte  hire  for 

taffraye. 

He  hadde  assayed  hire  ynogh  bifore, 
And    foond    hire    ever    goode,  —  what 

neded  it 
Hire  for  to  tempte,  and  alwey  moore  and 

moore? 
Though  som  men  preise  it  for  a  subtil  wit, 
But  as  for  me,  I  seye  that  yvele  it  sit  460 
To  assaye  a  wyf  whan  that  it  is  no  nede, 
And  putten  hire  in  angwyssh  and  in  drede. 

For  which  this  markys  wroghte  in  this 

manere ; 
He  cam  allone  a  nyght,  ther  as  she  lay, 
With  stiemc  face  and  with  fill    trouble 

cheere. 
And  seyde  thus :   *  Grisildc,*   quod  he, 

*  that  day 
That  I  yow  took  out  of  youre  poure  array 
And    putte    yow    in    estaat    of    heigh 

noblesse, — 
Ye  have  nat  that  forgetcn,  as  I  gesse  ? 

I  seye^  Grisilde,  this  present  dignitee  470 
In  which  that  I  have  put  yow,  as  I  tiowe, 
Maketh  yow  nat  forgetful  for  to  b£ 
That  I  yow  took  in  poure  estaat  fill  lowe ; 
For  any  wele  ye  moot  youreselven  knowe  : 
Taak  heede  of  every  word  that  I  yow  scyc, 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  hereth  it  but  wc 
tweye. 

Ye  woot  youreself  wel  how  that  ye  cam 

heerc 
Into  this  hous,  it  is  nat  longe  ago, 
And  though  to  me  that  ye  be  Uef  and 

deere. 
Unto  my  gentils  ye  be  no  thyng  so ;    480 
They  seyn  to  hem  it  is  greet  shame  and  wo 
For  to  be  subgetz,  and  been  in  servage. 
To  thee,  that  bom  art  of  a  smal  village ; 

460.  Chaucer  b  here  much  more  emphatic  than 
Petrarch. 
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And  namely  sith  thy  doghter  was  y-bore 
Thise  wordes  han  they  spoken,  doutelees  ; 
But  I  desire,  as  I  have  doon  bifore, 
To  lyve  my  lyf  with  hem  in  reste  and  pecs ; 
I  may  nat  in  this  caas  be  recchelees, 
I  moot  doon  with  thy  doghter  for  the 

beste, 
Nat  as  I  wolde,  but  as  my  peple  leste ;  490 

And  yet,  God  woot,  this  is  ful  looth  to 

me; 
But  nathelees  withoute  youre  wityng 
I  wol  nat  doon,  but  this  wol  I,'  quod  he, 
'  That  ye  to  me  assente,  as  in  this  thyng. 
Shewe    now   youre    pacience    »n   youre 

werkyng. 
That  ye  me  highte  and  swore  in  youre 

village, 
That  day  that  maked  was  oure  manage.' 

Whan  she  had  herd  al  this  she  noght 

ameved. 
Neither    in    word,  or   chiere,  or   coun- 

tenannce, 
For  as  it  semed  she  was  nat  agreved.   500 
She    seyde,   'Lord,   al    lyth    in    youre 

plesaunce ; 
My  child  and  I,  with  hertely  obeisaunce, 
B^n  yourcs  al,  and  ye  mowe  save  or  spillc 
Youre  owene  thyng ;  werketh  after  youre 

wille. 

Ther  may  no-thyng,  God  so  my  soule 

save  ! 
Liken  to  yow  that  may  displese  mc  ; 
Ne  I  desire  no-thyng  for  to  have, 
Ne  drede  for  to  leese,  save  oonly  yee  ; 
This  wyl  is  in  myn  herte,  and  ay  shal  be. 
No  lengthe  of  tyme,  or  deeth,  may  this 
'  deface,  510 

Ne  chaunge  my  corage  to  another  place.* 


Glad  was  this  markys  of  hire  answeryng, 
But  yet  he  feyned  as  he  were  nat  so  ; 
Al  drery  was  his  cheere  and  his  lookyng, 
Whan  that  he  sholde  out  of  the  chambre 

go. 
Soone  after  this,  a  furlong  wey  or  two. 
He  prively  hath  toold  'al  his  entent 
Unto  a  man,  and  to  his  wyf  hym  sente. 
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A  maner  sergeant  was  this  privce  man. 
The  which  that  feithful  oftc  he  founden 

haddc  520 

In  th5mgcs  grete,  and  eek  swich  folk  wel 

kan 
Doon  execucioun  in  thynges  badde  ; 
The  lord  knew  wel  that  he  hym  loved 

and  dradde  : 
And  whan  this  sergeant  wiste  his  lordes 

wille, 
Into  the  chambre  he  stalked  hym  ful  stille. 

*  Madame,'  he  seyde,  *  ye  moote  foryeve 

it  mc, 
Though   I   do   thyng   to   which    I    am 

constreyned  ; 
Ye  Ixien  so  \\ys,  that  ful  wel  knowe  ye 
That    lordes   hecstes    mowe    nat    been 

y-feyned  : 
They   mowe    wel    been    biwailled    and 

compleyned,  530 

But  men  moote  nede  unto  hire  lust  obej-e, 
And  so  wol  I ;  ther  is  namoore  to  seye. 

This  child  I  am  comanded  for  to  take,' — 
And  spak  namoore  but  out  the  child  he 

hente 
Despitously,  and  gan  a  cheere  make 
As  though  he  wolde  han  slayn  it  cr  he 

wente. 
Grisildis  moot  al  suffren  and  consente  ; 
And   as  a   lamb   she  sitteth  mekc  and 

stille, 
And  leet  this  crueel  sergeant  doon  his 

wille. 

Suspecious  was  the  diffame  of  this  man, 
Suspect  his  face,  suspect  his  word  also,  541 
Suspect  the  tyme  in  which  he  this  bigan  ; 
Alias,  hir  doghter  that  she  loved  so, 
She  wende  he  wolde  han  slawen  it  right 

tho; 
But  nathelees  she  neither  weepc  nc  sykcd, 
Consentynge  hire  to  that  the  markys  lykcd  ; 

But  atte  laste  to  speken  she  bigan, 
And  mekcly  she  to  the  sergeant  preyde, 


546.  Cciuentynge^  H'  Conforfnyng. 
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So  as  he  was  a  worthy  gentil  man, 
That  she  moste  kisse  hire  child  er  that  it 

(leyde.  550 

And  in  hir  barm  this  litel  child  she  leyde 
With  ful  sad  face,  and  gan  the  child  to 

blisse, 
And  lulled  it,  and  after  gan  it  kisse ; 

And  thus  she  seyde  in  hire  benigne  voys, 

*  Farewecl,  my  child,   I  shal  thee  never 

see  ! 
But  sith  I  thee  have  marked  with  thecroys. 
Of  thilke  Fader,  blessed  moote  he  be, 
That  for  us  deyde  up  on  a  croys  of  tree. 
Thy  soule,  litel  child,  I  hym  bitake,     559 
For  this  nyght  shaltow  dyen  for  my  sake.* 

I  trowe  that  to  a  norice  in  this  cas 
It  had  been  hard  this  reuthe  for  to  se  ; 
Wei  myghte  a  mooder  thanne  han  cryd, 

alias  ! 
But  nathelcss,  so  sad  stidefast  was  she. 
That  she  endured  al  adversitee, 
And  to  the  sergeant  mekely  she  sayde, 

*  Have    heer    agayn    youre    litel    yonge 

maydc  ; 

Gooth  now,'  quod  she,  *and  dooth  my 

lordcs  heeste ; 
But  o  thyng  wol  I  prey  yow  of  youre  grace. 
That,  but  my  lord  forbad  yow,  atte  leeste 
Burieth  this  litel  body  in  som  place  571 
That  beestcs,  ne  no  briddes,  it  to-race  * ;' 
But  he  no  word  wol  to  that  purpos  seye. 
But  took  the  child  and  wente  upon  his 

weye. 

This  sergeant  cam  unto  his  lord  ageyn. 
And  of  Grisildis  wordes  and  hire  cheere 
He  tolde  hym  point  for  point,  in  short 

and  pleyn, 
And  hym   presenteth   with   his   doghtcr 

decre. 
Somwhat   this  lord  hath  routhc   in   his 

mancre, 
But  nathclees  his  purpos  hecld  he  stille,  580 

554-560.  Chaucer'^  addition,  though  Petrarch 
mention*;  the  signing  with  the  cross. 
567.  This  pretty  hne  is  Chaucer's  addition. 


As  lordes  doon  whan  they  wol  ban  hi 
wille; 

And  bad  his  sergeant  that  he  pryvely 
Sholde  this  child  fill  sofle   wynde   an< 

wrappe 
With  alle  circumstances,  tendrely. 
And  carie  it  in  a  cofre,  or  in  a  lappe ; 
But,  upon  peyne  his  heed  of  for  to  swappe 
That  no  man  sholde  knowe  of  his  entente 
Ne  whenne  he  c^tm7  ne  whider  that  h< 

wente ; 

But  at  Boloigne  to  his  suster  deere, 
That  thilke  tyme  of  Panik  ¥ras  countesse 
He  sholde  it  take,  andvshewe  hire  thi 
mateere,  59 

Bisek)mge  hire  to  doon  hire  bisynesse 
This  child  to  fostre  in  alle  gentUlesse ; 
And  whos  child  that  it  was  he  bad  hir  hydi 
From  every  wight  for  oght  that  maybityde 

The  sergeant  gooth,  and  hath  fulfil< 
this  thyng ; 
But  to  this  markys  now  retoume  we. 
For  now  gooth  he  fill  &ste  ymaginyng 
If  by  his  wyves  cheere  he  myghte  se. 
Or  by  hire  word  aperceyve,  that  she    & 
Were  chaunged  ;  but  he  never  hire  koud 

fynde 
But  ever  in  oon  ylike  sad  and  kynde, 

As  glad,  as  humble,  as  bisy  in  servyse. 
And  eek  in  love,  as  she  was  wont  to  be, 
Was  she  to  hym  in  every  maner  wysc ; 
Ne  of  hir  doghter  noght  a  word  spak  she 
Noon  accident  fot  noon  adversitee 
Was  seyn  in  hire,  ne  nevei  hir  doghte 

name 
Ne  nempned  she,  in  emest  nor  in  game 

PART  IV 

In  this  estaat  ther passed  been  fonreyec 
Kr  she  with  childe  was;  but,  as  God  woldc 

581.  Chaucer's  comment. 

589.  Bcloienty  Bologna. 

590.  PanVe,  £5  PtKvyk^  PtarU;  *CoiiuU  i 
Panico'  in  Petrarch. 

607-609.  An  unhappy  translation  of  P«trardi 
'  nunquam  sine  ex  pitwosito  sine  iDddenier  doom 
ei us  ex  ore  matris  auditum.* 
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A  knave  child  she  bar  by  this  Walter, 
Ful  gracious  and  &ir  for  to  biholde ; 
And  whan  that  folk  it  to  his  fader  toldc, 
Nat  oonly  he,  but  al  his  contree,  merye 
Was  for  this  child,  and  God  they  thanke 
and  heryc. 

Whan  it  was  two  yeer  old,  and  fro  the  brest 
Departed  of  his  norice,  on  a  day 
This  markys  caughte  yet  another  lest 
To  tempte  his  wyf  yet  ofter,  if  he  may.    6ao 
O,  nedclees  was  she  tempted  in  assay  ! 
But  wedded  men  ne  knowe  no  mesure 
Wlian  that  they  fynde  a  pacient  creature  I 

'Wyf,'   quod   this   markys,    *ye   ban 

herd  er  this 
My  p>eple  sikly  tterth  oure  mariage, 
And  namely  £th  my  sone  y-boren  is, 
\ow  is  it  worse  than  ever  in  al  oure  age. 
The  murmure  sleeth  myn  herte  and  my 

corage; 
For  to  myne  ercs  comth  the  voys  so  smerte 
That  it  wel  ny  destroyed  hath  myn  herte. 

*  Now  sey  they  thus  :  "  Whan  Walter 

is  agon  631 

Thanne  shal  the  blood  of  Janicle  succede, 

And  been  oure  lord,  for  oother  have  we 

noon  " ; 
Swiche  wordesseithmy  peple,  out  of  drede, 
Wel  oughte  I  of  swich  murmur  taken  heede, 
For  certeinly  I  drede  swich  sentence, 
Though  they  nat  pleyn  speke  in  myn 
--  audience. 


1  wolde  ly  ve  in  pees,  if  that  I  myghte, 
Wherfore  I  am  disposed  outrely, 
As  I  his  suster  servede  by  nyghte,        640 
Kight  so  thenke  I  to  serve  hym  pryvely. 
This  wame  I  yow,  that  ye  nat  sodeynly 
Out  of  youreself  for  no  wosholdcoutreye — 
Beth  pacient,  and  ther-of  I  yow  preye.* 

'I  have,'  quod  she,  'seyd  thus,  and 
ever  shal, 
I  wol  no  thyng,  ne  nyl  no  thyng,  certayn, 
But  as  yow  list ;  naught  greveth  me  at  2\ 


63I-693.  Cbauoa'ft  oomment. 


Though  that  my  doughter  and  my  sone 

be  slayn 
At  youre  comandcment ;  this  is  to  sayn^ 
I  have  noght  had  no  part  of  child ren 

tweyne,  650 

But  first  siknesse  and  after  wo  and  jxjyne. 

Ye  been   oure  lord,   dooth   with    youre 

owene  thyng 
Right  as  yow  list, — axeth  no  reed  at  me, 
For  as  I  lefte  at  boom  al  my  clothyng 
Whan  I  first  cam  to  yow,  right  so, 'quod  she, 
*  Lefte  I  my  wyl,  and  al  my  liber  tee, 
And  took  youre  cloth)mg ;    wherfore   I 

yow  preyc, 
Dooth  youre  plesaunce,  I  wol  youre  lust 

obeye. 

And  certes,  if  I  hadde  prescience 
Youre  wyl  to  knowe  er  ye  youre  lust  me 

tolde,  660 

I  wolde  it  doon  withoutcn  necligcncc  ; 
But  now  I  woot  youre  lust  and  what  ye 

wolde, 
Al  youre plesance  ferm? and  stable  I  holde; 
For  wiste  I  that  my  deeth  wolde  doyowese. 
Right  gladly  wolde  I  dyen,  yow  to  plese  ; 

Deth  may  noght  make  no  comjxirisoun 
Unto  you  re  love';  and  whan  this  markys  say 
The  Constance  of  his  wyf,  he  caste  adoun 
His  eyen  two,  and  wondreth  that  she  may 
In  pacience  sufTre  al  this  array  ;  670 

And  forth  he  goth  with  drery  contenance. 
But  to  his  herte  it  was  ful  greet  plesance. 

Thb  ugly  sergeant,  in  the  same  wyse 
That  he  hire  doghter  caughte,  riglit  so  he, 
Or  worse,  if  men  worse  kan  devysc, 
Hath  hent  hire  sone  that  ful  was  of  beautee. 
And  ever  in  oon  so  i^acient  was  she 
That  she  no  chiere  maadc  of  hevynesse, 
But  kiste  hir  sone,  and  after  gan  it  blesse ; 

Save  this  :   she  preyde  hym,  that,  if  he 
myghte,  680 

Hir  litel  sone  he  wolde  in  erihe  grave, 
His  tendre  lymes,  delicaat  to  sighle, 

667.  youre,  Corp.2<w<r,  supported  b;^  Petrarchrs 
'  nee  mors  ipsa  nostro  fuerit  par  am<^>ri.' 
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Fro  foweles  and  fro  beestes  for  to  save  ; 
But  she  noon  ans were  of  hymmyghte  have; 
He  wente  his  wey,  as  hym  nothyng  ne 

roghte, 
But  to  Boloigne  he  tendrely  it  broghte. 

This  markys  wondred  ever  lenger  the 
moore 
Upon  hir  pacience,  and  if  that  he 
Ne  hadde  soothly  knowen  ther-bifoore 
That  parfitly  hir  children  loved  she,     690 
He  wolde  have  wend  that  of  som  subtiltee, 
And  of  malice,  or  for  crueel  corage. 
That  she  hadde  suf&ed  this  with  sad  visage ; 

But  wel  he  knew,  that  nexthymself,  certayn 
She  loved  hir  children  best  in  every  wysc. 
But  now  of  wommen  wolde  I  axen  fayn 
If  thise  assayes  myghte  nat  sufRse  ? 
What  koude  a  sturdy  housbonde  moore 

devyse 
To  prceve  hire  wyfhod  and  hir  stedefast- 

nesse,  699 

And  he  continuynge  ever  in  sturdinesse  ? 

But  ther  been  folk  of  swich  condicioun 
That  whan  they  have  a  certein  purjx>s  take, 
They  kan  nat  stynte  of  hire  entencioun, 
But,  right  as  they  were  bounden  to  that 

stake. 
They  wol  nat  of  that  firste  purpos  slake. 
Right  so  this  markys  fulliche  hath  purposed 
To  tcmptc  his  wyf  as  he  was  first  disposed. 

He  waiteth,  if  by  word  or  contcnance, 
That  she  to  hym  was  changed  of  corage  ; 
But  never  koude  he  fynde  variance  :      710 
She  was  ay  oon  in  herte  and  in  visage, 
And  ay  the  forther  that  she  was  in  age 
The  moore  trewe,  if  that  it  were  possible, 
She  was  to  hym  in  love,  and  moore  penyble; 

For  which  it  semed  thus  that  of  hem  two 
Ther  nas  but  o  wyl,  for  as  Walter  leste, 
The  same  lust  was  hire  plesance  also ; 
And,  (iod  be  thanked,  al  fil  for  the  bcste. 
She  shewed  wel,  for  no  worldly  unrestc 
A  wyf,  as  of  hirsclf,  no  thing  ne  sholde    720 
Wille  in  effect,  but  as  hir  housbonde  wolde. 

696.  It  is  Chaucer  who  addresses  the  query  to 
women. 


The  sclaundre  of  Walter  ofte  and  wyde 

spradde. 
That  of  a  crueel  herte  he  wikkedly, 
For  he  a  poure  womman  wedded  hadde, 
Hath  mordred  bothe  his  children  prively. 
Swich  murmure  was  among  hem  comunly. 
No  wonder  is,  for  to  the  peples  ere 
Ther  cam  no  word  but  that  they  mordred 

were ; 

For  which,  where-as  his  peple  ther>lnfofe 
Hadde  loved  hym  wel,  the  sclaundre  of 
his  diffame  730 

Made  hem  that  they  hym  hatede  therfbre. 
To  been  a  mordrere  is  an  hateful  name, 
But  nathelees,  for  emest  ne  for  game. 
He  of  his  crueel  pufpos  nolde  stente ; 
To  tempte  his  wyf  was  set  al  his  entente. 

Whan  that  his  doghter  twelf  yeer  was 
of  age 
He  to  the  court  of  Rome,  in  subtil  wyse 
Enformed  of  his  wyl,  s^te  his  message, 
Comaundyngc  hemswiche  bulles  todevyse 
As  to  his  crueel  purpos  may  sufiyse,     740 
How  that  the  pope,  as  for  his  peples  reste. 
Bad  hym  to  wedde  another,  iif  hym  leste. 

I  seye,  he  bad  they  sholde  countiefete 
The  popes  bulles,  makynge  mendoon 
That  he  hath  leve  his  firste  wyf  to  lete. 
As  by  the  popes  dispensacioun. 
To  stynte  rancour  and  dissencioun 
Bitwixe  his  peple  and  hym ;  thus  seyde 

the  bullc. 
The  which  they  han  publiced  attc  fiille. 

The  rude  peple,  as  it  no  wonder  is,    750 
Wcnden  ful  wel  that  it  hadde  be  right  so ; 
But  whan  thise  tidynges  cam  to  Grisildis 
I  deemc  that  hire  herte  was  fill  wo  ; 
But  she — ylike  sad  for  everroo— 
Disposed  was,  this  humble  crditure 
The  adversitee  of  Fortune  al  tendure, 

Abidynge  ever  his  lust  and  his  {desance 
To  whom  that  she  was  yeven  herte  and  al, 
As  to  hire  verray  worldly  suffisanoe.    739 


754.  utd^  constant;  Petrarch's 'inooocusta.' 
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But,  shortly  if  this  stone  I  tcUen  shal,  ' 
This  markys  writen  hath  in  special 
A  lettre,  in  which  he  sheweth  his  entente, 
And  secreely  he  to  Boloigne  it  sente. 

To  the  erl  of  Panyk,  which  that  hadde  tho 
Wedded  his  suster,  preyde  he  specially 
To  bryngen  hoom  agayn  his  children  two 
In  honurable  estaat  al  openly  ; 
Bttt  o  thyng  he  h)nn  preyede  outrely, 
That  he  to  no  wight,  though  men  wolde 
enquere,  769 

Sholde  nat  telle  whos  children  they  were 

But  seye,  the  mayden  sholde  y- wedded  be 
Unto  the  markys  of  Saluce  anon. 

And  as  this  erl  was  preyed,  so  dide  he  ; 
For  at  day  set  he  on  his  wey  is  goon 
Toward  Saluce,  and  lordes  many  oon 
In  riche  array,  this  mayden  for  to  gyde, 
Hir  yonge  brother  ridynge  hire  bisyde. 

Arrayed  was  toward  hir  manage 

This  fresshe  roayde  fill  of  gemmes  cleere. 

Hir  brother,  which  that  seven  yeer  was 

of  age,  780 

Arrayed  eek  ful  fressh  in  his  manere  ; 
And  thus  in  greet  noblesse  and  with  glad 

cheere. 
Toward  Saluces  shapynge  hir  journey. 
Fro  day  to  day  they  ryden  in  hir  wey. 


U 
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Among  al  this,  after  his  wikke  usage, 
This  markys,  yet  his  wyf  to  tempte  moore, 
To  the  uttereste  preeve  of  hir  corage. 
Fully  to  han  experience  and  loore 
If  that  she  were  as  stidefast  as  bifoore. 
He  on  a  day,  in  open  audience,  790 

Ful  boistouslyhath  seyd  hire  this  sentence : 

*  Ccrtes,  Grisilde,  I  hadde  ynogh  plesance 
To  han  yow  to  my  wyf  for  youregoodnesse, 
As  for  youre  trouthe  and  for  youre  obeis- 
ance, 

764.  Panyk,  £8  Pavyk^  Pavie, 

770.  ifuy^  £  that  they. 

Tjj.  kin  ^aiyde,  W  ly  kirtyde. 


Noght   for  youre   lynage,  ne   for   youre 

richcsse  : 
But  now  knowe  I  in  verray  soothfastnesse 
That  in  greet  lordshipe,  if  I  wel  avyse, 
Ther  is  greet  servHtute,  in  sondry  wyse. 

I  may  nat  doon  as  every  plowman  may, — 
My  peple  mc  constreyneth  for  to  lake    800 
Another  wyf,  and  crien  day  by  day, 
And  eek  the  pojje,  rancour  for  to  slake, 
Consenteth  it,  that  dar  I  undertake  ; 
And  treweliche  thusmuche  I  wol  yow  seye, 
My  newe  wyf  is  comynge  by  the  weye. 

Be  strong  ofherte,  and  voyde  anon  hir  place, 
And  thilke  dowere  that  ye  broghten  me, 
Taak  it  aga)m,  I  grauntc  it  of  my  grace. 
Retourneth  to  youre  fadres  hous,'  quod  he, 

*  No  man  may  alwey  han  prosperitee.  810 
With  evene  herte  I  rede  yow  tendure 
This  strook  of  Fortune  or  of  dvcnture.* 

And  she  answerde  agayn  in  pacience  : 

*  My  lord,*  qurxl  she,  '  I  wool  and  wiste 

alway 
How  that  bitwixen  youre  magnificence 
And  my  poverte  no  wight  kan  nc  may 
Maken  comparisoun,  it  is  no  nay  ; 
I  ne  heeld  me  never  digne  in  no  manere 
To  be  youre  wyf,  no,  ne  youre  chamberere ; 

And  in  thishoustheryeme  lady  maadc,  820 
The  heighe  God  take  I  for  my  witnesse. 
And  also  wysly  he  my  soule  glaade  ! 
I  never  heeld  me  lady,  ne  maistresse, 
But  humble  servant  to  youre  worthynesse. 
And  ever  shal,  whil  that  my  lyf  may  dure, 
Aboven  every  worldly  creature. 

That  ye  so  longe,  of  youre  benign  it  ee, 
Han  holden  mc  in  honour  and  nobleyc, 
Where  as  I  was  noght  worthy  for  to  bee, 
That  thonke  I  God,  and  yow,  to  whom  I 
preye  830 

P'oryelde  it  yow ;  ther  is  namoore  to  seye ; 
Unto  my  fader  gladly  wol  I  wendc 
And  with  hym  dwelle  unto  my  lyvcs  ende. 

808.  I  grauntt  it  c/ my  rrace.     Petrarch  only 
has  '  dotem  tuam  referens. 
81 1,  8x2.  Chaucer's  expansion  of '  xqua  mente.' 


197 


834-910 


THE  CANTERBUR  Y  TALES 


GROUP  E 


Ther  I  was  fostred  of  a  child  fill  smal, 
Til  I  be  deed  my  lyf  ther  wol  I  lede, 
A  wydwe  clcne,  in  body,  hcrte  and  al ; 
For  sith  I  yaf  to  yow  my  maydenhede, 
And  am  youre  trewe  wyf,  it  is  no  drede, 
G<k1  shiide  swich  a  lordcs  w>'f  to  take    839 
Another  man  to  housbonde  or  to  make ; 

And  of  youre  newe  wyf  Clod  of  his  grace 
So  grauntc  yow  wele  and  prosperitee  ; 
For  I  wol  gladly  yelden  hire  my  place. 
In  which  that  I  was  blisfiil  wont  to  bee ; 
For  sith  it  likcth  yow,  my  lord,*quod  shee, 
*  That  whilom  wercn  al  myn  hertes  restc, 
That  I  shal  goon,  I  wol  goon  whan  yow  leste. 

But  ther  as  ye  me  profire  swich  dowaire 
As  I  first  broghte,  it  is  wel  in  my  mynde 
It  were  my  wrecched  clothes,  nothyngfaire, 
The  whichc  to  me  were  hard  now  for  to 
fynde.  851 

O  goodc  God,  how  gentil  and  how  kynde 
Ye  semed  by  youre  sj>echc  and  youre  visage 
The  day  that  makcd  was  ourc  manage  ! 

But  sooth  is  seyd,  algate  I  f>Tide  it  trewe, 
For  in  effect  it  preeved  is  on  me, 
Love  is  noght  oold  as  whan  that  it  is  newe! 
But  certcs,  lord,  for  no(m  advcrsitee. 
To  dyen  in  the  cas,  it  shal  nat  bee       859 
That  ever  in  word  or  werk  I  shal  rej)ente 
That  I  yow  yaf  mjTi  herte  in  hool  entente. 

My  lord,  ye  woot  that  in  my  fad  res  place 
Ve  didc  me  streepe  out  of  my  pourc  weede, 
And  richely  me  cladden  of  youre  grace. 
To  yow  broghte  I  noght  elles,  out  of  drede. 
But  fcith and  nakednesseand  maydenhede ; 
And  heere  agayn  my  cloth)Tig  I  rcstoore, 
And  eck  my  wedd)Tig  ryng,  for  evermore. 

The  remcniint  of  youre  jueles  redy  be    869 
In-with  youre  chambre,  dar  I  saufly  sayn. 
Naked  out  of  my  fadrcs  hous,'  quod  she, 
'  I  cam  and  naked  moot  I  turne  aga>ii ; 
Al  youre  jilcsance  wol  I  folwen  fayn ; 

836-540.  Expanded  from  Petrarch's  '  Felix 
semper  et  honorabilis  vidua,  quae  viri  talis  uxor 
fuenm.' 

853-860.  Chaucer's  addition. 

865.  naJcednesse,  H*  mrkenes. 


But  yet  I  hope  it  be  nat  youre  entente 
That  I  smoklees  out  of  youre  paleys  wente 

Ye  koude  nat  doon  so  dishoneste  a  thyng 
That  thilke  woml)e  in  which  youre  childrei 

leye 
Sholde  bifom  the  peple,  in  my  walkyng, 
Be  seyn  al  bare,  wherfore  I  yow  prcye, 
I^t  me  nat  lyk  a  worm  go  by  the  wcye. 
Remembre  yow,  myn  owene  lord,  sodecre 
I  was  youre  wyf,  though  I  unworthy  wccrc 

Wherfore  in  gerdoun  of  my  maydenhede 
Which  that  I  broghte,  and  noght  agayn 

here. 
As  vouchethsauf  to  yeve  me  to  my  meed 
But  swich  a  smok  as  I  was  wont  to  were 
That  I  iher-with  may  wTye  the  wombc  c 

here 
That  was  youre  wyf ;  and  beer  take  I  m 

leeve 
Of  yow,  myn  owene  lord,  lest  I  yow  greve. 

*  The  smok,'  quod  he,  '  that  thou  hast  o 
thy  bak,  89 

I^t  it  be  stille,  and  here  it  forth  with  thee. 

But  wel  unnethes  thilke  word  he  spak. 

But  wente  his  wey,  for  routhe  and  for  pitcc 
Bifom  the  folk  hirselven  strepeth  she 

And  in  her  smok,  with  heed  and  foot  1 
bare, 

Toward  hir  foder  hous  forth  is  she  fiue. 

The  folk  hire  folwe  wepynge  in  hir  wej** 
And  Fortune  ay  they  cursen  as  they  goon 
But  she  fro  wepyng  kepte  hire  eyen  drey* 
Ne  in  this  tyme  word  ne  spak  she  noon 
liir  fader,  that  this  tidynge  herde  anooi 
Curseth  the  day  and  tyme  that  nature 
Shoope  hym  to  been  a  lyvcs  creature  ; 

For  out  of  doute  this  olde  poure  man 
Was  ever  in  suspect  of  hir  mariage ; 
Vox  ever  he  demed,  sith  that  it  big^, 
That  whan  the  lord  ^Ifild  badde  his  cotBgn 
II}7n  wolde  thynke  it  were  a  disparage 
To  his  estaat,  so  lowe  for  talighte. 
And  voyden  hire  as  scone  as  ever  Y 
myghte.  91 

888.  mndhger,  stc,  Chaocgr^»  addition. 
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s  doghter  hastiliche  goth  he, 
)y   noyse    of   folk    knew    hire 
mynge, 

hire  olde  coote,  as  it  myghte  be, 
<1  hire  ful  sorwefiilly  wepynge  ; 
e  body  myghte  he  it  nat  brynge, 
tvas  the  clooth  and  moore  of  age 
fele  than  at  hire  mariage. 

th  hire  fader,  for  a  certeyn  space, 

this  flour  of  wyfly  pacience,    919 

ler  by  hire  wordes  ne  hire  face, 

folk,  ne  eek  in  hire  absence, 

1  she  that  hire  was  doon  offence ; 

heighe  estaat  no  remembraunce 

she,  as  by  hire  contenauncc. 

T  is,  for  in  hire  grete  estaat, 
t  was  ever  in  pleyn  humylitee  ; 
:  mouth,  noon  herte  delicaat, 
j,  no  semblant  of  roialtee  ; 
pacient  benyngnytee, 
Jid  pridelees,  ay  honurable,  930 
lire  housbonde  ever  meke  and 
ible. 

leke  of  Job,  and  moost  for  his 

imblesse, 

s,  whan  hem  list,  konne  wel 

dite, 

f  men,  but  as  in  soothfastnesse, 

lerkes  preise  wommen  but  a  lite, 

1   no  man    in    humblesse   hym 

quite 

ncn  kan,  ne  kan  been  half  so 

;we 

len  been,  but  it  be  falle  of  newe. 


PART  VI 

tloigne  is  this  erl  of  Panyk  come, 
the  fame  up  sprang  to  moorc 
id  lesse,  940 

le  pcples  eres,  alle  and  some, 
h  eek  that  a  newe  markyscsse 

Chaocer^i    penrersc    expansion    of 
snio.' 

Chaucer*!  adttition^  in  appurent  forget- 
:  it  is  a  Qetk  who  m  speaking. 


He  with  hym  broghte,  in  swich  pompe 

and  richesse. 
That  never  was  ther  seyn  with  mannes  eye 
So  noble  array  in  al  West  Lumbardye. 

The  markys,  which  that  shoope  and 

knew  al  this, 
Er  that  this  erl  was  come,  sentc  his  message 
For  thilke  sely,  poure  Grisildis  ; 
And  she  with  humble  herte  and  glad  visage, 
Nat  with  no  swollen  thoght  in  hire  corage, 
Cam  at  his  heste,  and  on  hire  knees  hire 

sette,  951 

And  reverently  and  wisely  she  hym  grette. 

*  Grisilde,*  quod  he,  *  my  wyl  is,  outrely, 
This  mayden,  that  shal  wedded  been  to  me. 
Received  be  to-morwe  as  roially 

As  it  possible  is  in  myn  hous  to  be. 
And  eek  that  every  wight  in  his  degree 
Have  his  estaat  in  sittyng  and  servyse 
And  heigh  plesaunce  as  I  kan  best  devyse. 

I  have  no  wommen  suffisaunt,  certayn,  960 
The  chambres  for  tarraye  in  ordinaunce 
After  my  lust,  and  therfore  wolde  I  fayn 
That  thyn  were  al  swich  manere  govern - 

aunce ; 
Thou  knowest  eek  of  old  al  my  plesaunce  ; 
Thogh  thyn  array  be  badde  and  yvel  biscye. 
Do  thou  thy  devoir  at  the  leeste  weye.' 

*  Nat  oonly,  lord,  that  I  am  glad,'  quod 
she, 

*  To  doon  youre  lust,  but  I  desire  also 
Vow  for  to  serve  and  plese  in  my  degree 
Withouten  feyntyng,  and  shal  evermo ; 
Ne  never  for  no  wele,  ne  no  wo,  971 
Ne  shal  the  goost  withinne  myn  herte 

stente 
To    love    yow  l)est,   with    al    my  trcwe 
entente.* 

And  with  that  word  she  gan  the  hous  to 

dightc. 
And  tables  for  to  sette  and  beddes  make. 
And   peyned   hire   to  doon  al    that  she 

myghte, 
Preyynge  the  chambreres  for  Goddcs  sake 
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To  hasten  hem,  and  faste  swepe  and  shake ; 
And  she  the  mooste  servysable  of  alle 
Hath  every  chambre  arrayed  and  his  halle. 

Abouten  undem  gan  this  erl  alighte  981 
That  with  hifn  broghte  thise  noble  children 

tweye, 
For  which  the  peple  ran  to  seen  the  sighte 
Of  hire  array,  so  richely  biseye  ; 
And  thanne  at  erst  amonges  hem  they  seye, 
That  Walter  was  no  fool,  thogh  that  hym 

Icste 
To  chaunge  his  wyf,  for  it  was  for  the 

beste ; 

For  she  is  fairer,  as  they  deemen  alle. 
Than  is  Grisilde,  and  moore  tendre  of  age, 
And  fairer  fruyt  bitwene  hem  sholde  falle. 
And  moore  plesant,  for  hire  heigh  lynage  ; 
Hir  brother  eek  so  faire  was  of  visage 
That  hem  to  seen  the  jjeple  hath  caught 

plesaunce, 
Commendynge  now  the  markys  govern- 

auncc. — 

Aitctor.    '  O  stormy  j>eple  !  unsad,  and 
ever  untrewe  ! 
Ay  undiscrcct,  and  chaungynge  as  a  vane, 
Delitynge  ever  in  rumbul  that  is  newe ; 
For  lyk  the  moone  ay  wexe  ye  and  wane  ! 
Ay  ful  of  clappyng,  deere  ynogh  a  jane  ! 
Yoiire  doom  is  fals,  yourc  Constance  yvele 
preeveth,  1000 

A  ful  greet  ioo\  is  he  that  on  yow  leeveth.* 

Thus  seyden  sadde  folk  in  that  citee 
Whan  that  the  peple  gazed  up  anddoun, — 
For  they  were  glad,  right  for  the  noveltee. 
To  han  a  newe  lady  of  hir  toun. 
Namoorc  of  this  make  I  now  mencioun. 
But  to  Grisilde  agayn  wol  I  me  dresse, 
And  tellchir  Constance  and  hir  bisynesse. — 

Ful  bisy  was  Grisilde  in  every  thyng 
That  to  the  fccste  was  apertinent ;       1010 
Right  noght  was  she  abayst  of  hire  clothyng. 


^3.  thtpcpU.  Petrarch  merely  sa3rs '  erantque 
qui  dicerent.  The  next  tv^o  stanzas  are  Chaucer's 
addition  (marked  Auctorxu  E*),  inserted  in  revis- 
ing the  tale. 


Thogh  it  were  rude  and  somdeel  eek  to- 
rent. 
But  with  glad  cheere  to  the  gate  is  went 
With  oother  folk  to  greete  the  markysessc, 
And  after  that  dooth  forth  hire  bisynesse. 

With  so  glad  chiere  his  gestes  she  re- 

ceyveth, 
And  konnyngly,  everich  in  his  degree, 
That  no  defaute  no  man  aperceyveth. 
But  ay  they  wondren  what  she  myghte  bee 
That  in  so  poure  array  was  for  to  see,  io«> 
And  koude  swich  hon6ur  and  reverence, 
And  worthily  they  preisen  hire  prudence. 

In  al  this  meene-while  she  ne  stente 
This  mayde,  and  eek  hir  brother,  to  com- 

mende 
With  al  hir  herte,  in  ful  benyngne  entente, 
Sowel  that  no  man  koude  hir  pris  amende; 
But  atte  laste  whan  that  thise  lordeswende 
To  sitten  doun  to  mete,  he  gan  to  calle 
Grisilde,  as  she  was  bisy  in  his  halle. 

*  Grisilde,*  quod  he,  as  it  were  in  his  pley, 

*  How  liketh  thee  my  wyf,  and  hire beauteei^ 

*  Right  wel,'  quod  she,  *my  lord,  for  in 

good  fey 
A  fairer  saugh  I  never  noon  than  she ; 
I  prey  to  God  yeve  hire  prosperitee ; 
And  so  hope  I  that  he  wol  to  yow  sende 
Plesance  ynogh  unto  youre  Ijrvcs  ende. 

O  thyng  biseke  I  yow,  and  warne  also, 
That  ye  ne  prikke  with  no  tormentynge 
This  tendre  mayden,  as  ye  han  doon  mo ; 
For  she  is  fostred  in  hire  noris^ynge     1040 
Moore  tendrely,  and,  to  my  supposynge. 
She  koude  nat  adversitee  endure 
As  koude  a  poure  fostred  creature.' 

And  whan  this  Walter  saugh  hirepacience, 
Hir  glade  chiere,  and  no  malice  at  al,' 
And  he  so  ofte  had  doon  to  hire  offence 
And  she  ay  sad  and  constant  as  a  wal, 
Continuynge  ever  hire  innocence  overal, 

« 

1039.  Mo^  more,  others :  cp.  Petrftrdi  *  nt  banc 
ilUs  aculeit  agites,  quiooa  akcnua  agtcaiu.* 
Even  now  she  will  not  aay  '  1 
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dy  markys  gan  his  herte  dresse 
1  upon  hire  wyfly  stedfiutnesse. 

ynogh,  Grisilde  myn,*  qucxi  he, 
namoore  agast,  ne  yvele  apayed ; 
ly  feith  and  thy  benyngnytee, 
s  ever  womman  was,  assayed, 
estaat  and  poureliche  arrayed, 
owe  I,  goode  wyf,  thy  stedfast- 
esse' ; 
in  armes  took,  and  gan  hire  kesse. 

for  wonder  took  of  it  no  keepe, 
e  nat  what  thyng  he  to  hire  seyde, 
:,  as  she  had  stert  out  of  a  sleepe, 
It  of  hire  mazednesse  abreyde.  1061 
;,'  quod  he,  *  by  God  that  for  us 
eyde, 

ray  wyf,  ne  noon  oother  I  have, 
•  hadde,  as  God  my  soule  save  I 

thy  doghter,  which  thou  hast 
upposed 

y  wyf, —  that  oother  feithfully 
myn  heir,  as  I  have  ay  purposed ; 
re  hjrra  in  thy  body  trewely ; 
gne  have  I  kept  hem  prively. 
Q  agayn,  for  now  maystownat  seye 
•u  hast  lorn  noon  of  thy  children 
weye ;  1071 

that  ootherweys  han  seyd  of  me, 
lem  wel  that  I  have  doon  this  deede 
aalice,  ne  for  no  crueltee, 
issaye  in  thee  thy  wommanheede, 
o  sleen  my  children,  God  forbeede ! 
o  kepe  hem  pryvely  and  stille 
'  purpos  knewe  and  al  thy  wille.* 

le  this  herde,  aswowne  doun  she 
lUeth  1079 

ys  joye,  and  after  hire  swownynge 
he  hire  yonge  children  to  hire 
alleth, 

lire  armes,  pitously  wepynge, 
:th  hem,  and  tendrely  kissynge, 
a  mooder,  with  hire  salte  teeres 
hed  bothe  hire  visage  and  hire 
leeres. 

W/  lyk  a  mootUr,  Chaucer's  phrase. 


O  which  a  pitous  thyng  it  was  to  se 
Hir  swownyng,  and  hire  humble  voys  to 
heere  1 

*  Graunt  mercy ^  lord  !  that  thanke  I  yow,* 

quod  she, 

*  That  ye  han  saved  me  my  children  deere. 
Now  rekke  I  never  to  been  deed  right 

heere,  1090 

Sith  I  stonde  in  youre  love  and  in  youre 

grace. 
No  fors  of  deeth,  ne  whan  my  spirit  pace  ! 

Otendre,  O  deere,  O  yonge  children  myne! 
Youre  wofiil  mooder  wende  sted^tly 
That  crueel  houndes,  or  som  foul  vermyne, 
Hadde  eten  yow  ;  but  God,  of  his  mercy. 
And  youre  benyngne  fader,  tendrely 
Hath  doon  yow  kept ' — and  in  that  same 

stounde 
Al  sodeynly  she  swapte  adoun  to  grounde ; 

And  in  hire  swough  so  sadly  holdeth  she 
Hire  children  two,  whan  she  gan  hem 

tembrace. 
That    with    greet    sleighte,    and    greet 

difficultee 
The  children  from  hire  arm  they  goone 

arace. 
O  many  a  tecre  on  many  a  pitous  face 
Doun  ran,  of  hem  that  stooden  hire  bbyde; 
Unnethe  aboutcn  hire  myghte  they  abyde! 

Walter  hire  gladeth,  and  hire  sorwe  slaketh ; 
She  riseth  up,  abaysed,  from  hire  traunce. 
And  every  wight   hire  joye  and   feeste 
maketh,  1109 

Til  she  hath  caught  agayn  hire  contenaunce. 
Walter  hire  dooth  so  feithfully  plesaunce 
That  it  was  deyntee  for  to  seen  the  cheere 
Bit  wixe  hem  two,  now  they  been  met  yfeere. 

Thise  ladyes,  whan  that  they  hir  tymesaye, 
Han  taken  hire  and  into  chambre  gon. 
And  strepen  hire  out  of  hire  rude  array. 
And  in  a  clooth  of  gold  that  brighte  shoon. 
With  a  coroune  of  many  a  riche  stoon 

X086-ZXX3.  Chaucer's  addition. 
Z088.  that  tkankt  I  yow,  H*  God  tKank  it 
{,thanke)you,  God  I  thank  it  {f  hank)  you. 
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Ujx)!!   hire   heed,   they  into   halle   hire 

broghte,  1 1 19 

And  thcr  she  was  honiircd  as  hire  oghte. 

Thus  hath  this  pitous  day  a  blisful  cnde, 
P'or  every  man  and  woniman  dooth  his 

myght 
This  day  in  murthc  and  revel  to  dispende, 
Til  on  the  wclkne  shoon  the  stcrres  lyght ; 
For  more  solempne  in  ever>'  mannes  syght 
This  foslc  was,  and  gretter  of  costage. 
Than  was  the  revel  of  hire  manage. 

Ful  many  a  yeer  in  heigh  prosperitee 
Lyven  thise  two  in  concord  and  in  reste, 
And  richely  his  doghter  mar}'ed  he     1130 
Unto  a  lord,  oon  of  the  worthiestc 
Of  al  Vtaille ;  and  thanne  in]x;es  and  reste, 
His  wyvcs  fader  in  his  court  he  kepeth. 
Til  that  the  soule  out  of  his  body  crepeth. 

His  sonc  succedeth  in  his  heritage 
In  reste  and  pees  after  his  fader  day, 
And  fortunat  was  eek  in  manage ; 
Al  putie  he  nat  his  \*'yf  in  greet  assay. 
This  world  is  nat  so  strong,  it  is  no  nay. 
As  it  hath  been  of  olde  tymes  yoore  ;   1140 
And  hcrkneth   what   this   auctour   seith 
therfoore. 

This  storie  is  scyd,  nat  for  that  wyves 

sholde 
Folwen  Grisilde  as  in  humylitee. 
For    it    were    inportable,    though    they 

wolde, — 
But  for  that  every  wight  in  his  degree 
Sholde  Ih?  constant  in  adversitee 
As  was  (Irisilde,  therfore  Petrak  writeth 
This  storie,  which   with  heigh  stile  he 

cnditeth  ; 

For  sith  a  womman  was  so  pacient     1149 
rnt<^  a  mi»rial  man,  wcl  moore  us  oghte 
Keccyvcn  al  in  gree  that  God  us  sent, 
I-'or  greet  skile  is  he  preevc  that  he  wroghte. 

11^4-  hV't^  \\^  bright. 

ii4'-v.  ot\  H<  in, 

114T.  ihii  auctour^  Petrarch,  who  added  the 
tnoralizing  of  the  next  three  stanxas  to  Boccaccio's 
tale. 


But  he  ne  tempt  eth  no  man  that  he  bo^ite, 
As  seith  Seint  Jame,  if  ye  his  pistel  rede. 
He  preeveth  folk  al  day,  it  is  no  drede. 

And  suffreth  us,  as  for  oure  exercise, 
With  sharpe  scourges  of  adversitee 
Ful  ofte  to  be  bete  in  sondry  wise, 
Nat  for  to  know  oure  wyl,  for  certes  be, 
Kr  we  were  bom,  knew  al  cure  freletee ; 
And  for  oure  bestc  is  al  his  govemaunce ; 
I^t  us  thanne  lyve  in  vertuous  suffiraonce. 

But  o  word,  lordynges,  herkneth,  er  I  go : 
It  were  ful  hard  to  fynde  now-a-dayes 
In  al  a  toun  Grisildis  thre  or  two ; 
For  if  that  they  were  put  to  swiche  assajes, 
The  gold  of  hem  hath  now  so  badde  alayes 
With  bras,  that  thogh  thecoynebe  fitirat  eye 
It  wolde  rather  breste  a-two  than  plye ; 

For  which  heere,  for  the  Wyves  love  of 
Bathe, —  xxyo 

Whos  lyf  and  al  hire  secte  God  mayntene 
In  heigh  maistrie,and  elles  were  it  scathe, — 
I  wol  with  lusty  herte,  fressh  and  grene, 
Seyn  yow  a  song,  to  glade  jrow,  I  wene ; 
And  lat  us  styntc  of  emestful  matere : 
Herkneth  my  song  that  seith  inthisnumere. 

Lettvoy  de  Chaucer 

Cirisilde  is  deed,  and  eek  hire  padence. 
And  bothc  atones  buryed  in  Ytaille ; 
For  which  I  crie  in  open  audience, 
No  wedded  man  so  hardy  be  tassatlle    xx8o 
His  ^yves  pacience  in  hope  to  fynde 
GrisildLs,  for  in  certein  he  shal  fidlle  I 

O  noble  wyves,  ful  of  heigh  prudence, 
I^t  noon  humylitee  youre  tonge  naill, 
Ne  lat  no  clerk  have  cause  or  diligence 
To  write  of  yow  a  storie  of  swich  mervaille 
As  of  Grisildis  pacient  and  kynde. 
Lest    ChichiiHiche  yow   swelwe   in   hire 
cntraillc  ! 

1 163.  Butoword,  WhatfoIIowsisallChauoer'a. 
Its  unsuitablenesse  to  the  Clerk  has  often  been 
noticed. 

X188.  CkickivacJkt.  the  lean  cow  who  fcd  on 
patient  wives,  while  ber  mate  Bfoonie  Brew  fat  on 
humble  husbands.  A  cotmpctoD  of  akiek^fiKkt, 
lean<faoed. 
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Folweth  Ekko,  that  holdeth  no  silence, 
But  ever  answereth  at  the  countretaille. 
Beth  nat  bidaffed  for  youre  innocence,  1191 
But  sharply  taak  on  yow  the  govemaillc. 
Emprenteth  wel  this  lessoun  in  youre  mynde 
For  commune  profit  sith  it  may  availle. 

Ye  archiwyves  stondeth  at  defense, 
Syn  ye  be  strong  as  is  a  greet  camaille, 
Ne  suffreth  nat  that  men  yowdoon  offense ; 
And  sklendre  wyvcs,  fieble,  as  in  bataille, 
Beth  egre  as  is  a  tygre  yond  in  Ynde ;  1199 
Ay  clappeth  as  a  mille,  I  yow  consaillc  ; 

Ne  dreed  hem  nat,  doth  hem  no  reverence, 
For  though  thyn  housbonde  armed  be  in 

maiile, 
The  arwes  of  thy  crabbed  eloquence 
Shal  perce  his  brest,  and  eek  his  aventaille. 
In  jalousie  I  rede  eek  thou  hynfbynde, 
And   thou  shalt   make  hym   couche  as 

dooth  a  quaille. 

If  thou  be  feir,  ther  folk  been  in  presence 
Shewe  thou  thy  visage  and  thynapparaille ; 
If  thou  be  foul,  be  frc  of  thy  dispence,  1209 
To  gete  thee  freendes  ay  do  thy  travaille ; 
Be  ay  of  chiere,  as  light  as  leef  on  lynde. 
And  lat  hym  care  and  wepe,  and  wryng 
and  waille  I. 


The  Prohge  of  the  Marchantes  Tale 

*  Wepyng  and  waylyng,  care  and  oother 
sorwe 
I  knowe  ynogh,  on  even  and  a-morwe,* 
Quod  the  Marchant,  'andsodoonotheremo 
That  wedded  been,  I  trowe  that  it  be  so  ; 
For  wel  I  woot  it  fareth  so  with  me. 
I  have  a  wyf,  the  worste  that  may  be, 
For  th(^h  thefeend  tohire  y-coupled  were. 
She  wolde  hym  overmacche,  I  dar  wel 


swere. 


Z220 


What  sholde  I  yow  reherce  in  special 
Hir  hye  malice  ?    She  is  a  shrewe  at  al. 
Ther  is  a  long  and  large  difference 
Bitwix  Grisildis  grete  pacience, 
And  of  my  wyf  the  passyng  crueltec. 
Were  I  imbotiiideiiy  al  so  moot  I  thee  ! 


I  wolde  never  eft  comen  in  the  snare. 
We  wedded  men  lyven  in  sorwe  and  care. 
Assaye  who  so  wole  and  he  shal  fynde  1229 
I  seye  sooth,  by  Seint  Thomas  of  Ynde  ! 
As  for  the  moore  part,  I  sey  nat  alio  ; 
God  shilde  that  it  sholde  so  bifallc  ! 

*  A  !    good    sire    Hoost  !     I    have   y- 

wedded  bee 
Thise  monthes  two,  and  moorc  TvsX^pardeet 
And  yet,  I  trowe,  he  that  al  his  lyve 
Wyflees  hath  been,  though  that  men  wolde 

himryve 
Unto  the  herte,  ne  koude  in  no  manere 
TcUen  so  muchel  sorwe  as  I  now  heere 
Koude  tellen  of  my  wyves  curscdnesse  ! ' 

*  Now,'  quod  our  Hoost,   '  Marchant, 

so  God  yow  blesse  !  1240 

Syn  ye  so  muchel  k  no  wen  of  that  art, 
Ful  hertely  I  pray  yow  telle  us  part.' 

*  Gladly,'  quod  he,  *  but  of  myn  owcne 

soore. 
For  soory  herte,  I  telle  may  namoore.' 


MERCHANT'S  TALE 

Heere  bigynneth  The  Marchantes  Tale 

Whilom  ther  was  dwellynge  in  Lum- 
bardye 
A  worthy  knyght  that  lx)m  was  of  Pav)'e, 
In  which  he  lyved  in  greet  prosperitce  ; 
And  sixty  yeer  a  wyflees  man  was  hce, 
And  folwed  ay  his  bodily  delyt 
On  wommen  ther  as  was  his  appctyt,    1250 
As  doon  thise  fooles  that  been  seculeer ; 
And  whan  that  he  was  passed  sixty  yeer, 
Were  it  for  hoolynesse  or  for  dotage 
I  kan  nat  seye,  but  swich  a  greet  coragc 
Hadde  this  knyght  to  been  a  wedded  man 
That  day  and  nyght  he  dooth  al  that  he 

kan 
Tcspien  where  he  myghte  wedded  Iw? ; 
Preyinge  oure  Lord  to  granten  liim  that  he 

The  Afarckantcs  Tale.  The  Pear-tree  incident 
in  this  stor>'  is  the  subject  of  the  ninth  novel  of 
the  seventh  day  in  Boccaccio's  Dccamercru,  and 
is  found  also  in  a  collection  of  Latin  fables  by  one 
Adolphus,  written  in  1315;  and  elsewhere,  ft  has 
probably  an  Eastern  origui. 

12^8.  sixtyy  H'^/ourty;  so  H  in  X252. 
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Mighte  ones  knowe  of  thilke  blisful  lyf  1259 
That  is  bitwixe  an  housbonde  and  his  wyf, 
And  for  to  lyve  under  that  hooly  bond 
With   which   that    first    God    man   and 
womman  bond. 

*  Noon  oother  lyf,'  seyde  he,  *  is  worth  a 

bene, 
For  wedlok  is  so  esy,  and  so  clene. 
That  in  this  world  it  is  a  paradys ' ; 
Thus  seyde  this  olde  knyght,  that  was  so 

wys. 
And  certeinly,  as  sooth  as  God  is  kyng. 
To  take  a  wyf  it  is  a  glorious  thyng, 
And  namely  whan  a  man  is  oold  and  hoor,  — 
Thanne  is  a  wyf  the  fruyt  of  his  tresor, — 
Thannesholde  hetakeayong  wyf  anda  Jeir, 
On  which  he  myghte  engendren  hym  an 

heir, 
And  lede  his  lyf  in  joye  and  in  solas  ; 
Where  as  thise  bachel^ris  synge,  *  Alias  ! ' 
Whan  that  they  f>Tiden  any  adversitee 
In  love,  which  nys  but  childyssh  vanytee  ; 
And  trewcly  it  sit  wel  to  be  so 
That  bacheleris  have  often  j)eyne  and  wo  ; 
On  brotel  ground  they  buylde,  and  brolel- 

nessc  1279 

They  fynde  whan  they  wene  sikemessc.   ^ 
They  lyve  but  as  a  bryd,  or  as  a  beest. 
In  libcrtee  and  under  noon  arreest, 
Ther  as  a  wedded  man,  in  his  estaat, 
Ly vcth  a  lyf  blisful  and  ordinaat, 
Under  this  yok  of  mariage  y-bounde. 
Wel  may  his  herte  in  joye  and  blisse  ha- 

boundc, 
For  who  kan  be  so  buxom  as  a  wyf? 
Wbo  is  so  trewe  and  eek  so  ententyf 
To  keixi  hym,  syk  and  hool,  as  is  his  make? 
For  wele  or  wo  she  wole  hym  nat  forsake ; 
She  nys  nat  wery  hym  to  love  and  serve, 
Thogh  that  he  lye  bed  rede  til  he  ster\'e. 

And  yet  somme  clerkcsseyn  itnysnatso, 
Of  whiche  he,  Thcofraste,  is  oon  of  tha 
What  force  though  Theofrastc  liste  lye  ? 

*  Ne  take  no  wyf,'  quod  he,  *  for  hous- 

bondrj'e. 
As  for  to  spare  in  houshold  thy  dispence  ; 
A  trewe  servant  dooth  moore  diligence 


1273.  joyf^  H  mlrthe. 

1294.  Theo/rasU.    See  Wife  of  Bath's  Tale,  11. 
235,  67X. 


Thy  good  to  kepe,  than  thyn  owene  wyf,    < 
For  she  wol  clayme  half  port  al  hir  lyf;  1300 
And  if  that  thou  be  syk,  so  God  me  save ! 
Thy  verray  freendes,  or  a  trewe  knave, 
Wol  kepe  thee  bet  than  she,  that  waiteth  ay 
After  thy  good,  and  hath  doon  many  a  day ; 
And  if  thou  take  a  wyf  unto  thyn  hoold, 
P'ul  lightly  maystow  been  a  coke  wold.' 
Thb  sentence,  and  an  hundred  thynges 

worse, 
Writeth  this  man,  ther  God  his  bones  corse ! 
But  take  no  kepe  of  al  swich  vanytee ; 
Deffie  Theofraste  and  herke  me.         1310 

A  wyf  is  Goddes  yifte  verraily ; 
AUe  othere  manere  yiftes  hardily. 
As  londes,  rentes,  pasture,  or  commune, 
Or  moebles,  alle  been  yiftes  of  Fortune, 
That  passen  as  a  shadwe  upon  a  wal ; 
But  dredelees,  if  ple3mly  speke  I  shal, 
A  wyf  wol  laste  and  in  thyn  hous  endure, 
Wel  lenger  than  thee  list,  pariventure. 

Mariage  is  a  ful  greet  sacrement ; 
I  le  which  that  hath  no  wyf  I  holde  hym 

shent ;  1320 

He  lyveth  helplees  and  al  desolat, — 
I  speke  of  folk  in  seculcr  estaat ; 
And  herke  why,  I  sey  nat  this  for  noght. 
That   womman   is  for  mannes  helpe  y- 

wroght. 
The  hye  God  whan  he  haddeAdam  maked. 
And  saugh  him  al  allone,  bely  naked, 
God  of  hb  gretc  goodnesse  s^rde  than, 
'  Lat  us  now  make  an  helpe  unto  this  man, 
Lyk  to  hymsclf ' ;  and  thanne  he  made 

him  Eve.    .  13*9 

I  leere  may  yese,  and  heerbymayye  preve. 
That  wyf  is  mannes  helpe  uid  his  confbrt. 
His  Paradys  terrestre,  and  his  dispori ; 
So  buxom  and  so  vertuous  is  she, 
They  moste  nedes  lyve  in  unitee. 
O  fiessh  they  been,  and  o  flessh,  as  I  gesse. 
Hath  but  oon  herte  in  wele  and  indistresse. 

A  wyf !  a  !  Seinte  Marie,  htnedicite^ 
How  myghte  a  man  han  any  adversitee 
That  hath  a  wyf?     Gertes,  I  kan  nat  seye. 
The   blisse  which  that  is  bitwixe  hem 

Iweye  1340 

Ther  may  no  tonge  telle  or  herte  thynk^ 
If  he  be  poure  she  helpeth  hym  to  swyoke, 

13x6.  dredilettt  H*  ihrtk  m§L 
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y/She  kepeth  his  good  and  wasteth  never 

a  deel ; 
Al  that  hire  hoosbonde  lust  hire  liketh 

weel ; 
She    scith    not    ones,   *nay,'  whan    he 

seith,  *ye.* 
•  Do  this,'  seith  he  ;  *  Al  redy,  sire,'  seith 

she. 
O  blisful  ordre  of  wedlok  precious  ! 
Thou  art  so  murye,  and  eek  so  vertuous, 
And  so  commended  and  appreved  eek. 
That  every  man  that  halt  hym  worth  a 

leek,  1350 

Upon  his  bare  knees,  oughte,  al  his  lyf, 
Thanken  his  God  that  hym  hath  sent  a 

Or  elles  preye  to  God  hym  for  to  sende 
A  wyf,  to  Utste  unto  his  lyves  ende ; 
For  thanne  his  lyf  is  set  in  sikemesse  ; 
X^e  may  nat  be  deceyved,  as  I  gesse. 
So  that  he  werke  after  his  wyves  reede. 
Thanne  may  he  boldely  kepen  up  his  heed, 
They  been  so  trcwe,  and  therwithal  so 

wyse ; 
For  which,  if  thou  wolt  werkcn  as  the 

wyse,  1360 

Do  alwey  so  as  wommen  wol  thee  recde. 

Lo,  how  that  Jacob,  as  thise  clerkes 

rede. 
By  good  conseil  of  his  mooder  Rebekke, 
Boonde  the  kydes  skyn  aboute  his  nekke, 
Thurgh  which  his  &dres  benysoun   he 

wan. 
Lo  Judith,  as  the  storie  telle  kan. 
By  wys  conseil  she  Goddes  peple  kepte, 
And  slow  hym  Olofemus,  whil  he  slcpte. 
Lo  Abigayl,  by  good  conseil  how  she 
Saved  hir  housbonde,  Nabal,  whan  that  he 
Sholde  han  be  slayn ;  and  lookc  Ester 

also,  1371 

By  good  conseil  delyvered  out  of  wo 
Tlic  peple  of  God,  and  made  hym  Mar- 

dochee 
Of  Assuere  enhaunced  for  to  be. 

Thcr  nys  no  thyng  in  grce  superlatyf, 
As  seith  Senek,  above  an  humble  wyf. 

1366.  Mtorie,  E<  $ierx€  eek. 

1375.  GloMedinEaodHeng. :  'Seneca:  Sicut 
iiidDil  est  snperins  (om.  E)  heqigna  conjuge,  ita 
mhil  cnidcUns  est  infetta  multere.* 


Suffre  thy  wyves  tonge,  as  Catoun  bit, 
Sheshal  comande,and  thou  shalt  suffrenit, 
And  yet  she  wole  obeye  of  curteisye  ; 
A  wyf  is  kepere  of  thyn  housbondrjc.  1380 
Wei  may  the  sike  man  biwaille  and  wepe, 
Ther  as  ther  nys  no  wyf  the  hous  to  kepe. 
I  wame  thee  if  wisely  thou  wolt  wirche, 
Love  wel   thy  \^'yf,  as  Crist  loved   his 

chirche. 
If  thou  lovest  thyself  thou  lovest  thy  wyf. 
No  man  hateth  his  flcssh,  but  in  his  lyf 
He  fostreth  it,  and  therfore  bidde  I  thee 
Cherisse   thy  wyf,  or   thou  shalt  never 

thee. 
Housbonde  and  wyf,  what  so  men  jape 

or  pleye, 
Of  worldly  folk  holden  the  siker  weye ;  1390 
They  been  so  knyt  ther  may  noon  harm 

bityde, 
And  namely  upon  the  wjrves  syde  ; 
P'or  which  this  Januarie,  of  whom  I  tolde, 
Considered  hath,  inwith  his  dayes  olde, 
The  lusty  lyf,  the  vertuous  quyetc, 
That  is  in  mariagc  hony  sweete  ; 
And  for  his  freendes  on  a  day  he  sente. 
To  tcllen  hem  theffect  of  his  entente. 
With  face  sad  his  tale  he  hath  hem 

toold.  X399 

He  seyde,  *  Freendes,  I  am  hoor  and  oold, 
And  almoost,   (jod  woot,   on   my  pittcs 

brynke ; 
Upon  the  soulc  somwhat  mostc  I  th)Tike. 
I  have  my  bo<ly  folily  desixindcd  ; 
Blessed    be    God !    that    it    shal    been 

amended. 
For  I  wol  l)e  certeyn  a  wedded  man, 
And  that  anoon,  in  al  the  haste  I  kan. 
Unto  som  mayde,  fair  and  lendrc  of  age, 
I  prey  yow  sha|)eth  for  my  mariage 
Al  sodeynly,  for  I  wol  nat  abyde  ; 
And  I  wol  fonde  tespien  on  my  syde  1410 
To  whom  I  may  be  wedded  hastily  ; 
But  for  as  muchc  as  ye  been  nio  than  I, 
\'e  shullcn  rather  swich  a  thyng  espyen 
Than  I,  and  where  me  best  were  to  allyen. 

13^7.   Glossed,    '  Cato :    Uxoris   linguam,    si 
frugi  est,  ferre  memento.' 
1387.  bidde ^  H  u*ame. 
1390.  siker y  H  righte. 
I       1408.  ihapeth,  nhel/^itk. 
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^  But  o  thyng  warne  I  yow,  my  freendes 

deere, 
I  wol  noon  oold  wyf  han  in  no  manere. 
She  shal  nat  passe  twenty  yeer  certayn, 
Oold    fissh.  and    yonge   flessh   wolde   I 

have  fayn. 
Bet  is,'  quod  he,  *a  pyk  than  a  pykerel, 
aVnd  bet  than  olde  boef  is  the  tendre  veel. 
I  wol  no  womman  thritty  yeer  of  age, — 
It  is  but  bcnestraw  and  greet  forage  ; 
And  eek  thisc  olde  wydwes,  God  it  woot, 
They  konne  so  muchcl  craft  on  Wades 

boot, 
So  muchel  broken  harm,  whan  that  hem 

leste. 
That  with  hem  sholde  I  never  lyve  in 

reste  ; 
For  sondry  scoles  maken  sotile  clerkLs. 
Womman  of  manye  scoles  half  a  clerk  is ; 
liut  certeynly  a  yonge  thyng  may  men  gye. 
Right  as  men  may  warm  wex  with  handcs 

plye,  1430 

Whcrfore  I  sey  yow  pleynly  in  a  clause, 
I  wol  noon  oold  wyf  han  right  for  this 

cause  ; 
P'or  if  so  were  that  I  hadde  swich  mys- 

chaunce 
That  I  in  hire  ne  koude  han  no  plesaunce, 
Thanne  sholde  I  lede  my  lyf  in  avoutrye, 
And  go  streight  to  the  devel,  whan  I  dye  ; 
Ne  children  sholde    I   none   upon  hire 

geten  ; 
Vet  were  me  levere  houndes  had  me  eten, 
Than  that  inyn  heritage  sholde  falle 
In  straungc  hand,  and  this  I  telle  yow  alle. 
I  dote  nat ;  I  woot  the  cause  why       1441 
Men    sholde    wedde,  and    forthermoore 

woot  I 
Ther  speketh  many  a  man  of  mariage, 
That  woot  namoorc  of  it  than  woot  my 

l^age. 
For  whiche  causes  man  sholde  take  a  w>'f. 
Siththe  he  may  nat  lyven  chaast  his  lyf, 
Take  hym  a  wyf  with  greet  devocioun, 

H17.  tufttty,  \l^  sixUne. 

1418.  /ayn,  W^/ul/ayn^  Pet.  certayn. 

1421.   thritty^  H^  twenty. 

1 4  24.  onH  odes  hoot.  The  legend  of  Wade  and 
his  adventures  in  his  boat  Guingelot  has  pemhed. 

144'^.  H^  1/ he  ne  (om.  Corp.')  may  notckast 
be  by  his  li/e. 


By  cause  of  leveful  procreacioun 
Of  children,  to  thonour  of  God  above, 
And  nat  oonly  for  paramour  or  love ;   1450 
And  for  they  sholde  leccherye  eschue, 
And   yelde   hir   dettes   whan   that  they 

ben  due ; 
Or  for  that  ech  of  hem  sholde  helpen 

oother 
In  meschicf,  as  a  suster  shal  the  brother, 
And  lyve  in  chastitee  ful  holily  ; 
But,  sires,  by  youre  leve,  that  am  nat  I, 
For,  God  be  thanked,  I  dar  make  a\'aunt, 
I  feele  my  l3mies  stark  and  suffisaunt 
To  do  al  that  a  man  bilongeth  to  ;      1459 
I  woot  my-selven  best  what  I  may  da 
Though  I  be  hoor,  I  fiare  as  dooth  a  tree 
That  blosmeth,  er  that  fhtyt  y-woxen  bee ; 
And  blosmy  tree  nys  neither  drye  ne  deed. 
I  feele  me  nowhere  hoor  but  on  myn  heed ; 
Myn  herte  and  alle  my  lymes  been  as 

grcne 
As  laurer  thurgh  the  yeer  is  for  to  sene ; 
And  syn  that  ye  han  herd  al  myn  entente, 
I  prey  yow  to  my  wyl  ye  wole  assente.' 

Diverse  men  diversely  hym  tolde 
Of  mariage  manye  ensamples  olde.      1470 
Sommc   blamed    it,   somme   preysed   it 

certeyn. 
But  atte  laste,  shortly  for  to  seyn, 
As  al  day  falleth  altercacioun 
Bitwixen  freendes  in  disputisoun, 
Ther  fil  a  stryf  bitwixe  his  bretheren  two, 
Of  whiche  that  oon  was  cleped  Placebo, 
Justinus  soothly  called  was  that  oother. 
Placebo  seyde,  '  O  Januarie  brother, 
Ful  litcl  nede  hadde  ye,  my  lord  so  deere, 
Conscil  to  axe  of  any  that  is  heere,     &480 
But  that  ye  been  so  ful  of  sapience 
That  yow   ne   liketh,  for  youre  heighe 

prudence. 
To  wey  ven  fro  the  word  of  Salomon. 
This  word  seyde  he  unto  us  everydioii, 
*  Wirk  alle  thyng  by  conseil,'  thus  seyde  he, 
'  And  thanne  shaltow  nat  repente  thee ' ; 
But  though  that   Salomon  spok  swich 

a  word, 
Myn  owenc  deere  brother,  and  my  lord. 
So  wysly  God  my  soule  brynge  at  reste. 


Z455.  k§iify,  H*  A€vtmfy. 
1477.  emiiid,  H*  c&^ 
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I  holdc  youre  owene  coDseil  is  the  bcste  ; 
For,  brother  myn,  of  me  taak  this  motyf, 
I  have  now  been  a  court-man  al  my  lyf, 
-\nd,  God  it  woot,  though  I  unworthy  be, 
I  have  stonden  in  ful  greet  degree 
Aboutcn  lordes  of  ful  heigh  estaat ; 
Vet  hadde  I  never  with  noon  of  hem 

debaat ; 
I  never  hem  contraried  trewely. 
I    woot   wel   that   my  lord   kan   moore 

than  I ; 
Wliat  that  he  seith  I  holde  it  fcrme  and 

stable ;  1499 

I  seye  the  same,  or  elles  thyng  semblable. 
A  ful  greet  fool  is  any  conseillour, 
That  serveth  any  lord  of  heigh  honour, 
That  dar  presume,  or  elles  thenken  it. 
That  his  conseil  sholde  passe  his  lordes  wit. 
Nay,  lordes  been  no  fooles,  by  my  fay  ! 
Ye  han  youreselven  shewed  hcer  to-day 
So  heigh  sentence,  so  holily  and  weel. 
That  I  consente  and  conferme  every<leel 
Youre  wordes  alle,  and  youre  opinioun. 
By  God,  ther  nys  no  man  in  al  this  toun, 
Ne  in  Ytaille,  koude  bet  han  sayd.     15  n 
Crist  halt  hym  of  this  conseil  wel  apayd  ; 
And  trewely  it  is  an  heigh  corage, 
Of  any  roan  that  stapen  is  in  age. 
To  take  a  yong  wyf ;  by  my  fader  kyn, 
Youre  hcrte  hangeth  on  a  joly  pyn  ! 
Dooth  now  in  this  matiere  right  as  y ow  leste, 
For,  finally,  I  holde  it  for  the  beste.* 

Justinus,  that  ay  stille  sat  and  hcrde, 
Right  in  this  wise  to  Placebo  answerde:  1520 
*  Now,  brother  myn,  be  pacient  I  preye, 
Synyehan  seyd,  and  herkneth  what  I  seye. 
'  Senek  among  his  othere  wordes  wyse 
Seith  that  a  man  oghtehym  right  wel  a\7se 
To  whom  he  yeveth  his  lond  or  his  catel ; 
And  syn  I  oghte  avyse  me  right  wel 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  good  awey  fro  me, 
Wel  muchel  moore  I  oghte  avysed  be 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  body  for  alwey. 
I  wame  yow  wel,  it  is  no  childes  pley  1530 
To  take  a  wyf  withoute  avysement. 
Men  moste  enqucre,  this  is  myn  assent, 
Wher  she  be  wys,  or  sobre,  or  dronkelewe, 
Or  proud,  or  elles  ootherweys  a  shrewe, 


X495-  A'jif*.  H'/rr/. 
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A  chidestere,  or  a  wastour  of  thy  good, 
Or  riche,  orpoore,  or  elles  mannyssh  wood. 
Al  be  it  so  that  no  man  fyndcn  shal 
Noon  in  this  world  that  trotteth  hool  in  al, 
Ne  man  ne  beest,  which  as  men  koude 

devyse, 
But  nathelees  it  oghte  ynough  suft'ise   1540 
With  any  w)'f,  if  so  were  that  slie  hadde 
Mo  goode  thewes  than  hire  vices  badde  ; 
And  al  this  axeth  leyser  for  lenquere, — 
For,  God  it  woot,  I  have  wept  many  a  teere 
P'ul  pryvely,  syn  I  have  had  a  wyf. 
Preyse  who-so  wole  a  wedded  maniies  lyf, 
Certein  I  fynde  in  it  but  cost  and  care. 
And  observance  of  alle  blisses  bare  ; 
And  yet,  God  woot,  myneigheborcsaboute, 
And  namely  of  wommen  many  a  route,  1550 
Seyn  that  I  have  the  mooste  stodefast  wyf, 
And  eek  the  mekcste  oon  that  bercth  lyf; 
But  I  woot  best  where  wryngeth  me  my  sho. 
Ve  mowe,  for  me,  right  as  yow  liketh  do. 
Avyseth  yow,  ye  been  a  man  (jf  age, 
How  that  ye  entren  into  mariage, 
And  namely  with  a  yong  wyf  and  a  fair. 
By  hym  that  made  water,  crthc,  and  air, 
The  yongeste  man  that  is  in  al  this  route 
Is  bisy  ynough  to  bryngen  it  aboute     1560 
To  han  his  wyf  allonc  ;  trusteth  me, 
Ve  shul  nat  plcscn  hire  fully  yeres  tlire, — 
This  is  to  seyn,  to  doon  hire  ful  j)lesauncc. 
A  wyf  axeth  ful  many  an  observaunce. 
I  i^rey  yow  that  ye  be  nat  yvele  apayd.' 

*  Wel,' quod  this  Januarie,  '  and  hastow 

sayd? 
Straw  for  thy  Senek,  and  for  thy  provt'rbes ! 
I  counte  nat  a  panyer  ful  of  herbes 
Of  scole  temics  ;  wyser  men  than  thow, 
As  thou  hast  herd,  assenteden  right  now 
To  my  purpos.      Placebo,  what  scy  ye  ?  ' 

*  I  seye  it  is  a  cursed  man,'  qu(xl  he, 
*  That  letteth  matrimoigne  sikerly  ! ' 
And  with  that  word  they  rysen  sodeynly, 
And  been  assented  fully  that  he  sholde 
Be  wedded  whanne  hym  list  and  where 

he  woldc. 
Heigh  fantasye  and  curious  bisynesse 
Fro  day  to  day  gan  in  the  soule  inipresse 
Of  Januarie,  aboute  his  mariage.  1579 

Many  fair  sha])e  and  many  a  fair  visage 

1548.  fitservancCyV.^  ohtri'aHccs. 
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And 


Ther  passeth  ihurgh  his  herle  nyght  by 

Ai  wbojo  looke  a  mirouT  polisshed  bryght 
ommunc  market-place, 
sholdeh«  se  (ul  manya  figure  pace 
and  in  tbe  same  wyse 
Gun  Januarie  inwith  his  Ihogbt  devyse 
Of  maydens  whiche  that  dwellen  hyni 

He  wiste  nal  wher  ihat  he  myghte  abyde, 
Fot,  if  chat  oon  have  beaute  in  hir  face, 
Another  stanl  »o  in  the  peples  gitiice  1590 
Fcrt  hire  sadness«  and  hire  benyngnylee, 
That  of  the  peple  gretteat  voys  hath  she  ; 
'    '      smme   were    riche,   and   hadden 

badde  name ; 
nathelees,  hntwixe  emcst  and  game, 
atti  lasie  apoynted  hyni  on  oon, 
'  Icet  allc  olhere  from  his  hette  goon. 
And  chees  hire  of  his  owene  auctorilee  ; 
For  love  is  hlynd  bJ  day,  and  may  nst  see. 
And  whan  that  he  was  in  his  bed  y-broght 
He  puttreycd  in  his  hericund  in  his  thoght 
Hit  fressh^  beau  tee,  and  hir  age  tend  re,  ifei 
Hir  myddel  smal,  hire  armes  longe  and 

sklcndre, 
I  lir  wise  govcrnaunce,  hir  genlitlesse, 
llirwommuilyberynge,  and  hire  sad nesse. 
Andwhanthi,lheanhiic  was  condescended 
Hym   thoughte   his   choys   myghti   nut 

ben  amended  ; 
Tor  whan  that  he  hyni  sel  f  concluded  hadde, 
llym  thoughte  ech  oothei  mannes  wil  so 

bmlde 
That  inpossible  it  were  to  rcpplye      ifoj 
Agnyn  his  choys, — this  was  his  Ikntosye. 
His  ftecndes  senle  he  tn,  nt  his  instaunce, 
And  preyed  hem  In  doon  hym  (hat  ples- 

I -inial  hastily  Ihey  wolden  to  hym  come ; 
KHewoldcBbreggehirb)bour,3lleandsnme; 
ftjfedetb  namoorr  far  hym  lo  go  nc  rydc, 
liSe  was  apoynted  ther  he  wolde  abyde. 
Placebo   cam,   and   eek   his   freendcs 

t*And  alderfirst  he  bad  hem  alle  a  boone, 

V'l^at  Doon  of  hem  none  argumentes  make 

~  piyn  the  pucpos  which  Ihal  he  halh  lake, 

Uch  purpoa  was  picsant  to  God ,  seyde  he, 

L.And  verray  ground  of  his  prospcrilcc. 


Heseydetherwasamayden  in  thetoun. 
Which  that  of  beaulce  badde  greet  lennun, 
Al  were  il  so  she  were  of  smal  degree, 
Suffiseth  hym  hii  yowlhe,  and  hir  beauiee ; 
Which  mayde,  he  seyde,  he  wolde  h(D 

lo  his  wyf, 
To  lede  io  ese  and  hoolynesse  his  tyf ; 
And  llianked  God  thai  he  myghte:  ' 

Thdt  no  wight  his  blisse  parien  shni  . 
And  preyde  hem  to  laboure  in  thi).  n^.  '■■ 
And  shapen  that  he  &iUc  nal  to  spcde ; 
For  thanne  he  seyde  his  spirit  was  at  est, 
■  Thanne  is,'  quod  he,  '  no-thyi^  may  me 

Save  a  thyng  prikelh  in  my  conscience, 
Tbe  which  I  wol  reherce  in  youre  presence 
"I  have,'  quod   be,    'herd   scyd,  fal 
yoore  ago, 
Ther  may  no  man  ban  parfite  blisses  two, — 
This  is  lo  sey  c,  in  crlhe  and  eek  in  hevene,— 
l-'oi  though  he  kcpe  hym  fro  the  sjtaia 
sevcnc,  iAid 

And  eek  from  every  branche  of  ihilkc  tree. 
Yet  is  ther  so  parfit  fclicitee 
And  so  greet  ese  and  lust  in  manage. 
That  ever  I  am  agast  now  in  myn  ag^ 
That  I  shal  lede  now  so  myiic  >  b^ 
So  dclicat,  withoutcn  wo  and  spj^  j 
Thatlshalhavemyn  hevenc  in  eriM  ^ 
For  sith  that  vetiay  hevene  U  b 

Wilh  tribnlacioun  and  gnjut  p 
How  sholde  I  thanne,  Ihal  lyvt  in 

picsaunce 
As  alle  wedded  men  dooi 
Come  lo  the  bliste  Iher  Crist  etce 

lyve  ys? 
This  is  my  drede,  and  ye  my  h 

Iweye, 
Assoilleth  me  this  questioun,  I  a 

Juslinus,  which  that  haled  Mtlj 
Answerde  anon  right  in  his  japci)!^ 
And  for  he  wolde  his  longi  t>le*t 
He  wolde  noon  auelorilee  ftBcgge, 
ISut  seyde, '  Sire,  so  ther  be  noon  o^.• 
Uotherlhan  this,Godofhisliy^ni)! 
And  uf  his  mercy,  may  so  fbi  yow  u 
Thai  er  ye  have  youre  right  of  houly  cli  1 
Ye  mny  repentc  of  Wedded  nunnii  h 
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In   which  ye   seyn   thcr   is  no   wo   ne 

stryf ; 
And  elles,  God  forbede,  but  he  sente 
A  wedded  man  hym  grace  to  repcnle 
Wei  ofte  rather  than  a  scngle  man  ; 
And    therfore,    sire, — the   beste   reed    I 

kan, — 
Dispeire  yow  noght,  but  have  in  yourc 

memorie,  1669 


Paraunter  she  may  be  youre  purgatorie  ; 
She  may  be  Goddcs  meene,  and  Goddcs 

whippe  ! 
Thannc  shal  yourc  soulc  up  to  hcvcne 

skippe 
Siftifter  thandoothan  arwcoutof  the  bowe. 
I  hope  to  God  herafter  shul  ye  knowc 
That  ther  nys  no  so  greet  felicitce 
In  manage,  ne  never  mo  shal  bee. 
That  yow  shal  leUe  of  youre  savacioun, 
So  that  ye  use,  as  skilc  is  and  resoun. 
The  lustes  of  youre  wyf  altemprely,    1679 
And  that  ye  plese  hire  nat  to  amorously. 
And  that  ye  kci)e  yow  eck  from  oothcr 

synnc. 
My  tale  is  doon,  for  my  witle  is  thynno  ; 
Beth  nat  agast  hcr-of,  my  brother  decre, 
But  ]at  us  waden  out  of  this  matcere. 
(The  Wyf  of  Bathe,  if  ye  han  understonde, 
Of  maridge,  which  ye  have  on  honde, 
I>eclared  hath  ful  wel  in  litcl  space.) 
Fareth  now  wel,  Gud  have  yow  in  his 
grace.' 
^     And  with  this  word  this  Justyn  and  his 
brother 
Han  take  hir  levc,  and  ech  of  hem  of 
oothcr ;  1690 

For    whan    they   saughe   that    it    mostc 

needis  be. 
They  wroghten  so,  by  sly  and  wj's  trctee, 
That  she,  this  mayden,  which  that  Mayus 

highte, 
A-s  hastily  as  ever  that  she  myghte, 
Shal  wedded  be  unto  this  Januaric. 
I  trowe  it  were  to  longe  yow  to  tarie. 
If  I  yow  tolde  of  every  scrit  and  bond 
By  which  that  she  was  feffed  in  his  lond, 
Or  for  to  herknen  of  hir  riche  array. 
But  finally  y-comen  is  the  day  1700 

That  to  the  chirchc  bothe  be  they  went. 
For  to  recey\'c  the  hooly  sacrement. 

P  209 


Forth  comth  the  preest,  with  stole  al)oute 

his  nekke. 
And  had  hire  be  lyk  Sarra  and  Rel)ekkc 
In  wysdom  and  in  trouthe  of  mariage, 
And  scyde  his  orisons  as  is  usage, 
And  croucheth  hem  and  bad  Gml  sholde 

hem  blesse. 
And  made  al  siker  jTiogh  with  hoolynesse. 
Thus  been  they  wetldcd  with  solemp- 

nitce. 
And  at  the  feestc  sittcth  he  and  she,   1710 
With  othere  worthy  folk,  up  on  the  deys. 
Al  ful  of  joye  and  blisse  is  the  jwleys. 
And  ful  of  instrumentz,  and  of  vitaille 
The  moste  deynteuous  of  all  Ytaille. 
Biforn  hem  stoode  swich  instrumentz  of 


soun 
That  Orpheus,  ne  of  Thelxs  Amphioun, 
Ne  madcn  never  swich  a  melodye. 

At     ever)'    cours    thanne    cam    loud 

mynstralc>'e 
That  never  tromjK'd  Joah  for  to  heere. 
Nor  he  Theodomas  yet  half  so  cleere  1720 
At  Thebes,  whan  the  citee  was  in  doute. 
Bacus  the  wyn  hem  skynketh  al  alwutc. 
And  Venus  laugheth  upon  ever)'  wight, 
For  Januarie  was  Income  hir  knyght. 
And  wolde  bothe  assayen  his  corage 
In  liVx^rtee,  and  cek  in  mariage  ; 
And  with  hirefyrbrond  in  hire  hand  aboute 
Daunceth    biforn    the  br)'de  and  al  the 

route  ; 
And  certeinly  I  dar  right  wel  seyn  this 
N'meneus,  that  god  ofweddyngis,       1730 
Saugh  never  his  lyf  so  myrie  a  wedded 

man. 
1  loold  thou  thy  i)ees,thou  pocle  Marcian, — 
That  writest  us  that  ilke  weddyng  murie 
Of  hire  Philologie  and  hym  Mercuric, 
And  of  the  songes  that  the  Muses  songe, — 
To  smal  is  bothe  thy  iK*nne  and  cek  thy 

tongo. 
For  to  descryven  of  this  mariage, 

1722.  Cp.  Hous  0/  Fame^  1.  1245,  on  which 
Profc>sor  Skeat  points  out  that  Chaucer  takes  his 
mention  of  Theodamas  from  Statius,  Thcbaid^ 
viii.  343. 

173a.  .^Farcian^  Martianus  Capella,  a  writer  of 
the  5th  century,  whose  De  JVu/fiis  Pkilol'^^iae  ti 
Mfrcurii  was  a  treatise  on  the  liber.il  arts  in  nine 
books. 
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Whan  tend  re  youlhe  hath  wedded  stoup- 

yng  age ; 
Ther  is  swich  myrthe  that  it  may  nat  be 

writcn.  1739 

Assaycth  it  youre  self,  thanne  mayye  witen 
If  that  I  lye  or  noon  in  this  matiere. 

Mayus,  that  sit  withsobenyngne  achiere, 
Hire  to  biholde  it  semed  fairye. 
Queenc  Kster  looked  never  with  swich 

an  eye 
On  Assucr,  so  mckc  a  look  hath  she. 
I  may  yow  nat  devyse  al  hir  beaut ee, 
But  thus  muche  of  hire  beautce  telle  I  may, 
That  she  waslyk  the  brighte  morwe  of  May 
Fulfild  of  alle  beautee  and  plesaimce.  1749 
This  Januarie  is  ravysshed  in  a  traunce 
At  every  tyme  he  looked  on  hir  face  ; 
But  in  his  herte  he  gan  hire  to  manace, 
That  he  that  nyght  in  armes  wolde  hire 

slreyne 
I  larder  than  ever  Parys  dtde  Eleyne  ; 
But  nathelces  yet  hadde  he  greet  pitee 
That  thilke  nyght  offcnden  hire  moste  he ; 
And  thoughte,  *  Alias  !  O  tendre  creature  ! 
Now  wolde  God  ye  myghte  wel  endure 
Al  my  corage,  it  is  so  sharpe  and  keene  ! 
I  am  agast  ye  shul  it  nat  sustcene ;     1760 
But  God  forbede  that  I  dide  al  my  myght, 
Now  wolde  God  that  it  were  woxen  nyght, 
And  that  the  nyght  wolde  lasten  cvermo. 
I  wolde  thai  al  this  peple  were  ago  ! ' 
And  finally  he  dooth  al  his  labour, 
As  he  best  myghte,  savynge  his  hon6ur, 
To  haste  hem  fro  the  mete  in  subtil  wyse. 
The  tyme  cam  that  resoun  was  to  rj'se. 
And  after  that  men  daunce  and  dr}'nken 

faste,  1769 

And  s])ices  al  aboute  the  hous  they  caste, 
And  ful  of  joyc  and  blisse  is  every  man, — 
All  but  a  squyer  highte  Damyan, 
Which  carf  bifom  the  knyght  ful  many  a 

day. 
He  was  so  ravysshed  on  his  lady  May 
That  for  the  vcrray  jxjyTic  he  was  ny  wood. 
Almoost  he  swelte  and  swo>Mied  ther  he 

StO<Kl, 

So  soorc  hath  Venus  hurt  hym  with  hire 

brond 
As  that  she  bar  it  daunsyngc  in  hire  bond  ; 
And  to  his  bed  he  wente  hym  hastily. 


Namoore  of  hym  as  at  this  tyme  speke  1, 

But  there  I  lete  hym  wepe  ynogh  ami 

pleyne  1781 

Til  fresshe  May  wol  rewen  on  his  peyne. 

O  i^erilous  fyr  that  in  the  bedstraw 

bredeth  I 

O  famulier  foo,  that  his  servyce  bedeth  ! 

O  servant  traytour,  false,  hoomly  hewe, 

Lyk  to  the  naddre  in  bosom,  sly,  untrewe, 

(lod  shildeus  alle  from  youre  dqueyiftance ! 

0  Januarie,  dronken  in  plesanoe 

In  manage,  se  how  thy  Damyan,       1789 
Thyn  owene  squier  and  thy  home  man, 
Entendeth  for  to  do  thee  ^eynye ! 
God  graunte  thee  thyn  hoomly  fo  tesp^e, 
For  in  this  world  nys  worse  pestilence 
Than  hoomly  foo  al  day  in  thy  presence ! 

Parfoumcd   hath   the   sonne   his  ark 
diume. 
No  lenger  may  the  body  of  hym  sojime 
On  thorisonte,  as  in  that  latitude. 
Night  with  his  mantel,  thatis  derk  and  rude, 
(]an  oversprede  the  hemysperie  aboate. 
For  which  departed  is  this  lusty  route  i8ao 
Fro  Januarie,  with  thank  on  every  syde. 

1  loom  to  hir  houses  lustily  they  lyde, 
Where-as  they  doon  hir  thynges  as  hem 

leste. 
And,  whan  they s>*e  hir  tyme,  goon  to  reste. 

Soone  afler  that,  this  hastif  Januarie 
Wolde  go  to  bedde,  he  wolde  no  lenger 

tar)'e. 
I  le  drynketh  ypocras,  clarree  and  vemige, 
Of  spices  hoote,  tencreessen  his  oor^ige  ; 
And  many  a  letuarie  hath  he  fill  fyn 
Swiche    as    the    cursed     monk,    Daun 

Constantyn,  1810 

I  lath  writen  in  his  book,  De  Coitu  : 
To  eten  hem  alle  he  nas  no  thyng  eschu  ; 
And  to  his  privee  freendes  thus  seyde  he  : 
*  For  Goddes  love,  as  soone  as  it  may  be, 
Lat  voyden  al  this  hous  in  curteys  wyse ' ; 
And  they  ban  doon  right  as  he  wol  devyse. 
Men  drynken  and  the  travels  drawe  anon  ; 
The  brydc  was  broght  a-bedde  as  stillc 

as  stoon, 
And  whan  the  bed  was  with  the  preest 

y-blessed, 

i8xa  Daum  C&nxiamiym^  a  monk   of  Monta 
I  Casftino.    Cp.  Gen.  PrtMgue,  433. 
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)ut  of  the  chambre  hath  every  wight  hym 

dressed ;  1820 

ind  Januarie  hath  faste  in  annes  take 
lis  fresshe  May,  his  paradys,  his  make. 
le  luUeth  hire,  he  kisseth  hire  fill  ofte, 
V^ith  thikke  brustles  of  his  herd  unsofte, 
«yk  to  the  skyn  of  houndfyssh,  sharpe  as 

brere; 
'or  he  was  shave  al  newe  in  his  manere. 
le  nibbeth  hire  aboute  hir  tendre  &ce 
Lnd  seyde  thus,  *  Alias  !  I  moot  trespace 
o  yow,  my  spouse,  and  yow  grcetly 

offende,  1829 

\t  tyme  come  that  I  wil  doun  descende  ; 
(ut  nathelees,  considereth  this,'  quod  he, 
Ther  nys  no  werkman,  whatsoever  he  be, 
liat  may  bothe  werke  wel  and  hastily. 
Ills  wol  be  doon  at  leyser  parfitly, 
t  is  no  fors  how  longe  that  we  pleye  ; 
n  trewe  wedlok  coupled  be  we  tweye, 
Vnd  blessed  be  the  yok  that  we  been  innc  ! 
•"or  in  oure  actes  we  mowe  do  no  synne. 
V  man  may  do  no  synne  with  his  wyf, 
^e  hurte  hymselven  with  his  owene  knyf ; 
Tor  we  han  leve  to  pleye  us,  by  the  lawe.' 
rbus  labourethhetil  that  the  day  gan  dawe, 
\ndthannehe  takethasope  in  fyne  clarree, 
\nd  upright  in  his  bed  thanne  sitteth  he  ; 
\nd  after  that  he  sang  fill  loude  and  cleere, 
\nd  kiste  bis  wyf,  and  made  wantowne 

cheere. 
He  was  al  coltissh,  fill  of  ragerye, 
\ik1  fill  of  jargon  as  a  flekkid  pye. 
rhe  slakke  skyn  aboute  his  nekke  shaketh 
(Vhil  that  he  sang,  so  chaunteth  he  and 

craketh ;  1850 

But  God  woot  what  that  May  thoughte 

in  hire  herte 
kVhan  she  h]rm  saugh  up-sittynge  in  his 

sherte, 
[n  his  nyght-cappe,  and  with  his  nekke 

lene ! 
>he  preyseth  nat  his  pleyyng  worth  a  bene. 
Thanne  seide  he  thus,  '  My  reste  wol 

I  take; 
^ow  day  is  come,  I  may  no  lenger  wake ' ; 
\nd  doun  he  leyde  his  heed  and  sleepe  til 

pryme. 
\nd  afterward,  whan  that  he  saugh  his 

tyme, 


Up  ryseth  Januarie,  but  fresshe  May    1859 
Heeld  hire  chambre  unto  the  fourthe  day, 
As  usage  is  of  wyves,  for  the  beste  ; 
For  every  labour  som  tyme  moot  han  reste, 
Or  elles  longe  may  he  nat  endure  ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  no  lyves  creature, 
Be  it  of  fyssh,  or  bryd,  or  beest,  or  man. 

Now  wol  I  speke  of  wofiil  Damyan, 
That  langwissheth  for  love,  asyeshulheere ; 
Therfore  I  speke  to  hym  in  this  manere. 

I  seye,  O  sely  Damyan,  alias  !  1869 
Andswcre  to  my  demaunde  as  in  this  cas. 
IIow  shallow  to  thy  lady,  fresshe  May, 
Telle  thy  wo  ?  She  wole  alwey  seye  nay. 
Eek  if  thou  speke,  she  wol  thy  wo  biwreye. 
God  be  thyn  helpe,  I  kan  no  bettre  seye. 

This  sike  Damyan  in  Venus  fyr 
So  brenneth,  that  he  dyeth  for  desyr  ; 
For  which  he  putte  his  lyf  in  aventure. 
No  lenger  myghtc  he  in  this  wise  endure, 
But  prively  a  penner  gan  he  borwe,    1879 
And  in  a  lettre  wroot  he  al  his  sorwe, — 
In  manere  of  a  complcynte  or  a  lay, — 
Unto  his  faire,  fresshe  lady  May  ; 
And  in  a  purs  of  sylk,  heng  on  his  sherte. 
He  hath  it  put  and  leyde  it  at  his  herte. 

The  moone,  that  at  noon  was  thilke  day 
That  Januarie  hath  wedded  fresshe  May 
In  two  of  Tawr,  was  into  Cancre  glyden, 
So  longe  hath  Mayus  in  hir  chambre  byden, 
As  custume  is  unto  thise  nobles  alle. 
A  bryde  shal  nat  eten  in  the  hallc       1890 
Til  dayes  foure,  or  thre  dayes  atte  leesle, 
Y-passed  been;  thanne  lat  hire  go  to  fecste. 
The  fourthe  daycomplcet  fro  noon  to  noon. 
Whan  that  the  heighc  masse  was  y-doon, 
In  halle  sit  this  Januarie  and  May, 
As  fressh  as  is  the  brighte  someres  day  ; 
And  so  bifel,  how  that  this  goode  man 
Remembred  hym  upon  this  Damyan, 
And  seyde,    *  Seynte  Marie  !    how   may 

this  be 
That  Damyan  entendeth  nat  to  me  ?  1900 
Is  he  ay  syk  ?  or  how  may  this  bilyde  ? ' 
His  squieres,  whiche  that  stooden  ther 
bisyde, 

1887.  In  two  of  Tawr.  The  moon  could  pass 
through  Tauros  and  CJemtni  into  Cancer  in  four 
days. 
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Excused  hym  by  cause  of  his  siknesse, 
Which  letted  hym  to  doon  his  bisynesse, — 
Noon  oother  cause  myghte  make  hym 

tarye. 
*  That    me    forthynketh,'    quod    this 

Januarie, 

*  He  is  a  gcntil  squier,  by  my  trouthe  ! 
If  that  he  deyde,  it  were  harm  and  routhe ; 
He  is  as  wys,  discreet,  and  eek  secrec, 
As  any  man  I  woot,  of  his  degree  ;     19x0 
And  therto  manly  and  eek  ser\7sable, 
And  for  to  been  a  thrifty  man  right  able  ; 
But  after  mete,  as  soone  as  ever  I  may, 

I  wol  myself  visite  hym,  and  eek  May, 
To  doon  hym  al  the  confort  that  I  kan  * ; 
And  for  that  word  hym  blessed  every  man, 
That  of  his  bountee  and  his  gentillesse 
lie  wolde  so  conforten  in  siknesse 
His  squier,  for  it  was  a  gentil  dede. 

*  Dame,' quod  this  Januarie,  *taak  good 

hedc  1920 

At  after  mete  ye  with  youre  wommen  alle, 
Whan  ye  han  been   in   chambre  out  of 

this  halle, 
That  alle  ye  go  se  this  Damyan. 
Dooth  hym  disport,  he  is  a  gentil  man, 
And  telleth  hym  that  I  wol  hym  visite. 
Have  I  no  thyng  but  rested  me  a  lite ; 
And  spede  yow  iaste,  for  I  wole  abyde 
Til  that  ye  slepe  faste  by  my  syde ' ; 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  unto  hym  calle 
A  squier,  that  was  marchal  of  his  halle. 
And  tolde  hym  certeyn  thynges,  what  he 

wolde.  1931 

This  fresshe  May  hath  streight  hir  wey 

y-holde, 
With  alle  hir  wommen,  unto  Damyan. 
Doun  by  his  beddes  syde  sit  she  than, 
Confortynge  hym  as  goodly  as  she  may. 
This  Damyan,  whan  that  his  tyme  he  say. 
In  sccree  wise,  his  purs  and  eek  his  bille, 
In  which  that  he  y-writen  hadde  his  wille. 
Hath  put  into  hire  hand,  withouten  moore. 
Save  that  he  siketh  wonder  depe  and  soore, 
And  softcly  to  hire  right  thus  seyde  he  : 

*  Mercy  !  and  that  ye  nat  discovere  me. 
For  I  am  deed,  if  that  this  thyng  be  kyd.* 
This  purs  hath  she  inwith  hir  bo^ro  hyd. 
And  wente  hire  wey — ye  gete  namoore 

of  me ; 


But  unto  Januarie  y-comen  is  she 
That  on  his  beddes  syde  sit  fill  softe. 
He  taketh  hire  and  kisseth  hire  ful  ofte, 
And  leyde  hym  doun  to  slepe,  and  that 

anon.  1949 

She  feyncd  hire  as  that  she  moste  gon 
Ther  as  ye  woot  that  every  wight  moot 

neede; 
And  whan  she  of  this  bille  hath  taken 

heede, 
She  rente  it  al  to  cloutes  atte  Iaste, 
And  in  the  pryvee  softely  it  caste. 

Who  studicth   now,  but  faire,  fresshe 

May? 
Adoun  by  olde  Januarie  she  lay. 
That  sleep  til  that  the  coughe  bath  hym 

awaked. 
Anon  he  preyde  hire  strepen  hire  al  naked, 
He  wolde  of  hire,  he  seyde,  han  som 

plesaunce ; 
And  seyde  hir  clothes  dide  hym  encom* 

braunce.  i960 

And  she  obeyeth,  be  hire  lief  or  looth ; 
But,  lest  that  precious  folk  be  with  me 

wrooth,         , 
How  that  he  wroghte  I  darnat  to  yow  telle, 
Or  wheither  hire  thoughte  it  paradys  or 

helle  ; 
But  heerc  I  lete  hem  werken  in  hir  wyse. 
Til  evensong  rong,  and  than  they  moste 

aryse. 
Were  it  by  destynee  or  ^venture, 
Were  it  by  influence  or  by  nature,      196S 
Or  constellacioun,  that  in  swich  estaat 
The  hevene  stood,  that  tyme  fortunaat 
Was,  for  to  putte  a  bille  of  Venus  werkes 
(For  alle  thyng  hath  tyme,  as  seyn  thise 

clerkes) 
To  any  womman  for  to  get  hire  love, 
I  kan  nat  seye ;  but  grete  God  above 
That  knowcth  that  noon  act  is  causelees, 
He  deme  of  al,  for  I  wole  holde  my  pees ; 
But  sooth  is  this,  how  that  this  fresshe  May 
Hath  take  swich  impressioon  that  day. 
For  pitee  of  this  sike  Damyan,  1979 

That  from  hire  herte  she  ne  diyv6  kan 
The  remembrance,  for  to  doon  hym  ese. 
*  Certeyn,*  thoghte  she,  <  whom  that  this 

thyng  displese 

1966.  Mm,  £•  ikmt. 
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■kke  noghl,  for  heerc  1  h/iu  assiiie 
■love  hym  ben  of  any  cr^Iute, 
wefabetuunoorchailJvOuuihisshcrtc.' 
■  piue  leiuieth  soone  in  genti)  hetle  [ 

remajrycschoweicelleat  franchise 
imen  U,  whanlhey  facmnarweavysc- 
Som  lyiani  is,  as  tbcr  be  nmnyoon,  1989 
That  hath  an  bcrtc  as  hiutl  us  nay  sloon, 
Which  woldc  han  Idl  hym  siotven  in  ihc 

<^>:1  lalWi  Ihan  han  graunled  byni  hire 

gracei 
.\:A  baa  rejuysen  in  hire  cmcel  pryde, 
'ui:i  rckke  nal  10  been  an  horoydde. 
This  gcniil  M»y,  fulfilled  of  pitM, 
i   ubt  of  hire  hand  a  lellie  made  she, 
I  .  nhicb  &he  grxunteth  hym  hire  vcrray 

:  liL-r  tokkdh  noghl,  oonly  but  day  nnil 

■'\}\ct  thai  she  inyElileunlu  his  lust  suffise, 
I  it  sV.d  W  light  3£  he  wole  devysc ;  koo 
1 1 ..-  <ough  hir  tynic,  upon  a  day, 
'  :  -  DfljnyHn  gooth  Alay, 

liifi  leltre  doun  she  thrcsle 
,  ,\vit,  rede  it  if  hym  leslc  I 

^,;.  hjin  by  the  hind  and  hatde 

hyiu  iwisle, 
'''  tecrcly  Ihat  no  wi^bt  of  it  wisle, 
.Vul  Inil  hym  Ijctn  al  hool  J  and   forth 

I  '  I. L.I  111',  uhan  that  he  for  hire  sunle. 

I      ■  !i  IJnmynn  the  nextc  morwc ; 

".iv  iiis  (ikncsseand  his  soiwe. 

lii  -  'I1  liym,  ho  preyneth  hym  and 

ooih  a]  ll«l  his  duly  lust  and  lyketh ; 
cdi  la  Januurie  he  gooth  as  lowe 
a  didc  a  doggc  fot  ihe  bowe, 

h  is  al,  whoso  that  do  it  kan, — 
Memy  <r!ghi  is&yn  to  spcke  hym  good, 
B  hlly  ia  hi«  lady  ^jacx  he  Mood. 
'   e  I  Dunyaa  aboulc  hi&  nede, 
ny  laic  forth  I  wul  proeedc.   mo 
w  dcikes  balden  tlut  felicilee 
I,  and  thcifore  cetteyn  he, 
*f  JIrr  t%K  f^nif,  ft  dof  fucd  iathootiof* 


pk  «o  plouit  I 


r  (KSTCp™ 


:n1  P 


This  noble  Januarie  with  al  his  myght. 
Id  honeste  wyie,  as  longeth  to  a  knygbt, 
Shoope  hym  to  lyve  ful  deliciously. 
His  housynge,  his  array,  as  hotiestly 
To  his  degree  was  makcd  as  a  kyngea. 
Amonges  othere  of  his  honeste  Ihynges 
He  made  a  gardyn  walled  al  with  sloon. 
So  fair  a  gardyn  wool  I  nowher  noon,   aojn 
For  oM  of  doutc,  I  vcrrnily  suppose 
That  he  ihnt  wroat  the  Romance  of  the  Rose 
Ne  koudc  of  it  the  beautec  wel  det^se  i 
Ne  I'tiapus  ne  niygbtc  nat  suffise. 
Though  he  be  god  of  gardyns,  for  to  lellc 
The  bcautec  of  the  gardyn,  and  the  welle. 
That  stood  under  a  laurer,  alwey  grene. 
Ful  ofte  tyme  be  Pluto,  and  his  queene 
Proserpina,  and  al  hire  ^rye, 
Disportea  hem  and  maken  melodye    •C14C 
Ahoute  that  welle,  and  daunccd  as  men 

loldc. 
This  noble  kn^hl,  lhi»  Januarie  the 

olde, 
Swich  deyntee  halbinii  lowalke  and  pleye 
That  hewol  no  wight  suffren  bete  tlie  keye, 
Save  he  hymself,  for  of  the  smale  wyk^l 
He  baar  alwey  of  silver  a  clyk^l, 
With  whidi,  whan  that  hym  lesle,  he  it 

unshetlc ; 
And  whan  hewoldepaychiswyf  hjrdeltc 
In  soroer  sesoun,  thider  wolde  he  go, 
And    May  his  wyf,  and   no   wight   bul 


they  li 


■i 


And  thyngcs  whiche  ihnl  w 

aliedde 
He  in  the  gardyn  ]stfburned  hem  and 

And  in  this  wyse  many  a  murye  d^  i 
l.yvtd  this  Jsnuorie  anil  frcishc  Mqrfl 
Bul  worldly  joye  may  nal  alwey  dnre^ 

Osodcynliapc!  OthouFortuceinslable: 
Lyk  to  the  scorpion  so  deceyvable 
That  flatercst  with  thyn  heed  whan  thoi 

wolt  slynge ; 
Thy  lay!  is  deeth,  ihurgh  Ihyn  envenym- 

yngc !  «& 

O  brotil  joye  1  O  sweetc  venym  qucynle 
O  BUmstte,  that  so  sublilly  kanst  ^e^\e 
Tliy  yiftes,  under  tewt  ol  s»i4etas««ai< 
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That  thou  dece3rvest  bothemooreand  lesse, 
Why  hastow  Januarie  thus  deceyved, 
That   haddest   hym   for   thy   ful   freend 

receyved  ? 
And  now  thou  hast  biraft  hym  bothe  his 

eyen, 
For  sorwe  of  which  desireth  he  to  dyen. 

Alias  !  this  noble  Januarie  free, 
Amydde  his  lust  and  his  prospcritee,    9070 
Is  woxen  blynd,  and  that  al  sodeynly  I 
He  wepeth  and  he  wayleth  pitously, 
And  therwithal  the  fyr  of  jalousie — 
Lest  that  his  wyf  sholdefallein  somfolye — 
So  brcnte  his  herte,  that  he  wolde  fayn 
That  som  man  bothe  hym  and  hire  had 

slayn ; 
For  neither  after  his  deeth  nor  in  his  lyf, 
Ne  woldc  he  that  she  were  love  ne  wyf, 
But  ever  lyve  as  wydwe  in  clothes  blake, 
Soul  as  the  turtle  that  lost  hath  hire  make. 

But  attc  laste,  after  a  monthe  or  tweye, 
His  sorwe  gan  aswage,  sooth  to  seye, 
For  whan  he  wiste  it  may  noon  oothcr  be 
He  paciently  took  his  adversitee, 
Save,  out  of  doute,  he  may  nat  forgoon 
That  he  nas  jalous  evermoore  in  oon. 
Which  jalousye  it  was  so  outrageous. 
That  ncitherinhallc,  nyn  noonootherhous, 
Ne  in  noon  oother  place  never-the-mo, 
He  nolde  suffre  hire  to  rj'de  or  go,     9090 
But  if  that  he  had  hond  on  hire  alway  ; 
For  which  ful  ofte  wepeth  fresshe  May, 
That  loveth  Damyan  so  benyngncly 
That  she  moot  outher  dyen  sodeynly. 
Or  elles  she  moot  han  hym  as  hir  leste  ; 
She  wayleth  whan  hir  herte  wolde  breste. 

Upon  that  oother  syde  Damyan 
Bicomen  is  the  sorwefulleste  man 
That  ever  was,  for  neither  nyght  ne  day 
Ne  myghte  he  spekea  word  tofresshe  May, 
As  to  his  purpos,  of  no  swich  mateere,  aioi 
But  if  that  Januarie  moste  it  heere, 
That  haddc  an  hand  upon  hire  evermo ; 
But  nathelces,  by  writyng  to  and  fro, 
And  pri  vee  signcs,  wiste  he  what  she  mente, 
And  she  knew  eek  the  iyn  of  his  entente. 

O  Januarie  !  what  myghte  it  thee  availle 
a  106.  fyn^  turn 


Thogh  thou  myghtest  se  as  fer  as  shippes 

saille? 
For  al-so  good  is  biynd  deceyved  be  9109 
As  to  be  deceyved  whan  a  man  may  se. 
Lo  Argus,  which  that  hadde  an  hondred 

e>'en, 
For  al  that  ever  he  koud6  poure  or  piyen, 
Yet  was  he  blent,  and,  God   woot,  so 

been  mo, 
That  wenen  wisly  that  it  be  nat  so  ; 

*  Passe-over  is  an  ese,* — I  sey  namoore. 

This  fresshe  May,  that  I  spak  of  so 
yoore, 
In  warm  wex  hath  emprented  the  dyket 
That  Januarie  bar  of  the  smale  wykA, 
By  which  into  his  gardyn  ofte  he  wente ; 
And  Damyan,  that  knew  al  hire  entente. 
The  cliket  countrefeted  pryvely.  «xai 

Ther  nys  namoore  to  seye ;  but  hastily 
Som  wonder  by  this  clyket  shal  bityde, 
Which  ye  shul  heeren,  if  ye  wole  abyde. 

O  noble  Ovyde !   ful   sooth  seystou, 

God  woot. 
What  sleighte  is  it,  thogh  it  be  long  and 

hoot. 
That  he  nyl  fyndc  it  out  in  som  manere. 
By  Piramus  and  Tesbee  may  men  leere, 
Thogh  they  were  kept  fill  longe  streite 

overal. 
They  been  accorded,  rownynge  thurgh 

a  wal,  ^  2190 

Ther  no  wight  koude  han  founde  oat 

swich  a  sleighte. 

But  now  to  purpos,— er  that  dayeseighte 
Were  passed  er  the  monthe  of  Juyn  bifiUe, 
That  Januarie  hath  caught  so  greet  a  wille, 
Thurgh  eggyng  of  his  wyf,  hym  for  to  |^eye 
In  his  gardyn,  and  no  yiv^A  but  they 

tweye. 
That  in  a  morwe  unto  this  May  seith  he, 

*  Rys  up,  my  wyf,  my  love,  my  lady  free ! 
The  turtle  voys  is  herd,  my  dowve  sweete, 
The  wynter  is  goon  with  alle  his  reyncs 

weete ; 

313^.  JuyiL.  MSS.  Juvty  bat  tee  I.  tan ;  Uw 
mistake  may  be  Chaucer  s. 
3138.  January  had  been  reading  tha  S&mg  */ 

SoiomoH. 
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G>m  forth  now  with  thyne  eyencolumbyn ! 
How  fairer  been  thy  brestes  than  is  wjoi ! 
The  gardyn  is  enclosed  al  aboute  ; 
G>m  forth,  my  white  spouse !  out  of  doute 
Thou  hast  me  wounded  in  myn  herte,  O 

wyf! 
No  spot  of  thee  ne  knew  I  al  my  lyf ; 
Come  forth,  and  lat  us  taken  som  disport ; 
I  chees  thee  for  my  wyf  and  my  confort ! ' 
Swiche  olde  lewed  wordes  used  he. 

On  Damyan  a  signe  made  she,  2150 
That  he  sholde  go  bifom  with  his  cliket. 
This  Damyan  thanne  hath  opened  the 

wyket, 
And  in  he  stirtc,  and  that  in  swich  manere 
That  no  wight  myght  it  se,  neither  y-heere ; 
And  stille  he  sit  under  a  bussh  anon. 

This  Januarie,  as  blynd  as  is  a  stoon. 
With  Mayus  in  his  hand  and  no  wight  mo, 
Into  his  fresshe  gardyn  is  ago. 
And  claptc  to  the  wyket  sodeynly. 

*  Now,  wyf,'  quod  he,  *  heere  nys  but 

thou  and  I,  9z6o 

That  art  the  creature  that  I  best  love ; 
For,  by  that  Lord  that  sit  in  hcvene  above, 
Levere  ich  hadde  to  dyen  on  a  knyf, 
Than  thee  ofTende,  trewe,  deere  w^. 
For  Goddes  sake,  thenk  how  I  thee  chees 
Noght  for  no  coveitise  doutelees, 
But  oonly  for  the  love  I  had  to  thee  ; 
And  though  that  I  be  oold  and  may  nat 

see, 
Beth  to  me  trewe,  and  I  shal  telle  yow 

why. 
Threthynges,  certes,  shal  ye  wynnetherby ; 
First,  love  of  Crist,  and  to  yourself  honour, 
And  al  myn  heritage,  toun  and  tour  ; 
I  yeve  it  yow;  maketh  chartres  as  yow  leste. 
This  shal  be  doon  tomorwe  er  sonne  reste, 
So  wisly  God  my  soule  bryngc  in  blisse  ! 
I  pnrey  yow  first  in  covenat  ye  me  kisse. 
And  though  that  I  be  jalous,  wyte  mc 

noght 
Ye  been  so  depe  enprented  in  my  thoght, 
That  whan  that  I  considere  youre  beautee, 
And  therwithal  the  unlikly  elde  of  me, 
I  may  nat,  certes,  thougih  I  sholde  dye, 
Forbere  to  been  out  of  youre  compaignye ; 


3144.  while,  H  meU. 
9147.  *'***'*  »*  curt. 


For  verray  love  this  is,  withouten  doutc. 
Now  kys  me,  wyf,  and  lat  us  rome  aboute. ' 
This  fresshe  May,  whan  she  thise  wordes 
herde, 
Benyngnely  to  Januarie  answerde  ; 
But  first  and  forward,  she  bij^an  lo  wcpc  ; 
*  I  have,*  quod  she,  *a  soule  for  to  kcixi 
As  wel  as  ye,  and  also  myn  honour  ; 
And  of  my  wyfhod  thilkc  tendre  flour  2190 
Which  that  I  have  assured  in  youre  bond, 
Whan  that  the  preest  to  yow  my  Ixxly 

bond; 
Wherfore  I  wole  answere  in  this  manere, 
By  the  leve  of  yow,  my  lord  so  deere  ; 
I  prey  to  God  that  never  dawe  the  day 
That  I  ne  sterve,  as  foule  as  womnian  may, 
If  ever  I  do  unto  my  kyn  that  shame, 
Or  elles  I  empcyre  so  my  name, 
That  I  be  fals ;  and  if  I  do  that  lakke, 
Do  strepe  me,  and  put  mc  in  a  sakke,    2200 
And  in  the  nexte  ryver  do  mc  drenche,— 
I  am  a  gentil  womman  and  no  wenche  ! 
Why  spcke  yc  thus  ?     But  men  been  ever 

untrewe. 
And  wommen  have  repreve  of  yow  ay 

newe. 
Ye  han  nooii  oother  contenancc,  I  leeve, 
But  speke  to  us  of  untrust  and  repreevc. ' 
And  with  that  word  she  saugh  wher  Damyan 
Sat  in  the  bussh,  and  coughen  she  bigan, 
And  with  hir  fynger  signes  made  she 
That  Damyan  sholde  clymbe  uptm  a  tree 
That  charged  was  with  fruyt,  and  up  he 
wente ;  2211 

For  verraily  he  knew  al  hire  entente, 
And  every  signe  that  she  koude  make 
Wel  bet  than  Januarie,  hir  owenc  make  ; 
For  in  a  let  t re  she  hadde  toold  hym  al 
Of  this  matere,  how  he  werchen  shal ; 
And  thus  I  lete  hym  sitte  upon  the  pyric, 
And  Januarie  and  May  romynge  myrie. 
Bright  was  the  day,  and  blew  the  firma- 
ment ;  2219 
Phebus  of  gold  doun  hath  his  stremes  sent 
To  gladen  every  flour  with  his  warmncsse. 
He  was  that  tyme  in  Geminis,  as  I  gesse, 
But  litel  fro  his  declynacioun 


2323.  The  sun  would  pass  from  Gemini  into 
Cancer  about  June  ix  or  12,  attaining  at  that  time 
its  greatest  northern  declination. 
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Of  Cancer,  Jovis  exaltacioun  ; 
And  so  bifel,  that  brighte  morwe  tyde, 
That  in  that  gardyn,  in  the  ferther  syde, 
Pluto,  that  is  the  kyng  of  fatrye, 
And  many  a  lady  in  his  compaignye, 
Folwynge  his  wyf,  the  queene  Proserpyne, 
Ech  after  oothet^  right  as  ony  lyne, —  2230 
\Vhil  that  she  gadered  floures  in  the  medc, 
In  Claud)'an  ye  may  the  stories  rede, 
How  in  his  grisely  carte  he  hire  fette. 
This  kyng  of  fairye  thanne  adoun  hym 

sette 
Upon  a  bench  of  turves,  fressh  and  grene, 
And  right  anon  thus  seyde  he  to  his  queene : 

*  My  wyf,'  quod  he,  *  ther  may  no  wight 

seye  nay, 
Thexperience  so  preveth  every  day 
The  tresons  whiche  that  wommen  doon 

to  man.  2239 

Ten  hondred  thousand  [tales]  tellen  I  kan 
Notable  of  youre  untrouthc  and  brotil- 

ncssc. 
O  Salomon  !  wys,  and  richest  of  richesse, 
Fulfild  of  sapience  and  of  worldly  glorie, 
Ful  worthy  been  thy  wordcs  to  memorie 
To  every  wight  that  wit  and  reson  kan  ! 
Thus  preiscth  he  yet  the  bountee  of  man  : 
*  Amonges  a  thousand  men  yet  foond  I  oon, 
But  of  wommen  alle  foond  I  noon.' 
*Thus  seith  the  kyng  that  knoweth  youre 

wikkednesse, 
And  Jhesusyf//«j  Syrak,  as  I  gesse,    2250 
Nc  spoketh  of  yow  b\it  seclde  reverence. 
A  wyldc  fyr  and  corrupt  pestilence, 
So  falle  u]X)n  youre  bodyes  yet  to-nyght ! 
Nc  se  yc  nat  this  honurablc  knyght  ? 
By-cause,  alias  !  that  he  is  blynd  and  old 
His  owenC*  man  shal  make  hym  cokewold. 
I>o,  hecre  he  sit,  the  Icchour,  in  the  tree  ! 
Now  wol  I  graunten  of  my  magestee 
Unto  this  olde,  blj-ndc,  worthy  knyght. 
That  he  shal  have  ageyn  his  eyen  syght, 
Whan  that  his  wyf  wold  doon  hym  vileynye. 
Thanne  shal  he  knowen  al  hire  harlotrye 
Bothc  in  repreve  of  hire  and  othere  mo.' 

*  Ye  shal  ? '   quod   Proserpyne ;    *  and 

wol  ye  so  ? 


2232.  In   Claudyan^   i.e.    in    ihc   Dc    Ra/tu 
Proser^inae. 
2247.  See  Ecclesiastes  vii.  39. 


Now  by  my  moodres  sires  soole  !  I  swere 
That  I  shal  yeven  hire  sufiisant  answere. 
And  alle  wommen  after,  for  hir  sake, 
That  though  they  be  in  any  gilt  y-take. 
With  &ce  boold  they  shullehemselif  excuse, 
And  here  hem  doun   that  wolden  hem 

accuse;  2270 

For  lakke  of  answere  noon  of  hem  shal 

dyen. 
i\l  hadde  man  seyn  a  thyng  with  bothe 

his  eyen, 
Yit  shul  we  wommen  visage  it  hardily, 
And  wepe,  and  swere,  and  chide  subtilly. 
So  that  ye  men  shul  been  as  lewed  as 

gees. 
What  rekketh  me  of  youre  auctoritees  ? 

*  I  woot  wel  that  this  Jew,  this  SalomoD, 
Foond  of  us  wommen  fooles  many  oon, 
But  though  that  he  ne  foond  no  good 

womman,  3279 

\qX.  hath  ther  founde  many  another  man 
Wommen  fill  trewe,  fill  goodeandvertuous ; 
Witnesse  on  hem  that  dwelle  in  Cristes 

hous ; 
With   martirdom  they  preved  hire  con 

stance. 
The  Romayn  Geestes  eck  make  remem- 
brance 
Of  many  a  verray  trewe  wyf  also  ; 
But,  sire,  nc  be  nat  wrooth, — al  be  it  so. 
Though  that  he  seyde  he  foond  no  good 

womman, 
I  prey  yow  take  the  sentence  of  the  man, 
He  mente  thus,  that  in  sovereyn  bontee 
Nis  noon  but  God  that  sit  in  Trinitee.  2290 
Ey,  for  verray  God,  that  nys  but  oon. 
What  make  ye  so  muche  of  Salomon  ? 
What  though  he  made  a  temple,  Goddcs 

hous? 
What  though  he  were  riche  and  glorious? 
So  made  he  eek  a  temple  of  fiadse  goddis. 
How  myghte  he  do  a  ihyng  that  moorc 

forbode  is  ? 
Pardee  !  as  faire  as  ye  his  name  emplasti^ 
He  was  a  lecchour  and  an  yddastre. 
And  in  his  elde  he  verray  God  fefsook  ; 
And  if  that  God  ne  hadde,  as  seith  tb^ 

book,  9^ 

226^.  moodrt*  sift*  sfmie,  Le,   Saturn's,  ht*- 
sires  is  probably  a  blunder  lor  C/yvc 
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Y-spared  for  his  &dres  sake,  he  sholde 
Have  lost  his  regne  rather  than  he  wolde. 
I  sette  right  noght,  of  al  the  vileynye 
That  ye  of  wommen  write,  a  boterflye  I 
I  am  a  womman,  nedes  moot  I  speke, 
Or  elles  swelle  til  myn  herte  breke  ; 
For  sithen  he  seyde  that  we  been  jangler- 

esses, 
As  ever  hool  I  mootc  brouke  my  tresses ! 
I  shal  nat  spare  for  no  curteisye 
To  speke  hym  harm  that  wolde  us  vil- 
eynye ! '  23x0 
*  Dame,'  quod  this  Pluto,  *be  no  lenger 

WTOOth, 

I  yeve  it  up !  but  sith  I  swoor  myn  00th 
That   I  wolde  graunten  hym  his  sightc 

ageyn, 
My  word  shal  stondc,  I  wamc  yowcerteyn. 
I  am  a  kyng,  it  sit  mc  noght  to  lye  !  * 

•And  I,*  quod  she,  *  a  queene  of  faiery ! 
Ilir  answere  shal  she  have,  I  undertake. 
Lat  us  namoore  wordes  heer-of  make, 
For  sothe  I  wol  no  lenger  yow  contrarie.' 
Now  lat  us  tume  agayn  to  Januarie,  2320 
That  in  the  gardyn  with  his  ftiire  May 
Syngeth  fill  murier  than  the  papcjay  : 
*  Yow  love  I  best,  and  shal,  and  oother 

noon.* 
So  longe  aboute  the  aleycs  is  he  goon, 
Til  he  was  come  agayns  thilke  pyrle 
Where  as  this  Damyan  sitteth  ful  myr'ie, 
Anheigh  among  the  fresshe  leves  grene. 
This  fresshe  May,  that  is  so  bright  and 
sheene, 
Gan  for  to  syke  and  seyde,  *  Alias,  my 
syde! 
,    ^^ow,  sire,'  quod  she,  *  for  aught  that  may 
L  bityde,  2330 

I  moste  han  of  the  peres  that  I  see. 
Or  I  moot  dye,  so  sbore  longeth  me 
To  eten  of  the  smale  peres  grene. 
Help,  for  hir  love  that  is  of  hevene  queene ! 
^  telle  yow  wel,  a  womman  in  my  plit 
May  ban  to  fruyt  so  greet  an  appetit 
That  she  may  dyen,  but  she  of  it  have.' 
*  Alias ! '  quod  he,  '  that  I  ne  had  hecr 
a  knave 
Thatkoudecl3rmbe  1  Alias,  alias !  'quod  he, 
'That  I  am  blynd  !'  *  Ye,  sire,  no  fors,' 
quod  sbe ;  2340 


*But  wolde  ye  vouche-sauf,  for  Goddes 

sake, 
The  pyrieinwith  yourearmesfor  to  take, — 
For  wel  I  woot  that  ye  mystruste  me, — 
Thanne   sholde   I   clymb^   wel   ynogh,' 

quod  she, 
*So  I  my  foot  myghte  sette  upon  youre 

bak.' 
*Certes,'  quod  he,  *theron  shal  be  no 

lak, 
Mighte  I  yow  helpen  with  myn  herte 

blood!' 
Hestoupethdoun,andonhisbak  she  stood. 
And  caughte  hire  by  a  twiste,  and  up  she 

gooth,— 
Ladyes,  I  prey  yow  that  ye  be  nat  wrooth, 
I  kan  nat  glose,  I  am  a  rude  man, —  2351 
And  sodeynly  anon  this  Damyan 
Gan  pullcn  up  the  smok,  and  in  he  throng. 
And  whan  that  Pluto  saugh  this  grete 

wrong, 
To  Januarie  he  yaf  agayn  his  sighte, 
Andmadehym  seas  wel  as  ever  he  myghte ; 
And  whan  that  he  hadde  caught  his  sighte 

agayn, 
Ne  was  ther  never  man  of  thyng  so  fayn  ; 
But  on  his  wyf  his  thoght  was  evermo. 
Up  to  the  tree  he  caste  his  eyen  two,   2360 
And  saugh  that  Damyan  his  wyfhad  dressed 
In  swichmanere  it  may  nat  been  expressed, 
But  if  I  wolde  speke  uncurteisly  ; 
And  up  he  yaf  a  roryng  and  a  cry, 
As  dooth  the  mooder  whan  the  child  shal 

dye. 

*  Out !  hclpe  !  alias !  harrow  ! '  he  gan  to 

crye; 

*  O  stronge  lady,  stoore,  what  dostow  ? ' 

And  she  answerde,  *  Sire,  what  eyleth 

yow? 
Have  pacienceand  resoun  in  youre  mynde. 
I  have  yow  holpc  on  bothe  youre  eyen 

blynde, —  2370 

Up  i>eril  of  my  soule,  I  shal  nat  lyen, — 
As  me  was  taught  to  heelc  with  youre 

eyen, 
Was  no  thyng  bet  to  make  yow  to  see 
Than  slnigle  with  a  man  upon  a  tree. 
God  woot,  I  dide  it  in  fill  good  entente.' 
*Strugle,'  quod  he,  *ye,  algate  in  it 

wcnte  ! 
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God  yeve  yow  bothe  on  shames  deth  to 

dycn  ! 
lie  snyvc-d  thee ;  I  saugh  it  with  myne 

eyen  ; 
And  elles  be  I  hanged  by  the  hals  !  * 
*Thanne  is,'  quod  she,  *my  medicyne 

fals,  3380 

For  certeinly,  if  that  ye  myghte  se, 
Yc  wolde  nat  seyn  this  wordes  unto  me  ; 
Yc  hansom  glymsyTig,  and  noparfitsighte.' 

*  I  se,'  quod  he,  *as  wel  as  ever  I  myghte, 
Thonkcd  be  God !  with  bothe  myne  eyen 

two, 
And,   by  my  troulhe,   mc  thoughte  he 
dide  thee  so.' 

*  Ye  maze,  maze,  goode  sire,'  quod  she ; 
*  This  thank  have  I  for  I  have  maad  yow 

see. 
Alias  ! '  quod  she,  *  that  ever  I  was  so 
kynde.' 

*  Now,  dame,'  quo<l  he,  *  lat  al  passe 

out  of  mynde.  3390 

Com  doun,  my  lief,  and  if  I  have  myssayd, 
God  helpe  me  so,  as  I  am  y\-ele  apayd. 
But,  by  my  fader  soule !  I  wende  han  seyn 
How  that  this  Damyan  liadde  by  thee 

Icyn, 
iVnd  that  thy  smok  hadde  leyn  upon  his 

brest.' 

*  Ve,  sire,'  quod  she,  *  ye  may  wene  as 

yow  lest, 
But,  sire,  a  man  that  waketh  out  of  his 

sleepc, 
lie  may  nat  sodeynly  wel  taken  keepe 
Uix)n  a  thyng,  ne  seen  it  parfitly. 
Til  that  he  be  adawed  verraily.  2400 

Right  so  a  man  that  longe  hath  bljmd  y-be, 
No  may  nat  sodeynly  so  wel  y-se. 
First  whan  his  sighte  is  newe  come  ageyn, 
As  he  that  hath  a  day  or  two  y-seyn. 
Til  that  you  re  sighte  y-satled  be  a  while, 
Ther  may  ful  many  a  sighte  yow  bigile. 
Beth  war,  I  prey  yow,  for,  by  hevenc  kyng, 

2405.  y-satUd^  1^^  ystahlid. 


Ful  many  a  man  weneth  to  seen  a  thyng, 
And  it  is  al  another  than  it  scmeth. 
Hethat  mysconceyveth,  hemysdemeih,' — 
And  with  that  word  she  leepe  doun  fro 

the  tree.  34" 

This  Januarie,  who  is  glad  but  he  ? 
I  le  kisseth  hire  and  clippeth  hire  ful  ofte, 
And  on  hire  wombe  he  stroketh  hire  ful 

softe ; 
And  to  his  palays  hoom  he  hath  hire  lid. 
Now,  goode  men,  I  pray  yow  to  be  gbfd. 
Thus  endeth  heere  my  tale  of  Januarie. 
God  blesse  us,  and  his  mooder  Seinte 

Marie  ! 


*  Ey,  Goddes  mercy,'  seyde  oure  Hoste 

tho, 
*  Now  swich  a  wyf,  I  pray  God  kepe  me 

fro !  t43o 

Ix>,  whiche  sleightes  and  subtilitees 
In  wommen  been  !  for  ay  as  bisy  as  bees 
Been  they,  us  sely  men  for  to  deceyve ; 
And  from  a  sooth  ever  wol  they  weyve. 
By  this  Marchauntes  tale  it  preveih  vrcel ; 
But  doutelees,  as  trewe  as  any  steel 
I  have  a  wyf,  though  that  she  poure  be : 
But  of  hir  tonge  a  labb3mg  shrewe  is  she ; 
And  yet  she  hath  an  heepe  of  vices  mo, 
Therof  no  fors,  lat  alle  swiche  thynges 

go; 
But  wytc  yc  what  ?    In  conseil  be  it  seyd, 
Me  reweth  soore  I  am  unto  hire  teyd ; 
For,  and  I  sholde  rekenen  every  vice 
Which  that  she  hath,  y-wis  I  were  to  nycf ; 
And  cause  why,  it  sjiolde  reported  be, 
;  And  toold  to  hireof  somme  of  this  meynee. 
Of  whom  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  declare 
(Syn  wommen  konnen  outen  swidi  cbaf* 

fare), 
And  eek  my  wit  sufiiseth  nat  tfaeito»  m» 
To  tellen  al,  wherfore  my  tale  is  da' 

3419.  E  heads  thut  TheFvpUgf/iktSf^f* 
TaUy  prtntinf^  with  it  the  first  eightlintsfllGi^ 
F.     Camb.,  Corpb  and  Lansd.  omit. 
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rdsofthe  Host  to  the  Squire 

ER,  come  neer,  if  it  youre  willebe, 
somwhat  of  love ;  for  certes  ye 
theron  as  muche  as  any  man.* 
sire,'  quod  he,  *  but  I  wol  seye 
5  I  kan 

tly  wyl, — for  I  wol  nat  rebelle. 
jure  lust.     A  tale  wol  I  telle. 
".  excused,  if  I  speke  amys, 
Is  good,  and  lo,  my  tale  is  this.' 


SQUIRE^S  TALE 
Hgynneth  The  Squieres  Tale 

rray,  in  the  land  of  Tartarye, 
•It^a  kyng  that  werreyed  Russye, 
vhich  ther  dyde  many  a  doughty 
urn.  XX 

le  kyng  was  cleped  Cambyuskan, 
1  his  tyme  was  of  so  greet  renoun 
r  was  nowher  in  no  regioun 
lent  a  lord  in  alle  thyng. 
ked  noght  that  longeth  to  a  kyng ; 
:  secte  of  which  that  he  was  bom, 
I  his  lay,  to  which  that  he  was 
worn ; 

to  he  was  hardy,  wys,  and  riche, 
id  just,  and  evermore  yliche ;  20 
his  word,  benigne  and  honurable, 

•r,  H  Sir  Squier;  Heng.,  Pet.  Sire 
M.     Camb.,  Corpw  and  Lanad.  omit 

■ 

>mwhat  ^IffOff  H  saj^  us  a  tale. 

Tale.  Keisfatky  in  his  Tales  and 
'«rAVm«(i834)80j(gested  that  the  local 
his  Tale  was  derived  from  Marco  Polo, 
f  ule  notes  that  Cambyuscan  is  only  a 

of  Chinghix  (or  'the  great')  Khan, 
has  quoted  nunages  from  Marco  Polo's 
1  of  Rublai  Khan  as  the  sources  of  some 
r's  lines,  bat  the  resemblances  are  not 
!.  On  magic  bones,  rings  aixl  mirrors 
xxm  has  written  a  whole  book  for  the 
ociety. 


Of  his  codige  as  any  centre  stable  ; 
Yong,  fressh,  and  strong,  in  armes  desirous 
As  any  bacheler  of  al  his  hous. 
A  fair  persone  he  was,  and  fortunat. 
And  kepte  alwey  so  wel  roial  estat 
That  ther  was  nowher  swich  another  man. 
This  noble  kyng,  this  Tartre  Cambyus- 
kan, 
Hadde  two  sones  on  Elpheta  his  wyf, 
Of  whiche  the  eldeste  highte  Algarsyf ;  30 
That  oother  sone  was  cleped  Cambalo. 
A  doghter  hadde  this  worthy  kyng  also 
That  yongest  was,  and  highte  Canacee, 
But  for  to  telle  yow  al  hir  beautee 
It  lyth  nat  in  my  tonge,  nyn  my  konnjoig ; 
I  dar  nat  undertake  so  heigh  a  thyng ; 
Myn  Englissh  eek  is  insufficient ; 
It  moste  been  a  rethor  excellent. 
That  koude  his  colours  longynge  for  that 

art. 
If  he  sholde  hire  discryven  every  part ;  40 
I  am  noon  swich,  I  moot  speke  as  I  kan, 
And  sobifel  that  whan  this  Cambyuskan 
Hath  twenty  wynter  bom  his  diademe, 
As  he  was  wont  fro  yeer  to  yeer,  I  deme, 
He  leet  the  feeste  of  his  nativitee 
Doon  cryen  thurghout  Sarray  his  citee. 
The  last  Idus  of  March  after  the  yeer. 
Phebus,  the  sonne,  ful  joly  was  and 
cleer. 
For  he  was  neigh  his  exaltacioun 
In  Martes  face,  and  in  his  mansioun      50 
In  Aries,  the  colerik  hoote  signe. 
Ful  lusty  was  the  weder  and  benigne. 
For  which  the  foweles  agayn  the  sonne 

sheene. 
What  for  the  sesoun  and  the  yonge  grene, 
Ful  loude  songen  hire  affecciouns,         ^ 

31.  Cambalo.  Keightley  suggests  that  the  name 
was  taken  from  Kublai  Khan's  capital,  Cambaluc. 

47.  The  last  liius,  March  15.  On  this  day 
the  sun  would  be  in  the  4th  degree  of  Aries, 
approaching  his  highest  exaltation  in  the  19th 
degree.  'The  first  ten  degrees  of  Aries  were 
caued  the  face  of  Mars. 
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Ilem  scmed  han  geten  hem  protecciouns 
Agayn  the  swerd  of  wynter,  keene  and 

coold. 
This  Camb>'uskan — of  which  I  have 

yow  toold — 
In  roial  vestiment  sit  on  his  deys, 
With  diadcmc,  ful  heighc  in  his  palcys,  60 
And  halt  his  feestc  so  solempne  and  so 

ryche, 
That  in  this  world  ne  was  ther  noon  it  lyche ; 
Of  which,  if  I  slial  tellcn  al  tharray, 
Thanne  wolde  it  occupic  a  somcres  day ; 
And  cek  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  devysc 
At  every  cours  the  ordre  of  hire  servyse. 
I  wol  nat  tellcn  of  hir  strange  scwes, 
Ne  of  hir  swannes,  ne  of  hire  heronscwes. 
Eck  in  that  lond,  as  tellcn  knyghtes  olde, 
Ther  is  som  mete  that  is  ful  deynte  holdc  70 
That  in  this  lond  menrcccheof  it  but  smal ; 
Ther  nys  no  man  that  may  rejwrten  al. 

I  wol  nat  taryen  yow,  for  it  is  pryme, 
And  for  it  is  no  fruyt,  but  los  of  lyme  ; 
Unto  my  firstc  I  wole  have  my  recours. 

And  so  bifel  that  after  the  thridde  cours, 
\Vhil  that  this  k)'ng  sit  thus  in  his  nobleye, 
ITerknyngehismynstralcshir  thynges  pleye 
Biforn  hym  at  the  Ixjrd  deliciously, 
In  at  the  hallo  dorc,  al  sodcynly,  80 

Ther  cam  a  knyght  u^xm  a  stcede  of  bras, 
And  in  his  hand  a  brood  mirour  of  glas ; 
Ujwn  his  thombe  he  haddc  of  gold  a  ring, 
And  by  his  syde  a  nakeil  swerd  hangyng ; 
And  up  he  ridoth  to  the  heighc  bord. 
In  al  the  hallo  no  was  ther  spoken  a  word, 
Y\M  merveille  of  this  knyght ;   hym   to 

biholde 
Ful  bisily  ther  waytcn  yonge  and  olde. 
This   strange    knyght    that  cam    thus 

sodcynly, 
Al  armed,  save  his  heed,  ful  richoly,     90 
Salewcth  kyngand  queene,  and  lordos  alio, 
Hy  ordro,  as  ihoy  sotcn  in  the  hallo. 
With  so  heigh  reverence  and  olK'isaunce, 
As  wel  in  six?cho  jis  in  c<mtenaunce. 
That  Gawayn,  with  his  olde  curteisye, 
Though  he  wore  comenageyn  out  of  fair^'e, 
Ne  koudo  hym  nat  amende  with  a  word ; 
Ami  after  this,  bifom  the  heighe  bord, 
I  le  with  a  manly  voys  seith  his  message 
After  the  forme  used  in  his  langagc,     100 


Withoutcn  vice  of  silable,  or  of  lettre ; 
And  for  his  tale  sholde  seme  the  bcttre, 
Accordant  to  his  wordes  was  his  cheere, 
As  techeth  art  of  speche  hem  that  it  leere. 
Al  be  it  that  I  kan  nat  sowne  his  stile, 
Ne  kan  nat  clymben  over  so  heigh  a  style, 
\'et  scye  I  this,  as  to  commune  entente, 
Thus  muche  amounteth  al  that  ever  be 

mente, 
If  it  so  be  that  I  have  it  in  mynde. 
]  le  seyde,  *  The  kyng  of  Aiabe  and  of 

Inde,  110 

My  lige  lord,  on  this  solempne  day 
Saleweth  yow,  as  he  best  kan  and  may, 
Andsendeth  yow,  in  honour  of  yourefeeste, 
]^y  me,  that  am  al  redy  at  youre  heeste, 
This  steede  of  bras,  that  esily  and  weel 
Kan  in  the  space  of  o  day  natureel, — 
Tliis   is   to  seyn,  in    fourc  and   twenty 

hourcs, — 
Whor  so  yow  lyst,  in  drc^hte  or  cllcs 

shoures. 
Boron  youre  Ixxly  into  every  place       119 
To  which  youre  herte  wilneth  for  to  pace, 
Withoutcn  wem  of  yow,  thurgh  foul  or  fiur ; 
Or,  if  yow  lyst  to  fleen  as  hye  in  the  air 
As  dooth  an  eglc  whan  hym  list  to  sooit, 
This  same  stecdc  shal  bcreyowevermooie, 
Withoutcn  harm,  til  ye  be  ther  yow  leste. 
Though  that  yc  slepen  on  his  bak,  orreste; 
/Vnd  tume  ageyn  with  writhyng  of  a  p)!!* 
1  le  that  it  wroghte  koude  ful  many  a  gp* 
I  le  wayted  many  a  constelladoun 
Kr  he  had  doon  this  operacioim,         13^ 
And  knew  ful  many  a  seel,  and  manyabood. 
*  This  mirrour  cek,  that  I  have  in  myn 

bond, 
1  lath  swich  a  myght  that  men  may  in  it  see 
Whan  ther  shal  fallen  any  adversitee 
Unto  youre  regno,  or  to  yourcself  als(H 
And  ojxmly  who  Is  youre  freend  oi  foo ; 
And  over  al  this,  if  any  lady  bright 
I  lath  set  hire  hcrtc  on  any  maner  wi^lt 
If  he  be  fals  she  shal  his  tresoun  see, 
I  lis  newe  love,  and  al  his  subtiltee,     mo 
So  o{x:nly  that  ther  shal  no  thyng  hyde. 
Whcrforc,  ageyn  this  lusty  someres  tyde, 
This  mirour  and  this  lyng  that  ye  may 
He  hath  sent  to  my  lady  Canacec, 
Youre  cxcellcntc  doghter  that  is  hcere. 
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n>e  veitu  of  the  lyng,  if  ye  wol  becie, 
LMt,  Ihst  if  hire  1(ut  it  for  to  were 
;  -  41  hit  ihombe,  or  in  hii  pun  it  bere, 
.risnofowellhaf  lleelhunilerthehevene 
i:   the  nc  HeaX   wcl   understonde   his 

■f  kDDwe  his  maiyrg  openly  and  pleyn, 
< !  .intwere  hym  In  hU  langogc  ageyn  ; 
..f  cTcry  gras  thAt  growi^th  ujxtn  rtiole 
'  ^laJ  cck  knnvre  and  whom  it  wul  ili> 

boile. 
I  'T   his  WQanLl&  never  so  depc  and 

'  rhb  naked  iwerd  that  hingcth  by  my 

'  .'ihTeitnhalhihiilwhalniansoyesinylc, 
jrjjhoat  his  Bnnure  it  wol  kerve  and 

rr^  it  ns  Ihiltkc  a*  is  n  branched  ook  ; 
:  what  man  that  is  wminded  with  ihe 


:  this  is 


•y-.  ihe  pUtl^  swerd  ageyn 

I   III-  wounde  and  it  wol  close. 

n.'.y  itoolh,  withouten  glose, 

illr^th  Hill  whil  it  is  in  youre  hoold.' 

\nA  whoa  this  knyght  halh  thus  his 

tali-  loold, 

i''  niltthout  oThalle,  inddoun  helighte. 

'ii  itccde,  which  tiiat  shoon  as  sonne 

^  'nt  in  Ihe  court  as  stille  as  any  sloon. 
'  In^'^lit  is  ID  his  chambre  lad  anuon, 

mI  and  unto  mete  y-sel. 

.:■.%  been  fill  roially  y-fct,-— 
.  ihcsweidindihemirour, — 

r.  inio  th«  heighe  lour, 

;  iilTiccis  ordcyned  Ihcrfote ; 
nocce  this  ryng  was  bore 
3]r,  ther  ibe  sit  al  the  table ; 
■/,  whiBHtlen  any  bblc,         ifo 
oirt>t*l,lhat  may  oat  be  remewed, 
■I  ll  were  to  the  ground  y-glewed ; 
an  out  of  the  place  il  dryve 
n  of  myndas  ne  polyve ; 
livtiy?  1^  they  kan  nat  the  craft : 
a  Ihe  place  ihef  han  ii  Ufl, 
itf^  Mrikf,  IPimtr. 


Til  that  the  knyght  hnlh  tnuEhl  hem  the 

To  voyden  hym,  as  ye  shal  after  hecre. 
(Jtect  was  Ihe  prees  that  swanncth  lo 
and  fro  1B9 

Til  gaurcn  on  this  hors  that  stondeth  so  ; 
[■'or  it  so  heigh  was,  and  so  brood  and  long, 
So  wel  proporcioned  for  to  been  strong, 
l^ight  as  it  were  a  steede  of  Lumberdye  ; 
Ther-wilh  so  horsly,  and  so  quyk  of  eye. 
As  it  a  gentil  Poilleys  courser  were  ;   "^fl 
For  ccrles,  fro  his  tny]  unio  his  ere,    ,^H 
Nature  nc  art  nc  koudc  hym  tint  am^^^ 
In  no  d^ree,  as  al  ihe  pepte  wende.  ^| 
Kill  eveimoore  hir  mooEt«  wandci  was 
lluw  Ihat  it  koudt  go,  and  was  of  bras  1 
It  was  of  faitye,  as  al  the  peple  semed.  soi 
IJivetse  folk  diversely  ihcy  dcmed  ; 
Ki  manyhe^ldesasmanyewitlcstherbeen. 
They  murmuredcn  as  doolh  a  swarm  of 

And  maden  skiles  after  hir  liinlasies, 
I{ehersyngc  of  thise  olde  poetries ; 
And  seyde  that  it  was  lyk  the  P^asee, 
The  hors  that  hadde  wynges  for  lo  flee  ; 
Or  elles  it  was  the  Grekes  hors,  Synoun, 
That  broghic  Troic  lo  destruccioun,     91a 
As  men  may  in  thbe  olde  geesles  rede, 
'  Myn  hurtc,' quodoon,  'isevermoore 
in  drede  ; 
I  Irowe  5om  men  of  iinii«  been  Ihet-inne, 
Thai  shapen  hem  Ihiscitee  for  lo  wynnc; 
It  weie  i^ht  good  that  al  swich  Ihyng 

Another  rowned  lo  his  felawc  lowc. 
And  scydc,  '  He  lyeth  I  it  is  lather  lyk  - 
An  Bpporcnce,  y-moad  by  som  magylcjia 
As  jogclours  pleyen  at  thise  feestes  gi 
Of  sondrydoutrs  thus  they  jangle  and  tr 
As  lewcd  peple  demelh  comunly 
Of  Ihynges  ihat  been  maad  moore  subtilly 
Than  they  kim  in  hir  Icwednesse  comprc- 

Thcy  demen  gladly  to  Ihe  badder  ende. 
And  Bomme  of  hem  womlred  on  the 

Tliat  bom  was  up  inlo  the  hye  tour. 


.17.  «,  H*J*r(, 
■A  kft.  U»  m. 
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How  men  myghte  in  it  swichc  th>Tiges  se. 
Another  answerde  and  seydc  it  myghte 

\^'el  be 
Naturelly,  by  cum]X)siciouns 
Of  angles,  and  of  slyc  reflexiouns  5       230 
And  seyden  that  in  Rome  was  swich  con. 
They  spoken  of  Aloccn  and  Vitulon, 
And  Aristotle,  that  writen  in  hir  ly\-es 
Of  queynte  mirours,  and  of  prospectives, 
As  knowcn  they  that  han  hir  bookes  herd. 
And  oother  folk  han  wondrwl  on  the 

swerd 
That  wulde  j^ercen  thurghout  every  th)*ng ; 
And  fiUc  in  sjxiche  of  Thelophus  the  kyng, 
And  of  Achilles  with  his  queynte  spere, 
For  he  koiide  with  it  l)othe  hecle  and  dere, 
Right  in  swich  wise  as  men  may  with  the 

swcrd  241 

Of  which  right  now  ye  han  youre-sclven 

herd. 
They  spekcn  rif  sondry  hardy ng  of  metal, 
And  spoke  of  medicyncs  thorwithali 
And  how  and  whanne  it  sholdey-harded  be, 
Which  is  imknowe,  algates  unto  me. 
Tho  sjx'cko  they  of  Canacees  r)'ng, 
And  sey<icnallo  that  swich  a  wonder  thyng 
Of  craft  of  rynges  herde  they  never  noon ; 
Save  that  he  Moyscs  and  kyng  Salomon 
I  ladden  a  name  of  konnyng  in  swich  art ; 
Thus  seyn    the  ixrple   and  drawen  hem 

ajxirt. 
\\\\\.  natholecs  somme  seiden  that  it  was 
\Vondor  to  maken  of  fern-asshcn  glas, 
An<l  yet  nys  glxs  nat  lyk  asshen  of  fern, 
But  for  thev  han  i-knowen  it  so  fern 
Therfore   cesseth  hir  janglyng   and    hir 

wonder. 
As  s<^»re  wondren  somme  on  cause  of 

thondor, 
On  o])l)o,  on  floixi,  on  gossomer,  and  on 

my  St,  259 

And  on  alio  thyng  til  that  thecause  is  wj'st, 
Tims  jangle  they,  and  demen  and  de\7sc, 
Til  that  tlie  kyng  gan  fro  the  bord  ar}'se. 

?u.  in  Kotuf,  an  allusion  to  the  wuardries 
auribulcd  to  Virj;!!. 

2^2.  A/,'CiM  anJ  I'ifu/oH.  Alhazen  was  an 
Ar.ib  astronomer  of  the  ixthcentur>',  and  Vitellio 
a  I*oHsh  one  of  the  13th. 

3^S.  Ththphus^  Telephiu  of  Mybia,  wounded 
an.l  h^alcfl  hy  the  itpear  of  Achillea 


Phebus  hath  laft  the  angle  meridional. 
And  yet  ascendynge  was  the  beest  roial. 
The  gcntil  Leon,  with  his  Aldrian, 
Whan  that  this  Tartre  kyng  Cambyuskan 
Rocs  fro  his  bonl,  ther  as  he  sat  ful  b}'e. 
Toforn  hym  g(x>th  the  loude  mynstnJq'e 
Til  he  cam  to  his  chambre  of  parementz; 
Ther  as  they  sownen  diverse  instnimenu 
That  it  is  lyk  an  hevene  for  to  heere.  971 
Now  dauncen  lusty  Venus  children  deere. 
For  in  the  Fyssh  hir  lady  sat  fill  hye, 
And  looketh  on  hem  with  a  freendly  e}'e. 

This  noble  kyng  is  set  up  in  his  trone; 
This  strange  knyght  is  fet  to  hym  ful  soone, 
And  on  the  daunce  he  gooth  with  Canaoee. 
Ileere  is  the  revel  and  the  jolitee 
That  is  nat  able  a  dul  man  to  devyse ;  979 
Ilemostehan  knowen  love  and  his  servyse, 
And  beenafeestlych  man,  as  fresshas  May, 
That  sholde  yow  devysen  swich  array. 

WI10  koudc  telle  yow   the  forme  of 
daunccs 
So  unkouthc,  and  so  fresshe  contenaunces, 
Swich  subtil  lookyng  and  dissymulynges 
For  drede  of  jalouse  mcnnes  apcrceyv- 

ynges? 
No  man  but  Launcelct,  and  he  is  deed. 
Therfore  I  passe  of  al  this  lustiheed ; 
I  sey  namoorc,  but  in  this  jolynesse 
I  lete  hem  til  men  to  the  soper  dresMi 

The  sty  ward  byt  the  spices  for  to  hf^i 
And  cck  the  wyn,  in  al  this  melodye. 
The  usshers  and  the  squiers  been  y-go<>*^ 
The  spices  and  the  wyn  is  come  anooD. 
They  ete  and  drynke,  and  whan  this  ha()<^ 

an  ende, 
Unto  the  temple,  as  reson  was,  they  wOm)^ 

The  service  doon  they  soupen  al  by  <1>T ' 
Wliat  nedeth  yow  rehercen  hire  anay? 
Ech  man  woot  wel  that  a  kynges  feeste  «99 
Ilath  plentee  tothemoosteand  totheIeeitc» 

Anddc}'ntcesmothanbeeninmykno«ynfr 

At  after  soper  gooth  this  noble  kyog 
To  seen  this  hors  of  bras,  with  dl  the 

route 
Of  lordes  and  of  lad}'es  hym  aboute. 

363.  angU  fHeridiomai.  The  •oatbem  UC^ 
answered  to  the  time  from  10  a.m.  to  noon. 

2t%.  /liUrHMiOr  Aldir»n,theKUrmariunf  1^ 
Lion  s  fore*paws. 

373.  ikt  Fjruk.    Vemu  is  ' exaltad*  la  Piicifc 
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ondryng  was  ther  on  this  hors  of 
)ras 

I  the  grete  sege  of  Troie  was, — 
nen  wondredenon  an  hors  also, — 
her  swich  a  wondryng  as  was  tho. 
lly,  the  kyng  axeth  this  knyght 
u  of  this  courser,  and  the  myght, 
ydh  hym  to  telle  his  govemaunce. 
lors  anoon  bigan  to  trippe  and 
aunce 

at  this  knyght  leyde  hand  upon 
is  reyne, 

e,  *  Sire,  ther  is  namoore  to  seyne, 
ri  yow  list  to  ryden  anywhere 
2n  trille  a  pyn,  stant  in  his  ere, 
shal  telle  yow  bitwix  us  two. 
:  ncmpne  hym  to  what  place  also, 
at  contree,  that  yow  list  to  ryde ; 
n  ye  come  ther  as  yow  list  abyde, 
Tn  descende,  and  trille  another 
i^» —  321 

n  lith  theffect  of  al  the  gyn, — 
ol  doun  descende  and  doon  youre 
illc, 

lat  place  he  wol  stonde  stille. 
.1  the  world  the  contrarie  hadde 
swore, 

it  thennes  been  y-drawe  ne  y-bore ; 
V  liste  bidde  hym  thennes  goon, 
p)m,  and  he  wol  vanysshe  anoon 
e  sighte  of  every  maner  wight, 
agaywi  be  it  by  day  or  nyght,  330 
t  yow  list  to  clepen  hym  ageyn 
\  gyse  as  I  shal  to  yow  seyn, 
Dw  and  me,  and  that  fill  soone. 
n  yow  list,  ther  is  namoore  to 
one.* 
ed  whan  the  kyng  w^  of  that 

yght, 

conce)rved  in  his  wit  aright 
re  and  the  forme  of  al  this  thyng, 
id  blithe  this  nobledoughty  kyng 
to  his  revel  as  bifom. 
'del  is  unto  the  tour  y-bom  340 
imong  his  jueles  leeve  and  deere, 
in3rsshed,  Inoot  inwhatmanere, 
dghte, — ^ye  gete  namoore  of  me ; 

lete  in  lust  and  jolitee 
syuskan  his  lordes  festeiynge, 

the  day  bigan  to  sprynge.   ^  " 


[PART   II] 

The  norice  of  digestioun,  the  sleepe, 
Gan  on  hem  wynke,  and  bad  hem  taken 

keepe 
That  muchel  drynke  and  labour  wolde 

ban  reste ; 
And  with  a  galpyng  mouth  hem  alle  he 
icestc,  250 

And  seyde,  it  was  tyme  to  lye  adoun, 
For  blood  was  in  his  domynacioun. 
'Cherisseth  blood,  natures  freend, 'quod  he. 
They  thanken  hym  galpynge,  by  two,  by 

thre. 
And  every  wight  gan  drawehym  to  his  reste. 
As  sleepe  hem  bad ;  they  tooke  it  for  the 
beste. 
Hiredremesshul  natbeeny-toold  forme ; 
Ful  were  hire  heddes  of  fumositee, 
That  causeth  dreem,  of  which  ther  nys  no 

charge. 
They  slepen  til  that  it  was  pryme  large,  360 
The  mooste  part,  but  it  were  Canacee. 
She  was  ful  mesurable,  as  wommen  be ; 
For  of  hir  fader  hadde  she  take  leve 
To  goon  to  reste,  soone  after  it  was  eve. 
Hir  liste  nat  appalled  for  to  be, 
Ne  on  the  morwe  unfeestlich  for  to  se. 
And  slepte  hire  firste  sleepe  and  thanne 

awook ; 
For  swich  a  joye  she  in  hir  herte  took, 
Bothe  of  hir  queynte  ryng  and  hire  mirour, 
That  twenty  tyme  she  changed  hir  colour, 
And  in  hire  sleepe,  right  for  impressioun 
Of  hire  mirour,  she  hadde  a  visioun. 
Wherfore  er  that  the  sonne  gan  up  glyde 
She  cleped  on  hir  maistresse  hire  bisyde, 
And  seyde  that  hire  liste  for  to  ryse. 
Thise  olde  wommen  that  been  gladly 
wyse, 
As  is  hire  maistresse,  answerde  hire  anon, 
And  seyde,  'Madame,  whider  wil  ye  goon 
Thus  erly,  for  the  folk  been  alle  on  reste?' 
*  I  wol,'  quod  she,  'arise, — for  me  leste 
No  lenger   for   to   slepc,  —  and    walke 


aboutc.' 


381 


,  352.  hlood^  etc.   The  blood  was  supposed  to  be 
*  in  domination '  from  9  p.m.  to  3  a.m. 
360.  /'ryme  large,  full  orimc,  U.  g  a.m. 
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Hire   maistresse   clepeth   wommen   a 

greet  route, 
And  up  they  rj'sen,  wel  a  ten  or  twelve ; 
Up  riseth  fresshe  Canacce  hir-selve, 
Asroclyand  bright  asdoothlheyongesonne 
That  in  the  Ram  is  foure  degrees  up  ronne. 
Noon  hyer  was  he  whan  she  rcdy  was, 
And  forth  she  walketh  esily  a  pas. 
Arrayed  after  the  lusty  sesoun  soote     389 
Lightly,  for  to  pleye  and  walke  on  foote, 
Nat  but  with  fyve  or  sixe  ofhir  meynee, 
And  in  a  trench,  forth  in  the  jxirk,  gooth 

she. 
The  vaixmr,  which  that  fro  the  ertheglixxl, 
Made  the  sonne  to  seme  rody  and  brood. 
But  nathelees  it  was  so  fair  a  sighte 
That  itmadeallehirehertcs  for  to  lighte, — 
What  for  the  sesoun,  and  the  morwenynge. 
And  for  the  foweles  that  she  herde  synge  ; 
For  right  anon  she  wiste  what  they  mente 
Right  byhir  song,  and  knewal  hireentente. 

The  knotte  why  that  every  tale  is  toold, 
If  it  be  taricd  til  that  lust  be  c(X)ld 
Of  hem  that  ban  it  after  herkned  yoore, 
The  savour  jxiJ^seth  ever  lenger  the  moore, 
For  fulsomnesse  of  his  prolixitee  ; 
And  by  the  same  resoun  th)'nketh  me, 
I  sh<^l(lc  to  the  knotte  condescende 
And  maken  ofhir  walkyng  soone  an  ende. 

Amydde  a  tree  fordr)'e,  as  whit  as  chalk, 
As  Canacce  was  ple)'yng  in  hir  walk,  410 
Thcr  sat  a  faucon  over  hire  heed  ful  bye. 
That  with  a  pitous  voys  so  gan  to  cr)'e 
That  all  the  wcxle  resouned  of  hire  cry. 
V-Vx.*ten  hath  she  hir-self  so  pitously 
With  Ixjthc  hir  wynges  til  the  rede  blood 
Kan  en<lclong  the  tree  ther  as  she  stood, 
And  ever  in  oon   she  cr)'dc  alwey  and 

shrighte. 
And  withhir  beekhir-selven  soshe  prighte, 
That  ther  n>'stygre,  nenoonsocrucelbcest. 
That  dwelleth  outher  in  wodc  or  in  forest. 
That  noldehan  wept,  if  thathe  wejx'koude. 
For  sorwe  of  hire,  she  shrighte  alwey  so 

loude ; 
For  ther  nas  never  yet  no  man  on  lyve, — 

,  ^P'^.  fourt  (H*  ten),  cp.  I.  51  ami  note.  At  its 
riMiig  on  the  i6th  March  the  stin  would  be  parsing 
from  the  4th  degree  to  the  5th. 


If  that  I  koude  a  iaucon  wel  disciyve, — 
That  herde  of  swich  another  of  fiuracsse. 
As  wel  of  plumage  as  of  gentillesse 
Of  shape,  and  al  that  myghtey-rekened  be. 
A  faucon  peregryn  thainne  seined  she 
Of  fremde  land,  and  cvermoorc,  as  she 

stood. 
She  swowneth  now  and  now  for  lakke  of 

blood,  430 

Til  wel  neigh  is  she  fallen  fro  the  tree. 
This  faire  kynges  doghter,  Canacee, 
That  on  hir  fynger  boar  the  queynte  ryng, 
Thurgh  which  she  understood  wel  every 

Ihyng 
That  any  fowel  may  in  his  leden  seyn, 
And  koude  answere  hym  in  his  ledcne 

ageyn. 
Hath  understonde  what  this  iaucon  seyde. 
And  wel  neigh  for  the  roiithe  almoost  she 

de}'dc ; 
And  to  the  tree  she  gooth  fill  hastily, 
And  on  this  faukon  looketh  pitously,  440 
And  hecld  hir  lappe  abrood,  for  wel  she 

wiste 
The  faukon  moste  fallen  fro  the  twiste, 
Whan  that  it  swowncd  next,  for  lakke  of 

blood. 
A  longe  while  to  wayten  hire  she  stooAf 
Til  atte  laste  she  sixik  in  this  manere 
I'nto  the  hauk,  as  ye  shal  after  heeie : 

*  Wliat  is  the  cause,  if  it  be  for  to  telle, 
That  ye  be  in  this  furial  pyne  of  heUe?' 
(^uod  Canacee  unto  the  hauk  above.    449 
*  Is  this  for  sorwe  of  deeth,  or  los  of  lore? 
For,  as  I  trowe,  thise  been  causes  two 
That  causcn  moost  a  gentil  herte  wa 
Of  oother  harm  it  nedeth  nat  to  speke, 
Foryeyoure-self  upon  your-self  yowwrckc» 
Which  proveth  well  that  outher  love  or 

drede 
Moot  been  enchesoun  of  youre  cruel  de<l*» 
Synthat  I  see  noon  oother  wight  yowchace- 
For  love  of  God,  as  dooth  youre-seN<** 

grace. 
Or  what  may  been  youre  helpe ;  fw  VT*** 

nor  Est 

428.  ftregryn^  the  pilgrim  falcon,  so  vi^ 
because  it  keeps  away  Irom  iu  nest. 
436.  anrtvtrtt  R  mnswertm, 
455.  Uve,  H*  ire. 
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Thil  fenic  wilh  hynuclf  so  [Mioiuly. 

Ye  »l<r  me  wiih  yaare  sorwc,  werwilly ; 

I  have  ul  jrow  so  greet  conn))asioun. 

J.it  Uuclil»  Uive,  com  fro  Ihe  Irec  siioun : 
'./111,  u  I  am  a  Ityngra  doghler  trewc, 

I    ihac  I  Tcmtily  the  cause  knewe 
'f  jaatv  disew,  if  it  lay  in  roy  m^hl, 

'  volde  nmenden  h  cr  il  were  nyght, 
.  ■■  w&ly  hclpe  me  gjtli  God  of  kyiulc  I 
Vr.il  heibjs  shal  I  righl  ynawe  y-fynde 
I  J  httle  *ith  yonre  hurtCS  hastily.'      4ji 
Tho  shiighlc   Ihis  faucon  yet   niiKue 
-   ■■■a.ly 

''lide,  and  filiogtoundv  anon, 
t'Hnc,  dectl,  and  lyka  stuon, 
.  luth  in  hire  lappe  hire  take 
:  ihe  K*"  uf  swough  awake ; 
.   .\iiJ  .ifti:!  ttut  nhcofhitswoughgan  breydv 
^|Iu  in  hit  hftuk^  ietlene  thus  she  seyde : 
'Thai  piiee  tenneth  wone  b  ecniil  herlc, 
\  FcEtyi^  his  rimilitude  in  peynes  smertc, 
I  Jt  ptmd  al  day,  as  men  imy  it  see,     481 
I  *»  wtl  bjr  werk  as  by  auctoritee  ; 
I  Fecgcnlil  hertc  kilheth  genliUesse. 
d  ib«  yc  han  uf  my  disliesw 
iin,  my  Mii  Conacee, 
tmmanly  benjgnytee 
in  ycnire  principles  hnlh  Ml; 
n  hope  for  to  fare  the  bet, 
o  obeye  Dnl»  ymjie  hene  free, 
.  _  Id  iD^uai  otbcre  be  war  by  tnc, 
^Vttcwbdpcchosied  blhelcaun,  n' 
^^  lor  thai  cause  and  that  concliisioun, 
A  thai  I  have  a  ieysei  and  a.  «pnce, 
nn  I  wul  oinferacii,  cr  I  pace.' 
X  whil  thai  oon  hir  sorwc  loldc 
it  oodlei  wcepc  bs  she  to  wnlel  noldc, 
'  It  the  buccin  bad  hire  to  be  Mille, 
k  *ilh  •  lyk.  tight  thus  slie  seyde  hir 
Willr. 
\t€t  I   Ml*  Wed,  alias!   that  baide 
ilay.—  m 

a  rorhe  of  inarblll  gray 
Bdtely  that  00  Ihyng  eyled  nic, — 
Ir  nal  trfaal  niu  odveisilec 

«  flee  lul  hye  under  the  sky — 
c  n  tciccli-'l  itie  fasic  by, 


Tlial  scmed  welle  of  alle  genliUesse  ; 
Al  wen;  he  fui  oC  tresoun  and  blsneise, 
Il  was  so  wrapped  under  humble  cheere, 
AndunderheweoftToulhciDswichmanere. 
Under  plesance,  and  under  kasj  peylic, 
That  1  ne  kuude  luin  wend  lie  koude  feyne, 
So  dcpe  in  peya  he  dyed  his  colouies. 
Right  as  a  serpent  hit  hym  under  fluures 
Til  he  inny  seen  his  lyme  for  lo  byte, 
Kight  so  this  Bt>d  of  luve,  this  ypoctyle. 
IJL-Jth  so  his  cerymonyes  and  obeisaunces, 
And  kepcih  in  semblani  aile  his  ubset 

Thai  sosraeth  into  gentillcsse  of  love. 
AiS  in  a  toumbe  is  al  the  faiie  above, 
.And  under  is  the  cmps,  swich  as  yc  wool, 
Swich  was  the  ypoctile,  bythe  eoold  ttii 


Thats. 


e  llie  fecnd,  n< 


c  what  ht 


Til  lie  so  longe  hadde  wopen  and  com- 

pleyncd, 
And  many  a  yeet  his  service  to  me  feyned, 
Til  thatmyn  herlc,  to  jntousand  to  nyce, 
Al  iimocent  of  his  corouned  malice, 
Tor-fcred  of  his  deeth,  as  thoughte  me. 
Upon  his  Olhes  and  his  seurctec, 
Giaunled  hym  love  upon  ihis  condicioun, 
TtuU  evemioore  myn  honour  and  renoun 
Were  saved,  bothe  piivee  and  apert ;   jji 
This  is  to  seyn,  that  after  his  desert, 
1  yaf  hym  al  myn  hetle  and  my  ihoj^l, — 
Cud  wool,  and  he,  that  otherwise  noght, — 
.\nd  took  his  heite  in  chaunge  for  myn 

But  sooth  is  seyd,  goon  sithen  many  a  day, 
"  A  trewe  wight  and  a  iheef  thenken  nsl 

And  whitn  hesaugh  Ihe  thyng  no  fer  y-goon 
That  I  hadde  graunled  hym  fully  my  love. 
In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  have  seyd  above,  st" 
And  yevcn  hym  my  uewe  herte  as  (re 
As  he  swoot  he  yaf  his  herlc  tc 
Anun  this  tigre  ful  of  doublenesse 
Kil  on  his  knees  wilb  so  devout  II 


s.  /  w.  H>  w  mf*l 
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With  so  heigh  reverence,  and,  as  by  his 

cheerc, 
So  lyk  a  gentil  loverc  of  manere, 
So  ravysshed,  as  it  semed,  for  the  joyc, 
That  never  Jason,  ne  Parys  of  Troye, — 
Jason  ?     Certes,  ne  noon  oother  man 
Syn  Lamcth  was,  that  alderfirst  bigan  550 
To  loven  two,  as  writcn  folk  biforn ; 
Ne  never,  syn  the  firsle  man  was  born, 
Ne  koude  man,  by  twenty  thousand  part, 
Countrefeto  the  sophymes  of  his  art, 
Ne  were  worthy  unbokelen  his  galoche 
Thcr    doublencssc    or    feyn}Tig    sholde 

approche, 
Ne  so  koude  thanke  a  wiglil  as  he  dide  me ! 
His  manere  was  an  hevene  for  to  see 
Til  any  womman,  were  she  never  so  wys. 
So  peynted  he,  and  kemlxle  at  point - 

devys,  560 

As  wel  his  wordes  as  his  contenaunce ; 
And  I  so  l(jved  hym  for  his  obeisaunce. 
And  for  the  trouthe  I  demed  in  his  herte, 
That  if  so  were  that  any  thyng  hym  smerte, 
Al  were  it  never  so  lite,  and  I  it  wiste, 
Mc  thoughtc  I  fclte  decth  m}Ti  herte  twiste ; 
And  shortly,  so  ferforth  this  thyng  is  went. 
That  my  wyl  was  his  willes  instrument, — 
This  is  to  se>ii,  my  wyl  obeyed  his  uyl 
In  alle  thyng,  as  fer  as  resoun  fil,         570 
Kepyngc  the  boundes  of  my  worshipe  ever ; 
Ne  never  hadde  I  th)Tig  so  lief,  ne  lever. 
As  hym,  (jod  woot !  ne  never  shal  namo. 
This  lasleth  lenger  than  a  yeer  or  two 
That  I  supposed  of  hym  noght  but  good ; 
Hut  finally  thus,  atte  laste  it  stood. 
That  Fortune  woldc  that  he  moste  lw}'nnc 
( )ut  of  that  place  which  that  I  was  inne. 
Wher  mc  was  wo,  that  is  no  qucstioun  ; 
I  kan  nat  make  of  it  discripsioun,         580 
I'or  o  thyng  dare  I  tellcn  boldely, 
I  knowe  what  is  the  peyne  of  decth  thcr-by ; 
Swich  harme  I  fclte  for  he  ne  myghte 

bileve  I 
So  un  a  day  of  mc  he  took  his  leve, 
So  sorwful  cek  that  I  wende  verraily 
That  he  had  felt  as  muche  harm  as  I, 

548.  Jason,  L2  TrolluSj  an  impossible  reading. 

550-  I.nntcth,  Genesis  iv.  19. 

583.  he,  K  / 

585    ijnv/ul,  Yf' sorw^fully. 


Whan  that  I  herde  hym  speke  and  saugh 

his  hewe ; 
But  nathelees  I  thoughte  he  was  so  trewe, 
And  cek  that  he  repaire  sholde  ageyn 
Withinne  a  litel  while,  sooth  to  seyn,  590 
And  resoun  wolde  eek  that  he  mostc  go 
For  his  honour,  as  ofte  it  happeth  so. 
That  I  made  vertu  of  neccssitee, 
And  took  it  wel,  syn  that  it  moste  be. 
As  I  best  myghte  I  hidde  fro  hym  mysor^e 
And  took  hym  by  the  hond,  Seint  John  to 

borwe,   * 
And  seydehym  thus :  *  *  Lo,  I  am  youres  al : 
Beth  swich  as  I  to  yow  have  been  and  shal. " 
What  heanswerde  it  ncdeth  noght  reherce ; 
Who  kan  sey  bet  than  he,  who  kan  do 

wersc?  600 

Whan  he  hath  al  i-seyd,  thanne  hath  he 

doon. 
**  Therfore  bihoveth  hire  a  ful  long  spoon 
That  shal  etc  with  a  feend,"  thus  herde  I 

seye ; 
So  atte  laste  he  moste  forth  his  weye, 
And  forth  he  flceth  til  he  cam  ther  hym 

leste. 
Whan  it  cam  hym  to  purpos  for  to  reste. 
I  trowe  he  hadde  thilke  text  in  myndc. 
That  **  Alle  thyng  repeirynge  to  his  kynde 
Gladcth  hymself," — thus  seyn  men,  as  I 

gesse. 
Men  loven  of  propre  k3mde  newe&ngel- 

nesse,  610 

iVs  briddcs  doon  that  men  in  cages  fede ; 
For  though  thou  nyght  and  day  take  oif 

hem  hede, 
And  strawe  hir  cage  faire,  and  softe  as  silk, 
And  yeve  hem  sugre,  hony,  breed  and  milk, 
\'ct  right  anon  as  that  his  dore  is  nppe, 
lie  with  his  feet  wol  spumeadoun hiscuppe, 
And  to  the  wode  he  wolc,  and  wormcs  ete ; 
So  ncwefangel  been  they  of  hire  mete 
And  loven  novelrie  of  propre  kynde, 
No   gentillesse   of  blood   ne  may  hem 

b3mdc.  620 

*  So  ferde  this  tercelet,  alias,  the  day ! 

Though  he  were  gentil  born,  fresshand  gay. 

And  goodlich  for  to  seen,  humble  and  lice. 

He  saugh  upon  a  tyme  a  kyte  flee, 


601.  i'seyd.  HB  welttjJ. 
60a.  hirt,  nMkhmm 
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And  sodeynly  he  loved  this  kyte  so 
That  al  his  love  is  clene  fro  me  ago, 
And  hath  his  trouthe  &lsed  in  this  wyse. 
Thus  hath  the  kyte  my  love  in  hireservyse, 
And  I  am  lorn  withouten  rcmedie.'  629 
And  with  that  word  this  faucon  gan  to  eric, 
And  swowned  eft  in  Canacees  barm. 

Greet  was  thesorwe  for  the  haukes  harm 
That  Canacee  and  alle  hir  wommen  made ; 
They  njrstc  how  they  myghte  the  faucon 

glade, 
But  Canacee  hom  bereth  hire  in  hir  lappe, 
And  softely  in  piastres  gan  hire  wrappe, 
Ther  as  she  with  hire  beek  hadde  hurt  hir- 

selve. 
Now  kan  nat  Canacee  but  herbes  delve 
Out  of  the  ground,  and  make  salves  newe 
Of  herbes  preciouse,  and  fyne  of  hewe,  640 
To  heelen  with  this  hauk ;  fro  day  to  nyght 
She  dooth  hire  bisynesse  and  al  hir  myght, 
And  by  hire  beddes  heed  she  made  amewe, 
And  covered  it  with  veluettes  blewe, 
In  signe  of  trouthe  that  is  in  wommen  sene, 
And  al  withoute  the  me  we  is  pe)!)  ted  grenc, 
In  which  were  peynted  alle  thise  false 

fowles, 
As  beth  thise  tidyves,  tercelettesandowles ; 
And  pyes,  on  hem  jfor  to  crie  and  chyde, 
Right  for  despit,  were  peynted  hem  bisyde. 
Thus  lete  I  Canacee,  hir  hauk  kepyng, 
I  wol  namoore  as  now  speke  of  hir  ryng 
Til  it  come  eft  to  purpos  for  to  seyn 
How  that  this  £eiucon  gat  hire  love  ageyn, 
Repentant,  as  the  storie  telleth  us, 
By  mediacioun  of  Cambalus, 
The  kjrnges  sone,  of  whiche  I  yow  tolde ; 
But  hennes-forth  I  wol  my  proces  holde 
To  speken  of  ^ventures  and  of  batailles. 
That  never  yet  was  herd  so  greet  mer- 

vadlles.  660 

First  wol  I  telle  yow  of  Cambyuskan, 
That  in  his  tyme  many  a  citee  wan  ; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Algarsif, 
How  that  he  wan  Theodera  to  his  wif. 
For  whom  ful  ofte  in  greet  peril  he  was, 
Ne  hadde  he  ben  holpe  by  the  steede  of 

bras; 
And  afier  wol  I  speke  of  Cambalo, 


640.  ^a  These  two  lines  are  reversed  in  the 


Camb.4  omitting  And, 


That  faughtinlysteswith  the  bretherentwo 
ForCanacee,  erthat  hemyghtehire  wynne ; 
And  ther  I  lefte  I  wol  ageyn  bigynne.    670 

[part  III] 

Appollo  whirleth  up  his  chaar  so  bye, 
Til  that  the  god  Mcrcurius  hous,  the  slye — 

Heere  fohven  the  wordes  of  the  Fraukelyn 
to  the  Squier^  and  the  wordes  of  the 
Hoost  to  the  Frankelyn 

*  In  feith,  Squier,  thow  hast  thee  wel 

y-quit 
And  gentilly,  I  preise  wel  thy  wit,' 
Quod  the  Frankeleyn,  *consideryngc  thy 

yowthe 
Sofeelyngly  thouspekest,sire,  lallowe  the, 
As  to  my  doom  ther  is  noon  that  is  heere 
Of  eloquence  that  shal  be  thy  peere, 
If  that  thou  lyve  !  God  yeve  thee  good 

chaunce, 
And  in  vertu  sende  thee  continuaunce ;  680 
For  of  thy  speche  I  have  greet  deyntee. 
I  have  a  sone,  and,  by  the  Trinitee  ! 
I  hadde  levere  than  twenty  ix)und  worth 

lond. 
Though  it  right  now  were  fallen  in  myn 

bond, 
He  were  a  man  of  swich  discrecioun 
As  that  ye  been  ;  fy  on  posscssioun, 
But  if  a  man  be  vertuous  withal ! 
I  have  my  sone  snybbed  and  yet  shal. 
For  he  to  vertu  listeth  nat  entende,     689 
But  for  to  pleye  at  dees,  and  to  despcnde 
And  lese  al  that  he  hath,  is  his  usage ; 
And  he  hath  levere  talken  with  a  jxige 
Than  to  comime  with  any  gentil  wight, 
There  he  myghte  leme  gentillcsse  aright.' 

*  Straw  for  youre  **  gentillcsse," '  quod 

our  Hoost. 
*  WTiat  !    Frankeleyn,  pardee^    sire,   wel 

thou  woost 
That  ech  of  yow  moot  tellen  atte  leste 
A  tale  or  two,  or  breken  his  biheste.* 
*That  knowe  I  wel,  sire,'  quod    the 

Frankeleyn, 
*I  prey  yow  haveth  me  nat  in  desdeyn  700 
Though  to  this  man  I  speke  a  word  or  two. ' 

672.  The  •  half-told  *  tale  breaks  off  here. 
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« Telle  on  thy  tale,  withouten  wordes 


mo!» 


*  Gladly,  sire  Hoost,'  quod  he,  *.I  wole 
obeyc 
Unto  your  wyl ;  now  herkneth  what  I  seye. 
I  wol  yow  nat  contrarien  in  no  wyse 
As  fer  as  that  my  wittes  wol  sufifyse ; 
I  prey  to  God  that  it  may  plesen  yo\y, 
Thanne  woot  I  wel  that  it  is  good  ynow.' 


The  Prologe  of  the  Frankeleyns  Tale 

Thise  olde,  gentil  Britons,  in  hir  dayes, 
Of  diverse  ^ventures  maden  layes,        710 
Rymeyed  in  hir  firste  Briton  tonge, 
Whiche  layes  with  hir  instrumentz  they 

songe, 
Or  elles  redden  hem  for  hir  plesaunce, 
And  oon  of  hem  have  I  in  remembraunce, 
Which  I  shal  seyn  with  good  wyl  as  I  kan. 
But,  sires,  by-cause  I  am  a  burel  man, 
At  my  higynnyng  first  I  yow  biseche. 
Have  me  excused  of  my  rude  speche. 
I  lerncd  never  rethoric  certeyn  ; 
Thyng  that  1  speke  it  moot  be  bare  and 

pleyn.  720 

I  slee|xi  never  on  the  Mount  of  Pemaso, 
Ne  lerned  Marcus  Tullius  Scithero. 
Colours  neknowe  I  none,  withouten  drede. 
But  swiche  colours  as  growen  in  the  mede. 
Or  elles  swiche  as  men  dye  or  peynte. 
Colours  of  rethor)'k  been  me  to  que)mte  ; 
My  sjiirit  feeleth  noght  of  swich  mateere, 
But  if  yow  list  my  tale  shul  ye  heere. 


FRANKLIN'S  TALE 

Heere  higynneth  The  Fratikeleyns  Tale 

In  Armorik,  that  called  is  Britayne, 
Ther  was  a  knyght  that  loved  and  dide 
his  ixiyne  730 

To  serve  a  lady  in  his  Iniste  wise ; 
And  many  a  labour,  many  a  greet  emprise, 

714.  ooH  of  hrm,  etc  This  distinct  statement 
(cp.  1.  813)  leaves  no  doubt  that  this  tale  follows, 
probably  with  some  closeness,  a  French  or  Breton 
story,  unluckily  now  lost. 

731.  To  disprove  his  claim  of  lack  of  letters  he 
quotes  Persiiu  (ProL  L  2). 


He  for  his  lady  wroghte,  er  she  were  wonne ; 
For  she  w^as  oon  the  feireste  under  sonne, 
And  eck  therto  come  of  so  heigh  kynrede, 
That  wel  unnethes  dorste  this  kn^t,  for 

drede. 
Telle  hire  his  wo,  his  peyne,  and  his 

distresse; 
But  atte  laste  she  for  his  worthynesse. 
And  namely  for  his  meke  obeysaimce. 
Hath  swich  a  pitee  caught  of  his  penaonce. 
That  pryvely  she  fil  of  his  accord,        741 
To  take  hym  for  hir  housbondeand  hir  lord. 
Of  swich  lordshipe  as  men  han  over  hir 

wyves, 
And  for  toledethemoorein  blissehir  lyves. 
Of  his  free  wyl  he  swoor  hire  as  a  knyght. 
That  never  in  al  hb  lyf  he,  day  ne  nyght, 
Ne  sholde  upon  hym  take  no  maistrie 
Agayn  hir  wyl,  ne  kithe  hire  jalousie ; 
But  hire  obeye  and  folwe  hir  wyl  in  al. 
As  any  lovere  to  his  lady  shal,  750 

Save  that  the  name  of  soveraynetee. 
That  woldehehavc,  forshameof  hisdcgrec. 
She  thanked  hym  and  with  ful  greet 

humblesse, 
She  seyde,  *  Sire,  sith  of  youre  gentillesse 
Ye  profre  me  to  have  so  large  a  reyne, 
Ne  wolde  never  God  bitwixe  us  twcyne, 
As  in  my  gilt,  were  outher  werre  or  slryf. 
Sire,  I  wol  be  youre  humble,  trewe  wyf ; 
I  lave  heer  my  trouthe,  til  that  myn  horte 

breste  * ; 
Thus  been  theybotheinquieteand  in  reste. 
For  o  thyng,  sires,  saufly  dar  I  seye,  761 
That  fireendes  cverych  oothcr  moot  obie}'e, 
If  they  wol  longe  holden  coinpaignye. 
Love  wol  nat  been  constreyned  fay  maistiye. 
Whan  maistrie  comth,  the  god  of  love, 

anon, 
Beteth  his  wynges  and,  £u:ewel,  he  is  gon ! 
Love  is  a  thyng  as  any  spirit  free. 
Wommen  of  kynde  desiren  libeitee. 
And  nat  to  been  constreyned  as  a  thnd  ; 
And  so  doon  men,  if  I  sooth  seyen  shaL  r 
Looke,  who  that  is  moost  padent  in  k>ve. 
He  is  at  his  avantage  al  above. 
Pacience  is  an  heigh  vertu,  certeyn, 
For  it  venquysseth,  as  thise  derkes  seyn, 
Thynges  that  rigour  sholde  never  atte)!^ ; 

7)9.  nmmefy, 


228 


UP  P 


FRANKLIN'S  TALE 


776-856 


every  word  men  may  nat  chide  or 

pleyne. 
leth  to  suffre,  or  elles  so  moot  I  goon, 
hul  it  leme,  wher-so  ye  wole  or  noon ; 
in  this  world,  certein,  ther  no  wight  is 
t  he  ne  dooth,  or  seith,  som  tyme  amys. 
siknesse,  or  constellacioun,  781 

I,  wo,  or  chaungynge  of  complexioun, 
seth  ful  ofte  to  doon  amys  or  speken. 
very  wrong  a  man  may  nat  be  wreken ; 
r  the  tyme  moste  be  temperamicc 
very  wight  that  kan  on  govemaunce ; 
therfore    hath    this    wise,    worthy 

knyght,— 
yre  in  ese, — sufirance  hire  bihight, 
she  to  hym  fill  wisly  gan  to  swere 
t  never  sholde  ther  be  defaut  in  here, 
eere  may  men  seen  an  humble,  wys 

accord ;  791 

s  hath  she  take  hir  servant  and  hir 

lord, — 
ant  in  love,  and  lord  in  mariage, — 
nne  was  he  bothe  in  lordshipe  and 

servage. 
age  ?  nay,  but  in  lordshipe  above  ; 
he  hath  both  his  lady  and  his  love  ; 
lady,  certes,  and  his  wyf  also, 
which  that  lawe  of  love  acordeth  to ; 
whan  he  was  in  this  prosperitee  799 
m  with  his  wyf  he  gooth  to  hiscontree, 
fer  froPedmark,  ther  his  dwelling  was, 
rr  as  he  l3rveth  in  blisse  and  in  solas. 
lio  koude  telle,  but  he  hadde  wedded 

be, 
joye,  the  ese,  and  the  prosperitee 
:  is  bitwixe  an  housbonde  and  his  wyf? 
3reer  and  moore  lasted  this  blisfiil  lyf, 
lat  the  knyght  of  which  I  speke  of  thus, 
:  of  Kayrmd  was  cleped  Arveragus, 
»pe  him  to  goon  and  dwelle  a  yeer  or 

twcyne  809 

ngelond,  that  cleped  waseek  Briteyne, 
eke  in  armes  worshipe  and  honour, 
al  his  lust  he  sette  in  swich  labour  ; 
dwelled  there  two  yeer, — the  book 

seith  thus. 
Dw  wol  I  stynten  of  this  Arveragus, 


.  Pgdmarkf  Peamark,  on  the  west  coast  of 

U17. 

.  Kayrrttd^  tiie  Red  City. 


And  speken  I  wole  of  Dorigene  his  wyf. 
That  loveth  hire  housbonde  as  hire  hertes 

lyf; 

For  his  absence  wepeth  she  and  siketh, 
As  doon  thise  noble  v^ves,  whan  hem 

liketh ; 
She  moometh,  waketh,  wayleth,  fasteth, 

pleyneth ;  819 

Desir  of  his  presence  hire  so  distreyneth. 
That  al  this  wyde  world  she  sette  at  noght. 
Hire  freendes,  whiche  that  knewe  hir  hevy 

thoght, 
Conforten  hire  in  al  that  ever  they  may. 
They  prechen  hire,  they  telle  hire,  nyght 

and  day. 
That  causelees  she  sleeth  hirsclf,  alias  ! 
And  every  confort  possible  in  this  cas 
They  doon  to  hire  with  all  hire  bisynesse, 
Al  for  to  make  hire  leve  hire  hevynesse. 
By  proces,  as  ye  knowen  everichoon. 
Men  may  so  longe  graven  in  a  stoon    830 
Til  som  figure  therinne  emprented  be. 
So  longe  han  they  conforted  hire,  til  she 
Receyved  hath,  by  hope  and  by  resoun, 
The  emprentyng  of  hire  consolacioun, 
Thurgh  which  hir  gretesorwe  gan  aswagc ; 
She  may  nat  alwey  duren  in  swich  rage. 

And  eek  Arveragus  in  al  this  care 
I  lath  sent  hire  lettres  hoom  of  his  welfare ; 
And  that  he  wol  come  hastily  agayn  ; 
Or  elles  hadde  this  sorwe  hir  herte  slayn. 
Hire  freendes  sawe  hir  sorwe  gan  to 

slake,  841 

And  preyede  hir  on  knees,  for  Goddes 

sake, 
To  come  and  romen  hire  in  compaignye, 
Awey  to  dryve  hire  dcrkc  fantasye ; 
And  finally  she  graunted  that  requeste, 
For  wel  she  saugh  that  it  was  for  the  beste. 
Now  stood  hire  castel  faste  by  the  see, 
And  often  with  hire  freendes  walketh  shee, 
Hire  to  disporte  upon  the  bank  an  heigh, 
Where  as  she  many  a  shipe  and  barge  seigh 
Seillynge  hir  cours,  where  as  hem  liste  go ; 
But  thanne  was  that  a  parcel  of  hire  wo. 
For  to  hirself  ful  ofle  *  Alias  ! '  seith  she, 
*  Is  ther  no  shipe,  of  so  manye  as  I  se, 
Wol  bryngen  hom  my  lord?  Thanne  were 

myn  herte 
Al  warisshed  of  his  bittrc  peynes  sm.^x\fi..^ 
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'     Another  tyroe  Uier  woldc  she  sine  and 
thyoke, 
And   caste   hit  eyen   dounward    fro  the 

But  whanshe  saugh  ihegrisly  rokkes  blake, 
For  vetmy  ietre  so  wolde  hir  hcrte  qualte 
That  on  hire  feet  she  myghte  hire  nt^ht 

Thanne  wolJe  she  sitte  adoun  upon  ihe 

grene, 
And  pitously  into  the  see  hiholdc, 
And  scyn  right  thus,  with  sorwcfiil  sikes 

'  Elcme  God,  that  thurgh  Ihy  purvei- 

Ledesl  ihe  world  by  cetteio  goveniaiince, 
In  ydel,  as  men  seyn,  ye  nolhyng  make  ; 
But,  Lord,  thise  grisly,  feendly,  rolckes 

hlake, 
That  semen  rather  a  foul  conftisioun 
Of  werk  than  any  feir  creacioun  Bja 

Ofswich  a  parht  wys  God,  and  a  stable, — 
Why  hon  ye  wroght  this  werk  uniesonable  ? 
For  by  this  werk  south,  north,  ne  west, 

Ther  nys  y-fostred  man,  ne  bryd,  ne  beeste ; 
It  dooth  no  good,  to  my  wit,  but  anoyeth; 
Se  ye  oat.  Lord,  how  mankynde  it  de- 

stroyeth  ? 
An  hundred  thousand  bodyes  of  mankynde 
HanTokkesslayn.albelheyoal  in  mynde, 
Which  mankynde  isso  birpiic  of  thy  werk, 
That  thouitmadestlykioihynowene  merk . 
'Thanne   semot    it   ye    luidde   n   greet 

Toward  mankynde,  but  how  Ihanne  may 

That  ye  swichc  mecnes  make  It  to  de- 

siroyen, 
Whidie  meenes   dr)  no  good,  biit  ever 

nnoyen? 
1  woot  wel  clerkes  wol  seyn  as  hein  leste, 
By  BTgumenti,  that  al  is  tor  ihe  beste, 
Though  I  ne  V*A  the  causes  nal  y-knowe ; 
But,  Ihilkc  God  that  madi  wynd  lo  blowc, 
As  kepe  my  lord  j  this  is  my  ctmcluaioun. 
To  clerkes  lete  I  nl  disputitonn  t  S90 

Bui  wolde  God  that  alie  thise  rokkes  blake 
Were  sonken  into  hellc  for  his  sake. 
FiThiierokkessleen  myn  heite  for  thefecrc. ' 
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Thus  wolde  she  seyn  with  niany  a  pitous 

Hire  freendessawe  thatil  wasnodispon 
To  romen  by  the  sec,  but  diiconfoM, 
And  shopeo  for  to  pleyen  somwher  eitcs. 
They  leden  hire  by  lyveres,  and  by  wtUei, 
And  eeli  in  othere  places  deli  tables : 
They  dauncen,  and  ihey  pleyen  ■!  dm 
and  tables.  go 

So  on  a  day.  right  in  the  monre  1)4ci 
Unio  a  gardyn  that  was  ther  hifffd^*^ 
In  which  that  they  hadde  ma*d  1" 

dinaunce 
Of  vitaille,  and  of  oothcr  purvei 
They  goon  and  pleyehemaJ  Ihe  loogifl 
And  this  was  on  the  slxte  monre  of  May, 
Which  May  hadde  peynted  with  hii  sofie 

shoures 
This  giudyn,  full  of  leves  and  of  ftonres. 
And  craft  of  mannes  hand  so  curiously 
Arrayed  hadde  this  gaidyn,  trewely,     ^m 
That  never  was  ther  gaidyn  of  £«idi  pi^s 
But  if  it  were  the  verray  I^iadys. 
The  odour  of  floures  anil  Ihe  besshe  >^le 
Wolde  han  maked  any  herle  lighte 
That  cverwas  born,  but  if  to  greet  siknesse. 
Or  to  greet  sorwe,  helde  it  in  distresse  ; 
So  full  it  was  of  besutec  with  plesanncfc 

At  after  dyncr  gonnc  they  to  dauncc. 
And  synge  also,  save  Dorigcn  allone. 
Which  made  alwey  hit  compleint  aod  hif 

For  she  ne  sangh  hym  on  the  tlaiince  go 
Thai  was  hir  housbonde,  and  hir  love  also ! 
But  nathelees  she  moste  a  lyme  abyde 
And  vrith  good  hope  lete  hir  som*  ilyde. 
Upon  this  dauncc,  amonges  ollwrre  men, 
Daunccd  a  squier  bifoni  Dorigcn, 
That  fresshcr  was,  and  jolyei  of  array. 
As  to  mydoom,  than  is  the  montheof  May ; 
lie  syngeth,  daunceth,  passyngc  &ny  nun 
That  is,  or  was,  sith  that  the  world  Ngko. 
Therwiih  he  was,   if  men   sbolde  hym 
discryve,  .j,, 

Oon  of  the  bcsle  farynge  man  on  \y\  ■: 
Vong,  strong,  tight  veituous,  and   • 

And  wel  biioved,  and  holden  in  greet  ;<t- 
And,  shortly,  if  the  soth«  1  tellen  »hiil^ 
Unwityng  of  this  Doiig«n  at  al,         ~^^ 
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This  lusty  squier,  servant  to  Venus, 
Which  that  y-cleped  was  Aurelius, 
Hadde  loved  hire  best  of  any  creature 
Two  yeer  and  moore,  as  was  his  ^venture ; 
But    never   dorste    he    tellen    hire    his 

grevaunce ;  941 

Withouten  coppe  hedrankal  his  penaunce. 
He  was  despeyred,  nothyng  dorste  he  seye, 
Save  in  his  songes  somwhat  wolde  he  wreye 
His  wo,  as  in  a  general  compleynyng  ; 
He  seydc  he  lovede,  and  was  biloved  no 

thyng. 
Of  swich  matere  made  he  manye  layes, 
Songes,  compleintes,  roundels,  virelayes ; 
How  that  he  dorste  nat  his  sorwe  telle, 
But  langwissheth  as  a  furyedooth  in  helle ; 
And  dye  he  moste,  he  seyde,  as  dide  Ekko 
For  Narcisus,  that  dorste  nat  telle  hir  wo. 
In  oother  manere  than  ye  heere  me  seye 
Ne  dorst  he  nat  to  hire  his  wo  biwreye, 
Save  that  pardventuresomtymeat  daunces, 
Tber  yonge  folk  kepen  hir  observaunces, 
It  may  wel  be  he  looked  on  hir  face 
In  swich  a  wise  as  man  that  asketh  grace ; 
But  no  th3mg  wiste  she  of  his  entente  ; 
Natheleesit  happed,  er  theythennes  wente, 
By-cause  that  he  was  hire  neighebour,  961 
Ajid  was  a  man  of  worshipe  and  honour, 
And  hadde  y-knowen  hym  of  tyme  yoore, 
They  fille  in  speche,  and  forthe,  moorc 

and  moore, 
Unto  this  purpos  drough  Aurelius. 
And  whan  hesaugh  his  tyme  hesayde  thus : 
'Madame,'  quod  he,    'by  God   that 

this  world  made, 
So  that  I  wiste  it  myghte  youre  herte  glade, 
I  wolde  that  day  that  youre  Arveragus 
Wente  over  the  see,  that  I,  Aurelius,  970 
Hadde  went  ther  never    I   shulde  have 

come'again ; 
For  wel  I  woot  my  servyce  is  in  vayn, 
My  gerdonn  is  but  brestyng  of  myn  herte. 
Madame,  reweth  upon  my  peynes  smerte, 
For  with  a  word  ye  may  me  sleen  or  save ; 
Heere  at  youre  feet  God  wolde  that  I 

were  grave  I 
I  ne  have,  as  now,  no  leyser  moore  to 

seye,— 

/ittyt,  Htng^/kfrtiJiret  periiaps  a  better 


itading. 


Have  mercy,  swecte,  orye  wol  do  me  deyc  I ' 

She  gan  to  looke  upon  Aurelius  : 
*  Is  this  your  wyl,*  quod  she,  *  and  sey  ye 

thus  ?  980 

Never  erst,*  quod  she,  *  ne  wiste  I  what 

ye  mente ; 
But  now,  Aurelie,  I  knowe  youre  entente, 
By  thilke  God  that  yaf  me  soule  and  lyf ! 
Ne  shal  I  never  been  untrewe  W7f, 
In  word  ne  werk,  as  fer  as  I  have  wit, 
I  wol  been  his  to  whom  that  I  am  knyt  I 
Taak  this  for  fynal  answere,  as  for  me ' ; 
But  after  that  in  pley  thus  seyde  she  : 

*  Aurelie,'  quod  she,  *  by  heighe  God 

above  ! 
Yet  woldelgraunteyow  to  been  youre  love, 
Syn  I  yow  se  so  pitously  complayne.  991 
Looke,  what  day  that  endclong  Britayne, 
Ye  remoevealle  the  rokkes,  stoon  bystoon, 
That  they  ne  lette  shipe  ne  boot  to  goon, — 
I  seye  whan  ye  han  maad  the  coost  so  clene 
Of  rokkes,  that  ther  nys  no  stoon  y-sene, 
Thanne  wol  I  love  yow  best  of  any  man. 
Have  heer  my  trouthe,  in  al  that  over  I 

kan.* 

*  Is  ther  noon  oother  grace  in  yow  ? ' 

quod  he. 

*  No,  by  that  Lfjrd,*  quod  she,    '  that 

maked  me  !  1000 

For  wel  I  woot  that  it  shal  never  bitydc. 
Lat  swiche  folies  out  of  youre  herte  slyde  ; 
What  deyntee  sholde  a  man  han  in  his  lyf 
For  to  go  love  another  manncs  w>'f, 
That  hath  hir  body  whan  so  that  hym 

lyketh  ? ' 
Aurelius  ful  ofte  soore  sikcth. 
Wo  was  Aurelie,  whan  that  he  this  herde, 
And  with  a  sorweful  herte  he  thus  answcrdc : 

*  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  this  were  an  in- 

possible  !  1009 

Thanne  moot  I  dye  of  sodeyn  dcth  horrible !  * 
And  with  that  word  he  turned  hym  anon. 
Tho  come  hir  othere  freendes  many  oon. 
yVnd  in  the  aleyes  romeden  up  and  doun. 
And  no  thyng  wiste  of  this  conclusioun  ; 
But  sodeynly  bigonne  revel  newc, 
Til  that  the  brighte  sonnc  lost  his  he  we, 
For   thorisonte  hath  reft  the  sonne  his 

lyght,— 
This  is  as  muche  to  seye,  as  it  was  ny^hi  \ 
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And  hoom  they  goon  in  joye  and  in  solas, 
Save  oonly  wrecche  Aurelius,  alias  !  1020 
He  to  his  hous  is  goon  with  sorweful  hertc ; 
He  secth  he  may  nat  fro  his  deeth  asterte, 
Hym  semed  that  he  felte  his  herte  colde. 
Up  to  the  hevene  his  handes  he  gan  holde, 
And  on  his  knowes  bare  he  sette  hym 

doun, 
And  in  his  ravyng  seyde  his  orisoun. 
For  verray  wo  out  of  his  wit  he  breyde, 
He  nystc  what  he  spak,  but  thus  he  seyde. 
With  pitous  herte  his  pleynt  hath  he  bigonne 
Unto  the  goddes,  and  first  unto  the  sonne. 
He  seyde,  'Appollo,  god  and  govemour, 
Of  every  plaunte,  herbe,  tree  and  flour, 
That  yevest  after  thy  declinacioun 
To  ech  of  hem  his  tyme  and  his  sesoun, 
As   thyn   hcrberwe   chaungeth   lowe   or 

hcighe ; 
Lord  Phebus,  cast  thy  merciablc  eighe 
On  wrecche  Aurelie,  which  that  am  but 

lorn  ! 
I^,  lord,  my  lady  hath  my  deeth  y-sworn 
Withoutc  gilt,  but  thy  bcnignytee 
UiX)n  my  dcdly  hcrtc  have  som  pitcc ;  1040 
For  wel  I  woot,  lord  Phebus,  if  yow  lest 
Vc  may  mc  helixjn,  save  my  lady,  best. 
Now  vouclicthsauf  that  I  may  yow  devj-se 
How  that  I  may  l)cen  holoen  and  in  what 

w}'se. 
*  Youre  blisful  suster,  Lucina  thesheene. 
That  of  the  see  is  chief  goddesse  and 

queene, — 
Though  Neptunus  have  deitee  in  the  see. 
Yet  emiKfissc  al)oven  hym  is  she, — 
Yc  knowc  wel,  lord,  that  right  as  hir  dcsir 
Is  to  be  quykcd,  and  lightned  of  youre  fir. 
For  whicli  she  folweth  yow  ful  bisily,   1051 
Right  so  the  sec  desireth  naturelly 
To  folwen  hire,  as  she  that  is  goddesse, 
Bothe  in  the  sec  and  ry\'eres  m(x>re  and 

Icssc. 
Wherforc,  lord  Phebus,  this  is  myrequeste, 
Do  this  miracle,  or  do  myn  herte  brcste; 
That  now  next  at  this  opix>sicioun, 
Which  in  the  signe  shal  be  of  the  Leoun, 
As  preieth  hire  so  greet  a  flood  to  brynge. 
That   fyve   fad  me  at  the  leeste  it  over- 

spr>'nge  1060 

1045.  Lucina^  or  Diana,  the  moon. 


The  hyeste  rokke  in  Armorik  Brite}'ne : 
And  lat  this  flood  endure  yeres  tweyne, 
Thannc  certes  to  my  lady  may  I  seye, 
**  Holdeth  youre  heste,  the  lokkes  been 

aweye." 
*  Lord  Phebus,  dooth  this  mirade  for  me ; 
Preyc  hire  she  go  no  faster  cours  than  ye; 
I  seye,  preyeth  your  suster  that  she  go 
No  faster  cours  than  ye  thise  yeres  two ; 
Thanne  shal  she  been  cvcne   atte  fiille 

abvay, 
/Vnd  spryng-flood  last^  bothe  nyght  and 

day ;  1070 

And,  but  she  vouchesauf  in  swich  manere 
To  graunte  me  my  sovereyn  lady  deere, 
Prey  hire  to  synken  every  rok  adoim 
Into  hir  owene  dirke  regioun 
Under  the  ground,  ther  Pluto  dwdleth 

inne, 
Or  never-mo  shal  I  my  lady  wynne. 
Thy  temple  in  Delphos  wol  I  barefoot 

seke, — 
Lord  Phebus,  sc  the  teeris  on  my  chdce, 
And  of  my  pcync  have  som  compassiQim!' 
Ami  with  that  word  inswownehe  fil  adoun, 
And  longe  tjrme  he  lay  forth  in  a  traunoc 
His  brother,  which  that  knew  of  his 

pcnauncc, 
Up  caughte  hym,  and  to  bedde  he  hath 

hym  broght. 
Dispcyrcd  in  this  torment  and  this  thoght, 
I^te  I  this  woful  creature  lye ; 
Chese  he,  for  me,  whcr  he  wol  lyve  or  dye. 
Arveragus  with  heelc  and  greet  honour, 
As  he  that  was  of  chivalrie  the  flour. 
Is  comen  hoom,  and  othcre  worthy  men. 
T),  blLsfiil  artow  now,  thou  Dorigen !   1090 
That  hast  thy  lusty  housbonde  in  thyne . 

amies. 
The  frcsshe  knyght,  the  worthy  man  of 

amies. 
That  loveth  thee  as  his  owene  hertes  l}'f. 
Nothyng  list  hym  to  been  ymaginatyf. 
If  any  wight  had  spoke,  whil  he  was  oute, 
To  hire  of  love  ;  he  hadde  of  it  no  doute. 
He  noght  entendeth  to  no  swich  mateere. 
But  daunceth,  justcth,  makelh  hire  good 

cheere ; 

1074.  Under  her  name  of  Hecate  Diana  ruled 
also  in  the  underworld. 
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thus  in  joye  and  blisse  I  lete  hem 

dwelle, 
>f  the  sike  Aurelius  wol  I  telle,      z  zoo 
langour  and  in  torment  fuiyus, 
^eerand  moore,  lay  wreccheAurelyus 
y  foot  he  myghte  on  erthe  gon  ; 
>nfort  in  this  tyme  hadde  he  noon, 
3f  his  brother,  which  that  was  a  clerk, 
aew  of  al  this  wo  and  al  this  werk  ; 
D  noon  oother  creature,  certeyn, 
is  matere  he  dorste  no  word  seyn  ; 
r  his  brest  he  baar  it  moore  secree 
ever   dide    Pamphilus    for   Gala- 
thee.  zzzo 

*rest  was  hool  withoute  for  to  sene, 
1  his  hertc  ay  was  the  arwe  kene ; 
kvel  ye  knowe  that  of  a  sursanure 
rgerye  b  perilous  the  cure, 
len  myghte  touche  the  arwe,  or  come 

therby, 
>  brother  weepe  and  wayled  pryvely, 
te  laste  hym  fil  in  remembraunce 
/hileshe  wasat  Orliens  in  P'raunce, — 
ige  clerkes,  that  been  lykerous 
en  artes  that  been  curious,        zzao 
in  every  halkc  and  every  heme 
er  sciences  for  to  leme, — 
\  remembred  that,  upon  a  day, 
ns  in  studie  a  book  he  say 
k  natureel,  which  his  felawe, 
that  tyme  a  bacheler  of  lawe, — 
le  ther  to  leme  another  craft, — 
ively  upon  his  desk  y-laft, 
tk  spak  muchel  of  the  operaciouns 
*  the  eighte  and  twenty  man- 
ms  ZZ30 

1  to  the  moone,  and  swich  folyc 
dayes  is  nat  worth  a  flye, — 
hirches  feith,  in  oure  bileve, 
noon  illusion  us  to  greve ; 
his  book  was  in  his  remem- 
cc, 

;  his  herte  gan  to  daunce, 
*\i  he  seyde  pryvely, 
;hal  be  warisshed  hastily, 
that  ther  be  sciences     ZZ39 
maken  diverse  apparences, 

'^,  etc.,  a  reference  to  the  poem 
torC't  of  which  Galatea  was  the 


Swiche  as  thise  subtile  tregetoures  pleye. 
For  ofte  at  feestes  have  I  wel  herd  seye 
That  tregetours  withinne  an  halle  large 
Have  maad  come  in  a  water  and  a  barge, 
And  in  the  halle  rowen  up  and  doun. 
Somtyme  hath  semed  come  a  grym  leoun, 
And  somtyme  flouresspryngeas  in  a  mede ; 
Somtymea  vyne,  and  grapes  whiteand  rede; 
Somtyme  a  castel,  al  of  lym  and  stoon, 
And  whan  hem  lyked  voyded  it  anoon, — 
Thus  semed  it  to  everymannes  sighte.   izsz 
Now  thanne  conclude  I  thus,  that  if  I 

myghte 
At  Orliens  som  old  felawe  y-fynde, 
That  hadde  these  moones  mansions  in 

mynde. 
Or  other  magyk  natureel  above. 
He  sholde  wel  make  my  brother  han  his 

love ; 
For  with  an  apparence  a  clerk  may  make. 
To  mannes  sighte,  that  alle  the  rokkes  blakc 
Of  Britaigne  weren  y-voyded  everichon, 
And  shippes  by  the  brynkecomenand  gon ; 
And  in  swich  forme  enduren  a  wowke  or 

two.  Z161 

Thanne  were  my  brother  warisshed  of  his 

wo; 
Thanne   moste   she    nedes   holden    hire 

bihestc, 
Or  elles  he  shal  shame  hire  attc  leeste.' 
What  sholde  I  make  a  lenger  tale  of 

this? 
Unto  his  brotheres  bed  he  comen  is, 
And  swich  confort  he  yaf  hym  for  to  gon 
To  Orliens,  that  he  up  stirte  anon, 
And  on  his  wey  forthward  thanne  is  he  fare 
In  hope  for  to  been  lissed  of  his  care. 
Whan  they  were  come  almoost  to  that 

citee,  ZZ7Z 

But  if  it  were  a  two  furlong  or  thre, 
A  yong  clerk  romynge  by  hymself  they 

mette, 
Which  that  in  Latyn  thriftily  hem  grette. 
And  after  that  he  seyde  a  wonder  thyng: 
'I  knowe,'  quod  he,  *the  cause  of  youre 

comyng,' — 
And  er  they  ferther  any  foote  wente, 
I  Ic  tolde  hem  al  that  was  in  hire  entente. 
This  Briton  clerk  hym  asked  of  felawes 

1 161.  «'<nwi-r  (week),  Wku^.^  day^  Corp.'y<*r. 
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The  whiche  that  he  had  knowe  in  olde 

dawes ;  ix8o 

And  heanswerdehym  that  they  dede  were, 
For  which  he  weep  fill  ofte  many  a  teerc. 
Doun  of  his  hors  Aurelius  lighte  anon, 
And  forth  with  this  magicien  is  he  gon 
Hoom  to  his  hous,  and  maden  hem  wel 

at  esc  ; 
Hem  lakked  no  vitaille  that  myghte  hem 

plesc, 
So  wel  arrayed  hous  as  ther  was  oon 
Aurelius  in  his  lyf  saugh  never  noon. 

lie  shewed  hym,  cr  he  wente  to  sopecr, 
Forestes,  parkes  ful  of  wilde  deer  ;  1190 
Ther  saugh  he  hcrtes  with  hir  homes  hye, 
The   gretteste  that  were  ever  seyn  with 

eye,— 
He  saugh  of  hem  an  hondred  slayn  with 

houndes. 
And  somme  with  arwes  blede  of  bittre 

woundes. 
He  saugh,  whan  voyded  were  thise  wilde 

deer, 
Thise  fauconers  upon  a  fair  ryver, 
That  with  hirhaukes  han  the  heroun  slayn. 
Tho  saugh  he  knyghtes  justyng  in  a  playn, 
And  after  this  he  dide  hym  swich  ples- 

aunce  1199 

That  he  hym  shewed  his  lady  on  a  daunce. 
On  which  hymself  he  daunced,  as  hym 

thoughte ; 
And  whan  this  maister  that  this  magyk 

wroughte 
Saugh  it  was  tyme,  he  clapte  his  handes 

two, 
And,  fare  wel !  al  oure  revel  was  ago. 
And  yet  remoeved  they  never  out  of  the 

hous 
Whil  they  saugh  al  this  sighte  merveillous ; 
But  in  his  studie,  ther  as  his  bookes  be. 
They  setcn  stille,  and  no  wight  but  they 

thrc. 
To  hym  this  maister  called  his  squier. 
And  seyde  hym  thus :  *  Is  rcdy  oure  soper  ? 
Almoost  an  houre  it  is,  I  undertake,  xan 
Sith  I  yow  bad  oure  soper  for  to  make. 
Whan  that  thise  worthy  men  wenten  with 

me 
Into  my  studie,  ther  as  my  bookes  be.* 

1205.  was  agOy  Corp.'  ity-dc. 


*Sire,'  quod  this  squier,  'whan  it  liketh 

yow 
It  is  al  redy,  though  ye  wol  right  now.* 
*  Go  we  thanne  soupe,'  quod  he,  'as  for 

the  beste ; 
This  amorous  folk  somtyme  moote  han 

hir  reste.* 
At  after  soper  fille  they  in  tretee 
What  somme  sholde  this  maistresgerdoan 

be  1399 

To  remoeven  alle  the  rokkes  of  Britayne, 
And  eek  from  Gerounde  to  the  moadi  of 

Sayne. 
He  made  it  straunge,  and  swoor,  so 

God  hym  save ! 
Lasse  than  a  thousand  pound  he  wolde 

nat  have, 
Ne  gladly  for  that  somme  he  wolde  nat 

goon. 
Aurelius,  with  blisful  herte  anoon, 
Answerde    thus :    '  Fy   on  a    thomand 

pound  ! 
This  wyde  world,  which  that  men  scye 

is  round, 
I  wolde  it  yeve,  if  I  were  lord  of  it ! 
This  borgayn  is  ful  dryve,  for  we  been 

knyt  1290 

Ye  shal  be  payed  trewely,  by  my  troathe. 
But  looketh  now,  for  no  necligence  or 

slouthe 
Ye  tarie  us  heere  no  lenger  than  to  morwe.* 
*  Nay,'  quod  this  clerk,  *  have  heer  my 

feith  to  borwe.* 
To  bedde  is  goon  Aurelius  whan  hym 

leste, 
And  wel  ny  al  that  nyght  he  hadde  hb 

reste. 
What  for  his  labour,  and    his  hope  of 

blisse, 
Flis  wofiil  herte  of  penaunce  hadde  a  lisse. 
Upon  the  morwe,  whan  that  it  was  day, 
To  Britaigne  tooke  they  the  righte  way, — 
Aurelius  and  this  magicien  bisyde  ;  1*41 
And  been  descended  ther  they  woMeabyde; 
And  this  was,  as  thise  bookes  me  remembre, 
The  colde,  frosty  sesoun  of  Deoembre. 

Phebus  wox  old,  and  hewed  lyk  latonn. 
That  in  his  hoote  declynadoun 
Shoon  as  the  burned  gold,  with  stremes 

brighte ; 
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ricorn  adoun  he  lighte, 
m  ful  pale,  I  dar  wei  seyn. 
s  with  the  sleet  and  reyn 
:he  grene  in  every  yerd  ; 
fyr  with  double  herd, 
his  bugle  horn  the  wyn  ; 
brawn  of  the  tusked  swyn , 
ieth  every  lusty  man. 
that  ever  he  kan 
iter  chiere  and  reverence, 
n  to  doon  his  diligence 
out  of  his  peynes  smerte, 
that  he  wolde  slitte  his 

1260 
erk  swich  routhe  had  of 

day  he  spedde  hym  that 

le  of  his  conclusioun, 
Lo  maken  illusioun 
arence  or  jogelrye, — 
les  of  astrologye, — 
^ery  wight  sholde  wene 

;  the  rokkes  were  aweye, 
e  sonken  under  grounde. 
Iiath  his  tyme  y-founde 
es  and  his  wrecchednesse 
sticious  cursednesse. 
Janes  forth  he  brought 
I,  ne  ther  lakked  nought, 
:t,  ne  his  expans  yeeris, 
;  his  othere  geeris, 
ris,  and  his  argumentz, 
ioneles  convenient/ 
s  in  every  thyng  ;      1279 
e  speere  in  his  wirkyng 
[low  fer  Alnath  was  shove 
thilke  fixe  Aries  above, 
e  speere  considered  is  ; 

n.  This  would  be  on  Dec.  13. 
tatui^  the  astronomical  tables, 
of  Alphonso  X.  of  Castille, 
ed  to  the  city  of  Toledo. 
>le  of  a  planet's  niotion  during 
tars,  as  opposed  to  therur/axj, 

ughte  speere.  The  astrologer 
;  precession  of  the  equmoxes 
:tween  the  true  equinoctial 
e  fixed  Aries — and  the  nearest 
star,  for  which  Alnath  was 


Ful  subtilly  he  kalkuled  al  this. 

Whan    he    hadde    founde    his    firste 

mansioun, 
He  knew  the  remenaunt  by  proporcioun. 
And  knew  the  arisyng  of  his  moone  weel, 
And  in  whos  face,  and  terme,  and  every- 

deel, 
And  knew  fill  weel  the  moones  mansioun 
Acordaunt  to  his  operacioun  ;  1290 

And  knew  also  his  othere  observaimces, 
For  swiche  illusiouns  and  swiche  mes- 

chaunces 
As  hethen  folk  useden  in  thilke  dayes ; 
For  which  no  lenger  maked  he  delayes  ; 
But  thurgh  his  magik  for  a  wyke  or  tweye 
It  semed  that  alle  the  rokkes  were  aweye. 

Aurelius,  which  that  yet  despeired  is 
Wher  he  shal  han  his  love  or  fare  amys, 
Awaiteth  nyght  and  day  on  this  myricle  ; 
And  whan  he  knew  that  ther  was  noon 

obstacle,  Z300 

That  voyded  were  thise  rokkes  everychon, 
Doun  to  his  maistres  feet  he  fil  anon, 
And  seyde,  *  I,  wofiil,  wrecche  Aurelius, 
Thanke  yow,  lord,  and  lady  myn,  Venus, 
That  me  han  holpen  fro  my  cares  colde  * ; 
And  to  the  temple  his  wey  forth  hath  he 

holde, 
Where  as  he  knew  he  sholde  his  lady  see ; 
And  whan  he  saugh  his  tyme  anon  right  hee. 
With  dredfiil  herte  and  with  ful  humble 

cheere,  1309 

Salewed  hath  his  sovereyn  lady  deere. 

*  My  righte  lady,*  quod  this  wofiil  man, 
*  Whom  I  mooste  drede,  and  love  as  I 

best  kan, 
And  lothest  were  of  al  this  world  displese, 
Nere  it  that  I  for  yow  have  swich  disese 
That  Imoste  dyenheereat  you  re  foot  anon ; 
Noght  wolde  I  telle  how  me  is  wo  bigon. 
But  certes,  outher  moste  I  dye  or  pleyne. 
Ve  sle  me  giltelees  for  verray  peyne, 
But  of  my  deeth  thogh  that  ye  have  no 

routhe, 
Avyseth   yow,    er   that  ye   breke  youre 

trouthe.  1320 

Repenteth  yow,  for  thilke  God  above, 
Er  ye  me  sleen  by-cause  that  I  yow  love. 
For,  madame,  wel  ye  woot  what  ye  han 

hight,- 
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Nat  that  I  chalange  anythyng  of  right, 
Of  yow,   my  sovereyn  lady,   but  youre 

grace,— 
But  in  a  gardjm  yoml,  at  swich  a  place. 
Ye  woot  right  wel  what  ye  bihighten  me, 
And  in  myn  hand  youre  trouthe  plighten  ye 
To  love  me  best, — God  woot  ye  seyde  so, 
Al  be  that  I  unworthy  be  therto.         1330 
Madame,  I  sjjeke  it  for  the  honour  of  yow, 
Moore  than  to  save  myn  hcrtes  lyf  right  now, 
I  have  do  so  as  ye  comanded  me. 
And,  if  yc  vouchesauf,  ye  may  go  sec. 
Dooth  as  yow  list,  have  youre  bihestc  in 

mynde, 
For,  quyk  or  deed,  right  there  ye  shal  me 

fynde. 
In  yow  liih  al  to  do  me  l>'\'e  or  deye, — 
But  wel  I  woot  the  rokkcs  been  awcye.* 
He  takcth  his  leve  and  she  ostonietl 

stood  ; 
In  al  hir  fare  nas  a  dro|x:  of  hlcKxI,     1340 
She  wcnde  never  ban  ctmie  in  swich  a 

trapiMi ! 
*  Alias  ! '  (|uod  she,  *  that  ever  this  sholde 

haj^lH.', 
For  wende  1  never  by  possibilitee, 
That  swicli  a  monstre  or  mervcille  myghte 

IjC  ; 
It  is  agayns  ihe  proces  of  nature.' 
And  hooni  she  goth  a  sorweful  creature, — 
For  verray  feere  unnethc  may  she  go. 
She  wcixnh,  wailleth  al  a  day  or  two, 
And  swowncth,  tluit  it  routhe  was  to  see  ; 
But  why  it  was  to  no  wight  tolde  shee,   1350 
For  out  of  towne  w;us  g«x)n  Arveragus. 
But  to  hirself  she  si>ak,  and  seyde  thus, 
Willi  face  [Kile  and  with  ful  sorweful  cheer, 
In  hire  coniplcynt  as  ye  sh.il  after  hcere. 
*  Alias  ! '  (|iukI  she,  *  on  thee,  Fortune, 

I  pleyne. 
Thai  un war  wrapiwl  hast  me  inthycheyne, 
For  which  tc.">caix*  woot  I  no  s<Kour, 
Save  (H)nly  doclli  or  cllcs  dishonour. 
Oon  of  ihisc  Iwn  bihoveth  me  to  chese, 
But  nathclees  yet  liave  I  leverc  lesc    1360 
My  lif,  than  of  my  IxKly  have  a  shame, 
Or  kncAve  niyselven  fals,  or  Icse  my  name ; 

135s.  Al  noted  in  K,  the  stories  referred  to  in 
this  weaiisomc  complaint  are  all  taken  from  Si. 
Jerome's  trc-nti-tc,  Contra  JcvtHtanHm  (ch.  41, 
i  yAS'jtf.  ill  .Migne). 


And  with  my  deth  I  may  be  quyt,  y-wis ; 
Hath  ther  nat  many  a  noble  wyf  er  this. 
And  many  a  mayde,  y-slayn  hir  self,  alias ! 
Rather  than  with  hir  body  doon  trespas  ? 
*Yis,   ccrtes,   lo,   thise   stories  beren 

witnesse 
Whan  Thretty  Tirauntz  ful  of  cursednesse 
liaddeslayn  Phidoun,  in  Atthenes,  at  feste, 
They  comanded  his  doghtres  for  tareste, 
And  bryngen  hem  bifom  hem  in  despit, 
Al  naked,  to  fulfille  hir  foul  delit ; 
And  in  hir  fadres  blood  they  made  hem 

daunce 
Upon  the  pavement, — God  yevehcmmys- 

chauncc ! 
I'^or  which  thlsc  woful  maydens,fulofdrede, 
Rather  than  they  wolde  lese  hir  mayden- 

hede 
They  prively  been  stirt  into  a  welle. 
And  dreyntehemsclven,asthebookestd]e: 

*  Theyof  Mecene  leeteenquereandseke, 
f  )f  I..accdomye,  fifty  maydens  eke,  taSo 
On  whiche  they  wolden  doon  hir  lecheiye, 
But  was  ther  noon  of  al  that  oompaignye 
That  shenasslayn,  and  with  a  good  entente 
Chees  rather  for  to  dye,  than  assente 
To  l)een  oppressed  of  hir  maydenhede. 
Wliy  sholde  I  thanne  to  dye  been  in  drede? 

*  Lo,  eck  the  tiraunt  Arisfoclidcs, 
That  love<l  a  maydcn  hcet  Stymphalides, 
Whan  that  hir  fader  slayn  was  on  a  nyght. 
Unto  Dianes  temple  goth  she  right,  1390 
And  hente  the  ymagc  in  hir  handes  two. 
Fro  which  ymage  wolde  she  never  gp : 
No  wight  ne  myghte  hir  handes  of  it  aiaoe 
Til  she  was  slayn,  right  in  the  selve  place. 

*  Now  sith  that  maydens  haddcn  swich 

despit 
To  l)een  dcfouled  with  mannes  foul  delit, 
\VeI  oghte  a  wyf  rather  hirselven  slee 
Than  be  defoulcd,  as  it  thynketh  me. 

*  What  shal  I  seyn  of  Hasdrubales  w}'f 
That  at  Cartage  birafte  hirself  hir  lyf?  1400 
For  whan  she  saugh  that  Romayns  wan  the 

toun. 
She  took  hir  children alle,  and skipteadoim 
Into  the  fyr,  and  chees  rather  to  dye 
Than  any  Romayn  dide  hire  vileynyv. 


1379.  Aftctnty  Messenia. 

1387.  Arisi^lkltSy  tyrant  of  Orchomenin. 
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'  Hathnat  Lucresse  y-sla3rnhirself,  alias ! 
At  Rome,  whan  [that]  she  oppressed  was 
Of  Tarquyn  ?  for  hire  thoughte  it  was  a 

shame 
To  lyven  whan. she  hadde  loste  hir  name. 

•  The  sevcne  maydcns  of  Melesic,  also, 
Hanslaynhemself  forverray  drcde  and  wo. 
Rather  than  folk  of  Gawle  hem  shoide 

oppresse, — 
Mo  than  a  thousand  stories,  as  I  gesse, 
Koudc    I  now  telle   as   touchynge   this 

mateere. 
'  Whan  Ilabradate  was  slayn,  his  wyf 

so  decrc 
Ilirselven  slow,  and  leet  hir  blood  to  glyde 
In  Ilabxadates  woundes  dcpe  and  wydc, 
And  scyde,  "  My  body,  at  the  Icestc  way, 
Ther  shal  no  wight  defoulen,  if  I  may." 

•  What  shoide  I  mo  ensamples  heer-of 

sayn? 
Sith  thatso  manye  han  hemselvcn  slayn  1420 
Wcl  rather  than  they  wolde  defoulcd  be, 
I  wol  conclude  that  it  is  bet  for  me 
To  sleen  myself  than  been  defouled  thus. 
1  wol  be  trewe  unto  Ar\'eragus, 
(>r  rather  sleen  myself  in  some  mancrc, 
As  dide  Dcmodones  doghter  deere 
Hy -cause  that  she  wolde  nat  defouled  be. 
O  Cedasus,  it  is  ful  greet  pitee 
To  reden  how  thy  doghtren  deyde,  alias  ! 
That  slowe  hemself  for  swich  a  mancre 
cas.  X430 

.\5  greet  a  pitee  was  it,  or  wcl  moore, 
The  Theban  mayden  that  for  Nichanore 
F  lirselven  slow,  right  for  swich  manere  wo. 
Another  Theban  mayden  dide  right  so. 
For  oon  of  Macidonye  hadde  hire  oppressed 
She  with  hir  deeth  hir  maydenhede  re- 
dressed. 
Wliat  shal  I  seye  of  Nicerates  wyf. 
That  for  swich  cas  birafte  hirself  hir  lyf? 
How  trewe  eek  was  to  Alcebiades 

Z409.  MiUsut  Mileua. 

141^^.  Nahradaie.  See  Xenopbon,  Cyropedia^ 
lib.  vii.,  for  the  story  erf*  Abradates  and  Panthea. 

1436.  Dtmoewnts  dtgkUr,  On  the  death  of 
Let  betrothed,  Leostbenes.  she  killed  herself 
rather  than  take  another  as  husband. 

X433.  JVjrV>l«N»^»  refused  by  the  Theban  maiden 
because  be  was  bcr  conqueror. 

S437*  Jiic€rmi€S  t^,  at  the  time  of  the  Thirty 
Tyrauits. 


His  love,  that  rather  for  to  dyen  chees  1440 
Than  for  to  sufTre  his  body  unburjed  be  ? 
Ix>,  which  a  wyf  was  Alccste,'  (juod  she. 
*  What  scith  Omer  of  goode  Penalopce  ? 
Al  Grece  knoweth  of  hire  chastitee. 
Pardee^  of  Laodomya  is  writen  thus, 
That  whan  at  Troie  was  sla}Ti  Protheselaus, 
No  lengcr  wolde  she  \yiQ  after  his  day. 
The  same  of  noble  Porcia  telle  I  maye  ; 
With(nitc  Brutus  koudc  she  nat  lyve, 
To  whom  she  hadde  al  hool  hir  herte  yive. 
The  |xirfit  wyfhod  of  Arthemesie        1451 
Ilonurcd  is  thurgh  al  the  Barbaric. 

0  Teuta,  queene,  thy  wyfly  chastitee 
To  allc  wyves  may  a  mirour  bee. 
The  same  thjTig  I  seye  of  Bilyea, 
Of  Ko<logone,  and  eek  Valeria.' 

Thus  pleyned  Dorigene  a  day  or  twcye, 
Pur|x>synge  ever  that  she  wolde  dcye  ; 
But  nathelees  upon  the  thriddc  nyght    1459 

1  loom  cam  Arveragus,  this  worthy  knyght, 
Andasked  hirewhythat  sheweei-)esos<X)re, 
And  she  gan  wepen  ever  lenger  the  moore. 

*  Alias  !  *  quod  she,  *  that  ever  I  was 

l)orn  ! 
Thus  have  I  seyd,'  quod  she,  'thus  have 

I  sworn,' — 
And  toold  h)Tn  al,  as  ye  han  herd  biforc, 
It  nedeth  nat  reherce  it  yow  nanioorc. 
This  housbonde,  with  glad  chicre,   in 

freendly  wyse, 
Answerde  and  seydc  as  I  shal  yow  dovysc, 
'  Is  ther  oght  elles,  Dorigen,  but  this  ? ' 

*  Nay,  nay,'  quod  she,  *  CJod  heliK*  me 

so  as  wys  !  1470 

This  is  to  muche,and  itwereGoddcswille.* 

*  Ve,  wyf,'  quod  he,  *  lat  slecixin  that 

is  stille. 
It  may  be  wel,  |>ara venture,  yet  to  day  ; 
\'e  shul  youre  trouthe  holden,  by  my  fay  ! 
For  God  so  wisly  have  mercy  upon  me, 
I  hadde  wel  levere  y-stikcd  for  to  be. 
For  verray  love  which  that  I  to  yow  have, 
But  if  ye  shoide  youre  trouthe  kci>c  and 

save  ! 

1451.  Arthemesie^  of  Carta,  wife  of  M.iusolus, 
whose  tomb  she  built. 

J 453.   Teuta,  yueen  of  lUyria. 

1454,  Z455.  ])iliawas  the  wife  of  Duilius,  consul 
260  B.C. ;  Khodogone,  daughter  of  Darius,  killed 
her  nurse  for  )>uggesting  a  second  marriage. 
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Trouthe  is  the  hyeste  thyng  that  man  may 

kei>e,'—  1479 

But  with  that  word  he  brast  anon  to  wepe, 

And  seyde,  *  I  yow  forbede,  up  peyne  of 

dceth, 
That  never  whil  thee  lasteth  lyf  ne  breeth, 
To  no  wight  telle  thou  of  this  dventure, — 
vVs  I  may  best  I  wol  my  wo  endure, — 
Ne  make  no  contenance  of  he\'ynesse 
That  folk  of  yow  may  demen  harm  or  gesse.  * 
And  forth  he  cleped  a  squier  and  a  mayde ; 

*  Ciootli  forth,  anon,   with  Dorigen,*  he 

sayde, 

*  And  brj-ngeth  hire  toswich  a  place,  anon.* 
They  take  hir  leve  and  on  hir  wey  theygon. 
But  they  ne  wiste  why  she  thider  wcnte  : 
I  le  nolde  no  wight  tellen  his  entente. 

Paraventure  an  heepe  of  yow,  y-wis, 
Wol  holden  hym  a  lewed  man  in  this. 
That  he  wol  putte  his  wyf  in  jupartie. 
Herkneth  llie  tale,  er  ye  upon  hire  crie  ; 
She  may  have  bettrc  fortune  than  yow 

semeth  ; 
And,  whan  that  ye  han  herd  the  tale, 

dcmeth. 
This  squier,  which  that  highte  Aurelius, 
On  Dorigen  that  was  so  amorus,         1500 
Of  aventure  happed  hire  to  meete 
Amydde  the  toun,  right  in  the  quykkest 

strete, 
As  she  was  bown  to  goon  the  wey  forth  right 
Toward  the  gardjTi,  ther  as  she  had  hight ; 
And  he  was  to  the  gardynward  also ; 
For  wel  he  spyed  whan  she  wolde  go 
Out  of  hir  hous  to  any  maner  place  ; 
But  thus  they  mette,  of  ^venture  or  grace. 
And  he  saleweth  hire  with  glad  entente. 
And  asked  of  hire  whiderward  she  wente  ; 
And  she  answ^rde,  half  as  she  were  mad, 

*  Unto  the  gardyn,  as  myn  housbonde  bad. 
My  trouthe  for  to  holde,  alias  !  alias  1 ' 

Aurelius  gan  wondren  on  this  cas. 
And  in  his  hertc  hadde  greet  com])assioun 
Of  hire  and  of  hire  lamentacioun, 
And  of  Arveragus,  the  worthy  knyght, 
Tliat  bad  hire  holden  al  that  she  had  hight, 
So  louth  hym  was  his  wyf  sholde  brake  hir 
trouthe ; 


X481.  of^  om.  £. 
1503.  Mv/N,  ready. 


And  in  his  herte  he  caughte  of  this  greet 

routhe,  i5» 

Considerynge  the  beste  on  every  syde, 
That  fro  his  lust  yet  were  hym  levercabyde, 
Than  doon  so  heigh  a  cherjyssh  wreccbed- 

nesse 
Agayns  franchise  and  alle  gentillesse ; 
For  which  in  fewe  wordes  seyde  he  thus : 
*  Madame,  seyeth  to  youre  lord,  An-er- 

agus, 
That  sith  I  sc  his  grete  gentillesse  ; 
To  yow,  and  eek  I  se  wel  yonre  distresse, 
That  him  were  levere  han  shame, — and 

that  were  routhe, — 
Than  ye  to  me  sholde  breke  thus  youre 

trouthe,  1530 

I  have  wel  levere  ever  to  suffire  wo, 
Than  I  departe  the  love  bitwiz  yow  twa 
I  yow  relesse,  madame,  into  youre  hond, 
Quyt  every  surement  and  every  bond 
That  ye  han  maad  to  me  as  heer  bifom, 
Sith  thilke  tyme  which  that  ye  weie  bom. 
My  trouthe  I  plighte,  I  shal  yow  never 

repreve 
(^f  no  biheste,  and  heere  I  take  my  lew. 
As  of  the  treweste  and  the  beste  wyf, 
That  ever  yet  I  knew  in  al  my  lyf.     is4» 
But  every  wyf  be  war  of  hire  biheeste ; 
On  Dorigene  remembreth,  atte  leeste. 
Thus  kan  a  squier  doon  a  gentil  dede 
^\s  wel  as  kan  a  knyght,  withouten  drede.* 
She  thonketh  h>-m  upon  hir  knees  tl 

bare, 
And  hoom  unto  hir  housbonde  is  she  fiue, 
And  tolde  hym  al,  as  ye  han  herd  me  sayd : 
And  be  ye  siker  he  was  so  weel  apayd 
That  it  were  inpossfblc  me  to  wxyte. 
What  sholde  I  lenger  of  this  cas  endyte  ? 
Arveragus  and  Dorigene  his  wyf    1551 
In  sovereyn  blisse  leden  forth  hir  lyf; 
Never  eft  ne  was  ther  angre  hem  bitwene. 
He  cherisseth  hire,  as  though  she  were  a 

queene. 
And  she  was  to  hym  trewe  for  evermoore. 
Of  thise  folk  ye  gete  of  me  namoore. 

Aurelius,  that  his  cost  hath  all  forlorn, 
Curseth  the  tyme  that  ever  he  was  bom. 
*  Alias  !'  quod  he,  *  alias,  that  I  faih^te 
Of  purcd  gold  a  thousand  pound  of  wighte 
Unto  this  philosophre  I     How  shal  I  do? 
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x>re  but  that  I  am  fordo ; 
tage  moot  I  nedes  selle, 
a  beggere ;  heere  may  I  nat  d  welle 
(len  al  my  kynrede  in  this  place, 
fiym  may  gete  bettre  grace  ; 
ilees  I  wole  of  hym  assaye 
n  dayes,  yeer  by  yeer,  to  paye, 
ke  hym  of  his  grete  curteisye. 
e  wol  I  kepe,  I  wol  nat  lye.  *    1 570 
erte  soor  he  gooth  unto  his  cofre, 
hte  gold  unto  this  philosophre, 
:  of  fyve  hundred  pound,  I  gesse, 

bisecheth,  of  his  gentillesse, 
te  hym  dayes  of  the  remenaunt, 
.',  'Maister,  Idarwelmakeavaunt 
lever  of  my  trouthe  as  yit, 
y  my  dette  shal  be  quyt 

yow,  however  that  I  fare 
.-begged  in  my  kirtle  bare;    1580 
\  ye  vouchesauf,  upon  seuretee, 
,  or  thre,  for  to  respiten  me, 
ere  I  wel,  for  elles  moot  I  selle 
age  ;  ther  is  namoore  to  telle.* 
lilosophre  sobrely  answerde, 
e  thus,  whan  he  thise  wordes 
rde : 
lat  holde  covenant  unto  thee  ? ' 


:es,  wel  and  trewely,*  quod  he. 

oat  had  thy  lady  as  thee  liketh?'i|^    Lordynges, 


Than  that  his  wyf  were  of  hir  trouthe  fals ' ; 
The  sorwe  of  Dorigen  he  tolde  h)rm  als, — 
How  looth  hire  was  to  been  a  wikked  w)rf, 
And  that  she  lever  e  had  lost  that  day  hir  lyf, 
And  that  hir  trouthe  she  swoor  thurgh 

innocence,  x6ox 

She  never  erst  herd  speke  of  apparence ; 
*  That  made  me  han  of  hire  so  greet  pitee, 
And  right  as  frely  as  he  sente  hire  me. 
As  frely  sente  I  hire  to  hym  ageyn  ; 
This  is  al  and  som,  ther  is  namoore  to  seyn.  * 
This    philosophre   answerde,    *  Leeve 

brother, 
Everich  of  yow  dide  gentilly  til  other ; 
Thou  art  a  squier,  and  he  is  a  knyght, 
But  God  forbede,  for  his  blisful  myght,  16x0 
But  if  a  clerk  koude  doon  a  gentil  dede. 
As  wel  as  any  of  yow,  it  is  no  drede. 

*  Sire,  I  releesse  thee  thy  thousand  pound 
As  thou  right  now  were  cropen  out  of  the 

ground, 
Ne  never  er  now  ne  haddest  knowen  me ; 
For,  sire,  I  wol  nat  taken  a  peny  of  thee 
For  al  my  craft,  ne  noght  for  my  travaille. 
Thou  hast  y-payed  wel  for  my  vitaille ; 
It  is  ynogh,  and  farewel,  have  good  day  ! ' 
And  took  his  hors,  and  forth  he  goth  his  way. 


juodhe,  andsorwefullyhesiketh. 
5  the  cause ;  tel  me  if  thou  kan. ' 
lis  tale  anon  bigan, 
hjon  al,  as  ye  han  herd  bifoore ; 
nat  to  yow  reherce  it  moore. 
le,  'Arveragus,  of  gentillesse, 
ere  dye  in  sorwe  and  in  distresse, 


this    questioun,    thanne. 


wolde  I  aske  now,  Y  1621 

Which  was  the  mooste  fre,  as  thynketh 

yow? 
Now  telleth  me,  er  that  ye  ferther  wende. 
I  kan  namoore,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende. 

1620.  Oiaucer  has  forgotten  that  Aurelius  cam« 
to  the  philosopher,  not  the  philosopher  to  Aurelius. 


GROUP  G 


OND  NUN'S  TALE 

^ge  of  the  Siconde  Nonius  Tale 

inistre  and  the  norice  unto  vice 
It  men  clepe  in  Englissh  ydel- 


sse. 


Nomus  TaUf  a  translation,  at  first 
rards  free,  of  the  life  of  St.  Cecilia  in 
a  Anna  of  Jacobus  de  Voragine. 
OQ  idleness  were  orobably  suggested 
)gue  of  the  Frencn  translator,  J  ehan 


That  porter  at  the  gate  is  of  delices. 
To  eschue,  and  by  hire  contrarie  hire 

oppresse, — 
That  is  to  seyn,  by  levefiil  bisynesse, — 
Wel  oghten  we  to  don  al  oure  entente, 
Lest  that  the  feend  thurgh  ydelnesse  us 

hente. 


de  Vignay,  but  in  the  Tale  Chaucer  follows  the 
Latin. 
3.  poritr,  as  in  the  Roman  dt  la  Ros*. 
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For  he  that  with  his  thousand  cordes  slye 
Continuelly  us  waiteth  to  biclappe,  9 
Whan  he  may  man  in  ydelnesse  espye, 
1  lekanso  lightlycacche  hymin  his  trappe, 
Til  that  a  man  be  hent  right  by  the  lapi)e, 
lie  nys  nat  war  the  fccnd  hath  hym  in 

honde  : 
Wei    oghte    us   werclie,    and   ydelnesse 

withstondc. 

And  though  men  dradden  never  for  to  dye, 
^'et  seen  men  wel  by  resoun,  doutclees, 
That  ydelnesse  is  roten  slogardye, 
Of   which  ther  never   comth   no   gootl 

encrccs ; 
And  seen  that  slouthe  hir  holdeth  in  a  lees 
Oonly  to  slope  and  for  to  ete  and  drynke, 
And  to  devourcn  al  that  othere  swynk.  ai 

And  for  to  ])utte  us  fro  swich  ydelnesse, 
That  cause  is  of  so  greet  confusioun, 
I  have  hocr  doon  my  feithful  bisjiiesse, 
After  the  Legende,  in  translacioun, 
Right  of  tliy  glorious  lif  and  passioun, 
Thou  with  thy  gerland  wroght  with  rose 

and  lilie, — 
Thee,  meene  I,  maydc  and  martir,  seint 

Cecil  ie. 

Invocacio  ad  Maviam 

And  ihow  that  flour  of  vii^ines  art  alle, 
( >f  whom  that  Bernard  list  so  wel  to  write ; 
To  thee,  at  my  big)*nnyng,  first  I  call,  31 
Thou  confort  of  us  wrecches,  do  me  endite 
Thy  maydens  decth,   that  wan    thurgh 

hire  merite. 
The  eterncl  lyf,  and  of  the  feend  victorie 
As  man  may  after  reden  in  hire  storie. 

Thow  maydc  and    moodcr,   doghter  of 

thy  sone, 
Thow  wellc  of  mercy,  synful  soules  cure, 
In  whom  that  God,  for  bountee,  checs  to 

wone, 
Thow   humble,    and   heigh   over   every 

creature,  39 

:i6-56.  ThcMi  three  stanzas  are  partly  a  trans- 
lation of  s\A\\c.  of  the  fir»t  twenty-one  lines  of 
l)arile*s  J'aratfiso,  Cant.  33,  or  perhaps  of  some 
Latin  prayer  or  hyniii  which  Dante  may  have 
imitated. 


Thow  nobiedest  so  ferforth  oure  nature, 
That  no  desdeyn  the  Makere  hadde  ofkynde 
II is  sone  in  blood  and  flessh  to  dotbe 
and  wynde. 

Withinnc  the  cloistre  blisful  of  thy  S)*dis 
Took  mannes  shape  the  etemeel  Lore 

and  Pees, 
That  of  the  tryne  compas  lord  and  gydeis, 
Whom  erthe,  and  see,,  and  hevene,  out 

of  relees, 
Ay  herycn  ;  and  thou  virgine  wemmelea 
Haar  of  thy  body,  and  dweltest  mayden 

pure, 
The  creatour  of  every  creature. 

Assembled  is  in  thee  magnificence,  so 
With  mercy,  goodnesse,  and  with  swich 

pitee. 
That  thou,  that  art  the  Sonne  of  excellence, 
Nat  oonly  helpest  hem  that  preyen  thee, 
}{ut  often  tyme,  of  thy  benygnytee, 
Ful  frely,  er  that  men  thyn  help  faisedie, 
'I'hou  goost  bifom  and  art  hir  lyves  ledie. 

Now  help,  thow  meeke  and  blisful  foire 

mayde, 
Me  flemed  wrecche  in  this  desert  of  galk; 
Thynk  on  the  womman  Cananee,  that  siyde 
That  whelpes  eten  somme  of  the  crommes 

alle  60 

That  from  hir  lordes  table  been  y-falle. 
And  though  that  I,  unworthy  sone  of  Eve, 
Be  synful,  yet  accepte  my  bileve. 

And  for  that  fei  this  deed  withoutenwerkis, 
So,  for  to  werken,  yif  me  wit  and  space, 
That  I  be  quit  fro  thennes  that  moost 

derk  is. 
O  thou  that  art  so  fair  and  ful  of  grace. 
Be  myn  adv6cat  in  that  heighe  place, 
Theras  withouten  ende  is  songe  Osanne, 
Thow  Cristes  mooder,  doghter  deere  of 

Anne !  70 

And  of  thy  light  my  soule  in  prison  lighte. 
That  troubled  is  by  the  contagioun 

63.  s&H*  of  Ev€.  The  phrase  (qiu  1.  78,  rtdcm 
that  I  wnU)  »howt  that  this  legend  was  noK 
written  as  one  of  the  Canterbuiy  laics. 
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f  body,  and  also  by  the  wighte 
:hely  lust  and  fals  affeccioun  ! 
rene  of  refut,  O  salvacioun 
en  that  been  in  sorweandin  distresse, 
lelpe,  fortomy  werk  I  wol  me  dresse ! 

reye  I  yow  that  reden  that  I  write, 
:ve  roe  that  I  do  no  diligence 
like  stone  subtilly  to  endite,  80 
othe  have  I  the  wordes  and  sentence 
m  that  at  the  seintes  reverence 
toriewroot,  and  folwenhire  legende ; 
r  yow  that  ye  wole  my  werk  amende. 

Interpretacio  nomtnis  CecilU 

St  wolde  I  yow  the  name  of  Seinte 

Cecile 
wne,  as  men  may  in  hir  stone  see. 
o  seye  in  Englissh  '  hevenes  lilie,' 
ture  chaastnesse  of  virginitee, 
r  she  whitnesse  hadde  of  honestee, 
rrene  of  conscience,  and  of  good  fame 
oote  savour,  lilie  was  hir  name  ;  91 

-cile  is  to  seye  *  the  wey  to  blynde,' 
he  ensample  was  by  good  techynge ; 
les  Cecile,  as  I  writen  fynde, 
ned  by  a  manere  conjoynynge 
hevene'  and   Mia,'  and  heere,  in 

figuiynge, 
hevene'is  set  for  thoghtof  hoolynesse 
'  lia '  for  hire  lastynge  bbynesse. 

s  may  eek  be  seyd  in  this  manere 
ktynge  of  bljrndnesse,'  for  hir  grete 

light  xoo 

pience,  and  for  hire  thewes  cleere  ; 
lesy  loo,  this  maydens  name  bright 
levene '  and  <  leos  *  comth,  for  which 

by  right 
myghte  hire  wel  the  hevene  of  peple 

calle, 
nple  of  goode  and  wise  werkes  alle. 

leos ' '  peple '  in  Englissh  is  to  seye ; 
right  as  men  may  in  the  hevene  see 

B7.  koftmt  iUit,  'coOi Ulia.* 

93.  tfu  wey  t0  olymlet  'caeds  via.' 

IO>   UC*y  Gk.  Ar«HC. 


The   Sonne,    and    moone,    and    sterres, 

every  weye. 
Right  so  men  goostly  in  this  mayden  free 
Syen  of  feith  the  magnanymytee,         no 
And  eek  the  cleemesse  hool  of  sapience, 
And  sondry  werkes  brigbte  of  excellence. 

And  right  so  as  thise  philosophres  write 
That  hevene  is  swift,  and  round,  and  eek 

brenn3rnge, 
Right  so  was  faire  Cecilie  the  white, 
Ful  swift  and  bisy  ever,  in  good  werkynge ; 
And  round  and  hool  in  good  pers^verynge. 
And  brennynge  ever  in  charite  ful  brigbte : 
Now  have  I  yow  declared  what  she  highte. 

ffere  bigynneth  The  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale 
of  the  lyf  of  Seinte  Cecile 

This  mayden  bright,  Cecile,  as  hir  lif 

seith,  lao 

Was  comen  of  Romayns  and  of  noble 

kynde,  * 

And  from  hir  cradel  up  fostred  in  the  feith 
Of  Crist,  and  bar  his  gospel  in  hir  mynde. 
She  never  cessed,  as  I  writen  fynde, 
Of  hir  preyere,  and  God  to  love  and  drede, 
Bisekynge  hym  to  kepe  hir  maydcnhede. 

And  whan  this  mayden  sholde  unto  a  man 
Y-wedded  be,  that  was  ful  yong  of  age. 
Which  that  y-cleped  was  Valerian, 
And  day  was  comen  of  hir  marriage,  130 
She  ful  devout  and  humble  in  hire  corage, 
Under  hir  robe  of  gold  that  sat  ful  faire, 
Hadde  next  hire  flessh  y-clad  hire  in  an 
haire  ; 

And  whil  the  organs  maden  melodie. 
To  God  allone  in  herte  thus  sang  she  : 
*  O  Lord,   my  soule  and  eek  my  body 

gye 

Unwemmed,  lest  that  I  confounded  be'; 
And  for  his  love  that  dyde  upon  a  tree, 
Every  seconde  or  thridde  day  she  faste 
Ay  biddy nge  in  hire  orisons  ful  faste.    140 

The  nyght  cam,  and  to  bedde  moste 
she  gon 
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Withliirehousbonde,asoflc  is  themanere, 
And  pryvely  to  hym  she  seyde  anon, 

*  O  swectc  and  wcl-bilovcd  spouse  deere, 
Ther  is  a  conseil,  and  ye  wolde  it  heere, 
Which  that  right  fayn  I  wolde  unto  yow 

seye, 
So  that  ye  swere  ye  shul  it  nat  biwreye.* 

Valerian  gan  faste  unto  hire  swere 
That  for  no  cas,  ne  thyng  that  myghtc  be, 
He  sholde  never  mo  biwreyen  here  ;  150 
And  than  lie  at  erst  to  hym  thus  seyde  she  : 

*  I  have  an  aungel  which  that  loveth  me, 
That  with  greet  love,  wher  so  I  wake  or 

sleepe, 
Is  redy  ay  my  body  for  to  kepe ; 

And  if  that  he  may  feelen,  out  of  drede, 
That  ye  me  touche  or  love  in  vilejmye, 
lie  right  anon  wol  sle  yow  with  the  dcde, 
And  in  youre  yowthe  thus  ye  sholden  dye ; 
And  if  that  ye  in  clenc  love  me  gye, 
He  wol  yow  loven  as  me  for  youre  clcnnesse. 
And  shewen  yow  his  joye  and  his 
brightnesses  161 

Valerian,  corrected  as  God  wolde, 
Answerde  agayn,  *  If  I  shal  trusten  thee 
I^nt  me  that  aungel  se,  and  hym  biholde, 
And  if  that  it  a  verray  angel  bee, 
Thanne  wol  I  doon  as  thou  hast  prayed  me ; 
And  if  thou  love  another  man,  for  sothe, 
Right  with  this  swerd  thanne  wol  I  sle 
yow  bothe  ! ' 

Cccilc  answerde  anon  right  in  thiswise : 
'  If  that  yow  list,  the  angel  shul  ye  see. 
So  that  ye  trowe  in  Crist,  and  yow  baptize. 
Gooth  forth  to  Via  Apia^*  quod  shee, 

*  That  fro  this  toun  nestant  but  miles  three. 
And  to  the  poure  folkcs  that  ther  dwelle 
Seyhem  right  thus  as  that  I  shal  yow  telle. 

*  Tell  hem  that  I,  Cecile,  yow  to  hem 

scnte 

142.  as  oftf  is  the  rnartrrt,  Chaucer's  tag.  Cp. 
aHii ye  u'ohfv  it  heere ^  1.  145  ;  tvher  so  I  wake  or 
sleepe^  1.  153,  and  many  more. 

172.  \  'ia  Apia.  Chaucer  seems  to  take  this  as 
the  name  of  a  place.  The  T.atin  says  *  the  third 
milestone  on  the  Apptan  road.' 


To  shewen  yow  the  goode  Urban  the  otde, 
For  secree  needes,  and  for  good  entente; 
And  whan  that  ye  Seint  Urban  han  biholde. 
Telle  hym  the  wordes  whiche  that  I  yow 

tolde,  iBo 

And  whan  that  he  hath  purged  yow  fro 

synne, 
Thanne  shul  ye  see  that  angel,  er  ye 

tw)mne.' 

Valerian  is  to  the  place  y-goo. 
And  right  as  hym  was  taught  by  his 

lemynge, 
He  foond  this  hooly  olde  Urban  anon. 
Among  the  seintes  buryeles  lotynge ; 
And  he  anon,  withouten  tariynge, 
Dide  his  message ;  and  whan  that  he  it 

tolde. 
Urban  for  joye  his  handes  gan  up  holde; 

The  teeris  from  his  ejren  leet  he  falle.  190 
*Almyghty    Lord!       O    Jheso    Crist,' 

quod  he, 
'  Sower  of  chast  conseil,  hierde  of  usallCi 
The  fruyt  of  thilke  seed  of  chastitee 
That  thou  hast  sowein  Cecile,  taak  to  thee! 
Lo,  lyk  a  bisy  bee,  withouten  gile, 
Thee  serveth  ay  thyn  owene  thral  Cedk; 

For  thilke  spouse  that  she  took  right  now, 
Ful  lyk  a  fiers  leoun,  she  sendeth  heere 
As  meke  as  ever  was  any  lamb,  to  yow': 
And  with  that  word  anon  ther  gan  appere 
An  oold  man,  clad  in  white  clothes  deere, 
That  hadde  a  book  with  lettie  of  gold, 

in  honde. 
And  gan  bifore  Valerian  to  stonde. 

Valerian,  as  deed,  fil  doun  for  drede 
Whan  he  hym  saugh,  and  he  up  hente 

hym  tho. 
And  on  his  book  right  thus  he  gan  to  rede: 
*  O  Lord,  o  feith,  o  God,  withouten  mo; 
O  Cristendom,  and  Fader  of  alle  also, 
Aboven  alle,  and  over  alle,  everywhere'; 
Thise  wordes  al  with  gold  y-wriien  were^ 

195.  hi^  beef  Latin:  'apb  arfamenum,*  • 
delightful jphraM  for  CeciKa. 
95tL  O  CrittttuUnm,  Ladn:  'oaiimbapcii 
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was  rad,  thanne  sejrde  this 
h  man,  an 

V  this  thyng  ;  or  no  ?     Sey  yc 
lay.' 

this  thyng,'  quod  Valerian, 
r  thyng  than  this,  I  dar  wel  say, 
hevene  no  wight  thynke  may. ' 
shed  this  olde  man,  he  nyste 
;re, 
Jrban  hym  cristned  right  there. 

gooth  hoom  and  fynt  Cecile 
his   chambre   with   an  angel 
ide. 

hadde  of  roses  and  of  lilie   aao 
^o,  the  which  he  bar  in  honde ; 

0  Cecile,  as  I  understonde, 

t  oon,  and  after  gan  he  take 

1  to  Valerian,  hir  make. 

ly  clene,  and  with  unwemmed 
ght, 

wel  thise  c6rones,'  quod  he  ; 
lys  to  yow  have  I  hem  broght, 
no  ne  shal  they  roten  bee, 
'  soote  savour,  tnisteth  me  ; 
ight  shal  seen  hem  with  his  eye, 
chaast  and  hate  vileynye  ;  331 

Valerian,  for  thow  so  soone 
t  to  good  conseil  also, 
thee  list,  and  thou  shalt  han 

boone.* 

brother,'  quod  Valerian  tho, 
[lis  world  I  love  no  man  so ; 
that  my  brother  may  han  grace 
he  trouthe,  as  I  do  in  this  place. ' 

leyde,  'God  liketh  thyrequeste, 
with  the  palm  of  martirdom 
come  unto  his  blissful  feste ' ; 

that  word  Tiburce  his  brother 

J, 

that  he  the  savour  undemom 

t  the  roses  and  the  lilies  caste, 

lis  herte  he  gan  to  wondre  £iiste ; 

*  I  wondre,  this  tyme  of  the  yeer, 
hat  soote  savour  cometh  so 


kit  MurfulfttUt  'ad  Douunum.' 


Of  rose  and  lilies  that  I  smelle  heer  ; 
For  though  I  hadde  hem  in  mjrne  handes 
two  a49 

The  savour  myghte  in  me  no  depper  go; 
The  sweete  smel  that  in  myn  herte  I  fynde 
Hath  chaunged  me  al  in  another  kynde.' 

Valerian  seyde,  *Twoc6rones  han  we. 
Snow  white  and  rose  reed,  that  shynen 

cleere, 
Whiche  that  thyne  eyen  han  no  myght 

to  see; 
And  as  thou  smellest  hem  thorgh  my 

preyere. 
So  shaltow  seen  hem,  leeve  brother  deere. 
If  it  so  be  thou  wolt,  withouten  slouthe, 
Bileve  aright  and  knowen  verray  trouthe.' 

Tiburce  answerde,  '  Seistow  this  to  me 
In  soothnesse,  or  in  dreem  I  herkne  this?' 
'  In  dremes,'  quod  Valerian,  *  han  we  be 
Unto  this  tyme,  brother  mjrn,  y-wis ; 
But  now  at  erst  in  trouthe  our  dwellyng  is.' 
*  How  woostow  this,'  quod  Tiburce,  *  in 

what  wyse  ? ' 
Quod  Valerian,  'That  shal  I  thee  devyse. 

The  aungel  of  God  hath  me  the  trouthe 

y-taught. 
Which  thou  shalt  seen,  if  that  thou  wolt 

reneye 
The  ydoles,  andbeclene,  andell^  naught.' 
(And  of  themyracleof  thiscc6rones  tweye, 
Seint  Ambrose  in  his  preface  list  toseye, — 
Solempnely  this  noble  doctour  deere 
Commendeth  it,  and  seith  in  this  manere : 

'  The  palm  of  martirdom  for  to  rcceyve 
Seinte  Cecile,  fulfild  of  Goddes  yifte. 
The  world  and  eek  hire  chambre  gan  she 

weyve; 
Witnesse  Tyburces  and  Valerians  shrifte. 
To  which  God  of  his  bountee  wolde  shifte 
C6rones  two  of  floures  wel  smellynge. 
And  made  his  angel  hem  the  corones 

btynge ;  »8o 

The  mayde  hath  broght  thise  men  to 
blisse  above ; 

351.  '  Ita  sum  refectus.' 
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The  world  hath  wist  what  it  b  worth 

certeyn, 
Devocioun  of  chastitee  to  love.*) 
Thoshewed  hymCecile,al open  and  pleyn, 
That  alle  ydoles  nys  but  a  thyng  in  veyn ; 
For  they  been  dombe  and  therto  they 

been  deve, 
And  charged  hym  his  ydoles  for  to  leve. 

*  Who  so  that  troweth  nat  this,  a  beest 

he  is,* 

Quod  tho  Tiburce,  *  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye,* 

And  shegan  kisse  his  brest  that  herde  this. 

And  was  ful  glad  he  koude  trouthe  espye. 

*  This  day  I  take  thee  for  myn  allye,* 
Seyde  this  blissful,  faire  maydc,  deere. 
And  after  that  she  seyde  as  ye  may  heere : 

*  Lo,  right  so  as  the  love  ofCrist,*quod  she, 

*  Made  me  thy  brotheres  wyf,  right  in 

that  wise 
Anon  for  myn  allye  heer  take  I  thee, 
Syn  that  thou  wolt  thyne  ydoles  despise ; 
Go  with  thy  brother  now,  and  thee  baptise. 
And  make  thee  clene  so  that  thou  mowe 

biholde  300 

The  angeles  face,  of  which  thy  brother 

tolde.* 

Tiburce  answerde  and  seyde,  *  Brother 
dere. 
First  tell  me  whider  I  shal,  and  to  what 
man?' 

*  To  whom  ?  *  quod  he  ;  *  com  forth  with 

right  good  cheere ; 
I  wol  thee  lede  unto  the  Pope  Urban.* 

*  Til  Urban,  brother  myn  Valerian  ?' 
Quod  tho  Tiburce  ;   *  woltow  me  thider 

lede? 
Me  thynketh  that  it  were  a  wonder  dede. 

Ne  menestow  nat  Urban,'  quod  he  tho, 
'  That  is  so  ofte  dampned  to  be  deed,    310 
And  woneth  in  halkes  alwey  to  and  fro, 
And  dar  nat  ones  putte  forth  his  heed  ? 
Men  sholde  hym  brennen  in  a  fyr  so  reed, 
If  he  were  founde,  or  that  men  myghte 

hym  spye, 
And  we  also  to  bere  hym  compaignye  ; 


397.  '  Hodie  te  fateor  meum  esse  cosnatum/  I 
own  you  are  really  of  my  Idn. 


And  whil  we  seken  thilke  divinitee. 
That  is  y-hid  in  hevene  pryvely, 
Algate  y-brend  in  this  world  shal  we  be  !* 

To  whom  Cedle  answerde  boldly, 

'  Men  myghten  dreden  wd  and  skilfully 

This  lyf  tolese,  myneowene  deere  brother, 

If  this  were  lyvynge  oonly,  and  noon 

oother ; 

But  ther  is  bettre  lif  in  oother  place. 
That  never  shal  be  lost,  ne  drede  thee 

noght. 
Which  Goddes  sone  us  tolde  thnigh  his 

grace ; 
That  Fad  res  sone  hath  allethyngy-wrpght, 
And  al  that  wroght  is  with  a  skUftil  tboght 
The  Goost,  that  fro  the  Fader  gan  precede. 
Hath  sowled  hem,  withouten  any  drede. 

By  word  and  by  myrade,  Goddes  sone. 
Whan  he  was  in  this  world,  dedaied  heere 
That  ther  was  oother  lyf  ther  men  may 

wone.* 
To  whom  answerde  Tiburce,  *  O  sustei 

deere, 
Ne  seydestow  right  now  in  this  manere, 
*<  Ther  nys  but  o  God,  lord  in  soothiast- 

nesse,** — 
And  now  of  three  how  maystow  bere 

witnesse  ?  * 

*  That  shal  I  tell^'  quod  she,  <ere  I  ga 
Right  as  a  man  hath  sapiences  three, 
Memorie,  engjm,  and  intellect  also, 
So  in  o  beynge  of  divinitee  349 

Thr^  persones  may  ther  right  wel  bee  * ; 
Tho  gan  she  hym  fill  bisely  to  preche 
Of  Cristes  come,  and  of  his  peynes  teche; 

And  many  pointes  of  his  passionn. 
How  Goddes  sone  in  this  world  wis 

withholde 
To  doon  mankynde  playn  remissimip. 
That  was  y-bounde  in  synne  and  cares 

colde ; 
Al  this  thyng  she  unto  Tiboioe  tolde, 

32a.  '  Si  haec  sola  esMt  vita.* 

ylb.  Hitherto  Qiauoer  ha»  trantlatnl  litcmlly, 
oniY  eking  out  bis  stanias  with  tnn ;  he  now 
bezins  toaoridge,  at  the  same  time  adding  stanas 

of  bis 
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And  after  this  Tiburce  in  good  entente 
With  Valerian  to  Pope  Urban  he  wente, 

That  thanked  God,  and  with  glade  herte 

and  light,  351 

He  cristned  hym,  and  made  hym  in  that 

place 
Parfit  in  his  lemynge,  Goddes  knyght ; 
And  after  this  Tiburce  gat  swich  grace 
That  every  day  he  saugh  in  tyme  and  space 
The  aungel  of  God,  andeveryxnanerboone 
That  he  God  axed,  it  was  sped  ful  soone. 

It  were  ful  hard  by  ordre  for  to  seyn 
How   manye  wondres  Jhesus   for  hem 

wroghte ;  359 

Rut  atte  laste,  to  tellen  short  and  pleyn, 
The  sergeantz  of  the  toun  of  Rome  hem 

soghte, 
And  hem  bifom  Almache,  the  Prefect, 

broghte, 
Which  hem  apposed,  and  knew  al  hire 

entente, 
And  to  the  ymage  of  Juppiter  hem  sente ; 

And  se3rde,  *  WHioso  wol  nat  sacriBse, 
Swapeof  hisheed ;  this  my  sentence  heer ! ' 
Anon  thise  martirs  that  I  yow  devyse, 
Oon  Mazimus,  that  was  an  officer 
Of  the  Prefectes,  and  his  comiculcr. 
Hem   hente,   and   whan    he   forth    the 
seintes  htdde,  370 

Hymself  he  weepe  for  pitee  that  he  hadde. 

Whan  Maximus  had  herd  the  seintes 
ioore, 
He  gat  hym  of  the  tormentoures  leve. 
And  laddehem  tohishous,  withoute  moore. 
And  with  hir  prechyng,  er  that  it  were  eve. 
They  gonnen  fro  the  tormentours  to  reve, 
And  fro  Mazime,  and  fro  his  folk  echone, 
The  false  feith>  to  trowe  in  God  allone. 

Cecile  cam,  whan  it  was  woxen  nyght, 
Withprecstes,  thathemcristnedally -feere ; 
And  afterward,  whan  day  was  woxen  light, 
Cecilehcmieyde  with  afulstede£ut  cheere, 

360.  mite  iaaU,     The  offence  alleged  in  the 
X4wW  k  tlM  horial  of  dN  bodaet  of  inaityn. 


'Now,   Cristes  owene  knyghtes,  leeve, 

and  deere. 
Cast  alle  awey  the  werkes  of  derknesse. 
And  armeth  yow  in  armure  of  brighlnesse. 

Ye  han,  for  sothe,  y-doon  a  greet  bataille, 
Youre  cours  is  doon,  youre  feith  han  ye 

conserved. 
Gooth  to  the  corone  of  lyf,  that  may  nat 

faille ; 
The  rightful  Juge,  which  that  ye  han  served , 
Shal  yeve  it  yow,  as  ye  han  it  deserved  * ; 
And  whan  this  thing  was  seyd  as  I  devyse. 
Men  ledde  hem  forth  to  doon  thesacrefise. 

But    whan    they    weren    to    the    place 

y-broght,— 
To  tellen  shortly  the  conclusioun, — 
They  nolde  encense  ne  sacrifise  right  noght, 
But  on  hir  knees  they  setten  hem  adoun 
With  humble  herte  and  sad  devocioun, 
And  losten  bothe  hir  hevedes  in  the  place ; 
Hir  soules  wenten  to  the  k)nig  of  grace. 

This  Maximus,  that  saugh  this  thyng 
bityde,  400 

With  pitous  teeris  tolde  it  anon  right. 
That  he  hir  soules  saugh  to  hevene  glyde. 
With  aungelsful  of  deernesse  and  of  light ; 
And  with  his  word  converted  many  a  wight. 
For  which  Almachius  dide  hym  so  to-bete, 
With  whippe  of  leed,  til  he  his  lif  gan  lete. 

Cecile  hym  took,  and  buryed  hym  anon 
By  Tiburce  and  Valerian  softely 
Withinne  hire  buriyng-place  under  the 

stoon  ; 
And  after  this  Almachius  hastily  410 

Bad  his  ministres  fecchen  openly 
Cecile,  so  that  she  myghte  in  his  presence 
Doon  sacrifice,  and  Juppiter  encense  ; 

But  they,  converted  at  hir  wise  Ioore, 
Wcpten  ful  soore,  and  yaven  ful  credence 
Unto  hire  word,  and  cryden  moore  and 

moore, 
*  Crist,  Goddes  sone,  withouten  difference 
Is  verray  God,  this  is  al  oure  sentence, 

409.  Added. 
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That  hath  so  good  a  servant  h3rm  to  serve ; 

This  with  o  voys  we  trowen,  thogh  we 

sterve ! '  420 

Almachius  that  herde  of  this  doynge 
Bad  fecchen  Cecile  that  he  myghte  hire  see  ; 
And  alderBrst,  lo  this  was  his  axynge, 

*  What    maner   womman    artow  ?  *    tho 

quod  he. 
'  I  am  a  gentil  womman  bom/  quod  she. 

*  I  axe  thee,'  quod  he,  *  though  it  thee 

greeve, 
Of  thy  religioun,  and  of  thy  bileeve. ' 

*  Ye  han  bigonne  youre  question  folily,' 
Quod  she,  *that  wolden  two  answeres 

conclude 
In  o  demande  ;  ye  axed  lewedly.*       430 
Almache  answerde  unto  that  similitude, 

*  Of  whennes  comth  thyn  answering  so 

rude?' 

*  Of  whennes  ?  *    quod  she,   whan   that 

she  was  freyned ; 

*  Of    conscience,     and    of    good    feith 

unfeyned.' 

Almachius  seyde,  '  Ne  takestow  noon 
heede 
Of  my  pow^r  ? '     And  she  answerde  hym 
this : 

*  Youre  myght,'  quod  she,  •  ful  litel  is  to 

dreede. 
For  every  mortal  manncs  power  nys 
But  lyke  a  bladdre,  ful  of  wynd,  y-wys ; 
For  with  a  nedles  poynt  whan  it  is  blowe 
May  al  the  boost  of  it  be  leyd  ful  lowe.' 

*  Ful  wrongfully  bigonne  thow,*  quod  he, 

*  And  yet  in  wrong  is  thy  persevcraunce ; 
Wostow  nat  how  oure  myghty  princes  free 
Han  thus  comanded  and  maadordinaunce. 
That    every    Cristen    wight    shal    han 

penaunce. 
But  if  that  he  his  Cristendom  withseye  ; 
And  goon  al  quit,  if  he  wole  it  reneye  ?  * 

*  Vowre  princes  erren,  as  youre  nobleye 

dooth,'  449 

Quod  tho  Cecile,  *  and  witha  wood  sentence 
Ye  make  us  gilty,  and  it  is  nat  sooth  ; 


For  ye  that  knowen  welonreiimoceiioe,— 
For  as  muche  as  we  doon  a  reverence 
ToCrist,  and  for  we  bereaCristennune,— 
Ye  putte  on  us  a  cryme,  and  eek  a  blame; 

But  we,  that  knowen  thilke  name  so 
For  vertuous,  we  may  it  not  withseye.' 
Almache  answerde,  *  Chees  oon  of  thise 

two, — 
Do  sacrifice,  or  Cristendom  reneye,    459 
Thatthoumowenowescapenbythatwejfft' 
At  which  the  hooly  blisful  faire  mayde 
Gan  for  to  laughe,  and  to  the  juge  sayde, 

'  O  juge,  confus  in  thy  nycetee  1 
Woltow  that  I  reneye  innocence, 
To  make  me  a  wikked  wight  ? '  quod  the. 
Lo,  he  dissymuleth  heere  in  aodknoe, 
He  stareth,  and  woodeth  in  his  adver- 
tence. 
To  whom  Almachius,  'Unselywrecdie! 
Ne  woostow  nat  how  far  my  myght  nty 
strecche  ? 

Han  noght  oure  myghty  princes  to  me 
yeven,  47» 

Ye,  bothe  power  and  auctoritee 
To  maken  folk  to  dyen  or  to  iyven  ? 
Whyspekestow  so  proudly  thanne  to  me?' 
*  Ispekenoghtbutstedfastly,*quodshe, 
'  Nat  proudly,  for,  I  speke  as  for  my  syde, 
We  haten  deedly  thilke  vice  of  pryde  i 

And  if  thou  drede  nat  a  sooth  to  heerc^ 
Thanne  wol  I  shewe  al  openly  by  right 
That  thou  hast  maad  a  ful  gret  lesyng  heere* 
Thou  seyst  thy  princes  han  thee  yevefi 
myght  4^ 

Bothe  for  to  sleen  and  for  to  qnyken  a  wight  t 
Thou  that  ne  mayst  but  oonly  lyf  biie^Ct 
Thou  hast  noon  oother  power,  ne  do  let^  * 

But  thou  mayst  seyn  thy  princes  b^ 

thee  maked 
Ministre  of  deeth,  for  if  thoa  speke  of  m^ 
Thou  lyest,  for  thy  power  is  ful  naked  * 

*  Do  wey  thy  booldnesse  I '  seyde  Alm^ 

chius  tho, 

*  And  sacrifie  to  oure  goddes  er  thou  g^ 
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recche  nat  what  wrong  that  thou  me 
profre, 
'"or  I  can  suffre  it  as  a  philosophre,    490 

iut  thiike  wronges  may  I  nat  endure, 
That  thou  spekest  of  ourc  goddes  heere,' 
quod  he. 
Cecile  answerde,  *  O  nyce  creature  ! 
Thou  seydest  no  word  syn  thou  spak  to  me 
That  I  nc  knew  therwith  thy  nycetee, 
\nd  that  thou  were  in  every  maner  wise 
\  lewed  officer  and  a  veyn  justise  ! 

Fhcr  lakketh  no  thyngto  thyneouttereyen 
That  thou  nart  blynd,  for  thyng  that  we 

seen  alle 
That   it   is  stoon, — that   men  may  wel 

espyen, —  500 

Tliat  ilke  stoon  a  god  thow  wolt  it  calle. 
I  rede  thee,  lat  thyn  hand  upon  it  falle, 
Ajid  taste  it  wel,  and  stoon  thou  shalt  it 

fynde, 
Syn  that  thou  seest  nat  with  thyne  eyen 

biynde. 

It  is  a  shame  that  the  peple  shal 
So  scome  thee,  and  laughe  at  thy  folye ; 
For  communly  men  woot  it  wel  overal 
That  mjrghty  God  is  in  his  hevenes  hye, 
And  thise  ymdges,  wel  thou  mayst  espye, 
To   thee,  ne  to  hemself,  mowen  noght 
profite,  510 

For  in  effect  they  been  nat  worth  a  myte.  * 

Thise  wordes  and  swiche  other  seyde  she ; 
And  he   weex   wrooth,   and   bad   men 

sholde  hir  lede 
Horn  til  hir  house,  and  *  In  hir  hous,' 

quod  he, 
'  Brenne  hire  right  in  a  bath  of  flambes 

rede* ; 
And  as  he  bad,  right  so  was  doon  in  dede, 
Porin  a  bath  they  gonne  hirefaste  shetten, 
And  nyght  and  day  greet  fyre  they  under 

betten. 

The  longe  nyght,  and  eek  a  day  also, 
^or  al  the  fyr,  and  eek  the  bathes  heete. 


489-497.  Chaucer's  addition. 
505-511.  Added. 


She  sat  al  coold  and  felte  of  it  no  wo ; 
It  made  hire  nat  a  drope  for  to  sweete  ; 
But  in  that  bath  hir  lyf  she  moste  lete, 
For  he,  Almachius,  with  ful  wikke  entente 
To  sleen  hire  in  the  bath  his  sonde  sente. 

Thre  strokes  in  the  nekke  he  smoot  hire 

tho, 
The  tormentour,  but  for  no  maner  chaunce 
He  myghte  noght  smyt  al  hir  nekke  atwo ; 
And  for  ther  was  that  tyme  an  ordinaunce, 
That  no  man  sholde  doon  men  swich 

penaunce  530 

Theferthe  strook  tosmyten,softeor  soore. 
This  tormentour  ne  dorste  do  namoore  ; 

But  half  deed,  with  hir  nekke  y-corven 

there. 
He  lefte  hir  lye,  and  on  his  wey  is  went. 
The  Cristenfolk  which  that  aboute  hire 

were, 
With  sheeteshan  the  blood  fulfaire  y-hent. 
Thre  dayes  lyved  she  in  this  torment, 
And  never  cessed  hem  the  feith  to  teche 
That  she  hadde  fostred  ;  hem  she  gan  to 

preche ;  539 

And  hem  she  yafhir  moebles,  and  hir  thy  ng, 
And  to  the  Pope  Urban  bitook  hem  tho, 
And  seyde,  *I  axed  this  at  hevene  kyng, 
To  han  respit  thre  dayes  and  name, 
To  recomende  to  yow,  er  that  I  go, 
Thise  soulcs,  lo,  and  that  I  myghte  do 

werche 
Heere  of  myn  hous  perpetuelly  a  cherche.' 

Seint  Urban,  with  his  deknes,  prively 
The  body  fette,  and  buryed  it  by  nyghte 
Among  his  other  seintcs  honestly. 
Hir  hous  the  chirche  of  Seinte  Cecil ie 
highte;  ^  550 

Seint  Urban  halwed  it,  ashe  wel  myghte. 
In  which,  into  this  day,  in  noble  wyse, 
Men  doon  to  Crist  and  tohisseintescrvyse. 

The  prologe  of  the  Chanons  Yemanues 

Tale 

Whan  toold  was  al  the  lyf  of  Seinte 
Cecile, 

535.  536.  Added. 
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Er  we  hadde  riden  fully  fyve  mile, 
At  Boghton-under-Blee,  us  gan  atake 


A  man  that  clothed  was  in  clothes  blake,  {^  Can  he  oght  telle  a  myrie  tale  or  tweye. 
And  undernethe  he  had  a  white  surplys  ; 
His  hackeney,  which  that  was  al  pomely 

So  swattc  that  it  wonder  was  to  see ;     560 
It  semed  as  he  had  prikcd  miles  three. 
The  hors  eek  that  his  Yeman  rood  upon 
So  swatte  that  unnethe  myghte  it  gon ; 
Aboute  the  peytrel  stood  the  foom  ful  hye, 
He  was  of  foom  al  flekked  as  a  pye. 
A  male  tweyfoold  upon  his  croper  lay, 
It  semcd  that  he  caried  lite  array. 
Al  light  for  somer  rood  this  worthy  man, 
And  in  myn  herte  wondren  I  bigan 
What  that  he  was,  til  that  I  understood    570 
How  that  his  cloke  was  sowed  to  his  hood. 
For  which,  whan  I  hadde  long  avysed  me, 
I  domed  hym  som  Chanoun  for  to  l)e. 
His  hnt  heeng  at  his  bak  doun  by  a  laas, 
l''or  he  hadde  riden  moore  than  trot  or 


paas  ; 
He  hadde  ay  prikcd  lik  as  he  were  wood. 
A  clotd-Iecf  he  hadde  under  his  hood 
For  swool,  and  for  to  kejie  his  heed  from 

hcetc  ; 
But  it  was  joyc  for  to  seen  hym  swete  ! 
His  forhecd  dropped  as  a  stillatorie     580 
Were  fill  of  plantayne  and  of  paritorie  ; 
And  whan  that  hewascomehegantocrye, 
*  God  save,  *quod  he,  *  this  joly  com paignye ! 
Faste  have  I  priked,'  quod  he,  *  for  youre 

sake, 
By-cause  that  I  wolde  yow  atake 
To  riden  in  this  myrie  compaignye.* 
His  Ycnian  eek  was  ful  of  curteisye. 
And  seydc,  *  Sires,  now  in  the  morwetyde, 
Out  of  youre  hostelrie  I  saugh  you  rydc, 
And     warned    heer    my   lord,    and    my 

sovcrayn,  590 

Which  that  to  r)'den  with  yow  is  ful  fayn. 
For  his  desport ;  he  loveth  daliaunce.' 
*  Freend,  for  thy  warnyng  God  yevethec 

good  chaunce  !  * 
Thanne  seyde  oure  Hoost,  *  for  certcs  it 

wolde  seme 


Thy  lord  were  wys,  and  so  I  maywddeme ; 
He  is  ful  jocunde  also,  dar  I  leye ! 


5'? 5-  fy-'f  w/V(f,  i.e.  from  Osi 

573.  iont  CAafUf/tn.    The  descriptton 


Kpnn^e. 
descnpt 
M-ith  that  of  a  '  black  Augustinian.' 


accords 


With   which  he  glade   may   this  com- 
paignye?* 

*  Who,  sire?  my  lord  ?  ye,  ye,  withooten 
lye !  599 

He  kan  of  murthe,  and  eek  of  jolitee 
Nat  but  ynough  ;  also,  sire,  tnisteth  me, 
And  ye  hym  knewe  as  wel  as  do  I, 
Ye  wolde  wondre  how  wel  and  crtftily 
He  koude  werke,  and  that  in  sondrj  wise. 
He  hath  take  on  hym  many  a  greet  emprise, 
Which  were  ful  hard  for  any  that  is  becfe 
To  brynge  about,  but  they  of  hjrm  itleerc 
As  hoomely  as  he  rit  amonges  yow, 
1  f  ye  hym  knewe  it  wolde  be  for  youreprow ; 
Ye  wolde  nat  forgoon  his  aqueyntannce 
For  muchel  good,  I  dar  leye  in  balinnre     1 
Al  that  I  have  in  my  possessioan. 
He  is  a  man  of  heigh  discrecioun ; 
I  warne  yow  wel,  he  is  a  pass3mg  man.' 

*  Wel,'  quod  oure  Hoost,  *  I  praytbee 
tel  me  than 

Is  he  a  clerk  or  noon  ?     Telle  what  be  is.' 

*  Nay,  he  is  gretter  than  a  clerk,  y-wis,' 
Seyde  this  Yeman,  *  and  in  wordes  fewe, 
Hoost,  of  his  craft  som  what  I  wol  yow 

shewe.  619 

*  I  seye,mylord  kan  swich  subtilitee,— 
But  al  his  cnSt  ye  may  nat  wite  at  me, 
Andsomwhathelpel  yet  tohbwirkyng, — 
That  al  this  ground  on  which  we  been 

ridyng. 
Til  that  we  come  to  Caunterbury  toon, 
He  koude  al  clene  tume  it  up-so-doim. 
And  pave  it  al  of  silver  and  of  gold.' 
And  whan  this  Yeman  hadde  this  tale 

y-told 
Unto  oure  Hoost,  he  seyde,  *  BetteJicitee  1 
This  thyng  is  wonder  merveilloos  to  me, 
Syn  that  thy  lord  is  of  so  heigh  prudence. 
By  cause   of  which    men   sholde  hym 

reverence,  6ji 

That  of  his  worshipe  rekketh  he  so  lite. 
His  overslope  nys  nat  worth  a  myte, 
As  in  effect,  to  hym,  so  moot  I  go  ! 
It  is  al  baudy  and  to-tore  also. 
Why  is  thy  lord  so  sluttissh,  I  the  preye, 
603.  cnf/ltify,  H*  tkriftify, 
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And  is  of  power  bettre  dooth  to  beye, — 
If  that  his  dede  accorde  with  thy  speche  ? 
Telle  me  that,  and  that  I  thee  biseche.' 

•  Why  ? '  quod  thisYeman,  *  wherto  axe 

ye  me  ?  640 

God  help  me  so,  for  he  shal  never  thee ! — 
But  I  wol  nat  avowe  that  I  seye, 
And    therfore   keepe   it  secree,    I    yow 

preye,— 
He  is  to  wys,  in  feith,  as  I  bileeve ; 
That  that  is  overdoon  it  wol  nat  preevc 
Aright ;  as  clerkes  seyn,  it  is  a  vice. 
Wherfore  in  that  I  holde  hym  lewed  and 

nyce ; 
For  whan  a  man  hath  over-greet  a  wit, 
Ful  oft  hym  happeth  to  mysusen  it. 
So  dooth  my  lord,  and  that  me  greveth 

soore.  650 

God  it  amende !  I  kan  sey  yow  namoore.' 

•  Ther-of  no  fors,  good  Yeman,*  quod 

oure  lioost, 
*  Sjn  of  the  konnyngof  thy  lord  thow  woost, 
Telle  how  he  dooth,  I  pray  thee  hertely, 
Sjm  that  he  is  so  crafty  and  so  sly  ; 
Where  dwelle  ye,  if  it  to  telle  be  ?; 

<  In  the  suburbes  of  a  toun,'  quod  he, 
'Lurkjmge  in  hemes,  and  in  lanes  blynde, 
Where  as  thise  robbours  and  thise  theves 

by  kynde, 
Holden  hir  pryvee  fereful  residence,    660 
As  they  that  dar  nat  shewen  hir  presence ; 
So  fiiren  we,  if  I  shal  seye  the  sothe.' 

•Now,*  quod  oure  Hoost,  *yet  lat  me 
talke  to  the ; 
Why  artow  so  discoloured  of  thy  face  ? ' 

•  Peter  I '  quod  he,  *  God  ycve  il  harde 

grace, 
I  am  so  used  in  the  fyr  to  blowe. 
That  it  hath  chaunged  my  colour,  I  trowe. 
I  am  nat  wont  in  no  mirour  to  prie, 
Bat  swynke  soore,  and  leme  muUiplie  ; 
We  blondren  ever,  and  pouren  in  the  fir,' 
And  for  al  that  we  faille  of  our  desir,  671 
For  ever  we  lakken  oure  conclusioun. 
To  mnchel  folk  we  doon  illusioun, 
And  borwe  gold,  be  it  a  pound  or  two, 
Or  ten,  or  twelve,  or  manye  sommes  mo. 
And  make  hem  wenen,  at  the  leeste  weye. 
That  of  a  pound  we  koude  make  tweye  ; 
Yet  is  it  fals ;  but  ay  we  han  good  hope 


It  for  to  doon  and  after  it  we  grope ; 
But  that  sci^ce  is  so  fer  us  biforn       680 
We  mowen  nat,  al  though  we  hadde  it 

sworn, 
It  over- take,  it  slit  awey  so  faste. 
It  wole  us  maken  beggers  atte  laste.' 

Whil  thb  Yeman  was  thusin  his  talkyng 
This Chanound rough  hymneer, and  herde 

al  thyng 
Which  this  Yeman  spak,  for  suspecioun 
Of    mennes     speche    ever    hadde    this 

Chanoun  ; 
For  Catoun  seith  that  he  that  gilty  is 
Demeth  alle  thyng  bespoke  of  hym,  y- wis. 
That  was  the  cause  he  gan  so  ny  hym  drawe 
To  his  Yeman,  to  herknen  al  his  sawe, 
And  thus  he  seyde  unto  his  Yeman  the  : 

*  Iloold  thou  thy  pecs,  and  spek  no 

wordes  mo  ! 
For  if  thou  do,  thou  shalt  it  dcere  abye  ! 
Thou    sclaundrest    me,    heere    in    this 

compaignye, 
And  eek  discoverest  that  thou  sholdest 

hyde.' 
'  Ye  ?  *  quod  our  Hoost,  *  telle  on  what 

so  bityde ; 
Of  al  his  thretyng  lekkc  nat  a  myte  ! ' 

*  In  feith,'  quod  he,   '  namoore  I  do 

but  lyte.' 
And  whan  this  Chanoun  saugh  it  woldc 

nat  be,  700 

But  his  Yeman  wolde  telle  his  pryvetee. 
He  fledde  awey   for  vcrray  sorwe  and 

shame. 

*  A  ! '  quod  the  Yeman,   *  heere  shal 

arise  a  game ; 
Al  that  I  kan  anon  now  wol  I  telle, 
Syn  he  is  goon, — the  foule  feend  hym 

quelle  ! 
For  never  heer-after  wol  I  with  hym  nieete, 
For  peny  ne  for  pound,  I  yow  biheete  ! 
He  that  me  broghte  first  unto  that  game, 
Er  that  he  dye,  sorwe  have  he  and  shame  ; 
For  it  is  emest  to  me,  by  my  feith  !  710 
That  feele  I  wel,  what  so  any  man  seith. 
And  yet  for  al  my  smert,  and  al  my  grief, 

^  688.  Catoun:  De Morib,  i.  17  :  'Conscius  ipse 
sibi  de  se  putat  omnia  dici.' 

690.  That  was  the  cause^   H*  By  cause  of 
that. 
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For  al  my  sorwe,  labour,  and  meschief, 
I  koude  never  leve  it  in  no  wise. 
Now  wolde  God,  my  witte  myghte  sufHsc 
To  tcllen  al  that  longeth  to  that  art ; 
And  nathclees  yow  wol  I  tellen  part ; 
Syn  that  my  lord  is  goon  I  wol  nat  spare  ; 
Swich  thyngasthat  I  knowe  I  wol  declare. ' 

CANON'S  YEOMAN'S  TALE 

Heere  bigynneth  the  Chanouns  Yeman  his 

TaU 

[PART    I] 

With  this  Chanoun  I  dwelt  have  seven 

yeer,  720 

And  of  his  science  am  I  never  the  neer ; 
Al  that  I  hadde  I  have  y-lost  thcr-by, 
And,  God  woot,  so  hath  many  mo  than  I. 
Ther  I  was  wont  to  be  right  frcssh  and  gay 
Of  clothyng  and  of  oother  good  array, 
Now  may  I  were  an  hose  upon  myn  heed  ; 
And  wher  my  colour  was  bothe  fressh 

and  reed. 
Now  is  it  wan  and  of  a  Icden  hewe, — 
Who  so  it  useth,  soorc  shal  he  rewe, — 
Andof  myswynkyct  blered  is  myn  eye;  730 
Lo,  which  avantage  is  to  multiplic  ! 
That  slidynge  science  hath  me  maad  so 

bare, 
That  I  have  no  good  wher  that  ever  I  fare ; 
And  yet  I  am  endetted  so  ther-by, 
Of  gold  that  I  have  borwed,  trewcly. 
That  whil  I  lyve  I  shal  it  quite  never, — 
Lat  every  man  be  war  by  me  for  ever. 
What  manerman  thatcasteth  hym  ther-to, 
If  he  continue,  I  holde  his  thrift  y-do  ; 
For,  so  hclpe  me  God,  ther-by  shal  he 

nat  Wynne,  740 

liut  cmpte  his  purs,  and  make  his  wittes 

thynne ; 
And  whan  he  thurgh  his  madnesse  and  folye 
llath  lost  his owenc good  thurgh  jupartye, 
Thanne  he  exciteth  oother  folk  ther-to. 
To  lescn  hir  good,  as  he  hymself  hath  do; 
For  unto  shrewcs  joye  it  is  and  esc. 
To  have  hirfelawes  in  peyneand  disese, — 
Thus  was  I  ones  lcm6d  of  a  clerk. 
Of  I  hat  no  charge,  I  wol  spekeof  ourewerk. 
Whan  we  l)een  there  as  we  shul  exercise 


Oureelvysshecraft,  we  semen  wonderwiie, 
Oure  termes  been  so  dergial   and   so 

queynte ; 
I  blowe  the  fir  til  that  myn  herte  feynte. 
What  sholde  I  tellen  eche  proporcioan 
Of  thynges  whiche  that  we  werche  upon ; 
As  on  fyve  or  sixe  ounces,  may  wd  be, 
Of  silver,  or  som  oother  quantitee ; 
And  bisye  me  to  telle  yow  the  names 
Of  orpyment,  brent  bones,  iren  squamcs, 
That  into  poudre  grounden  been  fill  sml? 
And  in  an  erthen  pot  how  put  is  al,   761 
And  salt  y-put  in,  and  also  papeer, 
Bifom  thise  poudres  that  I  spekeof  beer. 
And  wel  y-covered  with  a  lampe  of  glas; 
And   muchel  oother  th3mg  which  that^ 

ther  was. 
And  of  the  pot  and  glasses  enlutyng, 
That  of  the  eyr  myghte  passeout  no  thyng, 
And  of  the  esy  fir,  and  smart  also. 
Which  thatwasmaad,andofthecareandwo 
That  we  hadden  i  n  oure  mat  iressublymyng, 
And  in  amalgamyng  and  calcen]mg    771 
Of  quyk-silver,  y-clept  mercurie  crude ; 
For  alleour  sleightes  we  kan  nat  conclude 
Oure  orpyment  and  sublymed  mercurie, 
Oure  grounden  litarge  eek  on  the  porfuhe, 
Of  ech  of  thise  of  ounces  a  certeyn, 
Noght  helpeth  us,  oure  labour  is  in  veyn ; 
Ne  eek  oure  spirites  ascencioun, 
Ne  oure  matures  that  lyen  al  fix  adonn* 
Mowe  inourewerkyng  no  thjmg  usavaQle; 
For  lost  is  al  oure  labour  and  travaille,  781 
And  al  the  cost,  a  twenty  devel  way, 
Is  lost  also,  which  we  upon  it  lay. 

Ther  is  also  ful  many  another  thyng 
That  is  unto  oure  craft  apertenyng, 
Thogh  I  by  ordre  hem  nat  reherce  kan, 
By-cause  that  I  am  a  lewed  man  ; 
Vet  wol  I  telle  hem  as  they  come  to  mynde, 
Thogh   I  ne  kan  nat  sette  hem  in  hir 

kynde, — 
As  boole  armonyak,  vertgrees,  boras,  790 
And  sondry  vessels  maad  of  erthe  and  glas; 
Oure  urynals,  and  our  descensories, 
Violes,  crosletz,  and  sublymatories, 
Cucurbites,  and  alambikes  eek, 
And  othere  swiche,  deere  ynougfa  a  leek ; 

790.  hooU  armonjrakf  astringent  earth,  fruoi 
Armenia. 
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edeth  it  for  to  reherce  hem  alle, — 
s  rubifiyng,  and  boles  galle, 
)rk,  sal  annonyak,  and  biymstoon  ; 
lerbes  koude  I  teUe  eek  many  oon, 
remoyne,  valerian,  and  limdrie,  800 
>there  swiche,  if  that  me  liste  tarie  ; 
lampes  brennyng  bothe  nyght  and 

day, 
)mge  aboute  oure  purpos  if  we  may  ; 
foumeys  eek  of  calcinacioun, 
>f  watres  albificacioun, 
kked  lym,  chalk,  and  gleyre  of  aney, 
es  diverse,  asshes,  donge,  pisse,  and 

cley, 
.  pokettes,  sal-peter  and  vitriole, 
I i verse  fires  maad  of  wode  and  cole  ; 
rtre,  alkaly  and  sal-preparat ;      8zo 
:ombust  matires,  and  coagulat ; 
maad  with  hors  and  mannes'heer, 

and  oille 
rtre,  alum,  glas,  berme,  wort  and 

argoille, 
gar,  and  oure  matires  enbibyng, 
^k  of  oure  matires  encorporyng, 
}f  oure  silver  citrinacioun, 
c^mentyng  and  fermentacioun, 
yngottes,  testes,  and  many  mo. 
^ol  yow  telle  as  was  me  taught  also 
oure  spirites  and  the  bodies  sevene, 
dre,  as  ofte  I  herde  my  lord  hem 

nevene.  821 

e  firste  spirit  quyk-silver  called  is, 
econde  orp)rmcnt,  the  thridde,  y-wis, 
rmonyak,  and  the  ferthe  brymstoon. 
bodyes  sevene  eek,   lo,  hem  heere 

anoon  ! 
1  gold  is,  and  Luna  silver  we  threpe, 
iren,  Mercurie  quyk-silver  we  clepe, 
nus  leed,  and  Juppiter  is  tyn, 
Venus  coper,  by  my  fader  kyn. 
lis  cursed  craft  whoso  wol  exercise  Zy> 
lal  nogood  han  that  hym  may  suffise ; 
J  the  good  he  spendeth  ther-aboute 
isk  shal ;  ther-of  have  I  no'doute. 
so  that  Usteth  outen  his  folie, 
i3rm  come  forth  and  leme  muhiplie  ; 
Everyman  that  oght  hath  in  his  cofre, 
lym  appiere  and  wexe  a  philosophre ; 
ince  that  craite  is  so  light  to  leere  ! 
nay,  God  woot,  al  be  he  monk  or  frere, 


Freest  orchanoun,  or  any  oother  wyght,  840 
Though  he  sitte  at  his  book  bothe  day 

and  night 
In  lernyng  of  this  elv3rsshe  uyce  loore, 
Al  is  in  ve3m,  and,  parde^  muchel  moore  ! 
To  leme  a  lewed  man  this  subtiltee, — 
Fy  !  spek  nat  ther-of,  for  it  wol  nat  bee  ; 
Ajid  konne  he  letterure,  or  konne  he  noon, 
As  in  effect  he  shal  fynde  it  al  oon ; 
For  bothe  two,  by  my  salvacioun, 
Concluden  in  multiplicacioun 
Ylike  wel,  whan  they  han  al  y-do, —   850 
This  is  to  seyn,  they  faillen  bothe  two. 

Yet  forgat  I  to  maken  rehersaille 
Of  watres  corosif,  and  of  lymaille, 
And  of  bodies  mollificacioun. 
And  also  of  hire  induracioun, 
Oilles,  ablucions,  and  metal  fusible, — 
To  tellen  al  wolde  passen  any  bible 
That  owher  is  ;  wherfore,  as  for  the  beste, 
Of  alle  thise  names  now  wol  I  me  reste, 
For  as  I  trowe  I  have  yow  toold  ynowe  860 
To  reysea  feend,  al  looke  he  never  sorowe. 
A !  nay !  lat  be;  thephilosophres stoon, 
Elixer  clept,  we  sechen  faste  echoon. 
For  hadde  we  hym,  thanne  were  we  siker 

ynow ; 
But,  unto  God  of  hevene  I  make  avow. 
For  al  oure  craft,  whan  we  han  al  y-do. 
With  al  oure  sleighte,  he  wol  nat  come  us  to. 
He  hath  y-made  us  spenden  muchel  good, 
For  sorwe  of  which  almoost  we  wexen 

wood,  869 

But  that  good  hope  crepeth  in  oure  herte, 
Supposynge  ever,  though  we  sore  smerte, 
To  be  releeved  by  hym  afterward. 
Swich  supposyng  and  hope  is  sharpe  and 

hard  ; 
I  wame  yow  wel  it  is  to  seken  ever  ; 
That/tt/«r  temps  hath  maad  men  to  dis- 
sever, 
In  trust  ther-of,  from  al  that  ever  they 

hadde. 
Yet  of  that  art  they  kan  nat  wexen  sadde. 
For  unto  hem  it  is  a  bitter-sweete, — 
Sosemethit, — for  nadde  they  but  a  sheete, 
Which  that  they  myjghte  wrappe  hem 

inne  at  nyght,  880 

And  a  brat  to  walken  inne  by  day-lyght, 
881.  bratf  cloak ;  H0  bak^  back-cloth. 
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They  wolde  hem  selle,  and  spenden  on 

this  craft ; 
They  kan  nat  slynte  til  no  thyng  be  laft ; 
And  evermoore,  where  that  ever  they  goon, 
Men  mayhem  knowe  by  smel  of  bry  mstoon. 
For  ai  the  world  they  stynken  as  a  goot ; 
Hir  savour  is  so  rammyssh  and  so  hoot 
That  though  a  man  a  mile  from  hem  be 
The  savour  wole  infecte  hym,  truste  me. 
Lo   thus   by  smellyng,  and   threedbare 

array,  890 

If  that  men  liste,  this  folk  they  knowe  may ; 
And  if  a  man  wole  aske  hem  pryvely, 
Why  they  been  clothed  so  unthriftily, 
They  right  anon  wol  rownen  in  his  ere 
And  scyn,  that  if  that  they  espied  were, 
Men  wolde  hem  slee  by-cause  of  hi  r  science. 
Lo,  thus  this  folk  bitrayen  innocente  ! 
Passe  over  this,  I  go  my  tale  unto. 
Er  that  the  pot  be  on  the  fire  y-do, 
Of  metals  with  a  certeyi^  quantitee      900 
My  lord  hem  tempreth,  and  no  man  but 

he, — 
Now  he  is  goon  I  dare  seyn  boldcly, — 
For  as  men  seyn  he  kan  doon  craftily, 
Algate  I  woot  wel  he  hath  swich  a  name, 
And  yet  ful  oft  he  renneth  in  a  blame ; 
And  wite  ye  how  ?     Ful  ofte  it  happeth  so 
The  pot  to-breketh,  and  fare  wel,  al  is  go. 
Thise  metals  been  of  so  greet  violence 
Oure    walles    mowe     nat    make     hem 

resistence,  909 

But  if  they  weren  wroght  of  lym  and  stoon, 
They  percen  so,  and  thurgh  the  wal  they 

goon, 
And   somme   of  hem   synken   into   the 

ground, — 
Thushanwelostbytymesmanyapound, — 
And  somme  are  scatered  al  the  floor  aboute, 
Somme  lepe  into  the  roof,  withoutendoute. 
Though  that   the   feend  noght  in  oure 

sighte  hym  shewe, 
I  trowe  he  with  us  be,  that  ilke  shrewe  I 
In  helle,  where  that  he  is  lord  and  sire, 
Nis  ther  moore  wo,  ne  moore  rancour, 

ne  ire.  9»9 

Whan  that  oure  pot  is  broke,  as  I  have 

sayd, 
Eveiy  man  chit  and  halt  hym  yvele  apayd. 
919.  H*  Nit  thtrna  mmrt  v»^  tu mngtr^  ne  ire* 


Somme  seyde  it  was  along  0 
makyng, 
Sommeseydenay,  it  wasontheblc 
Thanne  was  I  fered,  for  that  was  m 

*  Straw  ! '  quod  the  thriddc, 

lewed  and  nyce, 
It  was  nat  tempred  as  it  (^l^e  1 

*  Nay,*  quod  the  fourthe*   's 

herkne  me ; 
By -cause  our  fir  ne  was  nat  maad 
That  b  the  cause,  and  oother 

theech.' 
I  kan  nat  telle  wheron  it  was  al 
But  wel  I  woot  greet  strif  us  is  : 

*  What  1 '    quod    my   lord, 

namoore  to  doone ; 
Of  thise  perils  I  wol  be  war  eft- 
I  am  right  siker  that  the  pot  wa2 
Be  as  be  may,  be  ye  no  thyng  a 
As  usage  is,  lat  swepe  the  floor  a 
Plukke  up  your  hertes  and  be 

and  blithe  !  * 
The  mullok  on  an  heepe  i-swe 
And  on  the  floor  y-cast  a  cane\*] 
And  al  this  mullok  in  a  syve  y-t 
And  sifted  and  y-piked  many  a 

*  Pardee  I  *   quod    oon,    *  som 

oure  metal 
Yet  is  ther  heere,  though  that 

nat  al. 
Al  though  this  thyng  myshappec 

now, 
Another  tyme  it  may  be  wel  yn< 
Us  moste  putte  oure  good  in  ^v 
A  marchant,  pardee  !  may  nat  a] 
Trusteth  me  wel,  in  his  prosper! 
Somtyme  his  good  is  drenched  ir 
Andsomtymecomthit  sauf  untotl 

*  Pees  ! '   quod   my  lord,   *  tl 

tjone  I  shal  fonde 
To  bryngen  oure  craft  al  in  anotl 
And  but  I  do,  sires,  lat  me  han  t 
Ther  was  de&ute  in  somwhat,  we 

Another  se3rde  the  fir  was  ovc 
But,  be  it  hoot  or  ooold,  I  dar  f 
That  we  conduden  eveimoore  a 
We  faille  of  that  which  that  wt 

have, 
And  in  oure  madnesie  evermoore 

94Z.  y-pUud^  picked  over ;  V^X"^ 
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^han  we  been  togidres  everichoon 
man  semeth  a  Salomon  ;  961 

ihyng  which  that  shyneth  asthegold, 
it  gold,  as  that  I  have  herd  it  told  ; 
ery  appul  that  is  fair  at  eye 
latgood,  what  somenclappeor  ciye. 
so,  lo,  fareth  it  amonges  us  : 
at  semeth  the  wiseste,  by  Jhesus, 
>st  fool,  whan  it  cometh  to  the  preef ; 
le  that  semeth  trewest  is  a  theef. 
shul  ye  knowe,  er  that  I  fro  yow 
wende,  970 

it  I  of  my  tale  have  maad  an  ende. 

[PART    II] 

:r  is  a  Chanoun  of  Religioun 
ges  us  wolde  infecte  al  a  toun. 
i  it  as  greet  were  as  was  Nynyvee, 
,  Alisaundre,   Troye,  and   othere 

three, 
eightes  and  his  infinit  falsnesse 
icoude  no  man  writen,  as  I  gesse, 
;h  that  he  lyve  myghte  a  thousand 

yeer. 
this  world  of  falshede  nis  his  peer, 
n   his   termes  so  he  wolde  hym 

wynde,  980 

peke  his  wordes  in  so  sly  a  kynde, 
ne  he  commune  shalwith  any  wight, 
be  W0I  make  hym  doten  anon  right, 
a  feend  be,  as  hjrmselven  is. 
lany  a  man  hath  he  bigiled  er  this, 
role,  if  that  he  lyve  may  a  while  ; 
St  men  ride  and  goon  fill  many  a  mile 
or  to  seke  and  have  his  aqueyntaunce, 
tknowynge  ofhis  false  govemaunce ; 
f  yow  list  to  yeve  me  audience,  990 
it  telle  heere  in  youre  presence. 
,  worshipful  chanouns  religious, 
meth  nat  that  I  desclaundre  youre 

hous, 
jgh  my  tale  of  a  chanoun  bee  ; 
sry  ordre  som  shrewe  is,  pardee^ 
jod  forbede  that  al  a  compaignye 
e  rewe  o  linguleer  mannes  folye. 
aandreyowisnoth]mg  myn  entente, 
»  correcten  that  is  mys,  I  mente. 
ale  was  nat  oonly  toold  for  yow,  sooo 

78.  Iy9t  myg^^  H*  migktf  lyvtn. 


But  eek  for  othere  mo ;  ye  woot  wel  how 
That  among  Cristes  apostelles  twelve 
Ther  nas  no  traytour  but  Judas  hymselve. 
Thanne  why  sholde  al  the  remenant  have 

a  blame, 
That  giltlees  were  ?    By  yow  I  seye  the 

same, 
Save  oonly  this,  if  ye  wol  herkne  me, — 
If  any  Judas  in  youre  covent  be, 
Remoeveth  hym  bitymes,  I  yow  rede, 
If  shame,  or  los,  may  causen  any  drede, 
And  beeth  no  thyng  displesed,  I  yow 

preye,  1010 

But  in  this  cas  herketh  what  I  shal  seye. 


In  Londoun  was  a  preest,  an  annueleer, 
That  ther-inne  dwelled  hadde  many  a  yeer, 
Which  was  so  plesaunt  and  so  servysable 
Unto  the  wyf,  where  as  he  was  at  table, 
That  she  wolde  sufhre  hym  no  thyng  for 

to  paye 
For  bord  ne  clothyng,  wente  h^  never  so 

gaye  ; 
And  spendyng  silver  hadde  he  right  ynow. 
Ther-of  no  fors,  I  wol  procede  as  now, 
And  telle  forth  my  tale  of  the  chanoun 
That  broghtc  this  preest  to  confusioun. 
This  false  chanoun  cam  upon  a  day 
Unto  this  preestes  chambre,  wher  he  lay, 
Bisechynge  hym  to  lene  hym  a  certeyn 
Of  gold,  and  he  wolde  quite  it  hym  ageyn. 
*  Leene  me  a  marc,*  quod  he,  *  but  daycs 

three. 
And  at  my  day  I  wol  it  quiten  thee  ; 
And  if  so  be  that  thow  me  fynde  fals 
Another  day,  do  hange  me  by  the  hals.* 
This  preest  hym  took  a  marc,  and  that 

as  swithe,  1030 

And  this  chanoun  hym  thanked  ofte  sithe. 
And  took  his  leve,  and  wente  forthe  his 

weye. 
And  at  the  thriddedaybroghte  his  moneye. 
And  to  the  preest  he  took  his  gold  agayn, 
Wher-of  this  preest  was  wonder  glad  and 

fayn. 
*Certes,*quod  he,  *nothyng  anoyethme 
To  lene  a  man  a  noble,  or  two^^or  thre. 


IOI3.  /i«,  om.  E. 

Z012.  annueUtr^  a  priest  employed  to  sing 
anniversary  masses  for  the  dead. 
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Or  whal  ihyng  were  in  my  possessioun, 
Whan  he  so  trewe  is  of  condiciouD  lojg 
Thnt  in  no  wise  he  br«ke  wale  hU  day ; 
To  swich  a  nun  I  kan  never  seye  nnj.' 
'  What  1 '  quod  this  chanoun,  'shoMe 

I  be  unlrewc  ? 
Nay,  that  weie  thyng  y-fallen  al  of  newc 
TronthE  is  a  thyng  that  I  wol  ever  kepc, 
Unio  (hat  day  in  which  that  1  shal  ciepe 
Into  my  grave,  or  ellii,  God  fotbede  \ 
Bileveth  this,  as  siker  as  the  Crcde. 
God  thankel,  and  in  good  tyme  Xk  it  s»yd, 
That  ther  was  ncrer  man  yet  yvelc  apayd 
For  gntd  ne  silver  that  he  to  me  knie ; 

[alshedc  in  myn  herle  1  mente; 
And,    site,'    quod    he,    '  now    of    my 

pryvelee, — 

so  goodlich  han  been  unto  me, 
And  kilhed  to  roc  sogteei  genlillessc,^ 
Somwhat  tu  quyie  with  youre  kynd^ncsse 
I  wol  yow  shewe,  and  if  yow  Xa\  to  leere. 
I  wol  yow  lechc  pleynly  the  manere 
How  I  kan  wctken  in  philoMphIc  ; 
Takeihgoodheedeyeshul  wel  seen  al  eye 
Thai  1  wol  doon  a  maistrie  er  I  go.'  i9«a 
■  Ye,'  quod  the  preeat,  'ye,  sire,  and 

Marie  1  Iher-of  I  pray  yow  hertely.' 

'  Al  youre  comandement,  sire,  trewely,' 
Quoii    the    chanoun,    '  and    ellis    God 
forbeede. ' 

I/M,  bow  this  thcef  koude  his  service 
beede! 
Fill  sooth  it  is  that  swiche  proficd  servyse 
Slynkelh,  as  witnesaen  ibise  otde  wyse  ; 
And  that  fill  soone  I  wol  it  verifie 
In  this  ehanoun,  rootc  of  alle  trecherie, 
That  ever  moore  delil  bath  and   glad- 

Swiche  feendly  though tes  in  his  herle 

iropresse,  — 
How  Cristes  peple  he  may  to  mescbief 

brynge. 
God  kepe  ui  ftom  his  false  dissymulynge ! 
Noght  wisle  this  preesi  with  whom 

that  he  dclt, 
Ncof  hi*  harm  eomynge  he  no  thyng  fellc. 
O  sely  prcest,  O  selj  innocent  I 
Wilh  coveilise  anon  ihuu  khalt  be  blenl. 
O  giaceiecs,  fill  biynd  is  thy  conccite, 


No  ihyng  ne  artow  war  of  the  d«die 
Which  that  ihisfox  y-shapeohathfcnllM: 
His  wily  wrenches  Ihou  ne  maystnilAee: 
Wherfore,  to  go  lo  the  condusioan 
That  refereth  to  thy  confudoon. 
Unhappy  man,  anon  I  wot  me  hye 
To  (ellen  ihyn  onwii  and  Ihy  foiyc. 
And   eek   the  fiilsnesse   of  thai  <'   ~ 

As  ferforlh  as  my  konnyoge  may  slr^ 
This  chanoun  was  my  lord,  ye  »' 

Sire  Hoost,  in  feith,  and  by  the  hn 

queenc, 
II  was  another  chanoun  and  nal  her,  ' 
Thai  kan  anhundredfooldmooresubuliK 
He  hath  tntiayfd  folkei  many  lymei 
Of  his  falshede  it  duUelh  mr  lo  iy«lt 
fiver  whan  I  speke  of  his  lalshedi. 
For  shame  of  hym  my  chek^  weuuldcl 
Algates  they  bigynnen  for  to  glowCt 
For  recdncsse  have  I  noon,  r^l  wd  I 

knowc. 
In  my  visage :  for  fumes  diverse 
Of  melais,  whiche  ye  han  herd  mercl-' 
Consoroedand  wasted  han  my  rceo'i 
Kow  laak  heede  of  this  cbanons  c~: 

'  Sire,'  quod  he  lo  the  preesi,  *U<  t'j- 

man  gon 

For  quyk-silver,  ihal  we  hodde  it  anor 

And  lat  hym  bryngen  ounces  two  or  lhr< 

And  whan  he  comlh,  as  faslc  iJial  yr  ■ 

A  wonder  thyng  which  ye  siugh  iv' 

ei  this.' 

'Sire,'  quod  the  preesi,   "il  >J"l 

He  bad  hisservant  fecchenbytnthis  '.1 
And  he  al  redy  was  at  his  biddyn^ 
Andwentebymforth,  and  cam  anon  ^ 
With    ihis   qnyk-silwr,    soothly   '■■; 

And  tokc  ihise  ounces  thre  to  IhechuiL.i' 
And  he  hem  leyde  faire  and  wel  a.liur 
And  bad  Ihe  servant  coles  for  to  t-i(:i : 
Thai  he  anon  myghte  go  to  his  weT)>>ri.; 

The  colii  righl  anon  wercn  y-fci. 

And  Ihii  chanoun  took  oul  a  etasul''.- 

Of  his  bosom,  and  sheweil  it  to  thr  )"-'- 

■III,  it*tify,U*M»*rtfy. 
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lis  instrument/  quod  he,  '  which  that 

thou  seest, 
ike  in  thyn  hand  and  put  thy  self therinne 
this  quyk-silver  an  ounce,  and  heer 

bigynne,  zxax 

:he  name  of  Crist,  to  wexe  a  philosofre. 
erbeenful  fewe  towhiche  Iwoldeprofre 
shewen  hem  thus  muche  of  my  science : 
r  ye  shul  seen  heer  by  experience, 
at  this  quyk-silver  wol  I  mortifye, 
rht  in  youre  sighte  anon,  I  wol  nat  lye, 
d  make  it  as  good  silver  and  as  fyn, 
ther  is  any  in  youre  purse  or  myn,    1x90 
elleswhere,  and  make  it  malliable ; 
d  elles  holdeth  me  fals  and  unable 
longes  folk  for  ever  to  appeere. 
ave  a  poudre  heer,  that  coste  me  deere, 
al  make  al  good,  for  it  is  cause  of  al 
r  konnyng,  which  that  I  yow  shewen 

shal. 
ydith   youre   man   and   lat    hym  be 

ther-onte, 
idshette  the  dore,  whils  we  been  aboute 
re  pryvetee,  that  no  man  us  espie, 
diles  we  werke  in  this  philosophies 
Ai  as  he  bad  fulfilled  was  in  dede  ;    XX40 
is  ilke  servant  anonright  out  yede, 
td  his  maister  shette  the  dore  anon, 
td  to  hire  labour  spedily  they  gon. 
This  preest  at  this  cursed  chanouns 

bidding 
>on  the  fir  anon  sette  this  thyng, 
td  blew  the  fir  and  bisyed  hym  ful  faste ; 
td  this  chanoun  into  the  crosselet  cast 
poudre, — noot  I  wher-Of  that  it  was 
maad,  outher  of  chalk,  outher  of  glas, 
somwhat  elles,  was  nat  worth  a  flye, — 
)  blynde  with  the  preest,  and  bad  hym  hye 
\/t  coles  for  to  couchen  al  above 
te  crosselet ;  '  For  in  tokenyng  I  thee 

love,' 
lod  this  chanoan,  <  thyne  owene  handes 

two 
nl  werche  al  thyng  which  shal  heer 

be  da' 
'  Graunt  tfurcy  I '    quod   the   preest, 

and  was  Ail  glad, 
id  couched  coles  as  that  chanoun  bad ; 
id   while  he  bisy  was,   this  feendly 

wrecche. 


This  false  chanoun, — the  foule  feend  hjrm 

fecche  ! —  X159 

Out  of  his  bosom  took  a  bechen  cole, 
In  which  ful  subtilly  was  maad  an  hole, 
And  therinne  put  was  of  silver  lemaille 
An  ounce,  and  stopped  was  withouten  faille 
The  hole  with  wex,  to  kepe  the  lemaille  in ; 
And  understondeth,  that  this  false  gyn 
Was  nat  maad  ther,  but  it  was  maad  bifore ; 
And  othere  thynges  I  shal  tellen  moore 
Herafterward,  whiche  that  he  with  hym 

broghte ; 
£r  he  cam  there,  hym  to  bigile  he  thoghte; 
And   so  he  dide,  er   that   they   wente 

atwynne ;  1170 

Til  he  had  terved  hym,  he  koude  nat 

blynne. 
It  dulleth  me,  whan  that  I  of  hym  speke ; 
On  his  falshede  fayn  wolde  I  me  wreke. 
If  I  wiste  how,  but  he  is  heere  and  there. 
He  is  so  variaunt,  he  abit  nowhere. 
But    taketh    heede    now,    sires,    for 

Goddes  love  ! 
He  took  this  cole  of  which  I  spak  above. 
And  in  his  hand  he  baar  it  pryvely. 
And  whyles  the  preest  couchede  bisily 
The  coles,  as  I  tolde  yow  er  this,       xi8o 
This  chanoun  seyde,  *  Freend,  ye  doon 

amys, 
This  is  nat  couched  as  it  oghte  be  ; 
But  soone  I  shal  amenden  it,*  quod  he. 

*  Now  lat  me  medle  ther-with  but  a  while, 
For  of  yow  have  I  pitee,  by  Seint  Gile ! 
Ye  been  right  hoot,  I  se  wel  how  ye  swete ; 
Have  heer  a  clooth,  and  wipe  awey  the 

wete.* 
And  whyles  that  the  preest  wiped  his  face. 
This  chanoun  took  his  cole  with  harde 

grace,  1189 

And  leyde  it  above,  upon  the  myddeward 

Of  the  crosselet,  and  blew  wel  afterward, 

Til  that  the  coles  gonne  faste  brenne. 

*Now    yeve   us    drynke,'   quod    the 

chanoun  thenne, 

*  As  swithe  al  shal  be  wel,  I  undertake. 
Sitte  we  doun,  and  lat  us  myrie  make ' ; 

IT 7 1,  //tta/,  stripped.  Dr.  Skeat's  restoration 
for  tne  common  reading  temed. 

II 89.  with  hardi  (Camb.  sory)  grace ^  H^  / 
sekrewe  his/aas. 
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And  whan  that  this  chanoncs  bechen  cole 
Was  brent,  al  the  lemaille  out  of  the  hole 
Into  the  crosselet  fil  anon  adoun, 
And  so  it  moste  nedes,  by  resoun,      Z199 
Syn  it  so  evene  aboven  couched  was  ; 
But  ther-of  wiste  the  preest  no  thyng,  alas ! 
lie  denied  alle  the  coles  ylichc  good. 
For  of  that  sleighte  he  no  thyng  under- 
stood ; 
And   whan   this   alkamystre   saugh    his 

tyme, — 
*  Ris  up,'  quod  he,    *  sire  preest,  and 

stonde  by  me, 
And  for  I  woot  wel  ingot  have  ye  noon, 
Gooth  walketh  forth,  and  brynge  us  a 

chalk  stoon. 
For  I  wol  make  it  of  the  same  shape 
That  is  an  ingot,  if  I  may  han  hape  ; 
And  bryngeth  eek  with  yow  a  bolle  or  a 

panne  1210 

Ful  of  water,  and  ye  shul  se  wel  thanne 
ilow  that  oure  bisynesse  shal  thryve  and 

preeve  ; 
And  yet,  for  ye  shul  han  no  mysbileeve, 
Ne  wrong  conceite  of  me  in  youre  absence, 
I  ne  wol  nat  been  out  of  youre  presence. 
But  go  with  yow,  and  come  with  yow 

ageyn.' 
The  chambre  dorc,  shortly  for  to  seyn, 
They  opened  andshette,  and  went  hir  weye. 
And  forth  with  hem  they  carie<len  thekeye, 
And  coome  agayn  withouten  any  delay. 
What  sholde  I  tarien  al  the  longe  day  ? 
He  took  the  chalk  and  shoope  it  in  the 

wise 
Of  an  ingot,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

I  seye,  he  took  out  of  his  owene  sleeve 
Ateyneofsilver — yvelemoothecheeve ! — 
Which  that  ne  was  nat  but  an  ounce  of 

weighte ; 
And   taketh   heede   now  of  his  cursed 
sleighte. 
lie  shoope  his  ingot  in  Icngthc  and 

eek  in  breede 
Of  this  teyne,  withouten  any  drede, 
So  slyly  that  the  preest  it  nat  espide,   xsjo 
And  in  his  sieve  agayn  he  gan  it  hide, 
And  fro  the  fir  he  took  up  his  mateere 
And  in  thyngot  putte  it  with  myrie  checre. 
And  in  the  water- vessel  he  it  caste, 


Whan  that  hym  luste,  and  bad  the  pfcert 
as  faste, 

*  Look  what  ther  is,  pat  in  thin  hand 

and  grope, 
Thow  fynde  shalt  ther  silver,  as  I  hope.' 
What,  devel  of  belle  !  sholde  it  dlis  be? 
Shavyng  of  silver  silver  is,  pardel  »39 
He  putte  his  hand  in,  and  took  np  atepe 
Of  silver  fyn,  and  glad  in  every  veyne 
Was  this  preest,  when  he  saugfa  thai  it 

was  sa 

*  Goddes  blessyng,  and  his  moodres  abo. 
And  alle  halwes,  have  ye,  sire  chanoim!* 
Seyde  this  preest,  '  and  I  hir  malisoiii  t 
But,  and  ye  voudiesauf  to  techen  me 
This  noble  craft  and  this  subtilitee, 

I  wol  be  youre  in  al  that  ever  I  may.' 
Quod  the  chanoun,  *  Yet  wol  I  mde 
assay  u<9 

The  seconde  tyme,  that  ye  may  taken  heede 
And  been  expert  of  this,  and  inyoureoeede 
Another  daye  assaye  in  myn  absence 
This  disciplyne,  and  this  crafty  scieiioe. 
Lat  take  another  ounce,'  quod  he  tho, 

*  Of  quyk-silver,  withouten  wordes  mo, 
And  do  therwith  as  ye  han  dooo  er  tliis 
With  that  oother,  which  that  now  sflver  i&* 

This  preest  hym  bisieth  in  al  that  he  kan 
To  doon  as  this  chanoun,  this  cnrsed  Dan, 
Comanded  hym,  and  faste  he  blew  the  fir. 
For  to  come  to  thefiect  of  his  desir;  ii6| 
And  this  chanoun,  right  in  the  meeoe 

while, 
Al  redy  was  the  preest  eft  to  bigile. 
And  for  a  contenaunce  in  his  hand  he  bar 
An  holwe  stikke, — taak  kepe  and  be 

war, — 
In  the  endeof  which  an  ounce  and  namooie 
Of  silver  lemaille  pat  was  (as  bifore 
Wasinhiscole)and  stopped  withwexwcdt 
For  to  kepe  in  his  lemaille  every  deeL  1*69 
And  whil  this  preest  was  in  his  faisynesae, 
This  chanoun  with  his  stikke  gan  hym 

dresse 
To  hym  anon,  and  his  poadre  caste  in 
As  he  did  er, — the  devel  oat  of  his  skyn 
I  lym  terve,  I  pray  to  God,  for  his  fidshede  \ 
For  he  was  ever  fob  in  thoght  and  dede, — 
And  with  thb  stikke,  above  the  crossilet. 


1374.  ttrvtt  H*  /9rw#,  tumt;  see  I.  1171. 
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That  was  orde3riied  with  that  false  get, 
Me  stired  the  coles,  til  relente  gan 
The  wex  agayn  the  fir,  as  every  man, 
But  it  a  fool  be,  woot  wel  itmootnede;  1280 
\nd  al  that  in  the  stikke  was  out  yede, 
\nd  in  the  crosselet  hastily  it  fel. 

N6w,   good   sires,  what  wol   ye  bet 
than  wel  ? 
bVhan  that  this  preest  thus  was  bigiled 

ageyn, 
>apposynge  noght  but  treuthe,  sooth  to 

seyn, 
f  le  was  so  glad  that  I  kan  nat  expresse 
[  n  no  manere  his  my rthe  and  his  gladnesse ; 
rVod  to  the  chanoun  he  profred  eftsoone 
biody  and  good.    <  Ye,'  quod  the  chanoun 

scone, 
^  Though  poure  I  be,  crafty  thou  shalt 
me  fynde ;  1290 

I  wame  thee  yet  is  ther  moore  bihynde. 
Is  ther  any  coper  her-inne  ? '  seyde  he. 
•  Yc,*  quod  the  preest,  *  sire,  I  trowe 
wel  ther  be.' 
'  Elles  go  bye  us  som,  and  that  as  swithe. 
Kow,  goode  sire,  go  forth  thy  wey  and 

hy  the.* 
I  le  wente  his  wey,  and  with  the  coper  cam. 
And  this  chanoun  it  in  his  handes  nam. 
And  of  that  coper  weyed  out  but  an  ounce. 
Al  to  sjonple  is  my  tonge  to  pronounce, 
As  ministre  of  my  wit,  the  doublcnesse  1300 
Of  this  chanoun,  roote  of  alle  cursednesse. 
He  semed  freendly  to  hem  that  knewe 

hym  noght. 
But  he  was  feendly  bothe  in  werk  and 

thoght 
It  weerieth  me  to  telle  of  his  falsnesse, 
And  nathelees  yet  wol  I  it  expresse 
To  that  entent  men  may  be  war  therby. 
And  for  noon  oother  cause,  trewely. 
He  patte  the  ounce  of  coper  in  the 
crosselet. 
And  on  the  fir  as  swithe  he  hath  it  set, 
And  caste  in  poudre,  and  made  the  preest 
to  blowe,  13x0 

And  in  his  werkyng  for  to  stoupe  lowe, 
As  be  dide  er,  and  al  nas  but  a  jape. 
Right  as  hym  liste  the  preest  he  made 

hi^  ape ; 
And  afterWard  in  the  ingot  he  it  caste, 

S  257 


And  in  the  panne  putte  it  at  the  laste, 
Of  water.     In  he  putte  his  owene  hand ; 
And  in  his  sieve,  as  yc  biforen-hand 
Herdc  me  telle,  he  hadde  a  silver  teyne  ; 
He  slyly  tooke  it  out, — this  cursed  heyne, — 
Unwityng  this  preest  of  his  false  craft,  1320 
And  in  the  pannes  botme  he  hath  it  laft. 
Ami  in  the  water  rorableth  to  and  fro, 
And  wonder  pryvely  took  up  also 
The  coper  teyne,  noght  knowynge  this 

preest, 
Andhiddeit,and  hym  hente  by  the  breest. 
And  tohymspak and  thus seydeinhisgame, 
*Stoupeth  adoun,  by  God,  ye  be  to  blame, 
Helpelh  me  now,  as  I  dide  yow  whilrcer, 
Putte  in  yourc  hand,  and  lookcth  what 

is  theer.' 
This  preftst  took  up  this  silver  teyne 


anon, 


1330 


And  thanne  seyde  the  chanoun, '  Latus  gon 
With  thise  thre  teynes  whiche  that  we  han 

wroght 
To  som  goldsmyth,  and  wite  if  they  been 

ought ; 
For,  by  my  feith,  I  nolde  for  myn  hood. 
But  if  they  were  silver  fyn  and  good, 
And  that  as  swithe  precved  it  shal  bee.' 
Unto  the  goldsmyth  with  thise  teynes 

three 
They  wente,  and  putte  thise  teynes  in 

assay 
Tofirandhamer;  myghtenomanseyenay. 
But  that  they  weren  as  hem  oghte  be.    1340 
This  sotted  preest,  who  was  gladder 

than  he  ? 
Was  never  brid  gladder  agayn  the  day, 
Ne  nyghtyngale  in  the  sesoun  of  May. 
Nas  never  man  that  luste  bet  to  synge, 
Ne  ladye  lustier  in  carolynge, 
Or,  for  to  speke  of  love  and  wommanhede, 
Ne  knyght  in  armes  todoon  an  hardy  dede 
To  stonden  in  grace  of  his  lady  deere, 
Than  hadde  this  preest  this  soory  craft 

to  leere  ;  1349 

And  to  the  chanoun  thus  hespak  and  seyde : 
*  For  love  of  God,  that  for  us  allc  deyde, 
And  as  I  may  deserve  it  unto  yow, 
W^hat  shal  this  receite  coste,  telleth  now?* 
'  By  oure  lady,*  quod    this  chanoun, 

*  it  is  deere. 
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I  warne  yow  wel,  for  save  I  and  a  frere 
In  Engelond  ther  lean  no  man  it  make.' 

*  No  fors,'  quod  he,   *  now,   sire,  for 

Goddes  sake, 
What  shal  I  paye  ?     Telleth  me,  T  preye. ' 

*  Y-wis,'  quod  he,  *it  is  ful  deere,  I  seye. 
Sire,  at  o  word,  if  that  thee  list  it  have. 
Ye  shul  paye  fourty  pound,  so  God  me 

save ;  1361 

And  nere  the  freendshipe  that  ye  dide  er  this 
To  me  ye  sholdc  paye  moore,  y-wis.' 
This  prccst  the  somme  of  fourty  pound 

anon 
Of  nobles  fette,  and  took  hem  everichon 
To  this  chanoun,  for  this  ilke  receit. 
Al  his  werkyng  nas  but  fraude  and  deceit. 
*Sire  preest,*  he  seyde,  *I  kepe  han 

no  loos  * 

Of  my  craft,  for  I  wolde  it  kept  were  cloos, 
And,  as  yc  love  me,  kepeth  it  secree ;  1370 
For,  and  men  knewen  al  my  soutiltee. 
By  God,  they  wolden  han  so  greet  envye 
To  me,  by  cause  of  my  philosophye, 
I  sholdc  be  deed  ;  ther  were  noon  oother 

wcye. ' 

*  God  ii  forbeede,'  quod  the  preest ; 

*  what  say  ye  ? 
Vet  hadde  I  levere  spenden  al  the  good 
Which  tliat  I  have, — and  elles  wexe  I 

wood  I — 
Than  that  yc  sholden   falle    in   swiche 

mcscheef.' 

*  For  you  re   good  wyl,  sire,  have  ye 

right  good  prccf,* 
Quod  the  chanoun,  *  and  farewel,  grant 

fnercyP  1380 

He  wente  his  wcy  and  never  the  preest 

hym  sy 
After  that  day ;  and  whan  that  this  preest 

sholde 
Makcn  assay  at  swich  tyme  as  he  wolde 
Of  this  receit,  farwel,  it  wolde  nat  be  ! 
Lo,  thus  byjai)cd  and  bigiled  was  he. 
Thus  makcth  he  his  introduccioun. 
To  brynge  folk  to  hir  destniccioun. 

Considereth  sires,  howthat  incchestaat, 
Bitwixc  men  and  gold  ther  is  debaat 
So  fcr forth,  that  unnethe  is  ther  noon.  1390 
This  multiplying  blent  so  many  oon, 


That,  in  good  feith,  I  tiowe  that  it  bee 
The  cause  grettest  of  swich  scarsetee. 
Philosophres  speken  so  mystily 
In  thiscraft,  that  men  kan  nat  come  theitry, 
For  any  wit  that  men  han  now-a-dajes.     i 
They  mowe  wel  chiteren  as  doon  these    I 

jayes. 
And  in  hir  termes  sette  liir  lust  and  peyne, 
But  to  hir  purposshul  they  never  aiteyae. 
A  man  may  lightly  leme,  if  hehaveaiqght, 
To  multiplie,  and   brynge  his  good  to 

naught.  ufA 

Lo,  swich  a  lucre  is  in  this  lusty  game 
A  mannes  myrthe  it  wol  tume  untogruM^ 
And  empten  also  grete  and  hevye  pones, 
And  maken  folk  for  to  puichacen  conei 
Of  hem  that  han  hir  good  therto  y-lent 
O  fy,  for  shame !  they  that  han  been  fafcot,   I 
Alias  !  kan  they  nat  flee  the  fires  heete? 
Ye  that  it  use  I  rede  ye  it  leete, 
Lest  ye  lese  al,  for  'bet  than  never  is  hte*: 
Never  to  thryve  were  to  long  a  date.  141* 
Though  ye  prolle  ay,  ye  shulitnever^riKle. 
Ye  been  as  boold  as  is  Bayard  the  Uynde* 
That  blondreth  forth  and  peril  castetb 

noon. 
He  is  as  boold  to  renne  agayn  a  stooD, 
As  for  to  goon  bisides  in  the  weye. 
So  faren  ye  that  multiplie,  I  seye ; 
If  that  youre  eyen  kan  nat  seen  aright, 
Looke  that  youre  mynde  lakke  no^his 

sight. 
For  though  ye  looken  never  so  brode,  iw 

stare,  14* 

Ye  shul  nat  wynne  a  myte  on  that  cbsffu^i 
But  wasten  al  that  ye  may  rape  and  renoe' 
Withdraweth    the    fir,   lest    it   to  ^^ 

brenne, — 
Medleth  namoore  with  that  art,  I  JOfSD^ 
For,  if  ye  doon,  youre  thrift  isgoonfiildeoe^ 
And  right  as  swithe,  I  wolyowteUenhee'^ 
What  philosophres  seyn  in  this  mateeiv- 
Lo,  thusseith  Arnold  of  the  Newe-Toan> 
As  his  Kosarie  maketh  mendoian  ; 
He  seith  right  thus,  withouten  any  lye,  i4>> 
Ther  may  no  man  mercuric  mortifie, 
But  it  be  with  his  brother  knowledqfDC* 

1411.  Bayard^  a  typiod  name  for  a  hone. 

i4a8.  Arnold c/ ae  Ntwe-Tfmm,  AmMa»*l^ 
Villanova,  a  philosophical  physidan  of  the  i^ 
century. 
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liat  he  which  that  first  seyde  this 

thyng 

osophres  fader  was,  Hermes  ; 

h  how  that  the  dragon  doutelees 

th  nat,  but  if  that  he  be  slayn 

is  *  brother' ;  and  that  is  for  to  sayn 

Iragon  Mercurie,  and  noon  oother, 

derstood,  and  bryrastoon  by  his 

brother, 

It  of  Sol  and  Luna  were  y-drawe  ; 

therfore,'  seyde  he,   *taak  heede 

to  my  sawe  ;  1441 

nan  bisye  hym  thisarte  fortoseche, 

hat  he  thentencioun  and  speche 

osophres  understonde  kan ; 

'  he  do,  he  is  a  lewed  man, 

\  science  and  this  konnyng, '  quod  he, 

he  secree  of  secrees,  pardeeJ* 

ther  was  a  disciple  of  Plato 

n  a  tyme  seyde  his  maister  to, 

xx)k  SeniorvtoX  bere  witnesse,  1450 

is  was  his  demande,  in  soothfast- 

nesse, 

me  the  name  of  the  privee  stoon.' 

Plato  answerde  unto  hym  anoon, 

the  stoonthat  7i'/^;i^j  men  name' — 

HermtSy  i.e.  Hermes  Trismegistus. 
t/u  dragon^  Mercury. 
Sol  and  Luna,  i.e.  gold  and  silver, 
rhe  allusion  b  to  the  pseudo-Aristotelian 
SecrviorufH. 

his  book  Senior.  '  The  book  alluded  to  is 
n  the  Theatrum  Ckemicum  under  this 
Senioris  Zadith  fil.  Hamuelis  tabula 
"  The  story  which  follows  of  Plato  and 
>les  is  there  told,  with  some  variations, 
ion '  (Tyrwhitt).  Dr.  Skeat  notes  that 
e  Plato  occurs  three  times  only  a  few 
3w,  which  explains  Chaucer's  mistake. 


*  Which  is  that  ? '  quod  he.   *  Magnasia 

is  the  same,' 
Seyde  Plato.     *  Ye,  sire,  and  is  it  thus  ? 
This  is  ignciutn  per  ignocius. 
What  is  Magnasia,  good  sire,  lyowpreye?' 

'  It  is  a  water  that  is  maad,  I  seye. 
Of  elementes  foure,'  quod  Plato.         1460 
<  Telle  me  the  roote,  good  sire,'  quod 
he  tho, 
*  Of  that  water,  if  it  be  youre  wille.' 

*  Nay,  nay,'  quod  Plato,  *  certein  that 

I  nylle ; 
The  philosophres  sworn  were  everychoon 
That  they  sholden  discovere  it  unto  noon, 
Ne  in  no  book  it  write  in  no  manere, 
For  unto  Crist  it  is  so  lief  and  deere. 
That  he  wol  nat  that  it  discovered  bee, 
But  where  it  liketh  to  his  deitee 
Man  for  tenspire,  and  eek  for  to  deffende 
Whom  that  hym  liketh ;  lo,  this  is  the 

ende.'  1471 

Thanne  conclude  I  thus,  sith  that  God 

of  hevene 
Ne  wil  nat  that  the  philosophres  nevene 
How  that  a  man  shal  come  unto  this 

stoon, 
I  rede  as  for  the  beste  lete  it  goon ; 
For  who  so  maketh  God  his  adversarie, 
As  for  to  werken  anythyng  in  contrarie 
Of  his  wil,  certcs  never  shal  he  thryve, 
Thogh  that  he  multiplieterme  of  his  lyve  ; 
And  there  a  poynt ;  for  ended  is  my  t&le. 
God  sende  every  trewe  man  boote  of  his 

bale.     Amen,  1481 

Z461.  roote,  H^  roche. 


GROUP  H 


irds  of  Divers  of  the  Pilgrims 

YT  ye  nat  wher^  ther  stant  a  litel  toun, 
that  y-cleped  is  Bobbe-up-and- 
doun, 

the  Blee  in  Caunterbury  weye  ? 

^•u/-amd^douHj  usually  identified  with 
own,  but  in  the  parish  of  Thannington 
a  neld  of  '  Up-and-Down'  which,  if, 
»bable,  the  old  Camterbury  road  took  a 
u  different  direction  from  the  modem 
y  be  the  site  intended. 
Blee,  Blcan  forest. 


Ther  gan  oure  Hooste  for  to  jape  and  pleye, 
And  seyde,  *  Sires,  what !  Dun  is  in  the 

Myre! 
Is  ther  no  man  for  preyere  ne  for  hyre. 
That  wole  awake  oure  felawe  al  bihynde  ? 
A  theef  myght  hym  ful  lightly  robbe  and 

bynde. 

5.  Dun  is  in  ike  Myre  (the  horse  is  stuck),  the 
name  of  an  old  game  in  which  the  company  had 
to  extricate  a  wooden  '  Dun '  from  an  imaginary 

slough. 
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See  how  he  nappeth !  see  how,  for  cokkes 

bones  1 
As  he  wol  falle  fro  his  hors  atones.       lo 
Is    that   a    Cook    of    Londoun?    with 

meschaunce  ! 
Do  hym  come  forth,  he  knoweth   his 

penaunce, 
For  he  shal  telle  a  tale,  by  my  fey  ! 
Although  it  be  nat  worth  a  hotel  hey. 
Awake,  thou  Cook,'  quod  he,  •  God  yeve 

thee  sorwe  ! 
What  eyleth  thee  to  slept*  by  the  morwe  ? 
Ilastow  had   flecn   al  nyght,   or  artow 

dronke  ? 
Or   hastow  with  som    quene  al  nyght 

y-swonke. 
So  that  thou  mayst  nat  holden  up  th3rn 

heed?' 
This  Cook,  that  was  ful  pale  and  no 

thyng  reed,  20 

Seyde  to  oure  Hoost,  *  So  God  my  soulc 

blcsse. 
As  ther  is  falle  on  me  swich  hevynesse, 
Noot  I  nat  why,  that  me  were  levere  slepe 
Than  the  beste  galon  wyn  in  Chepe.' 
*  Wcl,'  quod  the  Maunciple,  *  if  it  may 

doon  ese 
To  thee,  sire  Cook,  and  to  no  wight  displese 
Which  that  heere  rideth   in  this  com- 

paignye, 
And  that  oure  Hoost  woleof  hiscurteisye, 
I  wol  as  now  excuse  thee  of  thy  tale. 
For,  in  good  feith,  thy  visage  is  ful  pale, 
Thyne   eyen   daswen   eek,   as   that   me 

thynketh,  31 

And  wel   I  woot  thy  breeth  ful  soure 

stynketh. 
That  she  weth  wel  thou  art  nat  wel  disposed ; 
Of  mecerteynthoushalt  nat  been  y-glosed. 
See  how  he  ganeth,  lo,  this  dronken  wight ! 
As  though  he  wolde  swolwe  us  anonright. 
Iloold  cloos  thy  mouth,  man,  by  thy  fader 

kyn  ! 
The  devcl  of  helle  sette  his  foot  ther-in  ! 
Thy  cursed  breeth  infecte  wole  us  alle. 
Fy,  stynkyng  swyn  !  fy,  foulc  moote  thou 

falle !  40 

A  !  taketh  heede,  sires,  of  this  lusty  man ! 
Now,  swcete  sire,  wol  ye  justen  att6  fan  ? 

9.  Jutw^f^rcokket^  lA^  f&r  Gcddes* 


Therto  me  thynketh  ye  been  wd  y-shape ! 
I  trowe  that  ye  dronken  han  wyn  ape, 
And  that  is  whan  men  pleyenwithastnw.' 
And  with  this  speche  the  Cook  wax 

wrooth  and  wraw, 
And  on  the  Manciple  he  gan  nodde  ftste 
For  lakke  of  speche,  and  doun  the  bois 

hym  caste, 
Where  ashe  laytill  that  menuphym  took. 
This  was  a  fair  chyvachee  of  a  Cook.  50 
Alias  !  he  nadde  holde  hym  by  his  Udd ! 
And  er  that  he  agayn  were  in  his  sadd 
Thcr  was  greet showvyng,  bothetoandfro, 
To  lifte  hym  up,  and  muchel  care  and  wo, 
So  unweeldy  was  this  sory,  palled  goosL 
And  to  the  Manciple  thajine  spak  oare 

Hoost : 

<  By-cause  drynke  hath  dominadoon 
Upon  this  man,  by  my  savacioan, 

I  trowe,  he  lewedly  wolde  telle  his  tik. 
For  were  it  wyn,  or  oold  or  moysty  ale. 
That  he  hath  dronke,  he  speketh  in  his 
nose,  *» 

And  fneseth  faste,  and  eek  he  hath  thepose- 
He  hath  also  to  do  moore  than  ynoogb 
To  kepe  hym  and  his  capul  out  of  slough ; 
And  if  he  falle  from  his  capol  eftsoone, 
Thanne  shal  we  alle  have  ynogh  to  doooe, 
In  liftyng  up  his  hevy,  dronken  cois ; 
Telle  on  thy  tale,  of  hym  make  I  no  ibis- 

<  But  yet,  Manciple,  in  feith  thou  art 

to  nyce, 
Thus  openly  repreve  hym  of  his  vice;  r* 
Another  day  he  wole,  periventure, 
Reclayme  thee  and  brynge  thee  to  Inrti" 
I  meene,  he  speke  wole  of  smale  thyng^ 
As  for  to  pynchen  at  thy  rekenynges: 
That  were  nat  honeste,  if  it  cam  to  pree^- 
'  *  No,'  quod  the  Manciple,  « that  wci« 

a  greet  mescheef  I 
So  myghte  he  lightly  brynge  me  in  thesnarC} 
Yet  hadde  I  levere  payen  for  the  maie 
Wliich  he  rit  on,  than  he  sholde  with  ^ 

stryve.  79 

I  wol  nat  wratthehym,  al  somooti  thiyve  1 

That  that  I  spake  I  sqrde  it  in  my  bourde'r 

Andwiteyewhat?  Ihaveheerinagoni^^ 

44.  mynaU,  The  lloo,  aw,  ihMiH  Md  FJJ 
represented  degrees  of  nninlMMWiM:  the  *F 
answering  to  the  *  joyoot*  stage,  an  tinkiiMi  jc^ 
At  the  cook's  solleniMSR. 
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raghte  of  wyn,  ye,  of  a  rip^  grape, 
I  right  anon  ye  shul  seen  a  good  jape. 
s  Cook  shal  dry  nice  ther-of,  if  that  I  may. 
peyne  of  deeth,  he  wol  nat  seye  me  nay.  * 
jid  certeynly,  to  tellen  as  it  was, 
his  vessel  the  Cook  drankefaste,  alias  1 
at  neded   hym?  he   drank    ynough 

bifom ;  89 

I  whan  he  hadde  pouped  in  this  horn, 
he  Manciple  he  took  the  gourdeagayn ; 
1  of  that  drynke  the  Cook  was  wonder 

fayn, 
I  thanked  hym  in  swich  wise  as  he 

koude. 
Iianne  gan  oure   Hoost  to  laughen 

wonder  loude, 
1  seyde,  <  I  se  wel  it  is  necessarie, 
ere  that  we  goon,  good  drynke  we 

with  us  carie, 
that  wol  tume  rancour  and  disese 
ordand  love,  and  many  a  wrong  apese. 
Othou  Bacns  1  y-blessed  be  thy  name ! 


.t  so  kanst  tumen  emest  into  game,  it  ^ 


rshipe  and  thank  be  to  thy  deitee  ! 
:hat  mateere  ye  gete  namoore  of  me  ; 
le  on  thy  tale.  Manciple,  I  thee  preye.' 
Wel,  sire,'  quod  he,  '  now  herkneth 
what  I  seye.' 


MANCIPLE'S  TALE 

tre  bigynneth  The  Manciplts  TaU  of 
the  Crowe 

Vhan  Phebus  dwelled  heere  in  this 

erthe  adoun, 
olde  bookes  maken  mencioun, 
was  the  mooste  lusty  bachiler 
il  this  world,  and  eek  the  best  archer, 
slow  Phitoun,  the  serpent,  as  he  lay 
pynge  agayn  the  sonne  upon  a  day, 
1  many  another  noble  worthy  dede 
with  his  bowe  wroghte,  as  men  may 

rede. 

'tmcipUs  Tale,  *The  fable  of  the  Crow, 
:h  is  the  subject  of  the  Manciple's  Tale,  has 
I  related  by  so  many  authors  from  Ovid  down 
Grower  tliat  it  b  unpossiUe  to  say  whom 
ocer  priodpally  IbUowed '  (Tyrwhitt  >. 
•S.  erthe^  E  wtrU, 
9.  Phit9tm^  PjrthoD. 


Pleyen  he  koude  on  every  mynstralcie. 
And  syngen,  that  it  was  a  melodie 
To  heeren  of  his  cleere  voys  the  soun. 
Certes  the  kyng  of  Thebes,  Amphioun, 
That  with  his  syngyng  walled  that  citee, 
Koude  never  syngen  half  so  wel  as  hee. 
Therto  he  was  the  semelieste  man       119 
That  is,  or  was,  sith  that  the  world  bigan. 
What  nedeth  it  his  fetures  to  discryve. 
For  in  this  world  was  noon  so  fair  on  ly  ve. 
He  was  ther-with  fiilfild  of  gentillesse. 
Of  honour,  and  of  parfit  worthynesse. 

This  Phebus  that  was  flour  of  bachilrie. 
As  wel  in  fredom  as  in  chivalrie. 
For  his  desport,  in  signe  eek  of  victorie 
Of  Phitoun,  so  as  telleth  us  the  storie, 
Was  wont  to  beren  in  his  hand  a  bowe. 

Now  hadde  this  Phebus  in  his  hous  a 

crowe  130 

Which  in  a  cage  he  fostred  many  a  day, 

And  taughte  it  speken,  as  men  teche  a  jay. 

Whit  was  this  crowe  as  is  a  snow-whit 


swan. 


And  countrefete  the  speche  of  every  man 
He  koude,  whan  he  sholde  telle  a  tale  ; 
Ther-with  in  al  this  world  no  nyghtyngale 
Ne  koude,  by  an  hondred  thousand  deel, 
Syngen  so  wonder  myrily  and  weel. 

Now  hadde  this  Phebusinhishousawyf, 
Which  that  he  lovede  moore  than  his  lyf, 
And  nyght  and  day  dide  ever  his  diligence 
Hir  for  to  plese,  and  doon  hire  reverence ; 
Save  oonly,  if  the  sothe  that  I  shal  sayn, 
Jaloushe  wasand  wolde  have  kept  hire  fayn, 
For  hym  were  looth  byjaped  for  to  be ; 
/  fl*^ '  ^"^  ^°  ^  every  wight  in  swich  degree  ; 
But  all  in  ydel,  for  it  availleth  noght. 
Agoodwyf  thatisclene  of  werkand  thoght 
Sholde  nat  been  kept    in  noon  awayt, 

certayn  ; 
And  trewely  the  labour  is  in  vayn        150 
To  kepe  a  shrewe,  for  it  wol  nat  bee. 
This  holde  I  for  a  verray  nycetee. 
To  spille  labour  for  to  kepe  wyves ; 
Thus  writen  olde  clerkes  in  hir  lyves. 

But  now  to  purpos,  as  I  first  bigan  ; 
This  worthy  Phebus  dooth  all  that  he  kan 
To    plesen    hire,    wenynge    by    swich 
plesaunce, 

147.  inydely  lA^/ornought. 
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_  ^droihianiBahedeand  hisgovemaunce, 
That  DO  man  sholde  lion  put  hym  from 

But  Godilwao(,ther  may  no  innn  embrace 
AstodestreyneathyriE  which  thai  tintute 
Hmh  nnlurecUy  tel  ia  a  ctniure. 

Tank  any  bryJ,  and  put  it  in  a.  cagir, 
And  do  el  thyn  entcnie,  and  thy  corng?, 
Ty  fostre  it  lendrely  with  mele  and  dtynlic 
Or&lle  deyotees  that  thou  kanit  bithyiike, 
And  keeps  it  si  so  denly  as  thou  may, 
Al  (hough  his  c^c  of  golj  be  □eversogny, 
Vethaththisbiid  by  twenty  thousand  roold 
"7  0  Levere  io  b  foicst,  that  is  rude  and  i:oo!{), 
GooQ  eli  wormes  and  swich  wiccchcil' 


For  ever  this  brid  wol  doon  hb  bisynesse 
To  escape  out  of  his  cage,  ir  he  mny : 
His  libertee  Ihii  brid  desireth  ay. 

LaC  take  a  cat,  and  fbstie  hyin  wel 
with  milk 
And  lenilie  tiessh,  and  make  his  cauche 
ofeilk, 
id  lat  hym  teen  a  mous  go  by  Ibe  wal, 
iDoiihe  weyvethmilk,  and  flessh,  and  nl, 
>ad  every  deyntM  that  U  in  thai  hous, 
Iwich  appelit  he  hath  to  ete  a  mous.  iSo 
Lo,  heere  hath  lust  his  dominacloun. 
And  appetlt  fleemelh  discrecioun. 

A  she- wolf  hath  also  a  vileyns  kyndc ; 

The  lewedcstc  wolf  (hat  she  may  fyndc, 

"   leest  of  leputacioun,  that  wol  she  take 

lyme  whan  hir  lust  lo  ban  a  make. 

Alle  Ihise  cnsamples  spcke  I  by  lbi|e 


wi 

Lo, 

^Th' 

t 


That  been  unliewe,  and  no  thyng  by 


For  men  han  ever  a  likemiu  appelit, 
On  tower  thyng  to  parfournc  hir  debt  190 
Than  on  hire  wjvcs,  be  ihej never  so  faire, 
Ne  never  to  trewe,  ne  so  debooaiie ; 
FUssbis  so  newebngcl,  with  meschnunce  '. 
That  we  ne  konoe  b  no  th)-ng  ban 
plesauoce, 
it  sownetb  inln  vertu,  any  while, 
r  Thit  PhebuE,  which  that  Iboghle  \i\ioci 
ogile. 

eceyveJ  wu  for  al  hiijolitec, 
If  under  hym  another  hadd^  sbee, 
n  oflitel  icpuladouD. 


Nat  worth  to  Phebus  10  compatlwim ;  ■" 
The  moore  harm  is,  it  happeth  eSii  Mv 
Of  which  (her  comethmuchel  hannutdm. 

And  so  bifel,  wbaa  Phebus  wu  tbcca' 
His  wyf  anon  hath  for  hie  lcmm»a  tra 
'  Hir  temman?'  certes  (his  is  a  knr,--i 

Foryeveih  it  rae,  and  that  I  yow  M' 

The  wise  Plato  seilh,  as  ye  inajr  mi. 
'Tlie  word  moot  nede  accord^  «i   ' 

dede'; 
If  men  sbal  telle  properly  a 
The  word  nioot  cosyn  be  to 
I  am  a  boystous  man  i  righl  tl 
Ther  nys  110  diffetencc  irewtly 
Bitwise  a  wyf  that  is  of  hei^  d 
If  of  hire  boiiy  dishoneste  she  b 
And  n  poute  weacbe.  oolhet  tli 
If  it  so  be  ihcy  werke  both  m 
But  (hat  the  gentile  in  '  ' 
She  sbal  be  clcped  hit '  lady,'  aa  b 
And  for  (hat  oolher  ia  a  ponrt  w  ~ 
She  shal  be  cicped  hb  '  wench 

'lemmaR,' 
AndGodi(waol,mynowenedeMefl 
Afen  leyn  (bat  oon  as  lows  « 

Right  so  bitwiie  a  tilleles 
And  an  outlawe,  or  a  tbcef  ci 
The  same  I  seye,  thei  b  m 
To  Alisaundrf  was  loold  l) 
That  for  the  liraunt  is  of  gietterf 
By  force  of  mey  nee,  for  to  ileea  d) 
And  brennen  hous  and  h 

al  plnyn, 
Lo,  llicifore  is  he  cleiied  a '  ca[dtJ 
And  for  theoutUwchatbbnt  n 
Andmaynat  dooBEOgKetu 
Ne  btynge  a  eontrec  10 10  gntl  a 
Mcnclepenhyman  'oullawc.'oia    ._ 
But  for  I  am  n  man  ni?ght  leilso^ 
I  wol  noghl  telle  of  tenlrt  n«er»  dtri. 
I  wol  go  10  my  tale  ai  I  bigan. 
Whan  Phebuswyfhnd  sent  for  hit  UrriiT 
Anon  ihey  wroghlen  al  hire  lust  v' ' 

The  white  crnwe  that  heens  ay  > 
cage 
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Biheeld  hirewerk  and  seyde  never  a  word ; 
And  whan  that  hoom  was  come  Phebus, 

the  lord, 
This  crowe  sang  *  Cokkow  I   Cokkow  ! 

Cokkow!* 
« What !   bryd,*  quod  Phebus,  *  what 

song  syngestow  ? 
Ne  were  thow  wont  so  myrily  to  sjrnge 
That  to  myn  herte  it  was  a  rejoysynge 
To  hcere  thy  voys  ?     Alias !  what  song 

is  this?' 
•  By  God !  *  quod  he,  *  I  synge  nat  amys. 
Phebus,* quod  he,  *  foral  thy  worthy nesse. 
For  al  thy  beautee  and  thy  gentilesse,  350 
For  al  thy  song  and  al  thy  mynstralcye, 
For  al  thy  waityng,  blered  is  thyn  eye 
With  oon  of  litel  reputacioun, 
Koght  worth  to  thee  as  in  comparisoun 
Themontanceofa  gnat,  so  moote  I  thryve ! 
For  on  thy  bed  thy  wyf  I  saugh  hjrm  swy  ve.  * 
What  wol  ye  moore  ?    The  crowe  anon 

hjrm  tolde 
By  sadde  tokenes,  and  by  wordes  bolde, 
How  that  his  wyf  had  doon  hire  lecherye, 
Hjrm  to  greet  shame  and  to  greet  vileynye, 
And  tolde  hym  ofle  he  saugh  it  with  his 

eyen.  261 

This  Phebus gan  aweyward  forto  wryen, 

And  thoughte  his  sorweful  herte  brast 

atwo ; 
His  bowe  he  bente,  and  sette  ther-inne 

a  flo. 
And  in  his  ire  his  wyf  thanne  hath  he 

slayn, — 
This  is  theffect,  ther  is  namoore  to  sayn  ; 
For  sorwe  of  which  hebrakhismynstralcie, 
Bothe  harpe,  and  lute,  and  gyteme,  and 

sautrie, 
And  eek  he  brak  his  arwes  and  his  bowe. 
And  after  that  thus  spak  he  to  the  crowe  : 
♦Trailour/  quod  he,  *with  tonge  of 

scorpioun  271 

Thou  hast  me  broght  to  my  confusioun. 
Alias  !  that  I  was  wroght !  why  nere  I 

deed? 
O  deere  wyf !  O  gemme  of  lustiheed  ! 
That  were  to  me  so  sad,  and  eek  so  trewe, 
Kow  listow  deed,  with  face  pale  of  hewe, 
Fnl  gylteles, — that  dorste  I  swere,  y-wys ! 
O  nJcel  hand  !  to  doon  so  foule  amys. 


O  trouble  wit  1  O  ire,  reccheles  ! 

That  unavysed  smyteth  gilteles  I  280 

O  wantrust !  ful  of  fals  suspecioun. 

Where  was  thy  wit  and  thy  discrecioun  ? 

O  every  man,  be  war  of  rakelnesse, 

Ne   trowe   no  thyng  withouten   strong 

witnesse. 
Smyt  nat  to  soone,  er  that  ye  witen  why  ; 
And  beeth  avysed  wel  and  sobrely, 
Er  ye  doon  any  execucioun 
Upon  youre  ire  for  suspecioun  ! 
Alias  !  a  thousand  folk  hath  rakel  ire 
Fully  fordoon,  and  broght  hem  in  the 

mire !  290 

Alias  !  for  sorwe  I  wol  myselvcn  sice.* 
And  to  the  crowe,   *  O  false  theef ! ' 

seyde  he, 
'  I  wol  thee  quite  anon  thy  false  tale. 
Thou  songe  whilom  lyk  a  nyghtyngale  ; 
Now  shallow,  false  theef,  thy  song  forgon, 
And  eek  thy  white  fetheres  everichon  ; 
Ne  never  in  al  thy  lif  ne  shaltou  speke  ; 
Thus  shal  men  on  a  traytour  been  awreke. 
Thou,  and  thyn  of-spryng,  ever  shul  be 

blake, 
Ne  never  sweete  noyse  shul  ye  make,  300 
But  ever  crie  agayn  tempest  and  rayn, 
In  tokenynge  that  thurgh  thee  my  wyf  is 

slayn.* 
And  to  the  crowe  he  stirte,  and  that  anon, 
And  pulled  his  white  fetheres  everychon, 
And  made  hym  blak,  and  reftc  hym  all 

his  song, 
And  eek  his  spcche,  and  out  at  dore  hym 

slong. 
Unto  the  devel,  which  I  hym  bitake  ! 
And  for  this  caas  been  alle  crowes  blake. 
Lordynges,   by  this  ensamplc   I  yow 

preye,  309 

Beth  war,  and  taketh  kepe  what  I  seye ; 
Ne  telleth  never  no  man  in  youre  lyf 
How  that  another  man  hath  dight  his  wyf; 
He  wol  yow  haten  mortally,  certeyn. 
Daun  Salomon,  as  wise  clerkes  seyn, 
Techeth  a  man  to  kepen  his  tonge  wcel ; 
But  as  I  seyde,  I  am  noght  textuecl, 
But  nathelees,  thus  taughte  me  my  dame  : 


300.  noyse y  E  x'oys. 

310.  I  seye y  K*  ye  seye. 

316.  textuee/,  H*  iexUd{text)weL 
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Goddes 
My  sooe,  keepc  wel  thy  longe  iind  keepe 

Ihy  Eteeod  i  319 

A  wiltked  longe  is  wone  than  a  fecnd ; 
My  sons,  fiom  arecnd  men  may  hem  blese ; 
My  sone,  God  of  his  cndelees  goodnesse 
Wtlled  a  ton|;e  wiih  leelh  and  lippes  eke, 
Formansholdehymavyse  what  hi;  spec ke; 
My  sone,  (ul  ofte  for  10  muchc  spechc 
Hath  many  a  man  been  spilt,  os  cletkes 

leche, 
Biit  for  litel  speche  avysely 
Ii  no  man  sheut,  to  speke  generally. 
r  Hy  Bonei  l)iy  long?  Bholdesiow  teslieync 
I  At  alle  tymes,  but  wbsn  thou  doost  ihy 

'o  spckc  of  God,  in  honour  and  prcyeit. 
"  le  firsli  vetlu,  sone,  it  thou  wolt  Urte, 
o  reitreyne  and  kepc  wel  Ihy  lunge  ; 
rhos  lenic  children  whan  ihat  ihey  been 

yonge. 
My  (one,  of  muchcl  spekyngyvele  avyse<!. 
Ther  kusc  spckyng  badilcynough  suifiset). 
tjComlh  mitchrl  harm,  thus  was  me  toold 
ind  taught ; 
n  muchel  apechc  synne  wanlelh  nBught. 
Voilow  wher-afa  rakel  longe  serveth? 
nRightosASwcrdfor-kutlcthiuidforkccvelh 


),  my  dee>^  si 
A  longe  kulleih  Aeendstupe  il 
A  jangler  is  (o  God  abbaa 
Reed  Salomon,  so  wys  k 
Reed  David  in  hisPsalmK  le 

liioD  bekke : 
Dissimule  as  lliou  were  decf,  U 

A  janglec  jpeke  of  pctilovt  a 
TheFlcmyQgseith.aiidlerneiliC 
That    "litel   juiglyng    cans 

rest." 
Mysone,  if  ihoDDowikkedir 
Thee  that  nat  drede  foi  lo  h 
[tut  he  that  hath  myKMyd.  I  dl 
11c  may  by  no  wey  depe  faisw 
Thyng  that  is  seyd  is  seyd,  ■ 

Though  hym  repenle,  or  be  hyi'i  :■ 

looth. 
He  is  his  ihral  to  whom  that  he  Ihl  ! 
A  lole  of  which  he  it  now  yyele  j; 
My5one,bewar,ttndbeooon«oeim 
or  tidynges,  whcilber  (hey  been  :. 


WjfKrt/a/aie/i  Iht  Prvh^  of  iki  rtrsom 

■  ■l\iU  ' 

lir  (hat  the  Mnunciple  had<ie  his  tale 
al  ended 

rhesonnjfroihesouth  Syne  was  descended 
'o  lavi  that  he  ne  nas  nat  10  my  sighte 
rei»  nyne-anil- twenty  as  in  highle ; 
njoflha  clokkeilwastho,as  Igesse, 
It  ellevane  foot,  or  litet  tnooreoi  lesse, 
k)y  sliadwc  was  al  thilki  Eynie,  as  there. 
Or  twichc  fnt  as  my  lengthi  parled  were 
^  lixe  feel  cijuat  of  propotcioun. 

|.  til  MMKitli.     Acumlinjt  la  the  imla  of 


"EsmS™ 


Ther-wiih  Ihe  moonii  ex*lt«c 
I  -lecne  Libra,  alwoy  gan  u 
j\s  we  were  entiyng  at  a  lliro 
For  which  out  IIoosI,Bshewi 
A«  in  this  caoi,  oute  joly  ci 
Seyde in  thiswise, 'LordyngEtM 
Now  hkketh  us  no  tale*  no  U 
Fullillcd  Is  tny  senlmee  and  ai 
I  irowe  that  we  han  herd  of  r 
Atinoost  fiilliUI  is  a]  myn  0 
1  pray  lo  (!oi1  to  yeve  hyoi  i 

chaiince 
That  Iclldh  this  tale  tc 
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:  Freest,*  quod  he,  *artow  a  vicary, 
a  Person?  sey  sooth,  by  thy  fey ! 

t  thou  be,  ne  breke  thou  nat  oure 

pley, 

ry  man  save  thou  hath  toold  his  tale. 

;Ie,  and  shewe  us  what  is  in  thy 

male ; 

wely,  me  thynketh  by  thy  cheere, 

iholdest   knytte  up  wel  a  greet 

mateere. 

s  a  fable  anon,  for  cokkes  bones!' 
Persoune  answerde  al  atones,    30 

getest  fable  noon  y-toold  for  me, 

al,  that  writeth  unto  Thymothee, 

eth  hem  that  weyveth  soothfast- 

nesse, 

lien  fables  and  swich  wrecched- 

nesse. 

lolde  I  sowen  draf  out  of  my  fest, 

\  may  sowen  whete,  if  that  me  lest? 

ich  I  seye,  if  that  yow  list  to  heere 

ee  and  vertuous  mateere, 

mne  that  ye  wol  yeve  me  audience, 

111  fayn,  at  Cristes  reverence,      40 

f  plesaunce  leefful,  as  I  kan  ; 

isteth  wel,  I  am  a  southren  man, 

tgeeste  **  /  um,  ram,  «//","by  lettrc ; 

d  woot,  rym  holde  I  but  litel  bettre ; 

lerfore,  if  yow  list, — I  wol  nat 

glose, — 

ow  telle  a  myrie  tale  in  prose, 

tte  up  al  this  feeste,  and  make  an 

ende ; 

esu,  for  his  grace,  wit  me  sende 

B?e  yow  the  wey,  in  this  viage,^ 

&e  parfit,  glorious  pilgrymagc,    50 

ighte  Jerusalem  celestial ; 

ye  vouchesauf,  anon  I  shal 

e  upon  my  tale,  for  whiche  I  prcye 

oure  avys.     I  kan  no  bettre  seye. 

:  nathelees  this  meditacioun 
it  ay  under  correccioun 

Ices,  for  I  am  nat  textueel. 

but  the  sentence,  trusteth  weel ; 

re  I  make  a  protestacioun 

wol  stonde  to  correccioun.*        60 

a  this  word  we  ban  assented  soone, 

tsift  etc,  tell  tales  in  alliterative  metres 
Dortbem  poets. 

r  (om.  E)  tenttnct,  the  meaning  as  op- 
tbe  letter. 


For  as  us  semed,  it  was  for  to  doone, 
To  enden  in  som  vertuous  sentence. 
And  for  to  yeve  hym  space  and  audience ; 
And  bede  oure  Hoost  he  sholde  to  hym  seye 
That  alle  we  to  telle  his  tale  hym  preye. 
Oure  Hooste  hadde  the  wordes  for  us 

alle  : 
*Sire  Freest,*  quod  he,  'nowfaire  yow 

bifalle  ! 
Sey  what  yow  list,  and  we  wol  gladly  heere ' ; 
And  with   that  word,  he  seyde  in  this 

manere :  70 

*Telleth,'  quod  he,  *youre  meditacioun; 
But  hasteth  yow,  the  sonne  wole  adoun. 
Beth  fructuous,  and  that  in  litel  space, 
And  to  do  wel,  God  sende  yow  his  grace.* 


PARSON'S  TALE 

Heere  bigynneth  the  Perstmns  Tale 

J  ER.  VI.  Siate  suptr  vttu^  et  videte^  ei  interro- 
gate de  semitts  oHti^is,  ^tue  sit  via  bona^  <t 
ambulate  in  ea;  et  tnvenietis  refrigerium  ani- 
mabus  vestris. 

[75]  Oure  sweete  Lord  God  of  hevene, 
that  no  man  wole  perisse,  but  wole  that 
we  comen  alle  to  the  knoweleche  of  hym 
and  the  blissful  lif  that  is  perdurable, 
amonesteth  us  by  the  prophete  Jeremie, 
and  seith  in  this  wyse  :  •  Stondeth  upon 
the  weyes,  and  seeth,  and  axeth  of  olde 
pathes,  that  is  to  seyn  of  olde  sentences, 
which  is  thegoodewey,  and  walkethinthat 
wey,  and  ye  shal  fynde  refresshynge  for 
youre  soules.' 

Manye  been  the  weyes  espirituels  that 
led  en  folk  to  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist,  and 
tothe  regneofglorie;  [80]  of  whiche  weyes 
ther  is  a  ful  noble  wey,  and  a  covenable, 
whichmay  nat  fayle  toman,  ne  to  womman, 
that  thurgh  synne  hath  mysgoon  fro  the 
righte  wey  of  Jerusalem  celestial,  and  this 

Parsons  Tale.  The  treatise  on  the  Deadly 
Sins  and  their  cure  which  is  wedged  into  this 
account  of  Penitence  is  taken  from  the  Somme 
de  Vices  et  de  Verius  of  Frire  Lorens.  a  thirteenth 
century  writer.  Chaucer's  authorship  of  these 
sections  has  been  doubted,  perhaps  needlessly; 
but  the  sermon  is  unmercifully  long. 

Jer.  vi.f  V.  16. 

75.  that  no  man  wole  /erisse,  who  desires  to 
destroy  no  man. 
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wey  is  eleped  penitence ;  of  whidi  moa 
sholde  gladly  herkoeii  and  enquere  with 
■1  hU  heile  lo  wyten  what  is  penitence,  and 
whennesit  ii  clepcd  penitence,  and  in  how 
manye  maneres  been  the  acciouns  or 
werkyngea  of.penitence,  and  how  manye 
ipccesther  been  of  penitence,  and  whicbe 
'lynges  apcrtencn  mid  hihoven  to  pen  i- 
nnd  whiclie   iliyngca  desiourbeti 

Seiat  AmbTose  seilh  that  penitence  is 
the  pleynynge  of  man  for  gilt  that  he  hath 
doon  and  namoore  lo  do  any  thyng  for 
which  hyro  c^hte  loplcyne;  [B;]and5om 
doctout  snth,  'Penitence  is  the  way- 
mentyngeof  man  that  ^onveth  foi  h  is  sy nne , 
and  pynelh  bymseltforhe  hath  mysdoon.' 
PenilCQce  with  cerleyne  citcumstanccs  is 
verray  icpenlance  of  a  man  that  halt  hym 
leLf  in  sotwe  and  oother  peyne  for  his 
giltes;  and  for  he  shall  be  verray  penitent, 
he  shal  lirst  blwaylen  the  synnes  that  he 
halh  doon  nnd  stidefastly  puiptKen  in  his 
herte  to  have  shrift  of  mouihe  and  to  doon 
wtisfaeeioun,  and  never  to  doon  thyng 
for  which  hym  oghte  moore  bi»rayle  or  lo 
compleyne,  and  continue  ia  goodewcrkcs, 
at  elles  his  repentsnce  may  nal  availle  ; 
for,  as  seith  Seinl  Vsidre,  '  He  is  a  japcr 
and  a  gabbeiand  no  verray  repentant  that 
eftsoone  doolh  thyng  for  which  hym  oghte 
repenle.'  [90]  Wepynge,  and  nat  for  to 
stynt  to  do  synne,  may  nat  nvaylle  ;  but 
nslhe  lees  men  sbal  hope  that  at  eveiy  tyme 
that  man  falleth,  be  it  never  so  ofte,  lliat 
he  may  arise  thurgh  penitence,  if  he  have 
grace  ;  but  certeinly  il  is  greet  doute,  for, 
Bi  Mith  Seint  Gr^orie,  unnelhe  ariseth 
he  out  of  his  synne  that  is  charged  with 
the  charge  of  yvel  usage ;  and  thetfore 
repentant  folk  that  slynte  for  to  synne,  and 
forlete  synne  er  that  synne  forlete  hem, 
hooly  chiicbe  lioldeth  hem  siker  of  hire 
savacioun.  And  he  that  synnelh  and 
veiraily  repenteth  hym  in  his  lasle  ende, 
hooly  chirche  yel  hopelh  his  savacioun,  by 
the  grele  mercy  of  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist 
lorhuiepentauncc :  but  laak  the  siker  wey. 


15,  SiM  nidrt 


St.  I 


l9j]  And  nowsilh  I  hai-edcdsK-J 
what  thyng  ii  penitence,  now  sin!  ■ 
understoade  thai  iher  been  ihre  aoamm 
of   penitence.       The    tirsle   acdmn  •* 
penitence  is  lha(  a  man  be  baptiied  ailei 
that  he  haib  synned.      Seint  Augnsrya 
seith,  '  But  he  be  penytent  for  hit  tAit 
synful  lyf,  he  may  nat  bigynne  the  Dcwe 
elcne  lif  ;  for  certe(,  if  he  be  bapund 
withoutcn  penitence  of  his  olde  gilt,  it 
receyveth    the  mark   of  baptesme,   t^'- 
nat  the  grace,  ne  ihc  remission  i^t 
synnes,   til  he  have  repenLance  1  ■  ; 
Another  delaute  is  this,  that  mtn 
deedly  synne  ader  that  they  ban  ic-.t; 
baptcsmc,     (>«}  The  thridde  ixUa-.t 
that  men  fallen  in  venial  synoet  jftct  l<: 
baptcsme  fro  day  lo  day.     Ther  uf  *'  ' 
Seint  Augustyn  th  nt  pen  it  ence  of  goodiin  j 
humble  folk  is  the  penitence  of  evoydt*. 

The  speces  of  penitence  been  tbe- 
Tliat  oon  of  hem  is  solempoe,  ancllKiil 
commune,  and  the  Ihridde  is  priitt. 
Thiike  penance  that  is  solenipae  \>  h 
two  maneres  ;  as  to  be  put  out  of  hoijf 
chirche  in  Lcnte  for  slaughtre  of  childnn. 
nnd  swich  manet  thyng.  Anotbef  thjBg 
is  whan  a  man  hath  synned  openly,  yt 
which  synne  the  &me  is  openly  spokn 
in  the  conlree,  and  thanne  hooly  ehit^ 
by  JQ^£;ement  destreyneth  hym  for  to  An 
open  penannce.  [ie>s]  Commnne  ftn* 
auncc  ii  that  preestes  enjoynen  mea  ia 
cerleyn  caas,  as  for  lo  goon  pewvenWi* 
naked  in  pilgrimages,  or  bore-loot.  Prjttie 
penaunce  is  thiike  that  men  doon  ■M>T 
ibr  privee  synnes,  of  whiche  they  jIuTW 
hem  prively,  and  receyve  privee  peoMD* 
Now  shallow  anderslande  whit  ' 
bihovdy  and  necessarie  to  venay  pd^ 
penitence.  Andthisstantonthrelbyng^* 
Contrieioun  of  berte,  Confesrioun  "f 
mouth,  and  SalisAiccioun  i  lor  vi*" 
seith  Seint  John  Crisostom,  *  PeniKUK 
destreyneth  b  man  lo  accepte  benyGSD? 
every  peyne  that  hym  is  mjoynol  ""^ 
contridoun  of  hetie,  aod  shiilt  of  moatli. 
with  latisfacdoun,  and  i 
alle  manere  bumylitee' ;  [iialai 
.Dj.  Mdt,^,  i.(.»iit«»ii 


>ROUP  I 


PARSOirS  TALE 


1 10-135 


niytful  penitence  agayn  thre  thjrnges  in 
vluche  we  wratthe  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist. 
rhis  is  to  seyn,  by  delit  in  thynkynge, 
yy  reccheleesnesse  in  spek3n]ge,  and  by 
irikked  synful  werkynge ;  and  agayns 
iiise  wikkede  giltes  is  penitence,  that 
nay  be  likned  unto  a  tree. 

The  roote  of  this  tree  is  contricioun, 
ihat  hideth  hym  in  the  herte  of  hym  that 
is  verray  repentaunt,  right  as  the  roote 
>f  a  tree  hydeth  hym  in  the  erthe.  Of 
the  roote  of  contricioun  spryngeth  a 
stalke,  that  bereth  braunches  and  leves 
of  confessioun,  and  fruyt  of  satisfaccioun. 
\xxs\  Fo'  which  Crist  seith  in  his  gospel, 
•  Dooth  digne  fruyt  of  penitence  * ;  for 
by  this  fruyt  may  men  knowe  this  tree, 
and  nat  l^  the  roote  that  is  hyd  in  the 
herte  of  man,  ne  by  the  braunches,  ne 
by  the  leves  of  confessioun  ;  and  therfore 
Ofue  Lord  Jhesu  Crist  seith  thus,  'By 
the  fruyt  of  hem  ye  shul  knowen  hem.* 
Of  this  roote  eek  spryngeth  a  seed  of 
grace,  the  which  seed  is  mooder  of  siker- 
QesSy  and  this  seed  is  egre  and  hoot.  The 
grace  of  this  seed  spryngeth  of  God  thurgh 
remembrance  of  the  day  of  doome  and 
on  the  peynes  of  helle.  Of  this  matere 
Seith  Salomon,  that  in  the  drede  of  God 
man  forleteth  his  synne.  [120]  The  heete 
of  this  seed  is  the  love  of  God,  and  the 
desiryng  of  the  joye  perdurable.  This 
heete  diaweth  the  herte  of  a  man  to  God, 
and  dooth  hjon  haten  his  synne ;  for 
soothly  ther  is  no  thyng  that  savoureth 
So  wel  to  a  child  as  the  milk  of  his  norice, 
ne  no  thyng  moore  abhomynable  than 
thilke  milk  whan  it  is  medled  with  oother 
tnete.  Right  so  the  synful  man  that 
loveth  his  s]mne,  hym  semeth  that  it  is 
to  him  moost  sweete  of  any  thyng ;  but 
fro  that  tyme  that  he  loveth  sadly  ourc 
Lord  Jhesu  Crist,  and  desireth  the  lif 
perdurable,  ther  njrs  to  him  no  thyng 
tiioore  abhom3mable ;  [125]  for  soothly 
the  lawe  of  God  is  the  love  of  God.  For 
^hich  David  the  prophete  seith,  '  I  have 
loved  thy  lawe,  and  hated  wikkednesse 
and  hate;  he  that  loveth  God  kepeth 
his  lawe  and  his  word.'    This  tree  saugh 


the  prophete  Daniel  in  spirit  upon  the 
avysioun  of  Nabugodonosor,  whan  he 
conseiled  hym  to  do  penitence.  Penaunce 
is  the  tree  of  lyf  to  hem  that  it  receyven, 
and  he  that  holdeth  hym  in  verray  peni- 
tence is  blessed,  after  the  sentence  of 
Salomon. 

In  this  penitence  or  contricioun  man 
shal  understonde  foure  thynges ;  that  is 
to  seyn,  what  is  contricioun,  and  whichc 
been  the  causes  that  moeven  a  man  to 
contricioun,  and  how  he  sholde  be  contrit, 
and  what  contricioun  availleth  to  the 
soule.  Thanne  is  it  thus  that  contricioun 
is  the  verray  sorwe  that  a  man  receyveth 
in  his  herte  for  his  synnes,  with  sad 
purpos  to  shry  ve  hym  and  to  do  penaunce, 
and  nevermoore  to  do  synne ;  [130]  and 
this  sorwe  shal  been  in  this  manere,  ay 
seith  Seint  Bernard ;  it  shal  been  hevy 
and  grevous,  and  ful  sharpe  and  poynant 
in  herte.  First,  for  man  hath  agilt  his 
Lord  and  his  Creatour,  and  moore  sharpe 
and  poynaunt  for  he  hath  agilt  hys  Fader 
celestial,  and  yet  moore  sharpe  and  poy- 
naunt for  he  hath  wrathed  and  agilt  hym 
that  boghte  hym,  which  with  his  precious 
blood  hath  delivered  us  fro  the  bondes 
of  synne,  and  fro  the  crueltee  of  the 
devel,  and  fro  the  peynes  of  helle. 

The  causes  that  oghtc  moeve  a  man 
to  contricioun  been  sexe.  First,  a  man 
shal  remembre  hym  of  his  synnes ;  but 
looke  he  that  thilke  remembraunce  ne  be 
to  hym  no  delit  by  no  wey,  but  greet 
shame  and  sorwe  for  his  gilt ;  for  Job 
seith,  synful  men  doon  werkes  worthy  of 
confessioun.  [135]  And  therfore  seith 
Ezechie,  *  I  wol  remembre  me  alle  the 
yeres  of  my  lyf  in  bittemesse  of  myn 
herte.'  And  God  seith  in  the  Apocalipse, 
*  Remembreth  yow  fro  whennes  that  ye 
been  falle ' ;  for  biforn  that  tyme  that  ye 
synned  ye  were  the  children  of  God,  and 
lymes  of  the  regne  of  God  ;  but  for  youre 
synne  ye  been  woxcn  thral  and  foul,  and 
membres  of  the  feend,  hate  of  aungels, 


125.  in  spirit  upon  tht  avysioun  o/,  E  in  the 
avysioun  o/tfu  kyng. 

125.  Nabugodonosor^  Nebuchadnezzar. 
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(claundc  of  hooly  chirthe,  and  Foode  of 
the  fnlse  serpent,  perpelueel  matere  of 
the  li[  of  helle ;  and  yel  moore  Toul  and 
abhomynable,  for  ye  Ireapassen  so  ofte 
Vjvnt  BS  doath  the  hound  that  lelournclh 
^n  his  spewyng ;  and  yel  be  yc 
foe  yoiue  longe  con  tinny  ng  in 
and  youre  synful  usage,  for  which 
be  roten  in  youre  synne  as  a  iKesi  in 
dong,  [naJSwichemanereoflhoehtes 
niflken  a  man  to  have  shame  of  his  synne 
and  no  delit,  as  God  seilh  by  the  prophete 
Eiechiel,  'V'c  shal  teniembre  yow  of 
youre  wcyesand  they  shulndiipleseynw.' 
Soothlysynnesleen  the  weyes  that  leden 
folk  to  belli:. 

The  sccrinde  cause  timt  oghle  make  a 
man  to  liave  desdeyn  of  synne  is  this, 
that,  as  seilh  Seint  Peter,  'Who-so  that 
dooth  synne  is  ihral  of  synne';  and 
■ynne  put  a  miui  in  greet  ttunldom,  and 
therfote  seith  the  prophete  Eiechiel,  '  I 
wente  soiweful  in  desdayn  of  my  self  ; 
and  certes,  wel  oghte  a  man  have  des- 
dayn of  synne  and  wilhdrawe  hym  from 
that  thraldom  and  vilcynye.  And  lo, 
wliat  seith  Seneca  in  this  maiete  f  He 
seith  thus:  'Though  I  wisie  that  God 
— neither  God  ne  man— ne  sholde  never 
knowe  il,  yet  wolde  I  hare  desdayn  for 
lodoiynae.'  [uj]  And  the  same  Seneca 
also  seilh,  'I  am  tiom  to  greller thynges 
than  to  be  ihral  to  my  body,  or  than  for 
lo  mnkcn  of  my  Ixxiy  a  thral ' ;  ne  a 
fouler  thral  may  no  man  ne  womman 
naken  of  his  body  than  for  to  yeven  his 
body  to  synne.  Al  were  it  the  fouJesle 
^erl,OT  (he  fouleste  womman  that  lyvelh, 
and  leest  of  vaiae,  yet  is  he  thanne  mooce 
foulc  nnd  moore  in  seivitute.  Kver  fro 
the  hyer  dcpe«  Ihnl  man  bUcth,  the 
moore  '\%  he  thral,  nnd  moore  to  Goil 
and  to  the  world  vile  and  abhomynablc. 
O  goode  God  1  wel  oghte  man  have 
denlayn  of  synne,  sith  (bat  ihutgh  synne 
tber  he  wai  free  now  is  he  maked  bondc  ; 
{i}>]  and  iherfore  (cyih  Seint  Augustyn, 
'If  thou  hut  desdayn  of  thy  servant,  if 
"  n  or  lynne.  have  Ihoa  Ihanne 
""    ■    Ihoa   thyself  sholdesl  do 


synne  ;  lake  reward  of  thy  Taluc, 
ihuu  ne  be  to  foul  to  thyself  A! 
wel  oghten  they  thanne  have  deidayn  In 
been  servaunli  snd  thralles  to  ^tat, 
and  soore  been  ashamed  of  hemsclf,  ihii 
God  of  his  endelees  goodnesse  hith  •« 
hem  in  heigh  eslaal,  or  yeven  hen  ■■>■ 
strengthe  of  body,  heele,  lieaDiee,  ptot- 
perilee,  and  tx>ghte  hem  fio  the  decl)i 
with  his  herte  blood,  that  they  so  «0' 
kyiidely  agayns  his  genlitesse  (|uilen  1^ 
so  vileynsly,  lo  slnughtre  of  fair  owae 
soules.  [i!5]  O  goode  God !  yewoBBBa  I 
thai  been  of  so  greet  beautee,  remeailMlil 
yow  of  the  proveibc  of  Salonioi^  k 
sdlh,  ■  Likneth  a  fair  womnuD  that  ill 
fool  of  hire  body  lyk  to  a  ryog  of  goU 
that  were  in  the  groyn  of  a  som,  i* 
right  as  a  sowe  wroicth  in  c»Mid 
ordure,  so  wroletb  hire  beaulee  hi  t)ie 
stynkynge  ordure  of  synne. ' 

The  Ihridde  cause  that  oghte  moen  i 
man  to  contricloun  is  drede  of  the  'I^t 
of  doome  and  of  the  horrible  peviL 
helle;   for  as  Seint  Jerome  sei'Vi. 
every  tyme  thai  me  rememlmlh  .' 
day  of  doome,  I  quake,  [ifc]  for  »!. 
elc,  or  drynke,  or  what  so  that  I  ii«, 
ever  scmclb  me  that  the  trompe  sownelb 
in  myn  ere,  "  Riseth  up,   ye  thai  been 
dede,  and  Cometh  lo  the  juggement-"' 
O  goode  God  1  muchel  oghte  a  num  lo 
diedc  swich   a  ju^ement,   iher  as  ik 
shullen  been  alle,  as  Seint  Puul  seith, 
bifom  the seele  of  oure  Lord  JhcmCrta, 
wher  as  he  shal  make  a  gencrul  txMp^ 
gadoun,    whet  as   no   man   itiay    been 
absent,   for  certes  there  araillcth  nooa 
cssoyne,  ne  eaicusacioun.      {i«i]  And  nM 
oonly  that  ouredefaules«hullen  bcjucced, 
but  cek  Ihol   ntle  oure  werlces  dmltra 
openly  be  knowc.     And  as  seilh  Sdnt 
Bemardi    'Thcr   ne  thai   no   plcdyi^ 
availle,   ne  sleighte ;   we  ihullcn  yevea 
lekenyngp  of  everich  ydel  wonl  ;    ■  ■ 
shul  we  han  a  juge  that  may  n^i 
deeeyved  nc  comipt.'     And   mlr,- 
certes  olle  oute  thoghlet  been  Uisi' 
OS  lo  hym  [  ne  Ibr  preyeie,  ne  for  met.  ic 
he  slinl  nnl  lieen  comipt     And  thctlun 
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seith  Salomon,  '  The  wralthe  of  God  ne 
wol  nat  spare  no  wight  for  preyere  ne  for 
3riite  ';  and  therfore,  at  the  day  of  doom 
ther  nys  noon  hope  to  escape. 

Wherfore,  as  seith  Seint  Anselm,  *  Ful 
greet  angwyssh  shul  the  synful  folk  have 
at  that  tyme.  [170]  Ther  shal  the  stieme 
and  wrothe  juge  sitte  above,  and  under 
hym  the  horrible  put  of  helle  open  to 
destroyen  hym  that  moot  biknowen  his 
synnes,  whiche  synnes  openly  been  shewed 
l:^om  God  and  bifom  every  creature ; 
and  in  the  left  syde  mo  develes  than  herte 
may  bithynke,  for  to  harye  and  drawe  the 
synful  soules  to  the  peyne  of  helle ;  and 
withinne  the  hertes  of  folk  shal  be  the 
Uitjrnge  conscience,  and  withoute  forth 
shal  be  the  world  al  brennynge.'  Whider 
shal  thanne  the  wrecched  synful  man  flee 
to  hiden  hym?  Certes,  he  may  nat  hyden 
hym, — he  moste  come  forth  and  shewen 
hym  ;  for  certes,  as  seith  Seint  Jerome, 
*  The  erthe  shal  casten  hym  out  of  hym, 
and  the  see  also,  and  the  eyr  also,  that 
shal  be  ful  of  thonder  clappes  and 
lightnjmges/ 

[175]  Now  soothly,  who  so  wel  re- 
membreth  hym  of  thise  thynges,  I  gesse 
that  his  synne  shal  nat  turne  hym  to  delit, 
but  to  greet  sorwe,  for  drede  of  the  peyne 
of  helle.  And  therefore  seith  Job  to 
God,  '  Suifre,  Lord,  that  I  may  awhile 
biwadUe,  and  wepe,  er  I  go  withoute, 
retumyng  to  the  derke  lond,  covered 
with  the  derknesse  of  deeth,  to  the  lond 
of  mysese  and  of  derknesse,  where  as  is 
the  shadwe  of  deeth,  where  as  ther  is 
noon  ordre  or  ordinaunce,  but  grisly 
drede  that  ever  shal  laste.'  Loo,  heere 
may  ye  seen  that  Job  preyde  respit  a 
while  to  biwepe  and  waille  his  trespas, 
for  soothly  oon  day  of  respit  is  bettre  than 
al  the  tresor  of  this  world  ;  and  foras- 
muche  as  a  man  may  acquiten  hymself 
bifom  God  by  penitence  in  this  world, 
and  nat  by  tresor,  therfore  sholde  he 
preye  to  God  to  yeve  hym  respit  a  while 
to  l»wepe  and  biwaillen  his  trespas; 
[180]  for  certes,  al  the  sorwe  that  a  man 
Diyghte  make  fro  the  bigynn}nfig  of  the 


world  nys  but  a  litel  thyng  at  regard  of 
the  sorwe  of  helle. 

The  causei.why  that  Job  clepeth  helle 

*  the  lond  of  derknesse  * :  understondeth 
that  he  clepeth  it  londe  or  erthe,  for  it 
is  stable  and  never  shal  faille  ;  dirk,  for 
he  that  is  in  helle  hath  defaute  of  light 
material,  for  certes,  the  derke  light  that 
shal  come  out  of  the  fyr  that  ever  shal 
brenne  shal  turne  hym  al  to  peyne  that 
is  in  helle,  for  it  sheweth  hym  to  the 
horrible   develes   that  hym   tormenten  ; 

*  covered  with  the  derknesse  of  deelh ' ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  he  that  is  in  helle 
shall  have  defaute  of  the  sighte  of  God  ; 
for  certes,  the  sighte  of  God  is  the  lyf 
perdurable.  [185]  The  *  derknesse  of 
deeth'  been  the  synnes  that  the 
wrecched  man  hath  doon,  whiche 
that  destourben  hym  to  see  tlie  face 
of  Go<l,  right  as  dooth  a  derk  clowde 
bitwixe  us  and  the  sonne.  *  Lend  of 
misese,'  by-cause  that  ther  been  thre 
maneres  of  defautes  agayn  thre  thynges 
that  folk  of  this  world  ban  in  this 
present  lyf;  that  is  to  seyn,  honours, 
delices,  and  richesses.  Agayns  honour 
have  they  in  helle  shame  and  confusioun  ; 
for  wel  ye  woot  that  men  clepen  honour 
the  reverence  that  man  doth  to  man  ;  but 
in  helle  is  noon  honour  ne  reverence,  for 
certes,  namoore  reverence  shal  be  doon 
there  to  a  kyng  than  to  a  knave.  For 
which  God  seith  by  the  prophete  Jeremye, 

*  Thilke  folk  that  me  despisen  shul  been 
in  despit.*  [190]  Honour  is  eek  doped 
greet  lordshipe.  Ther,  shal  no  wight 
serven  oother  but  of  harm  and  torment. 
Honour  is  eek  cleped  greet  dignytee  and 
heighnesse,  but  in  helle  shul  they  been 
al  fortroden  of  develes.     And  God  seith, 

*  The  horrible  develes  shulle  goon  and 
comen  upon  the  hevedes  of  the  dampned 
folk  ' ;  and  this  is  forasmuche  as  the  hyer 
that  they  were  in  this  present  lyf,  the 
moore  shulle  they  been  abated  and  de- 
fouled  in  helle. 

Agayns  the  richesses  of  this  world  shul 
they  han  jnysese  of  poverte  ;  and    this 
285.  dtspiseu^  H  ditpUsen. 
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poverte  shal  been  in  foure  ihynges.  In 
deraute  of  tresot,  of  which  that  David 
■uch,  ■  The  riche  folk  that  embraceden 
'knd  oneden  al  birc  heite  lo  Iresor  of  this 
nvotld,  shul  slepe  in  the  slepynge  of  deetb, 
'«iid  no  Ihirng  tic  *)>^'  ih^  f^cn  in  hir 
Ilandes  of  al  hir  tresot.'  And  mooreover 
the  mjsese  of  helle  shal  been  io  defaule 
of  mete  and  diinke,  [19;]  for  God  seith 
thus  bj  Moyses,  '  They  shul  been  wasted 
with  hungei,  and  the  hriddes  of  heile 
■hal  deTOUien  hem  with  the  bitter  decth, 
lUd  the  E^Ue  of  the  dragon  shal  been 
biredrTnke,  and  Ihc  venym  of  the  dragon 
hire  morsels.'  And  forlher-ovcr  hire 
mysese  shai  been  in  defauie  of  clothyng, 
for  they  shulle  be  naked  in  body,  as  of 
clothyng,  save  the  fyt  in  which  they 
brenne,  and  othere  filthes ;  and  naked 
(bill  they  been  of  soule,  as  of  alle  manere 
verttves  which  that  is  the  clothyng  of  the 
Boule.  Where  been  Ihanne  the  gaye 
robes,  and  the  sofie  shetes,  and  the 
smale  sherles  ?  Loo,  what  seith  God  of 
hem  by  the  prophete  Ysaye  ?  That  under 
hem  shul  been  stiawed  mottho,  and  hire 
covertures  shulle  been  of  wormes  of  helle. 
And  foTther-over  hir  mysese  shal  been 
in  defaute  of  fieendes,  for  he  nys  nai 
pourelhalhatheoodefrecndes;  but  there 
u  no  frend  ;  [mo]  for  neither  God,  ne  no 
creature,  shal  been  freend  to  hem  ;  and 
everich  of  hem  shul  hnten  oother  with 
deedlyhale.  Thesoneaand  ihedoghtren 
shullen  rebellenagayns  fader  and  mooder, 
and  kynrede  agayns  kynrcdc,  and  chiden 
and  despisen  everich  of  hem  ooLher 
bothe  day  and  nyghl,  as  Cod  seith  by 
the  prophete  Michias.  And  the  lovynge 
children,  that  whilom  lovcden  so  flcsshly 
everich  oother,  wolden  everich  of  hem  cten 
oother,  if  thej  myghte  :  for  how  sholden 
Ihey  love  It^dre  in  the  peyne  of  helle, 
whan  they  haled  cch  of  hem  oother  in 
the  prospeiilee  of  this  lyf  ?  For  Inlsle 
wel,  hir  flesshly  love  was  deedly  hate, 
u  leith  the  prophete  David,  '  Whoso 
that  loveth  wikkednesse  he  hateth  his 
•oule' !  [id;]  and  whoso  hateth  his  owene 


^,  he  may  love  noori  oother 
10  manere;  and  ihcifoK  n 
solas,  ne  no  ficendshlpc.  M 
ever  the  rooore  llelshly  kynreda  thtf 
been  in  helle,  Ihc  wiiore  eursynges,  the 
more  chidynges,  and  the  tnoote  iltpilr 
hate  Iher  is  among  Item. 

And  forlher-ovcr  they  shul  baii 
faute  of  aUe  manere  delices ;  foi  :  . 
delices  been  nAer   the  appetite;  '  I  ' 
live  willes,  as  sighte,  hcryiigt,  smelly: 
savotynge,  and  touchynge :  [:iuj  b- 
helle  hir  sighte  shal  be  fut  of  dt?ir^- 
and  of  smoke,  and  therfore  fid  oi  k.. 
and  hir  berynge  tul  of  waymenlynge  i—     , 
of  gryntynge  of  teeth,    as   seilh  Jhei 
Crist.      Ilir  nase-thiricj  shullen  be^t' 
stynkynge  slynk  ;  and,   as   seith  Ysqt 
the  prophete,  hir  savoryng  shal  he  W  ^ 
bitter   gnlle ;  and   touchynge   of  al  '•i' 
body  y-covcred  with  fir  ihal  never  4«i 
qaenche,   and    with    wonnes    Ihal  leKi 
shul  dyen,  as  God  seith  by  the  faontn  ^    , 
Ysaye.     And  forasmuch  as  they  ^hiii ' 
wene  that  they  may  dycn  for  peynt, 
by  hir  dceth  flee  fro   pcyne,  that 
they  underslonden  by  Ihc  word  p1 
that  seith,   'Titer  as  is   the  shadwc  >< 
deeth.'     Certes  a  shadwe  halh  the  hk' 
nesse  of  the  thyng  of  which  il  is  iliid**i 
but   shadwe   is  nat  Ihc  same  thyng  rf 
which   it   is  shadwe.      Right  so  faielh 
the  pcyne  of  helle  ;  il  i«  lyk  dedh  h> 
the  horrible  angwissh  ;  and  why  1    J'o» 
it   pcyneth  hem   ever  as    though   Ifcey 
sholde  dye  anon,  but  ceiles,   they  thai 
nat   dye,   for   as  seith   Srint   Gr^rie, 
'To   wrecche    caytyvcs  shal    he  ileeth 
withouie  deelh,  and  endewitboulen  cede, 
and  defaute  withoute  failynge^  [<ai]  tM 
hir  deeth  shal  alwey  lyveti  and  hir  ende 
thai  eveimo  bigynne,  and  hir  ddanie 
shal  nat  faille' :  and  therfore  seith  Seint 
John   the  Evaungelisi,    '  Tliey    tknUen 
folwe   deeth  and   Ihey   shul   nal   Q«4> 
hym,  and  Ihey  shul  desiren  10  dye  tad 
deeth  shal  flee  fro  hem.' 

Andceh  Job  seith  that  in  belle  Udoob 
ordre  of  rule,  attd  il  be  it  *o  "'    " 
hath  creat  alls  thynges  in  r^ht 
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no      ibyng    withouten    ordre,     but    allc 

thynges  been   ordeyned  and  nombred  ; 

yet  nathelees,  they  that  been  dampned 

been  no  thyng  in  the  ordre,  ne  holden 

noon  ordre,  for  the  erthe  ne  shal  bere 

hem  no  fniyt,  [aao]  for,  as  the  prophete 

David  seith,  'God  shal  destroie  the  fruyt 

of  the  crthe  as  fro  hem,  ne  water  ne  shal 

yeve  hem  no  moisture,  ne  the  eyr  no 

rcfresshyng,  ne  fyr  no  light.*      For  as 

seith  Seint  Basilie,  'The  brennynge  of 

the  fyr  of  this  world  shal  God  yeven  in 

helle  to  hem  that  been  dampned,  but  the 

light  and  the  cleernesse  shal  be  yeven  in 

herene    to    his   children,    right  as   the 

goode  man  yeveth  flessh  to  his  children 

ftnd  bones  to  his   houndes/     And  for 

they  shuUcn  have  noon  hope  to  escape, 

Seith  Seint  Job  atte  laste,  Uiat  ther  shal 

horrour     and     grisly     drede     dwellen 

^thouten  ende. 

Honour  is  alwey  drede  of  harm  that 
^  to  come,  and  this  drede  shal  ever 
^welle  in  the  hertes  of  hem  that  been 
^lampned  ;  and  therfore  han  they  lorn  al 
Kire  hope  for  sevene  causes.  [335]  First, 
for  God  that  is  hir  juge  shal  be  withouten 
i&ercy  to  hem,  and  they  may  nat  plesc 
hym  ne  noon  of  his  halwes ;  ne  they  ne 
tnay  yeve  no  thyng  for  hir  raunsoun  ;  nc 
they  have  no  voys  to  speke  to  hym  ;  ne 
they  may  n^t  fle  fro  peyne ;  ne  they 
have  no  goodnesse  in  hem  that  they 
mowe  shewe  to  delivere  hem  fro  peyne. 
And  therfore  seith  Salomon,  '  The  wikked 
man  dyeth,  and  whan  he  is  deed  he  shal 
have  noon  hope  to  escape  fro  peyne.' 
Whoso  thanne  wolde  wel  understande 
these  peynes  and  bithynke  hym  weel  that 
he  hath  deserved  thilke  peynes  for  his 
sjmnes,  certes,  he  sholde  have  moore 
talent  to  siken  and  to  wepe,  than  for  to 
syngen  and  to  pleye,  for  as  that  seith 
Salomon, '  Whoso  that  hadde  the  science 
to  know  the  peynes  that  been  establissed 
and  ordeyned  for  synne,  he  wolde  make 
sorwe.'  [330]  Thilke  science,  as  seith 
Seint  Angustyn,  maketh  a  man  to 
waymenten  in  his  herte. 

The  fourthe  point  that  oghte  mnken  a 


man  to  have  contricioun  is  llic  soiwcful 
remembraunce  of  the  good  tliat  he  hath 
left  to  doon  heere  in  erthe,  and  eek  the 
good  that  he  hath  lorn.  Soothly,  the 
goode  wcrkes  that  he  hath  [left],  outher 
they  l)een  the  goode  werkes  that  he  hath 
wroght  or  he  fel  into  deedly  synne,  or 
elles  the  goode  wcrkes  that  he  wroghte 
while  he  lay  in  synne.  Soothly,  the 
goode  werkes  that  he  didc  bifom  that  he 
til  in  synne  been  al  niorteficd  and 
astoned,  and  dulled,  by  the  ofte  synnyng. 
The  othere  goode  werkes  that  he  wroghte 
while  he  lay  in  deedly  synne,  tliei  been 
outrely  dede  as  to  the  lyf  perdurable  in 
hevene. 

[235]  Thanne  thilke  goode  wcrkes  that 
been  mortefied  by  ofte  synnyng,  whiche 
goode  werkes  he  dide  whil  he  was  in 
charitee,  ne  mowe  never  quyken  agayn 
withouten  verray  penitence  ;  and  ther-of 
seith  Gotl  by  the  mouth  of  Ezechicl, 
*  That  if  the  rightful  man  rcturnc  agajn 
from  his  rightwisnesse  and  werke 
wikkednesse,  shal  he  lyve?  Nay,  for 
alle  the  goode  werkes  that  lie  hath 
wroght  ne  shul  never  been  in  remem- 
brance, for  he  shal  dyen  in  his  synne.' 
And  upon  thilke  chapitre  seith  Seint 
(Jr^orie  thus :  *  That  we  shulle  under- 
stonde  this  principally,  that  whan  we 
doon  deedly  synne  it  is  for  noght  thanne 
to  rehercen  or  drawen  into  memorie  the 
goode  werkes  that  we  han  wroght 
biforn ' ;  [240]  for  certes,  in  the  werkynge 
of  the  deedly  synne  ther  is  no  trust  to  no 
good  werk  that  we  han  doon  biforn,  that 
is  for  to  seyn,  as  for  to  have  therby  the 
lyf  perdurable  in  hevene  ;  but  nathelees, 
the  goode  werkes  quyken  agayn  and 
comen  agayn  and  helpen  and  availlen  to 
have  the  lyf  perdurable  in  hevene  whan 
we  han  contricioun.  But  soothly,  the 
goode  werkes  that  men  doon  whil  they 
Ijeen  in  deedly  S3mne,  forasmuch  as  they 
were  doon  in  deedly  synne,  they  may 
never  quyke  aga)Ti ;  for  certes,  thjTig 
that  never  hadde  lyf  may  never  quykene ; 
and  nathelees,  al  Ije  it  that  they  ne 
availle  noght  to  han  the  lyf  perdurable, 
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yet  availlen  they  to  abreggc  of  the  pcyne 
of  helle,  or  elles  to  geten  temp>oral 
richcsse,  or  elles  that  God  wole  the  rather 
enlumyne  and  lightne  the  herte  of  the 
synful  man  to  have  repentaunce.  [245] 
And  eek  they  availlen  for  to  usen  a  man 
to  doon  goodc  werkes  that  the  fecnd 
have  the  lasse  power  of  his  soule.  And 
thus  the  curteis  Lord  Jhesu  Crist  wole 
that  no  good  werk  be  lost,  for  in  som- 
what  it  shal  availle.  But,  forasmuche 
as  the  goode  werkes  that  men  doon  whil 
they  boon  in  good  lyf  been  al  mortclicd 
by  synne  folwynge,  and  eek  silh  that  alio 
the  goodc  werkes  that  men  doon  whil 
they  been  in  deedly  synne  been  outrely 
dede,  for  to  have  the  lyf  perdurable,  wel 
may  that  man  that  no  good  werk  ne 
dooth  synge  thilke  newe  Frcnshe  song, 
^Jay  tout  perdu — mon  tetnps  et  mon 
labour.'' 

For  certes  sjTine  bireveth  a  man  bothe 
goodncssc  of  nature  and  eek  the  goodnesse 
of  grace ;  [:i5o]  for  soothly,  the  grace  of 
the  Ilooly  Goost  farclh  lyk  fyr  that  may 
n;it  been  ydel,  for  fyr  fayleth  anoon  as  it 
forlcieih  liis  wirkynge  ;  and  right  so  grace 
fayleth  anoon  as  it  forleteth  his  werkynge. 
Then  leseth  the  synful  man  the  goodnesse 
of  glorie  that  oonly  is  bihight  to  goode 
men  that  labouren  and  werken.  Wel 
may  he  1)c  sory  thanne  that  oweth  al  his 
lif  to  God,  as  longe  as  he  hath  ly  vcd  and 
eek  as  longe  as  he  shal  lyve,  that  no 
goodnesse  ne  hath  to  paye  with  his  delte 
to  God,  to  whom  he  oweth  al  his  lyf; 
for,  trust  wel,  he  shal  yeven  acountes,  as 
scith  Seint  Bernard,  of  alle  the  goodes 
that  han  be  yeven  hym  in  this  present 
lyf,  and  how  he  hath  hem  dcspcnded  ; 
noght  so  muche  that  ther  shal  nat  perisse 
an  heer  of  his  heed,  ne  a  moment  of  an 
houre  ne  shal  nat  perisse  of  his  tyme, 
that  he  no  shal  yeve  of  it  a  rekenyng. 

[255]  The  fifthe  thyng  that  oghte  moeve 
a  man  to  contricioun  is  remembrance  of 
the  passioun  that  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist 
suffred   for    oure   synnes,    for,   as   seith 


'.■45.  thilkf  nnv*  Frtnsfu  MOttg.    Quoted  agun 
in  the  FortuH*\  L  7. 


Seint  Bernard,  <  Whil  that  I  lyye  I  shal 
have  remembrance  of  the  travailles  that 
oure  Lord  Crist  suffred  in  prechyng,  his 
wer}''ne3se    in    travaillyng,  bis  tempta* 
ciouns     whan     he    fasted,     his    looge 
wakynges   whan   he   preyde,  his  teeres 
whan  that  he  weepe  for  pitee  of  good 
peple,  the  wo  and  the  shame  and  the 
filthe  that  men  seyden  to  hym,  of  the 
foule  spittyng  that  men  spitte  in  his  free, 
of  the  buffettes  that  men  yaven  hjiD»  of 
the  foule  mowes  and  of  the  reprevcs  that 
men  to  hym  seyden,  of  the  najles  with 
whiche  he  was  nayled  to  the  crojrsi  sad 
of  al  the  remenaunt  of  his  passioun  that 
he  suffred  for  my  synnes  and  no  tbya{ 
for  his  gilt.* 

[3O0]  And  ye  shul  understonde  that  is 
mannes  synne  is  every  manere  of  oidre 
or  ordinaunce  turned  up-so-donn.  For 
it  is  sooth  that  God  and  resoun  and 
sensualitee  and  the  body  of  man  beO 
ordeyned  that  everich  of  thise  fosR 
thynges  sholde  have  lordshipe  over  that 
oother ;  as  thus  :  God  sholde  have  lord- 
shipe over  resoun,  and  resoun  over 
sensualitee,  and  sensualitee  over  the  body 
of  man ;  but  soothly,  whan  man  synnctb 
al  this  ordre  or  ordinaunce  is  turned  Qp- 
so-doun.  And  therfore  thanne,  fbras- 
muche  as  the  resoun  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
be  subget  ne  obeisant  to  God,  that  is  bis 
lord  by  right,  therfore  leseth  it  the  lord- 
shipe that  it  sholde  have  over  sensualitee 
and  eek  over  the  body  of  man.  [>^I 
And  why?  For  sensualitee  rebelletb 
thanne  aga)'ns  resoun,  and  by  that  wejf 
leseth  resoun  the  lordshipe  over  sensualitee 
and  over  the  body,  for,  right  as  resoos 
is  rebel  to  God,  right  so  is  bothe  sensualitee 
rebel  to  resoun  and  the  body  also. 

And  certes,  this  disordinaunce  and  this 
rebellioun  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist  abogbte 
upon  his  precious  body  ful  deere ;  ^ 
herkneth  in  which  iirise.  For  as  mucb^ 
thanne  as  resoun  is  rebel  to  God,  thef^ 
is  man  worthy  to  have  sorwe  and  to  be 
deed.  This  sufired  ouze  Lord  Jbei^ 
Crist  for  man,  after  that  he  hadde  b<| 
bitraysed  of  his  disciple,  and  dtsireyo^ 
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,  so  that  his  blood  brast  out 
lyl  of  his  handes,  as  seith 
ityn.  [370]  And  forther-over 
el  as  resoun  of  man  ne  wol 
sensualitee  whan  it  may, 
man  worthy  to  have  shame, 
ffred  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist 
in  they  spettcn  in  his  visage, 
-over  for  as  muchel  thanne 
f  body  of  man  is  rebel  bothe 
id  to  sensualitee,  therfore  is 
t  deeth,  and  this  suffred  oure 
Crist  for  man  up>on  the  croys, 
ler  was  no  part  of  his  body 
ten   greet   peyne   and  bitter 

his  suffred  Jhesu  Crist  that 
:ed,  and  therfore  resonably 
1  of  Jhesu  in  this  manere : 

am  I  peyned  for  the  thynges 
:r  deserved,  and  to  muche 
r  shendshipe  that  man  is 
ave.'     And  therfore  may  the 

wel   seye,    as    seith    Seint 
icursed  be  the  bittemesse  of 

for  which  ther  moste  be 
luchel  bittemesse ' ;  [375]  for 
the  diverse  discordaunces 
:ednesses  was  the  passioun  of 
ordeyned  in  diverse  thynges, 
rtes,  synful  mannes  soule  is 
'  the  devel  by  coveitise  of 
>rosperitee,  and  scorned  by 
Q  he  cheseth  fiesshly  delices, 
:  tormented  by  inpacience  of 
and  by-spit  by  servage  and 
of  synne,  and  atte  laste  it  is 
r.  For  this  disordinaunce  of 
ras  Jhesu  Crist  first  bitraysed, 
at  he  was  bounde  that  cam 
^den  us  of  synne  and  of 
anne  was  he  by-scorned  that 
:  han  been  honoured  in  alle 
1  of  alle  thynges.  Thanne 
ge,  that  (^hte  be  desired  to 
1  mankynde,  in  which  visage 
ren  to  looke,  vileynsly  bispet ; 
;  was  he  scourged  that  no 
e  agilt ;   and  finally  thanne 

'5*  ^*P*ti  K  dUptir. 


was  he  crucified  and  slayn.  Thanne 
was  acompliced  the  word  of  Ysaye, 
*  He  was  wounded  for  oure  mysdedes  and 
defouled  by  oure  felonies.*  Now,  sith 
that  Jhesu  Crist  took  upon  hymself  the 
peyne  of  alle  oure  wikkednesses,  muchel 
oghte  synful  man  wepen  and  biwayle 
that  for  his  synnes  Goddes  sone  of 
hevcne  sholde  al  this  peyne  endure. 

The  sixte  thyng  that  oghte  moeve  a 
man  to  contricioun  is  the  hope  of  thre 
thynges  ;  that  is  to  seyn,  foryifhesse  of 
synne,  and  the  yifte  of  grace  wel  for  to 
do,  and  the  glorie  of  hevene,  with  which 
God  shal  gerdone  a  man  for  his  goode 
dedes. 

And,  for  as  muche  as  Jhesu  Crist 
yeveth  us  thise  yiftes  of  his  largesse,  and 
of  his  sovereyn  bountee,  therfore  is  he 
clepedy^^^ww  Nazarenus^  rexjudaorum* 
[285]  Jhesus  is  to  seyn  saveour,  or 
salvacioun,  on  whom  men  shul  hope  to 
have  foryifnesse  of  synnes,  which  that  is 
proprely  salvacioun  of  synnes ;  and  ther- 
fore jseyde  the  aungel  to  Joseph,  *  Thou 
shalt  clepen  his  name  Jhesus  that  shal 
saven  his  peple  of  hir  synnes.*  And 
heer-of  seith  Seint  Peter,  *  Ther  is  noon 
oother  name  under  hevene  that  is  yeve 
to  any  man  by  which  a  man  may  be 
saved,*  but  oonly  Jhesus.  Nazarenus  is 
as  muche  for  to  seye  as  florisshynge,  in 
which  a  man  shal  hope  that  he  that 
yeveth  hym  remissioun  of  synnes  shal 
yeve  hym  eek  g^race  wel  for  to  do,  for  in 
the  flour  is  hope  of  fruyt  in  tyme  comynge, 
and  in  foryifnesse  of  synnes,  hope  of 
grace  wel  for  to  do.  *  I  was  atte  dore 
of  thyn  herte,*  seith  Jhesus,  '  and  cleped 
for  to  entre  ;  he  that  openeth  to  me  shal 
have  foryifhesse  of  synne;  [390]  I  wol  entre 
into  hym  by  my  grace  and  soupe  with 
hym  (by  the  goode  werkes  that  he  shal 
doon,  whiche  werkes  been  the  foode  of 
God),  and  he  shal  soupe  with  me*  (by 
the  grete  joye  that  I  shal  yeven  hym). 

Thus  shal  man  hope  for  his  werkes  of 
penaunce  that  God  shal  yeven  Yijai  his 
regne,  as  he  bihooteth  hym  in  the  gospel. 

Now  shal  a  man  understonde  in  which 
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lere  shal  been  his  contHcioun.  I 
scye  Ihnl  it  shal  been  universal  itnd  tntal. 
This  is  to  aeyn,  a  man  shal  be  verra; 
T«peniaunt  Tot  alte  his  synncs  ihai  he 
hath  doon  in  delit  of  his  tht^ht,  for  delit 
'  I  (ill  peiiloos.  Far  tliei  been  Iwo 
ilnereofconsentyngcs  ;  Ihal  oooof hem 
is  cleped  Eonsentynge  of  aOeccioun,  whan 
a  maa  is  moered  to  do  synne,  and  delilelh 
hymlongefor  lothynlteonlliat  synne.atid 
his  rcsoun  aperceyvelh  it  wellhalitissyane 
agityns  the  lawe  a!  God,  and  yet  his 
lesoun  lefceyneth  nat  his  foul  detil  or 
tnlcnl,  though  he  sc  we]  apcilly  thai  it 
isagayns  theieverenceofGod;  allhouEh 
his  resouo  ne  consenle  noghl  to  doon 
that  lynoe  in  dcde,  [155]  yet  seyn  somme 
doctours  that  swich  delit  that  dwelleth 
longe  it  is  ful  perilous,  al  be  it  never  so 
lite.  AdJ  also  a  man  sbolde  some 
namely,  for  al  that  ever  he  hath  dcinrcd 
agayn  the  Inwe  of  God  with  petfit  eon- 
sentynge of  his  rcMuiii  for  thcr-of  is  do 
doute  that  it  is  deedly  syone  in  eon- 
sentynge; for  cerles,  ther  is  no  deedly 
synne  that  it  nas  first  in  mannes  thought, 
and  ailer  that  in  his  delit  and  so  forili 
.0  consenljmge,  and  into  dedc.  Whcr- 
fore,  I  seye  that  many  men  ne  repentcn 
'     n  never  of  swiche  Ihoghles  and  delites, 

never  thryven  hem  of  it,  bat  oonly  of 
the  dede  ofgrete  syimes  outward  ;  wher- 
fore,  1  seye  lliat  swiche  wikked  delites 
andwikked  thoghtcs  been  subtile  bigiletes 
of  hero  that  shullen  be  dampned. 

[100]  Moore-over,  man  ogbte  to  sorwe 
for  his  wikkede  wordes,  as  wel  as  for 
wihkede  dedes ;  for,  certes,  the  re- 
penlaunce  of  o  synguler  synne,  and  nat 
repentc  of  alle  his  oiherc  synnes,  ai 
dies  repenlen  hym  of  alle  hb  othere 
synnes  and  nat  of  a  synguler  synne,  may 
nat  availle.  For  certes,  God  Almyghty 
is  a]  good,  and  therfore  he  foryevclh  al, 
ir  elles  right  nt^ht.  And  licer-of  seilh 
Seint  Auguslyn,  I  wot  cettcynly  that  God 
is  enemy  to  cveridi  synocK,  and  how 
Ilunnc  he  that  observeth  o  synne,  shal 
lie  have  foryiCnesse  of  Ihe  remenaunt  of 
his  othete  lynnes  ?     Nay. 


[305]  And  forther  -  over  coot 
sholde  be  wonder  sorweful  and  angii 
and  therfore  yeveth  hym  God  pley 
mercy,  and  therfore  '  whaji  my  soi 
angwissous  wilh-inne  mc,  1  hat 
membrance  of  God,  that  my  ; 
niyghte  come  to  hym."  Forth 
conlririoun  mosle  be  conjjnuee],  ai 
man  have  stedefasl  purpos  losluive 
and  for  to  amcndcn  hyro  of  bis  ly 
soothly,  whil  contricioun  lasielb  m. 
ever  have  hope  of  foiyifn^se,  1 
this  comlh  hate  of  synne,  that  dcsi 
synne  boihe  in.him -self  and  celt  in 
falk,athispower;  for  witich  sdth 
'Ye  that  loven  God,  hatclh  wikked 
(or,  truateth  wel,  to  love  God  is 
love  that  he  ioveth  and  hale  ti 
hateth. 

The  laste  thyng  that  man  sha) 
stondc  in  contricioun  is  this,  *  V 
avayleth  contricioun  1 '  I  seye  tfa 
tymc  contriciotin  deliverclh  a  m 
synne ;  of  which  that  David  tei 
seye,'  quod  David,  thai  is  to  ys 
purposed  fermely  lo  shiyve  mi 
thow,  Lord,  lelcsedcsl  my  synne.' 
And  right  So  as  contcLdimn  al 
noght  withouten  sad  purpos  uf  sh 
man  have  oportunilee,  right  so  lite 
is  shiifte  or  satisfaccioun  withoulc 


deslioyeth  the  prisoun  of  helli 
makcth  wayk  and  fiebleaUe  the  stn 
of  the  develes,  and  reslorelh  the  y 
the  HoolyGoosl  and  of  alle  goodev 
and  i1  cicnseth  the  soule  of  syni 
deliveteth  the  soule  fro  the  pe 
hellc,and  fio  the  compaignye  of  ihi 
and  (ro  Ihe  servagc  of  synne,  ■ 
storcth  it  10  alle  goodcs  eiipiiiluc 
to  Ihe  compaignye  an>)  communy 
hooly  chirchc. 

And  foither-ower  it  maketh  hyi 
whilom  was  sone  of  ire  10  be  «>n-'ii 
and  alle  Ihiee  thynges  been  ;  " 
hooly  writ,  and  therfore  he  ii 
selle  his  cnlcQle  lo  Ihise  tllyligi  ■ 
ful  wys,  for,  soothly,  he  ne  ^>^ 


►UP  I 


PARSON'S  TALE 


310-335 


ine  in  al  his  l3rf  have  corage  to  synne, 
yeven  his  body  and  al  his  berte  to 
service  of  Jhesu  Crist,  and  ther-of 
n  hym  hommage ;  [3x5]  for  soothly 
e  sweete  Lord  Jhesu  Crist  hath  spared 
yo  debonairly  in  our  folies,  that  if  he 
hadde  pitee  of  mannes  soule  a  sory 
g  we  myghten  alle  synge. 

\xplicit  prima  pars  penitentic,     Et 
sequitur  secufida  pars  eittsdem 

fhe  seconde  partie  of  penitence  is 
tfessioun  that  is  signe  of  contricioun. 
w  shul  ye  understonde  what  is  con- 
doun,  and  wheither  it  oghte  nedes  be 
>n  or  noon,  and  whiche  thjmges  been 
'enable  to  verray  confessioun. 
First  shaltow  understonde  that  con- 
iioun  is  verray  shewynge  of  synnes 
the  preest ;  this  is  to  seyn  '  verray,* 
he  moste  confessen  hym  of  alle  the 
ididouns  that  bilongen  to  his  S3mne, 
ferforth  as  he  lean ;  [320]  al  moot  be 
d  and  no  thyng  excused,  nc  hyd, 
for-wrapped,  and  noght  avaunte  thee 
thy  goode  werkes.  And  forther-over 
is  necessarie  to  understonde  whennes 
.t  synnes  spryngen,  and  how  they 
rreessen,  and  whiche  they  been. 
Of  the  spryngynge  of  synnes  seith  Seint 
al  in  this  wise,  that  '  Right  as  by  a 
n  synne  entred  first  into  this  world, 
1  thurgh  that  synne  deeth ;  right  so 
Ike  deeth  entred  into  alle  men  that 
meden ' ;  and  this  man  was  Adam,  by 
lom  synne  entred  into  thb  world 
lan  he  brak  the  comaundementz  of 
)d.     And  therfore,  he  that  first  was 

mygfaty  that  he  sholde  nat  have 
ed,  bicam  swich  oon  that  he  moste 
des  dye,  wheither  he  wolde  or  noon, 
d  al  his  progenye  in  this  world  that  in 
like  man  S3mneden. 

[335]  Locke,  that  in  thestaat  of  inno- 
oce,  whan  Adam  and  Eve  naked  weren 

Paradys  and  no  thyng  ne  hadden 
ame  of  hir  nakednesse,  how  that  the 
ipent,    that  was  moost   wily  of  alle 

3aa  iMt€  ^ihy,  H'  him  o/hts. 


othere  beestes  that  God  hadde  maked, 
seyde  to  the  womman,  *  Why  comaunded 
God  to  yow  ye  sholde  nat  eten  of  every 
tree  in  Paradys  ? '   The  womman  answerde, 

*  Of  the  fruyt,*  quod  she,  *of  the  trees  in 
Paradys  we  feden  us,  but  soothly,  of  the 
fruyt  of  the  tree  that  is  in  the  myddel  of 
Paradys  God  forbad  us  for  to  ete,  and 
nat  touchen  it,  lest  peraventure  we  sholde 
dyen. '  The  serpent  seyde  to  the  womman, 

•  Nay,  nay,  ye  shul  nat  dyen  of  deeth ; 
for  sothe,  God  woot  that  what  day  that 
ye  eten  ther-of  youre  eyen  shul  opene, 
and  ye  shul  been  as  goddes,  knowynge 
good  and  harm.* 

The  womman  thanne  saugh  that  the 
tree  was  good  to  feedyng,  and  fair  to  the 
eyen,  and  delitable  to  the  sighte.  She 
took  of  the  fruyt  of  the  tree,  and  eet  it, 
and  yaf  to  hire  housbonde,  and  he  eet, 
and  anoon  the  eyen  of  hem  bothe  openeden ; 
[330]  and  whan  that  they  knewe  that  they 
were  naked  they  sowed  of  fige  leves  a 
maner  of  breches,  to  hiden  hire  members. 

There  may  ye  seen  that  deedly  synne 
hath  first  suggestioun  of  the  feend,  as 
sheweth  heere  by  the  'naddre,  and  after- 
ward the  delit  of  the  flessh,  as  sheweth 
heere  by  Eve,  and  after  that  the  con- 
sentynge  of  resoun,  as  sheweth  heere  by 
Adam.  For  trust  wel,  though  so  were 
that  the  feend  tempted  Eve,  that  is  to 
seyn  the  flessh,  and  the  flessh  hadde  delit 
in  the  beautee  of  the  fruyt  defended,  yet 
certes  til  that  resoun,  that  is  toseyn  Adam, 
consented  to  the  etynge  of  the  fruyt,  yet 
stood  he  in  thestaat  of  innocence.  Of  thilke 
Adam  tooke  we  thilke  synne  original,  for 
of  hym  flesshly  descended  be  we  alle, 
and  engendred  of  vile  and  corrupt 
mateere ;  and  whan  the  soule  is  put  in 
oure  body,  right  anon  is  contract  original 
synne,  and  that  that  was  erst  but  oonly 
peyne  of  concupiscence  b  afterward  both 
peyne  and  synne  ;  [335]  and  therfore  be 
we  allebomsonesof  wrattheand  ofdamp- 
nacioun  perdurable,  if  it  nere  baptesme 
that  we  receyven,  which  bynymeth  us  the 
culpe.  But  for  sothe  the  peyne  dwelleth 
with  us  as  to  temptacioun,  which  peyne 
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highte  concupiscence.  And  this  con- 
cupiscence whan  it  is  wrongfully  disposed 
gi  oideyned  In  man  i<  muketh  liyni 
eoreile  hy  coveilise  of  flessh,  flesshly 
ajmne  by  sighle  of  his  eycn  as  lo  erlhely 
titynges,  and  eek  coveilise  of  hyncsse  by 
pride  of  herte. 

Now,  OS  for  lo  spekcn  of  (he  firsts 
ooveilise,  that  is  concupiscence  after  the 
lawe  of  oure  oiembres  that  weren  tawe- 
fiilliche  y-maked  and  hy  rightful  jugge- 
mcnt  ofGoH.  I  seye,  fotasmuche  as  man 
is  nat  oheisnunt  to  God,  thai  is  his  Lord, 
Iherfoie  is  the  flessh  to  hym  disobeis- 
Buot  Ihui^h  concupiscence,  which  yet  is 
cleped  norrissynge  of  synne,  and  occasion 
of  synnc.  Therfore  al  the  while  that  a 
man  hath  in  hym  the  peyoe  of  concupis- 
cent it  is  impossible  but  he  be  tempted 
somtime  and  moeved  in  his  flessh  to 
*ynne,  [mo]  and  this  Ihyng  may  nat 
faille  as  longe  as  he  lyvelh.  It  may  wel 
wueficble  and  faille  l^  vcrtu  of  bapiesme, 
and  by  the  grace  of  God  ihutgh  penitence, 
but  fully  ne  shal  it  never  quenche,  Ihnt 
be  ne  shal  com  tymc  be  mocvcd  in  hym- 
self,  but  if  he  were  al  rtfreyded  by  sik- 
nesie,  or  by  matefice  of  sorcetie,  or  coldc 
drynkes.  For  lo,  what  seith  SeinI  Paul, 
'The  fltsh  coveitelh  ogayn  the  spirit,  and 
the  ipiiil  agayn  the  tiessh ;  they  been 
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nat  alwey  doon  as  he  wolde.' 
Setnt  raul  after  hit  gieie  penaunce  in 
mttei  and  in  lond  ; — in  water  by  nyght 
■nd  by  day,  in  greet  peril  and  in  greet 
peyne ;  in  loud,  in  famyne,  in  ihnisl,  in 
GOoId,  and  cloothlees,  and  ones  stoned 
■Imoost  lo  the  deeih, — yet  scyde  he, 
'Alios  t  I  caylyf  man,  who  shal  dclivere 
ne  fro  the  piisoun  of  my  caylyf  body?' 
tj«]  And  Seint  Jerome,  whan  he  longc 
Ifme  hadde  woncd  In  desert,  where  as 
U  hidde  no  compnignye  hut  of  wilde 
beestes,  where  ai  he  nc  hadde  no  mMe 
tut  beibot,  and  water  lo  his  drynke.  nc 
Bo  bed  but  the  naked  enhe,  for  which 
Ui  flMah  was  hlak  as  an  Ethiopcen  for 
heete,  and  ny  liesiroyed  fur  coold,  yet 
sc)de  )"■  Dial  ihc  lirt-nnynip'  of  lecheric 


boyled  in  al  his  body  ;  wherforc,  I  ^ 
wcl  sykeily,  Ihat  Ihcy  been  deceyvc.' 
scyn  that  they  ne  be  nat  templed  in      ■ 
body.      WiCnesie   on    Seint   Jam?   .:i 
Apostcl,  thai  scilh  that  evcty  uiehi 
templed    in   his   owene    eontupiscfnr  . 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  eTcrich  of  us  ' 
malere  and  occadoon  (o  be  lemj'' 
the   Dorisiynge  of  synne  Ihat   is    i:: 
body.     And    therfore  seilh   Seini 
the  evaungelisi,  '  If  that  we  scyn  :!.. 
belh  wilhouic  synne,  we  dcceyre  ii'  - 
and  trouthe  is  nnt  in  us.' 

[3^]   Now    shal    ye    undenlon '. 
what   mnnerc    that   STiuie   wexcih 
encrecsseth  in  man.     The   6rele  \- 
is  thilke  noiissynge  of  synnc  of  uli 
spak  bifom,  thjlke'flessbly  cQncupL>;<. 
and  after  ihal  comih  ihe  subjtcciom 
the  devel,    ihis   is    lo  seyn    ihe  deieio 
bely,  wilh  which  he  blawelh  in  mu^ 
fir  of  Hesshly  concupiscence ;  and  lIH 
that  a  nuin  bilhyolcelh  hym  whdlfaertt 
wol  doon,  or  no,  ihilke  thing  to  v\'-^ 
he  is  templed.     And  Ihanne.  if  '.!i 
man  wilhstonde   and  weyve   the   i 
entisynge  of  his  flessh,  and  of  the  U 
thonne  la  it  no  synne ;  and  if  it 
that  he  do  nat  so.  Ihanne  feclcth  be   ' 
a  flambe  of  delii,  and  thanne  is  '^^ 
10  be  war  and  kepen  hym  wel,  •'" 
he  wol  falle  anon  into  conscni)!:^ 
synne;  and  Ihanne  wol  be  do  ii.  i 
may  have  tytne  and  place.      [1;;]    ' 
of   this  mateie   seith   Moyis,   Ia 
devel,  in  this  msncTe :  The  fecnil  - 
<I  wale  chace  and  punue  the  v-- 
wikked  suggestioun,  and   I  wolc  I 
hym  by  moevynge  and  iUrynge  ol  -.'- 
I  wol   deparic  my  piisev  or  my  [ 
by   deliberacioun,    and    my    lu-^t 
been    iccompliced    in    delit  ;      \ 
drawe   my    swcrd    in    conscntim,' 
for   ceilcs,    right  ax  a   swcril   dc','.i 
n   Ihyng   in   two   peces,   right   >.i'  ' 
senlynge  dcparleth  God  lio  man, — '"•"' 
thanne  wol  I  sleen  hym  witli  myn  h»»* 
in  dede  of  lynne  ' ;  thus  seilh  ihc  (kb^I 
for  certes,  thanne  is  a  man  al  deed  •__ 
soulc.      Aod  thu»  is  Byrne  11 
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f  temptacioun,  by  delit,  and  by  con- 
jitynge,  and  thanne  is  the  synne  cleped 
rtueel. 

Forsothe  synne  is  in  two  maneres, 
ither  it  is  venial,  or  deedly  synne. 
oothly,  whan  man  loveth  any  creature 
toore  than  Jhesu  Crist  oure  Creatour, 
lanne  is  it  deedly  synne.  And  venial 
rnne  is  it,  if  man  love  Jhesu  Crist  lasse 
lan  hym  oughte.  Forsothe  the  dede 
r  this  venial  synne  is  ful  perilous,  for  it 
tnenuseth  the  love  that  men  sholde  han 
>  God  moore  and  moore.  [360]  And 
lerfore  if  a  man  charge  hymself  with 
lanye  swiche  venial  synnes,  certes,  but 

so  be  that  he  som  tyme  descharge 
ym  of  hem  by  shrifte,  they  mowe  ful 
ghtly  amenuse  in  hym  al  the  love  that 
e  hath  to  Jhesu  Crist ;  and  in  this  wise 
kippeth  venial  into  deedly  synne,  for 
ertes,  the  moore  that  a  man  chargeth 
is  soule  with  venial  synne,  the  moore 
5  he  enclyned  to  fallen  into  deedly 
ynne.  And  therfore  lat  us  nat  be 
lecligent  to  deschargen  us  of  venial 
ynnes,  for  the  proverbe  seith  that 
manye  smale  maken  a  greet.'  And 
lerkne  this  ensample ;  a  greet  wawe  of 
he  see  comth  somtyme  with  so  greet  a 
riolence  that  it  drencheth  the  shipe ; 
ind  the  same  harm  dooth  som  tyme  the 
imale  dropes  of  water  that  entren  thurgh 
I  litel  crevace  into  the  thurrok,  and  in 
he  botme  of  the  shipe,  if  men  be  so 
lecligent  that  they  ne  descharge  hem 
lat  by  tyme.  And  therfore,  although 
iher  be  a  difference  bitwixe  thise  two 
:anses  of  drenchynge,  algates  the  shipe 
is  dreynt.  [365]  Right  so  fareth  it 
somtyme  of  deedly  synne,  and  of 
^oyouse  veniale  S3mnes,  whan  they 
multiplie  in  a  man  so  g^eetly  that  thilke 
Worldly  tbynges  that  he  loveth,  thurgh 
whiche  he  S3mneth  yenyally,  is  as  greet 
in  his  herte  as  the  love  of  God,  or  moore. 
And  therfore  the  love  of  every  thyng 
that  is  nat  biset  in  God,  ne  doon  princi- 
pally for  Goddes  sake,  al  though  that  a 
nun  love  it  lasse  than  God,  yet  is  it 
^reoial  synne,  and  deedly  sjrnne  whan 


the  love  of  any  thyng  weyeth  in  the 
herte  of  man  as  muchel  as  the  love  of 
God,  or  moore.  Deedly  synne,  as  seith 
Seint  Augustyn,  is  *  whan  a  man  turneth 
his  herte  fro  God,  which  that  is  verray 
sovereyn  bountee,  that  may  nat  chaunge, 
and  yeveth  his  herte  to  thyng  that  may 
chaunge  and  flitte ' ;  and  certes,  that  is 
every  thyng,  save  God  of  hevene.  For 
sooth  is  that  if  a  man  yeve  his  love,  the 
which  that  he  oweth  al  to  God  with  al 
his  herte,  unto  a  creature,  certes  as 
muche  as  he  yeveth  of  his  love  lo  thilke 
creature,  so  muche  he  bireveth  fro  God, 
[370]  and  therfore  dooth  he  synne,  for 
he  that  is  dettour  to  God  ne  yeldeth  nat 
lo  God  al  his  dette,  that  is  to  seyn,  al 
the  love  of  his  herte. 

Now,  sith  man  understondeth  gener- 
ally which  is  venial  synne,  thanne  is  it 
covenable  to  tellen  specially  of  synnes 
whiche  that  many  a  man  i)eraventure  ne 
<lemeth  hem  nat  synnes,  and  ne  shryveth 
hem  nat  of  the  same  thynges,  and  yet 
nathelees  they  been  synnes.  Soothly, 
as  thise  clerkes  writen,  this  is  to  seyn, 
that  at  every  tyme  that  a  man  cteth  or 
drynketh  moore  than  suffiseth  to  the 
sustenaunce  of  his  body,  in  certein  he 
dooth  synne ;  and  eek  whan  he  speketh 
moore  than  nedeth  it  is  synne ;  eke 
whan  he  herkneth  nat  benignely  the 
corapleint  of  the  poure ;  eke  whan  he  is 
in  heele  of  body  and  wol  nat  faste  whan 
hym  oghle  faste,  withouten  cause 
resonable ;  eke  whan  he  slepeth  moore 
than  nedeth,  or  whan  he  comth  by  thilke 
enchesoun  to  late  to  chirche,  or  to  otherc 
werkes  of  charite ;  [375]  eke  whan  he 
useth  his  wyf  withouten  sovereyn  desir 
of  engendrure,  to  the  honour  of  God,  or 
for  the  entente  to  yelde  to  his  wyf  the 
dette  of  his  body  ;  eke  whan  he  wol  nat 
visite  the  sike  and  the  prisoner,  if  he 
may;  eke  if  he  love  wyf  or  child,  or 
oother  worldly  thyng,  moore  than  resoun 
requireth ;  eke  if  he  fiatere  or  blandise 
moore  than  hym  oghte,  for  any  necessitee ; 
eke  if  he  amenuse   or  withdrawe   the 

370.  hym  oghUt  H*  otfurfolk  {otktr  wch). 
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■Iniesse  of  Ibe  poure ;  eke  if  he  appar' 
•illelh  his  mete  moore  deliciously  Ihan 
Dedc  13,  01  cte  to  hutlly,  by  lilierous' 
netse  ;  eke  if  he  tale  vuiylees  U  chiiche, 
01  at  Goddes  service,  or  thai  he  be  n 
Ulkct  of  ydel  wordcs,  of  folye,  ot  of 
vileytijre, — for  he  aha)  yelden  ocounlcii  of 
it  >l  the  day  of  doome ;  eke  whan  he 
biheteth  or  BSsureth  lo  do  ihyngcs  ihat 
he  may  nat  peifouine ;  eke  whan  Ihal 
he  by  lightneise  or  folic  mysscyeth  or 
Momclh  h»  neighebore ;  [jSo]  eke 
whan  he  hath  any  wikked  suspecicmn  of 
Ihyng  ther  he  nc  woot  of  it  no  soolh. 
fastnesse  ;  thise  ihyngesand  mo  withoute 
Donibre  been  synnes,  as  seitb  Scinl 
Au{ru5lyn. 

Now  shal  men  undeistonde  that  al  be 
it  K>  thfti  noon  crthely  man  nisy  eschue 
ftlle  venial  synnes,  yet  may  he  refreyne 
hym  by  the  btennynge  love  that  be  hath 
to  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Ciist,  and  by  pteyerea 
u)d  eonfessioun  and  olhcicgoodcnetkes, 
shal  but  litel  greve ;  for,  as 
ith  Saint  Augustyn,  '  If  a  oinn  love 
d  in  Ewich  manere  that  al  lliat  ever 
._  dooth  is  in  the  love  of  God,  and  for 
/Sac  love  of  God  verrdly,  for  he  brennelh 
in  the  love  of  God.  looke,  hovf  muche 
tbtl  a  dtope  of  water  that  falleth  in  a 
foumeys  ful  of  fyr  anoyelh  or  c'E''d'i 
to  muche  anoyelh  a  venial  synne  unio  a 
nun  that  ii  periit  in  the  love  of  Jhesu 
Critt.'  [jBj]  Men  may  also  lefreyne 
venial  synne  by  receyvynge  woilhily  of 
the  precious  body  oi  jhesu  Crist ;  by 
receyryng  eek  of  hooly  water,  by  almes- 
dcde,  by  general  confeisioitn  of  CoHfilcor 
masse,  and  at  complyn.  and  by 
isynge  of  biishopei  and  of  preestes 
sod  ODihere  goode  werkes, 

Stqaitur  de  sifttm  ptnatit  marlalitut  tt 
eerum  deptndewiii  et  sfeiiiim 
ow   is   it    bihuTcly   tbyng   to   telle 


whiche  been  the  decdiy  lyniies.  '' 
lo  aeynchieflsynes  of  synnes.     All. 
lennc  in  o  lees,  but  in   divcne  m::' 
Now  been  they  deped  chiefiaynei,  i 
muche  as  they  l^een  chief,  and  sfr,  . 
of  alie  olhere  synnes.      Of  the  i- 
thisc  sevene  synnes  thanne  is  pii<!  . 
genend  roote  of  alle  hnrmcs.  for 
loole  spiyngen  ceriein  brannches.  ~  - 
envye  [  accidie,  at  slevrthe  ;  «*ar:.  . 
coveitise,  lo  commune  underitondt  l^. 
glolonye,  and  lechciye.     And  cverich  it  j 
thlse   chief  synnci   hnlh   his   biauKka 
and  his  twigges  as  shot  be  dccUild  B 
hire  cbapitres  fol  wyngc. 

Dt  Stiftrtut 

[jgo]  And  Ihogh  so  be   Ihu  no  rm* 
kan  outrely  telle  the  nombre  of  twi%ta  I 
and  of  the  hannet  that  Cometh  of  :■■^^ 
yet  wol  1  shewe  a  paitie  of  hem. 
shul  undcTElondc.     Ther  is  inobt'!" 
avauntynge,  y])ocrisie,  despit,  uit.% 
inpudcnce,  swellyi^  of  heite,  in:;^  u- 
elacioun,   inpocience,   ttrif,   coniun 
pr esumpcioun,    inevcrence,    pei  1 1 . 
veyne   gtorie   and    many   anotbrT 
that   I    kan   nat    declare.       InolK. 
is    he     tliat    disobeyclb    for    dr;p: 
the  comandementi  of  God   and   \ 
sovereyns    and    to    his    goosily    i' 
Avaunlout   is  he   that    bosleth   ii 
barm  or  of  the  baontec  that   b-   i 
doon.     Vpocrite   is   he   that   hii'i^ 
shewe  hym  swicb  as  he  ii,  and  iii-" 
hymsnicbashenoghtis.     L«s]  Ck-i . 
is  he  thai  hath  desdeyn  of  his  neigl '' 
ihal  is  to  seyn  of  his  ci-ene  Crblr: 
bath  despit  to  doon  that  hym  tigrii 
do.     Arri^^t  is  he  that  thynkeili  i' 
he  bath  tbilke  bountecs  in  hym  th*l  I' 
hath  noght.  or  weoeth  that  he  d«Ua 
have  bcm  by  his  desertes,  m  dla  ti 
demelh   that   be   be   that   h(  By*  1^ 
Inpudeol  is  be  that  for  hit  phde  !■■'* 
no  shame  of  his  synnes.     l>w<llyngc<'' 
hetle  is  whan  a  man  rejoyteth  bya  ^ 
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hat  he  hath  doon.  Insolent  is  he 
lespiseth  in  his  juggement  alle 
folk,  as  to  regard  of  his  value, 
his  konnyng,  and  of  his  spekyng, 
his  beryng.  [400]  Elacioun  is 
he  ne  may  neither  suffre  to  have 
r  ne  felawe.  Inpacient  is  he  that 
t  been  y-taught  ne  undemome  of 
e,  and  by  strif  werreieth  trouthe 
ly,  and  deffendeth  his  folye. 
nax  is  he  that  thurgh  his  in- 
ioun  is  agayns  everich  auctoritee 
er  of  hem  that  been  his  sovereyns. 
ipcioun  is  whan  a  man  under- 
an  emprise  that  hym  oghte  nat 
elles  that  he  may  nat  do,  and  this 
d  surquidie.     Irreverence  is  whan 

0  nat  honour  there  as  hem  oghte 
n,  and  waiten  to  be  reverenced, 
cie  is  whan  man  deffendeth  his 
and  trusteth  to  muchel  in  his 
wit.  [405]  Veyneglorie  is  for  to 
3mpe  and  delit  in  his  temporeel 
;,  and  glorifie  hym  in  this  worldly 

Janglynge  is  whan  men  speken 
:he  biforn  folk,  and  dappen  fis  a 
and  taken   no   kepe    what   they 

yet  is  ther  a  privee  spece  of  pride 
liteth  first  to  be  salewed  er  he 
ilewe,  al  be  he  lasse  worth  than 
ther  is,  peraventure ;  and  eek  he 
or  desireth  to  sitte,  or  elles  to 
bove  hym  in  the  wey,  or  kisse 
r  been  encensed,  or  goon  to 
bifom  his  neighebore,  and  swiche 
3le  thynges,  agayns  his  duetee, 
iture,  but  that  he  hath  his  herte 
;  entente  in  swich  a  proud  desir 
lagnified  and  honoured  bifom  the 

been  ther  two  maneres  of  pride, 
m  of  hem  is  withinne  the  herte 
and  that  oother  is  withoute,  [4x0] 
be  soothly  thise  forseyde  thynges, 
than  I  have  seyd,  apertenen  to 
lat  is  in  the  herte  of  man,  and 
ere  speces  of  pride  been  withoute ; 

ixf€*  t^ctf  secret  kind.    This  section  is 

1  addition. 


but  natheles  that  oon  of  thise  speces  of 
pride  is  signe  of  that  oother,  right  as  the 
gaye  leefsel  atte  taveme  is  signe  of  the 
wyn  that  is  in  the  celer.  And  this  is  in 
manye  thynges,  as  in  speche  and  con- 
tenaunce,  and  in  outrageous  array  of 
clothyng  ;  for  certes,  if  ther  ne  hadde  be 
no  synne  in  clothyng,  Crist  wolde  nat  so 
soone  have  noted  and  spoken  of  the 
clothyng  of  thilke  riche  man  in  the 
gospel.  And  as  seith  Seint  Gregorie, 
*  That  precious  clothyng  is  cowpable  for 
the  derthe  of  it,  and  for  his  softenesse 
and  for  his  strangenesse  and  degisjmesse, 
and  for  the  superfluitee,  and  for  the 
inordinat  scantnesse  of  it.' 

[415]  Alias  !  may  men  nat  seen  as  in 
oure  dayes  the  synful  costlewe  array  of 
clothynge,  and  namely  in  to  muche 
superfluite,  or  elles  in  to  desordinat 
scantnesse  ? 

As  to  the  firste  synne,  in  superfluitee 
of  clothynge,  which  that  maketh  it 
so  deere  to  harm  of  the  peple,  nat 
oonly  the  cost  of  embrowdynge,  the 
degise,  endentynge,  barrynge,  owndynge, 
palynge,  wjmdynge  or  bend)nige,  and 
semblable  wast  of  clooth  in  vanitee,  but 
ther  is  also  costlewe  furrynge  in  hir 
gownes,  so  muche  pownsonynge  of  chisel 
to  maken  holes,  so  muche  daggynge  of 
sheres ;  forth  -  with  the  superfluitee  in 
lengthe  of  the  forseide  gownes,  trailynge 
in  the  dong,  and  in  the  mire,  on  horse 
and  eek  on  foote,  as  wel  of  men  as 
of  wommen,  that  al  thilke  trailyng  is 
verraily  as  in  effect  wasted,  consumed, 
thredbare,  and  roten  with  donge,  rather 
than  it  is  yeven  to  the  poure,  to  greet 
damage  of  the  forseyde  poure  folk.  [420] 
And  that  in  sondry  wise ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
that  the  moore  that  clooth  is  wasted, 
the  moore  it  costeth  to  the  peple  for  the 
scantnesse.  And  forther-over  if  so  be 
that  they  wolde  yeven  swich  powsoned 
and  dagged  clothyng  to  the  poure  folk, 
it  is  nat  convenient  to  were  for  hire 
estaat,  ne  suffisant  to  beete  hire  necessitee 


4 10.  On^  the  subject  of  clothes,  Chaucer  greatly 
expands  his  original. 
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to  kepc  Iicm  fro  the  distempernncc  of 
the  firmament. 

Upon  that  oother  side  to  speken  of 
the  horrible  disordinat  scantnesse  of 
clolhjTig  as  been  thisc  kutted  sloppes,  or 
haynselyns,  that  thurgh  hire  shortnesse 
ne  covere  nat  the  shameful  membrcs  of 
man,  to  wikked  entente.  Alias  !  somme 
of  hem  shcwen  the  boce  of  hir  shape, 
and  the  horrible  swollen  membrcs,  that 
scmeth  lik  the  maladie  of  hirnia,  in  the 
wrap])ynge  of  hir  hoses  ;  and  eek  the 
buttokcs  of  hem  faren  as  it  were  the 
hyndre  part  of  a  she  ape  in  the  fulle  of 
the  moone.  [435]  And  mooreover  the 
wrecched  swollen  mcmbres  that  they 
shewethiirgh  the  degisynge,  in  departynge 
of  hire  hoses  in  whit  and  reed,  scmeth 
that  half  hir  shameful  privee  membrcs 
weren  flayne.  And  if  so  l)e  that  they 
dcpartcn  hiro  hoses  in  otherc  colours,  as 
is  whit  and  blak,  or  whit  ami  blow,  or 
blak  and  reed,  and  so  forth,  thanne 
scmeth  it  as  by  variaunce  of  colour  that 
Iwlf  the  p.irtie  of  hire  privee  membrcs 
were  coriuj)t  by  the  fir  of  Seint  Antony, 
or  by  cancrc,  or  by  oother  swicli 
mcschaunce.  Of  the  hyndre  part  of  hir 
buttokcs  it  is  All  horrible  for  to  see,  for 
certes,  in  tliat  partie  of  hir  Ixxly  tlier  as 
they  purgen  hir  stynkyngc  ordure,  that 
foule  partie  she  we  they  to  the  pcple 
prowdly  in  despit  of  honestitee,  the 
which   honestitee  that  Jhesu   Crist  and 


his  frocndes  observede  to  shcwen  in  hir  ■  stranglcn  spiritually  hir   lordshipes,  fw 


lyvc. 

[4>.]  Now  of  the  outrageous  array  of 
womnien,  God  woot  that  though  the 
vi-^agcs  of  somme  of  hem  seme  ful  chaast 
nnd  dcbonaire,  yet  nolific  they  in  hire 
array  of  alyr  likcrousnesse  and  pride.  I 
scy  nat  that  hono^litec  in  tlothjTigc  of 
m.-iii  or  wommnn  is  uncovenabic,  but 
certes  tlie  superfluitcc  or  disordinat 
scant iieo  of  clolhynge  is  reprevable.- 
Also  the  synnc  of  aorncmcnt,  or  of 
app.\raillc,  is  in  thyiiges  that  ajiertenento 
ritlynjje,—  as  in  to  manyc  delicat  horses 
that  Kvn  h«^='ldcn  for  debt,  that  Iven  so 
faire,  fatte,  and  costlewc,   and  also   to 


many  a  vicious  knave  that  is  susteued  If 
cause  of  hem  ;  in  to  curious  hameys,  ts 
in  sadeles,  in  crouperes,  pey^trels,  tod 
bridles  covered  with  precious  clothyngi 
and  riche  barres,  and  plates  of  gold,  and 
of  silver ;  for  which  God  seith»  by 
Zakarie  the  prophete,  '  I  wol  confoaode 
the  rideres  of  swicbe  horses.'  [435]  This 
folk  taken  litel  reward  of  the  rid}'nge  of 
Goddes  sone  of  hevene  and  of  his  hamep 
whan  he  rood  upon  the  asse,  and  ne 
liadde  noon  oother  barney's  but  the  pouK 
clothes  of  his  disciples,  ne  we  ne  rede 
nat  that  ever  he  rood  on  oother  beeti. 
I  spcke  this  for  the  synne  of  superflnitee, 
and  nat  for  rcsonable  honestitee,  whan 
rcson  it  requircth. 

And  forther,  certes,  pride  is  grMtlj 
notified  in  holdynge  of  greet  meynee 
whan  they  \yt  of  litel  profit,  or  of  right 
no  profit ;  and  namely  whan  that  meynee 
is  felonous  and  damageous  to  the  pepld 
by  hardynesse  of  heigh  lordshipe,  or  bf 
wey  of  offices  ;  for  certes,  swiche  Ionics 
scllen  thanne  hir  lordshipe  to  the  devd 
of  kelie,  whanne  they  sustenen  the 
wikkednesse  of  hir  me}'nee.  [440]  Or, 
dies  whan  this  folk  of  lowe  degree,  ^ 
thilke  that  holden  hostelries,  sustenen 
the  thcfie  of  hire  hostilers,  and  that  is  in 
many  mancrc  of  deceites.  Thilke  maneit 
of  folk  l)een  the  flyes  that  folwen  dw 
hony,  or  clles  the  houndes  that  folwco 
the     carcyne.       Swich     forseyde    folh 


which  thus  seith  Da\-id  the  prophete, 
'  Wikked  dccth  moolc  come  upon  thilke 
lordshi})cs,  and  God  yeve  that  they 
moote  dcscendcn  into  helle  al  douo.  al 
doun  ;  for  in  hire  houses  been  iniquitees 
and  shrewcdncsscs,  and  nat  God  of 
hevene.'  And  certes,  but  if  they  doon 
amendement,  right  as  God  yaf  h» 
l)cn>'soun  to  Pharao  by  the  service  of 
J.acob,  and  to  L^ban  by  the  service  of 
Josci)h,  right  so  God  wol  yeve  h** 
malisoun  to  swiche  lordshipes  as  sustenen 


44fi.  Pharao  .  .  .  Jaect'.  All  the  M\'en  MS^ 
liavc  the  names  in  this  order,  so  it  nuy  ^ 
Chaucer's  mistake. 
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»se  of  hir  servauntz,  but  if 
amendement. 

le  table  appeereth  eek  ful 

es,  riche  men  been  cleped 

poiire  folk  been  put  awey 

[445]  Also  in  excesse  of 

and  drynkes,  and  namely 
re  bake-metes  and  dissh- 
ige  of  wilde  fir,  and  peynted 
with  papir,  and  semblable 
it  is  abusioun  for  to  thjmke. 
to  greet  preciousnesse  of 
riositee  of  mynstralcie,  by 
n  is  stired  the  moore  to 
xurie.  If  so  be  that  he 
:  the  lasse  upon  oure  Lord 
rerteyn  it  is  a  synne  ;  and 
lei  ices  myghte  been  so  grete 
at  man  myghte  lightly  falle 
leedly  synne. 

es  that  sourden  of  pride, 
1  they  sourden  of  malice 
ised,  and  fomcast,  or  elles 
n  deedly  synnes,  it  is  no 

whan  they  sourden  by 
ysed  and  sodeynly  .with- 
1,  al  lieen  they  grevouse 
se  that  they  ne  been  nat 

myghte  men  axe  wher-of 
ardcth  and  spryngeth,  and 
yme  it  spryngeth  of  the 
ture,  and  somtyme  of  the 
tune,  and  somtyme  of  the 
ce.  Certes,  the  goodes  of 
n  outher  in  goodes  of  body 
of  soule.  Certes,  goodes 
heele  of  body,  as  strengthe, 
beautee,  gentrie,  franchise  ; 
ure  of  the  soule  been  gootl 
derstondynge,  subtil  engyn, 
I,  good  memorie ;  goodes 
en  rich  esse,  hyghe  degrees 
preisynges  of  the  peple ; 
r  grace  been  science,  power 
tueel  travaille,  benignitee, 
emplacioun,  withstondynge 
a,  and  semblable  thjmges  ; 
leyde  goodes,  certes,  it  is  a 
e  a  man  to  priden  hym  in 


any  of  hem  alle.  Now  as  for  to  speken 
of  goodes  of  nature ;  God  woot  that 
somtyme  we  han  hem  in  nature  as  muche 
to  oure  damage  as  to  oure  profit.  As 
for  to  speken  of  heele  of  body,  certes,  it 
passeth  ful  lightly,  and  eek  it  is  fill  ofte 
enchesoun  of  the  siknesse  of  oure  soule  ; 
for,  God  woot,  the  flessh  is  a  ful  greet 
enemy  to  the  soule,  and  therfore  the 
moore  that  the  body  is  hool  the  moore 
be  we  in  peril  to  falle.  Eke  for  to  pride 
hym  in  his  strengthe  of  body,  it  is  an 
heigh  folye,  for  certes,  the  flessh  coveiteth 
agayn  the  spirit,  and  ay  the  moore  strong 
that  the  flessh  is,  the  sorier  may  the 
soule  be,  [460]  and  over  al  this,  strengthe 
of  body  and  worldly  hardynesse  causeth 
ful  ofte  many  a  man  to  peril  and 
meschaunce.  Eek  for  to  pride  hym  of 
his  gentrie  is  ful  greet  folic,  for  ofte 
iymt  the  gentrie  of  the  body  binymeth 
the  gentrie  of  the  soule,  and  eek  we  ben 
alle  of  o  fader  and  of  o  mooder,  and  alle 
we  been  of  o  nature,  roten  and  corrupt, 
bolhe  riche  and  poure.  Forsothe  o 
manere  gentrie  is  for  to  preise — that 
apparailleth  mannes  corage  with  vertues 
and  moralitees  and  maketh  hym  Cristes 
child ;  for  truste  wel,  that  over  what 
man  that  synne  hath  maistrie  he  is  a 
verray  cherl  to  synne. 

Now  been  iher  generale  signes  of 
gentillesse,  as  eschewynge  of  vice  and 
ribaudye  and  servage  of  synne,  in  word, 
in  werk,  and  contenaunce,  [465]  and 
usynge  vertu,  curteisye,  and  clennesse, 
and  to  be  liberal,  that  is  to  seyn,  large 
by  mesure,  for  thilke  that  passeth 
mesure  is  folie  and  synne.  Another  is 
to  remembre  hym  of  bountee  that  he  of 
oother  folk  hath  receyved.  Another  is 
to  be  benigne  to  his  goode  subgetis, 
wherfore  seith  Senek,  *  Ther  is  no  thing 
moore  covenable  to  a  man  of  heigh  estaat, 
than  debonairetee  and  pitee ' ;  and  ther- 
fore thise  flyes  that  men  clepeth  bees, 
whan  they  maken  hir  kyng,  they  chesen 
oon  that  hath  no  prikke  wherwith  he 
may  stynge. 

Another  is,  a  man  to  have  a  noble 
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bote,  and  a  diligent  to  atlayne  to  licighe 
verluouM  thynges.  Now  cencs,  a  nisn 
Id  pride  hym  in  the  goodes  of  grace  is 
cck  an  oulrageous  rolic,  lor  tMIke  yiftc 
of  grace  that  sholde  have  turnetl  hym  to 
goodneue  and  to  medicine,  turneth  hym 
to  vctiym  and  to  confiuioun,  as  seith 
Seint  Grcgorie.  [470]  Ceries  also,  who- 
KtO  prideth  byn  in  the  goodei  of  rortune, 
Kite  is  a  Tul  ETcet  fool,  for  sonilyme  ia  a 
tnao  a  Greet  lord  by  the  morwe,  tlmt  is 
a  caytyf  and  a  wrecche  er  it  be  nyght  1 
and  samlyoie  the  richesse  of  a  man  is 
cause  of  his  delh  ;  sumlyme  the  delices 
of  a  man  is  cnuse  of  the  gicvous  maladyc 
Ihurgh  which  he  dyeth.  Cerles,  the 
commendacioun  of  the  peplc  is  somlyme 
ful  fals  and  ful  brotcl  for  to  tiisie, — this 
day  they  prcysc,  lomorwe  they  blimc  ; 
God  wool,  dcMl  to  have  commendacioun 
of  the  peple  hath  caused  dceth  to  many  a 


Rtmtdium  contra  peccatum  Siifiirbii 

[till  Now  siih  that  eo  U  that  yc  han 

uoderstonde  what  is  pride,  and  whiche 

been  the  speces  of  it,  and  whennes  pride 

KHiidelh   and   spryngelh,   now  shul   ye 

nndenlonde  which  is  the  lemcdie  agayns 

the  synne  of  pride  ;  and  thai  is  humylilee 

or  mekenesse,  that  is  a  vcrlu  thni|;h  which 

inianbalh  venayknowelecbcof  hyniself, 

indholdeih  ofhyinselfnopiisnedeyntee, 

It  in  regard  of  his  descries,  cuiisiderynge 

HTct  his  ficleiee. 

Now  been  ther  tlire  maneres  of  hurny. 

[  Utce;  as  humylilee  b  herle,  and  onolhcr 

Lbumylltee  in  his  moaih,  the  thriddc 

f  his  wetkei. 

The  humilitec  in    hcite   is  in   fni 

■umcres,      That  oon   is   whan   a   in 

I   boldclh  hymself  us  Doghl  worth  bif( 

I  God  of  hevcne.     Another  is,  whan 

I  dcspiselh  noon  oolher  man.  [4»i.] 
I  The  thridde  is  whan  he  rckkcth  nat 
^thongh  men  kolde   hym   noght   worth. 


idlhtiir 


iipan.    Cluuu 


The  ferthe  is  whan  he  nys  nai  jotj 

humiliacioun. 

Also  the  humilitec  of  mouth  : 
foure  thyngcs ;  in  ntlemprre  spethc 
in  humbleise  of  spechc  ;  nod  wh,-. 
Uknoweth  with  his  owcne  idouI)^  : 
he  is  swich  as  hym  thynketh  thai  h>  ■■ 
bis  hcile ;  another  is  whan  he  pr.-. 
the  bounlec  of  another  man  an 
thyng  therof  amcnuscth. 

Humilitee  eek  in  wetkcs  is  in  1 
maneres;  the  lirsle  is  whan  he  ['■'■ 
olherc  men  bifom  hym  ;  the  seton 
to  chese  ihe  low-esle  place  over  a!  . 
thridde  is  gladly  to  assenlc  lu  _ 
conseil ;  the  fcrlbe  is  to  stonde  %\ 
to  the  award  of  his  sovereyns,  oriol  - 
that  is  In  hyer  d<^;ree.  CciUnn  tl 
a  greet  werk  of  humylilee. 

Stquiltir  Jt  /ni-iiiia 

After  pride  wol  I  speketi  of  the  fouk 
synne  of  envye,  whieh  is,  as  by  (be  ""'^ 
of    the    philosophre,    soiwe   of  <■'< 
manncs  pro^xiitee  ;  and  after  iht  ■■ 
of  Seint  Augnslyn,  it  is  sorwe  rA  ;•  : 
minnes  wele  and  joye  of  olhete  ini-i: 
harm.     [485]  This  s/nnc  is  plally  ugayT^ 
the   Hooly   (ioost.     Al    be   it   to  tlul 
every  synne  is  agayns  the  tlooly  GoihI, 
yet   nalhelees   for-as-muchc   as   boiinlet 
apcrleneth  proprely  to  llie  Hooly  GoQ«, 
and   envye   comlh   proprely  uf  miliet, 
thcrfoTc  it  is  proprely  agayn  the  bountcc 
of  the  Hooly  GoosL 

Now  hath  mahce  two  speces,  that  is  v> 
seyn,  hatdnesse  of  herte  in  wikktrtiii- 
ot  elles  the  llessh  of  man  is  si>  biyni 
he  consideieth  luU  that  he  is  in  --. 
ur  rckketh  nat  that  he  u  in  syna<.'.  »' 
is  the  bardneue  of  the  dcvel. 

That  oolher  speoe  of  malice  is  «rti*n  a 
man  werreyetli  troatlie,  whan  be  wool 
thai  it  is  Iroulhe,  aitd  e«k  whan  he  <*«l- 
reyelh  the  grace  iJuil  God  hatb  yew  U 
bill  ncighebore ;  and  al  this  is  liy  (nnjc:. 
Certcs  ihanne  li  envye  Ihe  wotMe  •ytiM 
that  is :  far  soothly  alle  othete  a 
been  somly  meoonly  ngty  ns  o  q) 


gty  ns  o  qiedaLM^^ 
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but  certcs,  envye  is  agayns  alle  vertues, 
and  agayns  alle  goodnesses,  for  it  is  sory  of 
alle  the  bountees  of  his  neighebore ;  and 
in  this  inanere  it  is  divers  from  alle  othcre 
S3rnnes ;  [490]  for  wel  unnethe  is  ther  any 
synne  that  it  ne  hath  som  delit  in  itself, 
save  oonly  envye,  that  ever  hath  in  itself 
angwissh  and  sorwe. 

The  speces  of  envye  been  thise  ;  ther 
is  first,  sorwe  of  oother  mannes  good- 
nesse  and  of  his  prosperitee ;  and  pros- 
peritee  is  kyndely  matere  of  joye ;  thanne 
b  envye  a  synne  agayns  kynde.  The 
seconde  ^pece  of  envye  is  joye  of  oother 
mannes  harm ;  and  that  is  proprely  lyk 
to  the  devel,  that  ever  rejoyseth  hym  of 
mannes  harm. 

Of  thise  two  speces  comth  bakbityng, 
and  this  synne  of  bakbityng,  or  detraccion, 
hath  certeine  speces,  as  thus ;  som  man 
preiseth  his  neighebore  by  a  wikke 
entente,  for  he  maketh  alwey  a  wikked 
knotte  atte  laste  ende,  alwey  he  maketh 
a  'but*  atte  laste  ende, — that  is  digne 
of  moore  blame  than  worth  is  al  the 
preisynge.  [495]  The  seconde  spece  is 
that  if  a  man  be  good,  and  dooth  or  seith 
a  thing  to  good  entente,  the  bakbiter  wol 
tnme  all  thilke  goodnesse  up-so-doun,  to 
his  shrewed  entente.  The  thridde  is  to 
amenuse  the  bountee  of  his  neighebore. 
The  fourthe  spece  of  bakbityng  is  this, 
that  if  men  speke  goodnesse  of  a  man, 
thanne  wol  the  bakbiter  seyn,  *  Pardee  ! 
swich  a  man  is  yet  bet  than  he,'  in  dis- 
preisynge  of  hym  that  men  preise. 

The  fifte  spece  is  this,  for  to  consente 
gladly  and  herkne  gladly  to  the  harm 
that  men  speke  of  oother  folk  ;  this  synne 
is  ful  greet  and  ay  encreeseth  after  the 
wikked  entente  of  the  bakbiter. 

After  baklntyng  cometh  grucchyng  or 
marmuracioun,  and  somtyme  it  spryngeth 
of  inpadence  agayns  God,  and  somtyme 
agayns  man. 

[500]  Agayns  God  it  is  whan  a  man 
gruccheth  agayn  the  peynes  of  helle,  or 
agayns  povette,  or  loss  of  catel,  agayn 
reyn  or  tempest,  or  dies  gruccheth  that 
ihrewei  ban  prosperitee,  or  elles  for  that 


goode  men  han  adversitee  ;  and  alle  thise 
thynges  sholde  men  suffre  paciently,  for 
they  comen  by  the  rightfal  juggement 
and  ordinance  of  God.  Somtyme  comth 
grucching  of  avarice,  as  Judas  grucched 
agayns  the  Magdaleyne,  whan  sheenoynte 
the  heved  of  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist  with 
hir  precious  oynemcnt.  This  maner 
uiurmure  is  swich  as  whan  man  gruccheth 
of  goodnesse  that  hymself  dooth,  or  that 
oother  folk  doon  of  hir  owene  catcl. 

Somtyme  comth  murmure  of  pride,  as 
whan  Simon  the  Pharisee  grucched  agayn 
the  Magdaleyne,  whan  she  approched 
to  Jhesu  Crist  and  weepe  at  his  feet  for 
hiresynnes.  [505]  And  somtyme  grucchyng 
sourdcth  of  envye,  whan  men  disco vereth 
a  mannes  harm  that  was  pr)'vee,  or  bercth 
hym  on  bond  thyng  that  is  fals. 

Murmure  eek  is  ofte  amonges  servantz, 
that  grucchen  whan  hir  sovereyns  bidden 
hem  doon  leveful  thynges ;  and,  for-as- 
muche  as  they  dar  nat  openly  withseye 
the  comaundementz  of  hir  sovereyns,  yet 
wol  they  seyn  harm,  and  grucche  and 
murmure  prively,for  verraydespit,  wliiche 
wordes  men  clepen  *thc  devcles  Paitr 
ficstery  though  so  be  that  the  devel  ne 
hadde  never  Pater  nostcr^  but  that  lewcd 
folk  yevcn  it  swich  a  name.  Somtyme 
grucchyng  comth  of  ire,  or  privc  hate 
that  norisscth  rancour  in  hcrtc,  as  after- 
ward I  shal  declare.  [510]  Thanne 
cometh  eek  bittemesse  of  hcrte,  thurgh 
which  bittemesse  every  good  dede  of  his 
ncighebor  scmeth  to  hym  bitter  and  un- 
savory. Thanne  cometh  discord  that 
unbyndeth  alle  manere  of  freendshipe. 
Thanne  comth  scomyngc  of  his  ncighebor, 
al  do  he  never  so  weel.  Thanne  comth 
accusynge,  as  whan  man  sekcth  occasioun 
to  anoyen  his  ncighebor,  which  that  is 
lyk  to  the  craft  of  the  devel,  that  waiteth 
bothe  nyght  and  day  to  accuscn  us  alle. 
Thanne  comth  malignitee,  thurgh  which 
a  man  anoyeth  his  ncighebor  prively,  if 
he  may  ;  and  if  he  noght  may,  algate  his 
wikked  wil  ne  shal  nat  wante,  as  for  to 


505.  witkuytx  contradict ',  H  wtthstotide. 
505.  /oik  .  .  .  Hame^  \l  men  calU  it  so. 
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brcnnen  his  hous  pryvely,  or  cmpoysone 
or  sleen  his  bccstes,  and  scmblable 
thynges. 

[515]  Rcmedium  contra  pcccatum  Invidie 

Now  wol  I  speke  of  the  remedie  ngayns 
this  funic  synne  of  envye.  First  is 
the  lovynge  of  God  pnnci}>aly  and 
lovyng  of  his  neighebor  as  hymself,  for 
soothly  that  oon  ne  may  nat  been  with- 
oute  thai  oothcr.  And  tniste  wel,  that 
in  the  name  of  thy  neighelx>rc  thou  shalt 
underslonde  the  name  of  thy  brother  ; 
for  ccrtes  alle  we  have  o  fader  flesshly, 
and  o  nioodcr,  tliat  is  to  seyn,  Adam  and 
Eve ;  and  cck  o  Fader  espiritueel,  and 
that  is  God  of  hevene.  Thy  neighebore 
arlow  holden  for  to  love  and  wilne  hym 
alle  goodncsse,  and  therfore  soith  God. 
*  Love  thy  neighebore  as  thj'selve  ' ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  to  salvacioun  of  lyf  and 
of  soule.  And  moore-over  thou  shall 
love  hym  in  word,  and  in  l>cnigne 
amoncstynge  and  chasiisynge,  and  con- 
fortcn  hym  in  his  anoyes,  and  preye  for 
hym  wiih  al  thyn  hcrte.  And  in  dede 
thou  shalt  love  hym  in  swich  wise  that 
thou  shalt  doon  to  hym  in  charitee  as 
thou  woldest  that  it  were  doon  to  thyn 
owene  persone  ;  [520]  and  therfore  thou 
ne  shalt  doon  hym  no  damage  in  wikked 
word,  ne  harm  in  his  body,  ne  in  his 
catel,  ne  in  his  soule  by  entissj'ng  of 
wikked  cn>ample  ;  thou  shalt  nat  desiren 
his  wyf,  ne  none  of  his  thynges.  Under- 
sloond  cck,  that  in  the  name  of-neighebor 
is  r»miprehended  his  enemy.  Certcs 
man  shal  lovcn  his  enemy  by  the  com- 
andcmcnt  of  (Jod,  and  soothly,  thyfrcend 
shallow  love  in  God.  1  seye,  thyn 
enemy  shallow  love  for  Go<ldes  sake  by 
his  comandcment ;  for  if  it  were  reson 
that  a  man  sholde  haten  his  enemy,  for- 
sothc  God  nolde  nat  receyven  us  to  his 
love,  that  been  his  enemys. 

A^ayns  thre  manere  of  wrongcs  that 
his  enemy  doolh  to  hym  he  shal  doon 
thre  thynges,  as  thus :  [525]  agayns  hate 
and  rancour  of  hertc,  he  shal  love  h)rm 
in  herle ;  agayns  chidyng  and  wikkede 


wordes,  he  shal  preye  for  his  enemy; 
and  agayn  wikked  dede  of  his  enemy, 
he  shal  doon  hym  bountee ;  for  Crist  seith, 
*  Ix)veth  youre  enemys,  and  preyeth  for 
hem  that  speke  yow  harm,  and  eek  fcr 
hem  that  yow  chacen  and  pursewen,  ind  | 
dooth  bountee  to  hem  that  yow  haten." 
Ix>o,  thus  comaundeth  us  oure  Lord  I 
Jhesu  Crist  to  do  to  oure  enemys,  for 
soothly  nature  dryveth  us  to  loven  oure 
freendes,  and  parfey^  oure  enemys  hao 
moore  nede  to  love  than  oure  freendes; 
and  they  that  moore  nede  have,  ceites, 
to  hem  shal  men  doon  goodnesse;  and 
certes,  in  thilke  dede  have  we  remem- 
brance of  the  love  of  Jhesu  Crist  that 
deyde  for  his  enemys.  And,  in  u 
muche  as  thilke  love  is  the  mooie 
grevous  to  perfoume,  in  so  muche  is  the 
moore  gretter  the  merite,  and  theHoR 
the  lovynge  of  oure  enemy  hath  con- 
founded the  venym  of  the  devel;  [539] 
for,  right  as  the  devel  is  disconfited  by 
humylitee,  right  so  is  he  wounded  to  tbe 
deeth  by  love  of  oure  enemy.  Certes 
thanne  is  love  the  medicine  that  castcth 
out  the  venym  of  en\7e  fro  mannes  hertc. 
The  speces  of  this  paas  shullen  be  moore 
largely  in  hir  chapitres  folwynge  declared. 

Sequitur  de  Ira 

After  enNye  wol  I  discryven  the  s)'nne 
of  ire ;  for  soothly  whoso  hath  envye 
upon  his  neighebor  anon  he  wole  corouiJy 
fynde  h3mi  a  matere  of  wratthe  in  word, 
or  in  dede,  agayns  hym  to  whom  he  hath 
envye.  And  as  wel  conith  ire  of  pride 
as  of  env}'e,  for  soothly  he  that  is  proude 
or  cnvyous  is  lightly  wrooth. 

[535]  This  synne  of  ire,  after  the  dis- 
cry^-yng  of  Scint  Augustyn,  is  wikked 
wil  to  l>cen  avenged  hy  word  or  by  dede. 
Ire,  after  the  philosophre,  is  the  fervent 
blood  of  man  y-quyked  in  his  herte, 
thurgh  which  he  wole  harm  to  hym  that 
he  hatcth.  For  certes,  the  herte  of  man, 
by  cschawfynge  and  moevynge  of  his 
blood,  wexeth  so  trouble  that  he  is  out 
of  alle  juggement  of  resonn. 
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But  ye  shal  iinderstonde  that  ire  is  in 
wo  maneres ;  that  oon  of  hem  is  good 
ind  that  oother  is  wikked.  The  goodc 
re  is  by  jalousie  of  goodnesse,  thurgh 
vhich  a  man  is  wrooth  with  wikkednesse, 
ind  agayns  wikkednesse ;  and  therfore 
;eith  a  wys  man,  that  ire  is  bet  than 
>ley.  [540]  This  ire  iswithdebonairetec, 
ind  it  is  wrooth  withouten  bittemesse, 
lat  wrooth  agayns  the  man,  but  wrooth 
irith  the  mysdede  of  the  man,  as  seith 
he  prophete  David,  Irascimini^  ei  nolite 
beccare. 

Now  understondeth  that  wikked  ire  Ls 
n  two  maneres,  that  is  to  seyn,  sodeyn 
xe,  or  hastif  ire  withouten  avisement 
ind  consentjmge  of  resoun.  The  menyng 
ind  the  sens  of  this  is,  that  the  resoun  of 
nan  ne  consente  nat  to  thilkc  sodeyn  ire ; 
uid  thanne  it  is  venial.  Another  ire  is 
!ul  wikked,  that  comth  of  felonic  of  hcrte, 
ivysed  and  cast  bifom  with  wikked  wil 
to  do  vengeance,  and  therto  his  resoun 
:onsenteth ;  and  soothly  this  is  deedly 
synne.  This  ire  is  so  displesant  to  God 
that  it  troubleth  his  hous  and  chaceth 
the  Hooly  Goost  out  of  mannes  soule, 
and  wasteth  and  destroyeth  the  liknesse 
of  God,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  vertu  that  is 
in  mannes  soule,  [545]  and  put  in  hym 
the  liknessa^  of  the  devel,  and  bynymeth 
the  man  fro  God  that  is  his  rightful  lord. 
This  ire  is  a  ful  greet  plesaunce  to  the 
devel,  for  it  is  the  develes  foumeys  that 
is  eschawfed  with  the  fir  of  helle.  For 
certes,  right  so  as  fir  is  moore  mighty  to 
destroyen  erthely  thynges  than  any 
oother  element,  right  so  ire  is  myghty  to 
destroyen  alle  spiritueel  thynges. 

Locke  how  that  fir  of  smale  gleedes, 
that  been  almoost  dede  under  asshen, 
vrollen  quike  agayn  whan  they  been 
touched  with  brymstoon.  Right  so  ire 
wol  evermo  quyken  agayn  whan  it  is 
touched  by  the  pride  that  is  covered  in 
mannes  herte ;  for  certes,  fir  ne  may  nat 
M)meo  out  of  no  thyng,  but  if  it  were 
first  in  the  same  thyng  natureelly,  as  fir 
is  drawen  cot  of  fljmtes  with  steel.  [550] 
\nd,    right   so  as    pride   is   ofte   tymc 


matere  of  ire,  right  so  is  rancour  noricc 
and  keper  of  ire.  Ther  is  a  maner  tree, 
as  seith  Seint  Ysidre,  that  whan  men 
maken  fire  of  thilke  tree  and  cove  re  the 
coles  of  it  with  asshen,  soothly  the  fir  of 
it  wol  lasten  al  a  yeer  or  moorc,  and 
right  so  farcth  it  of  rancour  ;  whan  it  is 
ones  conceyved  in  the  hertes  of  som  men, 
certein  it  wol  lasten  pera venture  from 
oon  Estre  day  unto  another  Estre  day 
and  moore  ;  but  certes,  thilke  man  is 
ful  fer  fro  the  mercy  of  God  in  thilke 
while. 

In  this  forseyde  develes  fourneys  ther 
forgen  thre  shrewes :  Pride,  that  ay 
bloweth  and  encreesseth  the  fir  by 
chidynge  and  wikked  wordes ;  [555] 
thanne  stant  Envye,  and  holdcth  the 
hootc  iren  upon  the  herte  of  man  with  a 
peire  of  longe  toonges  of  long  rancour  ; 
and  thanne  stant  the  synne  of  Contumelie 
or  strif  and  cheeste,  and  batereth  and 
forgeth  by  vileyns  reprevynges.  Certes, 
this  cursed  synne 'anoyeth  bothe  to  the 
man  hymself  and  cek  to  his  neighebore. 
For  soothly,  almoost  al  the  harm  that  any 
man  dooth  to  his  neighebore  comth  of 
wratthe  ;  for  certes,  outrageous  wratthe 
dooth  al  that  ever  the  devel  hym 
comaundcth  :  for  he  ne  spareth  neither 
Crist,  ne  his  sweete  mooder.  And  in 
his  outrageous  anger  and  ire,  alias ! 
alias  !  ful  many  oon  at  that  tyme  feelcth 
in  his  herte  ful  wikkedly  both  of  Crist 
and  of  alle  his  halwes. 

[560]  Is  nat  this  a  cursed  vice?  Yis, 
certes.  Alias  I  it  bynymeth  from  man 
his  wit  and  his  resoun  and  al  his 
debonaire  lif  espiritUeel,  that  sholde 
kepcn  his  soule. 

Certes  it  bynymeth  eek  Goddes  due 
lordshipe,  and  that  is  mannes  soule  and 
the  love  of  his  neighebores.  It  stryveth 
eek  alday  agayn  trouthe.  It  rcveth  hym 
the  quiete  of  his  herte  and  subverteth 
his  soule. 

Of  ire  comen  thise  stynkynge  en- 
gendrures ;  first,  hate,  that  is  oold 
wratthe  ;  discord,  thurgh  which  a  man 
forsaketh   his  olde  freend  that  he  hath 
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lovedi:  ful   longe ;    and  Ihanne   comelh 
very  mancre  of  wrone  thai 
dooth  to  his  neigheboie  Id  body,  ui 
catel.     Of  Ihis  cursed  synnc  of  ire 
letb   eek   mnnslaughtre,   and  under- 
ide  wgI  that  homycide,  that  is  man* 
:,    U    in    diverse    wise.      Sooi 
uf  homycide  is  spiriluee],  and 

[s6s]  Spiritucel  manslunghlre  is  in  sine 
"ist,  by  hate,  as  Seint  John 
■eithT  '  He  Ihal  hatelh  his  brother  is 
homydde.'  Homycide  is  eek  by  bak- 
biCynge ;  of  whiche  baklnteres  scith 
SaloDion,  that  they  han  two  swerdea 
with  whiche  they  sleen  hire  neighebores  i 
foi  soolhly  as  wikke  is  to  bynyme  his 
good  name,  as  his  lyf  Homycide  h 
eek  in  yevynge  of  wikked  consoil  by 
ftaude,  as  for  to  yeven  conieii  to  areysen 
wrongful  cuslumes  and  tail  [ages,  of 
whiche  seith  Salomon  :  '  Leoun  rorynge 
and  bcre  hongry  been  like  lo  the  crueel 
lordshipcs  in  withholdynge  or  abrcggyoge 
of  theshcpe  {or  the  hyre),  or  of  the  wages 
of  servaunti,  or  dies  in  usuies  or  in  wilh- 
drawyngc  of  the  almesse  of  poure  folk.' 
For  which  the  wise  man  seith,  '  Fedelh 
hym  that  AlmoosI  dyelh  for  honger';  for 
MOlhly,  but  if  Ihow  fecde  hym,  Iliou 
xleesl  hym.  And  al!c  tbise  lieen  deedly 
synnes.  [jjo]  Bodily  mnnslaughtre  is 
whan  Ihow  sleest  him  with  Ihy  longe  in 
oolher  msnere,  as  whan  thou  comandesl 
to  sicen  a  man,  or  eilcs  yevesi  hym 
conaeil  to  sleen  a  man. 

Manslaughtre  in  dede  is  in  foure 
tnaneres.  That  oon  Is  by  Uwe,  right  as 
a  justice  dampneth  hym  that  is  coupable 
lo  ihe  deelh ;  but  lat  Ihc  justice  be  war 
that  he  do  it  rightfully,  and  that  he  do 
it  nat  for  deiil  lo  ipille  blooil,  but  for 
.fapyngc  of  right wiscnesse.  Another 
hKnydde  is  that  is  doon  for  necessitcc, 
■i  wbui  o  man  sleelh  another  In  his 
defendaanl,  and  that  he  ne  may  noon 
ootherwise  escape  from  his  owcne  declh  ; 
bnl  cetlcinly,  if  be  may  escape  withoutcn 
manslaughtre  of  his  mlvcisaric  and  sIcFth 
hym,  he  dooth  synnc.  and  he  shnl  i>crc 


penance  as  for  deedly  synne.  t-c- 
man,  by  caas  oi  aventure,  shete  mi  ■ 
or  caste  a  sloon,  with  which  he  ^1'.  ' 
man,  he  is  homycide.  [;js]  Etk 
womman  by  necligence  ovcrlyc'i 
child  in  hii  slepyng,  it  is  homycii'. 
deedly  synne.  Eek  whaa  m^i! 
lourbeth  concepcioun  of  a  chil'i. 
maketh  a  womman  onlher  barein 
drynkyngc  veneraouse  herbea 
which  she  may  nat  coBceyve,  oi  . 
a  child  by  drynkes,  or  ellcs  P' 
cerleinc  material  thyngcs  in  hire  .. 
places  to  slee  the  diUd,  or  ellcs 
nnkyndely  synne  by  which  mi:. 
womman  shedelh  hire  nature,  in  tr.: 
or  in  place  ihei  as  a  child  may  n  ' 
conceived,  or  elles  if  a  warnan  hai< 
ceyved  and  hurt  biiselfe,  and  slr<>' 
child,  yet  it  ia  homycide.  Whai  ■ 
we  eek  of  wommen  that  mantic:- 
children  for  drede  of  worldly  -.1.. 
Ccrtes,  an  horrible  homicide  1  I1(ji:i 
is  eek  if  a  man  approchclh  lo  i  w>jr: 
by  deair  of  lecherie,  thorgh  whii:' 
child  is  perissed,  or  elles  soi))'. : 
womman  wityngly,  Ihui^h  whicl- 
leseth  hir  diild.  Alle  Ihisc 
homycides  and  horrible  deed);  sjnr" 

[sH  Yet  comen  Ihcr  of  ire  miU) 
synncs,  as  wcl  in  word,  as  iitihug! 
in  dede,  as  he  that  airrlteth  upon  ^■^ 
OI  hlamclh  God  of  thyng  of  which  >m 
is  hymself  gilty,  or  despiselh  Uod,  ami 
alle   his   halves,  aa  dono  thise  cnncdt 
hasaidoui?   in   diverse   contrees.      Thb 
cursed  synne  doon  they  whan  they  ((tto 
in  hit  hettea  ful  wlkkedly  of  God  »nd  oi 
his  halwes ;    also  whan  ihcy  Uctcu  <»<- 
reverently  the  sacrament  of  Ilie  aula,— 
thilke  synne  is  so  greel  that  unnelhe  ml) 
it  been  releessed,  but  thai  the  mocy  <* 
Godpasseth  allcbbweriics,ilbs(igten, 
and  he  lo  benigoe. 

Thanne  comlh  of  ire  aiiry  angRf 
whan  n  m:in  is  shatpely  amoncsWd  JB 
his  shrifle  lo  forlelen  his  synne.  ihanne 
wole  he  he  uigrj  and  siisvrTTcii  hoknty 
and  angrily,  and  dclIi:ndon  or  caMM 
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his  synne  by  unstedefastnesse  of  his 
flessh ;  or  elles  he  dide  it  for  to  holde 
oompaignye  with  his  felawes ;  or  ellcs 
he  seith,  the  fend  enticed  hym  ;  [585]  or 
elles  he  dide  it  for  his  youthe  ;  or  elles  his 
Gompleccioun  is  so  corageous  that  he 
may  nat  forbere ;  or  elles  it  is  his  destinee, 
as  he  seith,  unto  a  certain  age  ;  or  elles, 
he  sdth,  it  cometh  hym  of  gentillesse  of 
his  auncestres  ;  and  semblable  thynges. 
Alle  this  manere  of  folk  so  wrappen  hem 
in  hir  synnes  that  they  ne  wol  nat 
delivere  hemself;  for  soothly  no  wight 
that  excuseth  h3rm  wilfully  of  his  synne 
may  nat  been  delivered  of  his  synne,  til 
that  he  mekely  biknoweth  his  synne. 

After  this  thanne  cometh  sweryng,  that 
is  expres  agayn  the  comandement  of  God  ; 
and  this  bifalleth  ofte  of  anger  and  of 
ire.  God  seith,  *Thow  shalt  nat  take 
the  name  of  thy  Lord  God  in  veyn,*  or 
in  ydel.  Also  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist 
seitb,  by  the  word  of  Seint  Mathew, 
'  Ne  wol  ye  nat  swere  in  alle  manere ; 
neither  by  hevene,  for  it  is  Goddes  trone  ; 
ne  by  erthe,  for  it  is  the  bench  of  his 
feet ;  ne  by  Jerusalem,  for  it  is  the  citcet 
of  a  greet  kyng ;  ne  by  thyn  heed,  for 
thou  mayst  nat  make  an  heer  whit  ne 
blak ;  [590]  but  scyeth  by  you  re  word, 
"ye,  ye,"  and  **nay,  nay";  and  what 
that  is  moore  it  is  of  yvel,'  seith  Crist. 
For  Cristes  sake,  ne  swereth  nat  so 
syn fully,  in  dismembrynge  of  Crist  by 
soale,  herte,  bones,  and  body  ;  for  certes 
it  semeth  that  ye  thynke  that  the  cursede 
Jewes  ne  dismembred  nat  ynough  the 
predouse  persone  of  Crist,  but  ye  dis- 
membre  hym  moore.  And  if  so  be 
that  the  lawe  compelle  yow  to  swere, 
thanne  rule  yow  after  the  lawe  of  God 
in  youre  sweryng,  as  seith  Jeremye,  4*  c**. 
Thou  shalt  kepe  thre  condicions  ;  *  thou 
shalt  swere  in  trouthe,  in  doom,  and  in 
right wisnessc  * ;  this  is  to  seyn,  thou 
shalt  swere  sooth ;  for  every  lesynge  is 
agayns  Crist,  for  Crist  is  verray  trouthe. 


$90.  dumtmhryngt^  i,e.  the  swearing  by 
Chrii^'s  dificrtnt  memben ;  cp^  Part/omtt's  TaU^ 
II.  474,  475- 


And  thynk  wel  this,  that  every  greet 
swerere,  nat  compelled  lawefully  to  swere, 
the  wounde  shal  nat  departe  from  his 
hous  whil  he  useth  swich  unleveful 
sweryng.  Thou  shalt  sweren  eek  in 
doom,  whan  thou  art  constreyned  by  thy 
domesman  to  witnessen  the  trouthe. 
[595]  Eek  thow  shalt  nat  swere  for  envye, 
ne  for  favour,  ne  for  meede,  but  for 
right wisnesse,  and  for  declaracioun  of  it, 
to  the  worshipe  of  God,  and  helpyng  of 
thyne  evene  Cristene.  And  therfore, 
every  man  that  taketh  Goddes  name  in 
ydel,  or  falsly  swereth  with  his  mouth, 
or  elles  taketh  on  hym  the  name  of  Crist, 
to  be  called  a  Cristene  man,  and  lyveth 
agayns  Cristes  lyvynge  and  his  techynge, 
alle  they  taken  Goddes  name  in  ydel. 

Looke  eek,  what  Seint  Peter  seith, 
Actuum  4**,  Non  est  aliud  nomcn  sub  celoy 
etc.:  *Ther  nys  noon  oother  name,* 
seith  Seint  Peter,  *  under  hevene  yeven 
to  men,  in  which  they  mowe  be  saved  ' ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  but  the  name  of  Jhesu 
Crist.  Take  kepe  eek  how  that  the 
name  of  Crist  so  precious  is,  as  seith  Seint 
Paul  ad  Philipenses  2°,  In  nomine  J hesu^ 
etc.  :  that  *  in  the  name  of  Jhesu  every 
knee  of  hevenely  creatures,  or  erthely, 
or  of  helle,  sholden  bowe  * ;  for  it  is  so 
heigh  and  so  worshipful  that  the  cursede 
feend  in  helle  sholde  tremblen  to  heeren 
it  y-nempned.  Thanne  semeth  it  that 
men  that  sweren  so  horriblely  by  his 
blessed  name,  that  they  despise  hym 
moore  booldely  than  dide  the  cursede 
Jewes,  or  elles  the  devel,  that  trembleth 
whan  he  heereth  his  name. 

[600]  Now  certes,  sith  that  sweryng, 
but  if  it  be  lawefully  doon,  is  so  heighly 
deffended,  muche  worse  is  forsweryng 
falsly,  and  yet  nedelees. 

What  seye  we  eek  of  hem  that  deliten 
hem  in  sweryng  and  holden  it  a  gentrie 
or  a  manly  dede  to  swere  grete  olhes? 
And  what  of  hem  that  of  verray  usage 
ne  cesse  nat  to  swere  grete  othes,  al  be 
the  cause  nat  worth  a  straw?  Certes, 
it  is  horrible  synne.  Swerynge  sodcynly, 
withoute   avysement,    is    eek    a    synne. 
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But  l>t  us  go  now  to  thilkc  hombI« 
swetyng  al  ndjutadoun  and  coajuracioun, 

doon  thiie  false  enehauiilours  or  nigro- 
bocyns  Ail  o(  walci,  or  in 

blight  aweid,  in  a  cercle,  or  ui  a  lit, 

'd  a  shulder-boon  of  a  she epe  I  I  kan 
seyc  but  thit  they  doon  cursedly  and 
damnablely  agayos  Ctibl,  and  al  the  fellh 
of  hcmty  Chirche. 

[6oi]  WhalseyewcofhemthttthileeveQ 
in  divynailei,  as  by  flight  or  by  noyse 
of  briddes,  or  of  beeslcs,  or  by  sort,  \>y 
geouiancie,  iiy  dremes,  by  chirkynge  of 
dotes,  or  crakyngc  of  bouses,  bygaawynge 
of  rallcs.  and  swjch  manere  wrecched- 
neise  ?  Cetlcs,  al  this  Ihyng  is  defended 
by  Godi  and  by  al  hoaly  Chirche ;  lor 
whicK  they  been  acuned  til  they  come 
to  amendement,  thai  on  swicb  lilthe  setten 
hire  bileeve.  Charmes  for  woundes  or 
maladie  of  ineti,  orof  beestcs,  if  iheytaken 
any  effect,  it  may  be  peraventure  that  God 

sufTrelh  it,  foifolksholdenyeTelhemooie 
leith  and  i 

Now  wnl  I  speken  of  lesynges,  which 
_  lerally  is  fals  signyficaciouo  of  word, 
ttt  entente  to  deccyven  his  cvcnc  Crbteac. 
lesynge  is,  of  which  Ihcr  corath 
avuntnge  to  no  wight  i 
ICRjrngc  turneth  to  ihe  eie  and  profit  of 
S  man,  and  to  ditete  and  damage  of  an 
other  man.  [ftio]  Another  lesyiige  is  !<i 
to  saven  his  lyf  oi  his  catel.  Anoihe 
lesynge  comth  uf  delit  for  to  lye,  in  which 
delit  they  wol  forge  a  long  tale  and 
peynten  it  with  allc  ctKi 
al  the  ground  of  Ihe  tale  is  fals.  Som 
leiynge  mmth  Tot  he  wole  sustene  his 
word  ;  and  loni  lesynge  com  I  h  of  recche- 
leesnesse  wiihouten  avisemcnt :  and  seni' 
blable  thyngrs. 

Lat  us  now  louche  the  viceof  flaterynKc, 
which  nc  comth  nat  gloilly.  but  for  drcdc, 
M  tat  caveiiise.  Platerye  is  generally 
wrongful  preisynge.  FhieretM  been  Ihe 
dcveles  norices,  that  noilssen  his  chil 
dlea  with  milk  of  lusengerie,  Forsatlie 
fialomon  s^th  ihai  flalerie  is  wors  than 
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humble,  fat  he  dtedelh  delraccion 
certes,  Haterye,  that  mekclh  a  rr:- 
enhauncen  his  herte  and  hii  conlen.i' 
[Ors!  Flatereresbecnlhedevcl«eiicti> 
□urs,  for  ihey  make  a  man  to  *>.' 
hymself  be  lyk  thai  he  nys  nat  lyk  -.  ' 
been  lyk  to  Judas,  that  bitrayici!  ' 
and  thisc  flateteres  bilrnyscii]  a  m  .. 
sellen  hym  to  his  enemy,  thai  is  r 
devel.  Flatereres  been  Ihe  develesc:. 
leyns  that  syngen  ever  /Vaiite.  1  n  ■ 
flalerie  in  the  vices  of  jtc,  fnt  ode  ' 
if  o  man  l>e  wrooth  with  another,  i'-.--' 
wole  be  flatere  som  wight  la  suitend  ' 
in  his  qitcrcle. 

Speke  we  now  of  swich  cursjTL.- 
comth  of  irous  berle.  Maltwun  grp- 
may  be  seyd  every  maner  power  or  li 
Swich  corsynge  bireveth  man  ii  ■ 
i^^e  of  God,  as  seilh  Seini  Paut.  . 
And  ofte  lyinc  swich  cursyngc  winuL 
rclomclh  agayn  lo  hym  (hut  cur^ 
a  bryd  ihni  iclotnirth  agiiyn  to  hii  r---. 
nest.  And  over  allc  thyng  men  .-, 
eschewetocuriien  hire  children,  and', 
to  the  devel  hire  engeniliare.  as  f" 
ai  in  hem  is ;  certes  it  is  greet  pf> 
greet  aynne. 

Lat  us  Ihanne  spckcn  nf  chidyni;' 
rcprochc,  whlchc  lieen  ful  greie  »<>... 
in  manncs  hcrtc,  for  Ihey  unsotn'. 
semes  of  frecndshipe  in  manno  !■ 
P'ur  cerles,  unneihes  may  a  man  pi 
been  accorded  with  hym  that  baiU 
opienly   rcvyled   and    rcpreved    in 
clauodre.      Tliia  is  a  ful  grisly  synr. . 
Crist  seith  in  the  gospel.      And  taak  )iepi 
now.  that  he  that  reprcveth  his  ndgbftbn. 
oulher  he  reprcveth  hym  by  aom  harm  oI 
peync  that   he   hath   on   hb  body,  as, 
■meseir  'croked   hnrloll'   or   by  ii««a 
synne  that  he  doolh.     [6*;]  Now  if  he 
repri've  hym  by  barm  of  peynt,  thjane 
lumelh  the  repKve  to  Jhcsu  OisI,  ta 
;icyne  is  sent  by  Ihe  rightwyi  sonde  of 
God,  and  by  his  sut&anee,  Ik  It  mcMlrie, 
or  mayme,  or  maUdie.    Andlfhervpieve 
hym    uncharitably   of   lynne,   ma   '|bM 
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dronkclcwe  harlot  !  *  and  so  forth,  thanne 
aperteneth  that  to  the  rejoysynge  of  the 
devel,  that  ever  hath  joye  that  men 
doon  synne. 

And  certes  chidynge  may  nat  come 
but  out  of  a  vilcyns  hcrte,  for  after  the 
habundance  of  the  herte  speketh  the 
mouth  ful  ofte.  And  ye  shul  under- 
stonde  that  Looke  by  any  wey  whan 
any  man  shal  chastise  another,  that  he 
be  war  from  chidynge  and  reprevynge; 
lor  trewely,  but  he  l>e  war,  he  may  fill 
lightly  quykcn  the  fir  of  angre,  and  uf 
wratthe,  which  that  he  sholde  quenche, 
and  peravcnture  sleeth  hym  which  that 
be  myght  chastise  with  benignitee.  For 
as  seith  Salomon,  *The  amyable  tonge 
is  the  tree  of  lyf ' ;  that  is  to  seyn,  of 
]yf  espiritueel,  and  soothly,  a  deslavce 
tonge  sleeth  the  spirites  of  hym  that 
vepreveth  and  eek  of  hym  that  is  repreved. 
[6)o]  Loo,  what  seith  Seint  Augustyn, 
'Ther  is  no  thyng  so  lyk  the  develes 
child  as  he  that  ofte  chideth.*  Seint 
Paul  seith  eek,  *  A  servant  of  God 
bihovetb  nat  to  chide.'  And  how  that 
chidynge  be  a  vileyns  thyng  bitwixe  allc 
maoere  folk,  yet  is  it,  certes,  moost  un- 
covenable  bitwixe  a  man  and  his  wyf; 
for  there  is  never  reste ;  and  therfore 
seith  Salomon,  'An  hous  that  is  un- 
covered in  reyn  and  droppynge  and  a 
chidjmge  wyf  been  lyke.*  A  man  that 
is  in  a  droppynge  hous  in  manyc  places, 
though  he  eschewe  the  droppynge  in  o 
place,  it  droppeth  on  hym  in  another 
place ;  so  fareth  it  by  a  chydynge  wyf ; 
but  she  chide  hym  in  o  place,  she  wol 
chide  hym  in  another ;  and  therfore, 
'Bettre  is  a  morsel  of  breed  with  joye 
than  an  hous  ful  of  delices  with  chidynge,' 
seith  Salomon.  Seint  Paul  seith,  *0 
ye  wommen,  be  ye  subgetes  to  youre 
honsbondes,  as  bihoveth  in  God,  and  ye 
men  loveth  youre  wyves.*  Ad  Colos- 
unsts  3*. 

[635]  Afterward  speke  we  of  scornyngc, 
which  is  a  wikked  synne,  and  namely 
whan  he  scometh  a  man  for  his  goode 
werkes ;  for  certes,  swiche  scomeres  faren 


lyk  the  foule  tode  that  may  nat  endure 
to  smelle  the  soote  savour  of  the  vyne 
whanne  it  florissheth.  Thise  scorn  eres 
been  partyng-felawes  with  the  devel,  for 
they  han  joye  whan  the  devel  wynneth, 
and  sorwe  whan  he  leseth ;  they  been 
adversaries  of  Jhesu  Crist,  for  they  haten 
that  he  loveth,  that  is  to  seyn,  salvacioun 
of  soule. 

Speke  we  now  of  wikked  conseil,  for 
he  that  wikked  conseil  yeveth  is  a 
traytour  ;  he  deceyveth  hym  that  trusteth 
in  hym,  ut  Achitofcl  ad  Absolonctn.  But 
nathelees  yet  is  his  wikked  conseil  first 
agayn  hymself.  [640]  For,  as  seith  "the 
wise  man,  *  Every  fals  lyvynge  hath  his 
propertee  in  hymself,  that  he  that  wole 
anoye  another  man,  he  anoyeth  first  hym- 
self.' And  men  shul  understonde  that 
man  shal  nat  taken  his  conseil  of  fals 
folk,  ne  of  angry  folk,  or  grevous  folk 
that  loven  specially  to  muchel  hir  owenc 
profit ;  ne  to  muche  worldly  folk ;  namely 
in  conseilynge  of  soules. 

Now  comth  the  synne  of  hem  that 
sowen  and  maken  discord  amongcs  folk  ; 
which  is  a  synne  that  Crist  hateth  outrely  | 
and  no  wonder  is;  for  he  deyde  for  to 
make  concord.  And  moore  shatiie  do 
they  to  Crist,  than  dide  they  that  hym 
criicifiede;  for  God  loveth  bcttre  that 
frecndshipe  be  amonges  folk  than  he 
dide  his  owene  body,  the  which  that  he 
yaf  for  unitee.  Therfore  been  they 
likned  to  the  devel,  that  ever  been 
aboute  to  maken  discord. 

Now  comth  the  synne  of  double  tonge 
swiche  as  speken  faire  byforn  folk  and 
wikkedly  bihynde,  or  elles  they  maken 
semblant  as  though  they  speeke  of  good 
entencioun  or  elles  in  game  and  pley, 
and  yet  they  speke  of  wikked  entente. 

[645]  Now  comth  biwreying  of  conseil, 
thurgh  which  a  man  is  defamed  ;  certes, 
unncthe  may  he  restoore  the  damage. 

Now  comth  manace,  that  is  an  open 
folye,  for  he  that  ofte  manaceth,  he 
throtcth  moore  than  he  may  pcrfournc 
ful  ofte  tyme. 

Now  Cometh  ydel  wordes,  that  is  with- 
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outen  profit  of  hym  that  speketh  tho 
wordcs,  and  eek  of  hym  that  herkncth 
tho  wordes.  Or  dies  ydel  wordes  been 
tho  that  been  nedelees,  or  withouten 
entente  of  natureel  profit.  And  al  l^e  it 
that  ydel  wordes  been  somtyme  venial 
synne,  yet  sholdc  men  douten  hem,  for 
we  shul  yevc  rekenynge  of  hem  bifore 
God. 

Now  comth  janglynge,  that  may  nat 
been  wilhoute  synne.  And  as  seith 
Salomon,  it  is  a  synne  of  apert  folye, 
[650]  and  therforc  a  philosophre  seydc, 
whan  men  axed  hym  how  that  men 
sholdc  plese  the  peplc,  and  he  answerde, 
*  Do  manye  goode  werkes  and  spek  fewe 
jangles.* 

After  this  comth  the  synne  of  japeres, 
that  been  the  develes  apes,  for  they 
maken  folk  to  laughc  at  hire  japerie  as 
folk  doon  at  the  gawdes  of  an  ape. 
Swich  japes  dcfTendclh  Seint  Paul. 
Looke,  how  that  vcrtuouse  wordes  and 
hooly  woordcs  conforten  hem  that 
travaillcn  in  the  service  of  Crist,  right 
so  conforten  the  vileyns  wordes  and 
knakkes  of  japeris  hem  that  travaillen 
in  the  service  of  the  devel.  Thise  been 
the  synncs  that  comen  of  the  tonge,  that 
comen  of  ire,  and  of  othere  synnes  mo. 

Scijuilur  remcdium  contra  pcccatum  Ire 

The  remedie  agayns  ire  is  a  vertu  that 
men  clepen  mansuetude,  that  is  debon- 
airetee,  and  eek  another  vertu  that  men 
callen  pacience,  or  suffrance. 

[655]  r)elx>nairetee  withdraweth  and 
rcfreynelh  the  stirynges  and  the  moev- 
ynges  of  niannes  corage  in  his  hertc,  in 
swich  manere  that  they  ne  skippe  nat 
out  by  angre  ne  by  ire. 

Suffrance  suffreth  swetely  alle  the 
anoyaunces  and  the  wronges  that  men 
doon  to  man  outward.  Seint  Jerome 
seith  thus  of  dclx)nairetee,  that  it  dooth 
noon  harm  to  no  wight,  ne  seith,  ne  for 
noon  harm  that  men  doon  or  seyn  he  ne 
cschawfcth  nat  agayns  his  resoun.     This 

650.  that  h  dchonairctee^  Cam.  that  Jkon  de 


vertu  som  tyroe  comth  of  Dature,  for,  is 
seith  the  philosophre,  '  A  man  is  a  qnjk 
thyng,  by  nature  debonaire  and  treuUe 
to  goodnesse  * ;  but  whan  deboDaixdec 
is  enformcd  of  grace,  thanne  is  it  the 
moore  worth. 

Pacience,  that  is  another  remedk 
agayns  ire,  is  a  vertu  that  suffreth  swetdj 
every  mannes  goodnesse,  and  is  nil 
wrooth  for  noon  harm  that  is  doon  to 
hym.  [660]  The  philosophre  seith  that 
pacience  is  thilke  vertu  that  snfiiFeck 
debonairely  alle  the  outrages  of  adfor- 
sitee  and  every  wikked  word.  Tin 
vertu  maketh  a  man  lyk  to  God,  tnd 
maketh  hym  Goddes  owene  deere  dnU, 
as  seith  Crist ;  this  vertu  disconfitetk 
th}^!  enemy,  and  therforc  seith  the  wise 
man,  '  If  thow  wolt  venquysse  tlijiB 
enemy,  lerne  to  suflfre.'  And  tbot 
shalt  understonde  that  man  suflfireth  fcoff 
manere  of  grevances  in  outward  thjnges; 
agayns  the  whiche  foure  he  moot  b&ve 
foure  manere  of  padences. 

The  firste  grcvance  is  of  wikkede 
wordes ;  thilke  suffrede  Jhesu  Crist  with* 
outen  grucchyng,  ful  paciently,  whan  the 
Jewes  despised  and  repreved  hym  fol 
ofte.  Suffre  thou  therfore  padently;  for 
the  wise  man  seith,  <  If  thou  stryve  with 
a  fool,  though  the  fool  be  wrooth  or 
though  he  laughe,  algate  thou  shalt  have 
no  reste.* 

[665]  That  oother  grcvance  outward  is 
to  have  damage  of  thy  catel.  Ther* 
agayns  suffrcd  Crist  ful  padently,  when 
he  was  dcspoyled  of  al  that  he  hadde  in 
this  lyf,  and  that  nas  but  his  clothes. 

The  thridde  grcvance  is  a  man  to  have 
harm  in  his  body.  That  sufTred  Crist 
ful  paciently  in  al  his  passioun. 

The  fourthe  grcvance  is  in  outrageous 
labour  in  werkes.  Wherfore  I  seye  that 
folk  that  maken  hir  servantz  to  travaillen 
to  grevously,  or  out  of  tyme,  as  on  haly 
daycs,  soothly  they  do  greet  synne. 
Heer-agayns  suffred  Crist  ful  paciently 
and  taughte  us  pacience,  whan  he  baar 
upon  his  blissed  shulder  the  croys,  upon 
which  he  sholde  suffren  despitous  decth. 
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a  Icme  to  be  pndcnl;   fur 

nnglil    000I7    CiUteii    men    been 

t  foi  love  of  Jhesii  Crial  and  fot 

in  of  ihcblisful  Iffihal  ispetdur- 

■    ■   cCTles  the   olde   payeos  that 

re  Crislene,  commcDdeden  lUld 

e  vertu  of  pacience. 

]  A  ptiilosophiE  upon  a  tymc,  that 

:   have  belcn   liis   disciple  foi  his 

!  trcspas,  for  which  he  vras  greelly 

rved,  and  bir^hle  a  yerdc  lo  scourge 

'  whan  this  child  saugh  the 

,  he  seyde  lo  his  maisler,  *  What 

ido?'    'I  wol  bete  thee, '  quod 

,  TorlhycorTeccioun.'     'For- 

i  the  child  ;  'ye  oghteit  linl 

e  yonreseir,  that  han  lost  al  yoare 

e  for  the  gill  of  a  child.'     '  For- 

,'  quod   the   maister,  a)   wepynge, 

or  sefst  sooth ;  have  ihow  the  yerde, 

e  wtle,  and  correcte  me  for  myn 

'      Of  paciencc  comlh  obcdi- 

h  which  a  man  is  obedient  lo 

lo   allc   hem   lo   whiche  he 

>  been  obedient  io  Crist.      [Gjjj 

1  wel   Ihat  obedience  is 

tan  that  b  man  dooth  gladly  and 

■rilh  good  herte,  entieriy,  al  that 

)e  Aa,     Obedience  generally  is 

•ffoame  the  doctrine  of  God  and  nf 

1  whiche  hym  oghle  to 

)l  in  olle  rightwisncsse. 


StpiifMr  dc  Aaidia 
ARei  ihe  ^ynne  of  cnvye  and  of  ire, 
Bo*  wol  1  ipeken  of  the  synnc  of  ocddie  ; 
tat  txtryc  hlyndeth  the  berle  of  mnii, 
and  iic  limiblclh  a  man,  and  accidie 
nakeih  hym  bevy,  tboghtful  and  wraw- 
UL  Eoirye  and  ire  moken  biiiemesse 
in  bcTte,  which  biltemesse  is  mooder  of 
aecidi«  anit  ti^nyineth  hym  the  love  of 
■Se  goodnesK.  Thanne  is  accidie  the 
aagwinh  of  tronyed  heile :  and  Sdnt 
A^qftutyD  leith,  it  is  anoy  ot  goodncsse 
•■d  y-iye  cS  liann.  Certes  this  is  a  domp- 
Mtfc  (jnuic,  for  it  doalh  wtnni;  to  Jhesu 
CiiM.  in  M  muthe  a»  it  liynymeih  the 
Mrvice   ihu   men  oghle  doon  lo  Crist 


I   imdcislond  t 


with  alle  diligence,  as  seilh  Salomi 
(6S.<]  But  accidie  ddxilh  noswich  diligent 
He  dooth  nlle  thyng  with  anoy,  and  w 
wtawncise,  staknesse,  and  cxcusacioi 
and  with  ydelnesse,  and  unlust ; 
which  the  book  seilh,  '  Accarseil  be 
that  dooth  the  service  of  God  nei 
genlly.' 

Thanne  is  accidie  enemy  li 


;  for  c 


s  the  c 


maneres.  Oulher  it 
Ihestiat  of  innocence,  as  was  thestaat 
Adam  bifom  that  he  fil  into  synne ; 
which  cslaat  bewasholden  lowirche,  as 
heriyngeand  adowcynge  of  God.  AnotI 
cslaat  is  estaat  of  iiynrul  men,  in  whi 
esuat  men  been  holden  lo  laboute 
preiynge  In  God  for  amendcment  of  h 
synnes,  and  that  he  wole  gtaunle  hem 
aiysen  outof  hirsynnes.  Anolhcrest: 
is  ihcstaat  of  grace,  in  which  estant  he 
holden  to  wcrkes  of  penitence;  ondceii 
to  allc  thise  Ihyoges  is  iccidie  enemy  a 
contrarie,  for  he  loveth  no  bisynesse  at 
[68j]  Now  cerlcs  this  foule  ancie,  aixid 
is  eek  a  ful  greet  enemy  lo  the  lillode 
Ihe  body,  for  it  ne  hath  no  purvcaun 
ngayn  temporecl  neccssilee,  for  it  fi 
sleweth  and  forslu^elh,  and  desltoyt 
allc  goodcs  temporeles  by  lecchdeesnes! 

The  fonnhe  thyng  is,  that  acddic 
lyk  to  hem  that  been  in  the  peyne 
helle,  by -cause  of  hir  ilouihe  and  of  h 
hcvynwse ;  for  Ihey  Ihat  been  dampn 
been  so  bounde  thai  Ihey  ne  may  neiit 
wel  do,  ne  wtl  thynke.  Of  accidie  com 
lirsl,  thai  a  man  is  anoyed  and  cnco: 
bred  for  to  doon  any  goodncsse,  a. 
maketh  that  God  hath  abhomynftcion 
swieh  accidie,  as  seith  Sebt  John. 

Now  Cometh  slouthe,  thai  wot  r 
suflre  noon  baidnesse  ne  no  pcn^tiinc 
for  soothly,  slouth  is  so  lendre  and 
dclical,  as  seith  Salomon,  thai  he  n 
nal  suffre  noon  hardnessc,  nc  peuauni 
and  iherfore  he  shcndeth  al  thai  he  dool 
Agayns  this  roteo-hcrted  aynn«  of  accic 
and  slouihe  shotde  men  cxetclie  hems 
to  doon  goode  netkes,  and  manly  a 
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vertuously  cacchcn  corage  wel  to  doon, 
thynkynge  that  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist 
quitclh  every  good  dcde,  be  it  never  so 
lite.  [690]  Usage  of  labour  is  a  greet 
thyng,  for  it  maketh,  as  seith  Seint 
Bernard,  the  laborer  to  have  stronge 
armes,  and  harde  synwes  ;  and  slouthe 
maketh  hem  feble  and  tcndre.  Thanne 
comth  (Irede  to  bigynne  to  werke  anye 
goodc  werkcs ;  for  certes  he  that  is 
cnclyncd  to  synne,  hym  thynketh  it  is  so 
greet  an  emprise  for  to  undertake  to  doon 
werkes  of  goodnesse,  and  casteth  in  his 
hertc  that  the  circumstaunces  of  good- 
nesse lieen  so  grevouse  and  so  chargeaunt 
for  lo  sufTrc,  that  he  dar  nat  undertake 
to  tlo  werkcs  of  goo<lessc,  as  seith  Seint 
Gregoric. 

Now  comth  wanhope,  that  is  despeir 
of  the  mercy  of  God,  that  comth  som- 
tymc  of  to  muche  outrageous  sorwe,  and 
somtymc  (»f  to  muche  drede,  ymaginynge 
that  he  hath  doon  so  muche  synne  that  it 
wol  nat  availlen  hym,  though  he  wolde 
repenlen  hym  and  forsake  synne  ;  thurgh 
which  despeir  or  drede  he  abaundoncth 
al  his  hcrte  to  every  maner  synne,  as  seith 
Sirint  Au^islin.  [695]  Which  dampnable 
synne,  if  that  it  continue  unto  his  ende, 
it  is  cleped  synnyng  in  the  Hooly  Goost. 
This  horrible  synne  is  so  perilous,  that 
he  that  is  dcspeired,  ther  nys  no  felonye 
ne  no  synne  that  he  douteth  for  to  do, 
as  shewcth  wel  by  Judas. 

Ccrtcs,  al)oven  alle  synnes  thanne  is 
this  synne  moost  displesant  to  Crist  and 
moost  adversarie. 

Soothly,  he  that  dcspeireth  hym  is  lykc 
the  coward  champioun  recreant  that  seith 
*  creaunt '  withoute  nede.  Alas  I  alas  ! 
nedcles  is  he  recreaunt  and  nedelecs  des- 
pcired.  Certes,  the  mercy  of  God  is 
ever  redy  to  the  penitent,  and  is  alx)vcn 
alle  his  werkes.  [yew]  Alias !  kan  a 
man  nat  hilhynke  hym  on  the  gospel  of 
Seint  Liic  xv.,  where  as  Crist  seith  that 
as  wc'l  sh;d  ther  be  joye  in  hevenc  upon  a 
synful  man  that  dooth  penitence,  as  upon 
nynely  and  nyne  rightful  men  that  never 
nc  dcde  synne,  nc  ncden  no  penitence. 


Ix)oke  forther  in  the  same  gospel,  the 
joye  and  the  feeste  of  the  goode  man  that 
hadde  lost  his  sone,  whan  his  sone  with 
repentaunce  was  retoumed  to  his  fiidcr. 
Kan  they  nat  remembren  hem  cek,  that, 
as  seith  Seint  Luc  xxiii.,  how  that  the 
theef  that  was  hanged  bi^de  Jhesn  Cnt 
seyde,  '  Lord,  remembre  of  me,  whan 
thow  comest  into  thy  regne.'  •Forsotbe,' 
seyde  Crist,  '  I  scye  to  thee,  to  day  shaltov 
been  with  mc  in  paradys.'  Certes,  ther 
is  noon  so  horrible  synne  of  man  that  it  ne 
may  in  his  lyf  be  destroyed  by  penitcocei 
thurgh  vertu  of  the  passion  and  of  the 
deeth  of  Crist.  [705]  Alias!  whatnedeth 
man  thanne  to  been  despeired,  sith  that 
his  mercy  so  redy  is  and  laige?  Axe 
and  have. 

Thanne  cometh  sompnolence,  that  is 
sloggy  slombrynge,  which  maketh  a  man 
be  hevy  and  dul  in  body  and  in  sook. 
And  this  synne  comth  of  slouthe.  And 
certes,  the  tyme  that  by  wey  of  resoun 
men  sholde  nat  slepe,  that  is  by  the 
morwe,  but  if  ther  were  cause  resonaUe ; 
for  soothly  the  morvre  tyde  is  moost 
covenable  a  man  to  sey  his  preyeres,  and 
for  to  thynken  on  God,  and  for  to  honoiuc 
God,  and  to  yeven  almesse  to  the  poare, 
that  first  cometh  in  the  name  of  Crist. 
Lo,  what  seith  Salomon  ?  <  Whoso  wolde 
by  the  morwe  awaken  and  seke  mc,  he 
shal  fynde.*  [710]  llianne  cometh  ncdi- 
gence  or  recchcleesnesse,  that  rekketh  of 
no  thyng ;  and  how  that  ignorannce  be 
mooder  of  alle  harm,  certes  necligence  is 
the  noricc.  Necligence  ne  dooth  no  fors. 
whan  he  shal  doon  a  thyng,  whdther  he 
do  it  weel  or  baddely. 

Of  the  remcdie  of  thise  two  synnes,  as 
seith  the  wise  man,  that  he  that  drcdeth 
God  he  spareth  nat  to  doon  that  him 
oghte  doon,  and  he  that  loveth  God  he 
wol  doon  diligence  to  piece  God  by  his 
werkes,  and  abaundone  hymself,  with  al 
his  myght,  wel  for  to  doon.  Thanne  comth 
ydelnessc  that  is  the  >'ate  of  alle  harmes. 
An  ydel  man  is  lyk  to  a  place  that  hath 
no  walles ;  the  develes  may  entre  on 
every  syde  and  sheten  at  hym  at  discovert. 


292 


OUP  I 


PARSOirS  TALE 


715-735 


temptacion  on  every  syde.  [715]  This 
finesse  is  the  thurrok  of  alle  wikked 
i  vileyns  thoghtes  and  of  alle  jangles, 
fles,  and  of  alle  ordure.  Certes,  the 
rene  is  yeven  to  hem  that  wol  labouren, 
1  nat  to  ydel  folk.  Eek  David  seith, 
t  they  ne  been  nat  in  the  labour  of 
n,  ne  they  shul  nat  been  whipped  with 
n,  that  is  to  seyn  in  purgatorie  ;  certes 
jine  semeth  it  they  shul  be  tormented 
:h  the  devel  in  helle,  but  if  they  doon 
litence.   , 

Fhanne  comth  the  synne  that  men 
p>cn  iarditasy  as  whan  a  man  is  to 
•rede  or  tariynge,  er  he  wole  tume  to 
d ;  and  certes  that  is  a  greet  folie.  He 
yk  to  hym  that  falleth  in  the  dych, 
I  wol  nat  arise.  And  this  vice  comth 
\  fals  hope,  that  he  thynketh  that  he 
.1  lyve  longe ;  but  that  hope  faileth 
ofte. 

720]  Thanne  comth  lachesse  ;  that  is 
that  whan  he  biginneth  any  good 
rk,  anon  he  shal  forleten  it,  and 
iten,  as  doon  they  that  ban  any  wight 
yoveme  and  ne  taken  of  hym  namoore 
»e,  anon  as  they  fynden  any  contrarie 
any  anoy.  Thise  been  the  newe 
epherdes  that  leten  hir  sheepe  wityngly 
renne  to  the  wolf,  that  is  in  the  breres, 
io  no  fors  of  hir  owene  govemaunce. 
this  comth  poverte  and  destruccioun, 
he  of  spiritueel  and  temporeel  thynges. 
inne  comth  a  manere  cooldnesse,  that 
eth  al  the  herte  of  a  man.  Thanne 
ith  undevocioun,  thurgh  which  a  man 
blent,  as  seith  Seint  Bernard,  and 
li  swich  langour  in  soule,  that  he  may 
:her  rede  ne  singe  in  hooly  chirche,  ne 
re,  ne  th3mke  of  no  devocioun,  ne 
"aille  with  his  handes  in  no  good 
k,  that  it  nys  hym  unsavory  and  al 
lied.  Thanne  wexeth  he  slough  and 
nbry,  and  soone  wol  be  wrooth,  and 
ae  is  enclyned  to  hate  and  to  envye. 
]  Thanne  comth  the  synne  of  worldly 
¥e,  swich  as  is  cleped  tristicia^  that 
th  man,  as  Seint  Paul  seith.  For 
es,  swich  sorwe  werketh  to  the  deeth 
ihe  soule  and  of  the  body  also,  for 


ther-of  comth  that  a  man  is  anoyed  of  his 
owene  lif ;  wherfore  swich  sorwe  shorteth 
ful  ofte  the  lif  of  man,  er  that  his  tymc 
be  come  by  wey  of  kynde. 

Remcdium  contra  peccatum  Accidie 

Agayns  this  horrible  synne  of  accidie, 
and  the  branches  of  the  same,  ther  is  a 
vertu  that  is  caWed/ortitudOj  or  strengthe  ; 
that  is,  an  affeccioun  thurgh  which  a 
man  despiseth  ahoyouse  thinges.  This 
vertu  is  so  myghty  and  so  vigorous  that 
it  dar  withstonde  myghtily,  and  wisely 
kepcn  hym  self  fro  perils  that  been 
wikked,  and  wrastle  agayn  the  assautes 
of  the  devel ;  [730]  for  it  enhaunceth  and 
enforceth  the  soule,  right  as  accidie 
abateth  it,  and  maketh  it  fieble ;  for  this 
fortittido  may  endure  by  long  suffraunce 
the  travailles  that  been  covenable. 

This  vertu  hath  manye  speces,  and  the 
firste  is  cleped  magnanimitee,  that  is  to 
seyn  greet  corage ;  for  certes  ther 
bihoveth  greet  corage  agains  accidie  lest 
that  it  ne  s  wol  we  the  soule  by  the  synne 
of  sorwe,  or  destroye  it  by  wanhope. 
This  vertu  maketh  folk  to  undertake 
harde  thynges  and  grevouse  thynges  by 
hir  owene  wil,  wisely  and  resonably. 
And  for  as  muchel  as  the  devel  fighteth 
agayns  a  man  moore  by  queyntise  and 
by  sleighte  than  by  strengthe,  therfore 
men  shal  withstonden  hym  by  wit  and 
by  resoun  and  by  discrecioun. 

Thanne  am  ther  the  vertues  of  fcith 
and  hope  in  God,  and  in  his  seintes,  to 
acheve  and  accomplice  the  goode  werkes, 
in  the  whiche  he  purposeth  fermely  to 
continue.  [735]  Thanne  comth  seuictee, 
or  sikernesse,  and  that  is  whan  a  man 
ne  doutelh  no  travaille  in  tyme  comynge 
of  the  goode  werkes  that  a  man  hath 
bigonne.  Thanne  comth  magnificence, 
that  is  to  seyn  whan  a  man  dooth  and 
perfoumeth  grete  werkes  of  goodnesse ; 
and  that  is  the  ende  why  that  men  sholde 
do  goode  werkes ;  for  in  the  acom- 
plissynge  of  grete  goode  werkes  lilh  the 
grete  gerdoun.      Thanne   is  ther  con- 
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stauncc,  that  is  stablenesse  of  corage ; 
and  this  sholde  been  in  herte  by  stedefast 
feith,  and  in  mouth,  and  in  berynge,  and 
in  chiere,  and  in  dede.  Eke  ther  been 
mo  speciale  remedies  agains  accidie  in 
diverse  wcrkes,  and  in  consideracioun  of 
the  pc}'nes  of  helle,  and  of  the  joyes  of 
hevenc,  and  in  trust  of  the  grace  of  the 
Holy  Goost,  that  wole  yeve  hym  myght 
to  perfoume  his  goode  entente. 

Sequitur  de  Avaricia 

After  accidie  wol  I  speke  of  avarice 
and  of  covcitise,  of  which  synne  seith 
Seint  Paule  that  the  roote  of  alle  harmes 
is  coveilise.  Ad  Thimotheum  vi.  [740] 
For  soothly,  whan  the  herte  of  a  man  is 
confounded  in  itself,  and  troubled,  and 
that  the  soule  hath  lost  the  confort  of 
God,  thanne  seketh  he  an  ydel  solas  of 
worldly  thynges. 

Avarice,  after  the  descripcion  of 
Seint  Augustyn,  is  likerousnesse  in  herte 
to  have  ertliely  thynges.  Som  oother 
folk  scyn  that  avarice  is  for  to  purchacen 
manye  erthely  thynges,  and  no  thyng 
yeve  to  hem  that  han  nede.  And  under- 
stoond  that  avarice  ne  stant  nat  oonly  in 
lond  ne  cat  el,  but  somtyme  in  science 
and  in  glorie,  and  in  every  manere  of 
outrageous  thyng  is  avarice  and  coveitise. 

And  the  difference  bitwixe  avarice  and 
coveitise  is  this ;  coveitise  is  for  to 
coveite  swiche  thynges  as  thou  hast  nat, 
and  avarice  is  for  to  withholde  and  kepe 
swiche  thynges  as  thou  hast  withoute 
rightful  nede.  [745]  Soothly  this  avarice 
is  a  synne  that  is  ful  dampnable,  for  al 
hooly  writ  curseth  it,  and  spcketh  agayns 
that  vice,  for  it  dooth  wrong  to  Jhesu 
Crist ;  for  it  bireveth  hym  the  love  that 
men  to  hym  owen,  and  tumeth  it 
bakward  agayns  alle  resoun,  and  maketh 
that  the  avaricious  man  hath  moore  hope 
in  his  catel  than  in  Jhesu  Crist,  and 
dooth  moore  observance  in  kepynge  of 
his  trcsor  than  he  dooth  to  service  of 
Jhesu  Crist.  And  therfore  seith  Seint 
Paul,  ad  Ephfrsios  v.,  that  an  avaricious 
man  is  the  thraldom  of  ydolatrie. 


What  difference  is  betwixe  an  ydolastxe 
and  an  avaricious  man?  but  that  my 
ydolastre  peraventure  ne  hath  bat  0 
mawmet  or  two  and  the  avaricious  min 
hath  manye ;  for  certes,  every  fknyn  in 
his  cofre  is  his  mawmet.  [750]  And 
certes,  the  synne  of  mawmettrie  is  the 
firste  thyng  that  God  defended  in  the 
ten  comaundmentz,  as  bereth  witnesie 
Exodi  capitulo  xx.  'Thou  shalt  haTe 
no  false  goddes  bifoie  me,  ne  thou  shtU 
make  to  thee  no  grave  thyng. '  Thus  is 
an  avaricious  man  that  loveth  his  tiesor 
bifom  God  an  ydolastre,  thurgfa  tin 
cursed  synne  of  avarice. 

Of  coveitise  comen  thise  harde  locd* 
shipes  thurgh  whiche  men  been  distreyned 
by  taylages,  ctxstumes,  and  canages» 
moore  than  hire  duetee  or  resoon  is; 
and  eek  they  taken  of  hire  bonde-moi 
amercimentz,  whiche  myghten  mooR 
resonably  ben  cleped  extordons  than 
amercimentz.  Of  whiche  amerdmetilz 
and  raunsonynge  of  bondemen  somme 
lordes  stywardes  seyn  that  it  is  rightful, 
for  as  muche  as  a  cherl  hath  no  tempered 
thyng  that  it  ne  is  his  lordes,  as  they 
seyn ;  but  certes  thise  lordshipes  doon 
wrong  that  bireven  hire  bonde  folk 
thynges  that  they  never  yave  hem. 
Augtistinus  de  Civitate  Dei^  libio  ix. 
[755]  Sooth  is  that  the  condidoan  d 
thraldom  and  the  firste  cause  of  thraldom 
is  for  synne.     Genesis  ix. 

Thus  may  ye  seen  that  the  gilt  dis* 
serveth  thraldom,  but  nat  nature; 
wherfore  thise  lordes  ne  sholde  nit 
muche  glorifien  hem  in  hir  lordshipes, 
sith  that  by  natureel  condidoun  they 
been  nat  lordes  of  thralles,  but  that 
thraldom  comth  first  by  the  desert  of 
synne.  And  forther-over  ther  as  the 
lawe  seith  that  temporeel  goodes  of 
boonde  folk  been  the  goodes  of  hir  locd* 
shipes,  ye,  that  is  for  to  understoode, 
the  goodes  of  the  emperour,  to  deflfenden 
hem  in  hir  right,  but  nat  for  to  robben 

7SO.  ihtfint€  thyng.  The  1st  and  snd  com* 
mandnwnts  were  recknied  by  the  Roouui  Chnidi 
as  one,  the  loth  being  dividedi 
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reven  hem.  And  therfore  seith 
*Thy  prudence  sholde  lyve 
y  with  thy  thralles ';  [760]  thilke 
I  clepest  thy  thralles  been  Goddes 
or  humble  folk  been  Cristes 
they  been   contubemyal  with 

:  eek  that  of  swich  seed  as 
pryngeth,  of  swich  seed  spryngen 
As  wel  may  the  cherl  be  saved 
3rd ;  the  same  deeth  that  take 
1,  swich  deeth  taketh  the  lord  ; 

I  rede,  do  right  so  with  thy 
thou  woldest  that  thy  Lord  dide 
;,  if  thou  were  in  his  plit.  Every 
an  is  a  cherl  to  synne.  I  rede 
:tes,  that  thou,  lord,  werke  in 
nse  with  thy  cherles  that  they 
/e  thee  than  drede.  I  woot  wel 
egree  above  degree,  as  reson  is, 
e  it  is  that  men  do  hir  devoir 
X  is  due ;  but  certes,  extorcions 
pit  of  youre  underlynges  is 
)le. 

\nd  forther-over  understoond  wel 
Lse  conquerours,  or  tirauntz, 
il  ofte  thralles  of  hem  that  been 
as  roial  blood  as  been  they  that 
queren.  This  name  of  thraldom 
rr  erst  kowth,  til  that  Noe  seyde 
>one  Canaan  sholde  be  thral  to 
heren    for    his    synne.      What 

thanne  of  hem  that  pilen  and 
xtorcions  in  hooly  chirche? 
he  swerd  that  men  yeven  first  to 
it,  whan  he  is  newe  dubbed, 
i  that  he  sholde  deffenden  hooly 
and^at  robben  it  ne  pilen  it ; 
>  so  dooth  is  traitour  to  Crist, 
seith  Seint  Augustyn,  they  been 
eles  wolves  that  stranglen  the 
)f  Jhesu  Crist,  and  doon  worse 
ves  ;  for,  soothly,  whan  the  wolf 
his  wombe  he  stynteth  to  strangle 
but  soothly,  the  pilours  and 
urs  of  Goddes  hooly  chirche  ne 
so,  for  they  ne  stynte  never  to 

^7ow,  as  I  have  seyd,  sith  so  is 
55.  ikrald^mt  H'  ckerUont. 


that  synne  was  first  cause  of  thraldom, 
thanne  is  it  thus,  that  thilke  tyme  that 
al  this  world  was  in  synne,  thanne  was 
al  this  world  in  thraldom  and  subjeccioun ; 
but  certes,  silh  the  time  of  grace  cam, 
God  ordeyned  that  som  folk  sholde  be 
moore  heigh  in  estaat  and  in  degree,  and 
som  folk  moore  lough,  and  that  everich 
sholde  be  served  in  his  estaat  and  his 
degree  ;  and  therfore  in  somme  contrees, 
ther  they  byen  thralles,  whan  they  han 
turned  hem  to  the  feith,  they  maken  hire 
thralles  free  out  of  thraldom.  And  ther* 
fore  certes  the  lord  oweth  to  his  man 
that  the  man  oweth  to  his  lord.  The 
pope  calleth  hymself  servaunt  of  the 
servauntz  of  God  ;  but  for-as-muche  as 
the  estaat  of  hooly  chirche  ne  myghte 
nat  han  be,  ne  the  commune  profit 
myghte  nat  han  be  kept,  ne  pees  and 
reste  in  erthe,  but  if  God  hadde  ordeyned 
that  som  men  hadde  hyer  degree  and 
som  men  lower,  therfore  was  sovereyntee 
ordeyned  to  kepe  and  mayntene  and 
deffenden  hire  underlynges  or  hire 
subgetz,  in  resoun,  as  ferforth  as  it  lith  in 
hire  power,  and  nat  to  destroyen  hem  ne 
confounde. 

[775]  Wherfore  I  seye,  that  thilke 
lordes  that  been  lyk  wolves  that  devouren 
the  possessiouns  or  the  catel  of  poure 
folk  wrongfully,  withouten  mercy  or 
mesure,  they  shul  receyven,  by  the  same 
mesure  that  they  han  mesured  to  poure 
folk,  the  mercy  of  Jhesu  Crist,  but  if  it 
be  amended. 

Now  comth  deceite  bitwixe  marchaunt 
and  marchaunt.  And  thow  shalt  under- 
stonde  that  marchandise  is  in  manye 
maneres ;  that  oon  is  bodily,  and  that 
oother  is  goostly,  that  oon  b  honeste  and 
leveful,  and  that  oother  is  deshoneste  and 
unleveful.  Of  thilke  bodily  marchandise 
that  is  levefiil  and  honeste  is  this,  that 
there  as  God  hath  ordeyned  that  a  regne 
or  a  contree  is  sufHsaunt  to  hym-self, 
thanne  is  it  honeste  and  leveful  that  of 
habundaunce  of  this  contree  that  men 
helpe  another  contree  that  is  moore  nedy  ; 
and  therfore  ther  moote  been  marchantz 
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Espiritueel  thefte  is  sacrilege,  that  is 
Id  se3m,  hurtynge  of  liooly  th^'nges,  or 
•f  thynges  sacred  to  Crist,  in  two  manercs  ; 
hf  reson  of  the  hooly  place,  as  chirches 
or  chirche-hawes,  for  which  every  vileyns 
tynne  that  men  doon  in  swiche  places 
may  be  deped  sacrilege,  or  every  violence 
in  the  semblable  places.  Also  they  that 
withdrawen  falsly  the  rightes  that  longen 
to  hooly  chirche.  And  pleynly  and 
peDerally,  sacrilege  is  to  reven  hooly 
thyng  fro  hooly  place,  or  unhooly  thyng 
oat  of  hooly  place,  or  hooly  thyng  out  of 
unhooly  place. 

Reltvacio  contra  peccatum  Avaricie 

Now  shul  ye  understonde  that  the 
IV  'eerynge  of  avarice  is  misericorde  and 
pit  *e  largely  taken.  And  men  myghten 
mv.  why  that  misericorde  and  pitee  is 
nle^  'Tnge  of  avarice.  [805]  Certes,  the 
avaricious  man  sheweth  no  pitee  ne  miseri- 
corde to  the  nedefiil  man,  for  he  deliteth 
hym  in  the  kepynge  of  his  tresor  and 
ut  in  the  rescowynge  ne  releevynge  of 
his  evene  Cristene ;  and  therfore  spekc 
I  lint  of  misericorde. 

Thanne  is  misericorde,  as  seith  the 
philosophre,  a  vertu  by  which  the  corage 
of  man  is  stired  by  the  mysese  of  bym 
that  is  mysesed  ;  upon  which  misericorde 
folweth  pitee  in  parfoumynge  of  charit- 
able werkes  of  misericorde.  And  certes, 
thise  thynges  moeven  a  man  to  miseri- 
corde of  Jhesn  Crist,  that  he  yaf  h3miself 
for  oure  gilt,  and  suffred  deeth  for  miseri- 
corde, and  foiyaf  us  oure  originale  synnes, 
and  therby  rdessed  us  fro  the  peynes  of 
helle,  and  amenused  the  peynes  of  purga- 
torie  by  penitence,  and  yeveth  grace  wel 
to  do,  and  atte  laste  the  blisse  of  hevene. 
[810]  The  speces  of  misericorde  been,  as 
for  to  lene  and  for  to  yeve,  and  to  foryeven 
and  relesse,  and  for  to  ban  pitee  in  herte, 
and  compassioun  of  the  meschief  of  his 
evene  Crbtene,  and  eek  to  chastise  there 
as  nede  is. 

Another  manere  of  remedie  agayns 
avarice  is  resonable  largesse,  but  sooth  ly 


heere  bihoveth  the  consideracioun  of  the 
grace  of  Jhesu  Crist  and  of  his  temporeel 
goodes,  and  eek  of  the  goodes  perdurables 
that  Crist  yaf  to  us,  and  to  han  remem- 
brance of  the  deeth  that  he  shal  receyve, 
he  noot  whanne,  where,  ne  how ;  and 
eek  that  he  shal  forgon  al  that  he  hath, 
save  oonly  that  he  hath  despendcd  m 
goode  werkes. 

But,  for  as  muche  as  som  folk  been 
unmesurable,  men  oughten  eschue  fool- 
largesse,  that  men  clepen  wast.  Certes, 
he  that  is  fool-large  ne  yeveth  nat  his 
catel,  but  he  leseth  his  catel.  Soothly 
what  thyng  that  he  yeveth  for  veyneglorie, 
as  to  mynstrals  and  to  folk,  for  to  beren 
his  renoun  in  the  world,  he  hath  s}'nne 
ther-of,  and  noon  almesse.  [815]  Certes 
he  leseth  foule  his  good  that  ne  sekcth 
with  the  yifte  of  his  good  no  thyng  but 
synne.  He  is  lyk  to  an  hors  that  seketh 
rather  to  drynken  drovy  or  trouble  water, 
than  for  to  drynken  water  of  the  clere 
welle.  And  for  as  muchel  as  they  yeven 
ther  as  they  sholde  nat  yeven,  to  hem 
aperteneth  thilke  malisoun  that  Crist  shal 
yeven  at  the  day  of  doome  to  hem  that 
shullen  been  dampned. 

Seqtiiiur  de  GulA 

After  avarice  comth  glotonye,  which 
is  expres  eek  agayn  the  comandemcnt  of 
God.  Glotonye  is  unmesurable  appetit 
to  ete  or  to  drj'nke,  or  elles  to  doon 
ynogh  to  the  unmesurable  appetit  and 
desordcynee  coveitise  to  eten  or  to  drynke. 
This  synne  corrumped  al  this  world,  as 
is  wel  shewed  in  the  synne  of  Adam 
and  of  Eve.  Looke,  eek,  what  seith 
Seint  Paul  of  glotonye.  [820]  *  Manye,* 
seith  Seint  Paul,  *  goon,  of  whiche  I 
have  ofte  seyd  to  yow,  and  now  I  seye 
it  wepynge,  that  been  the  encmys  of  the 
croys  of  Crist,  of  whiche  the  ende  is 
deeth,  and  of  whiche  hire  wombc  is  hire 
God,  and  hire  glorie  in  confusioun  of 
hem  that  so  dcvouren  erthely  thynges.* 
He  that  is  usaunt  to  this  synne  of  glotonye 
820.  dtwmrtn^  H'  saueren. 
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mnyno  synne  wiihsiondej  he  moot 
bren  in  Eecvage  of  al!e  vices,  for  il  is 
'cles  hoord  Iher  he  ludelb  hym 
•nd  resielh, 

Tliia  syone  hath  manye  speces.  Tlie 
sle  is  itronkenesse,  that  is  t!;e  horrible 
sepuUure  of  Tnanncs  resoun,  and  therfore 
whan  a  mon  is  dronken  he  haih  lo^I  bis 
resoun,  ind  ihls  is  di^dly  synoc.  But 
soolhly,  whnn  tbat  a  man  is  nat  wont 
lo  Blrong  drynke,  and  peiavenlure  ae 
knowelh  iiat  the  strcngthe  of  the  dtynke, 
or  hath  feblessc  in  his  heed,  or  bnth 
travailed,  thmsh  which  he  drynkelh  tbe 
moore,  al  be  he  sodeynly  citt^ht  with 
drynke,  it  is  no  deedly  synne,  but  venyaL 
The  seconde  spece  of  glolooye  is,  that 
the  spirit  of  a  man  wenelh  al  trouble, 
for  dronkenesse  biteveih  hym  the  dis- 
crecioun  of  his  wit.  [sij]  The  thridde 
spcM  of  glolonye  is  whan  a  man  devouteth 
his  mete,  and  halb  no  rightful  maneie 
of  etynge.  The  fourth  is,  whan  thurgh 
the  grete  babundaunce  of  his  mete,  (he 
humours  in  his  body  been  destempred. 
The  fiflhe  is  foTgelelncsse  by  la  muchel 
(Irynkynge,  for  which  somlymc  a  msn 
forgcleth  ci  the  morwe  whit  he  didc  at 
even,  or  on  Ihe  nyght  biforn. 

In  oother  maneie  been  distinct  the 
speccs  of  glotonye,  after  Seint  Gregoiie. 
The  litsle  is  for  to  ele  bifam  tyme  to 
ete  !  the  seconde  is  whan  a  man  get 
bym  to  dcticaaC  mete  oi  drynke  ;  Ihe 
thtiddc  is  whan  men  taken  to  tnuche  over 
mesurei  the  fuuithe  is  curiosilee  with 
greet  entente  lo  msken  and  apparaillen 
his  metei  the  fiflhe  is  (br  lo  elen  lo 
gfcdily.  [8j>]  Thise  been  the  fyve  fyngres 
of  the  dcvelcs  hand,  bywhiche  bedraweth 
folk  lo  synne. 

Heinedium  centra  facalum  Cult 

Agayiu  gtolonye  is  the  lemedte   ab- 

itmencei  is  seilh  Gatien ;  but  that  holde 

P-l  Bit  merilorie,  if  be  do  it  oonly  for  the 

,e  of  his  body.     Seini  Auguslyn  wole 

I  abslinencG  be  doon  for  verlu  and 

fllh  pacieticc.     ■  Alulinence,'  be  seilh. 


'  is  lild  worth,  but  if  a  man  have  good 
wil  tber-to,  and  but  it  be  enforced  by 
[Midence  and  by  eharilee,  and  that  men 
dnoD  it  for  Gotles  sake,  and  in  hope  lu 
have  the  blisse  ofhevene.' 

The  felawes  of  abstinence  been  al- 
tetnperaunce,  that  holdelh  the  meene  ia 
alle  Ihynges ;  eek  sbiune,  that  eschoetli 
olle  deshonestce  ;  sufRsattce,  that  sckelll 
no  riche  metes  ne  drynkes,  nc  doolb  no 
fors  of  to  outiageous  appaiailynge  ol 
mete ;  mesure  also,  tbal  lestreyaeth  fay 
tesoun  the  deslsCTie  appetit  of  ctyoge; 
sobrenessc  also,  that  reslreyneth  the  oil- 
rage  of  drynke  ;  [Sj^]  sparynge  also, 
that  restreyneth  the  dclicaat  ex  la  silK 
longe  al  bis  mete  and  solely,  whcifoie 
som  folk  stonden,  of  hir  owenewyl,  <■'* 
eten  al  the  iassc  ieyscr. 

Sequiliir  ile  Liixuria 
Mer  glotonye  thanne  comth  Icdicrk, 
for  Ihise  two  synnes  been  so  ny  cos^*"' 
tliat  ofle  tyme  they  wol  nal  deparlc.    < 
woot  this  .synne  is  ful  displcsauni  ' ' 
lo  God,  for  he  seyde  hymsclf.  '  fi 
lechetie'j   and    therfore  he  pullc  .- 
peynes  agayns  this  synne  in  the  oldc  ! 
If   womman   thial   were   taken   \s 
synne,  she  sholde  be  belen  with  ^: 
to  the  deeth  ;  and  if  she  were  a  i,' 
womman,  she  sholde  be  slayn  with  sti. 
and  if  she  were  a  bisshoppes  d<:^' 
she  sholde  been  brent,  by  Goddcscoir   . 
menl.      Forthetover,    by   llie  synti. 
lecherie  God   drcynte   al   tlie  wu!  : 
Ihe  diluge,  and  after  that  he  brciit<. 
citees  with  thonder  leyt  and  .sank 
into  belie. 

\iv^  Now  lal  usspeke  thanne  of  lluiri. 
stynkyngE  synne  of  lechetie   thai  mca 
depe  avowtrie  of  wedded  folk  ;  that  it 
lo  seyn,  if  that  oon  of  hem  be  weildrJ, 
or  elles  bolhe.     ScinI  John  seiib  ihii 
avowlieis  shullcn  been  in  belle  in  a  ~ 
brcnnynge  of  ^  and  of  hrymsldn. 
fyr  for  lecherie,  in  brymston  for  tbe  ' 
of  hire  oidure.      Certej,  the  brckti... 
this  sacremeat  is  an  fauiribk  tbju.' 
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was  maked  of  God  hymself  in  paradys, 
and  confermed  by  Jhesu  Crist,  as  witness- 
eth  Seint  Mathew  in  the  gospel :  *  A 
man  shal  lete  fader  and  mooder  and  taken 
hym  to  his  wif,  and  they  shullen  be  two 
in  o  flessh.'  This  sacrement  bitokneth 
the  knyttynge  togidre  of  Crist  and  of 
hooly  chirche.  And  nat  oonly  that  God 
forbad  avowtrie  in  dede,  but  eek  he 
comanded  that  thou  sholdest  nat  coveite 
thy  neighebores  wyf.  [845]  In  this  heeste, 
seith  Seint  Augustyn,  is  forboden  alle 
manere  coveitise  to  doon  lecherie.  Lo, 
what  seith  Seint  Mathew  in  the  gospel ; 
that  who-so  seeth  a  womman  to  coveitise 
of  his  lust,  he  hath  doon  lecherie  with 
hire  in  his  herte.  Heere  may  ye  seen 
that  nat  oonly  the  dede  of  this  synne  is 
forboden,  but  eek  the  desir  to  doon  that 
synne. 

This  cursed  synne  anoyeth  grevousliche 
hem  that  it  haunten.  And  first  to  hire 
soule,  for  he  obligeth  it  to  synne  and  to 
peyne  of  deeth  that  is  perdurable.  Unto 
the  body  anoyeth  it  grevously  also,  for 
it  dreyeth  hym,  and  wasteth,  and  shenteth 
hym,  and  of  his  blood  he  maketh  sacrifice 
to  the  feend  of  helle ;  it  wasteth  his  catel 
and  his  substaunce.  And  certes  if  it  be 
a  foul  thyng  a  man  to  waste  his  catel  on 
wommen,  yet  is  it  a  fouler  thyng  whan 
that  for  swich  ordure  wommen  dispenden 
upon  men  hir  catel  and  substaunce.  [850] 
This  synne,  as  seith  the  prophete,  bireveth 
man  and  womman  hir  goode  fame,  and 
al  hire  honour,  and  it  is  ful  plesaunt  to 
the  devel ;  for  ther-by  wynneth  he  the 
mooste  partie  of  this  world ;  and,  right 
as  a  marchant  deliteth  hym  moost  in 
chaffare  that  he  hath  moost  avantage  of, 
fight  so  deliteth  the  fend  in  this  ordure. 
This  is  that  oother  hand  of  the  devel 
with  five  fyngres  to  cacche  the  peple  to 
his  vi]e3rnye.  The  firste  fynger  b  the  fool 
look3mge  of  the  fool  womman,  and  of 
the  fool  man,  that  sleeth  right  as  the 
bosilicok  sleeth  folk  by  the  venym  of  his 
iighte  ;  for  the  coveitise  of  eyen  folweth 
tlM  coveitise  of  the  herte.  The  seconde 
fynger  is  the  vileyns  tonch3mge  in  wikked 


manere  ;  and  therfore,  seith  Salomon  that 
whoso  toucheth  and  handleth  a  womman 
he  fareth  lyk  hym  that  handleth  the 
scorpioun  that  styngeth  and  sodeynly 
sleeth  thurgh  his  envenymynge  ;  as  who- 
so toucheth  warm  pych,  it  shent  his 
fyngres.  [855]  The  thridde  is  foule 
wordes,  that  fareth  lyk  fyr,  that  right 
anon  brenneth  the  herte.  The  fourthe 
fynger  is  the  kissynge ;  and  trewely  he 
were  a  greet  fool  that  wolde  kisse  the 
mouth  of  a  brennynge  ovene,  or  of  a 
foumeys.  And  moore  fooles  been  they 
that  kissen  in  vileynye,  for  that  mouth  is 
the  mouth  of  helle  ;  and  namely  thise  olde 
dotardesholours,yet  wol  they  kisse,  though 
they  may  nat  do,  and  smatre  hem.  Certes, 
they  been  lyk  to  houndes,  for  an  hound 
whan  he  comth  by  the  roser,  or  by  othere 
[bushes],  though  he  may  nat  pisse,  yet 
wole  he  heve  iip  his  leg  and  make  a 
contenaunce  to  pisse.  And  for  that  many 
man  weneth  that  he  may  nat  synne,  for 
no  likerousnesse  that  he  dooth  with  his 
wyf,  certes,  that  opinioun  is  fals ;  God 
woot  a  man  may  sleen  hymself  with  his 
owene  knyf  and  make  hymselven  dronken 
of  his  owene  tonne.  [860]  Certes,  be  it 
wyf,  be  it  child,  or  any  worldly  thyng  that 
he  loveth  biforn  God,  it  is  his  mawmet, 
and  he  is  an  ydolastre.  Man  sholdc 
loven  his  wyf  by  discrecioun,  paciently 
and  atemprely,  and  thanne  is  she  as 
though  it  were  his  suster. 

The  fifthe  fynger  of  the  develes  hand 
is  the  stynkynge  dede  of  leccherie. 
Certes,  the  five  fyngres  of  glotonie  the 
feend  put  in  the  wombe  of  a  man,  and 
with  his  five  fyngres  of  lecherie  he  gripeth 
hym  by  the  reynes  for  to  throwen  hym 
into  the  foumeys  of  helle,  ther  as  they 
shul  han  the  fyr  and  the  wormes  that 
ever  shul  lasten,  and  wepynge  and 
wailynge,  sharpe  hunger  and  thurst,  and 
grymnesse  of  develes  that  shullen  al  to- 
tredehem,  withouten  respit  and  withouten 
ende. 

[865]  Of  leccherie,  as  I  seyde,  sourden 
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specei,  as  fornicanoDn  (hat  is 
bitwijie  man  nnd  womman  thai  been 
nat  mariecl,  anil  this  is  decdly  synne  and 
agayos  nature.  A)  thai  is  enemy  and 
(leBlniccioun  to  nature  is  agajns  nititre. 
J^r/ay,  the  resonn  of  a.  man  telleth  eek 
hyin  ivel  that  it  is  decdly  synne,  for  as 
muche  as  God  foibojd  leccherie.  And 
Sdnt  Paul  yeveth  hem  the  regne,  that  nys 
dewe  to  no  wight  but  to  hem  that  doon 
deedly  synne.  Another  syimc  o(  leccherie 
is  to  birere  a  mayden  ofhir  maydenfaede. 
for  he  that  so  doolh,  ccrtes,  he  cosleth 
a  mayden  out  of  the  hyeite  degree  that 
il  in  this  present  lif,  and  biieveth  liire 
thilke  predous  fiuyt  that  the  book  cicpeth 
.the  'hundred  frnyt.'  I  ne  tan  seye  il 
ftooD  oolbei  weyes  in  Englissh,  but  in 
lAlyn  it  highte  Ctnleiimiis  fructus.  [Btd] 
Ccrtes,  he  ihol  so  doolh  U  mU5C  o(  manye 
dunages  and  vilcynyes,  mo  than  any  man 
kan  rekene,  right  as  he  somlyme  is  cnusc 

of  alls  damage  that  bwstcs  don  in  the 
feeld  that  breketh  theheggeor  the  closure, 
tburgh  which  he  dcslroycth  ihal  may  nat 
been  icJlootod.  For  cerles,  namoore 
may  maydenhede  be  restoored  than  an 
ana  that  is  smyten  fro  the  body  itiay  re- 
loume  Bgayn  to  wexe.  She  may  have 
meicy,  this  woot  I  wel,  if  she  do  peni- 
tence ;  bat  never  shal  it  be  that  she  nos 
coriupt. 

And,  al  be  it  BO  thai  I  have  spoken 
•omwhat  of  avowtrie,  it  is  good  to  shewtn 
■o  perils  that  longen  to  avowtrie,  for  to 
cachue  Ihal  foule  synne.  Avowtrie  in 
Latyn  is  for  to  seyn,  approchynge  of 
oothel  mannes  bed,  thurgh  which  Iho 
thltt  whilom  wcren  o  Desdl  abowndone 
bir  bodyes  to  oiherc  penones.  [Sjs]  Of 
this  synne,  as  seilh  the  wise  man,  fulwen 
manye  barmcs.  First,  brekynge  of  feilh  i 
and  certcs,  in  feilh  is  the  keye  of  Cris- 
tendom,  and  whan  Ihal  feith  is  broken 
and  lorn,  soolhlj,  Crislendom  slant  veyn 
and  witboulen  Ihiyt  This  synne  is 
•ek  a  tbeftc ;  for  IheRe  generally  is  for 
a  wighl  his  Ihyng  agnyna  bis 
Ceitci  this  is  the  foulcsle  [hefte 
bci  whan  a  womman  siclclh  hit 


body  from  hir  housboude  anrl  yeveth  u 
lo   hire   holour   lo   dcfoulcn   hire,    mil 
steleth  hir  soule  fro  CrisI,  and  yi-it' 
lo  thedevel.     This  is  a  fouler  th<^fi' 
for  lo  brekea  chirche  nndstele  the  r : 
for  Ihise  nvDwtiers  breken  the  lcm]i.<. 
God  spiritually,  and  slelen  ihe  vei.fi  -• 
grace,  ihal  is  ihe  body  and  the  soule,  im 
which  Crist  shal  destroyen  hero,  as  Willi 
Setnt  Paul. 

[sBo]    SoDihly   of  this   Ihefte   doutcJ 
Joseph,  whan  that  his  Ionics  wyf  preyri 
hym  of  vileynye,  whan  he  seyde,  '  Lo, 
mylady,  how  tny  lord  hath  tftketomeundB 
my  wordealthathehathin  this  worM.  iw 
no   Ihyng  of  his  thyngcs  is  out  "' 
power,  but  oonly  ye,  that  been  hi- 
and  how  sholde  1  thanne  do  this  u  i> 
nesse  and  synne  id  horrible  aga}-!!.' ' 
and  i^^yns  my  lord  ?     God  il  fortxY 
Alias  1  al  to  litel  is  swich  trouiln 
y-founde. 

The  tbridde  ham  i<  Iht!  filthe  \\ 
which  they  breken  ihe  comandcir.i' 
God   and  defoalen  the  auclour  o' 
rimoyne,  that  is,  CrisL     For  Mru 
so  muche  as  the  saoement  of  man... 
so  noble  and  so  digne,  so  mucht  ' 
grelter  synne  for  to  breken  il  i  fi-r  ' 
made  niariage  in  pniadys,  in  Ihe  v.%'-  -■ 
innocence,  to  multiplye  mankynde  ^ 
service   of    God  ;    and   thetfore   i- 
brekyngc    moore    grcvoBS!    of    "' 
brekynge  comcn  false  hcires  ofle  ' 
that  wrongfully  ocuplen  (alkeshcr:' 
.And  Ihcrfore  mol  CrisI  putle  hem  (i : 
the  regne  of  hevcne,  thai  is  heiilaec  la 
goodcfolk.    [SB;]  Of  this  brekynge  oiettb 
eek  ofle  tyroe  that  folk  imnr  wedden  oi 
lynnen  with  hire  owene  kynrede,  ami 
namely   thilke    harlot  lea   Ihol    faiunlrn 
bordels  of  Ihise  fool  wonimen,  (lial  muix 
be  likned  to  a  commune  gonge,  where  E 
men  purgen  hire  ordure. 

What  seye  we  eek  orpulouti  Ihal  V  ■— 
by  the  horrible  synne  oH  piitrie,  ai:- 
strcyne  wommen  to  yelden   (o   I 
certeyn  rente  of  hire  bodily  palcri>'. 
somlyme  of  his  owene  wyf,  or  hi\  i ' 
OS  doon  ihis  bawdcs.     Cerles,  thise  bnn 
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ursede  synnes.  Understoond  eek,  that 
voiwtrie  is  set  gladly  in  the  ten  comande- 
lentz  bitwixe  thefte  and  manslaughtre, 
>T  it  is  the  grctteste  thefte  that  may  be, 
>r  it  is  thefte  of  body  and  of  soule ; 
nd  it  is  lyk  to  homycide,  for  it  kerveth 
two  and  breketh  atwo  hem  that  first  were 
naked  o  flessh,  and  therfore  by  the  olde 
awe  of  God  they  sholde  be  slayn.  But 
lathelees,  by  the  lawe  of  Jhesu  Crist,  that 
s  lawe  of  pitee,  whan  he  seyde  to  the 
vomman  that  was  founden  in  avowtrie, 
ind  sholde  han  been  slayn  with  stones 
iftcr  the  wyl  of  the  Jewes,  as  was  hir 
awe,  *  Go,*  quod  Jhesu  Crist,  *  and  have 
lamoore  wyl  to  synne,'  orwille  namoore 
:o  do  synne.  [890]  Soothly,  the  venge- 
lunce  of  avowtrie  is  awarded  to  the 
peynes  of  helle,  but  if  so  be  that  it  be 
iestourbed  by  penitence. 

Yet  been  ther  mo  speces  of  this  cursed 
synne,  as  whan  that  oon  of  hem  is  re- 
ligious, or  elles  bothe,  or  of  folk  that  been 
cntred  into  ordre,  as  subdekne,  or  dekne 
Or  preest,  or  hospitallers,  and  ever  the 
hyer  that  he  is  in  ordrc  the  gretter  is  the 
Kynne.  The  thynges  that  gretly  agreggen 
liire  synne  is  the  brekynge  of  hire  avow 
of  chastitee,  whan  they  receyved  the  ordre. 
And  forther-over,  sooth  is,  that  hooly 
Ordre  is  chief  of  al  the  tresorie  of  God, 
tod  his  especial  signe  and  mark  of 
chastitee,  to  shewe  that  they  been  joyned 
to  chastitee,  which  that  is  moost  precious 
lyf  that  is.  And  thise  ordred  folk  been 
Specially  titled  to  God,  and  of  the  special 
tQeignee  of  God,  for  which,  whan  they 
doon  deedly  synne,  they  been  the  special 
traytours  of  God  and  of  hb  peple,  for  they 
^jnrcn  of  the  peple  to  preye  for  the  peple, 
and  while  they  been  suche  traytours  her 
pteyers  availle  not  to  the  peple. 

[895]  Preestes  been  anngeles  as  by  the 
digniteeof  hir  mysterye,  but  forsothe  Seint 
Ptni  seith,  that  Sathanas  transformeth 
hym  in  an  anngel  of  light.  Soothly,  the 
preest  that  hannteth  deedly  synne,  he 
may  be  likned  to  the  aungel  of  derknessc 
transformed  in  the  aungel  of  light ;  he 
semeth  aungel  of  light,  but  forsothe  he  is 


aungel  of  derknesse.  Swiche  preestes 
been  the  sones  of  Helie,  as  sheweth  in 
the  book  of  Kynges,  that  they  weren  the 
sones  of  Belial,  that  is  the  devel.  *  Belial ' 
is  to  seyn  *  withouten  juge,*  and  so  faren 
they  ;  hem  thynketh  they  been  free  and 
han  no  juge,  namoore  than  hath  a  free 
bole,  that  taketh  which  cow  that  hym 
liketh  in  the  town.  So  faren  they  by 
wommen,  for  right  as  a  free  bole  is 
ynough  for  al  a  toun,  right  so  is  a  wikked 
preest  corrupcion  ynough  for  al  a  parisshe, 
or  for  al  a  contree. 

[900]  Thise  preestes,  as  seith  the  book, 
ne  konne  nat  the  mysterie  of  preesthode 
to  the  peple,  ne  God  ne  knowe  they  nat ; 
they  ne  holdc  hem  nat  apayd,  as  seith 
the  book,  of  soden  flessh  that  was  to  hem 
offred,  but  they  tooke  by  force  the  flessh 
that  is  rawe.  Certes,  so  thise  shrewes 
ne  holden  hem  nat  apayed  of  roosted 
flessh  and  sode  flessh  with  wliich  the 
peple  fedden  hem  in  greet  reverence,  but 
they  wole  have  raw  flessh  of  folkes  wyves 
and  hir  doghtres.  And  certes,  thise 
wommen  that  consenten  to  hire  harlotrie 
doon  greet  wrong  to  Crist  and  to  hooly 
chirche  and  alle  halwes,  and  toalle  soules ; 
for  they  bireven  alle  thise  hym  that  sholde 
worshipe  Crist  and  hooly  chirche,  and 
preye  for  cristenc  soules.  And  therfore 
han  swiche  preestes,  and  hire  1  em  manes 
eek  that  consenten  to  hir  leccherie,  the 
malisoun  of  al  the  court  cristiene,  til  they 
come  to  amcndement. 

The  thridde  spece  of  avowtrie  is  som 
tyme  bitwixe  a  man  and  his  wy  f ;  and  that 
is  whan  they  take  no  reward  in  hire 
assemblynge  but  oonly  to  hire  flesshly 
delit,  as  seith  Seint  Jerome  ;  [905]  and 
ne  rekken  of  no  thyng  but  that  they  been 
assembled.  By-cause  that  they  been 
maried  al  is  good  ynough,  as  thynketh 
to  hem.  But  in  swich  folk  hath  the 
devel  power,  as  seyde  the  aungel  Raphael 
to  Thobie,  for  in  hire  assemblynge  they 
putten  Jhesu  Crist  out  of  hire  herte,  and 
yeven  hem-self  to  alle  ordure. 

The  fourthe  spcce  is  the  assemblee  of 
hem  that  been  of  hire  kynrcde,  or  of  hem 
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that  been  of  oon  affynytee,  or  elles  with 
hem  with  whiche  hir  fadrcs  or  hir  kynredc 
han  deled  in  the  synne  of  lecherie.  This 
synne  maketh  hem  lyk  to  houndes  that 
taken  no  kepe  to  kynrede.  And  certes, 
parentcleis  in  twomaneres,  outher  goostly 
or  flesshly  :  goostly,  as  for  to  deelen  with 
his  godsibbcs ;  for,  right  so  as  he  that 
engenrlreth  a  child  is  his  flesshly  fader, 
right  so  is  his  god  fader  his  fader  espirit- 
ueel  ;  for  which  a  womman  may  in  no 
lassc  synne  assemblen  with  hire  godsib 
than  with  hire  owenc  flesshly  brother. 

[.yio]  Thefifthc  spece  is  thilkeabhomyn- 
able  synne  of  which  that  no  man  unnethe 
oghte  speke  ne  write,  nathelees  it  is 
openly  rcherced  in  holy  writ.  This 
cursed  nesse  doon  men  and  wommen  in 
diverse  entente,  and  in  diverse  mancre, 
but  though  that  hooly  writ  speke  of 
horrible  synne,  certes  hooly  writ  may  nat 
been  dcfoulcd,  namoorethan  the  sonne  that 
shyneth  on  the  mixen. 

Another  synne  apertencth  to  leccherie 
that  comth  in  slepyngc ;  and  this  synne 
Cometh  ofte  to  hem  that  been  maydenes, 
and  eek  to  hem  th^t  been  corrupt.  And 
this  synne  men  clepen  polucioun,  that 
comth  in  thre  maneres.  Somtyme  of 
langwissynge  of  Ixxly,  for  the  humours 
been  to  ranke  and  habundaunt  in  the 
Iwdy  of  man  ;  somtyme  of  infermetee, 
for  the  fieblesse  of  the  vertu  retentif, 
as  phisik  maketh  mencioun ;  somtyme 
for  surfcct  of  mete  and  drynke ;  and 
somtyme  of  vilcyns  thoghtes  that  l:>een 
enclose<l  in  mannes  mynde  whan  he  gooth 
to  slope,  which  may  nat  been  withoute 
synne  ;  for  which  men  moste  kepen  hem 
wisely,  or  elles  may  men  synncn  ful 
grevously. 

Rcmcdium  contra  pcccaium  Luxurie 

\)\{[  Now  comth  the  remedic  agajTis 
leccherie,  an<l  that  is  generally  chastitce 
an<l  continence,  that  restreyneth  alle  the 
tlesonicyiiee  mocvynges  that  comen  of 
flesshly  talentes.  And  ever  the  grctter 
merite  shal  he  lian  that  moost  restreyneth 


the  wikkede  eschawfjrnges  of  the  ordve 
of  this  sj-nne ,  and  this  is  in  two  maneres; 
that  is  to  seyn,  chastitee  in  mariage,  and 
chastitec  of  widwehode.  Now  shalto* 
understonde  that  matrimoyne  is  leefiol 
assemblynge  of  man  and  of  womman, 
that  receyven,  by  vertu  of  the  sacrement, 
the  boond  thurgh  which  they  may  nat  be 
departed  in  al  hir  lyf,  that  is  to  seyi^ 
whil  that  they  lyven  bothe.  This,  is 
seith  the  book,  is  a  fill  greet  sacrement; 
God  maked  it,  as  I  have  seyd,  in  paiad]fii 
and  wolde  hymself  be  bom  in  mariage; 
and,  for  to  halwen  manage,  he  was  it  a 
weddynge,  where  as  he  turned  water  in 
to  wyn,  which  was  the  flrste  miracle  thil 
he  wrc^hte  in  erthe  bifom  his  disciples 

[920]  Trewe  effect  of  mariage  denseik 
fomicacioun  and  replenysseth  body 
chirchc  of  good  lym^,  for  that  is  tliie 
ende  of  mariage ;  and  it  chaungeth 
deedly  synne  into  venial  synne  bitwiie 
hem  that  been  y-wedded,  and  maketh  tlie 
hertes  al  oon  of  hem  that  been  y-weddedi 
as  wel  as  the  bodies.  This  is  vemf 
mariage  that  was  establissed  by  God,  er 
that  synne  bigan,  whan  natureel  laiR' 
was  in  his  right  poynt  in  paradys,  and  it 
was  ordeyned  that  o  man  sholde  have 
but  o  womman,  and  o  womman  but  0 
man,  as  seith  Sdnt  Augustyn,  by  maii|t 
resouns. 

First,  for  mariage  is  figured  bitwixe 
Crist  and  holy  chirchc  ;  and  that  oothef 
is,  for  a  man  is  heved  of  a  womman,— 
algate  by  ordinaunce  it  sholde  be  so^ 
For,  if  a  womman  hadde  mo  men  thafl 
oon,  thanne  sholde  she  have  moo  hevedes 
than  oon,  and  that  were  an  horrible 
thyng  biforn  God ;  and  eek  a  womman 
ne  myghte  nat  plese  to  many  folk  at 
oones.  And  also  ther  nc  sholde  oeftf 
l)e  pees  ne  reste  amonges  hem,  ftr 
everich  wolde  axen  his  owene  thyng; 
and  forther-over  no  man  ne  sholde  knowt 
his  owene  engendrure,  ne  who  sholde 
have  his  heritage,  and  the  wommaa 
sholde  l)een  the  lasse  bilovcd  fro  the 
tymc  that  she  were  conjoynt  to  many 
men. 
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>fow  comth  how  that  a  man 
)erc  hym  with  his  wif;  and 
n  two  thynges,  that  is  to  seyn, 
ince  and  reverence,  as  shewed 
m  he  made  first  woroman.  For 
lade  hire  nat  of  the  heved  of 
or  she  sholde  nat  clayme  to 
Ishipe  ;  for  ther  as  the  womman 

maistrie  she  maketh  to  muche 

Ther  neden  none  ensamples 
the  experience  of  day  by  day 
fise.  Also  certes,  God  ne  made 
man  of  the  foot  of  Adam,  for 
lolde  nat  been  holden  to  lowe, 
lean  nat  paciently  suffre.  But 
e  womman  of  the  ryb  of  Adam 
nan  sholde  be  felawe  unto  man. 
;de  bere  hym  to  his  wyf  in  feith, 
le,  and  in  love,  as  seith  Seint 
it  a  man  sholde  loven  his  wyf 
loved  hooly  chirche,  that  loved 
that  he  deyde  for  it ;  so  sholde 
r  his  Mryf,  if  it  were  nede. 
ow  how  that  a  womman  sholde 
;  to  hire  housbonde,  that  telleth 
er.  First,  in  obedience.  And 
nth  the  decree,  a  womman  that 

longe  as  she  is  a  wyf,  she  hath 
oritee  to  swere,  ne  bere  witnesse, 
leve  of  hir  housbonde,  that  is 
, — algate  he  sholde  be  so  by 
She  sholde  eek  serven  hym  in 
stee,  and  been  attempree  of  hire 
[  woot  wel  that  they  sholde 
re  entente  to  plesen  hir  hous- 
but  nat  by  hire  queyntise  of 
leint  Jerome  seith  that  wyves 
n  apparailled  in  silk  and  in 
purpre  ne  mowe  nat  clothen 
hesu  Crist.  What  seith  Seint 
in  thys  matere  ?    Seint  Gregorie 

that  no  wight  seketh  precious 
t  oonly  for  veyne  glorie  to  been 

the  moore  bifom  the  peple. 
s  a  greet  folye,  a  womman  to 
ir  array  outward  and  in  hir-self 
rd. 

sholde  eek  be  mesurable   in 

and  in  berynge,  and  in  lawgh- 
l  discreet  in  all  hire  wordes  and 


hire  dedes  and  aboven  alle  worldly  thyng 
she  sholde  loven  hire  housbonde  with  al 
hire  herte,  and  to  hym  be  trewe  of  hir 
body.  So  sholde  an  housbonde  eek  be 
to  his  wyf,  for,  sith  that  al  the  body  is 
the  housbondes,  so  sholde  hire  herte 
been,  or  elles  ther  is  bitwixe  hem  two, 
as  in  that,  no  parfit  mariage. 

Thanne  shal  men  understonde  that  for 
thre  thynges  a  man  and  his  wyf  flesshly 
mowen  assemble.  The  firste  is  in 
entente  of  engendrure  of  children,  to  the 
service  of  God,  for  certes  that  is  the 
cause  final  of  matrimoyne.  [940]  Another 
cause  is  to  yelden  everich  of  hem  to 
oother  the  dette  of  hire  bodies,  for 
neither  of  hem  hath  power  over  his 
owene  body.  The  thridde  is  for  to 
eschewe  leccherye  and  vileynye.  The 
ferthe  is  forsothe  deedly  synne.  As  to 
the  firste,  it  is  meritorie;  the  seconde 
also,  for,  as  seith  the  decree,  that  she 
hath  merite  of  chastitee  that  yeldeth  to 
hire  housbonde  the  dette  of  hir  body,  ye, 
though  it  be  agayn  hir  likynge  and  the 
lust  of  hire  herte.  The  thridde  manere/* 
is  venyal  synne,  and  trewely  scarsly  may 
ther  any  of  thise  be  withoute  venial 
synne,  for  the  corrupcioun  and  for  the 
delit.  The  fourthe  manere  is  for  to 
understonde  if  they  assemble  oonly  for 
amorous  love,  and  for  noon  of  the  fore- 
seyde  causes,  but  for  to  accomplice  thilke 
brennynge  delit,  they  rekke  never  how 
ofte,  soothly  it  is  deedly  synne,  and  yet 
with  sorwe  somme  folk  wol  peynen  hem 
moore  to  doon  than  to  hire  appetit 
sufHseth. 

The  seconde  manere  of  chastitee  is  for 
to  been  a  clene  wydewe  and  eschue  the 
embracynges  of  man  and  desiren  the 
embracjmge  of  Jhesu  Crist.  [945]  Thise 
been  tho  that  han  been  wyves  and  han 
forgoon  hire  housbondes,  and  eek 
wommen  that  han  doon  leccherie  and 
been  releeved  by  penitence.  And  certes, 
if  that  a  w>'f  koude  kepen  hire  al  chaast, 
by  licence  of  hir  housbonde,  so  that  she 
yeve  never  noon  occasion  that  he  agilte, 
it  were  to  hire  a  greet  merite.     Thise 
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n  thxt  ohsetven  chastilec 

^mosle  L>«  cleae  in  berle,  as  wcle  as  in 
Ixidf  anit  in  thoughtc,  and  mesutaliJe  in 
Clolhynge  nnil  in  conleniuacc,  ab«|jnenl 
in  elyngc  and  drynkynge,  in  spekynge 
ind  in  dede.  Thej'  been  tbc  vessel,  or 
the  lioysle  of  the  blisseil  Magdelene, 
that   riillillcth    booly   chirche   of   good 

The   thnJde   nuinere   of  chaslilee   is 

!   iri^nilec,  and   il  liihoveth  tlul  sho  be 

fr  booly   in    herte,   und    dene   of   body : 

I  thonne  is  she  spouse  [o  Jhesu  Ctiat,  ind 

'  she  is  the  lyf  of  angetei.     She   is  the 

preisynge  of  this  world,  and  she  is  as 

thise  martirs  in  egalilec.     She  halh  in 

hire  thai  tonge  may  not  telle,  ne  hette 

thynke.     [95°]  Viiginilee  baai  oure  Loti! 

Jhesu    Crist,     and    virginc    was    hym- 

Another  lemcdie  agayns  leccherie  is 
specially  lo  withdnwen  iwidic  Ihynges 
IS  ycve  occasion  lo  thilkc  riicynye,  as 
eae,  etyiige  a.nd  drynkynge  ;  fur  ecilcs, 
■  e  pot  boylcth  strongly  the  beste 

■  ,Kmedie      is      to     wilhdrawe      (he      fyr. 
I'lSepyage  longc  in  greet  qiiietc  is  eeh  a 

peet  notice  to  leccherie. 
Another  remedic  ngayns  leccherie  is 

llwt  a  nun  or  a  womman  eschue  the 
^iBSnipugnye  of  hem  by  whiche  he  doutelh 
rtn  be  templed,  for  al  be  it  so  that  the 
P.dede  i*  wittulonden,  yet  is  Ihei  greet 
lun.  Soothly,  a  whit  wal, 
I  <Slthough  it  ne  brenne  noght  fully  by 
f 'Hikynge  of  a  candele,  yet  ti  the  wnl 
I  Jtlak  of  the  leyl.  Ful  ofte  lyme  [9J1]  I 
Tlcde,  thai  no  man  Iruste  in  his  owene 
Jpetfeccloun,   but   he    be  stronger   tban 

■  mmpsoun,  and  hootier  than  Dan/el,  and 
I  Mriser  than  Salnm^m. 

NowaOcr  that  I  have  declared  yow  as 
I  I  kan  the  icvenc  deedly  syniies,  and 
I  'Moime  of  hire  bmiafhei  and  hire 
nedies,  soothly,  if  I  koude,  I  woMe 
— ie  yow  the  ten  coinaiidementi  \  bul  so 
|,iWi£h  a  doctrine  I  lele  to  divines ; 
"  ■  !  1  hope  lo  (I0J  ihcy  been 
I  tonchcd  io  thLs  Irviice,  evciidi  of  liem 
I  alle. 


Sfqnilur  secitnda  fan  Pinitm. 

Now,   fur   OS  muehe   as   the   m  ' 
partie  of  penitence  slant  in  contt- 
ofmoulh,  ax  I  bigan  in  the  I'lrste  s.\\.\\  < 
I  scye,  Seint  Au£ustyn  sciih,  *  Synne  i> 
every  word  end  every  dede.  and  •!  Utf 
men  coveiten  agayn   the   Uwe  oTJbw 
Crist ;  and  this  is  for  to  synne  in  bolt, 
in  mouth,  and  in  dede,  by  thy  live  >iua> 
that   been   sighle,    herynge,   smellTl^ 
taatynge  or  stvourynge,  and  leeiyi^-' 

[9&>]  Now  is  it  good  lo  underslarirfi' 
the  circumilaunees  Ihnl  agreggeUi  -arr'-' 
every  synne.  Thuw  shall  ruTi 
what  Ihow  art  ihal  doost  ihr  ' 
wheilher  thou  be  male  ui  femck, 
DC  oold,  gentil  or  thral,  free  or  sli' 
h[>o!  or  syk.  wedded  or  scngle.  oi<l[. 
unordred,  wyi  or  fool,  clerk  or  sect;' 
ifshebeof  thy  kyniede.  bodily  01  yi' 
or  noon  ;  if  any  of  thy  kynrcilt 
synaed  with  hire  or  noon,  and  man;. 

Another  circnmstaunce  is  this,  f\-' 


tbedou 


nfor 


noon,  in  manerc  of  homicide  or  Doaui 
horrible  grele  synncs  or  tmale,  and  bo* 
longe    Ihou    host    continued   tn   vjmx 
The  thridde  drcunistaunce  is  thr  ;: 
ther    lliou  hail   do    synne,    whciili.' 
oother  mennei  faous  or  in  Ihyn  <<i- 
in  feeld  or  in  chirche  01  in  chiicli  ':. 
in  chirche  dedicaat  or  noon  ;  [vr-'.j  ' 
the     chirche    be    halwed,    and    ni. 'i 
womman  spille  his  kyndc  in-with 
place,  by  wey  of  synne  or  by  » ■■ 
lemptacioun,   the   chirche  is   eniic  "  - 
til  it  be  tecontiled  lij  the  liysshi^- ;  ib' 
the  preesl  that  didu  swich  a  vileync,  to 
lerrae  of  al  his  lif  he  sholde  mmocM 
lynge  masse ;   and  if  he  dide,  be  ihiAk 
doon  deedly  synne  ai  every  lime  that  b< 
so  songe  masc.     The   foiinhe  dreMB- 
slaunre  is,  liy  whiche  mrdiatour*  la  bj 
whiche  mesngen,  as  for  enticvmicnl  or 
for    consentenienl    lo    linre    eomial|ili}« 
with  fclaweshipe. — for  many  a  wkoIk, 
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:re  compaignye,  wil  go  to  the 
(level"  of  helle, — wher-fore  they  that 
eggen  or  consenten  to  the  synne  been 
parteners  of  the  synne  and  of  the 
dampnacioun  of  the  synnere. 

The  fifthe  circumstance  is,  how  manye 
tymes  that  be  hath  synned,  if  it  be  in 
his  mynde,  and  how  ofte  that  he  hath 
falle ;  [970]  for  he  that  ofte  fallelh  in 
synne  he  despiscth  the  mercy  of  God  and 
encreesseth  hys  synne,  and  is  unkynde 
to  Crist,  and  he  wexeth  the  moore  fieble 
to  withstonde  synne  and  synneth  the 
moore  lightly.  And  the  latter  ariseth, 
and  is  the  moore 'eschew  for  to  shryven 
hym,  namely  to  hym  that  is  his  con* 
fessour ;  for  which  that  folk  whan  they 
falle  agayn  in  hir  olde  folies,  outher  they 
forleten  hir  olde  confessours  al  outrely, 
or  clles  they  departen  hir  shrift  in  diverse 
places,  but  soothly  swich  departed  shrift 
deserveth  no  mercy  of  God  of  his  synnes. 
The  sixte  circumstaunce  is,  why  that  a 
man  synneth,  as  by  whiche  tcmptacioun, 
andifhymself  procure  thilke  temptacioun, 
or  by  the  excitynge  of  ©other  folke  ;  or  if 
he  synne  with  a  womman  by  force,  or 
by  hire  owene  assent,  or  if  the  womman 
maugree  hir  hed  hath  been  afforced  or 
Doon,  this  shal  she  telle ;  for  coveitise, 
or  for  poverte,  and  if  it  was  hire  pro- 
curynge  or  noon,  and  swiche  manere 
haroeys. 

[975]  The  seventhe  circumstaunce  is, 
in  what  manere  he  hath  doon  his  s}'nne, 
or  how  that  she  hath  suffred  that  folk 
han  doon  to  hire,  and  the  same  shal  the 
man  telle pleynly  with  allecircumstaunces, 
and  whdther  he  hath  synned  with 
comune  bordel  wommen  or  noon,  or 
do<»i  his  synne  in  hooly  tymes  or  noon, 
in  fastynge  tymes  or  noon,  or  bifom  his 
shrifte,  or  aher  his  latter  shrifte,  and 
hath  peraventure  broken  therfore  his 
penance  enjoyned  ;  by  whos  helpe  and 
whos  conseil,  by  sorcerie  or  craft, — al 
moste  be  toold.  AUe  thise  thyngcs, 
after   that   they  .been    grete   or  smale, 


965.  wilt  E  thai. 

970^  defarttd  tkijftt  cpb  xoo6*zz. 


engreggen  the  conscience  of  man.  And 
eek  the  preest,  that  is  thy  juge,  may  the 
bettre  been  avysed  of  his  juggement  in 
yevynge  of  thy  penaunce,  and  that  is 
after  thy  contricioun.  [980]  For  under- 
stond  wel  that  after  tyme  that  a  man 
hath  defouled  his  baptesmc  by  synne,  if 
he  wole  come  to  salvacioun,  ther  is  noon 
other  wcy  but  by  penitence,  and  shrifte, 
and  satisfaccioun  ;  and  namely  by  the 
two,  if  ther  be  a  confessour  to  which  he 
may  shriven  hjrm,  and  the  thridde,  if  he 
have  lyf  to  parfoumen  it. 

Thanne  shal  man  looke  and  considere 
that  if  he  wole  maken  a  trewc  and  a 
profitable  confessioun  ther  moste  be 
foure  condiciouns.  First,  it  moot  been 
in  sorweful  bitternesse  of  herte,  as  seyde 
the  kyng  Ezechiel  to  God,  *  I  wol 
remembre  me  alle  the  yeres  of  my  lif  in 
bitternesse  of  myn  herte. V  This  con- 
dicioun  of  bitternesse  hath  fyve  signes. 
The  firste  is,  that  confessioun  moste  be 
shamefast,  nat  for  to  covere  ne  hyden 
his  synne,  for  he  hath  agilt  his  God  and 
defouled  his  soule ;  [985]  and  ther-of 
seith  Seint  Augustyn,  *The  herte 
travailleth  for  shame  of  his  synne,  and 
for  he  hath  greet  shamefast n esse  he  is 
digne  to  have  greet  mercy  of  God.' 
Swich  was  the  confessioun  of  the  puplican 
that  wolde  nat  heven  up  his  eyen  to 
hevene,  for  he  hadde  oflfended  God  of 
hevene ;  for  which  shamefaslnesse  he 
hadde  anon  the  mercy  of  God.  And 
ther-of  seith  Seint  Augustyn  that  swich 
shamefast  folk  been  next  foryevenesse 
and  remissioun. 

Another  signe  is  humylitee  in  con- 
fessioun, of  which  seith  Seint  Peter, 
*  Humbleth  yow  under  the  myght  of 
God.*  The  bond  of  God  is  myghty  in 
confessioun,  for  ther-by  God  foryeveth 
thee  thy  synnes,  for  he  allone  halh  the 
power.  And  this  humylitee  shal  been 
in  herte  and  in  signe  outward  ;  for  right 
as  he  hath  humylitee  to  God  in  his  herte  ; 
right  so  sholde  he  humble  his  body  out- 
ward to  the  preest  that  sit  in  Goddes 
980.  Estchieii  Hezekiah. 
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place.  \sna\  For  which  in  no  mancFc, 
silh  that  Crisl  b  »overe3Ti  and  the  preesi 
mecne  and  mediatoot  bitwixe  CiisI  and 
the  synneie,  and  the  ijmnere  is  the  lastc 
by  «ey  of  rcsoun,  Ihanne  sholdc  nat  the 
sjmnete  sitlc  as  heighc  as  his  confessour, 
but  knele  biforn  hym  or  at  his  feet,  bul 
if  malaiiie  destouibe  it ;  for  he  shnl  nal 
taken  kepe,  who  sit  there,  hut  in  whos 
place  Ihal  he  ritlelh.  A  man  thai  hath 
trcspascd  to  d  lord  and  comth  for  to  axe 
merey  and  maken  his  .iccoid  and  set  him 
duun  anoa  by  the  lord,  men  wolde 
balden  hym  outrageous  and  nat  worthy 
so  soone  for  to  have  remissioun  ne  mercy. 
The  thridde  signe  is,  how  that  thy 
shrift  sholde  be  ful  of  leerU,  if  man 
may  ;  and  if  man  may  nat  wepe  with 
his  bmlily  eyeo,  lat  hym  wepe  in  herte. 
Swich  was  the  confessioun  of  Seint  Peter, 
for  aflet  that  he  hadde  forsake  Jhesu 
Crist  he  wentc  out  and  weepe  ful  bitterly. 
[»s]  The  foudhe  wgne  is,  that  he  ne 
lelte  nat  for  shame  to  shewen  his  con- 
fessioun ;  Bwich  was  the  confessioun  of 
the  Magdelcne,  that  ne  spared  for  no 
Ehame  of  hem  that  weren  nlle  feesic  for 
to  go  10  oure  IaH  jhesu  Ciiit  and 
biknowe  to  hym  hire  synnes.  The  fifthe 
signe  is,  that  a  man  or  a  womman  be 
oheisanE  to  receyven  the  penaunce  that 
bym  is  enjoyned  for  his  synnes,  for 
I  certes  Jhesu  Crist  for  the  glUes  of  m 
I  nan  was  obedient  to  the  decih. 
'  The  scconde  condicion  of  venay  con- 
fenion  is  that  it  be  hastily  dooa  ;  for 
cerles,  if  a  man  hadile  a  deedly  wounde, 
ever  the  Icnger  that  he  taried  to  warissbe 
hymself  the  mnore  wolde  it  corruple  and 
haste  hym  to  his  dccth,  and  eek  the 
wouadc  wolde  be  the  wurs  for  to  heele  ; 
and  right  so  fareth  synne  that  longe  lyme 
ic  in  a  man  unshewed. 

[ksd]  Certesa  man  oghle  hastily  she  wen 
bis  synnes  for  manye  causes ;  u  lor 
drcde  of  deelh  that  comelh  ofte  sodenly, 
and  is  in  no  certeyn  what  tyme  it  shal  be, 
ne  in  what  place :  andeek  Ihedrecchynge 
t>f  «  lynne  lirawclh  in  another  ;  and  eek 
the  knget   thai   he   tariclli   the  ferther 


he  is  fio  Crist.  And  if  he  abide  to  bii 
lasle  day  scarsly  may  he  shtyvra  bym, 
or  remembre  hym  of  his  aynoo,  n 
repenten  hym  for  the  grevous  m^idK 
of  his  deelh.  And  for  as  muche  at  Tk 
ne  halh  nat  in  his  lyf  herkncd  Jhesu  Crisl 
whanne  he  hath  spoken,  he  shal  crie  Id 
Jhesu  Crist  at  his  lastc  day  and  scaalj 
wol  he  hetkne  hyw. 

And  underslond  that  this  condicjran 
inoste  han  foure  thynges.  Thl  shrift 
mosle  be  purveyed  bifore  and  BTyKd, 
for  wikked  haste  dooth  no  profit  i  ani 
that  a  man  konne  shryve  hym  of  hit 
synnes,  be  it  of  pride,  or  of  eotyc,  and 
so  forth,  of  the  specei  and  ciTcumslaooeii 
nnd  that  he  have  comprehended  in  bp 
mynde  the  nombrc  and  the  gieelotsse  of 
his  synnes,  and  how  longe  that  he  hath 
leyn  in  synne ;  [ims]  and  eek  thai  )k 
)>e  contrit  of  his  synnes,  and  in  slidefatt 
purpos,  by  the  grace  of  God,  never  eA 
to  fttlle  in  synne  ;  and  eek  that  he  drnk 
and  counlrewaile  hymself  that  he  Ji 
the  occasiouns  of  synne  to  whidic  ts 

Also  thou  shall  shryve  thee  of  allt 
thy  synnes  to  o  man,  and  nat  a  pared  In 
o  man  and  n  parcel  to  another  ;  that  il 
to  understonde  in  entente  to  depirte  Ihj 
confessioun  as  for  shame  or  drcde,  for 
it  nys  but  Blranglynge  ofthysonlb  Fot 
cenes  Jhesu  Crist  is  entierly  al  good  ;  ip 
hym  nys  noon  inperfecdoun,  and  Iber 
fore  oulher  he  foryevelh  al  parfilly,  or 
never  a  dee).  I  seye  nat  that  if  thoD 
be  assigned  to  the  penilauncei  forcerlnli 
synne  that  thow  art  boimde  to  shetm 
hym  al  the  remenaunt  of  ihy  synnes  ol 
whiche  thow  hast  be  shiyven  to  th] 
curaat,  but  if  it  hlte  to  thee  of  ihyt 
humylitee  ;  this  b  no  dcpaitytige  o 
shrilie.  Ne  I  seye  nat,  ihet  a«  I  tpdu 
of  divisioun  of  confessioun,  thai  if  ihn 
have  licence  for  to  shryve  Ihee  to  t 
discreel  and  an  honesle  preesi,  whw 
thee  likelh,  and  by  licence  of  (by  cunsi 
that  thow  ne  mayst  wd  shryve  Ihee  t< 
him  of  allv  thy  lynns ;  [me]  but  lal  ni 
blotle   be   bihyndC)   lat   no  sftate  beei 
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untoold,  as  fer  as  thow  hast  remem- 
braunce.  And  whan  thou  shalt  be  shry  ven 
to  thy  curaat  telle  hym  eek  alle  the 
synnes  that  thow  hast  doon  syn  thou 
were  last  y-shryven ;  this  is  no  wikked 
entente  of  divisioun  of  shrifte. 

Also,  the  verray  shrifte  axeth  certeine 
condiciouns.  First,  that  thow  shryve 
thee  by  thy  free  wil,  noght  constreyned, 
ne  for  shame  of  folk,  ne  for  maladie,  ne 
swiche  thynges,  for  it  is  resoun  that  he 
that  trespasseth  by  his  free  wyl,  that  by 
his  free  wyl  he  confesse  his  trespass ;  and 
that  noon  oother  man  telle  his  synne 
but  he  hymself;  ne  he  shal  nat  nayte 
ne  denye  his  synne,  ne  wratthe  hym 
agajrn  the  preest  for  his  amonestynge  to 
leve  synne. 

The  seconde  condidoun  is,  that  thy 

shrift  be  laweful,  that  is  to  seyn  that 

thow  that  shryvest  thee,  and   eek   the 

preest  that  hereth  thy  confessioun,  been 

verraily  in  the  feith  of  hooly  chirche, 

[10Z5]  and  that  a  man  ne  be  nat  despeired 

of  the  merqf  of  Jhesu  Crist  as  Caym  or 

Judas.     And  eek  a  man  moot  accusen 

hjonself  of  his  owene  trespas,  and  nat 

another,  but  he  shal  blame  and  wyten 

h3rmself  and   his  owene   malice  of  his 

synne  and  noon  oother ;  but  nathelees  if 

that  another  man  be  occasioun  or  enticere 

of  his  synne,  or  the  estaat  of  a  persone 

be   swich    thurgh   which    his    synne    is 

agregged,  or  elles  that  he  may  nat  pleynly 

shryven  hym  but  he  telle  the  persone 

with  which  he  hath  synned,  thanne  may 

he  telle ;  so  that  his  entente  ne  be  nat 

to  bakbite  the   persone,   but   oonly  to 

declaren  his  confessioun. 

Thou  ne  shalt  nat  eek  make  no  lesynges 
in  thy  confessioun  for  humylitee,  pera- 
venture  to  sejm  that  thou  hast  doon  synnes 
of  whiche  that  thow  were  never  gilty. 
[xo9o]  For  Seint  August3m  seith,  *If 
thou  by  cause  of  thyn  humylitee  makest 
lesynges  on  thyself,  though  thow  ne  were 
nat  in  synne  bifom,  ]ret  artow  thanne  in 
synne  thurgh  thy  lesynges.'  Thou  most 
eek  shewe  thy  synne  by  thyn  owene 
propre  month,  bat  thow  be  woxe  dowmb, 


and  nat  by  no  lettre,  for  thow  that  hast 
doon  the  synne  thou  shalt  have  the  shame 
therfore.  Thow  shalt  nat  eek  peynte 
thy  confessioun  by  faire  subtile  wordes, 
to  covere  the  moore  thy  synne,  for  thanne 
bigilestow  thyself  and  nat  the  preest ; 
thow  most  tellen  it  pleynly,  be  it  never 
so  foul  ne  so  horrible. 

Thow  shalt  eek  shryve  thee  to  a  preest 
that  is  discreet  to  conseille,  and  eek  thou 
shalt  nat  shryve  thee  for  veyne  glorie, 
ne  for  ypocrisye,  ne  for  no  cause,  but 
oonly  for  the  doute  of  Jhesu  Crist  and 
the  heele  of  thy  soule.  Thow  shalt  nat 
eek  renne  to  the  preest  sodeynly  to  tellen 
hym  lightly  thy  synne,  as  who  so  telleth 
a  jape  or  a  tale,  but  avysely,  and  with 
greet  devocioun. 

[1025]  And,  generally,  shryve  thee  ofte. 
If  thou  ofte  falle,  ofte  thou  arise  by  con- 
fessioun, and  though  thou  shryve  thee 
ofter  than  ones  of  synne  of  which  thou 
hast  be  shryven,  it  is  the  moore  merite. 
And,  as  seith  Seint  Augustyn,  thow  shalt 
have  the  moore  lightly  relesyng  and  grace 
of  God  bothe  of  synne  and  of  peyne. 
And  certes,  oones  a  yeere  atte  leeste  wey 
is  it  laweful  for  to  been  housled,  for 
certes,  oones  a  yeere  alle  thynges  re- 
novellen. 

Now  have  I  toolde  you  of  verray  con- 
fessioun, that  is  the  seconde  partie  of 
penitence. 

Explicit    secunda    pars    peniteruie     et 
sequitur  tercia  pars  eiusdcm 

The  thridde  partie  of  penitence  is  satis- 
faccioun  and  that  stant  moost  generally 
in  almesse,  and  in  bodily  pejrne.  [1030] 
Now  been  ther  thre  manere  of  al  messes  : 
contricioun  of  herte,  where  a  man  oflVeth 
hymself  to  God  ;  another  is  to  han  pitee 
of  defaute  of  his  neighebores ;  and  the 
thridde  is  in  yevynge  of  good  conseil  and 
comfort,  goostly  and  bodily,  where  men 
han  nede,  and  namely  in  sustenaunce  of 
mannes  foode.  And  tak  kepe  that  a 
man  hath  nede  of  thise  thinges  generally, 
he  hath  nede  of  foode,  he  hath  nede  of 
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clottiyng  and  hetberwe,  he  bath  nede  of 

chiuitable  conteil  a.nd  visilynge  in  prisone 

and    in    maladie,    and    sepQlture    of   his 

dede   boily.      And   if  thi>w  maysl   nat 

visits  llie  Rcdeful  with  Ihy  penoni^,  visite 

hyro  by  Ihy  musage  and  by  thy  yiftcs. 

^ise  been  generally  almesscs  or  wcrkcs 

I  nf  charitee  of  hem  that   hnn   temporeel 

■Jdebcsscs  or  disctecioun  in  conscitynge. 

(Of  Ihlfic  weckes  shallow  hercn  at   the 

lay  ordoomc. 

Thuc  almesses  shallow  doon  of  thyne 
Dwene  propre  thynget,  and  hastily  and 

C'^ely  if  thow  mayst ;  [1035]  but  nathe- 
t  if  ihow  mayst  nal  doon  il  prively, 
■  Aow  ihalt  nat  ibrbere  to  doon  almesse 


I  it, 


)  Ihat  it  be  i 


n  for  Ihank  of  the  world,  but 
(or  ihanlt  of  Jhesu  Crisl  1  for,  as  wiloess- 
elh  Seint  Mathcw,  cafitHlo  v.,  '  A  dtee 
may  lut  been  byd  thai  is  set  on  a 
monlayne,  oe  men  lighle  nat  a  lantcnic 
and  put  it  under  a  busshcl,  but  men 
lelte  it  on  a  candleslikke  lo  yevc  light 
to  the  men  in  the  hous ;  right  bo  shal 
yuure  light  lighten  bifore  men.  that  Ihcy 
may  seen  youre  goode  weikes  and  glorifie 
youre  Fader  that  U  in  hevene.' 

Now  as  lo  Spckea  of  bodily  peyne  ;  it 
slant  in  preyeres,  in  wakynges,  in  fast- 
ynges,  in  veituousc  lechinges  of  oriaHins. 
And  ye  shul  underslonde  that  orisouns 
or  preyeies  is  for  to  seyn  a  pilous  wyl  of 
herte  that  redresseth  it  in  God,  and 
expres&eth  it  by  word  outward  to  te- 
moeren  barmes,  and  to  hnn  tliyngcs 
eipiritueel  and  durable,  and  somtyme 
temporcle  Ihynges,  of  whiche  orisouns, 
cerles,  in  the  orison  of  the  PaUr  nailer 
hath  Jhesu  Crisl  encloBed  nioost  thyn^s. 
[loto]  Certes,  it  is  privyleged  of  thre 
IhytigM  In  his  dignytee,  for  which  it  is 
moorc  digne  than  any  oother  preyerc : 
for  ihat  Jhesu  Ciiil  hyniself  miked  il ; 
is  short,  for  it  sholde  be  koud  the 
■  Voore  lightly,  »nd  for  to  wilhboldcn  il 
I'tbe  mooie  csily  in  heite,  ami  hclpen  hym 
f  Hlf  the  ofler  with  the  orisoun,  and  for  a 
n  sholJc  be  the  loise  very  to  seycn  It, 
[  And  for  a  man  may  nit  cicuicn  hym  lo 


leme  il,  it  is  so  short  and  so  tsy  ;  inJ 
for  il  compieliendeth  in  ilself  alie  gotxlc 
preycres. 

The  exposidoun  of  this  hooly  pt^ett 
Ihat  is  so  eicellcnt  and  digne,  I  biuke 
lo  thise  maislres  of  theologie,  save  thai 
muchel  wol  1  seyn,  thai  whan  thm 
prayesi  that  God  sholde  ToryEVe  iW 
thy  giltcs  as  thou  foiyevesl  hem  Ihil 
agilien  to  thee,  be  ful  wel  wot  that  lbo» 
be  nat  out  of  choiilec.  Thl«  hoo))' 
orisoun  omenuselh  eek  venyal  synne. 
and  therfore  it  apertenelh  spedaily  to 

[ii]4i]  This  prcyere  mosle  be  Imdf 
seyd,  and  in  verray  feith,  and  that  men 
preye  to  God  ordinally  and  discieell; 
and  devoutly,  and  alwey  a  man  !^ 
pulten  his  wyl  to  be  subget  10  the  wiUe 
of  God.  This  orisoun  mosle  eek  bcco 
seyd  wilh  greet  humblcsse  nnd  fill  poif 
honesty,   and  nat  to  the  anoyaaiKV  ti 


It   t 


been    continued    with    the 
charilee.       It    avaylelh    eek    aga]^ 
vices  of  the  soule,   for,   as  beilli  *- 
Jerome,   'By  faslynge   been   saitil 
vices  of  the  flcish,  and   by  preyere  uic 
vices  uf  the  soule.' 

Aftet  Ibis  thou  shall  understonile  liui 
bodily  peyne  slant  in  wakynge :  Un 
Jhesu  Crist  scith,  ■  Wakelh  and  pieyclb 
that  ye  ne  etilre  b  wikked  teroptacioua.' 
[iDjn]  Ve  shul  undeisUnden  alw,  thai 
fostynge  slant  in  Ihre  thynges  :  in  foihei' 
ynge  of  bodily  mete  and  dtynke,  and  in 
foiberynge  of  worldly  jolilee,  and  10 
forberynge  of  decdiy  synnc.  this  is  lo 
seyn,  that  a  man  shal  kepen  hym  ittt 
decdiy  synne  with  al  his  myight. 

And  ihou  shall  underslanden  eek  ihal 
God  oideyned  fastynge  ;  and  10  btslynge 
appertenen  foure  thinges  ;  largenesse  (o 
pouie  folk,  gladnesse  ofhcilc  espiiilutcl. 
nal  lo  been  angry  ne  anoyed  ne  grij, 
for  he  (asteth,  and  also  lesonablc  \ 
for  to  eie  by  mesuie,  that  is  for  i- 
a  man  shal  nal  ele  in  unlynie,  ni 
the  Icnger  at  his  labletoete  forheliuicii.. 

ThDonc     shallow    underslonde     tlul 
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Ijodily  pcyne  stant  in  disciplyne  or 
techynge  by  word  and  by  writyngc  or  in 
ensample ;  also  in  wcrynge  of  heyres,  or 
of  stamyn,  or  of  haubergeons  on  hire 
naked  flessh,  for  Cristes  sake,  and 
swiche  manere  penaunces.  But  war 
thee  wel  that  swiche  manere  penaunces 
on  thy  flessh  ne  make  thee  nat  or  angry 
or  anoyed  of  thy  self;  for  bettre  is  to 
caste  awey  thyn  heyre,  than  for  to  caste 
awey  the  swetnesse  of  Jhesu  Crist.  And 
therfore  seith  Seint  Paul,  '  Clothe  yow, 
as  they  that  been  chosen  of  God,  in 
herte,  of  misericorde,  debonairetee,  suf- 
fraunce,'  and  swiche  manere  of  clothyngc, 
of  whiche  Jhesu  Crist  is  moore  apayed 
than  of  heyres  or  haubergeons  or 
hanberkes. 

[1055]  Thanne  is  discipline  eek  in 
knokk3mge  of  thy  brest,  in  scourgynge 
with  yerdes,  in  knelynges,  in  tribulacions, 
in  sufirynge  padently  wronges  that  been 
doon  to  thee,  and  eek  in  pacient  suffraunce 
of  maladies,  or  lesynge  of  worldly  catel, 
or  of  wyf,  or  of  child,  or  othere  freendes. 

Thanne  shaltow  understonde  whiche 
thynges  destourben  penaunce ;  and  this 
is  in  foure  maneres;  that  is,  drede, 
shame,  hope,  and  wanhope,  that  is, 
desperacioun.  And  for  to  speke  first  of 
drede,  for  which  he  weneth  that  he  may 
sufire  no  penaunce.  Theragayns  is 
remedie  for  to  thynke  that  bodily 
penaimce  is  but  short  and  litel,  at  regard 
of  the  peynes  of  helle,  that  is  so  cruecl 
and  so  long  that  it  lasteth  withouten 
ende. 

[xo6o]  Now  again,  the  shame  that  a 
man  hath  to  shryven  hym,  and  namely 
thise  ypocrites  that  wolden  been  holden 
so  parfite  that  they  han  no  nede  to 
shryven  hero.  Agayns  that  shame  sholde 
a  man  thynke  that  by  wey  of  resoun  that 
he  that  hath  nat  been  shamed  to  doon 
foule  thinges,  certes  hym  oghte  nat  been 
ashamed  to  do  fiure  thynges,  and  that 
is  confessiouns.  A  man  sholde  eek 
thjrnke  that  God  seeth  and  woot  alle  his 
thoghtes  and  alle  his  werkes;  to  hym 
s<^|o.  nottnutt,  £>  siktmetu. 


may  no  thyng  been  hyd  ne  covcichL 
Man  sholden  eek  remembren  licm  of  the 
shame  that  is  to  come  at  the  day  of 
doome  to  hem  that  been  nat  penitent 
and  shryven  in  this  present  lyf ;  for  alle 
the  creatures  in  erthe  and  in  helle  shullen 
seen  apertly  al  that  they  hyden  in  this 
world. 

[1065]  Now  for  to  spekcn  of  the  hope 
of  hem  that  been  necligent  and  slowe  to 
shryven  hem' ;  that  stant  in  two  maneres. 
That  oon  is  that  he  hopelh  for  to  lyve 
longe  and  for  to  purchacen  muche 
richesse  for  his  delit,  and  thanne  he  wol 
shryven  hym,  and  as  he  seith,  hym 
semeth  thanne  tymely  ynough  to  come 
to  shrifte.  Another  is  surquidrie,  that 
he  hath  in  Cristes  mercy.  Agayns  the 
firste  vice,  he  shal  thynke  that  ourc  lif  is 
in  no  sikemesse,  and  eek  that  alle  the 
richesses  in  this  world  ben  in  aventure 
and  passen  as  a  shadwe  on  the  wal ; 
and,  as  seith  Seint  Gregorie,  that  it 
aperteneth  to  the  grete  rightwisnesse  of 
God,  that  never  shal  the  peyne  st}'nte, 
of  hem  that  never  wolde  withdrawen 
hem  fro  synne  hir  thankes,  but  ay  con- 
tinue in  synne,  for  thilke  pcrpetueel  wil 
to  do  synne  shul  they  han  pcrpetueel 
peyne. 

[1070]  Wanhope  is  in  two  maneres  : 
the  firste  wanhope  is  in  the  mercy  of  Crist ; 
that  oother  is  that  they  thynkcn  that  they 
ne  myghte  nat  longe  persevere  in  good- 
uesse.  The  firste  wanhope  comth  of  that 
he  demeth  that  he  hath  synned  so  greetly, 
and  so  ofte,  and  so  longe  leyn  in  synne, 
that  he  shal  nat  be  saved.  Certes, 
agayns  that  cursed  wanhope  sholde  he 
thynke  that  the  passion  of  Jhesu  Crist  is 
moore  strong  for  to  unbynde  than  synne 
is  strong  for  to  bynde.  Agayns  the 
seconde  wanhope  he  shal  thynke  that  as 
ofte  as  he  falleth  he  may  arise  agayn  by 
penitence  ;  and  though  he  never  so  longe 
have  leyn  in  synne,  the  mercy  of  Crist  is 
alwey  redy  to  receiven  hym  to  mercy. 
Agayns  the  wanhope  that  he  demeth  that 
he  sholde  nat  longe  persevere  in  good- 
nesse,  he  shal  thynke  that  the  fcblesse  of 
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Ihc  devel  may  na  thyng  doon  but  if  men 
-wol  sufliea  11701,  [1071]  and  eelt  he  blial 
han  sIceDgthc  of  the  heipe  of  God,  and 
of  id  hooly  chirche,  and  a[  the  prateccioun 
ofaungels,  ifhym  list. 

Thanne  sfaal  men  understonde  what  is 
the  fruyl  of  penaunce  j  and,  ofler  the 
word  of  Jhesu  Ciist,  it  is  the  eodelera 
blJEse  of  hcvene,  Ther  joye  hath  no  con- 
tiariouslee  of  wo,  ne  gievaunce ;  (her 
alle  harmes  been  passed  of  thi<  present  lyf: 
iher  as  is  the  sikemesse  fro  the  peyne  of 
helle  I  Iher  as  is  the  blisfnl  campBigoye 
that  lejoysen  hem  evermo  everich  of 
otbeies joye ;  Iher  aslhebodyof  man,  that 
whitom  was  foul  and  detk,  is  mooie  cleei 
than  the  Sonne  ;  ther  as  the  body,  that 
whilom  was  sylt,  freele,  and  Seble,  and 
inorial,  u  inmortat  and  so  strong  and  so 
U  hool  thai  ther  may  no  Ihyng  apeyren  il ; 
I  iher  u  ne  is  neither  hunger,  thursi,  ne 
I  toold,  but  every  soule  repleitiyssed  with 
Ike  aighle  of  the  pailit  knowynge  af 
God. 

[lofc]  This  blisliil  regoe  may  men 
purchace  by  povecle  espiiitucel,  and  ihe 
gloric  by  lowcnesse,  the  plentec  of  joye 
by  hunger  and  thurst,  and  Ihe  teste  by 
Iravaille,  and  the  lyf  by  dveth  and  morli- 
ficadoun  of  synne. 


Now  preye  I  lo  hem  allc  that  herkne 
Ihis  litcl  Kclys  or  rede,  that  if  ihcr  Ije  any 
Ihyng  in  it  that  likelh  hem,  that  Ihci-of 
they  Ihanken  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist,  of 
whom  procedclh  al  wil  and  al  goodnesse  ; 
and  if  Iher  Ik  any  thyng  Ihat  displesc 
hem,  I  preye  hem  also  Ihal  ihcy  arrelte 
it  to  Ihe  de&utc  of  myn  unkonnynge,  and 
nat  to  my  wyl,  thai  wolde  ful  fayn  have 
•eyd  beltre  if  I  haddc  had  konnynge  ;  for 
cure  bake  selth,  'Al  that  is  writcn  iiwriten 
for  oure  doctrine,'  and  that  is  myn  entente. 

Whetfore  1  biseke  yow  mekely,  fur  the 
mercy  of  God,  that  ye  [ircye  for  me  thai 
Odtl  have  mercy  on  me  and  foryeve  me 


my  giltes,  [lais]  and  namely  of  mylnBF 
laciouns and  endilynges of  worldly  vaaiKfl 
the  whicbe  I  revoke  in  my  Retracda^; 
as  is  the  book  of  Troylus ;  the  bock 
also  of  Fame ;  the  book  of  the  St 
Ladies ;  the  book  of  the  Duduase ;  ik 
book  of  Scint  Valenlynes  day,  of  tk 
Tarlement  of  Briddes ;  the  Tak*  rf 
Can terbary.^th like  that  sownen  ip  Mi 
synne ;  the  book  of  the  Leono  ;  iwi 
many  anolhet  book,  if  they  were  in  mf 
remembrance ;  and  many  a  song  ind 
many  a  leccherous  lay,  that  Crist,  for  hii 
grete  mercy,  foiyeve  me  the  synne. 

Bui  of  Ihe  translacioun  of  Boece  A 
Consolacione  and  olhere  bookei  nf 
Legendcs  of  Seintes,  and  otnelies  aa) 
morslilee,  and  devocionn,  that  thanke  1 
oure  Lord  Jhesu  Crist,  aad  his  blisliil 
raooder  and  alle  the  Seintes  of  hevcac. 
!iiv>]  bisekynge  hem  that  ihey  fun 
liennes  forth  unto  my  lyvcs  cnde  nnilt 
me  grace  to  biwayle  my  gittes  and  to  HlMlit 
lothesalvaciounof  my  sonlei  aadgnuaW 
me  grace  of  veiiay  penilenoe,  txaiaaam  ^ 
and  satisbccioun,  to  doon  in  this  piMnt 
lyf,  thurgh  the  benigne  grace  of  hynl  tbri 
is  Kyng  of  Kynges,  and  Freest  owT  alle 
Preestes,  that  bogbte  us  with  the  predwc 
blood  of  his  herte,  so  thai  I  may  been 
000  of  hem  al  the  day  of  doome  thai 
shulle  be  saved,  ^1'  e 
Spirilu  Santie  vivii  el  ng 


Heerc  U  aidid  Iht  beak  af  tht  1 
Canterbury,  compiled  ly  Geffreji  ChmtiP, 
of  vihes  iohU  Jhesu  CrisI  have   mtrej. 
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THE  DETHE  OF  BLAUNCHE 
THE  DUCHESSE 

I  HAVE  gret  wonder,  by  this  lyghte, 

How  that  I  lyve,  for  day  ne  nyghte 

I  may  slepe  wel  neigh  noght ; 

I  have  so  many  an  ydcl  thoght, 

Purely  for  defaate  of  slepe, 

That,  by  my  trouthe,  I  take  no  kepe 

Of  no  thyng  how  hit  cometh  or  gooth, 

Ne  me  nis  no  thyng  leef  nor  looth. 

Al  is  y-liche  good  to  me, — 

Joye  or  sorwe,  wherso  hit  be, —  lo 

For  I  have  felyng  in  no  thyng, 

But  as  it  were,  a  mascd  thyng 

Alway  in  poynt  to  falle  a-doun  ; 

For  sorwful  ymagynacioun 

Is  alway  hoolly  in  my  mynde. 

And  wel  ye  woot  agaynes  kynde 
Hit  were  to  liven  in  this  wjrse. 
For  Nature  wolde  nat  sufTyse 
To  noon  erthly  creature 
Not  long  tyme  to  endure  30 

Withoute  slepe,  and  been  in  sorwe  ; 
And  I  ne  may,  no  nyght  ne  morwe, 
Slepe  ;  and  this  mekncolye 
And  drede  I  have  for  to  dye, 
Defaute  of  slepe  and  hevynesse, 
Hath  sleyn  my  spirit  of  quyknesse 
That  I  have  lost  al  lustihede. 
Suche  fantasyes  been  in  myn  hede 
So  I  noot  what  is  best  to  do. 

But  men  myghte  axe  me  why  so       30 
I  may  not  slepe,  and  what  me  is  ? 
But  natheless,  who  aske  this 
Leseth  h»  asking  trew^Iy. 
My  selven  can  not  telle  why 
The  sothe  ;  but  trewely,  as  I  gesse, 

3X-06.  Tn.  ooits  tlMM  Unet ;  F  has  them  in  a 
later  nand. 


I  holde  hit  ben  a  siknesse 

That  I  have  suffred  this  eight  yere. 

And  yet  my  boote  is  never  the  nere  ; 

For  ther  is  phisicien  but  oon 

That  may  me  hele  ;  but  that  is  doon.   40 

Passe  we  over  until  eft ; 

That  wil  not  be,  moot  nede  be  left ; 

Our  first  matere  is  good  to  kepe. 

So  whan  I  saw  I  might  not  slepe 
Til  now  late,  this  other  nyght 
Upon  my  bedde  I  sat  upryght 
And  bad  oon  reche  me  a  book, 
A  romaunce,  and  he  hit  mc  took 
To  rede,  and  dryve  the  nyght  away ; 
For  me  thoghte  it  bettre  play  50 

Then  playen  either  at  chesse  or  tables. 

And  in  this  book  were  writen  fables 
That  clerkes  hadde,  in  oldc  tyme, 
And  other  poets,  put  in  ryme 
To  rede,  and  for  to  be  in  mynde 
Whyl  men  loved  the  lawe  of  kynde. 
This  book  ne  spak  but  of  such  thynges 
Of  quenes  lives,  and  of  kynges 
And  many  other  thynges  sniale. 
Amonge  al  this  I  fond  a  tale  60 

That  me  thoghte  a  wonder  thyng. 

This  was  the  tale  :  There  was  a  kyng 
That  highte  Seys,  and  hadde  a  wyf. 
The  bcstc  that  mighte  berc  lyf ; 
And  this  quenc  highte  Alcyone. 
So  hit  befill,  thereafter  sone 
This  kyng  wolde  wenden  over  see. 
To  tellen  shortly,  whan  that  he 
Was  in  the  see,  thus  in  this  wyse, 
Swich  a  tempest  gan  to  ryse  70 

That  brak  hir  mast  and  made  it  falle, 
And  clefte  hir  ship,  and  dreinte  hem  alle. 
That  never  was  founde,  as  it  telles, 
Bord  ne  man,  ne  nothyng  elles. 
Right  thus  this  kyng  Seys  lostc  his  lyU 
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Now  for  to  spcken  of  his  wyf. 
This  lady,  that  was  left  at  home, 
I  lath  wonder  that  the  king  nc  come 
Home,  for  it  was  a  longe  terme. 
Anon  hir  herte  bigan  to  erme,  80 

And  for  that  hir  thoghte  evermo 
It  was  not  wcl, — he  dwelte  so. 
She  longed  so  after  the  kyng, 
That  ccrtes,  it  were  a  pitous  thyng 
To  telle  hir  hertely  sorwful  lyf 
Thdt  she  had,  this  noble  wyf; 
For  him  she  loved  alderbest ! 
Anon  she  sente  bothe  eest  and  west 
To  scke  him,  but  they  founde  nought. 

<  Alas,'  quoth  she,  'that  I  was  wrought  I 
I  make  avowe  to  my  god  here,  91 

But  I  mowe  of  my  lorde  here, 
And  wher  my  lord,  my  love,  be  deed, 
Certes,  I  nylle  never  ete  breed.* 

Swich  sorw  this  lady  to  hir  took. 
That  trcwcly  I,  which  made  this  book. 
Had  swich  pite  and  swich  rowthe 
To  rede  hir  sorwe,  that  by  my  trowthe, 
I  ferde  the  worse  al  the  morwe 
After,  to  thenken  on  hir  sorwe.  100 

So  whan   this   lady  coudc   hecre   no 
word 
That  no  man  myghtc  fynde  hir  lord, 
Ful  oft  she  swouned,  and  seyde,  'Alas  ! ' 
For  sorwe  ful  neigh  wood  she  was, 
Ne  she  koude  no  reed  but  oon  ; 
But  doun  on  knees  she  sat  anoon 
And  weptc,  that  pite  was  to  here. 

*  A  !  mercy  !  swete  ladi  dere  !  * 
Quod  she  to  Juno,  hir  goddesse  ; 
*  Helpe  me  out  of  this  distresse,  no 

And  yeve  me  grace  my  lord  to  sc 
Soone,  or  wite  wher-so  he  be. 
Or  how  he  fareth,  or  in  what  wyse. 
And  I  shal  make  yow  sacrifyse, 
And  hoolly  youres  become  I  shal 
With  good  wil,  body,  herte,  and  al ; 
And  but  thow  wilt  this,  ladi  swete, 
Send  me  grace  to  slepe,  and  mete 
In  my  slcj^e  som  certeyn  sweven, 

80.  cnne.  Ten  Brink  and  Skeat's  emendation  of 
yemc  of  MSS. 

8j.  he  tiwtUe,  Skeat's  emendation  of  hfr 
fAou^'At  odhe  MSS  ,  repeated  from  1.  81. 

87.  All  MSS.  read  For  him  alas  she,  etc. 

91-94.  All  place  theie  couplets  in  revene  order. 


Wher-through  that  I  may  knowen  even 
Whether  my  lord  be  quyk  or  deed/    in 

With  that  word  she  heng  doun  the  beed 
And  fil  a-swown,  as  colde  as  stem. 
Hir  women  caughte  her  up  anon, 
And  broghten  hir  in  bed  sil  naked, 
And  she,  forweped  and  forwaked. 
Was  wery,  and  thus  the  dede  sleep 
Fil  on  hir,  or  she  tok^  keep. 
Through  Juno  that  bad  herd  bir  bone, 
That  made  hir  to  slepe  sone ;  ijo 

For  as  she  prayde,  right  so  was  don 
In  dede,  for  Juno  right  anon 
Callede  thus  hir  messagere 
To  do  hir  erande,  and  he  com  Here. 
Whan  he  was  come,  she  bad  him  -thus : 
*  Go  bet,'  quod  Juno,  *  to  Morpheus, — 
Thou  knowest  him  wel,  the  god  of  sleep,— 
Now  understond  wel,  and  tak  keep ; 
Scy  thus,  on  my  halfe,  that  he 
Go  faste  in-to  the  grete  se,  149 

And  bid  him  that,  on  alle  thyng, 
He  take  up  Seys  body  the  kyng. 
That  lyeth  ful  pale  and  no-thyng  rody. 
Bid  him  crepe  in-to  the  body 
And  doo  hit  goon  to  Alcyone 
The  quene,  ther  she  lyeth  allone, 
And  shewe  hir  shortly — hit  is  no  nay ! — 
How  hit  was  dreynt  this  other  day, 
And  doo  the  body  speke  right  soo. 
Right  as  hit  was  woned  to  doo  tso 

The  whyles  that  hit  was  aljrve. 
Goo  now  faste,  and  hy  the  blyvc  1  * 

This  messagcr  took  leve  and  wente 
Upon  his  wey,  and  never  ne  stente, 
I'il  he  com  to  the  derke  valeye 
That  stant  betwixe  roches  tweye, 
Ther  never  yet  grew  com  ne  gras, 
Ne  tre,  ne  no  thyng  that  ought  was, 
Best  ne  man,  ne  no  wight  elles. 
Save  ther  were  a  fewe  welles  x6o 

Came  rennyng  fro  the  cliffes  a-doun. 
That  made  a  deedly,  slepyng  soun, 
And  ronncn  doun  right  by  a  cave 
That  was  under  a  rokke  y-grave 
Amidde  the  valey,  wonder  depe. 

133.  tnessagertt  i.e.  Iris. 

Z36.  Go  bfif  lit.  go  better,  i.e,  fast. 

14a.  He,  etc. ;  F  Tn.  B.  That  he,  etc 


Z58.  Mtf  thymg.    All  read  m^ugkU 
z^  n^  wight    All  read  m^iSghi, 
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lis  goddes  laye  and  slepe, — 
:us,  and  Eclympasteyre, 
as  the  god  of  slepes  he)^e, 
gepc  and  dide  noon  other  werk. 
cave  was  also  as  derk  170 

i  pit  over-al  aboute. 
id  good  leyser  for  to  route, 
^e  who  might  slepe  beste. 
enge  hir  chyn  upon  hir  breste 
pte  upright,  hir  heed  y-hede, 
ne  laye  naked  in  hir  bedde 
pe  whyles  the  dayes  laste. 
messager  com  fleyng  faste        178 
ed,  *  O,  hoo  I  a-wak  anoon  !  * 
;  for  noght,  ther  herde  him  noon, 

!'  quod  he,  *who  is  it  lyth  there!* 
?w  his  home  right  in  hir  ere, 
ed,  *  A-waketh  ! '  wonder  hye. 
d  of  slepe,  with  his  oon  ye 
,  axed,  *  Who  clepeth  there  ?  * 
(1  1/  quod  this  messagere, 
ad  thou  shuldest  goon,' — 
de  him  what  he  shulde  doon 
ve  tolde  yow  here-to-fore, 
o  need  reherse  hit  more  ;  190 

nt  his  wey  whan  he  hadde  sayd. 
n  this  god  of  slepe  a-brayd 
lis  slepe,  and  gan  to  goon, 
e  as  he  hadde  bede  him  doon  ; 
)  the  dreynte  body  sone 
•  hit  forth  to  Alcyone, 

the  quene,  ther-as  she  lay, 
reii  a  quarter  before  day, 
od  right  at  hir  beddes  feete, 
led  hir  right  as  she  heete  300 

»,  and  seyde,  *  My  swete  wyf, 
let  be  your  sorwful  lyf ! 
our  sorwe  ther  lyth  no  reed  ; 
es,  swete,  I  am  but  deed, 
me  never  on  lyve  y-se, 
)d  swete  herte,  [for]  that  ye 
y  body,  swich  a  tyde 
e  hit  fynde  the  see  besyde, 
-wel,  swete,  my  worldes  blisse  !) 

lyntpasityre.    Meaning  and  derivation 

-represents  perhaps  Icelcn  pieutera  or 

ofxiora^  cp.  Ovid.  Mti.  xi.  640. 

.0  iSf  etc      F  omits   it;   Tn.  inserts 

ii  ;  Th.  who  Jyeth, 

■  that.    All  oai,/ori  B  om.  herte  also. 

ick  a.    All  itaA/or  rwich  a. 
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I  praye  god  your  sorwe  lisse ; 
To  litel  whyl  our  blisse  lasteth  !  * 

With  that  hir  eyen  up  she  casteth 
And  saw  noght.     'Alias  1'  quod  she  for 

sorwe, 
And  deyde  within  the  thridd^  morwe. 
But  what  she  sayde  more  in  that  swow 
I  may  not  telle  yow  as  now, 
Hit  were  to  longe  for  to  dwelle. 
My  first  matere  I  wil  yow  telle, 
Wherfor  I  have  told  this  thyng 
Of  Alcyone  and  Seys  the  kyng.  aao 

For  thus  moche  dar  I  saye  wel, 
I  had  be  dolven  everydel. 
And  deed,  right  throgh  defaute  of  sleepe, 
Gif  I  nadde  red  and  take  keepe 
Of  this  tale  next  befor ; 
And  I  wol  telle  yow  wherfor  ; 
For  I  ne  might,  for  bote  ne  bale, 
Slepe,  or  I  hadde  red  this  tale 
Of  this  dreynte  Seys  the  kyng 
And  of  the  goddes  of  slepyng.  930 

Whan  I  hadde  red  this  tale  wel, 
And  over-loked  hit  everydel. 
Me  thoghte  wonder  if  hit  were  so, 
For  I  hadde  never  herd  speke,  or  tho. 
Of  no  goddes  that  koudc  make 
Men  to  sleepe,  ne  for  to  wake  ; 
For  I  ne  knewe  never  God  but  oon, 
And  in  my  game  I  sayde  anoon, — 
And  yet  me  lyst  right  evel  to  pleye, — 
'  Rather  than  that  I  shulde  deye  340 

Throgh  defaute  of  slepyng  thus 
I  wolde  yive  thilke  Morpheus 
Or  his  goddesse,  dame  Juno, 
Or  som  wight  elles,  I  ne  roghte  who. 
To  make  me  sleepe  and  have  som  restc, — 
I  wil  yive  him  the  alder-bcste 
Yift  that  ever  he  abood  his  lyve. 
And  here  on  warde,  right  now,  as  blyve, 
If  he  wol  make  me  slepe  a  lite. 
Of  downe  of  pure  dowves  white  250 

I  wil  yive  him  a  fether-bed. 
Rayed  with  golde,  and  right  wel  cled 
In  fyn  blak  satyn  doutremere^ 
And  many  a  pilwe,  and  every  bere 
Of  clothe  of  Reynes,  to  slepe  softe  ; 
Him  thar  not  nede  to  tumen  ofte. 


355.  Rennci^  in  Brittany.    Linen  b  still  made 
there. 
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d  1  wot  •jilt  him  al  Ihat  falles 
a  chambre ;  and  ol  hi*  hallcs 
I  wol  tlo  peynte  wilb  pure  golde, 
*   d  lapite  bein  ful  mnny  (olde  -At 

le  I  (his  stial  he  have 
e  whet  were  his  cave. 
If  be  kan  make  me  sleepe  sonc, 
kE  did  the  goddcsse  quenc  Alcyone  : 
RntI  thtis  Ihia  iike  god,  Morpheus, 
lay  Wynne  of  me  mo  fees  thus 
ever  he  wan  ;  and  to  Juno, 
is  his  goddcsse,  I  shal  so  do, 
I  tiowe,  thai  she  shut  holde  hir  payd. 

I  hadde  unneth  that  word  y-sayd     aje 
"ight  thus  as  I  have  lold  it  yow, 
bat  sodeynly,  I  nisle  how, 
lieh  a  lusl  anoon  tne  took 
1  steep,  that  right  upon  my  book 
1  fil  nsleepe,  and  theiwith  even 
Me  meite  lo  ynly  swclc  n  svrevcn, 
So  wonileriul,  thnl  never  yit 
I  Irowc  no  man  haddc  (he  wit 
To  konni  wcl  my  swcven  rede. 
No,  not  Joseph,  with-aut^  dtcde,         iSo 
Of  t^ptc,  he  that  te&Ai  lo 
The  kyngcs  metyng,  rharao, 

ore  than  koude  the  icste  of  us  \ 
It  sknrsly  Mactotwus, 
lat  wToot  al  thavisioun 
It  he  mette,  kyng  Scipioun, 
le  noble  man,  tlie  Aiirikan, — 
ISwiche  mervaylex,  fDrloneil  than. — 
X  trowe,  a-rede  my  drem^  even.  sSg 

I,  thus  hit  WAS,  this  vr»  my  swcven. 

Tke  Drtam 
Mc  ihoght  J  lhus,^11iat  hit  was  .May. 
n  llic  dawenyng  I  lay, 
leiie  thus,)  in  my  bed  al  naked, 
And  lokM  forth,  fot  t  was  waked 
With  smaU  (bulcs  a  grct  bepc. 
That  had  affiayed  me  out  of  my  tlcpc 
rhroi^h  noyse  and  iwetneste  of  her  song. 
il  as  me  mclte  they  nte  n-mnn); 
Kin  uiy  r.hsnibie  luiif  wylb'Uute 
,t)pon  tlw  tylci  uvif  ol  a-huule,  »» 

And  «on|pn,  cverich  in  lii>  wyw, 


.i  solemptic  scrvyN: 
By  note,  ibnt  evet  man,  I  \tamt 
Hadde  herd ;  for  sum  of  hi 
Sam  hye,  and  al  of  oon  ncordi 
To  telle  shortly,  at  do  wmde. 


Was 


:r<ls< 


But  hit  hadde  be  a  tbyng  ofbeven— 
So  meiy  a  soun,  so  sweic  entono, 
That  CGttes,  (ot  the  loune  of  Tewne*.  p 
I  nolde  but  I  hadde  heril  hem  v\ 

r  al  my  cbamlite  gao  Ic 

rough  syngyng  of  hir  a 

t  instrument  nor  melodye 
Was  nowher  herd  yet  half  so  tn 

:  of  acarde  half  sc 
Fot  Iher  was  noon  of  hem  ibal  ft 
To  syDge,  lor  ecb  of  hem  him  p 
To  fynde  out  mcry  craAy  notcst^ 
They  nc  spared  tiot  hit  thtotei.  f 

And  soolh  to  seyn  my  chanW 
Ful  wel  depeyntcj,  •  ' 
Were  al  the  wyndowcs  wel  y-fj 
Ful  clere,  and  nat  an  hole  y-oi 
That  to  beholdc  bit  was  gret  jc 
For  hoolly  al  the  stotie  of  Tro; 
Was  In  the  glasyng  jf-w 
Of  Eciot,  and  ofkyng  PriuMttii 
Of  Achilles,  and  of  Lamedcn, 
And  eke  of  Medea  and  of  Jtsi 
Of  Paris,  Kleyne,  nnd  of  La*]nioil 
And  alle  the  walles  with  co 
Were  peynted,  bothe  teal  cj 
And  al  the  Romaunee  of  tfcc  R 

My  wyndowe* 
And  ilnougb  the  glas  the  n 
Upon  my  bed  with  biyghti  b 
With  many  glade,  gilden 
And  eek  (he  welken  waa 
HIew,  liryghl,  elcti  wai  i 
And  ful  attempie  fonotlw  hit  « 
For  noiher  to  cold  not  boot  it 
Ne  in  at  the  welkene  wM  a  d 

And  as  1  lay  thus,  woD^Kr  h 
Mc  thoghte  I  berde  an  hunti!  Uoi 
Tnuiyc  hii  born,  atid  fiit  Co  kno* 
Whether  hit  were  clrte,  or  him  '<> 

Anil  Ihetdeyoyng,  Uiltnr  up  bid! 
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hois,  boundes,  anil  other  tbyng, 
.1  iD«a  speken  of  huntycg ;         jjo 
they   wolde  ilee    the    bert   with 

slrenglhe, 
low  the  hert  hudde  upon  lengthe 
)che  embosed,  I  not  now  what, 
ion  light  whaD  I  herde  ihat 
thit  they  wolde  on  huntyng  goon, 
light  glad  and  up  anoon, 
my  hois  and  foith  I  wente 
r  my  chambre,  I  never  stente 
com  to  the  feld  withoute. 
overtok  I  a  pet  route  360 

Dies  and  eek  of  fbresteres, 
many  relayes  and  lymerrs, 
lyed  hem  to  the  forest  faste, 

with  hem.     So  at  the  lasle 
■d  oon,  ladde  a  lymeie, 
felow,  who  shal  hunte  here  P ' 
I ;  and  he  answerde  ageyn, 
thempeiour  Octovyen,' 
he,  '  and  is  heer  fasle  by,' 
jddes  half,  in  good  tyme  ! '  quod  I. 
ve  fasle  ! '  and  gan  to  ryde.         yi\ 
I  we  came  to  the  forest  syde 
man  dide  right  anoon 
huntyng  ill  to  doon. 
;  mayster-hunte  anoon,  foot.hoot, 
a  gret  home  blew  three  mot 
:  uncouplyng  of  his  houndcs. 
inne  a  whyl  the  hett  y-lbunde  is, 
owed  and  rechased  faste 
■  tyme ;  90  at  the  laste  jSo 

hert  rased  and  stal  away 
lie  the  houndcs  a  prevy  way. 
loimdes  had  overshete  hym  alle, 
were  on  a  detaute  y-falle. 
*yth  the  hnntc  wonder  faste 
a  '  forloyn  '  at  the  laste. 
rasgo  walked  fro  my  tree, 
13  I  wente  ther  cam  by  me 
elp,  that  fawned  me  as  1  stood, 
hadde  y-folwed  and  koude  no  good, 
om  and  crepte  to  me  as  lowe       391 
;  as  bit  hadde  me  y-knowe, 
1  doun  bis  heed  and  joyned  his  eies, 

Oilnytn,  a  (kvoariie  chaiaclcr  in  the  Cir- 
uui  inmuicn.  ThEic  ii  3  M.  Engl.  DKInol 
ca  Octanian  Imptralsr.  U<  wu  an  Em- 
H  Rome  who  mutied  Flonuncc,  daughtei 
latnn  (/./.  DacDiMn),  king  of  Yana. 


And  leyde  al  smothe  doun  his  heres. 

I  wolde  have  kaught  hit,  and  anoon 

Hit  lleddc,  and  was  fro  me  goon  ; 

And  I  him  folwed,  and  hit  forth  wente 

Doun  by  a  floury  giene  wente 

Ful  thikke  of  gias,  fdl  sofle  and  sweete. 

With  tloures  fele,  faire  under  feete,      401 

And  litel  used,  hit  semed  thus ; 

For  bothe  Flora  and  Zephinis, 

They  two  that  make  fioures  growe, 

Had  mad  hir  dwellyng  thet,  I  trowe ; 

For  hit  was  oon  to  be-holde. 

As  though  the  erthe  envye  wolde 

To  be  gayci  than  the  heven. 

To  have  mo  SourM  stthes  seven 

As  in  the  wclkne  stenes  be. 

Hit  had  forgete  the  povertee  41a 

That  wynter,  through  his  colde  morwcs, 

Had  made  hit  suffren,  and  his  sorwes, 

Al  was  for-geten,  and  that  was  sene, 

For  al  the  wode  was  waxen  giene ; 

Swetnesse  of  dewe  hadde  mad  hit  waxe. 

Hit  is  no  need  eek  for  to  axe 
Wher  ther  were  many  grene  grevei. 
Or  thikke  of  trees,  so  ful  of  leves ; 
And  every  tree  stood  by  him-selve. 
Fro  other  wel  ten  feet  or  twelve.  430 

So  giete  trees,  so  huge  of  strengthe, 
Of  foutty,  or  fifty  fadme  lengthe, 
Clene  withoute  bough  or  stikke. 
With  cioppes  brode  and  eek  as  ihikke, — 
They  were  nal  an  ynche  a-sonder, — 
That  hit  was  shadwe  over  al  under  ; 
And  many  an  bert  and  many  an  hynde 
Was  bothe  before  me  and  be-hynde. 

Of  founes,  soures,  bukkes,  does. 
Was  ful  the  wode  ;  and  many  roes,     43a 
And  many  squirelles,  that  sete 
Ful  heigh  upon  the  trees  and  etc. 
And  in  hii  maner  made  festes. 
Shortly,  hit  was  so  ful  of  bestes. 
That  though  Argus,  the  noble  counlour, 

v^.ttlhiiitvt*.  ThcMSS.r«diii.K*r.«i-«. 
which  KiakH  no  un«.    The  Kidlng  >ugg»ie^. 

hcavfn,'  igiw  wilh  Ihe  '  d'estie  miex  Hteltf '  in 
Ihc  Rom.  dl  la  Rm  (11.  e46j-346»,  from  which 

i\',,  Arrut,  Algus  Ihe  Arab  iDilhtnutician, 
,'/.  «.Iy  in  the  9'!'  «nl, ;  cp.  Nea  Emgl.  OM. «. v. 
Algorism.    Through  his  Inaiisc  on  Algebra  Ihs 
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Sete  to  rekene  in  his  countour. 

And  rekene  with  his  figures  ten — 

For  by  tho  figures  new  al  ken, 

If  they  be  crafty,  rekene  and  noumbre 

And  telle  of  every  thinge  the  noumbre, — 

Yet  sholde  he  fayle  to  rekene  even      441 

The  wondres  me  mctte  in  my  sweven. 

But  forth  they  romed  right  wonder  faste 
Doun  the  wode  ;  so  at  the  laste 
I  was  war  of  a  man  in  blak, 
That  sat,  and  hadde  y-turned  his  bak 
To  an  ooke,  an  huge  tree. 

•  Lord ! '   thoghte  I,    *  who  may  that 
be? 
What  ayleth  hym  to  sitten  here  ? ' 
Anoon  right  I  wente  ncre ;  450 

Than  fond  I  sitte  even  upright 
A  wonder  wel-farynge  knyght, — 
By  the  maner  me  thoughte  so, — 
Of  good  mochcl,  and  right  yong  therto. 
Of  the  age  of  four  and  twenty  yecr. 
Upon  his  berde  but  litel  heer, 
And  he  was  clothed  al  in  blake. 

I  stalked  even  unto  his  bake. 
And  ther  I  stood  as  stille  as  ought. 
That,  sooth  to  saye,  he  saw  me  nought  ; 
For  why  he  heng  hys  heed  adoun,       461 
And  with  a  decdly,  sorwful  soun 
He  made  of  ryme  ten  vers  or  twelve 
Of  a  Compleynt  to  him-selve, 
The  mostc  pitee,  the  moste  routhe, 
That  ever  I  herde  ;  for  by  my  trouthe, 
Hit  was  gret  wonder  that  Nature 
Myght  suffren  any  creature 
To  have  swich  sorw,  and  be  not  deed. 
Ful  pitous,  pale,  and  no-thyng  reed     470 
He  sayde  a  lay,  a  maner  song, 
Withoute  note,  withoutc  song  ; 
And  was  this,  for  ful  wel  I  kan 
Rcherse  hit—right  thus  hit  began. — 

/  have  of  sorwi  so  j^rete  woon 

That  joyi  gete  I  nc^'cr  noon^ 
A\nv  that  I  see  fny  lady  bright ^ 
Which  I  have  loi'ed  with  al  my  myght ^ 

Is  fro  me  deed  and  is  a-goon. 

.  445-  John  of  Gaunt,  who  was,  however,  twenty- 
nine  wlieii  his  wife  died  ;  cp.  1.  455. 
479'   I'h-  wrongly  inserts  Am  th, 
lefte  rue  alone  after  this  line. 


thus  in  Mmv€ 


Alias,  Deeth,  what  ayltth  thee        48c 
That  thou  noldest  have  taken  me. 
Whan  thou  toke  my  lady  sweete 
That  7vas  sofayr,  so  fresh,  sofre^ 
So  good,  thai  men  may  reel  h 
Of  al  goodnesse  she  had  no  mette. 

Whan  he  hadde  mad  thus  his  ocxn* 
playnte, 
His  sorwful  herte  gan  faste  fiiynte, 
^Vnd  his  spirites  wexen  dede ; 
The  blood  was  fled  for  pure  drede      489 
Doun  to  his  herte,  to  make  \vfm.  wanne ; 
For  wel  hit  feled  the  herte  hadde  hanne ; 
To  wite  eke  why  hit  was  a-drad 
By  kynde,  and  for  to  make  hit  glad ; 
For  hit  is  membre  principal 
Of  the  body ;  and  that  made  al 
liis  hewe  chaunge,  and  wexe  grene, 
And  pale,  for  ther  no  blood  was  sene 
In  no  maner  lyme  of  his. 

Anoon  therwith  whan  I  saw  this, 
He  ferde  thus  evel  ther  he  seet,  5* 

I  went  and  stood  right  at  his  feet, 
And  grette  hym,  but  he  spak  noght, 
But  argued  with  his  owne  thoght 
And  in  his  wit  disputed  faste. 
Why  and  how  his  lyf  myght  laste, — 
Hym  thought  his  sorwes  were  so  smerte 
And  lay  so  colde  upon  his  herte ; 
So,  through  his  sorw  and  hevy  thogfat, 
Made  hym  that  he  herde  me  noght 
For  he  had  wel-nygh  lost  his  mynde   510 
Thogh    Pan,    that  men    depe    god  of 

kynde. 
Were  for  his  sorwes  never  so  wrooth. 

But  at  the  last,  to  sayn  right  sooCh, 
He  was  war  of  me  how  I  stood 
Before  hym,  and  did  of  myn  hood. 
And  hadde  y-gret  hym  as  I  best  coude. 
Oebonayrly,  and  no  th3mg  loude. 
He  sayde,  *  I  prey  the  be  not  wrooth  ; 
I  herde  thee  not,  to  seyn  the  sooth, 
Ne  I  saw  thee  not,  sir,  trewely.'  530 

*  A  !  goode  sir,  no  fors,'  quod  I, 
*  I  am  right  sory  if  I  have  ought 
Dcstroubled  yow  out  of  your  thought ; 
For-yive  me,  if  I  have  mis- take.' 

<  Yis,  thamendes  is  light  to  make,* 
497.  «%u.    All  reid  w. 
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*  for  ther  lyth  noon  ther-to, 

>  thyng  missayd  nor  do.* 

»w  goodly  spak  this  knyght, 

Ide  been  a-nother  wyght. 

hit  nouther  tough  ne  queynte, 

^  that,  and  gan  me  aqueynte  531 

ly  and  fond  hym  so  tretable, 

idcr  skilful  and  reasonable, 

>ghte,  for  al  his  bale ; 

ght  I  gan  fynde  a  tale 

:o  loke  wher  I  might  ought 

e  knowyng  of  his  thought. 

uod  I,  '  this  game  is  doon  ; 

at  this  hert  be  goon  ; 

tes  conne  hym  nowher  see. '    540 

0  fors  therof,'  quod  he, 
ght  is  ther-on  never  a  del.' 

Lord  ! '  quod  I,  *  I  trowe  yow 

:1, 

ne  thinketh  bi  your  chere. 

K)  thyng,  wol  ye  here  ? 

!th  in  gret  sorwe  I  yow  see  ; 

,  sire,  if  that  ye 

ght  discure  me  your  wo 

is  wis  God  helpe  me  so, 

lit,  if  I  can  or  may.  550 

preve  hit  bi  assay, 

ly  trouthe,  to  make  yow  hool, 

il  my  power  hool  ; 

h  me  of  your  sorwes  smerte, 

hit  may  ese  your  herte, 
5th  ful  seke  under  your  side.  * 
lat  he  loked  on  me  aside, 
lyth,  *  Nay,  that  wol  not  be.' 
nercy  I  goode  frend,'  quod  he, 

the  that  thou  woldest  so,     560 
ay  never  the  rather  be  do. 
nay  my  sorwe  glade 
eth  my  hewe  to  falle  and  fade, 

myn  understondyng  lorn, 
is  wo  that  I  was  bom  ! 
it  make  my  sorwes  slyde, — 

1  the  remedies  of  Ovyde  ; 
:us,  god  of  melodye  ; 

us,  with  his  playes  slye  ; 

ae  may  no  phisicien,  570 

Mxrras,  ne  Galyen ; 


sla^s  slytt  his  ingenious  contrivances, 
'icial  wings. 
craSf  HippocnUes. 


Me  is  wo  that  I  lyve  houres  twelve. 
But  who  so  wol  assay  hym-selve. 
Whether  his  herte  can  have  pite 
Of  any  sorwe,  lat  hym  see  me. 
I,  wrecche,  that  deethhath  mad  al  naked 
Of  all  the  blisse  that  ever  was  maked  ; 
Y-worthe  worste  of  alle  wightes, — 
That  hate  my  dayes  and  my  nightes  ; 
My  lyf,  my  lustes,  be  me  lothe  580 

For  al  welfare,  and  I  be  wrothe. 
The  pure  Deeth  is  so  fill  my  fo 
That  I  wolde  deye, — hit  wol  not  so  ; 
For  whan  I  folwe  hit,  hit  wol  flee  ; 
I  wolde  have  hym,  hit  nyl  nat  me. 
This  is  my  peyne  wythoute  reed, 
Alway  deyinge  and  be  not  deed. 
That  Cesiphus,  that  lyth  in  helle, 
May  not  of  more  sorwe  telle  ; 
And  who-so  wiste  al,  bi  my  trouthe,    590 
My  sorwe,  but  he  hadde  routhe 
And  pite  of  my  sorwes  smerte. 
That  man  hath  a  feendly  herte  ; 
For  who  so  seeth  me  first  on  niorwe 
May  seyen  he  hath  met  with  Sorwe, 
For  I  am  Sorwe,  and  Sorwe  is  I. 

'  Alias  !  and  I  wol  telle  the  why ; 
My  song  is  turned  to  pleynyng. 
And  al  my  laughter  to  wepyng. 
My  glade  thoghtes  to  hevynesse,  600 

In  travaile  is  myn  ydelnesse. 
And  eek  my  reste  ;  my  wele  is  wo. 
My  good  is  harm,  and  ever  mo 
In  wrathe  is  turned  my  pleying. 
And  my  delit  in-to  sorwyng. 
Myn  hele  is  turned  in-to  seekuesse. 
In  drede  is  al  my  sykernesse  ; 
To  derke  is  turned  al  my  light, 
My  wit  is  foly,  my  day  is  night. 
My  love  is  hate,  my  sleep  wakyng,      6x0 
My  mirthe  and  meles  is  fastyng, 
My  countenaunce  is  nycete. 
And  al  abaved  wher-so  I  be. 
My  pees,  in  pledyng,  and  in  werre. 
Alias  !  how  myghte  I  fare  werre  ? 

'  My  boldnesse  is  turned  to  shame, 
For  fals  Fortune  hath  pleyd  a  game 
Atte  chess  with  me, — ^allas  !  the  while  I 


588.  Cesi^hus^  Sisyphus. 
598.  sont^.    All  read  sarffute,  a  contamination 
from  L  590. 
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The  liayteresse  fala,  anil  fu!  of  g)''s. 
Thnt  Bl  lichoteih,  and  no  thyng  hull,  ftm 
She  golh  uptight,  aait  yel  ^he  liitit, 
That  baggtth  ftiule,  »n<l  loketh  faire, 
The  diapilDiis^  debooaire  ! 
That  Gcnmcth  many  a  cr^lure. 
An  ydolc  of  fjls  portraylure 
Is  she,  for  »he  wol  sone  wricn. 
She  is  Ihe  monslte!!  heed  y-wtien. 
As  fillhe  over  y-slrawed  with  flonres. 
Hir  moslc  worship  and  hii  Hour  is 
kTo  lycti,  for  that  U  hit  naiurc ;  63a 

FWith-oute  feythe,  lawe,  or  mesure, 
^Sbe  is  fall ;  and  ever  laghyag 

With  oon  eye,  and  that  other  wepyng. 

Thnt  is  broght  up  she  scl  al  doun  ; 

I  likne  hir  to  the  scorpioun. 

That  is  a  fals,  flitcryng  bule, 

For  with  his  heed  he  makelh  fesle, 

Bui,  al  amydd  his  flaterynge, 

With  his  layle  he  wol  stynge 

And  envenyme ;  and  so  wol  she.         640 

She  is  thcnvyouse  Chatltc, 

That  is  ny  fals,  and  seroelh  weel, 

So  Cumclh  the  hir  false  wheel 

Abautc,  for  bit  is  no  Ihyng-  stable, 

Now  by  the  fite,  now  at  (able; 

For  many  oon  hath  she  Ihui  y-blent. 

She  is  pky  of  cnchauntement. 

Thai  semelh  oon,  and  is  not  so. 

The  false  theef  I  what  hath  she  do, 

TrowesI  Ihou  ?     By  our  Lord,  I  wol  thee 

*  Alte  ches  with  me  she  gan  to  pleye  ; 
With  hir  f^se  draughlcs  dyver« 
She  stal  on  me,  and  took  my  fers  ; 
And  whan  I  saw  my  fers  aweye. 
Alios  !  I  couthe  no  lenger  pleye. 
But  seyde,  "  Far-wel,  swele,  y-wys  I 
And  far-wel  al  that  ever  ther  is  ! " 
Ther-wiih  Fortune  seyde,  "  Chek  heer  ! " 
And  "  Mate  1  "  io  the  myd  poynl  of  the 

cliekkere. 
With  a  pau[;e  erreuni,  alias 


Fal  craftier  lu  pley  she  n 
f  Than  AUuUus  that  nude  (he 


u-SJ^Sb! 


rdye*  '^ 

■TO.     I^H 


First  of  the  ch(s,  so  was 
Bui  God  wolde,  I  had  » 
Y-coud  and  knowe  ilie  jeupaTdye* 
That  coude  ihe  Gieh  Pithagwes 
1  shulde  have  pleyde  the  bet  at  d  ' 
And  kept  my  ffis  ihe  bet  Iher-br. 

'  And  thogh  whetelo  ?  Vtjir  ti 
1  holde  that  wysh  nat  worth  %  (tKei  v 
Hit  had  be  never  the  bet  for  Bio, 
For  Fortune  can  so  many  ■  wyl^ 
Tlicr  be  but  fewe  can  hir  begyle, 
And  eek  she  is  Ihe  Iss  to  blame ; 
My-self  I  wolde  have  do  the  same, 
Before  Cod,  hadde  1  been  as  ibe. 
She  c^hle  the  more  excused  be  , 

For  Ihis.     I  say  yet  mote  ther-lo, — 
lladde  I  be  God  and  mj^te  have  Ja 
My  wille,  whan  my  fers  she  caughte,  9b 
I  wolde  have  drawe  the  same  dnu^Ub 
For,  also  wys  God  yive  me  resle  ! 
I  dar  wcl  swere,  she  look  the  besia 

'  But  through  that  draughte  I  haiilon 
My  blirae.     Alias  \  (hat  I  wai  ban.         ] 
Foi  evermore  I  Irowe  liewcly. 
For  al  my  wil,  my  lust  boolly 
Is  turned  ;  but  yet,  what  to  doMie? 
He  our  Lorde  !  hit  is  lo  deyc  soonfi 
For  no  thyng  I  ieve  hit  noght,  (9° 

But  lyve  and  deye  right  in  this  thoghL 
For  Ihere  nis  planele  in  firmament 
Ne  in  ayre,  nc  in  etthe,  noon  eletnral 
Thai  they  ne  yive  me  ■  yift  echoon 
Of  wepyng,  whan  I  am  alloon. 
For  whan  thai  I  avise  me  wd. 
And  bc-lhenke  roe  every-del. 
How  thai  ther  lyth  in  lekenjng 
In  my  sorwe  lor  no  Ihyng  ; 
And  bow  ther  leveih  no  ghu 
May  gliidde  me  of  my  A'  " 
Anil  how  I  have  lost  si  ' 
And  thet-lo  I  have  Di 
Than  may  I  say  1  have  r^ht  n 
And  whan  al  this  fallelh  in  n 
Alios,  than  am  I  overcome  I 
Foi  that  is  doon  Is  not  lo  ca 
I  have  more  sorwe  than  Thni 
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whan  I  herde  hym  telle  this  tale 
•itously,  as  I  yow  telle,  710 

le  myghte  I  lenger  dwelle, 
le  myn  herte  so  moche  wo. 
good  sir  ! '  quod  I,  *  say  not  so  ! 
K)m  pite  on  your  nature, 
>rmed  yow  to  creature, 
ibre  yow  of  Socrates, 
ne  counted  nat  three  strees 
ht  that  Fortune  coude  do.' 
,'  quod  he,  *  I  can  not  so.* 
ly  so,  sir  ?  yis,  parde  \ '  quod  I ; 
y  noght  soo,  for  trcwcly,  721 

ye  had  lost  the  ferses  twelve, 
i  for  sorwe  mordred  your  selve, 
Ide  be  dampned  in  this  cas 
ood  right  as  Medea  was, 
ow  hir  children  for  Jason  ; 
hyllis  also  for  Demophon 
lir-selfe,  so  weylaway  I 
had  broke  his  terme  day 
le  to  hir.     Another  rage  730 

ydo,  the  quene  eek  of  Cartage, 
low  hir  self,  for  Eneas 
Is  ; — which  a  foole  she  was. 
cquo  died,  for  Narcisus 
nat  love  hir ;  and  right  thus 
nany  another  foly  don. 
r  Dalida  dyed  Sampson, 
low  hym-self  with  a  pilere, — 
iT  is  no  man  a-lyve  here 
for  a  fers  make  this  wo  !  *         740 
ly  so  !  *  quod  he,  *  hyt  ys  nat  so ; 
rost  ful  lytel  what  thou  menest ; 
lost  more  than  thow  wenest.' 
ey,  how  that  may  be  ?  *  quod  I ; 
sir,  tel  me  al  hooUy 
it  wyse,  how,  why,  and  wherfore, 
e  have  thus  your  blisse  lore.* 
rthly,'  quod  he ;  'com  sit  adoun  I 
the  upon  a  condicioun 
lou  shalt  hooly  with  al  thy  wit    750 

rV.    All  read  £vcd  s^,    contamination 
ft/  in  line  above. 

k€  fersts  tmebfe^  i.e.  '  all  the  pieces  ex- 
kins;^  which  could  not  be  taken.  (Skeat.) 
*hylTis  committed  suicide  from  fear  that 
lon  had  forgotten  her,  and  was  changed 
ee.  Demophon  was  a  son  of  Theseus. 
icqmOy  Echo.  All  these  examples  occur 
omoH  d*  la  Rose, 
lalida^  Delilah. 


Do  thyn  entent  to  herkene  hit' 
'  Yis,  sir  ! ' 

*  Swere  thy  trouthe  ther-to.' 

*  Gladly.' 

*  Do  than  holde  her-to.' 
'  I  shal,  right  blythly,  so  God  me  save  ! 
Hoolly  with  al  the  wit  I  have 
Here  yow  as  wel  as  I  kan.' 

*  A  Goddes  half  I '  quod  he,  and  began : 

•  Sir,'  quod  he,  *  sith  first  I  kouthe 
Have  any  maner  wit  fro  youthe. 

Or  kyndely  understondjrng  760 

To  comprehende  in  any  thyng 

What  love  was  in  myn  owne  wit, 

Dredeles  I  have  ever  yit 

Be  tributary  and  yiven  rente 

To  love,  hooly  with  goode  entente, 

And  through  plesaunce  become  his  thral 

With  good  wil,  body,  herte,  and  al. 

Al  this  I  putte  in  his  servage. 

As  to  my  lorde,  and  dide  homage, 

And  ful  devoutly  I  prayde  hym  to,      770 

He  shulde  besette  myn  herte  so. 

That  hit  plesance  to  hym  were. 

And  worship  to  my  lady  dere. 

*And    this   was    longe,  and  many  a 
yeer, 
Or  that  myn  herte  was  set  owher, 
That  I  dide  thus,  and  nystc  why, 
I  trowe,  hit  cam  me  kyndely. 
Peraunter  I  was  therto  most  able. 
As  a  whyt  wal  or  a  table. 
For  hit  is  redy  to  cacche  and  take       780 
Al  that  men  wil  therynne  make, 
Whethir-so  men  wil  portreye  or  peynte. 
Be  the  werkes  never  so  queynte. 

*  And  thilke  tyme  I  fcrde  right  so 
I  was  able  to  have  lemed  tho. 

And  to  have  kenned  as  wel  or  better 

Paraunter  other  art  or  letter. 

But  for  love  cam  first  in  my  thought, 

Therfore  I  forgat  hit  nought. 

I  chees  love  to  my  firste  craft,  790 

Therfore  hit  is  with  me  lafl. 

For  why  ?  I  took  hit  of  so  yong  age 

That  malice  hadde  my  corage 

Nat  that  tyme  turned  to  no  thyng. 

Through  to  mochel  knowlechyng. 

For  that  tyme  Youthe,  my  maistresse, 

Governed  me  in  ydelnesse, 
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s  in  m;  HrstF  youihe, 
d  [ho  All  litel  good  i  cnuihc, 
>r  al  my  weikts  were  flitiynge  Srr 

it  tyme,  and  thoghtis  varyinge, 
■le  to  mc  ylychc  good, 
I  knew  tho,  but  Uiua  hil  stood. 
'  Hil  ha.pped  that  I  cam  on  a  day 
B  place  Iher  that  I  say 
^rewly  the  fayiest  companye 
^[  ladyes,  that  ever  man  with  ye 
seen  to-^edres  in  oo  place. 
I  clepe  hyt  hap,  other  grace 
broghie    me    Iher  ?      Nay,    bnt 

That  is  to  lyen  fill  comiine, — 
The  raise  Iraytcresse,  pervers  ! 
God  wolde  1  coude  clepe  hir  wera  I 
For  now  she  worclielh  me  dil  wo, 
[i  And  I  wo!  telle  soiie  why  so. 

■  Among  Ibcw  Udiei  thus  echoon, 
Ih  Id  seycn,  1  tnu^h  oon 
iHi  was  lyk  noon  of  the  rontc, 
ir  I  dar  swcre,  wilhoule  doule. 
f  That  OS  the  sometes  sonnv  bryghl        a» 

Js  fairer,  clerer,  and  hath  more  lyghl 
KTIion  any  other  plonelc  in  lieven, 
^'     mone,  or  the  stetrca  acvcu  % 
For  al  the  worldi  so  had  she 
Surmounted  hem  nlle  of  beaute, 
,  and  of  comlynesse, 
!,  and  of  wbI  set  gladnessc, 
f  Of  goodlihede,  so  wel  be-seye, — 
■  Shoitly,  whit  ihiii  I  more  scye  i" 
I  fiy  God,  and  by  his  halwcs  twelve^      Bjo 
■lUt  was  my  iwetc,  ryghl  as  hir-selve  I 
K5he  had  so  sledfasl  counlcnaunce, 
I*  So  nuble  port  and  meyntenaunec. 
I  And  Inve,  that  had  wel  herd  my  bone, 
EHaiI  cspycJ  me  thus  sone, 
I  Thai  she  fill  tone,  in  my  Ihoght, 
I  As  heipe  me  QoA,  so  was  y-eaiight 
B  So  sodeoly,  ihai  1  ne  took 
iKo  mxnei  cuuiweyl,  but  at  hit  look 
I^Anil  nt  myn  h«1c  i  fur-why,  fair  yen   >4a 
"    gladly,  I  Irow,  myn  herlc  syen. 
II  purely  tho  myn  ovm^  ihoghl 
Seyde  hit  were  bclcr  urve  hir  for  ooehl 

.    All  rta<tiiW»|L-aii(luriwiitlM  lire 
>.  U|r  Cbrlii  and  tli>  Imlw  apeulB. 


''^ 


Than  with  a-nother  to  he  vd> 
it  was  sooth,  for  eveiydel 
1  wil  a>Q(>on  right  telle  the  wb; 
saw  hir  daimce  so  comUh 
Carole  and  synge  so  swetcly, 
Laughe  and  pleyc  so  womanly, 
.^nd  toke  so  debonairly. 
So  goodly  spcke,  and  so  friondly, 
That  certes,  1  trowe  thai  em 
seyn  so  blisful  a  treaore 
every  heer  on  hir  hede, 
Solh  to  seyn,  it  was  not  rede, 
Nc  nouihet  yelw,  ne  broun  it 
Me  ihoghtc  most  lyk  gold  it  i 

>  And  whiche  yen  my  lady 
Debonair,  goode,  glade,  and  sadde, 
Symple,  of  goode  mochel,  tioghl  b 
Ther-to  hir  look  nas  oa[  a-syde, 
Nc  overihwett,  bnt  liewt  so  -wtA, 
nil  drew  and  look  up 
Alle  that  on  hir  gan  be-holdc. 
Hir  yen  semed  anoon  she  wsl 
Hnve  mercy, — fimljs  wiuideB 
But  hil  via  nerer  the  ni ' 
Hil  nos  no  counttefeled 
Hil  was  hir  owne  pore  |i 
That  the  goddess^  danx 
Had  made  hem  opene  bym 
And  close  ;  for  were  she  na 
Hir  lokyng  yms  not  foly  ipi 
Ne  witdcly,  thogh  that  ijie  _ 
But  ever  me  thoghle  hii  JFoi  M 
"  By  Goil,  my  wralhe  I>  al  fb 

'  Therwith  hir  lisle  «0  W 
That  dulnesse  was  of  hli  a 
She  nis  to  sobre,  ne  to  gb 
In  iXii  ihyncibi  more  awMi 
Had  never,  I  Irowe,  cteati 
Itut  many  oon  with  hir  lake  d 
And  ihal  sal  hir  ftU  lyt«  X  ' 
For  she  knew  no-tbyog  of 
Bui  whether  she  knew,  or 
.Mgatc  she  ne  roghle  of  hi 
To  gcte  hir  love  nno  net  i 
Thai  woned  al  home,  than  hi 
The  forme«t  was  alway  bchyn 
But  good*  frilkc,  over  al  oth 
Sbc  loved  as  man  may  do  fai 
Of  wliiche  love  the  waj 
In  (kilful  places  llut  b 
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J]  a  visage  had  she  Iher-lo  ! 

in  disciyven  liil ! 
boihe  English  >nd  wit 
>  hit  at  the  fulle, 
spirits  be  so  dulle 
lyng  foe  to  devyse.  jcxj 

it  that  can  suiflse 
enden  hir  beaut^ 
che  dar  I  seyn,  that  she 
Ctesh,  and  lyvely  hewed  ; 
ay  hii  beaule  newed  ; 
[  face  was  aldcT'besl ; 
Valure  had  swich  test 
II  fair,  that  tiCwly  she 
efpationof  beaulJ, 
nsample  of  al  hir  wetke,    910 
: :  for  be  hit  never  so  derke, 
1  I  se  hir  ever-mo  ; 
>Te-over,  (hogh  alle  (ho 
ved  were  now  a-lyve, 
Ide  have  founde  lo  diskryve 
e  a  wikkcd  signe  ; 
sad,  tyiDple,  and  benygne. 
ich  a  goodly,  sofle  speche 
ele,  my  lyves  leche  ! 
ind  so  wel  y-grounded,      910 
1  so  wel  y-founded, 

.were  wel  by  the  rode, 
e  was  never  founde 
■ovnynge  tacounde, 
jnged,  ne  scorned  lassc, 
e  hete  ;  thai  by  ihe  masse 
re,  (hogh  the  pope  hit  songe, 
IS  never  yet  through  hir  tooge 
nan  gretly  harmed,  93a 

ler  was  al  barm  hyd  ; 
eryi^  in  hir  worde, 
hir  symple  records 
as  (rewe  as  any  bondc, 
>f  any  mannes  hondc. 
le  koude  never  a  del, 
(h  al  the  world  ful  wel. 
:h  a  faimesse  of  a  nekke 
lete,  (ha(  boon  nor  brekke 

H  ti'hiU,   rodj,  etc.     Ske:i(  omita 
oiliihepoinlofl.flieajKliheineire 


Nas  (her  non  sene  thai  mys-sat ;  940 

Hit  was  smolhe,  streght,  and  pure  flat, 
Wylh-outen  hole  ;  noi  canel  boon. 
As  be  semynge,  had  she  noon. 

Semed  a  round  loui  of  yvoire, 

Of  good  grelnesse,  and  noght  to  grete. 

'And  gode,  faire.  While,  she  hcle,— 
That  was  my  lady  name  ryght,— 
She  was  bolhe  faire  and  bryght. 
She  hadde  nut  hii  name  wrong.  fjs 

Right  faire  shuldt^,  and  body  long, 
She  hadde,  and  aimes,  every  li(h 
FaKyssh,  flesshy,  not  greet  (herwith  ; 
Right  white  handes,  and  nayles  rede, 
Rounde  bresles :  and  of  good  brede 
Hir  hippes  were,  a  stieight  flat  bak. 
I  knew  on  hir  non  other  lak, 
That  al  hir  lymmes  nete  pursewing. 
In  as  fer  as  I  had  knowyng. 

'  Thetio  she  coude  so  wel  pleye,      960 
Whan  that  hir  lyste,  that  I  dar  seye 
That  she  was  lyk  to  torche  bright 
That  every  man  may  (ake  of  light 
Vnogh,  and  hii  ha(h  never  the  lesse, 

'  Of  maner  and  of  comlyncsse. 
Right  so  ferde  my  lady  dere, 
For  every  wyght  of  hir  manere 
Myght  cacche  yn<^h,  if  thai  he  wolde, 
If  he  had  yen  hir  (o  be-holde  ; 
For  I  dar  swere  wel  if  that  she  -^v 

lladde  among  ten  thousand  be, 
She  wolde  have  be,  al  Ihe  leste, 
A  cheef  mirour  of  al  the  feslp, 
Thogh  they  had  stonden  in  a  rowe. 
To  mennes  Jfen  that  coude  have  knowe. 
For  wher.so  men  had  pleyed  or  waked, 
Me  thoghte  (he  felawship  as  naked 
Withou(en  hir.  Iha(  saw  I  ones. 
As  a  coioune  withoute  stones. 
Trewly  she  was  (o  myn  ye  9E0 

The  soleyn  fenii  of  Arabye, 
For  ther  lyvclh  never  but  oon  ; 
Ne  swich  as  she  ne  knew  I  noon. 

'  To  speke  of  goodnesse  ;  Irewly  she 
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lladdc  as  moche  debonairt^ 

As  ever  hadde  Hester  in  the  Bible, 

And  more,  gif  more  were  possible. 

And  soth  to  seyne,  therwyth-al 

She  had  a  wyt  so  general, 

So  hool  cnclyned  to  alle  gode,  990 

That  al  hir  wyt  was  set,  by  the  rode, 

VVith-oute  malyce  upon  gladnesse  ; 

And  thcr-to  I  saw  never  yet  a  lesse 

Harmful  than  she  was  in  doyng. 

I  sey  nat  that  she  ne  had  knowyng 

What  harm  was,  or  ellcs  she 

Had  coud  no  good,  so  thynketh  me. 

*  And  trewly,  for  to  speke  of  trouthe, 
But  she  hadde  had,  it  hadde  be  routhe. 
Therof  she  had  so  moche  hir  del,        xooo 
And  I  dar  seyn,  and  swcre  hit  wel, 
That  Trouthe  hym-self,  over  al  and  al. 
Had  chose  his  maner  principal 

In  hir,  that  was  his  restyng-place. 

Ther-to  she  hadde  the  moste  grace 

To  have  stedfast  perscveraunce 

An  esy,  atcmpre  governaunce. 

That  ever  I  knew,  or  wyste  yit, 

So  pure,  sufTraunt,  was  hir  wyt. 

And  resoun  gladly  she  understood  ;    loio 

Hit  folowed  wel  she  coude  good. 

She  used  gladly  to  do  wel : 

These  were  hir  maners  everydel. 

*  Therwith  she  loved  so  wel  right, 
She  wrong  do  wolde  to  no  wyght ; 
No  wyght  myghte  do  hir  no  shame. 
She  loved  so  wel  hir  owne  name. 

Hir  luste  to  holde  no  wyght  in  honde, 
Ne,    be    thou     sikcr,    she    wolde    not 

fonde 
To  holdc  no  wyght  in  balaunce  loao 

By  half  word,  ne  by  countenaunce, 
But  if  men  wolde  upon  hir  lye  ; 
Nc  sendc  men  in-to  Walakye, 
To  Pruysc,  and  in-to  Tartarye, 
To  Alysaundre,  ne  in-to  Turkye  ; 
And  bidde  hym  faste,  anoon  that  he 
Go  hoodies  in-to  the  drye  se, 

986.  Hester^  Esther.^ 

X024.  Pruyse,  Prussia. 

10^7.  the  drye  se.  According  to  Mr.  Brae 
(Appendix  to  his  cd.  of  Chaucer  s  Astrolabe^  p. 
loi)  this  refers  to  the  variable  Ijike  Czirknitz, 
ne.-ir  I..iibach,  N.E.  of  Trieste,  which  is  some- 
times dry. 


And  come  hoom  by  the  Carrenare ; 
And  seye,  **  Sir,  be  now  right  ware 
That  I  may  of  yow  here  seyn  1030 

Worship,  or  that  ye  come  ageyn  ! '' 
She  ne  used  no  suche  knakkes  smale. 

*  But  wherfor  that  I  telle  my  tale  ? 
Right  on  this  same,  as  I  have  seyd, 
Was  hoolly  al  my  love  leyd, 

For  certes,  she  was,  that  swete  wyf 
My  suffisaunce,  my  lust,  my  Ijrf, 
Myn  hap,  myn  hele,  and  al  my  blisse, 
My  worldes  welfare,  and  my  [goode  lisK,] 
And  I  hoolly  hirs,  and  everydeL'       1040 

*  By  our  Lord,*  quod   I,  •  I  trowe  pw 

wel  ! 
llardely,  your  love  was  wel  beset, 
I  not  how  ye  myghte  have  do  beL' 
'  Bet  ?  ne  noght  so  wel  ! '  quod  he. 

*  I  trowe  hit,  sir,*  quod  I,  *parde!* 

*  Nay,  leve  hit  wel !  * 

'  Sire,  so  do  I ; 
I  leve  yow  wel,  that  trewely 
Yow  thoghte  that  she  ^as  the  beste, 
And  to  be-holde  the  alderfayreste,      1049 
Who  so  had  loked  hir  with  your  cyen ' — 

*  With  myn  ?  nay,  alle  that  hir  seyen 
Seyde,  and  sworen  hyt  was  so. 

And  thogh  they  ne  hadde,  I  wolde  the 
Have  loved  best  my  lady  fre, 
Thogh  I  hadde  had  al  the  beaut^ 
That  ever  hadde  Alcipyades, 
And  al  the  strengthe  of  Ercules, 
And  therto  hadde  the  worthynesse 
Of  Alysaundre,  and  al  the  rychesse 
That  ever  was  in  Babyloyne,  xo6t 

In  Cartage,  or  in  Macedoyne, 
Or  in  Rome,  or  in  Nynjrv^ ; 
And  therto  also  as  hardy  be 
As  was  Ector,  so  have  I  joye. 
That  Achilles  slow  at  Troye, — 
And  thcr-for  was  he  slayn  also 
In  a  temple,  for  bothe  two 
Were  slayn,  he  and  Antylegyus, 

1028.  Mr.  Brae  suggests  that  this  b  the  Cu 
of  Camaro  or  Quamaro  in  the  Adriatic  to  whic 
Dante  refers;  ci>.  Inf.  ix.  1x3.  It  is  within  \ 
miles  of  I^ke  Czirknitz. 

1039.  goode  lisse.  All  read  goddesse*  Ske: 
iisse. 

1056.  AieiJyeuieSf  Alcibiades. 

1068.  AntyUgyus^  Antilochus. 
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seyth  Dares  Frigius, 

j  of  Polixena, —  X070 

as  wys  as  Mjmerva, 

ever,  withoute  drede, 
•ved  hir,  for.  I  moste  nede  I 
ode  !"     nay,     trewly,    I     gabbe 
now, — 

*nede,"  and  I  wol  telle  how, 
;ood  wille  myn  herte  it  wolde, 
c  to  love  hir  I  was  holde, 
he  faireste  and  the  beste. 

was  as  good,  so  have  I  reste, 

was  Penelope  of  Grece,  xo8o 

le  noble  wyf  Lucrece, 
is  the  beste, — he  telleth  thus 
mayn,  Tytus  Lyvyus, — 
>  as  good,  and  no  th3mg  lyke, 
hir  stories  be  autentyke  ; 
>he  was  as  trewe  as  she. 

wherfor  that  I  telle  the 

first  my  lady  say  ? 
ight  yong,  soth  to  say, 

greet  need  I  hadde  to  leme   1090 
ny  herte  wolde  yern 
,  it  was  a  greet  emprise  ; 
my  wyt  coude  beste  suffise, 
ly  yonge,  childly  wyt, 
te  drede,  I  be-sette  hit 

hir  in  my  beste  wyse, 
lir  worship,  and  the  servise. 
coude  tho,  by  my  trouthe, 
te  feynyng,  outher  slouthe, 
nder  fayn  I  wolde  hir  se. 
mochel  hit  amended  me, 
han  I  saw  hir  first  a-morwe, 
irarished  of  al  my  sorwe 
ay  after,  til  hit  were  eve  ; 
ghte  no-thyng  myghte  me  greve, 
ly  sorwes  never  so  smerte  ; 
t  she  syt  so  in  myn  herte, 
|r  my  trouthe,  I  nolde  noght, 
this  worlde,  out  of  my  thoght 
ly  lady  ;  no,  trewely  1 ' 


IXOO 


IXIO 


Dares  Phryglus,  the  Trojan  priest  of 
in  whose  name  the  popular  spuriotis 
f  Troy  was  written  by  a  Roman  after  the 
tome.  The  reference  here,  however,  is 
ediasval  version  of  the  story,  written  by 
die  Colonne,  which  was  based  on  Benoit 
e-Maure's  Roman  de  Troie. 
Possibly,  as  Skeat  thinks,  tfu  has  been 
before  sothf  but  cp.  1.  xx8o. 


*  Now,  by  my  trouthe,  sir,*  quod  I, 

'  Me  thynketh  ye  have  such  a  chaunce, 
As  shrift  wythoute  r^pcntaunce.* 

*  *  *  R^pentaunce ! "  nay,  fy  !  *  quod  he, 

*  Shulde  I  now  repente  me 

To  love  ?  nay,  certes,  than  were  I  wel 

Wers  than  was  Achitofel, 

Or  Anthenor,  so  have  I  joye. 

The  traytour  that  betraysed  Troye, 

Or  the  false  Genellon,  xxao 

He  that  purchased  the  treson 

Of  Rowland  and  of  Olyvere. 

Nay,  whil  I  am  a-lyve  here 

I  nyl  foryete  hir,  never  mo  ! ' 

*  Now,  goode  sire,*  quod  I  tho, 

*  Ye  han  wel  told  me  her-before, 
Hit  is  no  need  to  reherse  hit  more 
How  ye  sawe  hir  first,  and  where  ; 
But  wolde  ye  telle  me  the  manere 

To  hir  which  was  your  firste  speche, — 
Therof  I  wolde  yow  be-seche, —         X131 
And  how  she  knewe  first  your  thoght, 
Whether  ye  loved  hir  or  noght. 
And  telleth  me  eek  what  ye  have  lore, 
I  herde  yow  telle  herbefore.* 

*  Ye,*    seyde    he,     *  thou    nost    what 

thou  menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  wenest.* 

*  What  los  is  that  ? '  quod  I  tho  ; 

*  Nyl  she  not  love  yow  ?  is  hit  so  ? 

Or  have  ye  oght  doon  amys,  1x40 

That  she  hath  left  yow  ?  is  it  this  ? 
For  Goddes  love,  telle  me  al.* 

*  Be-fore  God,'  quod  he,  *  and  I  shal. 
I  saye  right  as  I  have  seyd, 

On  hir  was  al  my  love  leyd, 
And  yet  she  nyste  it  never  a  del 
Noght  longe  tyme,  leve  it  wel  ! 
For  be  right  siker,  I  durste  noght, 
For  al  this  worlde,  tel  hir  my  thoght, 
Ne  I  wolde  have  wratthed  hir  trewely. 
For  wostow  why?  she  was  lady  xxsi 

Of  the  body, — she  had  the  herte, 
And  who  hath  that  may  not  asterte. 

*  But,  for  to  kepe  me  fro  ydelnesse, 

1 1 20.  Genellon^  one  of  Charlemagne's  officers, 
whose  treachery  caused  the  defeat  at  Roncevaux 
and  the  death  of  Roland. 

1 122.  Rotvland  and  Oliver^  the  two  most 
celebrated  of  Charlemagne's  knights. 

XX46.  All  read  not  never. 
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Trewly  I  did  my  besyncsse 
To  make  songes,  as  I  best  coude ; 
And  ofte  tyme  I  song  hem  loude, 
And  made  songes  thus  a  greet  del, 
Al  thogh  I  coude  not  make  so  wel 
Songes,  ne  knowe  the  art  al  xi6o 

As  coude  Lamekes  sone,  Tubal, 
That  fond  out  first  the  art  of  songe  ; — 
For  as  his  brothres  hamcrs  ronge 
Upon  his  anvclt  up  and  doun 
Therof  he  took  the  firste  soun  ; 
But  Grekes  seyn  Pictagoras, 
That  he  the  firste  fynder  was 
Of  the  art,  Aurora  telleth  so  ; 
But  therof  no  fors,  of  hem  two. 
Algates,  songes  thus  I  made  X170 

Of  my  felyng,  myn  herte  to  glade. 
And  lo  !  this  was  the  alther-firste, — 
I  not  wher  it  were  the  werste. 

Lordcy  hyt  makeih  myn  herte  lyght 
ir/ian  I  tJunke  on  that  swete  wyght 
That  is  so  semely  on  to  see  ; 
And  tvisshe  to  God  it  myght  so  bee 

That  she  luoldc  holde  me  for  hirknyght^ 
My  lady  that  is  so  fair  and  bright  I 

*  Now  have  I  told  the,  soth  to  saye. 
My  firste  song.      Upon  a  daye  nSi 
I  l)e-thoghte  me  what  wo 

And  sorwe  that  I  suffred  tho 

For  hir,  and  yet  she  wyste  it  noght, 

Ne  telle  hir  durste  I  nat  my  thoght. 

Alias  !  thoghte  I,  I  can  no  reed ; 

And  but  I  telle  hir  1  nam  but  deed. 

And  if  I  telle  hir,  to  seye  right  sooth, 

I  am  a-dred  she  wol  be  wrooth. 

Alias  !  wliat  shal  I  thanne  do?  1190 

*  In  this  debat  I  was  so  wo, 

Me  tlioghte  myn  herte  braste  a-tweyn  I 

So  at  the  Liste,  soth  to  sayn, 

I  be-lhoghte  me  that  Nature 

Nc  formed  never  in  creature 

So  mochc  beaute,  trewely, 

And  bount6,  wyth-oute  mercy. 

1161.   Tubal,  an  error  for  Jubal,  '  the  father  of 
all  such  as  handle  the  harp  aid  organ.' 

1166.  /'/V/fii.'i7r/M,  Pythagoras. 

X168.  Auf-orx,  a  I^tin  metrical  version  of  parts 
of  the  Hihic  allegorized  by  Petrus  de  Riga,  Canon 
of  Rhcims,  in  the  12th  century. 
^  WTi.  the  althcr-firste.     All  omit  the^  but  the 
rime  proves  the  nece&sity  of  the  demonstrative. 


'  In  hope  of  that  my  tale  I  tolde 
With  sorwe,  as  that  I  never  sholde 
For  nedes  ;  and,  maugree  my  heed,  laoo 
I  moste  have  told  hir  or  be  deed. 
I  not  wel  how  that  I  began, 
Ful  evel  rehersen  liit  I  can. 
And  cek,  as  helpe  me  God,  with*al 
I  trowe  hit  was  in  the  dismal 
That  was  the  ten  woundes  of  Egipte, 
For  many  a  word  I  over-skipte 
In  my  tale,  for  pure  fere 
Lest  my  wordes  mys-set  were  ; 
With  sorwful  herte,  and  woundes  dede, 
Softe,  and  quakyng  for  pure  drede      tzxi 
And  shame,  and  styntyng  in  my  tale 
For  ferde,  and  myn  hewe  al  pale, 
Ful  ofte  I  wex  bothe  pale  and  reed ; 
Bowyng  to  hir,  I  heng  the  heed, 
I  durste  nat  ones  loke  hir  on. 
For  wit,  manere,  and  al  was  goon. 
I  seyde  **  Mercy  ! "  and  no  more. 
Hit  nas  no  game,  hit  sat  me  sore. 

*  So  at  the  laste,  sooth  to  seyn,       izao 
Whan  that  myn  herte  was  come  agejm. 
To  telle  shortly  al  my  speche. 
With  hool  herte  I  gan  hir  beseche 
That  she  wolde  be  my  lady  swete  ; 
And  swor,  and  gan  hir  hertely  hete 
Ever  to  be  stedfast  and  trewe. 
And  love  hir  alwey  freshly  newe, 
And  never  other  lady  have. 
And  al  hir  worship  for  to  save 
As  I  best  coude, — I  swor  hir  this, —  xvf* 
**  For  youres  is  al  that  ever  iher  b 
For  evermore,  myn  herte  swete  1 
And  never  to  false  yow,  but  I  mete, 
I  nyl,  as  wys  God  helpe  me  so ! " 

'  And  whan  I  hadde  my  tale  y-do, 
God  wot  she  acounted  nat  a  stree 
Of  al  my  tale,  so  thoghte  me. 
To  telle  shortly,  right  as  it  is, 
Trewly  hir  answere  hit  was  this ; 
I  can  not  now  wel  counterfete  is^o 

Hir  wordes,  but  this  was  the  grete 
Of  hir  answere  :  she  sayde,  **  Nay ! " 
Al-outerly.     Alias  !  that  day 
The  sorwe  I  suffred  and  the  wo, 

1205.  disma*.  on  an  evil  day;  Anclo-FrenoJ 
dis  mtU  (LAt.  diet  mali^  The  form  of  the  vo^ 
caused  it  to  be  used  as  an  a^jectiva  later. 
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ewly  Cassandra,  that  so 
ed  the  destruccioun 
ye  and  of  Ilioun, 
;ver  swich  sorwe  as  I  tho. 
2  no  more  say  ther-to 
re  fere,  but  stal  away  ;  1250 

us  I  lyved  ful  many  a  day, 
ewely,  I  hadde  no  need, 
•  than  my  beddes  heed, 
a  day  to  seche  sorwe ; 
hit  redy  every  morwe, 
ly  I  loved  hir  in  no  gere. 
hit  befel  another  yere, 
;hte  ones  I  wolde  fonde 
hir  knowe  and  understonde 
;  and  she  wel  understood         z36o 
ne  wilned  no  thyng  but  good, 
orship,  and  to  kepe  hir  name 
lie  thyng,  and  drede  hir  shame, 
IS  so  besy  hir  to  serve, 
te  were  I  shulde  sterve, 
at  I  wilned  noon  harm  y-wys. 
whan  my  lady  knew  al  this, 
ly  yaf  me  al  hoolly 
>ble  yift  of  hir  mercy, 
;  hir  worship  by  al  weyes  ;        1270 
5,  1  mene  noon  other  weyes. 
erwith  she  yaf  me  a  ryng, 
;  hit  was  the  firste  thyng  ; 
myn  herte  was  y-waxe 
:hat  is  no  need  to  axe  ! 
pe  me  God,  I  was  as  blyve 
1,  as  fro  dethe  to  lyve, 
lappes  the  alder-bcste, 
addest,  and  the  moste  at  reste. 
iwely  that  swete  wyght  laSo 

I  hadde  wrong  and  she  the  right, 
>lde  alway  so  goodely 
ve  me  so  debonairly  1 
my  youthe,  in  alle  chaunce 
ok  me  in  hir  govemaunce. 
erwyth  she  was  alway  so  trewe 
ye  was  ever  y-liche  newe,  • 
irtes  wem  so  even  a  payre 
lever  nas  that  oon  contraire 
t  other,  for  no  wo  ;  1290 

the  y-liche  they  suffred  tho 
•sse,  and  eek  00  sorwe  bothe  ; 

hyng.    All  read  thynges^  unidiomatically. 


Y-liche  they  were  bothe  gladdeand  wrolhe, 
Al  was  us  oon  withoute  were. 
And  thus  we  lyved  ful  many  a  yere 
So  wel,  I  can  nat  telle  how.' 

*  Sir,'  quod  I,  *  wher  is  she  now  ? ' 

*  "  Now  !  "  *  quod  he,  and  stynte  anoon. 
Therwith  he  wex  as  deed  as  stoon 

And  seyde,  *  Alias,  that  I  was  bore  !  1300 
That  was  the  los,  that  her-before 
I  tolde  the  that  I  hadde  lorn ; 
Bethenk  how  I  seyde  herbefom  ; 
"Thow  wost  ful  litel  what  thou  menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  wenest ! " 
God  wot,  alias  !  right  that  was  she  ! ' 

*  Alias  !  sir,  how  ?  what  may  that  be  ? ' 

*  She  ys  deed  ! ' 

*Nay!* 

*  Yis,  by  my  trouthe ! ' 

*  Is  that   your    los  ?   by   God,   hit   is 

routhe  !  * 
And  with  that  worde  right  anoon        1310 
They  gan  to  strake  forth  ;  al  was  doon 
For  that  tyme,  the  hert-huntyng. 

With  that  roe  thoghte  that  this  kyng 
G^n  homwardes  for  to  ryde. 
Unto  a  place  was  ther  besyde. 
Which  was  from  us  but  a  lyte  ; 
A  long  castel  with  walles  white 
Be  Seynt  Johan  !  on  a  riche  hil. 
As  me  mette  ;  but  thus  hyt  fil. 

Ryght  thus  me  mette,  as  I  yow  telle,  1320 
That  in  the  castell  ther  was  a  belle, 
As  hit  hadde  smyten  houres  twelve. 

Therewyth  I  a-wook  my  selve 
And  fond  me  lying  in  my  bed  ; 
And  the  book  that  I  hadde  red, 
Of  Alcyone  and  Seys  the  kyng, 
And  of  the  goddes  of  slepyng, 
I  fond  it  in  myn  honde  ful  even. 

Thoghte  I,  *  This  is  so  queynt  a  swevcn, 
That  I  wol,  be  processe  of  tyme,         1330 
Fonde  to  putte  this  sweven  in  ryme 
As  I  can  best ' ;  and  that  anoon. 
This  was  my  sweven  ;  now  hit  is  doon  ! 

1311.  All   read   Gan  komward^  which  seems 
to  malce  the  line  too  short. 

1317.  A  long  castel^  presumably  Windsor. 
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THE  COMPLEYNTE  UNTO 
PITE 

Complainte  of  the  Deathe  of  Pitie^  in 
Sf(nue*s  hand, 

PiTk  that  I  have  sought  so  yore  ago 
With  herte  sore  and  ful  of  besy  peyne, 
That  in  this  worlde  was  never  wight  so  wo 
With-oute  dethe  ;  and  if  I  shal  not  feyne, 
My  purpos  was  to  Pite  to  compleyne 
Upon  the  crueltee  and  tirannye 
Of  Love,  that  for  my  trouthe  doth  me  dye. 

And  when  that  I,  by  lengthe  of  certeyn 
yeres, 
Had  evere  in  oon  a  tyme  sought  to  speke. 
To  Pite  ran  I,  al  bespreynt  with  teres,   lo 
To  preyen  hir  on  Crueltee  me  a  wreke ; 
But  er  I  myght  with  any  worde  out-breke, 
Or  tellen  any  of  my  peynes  smerte, 
I  fond  hir  deed  and  buried  in  an  herte. 

Adoun  fel  I  when  that  I  saugh  the  herse, 
Deed  as  a  stoon,  whyl  that  the  swogh  me 

laste  ; 
But  up  I  rocs  with  colour  ful  dyverse, 
And  pitously  on  hir  myn  eyen  I  caste, 
And  ner  the  corps  I  gan  to  presen  faste, 
And  for  the  soule  I   shoop  me   for  to 

preye ;  ao 

I  nas  but  lome,  ther  was  no  more  to  sey. 

Thus  am  I  slayn  sith  that  Pite  is  deed  ; 
Alias  the  day  !  that  ever  hit  shulde  falle  ! 
What  maner  man  dar  now  holde  up  his 

heed  ? 
To  whom  shal  any  sorwful  herte  calle  ? 
Now  Crueltee  hath  cast  to  sleen  us  alle. 
In  ydel  hope,  folk  redelees  of  peyne, — 
Sith  she  is  deed,  to  whom  shul  we  com- 
pleyne ? 

But  yet  encreseth  me  this  wonder  newe,  29 
That  no  wight  woot  that  she  is  deed  but  I ; 
So  mony  men  as  in  her  tyme  hir  knewe, 
And  yet  she  dyed  not  so  sodeynly ; 
For  I  have  sought  hir  ever  ful  besily 
Sith  I  first  hadde  vrit  or  mannes  myndc  ; 
But  she  was  deed  er  that  I  coude  hir  fynde. 


91.  na$*    All  read  vmu. 


Aboute  hir  herse  ther  stoden  lustily, 
Withouten  any  wo,  as  thoughte  me, 
Bountee  parfit,  wel-anned  and  richely. 
And  fresshe  Beautee,  Lust  and  Jolitee, 
Assured  Maner,  Youthe  and  Honestee,  «e 
Wisdom,  Estaat,  and  Dreed,  and  Govern- 

aunce, 
Confedred  bothe  by  bonde  and  alUaniice. 

A  compleynte  hadde  I  writen  in  myn 
bond. 
For  to  have  put  to  Pite  as  a  bille  ; 
But  whan  I  al  this  companye  ther  fond. 
That  rather  wolden  al  my  cause  spille 
Than  do  me  help,  I  held  my  pleynte  stille; 
For  to  tho  folk,  with-outen  any  fiule, 
Withoute  Pite  may  no  bille  availe. 

Then  leve  I  al  thise  vertues,  sauf  Pit^  so 
Kepyng  thecorps,  as  ye  have  herd  meseyn, 
Cofedred  alle  by  bonde  of  Cruelte, 
And  ben  assented  that  I  shal  be  deyn. 
And  I  have  put  my  Complejmte  up  ageyn; 
For  to  my  foes  my  bille  I  dar  not  shewe, 
Theffect  of  which  seith  thus  in  wordes  fewe. 


The  Bille 

Humblest  of  herte,  highest  of  reverence, 
Benygne  flour,  coroune  of  vertues  alle ! 
Sheweth  un-to  your  rial  excellence 
Your  servaunt,  if  I  durste  me  so  calle,  60 
His  mortal  harm  in  which  he  is  y-falle; 
And  noght  al  only  for  his  evel  fare, 
But  for  your  renoun,  as  he  shal  declare. 

Hit    stondeth    thus,    your    contraire 

Crueltee 
Allyed  is  ageynst  your  regalye. 
Under  colour  of  womanly  Beantee, — 
For    men    ne    shulde    not    knowe    hir 

tirannye, — 
W^ith  Bountee,  Gentilesse,  and  Curtesye, 
And  hath  depryved  yow  now  of  your  place, 
That   highte     '  Beautee    apertenant    to 

Grace.'  70 

41.  All  omit  and  after  EsituU;  Ten  Brink  sup* 
pUe^  it. 
67.  All  omit  H€t  which  Ten  Brink  supplies. 
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For  kyndly,  by  your  heritage  right, 
Ye  been  annexed  ever  unto  Bountee, 
And  verrayly  ye  oughte  do  your  myght 
To  helpe  Trouihe  in  his  adversitee. 
Ye  been  also  the  coroune  of  Beautee, 
And  certes,  if  ye  wanten  in  thise  tweyne 
The  world  is  lore ;  ther  nis  no  more  tosey  ne. 

Eek  what  availeth  Maner  and  Gentilesse 

Withoute  you,  benygne  creature  1 

Shal  Crueltee  be  your  govemeresse  ?     80 

Alias  !  what  herte  may  hit  long  endure  ? 

Wherfor  but  ye  the  rather  take  cure 

To  breke  that  perilous  alliaunce. 

Ye  sleen  hem  that  ben  in  your  obeisaunce. 

And  further  over,  if  ye  suffre  this. 
Your  renoun  is  fordo  than  in  a  throwe  ; 
Ther  shal  no  man  wite  wel  what  Pite  is. 
Alias!  that  your  renoun  shoulde  be  so  lowe; 
Ye  be  than  fro  your  heritage  y- throwe 
By  Crueltee,  that  occupieth  your  place,  90 
And  we  despeired  that  sekento  your  grace. 

Have  mercy  on  me,  thou  serenous  quene, 
That  you  have  sought  so  tenderly  and  yore, 
Let  somstreemof  your  light  on  me  be  sene. 
That  love  and  drede  yow  ever  lenger  the 

more ; 
For,  sothly  for  to  seyne,  I  bere  the  sore, 
And  though  I  benotcunnyngfor  topleyne, 
For  Goddes  love,  have  mercy  on  my  peyne ! 

My  peyne  is  this,  that  what-so  I  desire,  99 
That  have  I  not,  ne  no  thing  lyk  therto ; 
And  ever  set  Desire  myn  herte  on  fire, 
f^k  on  that  other  syde  where-so  I  go. 
What  maner  thinge  that  may  encrese  my  wo 
iTiat  have  I  redy,  unsoght,  everywhere, 
Me  ne  lakketh  but  my  deth,  and  than  my 
bere. 

\Vhat  nedeth  to  she  we  parcel  of  iny 

peyne, 

Sith  every  wo  that  herte  may  be-thynke, 

I  sufire  ?    And  yet  I  dar  not  to  you  pleyne, 

^or  wel  I  woot,  although  I  wake  or  wynke. 

Ye  rekke  not  whether  I  flete  or  synke  1 10 


93.  strenatUt    Mr.    Liddell's   emendation   for 
ktrntMs*  k^remuSf  and  vcriMeusti  of  the  MSS. 
10$.  All  omit  ne. 


But  natheles,  my  trouthc  I  shal  sustcne 
Unto  my  deth,  and  that  shal  wel  be  sene. 

This  is  to  seyne,  I  wol  be  youres  ever  ; 
Though  ye  me  slee  by  Crueltee  your  fo, 
Algate  my  spirit  shal  never  dissever 
Fro  your  servyse,  for  any  pe5me  or  wo  ! 
Sith  ye  be  deed, — alias  !  that  hit  is  so  ! — 
Thus  for  your  deth  I  may  wel  wepe  and 

pleyne 
With  herte  sore,  and  ful  of  besy  peyne  ! 

Here  endeth  the  exclatnacion  of  the  Deth 

of  Pyte. 


CHAUCER'S  ABC 

Incipit  carmen  secundum  ordinem 
Litterariim  alphabet i, 

Al  myghty  and  al  mercyable  Queene, 
To  whom  that  al  this  world  fleeth  for  socoui 
Tohavereleesofsinne,  of  sorwe,  and  teene  ! 
Glorious  Virgine,  of  alle  floures  flour, 
To  thee  I  flee  confounded  in  errour. 
Help,  and  releeve,  thou  mihti  debonayre, 
Have  mercy  on  my  perilous  langour  ! 
Venquisshed  me  hath  my  cruel  adversaire. 
Bountee  so  flx  hath  in  thyn  herte  his 

tente, 
That  wel  I  wot,  thou  wolt  my  socour  be ; 
Thou  canst  not  wame  him  that  with  goo<l 

entente  zx 

Axeth  thyn  helpe,  thyn  herte  is  ay  so  free ! 
Thou  art  lai^esse  of  pleyn  felicitee, 
Haven  of  refute,  of  quiete,  and  of  reste. 
Loo  !  how  that  theeves  seven  chasen  mee ! 
Help  !  Lady  bryght,  er  that  my  ship  to- 

breste  ! 
Comfort  is  noon,  but  in  you,  Ladideere ! 
For  loo,  my  sinne  and  my  confusioun, 
Which  oughten  not  in  thy  presence  appeere, 
Han  take  on  me  a  grevous  accioun         20 
Of  verrey  right  and  desperacioun  I 
And  as  bi  right  they  mighten  wel  susteene 
That  I  were  worthy  my  dampnacioun, 
Nere  merci  of  you,  blisful  hevene  Queene  ! 
Doute  is  ther  noon,  Queen  of  miseri- 

corde. 
That  thou  nart  cause  of  grace  and  merci 

here ; 
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God  vouched -sauf  thurgh  thee  with  us  to 

accorde. 
For  certes,  Crystcs  blisful  mooder  dere. 
Were  now  the  bowe  bent  in  swich  mancre 
As  it  was  6rst,  of  justice  and  of  ire,       yy 
The  rightful  God  nolde  of  no  mercy  here  ; 
But  thurgh  thee  han  we  grace  as  we  desire. 

Ever  hath  myn  hope  of  refiit  been  in  thee, 
For  heer-biforn  ful  ofte  in  many  a  wyse 
Hast  thou  to  misericorde  resceyA'ed  me ; 
But  merci,  I^y  at  the  grete  assyse. 
Whan  weshul  come  bifore  thchycjustyse ! 
So  litel  fruit  shal  thanne  in  me  be  founde 
That,  but  thou  erthat  day  me  wel  chastyse, 
Of  vcrrey  right  my  werk  wol  me  confounde. 

Pleeyng,  I  flee  for  socour  to  thy  tente  41 
Me  for  to  hide  from  tempest  fill  of  dreede, 
Bisecching  you  that  ye  you  not  absente 
Though  I  be  wikke;  O  help yit  at  this  neede! 
Al  have  I  l>en  a  beste  in  wille  and  deede, 
Yit,  Lady,  thuu  me  clothe  with  thy  grace. 
Thyn  enemy  and  myn.  Lady,  tak  heede, 
Un-io  my  deth  in  poynt  is  me  to  chace  ! 

Glorious  mayde  and  moder  which  that 
never  49 

Were  bitter,  neither  in  erthe  nor  in  see. 
But  ful  of  swetnesse  and  of  merci  ever. 
Help  that  my  Fader  be  not  wroth  with  me ! 
Spek  thou,  for  I  ne  dar  not  him  y-see, 
So  have  I  doon  in  erthe,  alias  the  while  ! 
Th.u  certes,  but  if  thou  my  socour  be 
To  stynk  cteme  he  wol  my  gost  exile  ! 

He  vouchcd-sauf,  tel  him,  as  was  his 
wille 
Biconie  a  man  to  have  our  alliaunce. 
And  with  his  precious  blood  he  wrot  the 

bille 
Up-on  the  crois  as  general  acquitaunce 
To  every  penitent  in  ful  creaunce.  6x 

And  iherfor,  I^dy bright,  thou  foruspraye ! 
Thanne  shalt  thou  bothe   stinte   al  his 

grevaunce, 
And  make  our  foo  to  failen  of  his  praye. 

I  wot  it  wel  thou  wolt  ben  our  socour, 
Th«»u  ait  so  ful  of  bountee  in  certcyn  ; 
For  wh.m  a  soule  falleth  in  errour 
Thi  pitec  goth  an<l  haleth  him  ageyn. 
Thanne   niakcst  thou  his  pees  with  his 

s*>vereyn, 
And  bringest  him  out  of  thecrooke<l  strete. 


W*ho-so  thee  lowth  he  shal  not  lore  m 

veyn :  71 

That  shal  he  iynde  as  he  the  lyf  shal  lete. 

Kalenderes  enlmnyned  ben  they 
That  in  this  world  ben  lighted  with  thy 

name. 
And  who-so  goth  to  yow  the  lihte  wey. 
Him  thar  not  drede  in  soule  to  be  lame. 
Now,  Queen  of  comfort !  sith  thoa  ait 

that  same 
To  whom  I  seche  for  my  medicyne, 
Lat  notmyfoonomoremy  woonde  entaoK, 
Myn  hele  in-to  thyn  hand  al  I  lesigne.  b 

Lady,  thi  sorwe  kan  I  not  portreye 
Under  the  cros,  ne  his  grevous  penanncr, 
But  for  your  bothes  pejmes  I  yow  pftyci 
Lat  not  our  alder  foo  make  his  bobaonce 
That  he  hath  in  his  listes  of  mischannoe 
C6nvict  that  ye  bothe  have  boughtsodeie. 
As    I   seide   erst,    thou  ground   of  oor 

substaunce 
Continue  on  us  thy  pitous  eyen  dere. 
Moises    that    saugh    the    bush  widi 

fiaumes  rede  89 

Brenninge,  ofwhicheneTerastikkebfende, 
Wassigneofthynunwemmed  maidenhede; 
Thou  art  the  bush  on  which  ther  gan 

descende 
The  Holy  Goost,  the  which  that  Moyses 

wende 
Had  ben  a-fyr  ;  and  this  was  in  figure.  - 
Now,  Lady,  from  the  fyr  thou  us  defende 
\Miich  that  in  helle  eternally  shal  dure.   1 
Noble princesse  that  never  haddestpere! 
Certes,  if  any  comfort  in  us  be 
That  Cometh  of  thee,  thou  Cristes  moder 

deere. 
We  han  noon  other  melodye  or  glee    xoo 
Us  to  rejoyse  in  our  adversitee, 
Ne  adv6cat  noon  that  wol  and  dar  so  preye 
For  us,  and  that  for  litel  hire  as  ye, 
That  helpen  for  an  Ave  Marie  or  tweye. 
0  verrey  light  of  eyen  that  ben  hljmde ! 
O  verrey  lust  of  labour  and  distresse  1 
O  tresorere  of  bountee  to  mank3mde  1 
Thee   whom   God    ches    to  moder  for 

humblesse  I 
From  his  ancille  he  made  thee  maistresse 
Of  hevene  and  erthe,  our  bille  up  for 

to  bede. 


I  to 
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s  world  awaiteth  ever  on  thygoodnesse, 

thou  ne  failest  never  wight  at  nede. 

^urpos  I  have  sum  tyme  for  to  enquere 

crfore  and  why  the    Holy  Gost   the 

soaghte, 
an  Gabrielles  vois  cam  to  thyn  ere ; 
not  to  werre   us  swich   a   wunder 

wroughte, 

for  to  save  us  that  he  sithen  boughte  ; 

in  needeth  us  no  wepen  us  for  to  save, 

oonly  ther  we  did  not  as  us  oughte, — 

penitence,  and  merci  axe  and  have.  120 

|ueen  of  comfort  !  yit  whan  I  me  Li- 

thinke 
it  I  ngilt  have  bothe  him  and  thee, 
i  that  my  soule  is  wurthi  for  to  sinke, 
IS  !  I  caitif,  whider  may  I  flee  ? 
o  shal  un-to  thi  Sone  my  mene  bee  ? 
o,  but  thy-self,  that  art  of  pitee  welle  ? 
>u  hast  more  reuthe  on  our  adversitee 
m  in  this  world  mighte  any  tunge  telle, 
tedresse  me,  moder,  and  me  chastise, 
ccrteynly  my  Fadres  chastisynge   130 
\  dar  I  nought  abiden  in  no  wise, 
idous  is  hys  rightful  rekenynge. 
?r,  of  whom  our  merci  gan  to  sprynge, 
ye  my  juge  and  eek  my  soules  leche, 
ver  in  you  is  pitee  haboundynge 
he  that  wol  of  pitee  you  biseche. 
h  is  that  God  ne  granteth  no  pitee 
>ute  thee ;  for  God ,  of  his  goodnesse, 
eth  noon,  but  it  like  un-to  thee  ; 
ath     thee     maked     vicaire     and 
maistresse  140 

e  world,  and  eek  govemeresse 
ne,  and  he  represseth  his  justise 
^  wille,  and  therfore  in  witnessc, 
thee  crouned  in  so  ryal  wise. 
le   devout,   ther   God   hath   his 
onynge 

:h   these    misbileved    deprived 
en, 

y  soule  penitent  I  brynge. 
Tie,  — I  can  no  ferther  fieen. 
es  venymous,  O  hevene  Queen ! 
the  erthe  acursed  was  ful  yore, 
anded  as  ye  may  wel  seen  151 
lost  almost,  it  smert  so  sore, 
that  art  so  noble  of  apparaile, 
IS  in-to  the  hye  tour 


Of  paradys,  thou  me  wisse  and  counsail 
How  I  may  have  thy  grace  and  thy  socour, 
Al  have  I  ben  in  filthe  and  in  crr6ur. 
Lady,  un-to  that  court  thou  me  ajourne 
That  cleped  is  thy  bench,  O  freshe  flour 
Ther  as  that  merci  evere  shal  sojourne.  160 

Zristus,  thi  sone,  that  in  this  world 
alighte 
Up-on  the  cros  to  suflre  his  passioun, 
Eek  suflred  that  Longiiis  his  herte  prihte. 
And  made  his  herte  blood  to  renne  adoun, 
And  al  was  this  for  my  salvacioun. 
And  I  to  hym  am  fals  and  eek  unkyndc, 
And  yit  he  wol  not  my  dampnacioun  ; 
This  thanke  I  you,  socour  of  al  mankynde  ! 

Tsaac  was  flgure  of  his  deth  certeyn. 
That  so  fer  forth  his  fader  wolde  obeye,  170 
That  him  ne  rouhte  no  thing  to  be  slayn  ; 
Right  soo  thy  Sone  lust  as  a  lamb  to  deye. 
Now,  Lady  ful  of  mercy  !  I  you  preye, 
Sithe  he  his  mercy  mesured  so  large, 
Be  ye  not  skant,  for  alle  we  singe  and  seye 
That  ye  ben  from  vengeaunce  ayoure  targe. 

Zacharle  you  clepeth  the  opene  welle, 
To  wasshe  sinful  soule  out  of  his  gilt ; 
Therfore  this  lessoun  ought  I  wel  to  telle, 
That  nere  thy  tender  herte  we  weren  spilt. 
Now,  Lady  brihte,  sith  thou  canst  and  wilt, 
Ben  to  the  seed  of  Adam  merciable. 
So  bring  us  to  that  palais  that  is  bilt 
To  penitents  that  ben  to  mercy  able. 

Amen, 
Explicit  carmen. 


THE  COMPLEYNTE  OF  MARS 

The  Proem 

*  Gladeth,  ye  foules,  of  the  morwe 

gray! 
Lo,  Venus,  risen  among  you  rowes  rede  ! 
And  floures  fresshe,  honoureth  ye  this  day ; 
For  when  the  sonne  uprist,  then  wol  ye 

sprede. 

163.  All  read  AndviX.  the  beginning  of  this  line, 
destroying  the  syntax  of  the  stanza.  It  is  clearly 
caught  from  the  lines  below.  All  read  pikte  for 
prighte,  which  is  Skeat's  suggestion ;  fihte  does 
not  mean 'pierced.' 

9.  Venus^  the  planet  which  sometimes  rises  in 
the  morning. 
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But  ye  lovers,  that  lye  in  any  drede, 
Fleeth,  lest  wikked  tongcs  yow  espye ! 
Lo  yond  the  soune,  the  candel  of  jelosye  I 

*  Wyih     teres    blewe,    and    with     a 

wounded  herle, 
Taketh  your  levc ;  and  with  Seynt  John 

to  borwc,  9 

Apeseth  s^^mwhat  of  your  sorwes  smerte, 
Tyme  cometh  eft    that   cese   shal   your 

sorwe  ; 
The  glade  nyght  is  worth  an  hevy  morwe  !* 
(Seynt  Val en tync !  afoul  thus  herdelsynge 
Ujwn  thy  day,  er  sonnegan  up-spry nge.) 

Yet  sang  this  foul,  *  I  rede  yow  alle  a- 

wake. 
And  ye  that  han  not  chosen  in  humble  wyse, 
With-out   repentyng   cheseth   yow   your 

make  ; 
And  ye  that  han  ful  chosen  as  I  devyse, 
Yet  at  the  leste  renoveleth  your  ser\'yse  ; 
Confermcth  hit  j^rpetuely  to  dure,        20 
And  paciently  taketh  your  aventure.' 

And  for  the  worship  of  this  highe  feste. 
Yet  wol  I,  in  my  briddes  wise,  synge 
The  sentence  of  the  compleynt  at  the  leste 
That  woful  Mars  made  atte  depart ynge 
Fro  fresshe  Yenus,  in  a  morwenynge 
Whan  Phebus,  with  his  firy  torches  rede, 
Ransakcd  every  lover  in  his  dre<le. 


And  thus  she  brydeleth  him  in  hir  manere, 
With  no-thing  but  with  scourg3nig  of  In 
chere. 


Whilom  thethriddc  hevenes  lord  alx)ve. 
As  wcl  by  hevenysh  revolucioun  30 

As  by  desert,  hath  wonne  Venus,  his  love, 
And  she  hath  take  him  in  subjeccioun, 
And  as  a  maistresse  taught  him  his  lessoun, 
Commaundyng  him   that   never,  in  her 

servyse, 
He  ncre  so  bold  no  lover  to  despyse. 

For  she  forbad  him  jelosye  at  alle. 
And  crucltee,  and  lx)st,  and  tyrannye ; 
She  made  hym  at  hir  lust  so  humble  and 

talle. 
That  when  hir  deyned  caste  on  hym  her  ye, 
He  took  in  pacience  to  lyve  or  dye  ;     40 

9.  .9<r»'«//oA«,  the  ajiostlc  of  truth. 
31.  All  read  Mis  except  Harl.,   which   omits 
the  word. 


Who  regneth  now  in  blisse  but  V( 
That  hath  this  worthy  knyght  in  govcn* 

aunce  ? 
Who  syngeth  now  but  Mars,  that  serfetb 

thus 
The  faire  Yenus,  causer  of  plesaunce? 
He  bynt  him  to  perpetual  obeisannce, 
And  she  bynt  hir  to  loven  him  for  ever. 
But  so  be  that  his  trespas  hit  dissever. 

Thus  be  they  knyt^  and  regnen  as  ii 

heven  s" 

Be  lokyng  most  ;  til  hit  fil  on  a  tyde 

That  by  her  bothe  assent  was  set  a  stevct 

That  Mars  shal  entre,  as  fast  as  he  maj 

glyde. 
Into  hir  nexte  paleys,  and  abjrde, 
Walkyng  his  cours  til  she  hadde  him  a*take ; 
And  he  preyde  hir  to  haste  hir  for  his  sake. 

Then  seyde  he  thus,  *  Myn  hertcs  lady 
swete 
Ye  knowe  wcl  my  myschef  in  that  place ; 
For  sikerly,  til  that  I  with  yow  mete, 
My  lyf  stant  ther  in  ^venture  and  grace,  60 
But  when  I  se  the  beautee  of  your  &ce, 
Ther  nisnodreedof  dethmaydomesmerte. 
For  al  your  lust  is  ese  to  myn  herte.* 

She  hath  so  gret  compassion  ofhirknygfat 
That  dwelleth  in  solitude  til  she  come,— 
For  hit  stood  so,  that  ilke  tyme,  no  wyght 
Counseyled  hym,  ne  seyde  to  him  wel- 
come,— 
That  nygh  her  wit  for  sorwe  was  overcome ; 
Wherforcshespedde  hirasfaste  in  hcrwej^c 
Almost  in  oon  day  as  he  dide  in  tweyc.  7« 

The  grete  joyethat  was  betwix  hem  two 
When  they  be  met,  ther  may  no  tunge  telle ; 
Ther  is  no  more,  but  unto  bed  they  go : 
And  thus  injoye  and  blisse  I  let  hem  dwelled 
This  worthi  Mars,  that  is  of  knygfatho<l 
welle. 


62.  nis.     All  read  is.       ^  . 

7a  The  orbit  of  Venus  is  smaller  than  that  0* 
Mars,  so  her  apparent  motioa  it  twic*  as  grcaL 
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The  flour  of  faimes  lappeth  in  his  armes, 
And  Venus  kisseth  Mars,  the  god  of  armes. 

Sojourned  hath  this  Mars  of  which  I  rede 
In  phambre  amyd  the  pa]e3rs,  prively, 
A  certeyn  tyme,  til  him  fel  adrede,       80 
Through  Phebus,  that  was  comen  hastely 
"Within  the  paleys  gates,  sturdely, 
With   torche  in    honde,   of  which   the 

stremes  bryghte 
On  Venus  chambre  knokeden  ful  lighte. 

The  chambre  ther  as  lay  this  fresshe 

quene 
Depeynted  was  with  white  boles  grete, 
And  by  the  light  she  knew,  that  shoon 

so  shene. 
That  Phebus  cam  to  brenne  hem  with  his 

hete; 
This  sely  Venus,  nygh  dreynt  in  teres  wete, 
Enbraceth  Mars,  and  seyde,  'Alas,  I  dye ! 
The  torch  is  come  that  al  this  world  wol 


wne. 


91 


Up  sterte  Mars,  hym  liste  not  to  slepe, 
When  he  his  lady  herde  so  compleyne, 
But  for  his  nature  was  not  for  to  wepe, 
Instede  of  teres,  from  his  eyen  tweyne 
The  firy  sparkes  brosten  out  for  peyne  ; 
Andhentehishauberk,thatlayhymbesyde. 
Flee  wolde  he  not,  ne  myghte  him-selven 
hyde. 

He  thro  weth  on  his  helm  of  huge  wyghte, 
And  girt  him  with  his  swerde ;  and  in 
his  honde  100 

His  myghty  spere,  as  he  was  wont  to  fighte 
He  shaketh  so  that  almost  hit  to-wonde. 
Ful  hevy  was  he  to  walken  over  londe, 
He  may  not  holde  with  Venus  companye, 
But  bad  her  fleen,  lest  Phebus  hir  espye. 

0  woful  Mars  !  alas  !  what  mayst  thou 
seyn. 
That  in  the  paleys  of  thy  disturbaunce 
Art  left  behynde  in  peril  to  be  sleyn  ? 
And  yet  ther-to  is  double  thy  penauncc, 
For  die  that  hath  thyn  herte  in  govern- 


aunce 


1 10 


8&  white  boles^  the  sign  of  Taums,  in  which 
"oth  Man  and  Ventu  now  are. 


Is  passed  halfe  the  stremes  of  ihyn  yen  ; 
That  thou  nere  swift  wel  mayst  thou  wepe 
and  crien. 

Now  flecth  Venus  un-to  Cylenius  tour, 
With  voide  cours,  for  fere  of  Phebus  light, 
Alas  !  and  ther  ne  hath  she  no  socour, 
For  she  ne  fond  ne  saugh  no  maner  wyght ; 
And  eek  as  ther  she  had  but  litil  myght  ; 
Wher-for  her-selven  for  to  hyde  and  save, 
Within  the  gate  she  fledde  in-to  a  cave. 

Derk  was  this  cave,  and  smokyng  as 
the  helle,  120 

Not  but  two  pas  within  the  gate  hit  stood ; 

A  naturel  day  in  derk  I  lete  her  dwelle. 

Now  wollspekeof  Mars,  furious  and  wood. 

For  sorwe  he  wolde  have  seen  his  hertc 
blood  ; 

Sith  that  he  myghte  don  her  no  companye. 

He  ne  roghte  not  a  myte  for  to  dye. 

So  feble  he  wex  for  hete  and  for  his  wo 
That  nygh  he  swelt,  he  myghte  unncthe 

endure. 
He  passeth  but  00  steyre  in  daycs  two, 
But  natheles  for  al  his  hevy  armure, 
He  foloweth  hir  that  is  his  lyves  cure  ;  131 
For  whos  departyng  he  toke  gretter  ire 
Thanne  for  al  his  brennyng  in  the  fire. 

After  he  walketh  softely  a  pas, 
Compleynyng,  that  it  pile  was  to  here  ; 
He  seyde,  *  O  lady  bryght,  Venus  !  alas ! 
That  ever  so  wyde  a  compas  ys  my  spere ! 
Alas  !  when  shal  I  mete  yow,  herte  dere? 
This  twelfte  day  of  April  I  endure, 
Through  jelous  Phebus,  this  mysavcnture.* 

Now  God  helpesely  Veniis,  al  a-Ione !  141 
But,  as  God  wolde,  hit  happed  for  to  be 
That  while  that  Venus  weping  made  her 
mone 

Tt2.  CjfUnius^  Mercury,  born  on  Mt.  Cyllcne 
in  Arcadia.  The  Tower  of  Cyllenium^  i.e.  man- 
sion of  Mercury,  is  the  sign  Gemini  into  which 
Venus  now  passes. 

119.  cavfy  according  to  Skeat  a  translation  of 
the  technical  Latin  ^  astrological  term  futcus. 
ITie  putei  in  Gemini  are  the  degrees  numbered 
a,  I  a,  17,  26,  30.  So  Venus  was  now  in  tlie 
second  degree  of  the  sign. 

139.  On  1 2th  April  the  sun  entered  Tauru&. 
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Cyleniut,  tidyng  in  his  chevnuetie 

^Vo  Venus  valance,  m)pghle  his  paieyi  se, 

^d  VeoBs  he  saliieth.  and  m.iketli  eherc, 
K^nil  her  lecey vetli  a\  liis  fii.'ni)  Tul  dece. 

Mara  dwellelh  Tiirlh  in  his  ndvcrsili, 
^mplcynyng  ever  in  on  hit  depattyngc, 
and  what  his  compleynt  was,   remnn- 
hrelh  nie>  ijo 

Ind  Iherfot  in  this  lusly  morweoynfic, 
■^  t  beal  can,  I  wol  il  tcyn  and  synge, 
K^nd  nrtcr  thut  I  wul  my  Icve  take  ; 
lAnd  Cjod  ye»c  uveiy  vryght  joye  of  his 


a  Com 11 


The  Pivim 
e  nrdte  of  compleynt  reqaircih  skil- 
fully, 
That  if  a  wyghl  shal  pleync  pitously 
Thet  mot  because  wherfot  thai  menpleyni:; 
n  may  ilettie  he  pleyneth  folily. 


hAndci 


»  ;  alls 


Ihala 


llVherfar  the  ground  and  cnuse  of  al  my 

peyne,  ,. 

a  my  Iroiibleil  wit  may  hit  alcyne, 

i\  tchecse  !  not  for  lo  have  tedresse, 

to  declare  my  ground  of  hcvynesse. 


Theiim^tyme,  ftlas  I  Ihatlwaiwroght, 
■  And  for  certeyn  efTectes  hider  lir<>i;hl, 
<Bj  him  Ihal  lordeth  ceh  btelligence, 
I  yaf  my  Ircwe  setvise  and  my  Ihi^ht, 
""       Bver^mote, — how   derc   I    Imvc   it 
boght  !— 
'o  hif.  Ihnl  is  of  so  E"'  encellenirc 
il  what  wyjtht  ihal  liist  shewcth  his 
presence  i  Te- 

en she  Ji  wiotii  anil  laketh  of  hym  no 


,.  l„iiE.  i. 


This  is  no  feyned  raaler  ihst  I  irl't 
My  lady  is  the  veney  -::•■■■-■  .  '  i  "- 
Of  beaute,  lust,  fredoni. 


And  ihetio  so  wet  foriunfd  andlft 

That  through  the  world  hit  g 

y-shewetl, 

What  wonderis  then,  Ihoghitntn 
Mysetviseon  sncheooo  Ibal  nM|piH~' 
To  wele  or  wo,  siih  hit  lylh  in  her 
Tlicrfor  my  herte  for  ever  I  to  her  fi 
Ne  Irewly  for  my  dethe  I  shal  nut' 
To  ben   her   IrcwesC  scrvaunl,  m 

Woyghl. 
I  flnter  nc^ht,  that  may  wite  rren  i 
l''o[  this  day  in  hir  serrise  shnl  I 
Hut  grace  be,  1  se  hir  neyw  wiliT 


To  whom  shal  I  then  pkjne  M  i 
dietresse  ? 
Who  may  me  help*  ?     Who  may  tny  Mi 

Shal  1  compleyne  unto  my  Imly  Ut> 
Nay,  ccrles  I  for  she  hath  such  hetjw" 
For  fete,  and  eek  for  wo.  th  i(,  nj-.  1  i'^' 
In  litil  lyme  it  wol  htr  i 
Hut  were  slie  lauf,  it  wi 
Alasl  dial  ever  love'';  i 
for  love,  10  many  a  ]piiii'  ■ 

For  Ihogh  lo  be  that  loveis  be .' 
As  any  metal  that  is  forged  ncwr. 
In  many  a  che  hem  tydeth  ofic  vi 
Somlyme  liir  ladies  will  not  on  huaiL^ 
Somlyme  il  llml  lelnde  hit  kocMV^ 
They  mygbten  llghllp  1«ye  hit  IJM 

Somlytne  cnvyout  fiJkewitfa  tunch^^ 
Dcpraoen  h«m;  niail   Whoa  n-it  '' 

plese? 
liui  he  be  fsb.  no  lover  lialh  hi>  > 
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I  wol  returne  and  speken  of  my  peyne  ; 
The  poynt  is  this  of  my  destruccioun, — 
My  rightc  lady,  my  salvacyoun, 
Is  in  affray,  and  not  to  whom  to  pleyne. 
O  herte  swete  !  O  lady  sovereyne  ! 
For  your  disese  wel  oghte  I  swoune  and 

swelte, 
Thogh  I  non  other  harm  ne  drede  felte. 

Ill 

To  what  fyn  made  the  God  that  sit  so  hye, 
3e-nethen  him  love  other  companye, 
And  streyneth  folk  to  love  malgr^  hirhede, 
And  then  hir  joye,  for  oght  I  canespye,  221 
life  lasteth  not  the  twynkelyng  of  an  ye  ; 
And  sommehan  never  joye  til  they  be  dede. 
AVhat  meneth  this?  what  is  this  mystihede? 
^herto  constreyneth  he  his  folk  so  faste 
Thyng  to  desyre,  but  it  sholde  laste  ? 

And  thoghhemade  a  lover  love  a  thyng, 
And  maketh  it  seme  stedfast  and  duryng, 
Yet  putteth  he  in  it  such  mysaventure 
That  reste  nis  ther  noon  in  his  yevyng ;  230 
And  that  is  wonder  that  so  just  a  kyng 
Doth  such  hardnesse  to  his  creature. 
Thus,  whether  love  brcke,  or  elles  dure, 
Algates  he  that  hath  with  love  to  done 
Hath  ofter  wo  then  changed  is  the  mone. 

Hit  semeth  he  hath  to  lovers  enmyte, 
And  lyk  a  fissher,  as  men  alday  may  se, 
Baiteth  his  angle-hook  with  som  plesaunce. 
Til  mon  ya  fish  is  wood,  til  that  he  be  239 
Sesed  ther-with  ;  and  then  at  erst  hath  he 
Al  hisdesire,  and  ther- with al  myschaunce ; 
And  thogh  the  lyne  breke,  he  hath  pen- 

aunce. 
For  with  the  hook  he  wounded  is  so  sore 
That  he  his  wages  hath  for  ever-more. 


IV 

The  broche  of  Thebes  was  of  such  a 
kynde ; 

345.  The  brocht  0/  Thebet  or  magic  bracelet 
(cp.  Thehai*  of  Suctas,  Blc  ii.)  was  made  by 
Valcan  for  Harmoniai  a  daughter  of  Mars  and 
Vcaus,  in  order  to  bnng  ao  evil  fate  on  her  and 
attbtcrpoMCMionofit. 


So  ful  of  rubies,  and  of  stones  Indc, 
That  every  wyght  that  sette  on  hit  an  ye, 
He  wende  anon   to  worthc   out   of  his 

mynde, — 
So  sore  the  beaut^  wold  his  herte  bynde, — 
Til  he  hit  hadde  him  thogh te  he  mostedye, 
And  whan  that  hit  was  his,  then  sholde 

he  drye  251 

Such  wo  for  drede,  ay  while  that  he  hit 

hadde, 
That  welnygh  for  thefere  he  sholde maddc. 

And  whan  hit  was  fro  his  possessioun 
Then  hadde  he  double  wo  and  passioun, 
For  he  so  fair  a  tresor  had  forgo  ; 
But  yet  this  broche,  as  in  conclusioun, 
Was  not  the  cause  of  this  confusioun  ; 
But  he  that  wroghle  hit  enfortuned  hit  so 
That  every  wyght  that  hadde  hit  sholde 
have  wo ;  260 

And  therfor  in  the  worcher  was  the  vyce, 
And  in  the  covetour  that  was  so  nyce. 

So  fareth  hit  by  lovers  and  by  me  ; 
For  thogh  my  lady  have  so  gret  beaute 
That  I  was  mad  til  I  had  gete  hir  grace, 
She  was  not  cause  of  myn  adversite, 
But  he  that  wroghle  hir,  also  mot  I  thee, 
That  puttc  such  a  beaute  in  hir  face, 
That  made  me  coveten  and  purchacc  269 
Myn  ownc  dclh  ;  him  wyte  I  that  I  dye. 
And  myn  unwit  that  ever  I  clomb  so  hye. 


But  to  yow,  hardy  knyghtes  of  renoun, 
Syn  that  ye  be  of  my  divisioun, — 
Al  be  I  not  worth  to  so  grete  a  name, 
Yet  seyn  these  clerk cs  I  am  your  pat  roun,  — 
Ther-for  ye  oghte  have  som  compassioun 
Of  my  discsc,  and  take  hit  noght  a-game, 
The  proudest  of  yow  may  be  mad  ful  tame. 
Wherfor  I  prey  yow  of  your  gcntilcsse. 
That  ye  conipleyne  for  myn  hcvynessc.  280 

And  ye,  my  ladies,  that  ben  trewc  and 
stable. 
By  way  of  kynde,  ye  oghten  to  been  able 
To  have  pitc  of  folk  that  been  in  peync  ; 


246.  Indt  is  an  adjective  ;  cp.  Rornaunt  o/tfu 
Kose,  1.  67. 
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Now  have  ye  cause  to  clothe  yow  in  sable ; 
Sith  that  your  emperice,'  the  honorable, 
Is  desolat,  wel  oghte  ye  to  pleyne  ; 
NowshoUle  your  holy  teres  falle  and  reync. 
Alas  !  your  honour  and  your  emperice, 
Nigh  deed  rordrcde,necan  hir  notchcvisc ! 

Compleyneth  cck,  ye  lovers,  al  in-fere, 
For  hir  that  with  unfcjnctl  humble  chere 
Was  ever  redy  to  do  yow  socour ;  29a 
Compleyneth  hir  that  ever  hath  had  yow 

dcre  ; 
Compleyneth  beaute,  fredom,  and  manere ; 
Compleyneth  hir  that  endeth  your  labour ; 
Compleyneth  thilkeensampleof  al  honour, 
That  never  dide  but  al  gentilesse  ; 
Kytheth  therfor  on  hir  som  kyndenesse ! 


A   COMPLEYNTE  TO   HIS 
LADY 


The  longe  nightes,  whan  every  creature 
Shuldc  have  hir  rest  in  £>omwhat,  as  by 

kynde, 
Or  dies  ne  may  hir  lif  nat  long  endure, 
Hit  fallcth  most  into  my  woful  myndc 
How  I  so  fer  have  broght  myself  behyndc, 
That,  sauf  the  decth,  ther  may  no-thyng 

me  lisse, 
So  descsi)aired  I  am  from  allc  blissc. 

This  same  thoght  melasteth  til  the  morwe 
And  from  the  morwe  forth  til  hit  be  eve ; 
Ther  ncdcth  me  no  care  for  to  borwe,  10 
ForV)otheI  havegood  lej'ser  and  good  leve ; 
Ther  is  no  wyght  that  wol  me  wo  bereve 
To  wei>e  y-nogh,  and  wailen  al  my  fille ; 
The  sore  spark  of  peyne  now  doth  mespille. 

II 

This  I^ve,  that  hath  me  set  in  swich 

a  ])lace 
Thai  my  dcsir  wol  never  he  fulfille, 
For  nciilicr  pitee,  mercy,  neither  grace, 

a.  3.  Shirley,  iheyre  for  hir. 
15-43.  'Ihi-.  passage  u  in  tcrza  rima^  the  first 
example  of  the  measure  in  English  literature. 
16.  Shirley  omits  h€» 


Can  I  nat  fynde  ;  and  yit  my  sorwfbl 

herte. 
For  to  be  deed,  I  can  hit  nought  vna\ 
The  more  I  love,  the  more  she  doth  me 

smerte.  » 

Through  which  I  see,  withoute  remedje 
That  from  the  deeth  I  may  no  i^yse 

asterte ; 


III 

Now  sothly » what  she  hight  I  wol  refaexse; 
Hir  name  is  Bountee,  set  in  woroanbede, 

Sadnesse     in    youthe    and     Beaotee 
prydelees 

And    Plesaunce,   under    govenutnnoe 
and  drede ; 
Her  surname  is  eek  Faire  Rewthelees, 

TheWyse,  y-knit  un-to  Good  Aventine, 

That,  for  I  love  hir,  she  sleeth  me 

giltelees.  « 

Hir  love  I  best,  and  shal,  whyl  I  may  dure, 

Bet  than  my-self  an  hundred  thousand 
deel, 

Than  al  this  worldes  richesse  or  crtttoR. 
Now  hath  not  Love  me  bestowed  wed 

To  love  ther  I  never  shal  have  part  ? 

Alias!  right  thus  is  turned  me  the  whcd, 
Thus  am  I  slayn  with  Loves  firy  darL 

I  can  but  love  hir  best,  my  swete  fo ; 

Love  hath  me  taught  no  more  of  his  art 
But  serve  alwey,  and  stinte  for  no  wa  40 


IV 

In  my  trewc  and  careful  herte  ther  is 
So  mochc  wo,  and  [eek]  so  litel  blis 
That  wo  is  me  that  ever  I  was  bore ; 

93.  It  is  possible  that  another  line  to  n"*^ 
>vith  1.  93  is  missing  here. 

94.  Skeat  thinks  two  lines  have  fallen  out  bcfe(]< 
this,  forming  the  opening  to  this  section,  bat  it  >* 
more  probable  that  1.  24,  which  is  not  nccesswif^ 
the  sense,  has  been  inserted.  Shirley  or  his  autfior 
ity  has  tried  to  reduce  this  passan  of  Urui  fV^ 
to  a  series  of  eight 'line  stanxas.  He  divides  at  >• 
33,  1.  q2,  and  1.  41 ;  the  last  stanza,  being  hard  ^ 
amend,  had  to  remain  with  nine  lines. 

39.  This  line  seems  to  be  a  syllable  short. 

41.  So  Shirley,  who  first  wrote  /•  my  /»]J*^ 
A/r/.  etc.,  and  then  corrected  lurt  into amU  Tb* 
line  u  DTobaUy  corrupt.    Ed.  1561  omits  m^L 

49.  Shirley  omits  eek,  winch  Skeat  nipplicL 
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lat  ihyng  which  I  desyre  I  mys, 
hat  ever  I  wolde  not,  y-wys, 
inde  I  redy  to  me  evermore ; 
.1  this  I  not  to  whom  me  pleyne. 
e  that  mighte  me  out  of  this  bryngc 
ccheth  nought  whether  I  wepe 
T  synge  ;  49 

rewthe  hath  she  upon  my  peync. 

han  slepyng-tyme  is,  than  I  wake, 
shulde  daunce,  for  fere  than  I 
[uake ; 

•y  Hf  I  Icde  for  your  sake 
e  ther-of  in  no  wyse  hede  take, 
n>  lady,  and  hool  my  lyves  quene ! 
ewly  dorste  I  seye,  as  that  I  fcle, 
meth  that  your  swete  herte  of  stele 
ed  now  ageynes  me  to  kene. 

herte  and  best  beloved  fo, 
eth  yow  to  do  me  a!  this  wo,    60 
have  I  doon  that  greveth  yow,  or 
ayd, 

[  serve  and  love  yow  and  no  mo  ? 
list  I  lyve  I  wol  ever  do  so  ; 
:herfor,  swete,  ne  beth  nat  yvcl 
payd. 

ood  and  so  fair  as  ye  be 
;re  right  gret  wonder  but  ye  hadde 
e  servantes,  bothe  of  goode  and 
>adde ; 
>t  worthy  of  alle  hem,  I  am  he. 

ir-the-les,  my  righte  lady  swete, 
hat  I  be  unconnyng  and  unmete 
.'rve,  as   I  coude  best,   ay  your 
lynesse.  71 

;r  fayner  noon,  that  wolde  I  hetc, 
to  do  yow  ese,  or  elles  bete 
so  I  wiste  that  were  to  your 
distresse] ; 


Tp.  Pari.  Fault t^  11.  90,  91,  and  Compl. 
.  99-104. 
Antlida^  I.  3^7. 
rley  inserts  /!(?  oefore  than. 
s  stanza  is  different  in  form  from  those 
:de  and  follow  it. 
rley  inserts  lo  after  Ude, 
r  seems  here  to  be  dissyllabic  as  in  A.S. 
rley,  nwm/ayner. 

rley,  iojnmreAyenessf,  caught  from  1. 71. 
d»  ia  yow  distresse.    Perhaps  that  was 


And  hadde  I  myght  as  good  as  I  have  wille 
Than  shulde  ye  fele  wher  it  were  so 

or  noon ; 
For  in  this  worlde  lyvyng  is  ther  noon 

That  fayner  wolde  your  hertes  wil  fiilfille. 

For  bothe  I  love  and  eekdredeyowsosorc. 

And  algates  moot,  and  have  doon  yow, 

ful  yore,  80 

That  bettre  loved  is  noon,  ne  never  shal ; 
And  yit  I  wolde  beseche  yow  of  no  more. 
But  leveth  wel,  and  be  not  wrooth  ther-fore. 

And  lat  me  serve  yow  forth ;  lo,  this  is  al ! 
For  I  am  not  so  hardy,  ne  so  wood, 

For  to  desire  that  ye  shulde  love  me ; 

For  wel  I  wot,  alias  !  that  may  nat  be ; 
I  am  so  litel  worthy,  and  ye  so  good. 

For  ye  be  oon  the  worthiest  on-lyve 
And  I  the  most  unlikly  for  to  thryve  ;  90 

Yit  for  al  this  witeth  ye  right  wele 
That  ye  ne  shul  me  from  yourservyce  dryve 
That  I  nil  ay,  with  alle  my  wyttes  fyve, 

Serve  yow  trewly,  what  wo  so  that  I  fele. 
For  I  am  set  on  yow  in  swich  manere, 

That,  thogh  ye  never  wil  upon  me  rewc, 

I  moste  yow  love,  and  beeneveras  trewe 
As  any  man  can,  or  may,  on-lyve  [here]. 

But  the  more  that  I  love  yow,  goodly  free. 
The  lasse  fynde  I  that  ye  loven  me ;    100 

Alias !  whan  shal  that  harde  wy  t  amende  ? 
Wher  is  now  al  your  wom manly  pitee, 
Your  gentilesse  and  your  debonairtee 

Wil  ye  no-thyng  ther-of  upon  me  spende  ? 
And  so  hool,  swete,  as  I  am  yourcs  al, 

And  so  gret  wil  as  I  have  yow  to  serve, 

Now,  certes,  and  ye  lete  me  thus  sterve, 
Yit  have  ye  wonne  ther-on  but  a  smal. 

Yox  at  my  knowyng,  I  do  nought  why. 
And  this  I  wol  beseche  yow  hertely,    no 

not  in  the  orieinal  text  and  wiste  was  pronounced 
as  a  dissyllable. 

91.  Ske.1t  inserts  norv  before  tviteth,  but  the 
whole  poem  is  experimental,  and  possibly  this  line 
is  ^  Chaucer  wrote  it.  Cp.  11.  39,  xoo,  and  116. 
In  all  a  heavy  stress  on  the  first  syllable  lends 
dramatic  value  to  the  line. 

93.  Shirley,  ne  wil. 

98.  here  supplied  by  Skeat. 

9Q.  Shirley,  But  the  morty  etc  Skeat  omits 
But. 


zzs 


1-38 


EARLIER  MINOR  POEMS 


Th.at,  thcr  ever  ye  fynde,  whil  ye  lyve, 
A  trcwer  ser\'ant  to  yow  than  am  I, 
Levx'th  thanne,  and  slceth  me  hardely 

And  I  my  decth  to  yow  wol  al  foryive. 
And  if  ye  fynde  no  trewer  verely 

Will  ye  suffre  than  that  I  thus  spille, 

And  for  no  manergilt  but  mygoodwille? 
As  good  wer  thanne  untrewe  as  trewe  to  be. 

But  I,  my  lyf  and  deeth,  to  yow  obeye, 
And  with  right  buxom  herte  hooly  I  preyc 

^Vs  is  yi>ur  moste  plesure,  so  doth  by  me ; 
Wcl  lever  is  me  liken  yow  and  dye  122 
Than  for  to  anythyng  or  thynke  or  seye 

That  myghte  yow  offende  in  any  tyme. 
And  ther-for,  swcle,  rewe  on  my  peynes 
smerle 

And  of  your  grace  granteth   me  som 
drojx* ; 

For  elles  may  me  laste  ne  blis,  ne  hope, 
\c  dwellcn  in  my  trouble  careful  herte. 


THE  COMPLEYNTE  OF  FAIRE 
ANELIDA  AND  FALSE 
ARCITE 

Tliou  ferscClodof  aruK-s,  Mars  thcretlo, 
That  in  the  frosty  contree  called  Trace, 
Within  thy  grisly  temple  ful  of  drede. 
Honoured  art,  as  patroun  of  that  place  I 
With  thy  Bellona,  Pallas,  ful  of  grace  ! 
Pe  present,  and  my  song  contynueand  g)'e. 
At  my  l)eg>nnyng  thus  to  the  I  crye. 

For  hit  ful  depe  is  sonken  in  my  mynde, 
With  pitous  herte,  in  Englysh  for  tendyte 
This  olde  siorie,  in  I^tyn  which  I  fynde,  10 
Of  <|ucne  Anelyda  and  fals  Arcite, 
That  elde,  which  that  al  can  frete  and 
bite,    - 

111.   Shirley,  "ivhyUs. 

115.  Shirley,  no  trciwr  so  verrayly.  Ed.  1561 
no  0'i':ivr  vt'rely,  a  false  rime. 

1 19-1  ?H.  Thi-i  st.inza  is  only  found  in  the  PhiUp{>s 
MS.,  and  I  lake  the  text  from  Skeat.  I  am  douht- 
ful  of  its  authenticity. 

i-7<'.  Tln-se  firxt  ten  stanzas  are  ba.sed  on  the 
Tfwitff',  i.  and  ii. 

1,  Mars  the  rt'd\  'O  Martc  rubicondo,'  Tes. 
\.  y, 

2.  Trace ^  Thrace. 


As  hit  hath  freten  mony  a  noUe  storie,— 
Hath  nygh  devoured  out  of  our  mcmdric 

Be  iiivorable  eek,  thou  rolj^inD)'^, 
On  Parnaso  that  with  thy  sustrcs  giadc, 
By  Elicon,  not  fer  from  Cirre^ 
Syngest  with  vois  memorial  in  the  shade, 
Under  the  laurer,  which  that  may  not  £ule, 
And  do  that  I  my  shippe  to  haven  wynne. 
First  folwe  I  Stace,  and  after  himCoryiuie- 

\The  Story\ 

When  Theseus,  vrith  werres  longe  and 
grete,  « 

The  aspre  folk  of  Cithe  hadde  overcome, 
With  laurer  crouned,  in  his  char,  gold  bete, 
I  lome  to  his  contre  houses  is  y>come ; 
For  which  the  peple,  blisful  al  and  somme, 
So  cr)'den,  that  un-to  the  sterres  hit  wente, 
And  him  to  honouren  dide  al  hir  entente. 

Befom  this  duke,  in  signe  of  hy  vict6rie, 
The  trompes  come,  and  in  his  baner  laige, 
The  ymage  of  Mars ;  and  in  tokenyng  of 
glorie,  3« 

Men  myghte  seen  of  tresor  mony  a  charge, 
Mony  a  bright  helm,  and  mony  a  spere 

and  targe, 
Mony  a  fresh  knyght,  and  mony  a  blis- 
ful route. 
On  hors,  and  fote,  in  al  the  felde  aboate. 

lix>lita,  his  wyf,  the  hardy  quene 
Of  Ciihia,  that  he  conqudred  hadde, 
With  Emelye  her  yonge  suster  shene, 

15.  Polymnya^  noAvfimo,  one  of  the  oine 
Muse.^. 

16.  Pantiisflf  Mount  Pairnassns. 

17.  KHcon,  Mount  Helicon  in  B<Botia,  to 
Chaucer  seems  to  have  confuted  it  with  ihjj 
Castalian  spring.  Cp.  //.  0/  F.  I.  jaa,  »"" 
Trail,  iii.  ii'09.  ^ 

17.  Cirrfa,  Cirra,  an  ancient  town  near  DelpW 
at  the  foot  of  ParnaMUS. 

21 .  Stace,  Statius,  whose  TMauf  is  the  •oore* 
of  some  of  the  following  stanxas. 

21.  Coryi*»<%  Corinnus  who  is  sud  to  ta* 
written  an  account  of  the  Trojan  war  in  Don^ 
CI  reck. 

23.  Cithf,  Scythia. 

24.  Cp.  AV  T.  169,  lai. 
30,  31.  Cp.  fhid.  117,  118. 


36,  37.  Cp.  /Hd.  23,  94. 


32*  37 
38.  C 


p.  Ibid*  114. 
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lar  of  golde  he  with  hym  ladde, 
I  ground  aboute  her  char  she 
idde  40 

nesscof  the  beautee  in  her  fece, 
largesse  and  of  al  grace. 

tryumph,  and  laurer-crouncd 

ourc  of  fortunes  yevynge, 
noble  prince,  this  Theseus, 
hencs  in  his  wey  ridynge, 
J  I  wol  in  shortly  for  to  bryngc 
ey  of  that  I  gan  to  write, 
Lnclida  and  fals  Arcite. 

hich  that  through  his  furious 
rse  of  yre,  50 

rath  of  Juno  to  fulfille, 
le  peples  hertes  bothe  on  fire 
ind  Grece,  eche  other  for  to  killc 
speres,  ne  rested,  never  stille, 
now  her,  now  ther,  among  hem 
le, 

:h  other  slough,  so  were  they 
the. 

n  Amphiorax  and  Tydeus, 
Parthonopee  also 
and  slawen  proud  Campaneus, 
le  wrecchcdThebans  brethercn 

60 
and  kyng  Adrastus  home  a-go, 
stood  Thebes  and  so  bare, 
ght  coude  remedie  of  his  fare. 

n  that  oldc  Creon  gan  espye 
le  blood  roial  was  broght  adoun, 
e  cite  by  his  tyrannye, 
le  gentils  of  that  regioun 
rendes,  and  wonnenin  the  toun. 

Ttseidf,  iL  st.  10-12. 

Trojr,  Amphiaraus,  swallowed  up  by 

tic  sic^e  of  Thebes. 

,  mamed  a  daughter  of  Adrastus. 

tm^     Hippomedon,     one     of     the 

ra  Thcbas,'  as  also  was  Parthonopte 

is),    and    Campaneus    (Capanetis) 

:k  with  lightning  by  Jupiter. 

yn  andprottd  ;  rest  slayn  proud. 

xrles  and  Polynices,  who  caused  the 


tfx,  King  of  Argos,  who  assisted  his 
lynices. 


So,  what  for  love  of  him,  and  what  for  awe, 
The  noble  folk  wer  to  the  toune  y-drawe. 

Among  al  these,  An^lida  the  quene  71 
Of  Ermony  was  in  that  toune  duellynge, 
That  fairer  was  then  is  the  sonne  shene  ; 
Throughout  the  world  so  gan  her  name 

sprynge. 
That  her  to  seen  had  every  wyght  Iik]^'nge  ; 
For,  as  of  trouthe,  ther  is  noon  her  liche, 
Of  al  the  women  in  this  worlde  riche. 

Yong  was  this  quene,  of  twenty  yeer 
of  elde. 
Of  mydel  stature,  and  of  swich  faimesse. 
That  Nature  had  a  joyc  hir  to  behelde ;  80 
And  for  to  speken  of  her  stidfestnesse. 
She  passed  hath  Penelope  and  Lucressc, 
And  shortly,  yf  she  shal  be  comprehended, 
In  her  ne  myghte  nothing  been  amended. 

This  Theban  knyght  [Arcite]  eek,  soth 

to  seyn, 
Wasyonge,  and  ther- withal  a  lusty  knyght, 
But  he  was  double  in  love,  and  nothyng 

pleyn, 
And  subtil  in  that  crafte  over  any  wyght, 
And  with  his  cunnyngwan  this  lady  bright : 
For  so  ferforth  he  can  hir  trouthe  assure,  90 
That  she  him  trust  over  any  creature. 

What    shulde   I   seyn?     She    lovede 
Arcite  so 
That  when  that  he  was  absent  any  throwe, 
Anon  hir  thoghte  hir  herte  brast  a-two  ? 
P  or  in  hir  sight  to  hir  he  bar  him  lowe, 
So  that  she  wende  have  al  his  herte  y-knowe ; 
But  he  wasfals,  hit  nas  but  feyned  chere, — 
As  nedeth  not  to  men  such  craft  to  lere  ! 

But  natheles  ful  mychel  bes3messe 
Haddehe,  erthathe  myghtehislady  wynne. 
And  swor  he  wolde  dyen  for  distresse,  xox 
Or  from  his  wy  t ,  he  seyde,  he  wolde  t wynne. 

72.  Ermony,  Armenia. 

76.  So  Lt.  ;  the  rest  is  ihtr;  perhaps  Chaucer 
wrote  nis  iktr. 

82.  Lucresstt  Lucretia. 

85.  Skcat  inserts  Arcitt. 

91.  Skeat  reads  trust;  B  T.t.  F  H  D  Cx. 
irtuttd;  Ha.  'In.  trusteth. 
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Alas  the  while!  forhitwasroutheandsynne, 
That  she  ujx)!!  his  sorwes  wolde  re  we, 
But  nothyng  thenketh  the  fals  as  doth  the 
trewe. 

Hir  fredom  fond  Arcite  inswichmanere, 
That al  was  his  thatshehath,  mocheorlyte ; 
Ne  to  no  creature  ne  made  she  chere, 
Ferther  than  that  it  lykede  to  Arcite ; 
Ther  was  no  lak  with  which  he  myghte 
hir  wyte,  1x0 

She  was  so  ferforth  yeven  him  to  plese, 
That  al  that  lykede  him  it  dide  hir  ese. 

Ther  nas  to  hir  no  maner  lettre  y-sent 
That  touched  love,  from  eny  maner  wj-ght. 
That  she  ne  shewed   hit  him  er  hit  was 

brent ; 
Sopleyn  she  was,  and  dide  hir  fulle  myght, 
That   she   nyl  hiden  nothyng  from  her 

knyght, 
Lest  he  of  any  untrouth  hir  upbre)'de ; 
Withoute  bode  his  heste  she  olicyde.    119 

And  eek  he  made  him  jclous  over  here. 
That  what  that  eny  man  hadde  to  hir  seyd, 
Anoon  he  wolde  preyen  hir  to  swere 
What  was  that  word,  or  make  him  evel 

ajxiid  ; 
Then  wcndc  she  out  of  herwyt  have  bra)'d, 
liut  al  this  nas  but  sleight  and  flateric ; 
Withoutcn  love,  he  feyned  jclousye. 

And  al  this  took  she  so  debonairly. 
That  al  his  wylle,  hir  thoghtc  hit  skilful 

thyng ; 
And  ever  the  lenger  she  loved  him  tenderly. 
And  dide  him  honour  as  he  were  a  kyng.  130 
Ilir  hertc  was  to  him  wedded  with  a  ring  ; 
So  ferforth  upon  trouthc  is  hir  entente, 
Thatwherhegothjhirhertewithhimwente. 

Wlien  she  shal  ete,  on  him  is  so  hir 
thoght. 
That  wel  unnethe  of  mete  took  she  kepe  ; 
And  whan  that  she  was  to  her  reste  broght, 
On  him  she  ihoghte  alwey  til  that  sheslcep ; 
When  he  was  absent,  prevely  she  weep. 
Thus  lyveth  fair  Anelida  the  quene,  139 
For  fals  Arcite,  that  dide  her  al  this  tene. 


This  fals  Arcite,  of  his  newfiuigeiiicsse, 
For  she  to  him  so  lowly  was  and  trewe, 
Took  lesse  de)'ntee  for  her  sted&stnesse, 
And  saw  another  lady,  proud  and  neve. 
And  right  anon  he  cladde  him  in  hir 

hewe, — 
Wot  I    not  whether  in  white,  rede,  or 

grene,— 
And  falsed  fair  Anelida  the  quene. 

But  nathelesse,  gretwonder  was  hit  dood 
Thoghhe  were  fals,  for  hit  is  kynde  of  man, 
Sith  Lamek  was,  that  is  so  longe  agooo,  190 
To  been  in  love  as  fals  as  ever  he  on ; 
He  was  the  firste  fader  that  began 
To  loven  two,  and  was  in  bigamye. 
And  he  found  tentes  first,  bat  if  men  Ije. 

This  fals  Arcite  somwhat  moste  he  feyne 
When  he  was  fals,  to  covere  hb  traitorye, 
Right  as  an  hors,  that  can  both  bite  and 

plejTie ; 
For  he  bar  hir  on  honde  of  trecfaeiye. 
And  swoor  hecoude  herdoubli6hesseespye, 
And  al  was  falsnes  that  she  to  him  mente ; 
Thus  swoor  this  theef,  and  forth  his  way 

he  wcnte.  ifa 

Alas  !  what  herte  myghte  endoren  lut, 
For  routhe  or  wo,  hir  sorwe  for  to  telle? 
Or  what  man  hath  the  cunnyng  or  thewyt? 
Or  what  man  myghte  within  the  chamfaK 

duelle. 
If  I  to  him  reherscn  shal  the  helle 
That  suflfreth  fair  Anelida  the  quene 
For  fals  Arcite,  that  dide  her  al  this  teoe? 

She  wepeth,  waileth,  swouneth  pitouslji 
To  grounde  deed  she  falleth  as  a  stooD ; 
Al  crampissheth  hir  lymes  crokedly ;  i7< 
She  speketh  as  hir  wyt  were  al  agoon ; 
Other  colour  then  as^en  hath  she  nooni 
Non  other  word  she  speketh  mocbe  or  lyte, 
But  *  Mercy  !  cruel  hertc  myn,  Arcite  !* 

And   thus  endureth,  til  she  was  s'^ 
mate 


146.  Bot  not  Uoe,  the  ccAom  ctcouMocf' 
174.  All  read  s/eketk  sJke» 
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That  she  ne  hath  foot,  on  which  she  taay 


His  herte  is  elteswher  so  newe  and  gtene, 
That  on  hir  wo  nc  deyneth  him  nol  to 

I  lim  lekketh  never  wher  she  flete  or  synke. 

His  newe  lady  holdeth  him  so  narwc 
Up  by  the  biyJei,  at  the  staves  ende, 
That  every  word  hedraddehil  as  an  arwe; 
Hii  daui^er  made  him  bolhe  bowe  ard 

And  as  hir  liste,  madehim  lutne  or  wende ; 
For  she  ne  graunted  him  in  her  lyvynge 
No  grace,  why  that  he  hath  lusl  lo  synge  ; 

But  drof  him  forth,  unneihe  liste  hir 

knowe  190 

That  he  was  servaunt  to  her  Udishippe  ; 

But  lest  that  he  wer  proude,  she  hclde 

him  lowe. 
Thus  serveth  he,  withouten  fee  otshipe 
She  sent  him  now  to  londe,  now  toshippe, 
And  for  she  y af  him  daunger  at  his  (ille, 
Theifoi  she  hadde  him  at  her  owne  wille. 

Ensample  of  this,  ye  thrifty  wymmcn, 
alle. 
Take  here  of  Anelida  and  bis  Ardte, 
That  for  hii  liste  him  '  dere  herte  '  calle. 
And  was  so  meke,  Iherforhe  loved  hir  lyte ; 
Thefcyndeofmannesherteis  todelyle  loi 
Id  ihyng  that  stiaunge  is,  also  God  me 


It  he  may  not  gele,  that  wolde  he 


Now  turoe  we  to  Anelida  ageyn, 
That  pyneth  day  be  day  in  languisshyng  : 
Bat  when  she  saw  that  hir  ne  gat  no  geyn, 
Upon  a  day,  fill  sorwfiiHy  wepyng, 
She  caste  hit  lor  to  make  a  compleynyng  ; 
And  with  her  owne  hond  shegui  hit  wtyte. 
And  senie  it  to  her  Tbeban  knyght  Arcite. 

iS>  A  QKUpbor  IwRQwed  from  11  hone  [ightljr 


[73<  Cempleynl  of  Faire  Anilyda  ufan 
Full  Arcyle] 
{Protm) 
So  thirleth  with  the  poynt  of  rcmem- 

The  swerd  of  sorwe,  y-whel  with  &ls 
plesaunce, 

Mynhertebareofblis,andl>lakorhewe, 
That  turned  is  to  quakyng  al  my  daunct, 
My  surety  in  a-whaped  countenaunce, 

Silh  hit  a™ilcth  nol  for  to  ben  irewe  : 

For  who-so  trewest  is,  hit  shall  hir  rewe 
That  serveth  love,  and  doth  hir  observaunce 

Alwey  to  oon,  and  chaungcth  for  no 

{StrojAt) 

I  wot  my-self  as  wel  as  any  wyght,  iid 

For  I  loved  oon  withal  my  herte  and  ni^hl. 

More  then  my-self  an  hundred  thousand 

sithe, 

And  Cttllede  him  myhertes  Ijf,  my  knyght. 

And  was  al  his,  as  fer  as  hit  was  right ; 

And  whan  that  he  was  glad,  than  was 

1  blithe, 
And  his  disese  was  my  deeth  as  swyihe. 
And  he  ageyn  his  trouthe  me  hadde  plight, 
For  ever-more,  his  lady  me  lo  kythc. 

Now  is  he  fals,  alas  t  and  causeles, 
And  of  my  wo  he  is  so  routhelcs,  gjn 

That  withawordehim  list  not  oncsdeyne 
To  bringe  ageyn  my  sorwfui  herte  in  pees. 
For  he  is  caught  up  in  another  lees ; 

Right  as  him  list,  he  laugheth  at  my 
peyne, 

And  I  ne  con  myn  herte  not  rcslreyne 
That  I  ne  love  him  alwey  nalhtles, 

Andofal  this  I  noottowhommc  pteyne. 


And  shal   I   pleyne  (alas 

Unto  my  foo,  that  yaf  my  herte 
And  yet  desireth  that  myn  han 
Nay,  certea  !  ferther  wol  I  nev 
Non  other  help  my  sores  for  Ic 
My  desteny  hath  shapen  hit 
I  wil  non  other  medecyne  x\< 
ii«.  F  B  H  Altai    nrw   *ati 


the   harde 

m be  more? 

1  somide ; 
fill  yore. 
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I  wil  ben  ay  ther  I  was  ones  bounde ; 
That  I  have  seid,  be  seid  for  evermore. 

Alas  !  wher  is  become  your  gentilesse? 
Vour  wordes  ful  of  plesaunce  and  hum- 
blesse  ? 

Your  observaunces  in  soo  low  manere  ? 
And  your  awayting,  and  your  besynesse,  250 
Upon  me,  that  ye  callede  your  maistresse, 

Your  sovereyn  lady  in  this  world  here? 

Alas  !  and  is  ther  now  nother  word  ne 
chere, 
Ye  vouchesauf  upon  myn  hev3messe  ? 

Alas  !  your  love,  I  bye  hit  al  to  dere  ! 

Now  certes,  swete,  thogh  that  yc 
Thus  causeles  the  cause  be, 

Of  my  dedly  adversity, 
Your  manly  resoun  oghte  it  to  respjrte, 

To  slee  your  frend,  and  namely  me,  260 
That  never  yet  in  no  degre 

Offended  yow,  as  wisly  he, 
That  al  wot,  out  of  wo  my  soule  quyte. 

But  for  I  was  so  pleyne,  Arcite, 
In  allc  my  werkes,  muche  and  lite, 

And  so  bes^  yow  to  delyte, — 
Myn  honour  save, — meke,  kynde,  and  fre, 

Therfor  ye  putte  on  me  this  wyte  : 
And  of  me  recche  not  a  myte, 

Thogh  that  the  swerde  of  sorwe  byte  970 
My  woful  herte,  through  your  cnielt^. 

My  swete  foo,  why  do  ye  so,  for  shame? 

And  thenke  ye    that  furthered  be   your 

name, 

Tolovea-newe,  andbenuntrewe?  Nay! 

And  putte  you  in  sclaunder  no  wand  blame. 

And  do  to  me  adversitee  and  grame. 

That  love  you  most — God,  wel  thou 

wost  ! — alway  ? 
And  come  ageyn,  and  be  al  pleyn  som 
(lay, 
And  then    shal  this,  that  hath  be  mys, 
be  game, 
And  al  for}'ive,  whyl  I  lyve  may.      980 

264-266.  F  B  Tn.  H  D  Lt.  Ff.— 

Hut  for  I  shewed  you.  Arc'itc, 
All  th.it  iiu'ii  woU(e  to  niv  wrytc. 


27g. 


Ami  was  m)  besy,  etc. 
F  W  H  And  tunte  a  I  this 


to. 


{Antistrophe) 

Lo,  herte  myn,  al  this  is  for  to  seyn. 
As  whether  shal  I  preye  or  dies  pleyn  ? 

Which  is  the  wey  to  doon  yow  to  be 
trewe  ? 
For  either  mot  I  have  yow  in  my  chcyr, 
Or  with  the  dethe  ye  mot  departeustwcyn ; 

Ther  ben  non  other  mene  weyes  newe, 

For,  God  so  wisly  upon  my  soule  rewc, 
^\s  verily  yc  sleen  me  with  the  peyn ; 

That  may  ye  see  unfeyned  of  myn  hewe. 

For  thus  ferforth  have  I  my  deeth  y  >sogfat, 
My-self  I  mordre  with  my  prevy  thoght ;  «>i 

For  sorwe  and  routhe  of  yonai  unkynde- 
nesse, 
I  wepe,  I  wake,  I  faste  ;  al  helpeth  noght; 
I  weyve  joy  that  is  to  speke  of  oght, 

I  voyde  companye,  I  flee  gladnesse ; 

Who  may  avaunte  hir  bet  of  hevynesse 
Then  I  ?    And  to  this  plyte  have  ye  me 
broght, 

Withoute  gilt, — me  nedeth  no  witnesse. 

And  sholde  I  preye,  and  weyve  woman- 

hede  ?  299 

Nay  !  rather  deeth,  then  do  so  cruel  dede, 

And  axe  mercy,  causeles, — what  nede? 
And  if  I  pleyne  what  lyf  that  I  ledc. 
Than  wol  ye  laugh ;  I  know  it  outofdrede: 

And  if  I  unto  you  myn  othes  bede 

.  For  myn  excuse,  ascom  shal  bemy  mede. 
Your  chere  floureth,  but  it  wol  not  scde, 

Ful  longeagoon  I  oghte  have  take  hede. 

For  thogh  I  hadde  yow  to-morweagejUi 
I  myghte  as  wel  holde  Averill  fix)  reyn, 

As  holde  yow  to  make  yow  stedfiist  3*" 
Almyghty  God,  of  trouth  the  sovereign ! 
Wher  is  the  t  routhe  of  man  ?  who  hath  it 
sleyn  ? 

Who  that  hem  loveth,  shal  hem  fynJ* 
as  fast 

As  in  a  tempest  is  a  roten  mast 
Is  that  a  tame  best,  that  b  ay  feyn 

To  renne  away,  when  he  b  leest  agist? 

290.  Harl.  Cx.  omit  this  stanza.  All  rew 
toght, 

303.  F  B  Tn.  Lt.  Ff.  H  Yaw  ruketkiut  UuUl 
\y  Vou  rekke  not  that. 
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Now  mercy,  swete,  if  I  mysseye  ! 
Have  I  seyd  oght  amys,  I  preye  ? 

I  noot,  my  wit  is  al  aweye. 
I  fare  as  doth  the  songe  of  Chauntepleure ; 

For  now  I  pleyne,  and  now  I  pleye,  321 
I  am  so  mas^  that  I  deye, 

Arcite  hath  bom  awey  the  keye 
Of  al  my  worlde,  and  my  good  aventure. 

For  in  this  worlde  nys  creature, 
Walkynge,  in  more  discomfiture, 

Then  I,  ne  more  sorwe  endure ; 
And  if  I  slepe  a  furlong  wey  or  tweye, 

Than  thinketh  me,  that  your  figure 
Before  me  stant  clad  in  asure,  330 

To  profren  eft  a  newe  assure, 
For  to  be  trewe,  and  mercy  me  to  preye. 

The  longe  nyght,  thb  wonder  sight  I 

drye. 
And  on  the  day  for  this  afray  I  dye, 
And  of  al  this  right  noght,  ywys,  ye  recche ; 
Ne  nevermo  myn  Jren  two  be  drye, 
And  to  your  routhe  and  to  your  trouthe 

I  crie ! 
But,  welawey  !  to  fer  be  they  to  fecche, 
Thus  holdeth  me  my  destynee  a  wrecche, 
But  me  to  rede  out  of  this  drede,  or  gyc, 
Ne  may  my  wit,    so  weyke  b  hit,    not 

strecche.  341 

{Conclusion) 

Then  ende  I  thus,sithImaydono  more, — 
I  yeve  hit  up  for  now  and  evermore  ; 
For  I  shal  never  eft  putten  in  balaunce 
My  sekemes,  ne  leme  of  love  the  lore  ; 
But  as  the  swan,  I  have  herd  seye  fill  yore, 
Aye3nis  his  deeth  shal  singen  his  penaunce, 
So  singe  I  here  the  destyny  or  chaunce. 
How  that  Arcite,  Anelida  so  sore 
Had  thirled  with  the  poynt  of  remem- 
braunce.  350 

\Tht  Story  coftiinued\ 

Whan  that  Anelida,  this  woful  quenc. 
Hath  of  her  hande  writen  in  this  >vysc, 

320.  CkoHnUpleurtt  the  name  of  a  famous 
|Mem  of  the  13th  century  addressed  to  those  who 
»ing  in  this  world  but  shall  weep  in  the  next 

331.  F  B  H  Totwereyet, 

351.  This  stanza  is  found  only  in  To.  D  Fl. 
and  Lt. 


With  face  deed,  betwyxe  pale  and  grene. 
She  fel  a-swowe ;  and  sith  she  gan  to  rise, 
And  unto  Mars  avoweth  sacrifise 
Within  the  temple,  with  a  sorwful  chere. 
That  shapen  was,  as  ye  shal  after  here. 


THE  PARLEMENT  OF  FOULES 

Here  begynyth  the  Parkment  of  Foulys 

The  Proem 

The  lyf  so  short,  the  craft  so  long  to  lerne, 
Thassayso  hard,  so  sharp  theconquerynge. 
The  drcdfiil  joye,  alwey  that  slit  so  yemc  ; 
Al  this  mene  I  be  love,  that  my  fclyng 
A-stonyeth  with  his  wondyrful  wcrkyng, 
So  sore  y-wis,  that  whan  I  on  hym  thynke 
Nat  wot  I  wel  wher  that  I  flete  or  synke. 

Foral  be  that  I  knowe  not  Love  indedc, 
Ne  wot  how  that  he  quyteth  folk  hir  hyrc, 
Yit  happeth  me  fill  ofte  in  bokes  rede   10 
Of  his  myracles  and  his  cruel  yre  ; 
Ther  rede  I  wel  he  wol  be  lord  and  syre, 
t  dar  nat  seyn,  his  strokes  been  so  sore. 
But  God  save  swich  ajord !  I  sey  no  more. 

Of  usage,  what  for  lust  and  what  for  lore, 
On  bokes  rede  I  ofte,  as  I  yow  toldc. 
But  wherfor  that  I  speke  al  this  ?  Not  yore 
Agon,  it  happ)ed  me  for  to  be-holde  18 
Up-on  a  bok,  was  write  with  lettrcs  olde; 
And  ther-upon,  a  ccrlcyn  thing  to  lerne. 
The  longe  day  ful  fastc  I  radde  and  ycme. 

For  out  of  olde  feldcs,  as  men  seith, 
Cometh  al  this  newe  corn  from  yeer  to 

yere ; 
And  out  of  olde  bokes,  in  good  feith, 
G^meth  al  this  newe  science  I  hat  men  lere. 
But  now  to  purpos  as  of  this  niaterc, — 
To  rede  forth  it  gan  me  so  dclyte, 
That  al  the  day  me  thoughte  but  a  lyle. 

This  bok,  of  which  I  make  mencioun, 
Entitled  was  al  thus  as  I  schal  telle,      30 

357.  Lt.  Th.  tuay  piainiy. 

z.  Hippocratch' nrst  aphorism: — 
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*  Tullyiis,  of  the  Dreem  of  Scipioun.' 
Chapitres  it  hadde  sevene,  of  hevene  and 

helle 
Anderthe,  and  soules  thattherynnedwelle, 
Of  whiche,  as  shortly  as  I  can  it  trete, 
Of  his  sentence  I  wol  you  seyn  the  grete. 

First,  tellethit,  whan  Scipiounwas  come 
In  Affrik,  how  he  mette  Massynisse 
That  him  for  joye  in  armes  hath  y-nome. 
Than  tellcth  he  hir  speche,  and  al  the 
blisse  39 

That  was  betwix  hem  til  the  day  gan  misse, 
And  how  his  auncestre,  African  so  dere, 
Gan  in  his  slep  that  nyght  to  him  appere. 

Than  telleth  it,  that  from  a  sterry  place. 
How  African  hath  him  Cartage  shewed, 
And  warned  him  be-fore  of  al  his  grace, 
And  seyd  him,  what  man  lered  other  lewed 
That  lovcth  comun  profit,  wel  y-thewed. 
He  shulde  in-to  a  blisful  place  wende, 
Ther  as  joye  is  that  last  with-outen  ende. 

Than  axcde  he  if  folk  that  hcer  been 
dcdc  50 

Han  lyf  and  dwellyng  in  another  place. 
And  African  seyde,  *  Ye,withoute  drede,' 
And  that  our  present  worldes  Ijrves  space 
Nis  but  a  maner  deth,  what  wey  we  trace. 
And  rightful  folk  shul  gon  after  they  dye 
To  hevene ;  and  shewede  him  theOalaxye. 

Than  shewede  he  hym  the  litel  erthe 
that  here  is, — 
At  regard  of  the  hevenes  quantity, — 
And  after  shewe<le  he  hym  thenyne  speres, 
And  after  that  the  melodye  herde  he     60 
That  cometh  of  thilkc  speres  thryes  three. 
That  welle  is  of  musik  and  melodye 
In  this  world  hecr,  and  cause  of  armonye. 

ir.  Marcus  Tullius  Cicero,  whose  SomMtum 
Sdf'ionis  was  originally  included  in  the  De  Re- 
f'uhiiia,  ]{k.  vi. 

<6.  Sci/>ionH,  P.  Cornelius  Scipio  iflmilianus 
Africanus  Minor,  who  won  the  third  Punic  War. 
He  went  in  150  u.c.  to  meet  Masinissa,  King  of 
Numidi.i,  who  had  received  many  favours  from 
'  his  aunccstrc  '  Africanus  Major. 

6r,  62.  An  allusion  to  the  so-called  'harmony 
of  the  spheres '  which  arose  from  the  supposed 
connection  between  the  number  of  the  planets  and 


Than  bad  he  him,  syn  erth^  was  so  lyte, 
And  ful  of  torment  and  of  harde  grace, 
That  he  ne  schulde  him  in  the  worid  ddyte. 
Thanne  tolde  he  him  in  certeynyeressptce 
That  everysterre  shulde  come  into  hispbce 
Ther  it  was  first,  and  al  shuldeoutofmyndc 
That  in  this  world  is  don  of  al  mankynde. 

Than  praydehim  Scipiountotellehymal 
The  wcye  to  come  in-to  that  hevene  blisse ; 
And    he    seyde,    'Know   thy -self  fiist 

immortal, 
And  loke  aybesilythow  werche  and  wysse 
To  comoun  profit,  and  thow shall  not  mysse 
To  comen  swiftly  to  that  place  dere 
That  ful  of  blysse  is  and  of  soules  deie. 

'  But  brekers  of  the  lawe,  soth  to  seyn, 
And  lecherous  folk,  aft:er  that  theybedcde, 
Shul  whirle  a-boute  the  erthe  alwey  iii 

peyne,  80 

Til  many  a  world  be  passed,  out  of  dredc, 
And  than,  for-ycven  alle  hir  wikked  dedc, 
Thanshul  they  come  in-to  that  blysfiil  place, 
To  which  to  comen  God  thee  sende  hb 

grace  1' 

The  day  gan  failen,  and  the  derke  nyght, 
That  reveth  bestes  from  hir  besynesse, 
Berafte  me  my  book  for  lakke  of  lyght, 
And  to  my  bed  I  gan  me  for  to  dresse, 
Fulfild  of  thought  and  besy  hevynesse;  89 
Forbothe  I  haddcthyngwhichthatlnoldc, 
And  ek  I  ne  hadde  that  thyng  thati  wolde. 

But  fynally,  my  spirit  at  the  laste, 
For-wery  of  my  labour  al  the  day, 
Took  rest,  that  made  me  to  slepe  faste ; 
And  in  my  sleep  I  mette,  as  that  I  lay, 
How  African  right  in  the  same  any 
That  Scipioun  him  saw  before  that  tydc 
Was  come  and  stood  right  at  my  beddes 
syde. 

the  number  of  musical  notes  in  the  scale.    Cp* 
Shak.  M.  ofV,  v.  60. 

80.  whirie  a-boute ^^^  volutantur,'  Cicero. 

85  f.  Cp.  Inferno^  ii.  1-3. 

Lo  riomo  se  n'  andava,  c  1'  wet  bnino 
To^cva  gli  animai,  che  sooo  In  tcria 
Dalio  fatiche  lorow 

90.  Cp.  Boethius,  Bk.  iiL  pr.  3. 
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The  wery  hunter,  slepyog  in  his  bed, 
Towodeayein  his  myndegolhanoon  ;  ids 
The  jueediemeth  how  his  plees  ben  sped  ; 
The  carter  dremelh  how  his  carte  is  goon  ; 
The  liche  of  gold ;  the  knyght  Bght  with 

hisfoon; 
The  syke  met  he  diynkelh  of  the  tonne  ; 
The  lover  met  he  hath  hU  lady  wonne. 

Can  I  not  seyn  if  that  the  cause  were 
For  I  hadde  red  of  African  befbm, 
That  made  me  to  mete  that  he  stood  there, 
But  thus  seyde  he  :  <  Thou  hast  thee  fa 

In  lokyi^  of  myn  olde  book  lo-lom,    110 
Of  which  Macrobie  roghte  not  a  lyte, 
That  somdel  of  thy  labour  wolde  I  quyte. ' 

Cytherea,  thou  blisftil  lady  swete. 
That  with   thy  ^brond  damltest  whom 

thee  lest, 
And  madest  me  this  sweven  for  (o  mele, 
Be  thou  my  helpe  in  this,  for  thow  maysl 

best 
As  wbly  as  I  say  the  north-north-west, 
Whan  I  began  myn  Sweven  for  to  wrylc  ; 
So  yif  me  myght  to  ryme  it  and  endyte. 


Tht  Slory 


Thb  lbr«eycl  African 
And  forth- with  him  unloa  gate  me  broghti 
Right  of  a  pork,  walled  with  grcne  stoon  ; 
And   over   the   gate   with   lettres   la^e 

y-wrt^htc 
There  weren  vers  y-writeo,  as  mc  thc^hle, 
On  eyther  syde  of  fill  gret  difference, 
Of  which   I   shal   now  seyn  the   pleyn 

■  Thargh  me  men  goon  in-to  that  blisfiil 

Of  hertes  hele  and  dedly  woundes  cure : 
Thurgh  me  men  gon  un-lo  the  welle  of 


].  CfOma,  Venu^ 

7-  A  nfcnncq  10  th«  pUnet  Venut.    gay,  ww. 


Ther   grene   and   lusty   May  shal    ever 

This  is  the  wey  to  al  good  avcnlure  ; 
Be  glad,  thow  reder  and  thysorweof-caste. 
Al   opeii   am   I,   pas   in   and  sped    the 
&ste!' 

'Thurgh  me  men  gon,'  than  spak  that 
other  syde, 
'  Unto  the  mortal  strokes  of  the  spere 
OfwhichDisdaynandDaungeiis  thegyde, 
Thcr  never  tre  shal  fruyt  ne  leves  here. 
This  stteem  you  ledethto  the  sorwful  were 
Thei  as  the  li&h  in  prison  b  al  drye  ; 
Theschewyng  is  only  the  remedye.'      14a 

Thise  vers  of  gold  and  blak  y-wricen 

The  whichc  I  gan  a-stonied  to  be-holde ; 
For  with  that  oon  encrescde  ay  my  fere, 
And  with  that  other  gan  myn  herte  bolde  ; 
That  oon  me  helte,  that  other  dide  me 

No  wit  hadde  I,  for  errour,  for  to  chese 
To  enlre  or  fleen,  or  me  to  save  or  lese. 

Right  as  be-lwixen  adamauntes  two 
Of  even  myght  a  pece  of  yren  set,  m 
That  hath  no  myght  to  meve  to  ne  fro, — 
Forwhat  thatoon  may  hale  thai  other  let, — 
Feide  I,  that  nyste  whether  me  was  best 
To  entrc  or  leve,  til  African,  my  gyde, 
Me  hente,  and  shoof  in  at  the  gates  wyde. 

ti  thy 


And  seyde,  '  It  slondelh  w 

bee 


Thynenour,  though  thou  telle  it  not  to  me, 
But  dred  thee  not  to  come  in-to  this  place, 
For  tbiswrityi^nis  no  thyng  ment  by  (hee, 
Ne  by  noon,  but  he  Loves  servaunl  be, 
For  thou  of  love  hast  lost  thy  last,  I  gcsse, 
As  seek  man  hath  of  swete  and  biltemcsse. 


'  But  natheles,  al-though  that  Ihi 

dutle,  >( 

Yit  that  thou  canst  not  do,  yit  mayst  t  hou  S4 

For  many  a  man  that  may  not  slonde 

It  liketh  him  at  wrastlyi^  for  to  be, 
And  demen  yit  wher  he  do  bet  or  he  ; 


be 
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Ami.  it  tliou  haiMest  cunnyng  fbrtendite, 
I  ^li.il  ihw  showc  nuter  of  lo  write.* 

Wiihilui  mvhoml  inhUhetooka-noon, 
Ol  wluoh  1  OMnfori  caughte.  and  wente 
\\\  llisio  ;  170 

Hul  \.K^x\\  !  si»  I  wus  j:lud  ami  wel  begoon  ! 
l'\»r  t»wi;il  whor  that  I  mvn  evOn  caste 
Wore  tuvs  cl.ul  with  lots  that  ay  shal 

l-\*hc  \\\  \\\<  kyiulc,  of  cv^lour  firesch  and 

1^1  one 
A«J  omoMiulo,  that  io\-^  it  \*-as  to  sene. 

The  l>iKloro  vx^k  and  cek  the  hardvasshe ; 
Tlic  pilci  olm»  tho  ootVe  unto  care}*ne ; 
The UivtrwpiiK^r :  hohuto whip^K^slasshe ; 
The   Mvlynj:   lirr ;    the   cipres,  deth    lo 

pleyne ; 
'l*hc  sliotcr  ew  :  the  asp  for  shaft es  plejTie ; 
The  olyvo  of  ix*es  and  cek  the  drunken 

vyne ;  181 

Tlie  victor  jvihn,  the  laurer  to  dev\*ne. 

A  ^aiiKn  s,i\v  I  fill  of  bK>smy  bi>wes 
I'p-on  a  liver  in  a  ^rene  nK\le, 
There  as  ther  sweinesse  evermorey-nowis : 
With  tlinirCs  while,  Mewe.yelwe, ami  reile. 
And  O'Klc  welle-stremes.  no-thyn^  deile, 
Tlial  ^^voInnlen  ful  of  sniale  hsches  lighte.  I 
With  fynncs  rv.\le  and  scales  silver-brighte.  : 

Ox\   ever)-  l>ough  the  briddes  herde  I  ' 
synge,  ,90 

Willi  vi>ys  of  aungel  in  her  annonye  ; 

Soni  Ivsyeiie  hem  hir  briddes    forth    to  i 
brynge.  I 

The  litel  conyes  lo  hir  plej*  gunne  hye ; 

And  further  al  alx^uie  I  gan  aspye  \ 

The  dretlful  t(k\  the  buk  the  hert  and 
hynde, 

Squerels  and  l)esles  smale  of  gcniil  kynde. 

lojf.  Cp-  In^if-Hi?^  iii.  19. 

i70fF.  Cp.  F.i^ry  Qyi'fHf,  I.  i.  3,  o.  The  aKne 
is  baM.<J  on  Testi.if,  xL  2j-J4,  and  R.  dg  ia  R. 
i:.33-i363. 

»77-  //-'Vr  r/w,  Spenser  '  vine-prop  elm.' 

173.  pipcf,  i.t'.  u*cd  for  pipes  or  horn:*. 

!-'->.  sheter  cxv^  K'cauNe  u-cd  for  bow's. 

i£.'.  to  devynf^  because  used  for  di\*ination. 

iS  \-2yi.  Cp.  Tcsfidfy  s\\.  st.  51-60 ;  also/CtM^/s 
Quair,  -t.  31-33,  15?,  153. 


Of  instruments  of  strengcs  in  acord 
Herde  I  so  pleye  a  ravisshj^ng  swetnesse, 
That  God,  that  maker  is  of  al  and  Lonl, 
Ne  herde  never  beter,  as  I  gesse ;        »» 
Therwith  a  vrynd,  unnethe  it  mygfate  be 

lesse. 
Made  in  the  leves  grene  a  noyse  softe, 
Acordant  to  the  fbules  songe  on-kifte. 

The  air  of  that  place  so  attem;^  wis 
That  never  was  grevaunce  of  hoot  ne  coM ; 
There  wex  eek  every  holsom  sfnce  and  gns ; 
Ne  no  man  may  ther  wexe  seek  ne  oldf 
Yit  vi-as  ther  joye  more  a  thousand  fdd 
Than  man  can  telle ;  ne  never  wolde  it 

n>-ghte, 
But  ay  deer  day  to  any  mannes  sigfate.  aw 

Under  a  tre  beside  a  welle,  I  say 
Cupide  our  lord  his  arwes  forge  and  file 
And  at  his  fet  his  bowe  al  redy  lay, 
And  Willehisdoghtertempredeal  this  while 
The  hedes  in  the  welle  ;  and  with  hirwyk 
She  couchede  hem  after  as  the}'  sholde 

serve, 
Som  for  to  slee,  and  som  to  wounde  and 
ker\'e. 

Tho  was  I  war  of  Plesaunce  anon-i^t, 
And  of  Amy  and  Lust  and  Curtesye,  119 
.\nd  of  the  Craft  that  can  and  hath  tbc 

myghl 
To  doon  be  force  a  wyght  to  doon  M)t ; 
Disfigurat  was  she,  I  nyl  not  \ye ; 
And  by  him-self,  under  an  ok  I  gesse, 
Saw  I  Dcl>t  that  stood  with  Gentilessc 

I  saw  Bcaut^,  ^ithouten  any  atyr ; 
And  Vouthe,  fill  of  game  and  Jolyt^ ; 
Fot^l-hardinesse,  Flatery  and  I>es)T, 
Messager^'c  and  Mede  and  other  thiee,^ 
Hir  names  shal  not  here  be  told  for  mc,— 
And  ujx>n  pilers  grete  of  Jasper  longe,  ajo 
I  saw  a  temple  of  bras  y-founded  strooge. 

Aboutc  the  temple  daunseden  al«*ey 
Wommcii  y-nowe,  of  whiche  somme  th^ 

were 
Fairc   of  hem-self,  and  somme  of  hem 

were  gay ; 
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kirtels,    at    disshevele    wente    they 

there, — 
t  was  hir  office  alwey,  yeer  be  yere, — 
I  on  the  temple  of  doves  white  and 

faire 
'  I  sittynge  many  an  hundred  peirc. 

►e-fore  the  temple  dore,  ful  soberly, 
lie  Pees   sat    with   a  curteyn  in  hir 
hond,  340 

I  hir  besyde,  wonder  discretly, 
ne  Pacience  sittyng  ther  I  fond 
h  face  pale,  up-on  an  hille  of  sond  ; 
I  aldemext  within  and  eek  with-oute, 
este  and  Art,  and  of  hir  folk  a  route. 

\rithin  the  temple,  of  syghes  hote  as 

fyr 
rrde  a  swogh  that  gan  aboute  renne  ; 
iche    syghes    were    engendred    with 

des}'r 
.t  maden  every  auter  for  to  brenne 
ncwe    flaume ;    and   wel   espyed    I 

thenne  250 

t  al    the  cause  of  sorwes  that   they 

drye 
1  of  the  bitter  goddesse  Jelousye. 

"he  god  Priapus  saw  I  as  I  wente 
hin   the   temple,    in  sovereyn    place 

stonde 
swich  aiay  as  whan   the  asse  him 

shente, 
h  cry  by  nyght,  and  with  his  ceptre 

in  honde. 
besily  men  gunne  assaye  and  fonde 
on  his  hede  to  sette,  of  sondry  hewc 
londes  ful  of  freshe  floures  newe.    259 

.nd  in  a  privee  comer  in  desporte 
d  I  Venus  and  hir  portere  Richesse, 
t  was  ful  noble  and  hauteyn  of  hir 

porte ; 
k    was    that    place,    but    afterward 

lightnesse 
w  a  lyte,  unnethe  it  myghte  be  lesse, 
1  on  a  bed  of  golde  she  lay  to  reste 
that  the  hote  sonne  gan  to  weste. 


255.  Cp.  Ovid,  Fasitt  i.  415.    # 
26^380.  Cp.  Teuide^  vii.  st.'63-66. 


Hir  gilte  heres  with  a  golden  thred 
Y-bounden  were,  untrussed  as  she  lay, 
And  naked  fro  the  breste  unto  the  hed 
Men  myghte  hir  seen ;  and  sothly  for  to 
say,  270 

The  remenaunt  was  wel  kevered  to  my 

pay* 

Right  with  a  subtil  kerchef  of  Valence, 
Ther  nas  no  thikker  cloth  of  no  defence. 

The  place  yaf  a  thousand  savours  swote. 
And  Bachus,  god  of  wyn,  sat  hir  besyde, 
And   Sereis   next,    that  doth  of  hungir 

bole  ; 
And  as  I  seyde,  amyddcs  lay  Cypride, 
To  whom,  on  knees  two  yonge  folkes  crydc 
To  ben  hir  help ;  but  thus  I  let  hir  lye. 
And  ferther  in  the  temple  I  gan  espye    280 

That,  in  dispit  of  Diane  the  chaste, 

Ful  many  a  bow  y-broke  heng  on  the  wal. 

Of  maydens  swiche  as  gunne  hir  tymes 

waste 
In  hir  servyse  ;  and  peynted  overal 
Ful  many  a  story  of  which  I  touche  shal 
A  fewe,  as  of  Calyxte  and  Athalante, 
And  many  a  mayde  of  which  the  name  I 

wante : 

Semjrramus,  Candace  and  Hercules, 
Biblis,  Dido,  Thisbe,  and  Piramus, 
Tristram,  Isoude,  Paris,  and  Achillas,  390 
Eleyne,  Cleopatre,  and  Troilus, 
Silla,  and  eek  the  moder  of  Romulus, — 

272.  P'alefKf,  probably  Valence  near  I-J'nos, 
where  silk  is  still  made.  Boccaccio  has  '  Tc^ta, 
tanta  sottil.' 

276.  Sereis,  Ceres. 

27;r.  Cy/ridf,  i  e.  Venus,  because  of  her  wor- 
ship in  Cyprus. 

281-294.  Cp.  TesetWe,  vii.  st.  61,  62. 

2B6.  Ca/ijcte,  daughter  of  Lycaon,  Kinc  of 
Arcadia,  and  mother  of  Areas,  changed  hy  Judo 
from  jealousy  into  a  she -bear,  and  raised  to 
heaven  by  Jupiter  as  Ursa  Major. 

288.  SemjrramuSf  Seminunis,  Queen  of  As> 
Syria. 

288.  Candace^  an  Indian  queen  loved  by  Alex- 
ander the  Great. 

200.  Tristram^  Isoude^  Tristran  (or  Trbtan) 
ana  Vsolde  (Vsolt)of  French  media:val  ronumcc. 

392.  Si7/a,  Scylla,  dauj^hter  of  Nisus,  who  for 
love  of  Minos  cut  off  her  father's  hair,  on  which  his 
life  depended,  and  was  turned  into  the  bird  Ciii  . 

292.  moder  0/  Romultu^  Ilia  or  Rhta  Silvia, 
daughter  of  Numitor. 
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Alle  these  were  peynted  on   that  other 

syde, 
And  al  hir  love  and  in  what  plyt  they 

dyde. 

Whan    I    was   come   ayen   un-to   the 

place 
That  I  of  spak,  that  was  so  swote  and 

grene, 
Forth  welk  I  tho  my-selven  to  solace. 
Tho   was    I   war   wher   that  ther  sat  a 

quene 
That  as  of  light  the  somer-sunne  shene 
Passeth  the  sterre,  right  so  over  mesiire  300 
She  fairer  was  than  any  creature. 

And   in   a   launde   upon   an   hille   of 

floures 
Was  set  this  noble  goddesse  Nature. 
Of  braunchcs    were  hir   halles   and  hir 

boures 
V- wrought  after  hir  craft  and  hir  mesure  ; 
Nc  there  nas  foul  that  comcth  of  engcn- 

drurc, 
That  they  ne  were  prest  in  hir  presence, 
To  take  hir  doom  and  yeve  hir  audience. 

For   this    was    on    Seynt   Valentynes 

day, 
W'han  every  bryd  cometh  ther  to  chcsc 

his  make,  310 

Of  every  kynde  that  men  th)Tike  may  ; 
And  that  so  huge  a  noyse  gan  they  make, 
That  erthe  and   eyr  and  tre  and  every 

lake 
So  fill  was,  that  unncthe  was  there  space 
For   nie    to   stondc,   so   ful  was   al    the 

place. 

And  right  as  Alcyn,  in  the  Pleynt  of 

Kynde, 
Devyseth  Nature  of  aray  and  face, 
In    swich   aray   men    myghten   hir   ther 

fynde. 
This  noble  eni|)eresse,  ful  of  grace, 
Bad  every  foul  to  take  his  owne  place,  320 

316.  A  reference  to  the  Planctus  Naturte  of 
Alanuit  de  Insulis,  or  Alain  Delillc,  a  poet  of  the 
12th  century. 

319.  MSb.  unanimous  as  to  this  line. 


As  they  were  wont  alwey  fifo  yccr  toyoe 
Seynt  Valentynes  day  to  stonden  there. 

That  is  to  seyn,  the  foolcs  of  ravyne 
Were   hyest   set,    and   than   the    foolcs 

smale. 
That  eten  as  hem  nature  wolde  endyne, 
As  worm  or  thyng,  of  whiche  I  telle  do 

tale; 
And  water-foul  sat  lowest  in  the  dale, 
But  foul  that  lyveth  by  seed  sat  on  the 

grene, 
And  that  so  fele  that  wonder  was  to  sent. 

There  myghte  men  the  royal  egle  fynde, 
That  with  his  sharpe  look   pers^  the 
Sonne ;  vf- 

And  other  ^les  of  a  lower  kynde. 
Of  whiche  that  derkes  wel  devyse  cuoDe. 
Ther  was  the  tyraunt  with  his  fethres  donoe 
And  greye,  I  mene  the  goshauk  that  doth 

pyne 
To  bryddes  for  his  outrageous  ravyne. 

The  gentil  faucon  that  with  his  feet 

distreyneih 
The  kynges  bond;   the  hardy  speihaiik 

eke,  33* 

The  quayles  foo ;  the  merlion  that  peyncth 
Hym-self  fill  ofte  the  larke  for  to  seke ; 
There  was  the  douve,  with  hir  eycn  meke; 
The  jalous   swan,   ayens  his  deth  that 

syngeth ; 
The  oule  eke,   that   of  deth  the  bode 

bryngeth ; 

The  crane  the  geaunt,  with  his  trompes 

soune; 
The    theef    the   chough,    and    eek   the 

jangelyng  pye ; 
The   scornynge  jay ;   the   eles  foo,  the 

heroune  ; 
The  false  lapwyng,  ful  of  trechcrye  ; 
The  stare,  that  the  counseyl  can  be-wrye ; 
I'hc  tame  ruddok,  and  the  coward  k>'te; 
The  cok,  that  orloge  is  of  thorpes  lyte ; 

343,  34^  From  Alanus;  cp.  Angi^^LmB^ 
Satirical  Poets^  vol.  ii.  p.  74  (Recwd  Series). 
Most  of  the  natural  history  of  thu  «diok  puaMe 


comes  from  him. 
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The  sparwe,  Venus  sone  i  the  nyhlyn- 
gale,  3J1 

TltBl  clepelh  forth  the  grene  leves  newe  ; 
The  swbIow,  morlrer  of  ihe  flycl  smale, 
That  makcn  hony  of  flourea  ftesshe  of 

The  wedded  tuitel,  with  hire  berte  trewe, 
The    pecok,   with    his    aungels    fethies 

The  fesaunt,  scomer  of  the  cok  by  nyght ; 

The  wakci  goos ;  the  cukkow  ever  un- 

The  popynjay,  ful  of  dclicasye ;  359 

The  drake,  stroyer  of  his  owne  kynde  ; 
The  stork,  Ihe  wreket  of  avouteiye  ; 
The  bote  conneraunt  of  glotenye  j 
Theravenwys;  the  crow,  with  voisofcarc; 
The  ihrostel  old  ;  the  frosty  feldefare. 

What  shulde  I  seyn  ?     Of  foules  every 

That  in  this  world  ban  fetbres  and  stature, 
Men  myghlcn  in  ihat  place  assembled  fynde 
Scibre  the  noble  goddesK  Nature. 
.And  everich  of  hem  did  his  besy  cure 
Benygnely  to  chese  or  for  to  take         370 
X]t  hii  acord  his  fonnel  or  his  make. 

But   to   (he  poynt, — Nature  held  on 

hir  hood 
X  Ibrniel  egle,  of  shap  the  genlil&te 
That  ever  she  a-mong  hire  werkes  fond  ; 
The  mosle  benygne  and  the  goodlieste  ; 
In  hii  was  every  vertu  at  his  resle 
So  ferforth,  that  Nature  bir-selfe  haddc 

blisse 
To  k>ke  on  hir  and  ofte  hir  bek  to  kisse. 

Natuie,   the  vicaire  of  the  almygbty 
Lord, 
That  hoot,  cold,  bevy,  light,  and  moist, 
and  dieye  3S0 

Hath  knyt,with  evene  noumbresof  a-cord. 
In  e^  vois  b^an  lo  speke  and  seye, 
'  Foules,  tak  hede  of  my  sentence,  I  preye, 

3S1.  The  ipwTDW  was  uord  10  Vcnin. 
^i.  Cp.  tftilcini,  LOtr  dt  Nalnrit  Riium 
(KL  Wright,  lib.  i.  c  64)- 


'YeknowwelhowseyntValemyncsdaj, 
By  my  statu  I  and  through  mygovcrnaunce, 
Ye  comen  for  to  chese — and   fl«c    yovir 

way— 
V'oui  makes,  as  I  prike  yow  with  plesauncc ; 
But  nathcles  my  righlful  ordenaunce     390 
May  I  nat  lele  for  al  this  world  lo  wynne. 
That  he  that  most  is  worthy  shal  bcgj'nne. 

'The  tercel  egle,  as  that  yeknowcn  wcl, 
The  foul  royal,  a-bove  yow  in  degree, 
Thewyseand  worthy,  secree,  ticweasstd. 
The  which  I  have  y'fonned,  as  ye  may  see, 
In  every  part  as  it  best  liketh  me, — 
Hit  nedelh  not  his  shap  yow  to  devyse, — 
I  Ic  shal  first  chese  and  speken  in  his  gjsi.'. 

'  And  after  him  by  order  shul  ye  chese. 
After  your  kynde,  everich  as  yow  lyketh. 
And  as  your  hap  is  sbul  ye  Wynne  or  Icsc  i 
But  which  of  yow  that  love  most  enlriketh 
God  sende  him  hir  that  sorest  for  him 

And  therwitbal  the  tercel  gan  she  calle, 
And  seyde,   '  My  sone,  the  choys  is  to 
thee  falle. 

'  But  nathelcs,  in  Ibis  condicioun 
Mot  be  the  choys  of  everich  that  is  here, 
That  she  a-grce  lo  his  eleccioun, 
Who.so  he  be  thai  shulde  be  hir  fere;  410 
This  our  usage  alwey  from  yecr  to  yere, 
Andwho-somayat  this  tyme  have  his  giacc, 
In  blisful  lyme  he  com  into  Ibis  place.' 

With  hcd  enclyned  and  with  humble 
Chere 
This  royal  tercel  spak,  and  taried  nought : 
'  Un-to  my  sovereyn   lady,  and  nought 

1  chese,  and  chese  with  wille  and  heitc 

and  thought, 
Theformelonyourhond.sowely-wruuehl, 
Whos  I  am  al  and  ever  wol  hir  vrve,   419 
Do  what  hir  list,  lo  do  me  live  or  slerve. 

,11.  r^ri-ihii  b.  Cp.U.6»,«49i'l"'A''^' 
13]  anil  SSj. 
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*  IJcNCchyng  hir  of  mercy  and  of  grace, 
As  she  that  is  my  lady  sovereyne ; 

Or  let  me  dye  present  in  this  place ; 
r\)r  certcs,  longc  I  may  nat  live  in  payne, 
For  ill  myn  hertc  is  corven  every  vc}'ne ; 
And  ]ia\7ng  reward  only  to  my  truuthe, 
My  (lore  hertc  have  of  my  wo  som  routhe  ! 

'  And  if  that  I  to  hir  be  founde  untrcwe, 
Disobeysaunt,  or  wilful  negligent, 
Avauntour,  or  in  proces  love  anewe,    430 
I  preye  to  yow  this  be  my  jiigcment, 
That  with  tlicse  foules  be  I  al  to-rent, 
That  ilkc  day  that  ever  she  me  fynde 
To  hir  unirewe,  or  in  my  gilt  unkynde. 

*  And,  syn  that  noon  loveth  hir  so  welas  I, 
Al  be  she  never  of  love  me  l)ehelte, 
Than  oiightc  she  be  myn  thourgh  hir  mercy, 
For  otlicr  bond  can  I  noon  on  hir  knette  ; 
Xe  never  for  no  wo  ne  shal  I  lette  439 
To  servcn  hir,  how  fcr  so  that  she  wende  ; 
Say  what  yow  list,  my  tale  is  at  an  en<le/ 

Right  as  the  fre'^she,  rede  r«)se  newe 
A-yen  the  somer  >onne  coloure<l  is, 
Riglu  so  for  shame  al  wcxen  gan  the  hewe 
Of  this  formel.      Whan  she  herde  al  this, 
Slie  neyther  answerdc  '  Wei,'  ne  seyde 

amys, 
So  sore  abasshed  was  she,  til  that  Nature 
Seyde,    *  Doughter,  dred  yow  nought,   I 

vow  assure.' 

Another  tercel  egle  sjxik  an«>on, 
( )f  lower  kynde,  and  seyde,    *  That  shal 

not  l>e  !  450 

I  love  hir  l)et  than  ye  do,  by  Seynt  John  I 
Or  alie  lesle  I  love  as  wel  as  ye. 
And  leHL^er  liave  served  hir  in  my  degree  ; 
And  if  she  shuldc   have  loved   for  lt»ng 

lovyng. 
To  me  allone  hadde  l>ecn  the  gucrdonyng. 

*  I  dar  eek  seyn,  if  she  me  fynde  fals, 
L'nk\nile,  janglere,  or  rebel  any  wyse. 
Or  ial«)iis,  do  me  hangen  by  the  hals ! 
An<l,  liut  r  bere  me  in  hir  servyse,       459 
As  wel  as  that  my  wit  can  me  sufiyse, 


W-.    \  ^!iiMl  line,  bill  so  in  .ill  MS.S.     l^crluijis 
t'iitj'.i.'  </c/i/  is  ilic  true  ruuilini;. 


Fro  poynt  to  poynt  hir  honour  for  to  saxt, 
Tak  she  my  lif  and  al  the  good  I  have' 

The  thridde  tercel  egle  answerde  tho, 

*  Now,  sirs,  ye  seen  the  litel  leyserbere, 
For  every  foul  cryeth  out  to  ben  a-go 
Forth  with  his  msJce,  or  with  his  ladydere^ 
And  eek  Nature  hir-sclf  ne  wol  not  hcic, 
Fortarying  here,  not  half  that  I  woldeseje, 
And  but  I  spcke  I  mot  for  sorwe  deye. 

<  Of  long  ser\-yse  avauntc  I  me  noduDg 
But  as  ]X)ssiblc  is  me  to  deye  to-day.  471 
l'\)r  wo,  as  he  that  hath  ben  laz^uysshync 
Thise  twenty  winter,  and  wel  happen  mtj 
A  man  may  scrven  bet  and  more  to  pay 
In  half  a  yer,  although  it  were  no  more 
Than  som  man  doth  that  hath  served  fol  \ 
yore. 

*  I  ne  sey  not  this  by  mc,  for  I  ne  cin 
Don  no  ser\yse  that  may  my  lady  plese: 
But  I  dar  seyn  I  am  hir  trewest  man,  479 
As  to  my  dom,  and  feynest  wolde  hir  e« ; 
At  shorte  wordes,  til  that  deth  me  sese, 
I  wol  ben  hire's,  whether  I  wake  or  wynke. 
And  trewe  in  al  that  hcrte  may  bethynkc.' 

Of  al  my  lyf  syn  that  day  I  wxs  Iwrn 
So  gentil  pic  in  love  or  other  thyng 
Xe  herde  never  no  man  me  l)efom, 
Who-so  that  hadde  Icyser  and  cunnyng 
F«)r  to  reherse  hir  chere  and  hir  spekyng : 
And  from  the  morwe  gan  this  speche  laste 
Tildounward  drow  the sonne  wonder  faste.^ 

The  noyse  of  foules  for  to  ben  delyveroi 
So  loude  rong,  *  Have  doon  and  let  u> 

wende  ! ' 
That  wel  wende  I  the  wodc  hadde  al  to- 

shyvered. 

*  Come  oi  I '  they  cryde,   *  alias,  ye  wi' 

us  shende  ! 
Whan  shal  your  cursed  pleyng  have  jn 

ende  ? 
How  shuldc  a  juge  eythcr  jxirty  levc 
For  yee  or  nay,  with-outen  any  prew?'    ^ 


The  goos,  the  cokkow,  and  the  doki'   , 
also, 
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^  oydcn,    '  Kek,   kek  I '    *  Kokkow  !  * 

'  Quek,  qudc ! '  hye,  499 

"Iniat  thurghmyn  eres  the  noyse  wente  tho. 

"Xlic  goos  seyde,  *  Al  this  nys  not  worth 

a  flyc ! 
Kut  I  can  shape  hereof  a  rcmedye, 
And  I  wol  sey  my  verdit  &ire  and  swythe, 
R)r   ¥rater-foul,    who-so    be   wrooth   or 
biythe.' 

'  And  I  for  worm-foul ! '  quod  the  fol 

cokkow ; 
*And  I  wol  of  myn  owne  autorit^, 
S^or  comnn  sped  take  on  thechargenow, — 
V'or  to  delyvere  us  is  gret  charite.' 
*  Ye  may  abjrde  a  while  yet,  pardi  I  * 
Seide  the  turtil,  '  if  it  be  your  wille     510 
A  wight  may  spekc,  him  were  as  fayr  be 

stille.' 

<  I  am  a  seed-foul,  oon  the  unworthieste, 
That  wot  I  wel,  and  litel  of  cunnynge, 
But  bet  is  that  a  wyghtes  tonge  reste, 
Than  entremeten  him  of  swiche  doyngc 
Of  which  he  neyther  rede  can,  ne  synge  ; 
And  who-sodoth,  ful  foule  himself acloyeth, 
For  office  uncommytted  ofte  anoyeth.* 

Nature,  which  that  alway  hadde  an  ere 
To  murmur  of  the  lewcdnes  behynde,  520 
With  facound  voyse  se)'de,  *  Hold  your 

tunges  there  ! 
And  I  shal  sone,  I  hope,  a  conseyl  fyndc, 
Yow  to  delyvere,  and  fro  this  noyse  un- 

bynde. 
I  juge,  of  every  flok  men  shal  oon  calle 
To  seyn  the  verdit  for  yow  foules  alle.* 

Assented  were  to  this  conclusioun 
The  briddcs  alle  ;  and  foules  of  ravync 
Han  chosen  first,  by  playn  eleccioun, 
The  tercelet  of  the  faucon,  to  diffyne   529 
Al  hir  sentence  as  him  list  to  termync  ; 
And  to  Nature  him  gonnen  to  presente, 
And  she  accepteth  him  with  glad  entente. 

The  tercelet  seide  then  in  this  man^e  : 
*  Ful  hard  were  hit  to  preven  by  resoun 
Who  loveth  best  this  gentil  formel  here, 
For  everich  hath  swich  rcplicacioun 


That  noon  by  skilles  may  be  brought  a- 

doun ; 
I  can  not  se  that  arguments  avayle  ; 
Than  scmeth  hit  ther  muste  be  bataylc' 

*  Al  redy  !  *   quod  these  eglcs  tercels 

tho.  540 

*  Nay,  sirs,*  quod  he,   *  if  that  I  dorste 

it  seye 
Ye  doon  me  wrong,  myn  tale  is  not  y-do, 
For  sirs,  ne  taketh  nought  a-gref,  I  proye, 
It  may  not  gon,  as  ye  wolde,  in  this  weyc  ; 
Cure  is  the  voys  that  han  the  charge  in 

honde. 
And  to  the  juges  dome  ye  moten  stonde  ; 

*  And  therfor,  pes  !  I  seye,  as  to  my  wit, 
Me  wolde  thynke  how  that  the  worth ieste 
Of  knyghthode,  and  lengest  hath  used  hit, 
Mostc  of  estat,  of  blod  the  gentileste,  550 
Were  sittyngest  for  hir,  if  that  hir  Ieste, 
And  of  these  thre  she  wot  hir-self,  I  trowe, 
Which  that  he  be,  for  hit  is  light  to  knowe. ' 

The  water-foules  han  her  hedcs  leyd 
Togedre,  and  of  a  short  avysement, 
Whan  everich  hadde  his  large  golee  seyd. 
They  seyden  sothly,  al  by  oon  assent, 
I  low  that  the*  goos,  with  hir  facounde  gent, 
That  so  desyreth  to  pronounce  our  nedc, 
Shal  telle  t>ur  tale,"  and  prcyden  *god  hir 
spede.*  5iV> 

And  for  these  water-foules  tho  began 
The  goos  to  S]x.'ke,  and  in  hir  kakelyngc 
Sheseyde,  *  Pees !  now  tak  keep  every  man, 
And    herkeneth   which  a  resoun   I    shal 

brynge ; 
My  wit  is  sharp,  I  love  no  taryingc ; 
I  seye,  I  rede  him,  though  he  were  my 

brother, 
But  she  wol  love  him  let  him  take  another.* 

*  Ix)  here  !  a  perfit  resoun  of  a  goos  ! ' 
Quod  tho  the  sperhauke,  '  never  mt)t  she 

the! 
I^),  sich  it  is  to  have  a  tunge  loos  !      570 
Now  i>ard^,  fool,  yet  were  it  lx.*t  for  the 
Han    holde    thy  pes,  than   shewed    thy 

nycete  ! 
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It  lyth  nat  in  his  wit,  ne  in  his  wille, 
But  sooth  is  seyd,  "a  fool  can  noght  be 
stille."' 

Tht  laughter  aroos  of  gentil  foules  alle, 
And  right  a-noon  theseed-foul chosen  hadde 
Theturtel  trewe,  and  gunnehir  to  hcmcallc 
And  prcyden  hir  to  seyn  the  sothe  sadde 
Of  this  niatere,  and  asked  what  she  radde. 
And  she  answerde,  that  pleynly  hir  entente 
She  woldc  shewe,  and  sothly  what  she 
mente.  581 

'  Nay,   god    forbede    a    lover    shulde 
chaunge  !  * 
The  turtel  seyde,  and  wex  for  shame  red  ; 

*  Though  that    his    lady  ever   more  be 

straunge, 
Yet  let  him  serven  hir  til  he  be  deed. 
Forsothe  I  preyse  noght  the  gooses  reed, 
For  though  she  deyede  I  wol  non  other 

make, 
I  wol  ben  hires  til  that  the  deth  me  take  ! ' 

*  Wei  bourded,'  quod  the  doke,  *  by  my 

hat! 
That  men  shul  loven  alwey,  causeles,  590 
Who  can  a  resoun  fynde,  or  wit  in  that  ? 
Daunccth  he  mury  that  is  myrtheles  ? 
Who  shulde  recche  of  that  is  reccheles  ? 
Ye,    kck  ! '    yit  seyde  the   gos,  fill  wel 

and  fayre, 

*  There  been  mo  sterres,  god  wot,  than  a 

payre  ! ' 

*  Nowfy,  cherl  1*  quod  the  gentil  tercelet, 

*  Outof  thedonghil  com  that  word  ful  right. 
Thou  canst  not  see  what  thyng  is  wel  be-set ; 
Thow  farest  by  love  as  oules  doon  by  light, 
The  day  hem  blent,  but  wel  they  sen  by 

nyght ;  600 

Thy  kynde  is  of  so  lowe  a  wrechednesse. 
That  what  love  is  thow  canst  nat  see  ne 

gesse.* 

Tho  gan  the  cukkow  put  him  forth  in 
prees 


574.  Cp.  *  A  fool's  bolt  is  soon  shot,'  As  You 
Like  It,  V.  4,  67,  and  Henry  I',  iii.  7,  132. 
5t>4.  So  Ila.,  except  that  it  reads  ^a  gueke. 


For  foul  that  etethworm,  and  seyde  blythe, 
'  So  I,*  quod  he,  '  may  have  my  make  is 

pees 
I  recche  nat  how  longe  that  ye  stiyve ; 
I^t  ech  of  hem  be  soleyn  al  hir  ly^'e : 
This  is  my  reed,  syn  they  may  not  acorde. 
This  shorte  lessoun  nedeth  not  recorde.' 

*  Ye  !  have  the  glotoun  fild  y-nogfa  his 

paunche,  610 

Than  are  we  wel,'  seyde  the  merlioon ; 
*  Thow  mordrer  of  the  heyst^;ge  on  the 

braimche 
Thatbroghte  thee  forth  I  thou'[rewthdees] 

glotoun ! 
Live  thou  soleyn,  wormes  comipdonn ! 
For  no  fors  is  of  lakke  of  thy  nature  ! 
Go,  lewed  be  thou,  while  the  world  may 

dure ! ' 

<  Now  pees,*  quod  Nature,  *  I  comannde 

here ! 
For  I  have  herd  al  your  opynjroun, 
And  in  effect  yet  be  we  never  the  nere ; 
But  fynally,  this  my  conclusioun, —     te 
That  she  hir-self  shal  han  the  eleccioun 
Of  whom  hir  list,  who-so  be  wrooth  or 

blythe. 
Him  that  she  chescth,  he  shal  hir  han  as 

swythe ; 

*  For  syn  it  may  not  here  discussed  be 
Who  loveth  hir  b«t,  as  seyde  the  tercelet, 
Than  wol  I  don  hir  this  favour,  that  she 
Shal  han  right  him  on  whom  hir  herte  is 

set, 
And  he  hir  that  his  herte  hath  on  hir  knet, 
Thus  juge  I,  Nature,  for  I  may  not  lye 
To  non  estat,  I  have  non  othir  ye.       630 

'  But  as  for  conseyl  for  to  chese  a  makc^ 
If  I  were  Resoun,  certes  than  wolde  I 
Conseyle  yow  the  royal  tercel  take, 
As  seyde  the  tercelet  ful  skylliilly, 
As  for  the  gentilest  and  most  worthy 
Which  I  have  wrought    so  wel  to  wy 

plesaunce 
That  to  yow  oughte  been  a  sufiisaunce.' 

613.  Skeat's  emendation  for  rm^l  of  ••'* 
MSS.    Gg.  rtn/ulUt;  P.  rowt/ifitlL 
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'ith    dredfiil    vois    the    formel    hir 

answerde : 
n  rightflil  lady,  goddesse  of  Nature, 

is  that  I  am  ever  under  your  yerde, 
;  as  is  everich  other  creature,  641 

mot  ben  youres  whil  my  lyf  may  dure ; 

therfor  graunteth  me  my  firste  bone, 
myn  entent  I  wolyowseyn  right  sone.* 

[  graunte  it  yow,'  quod  she,  and  right 

a-non 
formel  egle  spak  in  this  degre  : 
nyghty  quene,  unto  this  yer  be  gon 
ce  r^spit  for  to  a-vise  me, 
after  that  to  have  my  choys  al  fire ; 
al  and  som  that  I  wol  speke  and 
seye; 
jete  no  more  al-though  ye  do  me  deye. 

[  wol  not  serven  Venus  ne  Cupide, 
sothe  as  yet,  by  no  manure  weye.' 
w,  syn  it  may  non  otherweys  betyde,* 
d  tho  Nature,  *here  is  no  more  to 

seye  ; 
nwolde  I  that  these  foules  were  a- weye, 
with  his  make,    for   tarying  lenger 

here,* — 
seyde  hem  thus,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 

To  you  speke  I,  ye  tercelets,*  quod 

Nature, 
h  of  good  herte  and  serveth,  alle  thre  ; 
:er  nb  nat  so  longe  to  endure,        661 

ech  of  yow  peyne  him  in  his  degr^ 
to  do  well ;  for,  God  wot,  quit  is  she 
you  this  yeer ;  what  after  so  be-falle ; 

entremes  is  dressed  for  you  alle.' 

nd  whan  this  werk  al  broght  was  to 

an  ende, 
:very  foule  Nature  yaf  his  make 
cen  acorde,  and  on  hir  wey  they  wende ; 
,  Lord,  the  blisse  and  joye  that  they 

make ! 
ech  gan  other  in  his  wynges  take,  670 
with  hir  nekkes  ech  gan  other  wynde, 
nkyngalwey  the  noble  quene  of  kynde. 


But  first  were  chosen  foules  for  to  synge, 
As,  yeer  be  yere,  was  alwey  hir  usance 
To  synge  a  roundel  at  hir  departynge, 
To  don  to  Nature  honour  and  plesauncc. 
The   note,    I    trowe,    y-maked    was    in 

Fraunce ; 
The  wordes  were  swiche  as  ye  may  here 

fynde 
The  nexte  vers,  as  I  now  have  in  mynde. 

'  Now  welcom,  somer,  with  thy  sonne  softe. 
That    hast    this    wintres    weders    over- 
shake  681 
And  driven  a- wey  the  longe  nyghtes  blake ; 

Se)mt  Valentyn,  that  art  ful  hy  on  lofte, 
Thus  syngen  smale  foules  for  thy  sake 
Now  welcom^  somtTy  with  thy  sonne 

so/te. 
That  hast  this  wintres  weders  over- 
shake, 

Wele  ban  they  cause  for  to  gladen  ofte, 

Sith  ech  of  hem  recovered  hath  his  make  ; 

Ful  blisful  mowe  they  ben  when  they 

awake. 

Now  welcom  y  somer ^  with  thy  sonne 

softe,  690 

That  hast  this  wintres  weders  over- 

shake 
And  driven  a-wey  the  longe  nyghtes 
blake  ;  * 

And  with  the  showtyng  whan  the  song 
was  do 
That  foules  maden  at  hir  flight  awey, 
I  wook,  and  other  bokes  tok  me  to, 
To  rede  up-on ;  and  yet  I  rede  alwey  ; 
In  hope  y-wys  to  rede  so  sum  day, 
That  I  shall  mete  somthyng  for  to  fare 
The  bet ;  and  thus  to  rede  I  nyl  not  spare. 

675.  routuUlt  also  called  triolet  in^  its  oldest 
form,  a  short  poem  in  which  the  first  line  or  lines 
recur  in  the  middle  and  at  the  end. 

676.  All  but  Gg.  om.  second  to. 

685  f.  These  lines  are  not  repeated  either  here 
or  at  I.  690  ff.  in  Gg.  and  Jo.,  the  only  MSS. 
which^ye  the  roundel.  In  Jo  the  first  three  lines 
are  wanting  altogether. 
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ftrtgi: — Metnim  l 

Allas  !  I,  wepynge,  am  conslreyncd  to 
bjgyiinen  veis  of  sorwful  malere,  that 
whilom  ia  Horysschyng  atudie  macle  de- 
litable  dilees.  For  lo  1  rendynge  Muses 
oT  poetes  enditen  to  nie  thynges  lo  ben 
wrilen,  «nd  drcry  vers  or  wreccbidnesse 
weten  my  Tacc  wilh  vcrray  teres. 

Ac  the  leesltf,  no  drcde  ne  myghte 
oreicomea  Iho  Muses,  that  Ihei  De  were 
felnwes,  and  folwyden  my  wey  (thai  is  to 
scyn,  whnn  1  was  exiled).  They  that 
weren  g!orie  of  my  youlhe,  whilom  wele- 
ful  and  grenc,  confoilcn  nowc  [he  sotuFul 
wyerdcs  of  me,  otdc  man.  For  eelde  is 
comja  unwarly  nppon  me,  hasted  by  Ihe 
liormcs  that  y  h.ivc,  and  sorwe  bath 
eomondid  his  age  lo  ben  in  me.  [;] 
Heeti«  hore  arn  schad  over-iymeliche 
up-on  myn  heved,  and  the  slakke  sbyn 
Iremblelh  of  myn  emptid  body. 

Thiike  deth  of  men  is  iveleful  that  ne 
comyth  noght  in  yeeris  that  beo  swelc, 
Imt  comtlh  to  wrecchcs  often  yclepid. 
Alias  1  alias  !  with  how  deef  an  ere  deth, 
cruwel,  (umclh  awey  fro  wrecches,  and 
nayteth  to  doscn  wepyngc  cien.  Wliil 
foitunc,   unfeiihTul,   lavomede   me  with 


Abbro 


Kidaa«iofMss.M 


lyghte  goodcs,  the  torwrut  hooic  r' 
lo  scj'n,  the  ilelh)  hadde  a1moc»l  .1: 
myn  heved.  But  now,  for  f-  ' 
cloudy  hath  ehaunged  hir  decrv 
cbere  to  me  ward,  myn  unpici.i: 
diawelh  ^long  unagrealilc  rfjellyii- 

,™.  [„] 

O  ye,  my  frendcs,  what,  or  " ) 
avaunled  yc  mc  lo  he  wclefiil  i  )  ■ 
that  haih  fallen  stood  noght  in  sic- 
degre. 


r."- 


'  Ha  dnm  mtintn  taeilMu.^— 
In  the  mene  while  thai  I,  still' 
cordtde  these  ihynge*  with  my-wl: 
merkid  my  wej^Iy  compleynie  »ill<  < 
ofpoyntel,  I  sawe,  stondyngc  abovL  i 
heigh  te  of  myn  hered,  a  womittnn  t 
greet  reverence  by  sembtaunt.  hii 
hrennynge  and  deer  seyngc  oin 
coniune  mythic  of  men  j  with  .i 
colourand  with  swich  vigourand  sTt^i 
that  it  ne  myghte  nal  ben  cm;:'!! 
were  it  so  that  sche  was  ful  ot  i,.  ■ 
age  that  men  ne  wolden  nut  Irowvii  i 
that  sche  w 


The  E 


n  of  b 


s  of  a 


igfment,  for  som-lyme  sche  cnnslreincii 
and  schronk  hii-scWen  lik  to  thecuroune 
mesure  of  men,  and  som-lyme  il  soneile 
that  sche  louchede  hevene  wilb  (he 
heighte  of  here  heved  ;  nm!  whan  Kbc 
hcf  hir  heved  lieycre,  sche  pctt«dc  the 
selve  hevene  so  that  tlie  si^tlc  ol  men 
lokynge  was  in  jdel. 
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hir  owene  handes,  as  I  knewe 
)y  hir-selve   declarynge  and 

0  me  the  beaute.  The  whiche 
•rknesse  of  a  for-leten  and  de- 
hadde  duskid  and  dirked,  as  it 
irken  besmokede  ymages.  In' 
ste  hem  or  bordure  of  thise 

1  redden  y-woven  in  a  Grek- 
t  signifieth  the  lif  actiO  ;  [20] 
I  that  lettre,   in  the  heieste 

Grekyssh  T  (that  signifieth 
itcmplatif).  And  bytwixen 
ittres  ther  were  seyn  degrees 
3ught  in  manere  of  laddres, 
cgrees  men  myghten  clymben 
ereste  lettre  to  the  uppereste. 

handcs  of  some  men  hadden 

cloth  by  violence  and  by 
id  evcrich  man  of  hem  hadde 

swiche  peces  as  he  myghte 
id  for  sothe  this  forseide 
ar  smale  bokis  in  hir  right 
in  hir  left  hand  sche  bar  a 
nd  -whan  she  saughe  thise 
ises  aprochen  aboute  my  bed 
ge  wordes  to  my  wepynges, 

litil  amoeved,  and  glowede 

eighen.  [25]  *Who,*  quod 
su fired  aprochen  to  this  sike 
)mune  strompettis  of  swich  a 
lien  clepen  the  theatre ;  the 
oonly  ne  asswagen  noght  his 
I  none  remedies,  but  thei 
r'n  and  norysscn  hym  with 
^m.  For  sothe  thise  ben 
th  thomes  and  prikkynges 
or  affeccions,  whiche  that  ne 
g  fructifyenge  nor  profitable, 
16  come  plentyvous  of  fruytes 

For  thd  holden  hertes  of 
ge,  bat  thei  delyvre  noght 
iltdye.  But  yif  ye  muses 
htewoi  fro  me  with  youre 


I  1 


^no, 


flateries,  any  unkunnynge  and  unprofit- 
able man  as  men  ben  wont  to  fynde 
comonly  among  the  peple,  I  wolde  wene 
sufire  the  lasse  grevosly ;  [30]  for-whi, 
in  swych  an  unprofitable  man,  m3me  en- 
tentes  weren  nothyng  endamaged.  But 
ye  with-drawen  me  this  man,  that  hath 
ben  noryssed  in  the  studies  or  scoles  of 
Eleaticis  and  of  Achademycis  in  Grece. 
But  goth  now  rather  awey,  ye  mermay 
denes,  whiche  that  ben  swete  til  it  be  at 
the  laste,  and  sufireth  this  man  to  be- 
cured  and  heeled  by  myne  muses  (that  is 
to  seyn,  by  noteful  sciences).  And  thus 
this  companye  of  Muses,  I  •  blamed, 
casten  wrothly  the  chere  dounward  to 
the  erthe,  and,  schewing  by  rednesse  hir 
schame,  thei  passeden  sorwfuUy  the 
thrcsschefolde.  And  I,  of  whom  the 
sighte,  ploungid  in  teeres,  was  dirked  so 
that  y  ne  myghte  noght  knowen  what 
that  womman  was  of  so  imperial  auctorite, 
[35]  I  wax  al  abayssched  and  astoned, 
and  caste  my  syghte  doun  to  the  erthe, 
and  bygan,  stille,  for  to  abide  what 
sche  woolde  doon  aftirward.  Tho  com 
sche  ner,  and  sette  her  doun  uppon  the 
uttereste  comer  of  my  bed ;  and  sche, 
byholdynge  my  chere  that  was  cast  to 
the  erthe  hevy  and  grevous  of  wepynge, 
compleynede,  with  thise  wordis  that  I 
schal  seyn,  the  perturbacion  of  my 
thought. 

*  ffeu  quant  precipiti  mersa  prof  undo.* 
Metrum  2 

'  Alias  how  the  thought  of  this  man, 
dreynt  in  overthrowynge  depnesse,  dulleth 
and  for-leteth  his  propre  clemesse,  m3mt- 
ynge  to  gon  in-to  foreyne  dirknesses  as 
ofte  as  his  anoyos  bysynes  waxeth  with- 
oute  mesure,  that  is  dryvcn  with  werldly 
W)mdes.  This  man,  that  whilom  was 
fre,  to  whom  the  hevene  was  opyn  and 
knowen,  and  was  wont  to  gon  in  heven- 
liche  pathes,  [40]  and  saughe  the  lyght- 
nesse  of  the  rede  sonne,  and  saughe  the 
sterres  of  the  coolde  monc,  and  whiche 
sterre  in  hevene  useth  wandrynge  recourses 
39.  C3  Al  com.  dtyvtn  I0  and/ro. 
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I-:ly'  '.yiiivcr^e  upceri*,  thU  man.  over- 
r:jmer-»,  hi-^iiie  comprehendi-J  al  this  by  ; 
nombif.-^  ")f  ncfintyngc  ia  astri^nomye > . 
Ar.il,  over  thi*.  he  was  wont  to  seken 
the  cau'ses  whennes  the  sounjiige  wyndes 
moeven  an^l  l.ivsien  the  smothc  watir  of  i 
the  see ;  an-l  what  spirit  tarneth  the 
staMe  hevene  ;  an^i  whv  the  sterre  ariscth  ; 

^  I 

out  of  the  rcrie  e<t.  to  fallen  in  the  westrene 
wawes  :  ar.-l  what  attemprith  the  lusty 
Iiourcii  of  I  he  first  e  somer  sesoun,  that 
hightet;.  fiiiil  apparaileth  the  erthc  with 
roscr.e  flj'.ires  ;  [45]  and  who  maketh  ■ 
tliat  plenty VOU5  autumpne  in  fulle  yeris  ' 
flctith  with  hevy  jjrapes.  And  eek  this 
man  was  wont  to  tellen  the  diverse  causes 
of  nature  that  weren  yhidde.  Alias !  now 
lyih  he  emptid  of  lyght  of  his  thoght, 
and  his  nekke  is  pressyd  with  hevy 
choyne>,  and  hereth  his  chcre  enclyned 
adoun  for  the  t;rete  wcyj;hte,  and  is  con- 
streyned  to  lokcn  on  the  fool  erlhe  ! 

*  Set  vie  divine  injuit  temfus.^ — Prosa  2 

*  But  tyme  is  now,'  quod  sche,  *of 
medicyne  more  than  of  compleynte.' 
Forsothc  ihannc  sche,  cntendynge  to  me 
ward  witli  al  the  lookynge  of  hir  eien, 
scyde  :—  [5  >] '  Art  nat  thou  he,'  quod  sche, 

*  thnt  whilom,  norisschcd  with  my  melk 
and  fostrcd  wilhmyncmeles,  were  escaped 
and  comyn  in-to  corage  of  a  parfit  man. 
('crtcs  1  yaf  the  swiche  armures  that,  yif 
lliou  ihi-selvc  ne  haddest  first  cast  hem 
awey,  ihcy  schulden  han  defended  the 
in  sckernessc  that  mai  nat  ben  ovcrcomyn. 
Knowestow  me  nat  ?  Why  arttow  stille? 
Is  it  for  srhame  or  for  astonynge?  It 
wcie  nur  levcre  that  it  were  for  schame, 
but  it  scmcth  me  that  astonynge  hath 
r)pprcssi<k'  the.'  [55]  And  whan  she  say 
mc  nat  oonly  stille,  but  wiihouten  office 
of  tunj;c  and  al  dowmbe,  sche  leyde  hir 
hand  sooftly  upjwn  my  breest,  and  seide: 

4  ■.  /■/«'»'/  fv  diverse  s/^eeris^  '  flexa,  i.e.  mota, 
|K:r  vari.is  oihc'v.'  refers  t«i  the  ancient  theory  of 
ilimi  aii'l  M-tri>i;r:icle  planetary  motions;  cp. 
A  -.tf.  1 1.  •.■>tn  1.  X3- 

4).  ('1  Aj  II  Cic.  n  Al  xt:iA  foul  rrthe ;  I-at. 
•  stoIil.«tu  tf  rrani ' ;  Kr.  '  la  fole  terre.' 


*  Here  nys  no  peril,'  quod  sche,  *lie  is 
fallen  in-to  a  litargye,  whiche  that  ii 
a  comune  seknesse  to  hertes  that  ben 
descey\-ed.  He  hath  a  litil  fbryeten 
h}-m-selve,  bat  certes  he  schal  lightly 
remembrcn  hymself,  yif  it  so  be  that  he 
hath  k  no  wen  me  or  now ;  and  that  he 
may  so  doon,  I  will  wipe  a  litil  his  eifli 
that  ben  dirked  by  the  cloude  of  mor- 
tel  thynges/  [60]  Thise  woordes  seide 
sche,  and  with  the  lappe  of  hir  game- 
men  t,  yplited  in  a  frownce,  sche  dryede 
myn  eien,  that  weren  fulle  of  the  waves 
of  my  wepynges, 

*  Tum  me  discHssa.^ — Met  rum  3 

Thus,  whan  that  nyght  was  discussed 
and  chased  a-wey,  dirknesses  forleten  me, 
and  to  myn  eien  repeyred  ayen  hir  fir.^e 
strengthe.  And  ryght  liy  ensaumple  as 
the  Sonne  is  hydd  whan  the  sterres  ben 
clustred  (that  is  to  seyn,  when  sterres 
l)en  covered  with  cloudes)  by  a  swyft 
w)*nd  that  hyghte  Chorus,  and  that  the 
firmament  stant  dirked  with  wetc  ploi*-ngy 
cloudes,  and  that  the  sterres  nat  apecren 
ui)on  hevene,  so  that  the  nyght  semeth 
sprad  uix)n  erthe  :  yif  thanne  the  wjTjde 
that  hyghte  Boreas,  I-scnl  out  of  the 
kaves  of  the  cuntre  of  Trace,  betith  this 
nyght  (that  is  to  seyn,  cha.seth  it  a-wey V 
[65]  and  discovereth  the  closed  day, 
thanne  schyneth  Phebus  I>schaken  «i*ith 
sodeyn  light,  and  smyteth  with  his  beemes 
in  mervcylynge  eien. 

*  Hattt  alUer  trisiiciej* — Prosa  3 

Ryght  so,  and  noon  other  wise,  tbe 
cloudes  of  .sorwe  dissolved  and  doon 
a-wey,  I  took  hevene,  and  resccy\eti 
mynde  to  knowe  the  face  of  my  fisycien : 
so  that  I  sctte  myne  eien  on  hir  and 
fastned  my  lookynge.  I  byholde  my 
nor}*ce,   Philosophic,  in  whoos  houses  I 

61.  sterres  hen  cltistredt  literal  rendeni^  of 
'sidera  glomerantur.' 

68.  /  took  hevent^^  Fr.  '  ie  pria  le  ciel,'  a  litenl 
translation  of  'hausi  cirlum'  (!  looked  up). 
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1   and   hauntyd   fro   my 

seide  thus  :  *  O  thou 
alle  vertues,  descended 
eyne  sete,  whi  arttow 
s  solitarie  place  of  myn 
Dmen  for  thou  art  maad 
le  of  false  blames  ?  *  [70] 
e,  *my  nory,  schulde  I 
AT,    and    schulde    I    nat 

by  comune  travaile,  the 
w  hast  suffred  for  envy© 
Certes  it  nere  nat  leveful 
g  to  philosophie,  to  leten 
panye  the  weye  of  hym 
it.  Schulde  I  thanne 
le,  and  agrysen  as  though 
len  a  newe  thyng  ?  For 
)hilosophie  be  now  alder- 
jerilcs  by  folk  of  wykkide 
e   I  noght   stryven  with 

olde  tyme,  byfor  the  age 
ens  the  foolhardynesse  of 
id  eek,  the  same  Plato 
yster  Socrates  desservcd 
htful  deth  in  my  presence. 
the  whiche  Socrates  (the 
2yn,  the  doctryne  of  the 
!S  in  his  opinyoun  of 
:lepe  welefulnesse)  whan 
Epycuriensand  Stoyciens 

enforceden  hem  to  gon 
che  man  for  his  part 
n  that  everych  of  hem 
to  the  deffense  of  his 
'ordes  of  Socrates),  they 
hir  preye  to-drowen  me, 
:batyng  ther  ayens,  and 
rente  my  clothes  that  I 
yvith  myn  handes ;  and 
;  that  thei  hadden  arased 
hes,  thei  wenten  a-wey 
I  hadde  gon  with  hem 
In  whiche  Epycuriens 
>r  as  myche  as  ther  semede 
jteppes  of  myn  abyte,  the 
venynge  tho  Epycuryens 
my   familiers   pervertede 

crrour  of  the  wikkide  or 
iltitude  of  hem.  (This  is 
3r  they  semeden  philoso- 


phres,  thei  weren  pursued  to  the  deth 
and  slayn.)  So  yif  thou  ne  hast  noght 
k  no  wen  the  cxilynge  of  Anaxogore,  ne 
the  enpoisonynge  of  Socrates,  ne  the 
turmentes  of  Zeno,  for  they  weren 
straungiers,  yit  myghtestow  han  knowen 
the  Seneciens,  and  the  Canyos,  and  the 
Soranas,  of  whiche  folk  the  renoun  is 
neyther  over-oold  ne  unsollempne.  [85] 
The  whiche  men  no  thyng  elles 
broght  hem  to  the  deeth,  but  oonly  for 
thei  weren  enformyd  of  myne  maneris, 
and  semyde  moost  unlyk  to  the  studies 
of  wykkid  folk.  And  for-thi  thou  ought- 
est  noght  to  wondren  thoughe  that  I,  in 
the  byttere  see  of  this  lif,  be  fordryven 
with  tempestes  blowynge  aboute.  In 
the  whiche  this  is  my  moste  purpoos, 
that  is  to  seyn  to  displesen  to  wikkide 
men.  Of  whiche  schrewes  al  be  the 
oost  nevere  so  greet,  it  is  to  despise  ;  for 
it  nys  nat  governyd  with  no  ledere  (of 
resoun),  but  it  is  ravyssched  oonly  by 
fleetynge  errour  folyly  and  lightly ;  and 
yif  they  som-tyme,  makynge  an  oost  ayens 
us,  assayle  us  as  strengere,  our  ledere 
draweth  to-gidre  his  richesses  in-to  his 
tour,  and  they  ben  ententyf  aboute  sar- 
pleris  or  sachelis,  unprofitable  for  to 
taken.  [90]  But  we  that  ben  heighe 
above,  syker  fro  alle  tumolte  and  wood 
noyse,  wamstoryd  and  enclosed  in  swiche 
a  paleys  whider  as  that  chaterjmge  or 
anoyinge  folye  ne  may  nat  atayne,  we 
scome  swyche  ravyneres  and  hcnteres  of 
fouleste  thynges. 

*  Quisquis  composHo,^ — Metrum  4 

Who-so  it  be  that  is  cleer  of  vertuc, 
sad  and  wel  ordynat  of  lyvynge,  that  hath 
put  under  fote  the  proude  weerdes  and 
loketh,  up -right,  up -on  either  fortune, 
he  may  holden  his  chere  undesconfited. 

84.  Anaxofore,  like  Canvos  {jMid  Soroftasf) 
below,  owes  us  form  to  the  Latin  text. 

85.  the  Sentdens,  etc.,  i.e.  men  like  Seneca, 
Canius.  and  Soranus,  Seneciens  is  probably  due 
to  Fr.  •  Senccciens.' 

92.  c/eer  of  veriue,  '  sercnus  *  glossed  '  darus 
virtutc.' 
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The  rngc  ne  the  manaccs  t>f  the  see, 
commoevynge  or  cliasyiige  upward  hetc 
fro  the  lK)tme,  ne  schal  nat  moeve  that 
man.  Ne  the  unstable  mowntaignc  that 
highte  Visevus,  that  writliith  out  thurw 
his  brokene  chemencyes  sniokynge  ficres, 
ne  the  wey  of  thondcr  leit,  that  is  wont 
to  smyten  hye  toures,  ne  schal  nat  moeve 
that  man.  Whar-to  thannc,  o  wrecches, 
drede  ye  tirauntes  that  ben  wode  and 
felenous  withouten  ony  strcngthe?  [95] 
Hope  aflir  no  thyng,  ne  drede  nat ;  and 
so  sclialtow  desarmen  the  ire  of  thilke 
unmyghty  tiraunt.  But  who  so  that, 
qwakynge,  dredeth  or  desireth  th)Tig 
tliat  nys  noglit  stable  of  his  r>-ght,  that 
man  that  so  dooth  hath  cast  awey  his 
scheeld,  and  is  remoeved  from  his  place, 
and  enlaceth  hym  in  the  che)'ne  with 
whiche  he  mai  ben  drawen. 

*  Scntis  ne  inquit,^ — Prosa  4 

*  Fclistow,'  quod  sche,  *  thise  thynges, 
and  ontren  thei  aughtc  in  thy  corage? 
Artow  like  an  asse  to  the  harpe  ?  Why 
wcpistow,  why  spilleslow  teeris?  Yif 
thou  a]>idest  after  helpe  of  thi  leche,  the 
liyhovcth  discovre  thy  wownde.' 

Tho  I,  that  hadde  gadcr)'d  strengthe 
in  my  corage,  answeride  and  seide : 
*  And  nedcth  it  yit,'  quod  I,  *  of  rehers- 
ynge  or  of  ammonicioun  ?  [100]  And 
schewcth  it  nat  y-noghe  by  hym-selve 
the  sharpncsse  of  fortune,  that  waxcth 
woofl  ayens  me  ?  Ne  mocvelh  it  nat  the 
to  seen  the  face  or  the  manere  of  this 
place  ?  Is  this  the  librar>'c  whiche  that 
thou  haddost  chosen  for  a  ryght  certcin 
sege  to  ihc  in  xwyn  hous,  there  as  thow 
disputcdcst  ufte  with  me  of  the  sciences 
of  thynges  touchyngc  dyvinyte  and  man- 
kynde  ?  Was  thanne  myn  habit  swiche 
as  it  is  now  ?  Was  my  face  or  my  cherc 
swychc  as  now  whan  I  soghtc  with  the 

93.  Juie^  '  sL-^^tum,'  which  means  '  surge '  here ; 

*./].  ///V,  it-..  Chaucer  follow;  I*,  *cstables[et 
Vx.\  tl<-  s'»:i  I'.roit.'  not  I^t.  '  stabilis  suiquc  iuris.' 

\f6.  an  asu  to  the  harfty  \\\k^  CJreck  proverb 
iH'of  Ai'fjac,  throUtfli  I^t.  'a^inus  ad  lyraro.' 


the  secretis  of  nature,  whan  thow  en- 
formedest  my  maneris  and  the  resoun  of 
al  my  lif  to  the  ensaumple  of  the  ordre 
of  hevene  ?  Is  noght  this  the  gerdouns 
that  I  referre  to  the,  to  whom  I  have 
ben  obeisaunt  ?  [105] 

Certes  thou  confennedest  by  the 
mouth  of  Plato  this  sentence,  that  is  to 
sc>'ne  that  comune  thynges  or  comunalites 
wercn  blisful  yif  they  that  hadden  studied 
al  fully  to  wysdom  govemeden  thilke 
thynges  ;  or  elles  yif  it  so  befille  that  the 
govemours  of  comunalites  studicden  to 
geten  wysdom.  Thou  seidest  eek  by 
the  mouth  of  the  same  Plato  that  it  was 
a  neccssarie  cause  wise  men  to  taken  and 
desire  the  governance  of  comune  th}Tige5, 
for  that  the  govememcntz  of  cites,  I- 
lefte  in  the  handes  of  felonous  turmentoais 
citezeens,  ne  schulde  nc^ht  bryngen  in 
pestilence  and  destruccioun  to  good 
folk.  And  thcrfore  I,  folwynge  thilke 
auctorite,  desired  to  putten  forth  in  exe* 
cucion  and  in  acte  of  comune  administra- 
cioun  thilke  thynges  that  I  hadde  lemyd  of 
the  among  my  secre  restyng-whiles.  [no] 

Thow  and  god,  that  putte  the  in  the 
thoughtes  of  wise  folk,  ben  know>-nge 
with  me  that  no  thyng  ne  brought  me  10 
maistrie  or  dignyte  but  the  comune  studie 
of  alle  goodnesse.  And  therof  cometh  it 
that  bylwixen  wikkid  folk  and  me  han 
ben  grevous  discordes,  that  ne  m>'ghte 
nat  ben  rclessed  by  preyeris ;  for  this 
liberte  hath  fredom  of  conscience,  that 
the  wraththe  of  more  myghty  folk  hath 
alwey  l)en  despised  of  me  for  savacioan 
of  right.  How  ofte  have  I  resisted  and 
withstonden  thilke  man  that  highte 
Conigaste,  that  made  alwey  assawtes 
ayens  the  prospere  fortunes  of  pore  feble 
folk  I  How  ofte  eck  have  I  put  of  or 
cast  out  hym  Trygwillc,  provost  of  the 
kyngis  hous,  bothe  of  the  wronges  that 

10^.  Is  HOfhi  tMiSf  etc.,  'HaKcine  pnsau 
refcnmus  tibi  ? ' 

108.  tt'w  fM^Ht  etc,  gerundive  idiom,  '•'• 
'  for  wise,'  etc. 

III.  l^n  knmvytige^  etc.,  •mihi  conscii,'  ^^ 
Fr.  '  coDKachables  avecques  moi.' 

II a.  /or  ihist  etc.,  should  be  and^f^r  ihii,^^' 
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he  hadde  bygunne  to  doon,  and  ek  fully 
performed  !  [115]  How  ofte  have  I 
covered  and  defended  by  the  auctorite 
of  me  put  ayens  perils  (that  is  to  seyn, 
put  myn  auctorite  in  peril  for)  the 
wrecche  pore  folk,  that  the  covetise  of 
straungiers  unpunyschid  tormentyde  al- 
wey  with  myseses  and  grevances  out  of 
nombre  ! 

Nevere  man  ne  drow  mc  yit  fro  right 
to  wrong.  Whan  I  say  the  fortunes  and 
the  richesses  of  the  pepie  of  the  provinces 
ben  harmed  or  amanuced  outher  be  pryve 
rauynes  or  by  comunc  tributes  or 
cariages,  as  sory  was  I  as  they  that 
suffriden  the  harm.  (Glosa.  Whan 
that  Theoderic,  the  kyng  of  Gothes,  in  a 
dcre  yeer,  hadde  his  gemecris  ful  of  com, 
and  comaundedc  that  no  man  schulde 
byen  no  coorn  til  his  com  were  soold, 
and  that  at  grevous  dcre  prys,  Boece 
with-stood  that  ordcnaunce  and  overcome 
it,  knowynge  al  this  the  kyng  hym-selve. 
[120]  Coempcioun  is  to  seyn  comune 
achat  or  beyinge  to-gidre,  that  were 
establissed  up-on  the  peple  by  swiche  a 
mancre  imposicioun,  as  whoso  boughte 
a  busschel  come,  he  most  yyve  the  kyng 
the  fyfte  part.)  Textus.  W^han  it  was 
in  the  sowre  hungry  tyme,  thcr  was 
establissed  or  crycd  grevous  and  unplit- 
able  coempcioun,  that  men  sayen  wel  it 
schulde  gretly  tormenten  and  endamagcn 
al  the  provynce  of  Campayne,  I  took 
stryf  ayens  the  provost  of  the  pretorie  for 
comune  profit ;  and,  the  kyng  knowynge 
of  it,  overcom  it,  so  that  the  coempcioun 
ne  was  nat  axid  ne  took  effect.  Paulyn, 
a  consciller  of  Rome,  the  richesses  of  the 
whiche  Paulyn  the  howndes  of  the  paleys 
(that  is  to  seyn  the  officeres)  woldcn  ban 
devoured  by  hope  and  covetyse,  yit  drowe 
I  hym  out  of  the  jowes  of  hem  that 
gapeden.  And  for  as  mochc  as  the 
peyne  of  the  accusacioun  ajugid  byfom 
ne  schulde  noght  sodeynli  henten  ne 
punyssche  wrongfully  Albyn,  a  conseiller 


1 16.  Ci  Cx.  B  Cj  read  tormentyden. 
119,  I90  refer  to  what  precedes,  i2x  to  what 
follows. 


of  Rome,  I  puttc  me  ayens  the  hates  and 
indignacions  of  the  accusour  Cyprian. 
[125]  Is  it  not  thanne  I-noghe  sene,  that 
I  have  purchaced  grcte  discordes  ayens 
my-self?  But  I  oughte  be  the  more 
asseured  ayens  alle  othere  folk,  that,  for 
the  love  of  rightwisnesse,  I  ne  reservede 
nevere  no  thyng  to  my  selve  to  hem  ward 
of  the  kyngis  hallc,  by  whiche  I  were  the 
more  syker.  But  thurw  the  same  accusours 
accus)*nge  I  am  condempned.  Of  the 
nombre  of  whiche  accusours,  oon  Basilius, 
that  whilom  was  chased  out  of  the  kyngis 
scrvyse,  is  now  compelled  in  accusynge 
of  my  name  for  nede  of  foreyne  moneye. 
Also  Opilion  and  Gaudencius  han  accused 
mc,  al  lie  it  so  that  the  justise  regal 
hadde  whilom  dcmed  hem  bothe  to  gon 
in-to  exil  for  hir  trecherics  and  frawdes 
withouten  nombre,  [130]  to  whiche 
juggement  they  noldcn  nat  obeye,  but 
defendeden  hem  by  the  sikerncssc  of  holi 
houses  (that  is  to  seyn,  fledden  into 
seynte  waric)  ;  and  whan  this  was  aper- 
ceyved  to  the  kyng,  he  comandidc  that, 
but  they  voydide  the  cite  of  Ravcnne  by 
certeyn  day  assigned,  that  men  scholde 
markcn  hem  in  the  forhevcd  with  an  hoot 
iren  and  chascn  hem  out  of  townc. 
Now  what  thyng  semyth  myghte  ben 
likncd  to  this  crueltc?  Forcertes  thilke 
same  day  was  resccyvcd  the  accusynge  of 
myn  name  by  thilke  same  accusours. 
What  may  Inin  seyd  hcr-to  ?  Hath  my 
studie  and  my  kunnynge  disserved  thus  ? 
Or  elles  the  forscyde  dampnacioun  of  me 
— made  that  hem  ryghtfulle  accusours  or 
no?  Was  noght  fortune  aschamed  of 
this?  [135]  Certes,  al  hadde  noght  for- 
tune ben  aschamed  that  innocence  was 
accused,  yit  oughte  sche  han  hadde 
schame  of  the  fylthe  of  myn  accusours. 
But  axestow  in  somme  of  what  gylt  I  am 

127.  to  hem  itHird  is  due  to  a  inistr.inslation  of 
'  vers  ■  in  *  vers  ecus  du  poliz  roiul ' ;  Lat.  '  apud 
aulicos.' 

129.  yj»r  wriV,  etc.,  •alicni  arris  necessitate. 

\li.  C2  C'l  Aa  Cx.  W  o/tke  ttnim. 

133.  fi%i\iseerfuth  the;  X^seemeth you;  Ukned 
should  be  *  added,' '  posse  adstnii.'    Chaucer  has 


understood  Fr.  •pareillc,'  p.  part,  fif  'p.ircillcr' 
(ad&truerc),  as  that  of /tfrri/Zfr,  '  t.»  Ivkv^^.' 
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accused  ?     Men  seyn  that  I  wolde  saven 
the  conipanye  of  the  senatours.      And 
desirestow  to  hercn  in  what  manere  ?     I 
am  accused  that  I  schulde  han  disturbed 
the  accusour  to  bcren  lettres,  by  whiche 
he    scholde    han   maked    the   senatours 
g>'lty  ayens  the  kyngcs  real  maieste.     O 
Maystrcsse,    what    demcstow    of    this? 
Schal  I  forsake  this  blame,  that  y  nc  bo 
no  schanie  to  the  ?     Certes  I  have  wolde 
it  (that  is  to  seyn  the  savacioun  of  the 
senat),  ne  schal   I  nevere  letten  to  wilne 
it ;  and  lh;it  I  confesse  and  am  aknowe  ; 
but  the  entente  of  the  accusour  to  ben 
distorlxi'l  s':lial   ccse.  [140]     For  shal   I 
cleiHJ  it  ihanne  a  felonye  or  a  synne,  that 
I  have  desired  the  savacioun  of  the  ordre 
of  the   senal  ?      And   certes  yit   hadde 
thilkc  same  senat  don  by  mc  thurw  hir 
decretes  and  hir  jugementes  as  thoughe 
it  were  a  synne  and  a  felonye  (that  is  to 
se)'n,  to  wilne  the   savacioun   of  hem). 
But  folye,  that  lyelh  alwey  to  hym-selvc, 
may  noght  chaunge  the  merite  of  thynges, 
ne    I    trowc    nat    by    the    jugement  of 
Socrates,  that   it  were  Icveful  to  me  to 
hide   the  sothe,  nc  assente  to  lesynges. 
Bui  certes,  how  so  evere  it  be  of  this,  I 
putte  it  to  gesscn  or  prisen  to  the  juge- 
ment of  the  and  of  wys  folk.     Of  whiche 
thyng  all  the  ordenaunce  and  the  sothe, 
for  as  moche  as  folk  that  l>een  to  comen 
aflir  our  dayes  schullcn  knowen  it,  I  have 
put  it  in  scripture  and  in  rcmembraunce. 
[145]     For  touchyngc    the    lettres    falsly 
maked  by  whiche  lettres  I  am  accuse<l  to 
han  hoped   the  fredom  of  Rome,  what 
aperlenelh    mc    to  spcken  ther-of?     Of 
whiclie    lettres    the   fraude    hadde    ben 
schewcd  aperlely,  yif  I  hadde  had  liberte 
for  to  han  used  ami  ben  at  the  confessioun 
of  myn  accusours,  the  whiche  thyng  in  alle 
nedes  hath  greet  strengthc.     For  what 
other  fredom  niai  men  hopen?     Certes  I 
wolde  that  som  other  fredom  myghte  l)en 
hoped  ;    I  wolde  thanne   han  answer)'d 

140.  and  that  I  confesse ^  etc.,  should  be  Shal 
I  fon/essc  f  '  Fatebimur  f ' 

147.  in  allc  ncdes,  'omnibus  negotiis'  *en 
tnuicz  l)csoinencs.'  Chaucer  read  'booignes' 
(bc!>ogncs)  as  Usoings  (bcsoin>). 


by  the  wordys  of  a  man    that   hyj^htc 
Canjiis.     For  whan  he  was  accused  by- 
fore  Gaius  Cesar,  Germaynes  sone,  Uut 
he  was  knowynge  and  coosentynge  of  a 
coniuracioun  ynmked   ayens    hym,   this 
Canyus  answeride  thus  :  **  Yif  I  hadde 
wyst   it,  thou  haddcst  noght  wysl  it." 
In  whiche   thyng  sorwe  hath  noght  so 
dullid  my  wyt,  that  I  pleyne  oonly  that 
schrewed  folk  apparailen  felonyes  ayens 
vertu ;    but   I  wondre   gretly  how  that 
thei  may  pcrforme  thynges  that  thei  han 
hoi>ed   for  to  doon.    [150]      For- why  to 
wylne  schre^%7dnesse — that  cometh  pcr- 
avcnture  of  our  dcfaute  ;  but  it  is  lyk  a 
monstre  and  a  merveyle,  how  that,  in 
the    presentc    sight   of    god,    may  ben 
acheved  and  performed  swiche  thynges 
as  every  felonous  man  hath  conce)'ved  in 
his  thoght  ayens  innocentes.     F'or  whiche 
thyngc  oon  of  thy  familiers  noght  unskil- 
fully axed  thus :  **  Yif  god  is,  wbennes 
comen  wikkide  thyngis?     And  yif  god 
ne  is,  whennes  comen  godc  th)Tiges?" 
But  al  hadde  it  ben  leveful  that  felonous 
folk,  that  now  desircn  the  blood  and  the 
decth  of  alle  gode  men  and  ek  of  al  the 
senat,  han  wilned  to  gon  destroyen  me, 
whom  they  han  seyn  alwcy  bataylen  and 
defenden  gode  men  and  eek  al  the  senat, 
yit    hadde   I   nought   disservyd   of   the 
fadcres  (that  is  to  se}'n,  of  the  senatours) 
that  they  schulden  wilne  my  destruccioun. 
Thow  remembrest  wel,  as  I  gesse,  that 
whan   I  wolde  doon  or  seyn  any  th>'ng, 
thow  thi- solve  alwcy   present  rculcde^t 
me.    [155]     Attc  cite   of  Verone,  whan 
that  the  kyng,  gredy  of  comune  slaughtre. 
caste  hym  to  transporten  up-on  al  the 
ordre  of  the  senat  the  gilt  of  his  real 
maicste,  of  whiche  gilt  that  Albyn  was 
accused,   with   how   gret   sykernesse  of 
peril    to   me   defended  I  al  the   senat ! 
Thow  woost  wel  that  I  sey  sooth,  ne  I 
ne  avawntede  me  nevere  in  preysynge  of 
my-selve.     For  alwey  whan  any  wyghi 


J  53'  i^  K*^**  destroyen^  'perditum  irr,'  *akr 
dcstruirc.' 

156.  the  ipit,  etc.,  *  mniestatis  crimen,'  "'^ 
blatme  dc  la  royal  niaic»te.' 
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scey veth  precious  renoun  in  avauntynge 
'm-selvc  of  his  werkes,  he  amenuseth 
e  secre  of  his  conscience.  But  now 
ow  niayst  wel  seen  to  what  eende  I 
[I  conicn  for  myn  innocence  ;  I  resceyve 
:ync  of  fals  felonye  for  guerdoun  of 
rrai  vertuc.  And  what  opene  con- 
ssioun  of  felonye  hadde  evere  juges  so 
cordaunt  in  cruel te  (that  is  to  seyn,  as 
yn  accusynge  hath)  that  either  errour 
mannys  wit,  or  elles  condicion  of 
rtune,  that  is  uncerteyn  to  alle  mortel 
Ik,  ne  submyttcde  some  of  hem  (that  is 

seyn,  that  it  ne  enclynede  some  juge 

have  pite  or  compassioun)?  [160]  For 
•thoughe  I  hadde  ben  accused  that  I 
:)lde  brenne  holi  houses  and  straungle 
eestis  with  wykkid  sweerd,  or  that  I 
idde  greythed  deth  to  alle  gode  men, 
;ates  the  sentence  scholde  hanpunysshed 
e  present,  confessed  or  convict.  But 
»w  I  am  remuwed  fro  the  cite  of  Rome 
mest  fyve  hundred  thowsand  paas,  I  am 
ithoutedefTensedampnyd  to  proscripcion 
id  to  the  deth  for  the  studie  and  bountes 
at  I  have  doon  to  the  senat.  But  O 
si  ben  thei  wurthy  of  meryte  !  (As  who 
ith,  nay.)  Ther  myghte  nevere  yit 
>on  of  hem  ben  convicte  of  swiche  a 
ame  as  myn  is.  Of  whiche  trespas 
yne  accusours  sayen  ful  wel  the  dignete  ; 
e  whiche  dygnyte,  for  thei  wolden 
rrken  it  with  medlynge  of  some  felonye, 
ey  bare  me  on  hande  and  lieden  that 

hadde  pollut  and  defoulcd  my  con- 
ience  with  sacrilegie  for  covetise  of 
gnyte.  And  certes  thou  thi-selve,  that 
t  plaunted  in  me,  chacedest  out  of  the 
ge  of  my  corage  alle  covetise  of  mortel 
ynges,  ne  sacrilege  hadde  no  leve  to  han 

place  in  me  byfom  thyne  eien.  [165] 
Dr  thow  droppiddest  every  day  in  myn 
is  and  in  my  thought  thilke  comaunde- 
ent  of  Pittagoras,  that  is  to  seyn  men 
hal  serven  to  god,  and  noght  to  goddes. 


157.  the  acre,  etc.,  *se  probantis  conscientiac 
crctum(fc.  pretium).'  The  same  mistake  occurs 
Fr. 

164.  For  lieden  H  Cx.  read  sevden^  B  seyden 
•rrected  in  Mime  band  from  leyattu 


Ne  it  was  noght  convenient  ne  no  nedc 
to  taken  help  of  the  fouleste  spirites — I, 
that  thow  hast  ordeyned  and  set  in 
swiche  excellence,  that  thou  makedest 
me  lyk  to  god.  And  over  this,  the  right 
clene  secre  chaumbre  of  myn  hous  (that 
is  to  seyn  my  wiO»  and  the  companye  of 
myne  honeste  freendes,  and  my  wyves 
fadir,  as  wel  holi  as  worthy  to  ben 
reverenced  thurw  his  owene  dedes, 
defenden  me  fro  alle  suspecioim  of  swiche 
blame.  But  O  malice  !  For  they  that 
accusen  me  taken  of  the,  philosophic, 
feith  of  so  greet  blame,  for  they  trowen 
that  I  have  had  afiinyte  to  maleBce  or 
enchauntement,  bycause  that  I  am 
replenysshid  and  fulHld  with  thy 
techynges,  and  enformed  of  thi  maneris. 
And  thus  it  suffiseth  nat  oonly  that  thi 
reverence  ne  avayle  me  nat,  but  that  thow 
of  thy  free  wil  rather  be  blemessched 
with  myne  oflfencioun.  [170]  But  certes 
to  the  harmes  that  I  have  ther  bytideth 
yit  this  encrees  of  harm,  that  the  gessyngc 
and  the  jugement  of  moche  folk  loken 
no  thyng  to  the  desertes  of  thynges,  but 
oonly  to  the  aventure  of  fortune ;  and 
jugen  that  oonly  swiche  thynges  ben 
purveied  of  god,  whiche  that  temporel 
welefulnesse  commendeth.  (Glose.  As 
thus :  that  yif  a  wyght  have  prosperite, 
he  is  a  good  man  and  worthy  to  han  that 
prosperite ;  and  who-so  hath  adversite, 
he  is  a  wikkid  man,  and  god  hath  forsake 
hym,  and  he  is  worthy  to  han  that 
adversite.  This  is  the  opinyoun  of  some 
folk.)  Textus.  And  ther -of  cometh 
that  good  gessynge,  first  of  alle  thynge, 
forsaketh  wrecches.  Certes  it  greveth 
me  to  thynke  ryght  now  the  diverse 
sentences  that  the  peple  seith  of  mc. 
[175]  And  thus  moche  I  seie,  that  the 
laste  charge  of  contrarious  fortune  is  this  : 

167.  For  weu  Ci  A2  H  B  read  is;  Qi  omits. 

168.  ifu  right  cUh*^  etc.,  '  penetral  innocens 
domus,'  i^. '  my  unblemished  private  life.'  Chau- 
cer translates  a  gloss,  '  uxor.' 

170.  of  thy  free  wtit  '  ultro,'  i.e.  '  for  thy  part ' ; 
but  Fr.  'de  ton  gre.' 

\ji.  bytideth.  Chaucer  has  read  'accedit'as 
'accidit.' 
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that  whan  that  c-ny  blame  is  leid  U|u>n  a 
caytif.  men  wcncii  that  he  hath  tlesacrx^d 
that  he  suiVrcth.  And  I,  that  am  put 
a-wey  fro  j;ode  men,  and  despoyled  of 
dijjnytfb,  and  defouled  of  myn  name  by 
gessynji^e,  have  suffride  torment  for  my 
^'ode  dedcs.  Cerles  me  semyth  that  I 
se  the  felorioiiN  covynes  of  wykkid  men 
hal>ounden  in  joye  anil  in  i;ladnesse  ;  and 
I  .se  tliat  every  lorcl  scliapeth  hym  to 
fynde  om  newe  fraudes  for  to  accuse 
l;«»oJ  folk  ;  and  I  se  that  goode  men  ben 
overthr«>wcn  for  drede  of  my  peril,  and 
every  luxurious  turmentour  dar  doon  alle 
felonye  uni)unysschyd,  and  ben  excited 
ther  u»  l»y  yiftes  ;  and  innocentcs  nc  l)cn 
n«\:;ht  <.»only  despoiled  of  sikernesse,  but 
i)f  <lefence  ;  and  ther-fore  me  lyst  to  crie 
to  god  in  this  manerc  :  *  [loo] 


*  O  <ul!i/iri  ccnditor  orbis.^ — Metrum  5 

*  O  ihow  makere  of  the  wheel  that 
bcreth  the  ^t^.•rrcs,  whiche  that  art  feslnyd 
to  thi  ])cr'Uiral>le  chayer,  and  turnest 
the  hevL-ne  with  a  ravysschynge  sweighe, 
and  conslri'vnot  the  sterres  to  sutfren 
thi  lawe  ;  so  that  the  nioone  som-tymc, 
schynyiige  \vith  hir  fulle  homes  metynge 
willi  alle  the  beenies  of  the  sonnc  hir 
biolhii,  lii'lelh  the  steries  that  ben 
l.i>>e,  ainl  ^•>m-lyme,  whan  the  moouc 
pale  wiih  hir  dcrke  homes  aprocheth 
the  ^'•nne,  leo-«eth  hir  lyghtes  ;  and  that 
the  eve  sicrre,  Hesperus,  whichc  that  in 
the  iir<t  lyme  of  the  nyght  brj-ngcth 
forth  l;ir  c.olde  arysynges,  comelh  eft 
nyi-n  hir  u-ed  cours,  and  is  pale  by  the 
inorwe  at  ry^ynge  of  the  sonne,  and  is 
th.mne  clepid  Lucyfer  I  Thow  re- 
st rcynest  tlie  day  by  schortere  duellynge 
in  ilie  tyine  of  coold  wynter,  that  maketh 
the  lecvcs  Halle.  Thow  devydcst  the 
swyfie    ty<les   of  the   nyght,   whan    the 

1-1,  it'hi-il,  elc,  '  midlife ri  orbis,'  'la  roe  qui 

\-jI.  /tsiir.if.  'iicxus'  variant  of  Lat.  text  for 
tti.itii. 

\'-i\.    r.'in't't  ///,  clc,  i.e.  returns  in  the  op- 

I»-i:ilc  l^iI•^:^.liun. 


hotc  somer  iscomen.  [185]  Thy  m>-gbu 
attempreth  the  variauntcs  sesouns  cif  the 
yer,  so  tliat  Zephirus,  the  deboneie 
wynd,  bryngeth  ayen  in  the  first  somtr 
sesoun  the  leeves  that  the  wynd  thai 
hyghte  Boreas  hath  reft  awey  in 
autumpne  (that  is  to  scie,  the  laste  ende 
of  somer) ;  and  the  seedes  that  the  stent 
that  highte  Auctunis  saugh,  ben  waxoi 
heyc  corncs  whan  the  sterre  Syrius 
cschaufeth  hem.  Ther  nys  no  th)-iig 
unboundc  from  his  oldc  lawe,  ne  for- 
leteth  the  wcrk  of  his  propre  estat.  0 
govemour,  governyngc  alle  thynges  b/ 
certcin  cndc,  whi  refuscstow  oonly  to 
governe  the  werkes  of  men  \yy  duvt 
manere  ?  Why  suffrcstow  that  slydynge 
fortune  turneth  so  grcte  cnterchaung^nges 
of  th>niges  ;  so  that'  anoyous  peyne,  thai 
scholde  duwclichc  punysche  felons 
punysscheth  innocentes  ?  [190]  And  folk 
of  wikkide  manercs  sitten  in  heic 
chayeres ;  and  anoyingc  folk  tredcn, 
an<i  that  unrightfully,  on  the  nekkes  of 
holi  men ;  and  vertuc,  clecr  and 
schynynge  naturely,  is  hidde  in  derkc 
derknesscs  ;  and  the  rightful  man  berclh 
the  blame  and  the  i)eyne  of  the  fcloun  ; 
nc  the  for-swerynge,  nc  the  fraudc 
covered  and  kemM  with  a  false  colour, 
ne  anoieth  nat  to  schrcwes  ?  The  whiche 
schrewes,  whan  hem  list  to  uscn  hir 
strengthe,  they  reioyssen  hem  to  putten 
un<lir  hem  the  sovereyne  kyngcs,  whiche 
the  )K*plc  withowten  nombre  d  red  en. 
O  thou,  what  so  everc  thou  Iw  that 
knyttest  alle  l)oondes  of  thynges,  loke 
on  thise  wrccchide  crthes.  We  men, 
that  lx:n  noght  a  foul  partic,  but  a  f:.'r 
[>artic  of  so  greet  a  wcrk,  we  ben 
turmenteil  in  this  see  of  fortune.  Thow 
governour  withdraughe  and  rcslreync 
the  ravysschynge  flodes,  and  fastnc  and 
ferme  '  thise  crthes  stable  with  thilke 
lK>ond  by  whiche  thou  govemcst  tlic 
hcvene  that  is  so  large*  [195] 


18^'.  Cj  Aj  H  B  in  ihr  tasU  mde. 

187.   For  iaugh,  *  vidit,'  Hn.  reads  *my*,  Ci- 

1S9.  stytiynge/oriunff  'lubrica  foituna.' 
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I  hadde.  with  a  coniynuel 
sobtiyd    or    borken    out     ihise 

sche,  with  hir  checre  pesible 
tityng  amoeved  with  my  com- 
scide  thus :  '  Whan  I  saugh 
-d  xhe,  'sorwful  and  wtpynge, 
noon  that  thow  were  a  wrecche 
id  ;  but  I  wysle  nevcre  how  fer 
.1  was  yif  thy  talc  nc  haddt 
it  mc.  But  cedes,  al  be  ihow 
ly  cuntrc,  ihou  nart  nal  put  out 
It  Ihow  hast  fayled  of  ihi  weyc 
I  a-iiiys.  And  yif  ihou  hast 
r  lo  wenc  that  thow  be  put  out 
:untre,  ihaiine  hastow  pul  out 
lather  than  ony  other  wyght 
For  no  wyghl  but  thy-sclve 
nevere  han  doon  that  lo  the. 
r  yif  ihow  remcnibie  of  what 
low  art  liorn,  it  nys  nat  governed 
Toures,  ne  by  gouvcmement  of 
t,  as  weren  the  cuntrees  of  hem 
;nes;  but  o  lord  and  o  kyng, 
t  is  god,  is  lord  of  (hi  cuntrc, 

that  rcioisseth  hym  of  the 
c  of  his  cilezeena,  and  nat  for  to 
lem  in  exil  ;  of  the  whiche  lord 
iverej-n  freilom  lo  lien  governed 
iiydcl  ot  hym  and  obeyc  to  his 

Hastow  foTyeten  Ibilke  ryghte 
we  of  Ihi  citee,  in  the  whiche  cite 
ieyned  and  estaUysschid,  tliat 
y[;ht  thai  haih  levere  founden 
his  sete  or  his  hous  than  dies 
he   may  nal  ben  exiled  by  no 

0  that  pUce?  For  whO'SO  that 
ncd  in-with  the  palays  and  the 

thilke  cite,  ther  nys  no  dredc 
mai  deKrve  to  ben  exiled  ;  but 

1  leteth  the  wil  for  lo  enhabyten 
le  fordetclh  also  to  deserve  to 
Ko  of  Ihilke  cite.  [105]     So  that 

1  Al  A]  H  Ci.  rud 
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I  seie  thai  the  face  of  this  place  ne 
tnoeveth  me  noght  as  mochel  as  thyn 
owene  face,  ne  1  ne  aie  nat  nther  the 
walles  of  thy  libratye,  apparayled  and 
wrought  with  yvory  and  with  glas, 
than  after  the  sete  0!  thi  thought,  in 
whiche  I  put  noght  whilom  bookes,  but  I 
putle  tbal  that  maketh  bokes  wurlhy  of 
prys  or  piecyous.  thai  is  lo  seyn  the 
sentence  of  my  bookes. 

And  cerleynlyof  thy  dessertes  bystowed 
iu  comune  good  thow  hast  seyd  solh,  bat 
after  the  multitude  of  (hy  gode  dedes 
thou  hast  seyd  (ewe.  And  of  the 
bonestete  or  of  the  falsnesse  of  thynges 
that  ben  opposed  ayens  ihe,  thow  hast 
remembred  ihynges  that  ben  knowen  to 
Qlle  folk.  And  of  the  felonyes  and 
fiaudes  of  thyn  accusouis,  it  semelh  the 
have  touched  it  for  sothe  lyghtfully  and 
schorlly,  al  mygblen  tbo  same  tbynges 
liclcre  and  more  plenlevously  ben  couth 
in  the  mouih  of  the  peple  that  knowelh 
all  Ihis.  [no]  Thow  hast  eek  blamed- 
gredy  and  compleyned  of  the  wrongful 
dede  of  the  senat,  and  thow  hast  sorwyd 
for  my  blame,  and  thow  hast  wepcn  foi 
Ihe  damage  of  thi  renoun  that  is  apayred  ; 
and  thi  laste  soiwe  eschaufede  ayens 
fortune  and  conipleyndest  that  guerdouns 
ne  ben  nal  eveneliche  yolden  to  the 
dessertes  of  folk.  And  in  the  lallte 
cende  of  thy  wode  muse,  Ihow  pieydcsl 
that  Ihilke  pees  that  govemelh  the 
hevene  schulde  goveme  the  erthe. 

Bui  for  tliat  many  Iribuladons  of 
aifeccions  han  assailed  the,  and  sorwe 
and  ire  and  wepynge  (o-drawen  the 
diversely,  ai  thou  art  now  feble  of 
thought,  myghtyere  remedies  ne  schullen 
noght  yil  touchen  ihe.  For  wyche  we 
wol  usen  somdel  lyghtere  medicynes,  so 
that  thilke  passiouns  thai  ben  waxen 
hard  in  swellynge  by  perlurbacions 
Howynge  in  10  thy  thought,  mowen 
waxen  esy  and  softe   I 


•mfltrKAit,  nibJKl  a 


w  Me   urn  6 

Whan  ihat  the  hcvy  sterre  of  the 
Ccincre  t-schoufetb  by  Ihe  hemes  of 
['hebus  (tliat  is  to  seyn,  whan  thai 
I'hcbus  ihi;  sonne  is  in  the  sygne  of  the 
Cancre),  wlio-so  yeveth  tlianne  lai^^ly 
his  scedes  lu  the  fecldes  that  refusen  to 
icsceyven  hum,  lat  hym  gon,  be-gilcd  of 
trust  that  he;  haddc  to  his  com,  to 
accotnes  of  olies.  Vif  thow  wolt  gadcre 
vyoUetes,  ne  go  thow  tiat  to  the  purpre 
wode  whan  the  fceld,  chicliytige,  agryselh 
of  colli  by  the  felnesse  of  Ihc  wind  that 
liyijhlc  Aquilon.  Vif  thou  desircst  or 
wolt  Hsen  grapes,  ne  seek  ihou  nat  with 
a  glotonous  hand  to  streyne  and  piessc 
the  stalkcs  of  the  vyne  in  the  first  somcr 
scaiiun  J  for  Bachua,  the  god  of  wyn, 
halh  rather  yyven  his  yiftcs  to  aulumpne 
(llie  lallcte  ende  of  somcr).  Go<l  toltiieth 
and  assignelh  tlie  lymes,  ablyngc  hem  lo 
hir  piopre  office,  ne  he  ne  suffieth  nat 
Ihe  stowndes  whiche  tliat  liytn-self  halli 
devyded  anil  const icyneil  In  ben  I- 
medled  tu-gidrc.  [>»]  And  foi-thy 
he  that  forleleth  ccrlein  ordcnauncc  of 
doynge  by  overlhrowynge  wey,  lie  hath 
no  glnd  issue  or  ende  of  his  wcrkes. 

'  I'ririium  i);ilar  faltrhiic  me  pauenlis 
ro-{Mioiiibus.' — I'rosa  6 
First  willow  suflre  me  to  touchc  and 
assaye  llie  slaat  of  thi  thought  by  a  fewc 
demaundi:s,  so  that  I  may  undeistnnde 
what  be  the  inanete  of  thi  cuiacioun?' 

'  Akc  me,'  quod  I,  '  at  thi  wille  what 
thou  wait,  anil  I  schal  answcre.'  Tho 
scyde  sche  Ihuji ;  '  Whethir  weneslow,' 
quod  Eche,  '  that  this  world  be  governed 
by  fiH)lyssche  happcs  and  forlunows,  or 
ellcti  wencitow  that  ther  be  inne  it  ony 
gouvcrnement  of  rcsoun?' 


1.  hyntrihi 


ncriiiitu. 


'  CertcB,' quod  1.  'I  ne  Irowe  nai  B 
no  mnnerelhalsoceileyn  thyngesschnldn 
bs  inoeved  by  fortunows  [folic]  ;  I»s]  l"' 
I  wool  wel  (hat  god,  makere  and  maista, 
s  govetnour  of  his  werk,  ne  revere  hm 
it  day  thai  myghte  putte  me  out  of  iht 
solhnesse  of  that  sentence.' 

'So  it  is,"  quod  sche,  'for  the  jsinf 
ihyng  songe  thow  a  lilil  here  by-foi^ 
and  by-wayledcsl  and  by-weptes(,  thai 
oonly  men  weien  put  out  of  the  curt  4 
god  ;  for  of  alle  othere  ihynges  Ihoo  Dt 
doutcdest  the  nat  that  ihcy  nere  gorenwl 
by  rcsoun.  But  owgh  1  wondre  girtly, 
Irenes,  whi  that  Ihou  art  sik,  syn  thil 
lliow  art  put  in  so  holsomc  a  senteiM: 
but  lat  us  seken  dcppere  ;  I  coniecle  llM 
thcr  lakketh  y  not  what.  But  sey  1K 
this  :  syn  that  thaw  ne  doutesi  nogU 
that  this  world  be  governed  by  god 
with  whiche  govemaylcs  takestow  bee* 
that  it  is  governed?' 

'Unnclhes,'  quod  I,  'knowc  I  Ibe 
sentence  of  thy  quESlioun,  solhat  1  neitis; 
nat  yit  answcren  to  thy  demanded'  [tjo] 

'  I  nas  nat  desscyved,'  quod  schc, 
'  that  ther  ne  failelh  som-what,  by  whicbe 
the  maladye  of  perlurbacion  is  crept  in  to 
thi  thought,  so  as  [thorw]  Ihe  sliengtht 
of  the  palys  chynyngc  [ondl  open.  But 
scy  me  this  :  remembrestow  what  is  the 
cndc  of  thynges,  «nd  whider  that  the 
emcncion  of  alle  kende  tendclh?' 

'  I  hnvc  herd  lolde  it  som-tyme,'  quel 
I,  '  Inil  drerynessc  hath  dulled  my  mem- 

'  Certes,'  quod  sche,  '  lliou  wost  m-l 
wbonnci  ihal  alle  thyngcs  bim  cuoicn 
and  proceded  t ' 

'  I  woot  wel,'  quod  I,  and  answered: 
:hat  god  is  bj^ynnynge  of  al.  [ijj] 

iij.  Instead  tf/blu  all  MRS.  n^a  JirttM,. 
Bui    L;ii.    'fonrnu  irmcriUKi'  ind   It.  'f.H- 
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'  And  how  may  this  be,'  quod  sche, 
*  that,  syn  thow  kiiowest  the  bygynnynge 
of  thynges,  that  thow  ne  knowest  nat 
what  is  the  eende  of  thynges?  But 
swiche  ben  the  customes  of  perturba- 
ciouns,  and  this  power  they  han,  that 
they  mai  moeve  a  man  from  his  place 
(that  is  to  seyn,  fro  the  stabclnesse  and 
pcrfeccion  of  his  knowynge) ;  but  certes, 
thei  mai  nat  al  arrace  hym,  ne  aliene 
bym  in  al.  But  I  wolde  that  thou  wold- 
est  answere  to  this  :  Remembrestow  that 
thow  art  a  man  ? ' 

*  Whi  schulde  I  nat  remembren  that  V 
quod  I. 

*  Maystow  noght  telle  me  thanne,' 
quod  sche,  *  what  thyng  is  a  man  ? ' 

*  Axestow  me  nat,'  quod  I,  *  whethir 
that  I  be  a  resonable  mortel  lx:ste  ?  I 
woot  wely  and  I  confesse  wcl  that  I  am 
it.'  [240] 

*  Wystestow  nevere  yit  that  thow  were 
ony  othir  thyng  ? '  quod  sche. 

*  No,*  quod  I. 

*Now  woot  I,*  quod  sche,  *  other 
cause  of  thi  maladye,  and  that  ryght 
greet  :  thow  hast  left  for -to  knowen 
thy-selve  what  thou  art.  Thurw  whiche 
I  have  playnly  fownde  the  cause  of  thi 
maladye,  or  clles  the  entree  of  recover- 
ynge  of  thyn  hele.  For-why,  for  thow 
art  confunded  with  foryetynge  of  thi-self, 
for-thi  sorwestow  that  thow  art  exiled 
fro  thy  prop  re  goodes ;  and  for  thow  ne 
woost  what  is  the  eende  of  thynges,  for- 
thy  demestow  that  felouns  and  wikkide 
men  ben  myghty  and  weleful ;  [245]  and 
for  thow  hast  foryetcn  by  whiche  governe- 
mentes  the  werld  is  governed,  for -thy 
weenestow  that  thise  mutacions  of  for- 
tunes fleten  withouten  govemour.  Thise 
ben  grete  causes,  noght  oonly  to  maladye, 
but  certes  gret  causes  to  deth.  But  I 
thanke  the  auctour  and  the  makere  of 
hele,  that  nature  hath  nat  al  forleten  the. 

343.  Thurw  wkic/Uf  etc.,  'quare  plenissime 
.  .  .  inyeni';  Fr.  *  par  quoy  (for /a«/yi«?/)  ie  ai 
ptaincnient  (i.e.  pUintnufU^  mistaken  by  Chaucer 
for  O.  F.  piainementy  ouvertement)  trouvee,'  etc. 

246).  /artupust  *  fortunanuD ' ;  found  only  in  Ci 
Cx. ;  oihien/ortune. 


I  have  gret  noryssynge  of  thy  hele,  and 
that  is,  the  sothe  sentence  of  governance 
of  the  world,  that  thou  by-levest  that 
the  governynge  of  it  is  nat  subgit  ne 
underput  to  the  folye  of  thise  happes 
aventurous,  but  to  the  resoun  of  god. 
And  ther-fore  doute  the  nothing,  for  of 
this  litel  spark  thine  heet  of  lijf  schal 
shine. 

But  for  as  moche  as  it  is  nat  tyme  yet 
of  fasterc  remedies,  and  the  nature  of 
thouglitcs  desceyved  is  this,  that,  as  oftc 
as  they  casten  awey  sothe  opynyouns, 
they  clothen  hem  in  false  opynyouns, 
[250]  of  the  whiche  false  opynyouns  the 
derknesse  of  perturbacion  waxeth  up, 
that  confowndeth  the  verray  insyghte — 
that  derknesse  schal  I  assaic  som-what 
to  maken  thynne  and  wayk  by  lyghtc 
and  meneliche  remedies ;  so  that,  aftir 
that  the  derknesse  of  desceyvynge  de- 
syrynges  is  doon  away,  thow  mowe  knowe 
the  schynynge  of  verraye  light. 

*  Nubibtis  atris  condita.^ — Mctruni  7 

The  sterres,  covred  with  blake  cloudes, 
ne  mowen  yeten  a-doun  no  lyght.  Yif 
the  truble  wynd  that  hyghtc  Auster, 
tumynge  and  wallwynge  the  sec,  medle- 
eth  the  heete  (that  is  to  seyn,  the  boyl- 
ynge  up  fro  the  botme),  the  wawes,  that 
whilom  weren  clcre  as  glas  and  lyk  to 
the  fayre  bryghte  dayes,  withstant  anon 
the  syghtes  of  men  by  the  filthe  and 
ordure  that  is  resolved.  [255]  And  the 
fleetynge  streem,  that  royleth  doun  di- 
versely fro  heye  montaygnes,  is  areestid 
and  resisted  ofte  tyme  by  the  encountryngc 
of  a  stoon  that  is  departed  and  fallen  fro 
some  roche.  And  for-thy,  yif  thou  wolt 
loken  and  demen  soth  with  deer  lyght, 
and  hoolden  the  weye  with  a  ryght  path, 
weyve  thow  joie,  dryf  fro  the  drede, 
fleme  thow  hope,  ne  lat  no  sorwe  aproche 
(that  is  to  seyn,  lat  non  of  thise  passiouns 
overcomen  the  or   blenden  the).      For 

248.  noryssynge,  '  fomentum ' ;   found  only  in 
Cx. ;  B  trust ;  others  noryssynges. 
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cloudy  aiul  ilurk  is  Ihilkc  thoclil,  : 
l>uwii<l«  Willi  bridelis,  wlicrc  as  ll 
ihyna^tciK.,..,..' 


ISril'lT    LIIIKM    SKCUMDUB 

•  Fi»U,i  iJiili^fti-  loiitiiuil.'—l'irsa.  I 

,\f\ct  lliis  sv-lii^  styntc  a  lyicl ;  and 
aftor  tiiM  schc  Iiii'Itle  [j.-i'lrcde  byalemprc 
stiUen»-ii--  niyn  attcnduuu  (ai  uho  50 
myghti:  si-yn  ihus  :  afttt  ihisc  thynges 
liche  blyiilu  a  liljl,  and  wliali  sche  aper- 
ccyvLil  liy  aluniprG  !>lini:nl:ase  that  I  was 
cntLiityr  t>i  liutknu  hire),  sche  by^an  lo 
s]H.-kc  1111  IhU  wyst ;  '  If  I,'  ijuod  schc, 
■havi:  uiiiliistondi-n  and  knuwun  ouucly 
Iho  caUK.'S  and  ihv  lial>)'t  iif  ihy  lualadyc, 
Ihuw  1.111  ^uyssunt  iiil'l  ail  duirutol  Tor 
defraud  irik'iil  of  ihi  r:LtliL'r  rortuiu.'.  [iCu] 
11^-)  o..nly,   Ihat  is 


noghl  with-outen  a  mancre  chauDgynp 
cotoges  :  and  so  is  it   by-lalleD  ihil 
ou  ait  a  litil  departed  fro  the  pea  d 
(hi  thought. 

"  V  is   lymc   thai   thoa  dijnb 


o  the  - 


,nd    ihi: 

f.-.lal  of  tlii  ri.roi;e.  I  undursltindu  llie 
fclL-  f.>1de  colours  and  di-sL-uytW  nf  lliilkc- 
morvcyluui  llluniitre  [Fortune)  and  liuw 
schu  usL>tU  fut  llatvryngu  fainylarilc  willi 
hum  th.it  tchu  cnlorcetlr  lu  byfO'lc,  si 
lonuc,  tit  (bat  wbu  cunfuunde  wilh  un- 
sufTrablc  wnca  hLiii  that  sche  liath  left 
in  ilenpoir  un[>urvciL-<3.  And  yif  thou 
ruuioiiibre^l  wd  tb.;  kyn<k'.  ihe  manciis, 
an't  thi:  tlcSi^rtc  of  Ihilke  forLunc,  thou 
!.lialt  wul  knuwi:  that,  as  in  liir,  tliunr 
iwvfic  lie  liailUial  iiL'  liaal  ylost  any  fair 
Ihyn^.  liul.  as  1  truwc,  I  achal  nat 
(;tcvliy  1i:ivailen  lo  ilun  Ihu  ceniemliren 
on  tlii-rt:  ihynttus,  [j«s]  I^'oc  Ihow  wi-re 
wont  U>  liuiltun  hit  with  manly  H'uurJos 
wlian  !>chc  was  blaundyssching  and 
presunl,  wid  puiauydcsl  hir  with  sentences 
that  Wi;ti;n  dtawen  out  of  myn  enlrt 
(that  U  to  iscyn,  of  iiiyn  enroniiacinn). 


and    : 


Hifte    ind    I 


liUtJl 


4.  (■;  II 


u  id  <^-t  Je  nottia  in 


ihyngcs,  so  that  whanne  Ihei  ben  enliri 
wilh-ynnc  (he,  it  mowen  maken  wey  M 
htiengeie  diynkes  of  medycines.  Co» 
now  furlb,  Iherfore,  Ibe  Kuai]-oun  cf 
swetnesse  rcthoricn,  whiche  thai  gnk 
Donly  the  tighle  wcy  while  sche  fonak- 
elh  nat  myn  cstatules.  And  nilb 
Kethuricc  com  forth  Musice,  a  damoytek 
of  ou[  hous,  that  syngeth  now  liehtcK 
inoedcs  or  prulacions,  now  hevyere.  {if<\ 
What  cylclh  the,  man  ?  What  is  it  Mat 
liath  cast  the  in-to  moornjiige  and  ia-t« 
wepynge?  I  trow  that  thou  hast  KJV 
some  ncwc  thyng  and  unkouth.  Tlmi 
weacst  that  fortune  be  chaungcd  ayera 
Ibc  1  but  Ihow  wcncsl  wrong,  yjf  thw 
that  wenu :  alway  tho  ben  bit  nianciEL 
Schc  hath  rather  kept,  as  lo  the  wanl, 
hir  |iro[iTc  stablcncsse  in  the  rhaungj'ns* 
of  hir-sclf.  R^hl  swiche  was  slbc 
whan  schc  flateryd  the  and  ilcsscyvH  llic 
wilh  unlcful  lykynges  of  false  weleful- 
ncsse.  Thuu  hast  now  knowen  ind 
.itcynt  the  doulous  or  doulile  viuge  <>f 
tbilkc  blynde  goddesse  (Konnncl.  [:t)1 
Sche,  that  yil  covcreth  and  wjmptcth 
hir  to  other  folk,  hath  schewyd  hir  i-reiT 
del  lo  the.  Vif  Ibou  appioi-est  here 
and  ihynkcsl  Ihal  scbe  is  good,  use  hii 
niancris  and  pleync  the  not  ;  and  yii 
thnu  a^seit  hit  fiilse  trechcric,  despite 
anil  cast  awey  hii  thai  ple)'eih  so  hiim- 
fully.  For  sche,  that  is  now  cause  of  v> 
mocliel  sorwe  to  llie,  scholdc  ben  cans' 
I1)  the  of  |iccs  and  of  joye.  Sche  hith 
furiuiken  the,  forsothe,  the  wbiche  tlul 
ncvurc  man  mai  ben  siker  Ibal  sche  <"■ 
schil forsaken h)-m.  (Close.  Bulnathcb 
some  bookcs  han  Ihe  lexte  thus ;   fi»' 

170.    •U.Wcii'r/rgltUlffU, 'iDodpl';  b«l|K* 


sche  hath  fotsaken  ihe,  no  llicr  nj-s 

in  siker  that  sche  hath  nat  forsake.) 

Holdestow  thanne  Ihitke  weleful- 

ptecious  lo  the,  that  schal  pauen  ? 

s  present  Fonune  dete-worth  to  the, 

le  thai  ays  nat  reithful  for  to  dudle, 

whan   iche   golh   awe^    Ibat   sche 

:eih  a  wyghi  in  sorwe?     For  syn 

nay  nal  ben  wilh-holden  at  a  oiannys 

sche  maketh  hym  a  wiecche  when 

departeth   fro  hym.      What  olher 

;  is  flyltynge  Fortune  but  a  maner 

'Smge  of  wrccchidnesse  that  is   to 

1  ?    Ne  it  sufBseth  nat  oonly  lo  lokcn 

yng  that  is  present  byfotn  the  eicn 

lan  ;  but  wisdom  loketb  and  mesur- 

le  ende  o(  ihynges.     And  the  same 

gynge  from  oon  in-lo  anolhei  (ihal 

«yn,  fro  Bd\erEitc  in-lo  piosperite}, 

,h  thai  the  nianaees  of  Foilqne  ne 

at  for  lo  dreden,  ne  the  llateryi^es 

'  to  ben  desired.      Thus,  at   the 

it  bjhoveih   the   lo  suffren  wylh 

wil  in  pacience  al  thai  is  doon  in- 

be  floor  of  Fortune  (that  is  to  sejmi 

I  world),  &yn  thou  hast  oonys  put 

ekke  nndir  the  yok  of  hir.  [agj] 

f  Ihow  wilt  wiitcn  n  lawe  of  wend- 

nd  of  duellynge  to  Fortune,  ythiche 

low  bast  chosen  fcciy  to  ben  thi 

iTlow  nal  wrongfiil  in  that,  and 

t  Fortune  wroth  and  aipre  by  thyn 

encc?    And  yil  thow  mayst  nat 

^n  hir.     V'if  thou  commillest  and 

;st  thi  seylcs  lo  the  wynd,   thow 

«D  shoven,  nal  Ihider  that  Ihow 

I,    bul    wbider    that    tlie    wynd 

Ih   the.      Vif   thow    easiest    thi 

in  feeldes,  Ihou  sholdest  han  in 

thai    the    yeres    ben    amonges 

while    plenlcvous    and    outher- 

lareyne.     Thou  basl  by-taken  Ihi- 

the  govemauncc  of  Fortune  and 

it  byhovelh  the  to  ben  oljeisaunl 

naneiis  of  thi  lady.     Enforcestow 

aresten  or  witbbolden  ihc  swyfi- 

nd   the  sweighe  of  hir  turnynge 

O   ihow   fool   of  alle   mortel 

Yif  Forlone  bygan  toduelle  aiable, 

ede  Ihaniie  to  beo  Fortune.   [390] 


'  //ec  mm  sufcria.' — Mclruni  1 

Whan  Fortune  with  a  proud  lyghl 
h  and  hath  turned  hir  chaungy nge  slownd  cs, 
sche  fareth  ]yke  the  maneies  of  the 
boylyngc  Eurippe.  (Giosa.  Earippe  is 
an  arm  of  the  see  that  ebbeth  and  floweth, 
and  som-tymc  the  slreem  is  on  o  side,  and 
5om-tyme  on  Ihelothir.)  Teiltts.  She 
ciucl  (Fortune)  casteth  adoun  kyngei 
thai  whilom  wcren  y-dradd ;  and  sche, 
desceyvable,  cnhauncelh  up  the  humble 
chere  of  hym  that  is  discouolited.  Ne 
sche  neither  hecrelh,  ne  rekketh  of 
wrccchidc  wepynges ;  and  she  is  so  hard 
that  sche  leygheth  and  scornelh  the 
wepynges  of  hem,  the  whiche  sche  hath 
■naked  wepe  wilh  hir  free  wille.  Thus 
ichn  pleyeth,  and  thus  sche  piocvclh  hir 
strengthes,  and  schewelh  a  greet  wonder 
lo  alle  hit  scrvaunies  yif  that  a  wyghl 
is  seyn  weleful   and   ovcrlhcowe   in   an 

'  VttlUm  auttm  pauea. ' — Prosa  2 

Certes  I  wolde  plcten  with  the  a  fewe 
Ihynges,  usynge  the  woordes  of  Fortune. 
Take  hedc  now  thy-selve,  yif  thai  sclie 
askelh  ry^hl :  "O  thou  man,  wbcrfore 
makcslow  me  gylly  by  Ihyne  every  day« 
pleynyngcs?  What  wrong  have  I  don 
the  ?  What  godes  have  I  byiefl  the  that 
weten  Ihyne?  Slryf  ot  pleet  wilh  me 
byfom  what  juge  that  thow  wolt  of  the 
possessioun  of  rychcsses  or  of  dignylcei ; 
and  yif  thou  maisi  schcwen  me  that  ever 
any  mortel  man  halh  Tesceyrcd  ony  of 
Iho  ibynges  to  ben  hise  in  propre,  ihanne 
wil  I  grannie  freely  that  Ihilke  Ihynges 
wcren  Ihyne  whiche  that  thow  anest. 

Whan  that  nature  brought  (he  foorlh 
out  of  thi  modii  wombe,  [  resceyred  the 
nakid  and  nedy  of  alle  Ihynges,  and  I 
norissched  Ihc  wilh  my  richeises,  and 
was  redy  and  cnlentyf  iburwe  my  favour 

>;;.  /■  H  inn,  i.t.  in  g«  hoar. 
«|6.  Kitnli  jyg\l.  •  iui  ptMulH.' 


300-322 


BOECE 


BOOK  II 


to  sustcne  the  [300] — and    that    makelh 
the    now    inpaeient    ayens   me ;    and    I 
envyroundc  the  with  ad  the  habundaunce 
and  schynynge  of  alle  goodes  that  ben  in 
my  ryghl.      Now  it  likcth  me  to  with- 
drawe  myn  hand.     Thow  hast  had  grace 
as  he  that  hath  used  of  foreyne  goodes ; 
thow  hast   no   rj-ght    to  ple}Tie  the,  as 
though     thou    haddest    outrely    forlorn 
alle     thy     thynges.       Why    pleynestow 
lh:\nne?      I   have  doon   the  no  wrong. 
KichossLS,  lionours,  and   swiche   othere 
thinges  ben  of  my  right.     My  servauntcs 
k  no  wen   nie  for  hir  lady ;   they  comen 
with  me,  and  departen  whan  I  wende. 
I  dar  wel  afTermen  hardely  that,  yif  tho 
thynges  of  whiche  thow  plejTiest  that  thou 
hast  for- lorn  [hem]  hadden  ben  thyne, 
thow  nc  haddest  nat  lorn  hem.     Schal  I 
thannc,  oonly,  be  defended  to  usen  my 
ryghl  ?     Cortes  it  is  leueful  to  the  hevene 
to  niakcn  clerc  dayes,  and  after  that  to 
coveron     the    same    dayes    with    dirke 
nyglites.   [^05]     The  ycer  hath  cek  leve 
.to  apparaylen   the   visage  of  the  erthc, 
now  with   floures,  and   now  with   fruyt, 
and  to  confownden  hem  som-tvme  with 
reyncs  and  with  coldes.     The  see  hath 
eek  his  rj-ght  to  ben  som-tyme  calm  and 
blaun(iysscliyng  with  smothe  watir,  and 
som-tyme  to   ben   horrible  with  wawcs 
and  with  teinpestes.      But  the  covetise  of 
men,  that  mai  nat  be  stawnched, — schal 
it   byndc   me   to   ben  stidfast,  s)T1  that 
stidfaslncssc  is  uncouth  to  mymaneris? 
Swiche  is  my  strcngihe,  and  this  pley  I 
pleye  continuely.     I  tome  the  whirlynge 
wheel   with   tlie  lurnynge  scrcle ;  I  am 
glad    to   chaungen    the    loweste   to    the 
heyeste,  and  the  heyeste  to  the  loweste. 
Worth  up  yif  thow  wolt,  so  it  be  by  this 
lawe,  that   thow  ne  holde  nat  that   I  do 
the  wrong,  though  thow  desccnde  a-down 
whan   the   resoun   of  my  pley  axeth  it. 
[uo]  [Wysiestow  nat  thanne  my  maneris  ?] 
Wystestow   nat    how    Cresus,    kyng    of 
I^ydyens,  of  wliiche  kyng  Cinis  was  ful 

■y-4.  hem,  STippIIci  from  Fr.  B  omits  of^  and 
for  that  thou  hast  reads  to  ktrz'e. 

311.  Hyt/rsti*u',  etc.  Supplied  from  Lat.  and 
Fr.  ;  probably  omitted  by  Ad.im  Scrivener. 


sore   agast   a    lytil    byfom, — that   this 
rcwliche  Cresus  was  caught  of  Cirus  and 
lad  to  the  fyer  to  ben  brend  ;  bot  that  x 
ra)!!  descendcde  down   fro  hevene  that 
rescowyde  hym.     And  is  it  out  of  thj 
mynde  how  that  Paulas,  consul  of  Rome, 
whan  he  had  taken  the  kj^g  of  PerxTCDs, 
weep  pitously  for  the  captivyte  of  the 
selve   kyng.      What   other   th)Tfige  hy- 
waylen   the   cryinges   of  tragedyes   bat 
oonly  the  dedes  of  fortune,   that  with 
unwar  strook  overtumeth  the  realmes  d 
greet  nobleye  ?     (Close.     Tragedyc  is  to 
seyn  a  dite  of  a  prosperite  for  a  tyme, 
that  endeth  in  wrecchidnesse.)     Textus. 
[315]  Lemedest  nat  thow  in  Greek  whan 
thow  were  yong,  that  in  the  entrc  or  in 
the  seler  of  Juppiter  ther  ben  cowched 
two  tonnes ;  the  toon  is  fill  of  good,  and 
the  tother  is  ful  of  harm.     WTiat  ly^l 
hastow  to  pleyne,  yif  thou   hast  taken 
more  plentevously  of  the  gode  side  (that 
is  to  seyn  of  my  richesses  and  prosperites)  ? 
And  what  ek  yif  y  ne  be  nat  al  departed 
fro  the?     What  eek  yif  my  mutabilite 
yeveth  the  ryghtful  cause  of  hope  to  han 
yit  bettere  thynges?     Nathelcs  dismaye 
the  nat  in  thi  thought ;  and  thow  that 
art  put   in  the  comune  realme  of  alle, 
desire  nat  to  lyven  by  th}Ti  oonly  propre 
r>'ght. 

*  Si  quattias  rapidis.^ — Met  mm  2 

Though  Plente  (that  is,  goddesse  of 
Tychesses)  hielde  a-doun  with  ful  hom, 
and  withdraweth  nat  hir  hand,  as  many 
richesses  as  the  see  tometh  upward 
sandes  whan  it  is  mocved  with  ra\7Ssh)Tigc 
blastes,  [320]  or  elles  as  manye  rj'chesses 
as  ther  schynen  bryghte  sterrcs  in  hevene 
on  the  sterry  nyghtes ;  yit  for  all  that 
mank)Tide  nolde  nat  cese  to  wcpe 
wrecchide  ple)'ntes.  And  al  be  it  so 
that   god  rcscey>'eth  gladly  hir  prciers, 

313.  kyn^  ofPercytnt  (should  be  kyt^  Ptrui^ 
'  regis  Persi ' ;  but  Fr.  '  Ic  roy  de  Perse.'  ... 

316.  xeler^  possibly  a  mistake  for  jtfWf,  Mimioe  ; 
Fr.  'sueil.' 

319.  iicsirt  mat,  'deitideres  vivere';  bat  C^ 
variant  in  Noiker,  '  ne  desidere«  v.' 
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Ill,  as  fogi  large,  nioche 
i.iraylelh  coveytous  folk 
leer  honours  ;  yit  semelh 
;eten  no  Ihyng,  bul  alwejr 
;,  devourynge  al  ihat  they 
hewelh  olhere  gapynges 
'^i  E^pyi  >"<)  desiien  yit 
lesses).  What  brydles 
Iden  to  any  cerleyn  ende 
covet ise  of  men,  whan 
;r  that  it  flelith  in  large 
c  ay  brenneth  in  hem  the 
j-nge?  Certes  he  Ihat 
Iredful  weneth  hym-selven 
elhnever-moryche."  [jisl 

r  li  ^  le.' — Piosa  3 

f  ibat  furtune  spake  with 
in  this  manere,  for-sothe 
Idest  nogbt  what  ihou 
ere.  And  yif  ihow  hast 
I- with  thow  mays!  righl- 
ihi  complcynte,  it  be- 
arhewen  il,  and  1  wol  yyve 
Hen  it.' 

quod  I  Ihanne,  'thise 
nges  and  enoynted  with 
'  of  Retbortk  and  Musike  ; 
I  thei  ben  hetd  thei  ben 
to  wrecches  it  is  a  deppere 
1.  [Tliis  is  lo  seyn,  that 
n  the  haimes  that  thei 
revou?;ly  than  the  remedies 
.  of  ihise  woides  mowen 
afotten  bim.)  So  that, 
ihynges  stynten  for  to 
the  sorwe  that  is  in-set 
jught.'  [330) 

it  is,'  (juod  schc.  'For 
:  none  remedies  of  ihy 
:hey  ben  a  maner  noHssch- 
sorwe,  yit  rebel  ayen  thi 
or  whan  that  tyme  is,  I 
ind  adiusl  swiche  thyngcs 
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that  percen  hem-selve  depe.  But 
natheles  that  thow  schalt  noght  wilne  10 
leten  thi-self  a  wrecchc,  Kaslow  foryeten 
the  nowmbie  and  the  maner  of  thi  wete- 
fulnesse?  I  holde  me  stilte  how  that 
the  sovereyn  men  of  the  city  token  the 
in  cure  and  in  kepynge,  whan  thow  were 
orphelyn  of  fader  and  of  modir,  and  were 
chose  in  affynitc  of  prynces  of  the  cite  ; 
and  thow  by-gonne  ratber  to  tien  leef 
and  deere  than  for  to  been  a  neyghebour, 
the  whiche  thyng  is  the  moste  ptecjous 
kinde  of  any  propinquyte  or  alliaunce 
that  mai  ben.  [33s]  Who  is  it  that  ne 
seide  tho  that  thow  neerc  right  weleful, 
with  so  giet  a  nobleye  of  Ihi  fadres-in- 
lawe,  and  with  the  chaslete  of  thy  wyf, 
and  with  (he  oportunyte  and  noblesse  of 
thyne  masculyn  children  (that  is  to  seyn, 
thy  sones)?  And  over  al  this — me  list 
to  passen  of  comune  Ihj-nges— how  thow 
haddest  in  thy  youthe  dignytees  Ibat 
weren  wemd  to  oolde  men.  But  it 
delitelh  me  to  comen  now  to  the  synguler 
uphepynge  of  thi  welefulnessc.  Yif 
any  fruyt  of  mortel  Ihynges  mai  ban 
any  weyghte  or  pris  of  weleftilnesse, 
myghleatow  evere  forgeten,  for  any 
cha^e  of  harm  that  myghte  byfalle,  Ihe 
remembraunce  of  thilke  day  Ihat  thow 
seye  thi  two  sones  maked  conseileris,  and 
I-laJde  lo-gidre  fro  thyn  hous  under  so 
greet  assemble  of  senatouis  and  under 
the  blithnesse  of  peple  ;  [j(o]  and  whan 
thow  saye  hem  set  in  the  court  in  hir 
chayeres  of  dignytes?  Thow,  rethorien 
or  pronouncere  of  Itynges  preysynges, 
desseivedst  gloric  of  wit  and  of  eloquence 
when  thow,  syttynge  bytwixen  thi  two 
sones  conseylers,  in  the  place  that  highte 
Circo,  fiilfildesl  the  abydynge  of  the 
illilude  of  peple  that  was  sprad  abouten 
:  with  so  large  preysynge  and  laude 
men  syngen  in  victories.     Tho  yave 


344-,l66  BO. 

thiiw  wootdes  to  Fortune,  as  I  trowe, 
(thai  U  la  se)!),  Iho  feddeilow  foitune 
«ith  glmynge  wordes  and  desceyvedest 
hir)  whan  sche  accoyede  tlie  axA  noryssiile 
Ifae  as  hir  ownc  delicts.  Thow  bate 
awey  of  Forlune  a  j-ifte  (Ihat  is  lo  seye 
swich  guerdoun)  that  sche  nevecc  ysf  to 
prive  man.  [345]  Wiltow  thcrfore  leye 
a  reknyngc  with  Fortune?  Sche  hath 
now  twynkled  first  upon  the  with  a 
wikkid  eye.  If  thow  considere  the 
nowmlirc  and  the  maner  of  thy  blisses 
md  of  ihy  soiwcs,  thou  mayst  noghl 
forsaken  that  Ihow  nart  yil  blJsfui.  For 
yif  thou  thcrfore  wenest  thi-self  nal  wele- 
ful,  for  ihynges  that  Iho  semeden  joyeful 
ken  passed,  iher  nys  Hat  why  thow 
sholdcst  wene  tbl'Self  n  niccchc  ;  for 
Ihyngcj  that  semen  now  sory  pissen  also. 
Artow  now  comen  first,  a  sodeyn  gest, 
into  the  sch.tdowe  or  tabernacle  of  this 
■if?  Or  liowcstow  that  any  sledfostnesse 
be  in  roannes  ihynges,  whan  ofie  a  swyft 
hour  diiisolvelh  the  same  man  (that  is 
to  Kyn,  whan  the  soule  ilepartelh  fro  the 
hody).  Ijj«]  For  al  though  that  seldu 
is  iher  any  feilh  that  fortunes  Ihynges 
wollen  dwcUcn,  j'et  nalheles  the  lastc 
day  of  11  mannes  lif  is  a  maacr  detli  to 
fortune,  and  also  to  thiike  that  halh 
dwelt.  And  therfore  what  wcneslow 
thar  rckkc,  yif  ihow  forlecto  hir  in 
deyinge,  or  elles  that  sche  (Fortune] 
forleele  the  in  flej-nge  awey  ? 

'  Cam  frinto  poh' — Metrum  3 
Whan  I'hcbus  (Ihe  sonnc)  bygynneth 
to  sprei-len  his  clemesse  with  rosene 
chiricllc*,  thanne  the  slerrc,  y-<iymmcd, 
pialcth  hir  while  chcercs  by  Ihe  tiamlics 
of  the  Sonne  Ihal  overcomcllt  the  sterre 
lyglil.     (This  to  seyn,  whan  the  sonne  is 

y£,  rlirlinc)' 
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tyscn,  ihe  day-ilerre  waxelh  pale,  u>l 

leeselh  hir  Ireht  for  the  grele  l-ryghl- 
nesse  of  the  sonne.)  Whan  the  vrAt 
wnielh  rody  of  losene  flours  in  the 
fyist  somer  sesoun  thurw  the  bieeth  of 
ihe  wynd  Zephirus  Ihat  waxcth  wana, 
yit  ihe  cloudy  wynd  Auster  blonc  fellich^ 
than  golh  awey  the  faimesse  of  thomes. 
[355]  Ofle  the  see  is  deer  and  calm  iriih- 
out  mocvynge  fiodes,  and  ofte  the  horrib.'e 
wynd  Arjuylon  moevelh  boylynge  ten- 
pesles,  and  orcrwhclveth  ihe  see.  Vif 
the  forme  of  this  woild  is  so  sccid  slibTr, 
and  yif  it  tometh  by  so  manye  tnlrF- 
chaungynges,  wiltow  ihannc  Inislco  in 
the  lumblynge  fortunes  of  men  ?  Wiiliw 
Irowen  on  tlyttynge  goodes?  It  is  cerlqn 
and  estabHssched  by  lawe  perduntile. 
Ihat  nothyng  Ihal  is  eneendred  nyi  slc<)-  | 
fast  ne  stable.'  I 


'  Turn  ego  z\ 


— Pr0S14 


ar.  B  Ihrr.  olhrm  ditr. 


Thanne  scidc   I   thus  :    '  O  nonce  of 
alle  veilucs,  ihou  seist  ful  sooth  :  ns  1 
mai  noght  forsake  the  ryght  swyfle  cmn 
of  my  proiipcriic  (ihal  is  to   seyn,  llul 
prosjierite  nc  be  comen  to  me  neiuln 
swyftli  and  sonc)  j    but    this   is  a  thjT^  I 
that  greelly  smerteth  mc  whan  il  lemtm-  I 
brclh  me.  [j6o]     For   in  allc  aiivetiio  ' 
of  fortune   the  moost  unseely  Uyncie  ol  ] 
contiarious  fortune  is  lo  ban  ben  welefbl.'  ] 
'  Hut  Ihat  ihiiw,'  (]uo<i  sche,  'abjcsl  j 
thus  the  lormcnl  of  thi  false  opyuioui.  : 
that   maistow  nal    lygblfully  blamen  w  I 
arellen  to  thynges.     (jVs  who  scilh,  (w 
thow   hast    yil   manye   habundances  <J 
Ihj-ngcs.)     Texlus.     For  al  be  il  so  ibit 
the  ydel  name  of  aventuroui  welefuliul>  i 
moevelh  the  now,  il  is  levcfiil  lh»l  tbw 
rekne  wiih  me  of  how  many  grele  ibpijei 
thow  hast  yil  plenle.     And  thctfore  yif 
lliat  Ihilke  thyng  that  Ihow  haddcit  far 
moosl    precyous    in    al    Ihy   rj'che«  <f 
fortune  tie  kept  lo  ihe  yit  b)-  the  g^ 
of  god  uiiwcmmcd  and  undffouled,  (*!i 
maislQw   thanne  plcyne  tyghltully  up"" 

36,.  £rilr,  found  only  in  Cj  Hn, 
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heef  of  fortune,  syn  thow  hast 
2ste  thynges  ?  Certes  yit  lyveth 
poynt  thilke  precyous  honour  of 
,e,  Symacus,  thi  wyves  fader, 
lat  is  a  man  maked  al  of  sapience 
rtu,  the  wbiche  man  thow  woldest 
yly  with  the  pris  of  thyn  owene 
bywayleth  the  wronges  that  men 
le,  and  nat  for  hym-self ;  for  he 
sikernesse  of  anye  sentences  put 
rm.  And  yit  lyveth  thi  wyf, 
i-tempre  of  wyt  and  passynge 
ommen  in  clennesse  of  chastete ; 
[  wol  closen  schortly  hir  bbuntes, 
'k  to  hir  fadir.  I  telle  the  wel 
2  lyveth,    loth  of  this  lyf,   and 

0  the  oonly  hir  goost,  and  is  al 
d  overcoraen  by  wepynge  and 
tr  desir  of  the ;  [370]  in  the 
ihyng  oonly  I  moot  graunten 
velefulnesse  is  amenused.  What 
ieyn  eek  of  thi  two  sones  con- 

of  whiche,  as  of  children  of  hir 

shyneth  the  liknesse  of  the  wit 

lir  or  of  hir  eldefadcr  !    And  syn 

eyne  cure  of  al  mortel  folk  is  to 

r  owene  lyves,  O   how  weleful 

thow  knowe  thy  goodes  1     For 

ther   thynges    dwelled    to    the 

it  no  man  douteth  that  they  ne 

derworthe    to    the    than    thyn 

f.     And  for- thy  drye  thi  teeris, 

lys  nat  every  fortune  al  hateful 

ird,  ne  over  greet  tempest  hath 

n    upon    the,    [375]    whan    that 

icres  clyven  faste,  that   neither 

iffren  the  counfort  of  this  tyme 

le  the  hope  of  tyme  comyng  to 

e  to  faylen.' 

I    preie,'  quod    I,   '  that   faste 

n  halden  ;  for,  whiles  that  thei 

icw  so  ever  that  thynges  been, 

vel   fleetyn  forth  and  escapyn ; 

1  mayst  wel  seen  how  grete 
rs  and  array  that  me  lakketh, 
passed  awey  fro  me.* 

ve  somwhat  avaunced  and   for 


vhicht^  i.e.  in  whom,  '  es  quiex.' 
dwelled^  have    remained ;    Ai    ben 


thred  the,*  quod  sche,  *yif  that  thow 
anoye  nat,  ne  forthynke  nat  of  al  thy 
fortune.  (As  whoseith,  I  have  som-what 
comforted  the,  so  that  thou  tempeste  the 
nat  thus  with  al  thy  fortune,  syn  thow 
hast  yit  thy  beste  thynges.)  [380]  But  I 
mai  nat  suflfren  thi  delices,  that  pleyn- 
est  so  wepynge  and  angwysschous  for 
that  ther  lakketh  som-what  to  thy  wele- 
fulnesse.  For  what  man  is  so  sad  or  of 
so  parfite  welefulnesse,  that  he  ne  stryveth 
or  pleyneth  on  some  halfe  ayen  the  qualite 
of  his  estat  ?  For- why  ful  anguysschous 
thing  is  the  condicioun of  mannes  goodes; 
for  eyther  it  cometh  nat  altogidre  to  a 
wyght,  or  elles  it  ne  last  nat  perpetuel. 
For  som  man  hath  gret  rychessc,  but  he 
is  aschamed  of  his  ungentil  lynage ;  and 
som  man  is  renomyd  of  noblesse  of  kyn- 
rede,  but  he  is  enclosed  in  so  greet 
angwyssche  of  nede  of  thynges  that  hym 
were  levere  that  he  were  unknowe  ;  and 
som  man  haboundeth  bothe  in  rychesse 
and  noblesse,  but  yit  he  bewayleth  his 
chaste  lyf,  for  he  ne  hath  no  wyf ;  [385] 
and  som  man  is  wel  and  selyly  y-mahed, 
but  he  hath  no  children,  and  norissheth 
his  rychesses  to  the  eyres  of  straunge 
folk  ;  and  som  man  is  gladed  with 
children,  but  he  wepcth  ful  sory  for  the 
trespas  of  his  sone  or  of  his  doughter. 
And  for  this  ther  ne  accordeth  no  wyght 
lyghtly  to  the  condicioun  of  his  fortune  ; 
for  alwey  to  every  man  ther  is  in  som- 
what  that,  unassayed,  he  woot  nat,  or 
elles  he  dredeth  that  he  hath  assaied. 
And  adde  this  also,  that  every  weleful 
man  hath  a  ful  delicaat  feelynge ;  so 
that,  but  yif  alle  thynges  byfalle  at  his 
owene  wil,  for  he  [is]  inpadent  or  is  nat 
used  to  have  noon  adversite,  anoon  he 
is  throwen  adoun  for  every  litil  thyng. 
[390]  And  ful  litel  thynges  ben  tho  that 
withdrawen  the  somme  or  the  perfeccioun 

381.  deiices,  '  delicias  tuas,'  effeminacy;  cp. 

344- 

384.  aftpvyssche  0/  nedf^  etc,   'angustia  rei 
familiaris   ;  Fr.  'aneoisse  de  povrcle.* 

389.  ther  is  in  (B  tker  is  in  hynt^  A  ther  it 
inm€sf),  i.e.  something  is  therein  that,  etc. 

390.  is  inpadent^  '  is '  is  found  only  in  Cx.  A^. 
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of  blisfulnesse  fro  hem  that  been  most 
fortunat.  How  manye  men  trowestow 
wolde  demen  hemself  to  ben  almoste  in 
hevenc,  yif  thei  myghten  atayne  to  the 
leste  partye  of  the  remenaunt  of  thi 
fortune  ?  This  same  place  that  thow 
clepcst  cxil  is  contre  to  hem  that  enhab- 
iten  here,  and  forthi  no-thyng  wrecchidc 
but  whan  thou  wenest  it.  (As  who 
seith,  thow  thi-self,  ne  no  wyght  ellis, 
nis  a  wrecche  but  whanne  he  wencth  hym 
self  a  wrech  by  reputacion  of  his  corage. ) 
And  ayenward,  alle  fortune  is  blisful  to 
a  man  by  the  aggreablete  or  by  the 
cgalytc  of  hym  that  sufTreth  it.  [395] 
What  man  is  that  that  is  so  weleful  that 
noldc  chaunge  his  estat  whan  he  hath 
lost  pacicnce  ?  The  swetnesse  of  mannes 
wclefulnesse  is  spraynd  with  many  bitter- 
nesses ;  the  whichc  welcfulnesse  although 
it  seme  swcte  and  joieful  to  hym  that 
useth  it,  yit  mai  it  nat  ben  withholden 
that  it  ne  goth  awey  whan  it  wole. 
Thanne  is  it  wclc  scene  how  wrecchid 
is  the  blisfulnesse  of  mortel  thynges, 
that  noytlicr  it  dureth  perpetuel  with 
heui  that  every  fortune  resceyvcn  agre- 
ablcly  or  cgaly,  ne  it  deliteth  nat  in  al  to 
hem  that  ben  angwyssous. 

O  yc  mortel  folk,  what  seeke  ye  thanne 
blisfulnesse  out  of  your-self  whiche  that  is 
put  in  yourself ?  Errour  and  folie  con- 
foundcth  yow.  I  schal  schewe  the  shortly 
the  poynt  t)f  soverayn  blisfulnesse.  Is 
there  any  thyng  more  precyous  to  the 
than  Ihi-sclf  ?  [400]  Thow  wolt  answere, 
"nay."  Thanne,  yif  it  so  be  that  thow 
art  niyghly  over  thyself  (that  is  to  seyn, 
by  Iranciuillite  of  thi  soule),  than  hastow 
thyng  in  thi  powere  that  thow  noldest 
nevere  leescn,  ne  fortune  may  nat  bynymen 
it  the.  And  that  thow  mayst  knowe 
that  blisfulnesse  ne  mai  nat  standen  in 
thynges  that  iK'n  fortunous  and  temporel, 
now  undirstond  and  gadere  it  togidre 
thus  :    yif  blisfulnesse  be   the   soverayn 

3j>  and  foy-thi^  etc.,  should  Imj  and  forthi 
not hy tic:  '^  'I'n'cc/tcd,  etc.  But  some  iMitin  texts 
read  *  nihil  miserum '  for  '  nihil  est  misenim.' 

30^'  h'  the  a^grcablete^  etc.,  according  to  the 
c<iuanimity  with  which  one  takes  it. 


good  of  nature  that    lyveth  by  resoun, 
ne  thilke  thyng  nys  nat  soverayn  gooi 
that   may  ben  taken  awey  in  any  wise 
(for  more  worthy  thyng  and  more  d}-gn« 
is  thilke  thyng  that  mai  nat  ben  take 
awey)  ;    than  scheweth  it   wel  that  the 
imstablenesse  of  fortune  may  nat  atayne 
to  receyven  verray  blisfulnesse.  [405]   And 
yit    more    over,    what    man    that    this 
towmblynge  welefulnesse  ledeth,  eyther 
he  woot  that  it  is  chaungeable,  or  eller 
he  woot  it  nat.      And  yd  he  woot  it 
nat,  what   blisful  fortune  may  ther  ben 
in  the  blyndnesse  of  ignoraunce?    And 
yif  he  woot   that  it  is  chaungeable,  be 
mot  alwey  ben  adrad   that   he  ne  lese 
that  thyng  that  he  ne  donteth  nat  but 
that  he  may  leseen  it  (as  who  seith  he 
mot  bien  alwey  agast  lest  he  lese  that  he 
woot  wel  he  may  lese  it) ;  for  whiche  the 
contynuel  drede  that  he  hath,  ne  sufireth 
hym  nat  to  ben  weleful,  or  elles  yif  he 
lese  it,  he  weneth  to  ben  despised  and 
forleten.      Certes  eek  that  is  a  ful  liiel 
good  that  is  bom  with  evene  herte  whan 
it  is  lost  (that  is  to  seyn  that  men  do  no 
more   force   of    the    lost    than   of  the 
havynge).   [410]     And  for   as   mochc  as 
thow  thi-self  art  he  to  whom  it  hath  be 
schewed  and  proved  by  ful  many  demon- 
stracyons,  as  I  woot  wele,  that  the  soules 
of  men  ne  mowen  nat  deyen  in  no  wyse ; 
and  ek  syn  it  is  deer  and  certej-ne  that 
fortunous    welefulnesse    endeth    by  the 
deth  of  the  body ;  it  mai  nat  be  douted 
that,  yif  that  deth  may  take  awey  blisful- 
nesse, that  al  the  kjTide  of  mortel  thynges 
ne  descendeth  into  wrecchidnesse  by  the 
ende  of  the  deth.     And  syn  we  knowe 
wel  that   many  a  man  hath  sought  the 
fru)'t    of    blysfiilnesse,    nat   oonly  with 
suffrynge  of  deeth,  but  eek  with  suffr}'ngc 
of  peynes  and  tormentcs,  how  myghtc 
thanne  this  present  lif  make  men  blisfali 
syn  that  whanne  thilke  selve  lif  is  ended 
it  ne  maketh  folk  no  WTechches  ?  [415] 

406.  Udetky  'vehit.* 
410.  losty  i.e.  loss. 

413.  al  the  kynde,  etc.,  nuslranslationof 'oaw* 
mortalium  genus.' 
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*  Quisquis  voUi  perhenmm  cauiusJ* — 
Metrum  4 

What  maner  man  stable  and  war,  that 
wol  fownden  hym  a  perdurable  seete, 
and  ne  wol  noght  ben  cast  doun  with  the 
lowde  blastes  of  the  wynd  Eurus,  and  wolc 
despice  the  see  manasynge  with  flodes ; 
lat  hym  eschuwen  to  bilde  on  the  cop  of 
the  mountaignc,  or  in  the  moyste  sandes  ; 
for  the  felle  wynd  Auster  tormenteth  the 
cop  of  the  mountaignc  with  alle  hise 
strengthes,  and  the  lause  sandes  refusen 
to  beren  the  hevy  weyghte.  And  for-thi, 
yif  thou  wolt  fleen  the  perilous  aventure 
(that  is  to  seyn,  of  the  werld)  have  mynde 
certeynly  to  fycchen  thin  hous  of  a  myrie 
site  in  a  low  stoon.  For  al-though  the 
wynd  troublynge  the  see  thondre  with 
overthrowynges,  thou,  that  art  put  in 
quiete  and  weleful  by  strengthe  of  thi 
palays,  schalt  leden  a  cler  age,  scomynge 
the  woodnesses  and  the  ires  of  the 
cyr.  [420] 

*Sct  cum  racionum  tarn  in  te.*  -• 
•Prosa  5 

But  for  as  mochel  as  the  norisschynges 
of  my  resouns  descenden  now  into  the,  I 
trowe  it  were  tyme  to  usen  a  litel  strengerc 
medicynes.  Now  undirstand  heere  ;  al 
were  it  so  that  the  yiftes  of  fortune  ne 
were  noght  brutel  ne  transitorie,  what  is 
ther  in  hem  that  mai  be  thyn  in  any  tyme, 
or  elles  that  it  n3rs  fowl,  yif  that  it  be 
considered  and  lookyd  perfitely  ?  Rich- 
esses  ben  they  preciouse  by  the  nature  of 
hem -self,  or  elles  by  the  nature  of  the  ? 
What  b  most  worth  of  rychesses  ?  Is  it 
nat  gold  or  myght  of  moneye  assembled  ? 
Certes  thilke  gold  and  thilke  moneye 
schyneth  and  yeveth  bettre  renoun  to 
hem  that  dispenden  it  than  to  thilke  folk 

419.  of  a  myrit  titt  (Ci  H  B.ciV/,  k^cyiee^  Hn. 
Cx.  jyM  should  follow  avtnturtf '  sortem  sedis 
amocnae. 

4aOi  a  cUr  agt,  'duces  screnus  kvuoi,'  mis- 
read as  '  daces  serenom  cDvum.' 

433.  NffW  undirstami  htere^  mistranslation  of 
'Orentensid'(Lat.  'age'> 


that  mokeren  it ;  for  avaryce  maketh 
alwey  mokereres  to  ben  hated,  and 
largesse  maketh  folk  clcer  of  renoun. 
[435]  For,  syn  that  swiche  thyng  as  is 
transferred  fro  o  man  to  an  olhir  ne  may 
nat  duellen  with  no  man,  certes  thanne 
is  thilke  moneye  precyous  whan  it  is 
translated  into  other  folk  and  stynteth 
to  ben  had  by  usage  of  large  yyvynge  of 
hym  that  hath  ycven  it.  And  also  yif  al 
the  moneye  that  is  over-al  in  the  world 
were  gadryd  to-ward  o  man,  it  scholde 
make  alle  otherc  men  to  be  ncdy  as  of 
that  And  certes  a  voys  al  hool  (that  is 
to  seyn  with-outen  amenusyngc)  fulfilleth 
to-gydre  the  herynge  of  moche  folk. 
But  certes  your  rychesses  ne  mowen 
noght  passen  unto  moche  folk  withoulcn 
amenusynge ;  and  whan  they  ben  apasscd, 
nedes  they  maken  hem  pore  that  forgoon 
tho  rychesses.  O  streyte  and  nedy  clepe 
I  this  richesse,  syn  that  many  folk  mai 
nat  han  it  al,  ne  al  mai  nat  comen  to  o 
man  without  ix>uert  of  alle  othere  folke. 
[430]  And  the  schynynge  of  gemmes,  that 
I  clepe  precyous  stones,  draweth  it  nat 
the  eighen  of  folk  to  hem -ward  (that  is  to 
seyn  for  the  beautes)?  But  certes,  yif 
ther  were  beaute  or  bountee  in  the 
schynynge  of  stones,  thilke  clernessc  is 
of  the  stones  hem-selve,  and  nat  of  men  ; 
for  whiche  I  wondre  gretly  that  men 
merveylen  on  swiche  ihyngcs.  For-whi 
what  thynge  is  it  that,  yif  it  wanteth 
moevynge  and  joynture  of  soule  and 
body,  that  by  right  myghte  semen  a  fair 
creature  to  hym  that  hath  a  soule  of 
resoun?  For  al  be  it  so  that  gemmes 
drawen  to  hem-self  a  litel  of  the  laste 
beaute  of  the  world  thurw  the  entente  of 
hir  creatour  and  thurw  the  distinccioun  of 
hem-self,  yit,  for  as  mochel  as  thci  l)en 
put  under  your  excellence,  thci  ne  han 
nat  desserved  by  no  way  that  ye  schulde 
merveylen  on  hem.  [435]  And  the  beaute 
of  feeldes,deliteth  it  nat  mochel  unto  you?' 

428.  avoySy  etc.,  'vox  quidem  tota  pariter 
multorum  replet  auditum.' 

434.  Chaucer  means  tnotvyng*  0/  soule  and 
Joynture  0/ body.  *  a  fair  creature  t' etc.,  sho\\\A  Ijc 
fair  to  a  creature  that  hath  a  soule  and  resoun. 
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Boece.  *  Why  schulde  it  nat  deliten 
us,  syn  that  it  is  a  ryght  fayr  porcioun  of 
the  ryght  fair  werk  (that  is  to  seyn,  of 
this  worlde)  ?  And  right  so  l)en  we 
gladed  som-tyme  of  the  face  of  the  see 
whan  it  is  cleer ;  and  also  merveylen  we 
on  the  hevene,  and  on  the  sterres,  and 
on  the  Sonne,  and  on  the  moone.* 

PhUosophie.  *  Aperteneth,*  quod  sche, 
*any  of  thilke  thynges  to  the?  Why 
darstow  glorifye  the  in  the  shynynge  of 
any  swiche  thynges?  Artow  distyng- 
w^ed  and  cmbelysed  by  the  spryngynge 
floures  of  the  first  somer  sesoun,  or 
swcllcth  thi  plente  in  fruites  of  somer? 
W^hi  artow  ravyssched  with  idel  joies? 
W^hy  enbraccst  thow  straunge  goodes  as 
they  weren  thyne?  [440]  Fortune  schal 
nevere  maken  that  swiche  thynges  ben 
thyne  that  nature  of  thynges  hath  maked 
foreyne  fro  the.  Soth  is  that,  withouten 
doutc,  the  fruites  of  the  crthc  owen  to 
be  to  the  noryssynge  of  beestis ;  and  yif 
thow  wilt  fulfille  thyn  nede  after  that  it 
suffiseth  to  nature,  thanne  is  it  no  nede 
that  thow  seke  aftir  the  superfluyte  of 
fortune.  For  with  ful  fewe  thynges  and 
with  ful  litel  thynges  nature  halt  hir 
apayed  ;  and  yif  thow  wolt  a-chokcn 
the  fulfillynge  of  nature  with  superfluytees, 
ccrtes  thilke  thynges  that  thow  wolt 
thrcstcn  or  jwwrcn  in-to  nature  schuUc 
l>cn  unjoyeful  to  the,  or  elles  anoyous. 
Wencstow  eek  that  it  be  a  fair  thyng  to 
schyne  with  diverse  clothynge  ?  [445]  Of 
whiche  clothynge  yif  the  beautc  be  aggre- 
able  to  lokcn  uppon,  I  wol  merveylen  on 
the  nature  of  the  matiere  of  thilke  clothes, 
or  elles  on  the  werkman  that  wroughte 
hem.  But  also  a  long  route  of  meyne, 
maketh  that  a  blisful  man  ?  The  whiche 
servantes  yif  thei  ben  vicyous  of  condy- 
ciouns,  it  is  a  gret  charge  and  a 
dcstruccioun  to  the  hous,  and  a  gret 
enemy   to   the   lord   hym-self;   and   yif 

445.  a-choken  the  fulfillynge^    'urgere   satie* 
tatcm.' 

445.  to  the  should  be  to  her. 

447.  x'icyous  of  condyrifluniy  '  vitiosi  nioribus.* 

448.  a  prt  enemy ^  'formeiit  anemic,'  *vcbe- 
mcnter  inimica ' ;  enemy  is  here  adj. 


they  ben  gode  men,  how  schal  straunge 
or  foreyne  goodnesse  ben  pat  in  the 
nowmbre  of  thi  richesses?  So  that  bjr 
alle  thise  forseide  thynges  it  es  deerly 
schewed,  that  nevere  oon  of  thilke  thynges 
that  thou  acountedest  for  thyne  goodes 
nas  nat  thi  good. 

In  the  whiche  thynges  yif  ther  be  no 
beaute  to  ben  desired,  why  scholdestow 
ben  sory  yif  thou   leese   hem,   or  whi 
scholdestow  reioysen  the  for  to  holden 
hem  ?  [450]     For  yif  thei  ben  faire  of  hir 
owene   kynde,   what  aperteneth  that  to 
the  ?     For  als  so  wel  scholde  they  ban 
ben   fayre   by   hem-selve,    though   tbd 
were  departed  fro  alle  thyne  rychesses. 
For-why  fair  ne  precyons  were  thei  nat 
for  that  thei  comen  among  thi  rychesses: 
but  for  they  semeden  fair  and  precyons, 
therfore  thou  haddest  levere  rekne  hem 
among  thi  rychesses.     But  what  desires- 
tow  of  fortune  with  so  greet  a  noyse  and 
with  so  greet  a  fare  ?     I  trowe  thou  seeke 
to  dry ve  a-wey  nede  with  habundaunce  of 
thynges,  but  certes  it  turneth  to  you  al 
in    the    contrarie.      For-why    certes  it 
nedeth  of  ful  manye  helpynges  to  kepjii 
the  diversite  of  precious  ostelemenles ; 
and  sooth  it  is  that  of  many  thynges  ban 
they  nede,  that  many  thynges  han ;  and 
ayenward    of    litel     nedeth    hem    that 
mesurcth  hir  fiUe  afler  the  nede  of  kynde, 
and  nat  after  the  oultrage  of  covetysc. 
[455]  Is  it  thanne  so,  that  ye  men  ne  han 
no  propre  good  I -set  in  you,  for  whiche 
ye  mooten  seke  outward  your  goodes  in 
foreyne  and  subgit  thynges  ?    So  is  thanne 
the  condicion  of  thynges  turned  up  so 
doun,  that  a  man,  that  is  a  devync  becst 
be  meryte  of  his  resoun,  thynketh  that 
hym-self  nys  neyther  fair  ne  noble  but 
it  be  thurw  possessioun  of  ostelementes 
that  ne  han  no  soules.     And  certes  alle 
othere  thynges  ben  apayed  of  hir  owene 
l>eautcs,  but  ye  men  that  ben  semblable 
to    god     by    your    resonable    thought, 
desiren  to  apparailen  your  excellent  kynde 


456.  sufigit,  'sepositis,'  probably  misreaJ  as 
suppositis.' 
4 58.  apayed  of  i.e.  satisfied  with. 


372 


BOOK   II 


BOECE 


459-480 


of  the  loweste  thynges ;  ne  ye  undir- 
standen  nat  how  greet  a  wrong  ye  don 
to  your  creatour.  For  he  wolde  that 
mankynde  were  moost  wurthy  and  noble 
of  any  othere  erthly  thjmges,  and  ye 
thresten  a-doun  yowre  dignytes  bjmethen 
the  loweste  thynges.  [460]  For  yif  that 
al  the  good  of  every  thjmg  be  more 
precyous  than  is  thilke  thjnig  whos  that 
the  good  is,  syn  ye  demen  that  the 
fowleste  thynges  ben  your  goodes,  thanne 
submitten  ye  and  putten  your-selven 
nndir  the  foulestc  thynges  by  your  estima- 
cioun ;  and  certes  this  betydeth  nat 
withouten  your  desert.  For  certes  swiche 
is  the  condicioun  of  alle  mankynde,  that 
Donly  whan  it  hath  knowynge  of  it-self, 
thanne  passeth  it  in  noblesse  alle  othere 
thynges ;  and  whan  it  forletitli  the 
Icnowjmge  of  it -self  thanne  it  is  brought 
by-nethen  alle  beestes.  For-whi  alle 
Dtherc  lyvynge  beestes  ban  of  kynde  to 
Icnowe  nat  hem-self;  but  whan  that  men 
leeten  the  knowynge  of  hem-self,  it  cometh 
lem  of  vice.  But  how  broode  scheweth 
:he  crrour  and  the  folic  of  yow  men,  that 
nrenen  that  anythjmg  mai  ben  apparailed 
with  straunge  apparailementes  !  But  for- 
;othe  that  mai  nat  be  don.  [465]  For 
^if  a  wyght  schyneth  with  thynges  that 
jen  put  to  hym  (as  thus,  yif  thilke 
hynges  schynen  with  whiche  a  man  is 
tparayled),  certes  thilke  thynges  ben 
'.emended  and  preysed  with  whiche  he  is 
ipparayled  ;  but  natheles,  the  thyng  that 
s  covered  and  wrapped  under  that 
luelleth  in  his  felthe. 

And  I  denye  that  thilke  thyng  be  good 
hat  anoyeth  hym  that  hath  it.  Gabbe 
[  of  this  ?  Thow  wolt  sey  **  nay. "  Certes 
ychesses  han  anoyed  ful  ofte  hem  that 
lan  tho  rychesses,  syn  that  every  wikkid 
;chrewe,  and  for  his  wikkidnesse  is  the 

463.  han  .  .  ,  to  knffwt^  'ceteris  animantibus 
latura  est  ignorare  sesc,'  with  '  natura '  read  as 
ihl.  comtth  fum,  *leur  vint';  cp.  Bk.  0/  Du., 
78. 

470.  and  /or  his  wikkidnesse^  etc.  (Ci  Hn.  Ao 
\\  omit  isy  B  0/ kistvikkidnesse  is  tkt  $nore^  etc., 
is  for  his  wikkidtusse  the  more^  etc.),  i.e. 
for 


;vcn  for  his  wickedness,  etc. 


more  gredy  aftir  othir  folkes  rychesses 
wher  so  evere  it  be  in  ony  place,  be  it 
gold  or  precyous  stones ;  and  weneth 
hym  oonly  most  worthy  that  hath  hem. 
[470]  Thow  thanne,  that  so  bysy  dredest 
now  the  swerd  and  the  spere,  yif  thou 
haddest  cntred  in  the  path  of  this  lif  a 
voyde  weyfarynge  man,  thanne  woldestow 
syngen  by-for  the  theef.  (As  who  seith, 
a  pore  man  that  bereth  no  rychesse  on 
hym  by  the  weie  may  boldely  synge 
byfom  iheves,  for  he  hath  nat  where-of 
to  be  robbed.)  O  precyous  and  r}'ght 
cleer  isthe  blisfulnesseof  mortel  rychesses, 
that,  whan  thow  hast  geten  it,  thanne 
hastow  lorn  thi  sikemesse  ! 

*  Felix  nimium  prior  etas* — Metrum  5 

Blisful  was  the  firste  age  of  men. 
They  heelden  hem  apayed  with  the 
metes  that  the  trewe  feeldes  broughten 
forth.  They  ne  destroyeden  ne  des- 
seyvede  nat  hem-self  with  outrage.  They 
weren  wont  lyghtly  to  slaken  hir  hungir 
at  even  with  accomes  of  ookes.  [475] 
They  ne  coude  nat  medle  the  yift  of 
Bachus  to  the  cleer  hony  (that  is  to  seyn, 
they  coude  make  no  pyment  or  clarree), 
ne  they  coude  nat  medle  the  bryghte 
fleeses  of  the  contre  of  Seryens  with  the 
venym  of  Tyrie  (this  is  to  seyn,  thei 
coude  nat  deyen  white  fleeses  of  Syrien 
contre  with  the  blood  of  a  maner  schelle- 
fyssche  that  men  fynden  in  Tyrie,  with 
whiche  blood  men  deyen  purpre).  They 
slepen  holsome  slepes  uppon  the  gras, 
and  dronken  of  the  rennynge  watres,  and 
layen  undir  the  schadwes  of  the  heye 
pyn  trees.  Ne  no  gest  ne  straunger  ne 
karf  yit  the  heye  see  with  oores  or  with 
schij^es  ;  ne  thei  ne  hadden  seyn  yit  none 
newe  stroondes  to  leden  marchandisc  into 
diverse  contrees,  Tho  weren  the  cruele 
clariouns  ful  bust  and  ful  stille.  Ne 
blood  I-schad  by  egre  hate  ne  hadde  nat 

474-484.  Also  translated  in  The  Former  Age. 

^76.  Jteeses  of  the^  «tc.,  •vellera  serum'  (cp. 
Verg.  Georg.  ii.  lai),  Mcs  toisons  des  Sirian<i,' 
i.e.  silks  m  Syria.  XftMytn  of  Tyrie,  'Tyrio 
vcneno '  (cp.  Georg:  ii.  465X 
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•leycd  yit  armiires.  [480]  For  wher-to  or 
which  woothiesse  of  cncinys  wolde  first 
ino(iven  armes,  whan  thei  seyen  crude 
wowndes  ne  none  medes  be  of  blood  I- 
shad.  I  woldc  that  our  tymes  sholde 
tome  ayen  to  the  oolde  maneris  !  But 
the  anguysschous  love  of  havynge  bren- 
neth  in  folk  more  cruely  than  the  fyer  of 
the  mountaignc  of  Ethna  that  ay  brenneth. 
Alias  !  what  was  he  that  first  dalf  up  the 
gobbettes  or  the  wcyghtes  of  gold  covered 
undir  erthc  and  the  precyous  stones  that 
woldcn  han  l)e  hydd  ?  He  dalf  up 
precious  pcriles.  (That  is  to  seyn,  that 
he  thai  hem  first  up  dalf,  he  dalf  up  a 
precious  peril  for-why,  for  the  precious- 
nesse  of  swich  thyng  hath  many  man  ben 
in  peril.) 

'  Quid  autem  de  dignitatibus,^ — Prosa  6 

Hut  what  schal  I  seye  of  dignytes  and 
of  powers,  the  whiche  ye  men,  that 
neither  knowcn  verray  dignyte  ne  verray 
powcre,  areysen  hem  as  hcyghe  as  the 
hevenc  ?  [485]  The  whiche  dignytees 
and  powyeres  pf  thei  comen  to  any 
wikkid  man,  thei  doon  as  greet  damages 
and  destrucciouns  as  doothe  the  flaumbe 
of  the  mountaigne  Ethna  whan  the 
flaumbe  walweth  up,  ne  no  deluge  ne  doth 
so  cruele  harmes.  Certes  the  remembreth 
wel,  as  I  trowe,  that  thilke  dignyte  that 
men  clepyn  the  Imperie  of  consulcrs,  the 
whiche  that  whilom  was  beg>'nnynge  of 
fredom,  yowr  eldren  covey tedeu  to  han 
don  awcy  that  dignyte  for  the  pride  of 
the  consulers.  And  ryght  for  the  same 
pride  yowr  eldres  by-forn  that  tyme 
haddcn  doon  awcy  out  of  the  cite  of 
Rome  the  kynges  name  (that  is  to  seyn, 
thei  nolden  han  no  lengcre  no  kyng). 

But  now,  if  it  so  be  that  dignytees  and 
poweris  ben  yyven  to  gode  men,  the 
whiche  thyng  is  ful  sclde,  what  aggreable 
thynges  is  ther  in  the  dignytees  or 
powycrs  but  oonly  the  goodnesse  of  folk 
that  uscn  hem  ?  And  therfore  it  is  thus 
that  honour  ne  cometh  nat  to  vertu  for 

485.  txocn  l.T  sxTyprcysynge^  missing  from  Hn. 


cause  of  dignyte,  but,  ayenward,  honour 
cometh  to  dygnite  for  cause  of  \'ertu.  [490] 
But  whiche  is  thilke  your  derworthe 
power  that  is  so  deer  and  so  requerable? 

0  ye  erthliche  bestes  considere  jre  nat 
over  whiche  thyng  that  it  semeth  that 
ye  han  power?  Now  yif  thou  sayc 
a  mows  among  othere  mjrs  thit 
chalanged  to  hym-self  ward  ryght  and 
power  over  alle  othere  niys,  how  gret 
scorn  woldestbw  han  of  it  !  (Glosa. 
So  fareth  it  by  men ;  the  body  bath 
power  over  the  body.)  For  yif  thou 
looke  wcl  upon  the  body  of  a  «ygfat« 
what  thyng  shaltow  fjmdc  more  freele 
than  is  mankynde ;  the  whiche  men  in) 
ofte  ben  slayn  by  bytynge  of  smale  flyes, 
or  elles  with  the  entr3mge  of  crepynge 
wormes  in -to  the  pryvetees  of  maimes 
l)ody  ?  [495]  But  wher  schal  men  fynden 
any  man  that  mai  exercen  or  haunten 
any  ryght  up-on  another  man,  but  oonly 
on  his  body,  or  elles  up-on  thynges  that  ] 
l)en  lowerc  than  the  body,  the  whiche  I  | 
clepe  fortunous  possessiouns  ?  Maystow 
evere  have  any  comaundement  over  a 
free  corage  ?  Maystowe  renuwen  fro 
the  estat  of  his  propre  reste  a  thought 
that  is  clyvynge  togidre  in  h)Tn  self  by 
stedfast  resoun?  As  whilom  a  tyraunt 
wende  to  confownde  a  fre-man  of  corage, 
and  wende  to  constreyne  hym  by  torment 
to  maken  hym  discoveren  and  accusen 
folk  that  wist  en  of  a  coniuracioun  (whiche 

1  clepe  a  confederacye)  that  was  cast 
ayens  this  tyraunt ;  but  this  freman  boot 
of  his  owene  tonge,  and  caste  it  in  the 
visage  of  thilk  wodc  tyraunt.  So  that 
the  tormentes  that  this  tyraunt  wende  to 
han  maked  matere  of  cruel  te,  this  n^Hse 
man  maked  it  matere  of  vertu.  [500]  But 
what  thing  is  it  that  a  man  may  doon  to 
an  other  man,  that  he  ne  may  rescey^'cn 
the  same  thyng  of  other  folk  in  hym-self? 

491.  But  tvhkhi  is,  etc.,  'mais  qniex  est,'  t'.t 
but  what  is,  etc. 

^01.  ovi'r  whickg  ihytiff^  etc.,  '  coiuuderati$« 
quilms  qui  prarsiderc  vidcamini.' 

4()S.  As  n'ki/i>w, '  cum '  temporal ;  but  probably 
Fr.  '  comme  *  was  misunderstood. 

500.  tortHcntes  .  .  .  //,  'le«  torments  .  .  •  li 
sages  horns  le  (!«.  les)  fist  estre.* 
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vital  may  n  man  don  to  folk, 

t  folk  nc  may  dnii  hym  Ihc  same?) 

E  h«rd  told  of  Rusyriilcs,  Ihal  was 

XI  Ue«n  hit  gcttcs  ihat  hcrbcrweden 

I  housi  and  he  was  ilayn  hym-scif 

>  thai  was  hU  gesl.     Keguli 


Imtuilv  r 


1  of 


and  cisl  hem 

er  after  he  most  yyve  hisc  bandcs 
bownde  with  the  cheyoea  of  hem 
he  haddc  whiloni  overcomen. 
>w  ihannc  thai  he  be  myghly 
h  no  iHiwei  to  doon  a  thyny  thai 
le  mni  iJoan  in  hym  lhai  lie  doiii 
*f  [s^i]  AdiI  yil  moieovcr,  yif 
K  [hal  thitc  dygnytcs  or  poweris 
aay  propce  w  nalurcl  goodnesse 
MiV,  ncvcrc  nolde  Ihey  coniBn  to 

a.  For  coDtTBrious  ihyi^es  ne 
iKinl  to  bcD  I-felaschiped  togydtc. 
relowth  thai  contniricHii  ihynges 

l'  thai   tyght    wykkyd    Culk    han 

a  ofte  tyme,  Ihanne  schewelli  il 

I  dignytecs  and  poweies  ne  ben 

e  of  hii  owene  kyndc,  syn  that 

icn  bero-selvc  lo  eleven  or  joynen 

KhMWts.     And  ceites  the  some 

f  IMJ  I  niost  digneliche  juggcn  and 

"a  the   jiftcs  of  fortune  Ihal 

1   [dentcirouily  coraen   lo  schrewes. 

'  t  whkhe  yifles   I    [rowe   that   it 

)   caniideTcd.    that    no    man 

It  he  nc  U  xtrong  in  whom  he 

phe  !  [i>o|  and  In  tthom  (hat 

irii.  looth  it  is  that  he  iGswjfi ; 

2kv  makelh  mucisyens,  and 
Mh  t>hiiicyeens,  and  relhoiylce, 
t'oi-wby  ihe  nature  of  every 
[cih  hit  piopteie,  ne  it  1* 
edlyd  with  the  effect  of  con- 
^,  and  (if  wil  it  diaselh 


fs  (hat  I 
I  lycheue  i 


'.    rcslrcyne 


>■  /<>■/  bdoiiGinc 


:£  soi-w 

avarice  unatauiiched  ;  ne  powei  ne  mal 
elU  nal  a.  man  myghly  aver  liym-selvi 
whiclie  that  vicyous  luster  holdcn  di 
ilreyned  with  cheynes  ihnt  ne  mow« 
nat  ben  unbownden.  And  dignyici 
that  ben  yyren  to  scbrcwidc  folk  ni 
oonly  ne  makcth  hem  oat  digne,  hul 
scliGwelh  rather  al  opynly  thai  they  bee 
imworLhy  and  undi(^e.  And  whi  is 
thu9  f  Certcs  for  ye  han  joie  lo  clcpt 
thynges  with  &lse  names,  that  ben 
hem  al  in  the  conlrarie  ;  Ihe  whict 
names  ben  fill  ofte  reproved  by  Ihe  eflifs 
of  the  same  thynges ;  [ji^]  so  thai  Ihii 
like  lychessea  ne  oughlen  nat  by  rygh 
lo  lien  clepcd  tychcsses,  ne  swyche  pow< 
nc  BUghle  nat  ben  clepyd  power,  i 
swiche  dignyte  ne  aughte  nat  ben  clepy 
dignylc.  And  al  Ihc  Issic,  1  may  coi 
elude  Ihc  same  ihyng  of  alle  the  yyfti 
of  fortune,  in  whiche  Iher  nys  no  Ihyr 
lo  lien  desired,  ne  that  halli  in  hym-scli 
nolurel  bownle,  as  it  is  ful  wel  yscen 
Fur  neither  thei  ne  joygnen  hem  nat  a 
wcy  lo  gode  men,  ne  maken  hem  aim 
gude  lo  whom  ihey  been  l-ioyiiwl. 


•JV*r/«. 


vJedtru 


-Metid 


We  han  wel  knowen  bow  many  en 
harmes  and  dwlnieeioun*  wercn  T-doi 
by  ihe  empcrour  Nero.  He  leel  brenni 
the  cite  of  Rome,  and  made  sleeo  t1 
senatours  ;  and  he  cruel  whilom  slougl 
his  broihir,  and  he  was  makcd  tnc} 
with  the  blood  of  his  modir  (that  is 
«q-n,  he  leet  sleen  and  slillen  Ihe  boi 
of  his  motlir  lo  seen  wher  he  wan  eo 
ceyved) ;  [im]  and  he  lookcde  on  eve 
halve  uppon  hir  cotd  deed  body,  nc  i 
leer  ne  weliehisfa«,  bill  he  was  to  hnr 
heileil  Ihal  he  myghte  ben  domeminn 
juge  of  hir  dcde  btoule.  And  niihcl 
yit  gDvemed  this  Nero  by  septre  alle  ll 
[leples  that  Hiebus  (the  lonne)  may  see 


C»UcI(i{L.rnntelk)-r<|>., 
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oomyngc  fro  his  oHfeste  arysynge  lil  he 
hidtle  hU  bcmes  undir  Ihe  wawes. 
(That  is  IQ  seyn  he  govcmcde  al  Ihe 
pepies  by  ceplre  imperiale  thai  the 
Sonne  giith  aboule  from  est  10  west.) 
And  ck  Ihis  Nero  gavemydc  by  ceplre 
all  the  pcplei  ibal  ben  undii  Ihe  cnlde 
slerret  that  highten  Ihe  vij  Tiyones. 
(This  ii  to  scyn  he  goyetneije  alle  Ihe 
peples  thai  ben  under  the  partye  of  Ihe 
n.irlh.)  And  cck  Nero  govemede  nlle 
the  pcpica  thnt  the  vyolent  wynd 
N  nihil  b  Bcorklilh,  and  baketh  Ihe 
brennynge  sandes  by  his  drye  heele 
(thai  is  to  seyn,  al  the  peple  in  Ihe 
Htih).  [ds]  But  yit  ne  myghie  nu  al 
's  heie  power  toruG  the  woodnesse  of 
U  wikkid  Nero,  Alias  I  it  h  gievous 
olle  as  wikkid  sweerd  is 
J^ofned  lo  cruel  venym  (that  is  to  seyn, 
ptMnymows  cruelte  to  lordschipe)-' 

'  Turn  tgo  Sits  inqaam. ' — Piosa  7 
Than  seyde  I  thus  :    '  Thow  woost  wel 
thi-sclve   Ihil    the   covetise   of   mortel 
tfaftlges  ne  hadden  nevere  lordschipe  of 
>,  but   1   have  wel  desired  malere  of 
3ne  (as  who  seilh,  I  desirede 
I   have   maliete   of   govemniince   over 
mnalitei),  for  verlae  slille  shoMe  nat 
den  (that  is  to  seyn  that,  list  that,  or 
~d,  hii  vcnu,  ihat  Uy  now 
J  stille,  oe   schulde   nat  perysshe  un- 
B'JtMrdsed    in    governaunce   of   com  one. 
fbictie    men    myghlen   speken    or 
n  of  his  gnde  govenieinent).' 
.  ot   soihe,'  quod    sohe,    'and   Ibal 
b  ■  Ihyng  that  mni  drnwen  lo  govem- 
niince swiche  hertcs  as  lien  worthy  and 
noMc  nf  hlr  n.iluie,   [jjd]   bul  nalheles 
it    may   nal   drawen    or    tollen    swiche 
licrloi  as  ben  I-brolight  lo  the  fill  per- 
lirccioun    of    vetlue.    that    is    to   seyn, 
vetiK  of  glorie  and  renoun  lo  ban  wel 
Ininystred    the    comune    tliyiiges,    or 
I   gode   descries   to    pinfyl    of   the 


how  lilel  and  how  voyde  of  alte  pi>i  1.- 
lliylk  glofyc.      Cerleyn  ihyng  is,  si  ibijii 
liasl   leemed  liy  Ihe  demonstraciona  (r( 
aslronomye,  Ihal  al  the  envyronnynge  of 
the  erthe  aboule  ne  hall  bnl  the  rcsoua 
ofa  prykke  al  regard  of  the  gretnesseof 
hcvene;  that  is  lo  seyn  ituil,  yif  ther  wet 
makeft  comparysoun  of  Ihe  erihe  lo  Ibc 
grelnesse  of  hevene,  men  woldc  jiigi,'ni 
in  al   that  the   erthe   hedde   no  ~-\  > 
Of  Ihe  whiche  lilcl  regioun  of  this  v  ■ 
the    ferlhc    partye    is    enhalitled    ■■ 
iyvyngc  beesles  that  we  knowcn,  ns  : 
hast  thy-selve  leemed  by  TTiolotne  : 
provclh  it.  [iss]     And  yif  thow  h.i>l 
withdiawen  and  abated  in  Ihy  t)i' ' 
fro  thilke  fertile  parlie  as  mochv  5[>m< 
Ihe  see   and   the   matcys   conleiiir 
oveigoon,   and  as  moche  space  s-- 
regioun  of  drow^hle  ovetslreccheUi  1 
is  to  seyn  sandcs  and  dcscrtesji  Vi-i  ' 
nethe  sholde  Ihei  duellen  a  ryglil  sUt-^.. 
place  to  the  habitaeioun  of  men.    Ami  ji 
Ihanne,  that  ben  envyrouned  and  clcsel 
with>ynne   Ihe   ieeste   prykke  of  thilU 
prykke,   thynken   ye  to   manyfeslen  M 
pnbiisschen  your  renoun  and  doon  yowl 
name  for  lo  be  bom  forth  ?     But  yowt 
glorye  ihat  is  so  narwc  and  so  slreyl  !■ 
thrungen   into   so    lilel    bownde<i,   how 
mochel  contenelh  it  in  laigesic  and  in 
preel  doynge?     And  also  set  Ihislheilo: 
that  manye  a  nacioun,  ilivene  of  long* 
and  of  mancris  and  ek  of  resonn  of  Mr. 
lyvynge,  beo  enhabiied  in   Uic  clooj  of 
thilke  iylel  liabitacte  :  [j«i]  lo  the  whifht 
nacyons.   what   for  difliculle   of  weyni 
and  what  for  divemte  of  langages,  and 
what  for  defaule  of  iin-u«9ge  ami  enliC' 
comunynge   of  marchandise,  nst   nonl)' 
Ihe  names  of  synguler  men  ne  nuy  ntl 
strecchen,   but  eek   Ihe   fame  of  aira 
ne   may  nat  strecchen.      Al  ll»  I) 
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ceites,  in  the  tyme  of  Marcos  Tulyus, 
as  hym-ielve  nrrit  in  his  book,  that  the 
renoun  of  (he  comune  of  Rome  ne  hadde 
nat  nat  yit  passid  ne  clonihen  over  the 
mountaigne  thai  highle  Caucasus  ;  and 
yit  was  tliilke  tyme  Rome  wel  waxen 
and  gieelly  ledoutei]  of  the  Farthea, 
and  eek  of  the  olhere  folk  enhabitynge 
aboute.  Seestow  nal  (hanne  how  strey)e 
snd  how  compiessid  is  thiike  glorie  that 
ye  Iravailen  aboule  to  schewe  and  to 
multeplye?  [ms]  May  thanne  the  glorie 
of  a  syngntet  Kotneyn  strecchen  Ihidec 
as  the  fame  of  the  name  of  Rome  may 
nat  clymben  ne  pas&en  ?  And  ek  seeslow 
nat  that  the  tnaneiis  of  diverse  folk  and 
«k  hir  lawes  ben  discotdaunt  among  hem- 
selve,  so  that  thiike  thyng  that  som  men 
juggen  worthy  of  preysynge,  other  folk 
juggen  that  it  is  worthy  of  torment? 
An<l  iherof  comyth  it  that,  though  a  man 
(lelyle  hym  in  preysynge  of  his  renoun, 
he  ne  mai  nal  in  no  wyse  bryngen  forlhe 
ne  spieden  his  name  to  many  manere 
peples.  And  thetfore  every  manet 
man  aughle  to  ben  apaycd  of  his  glorie, 
that  is  publysschid  among  his  owene 
neyghebouis ;  and  thiike  nohle  renoun 
schal  ben  reslreyned  wilhynne  the 
boundes  of  o  maneie  folk.  But  how 
many  a  man,  (hat  was  ful  noble  in  his 
tyme,  hath  the  wrecchid  and  nedy 
foryetynge  of  writeris  put  out  of  mynde 
and  doon  awey ;  [sjo]  al  be  it  so  that, 
(Cites,  Ihiike  wrytynges  profilen  lite), 
(he  whiche  writynges  long  and  dirk  eclde 
doth  awey,  both  hem  and  ek  hir  auctours  I 
But  yow  men  semeth  to  gcten  yow  a 
pcrdurablete,  whan  ye  (hynken  that  in 
lytne  comynge  your  fame  achat  lasten. 
But  natheles  yif  Ihow  wok  makcn  com- 
parysoun  to  the  endles  spaces  of  etemyte, 
what  thyng  hastow  by  whiche  thow 
mayst  teioisen  the  of  long  iastynge  of 
thi  name?  For  yif  ther  were  makyd 
comparysoun  of  the  abydynge  of  a 
moment  to  ten  thowsand  wyntcr,  for  as 
J.  thai  lltt  matin.  '  Ihal '  L,  often  Ihui  uwJ 
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mochel  as  bothe  two  spaces  ben  endyd, 
for  yit  halh  the  moment  som  porcioun  of  il, 
although  it  litel  be.  But  natheles  thiike 
selve  nowmhre  of  yeeris,  and  eek  as 
many  yeris  as  ther-to  mai  be  multiplyed, 
ne  mai  nat  certes  he  comparysoned  to 
the  petdurablete  thai  is  cndlees ;  [jss] 
for  of  thinges  that  han  ende  may  ben 
maked  comparysoun,  but  of  Ihynges  thai 
ben  wilhoulen  ende  to  Ihynges  that  lian 
ende  may  be  makid  no  comparyE^oun. 
And  for.thi  is  il  thai,  al-though  tenome, 
of  as  longe  lyme  as  evete  the  list  to 
thynken,  were  thought  to  the  regard  of 
etemyte,  that  is  unstaunchable  and 
infynyt.  it  ne  sbolde  nal  only  semen  litel, 
but  pleynliche  ryglil  noghl.  Bui  ye 
men,  certes,  nc  konne  doon  no  thyng 
aryghl,  but  yif  it  be  byfore  the  audience 
of  the  peple  and  for  idel  turnouts ;  and 
ye  forsaken  the  grete  wonhynesse  of 
concience  and  of  vettu,  and  ye  seeken 
yowr  getdouns  of  the  smnle  wordes  of 
straungc  folk.  Have  now  (here  and 
undirstand)  in  the  lyghtncsse  of  swiche 
pryde  and  veyne  gloiyc  how  a  man 
scorned  e  festyvaly  and  myriely  swich 
vanyle.  (560]  Whilom  Iher  was  a  man 
that  haddc  assaiede  with  slryvynge  woides 
another  man,  the  whiche,  nat  for  usage 
of  verray  vertu  but  for  proud  vcyn  glorie, 
bad  taken  upon  hym  falsly  the  name  of 
a  philosophre.  This  rather  man  that  1 
spak  of  Ihoughle  he  wolde  assaie  where 
he  thiike  were  a  philosophre  or  no  j  thai 
is  to  seyn,  yif  that  he  wolde  han  sutfride 
lyghlly  in  pacience  llie  wronges  that 
weren  doon  unto  hym.  This  fcynedc 
philosophre  took  jiacience  n  lii'^)  white  ; 
and  whan  he  hadde  rcsceyved  wor<les  of 
outrage,  he,  as  in  slryvynge  ayen  and 
reioysynge  of  hym-self,  seide  at  the  laste 
ryghl  thus:  " undirslondislow  nal  that 
I  am  a  philosophre?"     The  lolher  man 
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uuwetole  ayen  (ul  bylyngely  and  s«yde  : 
"  I  hadde  wel  undirslonden  il  yif  Ihou 
haddal  boldc  thi  lonee  siille."  llut 
what  is  it  to  thfse  noble  worthy  men? 
— Tor.  cerles,  of  swych  folk  spclce  I  that 
leken  gloric  with  vertuc — What  is  it,' 
(jnod  sche ;  '  what  ntieyncih  fame  to 
swiche  folk,  whan  the  body  is  resolved  by 
the deelh  at  the  laste ?  [s6s]  FartTitso 
be  thai  men  dyen  in  all  (thai  is  to  aeyen, 
body  and  soule),  the  whichc  thing  out 
reson  defendeih  us  lo  byleevtn,  ihanne 
U  ther  no  gtorie  in  no  wyse ;  for  what 
schulde  Ihitke  eloiie  ben,  whan  he,  of 
whom  Ihilke  glorie  is  seyd  to  be,  uya 
r)^ht  naught  in  no  wise?  And  yif  the 
souie,  whiche  thai  hath  in  hym-sclf 
science  of  gode  werkes,  unbownden  fro 
the  ptysone  of  ihe  erthe,  weendeth  fiely 
lo  the  hevene,  despiseth  it  nal  Ihnnne 
aI  crthly  ocilpacioun ;  aod,  beynge  in 
hevene,  retoyielh  Ihal  it  is  exempt  fro  alte 
CTlhly  Ihyngea?  (As  who  scilh,  Ihnnne 
rekkelh  the  loule  of  noon  othir  Ihyng, 
ne  of  [enoun  of  this  wotld.)  [^70] 

*  QuuumgHi  solam  nutiti.' — Metnim  7 
Who  so  ihal  wilh  overlhrowynge 
thought  oonly  seketh  glotie  of  fame,  and 
wenelh  Ihat  il  be  soveieyn  good,  lal  hym 
lookc  upon  Ihe  brode  schewynge  conirees 
of  Ihe  hcvcne,  and  upon  the  sireyte  sele 
of  this  nthe  ;  anJ  he  shnl  be  asschamed 
of  Ihe  encres  of  his  name,  thai  mai  nat 
hilGUe  the  litel  compas  of  the  ertbe.  O  I 
what  co*eyien  praude  folk  lo  lyften  up 
hir  nekkcs  on  idel  in  Ihe  dcdiy  yok  of 
this  wotld?  Foral  though  Ihat  tea oun 
y-sprad,  passynge  lo  feme  peples.  golh 
by  dlvene  tonges  :  and  ai-though  that 
greet  houses  of  kynrcdcs  shynen  wilh 
deer  tirles  of  honours  ;  yit  nalheles  deth 
despiseth  nl  heye  glorie  of  fame,  and 
delh  wrappeth  lo  gidre  Ihe  heyghe  hevcd 
and  Ihe  lowe,  and  maketh  egal  and  evene 
Ihe  heyghesle  to  the  lowesle.  [srj] 
Where  wonen  now  the  bones  of  Irewe 
Fabticius?      What    is    niiw    Bruias   or 

J70.  Cj  Hn,  Cm.  ™-Mltt  I**  iW*e^«wf/«Tf 
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siietne  Citon?  The  thymic  fa 
lasiynge  of  here  idel  nanci  i^  ■■ 
Willi  B  fewe  leitres.  But  ai-lhii  ■ 
we  han  knowcn  the  fayre  wni<. 
fames  of  hem,  il  is  nal  yji-en  i. 
hem  Ihat  ben  dede  and  l  . 
Liggeth  ihanne  itille,  ol  ouirely  n 
able,  ne  fume  makclh  yow  nU 
And  yif  ye  wene  to  tyve  ibe 
for  wynd  of  yowr  morlel  name 
ciucl  day  schal  TsryTtsche   yow. 

Ihe  seconde  ilclh  duellyii|;e  

{Close.     The  first  dcclh  he  ck 
deputynge  of  Ihc   bexiy  ami   i ' 
and    Ihe   seconde   dctli    be   tlr 
here   Ihe    slynlynge   of    the 


«  ituxarabilt.' 
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■But   for   lU  mochcl   as    tli<i 
nat  wcnen.'  quod  sche,  '  ihat  I 
uiilteUbk  bataylc  ayctis  foniinc, 
Ijme  it  by-falleth  ihal  sche  ili- 
dessetvcth  lohaniyghl  good  ih.i  1 
And  that  is  whan  sche  hir-^<-:i 
and  whan  sche  discoverelh    l<: 
and  Echcwctb  hir  manerii.      [' 
yil  unditslandestow  nal  thai  1  . 
It  is  a  wonder  that  1  desire  ii  < 
foi-thi     nnncthe    may   I    tinj  1 
senlencc  wilh  woides.     For  I  l! 
conlrarious    Fortune   ptofiteih 
men    ihan     Fortune    debonayn 
nlwey,  whan  Fortune  semelli  del 
tliannc  sche  licth,  falsly  byhcly 
hope  of  wclefulncsae ;  Init  fonoi 
Itncyous  Fotluoe  is  alwey  solhfas 
sche  scheweih  hir-s«lf  unitablc  il 
cliaungynge.  [jSj]    Tlienmynblc 
desceyvelh  folk  ;   tJie  conti 
lechelh.     The  amyable  For 
wilh  Ihc  bcautc  of  false  giHxIes  th 
of  folk  that  u»en   hem ;    the 
Fottuce  unbyndelh  hem  by  llie  I 
of   freel    welefulnessc.       The 

Sr8.  Zifrcli  /*MVK,  «t.,  'iartilt. 
impeniivc  on  uceounl  el  Fr.     Dvm|ii 
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/stow  seen  al-ivey  wyndy  and 
id  evere  mysknowyoge  of  bir- 
:)ntiiirie  Fortune  is  atempre 
ed  uid  wys  Ihurw  exercise  of 
e.  A I  the  lasle,  Btnyflble 
Cb  hii  flateiynges  draweth 
ige  men  fro  the  sovcreyne 
ontraijous  Fortune  ledeih  ofte 
sothfast  goodes,  and  balelh 
!  with  on  hoolt.  Weneslow 
ow  augghtest  to  leelen  this  a 
that  Ihia  aspie  and  hoiiible 
ilh  descovered  to  the  the 
■f  Ihi  Irewe  freendcs.  [590] 
;  ilk?  Fortune  hath  departed 
red  (o  the  bolhe  (he  cerlein 
eek  the  doutes  visages  of  Ihi 
Jhaa  she  departed  avrcy  fro 
k  awey  hit  frecndes  and  lefte 
eendes.  Now  whanne  thow 
and  weleful,  as  the  semede, 
lochel  voidest  ow  han  bought 
lowyngc  of  thys  [that  is  to 
knowynge  of  thyne  vertay 
Now  pleyne  the  nat  thannc 
V-lorn,  syn  thow  hast  fownden 
irecyous  kynde  of  rychessea, 
yn,  ihi  veriay  freendes. 

ufiis  tlabilifidt.' — Metrum  8 

e  world  with  stable  fcylh 
rdable  chaungynges  ;  that  the 
qualites  of  elementcs  bolden 
nself  allj'aunce  perdurable ; 
i^ebns,  the  sonne,  with  his 
net  biyngcth  forth  the  rosene 
he  moone  hath  comaundement 
;htes,  whiche  n;^htes  Esperus, 
rre,  halh  brought ;  that  the 
to  flowen,  constreyneth  with 
ade  his  tloodes,  so  that  it  i: 
lo  strecche  his  brode  leime: 
I  uppon  the  erthes  (that  Is  l< 
)veren  at  the  etthe)— al  Ihi; 
*  of  thynges  is  bounde  will 
jovemeth  erthe  and  see,  and 
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hath  also  comandement  to  the  hevene. 
And  yif  Ibis  love  slakede  the  bridelis,  alle 
tbynges  that  now  loven  bem  to-gidres 
'olden  make  batayle  contynuely,  and 
stryven  lo  fordo  the  fassoun  of  this  world, 
the  which  they  now  leden  in  accordable 
feith  by  fayte  moevynges.  This  love 
halt  ((^idres  peples  joyned  with  an  holy 
boond,  and  knytlelb  aacrement  of 
maiiagea  of  chaste  loves ;  and  love 
enditeth  lawes  to  trewc  fclawes.  [600) 
O  welcful  were  mankynde,  yif  Ihi  Ike 
love  that  govcmetb  hevene  govemede 
yowr  corages.' 


I  i7/o.'— Prosa  I 
By  this  scbe  hadde  ended  hir  song, 
whan  the  swctnesse  of  here  dile  hadde 
thurw  perced  me,  thai  was  desyrous  of 
heiknynge,  and  I  a-stoned  hadde  yit 
streyghte  myn  eres  (that  is  to  seyn,  to 
herknc  the  bet  what  sche  wolde  seye). 
So  that  a  lltel  herafter  I  seide  thus  : 
'O  thow  that  ail  sovereyne  confort  of 
angwyssous  corages,  so  thow  hast 
remounted  and  noiyssbed  me  with  Ihe 
weyghte  of  thi  sentences  and  with  detyt 
of  thy  syngynge  ;  so  that  I  trowe  nat 
nowe  that  I  be  unparygal  to  the  strokes 
of  Fortune  (as  who  seith,  I  dar  wel  now 
suffren  alle  the  assautes  of  Fortune  and 
wel  defende  me  fro  bir).  And  tbo 
remedies  whiche  Ihat  thou  seydest  her 
byfom  that  weien  ryght  tcharpe,  nat 
oonly  that  I  ne  am  agrisen  of  hem  now, 
but  I,  deslios  of  herynge,  axe  gretly  to 
heien  tho  remedies.'  [6as] 

Thanne  seyde  sche  thus  :  •  That  feeled 
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I  ful  wel,*  quod  schc,  *  whan  thow 
entcntyf  and  stille  ravysschedest  my 
wordcs,  and  I  abood  til  that  thou 
haddest  swich  habite  of  thi  thought  as 
thou  hast  now,  or  elles  til  that  I  my-self 
haddc  maked  to  the  the  same  habite, 
whiche  that  is  a  more  verray  thyng. 
And  ccrtes  the  remcnant  of  thynges  that 
ben  yet  to  seie  ben  swiche,  that  first 
whan  men  tasten  hem,  they  ben  bytynge  ; 
but  whan  they  ben  resce)rved  with-ynne 
a  wyglit,  thanne  ben  thei  swete.  But 
for  thou  seyst  that  thow  art  so  desyrous 
to  horkne  hem,  with  how  greet  brcnnynge 
woldestow  glowen,  yif  thow  wistest 
whider  I  wol  leden  the  ! ' 
«Whideris  that?*quo<lL 

*  To  thilke  verraye  welefulnesse,*  quod 
•tche,  *  of  whiche  thyn  herte  dremeth  ; 
[6ro]  but  forasmoche  as  thi  syghte  is 
ocupyed  and  destourbed  by  imagynacoun 
of  erthly  thynges,  thow  mayst  nat  yit 
seen  thilke  selvc  welefulnesse.' 

*  Do,'  quod  I,  *and  schcwe  me 
vvhnt  is  thilke  verray  welefulnesse,  I  prcie 
tlie,  withoute  tarj-inge.' 

*  That  wol  I  gladly  do,'  quod  sche, 
*  for  the  cause  of  the.  But  I  wol  first 
marken  the  by  woordes,  and  I  wol  enforccn 
me  to  enforme  the  thilke  false  cause  of 
blisfulncs^e  that  thou  more  knowest ;  so 
that  whanne  thow  hast  fully  byhoolden 
thilke  false  goodcs  and  lorncd  thin  eighen 
to  the  tuther  syde,  thow  mowe  knowe 
the  cleernesse  of  verray  blisfulnesse.' 


*  Qui  serert'  ingcnuum.'' — Metrum  I 

*  Whoso  wole  sowe  a  feld  plentevous, 
let  hym  first  dclyvren  it  of  thornes,  and 
kerve  asondir  with  his  hook  the  bussches 
and  the  fecrn,  so  that  the  com  may 
comen    hevy   of    erys   and    of    greynes. 

(yA.  '.fhuhc  that,  etc.,  '(]uod  est  verius.' 

61-.  I^o  <in<i  sc/ic^ttt  '  Fac  .  .  .  et  demonstra/ 
'  F  »i  .  .  .  « I  dcmonstre.' 

(>ii.  /or  the  ,  ausc  of  the,  i.e.  for  thy  sake. 

613.   tiutrk,n  the,  '  je  te  scnefierai ' ;  the  dative. 

Cm.  ///,»/  thou  More,  etc.,  i.e.  which  thou  art 
mure  familiar  with. 


Ii 


[615]  Hony  is  the  more  swete,  if  madH  . 
han  first  tasted  savours  that  ben  njUtl^' 
The  sterres  schynen  more  aggioUM  . 
whan  the  wynd  Nothus  leteth  his  plonglF 
blastes;  and  aftir  that  Ludfer,  the  dtfl^ 
sterre,  hath  chased  awey  thedirkenj^ 
the  day  the  fairere  ledeth  the  rose 
of  the  Sonne.  And  ryght  so  thow, 
hooldyng  first  the  false  goodes, 
to  withdrawe  thy  nekke  fro  the  jbk 
erthely  afiecdons ;  and  afterwaxd  At 
verray  goodes  schullen  entren  mto  df 
corage.* 

'  Cttm  dcfixo  paululumJ* — Prosaa 

Tho  fastnede  sche  a  litel  the  syghte  rfr 
hir  cyen,  and  withdrowghe  hir  r^;ht  *  |; 
it  were   into  the  streyte  seete  of  hcR 
thought,  and  bigan  to  speke  ryght  tluB'. 
*  Alle  the  cures,*  quod  sche,  *  of  moitd 
folk,  whiche  that  travailen  hem  in  maif 
manere   studies,   gon   certcs   by  diveic 
weyes ;  but  nathclcs  thei  enforccn  bea 
alle  to  comyn  oonly  to  oon  ende  of  blis- 
fulnesse. [620]     And  blisfulnesse  is  swidie 
a  good,  that  who-so  that  hath  geien  it, 
he  ne  may  over  that  nothyng  more  desirt 
And  this  thyng  forsothe  is  the  soverayu 
good    that  contencth    in  hym -self  alle 
maner  goodes  ;  to  the  whiche  goodc  if 
ther  fayled  any  thyng,  it  myghte  nat  l»en 
soverejm  goo(l,  for  thanne  wer  ther  som 
good  out  of  thilke  sovereyn  good,  that 
myghte  l^en  desired.      Now  is  it  deer 
and  certeyne  thanne,  that  blisfulnesse  is 
a  parfyt  estat  by  the  congregacioun  of 
alle  goodes  ;  the  whiche  blisfulnesse,  as 
I   have  seyd,  alle  mortel   folk  enforccn 
hem  to  geten  by  diverse  weyes.     For* 
why    the    covctise    of  verray   good    is 
naturely  T-plauntyd  in  the  hertes  of  men, 
but  the  myswandryngc  errour  mysledetb 
hem    into  false  goodes.    [635]      Of  the 
whiche  men,  .some  of  hem  wenen  that 
sovereyn  goo<l  be  to  lyven  with-outc  nede 
of  any  thyng,  and  travaylen  hem  to  beo 


616.  mouthis  h,tM.  i:ic.,   *%\  malus  on  (atis- 
con<:trued  as  noni.)prius  Mpor  edat.' 

617.  horSf  horses. 
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lydieues.      And   i 

a>  ihal  sovcreyn  good  be 

rfigne  ot  tcvrrcnce,  ami 

>  boD  ri:vcicnced  among 

by  the  bonuius  that  thei 

hnd  K-uie  folk  thee 

It  ryghl  hcye  power  be 

and  enfiiicen  hem  for  to 

lo  joygnen  hem  to  hem 

And   it  seineth  lo  some 

B  noblcwe  of  lenouo   be 

good,  and  hasten  hem  to 

iyouse  name  by  the  arles 

f  |ices.     And  many  folk 

puen  that  the  soveteyne 

ti  gladneste,  and  wenen 

■  thyng  lo  plovnigen 

delyt.    [6]o]      Aod 

cntiechaungen   the 

:  of  ibyte  Toiseyile 

Ihal  desiion  iychcsse&  lo 

delites,   or   eties   they 

to  have  inodeye  or  for 

In  IhUe  thyn^Bs  and 

Utynges  i)  lorneil  al  the 

Inynmce*  and  werkcs  ot 

aobleue  uul  Civour  o[ 

M  yyvelh  lo  men,  i 

I    BMDer    clecrnessc    of 

faiul  children,  that  niea 

of  ddyl  and  myrynetse. 

Khulde  tial   ben 

ct  of  foiiun^  but 

■  fill  hooly  manet  Ihyng ; 

Uiii^cs  for-sotbe  ben 

of  power  or  eltes   foi 

E(u]     Cenes  now  am  I 
She  goodci  of  the  body 
Tseca  aboven  ;  foi  it 
and    gretnesse 
ifer  ancl  worOiynesse, 
kod   swyftncsM  yyven 
of  renoun  ;  and  hcele 
yvtn  delyt.     In   alle 
^^■■lelh  oonly  tbiii  blitrul- 
tifwhf  thitit  (liiii£  thai 
■llelhyngcs 


\k  denielh  Ili.it  it  be  llic  sovcteyn  good  ; 
Imt  1  have  dilfyncd  ih.it  blbfulncsw  a 
the  sovereyn  good  ;  for  wUche  every 
wyght  demclh  that  Ibilkc  csilal  that  lie 
desiielh  over  alle  thynges,  that  it  be  blU- 
fnlnesse.  Now  hastow  (ban tie  byfom 
thyne  cien  almesl  at  the  puiposede  forme 
of  the  wetcfulnesse  of  muikynde;  that 
is  to  seyn  lychesses,  honours,  power, 
glorie,  and  delites.  [6«dI  The  whichc 
debt  oooly  coosideted  E|acimia,  aod 
juggid  and  establis&yde  llial  delyt  is 
the  soveiayn  good,  for  as  moche  as  idli' 
otiiere  thynges,  as  bym  ibougble,  by> 
refte  awey  joye  and  wyrlhe  from  the 
hcile.  But  I  retome  ayen  to  the  studies 
of  men,  of  whiche  men  the  eotaec  alwey 
reliercetb  and  sekclh  the  sovcteync  guud, 
al  be  it  io  that  il  be  with  a  dyrkyd 
mcmorie ;  but  he  not  by  whiche  path, 
ryghl  iis  a  drunke  man  not  nat  by  wbidie 
pnth  be  may  relourne  bom  to  his  holu. 
Semeih  it  thanne  that  folk  foleyen  and 
enen,  that  enfoicen  hem  to  have  nede  of 
no  tbyng  ?  Cenes  Iber  nys  noon  other 
Ihyng  that  mat  >o  wcl  |>ciforme  blUful- 
ncsse,  OS  an  estal  plcnievmis  of  olle 
godes,  thai  ne  halh  nede  of  noun  olhn 
ihyng,  but  that  it  is  suffisanl  of  hym-aell 
un-to  hym-scir.  [e^j]  And  foleyen 
swiche  folk,  Ihanne,  that  wenen  that 
thiike  tbyng  that  is  ry^hl  good,  Ihat  it 
be  eek  ryghl  worthy  of  honour  and  o( 
reverence  P  Cerlcs,  nay.  For  that 
thyng  nys  neither  foul  ne  wonhy  lo  ben 
despysed  that  wel  neyghe  al  ihe  enlen' 
rioun  of  morlel  folk  (ravaylen  for  to 
geten  it.  And  power,  aughte  nat  Ihat 
ck  lo  ben  rekned  nnionge  goodcs  ?  What 
ellcs  7  For  it  nys  luil  lo  wene  that  Ihilkt 
Ihyng  that  is  most  worthy  of  alle  Ihyi^a 
be  (eble  and  wiihoute  slicnglhc.  And 
cleemesse  of  renonn,  aughle  thai  to  boi 
despysed  7    Certei  Iber  may  no  man  for- 

&4a.  /ar/HHtr  (>.(.  propOKd)  ihduld  ynttik 
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jym  blisfulnesse,  yif  that  he 
to  thilk  ende  that  he  weneth 
nature.  For  yif  that  moneye, 
s,  or  thise  othere  forseyde 
•yiige  to  men  swiche  a  thyng 
K)d  ne  faylc  hem  ne  semeth 
s  thannc  wol  I  graunte  that 
laked  blisful  by  thilke  thynges 
»an  geten.  But  yif  it  so  be 
thynges  mowen  nat  perfonnen 
byheten,  and  that  there  be 
manyc  goodis,  scheweth  it 
i  clerly  that  false  beaute  of 
I  is  knowen  and  ataynt  in 
ges.  First  and  forward  thow 
at  haddest  haboundances  of 
lat  longe  agoon,  I  aske  yif 
\  habowndance  of  alle  swiche 
thow  were  neverc  angwyssous 
\  thy  corage  of  any  wrong 
e  that  by-tydde   the   on   any 

1 

'  quod  I,   *it  ne  remembreth 

It  evere  I  was  so  fre  of  my 

at  I  ne  was  alwey  in  angwyse 

t.' 

as  nat  that,'  quod  sche,  'for 

akkide   somwhat    that    thow 

t   han   lakkid,   or  elles  thou 

X  thow  noldcst  nat  han  had  ? ' 

JO  is  it,'  quod  I. 

esiredest  thow  the  presence  of 

d  the  absence  of  the  tothir  ? ' 

te  wel,'  quod  I. 

he, 'quod  sche,  *thanne  nedeth 

hat  that  every  man  desireth  ? ' 

er  nedeth,'  quod  I. 

quod   sche,    *  and    he   that 
>r  ncde  of  aught   nys  nat  in 
iuffisant  to  hym-self?* 
lod  I.  [675] 

low,'  quod  sche,   *in  al  the 
thy  richesses   haddest   thilke 
ffisaunce  ?  * 
lies  ? '  quod  I. 

mai  nat  richesses  maken 
1  nys  nedy,  ne  that  he  be 
0  hym-self;  and  yit  that  was 


serts  ikat^  Cx.  H  iht  after  tuke. 
\  H  Cx.  dtsirest. 


it  that  thei  byhighten,  as  it  semeth. 
And  eek  certes  I  trow  that  this  be 
gretly  to  considere,  that  moneye  ne  hath 
nat  in  his  owene  kynde  that  it  ne  mai 
ben  bynomen  of  hem  that  han  it,  maugre 
hem.* 

*  I  byknowe  it  wel,'  quod  I. 

*\Vhi  sholdestow  nat  byknowen  it,' 
quod  sche,  *  whan  every  day  the  streng- 
ere  folk  bynymen  it  fro  the  feblere, 
maugre  hem  ?  For  whennes  comen  elles 
thise  forcyne  compleyntes  or  quereles  of 
pledynges  but  for  that  men  axen  hir 
moneye  that  hath  ben  bynomen  hem 
by  force  or  by  gyle,  and  alwey  maugre 
hem  ? '  [O80] 

*  Right  so  is  it,'  quod  I. 

*Than,'  quod  sche,  'hath  a  man 
nede  to  seken  hym  foreyne  help  by 
whiche  he  may  defenden  his  moneye  ? ' 

*  Who  mai  seie  nay  ? '  quod  I. 

*  Certes,'  quod  sche,  *  and  hym  nedide 
noon  help  yif  he  ne  hadde  no  moneye 
that  he  myghte  leese.' 

*  That  is  douteles,'  quod  I. 

*Than  is  this  thyng  tomed  into  the 
contraric,'  quod  sche  ;  *  for  ry chesses, 
that  men  wenen  scholde  maken  suffi- 
saunce,  they  maken  a  man  rather  have 
nede  of  foreyne  help.  Whiche  is  the 
maner  or  the  gyse,'  quod  sche,  *  that 
rychesse  mai  dryve  awey  ncde?  Riche 
folk,  mai  they  neyther  han  hungir  ne 
thurst  ?  Thise  riche  men,  may  they 
fele  no  cold  on  hir  lymes  in  wyntcr? 
But  thow  wolt  answeren  that  ryche  men 
han  Inoghe  wher-with  thei  mai  staunchen 
hir  hungir,  and  slaken  hir  thurst,  and 
don  awey  cold.  [685]  In  this  wise  mai 
nede  be  conforted  by  richesses,  but  certes 
nede  mai  nat  al  outrely  be  doon  awey  ; 
for  thoughe  this  nede  that  is  alwey 
gapynge  and  gredy,  be  fulfild  with 
richesses  and  axe  any  thyng,  yit  duelleth 

677.  bykighitn^  i.e.  promised. 

680.  foreyne  compie^teSy  etc.,  'forenses 
querimonias '  {i.e.  public  appeals)  and  'com- 
plaintez  de  plaiz.' 

686.  ami  axe  atiy  ihptng  (Cx.  H  omit  axe) 
should  follow  p^dy:  i.e.  is  always  asking  for 
something:,     ysi  dueiUth^  etc.,  i.e.  the  need  of 
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food,  drink,  etc.,  always  remains  to  be  filled. 


h^r-- 
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lli.uiiK-  .1  iK'lc  lliat  my^litc  In*  (ulliM.  I 
holdc  nic  slillc  ami  telle  nat  how  that 
iitel  thynj;  suffiseth  to  nature  ;  but  ccrtcs 
to  avarice  Inowghe  suftiseth  nothyng. 
For  syn  that  rychesse  ne  mai  nat  al  doon 
awey  ncde,  but  richesscs  niaken  nedc, 
what  mai  it  thannc  bo  that  ye  wcnen 
that  richesscs  mowen  yyven  yow  suffi- 
saunce  ? 

*  Quamvis  fluentc  dives.* — Mctrum  3 

Al  wecre  it  so  that  a  riche  coveytous 
man  haddc  a  ryvcr  or  a  goter  flctynge  al 
of  gold,  yit  sholde  it  ncvere  staunchcii 
his  covetise  ;  and  thoughe  he  hadde  his 
nckke  charged  with  precyous  stones  of 
the  rede  see,  and  thoughe  he  do  ere  his 
fecldes  plentcvous  with  an  hundred  oxen, 
nevcre  ne  schal  his  bytynge  bysynesse 
forlccten  hym  whil  ho  lyveth,  ne  the 
lyghte  richesses  no  schal  nat  l>ereu  hym 
companyc  whan  he  is  deed,  [f^jo] 

*Sct  dignitatibusJ* — Prosa  4 

r>ut  dignytecs,  to  whom  thei  l)cn  comen, 
make  they  hym  honourable  and  reverent? 
Ilan  ihei  nat  so  gret  strengthe  that  thei 
may  puttcn  vcrtus  in  the  hertes  of  folk 
that  usen  the  lordschipos  of  hem,  or 
cllcs  may  they  don  awey  the  vices  ? 
Cortes  ilici  ben  nat  wont  to  don  awey 
wikkidnesse,  but  thei  ben  wont  rather 
li»  schewen  wykkydnesse.  And  thcr-of 
Cometh  it  that  y  have  right  gret  disdayn 
that  dignytes  ben  yyven  ofte  to  wikkide 
men.  For  which  thyng  Catullus  clepid 
a  consul  of  Rome  that  hyghte  Nomyus 
'*  jwstum  "  or  **  boch  "  (as  who  seith, 
he  clepid  hym  a  congregacioun  of  vices 
in  his  bie!»t,  as  a  postum  is  ful  of  cor- 

6S3.  '.vital,  i.f.  why,  'quid.' 

6&;.  f-"'j.  Al  Hii.  omit  0r  a  goter.  The  and 
claasc  is  in.iccuratuly  translated  and  nliould  be, 
f>llowin{;  Kr. :  and  heptde  rkkestes  that  yit 
sholde  nt'X'crty  etc. 

6<yo.  d'tere,  i.e.  have  his  fields  plowed. 

6.^1.  I  fan  thei  **aty  etc.,  '  iMuni  vis  ea  C!»t 
inagjotrntihus,'  should  l)e  Ilan  hrdsekifes  nat, 
etc.  .  .  .  o/folk  that  usen  hem.    For  i««/,  cp.  105. 

694.  Scmyus (.\i  x*ennus\  Catullus (Carwr.  53) 
alludus  to  Ni  mills  Strunia.  Some  Boethius  MoS. 
read  yamiutu. 


lupcioun),   al   wcie    \\\\>   Nomy...-  ^>'  - 
cliayere  of  dygnile.      Seslow  nit  'cXSL  jv 
how    grctc    vylcnye    dignytes  dco  •Ir.  -. 
wikkide   men?       Certes  unwoiihjtifl«|it 
of  wikkide  men  schulde  ben  the  ^It;  -- 
I-scne  if  thei   ncerc   renomed  o(  WKltc-.'. 
honours.  [695]     Certes  thou  ihi-sdl«! 
myghtcst  nat  ben  broght,  with  as  o^l 
perils   as    thow   myghtest    suffren,  dtfj 
thow  woldest  beren  the  magistral  »iA| 
Decorat   (that   is  to  seyn,   that  lui 
]x:ril  that  myghte  byfallen  the  by  ofioBJ 
of  the  kyng  Theodorik,  thou  noldcstii) 
be  folawe  in 'govcrnauncc  with  Decaa4i: 
whan  thow  seye  that  he  hadde  wiUdk  |r 
corage  of  a  likerous  schrewe  and  cf  1 
accusour.     Ne  I  ne  mai  nat  for  svkk 
honours  juggen  hem   worthy  of  retB* 
encc  that   I   deme  and  holde  unnorttf 
to  han  thilkc  same  honours.     Now  ^ 
thow  seie  a   man   that    were  fulfild  (J 
wysdom,  certes  thou  nc   myghtest  ■! 
deme   that    he   were   unworthy  to  tk 
honour  or  elles  to  the  wisdom  of  whick 
he  is  fulfild?' 

*No,*  quod  I. 

*  Certes  dignytees,'  quod  sche»  '  apei- 
teignen  properly  to  vertu,  and  vtrtt 
transporteth  dignyte  anoon  to  thiike  maa 
to  whiche  sche  hir-sclf  is  conioigned.  [;o(>] 
And  for  as  moche  as  honours  of  pepk 
ne  mai  nat  maken  folk  digne  of  honour, 
it  is  wcl  seyn  clecrly  that  thei  ne  han 
no  proprc  l)eaute  of  dignyte.  And  jtt 
men  aughten  taken  more  hccde  in  this. 
For  yif  a  wykkyd  wyght  be  in  so  mochel 
the  fowlere  and  the  more  out-cast  that 
he  is  despyscd  of  moost  folk,  so  as  dig- 
nyte nc  mai  nat  maken  schrewes  worthy 
of  no  reverence,  than  maketh  dignyte 
schrewes  rather  so  much  more  despised 
than  preysed,  the  whiche  schrewes  dig- 
nyte scheweth  to  moche  folk  ;  and  for- 
sothe  nat  unpunyssched  (that  is  for  to 

69^.  heren,  '  gercre  '(q>.  581) ;  mt^'sfrmtiO.f- 
magistratX  *  maKi^rattim' ;  i.e.  h<la  office. 

703.  Ci  Af  H  Cx.  B  omit  xtyklkvJ  and  tki 
fawlere  and  and  so  muek  more ;  Ca  Ai  Hn.  omit 
in  before  to  moekel;  Cg  Hn.  An  B  place  the  vkkh 
.  .  . /oik  zfiec  ret<erence ;  Ai  alters  the  pcisfticc. 

703.  to  ast  i.e.  since. 
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Ihat  Echreives  revengen  hem  oyen- 
1  uppon  (iignyles),  for  ihei  yclden 
»  to  dignyiees  as  greet  gerdoun, 
in  ihey  by  -  spotleo  and  defoulen 
lyies  wilh  hir  vjleoye.  And  for  at 
ehel  3s  Ihou  mow  knowe  that  ihilke 

letchadwy  transilorie  dignytcs,  undir- 
Dd  now  thus :  [jaj]  yi(  thai  a  man 
Ide  used  and  had  manye  matiet 
nytees  of  consules,  and  weere  comen 
kTcntaTC  among  aliaunge  nacions, 
aide  thilke  honour  maken  hym  wor- 
ipAil  and  ledontcd  of  slraunge  folk  ? 
tes  yif  that  honour  of  peple  were  a 
■reel  yifie  to  diguytes,  il  ne  myghtc 
ETC  cesen  no  where  atnonges  no  maner 

to  don  his  oRice  ;  right  as  Iyer  in 
y  conire  nestynleth  oat  to  eschaafen 

lo  ben  hoot.  But  for  as  mochel  as 
to  be  holden  honourable  or  reverent 
Cometh  nat  to  folk  of  hii  propre 
nglhe  of  nature,  but  oonly  of  the 
J  opynyoan  of  folk  (that  ii  to  seyn, 

weenen  that  dignyiees  maken  folk 

Ic  of  honour),  anoon  therfore,  whan 
thei  romen  there  as  folk  ne  knowen 
thitke  dignyiees,  hir  honours  van- 
lien  a-way,  and  that  anoon.  Bui 
,  il  Bmonges  straunge  folk,  maystow 
1.  Ne  amonges  hem  ther  thei  wercn 
.1,  ne  duren  nat  thilke  dignytes  al- 
t  [7>o]  Certes  the  dignyte  of  the 
irostryc  of  Rome  was  whilom  a  greet 
ret ;  now  nys  il  no  thyng  liut  an 
naine,  and  the  rente  of  the  senatoiie 
'eel  charge.  And  yif  a  wyght  whilom 
de  the  oGicc  to  taken  hecde  to  the 
jlen  of  the  peple,  as  of  com  and 
ae  (hyngei,  he  was  holdcn  amouges 
e ;  hut  what  thyng  is  now  more  out 
than  thilke  provosirye?  And,  as  I 
e  seyd  a  litel  here  hyfom,  that  thilke 
ig  that  hath  no  propre  beute  of 
i-Mlf  resceyvelh  somtyme  prys  and 


lat    forrnilLr     inlroduc 
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Echynyngc,  and  som-tyme  leeselh  il,  by 
the  opitiyoan  of  usaunces.  Now  yif  that 
dignyles  thanne  ne  mowen  nat  make  folk 
digne  of  reverence,  and  if  that  dtgnyltes 
waxen  foule  of  hir  wil  by  tlit;  lillhe  of 
schrewes,  and  yif  dignyiees  leescn  hir 
sctiynynge  by  ehaungynge  of  tymes,  and 
yif  thei  waxen  fowlc  by  estimacioun  of 
peple,  what  is  il  that  they  han  in  hem- 
self  of  beaute  that  oughte  ben  desired?  [71;] 
(As  who  seith  noon. )  Thanne  ne  mowen 
ihey  yeven  no  benute  ofdignyle  lonoone 
olhere. 

'  Qiiamvis  le  Tiriff.'—MtUnm  4 
Al  be  it  so  that  the  proude  Nero,  with 
ai  his  wode  luxiue,  kembde  hym  and 
a]iparayled  hym  wilh  faire  purprcs  of 
Tyrie  and  wilh  white  peerles,  algatts 
yit  throf  he  haatful  to  alle  folk  (this  k  to 
seyn  thai,  al  was  he  byhated  of  alle  folk, 
yil  this  wikkide  Nero  hadde  gret  lord- 
scbipe),  and  yaf  whilom  to  the  reverentes 
senatours  Ihe  unworschipful  acetis  of 
dignyiees.  (Unworschipful  seeles  he 
clepelh  here,  for  that  Nero,  Ihat  was  si> 
wikkide,  yaf  iho  dignyiees.)  Who  wolde 
thanne  resonably  wenen  that  blisfulncssc 
were  in  swiche  honours  as  ben  yyvtn  by 
vycious  schrewes?  [jsa] 

M«7('»n-j7,n.'-rrosaS 
But  regncs  and  familiarites  of  kynges, 
mai  thei  maken  a  man  to  ben  myghti  i 
How  cUei,  whan  hir  blisfulnes,**  durdh 
perpetuely?  But  certes  the  oldc  aye  of 
tyme  passed,  and  ek  of  present  lyme 
now,  is  fulof  ensaumpleshow  thai  kynges 
han  chaungyd  into  wrecchidnesse  out  of 
hii  welefulnesse.  O,  a  noble  thyng  and 
3  deer  ihyng  is  power  tlial  is  nat  fo^'nden 
inyghty  lo  kepe  it-self!  And  yif  that 
power  of  remes  be  auctour  and  makcre 
of  biisfulnesse,  yif  Ihilke  power  lakkcih 

",10.™,  Mn"H"/j'fut  A/. 
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on  any  syiie,  amenuselh  it  nfti  ihilkc 
lilisfulnesse  and  bryngelh  In  wrecchitt- 
nesse?  I3u[  yil,  si  be  it  so  Ihat  [he 
temcs  of  mankynile  slrecchcn  brode,  yil 
iDDot  thei  nede  ben  moche  folk  dvec 
»hiche  ihit  evcty  kyng  ne  hath  no  lord- 
ichipe  nc  comaundemenl.  [71;]  And 
eertcs  uppon  thiike  tyde  that  power 
(ayleth,  whiche  that  mnketh  folk  blUful, 
r^ht  on  the  same  syde  noun-powei 
eiitieth  undir-nethe,  that  makclh  hem 
wrecches.  In  this  manere  Ihanne  molen 
kynges  han  more  porcioun  of  wrecchid- 
nesse  than  of  welefulnesse.  A  lyraunt, 
Ihat  was  kyng  of  Sy&ile,  ihil  hadde 
assayed  the  peril  of  his  eslat,  schewcde 
by  siinylitude  the  dredes  of  remcs  by 
gaslnessE  of  a  swetd  that  heng  over  the 
hevcd  of  his  familyer.  Wbal  thyng  is 
ihanne  this  power,  that  mai  nal  doun 
awey  the  bytynges  of  bysyoesse,  ne 
eschewe  the  prykkcs  of  drede  ?  And 
ccttes  yit  wolde  thei  lyvcn  in  sykcniesse, 
but  thei  may  nat,  and  yit  they  glorilien 
hem  in  hii  power.  \tyi\  Holdestow 
ihonne  that  tbiltce  man  !>«  mighty,  Ihat 
ihow  seest  that  he  wolde  doon  that 
he  may  nat  doon  ?  And  holdeslow  Ihaunc 
hyrn  a  myghti  man,  thai  halb  envyiowned 
his  sydes  with  menof  arroesoiserEeantcs, 
and  dredelh  more  hem  tlinl  he  maketh 
agast  Ihanne  thei  dredden  hym.  and 
thai  b  put  in  the  bandes  ofhise  seivauntcs 
for  he  scholde  seme  myghty?  But  of 
familiers  or  servanles  of  kynges,  what 
acholde  I  telle  the  any  ihyng,  syn  that  I 
my-self  have  schewyd  the  that  rewmes 
hem-self  ben  fnl  of  greet  feblesse?  The 
whiche  famylietes  cerles  Ibc  real  power 
of  kynges,  in  hool  estat  and  in  estaal 
abated,  ful  ofte  throwelh  adoun.  Nero 
constieynede  Senek,  his  familyer  and  his 
mayster,  to  chesen  on  what  deeth  he 
wolde  deye.  [iis\  Antonyui  comaundedc 
that  knyghta  slowcn  with  here  swerdes 
Papynian,  hit  famylier,  wbiehe  Papynian 


736.  nnnt'tmBtr,  impotFiKC. 

Til.  JnmitUra  t^  tfrxmnln-  F 

■Kfljit.  'funiliuilius'  nudiii  'f 


ihat  had  ben  long  tyinerl 
amonges  hem  of  (he  c 
cerlci  thei  woldco  lioihe  h«  18 
hir  power ;  of  whiche  two  S« 
forcede  hym  to  yeven  lo  Neto  hiii 
and  also  to  han  gon  into  wKt: 
But  whan  the  grele  weyghtf  <> 
sejn  of  lordes  power  or  of 
drnwelh  hem  that  schullea  filli 
of  hem  nc  myghte  don  that  V 
What  thyng  is  thanne  Ihilke  po' 
though  men  ban  it,  yit  thei  b 
and  whanne  thou  woldesl  hsi 
narl  nat  siker ;  and  jif  thoi 
r<irleclen  it,  ihow  maysl  nat  ei 
But  whelhir  swicbe  men  b«n  f 
nede,  as  ben  conieyled  by  fb 
nal  be  vertu?I;4o]  Cerles  si 
as  welefui  fortune  maketh  frc 
traiyous  fortune  maketh  hen 
And  what  pestilence  is  more  i 
to  anoye  a  wyghl  than  a  famylii 

'  Qui  se  votH  etst  pBlcnUm.' — 
\Vho   so   wol   ben   myghti 

daiintcn  his  cruel  corages,  ne 
his  nckke,  overconien,  undjr 
reynes  of  lecchcrie.  For  al  b< 
thi  lordscbipe  slrecche  so  fei 
cunlre  of  Ynde  quaketh  al  thy  1 
mcntes  or  at  thi  lawcs,  and  th. 
ile  in  the  see  thai  bigbte 
Ihiat  to  the,  yit  yif  thou  maUl 
awey  thi  foute  dirke  desires,  a 
out  fro  the  wrccchide  compleyi 
it  nys  DO  power  thai  thow  t|(~ 


■J 


'  Gleria  vera  ^uam/all 
But  glorie,  how  decej^afif 
foul  is  it  ofic  I  For  which 
unskilfiilly  a  Imgedien  (that  is 
makcre  of  dytees  [hat  highten 
cride  and  seide  :  "  C 
738.  lum  rial  mlMAn,  c 
.no.  ShiHiM   be,    Bal   • 

715'  ry»,  UliiT»  Thi.lt 
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"thow  nart  nothyng  dies  to 
of  folk  but  a  greet  swellere 
For  manye  ban  had  ful  greet 
he  fabe  opinyoun  of  the  peple, 
hyng  mai  ben  thought  foulere 
t  preysynge  ?  For  thilke  folk 
reysed  falsly,  they  mote  ncdes 
;  of  hire  preysynges.  And  yif 
an  geten  hem  thonk  or  preys- 
re  dissertes,  what  thyng  hath 

>  echid  or  encresed  to  the 
of  wise  folk,  that  mesuren  hir 
by  the  rumour  of  the  peple, 
ifastnesse  of  conscience  ?  And 
:  a  fair  thyng  a  man  to  han 
md  sprad  his  name,  thanne 
hat  it  is  demed  to  ben  a  foul 
ne  be  yspradde  and  encreced. 

is  I  seide  a  litel  here  byfom, 
er  moot  nedes  ben  many  folk 
folk  the  renoun  of  a  man  ne 
men,  it  byfalleth  that  he  that 
:st  be  glorious  and  renomed 
the  nexte  partie  of  the  erthes 
houten  glorie  and  withouten 
id  certes  amonges  thise  thynges 
e  nat  that  the  pris  and  the 
e  peple  nys  neyther  worthi  to 
bred,  ne  cometh  of  wys  juge- 
;  ferme  perdurably. 
1  of  this  name  of  gentilesse, 
is  it  that  ne  may  wele  seen 
and  how  fl)rttynge  a  thyng  it 
rif  the  name  of  gentilesse  be 

>  renoun  and  cleernesse  of 
anne  is  gen  til  name  but  a 
yng  (that  is  to  seyn  to  hem 
len  hem  of  hir  lynage).  [755] 
2th  that  gentilesse  be  a  maner 
that  cometh  of  the  dessertes 
res ;  and  yif  preisynge  make 
thanne  mote  they  nedes  ben 

been  preysed.  For  whiche 
weth  that  yif  thou  ne  have  no 
)f  thi-self  (that  is  to  seyn  prys 
h  of  thy  deserte),  foreyne  gen- 
maketh  the  nat  gentil.      But 

fide  .  .  .  that^  cp.  713. 
trmve  nat^  etc.,  due  to  *nc  .  .  . 
popularem  gratiam  ne  conunemora- 
.dignam  pulo.' 


certes  yif  ther  be  ony  good  in  gentilesse, 
I  trowe  it  be  al  only  this,  that  it  semeth 
as  that  a  maner  necessite  be  imposed  to 
gentil  men  for  that  thei  ne  schulde  nat 
owtrayen  or  forlyven  fro  the  vertus  of 
hir  noble  kynrede. 

*  Omne  hominum  genus  in  ierris,* — 
Metrum  6 

Alle  the  lynage  of  men  that  ben  in 
erthe  ben  of  semblable  byrthe  ;  on 
allone  is  fadir  of  thynges,  on  allone 
mynystreth  alle  thynges.  He  yaf  to  the 
Sonne  his  hemes,  he  yaf  to  the  moone  hir 
homes,  he  yaf  the  men  to  the  erthe,  he 
yaf  the  sterres  to  the  hevene.  [760]  He 
encloseth  with  membres  the  soules  that 
comen  from  his  heye  sete.  Thanne 
comen  alle  mortel  folk  of  noble  seed. 
Why  noysen  ye  or  bosten  of  your  eldres  ? 
For  yif  thow  loke  youre  bygynnyng,  and 
god  your  auctour  and  yowr  makere, 
thanne  nis  ther  none  for-lyved  wyght  or 
on-gentil  but  if  he  noryssche  his  corage 
un-to  vices  and  forleten  his  propre  byrthe. 

*  Quid  autem  de  corporibus.* — Prosa  7 

But  what  schal  I  seye  of  delyces  of 
body,  of  which  delices  the  desirynges 
ben  ful  of  anguyssch,  and  the  fulfillynges 
of  hem  ben  ful  of  penance  ?  How  grete 
seknesses  and  how  grete  sorwes  un- 
suffrable,  ryght  as  a  maner  fruyte  of 
wykkidnesse,  ben  thilke  delices  wont  to 
bryngen  to  the  bodyes  of  folk  that  usen 
hem  !  Of  whiche  delices  I  not  what 
joie  mai  ben  had  of  here  moevynge,  [765] 
but  this  woot  I  wel,  that  who-so-evere 
wol  remembren  hym  of  hise  luxures,  he 
schal  wel  undirstonden  that  the  issues  of 
delices  ben  sorweful  and  sorye.  And 
yif  thilke  delices  mowen  maken  folk 
blisful,  thanne  by  the  same  cause  moten 
thise  beestis  ben  clepid  blisful,  of  whiche 
beestes  al  the  entencioun  hasteth  to  ful- 

jl^.  otvirayen     or   forlyvtn^    '  degenerent ' ; 
owtrayen ^  '  go  to  excess,'  does  not  seem  happy. 
762.  Hn.  Cx.  H  ^yi/ytloke. 
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fill«  hurt  bodily  jolj^e.  And  the  glaJ- 
neise  of  wytand  children  were  bd  honest 
lltynEi  but  il  haili  ben  seyd  that  il  is  ovei- 
Diochel  Ayeits  kynile  tliat  childiGn  ban 
l>en  (ownden  tormcDlouis  to  here  fadria  1 
not  how  majiyc ;  of  whichc  children  how 
bytynge  ii  £¥£17  condictoun,  it  nedeth 
nut  to  lellen  it  the  that  liast  or  this  lyme 
Eissayed  it.  sind  srt  yit  now  angwysshous. 
In  this  npprove  I  the  sentence  of  my 
disciple  Euridippis,  that  selde  thnt  he 
thai  hath  no  children  is  welefiil  Ijy  in- 
fortune,  [j,.] 


'  JIabrt  hec  veluflai.' — Metnim  7 
Every  delil  hath  this,  that  it  angwissch- 
clh  hem  -with  piykkcs  that  usen  it.  Il 
resemblcth  lo  ihiw  flyenee  flyes  th.ii  we 
clepcn  Ifen  ;  that,  aftir  (hat  the  be  hath 
iched  lilae  ogreable  honyes,  he  Beclh 
nwcy,  and  styngclh  the  herlcs  of  hem 
llml  ben  y-itnytc,  with  bylyngc  over. 
In  age  lialdytzge. 


' Nkhil igilurilul-iiim.-—Vxiaa  S 
Now  is  it  no  doule  thanne  that  Ibise 
weyes  ne  ben  a  maner  mysledynges  to 
bliBfulnesae,  ne  that  they  nc  moweo  nal 
leden  folk  ihidcc  as  ihci  byheten  to 
Icclcn  hem.  Bui  with  how  grcte  harmes 
ihise  fotsciile  weyes  lien  enlaced,  I  ichal 
tchewe  the  shortly.  Fot.why  yif  thou 
cnfoiccsl  the  lo  assemble  moneyc,  Ihow 
must  byreven  hym  his  moneye  ihal  hath 
il ;  [775]  nod  yif  thow  wolt  schyncn  with 
dignytee*,  Ihow  must  liyiechcn  and 
sHpplyen  hem  thai  yyven  tho  dignyleet  1 
and  yif  thow  covcyleat  lie  lumour  to  gon 
byfore  olherc  folk,  thow  schall  defoulc 
Ihi-ieU   thuiw    humblesse    of   axynge. 

76,.  Afr/f. 
7H,  Mitt 


•  ycd  nimU  e  (AH'  Mm) 


M  Invi 


i>p<wt<Uev 


uuUteH.    By  oiniltbw  II 


Vi[  thou  desirest  pow'r,  xhfrn  ■-. 
iwayles  pf  thy  siitigrlr?.  sn-n  .   ■ 
cast  undii  by  menjc  |.i'l;i      '■■■' 
glorye?    Tho  w  shall    ■   ■  ■-    ."■ 
aspere  thynges  that   ilrw  -i" 
sykcmesse.      And  yif  idnw  i>  ''■ 
ihi   ill    in   delyces,    cvety  «;..■'■ 
despysen  the  and  (ot-teelen  ihx' 
thai  ait  thral  to  thyng  Ihal  i*  '■- 
and  bcutyl  (that  i»  to  leyn,  «'■ 
thi  body).   li%a]     Now  ii  ii  1!: 
yaeyn  how  iitil  and  hour  biolc)  p- 
ihei  coveyten  Ihat  pullen  the  ; 
ihc  body  aboven  hii  owene  ttsa 
mayslow  surmounlcn  thise  olils. 
gretnesse    or    weight*    of   Iv-li 
maistow  ben  strengeie  lion  I'l 
Mayslow  ben   swyften   lluti  !'•' 
ISyhoold   [he  spaces  am]  the  i;^' 
and  the  swyft  coins  of  the  h'" 
uyat   lom-tyme   to  wondrai  '•■ 
thynges.     The  whiche  herow  '■■' 
nat  tathere  for  Ihise  thynges  m  '■ 
dryd  upon,  than  for  ihe  lesuun  Iv  ' 
il  is  governed.   |^)     Bui  ihr  vl 
of  thi  forme  (Ibat  is  to  seyn,  i''- 
of  thi  body),  how  swyftly  pai-.i^ 
and  how  liaositorie  ■ 

Certes   it  is  more  flyiiymc   ' 
mutabilite  of  lloures  of  ihe  sibiii:i  - 
For  so  as  Aristotle  tL-lI.tt-,  t:,' 
men   hadden  eyghe»    . ' 
highte  lynx,  so  thni  1: 
myghte   percen   thiirN. 
wilhslonden  il,  wb^-  < 
Ihc  cDtntyles  of  Ihi^   i 
that  was  ful  fair  In  hil  - 
it  schulde  seme  ryghi  1 
yif  ihow  semol  fair,  >'■ 
nnl   that,   but   Ihc   ■]■   ' 
fchlcsse  o(  the  dghen  liiiU  I"'" 
Bill  preise  the  gootles  of  IW    ■ 
mochit  at  evere  the  iyil,  so  il"' 
knawe  algatji  that,  wlial-io  ii  '<  ' 
to  tcyn.  of  the  godes  of  ihe  bwl.'l " 
Ihal    Ibou    wondriil    uppun,   "''' 

TjS.  Mnwfr'. 'i'oidui: 

f^B,  amrwitt/y  fitH  out  tikirt  9ft  v 

■ul>|9«tn<     Rll«f*I>«bK*4-  J 

it;.  Irni.  Lync«i>  ocoUit  l«t  ■ 
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i  or  dissolvid  by  the  heete  of  a 

>f  thre  dayes.      Of  alle  whiche 

tbynges    y   mai    reducen    this 

in  a  somme  :  that  thise  worldly 

whiche    that    ne    mowen    nat 

hat  they  by-heeten,  ne  ben  nat 

by   the    congregacioun    of   alle 

that  they  ne  ben  nat  weyes  ne 

hat  bryngen  men  to  blisfulnesse, 

;n  men  to  ben  blisful. 


me  miseros  tramite,^ — Metrum  8 

!  whiche  folic  and  whiche  ignor- 
yrsledeth  wandrynge  wrecchis  fro 
b  of  verray  good  !  Certes  ye  ne 
gold  in  grene  trees,  ne  ye  gadere 
cyous  stones  in  the  vynes,  ne  ye 
1  nat  yowr  gynnes  in  heye  moun* 
to  kacchen  fyssche  of  whiche  ye 
.ken  riche  festes.  [795]  And  if 
elh  to  hunt  to  roos,  ye  ne  gon 

the  foordes  of  the  watir  that 
Tyrene.      And   over   this,    men 

wel  the  krikes  and  the  cavemes 

see  yhidde   in   the   flodes,   and 

ek    whiche    watir     is    moost 

)us  of  white  peerlis,  and  knowen 

watir  haboundeth  moost  of  reed 

that  is  to  seyn,  of  a  maner  schelle 

with  whiche  men  deien  purpre), 

Dwen  whiche  strondes  habounden 

tendre   fysches,  or   of  scharpc 

that  hyghten  echynnys.      But 

fren  hem-selve  to  ben  so  blynde, 

m   ne   reccheth   nat    to    knowe 

thilke  goodes  ben  yhidd  whiche 

:i  coveyten,  but  ploungen  hem  in 

nd  seken  there  thilke  good  that 

iteth  the  hevene  that  bereth  the 

What  preyere  mai  I  make,  that 
e  to  the  nyce  thoughtes  of  men  ? 
lut  I  preie  that  thei  coveyten 
!s  and  honours.  So  that,  whanne 
n   geten   tho   false  goodes  with 

orde%t  '  Tyrrhcna  vada.' 

Hkts^  inlets. 

^hai  pre^re,  etc.,  '  Quid  imprecer,'  but 

>riere  pais  jc  faire,'  etc. 

K€f  fooliib. 


greet  travaile,  that  ther-by  they  mowen 
knowen  the  verray  goodes. 

'  Hactenus  metidacis  formam.'^ — Prosa  9 

It  suffiseth  that  I  have  schewyd  hiderto 
the  forme  of  fals  welefulnesse,  so  that 
yif  thou  loke  now  cleerly,  the  ordre  of 
myn  entencioun  requireth  from  hennes 
forth  to  schewe  the  verray  welefulnesse.* 

*  For  sothe,*  quod  I,  *  I  se  wel  now 
that  suffisaunce  may  nat  comen  by 
ry chesses,  ne  power  by  remes,  ne  rever- 
ence by  dignites,  ne  gentilesse  by  glorie, 
ne  joie  be  delices.* 

*  And  hastow  wel  knowen  the  causes,* 
quod  sche,  *  whi  it  is  ?  * 

*  Certes  me  semeth,'  quod  I,  *  that 
y  see  hem  ryght  as  thoughe  it  were 
ihurw  a  litil  clyfle,  but  me  were  levere 
to  knowen  hem  more  opynly  of  the.*  [805] 

*  Certes,*  quod  sche,  *  the  resoun  is 
al  redy.  For  thilke  thyng  that  symply 
is  o  thyng  with  outen  ony  devysioun,  the 
errour  and  folic  of  mankynde  departeth 
and  divideth  it,  and  mysledeth  it  and 
transportelh  from  verray  and  parfit  good 
to  godes  that  ben  false  and  imparfit. 
But  seye  me  this.  Wenestow  that  he 
that  hath  nede  of  power,  that  hym  no 
lakketh  nothyng  ?  * 

*  Nay,'  quod  I. 

*  Certes,*  quod  sche,  *  thou  seyst 
arj'ght ;  for  if  it  so  be  that  ther  is  a 
thyng  that  in  any  partie  be  feblere  of 
power,  certes,  as  in  that,  it  moot  needes 
be  nedy  of  foreyne  help.* 

*  Ryght  so  is  it,*  quod  I. 

*  Suffisaunce  and  power  ben  thanne  of 
o  kynde?*  [810] 

'  So  semeth  it,*  quod  I. 

*  And  demestow,  *  quod  sche,  *  that 
a  thyng  that  is  of  this  manere,  that  is  to 
seyn  suffisaunt  and  mighty,  oughtc  ben 
despised,  or  ellis  that  it  be  right  digne 
of  reverence  aboven  alle  thynges  ?  * 

801.  t fur-by,  not  in  original. 

802.  the  verray  xvele/uinfsse,  the  is  the  article. 
806.  al  redy,  '  promptissima. ' 

808.   It^'enesfow,  etc.,  rather  Wenestow  that  he 
that  ne  lakketh  nothyng  hath  nede  p//<nver  f 
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*  Certcs,'  quod  I,  *  it  nys  no  doute 
that  it  nys  right  worthy  to  ben  reverenced. ' 

*  Lat  us,'  quod  sche,  *  adden  thanne 
reverence  to  suffisaunce  and  to  power,  so 
that  we  demen  that  thise  thrc  thynges  be 
al  o  thyng?' 

*Certes,*  quod  I,  Mat  us  adden  it, 
yif  we  wiln  graunten  the  solhe.*  [815] 

*What  demcstow  thanne,*  quod 
sche,  *is  that  a  dirk  thyng  and  nat 
noble  that  is  suffisaunt,  reverent,  and 
myghty  ;  or  elles  that  it  is  ryght  noble 
and  ryght  clcer  by  cclebrcte  or  renoun  ? 
Considere  thanne,*  quod  sche,  *as  we 
han  grauntide  her-by-fore,  that  he  that 
ne  hath  nede  of  no  thyng  and  is  moost 
myghty  and  moost  digne  of  honour,  if 
hym  nedeth  any  cleernesse  of  renoun, 
whiche  clernesse  he  myght  nat  graunten 
of  hym -self;  so  that  for  lak  of  thilke 
cleernesse  he  myghte  seme  the  feblere  on 
any  side,  or  the  more  out-cast.'  (Close. 
This  to  scyn,  nay  ;  for  whoso  that  is 
suffisaunt,  myghty,  and  reverent, clernesse 
of  renoun  folweth  of  the  forseyde  thynges, 
so  that  there  ne  be  amonges  hem  no 
difference ;  he  hath  it  al  redy  of  his 
suffysaunce. ) 

'  I  mai  nat,'  quod  I,  *  denye  it,  but  I 
moot  granten,  as  it  is,  that  this  thyng  be 
ryght  cclebrable  by  clernesse  of  renoun 
and  noblesse.'  [820] 

*  Thanne  folweth  it,'  quod  sche,  *  that 
we  adden  clernesse  of  renoun  to  the  thre 
forseyde  thynges,  so  that  there  ne  be 
amonges  hem  no  difference.' 

*  This  is  a  consequence,'  quod  I. 

*  This  thyng  thanne,'  quod  sche,  *  that 
ne  hath  node  of  no  foreyne  thyng,  and 
that  may  don  alle  thynges  by  hise 
strengthis,  and  that  is  noble  and  honour- 
able, nys  nat  that  a  myry  thyng  and  a 
joyful  ? ' 

*  But   whennes,'    quod    I,    *that   any 

817.  i.e.  Consider  whether  he  who  ncdes 
noihing  and  is  myghty  and  honoured,  needs 
fame.     The  tfiat  seems  to  be  used  as  in  713.^ 

%2\.  that  7Vt'  ati4ifH,  etc.,  *ut  claritudinem 
«>npcri<)ribu!>  tribus  nihil  diflferrc  fateamur.' 
Chaucer's  incorrect  version  is  due  to  Fr. 

Z22.  Cj  Al  omit  is  after  this. 


sorwe  myghte  comen  to  this  thyng  M 
is  swiche,  certes  I  mai  nat  thynke.' 

*  Thanne  mote  we  graanten,'  qHi' 
sche,  *  that  this  thing  be  fal  of  gladnoKi 
if  the  forseide  thynges  ben  sothe;[l4| 
and  certes  also  mote  we  graonteo  tltf 
suffisaunce,  power,  noblesse,  revereooe^ 
and  gladnesse  be  oonly  diverse  by  namdi 
but  hir  substaunce  hath  no  diveisite.* 

*  It  moot  nedly  ben  so,*  quod  I. 
'Thilke   thyng    thanne,'   qood  sck^ 

*  that  is  oon  and  symple  in  his  nttme, 
the  wikkidnesse  of  men  departeth  it  ami 
divideth  it ;  and  whanne  thei  enioRfl 
hem  to  gete  partie  of  a  thyng  that  K 
hath  no  part,  thei  ne  geten  hem  neytlicr 
thilke  partie  that  is  noon,  ne  the  tiip| 
al  hool  that  thei  ne  desire  nat.' 

*  In  whiche  manere  ? '  quod  I. 

*  Thilke  man,'  quod  sche,  *  that  sekelk 
richesse  to  fleen  poverte,  he  ne  travailcA 
hym  nat  for  to  geten  power,  for  he  hath 
lever  to  ben  dirk  and  vyl ;  [830]  and 
eek  withdraweth  from  hym -self  manje 
naturel  delites,  for  he  nolde  leese  the 
moneie  that  he  hath  assembled.  But 
certes  in  this  manere  he  ne  geteth  hym 
nat  suffisance,  that  power  forleteth,  and 
that  moleste  prikketh,  and  that  filthe 
maketh  out -caste,  and  that  dirknesse 
hideth.  And  certes  he  that  desireth  oonly 
power,  he  wasteth  and  scatereth  rychesse, 
and  despyseth  delices  and  eek  honour 
that  is  withoute  power,  ne  he  ne  preiscth 
glorie  no  thyng.  Certes  thus  secstow 
wel  that  manye  thynges  failcn  to  hym, 
for  he  hath  som  tyme  defaute  of  manye 
necessites,  and  manye  anguysshes  byten 
hym  ;  and  whan  he  ne  mai  nat  do  the 
defautes  awey,  he  for-letith  to  ben 
myghty,  and  that  is  the  thyng  that  he 
moost  desireth.  [835]  And  ryght  thus 
mai  I  make  semblable  resouns  of  honour, 
and  of  glorie,  and  of  delyces  ;  for  so  as 
every  of  thise  forseide  thinges  is  the 
same  that  thise  othere  thynges  ben  (that 
is  to  seyn,  al  oon  thyng),  who-so  that 


830.  difkandvylt  '  vilis  obscunisque.' 
83a.  maketh  out-caste^  '  abicit.' 
^35-  Ci  Aa  H  th€  d^autts. 
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v^re  sekclh   t«>  gclen  tluil  oon  of  iliisc, 
111  nat  thill  othir,  he  nc  getelh  nat  that 
desireth.' 

*  What  seystow  thanne,  yif  that  a  man 
:e    to    geten    alle    thise    thynges 

^drc?* 

*  Certes,*  quotl  sche,  *  I  wolde  seye, 
-T-  tlnat  he  wolde  geten  hym  sovereyn  blis- 
k  ^Ulnesse  ;  but  that  schal  he  nat  fynde  in 

^tio  thynges  that  I  have  schewed  that  ne 
Vkiowen  nat  yeven  that  thei  byheeten  ? ' 
'  Certes  no/  quod  I.  [840] 

*  Thanne,*  quod  sche,  '  ne  scholde 
Hien  nat  by  no  weye  seken  blisfulnesse 
in  siche  thynges  as  men  wenen  that 
tbey  ne  mowen  yeven  but  o  thyng  sengly 
of  al  that  men  seken  ?  * 

'  I  graunte  wel/  quod  I,  '  ne  no 
sothere  thyng  ne  may  be  seyd.' 

*  Now  hastow  thanne/  quod  sche, 
*  the  forme  and  the  causes  of  false 
"welefulnesse.  Now  torne  and  flytte  the 
«ighen  of  thi  thought,  for  ther  shaltow 
seen  anoon  thilke  verray  blisfulnesse 
that  I  have  be-hyght  the/ 

'  Certes,'  quod  I,  'it  is  cler  and  opene, 
though  it  were  to  a  blynd  man ;  [845] 
and  that  schewedestow  me  ful  wcl  a  litel 
her  byfom,  whan  thow  enforcedest  the 
to  schewe  me  the  causes  of  the  fals 
blisfulnesse.  For,  but  if  I  be  begiled, 
thanne  b  thilke  the  verray  perfit  blis- 
fulnesse that  perfitly  makcth  a  man 
sufiisaunt,  myghty,  honourable,  noble, 
and  ful  of  gladnesse.  And  for  thow 
schalt  wel  knowe  that  I  have  wel  undir* 
stonden  thise  thinges  withynne  myn 
herte,  I  knowe  wel  that  thilke  blisful- 
nesse that  may  verrayly  yeven  on  of  the 
forscyde  thynges,  syn  thei  ben  alle  oon 
— I  knowe  dowtelees  that  thilke  thyng 
IS  the  ful  blysfulnesse.' 

839.  fyhai  uystowf  'Quid  igiturf  inquam.' 
So  also  Fr.  rif  tkat,  etc.,  is  assuned  to 
Philosophy  in  Obbarius'  text,  bat  early  MSS.  and 
tnxabaiota  take  it  as  Chaucer  does. 

840W  6ui  thai  schal  he  natt  etc.,  '  num  .  .  . 
reperiet,'  etc.^  cp.  691,  710.  The  subject  of  n* 
mvwen  is  omitted.  B.'8  reading,  they  for  ne^  is 
probably  a  scribe's  correction. 

845.  Some  phrase  like  to  the  oihert  part^  '  in 
adversum,'  lus  probably  dropped  out  after 
th4fus:ht. 


'  O  my  iiory,'  (ju«h1  schc,  '  liy  thi-> 
opynyoun  I  seie  thow  art  blislul,  yif 
thow  putte  this  therto  that  I  schal  seyn.' 

*  What  is  that  ?  *  quod  I.  [850] 
Philosophie,    *  Trowestow  that  ther  be 

any  thyng  in  this  erthly,  mortel, 
toumblynge  thynges  that  may  brynge 
this  estat  ?  * 

*  Certes,*  quod  I,  *  y  trowe  it  nought  ; 
and  thow  hast  schewyd  me  wel  that  over 
thilke  good  ther  nys  no  thyng  more  to 
ben  desired.' 

*  Thise  thynges  thanne,'  quod  sche, 
(that  is  to  seyn,  erthly  suffysaunce,  and 
powere,  and  swiche  thynges)  oulher  thei 
semen  lyknesse  of  verray  good,  or  elles 
it  semeth  that  thei  yeve  to  mortel  folk  a 
maner  of  goodes  that  ne  be  nat  perfyt. 
But  thilke  good  that  is  verray  and  perfyt 
that  mai  thei  nat  yeven. '  [855] 

*  I  accorde  me  wel,'  quod  I. 
•Thanne,'  quod  sche,   'for  as  moche 

as  thou  hast  knowen  whichc  is  thilke 
verray  blisfulnesse,  and  eck  whiche  thilke 
thynges  ben  that  lyen  falsly  blisfulnesse 
(that  b  to  seyn,  that  be  deceyte  semen 
verray  goodes),  now  byhoveth  the  to 
knowe  whennes  and  where  thow  mowc 
seke  thilke  verrai  blbfulnessc.' 

*  Certes,'  quod  I,  *  that  desire  I  gretly 
and  have  abyden  longe  tyme  to  hcrkne 
it.' 

*  But  for  as  moche,'  quotl  sche,  *  as  it 
liketh  to  my  disciple  Plato,  in  his  book 
of  In  ThymeOy  that  in  ryght  litel 
thynges  men  schulde  byseche  the  help  of 
god,  [860]  what  juggestow  that  l^e  now 
to  done,  so  that  we  may  desserve  to 
fynde  the  seete  of  thilk  sovereyn 
good?* 

*  Certes,*  quod  I,  *  y  demc  that  we 
schul  clepe  to  the  fadir  of  alle  goodes,  for 
withouten  hym  b  ther  no  thyng  founded 
aryght. 

*Thow  seyst  aryght,'  quod  sche,  and 
bygan  anoon  to  syngen  right  thus : 

851.  Mr>,  these.     /^»m^(^'/^r,  '  caducis/ as  in 

357.  406- 
856.  (yen^  counterfeit. 

860.  In   Thymeot  rather  in  the   Ttmeus  (cp. 

Tim.  37  c.) 
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'  O  t/uam  ferpetua.^ — Metrum  9 

*  O  thow  fadir,  soowcre  and  creatour  of 
hcvcnc  and  of  crthes,  that  govcmest  this 
world   by  jxirdurablc  rcsoun,  that  com- 
aundest  the  lymes  to  gon  from  syn  that  age 
hadde  byg>'nnynge ;   thow   that  duellest 
thi-selvc   ay  stedcfast   and   stable,   and 
yevest  alle  othere  thynges  to  ben  meved, 
[865]  nc  f<jrcyne  causes   neccsseden   the 
neverc  to  cornpoune  werk  of  floterj-nge 
materc,  but  oonly  the  fomie  of  sovereyn 
good  I -set  with -in  the  wiihoute  en\7e, 
that  nioevede  the  frely.     Thow,  that  art 
althir-fayrest,  berjnge  the  faire  world  in 
thyn  thought,  formcdcst  this  world  to  the 
lyknesse  seniblablc  of,  that  faire  world  in 
thy  thought.    Thou  drawest  alle  thyng  of 
thy  sovereyn  cnsaumpler  and  comaund- 
csl    that    this  world,   parfytely   ymakid, 
have    frely    and     absolut     hise    parfytc 
parties.      Thow  byndest  the  dementis  by 
nombres  proiH>rci(.Miablcs,  that  the  coolde 
thinges    nioweii    accordc   with    the  hote 
ihinges,  and  the  drye   thinges  with  the 
moyste  ;   that  the  fuyer,  that  is  purest, 
fleigh  nat  over-heye,  ne  that  the  hevy- 
nesse  drawe  nat  adoun  over-lowe  theerthes 
that  l)en  ploungid    in    the   watris.    [870] 
Thow  knyttest  togidere  the  mene  soule 
of  treble  kynde   moevynge  alle   thingis, 
and  divydcsl  it  by  niembr}'s  accordynge  ; 
and  whan  it  is  thus  divyded  [and]  it  hath 
assembled  a  moevynge  in-to  two  rowndes, 
it  gooth  to  torne  ayen  to  hym-self,  and 
envyr«)uneih   a   ful    deep    thought    and 
turneth  the  hevene  by  semblable  ymage. 
Thow  by  evene  lyke  causes  enhauncest  the 
soules  and  the  lasse  lyves ;  and,  abl)'nge 

864.  Gj  Ai  lin.  omit  somvrrc  and;  H  Cx. 
s(K-cieif^nc  ami. 

E66.  /rely.    Not  in  Latin  or  French. 

863.  Thou  drawest .  .  .  cnsaumpler^  precedes 
Tko-M  that  art,  etc.,  in  Latin  and  Frencn.  Per- 
hajw  displaced  bj'  an  early  scribe  ;  if  so,  the  read- 
in>{  of  Ai,  and  commaundcdest^  is  correct. 

86-9.  HCfnbres  pro/nircionaNfS,  numerical  pro- 
portions. 

871.  '  Qiuc  cum  sccta  duos  motum  glomeravit 
in  oibcs.  In  scnict  rcditura  meal  mentem<]ue 
profuiidam  circuit,  cl  simili  convertit  imagme 
c.xlum.' 


hem  heye  by  lyghte  waynes  or  caitc^ 
thow  sowest  hem  in-to  hevene  tnd  in4D 
erthe.  [875]  And  whan  thei  ben  coi-l 
vertyd  to  the  by  thi  benygne  Uwe,  tho* ! 
makest  hem  retoume  ayen  to  the  by  tjes- 
ledynge  fyer.  O  £iidir,  yyve^  thou  to  the 
thought  to  steyen  up  in-to  thi  strqte 
seete  ;  and  grauntc  hym  to  enviroune  tk 
welle  of  good ;  and,  the  lyght  I-fioondc, 
graunte  hym  to  fycchen  the  dere  syghtfi 
of  his  corage  in  the ;  and  skatcre  thot 
and  to-brcke  the  weyghtes  and  the  doudfi 
of  erthly  he\'ynesse ;  and  schyn  thon  l^ 
thi  bryghtncsse,  for  thou  art  cleemeaCi 
thow  art  pesible  reste  to  debonayre  folk: 
thow  thi -self  art  bygynnynge,  berae^ 
ledere,  path  and  terme ;  to  lo^e  on  the: 
that  is  our  ende.  [880] 


*  Qttomam  igiiur  que  sit,^ — Prosa  10 

] 

For  as    moche  thanne   as   thow  hasi 
seyn  which  is  the  fourme  of  good  thai 
nys  nat  parfit,  and  whichc  is  the  focme 
of  good  that  is  parfit,  now  trowc  I  that  ii 
were  good  to  schewe  in  what  this  p«- 
fcccioun  of  blisfulnessc  is  set.     And  in 
this  thing  I  trowc  that  we  schulde  fint 
enquere  for  to  witen,  )-f  that  any  swid> 
maner  good  as  thilke  good  that  thou  hast 
dyffinysshed  a  litel  here-byfom  (that  is  to 
seyn  sovereyn  good)  may  be  founde  in 
the   nature   of   thinges,   for    that    ^W 
ymag}'nacioun   of   thought    descc)*ve  is 
nat,  and  put  us  out  of  the  soth&stnesse 
of  thilke  thingc  that  is  summytted  to  us. 
But  it  may  nat  be  denyed   that  thilke 
good  ne  is,  and  that  it  nys  ryght  as  a 
welle  of  alle  goodes.     For  alle  thing  that 
is  cleped  inparfyt  is  proevid  inparfit  be 
the  amenusynge  of  perfeccioun  or  of  thing 
that  is  parfit.  [885]  And  herof  cometh  it 
that  in  every  thing  general,  yif  that  men 
seen  any  thing  that  is  inparfit,  certes  in 
thilke  general  ther  mootbcnsom  thing  that 
is  parfit.     For  yif  so  be  that  perfeccioun 
is  don  awcy,  men  may  nat  thinke  ne  say 

875.  hryt^  U)  rise. 

877.  cHvifvuMc,  *  lustrnre '  (to  look  uponX  Fr. 


'  auirouncr. 
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:s  thiike  thing  is  ihat  is  cle^^ed 
For  the  nature  of  thinges  ne 
hir  bcgynnynge  of  thinges 
and  inporfit,  but  it  procedith 
»  that  ben  alle  hole  and  ab- 
i  descendith  so  doun  into 
liinges  and  in-to  thinges  empty 
>uten  fruyt.  But,  as  I  have 
litel  here  byfom  that  yif  ther 
ilnesse  that  be  freel  and  veyn 
yt,  ther  may  no  man  doute  that 
m  blisfulnesse  that  is  sad,  stedc- 
arfyt.' 

concluded,*  quod  I,  *  feermely 
astly.'  [89c] 

)nsidere  also,*  quod  sche,  *  in 
blisfulnesse  enhabiteth.  The 
:cordaunce  and  conceyt  of  the 
f  men  proveth  and  graunteth 
[)rince  of  alle  thinges,  is  good. 
-s  no  thyng  mai  ben  thought 
n  god,  it  mai  nat  ben  douted 
It  he  that  no  thinge  nys  betere, 
>  good.  Certes  resoun  scheweth 
s  so  good  that  it  proevelh  by 
:e  that  i:)arfyt  goo<l  is  in  hym. 
3d  nys  swyche,  he  ne  mai  nat 
:  of  alle  thinges ;  [895]  for 
n- thing  jwssessyng  in  it -self 
d  schulde  be  more  worthy  than 
it  scholde  semen  that  thiike 
and  cldere  than  god.  For 
lewyd  apertely  that  alle  thinges 
»rfyt  ben  first  er  thynges  that 
fit ;  and  for-thy,  for  as  moche 
y  resoun  or  my  proces  ne  go 
withouten  an  ende,  we  owe  to 
lat  the  sovereyn  god  is  right 
rereyn  parfit  good.  And  wc 
issched  that  the  sovereyne  good 
blisfulnesse.  Thanne  moot  it 
bat  verray  blisfulnesse  is  set  in 
jod.*  [900] 

:ake  I  wel,*  quod  I,   *  ne  this 
t  be  withseid  in  no  manere.* 

preye   the,*  quod  sche,    'see 
thou  mayst  proeven  holily  and 


HO  thinge^  etc.,  i.e.  to  whom  nothing 
,  •  accipio '  ;  Fr.  *  recoif.' 


withoute  corrupcioun  this  that  I  have  seid, 
that  the  sovereyn  god  is  ryght  ful  of 
sovereyne  good.* 

*  In  whiche  manere  ?  *  quod  I. 

*  Wenestow  aught,*  quod  sche,  *  that 
the  prince  of  alle  thynges  have  I -take 
thiike  sovereyne  good  any-wher  out  of 
hym-self,  of  whiche  sovereyne  good  men 
proeveth  that  he  is  ful ;  ryght  as  thou 
myghtest  thynken  that  god,  that  hath 
blisfulnesse  in  hym-self,  and  thilk  blisful- 
nesse that  is  in  hym,  were  divers  in 
substaunce?  [905]  For  yif  thow  wenc 
that  god  have  resseyved  thiike  good  out 
of  hym-self,  thow  mayst  wene  that  he 
that  yaf  thiike  good  to  god  be  more  worth 
than  is  god.  But  I  am  beknowe  and 
confesse,  and  that  ryght  dignely,  that  god 
is  ryght  worthy  aboven  alle  thinges.  And 
yif  it  so  be  that  this  good  be  in  hym  by 
nature,  but  that  it  is  dyvers  from  him  by 
wenynge  resoun,  syn  we  speke  of  god 
prynce  of  alle  thynges, — feyne  who  so 
feyne  mai — who  was  he  that  hath  con- 
ioyned  thise  divers  thynges  togidre  ?  And 
eek  at  the  laste  se  wel  that  a  thing  that  is 
divers  from  any  thing,  that  thiike  thing 
nys  nat  that  same  thing  fro  whiche  it  is 
undirstonden  to  be  diverse.  Thanne 
folweth  it  that  thiike  thing  that  by  his 
nature  is  divers  from  sovereyn  good,  that 
that  thyng  nys  nat  sovereyn  good.  [910] 
But  certes  it  were  a  felenous  cursydnessc 
to  thinken  that  of  hym  that  no  thing  nys 
more  worth.  For  alwey,  of  alle  thinges, 
the  nature  of  hem  may  nat  ben  betere 
thanne  his  begynnynge.  For  whiche  I 
mai  concluden  by  ryght  verray  resoun 
that  thiike  that  is  begynnynge  of  alle 
thinges,  thiike  same  thing  is  sovereyn  good 
in  his  substaunce.* 

*  Thow  hast  seyd  ryghtfiilly,'  quod  I. 

*  But  we  ban  graunted,*    quod  sche, 
•  that  the  sovereyn  good  is  blisifulnesse.* 

*  That  is  sooth,*  quod  I.  [915] 

90^.  Chaucer  and  one  of  French  MSS.  omit 
'  vel  ita  naturaliter  habere.'  Add,  therefore,  after 
ful;  or  wenestow  tJiat  kt  hath  it  naturely  in 
himself* 

9x2.  Ci  H  Cx.  As  hir  heginnyngey  and  rightly, 
but  probably  a  correction. 
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*  Thanne,'  quod  schc,  '  moten  wc  ninlv^ 
I  gnuiten  and  confcsseii  that  thtlke  saaii 
sovereyn  good  be  gixl  ! ' 

'  Cerles,'  quoH  I,  'y  nc  inay  nat  deoyc, 
lie  withslonde  Ihe  resouos  purposed ;  and 
I  &e  wel  that  it  fblweth  by  slrengtlie  of 
the  premisses.' 

'  Loke  nuw,'  quod  scliu,  'yir  this  be 
jiroevid  yet  more  fcrmely  thus  thai  there  ne 
iiiowcn  not  beQ  two  sovereyn  goodia  (hat 
ben  divers  among  hem-self.  For  certci 
the  gooitb  that  ben  divert  among  hem- 
Bc-lf,  that  uon  is  nat  that  that  that  olhir  is ; 
(hanne  mowen  neither  of  hem  ben  pailit, 
su  as  eyther  of  hem  lakkelh  to  othir.  But 
that  that  nys  nat  parlit,  men  tiiai  seen 
ftpcrlcly  that  it  nys  not  sovereyn.  [i»i>] 
The  thingcs  thanne  that  ben  sovcreynly 
godc  ne  Diowe  by  no  weie  be  divers. 
But  I  have  wel  concluded  that  blisfid- 
uesse  and  god  tKn  the  sovereyn  good ;  for 
whiche  it  mote  ncdes  be  that  sovereyne 
blisfulnesse  is  sovereyn  devynite." 

'No  thing,'  quod  I,  'nys  more  mth- 
faslc  than  this,  ne  mure  ftrmc  by  resoun, 
ne  a  more  worthy  thing  than  god  mai  not 
ben  concluded.' 

'  Upon  ihise  thynges  thanne,'  quod 
sche,  '  rj^hl  as  thisc  gcomctricns  whun 
iln'i  h»n  schewed  her  proposicions  beii 
wnnt  lo  tiryngen  yn  thinges  that  Ihci 
cli:pen  pjiismcs  or  declaracions  of  fir- 
widc  ihii^cs,  r^hl  so  wol  I  ycvu  the 
lieie  as  a  corolaric  or  a  meede  of 
coroune.  For-why  for  as  mochc  as  by 
the  gelynge  of  blisEiilnesse  men  ben 
Miakiii  lilisful,  and  blisfnlQes.ie  is  dyrinite, 
lluin  is  it  manifest  and  opcne  that  by  llie 
gelyngc  of  dyvinite  men  ben  makid  blisfiil. 
'""''"  "  "  gelyngc  of  justice 
"  ■  "(C  ihegelyngc 
iw,  ryght 
Wi  whan 
i  Ifcaa  Buked 
r  Uisfui  num 


god  : 


by    die    fM.. 
lei   no     i 


:  Iher   r 


Ihyng  that  Iher  ni 

'  This  ys,'  quixl  i,   ■  .1    ■ 
n    precious,   clcpc   jl   a>    1 
ii    corolerid,    or    porisinc,   .«    miJi;  -i  J 
coroune,  ot  decluynges.'  I 

'  Ccrtes,'  quod  sclic,    ■  t>o  Ihing  «)•  I 
Ikirere  than  is  tlie  thing   tlial   by  rouun  ] 
schuldc    bell    addide   to    lliisc    tui-..' 
1  hinges.'  [gjol 

■  Wiiat  thing?'  quod  I, 

'So,'  quwl  schc,  >as  it  scmelh  ' 
blisfiilnessc  conlenelh  many  l]|iiii;i  . 
wL-cre  lor  to  witcn  whethti  llui 
thi^ie  thingcs  moken  oi  cenioyiKu  ' 
tnnner  bcxly  of  blisfulnesse  by  dh.  r 
of  parties  or  membres,  or  cllcf  }•' 
of  alle  Ibilkc  Ihinges  ben  swicb  il- 
(comjjlise  by  hymself  Ihc  ^ubslaunr 
blisfulnesse,  so  that  allc  thise  >'' 
Ihynges  lien  refcnid  aud  broiijjtii 
blisfulnesse  (that  is  lo  scyti,  >s  t 
cheef  of  hem).' 

'  I  wolde,'  qunKl  I,  '  that  thow  n\.-  1 
me  clerly  to  undiistonde  wbal  Ih'm 
and    thai    Ihim   recurdldcst    me   ibc  fHi  ] 
seidc  thinges.' 

'  Have  1  not  jugged,'  quod  sch^fl 
blisfulnesse  is  good  t'  [ws] 

'  Vys   for   sothe,'  quod    t,  ' 
sovereyn  good.' 

'  Adde   thanne,'  quod    bJm,    ' 
good  that  is  maked  [of]  blis&lnesoe 
thise  fotscide  thinges.     For  >hi!k«  ■ 
blisiiilnesse  that  isdemed  lo  ben  so\'.'  - 
EulTisaiince,  lliilkc  sclvc  is  suveivyn  1 
sovefeyli  reverence,  sovereyn  ckini-:^ 
noblesse,   and   sovereyn   dclyt. 
seiilow    thanne    of    bU    thise    ihi. 
that  is  to  fcyn,  sufiisiidnce,   powi-r. 
alle  thise  othi-ie  lhinges,~bcn  tbei  ll'  - 
as  membris  of  blisfulruase,  or  brn   '■' 
refTered  and  brought  lo  wivrrcyne  gL--! 
lyght  as  alle  thingcs  that  ben  Ltonght  to 
the  fihectof  hem?" 

'1    undlrttoude   wel,'  quod    t,    'wM 


le  ibc  f»1 
lesaeWnF 


.,  ./  WSS.  a 


hoii  purpiKcsI  la  seke,  bul  I  riesirc  for 
u  hetktie  (hat  (l>cw  Khcwe  it  me.'    [^v] 

•  Tok  Diiw  lliiis  ihc  (liscceeinUD  i>{  tJiis 
jiiolioun,'  quoil  sche  ;  '  yif  nlk  thine 
ihingM,'  quod  schc,  •  wcrcn  mcmUis  to 
(clieite,  ihanni;  wcrcn  ihei  ityverse  that 
cx]  fro  Ibat  olhii.  And  swich  is  the 
nature  of  parlies  or  u[  membres,  thai 
divrne  mcnibtis  ciinipaiinen  a  lody.' 

'Ccrlis,'  ^uod  I,  'it  bath  wel  ben 
■chewyil  here  byrorn  Uut  oUe  thisc 
thingcs  ben  d1  d  ihyng, ' 

'  Tb*Tiiie  lien  Ihci  nune  membres,' 
quiHl  )cbe,  '  for  ellus  il  RChulrli:  si^mu 
that  blisfulnesae  were  conii>yni-ii  nl  uf  a 
mcmliTc  alUmc  ;  but  thai  is  o  thing  that 

'This  thing.' quix)  I,  *nyi  not  doulous; 

I..K  I  abi'lc  lo  heikncn  the  reniensunt  of 
1'"-  qtiestiun.'[^Hsl 

■This  U  ojHrne  Hud  clot,"  quod  sche, 

ii.il  sllc  iitheri:  ifaingn  btn  referrid  and 

Liglil  l»  good.     For  iherlbre  is  iiiffi- 

.'<n<:<;  lequtriil,  fut   it  Is  demyd   lu   ben 

"  -I  :  and  for-thy  is  power  requirid.  for 

'I  irowcii  abw  l)i*t  il   be  good  ;   and 

same  thin);  niuwen  *c  Ihinken  ami 

:  ii-cierv  (if  reverence,  ajul  of  aoblcHe. 

i(  of  delp.     Thnnnc  is  sovereyn  good 

■      iJinimc   and    ihc   cause   of  a]    that 

■ .  1 1  ir  bm  derircd  ;  for-why  thilke  thing 

It  4ilh-hoMelh  no  ^ikkI  in  it  selve,  ne 

ulilanceof  ipuxi,  Il  niai  not  wcl  in  no 

....mere    be    dc&lted    nc    icqucrid.     [qje} 

.Vnd    the   tanltaric ;    for   thoughe   that 

ihingei  b;  here  nature  ne  beti  not  gode, 

■llSalev  yir  men  wme  Ihat  Ixn  gode,  yet 

/"Ic  i  and  Ihcr-fbrc  Is  il  that 

:  .  11  L-nc  by  ryghte  that  bountc 

'    .  ri  fyn  and  the  cause  of  alle 

i  II  ben  to  rnjuiren.      IJuI 

'iifig,  il  Miuctlithal  tbiike 
iiimwl  desired.  As  thus  : 
^  I  ..lit  wolde  ryden  for  cutise  of 

lie  ilniretli  noi  m  morhcl  the 


moevyng  lo  ryden,  at  ihc  cffeel  of  his 
helc.  Now  Ihuiine,  t.yn  Ihul  atle  thyngn 
ben  rei|uired  for  the  ^acc  of  good,  thci 


rdofal 


:  folk  m 


the  some  good.  [9S]]  Butwchangrauntide 
that  bliifulnesse  is  that  thing,  for  whiclic 
tliat  alle  thise  othere  thinges  ben  desired ; 
thanne  is  il  thus  that  certes  ounly 
biysbtneaac  b  requeied  and  desired.  By 
whiche  iMng  il  schcwelh  clecrly  thitt  of 
good  and  of  blisfulneoc  is  al  on  and  the 
same  subitAUDCe.' 

'I   sc  nat,'  quod    I,   *wber(bi« 
men  myghten  discordeu  in  tiiis.' 

^  And   we  hun  scbewed  that  god 
verray  blisfulnesse  is  al  o  thing.' 

'  That  is  sooth,'  quod  I. 

'  Thanne  nicwen  we  conclnden  sykerly, 
that  Ihe  subslaunce  of  god  is  set  in 
lliilke    same    good,   and    in    noon    other 


^ 


^   [*<«] 


!  fapti.'- 


Gnnelh  alle  to  gidre  now,  ye  ihnt  ben 
ykaught  and  yboundc  with  wjkkide 
cbeynes  by  the  desceyvaUe  (telyl  of  crllily 
thynges  cnhabitynge  in  yowl  thought  ! 
Her  schal  brn  Ihe  leste  of  your  lubuurs, 
lier  is  Ihehavenc  Mablein  [lesible  quielc  i 
this  allone  is  the  o['>en  refill  to  wreches. 
(Ulosc  This  In  scyn,  that  ye  thitt  ben 
ciimbryd  and  djsscyvid  with  worldly 
affeecions,  eoineth  now  to  this  sovereyn 
good,  that  is  god,  that  is  refill  In  hem 
thai  wolen  come  to  hyin.)  Textus,  Alle 
thi:  thinges  thai  (he  ryver  Togiis  yyvctli 
yow  with  his  goldenc  gisvciis,  or  ellcs 
alle  the  ihingcs  thai  the  ryver  Htrinus 
yeveth  with  his  icdc  brinke,  [(i6sj  or  that 
Indus  yyvcth,  Ihal  is  neit  (he  Iwlt 
of  the  world,  thai  medlelh  Ihe  \_ 
stones  with  ihc  white,  rw  schntden  It 

^  f^fH  ./««  .  .  -  »»/«.  El 
lAn  (<mentd>)  uht  mar:fitntii  Iftwla)  In 
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■."■.  j.r  .  ::..■.■-.■■-  *.    _r  :~^  ^^r/.cf. 

■  «  •  ■ 

■  .vi-:-.-  r.._y  fir..-*-;.'.  :r.:.f;e  ;^:r.:  ol 


b»«  ^  ^«    *«  a*^  «■—  k^a*  »■**  k 


*.'.  m:  .'. '■  :■■-.:■:  .:.«  ;.:.* — PfSi  II 

fer::..-  r.*.  ■.■.*.' 

•  II  A  :  . .  .  ..'.  w :':■.■•*■  T  r-.-v?*."  i:."  cu  -i 
schv,  •;. !;    '. /.  :::  w  k:.  'A  .  w/ji:  ::.i*.kc 

"l    V.   \    '  rv\-v    ::.'    .      i    I.    *  ^-    i  :i' 

mm  m  ■ 

kn-rA-:  .;!i     *.  I  jv  Ire  ^  "i  '.';..i*.  i>  :;'-.■'-' 

*  Cvi :■-■'." 'i-;"-!  ^chc,  *ihat  -cb.il  I  ■;  > 
ll:'_*  Ij*.-  V'.rr.iy  k^  i-.ia.  yif  ilsiit  ih.i  r:iir.i;cs 
::iit  I  ii.xvc  c  .:i':lii'li.-«.1  a  li:cl  here  livf*.»rn 
flutllcn  '-rily  iii  hir  iir-^i  ^raimiyn^c' 

•  Thci  «i\VL-Ik-n  j^raunici  i"  iht-,' (JJ'.kI 
I.  jThi-  t'.i  ^•-•yri  as  v%h'>  .«.fiih,  '  I  grauiite 
ihi  I' if--:  !■.-  (.■■•nciu^y":in'..*»  [,75] 

*  H.'.vc  I  :..i'.  -^irlK-wol  the,'  t^U"i-l  M:hc, 
*  lh.il  t!ic  i)ii:i;;c>  that  Ik'H  required  t>f 
!U:iiiy  filk  n.;  I)en  ni»l  verr.iy  g<nxli.«i  ne 
iMflVe  ;  f'-r  Tli-.i  Ixrn  rliwr^  that  «'n  fro 
tliii  •*\)\\r.  An-l  s-j  as  ichc  of  hem  i.s 
I. ikk) !.;;•.  t'>  t.ihir,  ihei  han  no  |)imer  Xo 
lifyiii^en  a  •y\"y\  ili.it  is  ful  ami  alisulut. 
I#iit  lli.iii:;-;  :it  er.-?le  Inrn  ihci  vcrrave 
Lji /■)«!,  wl  1-1:1  lli'.i  Ia.'!!  ^a<lretl  li.^iclere  allc 
iti-t')  «i  f"rini-'  and  in-tn  imjii  werkynjjc. 
So  llial  tliiike  ihin^  that  is  suf)i>;iunce, 
Ihil!.'.-  '^.iiiic  lie  i>«jwer,  and  reverence, 
.'tijil  II  ,»i>le«.-e,  and  niyrthe.  And  for  .suthe, 
ii-.ii  \il  allv:  ilii^c  ihinges  bea  alio  u  juinie 

■_,;■.    ••    /  ^//rr.M'j'M^-/-,  'niill.'l'..' 

',7. .  /'■■  .  '.  »i.  j»ri/«'. 

•Tj.  a/j,;  /l»  ..■•i//4',   '.lu^^i    cn>cnil<lc,'  at  the 


-.r.-.^.  :r.e:  r.e  hac  noi  wherbv  ihai  Ox 
n^jwcr.  !.<  pui  in  the  nombre  of  ihix^ 
:h^:  ough:ec  i<«n  required  or  desired.' 

'  r.  U  ichewyd.'  quod  I,  •  ne  herof  sui 
:hcr  r.t  man  douten.' 

'  The  '.hinges  thanne,'  quod  sche, '  ihit 
r.c  iiT.  r.or.e  goodis  whan  ihei  bendiTcrst 
.ir. :  whar.r.e  thei  b}-g\-nnen  10  beo  al  0 
:h:r.^.  ihanne  ben  thei  goodes  —  ^ 
c^'meth  ii  hem  nat  thanne  fay  the  getyi^ 
of  'jr.y:e  :ha:  :hei  ben  maked  goodes?' 

*  S-3  i;  semeth,'  quod  I. 

*  But  alle  thing  that  is  good/  quod 
«che.  'grauntestow  that  it  be  good  by 
\r.-2  '.onicijncioim  of  good,  or  no?* 

*  I  graunte  it.*  quod  I. 

'  Thanne  mustow  giaunteOv'  quod  sdv, 

*  Ia-  semblable  resoun  that  oon  and  good 
Le  o  same  thing  ;  [98;]  for  of  thii^es  d 
whiche  that  the  effect  nys  nat  naiurdy 
divers,  nodes  the  substaunce  moot  be  00 
same  thing.' 

'  I  ne  may  nat  dcnye  it,'  quod  I. 

*■  Hastow  nat  knowen  wel.*  quuii  sche, 

*  that  alle  thing  that  is  hath  so  loi^  hi» 
duellynge  and  his  substaunce  as  longe  a 
it  is  o*jn  ?  But  whanne  it  forlciiih  \c^ 
}>e  o<:>n,  it  moot  ncd}-s  dcien  and  coc- 
iunii>en  to  gidres?' 

*  In  whicho  manerc  ? '  quod  I. 

*■  Kyght  as  in  beestis,*  quod  scbc, 
'v^hanne  the  body  and  the  soule  ben 
oinii>yned  in  oon  and  dwellen  to  gidie, 
it  is  cle|xxl  a  beeste ;  and  whanne  her 
unytc  is  dcsir«.iyed  be  the  disseverauncc 
the  toon  fro  the  tothir,  thanne  scheweth 
it  wel  that  it  is  a  deed  thing,  and  that  it 
nys  no  lengerc  no  beeste.  [990]  .\nd  the 
liody  of  a  wyght,  while  it  duelleth  in  00 
fourmc  bo  coniunccion  of  membris,  it  i$ 
wel  !teyn  tliat  it  is  a  figure  of  mankyndc ; 
and  pf  the  {jartics  of  the  body  ben  st.^ 
dcvyded  and  disseverid  the  ton  fro  the 
'  toihcr  that  thei  destroyen  unite,  the 
.  body  forletith  to  ben  that  it  was  beforn. 
And  who  so  wolde  renne  in  the  same 

o3j{.  coHtrth  it  Afm,  *  leur  avicnt ' ;  cp.  46> 
tjii.  to i: iiirxi ,  at  once . 

990.  no  teestt,  a  beast. 

991.  JigMrtf/mankyHity  'bunuinc  fifun.' 
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lere  be  alle  thinges,  he  scholde  seen 
;  withouten  doute  every  thing  is  in 
substaunce  as  longe  as  it  is  oon  ;  and 
Lnne  it  forletith  to  ben  oon,  it  dyeth 
peryssheth.* 

Whanne  I  considere,'  quod  I,  *  manye 
iges,  I  se  noon  other.* 
Is  ther  any  thing  thanne,'  quod  sche, 
at,  in  as  moche  as  it  lyveth  naturely, 
:  forletith  the  talent  or  the  appetyt  of 
beynge  and  desireth  to  come  to  deth 
to  corrupcioun  ? '  [995] 
Yif  I  considere,*  quod  I,  *  the  beestes 
t  han  any  maner  nature  of  wyllynge 
of  nyllynge,  I  ne  fynde  no  beeste, 
if  it  be  constreyned  fro  withoute-forth 
t  forletith  or  despiseth  the  entencion  to 
:n  and  to  duren ;  or  that  wole,  his 
ikes,  hasten  hym  to  dyen.  For  every 
St  travaileth  hym  to  defende  and  kepe 
savacion  of  his  lif,  and  eschueth 
th  and  destruccioun.  But  certes  I 
te  me  of  herbes  and  of  trees  (that  is 
«yn,  that  I  am  in  a  doute  of  swiche 
Iges  as  herbes  or  trees),  that  ne  han 
elyng  soules  (ne  no  naturel  werkynges 
rynge  to  appetites  as  beestes  han), 
3ther  thei  han  appetyt  to  duellen  and 
luren.'  [1000] 

Certes,*  quod  sche,  *ne  therof  thar 
nat  doute.  Now  looke  upon  thise 
bes  and  thise  trees.  They  wexen  first 
luche  places  as  ben  covenable  to  hem, 
which  places  thei  mowen  nat  sone 
e  ne  dryen,  as  longe  as  hir  nature 
i  defenden  hem.  For  some  of  hem 
cen  in  feeldis,  and  some  in  mountaynes, 
I  othere  waxen  in  marcjrs,  and  othre 
ren  on  roches,  and  some  wexen  plenty- 
s  in  soondes  ;  and  yif  any  wyght  en- 
re  hym  to  here  hem  in-to  other  places, 
i  wexen  drye.  [1005]  For  nature 
eth  to  every  thing  that  that  is  con- 
ient  to  hym,  and  travailleth  that  they 
deie  nat,  as  longe  as  thei  han  power 
duellen  and  to  lyven.  What  wiltow 
a  of  this,  that  thei  drawen  alle  here 
ysschynges  by  here  rootes,  ryght  as  thei 
Iden  heremouthes  y-plounged  withynne 
997.  hit  ihmnJUsy  voluntarily. 


the  erthes,  and  sheden  be  hir  maryes  hir 
wode  and  hir  bark  ?  And  what  wyltow 
seyn  of  this,  that  thilke  thing  that  is  ryght 
softe,  as  the  marie  is,  that  it  is  alwcy  hyd 
in  the  seete  al  with-inne,  and  that  it  is 
defended  fro  withoute  by  the  stedfastnesse 
of  wode ;  and  that  the  outreste  bark  is 
put  ayens  the  distemperaunce  of  the 
hevene  as  a  deffendour  myghty  to  suffren 
harm?  And  thus  certes  maistow  wel 
seen  how  greet  is  the  diligence  of  nature  ; 
[1010]  for  alle  thinges  renovelen  and 
publysschen  hem  with  seed  y-multiplicd, 
ne  ther  nys  no  man  that  ne  woot  wel 
that  they  ne  ben  ryght  as  a  foundement 
and  edifice  for  to  duren,  noght  oonly  for 
a  tyme,  but  ryght  as  for  to  dure  perdur- 
ably  by  generacion.  And  the  thinges 
eek  that  men  wenen  ne  haven  none  soules, 
ne  desire  thei  nat  iche  of  hem  by  semblable 
resoun  to  kepyn  that  that  is  his  (that  is 
to  seyn,  that  is  accordynge  to  hir  nature 
in  conser\*acioun  of  hir  beynge  and  en- 
durynge)?  For  wherfore  ellis  bereth 
lightnesse  the  flaumbes  up,  and  the 
we3rghte  presseth  the  erthe  adoun,  but 
for  as  moche  as  thilke  places  and  thilke 
moevynges  ben  covenable  to  everyche  of 
hem  ?  And  for-sothe  every  thing  kepeth 
thilke  that  is  accordjmgc  and  propre  to 
hym,  ryght  as  thinges  that  ben  conlrari- 
ous  and  enemys  corrumpen  hem.  [1015] 
And  yet  the  harde  thinges,  as  stones, 
clyven  and  holden  here  parties  togidre 
ryght  faste  and  harde,  and  defenden  hem 
in  withstondynge  that  thei  ne  dej>arte  nat 
lyghtly  atwynne.  And  the  thinges  that 
ben  softe  and  fletynge,  as  is  watir  and 
eyr,  thei  departen  lyghtly  and  yeven 
place  to  hem  that  breken  or  divyden 
hem ;  but  natheles  they  retome  sone 
ageyn  into  the  same  thinges  fro  whenncs 
thei   ben  arraced ;    but  fyer  fleeth   and 

I007.  shiden ;  perhaps  sheden  should  be  i/rr- 
den^  'cspandcnt. 

IC08.  Cs  A3  H  Cx.  thai  is  ahve^. 

iota  tnvghty^^  etc.,  Aq.  'patiens  mali,  i.e. 
potens  mala  sustinere.' 

ton.  renovelen  and  publysschen^  *  renouvel- 
lent'  and  ' propagentur. 

1012.  C2  is  hirs,  possibly  right ;  cp.  Fr.  '  leur,' 
and  pronouns  of  following  gloss. 
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rcfusoth  alle  dyvisioun.  I  Irete  not  now 
here  of  willeful  moe\7nges  of  the  soule 
that  is  knowyng,  but  of  the  naturel  en- 
tencioun  ui  ihinges,  as  thus  :  [loao]  ryght 
as  we  swolwcn  the  mete  that  that  we 
rcsseyven  and  ne  thinke  nat  on  it,  and 
as  we  drawen  our  breeth  in  slep)mge 
that  we  witen  it  nat  while  we  slepyn. 
P'or  certes  in  the  beestis  the  love  of  hire 
lyvyngcs  ne  of  hire  beynges  ne  cometh 
not  of  the  wilnynges  of  the  soule,  but  of 
the  bygynnynges  of  nature.  For  certes, 
thurw  const  reynynge  causes,  wil  desireth 
and  embraceth  ful  ofte  tyme  the  deeth 
that  nature  dredcth.  (That  is  to  seyn  as 
thus  :  thiit  a  man  may  be  constre>-ned  so, 
by  Sfjm  cause,  that  his  wille  desireth  and 
taketh  the  deeth  whiche  that  nature 
hateth  and  dredeth  ful  sore.)  And  som- 
tyme  we  seen  the  contrarye,  as  thus : 
that  the  wil  of  a  wyght  distourbeth  and 
constreynclh  that  that  nature  desireth  and 
re<|uirith  alwey,  that  is  to  seyn  the  wcrk 
(jf  generacioun,  by  whiche  generacioun 
only  ducllcih  and  is  susteyned  the  longe 
durablete  of  mortel  thinges.  [1025]  And 
tluis  this  charite  and  this  love,  that  every 
thing  hath  to  hym-self,  ne  cometh  not  of 
the  mocv)'nge  of  the  soule,  but  of  the 
entencioun  of  nature.  For  the  purveaunce 
of  god  hath  ycven  to  thinges  that  ben 
crcat  of  hym  this,  that  is  a  ful  grete 
cause  to  lyven  and  to  duren,  for  whiche 
they  desiren  naturely  here  lif  as  longe  as 
evere  thei  mowen.  For  which  thou 
mayst  not  drede  Ixi  no  manere  that  alle 
the  thinges  that  Ixin  any  where,  that  thei 
ne  re(iuiren  naturely  the  ferme  stablenesse 
cjf  |x?rdurable  duell)Tige,  and  eck  the 
eschuynge  of  destruccioun.* 

*  Now  confesse  I  wel,*  quod  I,  *  that  y 
see  wel  now  certeynly  withoutcn  doutes 
the  thinges  that  whilom  semeden  uncer- 
teyn  to  nie.* 

*  Hut,'  qu(Hl  sche,  *  thilke  thing  that 
desiretli  to  l>e  and  to  ducllc  j)erdurably, 
he  desireth  to  l>en  oon.  [1030]     For  yif 


10^5.  by  n'hichf^  etc.,  i.e.  l»y  which  the  per- 
manency ufnic^rtal  ihingR  is  maintained. 


that  oon  were  destrc^red  certes  be)-Qce 
schulde  ther  noon  duelien  to  00  vjghL* 

<  That  b  sooth,'  quod  L 

'Thanne,'  quod  sche,  *  desiren  alk 
thinges  oon.* 

*  I  assente,*  quod  I. 

'And   I   have  sdiewed,'  quod  sdie, 

*  that  thilke  same  oon  is  thilke  that  is 
good.* 

*  Ye  forsothe,*  quod  I. 

*A]le    thinges    thanne,'    quod    sdie» 

*  requiren  good ;  and  thilke  good  tbow 
mayst  descryven  ryght  thus :  good  is  thilk 
thing  that  every  wyght  desireth.'  [1035) 

'Ther  ne  may  be  thought,'  quod  I, 
'no  more  verraye  thing.  For  eyther 
alle  thinges  ben  referrid  and  brought  to 
noght,  and  floteren  withoutcn  govemoor, 
despoyled  of  oon  as  of  hire  propre  heued; 
or  elles,  yif  ther  be  any  thing  to  whidie 
that  alle  thinges  tenden  and  hyen  to,  that 
thing  muste  ben  the  sovercyn  good  of 
alle  goodes.' 

Thanne  seide  sche  thus:  *0  my  noiy,' 
quod  sche,  '  I  have  greet  gladnesse  of 
the,  for  thow  hast  fycched  in  thyn  herte 
the  myddel  sothfastnesse,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  pr>'kke.  But  this  thing  hath  ben 
discovcryd  to  the  in  that  thow  seydest 
that  thow  wisteth  not  a  litel  her  byfom.* 

*  WTiat  was  that  ?  *  quod  I. 

'That  thou  ne  wistest  nog;ht,*  quod 
sche,  'whiche  was  the  ende  of  thinges. 
[1040]  And  certes  that  is  the  th)*ng  that 
every  w)*ght  desireth  ;  and  for  as  mochel 
as  wc  han  gadrid  and  comprehendid  that 
good  is  thilke  thing  that  is  desired  of 
alle,  thanne  mote  we  nedys  confessen 
that  good  is  the  fyn  of  alle  thinges. 

^  Qui squis  profunda.'* — Met  mm  II 

Whoso  that  sekcth  sooth  by  a  deep 
thought,  and  cove)'teth  not  to  Ixin  dis- 
seyvid  by  no  mys-wej'es,  lat  h)nn  rollen 

1036.  oon^  unity. 

1 03  7.  the  tnyddel  sothjTastnesUt  '  me<lix  vrri- 
tatis  notam.'    The  gloss  U  due  to  note  in  Aq. 

1039.  But  this  thinjg;  should  be  But  in  thit 
thing,  and  in  that  should  be  that  that  to  give 
sense  of  I^tin  and  French. 

1042.  mis-weyest  bypaths. 
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enden  withynne  hymself  the  lyght 

ynwarde   sighte ;    and    let    hym 

n  ayein,  enclynynge  in-to  a  com- 

2  longe  moevynges  of  his  thoughtes ; 

t   hym  techyn  his  corage  that  he 

nclosid  and  hid  in  his  tresors,  al 

2  compasseth  or  secheth  fro  with- 

And  thanne  thilke  thing,  that  the 

cloude   of  errour    whilom   hadde 

ed,  schal  lighte  more  clerly  than 

;     hymself    ne     schyneth.      [1045] 

Who  so  wol  seke  the  depe  ground 

1  in  his  thought,  and  wil  nat  ben 

id  by  false  proposicouns  that  goon 

0  the  trouthe,  lat  hym  wel  examine 
lie  withynne  hym-self  the  nature 
e  propretes  of  the  thing  ; '  and  let 
t  eft  soncs  examine  and  rollen  his 
les  by  goo<l  deliberacion  or  that  he 
and  lat  hym  techyn  his  soule  that 
,  by  naturel  principles  kjmdeliche 
ith-ynne  it-self,  al  the  trouthe  the 
ymagineth  to  ben  in  thinges  with- 
And  thanne  al  the  derknesse  of 
sknowynge  shall  seen  more  evy- 
to  the  sighte  of  his  undirstond- 
lan  the  sonne  ne  semeth  to  the 
.vithoute-forth. )  [1050]  For  certes 
>dy,  bryngynge  the  weighte  of 
(igc,  ne  hath  nat  chased  out  of 
lought  al  the  cleernesse  of  your 
ig ;  for  certeynli  the  seed  of  soth 

1  and  clyveth  within  yowr  corage, 
is  a -waked  and  excited  by  the 
and  by  the  blastes  of  doctrine. 

herfore   elles   demen   ye  of  your 

Hil    the   ryghtes,    whan   ye   ben 

tut   if  so  were  that  the  nor)rssch- 

of  resoun  ne   lyvede  y-plounged 

depe   of  your   herte?     (This  to 

ow  schulde  men  deme  the  sothe 

thing  that  wer  axid,  yif  ther  nere 

of   sothfastnesse    that    were    y- 

id  and  hyd  in   the  naturel  prin- 

the   whiche  sothfastnesse   Ijrvede 

the    depnesse   of    the    thought  ?) 

it  so  be  that  the  Muse  and  the 


Hen  (B  has  hi)  seems  to  mean  '  appear ' ; 
'nd  0/  G.  ly.  156,  Gen.  and  Ex.  1923 


doctrine  of  Plato  syngeth  soth,  al  that 
every  wyght  leemeth,  he  ne  doth  no 
thing  elles  thanne  but  recordeth,  as  men 
recorden  thinges  that  ben  foryeten.'  [1055] 

*  Tunc  ego  Platoni  inquatn.  * — Prosa  1 2 

Thanne  seide  I  thus :  *  I  accorde  me 
gretly  to  Plato,  for  thou  recordist  and 
remembrist  me  thise  thinges  yet  the 
seconde  tyme ;  that  is  to  seye,  first 
whan  I  loste  my  memorie  be  the  con- 
tagious coniunccioun  of  the  body  with 
the  soule,  and  eftsones  aftirward,  whan 
y  lost  it  confounded  by  the  charge  and 
be  the  burdene  of  my  sorwe.* 

And  thanne  seide  sche  thus :  *  Yif 
thow  loke,*  quod  sche,  *  first  the  thynges 
that  thou  hast  graunted,  it  ne  schal  nat 
ben  ryght  fer  that  thow  ne  schalt  remem- 
bren  thilke  thinges  that  thou  seidest  that 
thou  nystist  nat.* 

*  What  thing  ? '  quod  I. 

*  By  whiche  govemement,*  quod  sche, 
'  that  this  world  is  governed.* 

*  Me  remembreth  it  wel,'  quod  I  ; 
*and  I  confesse  wel  that  I  ne  wyste  it 
nat.  [1060]  But  al  be  it  so  that  I  see  now 
from  afer  what  thou  purposist,  algates  I 
desire  yit  to  herknen  it  of  the  more 
pleynly.* 

*Thou  ne  wendest  nat,*  quod  sche, 
*  a  litel  here  byfom,  that  men  schulde 
doute  that  this  world  nys  governed  by 
god.* 

*  Certes,*  quod  I,  *  ne  yet  ne  doute 
I  it  naught,  ne  I  nyl  nevere  wene  that 
it  were  to  doute  *  (as  who  seith,  *  but 
I  woot  wel  that  god  gouvemeth  this 
world ') ;  *and  I  schal  schortly  answeren 
the  be  what  resouns  I  am  brought  to  this. 
This  world,*  quod  I,  *  of  so  manyc 
and  diverse  and  contraryous  parties, 
ne  myghte  nevere  han  ben  assembled  in 
o  forme,  but  yif  ther  ne  were  oon  that 
conioyned  so  manye  diverse  thinges  ; 
[1065]   and    the   same   diversite   of  here 

1058.  it  ne  schal  nat^  etc.,  i.e.  thou  shalt  not 
be  far  from  remembering. 

1064.  anstveren,  *  exponam  * ;  Fr.  '  espondrai, 
read  as  respondrai. 
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at  so  discorden  the  toa  fto 
.t  other,  mDsl  depnrten  and  uniojnen 
E  thinges  that  ben  eonioynid,  yif  ther 
'Cie  oon  thut  contenyde  that  he  hath 
aynid  and  yboundcn.  Ne  the  certein 
'Udre  of  nature  schulde  not  brynge  forth 
so  ordene  roocvytiEes  by  places,  by  lytnes, 
by  doynges,  by  spitccs,  by  ejualilcs,  yif 
ther  ne  were  on,  that  were  ay  stcdfaate 
<iucllynge,  that  ordeynide  and  dispooyde 
thiso  diversites  of  moevynges.  And 
ihiike  thing,  whit-so-evere  it  be,  by 
whiche  that  nllc  thinges  ben  y-maked  and 
I-lad,  y   depc  hym   "god,"  that    is   a 

Krtil  that  u  used  to  alle  folk.'  [1070] 
Thnnne  seidc  sche  :  '  Syn  thou  feclist 
IE  Ihisc  thinges,'  qood  sche,  '  I  Irnwe 
K  I  have  litel  more  to  done  that  thou, 
rghty  of  welefulnesse,  hool  and  sound, 
ne  see  eflsones  thi  contrc. 

'  Bui  let  us  loken  the  Ihinces  that  we 
ban  purposed  herc-byfiim.  "Have  I 
nal  nombrid  and  seld,'  quod  sche,  '  that 
^pffisiunce  is  in  blisfulncase  ?  and  we  hiin 
borded  that  god  is  Ihiike  same  blisful- 
ine?' 

'  Yis  forsothe,'  quod  I. 
'And  that  to  govcmen  this  world," 
d  sche,  '  ne  sehal  he  never*  han  ncde 
loon  help  fro  with-oute  ?     Kor  elles, 
f  he  hadde   nedc  of  any  help,  he  ne 
diulde  nnt  have  no  hil  sunUauncc?'  [iqts] 
'  'Vys  thus  il  moot  nedes  be,"  quod  I. 
I 'Thanne   ordeyneth   he   l>e   hym-*elf 
ionc  alle  Ihingcs  ? '  quod  sche. 
'■*  That  may  noghl  ben  denycd,'  quod  I. 
■'  And  I  have  schewyd  that  god  is  the 

It  remeinbrclh  me  wel,'  quoil  I. 
.1'  Thanne  otdcigneth  he  alle  thinges  by 
Uke  Rood,'  quod  sehc,  's)'n  he,  whiche 
'  tt  we  ban  accordid  to  ben  good. 
Ifemeth  allc  thinges  by  hym-svIC;  and 
0  ke}-c  and  a  slyerc,  liy  whiche 


,   AV  tlu  crrltim.  ■ 


\c.  •hould  I. 


'  cIbviu  '  trtvi  «  '  i 


lliat  the  edifice  of  (his  worU  i- 
stable  and  wilbouten  corrumpyncr  ; 

'  1  accoide  me  greet)/,'  i^nod  I. 
I  apercejnrede  a  lilil  here  byfotn  ilui 
woldest  seyn  thus,  al  be  Jl  sd  thai  a 
by  n  thynne  nispecioun.*  [n*.] 

'  I  trowe  il  wel,"  qood  sche  ; 
as  I  Irowe,  thuii  ledist  now  more  en! 
Itchc  thyn  oyen  lo  loken  the  ^ 
goodes.  But  nalhcles  the  lhll^i; 
I  schal  telle  the  yet  nc  scheweih  not 
to  lokcn.' 

■What  is  thai?'  quod  I. 

'So  as  men  trowcn,'  qu^vl  «hf, 
that  ryghtfiilly,  Ihal  goil  u.^Vfrn^i! 
■hinges  by  the  keyc  of  his  c-'-i'.-i'  - 
alle  Lhise  same  ihii^es.  9.'  T  h  <\. 
the,  hasten  hem  by  wilMifl  i!ir.  i,  ■.. 
come    lo    good,    ther  nc    m.i 

douten  thot  Ihci  ne  ben  C'l' :  i 

lariely,  and  that  Ihey  ne  .  .1  >  ■'■  . 
(if  here  owene  wU  to  iIil  "I  I 
ordeynour,  as  thei  thai  '".  1  l:,.(. 
and  enclynynge  to  here  (pvcnju. 
here  kyng." 

'  It  moot  ncdes  be  so,"  quod  1, 
the  reame  nc  schulde  nai  ftcmi'  M:  ; 
Iher   were   a  yok   of   nii- 
diverse  parties,  ne  the  sn', 
Ihyi^es  ne  schulde  lial  I  < 

•Thanne  b  ther  no  idii 
'that   kcpjih   his  naiui 
hym  (o  gon  aycn  god.' 

'  No,'  quod  I. 

'  Anil  yif  thai  any  Ihing  a 
to  withstonde  god,  injghte  it  awT*** 
ihc  laslcayenshym  Ihai  we  han  gmi"' 
to  ben  almyghly  he  ihe  tyght  nf  1  1 
nessc?' 

•Certes,"   quod    I,    •  al   oulrx^lj   ■- 
myghte  nat  avaylcn  hym.' 

'  Thanne  is  ther  no  thing,'  quod  ih 
'  that  either  wole  or  mai     ■-■  •     ■ 

I  his  lovereyn  good.' 

'  I  trow  nat,"  quod  I. 

'  Thanne  is  thilke  the  ft 

loSj!  yi/  llHf'w    .. _ 
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[uud  sche,  *that  aile  thinges  governeth 
Irongly  and  ordeyneth  hem  softly  ? '  [1090] 
Thanne  seide  I  thus :  *  I  delite  me,' 
|Uod  I,  *nat  oonly  in  the  eendes  or 
n  the  somme  of  resouns  that  thou 
last  concluded  and  proved,  but  thilke 
i^oordes  that  thou  usest  deliten  me  moche 
nore.  So  that,  at  the  lastc,  foolis  that 
iomtyme  reenden  grete  thinges  oughten 
^en  asschamid  of  hem-self.*  (That  is  to 
ieyn,  that  we  foolis  that  reprehenden 
Mrikkidly  the  thinges  that  touchin  godis 
^overnaunce,  we  aughten  ben  asschamid 
of  our -self;  as  I,  that  seide  that  god 
refuseth  oonly  the  werkis  of  men  and  ne 
entremittith  nat  of  it.) 

*  Thow  hast  wel  herd,'  quod  sche,  *  the 
fiibles  of  the  poetis,  how  the  geaunttis 
assaileden  hevenc  with  the  goddis,  but 
for  -  sothe  the  debonayre  force  of  god 
disposide  hem  as  it  was  worthy  (that  is  to 
scy,  destroyden  the  geauntes,  as  it  was 
worthy.)  [1095]  But  wiltow  that  we 
ioynen  to-gidres  thilke  same  resouns, 
for  paraventure  of  swiche  coniunccioun 
may  sterten  up  som  fair  sparcle  of  soth  ? ' 

*  Do,'  quod  I,  *as  the  list.' 

*  Wenestow,*  quod  sche,  *  that  god  ne 
be  almyghty? — No  man  is  in  doute  of 
it?' 

*  Certes,*  quod  I,  *  no  wyght  ne  douteth 
it,  yif  he  l)e  in  his  mynde.' 

'  But  he,'  quod  sche,  *  that  is  almyghti 
— ther  nys  no  thyng  that  he  ne  may  ? ' 

*  That  is  sooth,'  quod  I. 

*  May  god  don  evel  ? '  quod  sche. 

*  Nay  for-sothe,'  quod  I. 

*  Thanne  is  evel  no  thing,'  quod  sche, 

*  s>ii  that  he  ne  may  not  don  evel,  that  mai 
doon  alle  thinges.'  [noo] 

*  Scornestow  me,'  quod  I, — (or  elles, 

*  Pleyestow  or  disseyvistow  me,') — *  that 
hast  so  wowen  me  with  thi  resouns  the 
hous  of  Didalus,  so  entrelaced  that  it  is 
unable  to  ben  unlaced — thow  that  other- 

1091.  H  Cx.  A2  the  rgsouns;  Q\  the  inserted 
later  (?)• 

1095.  with  tkt  goddis^  against  the  gods.  Prob- 
ably due  to  misiiadiog  '  ou  les  dieux '  as  '  aux 
diex.' 

iiox.  Didalut,  Dedalus. 


while  entrist  ther  thow  issist,  and  other 
while  issest  ther  thow  entrest  ?  Ne 
fooldist  thou  nat  to-gidre  (by  replicacioun 
of  wordes)  a  manere  wondirful  cercle  or 
envirounynge  of  the  simplicite  devyne? 
For  certes  a  litel  here  byforne,  whanne 
thou  bygunne  at  blisfulnesse,  thou  seidest 
that  it  is  sovereyn  good,  and  seidest  that 
it  is  set  in  sovere3m  god ;  and  seidest 
that  god  hym-self  b  sovereyn  good,  and 
that  good  is  the  ful  blisfuln'esse ;  [1x05] 
for  whiche  thou  yave  me  as  a  covenable 
yifte,  that  is  to  seyn,  that  no  wyght  is 
blisful,  but  yif  he  be  god  also  ther-with. 
And  seidest  eke  that  the  forme  of  good  is 
the  substaunce  of  god  and  of  blisfulnesse  ; 
and  seidest  that  thilke  same  oon  is  thilke 
same  good  that  is  required  and  desired 
of  al  the  kynde  of  thinges.  And  thou 
provedest  in  disputynge  that  god  govern- 
eth alle  the  thinges  of  the  world  by  the 
govemementis  of  bounte ;  and  seidest 
that  alle  thinges  wolen  obeyen  to  hym ; 
and  seidest  that  the  nature  of  yvel  nys 
no  thing.  And  thise  thinges  schewedest 
thou,  naught  with  noone  resouns  y-taken 
fro  withouten,  [mo]  but  by  proeves 
in  cercles  and  homliche  knowcn,  the 
whiche  proeves  drawen  to  hem-self  hcer 
feyth  and  here  accord  everiche  of  hem  of 
othir.' 

Thanne  seide  sche  thus  :  *  I  ne  scorne 
the  nat;  ne  pleie,  ne  disceyve  the  ;  but  I 
have  sche  wed  the  the  thing  that  is  grettcst 
over  alle  thinges,  by  the  yifte  of  god  that 
we  whilome  prayeden.  For  this  is  the 
forme  of  the  devyne  substaunce,  that  is 
swiche  that  it  ne  slideth  nat  in-to  uttreste 
foreyne  thinges,  ne  ne  resceyveth  noone 
straunge  thinges  in  hym ;  but  r)'ght  as 
Parmanydes  seide  in  Greec  of  thilke 
de\7ne  substaunce — he  seide  thus :  that 
thilke    devyne    substaunce    tomith    the 


Z106.  ax,  as  it  were. 

X106.  covenable  yi/le^  probably  misreadirig  of 
'  coronable  don '  (correlanum). 

ixxr.  proeves  in  cercles^  etc., '  insitis  et  domes- 
ticis  probationibus ' :  in  cercles  is  due  to  gloss  on 
insitts  in  Aq.,  and  known  to^  Fr.  'conneus* 
(?  conseus)  translating  '  domesticLs.' 

II 15.  Parmanydes y  Pannenides. 
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VI  ,i\'\  A, A  ;:>'.'  iificvablc  ccrcle  of  thinges,  '  teche  h\in,  and  he  commoevdc  the  hdk. 

v.:ii::  'x.W'rJ:  ilcvync  sul/siaunce  kepiih  il-  j  and   requjTcd  and    Insoughte   b)-  swett 

T<.-if  wiihou'-cii  iiuic\->nge.  [ms]     (That  is  i  preyere  the  lordes  of  soules.  in  hdk  oi 

i'»  s'.:yri  thai  it  nt-  nr^Krvcth  ncverc  mo,  and  I  reless\-nge  (that  is  to  seyn,  to  yeldeahjxi 


)*.'t  it  mocvcih  allc  01  here  thinge>. )  But 
nathtk-^.  yif  I  have  blyred  rcs^^uns  that 
\yii\  nat  taken  from  wiihoutcn  the  compas 
<»r  the  thin^  nf  whiche  we  trelen,  but 
re.s'nm'i  that  lx;n  by^lowyd  uithinne  that 
comjuis,  th'-T  nys  nat  why  that  thou 
"•'"huldcil  nierveillen,  silh  thow  hast 
lerrivd  bv  tiic  'Sentence  of  F'lato  that  nedes 
the  worMi^  ni'^ot  nedes  Ix;  cos)'nes  to  the 
ihing'.o  of  \\hiche  thei  spekeiL 


*  it.  iix  t/iti  pot  nit. ' —  M  et  rum  1 2 

IJIi-fdl  i^  that  man  that  may  >een  the 
riere  wcIIc  «if  JJJ<>»<1  I 
mai  unbyn'l'.n  hym  fro  the  lx>ondes  of 
the  bevy  erllie  I  The  pK:te  <»f  Trace 
(Orphcu^),  til  at  whil«»me  hadde  ryght 
greet  sorwe  ft>r  the  d^.th  of  his  wyf,  aftir 
that  he  liad'le  makid  by  his  weeply 
so^;:^•:^  the  wo'Il-s  iiiocvable  to  renne, 
[iijv.]  aii'l  li.iiMe  makid  the  ryveris  to 
stoiiden  slille,  and  liadde  maked  the 
herte>»  and  the  liyndi's  t*^)  joynen  <lreedles 
here  sydes  to  cruel  lyouns  I  fur  to  herknen 
hi«^  S'»n;;),  and  hadde  maked  that  the 
hare  wa^s  n.it  a^asi  <>(  the  hound,  whiche 
wa'.  j)l'.-scd  by  his  son^; ;  so,  whanne  the 
mu-te  ardaant  love  of  hi>  wif  brende  the 
«iitrayle.<.  nf  his  breest,  ne  the  sondes  that 
had<kn  ovcrci mien  alle  ihinges  ne  mighlen 
hat  avswagen  hir  lord  (Orpheus).  He 
|'leyni<l  hyiii  of  the  hevene  g«Kldis  that 
ueren  cruel  !•»  hym.  He  wente  hym  to 
the  houvj.>  <i(  helle,  and  iher  he  tempride 
hi-i  blaundy-M:hinge  songes  by  resoun)'nge 
>trLn^es,  [ru:.]  and  s|xik  and  song  in 
Nvej.ynj^e  al  that  evere  he  hadde  resceyved 
and  l.ivyd  iuu  of  the  noble  welles  of  his 
m<idir  (CallytjjH.-),  the  go<lde>se.  And  he 
son^.  with  as  mochel  as  he  myghtc  of 
w.  j)yn^.;,  and  with  as  nu>cheas  love,  that 
cl*.»ublide  hi>sorwe,  myghte  yeve  hym  and 


his  wyi).     Cerberus,  the  porter  of  hdk, 
nith  hise  thre  hevedes  mos  caught  and  1! 
ahasschid  for  the  newe  song.     And  tbe 
thre  goddesses,  fiiriis  and  vengere>s«<  0: 
fclonyes,  that  tonnenten  and  agasten  \he 
soules  by  anoy,  woxen  sorweful  and  S'.mt, 
and  wepyn    teens   for    pite.       Tho  viS 
nat  the  hevcd  of  Ixion  y-tomiented  br 
the   overthrowynge  wheel.       [1130]  .\jvi 
Tantalus,    that    was    destroied    by   tbe 
woodnesse  of  long  thurst,  desp)iseth  tbe 
floodes  to  dr)'nken.     The  foul  that  higfatt 
voltor,  that  etith  the  stomak  or  the  gjrser 
of  Tycius,  is  so  fulfild  of  his  song  that  t 
Blisful  Is  he  that  i  "*^  ^^^^  ^*^  ^^^  ™*  more.     At  the  hstc 


1 1 17.  itvirJ,   '  a;;itavimus.' 

I  I.J.  Hf  the  f.>tt:y\,  not  even  the  !>ongs. 

I  »^;,.  iui-yii,   '  |.ui'>ic/ 


the  lord  and  juge  of  soules  was  moend 
tr>  misericordes,  and  crj-ede :  "We  bffl 
overcomen,"   quod   he ;     '*  )*e\'e  wc  to 
Orpheus  his  wif  to  beren  hym  c»mpaignye; 
he  hath  wcl  y-bought  hire  b)-  his  fSiire 
song  and  his  ditee.  [1135]     But  we  wolo 
puttcn  a  lawe  in  this  and  covenaunt  in 
the  yific ;  that  is  to  se}'n  that,  til  he  le 
out  of  helle,  yif  he  loke  byh>-nde  h)iri, 
that  his  wyf  schal  comen  ageyn  unto  us." 
But  what  is  he  that  may  yevcn  a  bwe  to 
loverys  ?     Lin-e  is  a  grettere  lawe  and  1 
strengere    to   hymself  (thannc  any  la«e 
that  men  mai  yyven).      Alias !   whanne 
Or])heus  and  his  wyf  weren  nlmest  at  the 
termes  of  the  nyght  (that  is  to  se}ii,  at 
the    laste    boundes   of    helle),     Orpheus 
lokede  abak^^-ard  on  £rud}*ce  his  wif,  and 
lost   hire,    and   was   deed.       This   iable 
ajXfrtenith    to   yow   alle,    who  so   everc 
desireth  or  seketh  to  Icde  his  thought  in- 
to the  sovereyn  day  (that  is  to  sc}'n,  in-to 
cleernesse  of  soverc)'n  good).  [1140]     F«^ 
who  so  that  evere  be  so  o\'crcomen  that 
he  ficche  his  eien  in-io  the  put  of  hellc 
(that  is  to  seyn,  who  so  sette  his  thoughtes 
in  ertlily  thinges),  al  that  everc  he  hath 
draw  en  of  the  noble  good   celestial  he 

117').  by  atwyy  rather  aneycus  wuUs^  'sOBteii.' 

IZ36.  ccntfutuni^  '  covenances.' 

1 137.  tnen  wai  jnnfn,  one  may  gi%*e. 

1 139.  and  VMU  deed,  and  she  was  dead. 
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im  fhUosophia  i/ij;uitii/i  vu//ns.' — 

line  Philosophii;  hailrle  songcn 
md  (lelilnbly  Ihe  forseide  thingCS 
e  the  (lij^yle  of  hir  cheere  and 
yghte  of  hit  wordcs,   I,  thanne, 

hadile  nat  al  ouliely  roryclen  (he 
:e  Dnd  ihe  moomynge  thnl  was 
lyn  herle,  r<ir-bi»k  the  eniendoun 
[hal  entendede  yit  tu  seyn  some 

hinycs.  '  O,'  quod  I,  '  Ihciu  that 
tressc  u!  vcrray  light,  ihe  thingcs 
m  hast  seid  mc  hidii-to  ben  to 

deer  and  so  Bchewynge  by  Ihe 
looltyt^e  of  hem,  and  liy  thy 
that  they  ne  mowcn   nnt   Iwn 

len.  [114.0   And  Ihilke  thingcs  that 

de^l  Die,  a)  be  il  so  that  1  hodde 

foryelen  hem  for  tlie  sorwe  of  the 

Lhal   halh   ben  don 


Ihei 


al  o 


Bui  thiii  same  is  namely 
grele  cause  of  my  sonvc  ;  that 
e  governuur  oF  (hinges  la  good, 

the  eveles  mowen  ben  \iy  any 
r  ctles  yif  Ihat  evelis  passen  with- 
jDysschyngc.  The  whiche  Ihii^ 
iw  u'onhy  it  is  to  ben  wondrid 
hiiu  consideresl  il  wel  th[-selvc 
.  But  yit  to  this  thing  thcr  is 
ler  thing  I-ioyned  more  to  ben 

uiipon :  [tija]  for  felonye  is 
;,  and  floureth  fill  of  richesses, 
u  is  nat  al  oonly  wilhouten 
ml  it  is  cast  undii  and  fortiodcD 
:  feel  of  felonous  folk,  and   it 


■143-1165 


abyelh  Ihi:  lonncntes  in  sledc  of  wikkide 
felouns.  Of  alle  whiche  Ihinges  ther  nys 
no  wyghl  lhal  may  mcrveillen  y-nowglic, 
111.'  eompleyne  thai  swiche  thinges  ben 
duti  in  Ihe  leignc  uf  god,  that  a]le  thinges 
wool  and  alle  Ihinges  may  and  oe  wole 
nat  Init  oonly  gode  ihinges.' 

Thanne  scide  sche  thus :  '  Certcs.' 
quod  sche,  ■  ihat  were  a  gleel  nierveillc 
and  aliaysschingc  wilhoulen  ende,  anil 
wel  more  horrible  Ihan  alle  monslres,  yif 
il  were  as  thou  wenesl ;  l>at  is  to  seyn, 
Ihiit  in  the  ryght  ordene  hous  of  m> 
mochel  a  fadir  and  an  oidcynour  of 
meync,  that  the  t'esselis  that  ben  foille 
aad  vyi  schulden  ben  honoured  and 
heryed,  and  ihe  precious  vesselis  schulden 
ben  defouled  and  vyI.  [njs]  But  it  nyi 
nat  so.  For  yif  the  ihinges  lhal  I  have 
cuncludid  a  lilel  here  hyfom  ben  kept 
hoolc  and  unaiaced,  Ihou  scbalt  wel 
knowe  by  Ihe  aucloriie  of  gad,  of  the 
whos  icgne  1  speke,  lhal  cerles  the  gode 
folk  ben  alwey  m^hCy  and  schrcwes  ben 
nlwey  outcast  and  fcble;  nc  the  vices 
ben  nevere  mo  with-oulen  peyne,  ne  Ihe 
verlus  ben  nat  withoulen  mede  1  and 
thai  bltsfblnesses  Comen  alwey  to  good 
folk,  and  infortune  comilh  alwey  lo 
wykkide  folk,  [nfe]  And  Ihou  scbalt 
wel  knowe  manye  Ihinges  of  Ihis  kynde, 
lhal  schullen  cescn  ihi  pleynlis  and 
strengthen  ihe  with  sledfaslc  sadncssc. 
And  for  ihou  hast  seyn  Ihe  forme  of  the 
verray  hlisfiilnesse  by  me  that  have 
whilom  y-schcwid  il  the,  and  Ihow  hast 
knowen  in  whom  blisfulnesse  is  y-sel, 
alle  thingis  y-treled  Ihat  1  trowe  ben 
nccessaric  lo  pullen  forth,  I  schal  schew« 
the  the  M'cyc  lhal  schal  biyngen  the 
ayen  unto  Ihyn  hous  :  and  I  schal  lyethen 
fetherb  in  ihi  thought,  by  whiehe  it  mat 
oreLsen  in  heighte ;  so  that,  alle  uibu- 
lacioun  I-don  awcy,  ihow,  by  my  gyding 
and  by  my  path  and  by  my  sledys,  shall 
mowen  ictoume  hool  and  sownd  in-lo 
tbiconlree.  [..flj] 

II ji.  at^tli  lAi  lermtnttt,  '  lUpplida  luil.' 

i.dy!y*f*/n:.,'*ing..._   ■       _ 
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•  Sunt  etettim  pcnnc  volucres  michi," — 
Melnim  i 

*  I  h;i\  o,  for-lhi,  swiflc  fctheris  that 
surmountcn  the  heighte  of  the  hevene. 
Whanne  the  swiftc  thoght  hath  clothid 
ii-self  in  iho  fctheris,  it  dospiseth  the 
hateful  erlhes,  and  surmountelh  the 
rowndenrssc  of  the  gret  ayr  ;  and  it  seth 
the  clowdcs  byhyndc  his  bak,  and 
passelh  I  lie  heighte  of  the  regioim  of  the 
iir,  that  esrliiiufelh  by  the  swifle  nuxrv- 
yngc  «.if  ihe  rtrniament,  til  that  he  ar)-soth 
hym  in -to  the  houses  that  bcren  the 
stcrres,  and  ioyneth  his  weies  with  the 
v>nne,  rheb\i«i,  and  felawschiix.'th  the 
wcie  rif  the  oldc  colde  Salurnus  ;  and  he, 
I  inaked  a  knyght  of  the  clere  slcrre 
(that  is  to  seyn,  whan  the  thought  is 
makid  g'Kljs  knyght  by  the  sekynge  of 
rlccr  tr«)iithc  to  comen  to  the  verray 
knowlcchc  of  g'nl)  [1170]  — an<l  ihilkc 
soule  rcnncth  by  cerclc  of  the  stcrres  in 
alK:  the  phi«:c«>  there  a»  the  schynnynge 
ny^ht  is  y-paintc<l  (that  is  to  .sey,  the 
nyghl  that  is  clfmdeles ;  for  on  nyghtes 
that  Ixrn  cloudeles  it  seineth  as  the 
hevene  were  jx-ynted  with  diverse  ymages 
of  sterres).  And  whan  the  thought  hath 
<lon  there  I-noghe,  he  schal  forleten  the 
la^te  hevene,  and  he  schal  j^resNen  and 
v\en«len  on  the  bak  of  the  swifte  firma- 
ment, and  he  schal  l)e  makid  |urfit  of  the 
uor.scliipful  lyght  of  gcnl.  There  halt 
the  lord  of  kynges  the  septre  of  his  myght 
and  a-temprilh  the  governementes  of  the 
world,  [1175]  and  the  schynynge  juge  of 
thinge>,  stable  in  hym-self,  governeth  the 
swifte  wayn  (that  is  to  seyn,  the  circuler 
m«>evyn};e  of  the  sonne).  And  yif  thi 
wcy  le'leth  llie  ayein  Sf)  that  thou  l>e 
broiiL^ht  ihider,  ihanne  willow  seye  that 
that  is  the  contre  that  thou  rcquercst,  of 

1 1  C'j.  yT' /•-.'//''.  C!'j  Ai  /orsothe. 

116?.  rtolciiiy's  syNteni  of  the  universe  is  here 
referred  to. 

1 169.  ('1  A-j  Cx.  WW  omit  hym ;  \-\  kir  {soule 
is  n:(ire>eiiteil  by  the  fciiiininc  iiruiiuuii  after  ii6J 
in  Ai). 

1 1  ;o.  C'-j  Ai  lead  that  for  whan  and  omit  cl«-er. 

1 1 74.  \v\frichipfuUyght^  h\dndt/Hlclcrtness€. 


whiche  thou  ne  haddest  no  mynde— '*biB 
now  it  remembrelh  me  we],  here  vis  I 
born,  her  wol  I  fastne  my  d«^rce  (hot 
wol  I  duello)."  But  )-if  the  liketh  ihannc 
to  looken  on  the  derknesse  of  the  ertbe 
that  thou  hast  forleten,  thanne  schalto* 
seen  that  these  felouns  tinintes,  that  the 
wrecchide  peple  dredeth  now,  scholia 
ben  exiled  fro  thilke  fJEure  contre.' 


*  Turn  ego  papc  ttt  ma^aJ' — Prosa  2 

Thanne  scide  I  thus  :  *  Owh  !  I  «oodff 
me  that  thow  byhetist  me  so  groie  thii^ 
[itSo]  N'c  I  ne  doute  nat  that  thou  ne 
maist  wel  performc  that  thow  behctisi: 
but  I  prcic  the  oonly  this,  that  thov  k 
taric  nat  to  telle  me  thilke  thinges  thii 
thou  hast  moevid.' 

*  First,'  quod  sche,  *  thow  most  ncde 
knowen  that  good  folk  ben  alwe)'  strong 
and  myghii,  and  the  schrewes  Iwn  febk, 
and  desert  and  nakeil  of  alle  strengtbei 
And  of  thise  thinges  ceries  evcriche  of 
hem  is  declared  and  schewcd  by  otheit. 
For  so  as  good  and  yvel  \veci  two  coo- 
traries,  yif  so  be  that  gtMxl  lie  sted£t^, 
thanne  scheweth  the  feblcsse  of  y^  al 
opynly ;    and  if  thow  knowc  clerly  the 
freelnesse  of  yvel,   the   stedfastne^sc  ot 
gootl  is  knowen.  [11S5]     But  for  as  mocln' 
as  the  fey  of  my  sentence  schal  ben  the 
more  fermc  and  haboundant,  I  wil  gon 
by  the  to  weye  and  by  the  tothir,  awl  I 
wil  conferme  the  thinges  that   ben  pur- 
l>osed,  now  t)n  this  side  and  now  on  that 
side.     Two  thinges  thcr  ben  in  whiche 
the  effect  of  alle  the  dedes  of  mankynile 
standelh,  that  is  to  seyn,  wil  and  |)ower ; 
and  yif  that  oon  of  thise  two  faileth,  ther 
nys  nothing  that  may  be  doon.      For  )'if 
that   wille   lakketh,    ther  nys  no  w)'ght 
that  undirtakcth  to  done  that  he  wol  nai 
doon  ;  and  yif  jxjwer  faileth,  the  wil  n)'S 
but  in  idel  and  stant  for  naught.  [ii>^l 
And  therof  cometh  it  that  yif  thou  see  a 

XI 77.  fastnf  my  tifgrett  '  sistara  gradum.' 
ii8t.  that  ihoM^  etc.;  ttu  is  the  antecedcat  >A 
that. 
XI 82.  naked,  'desuncx,'  misread  as  'dcsnue.*- 
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wy^hl  ihvit  woldo  gcien  that  lie  niai  not 
getcn,  thow  maist  nat  douten  that  power 
ne  faileth  hym  to  have  that  he  wolde.' 

*  This  is  open  and  cler,'  quoci  I,  *  ne 
it  ne  mai  nat  be  dcnyed  in  no  manere.' 

*  And  yif  thou  sc  a  wyght,'  quod  sche, 
*  that  hath  doon  that  he  wolde  doon, 
thow  nc  wil  nat  douten  that  he  ne  hath 
had  power  to  doon  it  ? ' 

*  No,'  quod  I. 

*  And  in  that  that  every  wyght  may, 
in  that  men  may  holden  hym  myghti  ? ' 
(As  who  seith,  in  so  moche  as  man  is 
royghty  to  doon  a  thing,  in  so  mochel 
men  halt  hym  myghti ;  and  in  that  he 
ne  mai,  in  that  men  demen  hym  to  ben 
feble.)  [1195] 

*  I  confesse  it  wel,'  quod  I. 

*  Remembreth  the,*  quod  sche,  *  that  I 
have  gaderid  and  I-schewid  by  forseide 
resouns  that  al  the  entencioun  of  wil  of 
mankyndc,  whiche  that  is  lad  by  diverse 
studies,  hasteth  to  comen  to  blisfiil- 
nesse.' 

*  It  remembreth  me  wel,'  quod  I,  *  that 
it  hath  ben  schewed.' 

*  And  recordeth  the  nat  thanne,'  quod 
sche,  *that  blisfiilncsse  is  thilke  same 
good  that  men  requiren  ?  so  that  whannc 
that  blisfulncsse  is  required  of  alle,  that 
good  also  is  required  and  desired  of 
alle?'[iaoo] 

*  It  ne  recordeth  me  noght,'  quod  I, 
*  for  I  have  it  gretly  alwey  ficched  in  my 
memorie.' 

*Alle  folk  thanne,'  quod  sche,  'good 
and  eek  badde,  enforcen  hem  withoute 
difference  of  entencioun  to  comen  to 
good.' 

*  This  is  a  verray  consequence,'  quod  I. 

*  And  certcin  is,'  quod  sche,  *  that  by 
the  geljrnge  of  good  men  ben  y-makid 
gode.' 

*  This  is  certein,'  quod  I. 

'Thanne  geten  gode  men  that  thei 
desiren  ? ' 

*  So  semeth  it,*  quod  I. 

*  But  wikkide  folk,'  quod  sche,    *yif 

I30I.  H  Cx.  omit  jprr/Zj^  (not  found  in  Latin 
and  French). 


thci    j^clcn    the    good    that    llici    Jt^ircn, 
thei  ne  mowe  nat  ben  wikkid.'  [i::o5] 

*  So  is  it,'  quod  I. 

*Than  so  as  the  ton  and  the  lolhir,' 
quod  sche,  *  desiren  good,  and  the  gode 
folk  geten  good  and  not  the  wikkide  folk, 
than  is  it  no  doute  that  the  gode  folk  nc 
ben  myghty  and  wikked  folk  ben  feble.' 

*  Who  so  that  evere,'  quod  I,  *  douteth 
of  this,  he  ne  mai  nat  considere  the  nature 
of  thinges  ne  the  consequence  of  resouns.' 

*And  over  this,'  quod  sche,  'if  that 
ther  ben  two  thinges  that  han  o  same 
purpos  by  kynde,  and  that  oon  of  hem 
pursuweth  and  performeth  thilke  same 
thing  by  naturel  office,  and  that  oother 
mai  nat  doon  thilke  naturel  office,  but 
folweth,  by  other  manere  than  is  coven- 
able  to  nature,  hym  that  acorn  pi  isseth  his 
purpos  kyndely,  [1210]  and  yit  he  ne 
acomplisseth  nat  his  owene  purpos — 
whether  of  thise  two  demestow  for  more 
myghti  ? ' 

*  Yif  that  I  coniecte,'  quod  I,  *  that 
thou  wilt  seie,  algates  yit  I  desire  to 
herkne  it  more  pleynly  of  the. ' 

*Thou  nilt  nat  thanne  denye,'  quod 
sche,  *  that  the  moevement  of  goynge  nys 
in  men  by  kynde  ? ' 

*  No  for  sothe,'  quod  I. 

*Ne  thou  doutest  nat,'  quod  sche, 
*  that  thilke  naturel  office  of  goinge  ne 
be  the  office  of  feet  ?  * 

*  I  ne  doute  it  nat,'  quod  I. 

*  Thanne,'  quod  sche,  *  yif  that  a  wight 
be  myghti  to  moeve,  and  goth  uppon  hise 
feet,  and  another,  to  whom  thilke  naturel 
office  of  feet  lakketh,  enforceth  hym  to 
gone  crepinge  uppon  his  handes,  whiche 
of  thise  two  oughte  to  ben  holden  the 
more  myghty  by  right  ? '  [1215] 

*Knyt  forth  the  remenaunt,'  quod  I, 
*for  no  wight  ne  douteth  that  he  that 
mai  gon  by  naturel  office  of  feet  ne  be 
more  myghti  than  he  that  ne  may  nat.' 

*  But  the  soverein  good,*  qurxl   sche, 

1206.  the  toHt  etc.,  '  utrique,' '  li  un  et  li  autre.' 

1307.  mai  na/y  is  not  able. 

1 208.  han  o  samepurfos^  have  the  same  function 
to  perform. 
.    i2ia.  yi/tkatt  although. 
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Hflbat  ii  pvenclichc  purposed  to  Ihc  Etiml 
1(1  to  bfkilde,  Ihc  gode  lolk  seken 
nnlurel  office  of  vertus,  and  the 
M  cnfofcen  hem  lo  getin  it  by 
iceoveylisc  of  erihly  ihinges,  whiche 
n  naluiel  ofB^e  togele  Ihiike 
same  soverein  good.  Trowcstow  that  it 
be  any  other  wise  ? ' 

'  Nai,'  qiind  I,  '  for  the  consequence  is 
opene  and  scliewynge  of  Ihioges  that  1 
:  grauntcd,  ibni  ncdcs  good  folk 
:n  be  myghly,  and  schrcwes  feblc 
tnd  uiiin]^h(i.'  [ii»] 

'Thou  rennLst  aryght  ti)-foni  me,' 
I  schc,  'and  this  is  ihe  jugcmenl 
I  juge  of  ihe),  tyght  is 
e  leches  ben  wonl  to  hopin  of  sike 
,  whan  the!  ftperceyvea  thnt  lutiiic 
F  nxlrened  and  witU-stondeth  to  the 
il  for  I  se  Ihe  now  ol  redy 
>  the  undiralondyngs,  I  schal  schewe 
e  thikke  and  contjmuel  resouns. 
•  now,  how  greeily  scheweih  the 
and  inlirmite  of  wikkid  folk,  that 
nat  comcn  in  ihat  hir  nature! 
I  ledFth  hem ;  and  yil  almrat 
!  nature!  entencicun  constreyncth 
And  what  were  lo  demen  thanne 
of  schrewes,  yif  thilk  niturel  help  haddc 
forlelen  hem,  (he  whiche  naturel  help  of 
cnlencioun  golh  alwey  hyfom  hem  and  is 
sogrel  that  unncthe  it  mai  lien  oTCtcome. 
[iiij]  Considere  thanne  how  grel  de. 
fiiute  of  power  and  how  gtet  fehlessc  thcr 
is  in  wikkide  fetonous  folke.  (As  who 
seilh  (he  erettere  thing  that  is  covcyled 
and  ihe  desir  nat  acomplisscd,  of  the 
Insse  myghl  ii  he  that  eoveyieih  it  and 
mai  nat  ncoRipliue ;  and  foi-lhi  philu- 
loplile  leith  thus  be  sovercyn  good. )  Ne 
~-*— wes  rei)ui:ren  not  lighte  mecdes  ne 
;^  gARics,   whiche   (hd   ne  nui  rtat 

»r  >ii«"i™(i'JiigBnirn>'('inditimn'«»iJa> 

S.  Ci  At  Jl  BomiiirAu^.'Cinny, 

J.  It  mcnjm  {tri,  in  n>iwcl  ta  ihc  cVwl 


folweti  ne   holden  j    but   ihd  liii 
thilkesommeandof  thcheieiiiei.'  '  ■ 
(ihal  is  to  scyn  Kn-ereyn  p»-l .     Ni- 

sovereyn  g»d,  Ihc  whictit  'i.-.j  ;  ii 
hemoenlytogeten  by  n)j;ii'i  •  ..  i  -■■. 
[ujc]  In  the  getyng  of  win.  n.-  ;  .-j  '■■ 
strength  of  good  folk  is  i  u !  ■■  ■ !  ■■■' 
For  ryght  so  as  ihnu  tii\,-i'  -■  l--i 
hym  myghly  of  goingc  ih.i'  ■z"^''<  •'--  '- 
feet  til  he  myghle  eomcn  l<i  itnlkc  i>ob 
fro  the  whidie  place  ihcr  layc  no  «> 
fotlhere  (o  be  gun,  t}-g}it  >'>  msUH 
nedes  dtmen  hyni  lor  lyght  ii)yf>htT,  AM 
gelelh  and  atleynelh  lo  the  en4e  of  tOi 
thingcs  (hat  ben  to  ilesitp,  l>y-yi>nik  di 
whiche  ende  tha  nys  no  thin^  lo  d^R. 
Of  the  whiche  power  of  g,5.j  fnik  aa 

Duu  conclude  that  llie  vikbidc  nicn  toiBi 
to  be  bareyne  and  Dalceil  of  allf  itrenstlc 
For  whi  lorleten  thei  verlii^  md  hil«=l 
vices?  Nys  il  nat  for  Ihat  ihn  ni  fcm"«> 
nat  ihc  godes?  But  what  ttunj  n  tt,m 
feble  and  more  caytif  than  \:-  Ihr  Up^ 
nessc  of  igoorancp  ?  [,,35]  f  j,  dkJ  iM 
knowen  fill  wcl  whiche  Ihi  rifles  ihil  lltf 
oughlen  folwe,  but  Iccherii.-  nnd  rotrM 
overthroweth  hem  myS'innnJ.  AJ 
certes   50   doth    disiemprauraT   in  ftUi 


1  thci 


Ihe  vi<KS.     Nc  kno 
wcl  thai  thei  foilcli 
and  lumen  hem  wilfully  r 
in  ihis  wise  ihd  ne  foth-ii 
ben  tnyghti,  bat  thei  fi.'ii 
in  any  wbe  for  lu  bect>. 
fotlcien  Ihe  comune  fyii 
th;ii   ben,  ihel  fluleten    .: 
fur  lo  been.   ItMo]     An.l 
scholde  seme  10  som  foil 
a  nietveile  tu  scien,  thnt  .< 
Ihnt  contenen  the  more  ]<:. 
ben   nat   nc   ban    no   !>.  . 
n:ilhe]es    it    is    so,    ali'l    1 
thing.     For   thei   that    \- 
dcnye  cat  that  Ihcy  \ku 
denye,  and  seie  simply  m. 
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right  als  thou  myghtest  sejrn  of  the  careyne 
of  a  man,  that  it  were  a  deed  man,  but 
thou  ne  myghtest  -riat  symply  callen  it 
a  man ;  so  graunte  I  wel  for-sothe  that 
▼icyous  folk  ben  wikkid,  but  I  ne  may  nat 
graunten  absolutly  and  symply  that  thei 
ben.  For  ihilke  thing  that  with-holdeth 
ordre  and  kepeth  nature,  thilke  thing  is, 
and  hath  beinge ;  [1245]  but  what  thing 
that  ^Eiileth  of  that  (that  is  to  seyn,  he 
that  forleteth  naturel  ordre),  he  forleteth 
thilke  beinge  that  is  set  in  his  nature. 
But  thow  wolt  seyn  that  schrewes  xnowen. 
Certes,  that  ne  denye  I  nat  j  but  certes 
hir  power  ne  desscendeth  nat  of  strengthe, 
but  of  feblesse.  For  thei  mowen  don 
wikkydnesses,  the  whiche  thei  ne  myghten 
nat  don  yif  thei  myghten  duellen  in  the 
forme  and  in  the  doynge  of  good  folk. 
And  thilke  power  scheweth  fill  evidently 
that  they  ne  mowen  ryght  nat.  For  so 
as  I  have  gadrid  and  proevid  a  litil  byfom 
that  evel  is  nawght,  and  so  as  schrewes 
mowen  oonly  but  schrewednesses,  this 
conclusion  is  al  cler,  that  schrewes  ne 
mowen  ryght  nat,  ne  han  no  power, 
[laso]  And  for  as  moche  as  thou  undir- 
stonde  which  is  the  strengthe  of  this 
power  of  schrewes,  I  have  diffinysched  a 
litil  her-byfom  that  no  thing  is  so  myghti 
as  sovereyn  good  ? ' 

*  That  is  soth,*  quod  I. 

*  And  thilke  same  sovereyn  good  may 
don  noon  yuel  ?  * 

*  Certes  no,*  quod  I. 

*  Is  ther  any  wyght  thanne,'  quod  sche, 
<  that  weneth  that  men  mowen  don  alle 
thinges  ? ' 

*  No  man,*  quod  I,  *  but  yif  he  be  out 
of  his  wyt.* 

*  But  certes  schrewes  mowen  don  evel?* 
quod  sche. 

*  Ye  ;  wolde  god,*  quod  I,  *  that  thei 
ne  myghten  don  noon  1  * 

*  Thanne,*  quod  sche,  *  so  as  he  that  is 
myghty  to  doon  oonly  but  goode  thinges 

1345.  wtth-kofdttk^  retains. 

T348.  H  Cx.  A3  B  wickidtus, 

1249.  H  Cx.  As  B  Al  achrtwdenes. 

1251.  H  Cx.  A3  B  Mnderttondis. 


mai  doon  alle  thinges,  and  thei  that  ben 
myghti  to  doon  yvele  thinges  ne  mowen 
nat  alle  thinges,  [1255]  thanne  is  it  open 
thing  and  manyfest  that  thei  that  mowen 
doon  yvele  ben  of  lasse  power.  And  yit 
to  proeve  this  conclusioun  ther  helpeth 
me  this,  that  I  have  schewed  herc-byforn, 
that  alle  power  is  to  be  noumbred  among 
thinges  that  men  oughten  requere ;  and 
I  have  schewed  that  alle  thinges  that 
oughten  ben  desired  ben  referred  to 
good,  ryght  as  to  a  maner  heighte  of  hir 
nature.  But  for  to  mowen  don  yvel  and 
felononye  ne  mai  nat  ben  referrid  to 
good.  Thanne  nys  nat  yvel  of  the  nombre 
of  thinges  that  oughten  ben  desired. 
But  alle  power  aughle  ben  desired  and 
required.  [1260]  Thanne  is  it  open  and 
cler  that  the  power  ne  the  mowynge  of 
schrewes  nis  no  power.  And  of  alle 
thise  thinges  it  scheweth  wel  that  the 
gode  folk  ben  certeinli  myghty,  and  the 
schrewes  doutelees  ben  unmyghty.  And 
it  is  cler  and  opene  that  thilke  sentence 
of  Plato  is  verray  and  soth,  that  seith 
that  oonly  wise  men  may  doon  that  thei 
desiren,  and  schrewes  mowen  haunten 
that  hem  liketh,  but  that  thei  desiren  (that 
is  to  seyn,  to  come  to  sovereyn  good),  thei 
ne  han  no  power  to  acomplisscn  that. 
For  schrewes  don  that  hem  lyst  whan, 
by  tho  thinges  in  whiclie  thei  deliten,  thei 
wenen  to  ateynen  to  thilke  good  that  thei 
desiren  ;  but  thei  ne  geten  nat  ne  atcyne 
nat  therto,  for  vices  ne  comen  nat  to 
blisfiilnesse.  [1265] 


*  Quos  vides  sedere  cehos,^ — Metnim  2 

Who  so  that  the  coverturis  of  hir 
veyn  apparailes  myghte  strepcn  of  thise 
proude  kynges,  that  thow  seest  sitten 
an  hyc  in  here  chayeres,  gliterynge 
in  schynynge  purpre,  envyrowned  with 
sorwful  armures  manasyng  with  cruel 
mowth,  blowynge  by  woodnesse  of  herte, 

1256.  j'xV,  moreover. 

1 261.  tMOwynzt,  H  Cx.  A3  \\moe7tyH^. 
1267.  sorwftU  armurrSf  'tristis  armis.' 
1267.  biowyn^e,  panting. 
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In-  vihuliU-  Nr«  II  ih.inno  that  tliiikc  l«inlis 
li«-mi  \Mih\Miu-  liir  o»rLiv;cs  t'ull  streyte 
rhi'MK-N.  l"«ii  livlioryo  i-»rmoiuoth  hem 
•  III  ih.ii  !•  xi.lv-  wiih  gr<.^ly  vcnymcs ;  and 
in>\\l»l tl'lo  \\K\  ih.u  ;iu"yst.'ih  in  hem  the 
IliHiiliN  yA  trnwMviVj^is.  tormenteth  iiiv>n 
ih.ii  »»Hni  siilo  liir  ihou^ht :  or  st.^rwe 
h.ih  \w\\\  wviv  .uul  lvM\*i:hi.  or  slUlyr^je 
.ui«l  JiNviNwMvjv*  l»oiv  turmenteih  hem. 
AnM  iluri.Mv.  xy!i  ihi>w  ,'ieesl  on  hevcd 
(ih.it  In  t.«  M  \i>,  i»  iinuini>  Ivren  >•■>  manye 
hiitni..  i'*i!t  ili'ih  ihillxe  lynuini  nat 
(It  1 1  In-  lU'Nii^ih.  [i.-»l  >yn  he  is  cast 
(loiin  with  -.i*  iM.mye  wikkiile  lonles  (that 
I.  »i»  -.i-Mi.  wiih  so  manyo  viees  that  han 
Ml  wiLLi.lIx  l.'iiKi-}u|v<  v»\\T  hyni>. 

*  /  .  ..  .•;.   .\-..'.j»^vi»?«,V.'   -Pros;!  3 

S»i -.i.'w  ji.ii  ih.mno  in  hvnv  greet  tUihe 
Un.i-  -.iliuxMN  K^'u  IwrapiKsl,  aiul  uith 
whi.  \\  iliMSU''Nv-  ihi^o  «'»Kle  folk  schvnon  ? 
In  (III.  s,hi-\\.(]j  it  wvl  ih.il  to  pn^l  fulk 
II.'  l.iKKrih  !i.  \».u*  nu»  hir  nioolo^,  nc 
M  liiiwi  .  \w  l.ilxkvii  novrro  mo  lurmontcs, 
i.n  (i|  .illi-  iluni;».'«.  tlial  U*n  l-«Uv»n,  ihilke 
ihmi'  l«M  whivli  aiw  ihin"?  i<  «Kv»n,  it 
Miiulli  as  |.y  ivi'Jil  that  ihilke  thini;  he 
the  iiu-.li-  ot'  thai  :  a>  ihu^  :  yit'  a  man 
irmutli  in  ihe  sLuUe  (or  in  ihe  forlon^e) 
l«)i  \\w  i-iMiuu".  ihanno  hih  ilie  nievle  in 
ilir  i-.u.'uiu'  r«»r  whii'h  he  renneth.  [i.*:5l 
Auil  I  ha\o  M■!K■\\^.^1  ihal  hlisluhu'S^e  is 
ilnlk.'  «»iin».'  LiiH^l  for  whioh  thai  alle 
lliin;.'.rs  Ikm  «l.vin  ;  ihanne  is  ihilke  siinie 
l'.iv>-l  I'lMp.'Si'il  i«»  ilu*  wcrke'i  t^fmankymle 
liiilil  as  a  i'.»nnuie  mole,  which  meile  nc 
n»a\  11. Jt  W\\  ilissevcryil  fro  ^i>«kI  folk. 
I'i»r  n«»  \\iv:!ii  a-i  hv  iv^hi,  fro  ihennes- 
fi»rlh  that  hym  lakkelh  jjiMxlnesst*.  ne 
vilul  lull  fii-]v.l  jjiKul.  For  uhiche 
ihirii;  fi»lk  «•!  ^>hK'  maneri's,  hir  meilcs  ne 
f.>i^akrii  hi  in  never  mo.  Tor  al  l»e  it  s*> 
ihal  M'hn-wiN  wawn  as  w«.Hle  as  hem 
ly-*!  awin  ^."mI  folk,  yii  nallK-K-s  the 
ciiiiiuni"  iif  wiM*  lui-n  ne  M'hal  nal  fallen 
m-    fa-l*  M  :    [1 -•■'■■]    f»'r   foreyne   schrewetl- 


I . '  :' .  i:*f>iy  vtnvirfs,  '  ^^  Mi*  veneni-.' 
ly  I.  1  1  .v..  Mix.  Kyf,vj. 
W77.  rifV v« ..  aciiitn^". 


nesse  ne  hynymeth  nat  fro   the  owa;?- 
of  good  folk  hir  proprc  honour.     But  y 
that  any  \kyght  rcioysetic  hym  of  g'>>i1- 
nesse  that  he  hadde  taken  fro  withome 
(as  who  seith,   yif  any   man  hoddc  hi> 
gi.Hxlncsse  of  any  other  man  than  of  hrm- 
selO.  certes  he  that  }-af  hym  thilkc  gc*."i- 
nesse,  or  cllcs  som  other  '»">'ght,  mygt'-s 
l>enymen  it  h)'m.   But  for  as  moche  zs  i' 
ever)'  wyght   his    owcne    proj^re  Kmuik 
yeveth  h)'m  his  mcde,   thannc  at  irm 
schal  he  failen  of  nicdc  whan  he  forlf  lith 
to  hen  good.     And  at   the   hisie,  so  t 
alle  medes  ben  requirid  for  men  wewn 
that  thei  ben  godc,  who  is  he  that  noVfc 
dome  that   lie  that   is    r}"ghl   m)-ghii  <S 
gt><xl  were  parilees  of  the  metle?    AnJ 
of  what  mcde  schal  he  lK*n  gerdoricd? 
Certes  of  r)-ght  fiiir  meile  and  ryght  gwrt 
al>i)ven   alle   medes.    [1*85]       Remrtnl*rc 
the  <:»f  ihilke  noble  corrolarie  that  I  y»f 
the  a  lilel  hcre-byforn,  and  gadrc  it  to- 
gidrc  in  this  manerc  :    so  as  god  h)Tr.- 
self  is  blisfulncsse,  thanne  is  it  dcr  ar."! 
certein  that  alle  gotle  folk  l)en  I-maV(^i 
blisful  for  thei  ben  gixle  ;  and  thilke  folk 
that  ben  blisful  it  accord eth  and  is  cover- 
able  to  Ijen  gwliles.     Thanne  is  the  mixlt 
of  gtxxl  folk  sw)-ch  that  no  day  ne  schil 
emi^nren    it,    ne    no    wikkidnesse   schal 
ilerkne  it.  ne  ix)weT  <^f  m*  u-}-ght  ne  schil 
nat  amenuscn  it,  that  is  to  se)'n,  to  Kfl 
makeil  goildes.     And  syn  it  is  thus  (ihj* 
«;iKle  men    nc   failen   nevere  m**  of  hi: 
niede),  certes  no  wise  man  ne  may  d»"v*^' 
of  the  undei>artable  jK'yne  c»f  sclirewi"* 
(that  is  to  st-yn,  that  the  ]X')-nc  of  schrewcs 
ne   deixirtcih    nat   from    hcniself  nc\'cK 
m*>).     For  so  as  good  and  y  vcK  and  ivjTif 
and  meile  l»en  contrarie,   it   mnot  neile? 
lien   that,   r^-ght  as  we  seen   Ijetydcn  in 
guenloun  of  gixle,  that  al   si>  m«x»t  tin* 
jxyne  of  yvel  answerc  by  the  contnrii 
parlie  Id  sehrewes.  [1  ?!>■•]     Now   thanni* 
M)  as  Ixnmie  an«i  pniessc  Kn  the  me«'o 
Id  gcKKl  folk,  also  is  schrewidnes>e  it-sell 


i:Si.  C.i  »r;".'«^,  Ai  retry seth. 

1:84.  \\  V -ddt  dtmt ;  c j>.  \-if,. 

laSS.  that  is  to  seyn^  etc.,  .^pposilive  to  n.-.jV. 

\7^\.  alio,  so. 
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torment   to   schrewes.     Thanne  who  so 

that  evere  is  entccchid  or  defowled  with 

peyne,   he  ne  douteth   nat  that  he  nys 

mtecchid  and  defowled  with  yvel.     Yif 

schrewes  thanne  woi  preysen  hem -self, 

may  it  semen  to  hem  that  thei  ben  with- 

outen    parti   of   torment,    syn   thei   ben 

swiche    that     the    uttreste    wikkidnesse 

(that  is  to  seyn  wikkide  thewes,  which 

that  is  the  uttereste  and  the  worst  kynde 

of  schrewednesse)  ne  defouleth   ne   en- 

teccheth  nat  hem  oonly,  but  enfectcth  and 

cnvenymeth  hem  greetly  ?     And  also  loke 

on  schrewes,  that  ben  the  contrarie  partie 

of    gode   men,   how   gret   peyne   felaw- 

schipith   and  folweth   hem  !  [1395]     For 

thou  hast  Icmed  a  litil  herc-byfom  that 

alle  thing  that  is  and  hath  beynge  is  oon, 

and  thilke  same  oon  is  good  :  than  is  this 

the  consequence,  that  it  semeth  that  al 

that  is  and  hath  beynge,  is  good.     (This 

is  to  seyn  as  who  seith  that  bcinge  and 

unite  and  goodnesse  is  al  oon. )     And  in 

this  manere  it  folweth  thanne  that  alle 

thing  tha*  fayleih  to  ben  good,  it  stynteth 

for  to  be  and  for  to  han  any  be)mge. 

Wherfore  it  is  that  schrewes  stynten  for 

to   ben   that   thei   weeren.      Bu*-   'MI^.»: 

othir  forme  of  mankynde  (that  is  to  seyn 

the  forme  of  the  body  withowte)  schewcth 

yit  that  thise  schrewes  wcren  whilom  men. 

[1300]  Wherfore  whan  thei  ben  perverted 

and    turned  in -to  malice  certcs   thanne 

have  thei  for-lom  the  nature  of  mankynde. 

But   so  as  oonly  bownte  and  prowessc 

may  enhawnsen  every  man  over  othere 

men,  than  moot  it  nedes  be  that  schrewes, 

whiche  that  schrewednesse  hath  cast  out 

of  the  condicion  of  mankjmde,  ben  put 

undir  the  merit  and  the  dissert  of  men. 

Than  betidith  it  that,  yif  thou  seest  a 

wyght  that  be  transformed  in -to  vices, 

thow  ne  mayst  nat  wene  that  he  be  a 

man.     For  if  he  be  ardaunt  in  avaryce, 

and  that  he  be  a  ravynour  by  violence  of 

1393.  entecchid  or  defowled^  'aflficitur.* 

1294.  ne  de/ouUtht  etc.|    'non    aflfictt    modo 

venim  etiam  vehementer  mficit.'    Chaucer  has 

confused  afficit  and  inficit. 

I  v>o.  oihir^  '  reliqua,'  i^.  the  human  form  left 

to  them. 


forc)'ne  richesse,  thou  schalt  seyn  that  he 
is  lik  to  the  wolf;  and  if  he  be  felonows 
and  withoute  reste,  and  exercise  his  tongc 
to  chidynges,  thow  schalt  likne  h}'m  to 
the  hownd  ;  [1305]  and  if  he  be  a  pryve 
awaytour  y-hid,  and  reioiseth  hym  to 
ravyssche  be  wiles,  thou  schalt  seyn  hym 
lik  to  the  fox  whelpes  ;  and  yif  he  be 
distempre,  and  quakith  for  ire,  men  schal 
wene  that  he  bereth  the  corage  of  a  lyoun ; 
and  yif  he  be  dredful  and  fleynge,  and 
dredith  thinges  that  ne  aughte  nat  to  lx?n 
dredd,  men  schal  holden  hym  lik  to  the 
hert ;  and  yf  he  be  slow,  and  astonyd, 
and  lache,  he  lyveth  as  an  asse  ;  yif  he 
l>e  lyght  and  unstcdfast  of  corage,  and 
chaungith  ay  his  studies,  he  is  likned  to 
briddcs ;  and  if  he  be  ploungid  in  fowle 
and  unclene  luxuris,  he  Is  withholden 
in  the  foule  delices  of  the  fowle  sowe. 
[1310]  Than  folweth  it  that  he  that  for- 
leteth  bounte  and  prowessc,  he  forletith 
to  ben  a  man ;  syn  he  ne  may  nat  passe 
in -to  the  condicion  of  god,  he  is  torned 
in-to  a  beeste. 


*  Vela  Naricii  ducis,^ — Metrum  3 

Eurus,  the  wynd,  aryved  the  sayles  of 
Ulixes,  due  of  the  cuntre  of  Narice,  and 
his  wandrynge  shippes  by  the  see,  into 
the  ile  ther-as  Cerces,  the  faire  go<ldesse, 
dowhter  of  the  sonnc,  ducUeth,  that 
medleth  to  hir  newe  gestes  dr>'nkes  that 
ben  touchid  and  makid  with  enchaunte- 
mentes.  And  aftir  that  hir  hand,  myghti 
over  the  erbes,  hadde  chaunged  hir  gestes 
into  diverse  maneres,  that  oon  of  hem  is 
coverid  his  face  with  forme  of  a  boor  ; 
the  tother  is  chaungid  in-to  a  lyoun  of 
the  contre  Marmoryke,  and  his  nayles 
and  his  teth  waxen,  [1315]  that  ooiher  of 
hem  is  newliche  chaunged  in-to  a  wolf, 
and  howleth  whan  he  wolde  wepc ;  that 

1304.  foreyne  richesse,  another's  goods. 
130^.  vileSy  Ca  H  whiles. 
1 306.  seyn  hym  lik,  [jronounce  him  like. 
13C9.  astonyd,  'stupidus.' 
1309.  studies,  purposes. 

131 3.  drynkes,   etc.,   'pocula  tacta  carmina, 
and  '  beuvages  fez  (facta?)  par  enchantemens.' 
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oilier  gntli  (lebcnayrely  in  ihe  hows  as  a 
tigre  of  Indc.  Bui  a]  be  11  so  that  the 
Iheile  of  Mereutie,  thai  U  clcprd  the 
Me  of  Anadye,  halh  hod  mcrci  of  the 
Ulixes,  byscgid  with  diverse  yveles, 
Ud  hath  unbownden  hytn  fro  ihe  pesti- 
lence of  his  uoslesse,  algales  the  rowerys 
and  [he  maiyncies  hadden  by  this  I- 
drawen  in-to  bir  mouthes  and  dionkeo 
the  wikkide  drynkes.  Thei  that  weren 
woxen  swyn,  hadden  by  this  I-chaunged 
[tb  mete  ef  breed  foe  to  elen  akkaimes  a( 
Lpokes.  Nonn  ofhir  lymes  docllcth  with 
'fern  hoo],  liut  thei  hon  lost  the  voj's  and 
the  body ;  [ijh]  oonly  bir  thought 
duelleth  with  hem  stable,  thai  wcpeth 
and  by-wnylelh  the  monstmous  cbaung- 
ynge  that  thei  suffren.  O  ovei  lyght 
band  r  (As  who  sdib  1  '  O  feble  and  light 
'  e  band  of  Circes  the  cnchaunlereoe, 
chaungllh  the  budyes  of  folk  in-to 
ite*,  to  rqprd  and  to  compaiysoun  of 
iKioun  (hat  ismakid  by  vices  1')  'Ne 
lllc  herl^s  of  Circes  ne  ben  nat  myehly. 
Ftir  al  be  it  so  thai  the)  mai  chaungen 
the  lymcs  of  the  body,  olgales  yii  ihei 
may  nat  chaungen  the  heites.  For  with- 
inne  is  I-hidd  the  strcngtbe  and  the 
vj^ur  of  men,  in  the  secre  tour  of  hir 
hertes,  (that  is  lo  sejn  Ibe  strengthe  of 
resoun)  5  bnt  thiike  venym  of  vices  lo* 
<Iiawen  a  man  to  hem  more  Tnyghteljr 
than  Ihe  venym  of  Circes.  For  vices  ben 
so  cruel  thai  Ihcy  perceti  and  thurw  passen 
the  corage  wilhinne  ;  [ijis]  and,  Ihaughe 
thei  ne  annyc  nat  the  body,  yiC  vices 
deslroyen  men  by  woundc  of 


band  r  (A 
^^gM  the  ban 
^BttM  chaul 
^■feeestet,  to 


—jWOoden 


ughl.' 

■  Thm  ign/a/air  infiimti,' — PrcKa  4 
Thanne  wide  I  ihiu :  '  I  confesse  and 
E  un  a-knowe  it,'  quod  t,  ■  ne  I  ne  se 
I  that  men  may  seyn  as  by  lyght  that 
liKwes  ne  ben  chaunged  in-to  bcesles 
<f  the  qiialite  of  hit  soiiles,  a!  be  il  m 
Mitrurif.  ea.,  Aa.  -ttd  lint  nunen,  i.e. 


Ibat  thei  ke[Hn  yit  (be  (nnnc  of  i^n 
of manliyndc  ;  but  I  nuldenai'lfH  1./ 
of  whiche  ibe  ihiiuebi  awci  w- 
aJwey  into  dcstiucdun  of  gode  mt: 
it  were  levehil  to  hem  Id  don  thai.' 

'Certes,'    quod    schc,     'ne     tl    t- 
levefiil  to  hem,  as  1  si^al  wel  •>]  . 
the  in  CDvenable  pkcc      But   it^  i 
yif  so  were  that  thiike  that  men   " 
ben  levehil  (o  schrewes  were  b;  ■ 
hem,  so  that  they  ne  myghic  nat  ai]<  . 
doon  harm  lo    gode  men,   certc5  , 
panic  ol  [he  pcync  to  sc^mcwcs  -  ~ 
hen  aleggcd  and  relerwl.   (■jja]     1 
Iw  it  H)  that  this  me  seme  oat  .r 
(hicg  peravenliire  lo  some  folk,  y  ~ 
it    ncdes    be    (hat    schiewes     brn 
wiecches  and  unsely,  when  Ihei  tin' 
and  peiforme  thai  thei  coveyleii,  il 
that  thei  ne  myghte  nat  acomplis^'i 
thei  eoi-eiten.     For  yif  it  so  be  ;! 
be  wrecchidnesse  to  vtilne  to  do."- 
[hanne   is  more  nrecchidocsc  [o  r 
don  I'vel,  wilhoute  whiche  mowyrti 
wrecchid  wil  scholde  Tangnrissc  whl' 
effect.     Thanne  syn  that  creiiche  i4 
thingcs  halh  his  wrecchidneise  (thai  : 
seyn,  wil  to  don  yvel  and  pnwct  to  ri* 
yvel),  it  moot  nedes  be  Ihat  thei  (sdireirs) 
ben   conslreyned   by   thtc    oosclyneen 
thai  wolen,  and  mowen,  and  pofcrafli 
felonyes  and  schrewednesses.*  [lut] 

'  I  acordc  me, '  quod  I  ;  '  but  1  dinii 
gretly  that  schrcwes  Icstcu  sone  ihilb 
unselynesses,  that  tstoicyn,  thatschtpw 
weren   despoyled   of  mowyngc    tn    1''" 

<  So  schollcD  thei,' quod  sche,  '  ^.  i 
peraTcnlurc  than  ihou  woldcst,  ot  <l  i 
than  they  hem-selve  wenc.  For  iV..  ■ 
no  thing  10  late,  in  so  scboric  >■:.>. 
of  ibis  lif,  thnt  is  lung  to  ob^lc,  aan-.:  • 

t»(.  lit.  C,  H  Ci.  {*f.  A,  /»tr-. 

•33S.  1)  H  C<.  -wAwxr:  tU»*  o  )> 
'csH'('bae'),  niich rdco K> lb*  laM'Uini^ 
(he  ibrve  milfEpTtiibea. 

ii]7.  «•«-.  AiadilitrMJrsHntwr*'^ 
3-vfl,  which  ii  in  Latin  tnt  OM  in  PtwlL 
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to  a  corage  immortel.  Of  whiche  sch re wes 
the  grete  hope  and  the  heye  compassynges 
of  schrewcdnesses  is  ofte  destroyed  by  a 
sodeyn  ende,  or  thei  ben  war ;  and  that 
thing  establisseth  to  schrewes  Jhe  ende  of 
hir  schrewednesses.  [1340]  For  yf  that 
schrewednesse  makith  wrecchis,  than  mot 
he  nedes  ben  moost  wrecchide  that  lengest 
is  a  schrewe.  The  whiche  wikkide 
schrewes  wolde  I  demen  althermost 
unsely  and  kaytifs,  yif  that  hir  schrewed- 
nesse ne  were  fynissched  at  the  leste 
weye  by  the  owtreste  deth  ;  for  yif  I  have 
concluded  soth  of  the  unselynesse  of 
schrewednesse,  thanne  schewith  it  clerly 
that  thilke  wrecchidnesse  is  withouten 
ende  the  whiche  is  certein  to  ben  perdur- 
able.' 

'Certes,'  quod  I,  'this  conclusion  is 
hard  and  wondirful  to  graunte ;  but  I 
knowe  wel  that  it  accordeth  moche  to 
the  thinges  that  I  have  grauntid  here- 
bifom.' 

•Thou  hast,'  quod  sche,  *the  ryght 
estimacion  of  this.  [1345]  But  who  so 
cvere  wene  that  it  be  an  hard  thing  to 
accorde  hym  to  a  conclusioun,  it  is  ryght 
that  he  schewe  that  some  of  the  prcmysses 
ben  false,  or  elles  he  mot  schewe  that  the 
colladoun  of  proposicions  is  nat  sped-fiil 
to  a  necessarie  conclusioun  ;  and  yif  it  ne 
be  nat  so,  but  that  the  premisses  ben 
y-graunted,  ther  nys  nat  why  he  scholde 
1>lame  the  argument.  For  this  thing  that 
I  schal  telle  the  now  ne  schal  nat  seme 
lessc  wondirful,  but  of  the  thingis  that 
hen  taken  also  it  is  necessarie.'  (As  who 
scith,  it  folweth  of  that  which  is  purposed 
byfom.) 

*What  is  that?'  quod  I. 

•Certes,'  quod  sche,  *that  is  that 
thise  wikkid  schrewes  ben  more  blisful, 
or  elles  lasse  wrecches,  that  abyen  the 
tormentes  that  thei  han  desservid,  than 
if  no  peyne  of  justice  chastisede  hem. 
[1350]  Ne  this  ne  seie  I  nat  now  for  that 
any  man  myghte  thinke  that  the  maneris 
of  schrewes  ben  coriged  and  chastised  by 
rengeaunce  and  thei  ben  brought  to  the 
1348.  taient  'soinpta.' 


ryghte  weye  by  the  drede  of  the  torment, 
ne  for  that  they  yeven  to  other  folk 
ensaumple  to  fleen  fro  vices ;  but  I 
undirstonde  )dt  in  another  mancrc  that 
schrewes  ben  more  unsely  whan  thei  ne 
ben  nat  punyssched,  al  be  it  so  that  ther 
ne  be  hadde  no  resoun  or  lawe  of 
correccioun,  ne  noon  ensamplc  of  lokynge. ' 
*And  what  mancre  schal  that  be,' 
quod  I,  *  other  than  hath  ben  told  her- 
byfom  ? ' 

*  Have  we  nat  thanne  graunted,'  quod 
sche,  *  that  good  folk  ben  blisful  and 
schrewes  ben  wrecches  ? ' 

*  Yis,'  quo<l  I.  [1355] 

*  Thanne,'  quod  sche,  *yif  that  any 
good  were  added  to  the  wrecchidnesse  of 
any  wyght,  nis  he  nat  more  blisful  than 
he  that  ne  hath  no  medlynge  of  good  in 
his  solitarie  wrecchidnesse  ? ' 

*  So  scmeth  it,'  quod  I. 

*  And  what  seistow  thanne,'  quod  sche, 
*  of  thilke  wrecche  that  lakketh  allegoodes, 
(so  that  no  good  nys  medlyd  in  his 
wrecchidnesse,)  and  yit  over  al  his 
wikkidnesse,  for  which  he  is  a  wrecche, 
that  ther  be  yit  another  yvel  anexed  and 
knyt  to  hym — schal  nat  men  demon  hym 
more  unsely  thanne  thilke  wrecche  of 
whiche  the  unsel)Tiesse  is  rclcvid  by  the 
participacioun  of  som  good  ? ' 

*  Why  sholde  he  nat  ? '  quod  I. 

*  Thanne  certes,'  quod  sche,  *han 
schrewes,  whan  thei  ben  punyschid, 
somwhat  of  good  anexid  to  hir  wrecchid- 
nesse, [1360]  that  is  to  se>Tj,  the  same 
peyne  that  thei  suffren,  which  that  is 
good  by  the  resoun  of  justice ;  and 
whanne  thilke  same  schrewes  ascajxin 
withouten  torment,  than  han  they  somwhat 
more  of  yvel  yit  over  tlie  wikkidnesse 
that  thei  han  don,  that  is  to  seyn,  dcfaute 
of  peyne,  whiche  defaute  of  peyne  thou 
hast  grauntid  is  yvel  for  the  disserte  of 
felonye  ? ' 

*  I  ne  may  nat  denye  it,'  <iuod  I. 

*  Moche  more  thanne,'  <iuod  sche,  *ben 

1354.  fttsatttfU  of  lokynge^  example  for  con- 
sideration. But  perhaps  read  iokyngf  of  en- 
sampie  as  in  LAtin  and  French. 
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Kcliiewcs  imscly  whan  tbei  ben  wrongfully 
ilelivrc'l  fto  [ityne,  thannc  whan  ihei  t>cn 
liuoyschi'l  l^  ryghlful  vcngeaunee.  Uui 
ihis  is  opene  thing  and  deer,  Ihat  il  is 
ryght  [hnl  schrewes  ben  punyscbid,  and 
i[  is  wikkidnesse  and  wcong  that  the! 
escapen  unpunfschid.'  [i]6;] 

'  Who  myghte  dcnye  thm  ? '  quod  I. 

'  Bui,'  quod  sche,  '  Liiay  any  man  dcnye 

that  «1  thai  is  lyghl  nis  good,  and  also 

tbe  contraric,  that  al   that  is  wiong  is 

UrikkeP' 

■7  'Ccrtes,*  quod  I,  'Ihise  ihinges  ben 
K^Sere  ynokie,  and  that  we  han  concluilcd 
a  lytd  hctf-byfom.  But  I  preyc  the 
that  thow  telle  me,  yif  Ihow  accorJest  la 
Icten  no  loiment  10  the  soules  aflir  that 
the  body  is  ended  by  the  deeth  ? '  (This 
is  to  aeyn,  '  Undirstondeslow  aught  that 
snulei  han  any  torment  aftir  the  deeth  of 
Iht  l"idy?') 

'Ccrlcs,'  quod  sche,  'ye,  and  that 
ryght  greet,  Of  whiche  aoules,'  quoj 
schc,  >  I  Irowe  tint  some  ben  lomienled 
by  asprencssc  of  peyno,  (1370]  and  some 
soules,  I  trowe,  ben  exercised  by  a  purg- 
ynge  melceoesse  ;  but  my  conscil  nys  nat 
to  detennync  oF  thlse  peynes.  But  I 
have  travailed  and  told  yit  hider-to  for 
thou  scholdcsl  knowe  the  mowynge  oF 
«hrcwes,  whicbe  mowynge  the  scmelh 
to  ben  unworthy,  nis  no  mowynge  ;  and 
ek  of  schrewes,  of  whiche  ihou  pleynedest 
Ihal  Ibey  ne  were  ruvt  punysschid,  that 
thaw  wold  est  seen  that  ihei  ne  were 
ncveie  mo  withoulen  the  lormenles  of  hir 
wikkidnesse  j  and  of  ihe  licence  of  mow- 
ynge to  don  yvel  that  thou  preyedest  that 
it  mygbte  sone  hen  ended,  and  Iha!  thou 
wo1dt»l  fayn  Icrnen  that  it  ne  sholde  nat 
longe  endure ;  and  Ihat  schrewes  ben 
more  unsely  ylt  lh«  were  of  lengere 
duryngc,  and  niost  unsely  yif  ihci  wercn 
perdurable.  [1375]     And  aflir  this  I  have 


,   »3«7.  C,  HC. 


r  1)69- 


■^Jr^L 


^iH  - 

"A»  H.  c,  A,  r 

amd  IkMl  lluvi  wldal,  ^ 


sehewyd  the  that  more  nnscly  ben  hIit 
whan  ihei  escapcn  wilhouten  hir  i;i : 
pcyne,  Ihanne  whan  thtii  be"  puny- 
liyryghlliil  veniaunce ;  and  of  thlKK::' 
folwcth  it  jbal  Ihanne  (icn  schrew< 
slrejTicd  at  the  laste  wilh  roosl  gi. 
lormeni,  whan  men  weiie  that  i)i< 
ben  nat  punyssched.' 

'Whan  I  considere  thi  Tesonn<.  ■; 
I,  '  I  ne  irowe  nat  that  men  kvti 
tiling  more  verrayly.  And  yif  1  < 
ayein  to  the  sliidies  of  men,  who  i^  ' 
whom  it  sholde  seme,  that  he  ne  -•<.' 
nat  oonly  teven  thise  Ihinges,  Im. 
gladly  herkne  hem  ? ' 

'Certes,'  quod  schc,   'so  it  is.  [ 
Bui  men  may  nat,  for  ihcy  have  hii 
so  wont  to  ihe  derknesse  ol  erlhly  ihi 
Ihat  they  ne  may  lukl  tyften  hem  n, 
Ihe  light  of  clcr  sothfcslnesse,  biu 
ben  lyk  to  briddes  of  whicbe  Ihi'  n.. 
lighlnelh  hir  lokynge  and  the  day  hirr 
hem.     For  whao  men  loke  nat  ihr  < 
of  thinges,  but  hir  luslca  and  l.i!<  r 
they  wenc  that  either  the   Icvc  <( 
mowynge  to  don  wikkidnestc,  (■• 
the  scapynge  wilhoutra  peync  be  " 
(ul.     But  considere  the  jugement  ol  ^i^f 
perdurable  lawe.     For  yif  thou  ccmfcnnc 
Ihi  corage  lo  the  bestc  thinges,  Ihow  n 
hast  noon  nede  of  no  juge  to  yrvea  lb< 
prys  or  niede  ;  for  ihow  ha&t  joyned  thi- 
self  to  the  most  eKcellenI   thing.     And 
yif  thow  have  eoclyned  (hi  itudies  10  llK 
wikkide    ihinges,    ce   seek    no   imjoe 
wiekerc  out  of  Ihl-self;  fur  thow  ilii-scU 
hast  thrist  thiielf  tn-lo  wikkv  ihinga: 
(iiasl  ryght  as  thow  niy^ie«t  lokcn  ttf 
diverse   tymes  Ihe  fowie  erthc  and  the 
hevene,  and  that  alleolheTe  thinges  stynien 
Iro  wilhoule  (so  that  thow  ncie  ncylbtr  in 
hcvenc  ne  in  cribc,  ne  snye  no  ihyng 
more)  1  thmmc  scholdc  it  semen  10  the^ 
as  by  oonly  resoun  of  lokynge.  that  iho" 


Ij86,  Ci  H  Cl.  Ag  Aj 


Bui  (be  pcple  nc  lokith  nal  on 

«  things.     What  ihannc?    Schal  we 

tbannc  appmchm  as  to  hem  Ihal  I  have 

«-!wT»*il  iliBt   ihei   ben  lyke  to  beestes? 

^ ...  I  _i.  LP  uyliow  seyn  of  IhU :  yif  Ihai 

!■    .il  forlorn  his  syghte,  and 

i  I  thai  he  evcre  cawhe,  and 

I  I  ihJDg  oe  bytede  hym  of 

.  •!'  mankynde  ;  now  we  ihat 

'  liiiii    'C']    the  same  [hinges — wotde 

iial  wenc  that  he  were  blynd  ?  [lyv] 

•  ■     itbo  nc  Bccotdith  mt  ilic  peple  to 

1 1    I   whal   fcyn,  the  whiche  IhJni;  is 

I  icnj-it  by  as  slionge  foiuidernenles  of 

.'itns,  that  ii  Id  tcyn,  lh«t  more  unsely 

II  ibcy  that  dinn  wrong  la  otheK  Iblk, 

rri.iii  ihcy  thai  the  wrong  suHren.' 

woldc  here  Ihilke  uime  lesouns,' 


tow,'    ijuud     'ichc,     '  that    all 
e  lien  wnrlhy  ti  han  lorinentf ' 

i'  quod  schc,  ■  I  am  ecttcin  by 
Il  tiut  scliiewes  ben  iinsely.' 
lelh,'  qunl  L 

nedowleslow  nal, 'quod  sche, 

I  tUlkc  folk  Ihitl  ben  worthy  of  lor- 

U  llut  they  nc  ben  wrcccbcs  i '  [  ijgj] 

aooMdelh  wcl,"  quod  I. 

if  thou  wot  thaiine  I-!«l  a  juge  or 

if  Ihinect,  whethir  tioweslow 

^holJcn  tormcnten,  hym  thai 

he  wrong  or  ellci  hym  ihat 

d  the  wrong'' 

"  jiiod  1,  "Ihat  I  nolde 
tuni  iaiislaccioim  tu  hyiii  that 
rid  the  wrong,  by  the  sorwe  of 
mlde  doon  (he  uiong.' 
«  wmelh  it,'  quod  schc,  '  ihiit 
*  of  wrijo^  is  more  wrccche  tliao 
h  >ullni]«  wion^r 
U  folweth  It  Wet,'  <)uod  1. 

1  sche.  '  by  ihiw  cauxcs 

I*  that  hen  enforced  by 

"Lhe  or  synne  he 

B  videnns    udem 


the  propie  luilure  of  il  mokelb  men 
wtecchcs :  Btid  it  «heweih  wcl  (hat  iho 
wroni;  Ihat  men  doon  nis  nnl 
neSBC  of  hym  Ihal  resceyveth  the  wiuog, 
but  wiecchidneue  of  hym  that  dooth  the 
wrong.  [lAoa]  But  cerles,'  quod  sche, 
■  thise  otatourri  or  advoeattes  don  al  the 
canlrarie;  for  thei  enforcen  hem  lo  com- 
mocve  the  juges  to  han  pite  of  hem  that 
han  suRrid  and  receyved  Ihe  ihinges  thai 
ben  grevous  and  aspre,  and  yit  men 
scholden  more  ryghlfully  han  pile  of  hem 
that  doon  the  grevonces  and  ihc  wiongcf : 
the  whithc  schrcwe  it  were  a  mote 
covenable  thing  lliat  the  accusours  or 
advocattes,  oat  wmolh  bui  pytous  and 
dcbonayre,  Icddcn  the  schicwes  that  han 
don  wrong  lo  the  jugement,  ryght  as 
men  leden  syke  folk  to  the  teche,  for  that 
thei  shnlden  scken  rail  Ihe  maladyes  ol 
synne  hy  lormcDl,  And  Ly  this  covenant, 
eyther  the  enlent  of  the  deffendoun  or 
advocates  sholile  fayle  and  cesen  in  al,  or 
cllcs,  yit  the  office  of  advoeales  wolde 
betre  prolilen  lo  men,  it  scholde  be  tomed 
into  the  hnbyte  of  accusacioun.  ['40]] 
(That  is  to  seyn  Ihei  scholden  accuse 
schrewes,  and  nat  eacuKn  hem. )  And 
eek  the  ichrewes  hem-self,  yif  it  were 
leveful  lo  hem  to  seen  al  any  ciifte  the 
i-ettu  that  thei  han  forlelcn,  and  sawen 
that  they  scholden  putt  en  adoun  tlie 
Blthes  of  hir  vicei  by  ihc  loraienles 
of  peynes,  they  nc  aughten  nat,  rygbt 
for  the  recompensadoun  for  to  gelen 
hem  bounle  and  prowrasc  whiche  that 
thei  han  lost,  deraen  ne  holdea  that 
Ihitke  peynes  weren  lormenles  to  hem  t 
and  cek  thei  wnlden  refuse  the  altend- 
Buncc  of  hir  advocaiies,  and  taken  hem- 
self  lo  hir  juges  and  to  hit  accusours. 
For  whiche  it  bclydeth  that,  as  to  the 
wise  folk,  iher  nis  no  place  y-letea  lo  hale 
(that  is  to  seyn  that  hate  ne  hath  no  jdace 
among  wise  men) ;  for  no  wyghi  nil  haien 
godc  men,  but  yif  he  were  over  mochet  a 

depadiBarwnCnHlicc').    0(niuing*«/ before 
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fool,  ;uul  for  to  halcn  schrewes  it  nis  no 
resoun.  [mio]  For  rygbt  so  as  langwiss- 
yngc  is  maladye  of  body,  ryght  so  ben 
vices  and  synnc  maladye  of  corage  ;  and 
so  as  we  ne  deme  nat  that  they  that  ben 
sike  of  hir  body  ben  worthy  to  ben  hated, 
but  rather  worthy  of  pite ;  wel  more 
worthy  nat  to  ben  hated,  but  for  to  ben 
had  in  pite,  ben  thei  of  whiche  the 
thoughtes  ben  constreyned  by  felonous 
wikkidnessc,  that  is  more  or  wel  than  any 
langwissynge  of  Ixxly. 

'  Quid  tantos  luvat.' — Metrum  4 

What  deliteth  yow  to  exciten  so  grete 
moevynges  of  hatredes,  and  to  hasten  and 
bysien  the  fatal  disposicioun  of  your  delh 
with  your  propre  handes  (that  is  to  seyn, 
by  batayles  or  contek)  ?  For  pf  ye  axen 
the  deth,  it  hasteth  hym  of  his  owene  wil, 
ne  deth  ne  taryeth  nat  his  swifte  hors. 
[1415]  And  the  men  that  the  scri>entes, 
and  the  lyuun,  and  the  tigre,  and  the  here, 
and  the  boor,  scken  to  sleen  with  hir  teeth, 
yit  thilkc  Mine  men  scken  to  sleen  everiche 
of  hem  oothir  with  swerd.  Lo,  for  hir 
maneres  ben  diverse  and  discordaunt, 
thei  moeven  unryghlful  oostes  and  cruel 
Iwtayles,  and  wilnen  to  perise  by  entre- 
chaungynge  of  dartes  !  But  the  resoun  of 
cruclte  nis  nat  i-nowhe  ryghtful.  Wiltow 
thanne  yelden  a  covenable  gerd<jun  to  the 
dissertes  of  men  ?  Love  rj'ghtfully  good 
folk,  and  have  pite  on  schrewes.' 

*  I/ii  t\i^o  r '/</«. t?  inquam.^ — Prosa  5 

*Thus  sc  r  wel,'  quod  I,  *eyther  what 
blisfulnesse  or  elles  what  unselynesse  is 
establisshid  in  the  dissertes  of  gode  men 
and  of  schrewes.  [1420]  But  in  this  ilke 
fortune  of  peple  I  se  somwhat  of  good 
an<l  somwhat  of  yvel.  For  no  wise  man 
hath  nat  leverc  ben  exiled,  pore  and  ncdy 

1414.    What,  why. 

1 41 4.  hasten  and  bysien^   'hasler'  and   'iol* 
licitarc.' 

1415.  horn,  horses. 

1416.  iCf/^ntes,  Tzther  '  srr/enf.* 

142 1 .  fortune  o/i^tplc^  '  fortuna  populari.' 


and  nameles,  thanne  for  to  duellen  m  Vb 
cyte,  and  flouren  of  rychesses,  and  be  k- 
dowtable  by  honour  and  strong  <^  povcf. 
For  in  this  wise  more  clcrly  and  mow 
witnesfully  is  the  office  of  wise  men  j- 
treted,  whanne  the  blisfulnesse  and  the 
pouste  of  gouvemours  is,  as  it  n^'ere,  I* 
schadde  among  peples  that  ben  neygfabois 
and  subgites ;  syn  that  namely  prisovoi 
la  we,  and  thise  othere  tormentes  of  lii«- 
ful  peynes  ben  rather  owed  to  fdoons 
citezcins,  for  the  whiche  felones  citezcens 
the  pe>'nes  ben  establisschid  than  for  good 

folk.'  [1425] 

*  Thanne  I  merveilc  me  grctely,'  quod 
I,  *  why  that  the  thinges  ben  so  mys  «■ 
trechaunged   that  tormentes  of  felooyo 
presscn  and  confounden  good  folk,  tnd 
schrewes  ravysschen  medes  of  vertu  (and 
ben  in  honours  and  in  gret  estates).     And 
I  desire  cek  for  to  witen  of  the  whit 
semeth   the  to  be  the  resoun  of  this  so 
wrongful    a    confusioun ;    for    I    wtjldc 
wondre  wel  the  lasse,  yif  I  trowcdc  that 
allc  thise  thinges  weren  medlede  by  fortn- 
nows  hap.    But  now  hepith  and  encrescth 
myn  astonyenge  god  govemour  of  thii^;e&, 
that,  so  as  god  yevcth  ofle  tymes  to  gpde 
men  godes  and  myrthes,  and  to  schrewes 
yvelis   and    aspre   thinges,    and    yeveth 
ayeinward  to  good  folk  hardenesses,  and 
lo  schrewes  he  graunteth  hem  hir  i^il  and 
that    they   desiren  —  [«43o]    what   difief- 
ence  thanne  may  ther  be  bytwixen  thai 
that  god  doth  and  the  hap  of  fortune,  yif 
men  nc  knowe  nat  the  cause  why  that 
it  is?' 

*Ne  it  nis  no  merveile,'  quod  sche, 
*  ihowh  that  men  wenen  that  ther  be  som- 
what foolisshc  and  confiis,  whan  the  resoun 
of  the  ordre  is  unknowe.  But  although 
that  thou  ne  knowe  nat  the  cause  of  so 
gret  a  dbposicioun,  natheles  for  as  moche 
as  god  the  gode  govemour  atempreth  and 
gouverneth  the  world,  ne  doute  the  nat 
that  alle  thinges  nc  ben  don  aryght.* 


1494.  tvist  men,  rather  wisdom,  'sapienttc.' 
1424.  subgites  not  in  Latin  or  French. 
1439.  tkat^  to   as  f»J,   etc,  who,  since  be, 
etc. 
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*  Si  qiiis  Arcturi  sidera.^ — Metrum  5 

« Who  so  that  ne  knowe  nat  the  sterres 

of  Arctour,  y-torn<xl  neyghe  to  the  sover- 

B>Tie  centre  or  jwynt  (that  is  to  seyn  y- 

tomed  neyghe  to  the  sovereyne  pool  of 

the    firmament),   and  wot   nat  why  the 

sterre  Boetespasseth  orgadrethhiswaynes, 

and  drencheth  his  late  flaumbes  in  the  see, 

[1435]  and  whi  that  Boetes,  the  sterre,  un- 

fooldeth  hise  overswifte  arysynges,  thanne 

sclial  he  wondryn  of  the  lawe  of  the  heye 

eyr  ;  and  eek  yif  that  he  knowe  nat  why 

that  the  homes  of  the  fulle  mone  waxen 

pole  and  infect  by  bowndes  of  the  derk 

uyght,  and  how  the  mone  derk  and  confus 

discoverelh  the  sterres  that  sche  hadde 

covered  by  hir  clerc  vysage.     The  comune 

«rrour  moeveih  folk,  and  niaketh  weery 

hir   bosyns   of  bras    by    thikke   strokes. 

(That   is  to  seyn,  that  ther   is  a  maner 

peple  that  highte  Coribandes,  that  wenen 

that  whan  the  mone  is  in  the  cclips  that  it 

be  enchaunted,  and  therfore  for-to  rescowc 

the   mone   thei   betyn    hir   basyns   with 

thikke  strokes. )     Ne  no  man  ne  wondreth 

whanne  the  blastes  of  the  wynd  (Chorus 

beten  the  strondes  of  the  see  by  quakynge 

fioodes ;  [1440]  ne  no  man  ne  wondrith  whan 

the  weighle  of  the  snowh,  I-liardid  by  the 

cold,  is  resolvyd  by  the  brennynge  hete 

of  Phebus,  the  sonne ;  for  her  seen  men 

redily  the  causes.     But  the  causes  y-hidd 

(that  is  to  seyn,  in  hevene)  trowblen  the 

brestes  of  men.     The  moevable  peple  is 

astoned  of  alle  thinges  that  comen  seelde 

and  sodeynly  in  our  age;   but   yif  the 

trubly  errour  of  our  ignoraunce  departe<l 

fro  us,  so  that  we  wisten  the  causes  why 

that  swiche  thinges  bytyden,  certes  thei 

scholde  cesen  to  seme  wondres.' 

« lia  est  inquam,^ — Prosa  6 
•  Thus  it  is,'  quod  I.     *  But  so  as  thou 
hast  yeven  or  byhyght  me  to  unwrappen 

X43X.  sUrrtt  o/Arctourt  'Arcturi  ddera,'  i.e. 
UrsaMajor. 

1435.  passeik  or  gadrttk^  *  legal ' ;  gadreth  is 
incorrect.    Bootes  apparently  pa^  •  s  Ursa  Major. 

1438.  maketh^  they  make  {jolk  is  singular). 

1430.  CoribtuuleSt  not  in  Latin ;   Fr.  '  li  cori- 

l»MJt.*^ 


the  hidde  causes  of  thinges,  and  to  dis- 
covere  me  the  resouns  covered  with  derk- 
nes,   I   preie  the  that  thou  devyse  and 
juge  me  of  this  matere,  and  that  thou  do 
me  to  undirstonden  it.     For  this  miracle 
or  this  wonder  trowbleth  me  ryght  gretly.' 
And  thanne  sche,  a  litel  what  smylingc, 
seide:    [1445]    *Thou    clepist    me,'   quod 
sche,  *  to  telle  thing  that  is  gretteste  of 
alle  thingis  that  mowen  ben  axed,  and  to 
the  whiche   questioun    unnethcs  is  ther 
aught   I-nowgh   to   laven   it.     (As  who 
seith,   unnethes  is   ther  suffisauntly  any 
thing  to  answeren  parfitly  to  ihy  ques- 
tioun. )     For  the  matere  of  it  is  swich,  that 
whan  o  doute  is  determined  and  kut  awey, 
ther  waxen  othere  douteswithoute  nonibre, 
ryght  as  the  hevedes  wexen  of  Idre  (the 
serpent  that  Hercules  slowh).     Ne  ther 
ne  were  no  manere  ne  noon  ende,  but  if 
that  a  wyght  constreynede  tho  doutcs  by 
a  ryght  lifly  and  quyk  fir  of  thought  (that 
is   to  seyn,  by  vigour  and  strengthe  of 
wit).     For   in   this   matere   men    weren 
wont   to  maken  questiouns  of  the  s>'m- 
plicite  of  the  purveaunce  of  god,  and  of 
the  ordre  of  destyne,  and  of  sodcyn  hap, 
and  of  the  knowjTige  and  predestinacioun 
dcNyne,  and  of  the  liberte  of  frc  wil ; 
[1450]  the  whiche  thinges   thou    thi-self 
aperceyvest  wel  of  what  wcighte  thei  ben. 
But  for  as  moche  as  the  knowjnge  of 
thisc  thinges  is  a  maner  porcioun  of  the 
medycyne  to  the,  al  be  it  so  that  I  have 
lilil  tyme  to  doon  it,  yit  natheles  y  wol 
cnforcen  me  to  schewe  somwhat  of  it. 
But  although  the  nor}*ssynges  of  dite  of 
musyk  delitelh  the,  thou  most  suffren  and 
forbcren  a  litel  of  thilke  delit,  whil  that 
I  weve  to  the  resouns  y-knyt  by  ordre.* 
*  As  it  liketh  to  the,'  quod  I,  '  so  do.' 
Tho  spak  sche  rj'ght  as  by  an  other 
bygjTinynge,  and  seide  thus :    *  The  en- 
gendrynge  of  alle   thinges,'  quod   sche, 
*and  alle  the   progressiouns  of  muable 
nature,  and  al  that  moeveth  in  any  manere, 
taketh  hise   causes,   his   ordre,   and   his 
formes,  of  the  stablenesse  of  the  devync 
thought.  [1455]   And  thilke  de\7hc  thought 
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and  put  in  the  lour  (thni  Is 
scyti,  in  ihc  hcighU)  of  Ihe  simplkiie 
of  god,  sUbVasilh  nuuiy  irmnei  giscs  In 
thinges  thaL  ben  Lo  dune  ;  the  whiche 
maneic  wluui  that  men  lookcn  il  in  Ihilkc 
puie  dennesse  of  Ihe  dcvyne  inli:lligence, 
it  h  y-deped  purveaunce;  but  whajinc 
thilke  manere  is  referred  by  men  to  ihinges 
thai  it  moevelh  nod  dispotiyth,  than  of 
"as  clepyd  dcstync.  The 
wbiche  thinges  yif  that  any  wyght  loketh 
ill  his  thought  the  strengthe  of  Ihat 
Atid  of  that  uothir,  lie  schftl  lyghlly 
'en  seen  that  Ihiic  two  thinges  ben 
■IS.  For  purvcaunce  is  thilke  devync 
un  thai  is  eslablissed  in  the  suvereyn 
prince  of  thinges,  the  whiche  purveaunce 
disponiih  alle  thinges ;  bul  dcstyne  is 
the  disposicioun  and  onlenance  clyvyog 
to  mocvable  thinges,  by  Ibe  whiche  dis- 
*  '  1  Ihe  purvcaunce  knytteth  alle 
_  inhironlres;  [1460]  for  pur\-eaunce 
'tabracuth  alJe  thitifs^  to  hi!p«,  itl-thoghe 
thei  ben  diverse  and  although  lliei 
inRnit.  But  destyne  cerles  depnrleth 
ordeynelh  idle  ibingcs  singuleily  and 
led  in  moevynges,  in  places,  in 
fbtmes,  iniynies.  As  thus:  lal  the  uofold- 
ynge  of  lemporcl  nrdenaunce,  assembled 
and  oonyd  in  the  lokyngc  of  the  dcvyne 
thought,  be  cicpcd  purvcaunce ;  nnd  thilke 
same  assemblyngc  and  ooDyng?,  dcvyded 
and  unfolden  by  lymes,  lat  that  ben  odled 
destyne.  And  al  be  it  so  that  ihise 
thinges  ben  diverse,  yil  nalheies  bongelh 
that  (ion  of  that  oothcr :  foi.whi  the  ordre 
'4cstynal  proccdilh  of  the  simplidic  of 
"       'cnnncc.  (i4«sj     For  ryghi  as  a  werk. 

J  that  uperceyveih  in  his  thought  the 

wnne  of  the  thing  that  he  vrnl  make,  and 
moevelh  the  dtect  of  Ihe  work,  and  lediih 
that  he  haddc  lookid  byforn  in  his  thought 
iymplely  and  presently,  by  (emporel  orde- 
naunce ;  cencs  ryght  so  god  dUponith  in 
his  purveaunce  Sl^uldly  and  slablcly  the 
thinees  that  ben  10  doone  i  but  he  amyni- 


thati 
■won" 
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Eltelh  in   many  nmneria  and  in  '1 
tymes  by  dtslyne  thilke  same  iWng. 
he  haili disponyd.      Thanne,  tAeiii- 
destyne    be    exurcised     oultiii    I'y 
devyne  spirilcs,  servanlta  lo  Ihe   1: 
purveaunce,  or  ellcs   ljy  soiitt  - 
elles  by  alle  nature  sci^. ... 
clles  by  the  celestial  ni"i.'i  > 
or  elles  by  vcrtu  of  auii-. 
divers  subtilite  of  dcvi:li~,  . 
of  hem,  orcllcs  by  hcin  alli:  .   <:i.   ' 
ordcnaunee  is  y-woven  and  iu.^f\ 
Certes  it  is  openething  thai  ihe  pniv, 
is  an   unmoevable  and   symple  fnin 
Ihii^es  to  doonc  j  (mjo]  and  the  irii» 
liond   and   the   tcmpoiel   ordeiuu' 
thinges  whiche  thai  ihe  devyne  syin] : 
of  purveaunce  hath  otde>-neil  Ic   i 
that  is  destyne.     For  tvhiclie  il  is  tl.  ■ 
Ihinges  that  ben  put  uridir  desl)~" 
certes  subples  lo  puiveaAincv,  I'l  "i 
purveaunce  destyne  itself  a  sul^i 
under.      But  some  Ihingcs  ben  pui  1  r 
purveaunce,  thai  sourmounlen  the  ori' 
nance  of  destyne ;   and   thu  ben  ibdU 
Ihat  stablely  ben  l-fycdiid  ncy^  W'Ik 
first    godhede.      They   suimoontcn  1^ 
ordre  of  deslynal  mocvablete.      Y"i  t-.  ■-' 
as    cerklis    that    lomen    alioute   ;: 
centre  or  aboute  a  poylil,   thillc 
that  is  inncrcsl  or  mosl  withinnc  I'l 
lo  the  symplesse  of  the  myddle,  {tuA 
is,  as  il  were,  a  centre  01  a  poyni  tu  ilui 
othere  ceiklis  thai  tornen  aboutra  hra  ■ 
and  thilke  that  is  utlerest,  compaan  ^ 
a  largere  eavyrownynge,  is  unloMtn  I? 
largere  spaces,  in  so  moche  as  il  i*  &ff)ial 
fro  the  myddel  symplitile  o(  the  poT" ! 
and  yif  Iher  be  any  thii^  that  knyw** 
and    fislawschipeth    hym-self   to    ihiik' 
myddel  poynt,  it  is  oonstrcyneil  in-ti-   : 
pHdteittiatistoseyn,  into  unmocinK 
and  il  ceseth  to  ben  schad  and  ii'  '' 
diversely.     Ryghl  so,  by  scnil.IiM'  ■■ 
thilke  Ihing  that  depot\ti'i  r  ■■-■ 
firsl  thought  of  god,  il 
5umtniltid  lo  grellerc  l-ir.... 
and  in  so  nodie  is  Ihe  li  1.. 
laiis  fro  destyne,  ss  it  axt;!.  -:...  :.-   -   ; 
hym  neer  lo  thilke  ccntic  of  thii^^ 
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k  to  seyn,  god) ;  [1480]  and  yif  the  thing 
dyveth  to  the  sted&stnesse  of  the  thought 
of  god  and  be  withoute  moevynge,  certes 
h  surmounteth  the  necessite  of  destyne. 
Tlianne  ryght  swich  comparysoun  as  is  of 
skillynge  to  undirstondyng,  and  of  thing 
that  ys  engendrid  to  thing  that  is,  and  of 
tjrme  to  eternite,  and  of  the  cercle  to  the 
centre ;  ryght  so  is  the  ordre  of  moevable 
destyne  to  the  stable  symplidte  of  purve- 
aunce.  Thilke  ordenaunce  moveth  the 
hevene  and  the  sterres,  and  atemprith  the 
elementes  to-gidre  amonges  hem-self,  and 
timnsformeth  hem  by  entrechaungeable 
mutacioun.  And  thilke  same  ordre 
neweth  ayein  alle  thinges  growynge  and 
fidlynge  adoun,  by  semblable  progressions 
of  sedes  and  of  sexes  (that  is  to  seyn,  mal 
ftod  femele).  [1485]  And  this  ilke  ordre 
oonstreyneth  the  fortunes  and  the  dedes 
of  men  by  a  bond  of  causes  nat  able  to 
ben  unbownde ;  the  whiche  destynal 
causes,  whan  thei  passen  out  of  the 
bygjmnjrnges  of  the  unmoevable  purve- 
annce,  it  moot  nedes  be  that  thei  ne  be 
nat  mutable.  And  thus  ben  the  thinges 
fill  wel  I-govemed  yif  that  the  symplicitc 
dueliynge  in  the  devyne  thc^ht  scheweth 
forth  the  ordre  of  causes  unable  to  ben 
l-bowed.  And  this  ordre  constreyneth 
by  his  propre  stablete  the  moevable 
thingis,  or  elles  thei  scholden  fleten  folyly. 
For  whiche  it  es  that  alle  Uiingis  semen 
to  ben  confiis  and  trouble  to  us  men,  for 
we  ne  mowen  nat  considere  thilke  orde- 
naunce. [1490]  Natheles  the  propre  maner 
of  every  thing,  dressynge  hem  to  gode, 
disponith  hem  alle ;  for  ther  nys  no  thing 
doon  for  cause  of  yvel,  ne  thilk  thing  that 
is  doon  by  wikkid  folk  nys  nat  doon 
lor  yvel,  the  whiche  schrewes,  as  I  have 
schewed  fill  plentyvously,  seken  good,  but 
wikkid  errour  m3rstonieth  hem ;  ne  the 
cmlre  camyugt  fto  the  poynt  of  sovereyn 
good  ne  declyneth  nat  fro  his  bygynnynge. 

s48ob  Ci  Af  H  Cx.  tffgod, 

148a.  smlfyngtt  '  ntiodnatio.' 

1485.  texttt  Fr.  '  sexes,'  '  fetuiun '  confused 
with  teen*  {uxm$). 

14/67.  wkmm  t/Ui  /atuttf  'cum'  causal  con- 
stniea  as  '  cum '  temporal. 

S499.  Poynit  oentze. 


But  thou  mayst  seyn,  **  What  unreste 
may  ben  a  worse  confiisioun  than  that  gode 
men  han  som  tyme  adversite  and  som  tyme 
prosperite,  and  schrewes  also  han  now 
thingis  that  they  desiren  and  now  thinges 
that  thei  haten?"  Whethir  men  lyven 
now  in  swich  holnesse  of  thought  (as  who 
seith,  ben  men  now  so  wyse)  that  swiche 
folk  as  thei  demen  to  ben  gode  folk  or 
schrewes,  that  it  moste  nedes  ben  that 
folk  ben  swiche  as  thei  wenen  ?  But  in 
this  manere  the  domes  of  men  discorden, 
that  thilke  men  that  som  folk  demen 
worthy  of  mede,  other  folk  demen  hem 
worthy  of  torment.  [1495]  But  lat  us 
graunten,  I  pose,  that  som  man  may  wel 
demen  or  knowen  the  good  folk  and  the 
badde  ;  may  he  thanne  knowen  and  seen 
thilke  innereste  atempraunce  of  corages 
as  it  hath  ben  wont  to  ben  seyd  of  bodyes  ? 
(As  who  seith,  may  a  man  speken  and 
determinen  of  atempraunce  in  corages, 
as  men  were  wont  to  demen  or  speken  of 
complexions  and  atempraunces  of  bodies?) 
Ne  it  ne  is  nat  an  unlike  miracle  to  hem 
that  ne  knowen  it  nat  (as  who  seith,  but 
it  is  lik  a  mervayle  or  miracle  to  hem  that 
ne  knowen  it  nat)  whi  that  swete  thinges 
ben  covenable  to  some  bodies  that  ben 
hole,  and  to  some  bodies  byttere  thinges 
l>en  covenable ;  [isoo]  and  also  why  that 
some  syk  folk  ben  holpen  with  lyghte 
medicynes,  and  some  folk  ben  holpen 
with  sharpe  medicynes.  But  natheles  the 
leche,  that  knoweth  the  manere  and  the 
atempraunce  of  hele  and  of  maladye, 
ne  merveyleth  of  it  no-thyng.  But  what 
othir  thing  semeth  hele  of  corages  but 
bounte  and  prowesse?  And  what  othir 
thing  semeth  maladye  of  corages  but 
vices  ?  Who  is  elles  kepere  of  good  or 
dryvere  awey  of  yvel  but  god,  govemour 
and  lechere  of  thoughtes  ?  The  whiche 
god,  whan  he  hath  l^holden  from  the  bye 
tour  of  his  purveaunce,  he  knoweth  what 

Z493.  What  unresit^  etc.,  'Que,  tu  inquies, 
potest  ulla  ini^uior  confusio?'    Chaucer  began 
with  Fr.  '  Mais  tu  diras,'  and  then  turned  to 
Latin,  construing  '  inquies '  as  a  noun. 
1494.  Wktthir  men^  etc..  do  men,  etc 
X499.  Uk  a  mirvayUt  rather  a  lik  merfayU^ 
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is  covenable  to  creiy  wighl,  and  lenyth 
hem  that  he  woot  that  is  covcnable  10 
bem.  [ijos]  Lo  herof  cotnyth  and  herof 
it  lion  this  noble  miracle  of  the  ordce 
-destynal,  whan  god,  that  al  knowelh, 
doolh  iwiche  thing,  or  whiche  thing  un- 
knowyngc  folk  ben  asionyd.  But  for  to 
constreyne  (as  who  sdth,  but  far  to  com- 
prehende  and  lo  telle)  a  fcwe  Ihingis  of 
the  dcvyne  depnisse,  the  whiche  that 
nunnys  resoun  may  undirstonde,  thilke 
man  (hat  Ihou  wenesi  to  ben  r)%hl  just 
and  ryght  kqjyngc  of  eqvdlc,  the  contrarie 
of  that  semeth  to  the  devyne  purveaunce, 
that  al  woot.  And  Lucan,  my  lamylier, 
telleih  (hat  the  victorious  cause  likide  to 
the  goddea,  and  the  cause  overconien 
likide  to  Catoun.  Thanne  what  so  eveie 
thou  maysl  seen  thai  is  doon  in  this  world 
unhopd  o(  unwened,  cerles  it  is  the 
fjghte  ordic  nf  thinges :  but  as  lo  (hi 
wikkid  opynioua,  it  is  a  confiisioun. 
[t$ta]  But  1  suppose  ihftC  snm  man  be  so 
wel  I.thewed  thai  the  devyne  jugeroent 
and  the  jugemenl  nf  tnankynde  accordcn 
hem  10  gidie  of  hym  ;  but  he  is  so  un- 
stidftst  of  corage  that,  yif  any  adveraite 
come  lo  hym,  he  wol  forjeten  peraventuie 
to  continue  intiocencc,  hy  the  whiche  he 
ne  ttmy  nat  withholdcn  fortune.  Thanne 
the  wisedispensftcionofgod  sparith  hym, 
the  whiche  man  adveisite  myghte  enpey. 
ren ;  loi  that  god  wol  nat  saffrcn  hym  to 
bBvailc,  to  whom  ihat  travaile  nis  nat 
oovcnable.  Another  man  is  parfit  in  alle 
vettus,  and  is  an  holi  man  and  neigh  lo 
god,  so  that  the  piuveaunce  of  god  wolde 
deme  that  it  were  a  felonic  that  he  were 
touched  with  any  adversiles ;  so  thai  be 
wol  natsuRielhat  swichamanbe  nioeved 
with  any  bodily  nuladye.  [ijis]  But  m 
as  seyde  a  philosophre,  (he  more  eifellent 
by  roe,— be  seyde  in  Grcc  that  "verlues 
ban  eJilied  the  body  of  iht  holi  man." 
And  ufie  lyme  it  be-tydclh  that  the  somme 
ttftjmf,  nlber  tc  apdu  tdi*rUy  ^ 


«,  Y.   Pki^ali, 


tif  Ihingis  ihnt  ben  to  done  i>  i.> 
governe  lo  good  folkt  f*"  'bai  the 
haboundaunt   of   scbrewes    sdipldr 
abated.     And  god  yevelh  and  dcpn- 
10  other  folk  prosperites  and  adieri- 
I-raeddled  to  hepe  aftir  the  qualite  ii 
corages,   and   remordith    samt   lolk  b; 
adversite,  for  Ibci  ne  schotden  nu  luo 
proude  by  long  weletiijnesse ;  and  odis 
folk   he   sufTreth    to    ben    tisvailed   li^ 
horde  thinges,  for  that  tbei  scbolden  cm- 
fennen  the  venues  of  conge  by  the  usip 
and  the  exerdtacioun  of  paoence,  \x-,A 
And  other  folk   dreden   more  ihin  tJm 
oughten    the   whiche   ihei    myghl;  id 
beren,  and   thilke  folk  god  ledeth  in-u 
experience   of  hem  -  self  hy   ospre  ud 
soTwefiil  (hingis.     And   nuuiy  othit  iott 
hon   bought   honourable   renunn  ti  |)>S 
world  by  the  prys  of  glorious  deth  ;  ltd 
som  men,  Ihat  ne  mowen  nat  ben  a*er 
comen  by  torment,  ban  ycven  nuant'' 
10  other  folk  that  vertn  mni  nat  hen  one 
comyn  by  adversiles. 

And  of  alle  ihise  thinges  ther  nis  v 
doute  that  ihei  ne  ben  doon  fyghlfotl; 
and  ordeynly,  to  the  profit  of  hen  M 
whom  we  seen  ihise  thingie  bet]Kk. 
For  certes,  that  adversile  comdli  MB- 
lyme  lo  scbrewes  and  somtyine  te 
that  ihey  desiren,  il  comilli  of  iUm 
forseyde  causes,  [ijij]  And  of  Mrwiftl 
Ihingis  Ihat  betyden  to  scbrewes  oeftci  M 
man  ne  wondreth  ;  for  alle  men  vcnei 
that  Ihei  ban  wel  desserrid  it.  and  ttai 
thei  ben  of  wykldd  meryu  Of  why* 
scbrewes  the  torment  som-tymc  ogastdl 
olbere  lo  don  fdonyes,  and  som-tyme  i 
amendeth  hem  Ibat  suHren  tlie  lotmenles 
and  the  prosperite  that  is  yeren  l> 
scbrewes  schewelh  a  grcl  u^mRU  h 
good  folk  whai  thing  ihei  scholde  deme 
of  Ihiike  welefulnesse.  (he  whkhe  ftm 
petite  men  seen  ofie  serven  to  scfartoa 
In  the  whiche  ihing  I  Irowe  tlaU  (0 
dispcnselh.  For  peravcninre  Ibe  UMW 
of  som  man  is  m>  overthrowynge  la  ytd 

tjiT-  ttktn,  minuted. 
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and  so  uncovcnable,  that  the  nedy  poverte 
of  his  houshold  myghte  rather  egren  hym 
to  don  felonyes ;  and  to  the  maladye  of 
bym  god  putteth  remedye  to  yeven  hym 
lychesses.  [1590]     And  som  othir  man  by- 
holdethhisconsciencedefouled  withsynnes, 
and  makith  comparysoun  of  his  fortune 
and  of  hym-self,  and  dredith  peraventure 
that  his  blisfiihiesse,  of  whiche  the  usage  is 
joyeful  to  hym,  that  the  lesynge  of  thilke 
blisfiilnesse  ne  be  nat  sorwfiil  to  hym  ; 
and  therfore  he  wol  chaunge  his  maneris, 
and,  for  he  dredith  to  lesen  his  fortune, 
he  forletith  his  wikkidnesse.     To  other 
folke  is  welefiilnesse  I-yeven  unworthely, 
the  whiche  overthroweth  hem  in-to  de- 
struccioun,  that  thei  han  disservid ;  and 
to  som  othir  folk  is  yoven  power  to  punys- 
shen,  for  that  it  schal  be  cause  of  con- 
tynuadoun  and  exercisynge  to  good  folk, 
and  cause  of  torment  to  schrewes.  [1535] 
For  so  as  ther  nis  noon  alliaunce  bytwixc 
good  folk  and  schrewes,  ne  schrewes  ne 
mowen   nat  acorden    among   hem -self. 
And  whi  nat?     For  schrewes  discorden 
of  hem-self  by  hir  vices,  the  whiche  vices 
al  to>reenden  her  consciences,  and  doon 
ofte  time  thinges  the  whiche  thingis,  whan 
thei  han  doon  hem,  they  demen  that  tho 
thinges  ne  scholden  nat  han  ben  doon. 
For  whiche  thing  thilke  sovereyne  purve- 
aunce  hath  makid  ofte  tyme  £eiir  myracle, 
so  that  schrewes  han  inaked  schrewes  to 
ben   gode  men.     For   whan  that  some 
schrewes  seen  that  they  suffiren  wrong- 
fully felonyes  of  othere   schrewes,  they 
wexen  eschaufed  in-to  hate  of  hem  that 
anoyed  hem,  and  retomen  to  the  fruyt 
of  vertu,  whan  thei  studien  to  ben  unlyk 
to   hem    that    thei    han    hated.      Certis 
oonly  this  is  the  devyne  myght  to  the 
whidie  myghte  yvelis  ben  thannc  gode 
whan  it  useth  the  yvelis  covenably  and 
draweth  out    the    effect  of   any  good. 
[1540]  (As  who  seith  that  yvel  is  good 

15TO.  wtcevtnmbU^  rather  9utrag€OuSt  '  inpor* 
cuna»  probaUy  read  as  inoporiuna, 

S535*  contynuaeiouny  '  coutumance '  ('exerci* 
ciunOi  read  as  c^niimMomee, 

1537.  H  Cx.  A}  oaAx/air  before  myracU. 

1539*  ^^^i  'dttm.' 

1540.  anygiftd,  'aucun  bien.* 


only  to  the  myghte  of  god,  for  the  myght 
of  god  ordeyneth  thilke  yvel  to  good. ) 

For  oon  ordre  enbraseth  alle  thinges, 
so  that  what  wyght  that  departeth  fro  the 
resoun  of  thilke  ordre  which  that  is 
assigned  to  hjrm,  algatis  yit  he  slideth 
in-to  an  othir  ordre ;  so  that  no  thing  is 
leveful  to  folye  in  the  reaume  of  the 
devyne  purveaunce  (as  who  seith,  no 
thing  nis  withouten  ordenaunce  in  the 
reame  of  the  devyne  purveaunce),  syn 
that  the  ryght  strong  god  govemeth  alle 
thinges  in  this  world.  For  it  nis  nat 
leveful  to  man  to  comprehenden  by  wit, 
ne  unfolden  by  word,  alle  the  subtil 
ordenaunces  and  disposicionis  of  the 
de\7ne  entente.  For  oonly  it  owghte 
sufHse  to  han  lokid  that  god  hym -self, 
makerc  of  alle  natures,  ordeineth  and 
dresseth  alle  thingis  to  gode  ;  [1545]  w^il 
that  he  hasteth  to  withholden  the  thingis 
that  he  hath  makid  into  his  semblaunce 
(that  is  to  seyn,  for  to  withholden  thingis 
in-to  gode,  for  he  hym-self  is  good),  he 
chasith  out  alle  yvel  fro  the  boundes  of 
his  comynalite  by  the  ordre  of  necessite 
destinable.  For  whiche  it  folweth  that, 
yif  thou  loke  the  purveaunce  ordeynynge 
the  thinges  that  men  wenen  ben  outraious 
or  haboundaunt  in  crthis,  thou  ne  schalt 
nat  seen  in  no  place  no  thing  of  yvel. 
But  I  se  now  that  thou  art  charged  with 
the  weyghte  of  the  questioun,  and  wery 
with  lengthe  of  my  resoun,  and  that  thou 
abydest  som  swetnesse  of  songe.  Tak 
thanne  this  drawght,  and,  whanne  thou 
art  wel  reffiressched  and  refect,  thou 
schalt  be  more  stedfs«t  to  stye  in-to  heycre 
questions  or  thinges.  [1550] 

*  Si  vis  celsi  iura."* — Mctrum  6 

Yif  thou,  wys,  wilt  demen  in  thi  pure 
thought  the  ryghtes  or  the  lawes  of  the 
heye  thondrere  (that  Is  to  seyn,  of  god), 
loke  thou  and  byhoold  the  heightes  of 
the  sovereyn  hevene.  Ther  kcpin  the 
sterres,  be  ryghtful  alliaunce  of  thinges, 

1544.  man^  Ai  to  no  man  i  Cj  H  Cx.  Aj  B  nten. 
1550.  or  thinges^  A*  H  0/ thinges;  Cg  Ai  omit. 
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hit  oolde  pees.     The  sonne,  T-moevid  by 
his  rody  fyt.  oe  dislorbeth  n»l  Ihe  colde 
DCicle    or    the   tame.      Ne    [he    stetce 
niepid    Ihe    Bere,    thai    enclyncth    his 
f&Tyaschyuge  cour^  abowte  the  sorereyn 
:^h(c  of  the  world — ne  Ihe  same  steite 
1)15   nevere   mo   wasschen    in   the 
MtSatae  see,  ne  coveyleth  n»t  lo 
I  his  flaiimbes   in  the  see   of  the 
ui,  although  it  see  athcrc  stcires  1- 
Dgid  in  the  see.      And  Hespeius  the 
e  bodilh  and  tellelh  >)wey  Ihe  Ute 
bq^tes,  and  Lucyfet  the  itettc  bryngeih 
P'ayein  (he  cleie  day,   [isj;] 

And  Ihus  m&keth  Love  ealFC-chaunge- 

■bls   Ihe   perdurable   courses ;  and  thus 

is  discardable  bataile   y'ptit   nut    of  Ihe 

conire  of  the  slerrcs.     This  nccordauncc 

mpryth    by    evenelyke    manens    thu 

L  clementes,      thnt     the     motile    Ihingis, 

ryvynge  with   Ihe  rtryc   thingis,  ycvcn 

■ijllace  by  stoundcs :   nnd  thai   ibe  cnldc 

flungis  joynen  hem  by  feyth  lo  the  hole 

Ain^is ;  and  ihul  the  lyghtc  lyr  uriscth 

'  l-to  heighle,  and  the  bevy  erthc&  avalen 

f  hec  weyghtes.     By  Ihise  same  causes 

E  floury  yer  yeldelh   swole  smelles  in 

:   first  somer  sesoun  wumynge  ;   nnd 

nner  dryeth  the  comes :   and 

Mtompne  comilb  ayein  bevy  of  apples ; 

fand     the     tletyng    reyn     by-dewelh     Ihd 

'  wynter.     This  n-lempraunce  oiirysscholh 

and    bryngeth    forth    aUe   thinges    that 

brethilb   lif  'la   this   world ;    [15611]    and 

thilke  same  atlempraunce,  ravysschyn^, 

hideth  and  bynymelh,  and  dreucheth  undir 

the  liste  deth,  aile  ihinges  I-born. 

Among  thise  Ihingei  sitteth  Ihe  heyc 
makere.  kyng  and  lord,  welle  and 
bygynnyu^e,  lawe  and  wys  juge  lo  don 
lite,  and  (^ovemelh  and  enclyneth  the 
'dies  of  ihinges.  And  iho  Ihingea  thnt 
e  Jtircth  lo  gem  by  moevyngc,  he  wilh- 
*eth  ajid  awstelh,  and  affennclh  the 
mble   or  wmndrynge   iMngn.       for 


yif  that  he  ne  depide  oai  ayeia  the  cy 
goyngc  of  (hinges,  and  ytf  ifaat  V 

constieynede    hem     aai     cfti""' 
roundnesses  encl}-ned,    (h«   (hit' 
ben  now  conlynucd  by  stable  kk^' 
Ihei    scholden   deporlcn    from   1!: 
(that  is  lo  seyn,  from  hir  bygii. 
and  (ailen  {(hat  is  lu  u-yn.   (c" 
noght).      This   is   tbc   coinunr   : 
ailc   ihingia,   and   alle   (hinge;    ^ . 
lien  hoWen   by  the   fyn  of  g™«! 
Tor  ellts  ne  tnyghten  ihcy  nai  lM=itr\ 
thei  ne  comen  nal  rflsones  By«iii.  l'- 
retomed,  to  the  caiis«  ihal   halh  t< 
hem  beinge  (thai  is  10  seyn,  lo  BMitr; 

'  /am  ne  igUur  triJa.' — ft 

Scstow  nnt  Ihaiine  what  I 

alle  the  ihingis  Ihai  I  ha*e  si 

'What  things'  quod  I. 

'Cerlcs,'  quoi)  sche^  *a 

alle  fortane  is  good,' 

'  And  how  may  that  bef ' 
'  Now  iinditsiand,'  quod  i 
hI  fortune,  whethir  so  It  tic  jc 
or  asprc  tbrdine,  is  yeven  e, 
of  gerdonynge  or  elks  of  e 
good  folk,  or  dies  hyau 
or  elles  chaslben  schrcwatt  UW 
alle  fortune  t;nod,  the  whiehe  foil 
certcyn  (hal  it  be  cither  ryffhiftd  ' 
proliwiile.'  [tsw] 

■  FoTBoihe  this  is  a  ful  veouy  1 
quod  1  i  'and  yif  I  eonsiil  ■ 
piiiveaunM  and  the  destyne  iV. 
laughteat  mc  ■  lilel  here  by("i 
Knicnoe  is  sustenyd  by  Uolbui  1 
But  yif  it  like  unto  ifae,  Ui  us  i< 
hein  aiDonges  thllke  thingis,  oi  > 
thow  seydesl  a  lltel  bxn  tiytntr 
able  tu  ben  ■» 
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t  the  comune  word  of  men/ 
ysuseth  this  manere  speche  of 
\  seyn  ofte  tymes  that  the 
)m  wyght  is  vdkkid.' 
thanne,'  quod  sche,  *  that  I 
itil  to  the  wordis  of  the  peple, 
me  nat  to  hem  that  I  be  over- 
irted  fro  the  usage  of  man- 
wilt,'  quod  I. 

>w  nat/  quod  sche,  '  that  alle 
rofiteth  is  good  ?'  [1575] 
xi  I. 

:es  thilke  thing  that  exerciseth 
profitith?' 
ie  it  wel,'  quod  I. 
is  it  good/  quod  sche. 
?'  quod  I. 

;  is  the  fortune/  quod  sche, 
t  eyther  ben  put  in  vertu  and 
rein  aspre  thingis,  or  elles  of 
chuen  and  declynen  fro  vices 
le  weye  of  vertu.  * 
mai  I  nat  denye,'  quod  I. 
lat  seistow  of  the  merye 
;  is  yeven  to  good  folk  in 
Demeth  aught  the  peple  that 
?' 

sothe,'  quod  I  ;  *  but  thei 
it   soth  is,  that    it   is   ryght 

it  seistow  of  that  othir  fortune,' 
'  that,  although  it  be  aspre 
leth  the  schrewes  by  ryghtful 

meth   aught   the    peple   that 

> 

lod  I,  *  but  the  peple  demeth 

oost  wrecchid  of  alle  thingis 

\  thought.' 

vf  and  loke  wel,'  quod  sche, 

e,  in  folwynge  the  opynioun 

le,    have  confessid  and  con- 

'  that  is  unable  to  be  wened 

?' 

that  ? '  quod  I. 

quod   sche,    *  it   folweth   ox. 
lingis  that  ben  grauntid  that 

what  so  evere  it  be,  of  hem 
tier  in  possessioun  of  vertu,  or 

1573-  '<!*.  th«y  say. 


in  the  encres  of  vertu,  or  elles  in  the 
purchasynge  of  vertu,  that  thilke  fortune 
is  good ;  and  that  alle  fortune  is  ryght 
wikkid  to  hem  that  duellen  in  schrevdd- 
nesse.'  (As  who  seith:  'And  thus 
weneth  nat  the  peple.')  [1585] 

*That  is  soth,'  quod  I,  *al  be  it  so 
that  no  man  dar  confessen  it  ne  by-knowen 
it' 

*  Whi  so  ? '  quod  sche  ;  *  for  ryght  as 
the  stronge  man  ne  semeth  nat  to  abaissen 
or  disdaignen  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  herith 
the  noyse  of  the  bataile,  ne  also  it  ne 
semeth  nat  to  the  wise  man  to  beren  it 
grevously  as  ofte  as  he  is  lad  into  the 
stryf  of  fortune.  For,  bothe  to  the  to 
man  and  eek  to  the  tothir  thilke 
difHculte  is  the  matere,  to  the  to  man  of 
encres  of  his  glorious  renoun,  and  to  the 
tothir  man  to  confermen  his  sapience 
( — that  is  to  seyn  the  asprenesse  of  his 
estat).  For  therfore  it  is  called  "  vertu," 
for  that  it  sustenith  and  enforceth  by  hise 
strengthes  that  it  nis  nat  overcomen  by 
adversites.  Ne  certes  thou,  that  art  put 
in  the  encres  or  in  the  heyg;hte  of  vertu, 
ne  hast  nat  comen  to  fleten  with  delices, 
and  for  to  welken  in  bodily  lust ;  [1590] 
thou  sowest  or  plawntest  a  fill  egre  bataile 
in  thy  corage  ayeins  every  fortune.  For 
that  the  sorwful  fortune  ne  confbwnde 
the  nat,  ne  that  the  myrie  fortune  ne 
corrumpe  the  nat,  ocupye  the  mene  by 
stidefast  strengthes.  For  al  that  evere  is 
undir  the  mene,  or  elles  al  that  overpasseth 
the  mene,  despyseth  welefulnesse  (as  who 
seith,  it  is  vycious),  and  ne  hath  no  mede 
of  his  travaile.  For  it  is  set  in  your  band 
(as  who  seith,  it  \y\\\  in  your  power) 
what  fortune  yow  is  levest  (that  is  to  seyn 
good  or  yvel).  For  alle  fortune  that 
semeth  scharp  or  aspre,  yif  it  ne  exercise 
nat  the  good  folk  ne  chastiseth  the  wikkide 
folk,  it  punysseth.  [1595] 

1587.  umeth^  '  debet  *  read  as  i^«/. 

X59a  eticret,  keyghtf^  'provectu/  'hantoce.' 
^  15Q1.  soruest  or  pUmmtett^  '  conserids '  (prae- 
liumX 

«595'  y\f «'  *•'»  etc.,  should  be  >j£^  U  nt  exer- 
cue  n€  chastise tky^  it  punysf€tk,  Tne  translation 
combines  two  variant  readings  of  the  Latin. 
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*  Beiia  bis  quints,^ — Melrum  7 

The  wrekere  Attrides  (that  is  to  seyn, 
Agamenon),  that  wrought  and  contynued 
the  batailes  by  x  yer,  recovered  and 
purgide  in  wrek)mge,  by  the  destnicdoun 
of  Troye,  the  loste  chaumbris  of  manage 
of  his  brothir.  (That  is  to  seyn  that  he, 
Agamenon,  wan  ayein  Elejnue  that  was 
Menelaus  wif  his  brothir.)  In  the  mene 
while  that  thilke  Agamenon  desirede  to 
yeven  sayles  to  the  Grykkyssche  naveye, 
and  boughte  ayein  the  wyndes  by  blood, 
he  unclothide  hym  of  pite  of  fadir ;  and 
the  sory  preest  yevcth  in  sacrifyingc  the 
wrecchide  kutt)mge  of  throte  of  the 
doughter.  (That  is  to  seyn  that  Agamenon 
leet  kutten  the  throte  of  his  doughter  by 
the  preest,  to  maken  alliaunce  with  his 
goddes,  and  for  to  han  yrynd  with  whiche 
he  myghte  wenden  to  Troye.)  [1600] 

Ylakus  (that  is  to  seyn  Ulixes)  bywepte 
his  felawes  I-lorn,  the  whiche  felawes 
fyerse  PoHphemus,  ligginge  in  his  grete 
cave,  had  fretyn  and  dreynt  in  his  empty 
womljc.  But  nathcles  Poliphemus,  wood 
for  his  blynde  visage,  yald  to  Ulixes 
ioye  by  his  sor^'ful  teres.  (This  is 
to  seyn  that  Ulixes  smoot  out  the  eye 
of  Poliphemus,  that  stood  in  his  forheed, 
for  whiche  Ulixes  hadde  ioye  whan  he 
say  Poliphemus  wepynge  and  blynd.) 

Hercules  is  celebrable  for  his  harde 
travaile.  He  dawntide  the  proude 
Ccntauris  (half  hors,  half  man),  and  he 
byrafte  the  dispoilynge  fro  the  cruel 
lyoun  (that  is  to  sejrn,  he  slouhe  the 
lyoun  and  rafte  hjTn  his  skyn) ;  he  smot 
the  briddes  that  hyghten  Arpiis  with 
ccrtein  arwes ;  [1605]  he  ravysschide 
applis  fro  the  wakyngc  dragoun,  and  his 
hand  was  the  more  hevy  for  the  goldene 
metal ;  he  drowh  Cerberus  (the  hound  of 

1596.  rccmtrtd,  etc.,  '  recouurft'  ('piavi  *),  and 
I^tm  gloii^  'purg.ivit  ulciscendo.' 
1S9B. /iU  o/fadir^  'pietatem  patemam'  (in 

\l^.  yeveth  in   sacri/yimgt^    etc,    '  Feedentt 
nnt.-E  jugulum.' 
1 598.  kuttyngt  0/ throte  is  due  to  a  note  in  Aq. 
160X.  empty^^  ntiaet grett. 
1604.  dispdlyngty  rather  *p*ii. 


helle)  by  his  treble  cheyne;  he, 
as  it  is  seyd,  hath  put  An  unindK  M 
foddre  to  his  crwel  hois  (thb  to  tejn  dat 
Hercules  slowh  Diomedes,  mud  nade  bii 
hors  to  freten  hym) ;  mud  he,  Heraiki» 
slowh  Idra  the  serpent,  and  brende  ^ 
venjrm ;  and  Acheleons  the  flod,  dclbvkd 
in  his   forheed,   dre3rnte  his   v)uimfto 
visage  in  his  strondes  (that   b  to  iqn 
that  Achaleous  coude  tnnsfignren  hyn* 
self  into  diverse  liknesse,    and,  as  \t 
faught   with   Hercules,  at   the  laste  be 
tomed  hjrm  in-to  a  hole,   and  Hcfcnks 
biak  oon  of  his  homes,  and  he  for  scbuie 
hidde  hym  in  his  ryver) ;  [i6to]  and  he^ 
Hercules,     caste     adoun     Anthens    the 
geaunt  in   the  strondes  of  Libye;  and 
Kacus  apaysede  the  wratthes  of  Evmder 
(this  to  seyn   that   Hercules   skwh  the 
monstre  Kacus,  and  apaysed  with  thit 
deth  the  \%Tatthe  of  Evander);  and  the 
bristilede  boor  markide  with  soomes  the 
scholdres  of  Hercules,  the  whiche  scbokhes 
the  heye  cercle  of  hevene  sholde  thiiste ; 
and  the  laste  of  his  labours  was  that  be 
susteynede  the  hevene  uppon  his  nckkc 
unbowed  ;  and  he  disservide  eftsones  the 
hevene  to  ben  the  pris  of  his  laste  travaik. 
Goth  now  thanne,  ye  stronge  men,  ther 
as  the  heye  wey  of  the  greet  ensanmple 
ledith   yow.   [16x5]     O  nyce  men !   wfa]r 
nake  ye  your  bakkes  ?  (As  who  sdth,  '*0 
ye  slowe  and  delicat  men  !    whi  flee  jc 
adversites,  and  ne  fyghte  nat  ayeins  ban 
by  vertu,  to  wynnen   the  mede  of  the 
hevene?")     For    the    erthe    overcomen 
yeveth  the  sterres.     (This  to   seyn  that 
whan  that  erthly  lust  is  overcomyn,  a  mau 
is  makid  worthy  to  the  hevene.) ' 

EXPUCIT  LIBER  QUARTUS 


INCIPIT  LIBER  QUINTUS 

*  Dixerat  orationisque  cursum,* — Prosa  ] 

Sche  hadde  seyd,  and  tomede  the  coun 
of  hir  resoun  to  some  othere  thingis  u 

1613.  tecmts,  flecks  of  foam,  'qximis.* 

1618.  tJU  courSf  C]  C^iy  court. 

1618.  rrffMW,  'oimtioms  read  as  rmtiomis. 
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|li«tcd  and  to  ben  Ispedil.      Than 
'  Cerles  ryghifnl  U  thin  unon 
t  ■nd  ful  di^e  by  suctotiie.     1 
ni  sejdesi  whilom  that  the  ijueslk 
e  dcrync  puiveaunce  is  enlaced  w 
r  oUicrc   questiouns,    I   undirslande 
d  ploVB  II  by  ihe  some  Ihing.     " 
'i  ihat  ihou  wen«l  thai  hap  be 
I   any   weys ;   und    yif   thou 
:   hap   be  anytbing,   what 

;  quod   ichr.   '  I   basic  me  I 
id  aasoilen  to  the  the  detle  of  my 
in  and  openen  the 
E  wey  Ihou  tnaist  co 
But  al  be  ii  so 
1  whichc  that  ihuu  axcsl   ben 
;  to  knowe,  yit  ben 
■     fro    the    path    of    my 
is  to  douien  that  ihou  ce 
ikid  weeiy  by  niyi-weyes,  so  thai 
.1  niftise  lo  mcsuien  ihe 

'*  doow  tbe  Chei-of  no  ihin|^'  quod 
for  lo  knowen  thilkc  ihitigu  lo- 
1  the  whichc  thii^es  1  delilc  me 
^ — that  Khal  ben  to  me  in  slede  »r 
i   nat   to   douten   iif  the 
^  whan  every  syde  ol  ihj 
D  tchal  han  ben  stcdfiut  lo  me 
*  feyih.' [.fas) 

',*  >«ide  sche,  '  thai  manerc  wol 

■  (be,*  and  bygan  to  speken  i)'ght 

'Cenes,'    quod     sche,    'yif    any 

H  diRynuse  hap  in  this  manere,  that 

eyo  Ibat  "  hap  is  a  bytydynge  I- 

_  (  Ibrtb  by  foolis&he  moevynge  and 

f  an  knytlTnge  of  causes,"  I  conferme 

I  hip  nii  rygbt  naught  in  no  wise ; 

*  '    ~         at  outrely  that  hap  aia,  ne 

a  Toys  (as  who  seilb,  but  an 

rd),  witbouien  any  signiliencioun 

C  foniinttlcd  to  that  voys,     Kor 


what  place  myghl  ben  left  oi  duellyngc 
to  folic  and  lo  disoidenauncc,  syn  ihal 
god  ledcth  nnd  conslteynelh  alle  thingis 
by  oidte  ?  Foi  this  senlciice  is  venay 
and  soth,  thai  "  no  Ihing  halh  hi»  bcynge 
of  naught,"  in  the  whiche  sentence  noon 
of  ihise  oolde  folk  ne  withwidc  nevere  ; 
Ii«}ii]  nl  be  ii  so  ihal  ihey  ne  undirstoden 
ne  nieneden  ll  nal  by  god  prince  and 
bygynnere  of  wiikynge,  but  Ihei  casten 
as  a  manei  foundenient  of  subiecl  mateiial 
(that  is  lo  seyn.  of  the  nature  of  alle 
lesouns).  And  yif  that  any  thing  is  woxen 
or  comen  of  no  causes,  Ihaone  schat  it 
seme  that  ihilkc  ihing  is  comen  or  waxen 
of  nawght ;  bul  yif  this  ne  mei  nat  ben 
don,  Ihanae  is  nat  possible  that  hap  be 
any  swich  thing  as  1  have  diflynysschid 
a  litel  here  bylorn.' 

'  Huw  schal  it  ihanne  Ix?'  quod  I. 
'  Nys  Ihet  Ihanne  no  thing  Ibal  by  righi 
may  ben  clepid  other  hap  or  riles  avenlure 
of  fortune ;  or  is  ihei  awghl,  al  }ie  it  so 
that  il  is  hidd  fro  Ihe  pcple,  to  whichc 
thing  ihise  wordcs  ben  covensble?' 

>  MjTi  Aiislotlcs,'  quod  sche,  'in  the 
lioiik  of  bis  Phisic  dilfyny&selh  Ihis  Ihing 
liy     schoit    resoun,    and    nyghe    lo    the 

■  In  whichc  manere  ? '  quod  I.  [lijs] 
'  As  ofle,'  quod  sche,  '  as  men  don  any 
thing  lor  grace  of  any  other  Ihing,  and 
an  olher  thing  than  ihilkc  ihing  thai  men 
entenden  li>  don  bytjdclh  by  tome  causet, 
il  is  clepid  "hap."  Kygbl  as  a  man 
dntf  the  erthe  bycsusc  of  tylyingu  of  Ihe 
feld,  and  founde  Iher  a  gobet  of  gold 
bydolven ;  Ihanne  weoeti  ftJk  that  it  is 
bj-fiille  by  fonunoui  bytydyn^  Bul 
forsothe  it  nis  nal  of  naught,  for  il  halh 
his  propre  causec,  of  whiche  causes  the 
eouiE  unforseyn  and  utiwar  semelh  lo  han 
makid  hap.  For  yif  Ihe  liliere  or  the 
feeld  ne  dulve  nat  in  the  erthe,  and  yif 
Ihe  hidece  of  the  gold  ne  hadde  byd  the 
gold  in  ihiike  place,  the  gold  ne  hadde 
nal  ben  Ibnnde.     Thise  ben  thanne  the 

i«ji.  «,  u  II  w*fe. 
rtjs-  Utf.  CtM" 
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causes  of  Ihe  iibiegginge  of  fotliiil  hap, 
ihe  whiche  abri^gynge  of  fortuil  hnp 
comelh  of  causes  cneonirynge  and  ilow- 
yngt  togidre  to  hem-self,  and  n»l  hy 
the  entencioiin  uf  the  duere.  [i6ta]  For 
neither  Ihe  hidere  of  the  gold  ne  the 
delverc  of  the  fceld  ne  undiratoden  tiat 
r  Aal  tbc  gold  sholde  haii  ben  fiiiinde  ; 
ftm,  OS  I  aclde,  it  byliddc  and  tan  togidre 
'■  ^t  he  dalf  there  as  that  ooihit  had 
hid  the  gold.  Now  mai  I  thus  diilinyi- 
shen  "  hap  "  :  hsp  is  on  unooi  betydlnge 
or  causes  assembled  in  Ihingis  that  ben 
doon  1ti[  Sam  oothir  thing  ;  but  tbilke 
ordre,  procedinge  bjr  nn  uneschuable 
byndingeto-gidie,  wbjche  Ihst  descendetb 
fro  the  welle  of  purreaunce,  ihat  ordeynelh 
ftlle  Ibingis  in  hir  places  and  in  hir  lynira, 
makitb  that  the  caases  rennen  and  as- 
■emblen  ii^dre. 

■  /in/'if  W(/icwe««.'— McLrum  [ 
T^rys  and  Kufrates  resolve  n  and 
Epringen  of  o  wetle  in  the  craves  of  Ihe 
rftchc  of  Ihe  centre  of  Achenienye.  thet 
u  the  flcinge  bataile  licchelh  hir  dsrics 
relomed  in  Ihe  hreeslis  of  bem  Ibat 
folwen  hem.  [164s]  And  sone  aflir  Ihe 
same  ryverys,  Tigris  and  Eufiales,  un- 
icngnen  and  depaiien  hir  wntres.  And 
if  Ihei  comen  logidre,  and  lien  a.<»einbli<l 
and  clepid  togidre  inio  o  course,  thanne 
niotcn  tjiiike  ihingis  Reten  logidce  whiche 
Ihal  ihewntirof  iheentrechauQgynge  flood 
hryngelh.  The  schippes  and  the  stokkcs, 
anced  wiih  the  flood,  moten  assemblen ; 
and  the  watris  I-medled  wmppelh  at 
emplielbmany  fortune!  happesor  maneris; 
the  whiche  wandryi^e  happes  natheles 
Ihiike  enclynynge  loweresse  o(  Ihe  eithe 
and  the  fiowinge  ordre  of  Ihe  slydinge 
watir  govemelh.     Right  so  fortune,  (hat 
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wkh  irnuiff 
ChiiacnMo... 

i«4i,  i>iiA'n«K'(Ki(Ci«//rrf«HAw, 
■Uy  a  eocnclion),  -iDlwdil,-  Fr.  -tul 
wUch  Chaiieci  iBitundenKWd. 

.«^^  Ihtjitintt  Mailt.  «c-.  1*./.  in 
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senieth  as  it  tIelJlh  with  sUkid  or  m 
governed  bridles,  it  suSretli  bi>]etii|te 
is  to  seyn,  lo  ben  governed),  and  paaok 
by  tbiike  lawe  |that  is  to  seyn,  l^lk 
devyne  ordenauncc).'  |t6jo] 


-Pro^- 


■Tbisundirstonde  I  wcl,'  quod  1 
1  Hccorde  me  [hat  it  is  rj^ht  as  thou  .. 
bul  1  aie  yif  iber  be  any  liberte  'il  «v 
wille  in  this  oidte  of  causes  that  dynh 
thus  logidrc  in  heni-«clf.  Or  dies  X-mik 
witcn  yif  ihM  the  dentinal  cbeyne  on- 
(ireniih  the  moevTngcs  of  the  cotaga  ii* 

■  \'is,'  quod  sche,  '  lliei  is  libene  <i 
fre  wil.  Ne  rhet  ne  was  neveic  no  nalarc 
of  rcKiun  that  it  nc  hadde  liberie  of  in. 
wil.  Fnr  every  ihing  that  may  naiuntf 
usen  resoun,  it  Imth  doom  lij-  whiche  ii 
discemith  and  demelh  every  thing  1 
Ihanne  knoweth  it  hy  il-self  Ihinges  tU 
ben  lo  fleen  and  thlngis  that  hen  to 
desiren.  [i6;s]  And  thilkc  thing  that 
any  wighl  (Icmelb  to  ben  ilesircd.  iliBt 
nxelh  at  desuteih  he  :  and  flecth  ihilkt 
thing  that  he  trowcth  be  to  fleen.  WbEi' 
fore  in  alle  IhingtE  Ibat  resoun  is,  in  hm 
also  is  hberle  of  willj-nge  and  of  nitlyngc 
But  I  ne  ordeync  nal  (as  who  neilta.  I 
ne  graunie  nat)  that  this  liberie  be  eient' 
lyk  in  aJle  ihinees.  Far-why  in  lb 
soveteynes  devynes  subslkunces  Ithai  u 
to  seyn  in  spiriles)  jugcmenl  is  inon 
cleer,  and  wit  nat  I'Cormmped,  tui 
mj^ht  redy  lo  spcden  thinges  lhal  bca 
desired.  But  Ihe  soules  of  men  raMes 
nedes  be  more  fre  whan  ibei  laken  bmi 
in  the  speculacioun  or  lokyngc  of  ibe 
devyne  thought ;  [itfa]  and  Usae  ftt 
whan  thei  slyden  in-to  the  bodycs  i  tt^ 
yit  lasse  fie  whan  thei  ben  pidrid  lo  gldK 
and  comprehended  in  crihii  membtA 
But  the  laste  servage  is  whan  lhal  lh<> 
ben  yeven  to  vices  and  han  I-WIe  60 
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For  aflir  that  thei  han  cast  awey  hir 
eyghen  fro  the  lyghl  of  the  sovereyn 
Eothfastntsse  to  lowe  thingis  and  derke, 
anon  thei  detken  by  the  cloude  of  ignor- 
aunce  and  ben  troubled  by  felonous 
taluntes  j  lo  the  whiehe  talentes  whan 
Ihei  approchen  and  assenten,  thei  hepen 
and  encrccen  the  servage  wbiche  thei 
han  joyneil  to  hem-self;  snd  in  this 
nuneie  thei  ben  caytils  fro  hii  propre 
liberie.  The  ivbiche  ihii^is  rutheles  the 
lokynge  of  the  devyne  purveaunce  selh, 
that  alle  ihingis  byholdeth  and  seeth  fro 
eteme,  and  oideynelh  hem  cveriche  in 
here  merites  as  Ihei  ben  predestinat ;  and 
it  is  seid  in  Greke  that  "alle  thinges  he 
seeth  and  alle  (hinges  he  herith."  [it&s] 


'  Pure  elarum  liimiiie.' — Mctrum  z 
Ilomei  with  the  hony  mouth  (ihat  is 
lo  seyn,  Homei  with  the  swete  ditees) 
singelh  that  the  sonne  is  clei  by  pure 
li^l ;  natheles  yii  ne  mai  it  nal,  by  the 
inlinne  light  of  his  bemea,  brcken  at 
pCTceD  the  inward  entrayles  of  Ihe  erihe 
or  elles  of  the  see.  So  ne  seth  nat  god, 
nukere  of  the  grete  werld.  To  hym, 
thai  lokelh  alle  thinges  from  an  hey,  ne 
withstondelh  no  thinges  by  hevynesse  of 
ertbc,  ne  the  n^hl  ne  withstondeCh  nat 
to  hym  by  the  blake  cloudes.  Thiike 
god  seelh  in  o  suok  of  thought  alle 
thinges  thai  ben,  or  weren,  or  schollcn 
comen  ;  and  thiike  god,  for  he  loketh 
and  secth  alle  thingis  alone,  thou  maist 
seyn  that  he  is  the  verrai  sonne. ' 

'  Thbi  iga  rn  in^uam.' — Prosa  3 
Thantie  seide  I,  'Now am  I  confown- 

dide  bf  a  more  hard  doute  than  I  was.' 
'  What  doute  ii  that  ? '  quod  sche,  '  for 

ceites  I  coniecte  now  by  whiehe  thingis 

Ihoti  art  tmbled.'  [1670] 
'  It  semeth,'  quod  I, 
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to  contrarien  gretly,  ihal  god  knoweth 
byfom  alle  thinges  and  that  ther  is  any 
fredom  of  liberie.  For  yif  it  so  be  that 
god  loketh  alle  thinges  liyfom  ne  god 
ne  mai  nat  ben  desceyved  in  no  manere, 
ihanne  moot  it  nedes  ben  that  alle  Ihinges 
betyden  the  whiehe  Ihat  the  purveaunce 
of  god  hath  5e)Ti  byfom  to  comen.  For 
whiehe,  yif  Ihat  god  knowelh  byfom  nal 
oonly  Ihe  werkcs  of  men,  but  also  hir 
conseilles  and  hir  willes,  thanne  ne  schal 
ther  be  no  liberie  of  arbitre ;  ne  cerles 
thei  ne  may  be  noon  other  dede,  ne  no 
»-il,  bul  ihilkc  whiehe  that  the  devyne 
purveaunce,  that  ne  mai  nat  ben  tlisseyved, 
halh  felid  byfom.  (i*;s]  For  j-if  Ihal 
thei  m^hlen  writhen  awey  in  othere 
manere  than  thei  ben  pun-eyed,  thanne 
ne  sholde  ther  be  no  stcde1a.<^t  pri'science 
of  thing  lo  comen,  but  rather  an  uncerteyn 
opynioun  ;  the  whiehe  thing  to  trowen 
of  god,  I  deme  lelonye  and  unleveful. 
Ne  I  ne  proeve  nal  thiike  same  resoun 
(as  who  seith,  I  ne  allowe  nal,  or  I  ne 
preysc  nal,  thiike  same  resoun)  by  whiehe 
that  som  men  wenen  that  thei  mowe 
assoilen  and  unknytten  Ihe  knotte  of 
this  questioun.  For  eertes  thei  seyn 
that  thir^  nis  nat  to  comen  for  that  the 
purveaunce  of  god  halh  seyn  byfom  that 
it  is  10  comen,  bul  ralhir  Ihe  contrarie ; 
and  that  is  this :  that,  for  thai  the  thing 
is  to  comen,  ihal  therfore  ne  mai  it  nat 
ben  hidd  fro  the  purveaunce  of  god ;  and 
in  this  manere  this  necessite  slideth  ayein 
into  the  contrarie  partie  :  [1680]  ne  it  ne 
byhoreth  nat  nedes  ihal  thinges  betidcn 
that  lien  I .  purveied,  but  it  hyboveth 
nedes  that  thinges  Ihat  ben  to  comen  ben 
I-purveied  ;  but,  as  it  were,  y  travailed 
(as  who  seith,  Ihat  thiike  answere  pro- 
cedith  lyght  as  though  men  travaileden 
01  wcren  besy)  to  enqueren  the  whiehe 
thing  is  cause   of  the  whiehe  thing,  as 

1671  ff.  Cp.  TrtilHt,  it.  96j-l07a. 
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wlielhir  the  prescience  is  cause  uf  thi 
necessile  of  Uiinges  to  comcn.  c 
that  ihe  necesaite  of  ihinges  lo  cc 
tause  of  the  puiveauDce.  But  I 
force  me  nat  now  to  schewen  i  . 
the   byddytige   ol  thingis   I-wyst    byUn 


elles 


what  r 


that  the  oidie  of  causes  hath  it-self; 
■llhoiieh  that  it  ne  seme  naught  thai  the 
prescience  bringe  in  necessite  of  bytydinge 
to  Ihinges  to  comen.  [iWi]  For  certcs 
j4f  that  any  viygin  siiteth,  it  byhoveth 
by  necessile  thai  the  opynioun  be  soth 
r>f  hym  that  coniecteth  that  he  sillelh ; 
and  ayeinwird  also  is  ii  of  Ihe  eontrarie  : 
yif  the  opinioun  be  soth  of  my  wyght 
(or  that  he  sitteth,  it  byhoveth  1^  neces- 
site  that  he  sitte.  Thanne  is  here 
necessile  in  the  toon  and  in  the  loihir ; 
for  in  the  toon  is  necessile  of  sytlynge, 
and  ccnes  in  the  lolhit  is  necessile  oif 
sDlh.  Bui  therfore  sittelh  nat  a  wyght 
for  ihftt  the  opynioun  of  the  sjttynge  is 
soth,  bul  Ihe  opinioun  is  rather  soth  for 
that  a  wyght  siKelh  byfom.  And  ihus, 
nlthoughe  thai  the  cause  of  the  solb 
Cometh  of  Ihat  other  side  (as  who  aeiih, 
that  althoughe  the  cause  of  soth  conielh 
of  the  sillynge,  and  nut  of  Ihe  Irewe 
opinioun),   algalt 


I  that  o 


Ihat  olhir. 


[1690]  Thus  schewelh  it  that  y  may  make 
semblable  skiles  of  the  purveaunce  of 
god  and  of  ihingis  to  comen.  For  al- 
Ihoughe  that  for  that  Ihingis  ben  lo  comen 
Iherfore  ben  Ihei  purveied,  and  nal  cerles 
for  Ihd  be  purveied  Iherfore  ne  bytide 
ihn  nat  i  nalheles  byhoveth  it  by  neces- 
sile ihat  eythei  the  Ihinges  lo  comen  ben 
t-porveied  of  god,  or  elles  that  the  thinges 
ihat  ben  I-d  itveyed  of  god  betyden,  And 
this  thing  oonly  Euffiseth  I-now  lo  dc- 
stroien  the  fredom  of  oute  arbitte  (that 
is  to  seyn,  of  our  fre  wil).  Bul  nrtes 
now  schewelh  it  wel  how  fcr  fro  ihe  solhe 
and  how  up-50-doun  is  this  thing  ihat 

attt-  /  w  ttt^ra  mr  nat  ahouid  be  /  tnfiiKi 


we  seyn,  Ihat  the  betydynge  of  teinpvri 
Ihingis  is  cause  of  the  elenic  prodoict 
[1A95]  But  for  10  wenen  thai  god  pnrveifili 
the  ihinges  to  comen  fbr  Ihei  ben  to  conxa, 
— whal  oothir  thing  is  it  but  ibr  to  vbk 
that  thilke  Ihinges  thai  bj-tiden  whikiD 
ben  causes  o(  thilke  soverein  purreainin 
that  is  in  god  f  And  bei'lu  I  adJe  ;iil 
this  thing :  Ihat  ryght  as  whanne  that  1 
wool  that  a  thing  is,  it  byhoveih  by 
necessile  that  thilke  selve  thir^  be :  isl 
eek  whan  I  have  knowen  that  any  thine 
scbal  betyden,  so  byhovith  it  by  nixxaiu 
that  thilke  naiac  thing  betide  :  so  folweth 
it  ihatme  that  the  betydynge  of  the  Ihinc 
that  I  wysle  byfom  ne  may  nat  \xa 
eschued.  And  at  the  lasle,  yif  that  in^ 
wyght  wene  a  thing  to  ben  oothir  weya 
than  it  is,  it  nis  nat  oonly  uiiscience,  but 
it  is  desceyvable  opynioun  ful  diven  and 
fer  fro  the  aoihe  of  science.  WheifiHe, 
yif  any  thing  be  so  tu  comen  that  ibc 
betidyngc  of  it  ne  be  nat  ceriein  ne  neocs- 
sarie,  who  mai  witen  byfom  Ihat  liiilkt 
thing  is  10  cotneo?  [ijw]  For  ryghl  »* 
science  ne  may  iial  ben  metlled  wilh  Us- 
nesse  (as  who  seilh,  thai  yif  I  wool  a 
thing,  it  lie  tnai  not  ben  faU  thai  I  w 
wool  it),  T^hl  so  thilke  thing  that  it 
conceyved  by  science  may  ben  noon  other 
weies  than  as  11  is  conceyved.  For  Ihi' 
is  the  cause  why  tluit  science  wsr"-"!' 
Icsynge  (as  who  seilh,  why  that  » -, ' 
ne  tesceyvelh  nai  lesynge  of  ihat  it  -. 
for  it  byhoveih  by  neces^le  th»i  < 
thing  be  ryght  as  sdeoce  comprehfT-.i 
it  to  be.  Whal  schal  I  thanne  seyn  )  In 
wbiche  nianerc  knoweth  god  byfbni  th< 
Ihinges  to  comen,  yif  thci  nc  ben  oal 
certein  ?  For  yif  that  he  deme  that  the 
ben  10  comen  uneschewably,  and  so  maj 
be  that  it  is  possible  that  thd  ne  KhoUa 
nat  comen,  god  is  disseyved.  [ifiij]  Bol 
not  oonly  to  ttowe  that  god  is  db' 
seyved,  but  for  to  speke  11  with  monthe, 
it  is  a  fi;lonous  synne.  But  yif  Ihat  igaA 
wool  that  rygbt  so  as  thinges  bco  u 
comen,  so  scbollcn  Ibcy  comen,  so  thai 
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he  wite  egaly  (as  who  seith,  indifferently) 
that  thingis  mowen  ben  doon  or  elles 
nat  I-doon,  what  is  thilke  prescience  that 
ne  comprehendeth  no  certein  thing  ne 
stable  ?  Or  elles  what  difference  is  ther 
bytwixe  the  prescience  and  thilke  jape- 
worthidevynynge  of  Tyresie  the  divynour, 
that  seide,  "Al  that  I  seie,"  quod  he, 
*•  either  it  schal  be  or  elles  it  schal  nat 
be  ?  *'  Or  elles  how  mochel  is  worth  the 
devyne  prescience  more  than  the  opinioun 
of  mank3mde,  yif  so  be  that  it  demeth 
the  thinges  uncertayn,  as  men  doon,  of 
the  whiche  domes  of  men  the  betydinge 
is  nat  certein  ?  But  yif  so  be  that  noon 
uncertein  thing  ne  mai  ben  in  hym  that 
is  certein  welle  of  alle  thinges,  than  is 
the  betydinge  certein  of  thilke  thingis 
whiche  he  hath  wist  byfom  fermely  to 
comen.  [1710]  For  whiche  it  folweth  that 
the  fredom  of  the  conseiles  and  of  the 
werkis  of  mankynde  nis  noon,  syn  that 
the  thought  of  god,  that  seeth  alle  thinges 
withouten  errour  of  felsnesse,  b3mdeth 
and  constreyneth  hem  to  a  bytidynge  by 
necessite.  And  yif  this  thing  be  oonys 
I-grauntid  and  resceyved  (this  is  to  seyn, 
that  ther  nis  no  fre  wil),  thanne  scheweth 
it  wel  how  gret  destniccioun  and  how  gret 
damages  ther  folwen  of  thingis  of  man- 
kynde. For  in  idel  ben  ther  thanne 
purposed  and  byh3rght  medes  to  good 
folk,  and  peynes  to  badde  folk,  syn  that 
DO  moevynge  of  fre  corage  voluntarie  ne 
hath  nat  disservid  hem  (that  is  to  sejm 
neither  mede  ne  peyne).  And  it  scholde 
seme  thanne  that  thilke  thing  is  alther- 
worst  whiche  that  is  now  demed  for 
alther-moost  just  and  moost  ryghtful, 
that  is  to  seyn  that  schrewes  ben  punys- 
schidorellesthatgood  folk  benl-gerdoned. 
[17x5]  The  whiche  folk,  syn  that  hir  propre 
wil  ne  sent  hem  nat  to  the  toon  ne  to  that 
othir  (that  is  to  seyn  neither  to  good  ne  to 
harm),  but  [ther]  constreyneth  hem  certein 
necessite  of  thingis  to  comen  ;  thanne  ne 
schulle  ther  neverc  be,  ne  nevere  were, 

S708.  TjfTtsity  Tiresias ;  co.  84. 
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vice  ne  vertu,  but  it  scholde  rather  ben 
confusion  of  alle  dissertes  mcdlid  with- 
outen discrecioun.  And  yit  ther  folweth 
anothir  inconvenient,  of  the  whiche  ther 
ne  mai  be  thought  no  more  felonous  ne 
more  wikke,  and  that  is  this :  that,  so 
as  the  ordre  of  thingis  is  I  •  led  and 
Cometh  of  the  purveaunce  of  god,  ne  that 
no  thing  is  leveful  to  the  conseiles  of 
mankynde  (as  who  seith  that  men  han 
no  power  to  don  no  thing  ne  wilne  no 
thing),  thanne  folweth  it  that  oure  vices 
ben  referrid  to  the  makere  of  alle  good 
(as  who  seith,  thanne  folweth  it  that  god 
oughte  han  the  blame  of  our  vices,  syn 
he  constreyneth  us  by  necessite  to  doon 
vices).  [1720] 

Than  nis  ther  no  resoun  to  han 
hope  in  god,  ne  for  to  preien  to  god. 
For  what  scholde  any  wyght  hopen  to 
god,  or  why  scholde  he  preien  to  god, 
syn  that  the  ordenaunce  of  destyne,  the 
whiche  that  mai  nat  benenclyned,  knytteth 
and  streyneth  alle  thingis  that  men  mai 
desiren?  Thanne  scholde  ther  be  don 
awey  thilke  oonly  alliaunce  bytwixen  god 
and  men,  that  is  to  seyn,  to  hopen  and 
to  preien.  But  by  the  pris  of  ryghtwis- 
nesseand  of  verray  mekenessewedisserven 
the  gerdon  of  the  devyne  grace  whiche 
that  is  inestimable  (that  is  to  seyn,  that 
it  is  so  greet  that  it  ne  mai  nat  ben  ful 
I-preysed).  And  this  is  oonly  the  manere 
(that  is  to  seyn,  hope  and  preieris)  for 
whiche  it  semeth  that  men  mowen  spekyn 
with  god,  and  by  resoun  of  supplicacion 
be  conioyned  to  thilke  cleemesse  that 
nis  nat  aprochid  no  rather  or  that  men 
byseken  it  and  impetren  it.  [1735]  And 
yif  men  ne  wene  nat  that  hope  ne  preieres 
ne  han  no  strengthis  by  the  necessite  of 
thingis  to  comen  I-resceyved,  what  thing 
is  ther  thanne  by  whiche  we  mowen  ben 
conioyned  and  clyven  to  thilke  sovereyne 
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prince  of  thingis?  For  whiche  it  by- 
hoveth  by  necessitc  that  the  lynage  of 
mankymdc,  as  thou  songe  a  litel  here 
byforn,  Imj  dejxirted  and  unioyned  from 
his  welle,  and  failen  of  his  bygynnyngc 
(that  is  to  seyn,  god). 


'  Quenam  rtW^r^.'— Metrum  3 

What  discordable  cause  hath  to -rent 
and  unioyned  the  byndynge  or  the  alii- 
aunce  of  thingis  (that  is  to  scyn,  the  con- 
iunccions  of  god  ami  of  man)  ?  Whiche 
g(xl  hath  establisschid  so  grete  liataile 
bytwixen  these  two  sothfast  or  verreie 
thinges  (that  is  to  seyn,  bytwyxen  the 
purveaunce  of  god  and  fre  wil)  that  thci 
ben  singulcr  an<l  dyvided,  ne  that  they  ne 
wole  nat  ben  inedlcd  ne  couplid  to- 
gidre.  But  thcr  nis  no  discord  to  the 
verray  thinges,  but  thei  clyven  alwey 
ccrtcin  lo  hem  -  self.  [1730]  But  the 
thouglU  of  man,  confownded  and  over- 
throwcn  by  the  derke  mcmbres  of  the 
body,  ne  miii  nat  be  fyr  of  his  derked 
lookynge  (that  is  to  seyn,  by  the  vigour 
of  his  insyghte  while  the  soule  is  in  the 
body)  knowen  the  thynne  subtile  knyt- 
tynges  of  thinges.  But  whcrfore  eschau- 
feth  it  so  by  so  gret  love  to  fynden  thilke 
notes  of  soth  I-covere<l  ?  (That  is  to 
seyn,  wherfore  cschaufeth  the  thought  of 
m.in  by  so  gret  desir  to  knowen  thilke 
noiiticaciouns  that  ben  I -hid  undir  the 
covertures  of  soth  ?)  Woot  it  aught  thilke 
thing  that  it  angwisshous  dcsireth  to 
knowe  ?  (As  who  seith,  nay  ;  for  no  man 
ne  travaileth  for  to  witcn  thingis  that  he 
wot.  And  therfore  the  texte  seith  thus  :) 
[1735J  But  who  travaileth  to  wite  thingis 
1-knowe?  And  yif  that  he  ne  knoweth 
hem  nat,  what  sckith  thilke  blynde 
tho^ht?  W'hat  is  he  that  desireth  any 
thyng  of  which   he   wot    right    nought? 

1728.  Chaucer's  glosses  here  are  derived  mainly 
from  Fr. 

17^3.  But  tker  mis,  etc,  'An  nulla  est,' etc 
'  An  rea<l  as  '  ac,'  or  perhaps  iploss  is  Aq.  '  An 
c«t  nota  Mlutionis'  Similarly,  Buttohammey  etc 
1741. 


(As  who  seith,  who  so  desireth  any  thing, 
nedes  somwhat  he  knoweth  of  it,  or  eUes 
he  coude  nat  desiren  it.)     Or  who  may 
folwen  thinges  that  ne  ben  nat  I -wist? 
And  thoughe  that  he  seke  tho  thingis, 
wher  schal  he  fynde  hem  ?     What  wygfat 
that  is  al  unkunnynge  and  ignoraunt  may 
I  knowe  the  forme  that  is  I-founde?  [17^] 
But  whanne  the  soule  byholdeth  and  seeth 
the  heye  thought  (that  is  to  seyn,  god), 
thanne  knoweth  it  togidre  the  somme  and 
the  singularites  (that  is  to  scyti  the  prin- 
ciples and  everyche  by  hym-self)*     Bat 
now,  while  the  soule  is  hidd  in  the  clonde 
and  in  the  derknesse  of  the  membres  of 
the  Ixxly,  it  ne  hath  nat  al  foiyeten  itself, 
but  it  withholdeth  the  somme  of  thinges 
and  lesith  the  singularites.     Thanne  who 
so  that  sekith  sothnesse,  he  nis  in  neytber 
nother  habite,  for  he  not  nat  al,  ne  he  ne 
hath  nat  al   foryeten  ;   but  }nt  h}^  l^ 
membreth  the  somme  of  thinges  that  he 
withholdeth,  and  axeth  conseile,  and  ie> 
tretith  deepliche  thinges  I-se}^!  by- ion 
(that    is   to  seyn,    the  grete  somme  is 
his  mynde).     So  that  he  mowe  adden  the 
|xirties  that  he  hath  foryeten  to  thilke 
that  he  hath  withholden.'  [1745] 

*  Turn' ilia  veins  inquit  hec  est.* — rrosa4 

Than  seidc  sche  '  This  is,'  quod  idiCi 

*  the  olde  questioun  of  the  purvcaonce 
of  god.  And  Marcus  TuUios,  whan  Ik 
devyded  the  div)'naciouns  (that  is  to  seyOt 
in  his  book  that  he  wrot  of  dyvynaciouns)* 
he  moovede  gretly  this  questioun ;  and 
thou  thiself  hast  y-sought  it  mochcl,  and 
outrely,  and  longe.  But  yit  ne  hath  it 
nat  ben  determined,  ne  I-sped  fermely  ne 
diligently  of  any  of  yow.  And  the  cause 
of  this  derknesse  and  of  this  difficulte 
is,  for  that  the  moev)'nge  of  the  resoun  of 
mankynde  ne  may  nat  moeven  to  (that  is 
to  seyn,  applien  or  joignen  to)  the  sim- 
plicite  of   the   devyne    prescience;    ih« 

1743.  neytker  nctktr^    neutro.' 

1744-  rttrttitk  (Ai  A9  tntitk\  'relraite,'  'ft- 
tractans.' 

1746.  tUvydtd  ('diitribait  X  C9  H  dnym*' 
Cx.  dittribuyd  (firam  rubric  IX 
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whiche  symplicite  of  the  devync  pre- 
science, yif  that  men  myghte  thinken  it 
in  any  manere  (that  is  to  seyn,  that  yif 
men  myghten  thinken  and  comprehenden 
the  thinges  as  god  seeth  hem),  thanne  ne 
scholde  ther  duelle  outrely  no  doute. 
[1750]  The  whiche  resoun  and  cause  of 
difficulte  I  schal  assaye  at  the  last  to 
schewe  and  to  speden,  whanne  I  have 
first  I-spendid  and  answerd  to  the  resouns 
by  whiche  thou  art  y-moeved.  For  I 
axe  whi  thou  wenest  that  thilke  resouns 
of  hem  that  assoilen  this  questioun  ne  be 
nat  speedful  I -now  ne  sufficient ;  the 
whiche  solucioun,  or  the  whiche  resoun, 
for  that  it  demeth  that  the  prescience  nis 
nat  cause  of  necessite  to  thinges  to  comen, 
than  weneth  it  nat  that  fredom  of  wil  be 
distorbed  or  y-let  be  prescience.  For  ne 
drawestow  nat  argumentes  fro  elles  where 
of  the  necessite  of  thingis  to  comen  (as 
who  seith,  any  oothir  wey  than  thus)  but 
that  thilke  thinges  that  the  prescience 
woot  byfom  ne  mowen  nat  unbetyde? 
[1755]  (That  is  to  seyn,  that  thei  moten 
betide. )  But  thanne,  yif  that  prescience 
ne  putteth  no  necessite  to  thingis  to 
comen,  as  thou  thi-self  hast  confessed  it 
and  byknowen  a  litel  here  byfom,  what 
cause  or  what  is  it  (as  who  seith,  ther 
may  no  cause  be)  by  whiche  that  the  endes 
volantarie  of  thinges  mjrghten  be  con- 
stre3med  to  certein  bytydynge  ?  For  by 
grace  of  possessioun,  so  that  thou  mowe 
the  betere  undirstonde  this  that  folweth, 
I  pose  that  ther  ne  be  no  prescience. 
Thanne  axe  I,'  quod  sche,  *■  in  as  moche 
as  aperteneth  to  that,  scholden  thanne 
thingis  that  comen  of  ire  wil  ben  con- 
streyned  to  bytiden  by  necessite  ? ' 

*  Nay,'  quod  I. 

•  Thanne  ayeinward,*  quod  sche,  *  I 
suppose  that  ther  l)e  prescience,  but 
that  it  ne  putteth  no  necessite  to  thingis  ; 

S75Z.  I-*^endid.  etc.,  'expendero'  (I  shall 
have  ooiisicferedX    respondu.' 

I755*  ^'^  "^  dratuesfffw  naf,  etc.,  '  Num  enim 
tu  aliunde,'  etc 

1737.  po»usMun  (H  Cx.  potitiot^^  '  positionis 
natia '  should  be  patitum ;  but  Fr.  '  posston ' 
SicXL. 'portion.' 


thanne  trowe  I  that  thilke  selve  fredom 
of  wil  schal  duellen  al  hool  and  absolut 
and  unbounden.  But  thou  wolt  seyn 
that,  al  be  it  so  that  prescience  nis  nat 
cause  of  the  necessite  of  tydynge  to 
thingis  to  comen,  algatis  yit  it  is  a  sign 
that  the  thingis  ben  to  bytyden  by  neces- 
site. [1760]  By  thb  manere  thanne, 
althoughe  the  prescience  ne  hadde  nevere 
I-ben,  yit  algate  or  at  the  leste  wey  it  is 
certein  thing  that  the  endes  and  by- 
tydinges  of  thingis  to  comen  scholden 
ben  necessarie.  For  every  signe  scheweth 
and  signifieth  oonly  what  the  thing  is, 
but  it  ne  makith  nat  the  thing  that  it 
signifieth.  For  whiche  it  byhoveth  first 
to  schewen  that  no  thing  ne  bytideth  that 
it  ne  betideth  by  necessite,  so  that  it  mai 
apiere  that  the  prescience  is  signe  of  this 
necessite ;  or  elles,  yif  ther  nere  no  ne- 
cessite, certes  thilke  prescience  ne  myghte 
nat  ben  signe  of  thinge  that  nis  nat. 
But  certes,  it  is  now  certein  that  the 
proeve  of  this,  y-susteyned  by  stedfast 
resoun,  ne  schal  nat  ben  lad  ne  proeved 
by  signes,  ne  by  ai^mentes  I -taken  fi*o 
withoute,  but  by  causes  covenable  and 
necessarie.  [1765]  But  thou  mayst  seyn, 
**  How  may  it  be  that  the  thingis  ne  bc- 
tyden  nat  that  ben  I-purveied  to  comen  ?  " 
But  certes  ryght  as  we  trowen  that  tho 
thingis  whiche  that  purveaunce  woot  by- 
forn  to  comen,  ne  ben  nat  to  bytiden. 
But  that  ne  scholde  we  nat  demen ;  but 
rathir,  althoughe  that  thei  schal  betyden, 
yit  ne  have  thei  no  necessite  of  hir  kynde 
to  betyden.  And  this  maystow  lyghtly 
aperceyven  by  this  that  I  schal  seyn. 
For  we  seen  many  thingis  whan  thei  ben 
don  byfom  oure  eyen,  ryght  as  men  seen 
the  cartere  worken  in  the  tornynge  and 
in  atemprynge  or  adressynge  of  hise  cartes 
or  chariottes.  [1770]  And  by  this  manere 
(as  who  seith,  maistow  undirstonden)  of 
alle  othere  werkmen.  Is  ther  thanne 
any  necessite  (as  who  seith,  in  our  look- 

1765.  at^umentis  I-taken^  etc.,  '  petitis  extriii- 
secus  argumentis.' 

1^.  Bttt  certes^  etc.,  the  answer  to  the  pre- 
ceding question. 

1770.  carttrct  cartes ^  charioteer^  cV\a.T\ov&, 
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ynge)  Ihnt  conslreynilh  oi  compel  leih 
any  o(  Ihilke  thingia  lo  beil  don  so  f ' 

'Naj,'  quod  I,  'foe  io  idcl  and  in 
veyn  were  si  the  eflfecl  of  craft,  yif  ihat 
alle  ihinglB  weren  moeved  by  constreyn- 
ynge  (Ihst  h  Io  seyn,  by  constrelnynge 
of  our  eycn  or  of  our  sigbtc).' 

'The  thingislhanne.'nuod  sche,  '  (hat, 
whan  men  doon  hem,  nc  ban  no  necessiCe 
that  meo  doon  hem,  eek  the  same  Ibmgis, 
fiist  er  Ihci  ben  don,  tbei  ben  lo  comen 
withoule  necessite.  Fot-why  Iher  ben 
some  ihingis  lo  betyden,  of  whiche  the 
eendes  and  ihe  bylydyngea  of  hem  ben 
ab^lut  and  quit  of  alle  ncccssile.  [177s] 
For  certea  I  ne  trow  nat  ihat  any  man 
wolde  seyn  ihus :  ihal  tho  ihingis  that 
men  don  now,  that  thei  ne  wecen  to 
bjliden  fint  or  thei  weren  I-doon  ;  am! 
thilke  same  (hinges,  al-lhoughe  that  men 
hadden  I-wj-st  hem  byfom,  yil  thei  ban 
fte  bytydynges.  For  right  as  sdence  of 
Ihingis  ptSsefll  He  byyngith  in  no  necesaite 
to  Ihingis  that  men  doon,  right  so  the 
prescience  ofthinges  lo  comen  ne  bryngith 
in  no  necessite  lo  Lhinges  to  byliden. 
But  thou  niaist  seyn  that  of  ihilke  same 
it  b  I-douted,  as  whelhjr  that  of  thilke 
thingis  tliat  ne  ban  noon  issues  and  by- 
lidytiges  necessaries,  yif  theiof  nui  ben 
any  prescience ;  for  certes  Ihei  semen  to 
discorden.  For  Ihou  wenest,  yif  that 
thingis  ben  l-seyn  byfbre,  Ihat  necessite 
folwilh  hem ;  [i;8a]  and  yif  necessite 
feilcih  hem,  thei  ne  myghlen  nat  ben 
wist  bylbrn,  and  that  nothing  may  be 
comprehended  by  sdence  but  cerlein  i  and 
yif  Iho  lhinges  ihat  ne  ban  no  certeiii 
bylydin^  l>cn  I'purveicil  us  cerlein,  it 
scholde  ben  dirknesse  of  opinknin,  nat 
sothfastnesse  of  science.  And  Ihoa  wenest 
that  it  be  dy vers  fio  the  holncsse  of  sdence 
ihnt  any  man  schol  demc  a  thing  to  ben 
ulhcrwyse  than  it  is  it'Self.  And  the 
cause  of  ihis  erroui  is  that  of  alle  ihc 
thingis  that  every  wyght  hath  I.knowe, 
thei  wcnen  that  tho  Ihinps  ben  I-knowc 
nl  only  by  Ihe  streoglhe  and  by  the 
nature  of  the  lhinges  Ihnt  lien  I-wysl  or 


nowe.     And   it  is  >l  the   contr., 
al  thai  evere  is  I-knowe,  it  ii  r^ 
comprebendid  and  hnowen,  nal  af'.r 
slrenglhe  and  his  oature,   but  aff.r 
(acuUc  (that  is  lo  seyn,  the  powi-r 
the  nature)  of  hem  that  knowcn. 
And,  for  thai  this  schal  mowen  sche- : 
a  schorl  eosaumple,  the  same  rowin::. 
of  a  body,   olherweys  ihc  slghlc  ft 
eighe    knoweth    it,   and    othcrwei.i 
loiichyiige.     The  tookynge,  by  c».i)..s. 
of  his  bt'mys,  waitelh  and  seelh  lio  ^ 
al  the  body  Ic^re,  withoute  moeiynp 
of  il-self ;  but  the  touchyngc  clyveth  isii 
conloyneth    to   the    rounde    bcxly,    aad 
moeveth  ahouie  ihe  en*yrouiiynge.  as* 
comprehendeth  by  parties  the  roundneBt 
And   ibe  man  hym-seU,  oolheiwtys  "W 
byhoMelh  hym,  and  ootherweys  jmagiaa' 
doun,  and  olherwcyes  resoun,  and  ootkB' 
weies  intelligence.     For  the  wit  eatuftt- 
hendilh  withoute- forth  Ihe  ligure  of  *« 
b6dy  6i  the  nan  ihat  is  «UibIi»(!ud  i' 
the  maleie  sul^ell ;  [>7V>]  but  the 
aginadoun  compiehendith  oonly  ihi  -. 
withoute  the  matere  ;  resoim  sunn"". 
ymaginadoun  and  compieheridilh  ' 
univeisel  lokyngc  the  comune  spetx 
is  in  the  unguler  pecesi  tnii   ih<.-  '  . 
of  the  iniell^ence  is  heycrc,  foi  r 
mountith   the  en^'yrouny^ge  of  iI'l< 
versile,   and   lokelh   over   that    l»   ; 
sublillc  of  thoughl   thilke  same  iynifl< 
foime  of  man  Ihal  is  pcrdunibldy  ia  ih 
devyne  thought.     Id  vrhiche  this  ovghic 
gretly  to  ben  considered,  ihnt  Ihe  hcy<^i>^ 
slrenglhe  to  comprebenden   thin^(-> 
braselhandcontienilhlbelowercstrni;^ 
but  the  lowere  slrenglhe  nc  aiiscih  . 
in  no  manerc  to  ihc  heyerc  sticiiL 
For  wit  ne  mai  no  thing  compii-h"' 
out  of  malere  ne  the  ynuginacioun  l< 
nat  the  univenels  speces,  ne  rcs>i' - 

'™g^  we.  >!«.-■ 
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taltelh  tial  the  symple  fonnc  »  as  intelli- 
gence ukilh  it ;  but  intelligence,  that 
tookith  al  aboven,  whanne  it  hath  com- 
|wehendeth  the  forme,  it  knoweth  and 
demylh  a!le  the  thinges  that  ben  undii 
thai  foorme.  [ijgj]  But  sche  knoweth 
kem  in  ihilke  maneie  in  the  whiche  it 
comprehcndeth  thilke  same  symple  foime 
(hat  ne  may  nevere  ben  Itnowen  to  noon 
of  thB.1  othere  (that  is  to  sejm,  to  none  of 
the  thie  foiseyde  strengthis  of  the  soule). 
>'oc  it  Itnowclh  the  univcisiic  of  resoun, 
anil  the  figure  of  ynuginadoun,  and  the 
sensible  material  conceyved  by  wit ;  nc  it 
ne  uselh  nat  nor  of  resoun  ne  of  ymagina- 
cioiin  ne  uf  wit  withoute-foith  ;  but  it 
byholdeth  lUe  thingis,  so  as  I  schal  seie, 
Iqr  a  siTook  of  thought  Ibrmely  withoulc 
discours  or  coUacioun.  Certes  rest 
whan  it  lokith  any  thing  universe),  i 
ueth  nat  of  ymaginacioun,  nor  of  ' 
and  algates  yit  it  compTchendilll 
(hingis  ymaginable  and  sensible. 
lEsoun  i)  she  that  dif^nyschelh  the 
Univenel  of  here  conceyte  lyght  thus  : 
Man  is  a  resonablc  Iwo-foted  beest.  [iSon] 
And  howso  that  this  knowynge  is  universe], 
ril  i>  ther  no  wyghl  that  ne  wot  wel  that 
a  nun  is  a  thing  ymaginable  and  sensible ; 
knd  this  same  considetelh  wel  resoun  ; 
but  that  nil  nat  by  ymaginacioun  nor  by 
wit,  but  it  lookith  it  by  resonable  con- 
Cepcioun.  Also  ymaginacioun,  albeit  So 
that  it  takilh  of  wit  the  bygynnyngea  to 
keen  and  to  formen  the  figures,  algatcs 
B.lthoughe  that  wil  ne  were  nat  present, 
yit  it  envyiowneth  and  comprdiendilh 
ftUe  thingis  sensible  ;  nat  by  resonn  sem- 
ibie  of  demynge,  but  by  resoun  ymaginatyf. 
Secslow  nat  Ibanoe  that  alle  the  thingis 
in  knowynge  usen  more  of  hir  faculle  n 
of  hir  powei  than  Ihei  don  of  the  facult' 
or  power  of  thingis  thai  ben  I-knowe 
Ke  that  nil  nat  wrong ;  for  so  as  ever 
jug«Dient  is  the  dede  or  the  doyng  of 
hyia  that  demelh,  ii  byboveih  thai  ei-«>- 


w^'ght  performe  the  wcrk  and  hi<  cntcii' 
cioun,  nat  of  farcyne  power,  but  of  hi-i 
propre  power,     [itoj] 

'  QiiBmiam /vrtielis  a/tllli/.'—^Utrmn  i 

The  porche  (that  ii  to  scjn  a  gale  o( 
the  toun  of  Athenis  there  aa  philosophri* 
haddcn  hir  cougregacioun  to  despulvn) — 
thilke  porche  broughlc  somtyme  oldf 
men,  ful  dirke  in  hir  sentences  (that  is  to 
seyn  philosophris  that  hyghten  Sloj'ccnis), 
that  wcnden  that  ymagcs  and  scnsibilitii:! 
(that  is  to  seyn,  sensible ymaginaciounsor 
ellis  ymaginadouns  of  sensible  thingih) 
weren  enprientid  in-to  soules  fro  liodyi;!! 
withoute-forth  ;  (as  who  -leith  that  Ihilkc 
Stoyecnis  wenden  that  sowle  had  ben 
nakid  of  it-self,  as  a  mirour  oi  a  clene 
pckichemyn,  so  that  alle  figures  most 
lirst  comen  fro  thingis  fro  wilhoute 
in-to  sonles,  and  ben  empiienlid  in-tn 
sriulcs) ;  ryght  bs  we  ben  wont  somlyme 
by  a  swift  poyntcl  to  fycchcn  lellrcs 
enipricnlid  in  the  smolhnessc  or  in  thi^ 
pleynesse  of  the  table  of  wex  ur  in 
pnrchemyn  that  ne  hath  nii  figure  ne  note 
in  it.  (GIom;.  But  now  argiielh  Doecc 
aycns  (hat  opj-nioun  and  seilh  Ihus ;] 
[iSiq]  But  yif  the  thiyvynge  soule  nc 
unplililh  no  thing  (thai  is  to  sej-n,  ne 
dulh  no  thing)  by  his  projire  mocvynges, 
but  sufTrllh  end  lith  suligil  to  the  figum 
and  to  the  notes  of  bodies  wilhoute- forth, 
and  yeldith  ymagci  ydel  and  vein  in  tht 
manere  of  a  mirour,  whennes  Ihryveth 
Ihannc  or  whennes  comilh  thilke  know- 
ynge in  our  soule,  thai  disctrnith  and 
hyhnldilh  alle  thingcs?  And  whennu 
u  thilke  .sircnglhc  that  hyhnldtlh  the 
singuler  thingcs?  Or  whennes  is  the 
slrengthe  that  dL-vydelh  lhin|;i-s  I-kniiwei 
and  thilke  Mrcngihe  thai  t;a'!rf'h  lugiilrc 
the  thingis  devyded ;  and  \hn  slrtnglhi 
Ihat  chesLlh  his  entiechaunijcd  wi:y  ?  l-i<i 
•Amtyme  li  hevyih  up  ili'.'  hvutd  (rhai  i> 
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\  to  teyn  thnt  it  hevyth  up  the  entencioun 

Kilo  ryghl  heye  tlunges),  and  som  lyme  it 

Fdcscendith  in-to  lyght  lowe  itiinges  i  and 

Fwhan    it    rctomelh    in-to    hym-self   il 

■■rtptoveth  and  deatroycth  the  felse  thin)^s 

Tl^  lh«  trewe  ihinges.  [iSis]     Cerles  this 

httcngUie     is    cause    moiu    cfficent,    and 

[BiochBl   more   myghly   to   seen   and    lo 

\         \   thioges,   than   thiike   cause   Ihit 

■.Riiffirith  and  rcecyveth  Ihe  nntes  and  the 

Kfigurcs  cmptesad  in  mnnefe  of  matere. 

■  Algatis  the  pasuon  (thai  is  lo  seyn  the 

fiWffiaunce  or  the  wit)  in  the  quykc  body 

P  (golh  byfoin,  excitynge  and  uioevyngc  the 

Wtengthes  of  the  thought.     Ryght  w  as 

whan  that   cieernesse  smyleth  the   eyen 

and  moevcth  hem  to  seen,  or  ryght  so  as 

voys  or  soiin  hurteieth  to  the  ero  and 

>evcth  hem  to  herkne ;  than  is  the 

_  be  of  the  thought  I-moevid   and 

.exdied,  and  clepilh  ^rth  to  scmbUble 

moevyngis  the  speces  that  it  halt  withynne 

il-setf,  and  addith  tho  speces  to  the  nutcs 

1  the  tbinges  wilhoiTte-foilh,  and 

Diedleih  the  ynmgis  of  thinges  withoute- 

fbrih   lo   the   fonnnes   I-hidd    u-ilhynne 

byni-seir.  [iSso] 


'  Qiied  si  in  (erporibm  unlitndis. ' 


Pro* 


lUt  wlinl  yif  ihal  in  bodych  to  lien 
fcled  (that  is  to  »eyn,  in  tnkyngc  of  know- 
Icchynge  of  bodily  ihingcs),  and  »lben 
(O  (hat  qualhes  of  bodies  that  bco  obiecl 
fro  wilboule- forth  mocven  and  ental- 
enien  the  instriuneniesof  llic  wilies,  and 

it  w)  thai  the  possioun  of  the  body 
(that  is  lo  scyn,   the  wit   ot   the   suff. 

Ke)  goth  to-lbrD  the  sttengihe  of  the 

lynge  nnage,  llic  whiche  unxsiinin  en 
suRrBuace  clepith  fotih  the  ilede  of  ihe 
thought  in  hym-sclf  and  moeveth  and 
cxcitcth  in  this  menc-wbilc  the  (bitnes 


iSiB.  Aarlwlilh,  C|  Ailn-rUlk.  It  Ci. 
ihl.  Sol  tekai  yf/tlitl.  '  Qinl  ■>.' 


isiblel 


n  wiUiin-linih — »nil  )-/■ 


nat  y-laught  oi 
to  knowe  Ihise  ihin^;. 
knowethofhisowne  mt 
or  sntflance  sulnect   i "  i 
moche  more   than   the    ilnn;;!^  ' 
absolut    and    quit   fio   ollt  lil<^' 
alTecciouns   of    bodyes   (u  fp>l    ' 
aungelis)  ne  folwen  nat  in  ilk': 
tbinges  obtect  fro  withoute-brth.  l" 
acomplissm  Biifl  speden  ihe  ili^l 
Ihoughi,      By  thli   (cMun  ihitH' 
comen  many  numci  knowyngei  I"  <' 
and  difleryngc  aubstaunon.     I-^r  ii<' 
of  the  body,  Ihe  whicbe  wit  i*  tut--^  •■' 
despoiled   of  alle  unlhje  knowy'^"'- 
thilke  wii  Cometh  to  beestisihaliK '"■''' 
nat  moeven  hcm-sclf  he(   nml  t^.  ' 
oistres  atid    muiclct   and   oolhii  >*'^ 
sehctle  fyssehe  ot  the  see,  ihat  i:!t'p>  " 


ymaginacimin  i»Hieth  lo  temualik  l<  ■" 
that  senien  to  ban  talent  to  11c'<' 
desiten  any  thing.     But  reuun  i'  ' 
to  the   lynogc   of   mankyndc.  '> 
intelligence  is  oonly  ihe  devynr  ■ 
[.»3o)   Of  whichr  it   fotweth  ilw  i' 
knosvyngc    is   moie    «r<i(lh    thrn  'i^- 
oolhtc,   syn   it  hnowelh   by  hi'  F"' 
nature    nat    ooniy  hi»  mbgn  I"  ■' 
srith,  it   nc  knowvth  nnl  oJ  "in'i   '' 
apertenith  iiruperly  lo  liis  knou  m  - 
it    koowelh    the   subicd    nf   iH 
knowynges.     Hut  how  schal  il  tlii 
yif  that  wit   and  ymaginadovii 
aydn  rtsonynge.  and  «eyn  thai, ' 
univets«l  thingei  thai  rcsoiui  *■'■ 
uen,  that  it  nis  rygfal  nuiiglil  ?    ' 
and  ymaginadoim  *eyn  liiil  il^i' 
sensiMe  or  ynutginable,  it  ne  m*i  t^'  ' 
univeisel.     Thannc  a  either  the  S'^i.'"' 
of  rcsoun  »ih  ive  that  ihcr  nis  w  '' 
sensible !   ot  nlles,  for  that  iei!""n  ' 
wcl   that   many  thingrs  ben  luln"' 
wil  and  lo  ymaginaciout),  ihanof  '-  ' 
iBi;.  >.>Klv^f    sr    tmfrinltd.    '  l.i-*'-  "- 
■hf  rut  of  tha  jihiiHie  i»IVmllb  l>..t>=^ 


.8j),  < 


S.  tItiKtf  ■>  object  nTjWim.    ' 
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of  resoun  veyn  and  fkls, 
t  lokith  and  comprehendith 
is  sensible  and  singuler  as 
[1835]  And  yif  that  resoun 
ere  ayein  to  thise  two  (that  is 
^it  and  to  ymaginacioun),  and 
othly  sche  hir-selve  (that  is  to 
1)  lokith  and  comprehendith, 
f  universalite,  bothe  that  that 
ind  that  that  is  ymaginable ; 
lilke  two  (that  is  to  seyn,  wit 
lacioun)  ne  mo  wen  nat  strec- 
launsen  hem-self  to  knowynge 
lite,  for  that  the  knowynge  of 
i  exceden  ne  surmounten  the 
res :  certes  of  the  knowynge 
men  oughten  rather  yeven 
>  the  more  stidfaist  and  to  the 
.  jugement.  In  this  manere 
lanne  we  that  han  strengthe  of 
nd  of  ymagynynge  and  of  wit 
seyn,  by  resoun  and  by  ima- 
md  by  wit) — we  scholde  rathir 
ause  of  resoun  (as  who  seith, 
luse  of  wit  and  of  ymagina^ 

le  thing  is  it,  that  the  resoun 
de  ne  weneth  nat  that  the 
lligence  byholdeth  or  knoweth 

comen,  but  ryght  as  the 
lankynde  knoweth  hem.  For 
t  and  seist  thus :  that  if  it 
:  to  men  that  some  thingis  han 
i  necessarie  betydynges,  thei 
nat  ben  wist  byfom  certeinly 
1,  and  thanne  nis  ther  no 
)f  thilke  thinges  ;  and  yif  we 
prescience  be  in  thLse  thingis, 
ler  nothing  that  it  ne  bytydeth 
J.  But  certes  yif  we  myghten 
ement  of  the  devyne  thoght,  as 
K>ners  of  resoun,  ryght  so  as  we 

that  it  byhovith  that  ymagin^ 
wit  ben  b)methe  resoun,  ryght 
e  demen  that  it  were  ryghtfiill 
mannys  resoun  oughte  to 
it-self  and  to  ben  bynethe  the 
•ught.    [1845]     For  whiche  yif 

apodosis  begins  with  ceritt,  183!. 
THtrs  0/,  sharers  in. 


that  we  mowen  (as  who  seith  that,  if  tha^ 
we  mowen,  I  conseile  that)  we  enhaunse 
us  in-to'  the  heighte  of  thilke  soverein 
intelligence ;  for  ther  schal  resoun  wel 
seen  that  that  it  ne  mai  nat  byholden  in 
it-self.  And  certes  that  is  this,  in  what 
manere  the  prescience  of  god  seeth  alle 
thinges  certeins  and  difiinyssched,  al- 
thoughe  thei  ne  han  no  certein  issues  or 
bytydyngis;  ne  this  nis  noon  opinioun, 
but  it  is  rather  the  simplicite  of  the 
soverein  science,  that  nis  nat  enclosed 
nor  I-schet  withinne  none  boimdes. 

*  Quam  variis  figuris,'* — Metrum  5 

The  beestes  passen  by  the  erthes  be  ful 
diverse  figures.  For  some  of  hem  han 
hir  bodyes  straught,  and  crepyn  in  the 
dust,  and  drawen  aftir  hem  a  traas  or  a 
furwe  I-contynued  (that  is  to  sdn,  as 
naddres  or  snakes) ;  [1850]  and  oothre 
beestis,  by  the  wandrynge  lyghtnesse  oC 
hir  wynges  beten  the  wyndes,  and  over- 
swymmen  the  spaces  of  the  longe  eir  by 
moyst  fleynge  ;  and  oothere  bestes  gladen 
hem  self  to  diggen  hir  traas  or  hir  steppys 
in  the  erthe  with  hir  goinges  or  with  hir 
feet,  and  to  gon  either  by  the  grene 
feeldes,  or  elles  to  walken  undir  the 
wodes.  And  al  be  it  so  that  thou  seest 
that  thei  alle  discorden  by  diverse  foormes, 
algatis  hir  fiures  enclyned  hevyeth  hir 
dulle  wittes.  Only  the  Ijrnage  of  man 
heveth  heyest  his  heie  heved,  and  stondith 
light  with  his  upryght  body,  and  by- 
holdeth the  erthes  undir  hym.  And, 
but  yif  thou,  erthly  man,  waxest  yvel 
out  of  thi  wit,  this  figure  amonesteth  the, 
that  axest  the  hevene  with  thi  ryghte 
visage,  and  hast  areised  thi  forheved  to 
beren  up  an  hye  thi  corage,  [1855]  so  that 
thi  thought  ne  be  nat  I-hevyed  ne  put 
lowe  undir  fote,  syn  that  thi  body  is  so 
heyghe  areysed. 

2849.  This  metre  is  very  badly  translated. 

1850.  passen  by^  *  passcnt . . .  par,' '  permeant.* 
x8sz.  fy  tAg  fvandrynet,  ttc I  'alarum  levitas 

▼aga.' 

1851.  iw^i//fo'«/jTr,  '  liquid©  volatu.' 
2859.  t(f  wa/Aen  utulir,  etc.,  '  subire  siluas.' 
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*Qmmamigiiurutifau!aanu.' — Pto£a6 
Theribre  Ihaniw,  as  I  hsve  schewcd 
a  litel  here  byfume  that  allc  Ihing  ihst 
is  I-wist  nis  lut  knowen  by  his  nature 
pfopre,  but  by  the  luiluie  of  hem  that 
'Cijmprehcnden  it,  lat  us  loke  now,  in  as 
'nmihit  u  it  it  leveful  to  us  (as  who  seiih, 
.'In!  us  loVe  DOW  u  wc  mowen)  whiche 
diat  Iherstat  is  of  the  devj-ne  sul»tauDce; 
M  that  we  mowe  eeli  knowen  what  his 
aeienee  is.  The  comune  jugcment  of 
slle  cteaturo  monablcs  Ihanne  w,  this : 
that  god  is  eletne.  Lat  us  considece 
ihanne  what  is  etemile  ;  for  cerles  schal 
schewen  us  togidre  Ihe  devyne  nature 
and  the  devjTie  science.  [i8&>]  Elernilc 
than  DC  is  paifit  possessiomi  and  »1- 
iQ^drc  or  lif  intemitnable.  And  that 
schewethe  more  cleerly  by  Ihe  compaiy- 
SDun  or  colladoun  of  lempoiTcl  Ihingcs. 
For  alle  thing  that  lyvelh  in  lynie,  il  is 
present,  and  procedith  fro  preterites  into 
futures  (that  a  lo  seyn,  fio  lymc  passed 
into  tyme  comynge),  ne  Iher  nis  nothing 
cslablisshcd  in  tyme  ihul  niai  enbrasen 
lofpdre  si  Ihe  space  of  his  lif  For  cenis 
j-it  nc  hath  it  nat  taken  the  Ijme  of 
tamorwe,  and  it  halh  lost  that  of  yisler- 
And  cettci  in  the  lif  of  this  dai 
lyve  no  more  Init  righl  as  in  this 
noccable  and  transitorie  niomenl.  [lUs] 
Thanne  thilke  Ihing  ihat  suHrcth  lemporel 
condidoun,  alihoughe  lliai  it  nevctc 
llj^Bn  to  be,  nc  thoughe  it  nevcre  nc 
for  lo  lie,  as  Aristolile  denied  of  the 
world,  and  althc^he  that  the  lif  of  it  be 
Bith  infinite  of  lynie  ;  yil  algatis 
swich  tiling  Ihat  men  mighten 
titnrcn  by  lyghie  thai  it  i»  cleme.  For 
■hhoughe  that  il  comprehende  and  em- 
brase  Ihe  space  of  lif  inlinil,  yit  algads  ne 
enhraselh  it  nat  the  space  of  the  lif 
allogidrB  i  for  it  ne  halh  tiat  the  fuluris 
thai  ne  ben  nat  yit,  ne  it  nc  hath  no 
lengelc  the  preleriles  Ihal  ben  I.doon  or 
I-pasMd.  But  Ihillte  thing  Ihanne  that 
iMlh   and  ewmprehcndith  tn(,Hdre  al  ihe 


plenie  of  ihe  lif  ii 
thei  ne  guleth  nai^ht  of  ibc  Ii 
(o  whom  thei  nis  no^l  of  ibe  pcnqt 
escaped  nor  I.passed,    llnlke  auc  b  b 
witnessed  and  I-procvid  bviigfat  win 
eierne  ;    [.870]   and   jrii   il'  brhonili  1| 
necessite   that    tbilke    ifaing    b«   ihiQ 
present  10  hym'Self,   and  compotol  fl 
who  seilh,  aiwey  pieseni  in  hym-tdi^ 
and  so  tnyghty  llMt  »1  be  iigfai  m  Ii 
plesaunce)^  and  that  be  have  ol  ftoH 
the     iniimle    of    the    mccTalilc    tyw 
Wherfore   soin  men   Irowen   wmagfai^ 
that,  when  thei  heren  that  il  tcmak  ■ 
Plato   that  this  world   nc    hadilc  Ocioi 
U^ynnjnge  of  tyroe,  ne  ibat  b  ne«n 
schal  han    hilynge,  Ihei  wcncn  in  lU 
nianere  Ibat  ihtsworM  be  makid  coMow 
wiih  his  niakere.      (As  who  seti>-    '*- 
wenc  that  this  world  and  gud  tin' 
tngidrc  eieme,  and   IhaU  is  a  >• : 
wenynge.f      For  othet   ihing    1. 
ben  I-lad  by  lif  inUrniinable,    i- 
gnuintide  10  the  wotld,  and  oolhii  . 
enbiace  logiilrc  aJ  tlie  presence  ol  - 
inlermynable,  Ihe  whidie  thing  ii  1 
and  manyfrat  thai   ii   is   propiv  ! 
devj-nc  ihonghl.  [iSjj]     Nc  it  nc  M-h.ii 
nat  semen  lo  us  that  god  is  elden  tb« 
Ihinges   Ihal   ben  I-maked  by  qoamili 
of  tyme.  bul  tathci  by  Ihe  jnipKte  a 
his  simple  nature.     For  Ibis  like  inU 
moeiynge  of  lemporel  Ihinges  ftdnelhai 
pteseniarie  cstal  of  the  lif  unmoenibk 
and,  so  as  it  ne  mai  nal  ctiniirielin  ii 
ne  feyoen  it.   ne  be  evcne  lik  |i  i-  ^ 
ihe  iramoevablele  (Ihat   is  to  scir.    ■ 
in  the  elcmile  of  goil),   it    biVX • 
bllith  intomocvynge  fro  the  sdiI'Il. 
ihe  presence  of  god,  and  discrcav.li  . 
Ihe   infinit   quanlite   of    future    and  o 
pieieriL     And  so  as  it  ne  mai  nat  IM 
togiiire  al  ihe  plenie  nf  tlie  lif,  al^Ue  yk 
fiir  as  moehc  as  il  nc  ceseth  tievot  fM  H 
ben  in  som  nuncre,  ii  semyth  smidcl  IB 
us  ihat  il  fulwiih  and  resembleth  tUfe 
Ihing  Ihat  il  ne  mai  nat  aujtic  W*  >■ 
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ra  ;  and  byndeth  it  •  self  to  som 
r  presence  of  this  litle  and  swift 
jnt,  the  whiche  presence  of  this  litle 
wift  moment,  [1880]  for  that  it  bereth 
ner  ymage  or  liknesse  of  the  ai 
rnge  presence  of  god,  it  grauntith  to 

manere  thinges  as  it  betydith  to, 
t  semeth  hem  that  thise  thinges  han 

and  ben.  And  for  that  the 
nee  of  swiche  litel  moment  ne  mai 
luelle,  therfore  it  ravysschide  and 
the  infynit  wey  to  tyme  (that  is  to 

by  successioun).  And  by  this 
re  is  it  I-doon,  for  that  it  sholde 
nue  the  lif  in  goinge,  of  the  whiche 
myght  nat  enbrace  the  plente  in 
nge.  And  for-thi  yif  we  wollen 
n  worthi  names  to  thinges  and 
n  Plato,  lat  us  seyen  thanne  sothly 
jod  is  "  elerne,"  and  that  the  world 
)erpetuel."  Thanne,  syn  that  every 
lent  knoweth  and  comprehendiih  by 
ivne  nature  thinges  that  ben  subgect 
hym,  ther  is  sothly  to  god  alweys 
:eme  and  presentarie  estat ;  [1885] 
the  science  of  hym  that  overpasseth 
emporel  moevement  duelleth  in  the 
icite  of  his  presence,  and  embraceth 
x)nsidereth  alle  the  infynit  spaces  of 
3  preterites  and  futures,  and  lokith  in 
mple  knowynge  alle  thingis  of  preterit 

as    thei   weren   I-doon  presently 

now.  Yif  thou  wolt  thanne 
en  and  avise  the  prescience  by  whiche 
ioweth  alle  thinges,  thou  ne  schalt 
lit  demen  it  as  prescience  of  thinges 
»men,  but  thou  schalt  demen  more 
fully  that  it  is  science  of  presence  or 
staunce  that  nevere  ne  faileth.  For 
le  it  nis  nat  y-cleped  "  previdence," 
t  sholde  rathir  ben  clepid  **purve- 
;,"  that  is  establisshed  ful  fer  fro 
;  lowe  thinges,  and  byholdeth  fro 
ille  thinges,  right  as  it  were  fro  the 
heighte  of  thinges.  [1890] 
hy  axestow  thanne,  or  whi  des- 
itow  thanne,  that  thilke  thingis  ben 
by  necessite  whiche  that  ben  y-seyn 
knowen  by  the  devyne  sighte,  syn 
1888.  avUt%  consider. 


that  forsothe  men  ne  maken  nat  thilke 
thingis  necessarie  whiche  that  thei  seen 
ben  I-doon  in  hir  sighte?  For  addith 
thi  byholdynge  any  necessite  to  thilke 
thinges  that  thou  byholdest  present  ?  * 

*  Nay,*  quod  I. 

Philosophie.  *Certes  thanne,  yif  men 
myghte  maken  any  digne  comparysoun 
or  collacioun  of  the  presence  devyne  and 
of  the  presence  of  mankynde,  ryght  so  as 
ye  seen  some  thinges  in  this  temporel 
present,  ryght  so  seeth  god  alle  thinges  by 
his  eteme  present.  [1895] 

Wherfore  this  devyne  presence  ne 
chaungeth  nat  the  nature  ne  the  proprete 
of  thinges,  but  byholdeth  swiche  thingis 
present  to  hym  ward  as  thei  shollen  betyde 
to  yowward  in  tyme  to  comen.  Ne  it 
ne  confowndeth  nat  the  jugementes  of 
thingis ;  but  by  o  sight  of  his  thought  he 
knoweth  the  thinges  to  comen,  as  wol 
necessarie  as  nat  necessarie.  Ryght  so  as 
whan  ye  seen  togidre  a  man  walke  on  the 
erthe  and  the  sonne  arisen  in  the  hevene, 
albeit  so  that  ye  seen  and  byholden  the 
ton  and  the  tothir  togidre,  yit  natheles  ye 
demen  and  disceme  that  the  toon  is 
voluntarie  and  the  tother  is  necessarie. 
Ryght  so  thanne  the  devyne  lookynge, 
byholdynge  alle  thinges  undir  hym,  ne 
trowbleth  nat  the  qualite  of  thinges  that 
ben  certeinly  present  to  hymward  ;  but, 
as  to  the  condicioun  of  tyme,  forsothe  thei 
ben  futur.  [1900]  For  which  it  folweth 
that  this  nis  noon  opynioun,  but  rathir  a 
stidfast  knowynge  I-strengthid  by  sooth - 
nesse  that,  whan  that  god  knoweth  any 
thing  to  be,  he  ne  unwot  not  that  thilke 
thing  wanteth  necessite  to  be.  (This  is  to 
sein  that  whan  that  god  knoweth  any  thing 
to  betide,  he  wot  wel  that  it  ne  hath  no 
necessite  to  betyde. )  And  yif  thou  seist 
here  that  thilke  thing  that  god  seeth  to 

2895.  presence  both  times  seems  to  be  a  mistake 
iox prtsente ;  Lat.  'presentis,'  Fr.  'present.' 

1896.  presenc*  should  be  frttcience^  *prac- 
notio,'  '  prescience.*  In  1931  H  reads  presctence 
for  presence,  and  similarly  H  Cx.  in  1932  have 
prescience  iox  presence. 

1900.  trowSletk^  *  perturbat  * ;  Fr.  '  trouble,'  L 
'  destourbe.' 

1903.  ne  untuoi  not^  '  non  nesciat.' 
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betide,  it  ne  may  nat  unbytide  (as  who 
seith,  it  moot  bytide),  and  thilke  thing 
that  ne  mai  nat  unbytide,  it  mot  bytiden 
by  necessite,  and  that  thou  streyne  me 
to  this  name  of  necessite,  certes  I  wol  we 
confessen  and  byknowen  a  thing  of  ful 
sad  trouthe.  But  unnethe  schal  ther  any 
wight  mowe  seen  it  or  come  therto,  but 
yif  that  he  be  byholdere  of  the  devyne 
thought.  [1905]  For  I  wol  answeren  the 
thus  :  that  thilke  thing  that  is  futur,  whan 
it  is  referred  to  the  devyne  knowynge 
than  is  it  necesserie  ;  but  certis  whan  it  is 
undirstonden  in  his  owene  kynde,  men 
seen  it  outrely  fre  and  absolut  fro  alle 
necessite. 

For  certes  ther  ben  two  maneris  of 
necessites :  that  oon  necessite  is  symple, 
as  thus ;  that  it  byhovith  by  necessite 
that  alle  men  ben  mortal  or  dedly ; 
anothir  necessite  is  condicionel,  as  thus  : 
yif  thou  wost  that  a  man  walketh,  it 
byhovith  by  necessite  that  he  walke. 
Thilke  thing  thanne  that  any  wight  hath 
I-knowe  to  be,  it  ne  mai  ben  noon  oothir 
weys  thanne  he  knowith  it  to  be.  [1910] 
But  this  condicion  draweth  nat  with  hir 
thilke  necessite  simple ;  for  certes  this 
necessite  condicionel — the  propre  nature 
of  it  ne  makith  it  nat,  but  the  adieccioun 
of  the  condicioun  makith  it.  For  no 
necessite  ne  constreyneth  a  man  to  gon 
that  goth  by  his  propre  wil,  al  be  it  so 
that  whan  he  goth  that  it  is  necessarie 
that  he  goth.  Ryght  on  this  same  manere 
thanne,  yif  that  the  purveaunce  of  god 
seeth  any  thyng  present,  than  moot  thilke 
thing  ben  by  necessite,  althoghe  that  it 
ne  have  no  necessite  of  his  owne  nature. 
But  certes  the  futures  that  bytiden  by 
fredom  of  arbitrie,  god  seth  hem  alle 
togidre  presentes.  Thise  thinges  thanne, 
yf  thei  ben  referrid  to  the  devyne  sighte, 
than  ben  they  maked  necessarie  by  the 
condicioun  of  the  devyne  knowynge.  [19x5] 
But  certes  yif  thilke  thingis  ben  considered 
by  hem-self,  thci  ben  absolut  of  necessite, 


X914.  4>rts€HUs(SZ^K%  H  B/nrfM/);  Lat.  'i>re> 
sentes,'  Fr.  '  preseiu.'  Chaucer  probably  carried 
over  the  French  adjective. 


and  ne  forleten  nat  ne  txsax  nat 
liberte  of  hir  owne  nature.     Tbanz] 
withoute  doute  alle  the  thinges 
l)en  doon  whiche  that  god  woot  byf 
thei  ben  to  comen.     But  some 
comtn  and  bytiden  of  fre  arbitri 
wil,  that,  al  be  it  so  that  thci  byti* 
algates  ne  lese  thei  nat  hir  propr< 
in  beinge ;   by  the  whiche  first, 
thei  weren  I-don,  thei  hadden  powt 
to  han  bytyd.' 

*  What  is  this  to  seyn  thanne,' 
*  that  thinges  ne  ben  nat  necesseri' 
propre  nature,  so  as  thei  cx>men 
maneris  in  the  liknesse  of  necessit< 
condicioun  of  the  dev}'ne  science  ? 

*This   is   the   difference/  qu« 
'that  tho  thinges  that  I  purposic 
litel  her  byforn  (that  is  to  seyn,  th 
arysynge  and   the  man  walkyng* 
ther  whiles  that  thilke  thinges  ben 
they  ne  myghte  nat  ben  undoon 
natheles  that  oon  of  hem,  or  it 
doon,    it    byhonde  by  necessite 
was  I -doon,  but  nat  that  oothir. 
so  is  it  here,  that  the  thinges  t) 
hath  present  withoute  doute  thei 
ben.     But  some  of  hem  descendit 
nature  of  thinges  (as  the  sonne  ar>' 
and  some  descendith  of  the  powe 
doeris  (as  the  man  walkynge). 
seide  I  no  wrong  that,  yif  that  thise 
ben  referred   to   the  devyne  kn( 
thanne  ben  thei  necessarie ;  and 
l)en  considered  by  hem-self,  than  1 
absolut  fro  the  l)oond  of  necessite. 
so  as  alle  thingis  that  apiereth  or  s( 
to  the  wittes,  yif  thou  referre  it  to 
it  is  universel ;  and  yif  thou   lol 
referre  it  to  itself,   than  is  it   s 
But  now  yif  thou  seist  thus  :  that, 
be  in  my  power  to  chaunge  my 
than  schal  I   voiden   the   purvea 
god,    whan    pera venture    I    sch 
chaungid   the   thingis   that   he  1* 
byforn,"  [1925]  thanne  schal  I  ai 
the  thus :  *  *  Certes  thou  maist  wel  d 


1919.  Ci  B  H  Cx.  omit  tfu  before  com 
1934.  alU  thinris^   *  tout ' ;  perhaps 
the 'it's  (Me*)  that  follow. 


436 


BOECE 


I 926- I 942 


y& ;  but  for  as  mochel  as  the 
othnesse  of  the  devyne  purve- 
loldeth  that  thou  maist  chaunge 
s,  and  whethir  thou  wolt  chaunge 
and  whiderward  that  thou  torne 
ic  maist  nat  eschuen  the  devyne 
t,  ryght  as  thou  ne  maist  nat 

sighte  of  the  present  eye,  al- 
lat  thou  tome  thiself  by  thi  fre 
iverse  accions."  But  thou  maist 
1 :  "  How  schal  it  thanne  be — 
the  devyne  science  ben  chaunged 
isposicioun  whan  that  I  wol  o 
w  and  now  anothir ;  and  thilke 
e — ne  semeth  it  nat  to  entre- 
stoundis  of  knowynge  ?  " '  (As 
1,  ne  schal  it  nat  seme  to  us  that 
le  prescience  entrechaungith  hise 
toundes  of  knowynge,  so  that  it 
>m-tyme  o  thyng,  and  somtyme 
irie  ?)  [1930] 
quod  I. 

brsothe,'  quod  sche,  *  for  the 
ighte  renneth  to-fom,  and  seeth 
es,  and  clepith  hem  ayen,  and 

hem  to  the  presence  of  his 
lowjmge;  ne  he  ne  entrechaungith 
s  thou  wenest,  the  stoundes  of 
ynge,  as  now  this,  now  that ; 
f  duellynge  cometh  byfom,  and 
1  at  o  strook  alle  thi  mutaciouns. 

presence  to  comprehenden  and 
alle  thingis — god  ne  hath  nat 
of  the  bytidynge  of  thinges  to 
t  of  his  propre  symplicite.  And 
assoiled  thilke  thing  that  thou 
litel  here  byfom,  that  is  to  seyn, 

*uHdetf  '  vices.' 

esence  to  com^rekendeH^  etc.,    '  pre- 
.   .  comprehendre,*  i.t.  p>ower  to  com- 
ings in  present  time. 


that  it  is  unworthy  thing  to  seyn  that  our 
futures  yeven  cause  of  the  science  of  god. 
For  certis  this  strengthe  of  the  devyne 
science,  whiche  that  embraseth  alle  thinges 
by  his  presentarie  knowynge,  establissheth 
manere  to  alle  thinges,  and  it  ne  oweth 
nawht  to  lattere  thinges.  [1935]  And  syn 
that  thise  thinges  ben  thus  (that  is  to 
seyn,  syn  that  necessite  nis  nat  in  thinges 
by  the  devyne  prescience),  thanne  is  ther 
fredom  of  arbitre,  that  duelleth  hool  and 
unwemmed  to  mortal  men  ;  ne  the  lawes 
ne  purposen  nat  wikkidly  medes  and 
peynes  to  the  willynges  of  men,  that  ben 
unbownden  and  quyt  of  all  necessite  ;  and 
god,  byholdere  and  forwytere  of  alle 
thingis,  duelleth  above,  and  the  present 
eteroite  of  his  sighte  renneth  alwey  with 
the  diverse  qualite  of  our  dedes,  dis- 
pensynge  and  ordeynynge  medes  to  gode 
men  and  tormentes  to  wikkide  men. 
Ne  in  ydel  ne  in  veyn  ne  ben  ther  put  in 
god  hope  and  preyeris,  that  ne  mowen 
nat  ben  unspedful  ne  withouten  effect 
whan  they  been  ryghtful. 

*Withstond  thanne  and  eschue  thou 
vices  ;  worschipe  and  love  thou  vertues ; 
arcise  thi  corage  to  ryghtful  hopes ;  yilde 
thou  humble  preieres  an  heyghe.  [1940] 
Gret  necessite  of  prowesse  and  vertu  is 
encharged  and  comaundcd  to  yow,  yif  ye 
nil  nat  dissimulen ;  syn  that  ye  worken 
and  don  (that  is  to  seyn,  your  dedes  or 
your  werkes)  byfom  the  eyen  of  the  juge 
that  seeth  and  demeth  alle  thinges.* 

EXPLICIT    LIBER   BOECII. 


1935.  maftrty   '  modum,'   '  propre  maniere  * ; 
rather  />ottf$*f. 

1935.  iatiere  tkingeSy  '  posterioribus.' 
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BOOK   I 


The  double  sorwe  of  Troilus  to  icllen, 
That   was    the  king    Priamus'  sone   of 

Troye, 
In  loving  how  his  aventures  fallen 
Kro  wo  to  wele,  and  after  out  of  joye, 
My  purpos  is,  or  that  I  parte  fro  ye.- 
Thesiphone,  thou  help  me  for  t'  endite 
Thise  woful  vers,  that  wepen  as  I  \%Tite  ! 

To    thee    clepe    I,    thou    Goddesse    of 
torment,  8  , 

Thou  cruel  Furie,  sorwing  evere  in  peyne !  ! 
Help  me  that  am  the  sorwful  instrument 
That  helpeth  lovers,  as  I  can,  to  pleync  ! 
For  wel  sit  it,  the  sothe  for  to  seyne, 
A  wofiil  wight  to  han  a  drcry  fere, 
And  to  a  son%'ful  talc,  a  S4>ry  chore  ! 

For  I,  that  God  of  Lt»vcs  $or\-ants  ser\-e, 
Ne  dar  to  Love  for  myn  unliklinessc 
Preyen  for  sped,  al  sholde  I  therfor  ster\-e, 
So  fer  am  I  from  his  help  in  derknesse  : 
But  nathcles,  if  this  may  don  gladnessc 
Unt'  any  lover  and  his  cause  a\'aile,       20 
Have  he  my  thank,   and    myn  be  this 
traMiilc  ! 

But  >c  loveres,  that  bathcn  in  gladnesse. 
If  any  drope  of  pite  in  you  be, 
Remembreth  you  on  passed  he\'inesse 
That  ye  han  felt,  and  on  th'  ad\*ersite 
Of  other  folk  ;  and  thenketh  how  that  ye 
Han  felt  that  Love  dorste  you  displese, 
Or  yc  han  wonnc  him  with  loo  gret  an  1 

And  preycth  for  hem  that  ben  in  the  cas 
Of  Troilus,  as  ye  may  after  here,  30 

That  Love  hem  bringe  in  hevene  to  solas  ;  , 


And  ek  for  me  preycth  to  God  so  doe 
That  I  have  might  to  shewe  in  som  tenht 
Swich  peyne  and  wo  as  Loves  folk  cadoic^ 
In  Troilus*  unsely  iventure. 

And  biddeth  ek  for  hem  that  bea  d^ 

speyred 
In  love,  that  nevere  n'il  recovered  be^ 
And  ek  for  hem  that  fidsly  ben  apcyred 
Thorugh  wikked  tonges,  be  it  he  or  de; 
Thus  biddeth  God  for  his  benignet^     m 
So  graunte  hem  soone  oat  of  this  worii 

to  pace. 
That  ben  despeyred  out  of  Loves  giace. 

And  biddeth  ek  for  hem  that  ben  at  fat 
That   God  hem   graunte  ay  good  per- 

severaunce, 
And  sende  hem  might  hir  ladies  so  to  pkie 
That  it  to  Love  be  worship  and  plesumcc 
For  so  hope  I  my  soule  best  t'avaunce, 
To  preyc  for  hem  that  Louies  servants  bt, 
And  write  hir  wo,  and  live  in  charite, 

And  for  to  have  of  hem  compassioun  5^ 
As  though  I  were  hir  owne  brother  dere.— 
Now  herkneth  with  a  good  entencioim, 
For  now  wol  I  gon  streight  to  my  matae. 
In  which  ye  may  the  double  son^'es  hert 
Of  Troilus  in  loving  of  Criseyde, 
And  how  that  she  forsook  him  ur  sIk 
deyde. 

— It  is  wel  wist  how  that   the  Grekes 

strongc 
In  armcs  with  a  thousand  shippes  wente 
To  Troyewardes,  and  the  dte  ionge 


For  relation:*  of  MSS.  and  letters  by  which 
they  are  quoted,  &ee  Introduction.  ' 

6.   ThtiiphotUy  Tisiphone. 
21.  he,  i.e.  !»%•€. 


44.  a  In  icve,  tkmt  God  JUm  ^namii  A^ 

45.  ladies^  a  and  others  lavts. 

47.  favaMmi:t\  J  Cp.  CI.  axaumee. 

53.  ket^metk.  Shows  that  Troilus  was  vritten 
for  recitation.  See  I.  450 ;  \\.  jo^  1751 ;  iii.  4M1 
1333.     But  sec  later,  v.  370. 
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gcden  wel  ten  yer  or  they  stente,    60 
in  diverse  wise  and  oon  entente 
ravisshing  to  wreken  of  Eleyne 
aris  don,  they  wroiighten  al  hir  peyne. 

fil  it  so,  that  in  the  town  ther  was 
King  a  lord  of  gret  auctorit^, 
et  devyn  that  cleped  was  Calcas, 

in  science  so  expert  was,  that  he 
N  wel  that  Troye  sholde  destroyed  be 
nswer  of  his  God,  that  highte  thus, 
1  Phebus,  or  Appollo  Delphicus.    70 

'hen  that  Calcas  knew  by  calculinge, 
ek  by  answer  of  this  Appollo, 
Grekes  sholden  swich  a  peple  bringe 
-ugh  which  that  Troye  moste  be  for-do, 
aste  anon  out  of  the  town  to  go  ; 
^el  wiste  he  by  sort  that  Troye  sholde 
royed  ben,  ye,  wolde  who-so  n'olde. 

which  for  to  departen  softely 
:  purpos  ful  this  for-knowinge  wise, 
to  the  Grekes  oost  ful  privily         80 
tal  anon  ;  and  they  in  curteys  wise 
deden  boihe  worship  and  servise, 
ust  that  he  hath  konning  hem  to  rede 
,-ery  peril  which  that  is  to  drede. 

noise  up  ros,  whan  it  was  first  aspyed 
•ugh  al  the  town,  and  generaly  x^-as 

spoken, 
Calcas  tray  tour  fled  was  and  allyed 
I  hem  of  Grece ;  and  casten  to  ben 

wroken 
him   that  falsly  hadde  his  feyth   so 

broken, 
seyden  he  and  al  his  kyn  at  ones  90 
worthy  for  to  brennen  fel  and  bones. 

hadde  Calcas  left  in  this  mischaunce, 
nwbt  of  this  false  and  wikked  dede, 
doughter,   which  that  was  in  gret 
penaunce ; 

wtly  H4  y  nigh, 
thatf  ay  this. 

a  Ho^yng  in  kym  (^vm/  0  kuunyng  fum  to 
Boc.  uk  lui  sperando  sommo  e  buon  con* 

■ 

The  Mciu  up    rot^  a  Gret   rumour  gan 

Boc.  Fu  rumor  grande. 
y  yxattt/als  after  traytour, 
Aiumwisff  &  Unknowing. 


For  of  her  lif  she  was  ful  sore  in  drede 
As  she  that  n'iste  what  was  best  to  rede  ; 
For  bothe  a  widwe  was  she,  and  alone 
Of  any  frend,  to  whom  she  dorste  her 
mone. 

Criseyde  was  this  lady  name  al  right : 
As  to  my  dom  in  al  Troyes  cit^  100 

N'as    non   so   fair ;   for,    passing   every 

wight. 
So  angelik  was  hir  natif  beaut^, 
That  lik  a  thing  inmortal  semed  she. 
As  is  an  hevenissh  parfit  creature 
That  down  were  sent  in  scorning  of  nature. 

This  lady,  which  that  herde  al-day  at  ere 
Her  fadres  shame,  his  falsnesse  and  tresoun, 
Wel  nigh  out  of  her  wit  for  sorwe  and  fere. 
In  widwes  habit  large  of  samyt  broun. 
On  knees  she  61  bifom  Ect<Sr  a-doun  no 
With  pitous  vois,  and  tendrely  wepinge 
His  mercy  bad,  her-selven  excusinge. 

Now  was  this  Ector  pitous  of  nature, 
And  saw  that  she  was  sorwfiilly  bigon. 
And  that  she  was  so  fair  a  creature  ; 
Of  his  goodn^sse  he  gladed  her  anon. 
And  seyde,  '  Lat  your  fadres  treson  gon 
Forth  with  mischaunce  !   And  ye  yourself 

in  joye 
Dwelleth  with  us  whil  you  good  list  in 

Troye  ! 

'  And  al  th'  hon6ur  that  men  may  don  you 
have,  1 30 

As  ferforth  as  your  fader  dwelled  here. 
Ye  shul  han,  and  your  body  shal  men  save 
As  fer  as  I  may  aught  enquere  and  here.' 
And  she  him  thanked  with  ful  humble 
chere, 

loi.  passings  a  aver  (H4  omits). 

X04.  IX,  av  tioth. 

106.  herae  al-day.  y  and  others  al-day  herde, 

109.  /<"T';  J  O  H5  Hj  bleJt. 

III.  a  With  chere  and  voys /ul PyUus^  and 
we^ynge.  Boc.^  E  lagrimosa  .  .  .  e  con  voce  e 
con  vista  assai  pietosa. 

118.  Forth  with  mischauncet  a  To  tory  haf". 

123.  and^  y  and  others  or. 

174.  a  thanked  o/te  in  humble  chert.    Boc 
Ella  di  qnasto  fl  ringrulo  mssai 

E  piilTOlM. 


439 


125-187 


TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE 


BOOK  : 


Ami  rifv.-r  woldc  and  it  had  ben  his  wille.      But  aldennost  in  bonoiir,  out  of  donte, 
An'l  \.<}ft\i  her  Icve,  and  horn,  and  held  |  They  hadde  a  relik,  beet  Fdhdion, 
her  stiile.  J  That  H-as  hir  trust  aborvn  eicgjchon. 


And  ill  \\*tx  hous  sh'  abood  with  swich 

rii';yri»: 
As  til  h'.r  honour  ncrle  was  to  holdc, 
An' I  whil  she  was  dwcllinge  in  that  cite     ' 
Kcpie  her  c.srat,  and  bothc  of  yongc  and  ' 

oMc  1 30  j 

Fill   wcl   Ijclovcfl,  and  wcl   men  of  her 

toldc. 
H-jt  wh'ihcrthat  she  children  haddc  ornon, 
I  rt'It  it  nat ;  thcrfor  I  lete  it  gon. 

'\'\\t'.  ihinj;«}.s  fcllt-n  as  they  don  of  wcrre 
iJyiwix'.'ii  hem  <»f  Troyc  ami  Grekcs  ofte  ; 
I*'or  soin  day  iKuightcn  they  of  Troyc  it 

dcrre, 
And  eft  the  ( IrekC-s  foundcn  nothing  softe 
The  f'llk  of  Troye.      And  thus  Fortune 

oil- loft  e, 
And  under  rfi,  j^an  h«.m  \<>  wheclen  Iwthc 
All'T    Imt    (o.ir-,    ay    whil    ihcy     wercn  ■ 

wi'ith':.  140 

I 
liiit  h'»w  thi">  town  com  lo  dcstruccioun 

\e  fjillelh  naught  to  ]iur{)os  me  to  telle, 

I'i»r  it.  were  here  a  long  digrcfisioun 

l*ro  my  mat  ere,  and  for  you  long  to  dwelle. 

liiu  ilie  Trojanes  gestes,  as  they  felle, 

In  <hw:x^  or  in  Dares,  or  in  Ditc, 

Who-NO  that  can  may  rerle  hem  as  llicy 

write. 

IJut  thou«jh  tliat  (irekes  hem   of  Trove 

^hetlcn. 
And  hir  rile  hyscgod  al  alx)ute, 
Hir  oMe  ii>age  n'olde  they  nat  letten   150 
As  fr)r  t'  honriure  hir  ( If >ddes  ful  devoute  ; 

I  \3.  Tlii-.  may  l>r  iliic  toCh.iticer's  mis-reading 
]i<>«.c.ircii».  Mill  J  says  'she  hail  iiu  need  to  care 
for  vjn  uT  tJau^htct.' 

1 4i ).  J  and  olhr rs  ay  vhil  that  they  wtrcwrfikf. 

1 4  j.  /•".'»•  it  it'etx  fure,  so  ^ ;  a  For-viky  it  wert ; 
y  hor  it  Tiv/r. 

144.  _/!>/■  you  lifng  to  thvei/c,  >a  Hj  (nee  li.F, 
i.  v^.') ;  rc-[  v.ir. 

14 V  TrojfiHti^  so  I*  Ha  R  ;  CI.  Trpianc ;  rest 
Troian. 

14A.  jy.irfs  ami  /?//<t,  Dares  and  Diclys,  sup- 
|fiM:d  writers  on  the  Trojan  war. 

III.   n  i;odtii-s  anil  tfl  huff. 


And  so  bifil  whan  comen  was  the  time 
Of  Aperil,  when  clothed  is  the  mede 
With  newc  grene,  of  lusty  Ver  the  primes 
And  swote  smelling  floures  white  aDdrede, 
In  sondf}*  wises  shewed,  as  I  rede. 
The  folk  of  Troye  hir  obserraunces  dde. 
I'alladiones  festc  for  lo  holde. 


IM 


And  to  the  temple  in  al  hir  bestc  wise 
In  general  ther  wcnte  mony  a  wight 
Tr)  herknen  of  Palladion  sem'se : 
And  namely  so  mony  a  lusty  knigfai, 
So  mony  a  lady  frcssh  and  mayden  bright. 
Kul  wel  arayed  bothe  meste  and  leste, 
^'e,  bothc  for  the  seson  and  the  feste. 

Among  thise  othre  folk  was  Crise)-di 
In  widwes  habit  blak  ;  but  natheles,   i7> 
Right  as  our  firste  Icttrc  is  now  an  A, 
In  l)eaute  first  so  stood  she  makeles : 
Her  goodly  loking  gladed  al  the  prees: 
N  'asncverc  scyn  thing  to  ben  pra}*s^  derrc^ 
Nor  under  cloudc  blak  so  bright  a  sterrc. 

As  was  Criseyde,  as  folk  se}-de  evei}'cbooe 
That  her  beholden  in  her  blake  wode. 
And  yit  she  stood  ful  lowe  and  siille  alone 
Bchinden  othre  folk  in  litcl  brede  m 
And  nigh  the  dorc,  ay  under  shames  diedd 
Simple  of  atir  and  debonaire  of  chere, 
With  ful  assured  loking  and  manere. 

This  Troilus,  as  he  was  wont  to  gidc 
His  yongc  knightes,  laddehetn  upand  doun 
In  th'ilke  large  temple  on  every  side, 
Biholding  ay  the  ladies  of  the  toun, 
Now  here,  now  there ;  for  no  devocioun 

151.  PalladioH^  the  Palladium  or  sacred  imafie 
of  Pallas. 

156.  A/^ril^  aApparailU  (possibly  inteiMieJ 
as  a  pun.     Sec  iii.  35)). 

1 58.  smellinf^  so  a  Cx.  D ;  J  and  others  smulien. 
IV)C.  Kiveste  1  prati  d'  erbette  e  di  liori. 

167.  Jo.  tht  before  mestt  and  hsU;  a  /'«/  9fi 
hiseyn  the  weste^  Mteiu  mmd  Ifste;  y  Ful  veei 
arayed  hotke  maste^  meytu  and  Uite. 

174.  nrxfre  sfyn^  10  a  Cjc.  Ad.  Hj;  J  and 
others  nnxrt  yet  seyn. 

\Z\.   TAis,  a  Damn. 
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m,  to  reven  him  his  reste, 
se  and  lakken  whom  him 


fill  faste  he  gan  to  wayten 
licr  of  his  compan^^e      191 
or  lete  his  yen  bayten 
that  he  coude  esp^e  : 
and  holden  it  folye, 
I  us,  *  God  wot,  she  slepeth 

whan  thou  tomestful  ofte! 

I,  {)ardicux,  of  your  livinge, 
your  lewed  6bservaunces, 
bour  folk  han  in  winninge 
I  the  keping  which  dout- 

200 

preyc  is  lost,  wo  and  jwn- 

,  nyce  and  blynd  ben  ye  ! 
Dn  can  war  by  other  be  !  * 

word  he  gan  caste  up  the 

!  is  this  natwisly spoken?' 
od  of  Love  gan  loken  rowe 
,  and  shop  for  to  ben  wroken : 
his  bowe  n'as  nat  broken  ! 
;  hitte  him  at  the  fulle  ; 
id  a  }x:cok  can  he  pulle  ! 

!  O  blinde  entencioun !  an 

2th  al  th'  effect  contraire 

ind  foul  presumpcioun  ; 

proud,  and  caught  is  de- 
» 

• 

cloml)en  on  the  staire, 
th  that  he  mot  descenden  ! 
h  thing  that  fooles  wenden ! 

ard  ginneth  for  to  skippe 
U  so  priketh  him  his  com, 

Cx.  G  ?>/ulso/ie. 
ova, 

:ads : 

blys!  iiui]r]r«Dothliifffteef 
»f  yow  y-war  by  otherbe  ! 

iads: 

,  Lores  bowe  was  not  y>brolcen  I 
I  heed,  be  .  .  . 

Daufu 


Til  he  a  lasshe  have  of  the  longe  whippe, 
Than  thenketh  he,  *  Though  I  praunce  al 
befom  aai 

First  in  the  trais,  fill  fat  and  newe  shorn, 
Yit  am  I  but  an  hors,  and  horses  lawe 
I  mot  endure  and  with  my  feres  drawe.* 

So  ferde  it  by  thisfierse  and  proude  knight : 
Though  he  a  worthy  kinges  sone  were, 
And  wende  no  thing  badde  had swich  might 
Ayein  his  wil,  that  sholde  his  herte  stere, 
Yit  with  a  look  his  herte  wex  a-fere,  929 
That  he  that  now  was  most  in  pride  above 
Wex  sodeinly  most  subget  unto  Love. 

For-thy  ensaumple  taketh  of  this  man, 
Ye  wise,  proude,  and  worthy  folkes  aile. 
To  scornen  Love,  which  that  so  soone  can 
The  fredom  of  your  hertes  to  him  thralle  ! 
For  evere  it  was,  and  evere  it  shal  bi&lle, 
That  Love  is  he  that  alle  thing  may  binde  ; 
Yot  may  no  man  for-do  the  lawe  of  kinde. 

That  this  be  soth,  hath  proved,  and  doth  yit. 
For  this,  trowe  I,  ye  knowen,  alle  or  some: 
Men  reden nat  that  folk  han  gretter  wit  241 
Than  they  that  han  ben  most  with  love 

y-nonie ; 
And  strengest  folk  ben  therwith  overcome, 
The  worthieste  and  grettest  of  degree  : 
This  was,  and  is,  and  yit  men  shal  it  see. 

And  treweliche  it  sit  wel  to  be  so ; 
?'or  alderwisest  han  therwith  ben  plesed, 
And  they  that  have  ben  aldermost  in  wo, 
With  love  have  ben  conforted  most  and 

esed  ; 
And  ofte  it  hath  the  cruel  herte  apesed,  350 
And  worthy  folk  maad  worthier  of  name, 
And  causeth  most  to  dreden  vice  and  shame. 

Now,  sith  it  may  nat  goodly  be  withstonde, 
And  is  a  thing  so  vertuous  in  kinde, 
Refuseth  nat  to  Love  for  to  be  bonde, 
Sin,  as  him-selven  list,  he  may  you  binde. 
The  yerde  is  bet  that  bowen  woland  winde, 

394.  with,  &  as. 

327.  nvich,  R  G  H 8  S  swick  a, 

339,  231.  wex,  so  H4  G  D ;  othcra  tvax. 

337.  a//c,  J  and  others  a/. 

957.  a  Betir  is  tkg  w€md. 
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Than  that  that  brest ;  and  therfor  I  yoa 

rede 
To  folwcn  Love,  that  you  so  wel  can  lede. 

But  for  10  tellen  forth  in  special  a6o 

As  of  this  kinges  sone  of  which  I  tolde. 
And  leten  other  thing  collateral. 
Of  him  thinke  I  my  tale  forth  to  holde, 
Bothe  of  his  joye  and  of  his  cares  colde  ; 
And  al  his  werk  as  touching  this  matere, 
For  I  it  gan,  I  wl  ther-to  refere. 

Within  the  temple  he  wente  him  forth, 

ployinge, 
This  Troilus,  of  every  \**ight  aboute  ; 
On  this  lady,  and  now  on  that  lokinge, 
WTieV-so  she  were  of  towne  or  of  withoute ; 
And  upon  cas  bifil  that  thorugh  a  route  371 
His  ye  perced,  and  so  depe  it  wente. 
Til  on  Criscyde  it  smot,  and  ther  it  stente. 

And  sodeinly  he  wex  ther-with  astoned. 
And  gan  her  l)et  beholde  in  thrifty  wise. 
*  O  mercy,   God  I  *  thoughte  he,   *  wher 

hastow  woncd, 
That  art  so  fair  and  goodly  to  devise  ? ' 
Ther-with  his  herte  gan  to  sprede  and  rise ; 
And  softe  he  sike<l  lest  men  mighte  him 

here,  279 

And  caughte  ayein  his  firste  pleying  cherc. 

She  n'as  nat  with  the  leste  of  her  stati'ire  : 
But  alle  her  limes  so  wel  answcringe 
Weren  to  wommanhode,  that  creature 
N'as  nevere  lasse  mannissh  in  seminge  ; 
And  ek  the  pure  wise  of  her  moWngc 
Shewede  wel  that  men  mighte  in  her  gcsse 
Honour,  estat,  and  wommanly  noblesse. 

To  Troilus  rij;ht  wonder  wel  with-alle 
Gan  for  to  like  her  moving  and  her  chere, 
Which  somdel  deignous  A^'as  ;  for  she  let 
falle  290 

Ilcr  look  a  lite  aside  in  swich  man^e 

359.  ^  L<n>€ ;  y  kim  ;  &  ^cw/ohutth  Aim. 

261.  (i  y  omit  As. 

-ikl.  forth,  CI.  Hi^&r;  %  forth  for;  G  omits. 

264.  joye,  J  G  CI.  joyts. 

379.  Ar,  so  &  G ;  ^  y  omit. 

386.  a  She  shewed, 

288.   /"*»,  »o  J  H5  y ;  rest  Tho. 


I 


Ascaonces,  '  What !   may  I  nat  stooda 

here?' 
And  after  that  her  lolcing  gan  riie  lig^ 
That  nevere  thoughte  him  sen  so  good  a 

sighte. 

.\nd  of  her  look,  in  him  ther  gan  toqnika 
So  gret  desir,  and  swich  afieodoan. 
That  in  his  hertes  botme  gmn  to  sdJccn 
Of  her  his  fixe  and  depe  inpiessioon ; 
And,  though  he  erst  had  poured  up  and 
doun,  «99 

He  was  tho  glad  his  homes  in  to  shrioke : 
Unnethes  wiste  he  how  to  loke  or  winke ! 

lx>  !  he,  that  leet  him-selven  so  connioge^ 
And  scorned  hem  thatLovfe  peyn^sdiyoii 
Was  ful  unwar  that  Love  had  his  dud- 

linge 
Within  the  subtil  stfcmes  of  her  yen, 
That  sodeynly  him  thoughte  he  lUte  d|^ 
Right  withher  look,  the  spirit  ofhisherte.^ 
Bles$c-<1  be  Love,  that  can  thus  kXk  am- 

verte  ? 

She,  this  in  blak,  liking  to  Troilus      m 
Over  alle  thing,  he  stood  for  to  bdnUe: 
Ne  his  desir,  ne  wher-for  he  stood  tlii8» 
He  neither  chere  mad^,  ne  word  tolde ; 
But,  from  a-fer  hk  maner  for  to  bolde, 
On  other  thing  som  time  his  look  he  oste, 
And  cfl  on  her,  whil  that  servise  lastc. 

And  afler  this,  nat  fullich  al  a-whaped, 
Out  of  the  temple  al  esiliche  he  wente, 
Repenting  him  that  he  had  e\-ere  y-jtpev) 
Of  Loves  folk,  lest  fully  the  descente 
Of  scorn  fille  on  him-sclf ;  bat  what  he 
mente,  j» 

I^st  it  were  wist  on  any  maner  side, 
His  wo  he  gan  dissimulen  and  hide. 

Ulian  he  was  fro  the  temple  thus  departed, 
He  streight  anon  unto  the  paleys  tometh. 
Right  with  her  look  thonigh-shoten  9xA 

thorugh-darted, 
Al  feyneth  he  in  lust  that  he  sojometh ; 
And  al  hischereandspechealso  he  bometbi 


307.  ofym. 

394.  afitkt  (Hoc) ;  Cx.  y  Aw. 
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And  ay  of  Loves  servants  every  while 
Himself  to  wrye,  at  hem  he  gan  to  smile, 

And  seydo,  *  Lord  I  so  ye  live  al  in  lest,  330 
Ye  lovers  !     For  the  conningeste  of  yow 
That  serveth  most  ententifliche  and  best, 
Him  tit  as  often  harm  ther-of  as  prow  : 
Your  hire  is  quit  ayein,  ye,  God  wot  how  ! 
Naught  wel  for  wel,  but  scorn  for  good 

servise  I 
In  feith  your  ordre  is  ruled  in  good  wise  ! 

*In  noun-certeyn  ben  alle  your  observaunces 
But  it  a  fewe  sely  pointes  be  ;  338 

Ne  no  thing  asketh  so  grete  dttendaunces 
As  doth  your  lay,  and  that  knowe  alle  ye. 
But  that  is  nat  the  worste,  as  mote  I  th^  I 
But,  tolde  I  you  the  worste  point,  I  leve, 
Al  seyde  I  soth,  ye  wolden  at  me  greve. 

'  But  tak  this  :  that  ye  lovers  ofte  eschue 
Or  elles  don  of  good  entencioun, 
Ful  ofte  thy  lady  wol  it  mis-construe. 
And  deme  it  harm  by  her  opinioun  ; 
And  yit  if  she  for  other  enchesoun 
Be  wroth,  than  shaltow  han  a  groin  anon  ! 
Lord,  wel  is  him  that  may  ben  of  you  oon!' 

But  for  al  this,  whan  that  he  saw  his  time,  351 
He  held  his  pees ;  non  other  boote  him 

gaincde ; 
For  Love  began  his  fetheres  so  to  lime. 
That  wel  unnethe  until  his  folk  he  faincde 
That  othre  bisy  nedes  him  destrainede  ; 
For  wo  was  him,  that  what  todon  he  n*isle, 
But  bad  his  folk  to  gon  wher  that  hem  liste. 

And  whan  that  he  in  chaumbre  was  allone. 
He  down  upon  his  beddes  feet  him  sette ; 
And  6rst  he  gan  to  sike,  and  eft  to  grone,  360 
And  thoughte  ay  so  on  her  withouten  lette, 
That,  as  he  sat  and  wook,  his  spirit  mette 
That  he  her  saw  in  temple,  and  al  the  wise 
Right  of  her  look  ;  and  gan  it  newc  avise. 

Thus  gan  he  make  a  mirrour  of  his  minde, 
In  which  he  saw  al  hoolly  her  figure, 

338.  Bftweulv;  otbtnufy/iwe. 

345.  OrtlU*  d9t^  «  Porgooi^  9r  dmu 

jAj,  fyt9ofi\  other*  in, 

^3.  m,  so«;  Cx.oa.  m;  %ai;  CI.  «;  others 


And  that  he  wel  coude  in  his  hcric  finde  ! 
It  was  to  him  a  right  good  avenlure 
To  love  swich  oon ;  and  if  he  dede  his  cure 
To  serven  her,  yit  mighte  he  falle  in  grace. 
Or  elles  for  oon  of  her  servants  pace.     371 

Imagininge  that  traviile  nor  grame 
Ne  mighte  for  so  goodly  oon  be  lorn 
As  she,  ne  him  for  his  desir  no  shame, 
Al  were  it  wist,  but  in  pris  and  up-born 
Of  alle  lovers  wel  more  than  biforn, — 
Thus  argumented  he  in  his  ginninge, 
Ful  unavised  of  his  wo  cominge. 

Thus  took  he  purpos  Loves  craft  to  suwe, 
And  thoughte  he  woldc  werken  prively  380 
First  for  to  hiden  his  desir  in  muwe 
From  every  wight  y-bom  al  outrely. 
But  he  mighte  aught  recovered  ben  ther-by; 
Remembring  him,  that  love  too  wide  y- 

blowe 
Yelt  bittre fruit,  though  swete seed  be  sowe. 

And   over  al  this,   ful  muchel  more  he 

thoughte. 
What  for  to  speke,  and  what  to  holden 

inne; 
iVnd  what  to  artcn  her  to  love  he  soughte. 
And  on  a  song  anon  right  to  beginne,  389 
And  gan  loude  on  his  sorwc  for  to  winne ; 
For  with  good  hope  he  gan  fiillfche  assente 
Criseyde  for  to  love,  and  naught  repente. 

And  of  his  song,  not  only  the  sentence 
As  writ  myn  auctour  called  Lollius, 
But  pleynly,  save  our  tonges  diflference, 
I  dar  wel  seyn,  in  al  that  Troilus 
Seyde  in  his  song,  lo,  every  word  right  thus 
As  I  shal  seyn  !  And,  who-so  list  it  here, 
Lo,  next  this  vers  he  may  it  finden  here. 

381.  /or  /<>,  so  S  Hs  Ad.  ;  others  to. 

386,  /ul  mucktl^  io  H4  R ;  y  ^e*^  9nuch^l) ; 
J  and  others  muckeL 

393.  In  Boccaccio  Troilus  merely  gives  way  to 
singing  in  light*heartedness.  Cnaucer  makes 
Troilus  compose  a  song  (11.  400-430)  which  is  a 
translation  of  Petrarch's  88th  Sonnet. 

393.  a  And  of  this  song;  not  only  kis  sentence. 

394.  LolliuSt  i.e.  Boccaccio  (see  v.  16S3).  Why 
Cbuicer  always  refers  to  Boccaccio  as  Lollius,  is 
still  a  mystery. 

399.  Ar,  J  ye. 
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*  If  no  love  is,  O  God,  what  fele  I  so?    400 
And   if  love   is,  what  thing  and  which 

is  he? 
If  love  be  good,   from  whennes  com'th 

my  wo? 
If  it  be  wikke,  a  wonder  thinketh  me 
Whenne  every  toiment  and  adversity 
That  com'th  of  him  may  to  me  savory 

thinke ; 
For  ay  thurste  I  the  more  that  ich  it  drinke. 

*  And  if  that  at  myn  owne  lust  I  brenne, 
From  whennes  com'th  my  wailing  and  my 

pleynte  ? 
If  harm  agree  me,  wher-to  pleyne  I  thcnne? 
I  n'ot,  no  why  unwery  that  I  feyntc.    410 
O  quike  deth  !  O  swetc  harm  so  queynte  ! 
How  may  of  thee  in  me  swich  quantitc, 
But-if  that  I  consente  that  it  be  ? 

*  And  if  that  I  consente,  I  wrongfully 
Compleync,  y-wis. — Thus  possed  to  and 

fro, 
Al  stcrelcs  with- in  a  lx)ot  am  I 
A-midde  the  see  betwixen  windes  two 
That  in  contrarie  stonden  evere  mo. 
Alias  !  What  is  this  wonder  maladye?  419 
For  hete  of  cold,  for  cold  of  hete,  I  dye  ! ' 

And  to  the  Go<i  of  Love  thus  sey<lc  he 
With  pitous  vois,  *  O  Lord,  now  youres  is 
My  spirit  which  that  oughte  youres  l)e  ! 
You  thanke  I,  Lord,  that  han  me  brought 

to  this  ! 
But  whether  goddesse  or  womman,  y-wis, 
She  be,  I  n'ot,  which  that  ye  do  me  serve ; 
But  as  her  man  I  wol  ay  live  and  sterve. 

*  Ye  stonden  in  her  yen  mightily. 
As  in  a  place  unto  your  vertu  digne, 
Wherfore,  Lord,  if  my  servlsc  or  I       430 
May  liken  you,  so  beth  to  me  benigne  ; 
For  myn  estat  roiai  here  I  resigne 

Into  her  hand,  and  with  ful  humble  chere 
Bicome  her  man,  as  to  my  lady  dere.' 

In  him  nc  dcyncd  sparen  blood  roial 
The  fir  of  love, — wher-fro  God  me  blesse  ! 

406.  ich  it  drinke^  so  J  Cx.  y  ;  &  R  G I  drinke, 
430.  Lord^  S  O  lord;  CI.  Sj  my  lord, 
436.  whrr-fro,  J  S  CI.  the  wker/ro;  H5  Hi  jr 
wher/ro. 


Ne  him  forbar  in  no  degree  for  ml 
His  vertu  or  his  excellent  prowesae, 
But  held  him  as  his  thral  lowe  in  desbtsse, 
And  brende  him  so  in  sondry  wise  ay 
That  sexty  time  a  day  he  lost  his  hewe. 


* 
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So  mochel  day  fro  day'his  owne  thought. 
For  lust,  to  her  gan  quiken  and  encreae, 
That  everich  other  charge  he  sette  at 

nought ; 
For-thy  fill  ofte,  his  hote  fir  to  cesse, 
To  seen  her  goodly  look  he  gan  to  presse ; 
For  ther-by  to  ben  esed  wel  he  woide. 
And  ay  the  neer  he  was,  the  more  be 

brende ; 

For  ay  the  neer,  the  fir  the  hotter  b :   449 
This,  trowe  I,  knoweth  al  this  compulse. 
But  were  he  fer  or  ner,  I  dar  seye  this,— 
By  night  or  day  for  wisdom  or  folye 
His  herte,  which  that  is  his  brestes  ye, 
Was  ay  on  her,  that  £drer  was  to  sene 
Than  evere  was  Eleyne  or  Polyxene. 

£k  of  the  day  ther  passed  nought  an  home 
That  tohim-self  a  thousand  timeheseyde, 
*  Good  goodly,  whom  to  senren  I  laboure 
As  I  best  can,  now  wolde  God,  Criseyde, 
Ye  woldcn  on  me  rewe,  or  that  I  deyde !  460 
My  derc  herte,  alias,  myn  helc  and  heive 
And  lif  is  lost,  but  ye  wol  on  me  rewe ! 

Allc  olhre  dredes  weren  from  him  fledde 
Both  of  th'  assege  and  his  savacioun, 
N'  in  his  desir  none  othre  souncs  bredde 
But  arguments  to  his  conclusioun. 
That  she  on  him  wolde  han  compassioun. 
And  he  to  ben  her  man,  whil  he  may 

dure  : 
Lo,  here  his  lif,  and  from  the  deth  his 

cure! 


443.  a0^^y9»<^j»(Bocdigioraoiagiorao): 
y  day  by  day. 

457.  That.    We  should  expea  ^M/. 

458.  whom(J)^  an  U  whom;   to  (after  whom\ 
so  D. 

458.  /abourt,  G  A  CI.  and  lahonrt, 
465.  A/x,  so  a  /I  Hi ;  G  y  him. 

465.  sotinfSf  so  H4  R  and  others  ;  J  aixl  odicn 
fofwnes. 

466.  Am,  D  Hi  CI.  this. 
469.  A/V ,  J  and  others  is. 
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470-532 


sharpe  shoures  felle  of  annes  preve  470 
t  Ector  or  bis  othre  brethren  diden, 
made  him  only  ther-for  ones  meve  ; 
I  yit  washe,  wher-somen  wenteorriden, 
nde  oon  the  beste  and  lengest  time 

abiden 
r  peril  was,  and  dide  ek  swich  travaile 
Tmes,  that  to  thenke  it  was  mervaile. 

for  non  hate  he  to  the  Grekes  hadde, 
ilso  for  the  rescous  of  the  toun, 
nade  him  thus  in  armes  for  to  madde, 
only,  lo,  for  this  conclusioun,         480 
liken  her  the  bet  for  his  renoun  : 
day  to  day  in  armes  so  he  spedde 
t  alle  the  Grekes  as  the  deth  him  dredde. 

1  fro  this  forth  tho  refte  him  Love  his 

sleep, 
[  made  his  mete  his  foo ;  and  ek  his  sorwe 
multipl;^e,  that,  who-so  took  keep, 
lewed  in  his  hewe  on  eve  and  niorwe. 
rfore  a  title  he  gan  him  for  to  borwe 
>ther  siknesse,  lest  men  of  him  wende 
t   th'  bote  fir  of   love  so   sore  him 

brende ;  490 

.seydehehaddeafevere,andferdeamis. 
how  it  was,  certeyn,  I  can  not  seye, — 
lat  his  lady  understood  not  this, 
feyned  her  she  n*iste, — oon   of  the 

tweye ! 
wel  rede  I,  that  by  no-  maner  weye 
semed  it  as  that  she  of  him  roughte, 
of  his  peyne,  or  what-so-evere  he 

thoughte. 

thenne  feke  Troilus  swich  wo 
t  he  was  wel  nigh  wood ;  for  ay  his  d  rede 
i  this,  that  she  som  wight  had  loved  so 
t  nevere  of  him  she  wolde  han  taken 
hede.  501 


(.  «r,  R  CL  aiM/(Boc) 

I.  a  fi  alle  the  (H4  oUeY,  G  J  y  the, 

r.  afioM  eve  ;  y  Mke  eve. 

>.  Si  D  M  sore  him  brende;  Ad.  him  for 

/#  ;  rest  him  brende. 

u  afia*  thai  (P  Ha  w) ;  G  v  that. 

\.  thenne  (XlltKA  tkiudMe);  Kd.  han.    Boc. 

unci  sentia  Trnlo  tal  dolore.    All  except  Hj 

Mert  this  before  Troilue. 


For  that,  him  thoughte  he  felte  his  herte 

blede; 
Ne  of  his  wo  ne  durste  he  not  biginne 
To  tellen  her,  for  al  this  world  to  winne. 

But,  whan  he  hadde  a  space  from  his  care, 
Thus  to  him-self  ful  ofte  he  gan  to  pleyne  : 
He  seyde, '  O  fool,  now  artow  in  the  snare, 
That  whilom  japedest  at  Loves  peyne  ! 
Now  artow  hent !     Now  gnaw  thyn  owne 

cheyne ! 
Thou  wereay  wont  echloverto  reprende  5x0 
Of  thing,  fro  which  thou  canst  thee  not 

defende. 

*  What  wol  now  every  lover  seyn  of  thee, 
If  this  be  wist,  but  evere  in  thyn  absence 
Laughen  in  scorn  and  seyn,  "  Lo,  ther 

go'th  he 
That  is  the  man  of  so  gret  sapience 
That  held  us  lovers  leest  in  reverence  ! 
Now,    thanked  God,  he  may  go  in  the 

daunce 
Of  hem  that  Love  list  feblely  t'avaunce ! " 

*  But,  O  thou  wofiil  Troilus,  God  wolde, 
Sith  thou  most  loven  thorugh  thy  destine, 
That  thou  biset  were  on  swich  oon  that 

sholde  521 

Knowe  al  thy  wo,  al  lakked  her  pit^  ! 
But  al-so  cold  in  love  towdrdes  thee 
Thy  lady  is,  as  frost  in  winter  moone ; 
And  thou  for-don,  as  snow  in  fir  is  soone. 

*  God  wolde,  I  were  arived  in  the  port 
Of  deth,  to  which  my  sorwe  wol  me  lede  ! 
A,  Lord,  to  me  it  were  a  gret  confort ! 
Than  were   I  quit   of  languisshinge   in 

drede! 
For,    be  myn   hidde  sorwe   y-blowe  on 

brede,  530 

I  shal  bejaped  ben  a  thousand  time 
More  than  that  fool  of  whosfbl^  men  rime. 

502.  a  A  For  that;  J  G  For  that  cause;  y 
For  which. 

510.  fi  to  reprehende {jrefrende)\  rest  omit  to. 

5x5.  so.  J  D  the. 

SiB. /ebtefy  favaunce;  J  aiKl  othen/ebfy/or 
t'avaunce. 

530.  be  (Boc.) ;  i^,  Cx.  G  Si  CL  Cp. 

533.  that,  Cx.  R  a. 
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*  But  now,  help,   God  !   and   ye,  swete 

for  whom 
I   \AcYnt  y-canght,  ye,  neverc  wight  so 

(aAte, 
'';  mtrrcy,  dere  herte,  and  help  me  from 
'i'he  rleth  !    P'or  I,  whil  thai  my  lif  may 

laxte, 
More  than  my  lif  wol  love  you  to  my  laste. 
And  with  vtm.  frendly  look  gladdeih  me, 

hwete, 
'I  hough   neverc  no   thing   more  ye  me 

l/ihete  !  — 

Thlsc  wordcs,  and  ful  many  another  mo 
lie  sjiak,  and  called  evere  in  his  com- 

pleynte  541 

1  Icr  name,  for  to  tellen  her  his  wo, 
Til  nigh  that  he  in  salte  teres  dreynte. 
A I   was  for  naught  :   she  herde  not  his 

plcynte ; 
And  whan  that  he  l>ethoughte   on   that 

foiye, 
A  thousand  fuld  his  wo  gan  multiplye. 

Hi-wailing  in  his  chambrc  thus  allone, 
A  frend  of  his,  that  called  was  Pandare, 
Com  ones  in  unwar,  and  herde  him  grone, 
And  saw  his  frend  in  swich  distresse  and 
care :  550 

*  Alias  I '  quod  he,  *  who  causeth  al  this 

fare  ? 
O  mercy,  God  I  what  unhap  may  this  menc  ? 
Han  now  thussoneGrekes  maad  you  lene  ? 

*  Or  hastow  som  rcmors  of  conscience, 
And  art  now  falle  in  som  devocioun. 
And  wailest  for  thy  sinne  and  thyn  offence, 
And  hast  for  ferde  caught  attricioun  ? 
God  save  hem  that  bi-seged  han  our  toun, 
That  so  can  leye  our  jolit^  on  presse,   559 
And  bringe  our  lusty  folk  to  holinesse  !  * 


533-  yf%  J  Cp.  ////. 

534-  yf^  J 


533-  .    .  ^     . 

534-  yff  J  Cp.  the. 
537.  fHjf  a/,  P  my  A/(Boc  Che  t'  ama  piii  che 

la  sua  vita  a&sai) ;  H2  my  til/;  H4  corrupt ;  J 
and  others  tHy-self. 

539.  no  thing  tnort^  y  more  things. 

540.  mo,  so  a  ;  others  tvio). 

546.  thousand,  H Ah umf red (Boc  in  centoV 
559.   That  so.  Ha  CI.  Hi  And  so, 
559.  onprtsse,  a  in  presse. 


beiortlie 
That  with  svidi  dims  ^  mig^ 


alk 
hii 


raka 
i^ske 


And  vith  an  anger  ilon  bis 

As  for  the  time,  and  hb  oonge 

Hut  wel  wiste  be,  as  fer  as 

Ther  n'as  a  man  of  grettcr 

Than  be,  ne  more  desired  worthinesBe. 

'What    cas,'  quod    Troihis,    *or  «hi 

aventure 
llath  guided  tbee  to  see  my  langoissfaing 
That  am  refus  of  every  creature  ?  57 
But  for  the  love  of  God,  at  my  preyxnge 
()0  henne  away,  for  certes  my  dcyin^ 
Wol  thee  disese,  and  I  mot  nedcs  deje : 
Ther  for  go  wey,  there  n'is  no  nxire  to  sne! 

*  But  if  thou  wene  I  be  thus  sik  for  drede, 
It  is  not  so ;  and  therfor  scorn  me  vaaJA. 
Ther  is  another  thing  I  take  of  hede 
Wei  more  than  aught   that  Grekes  hao 

)'it  wrought. 
Which  cause  is  of  my  deth  for  sorwe  and 

thought. 
Hut  though  that  I  now  telle  it  theene  IcstCi 
Be  thou  naught  WTOth  :  I  hide  it  for  tk 

beste.*  ^ 

This  Pandar  that  nigh  malt  for  wo  mi 

routhe 
Ful  oftc  seyde,  *  Alias  I  w  hat  may  this  be? 
Now  frend,*  quod  he,  'if  cverc  love  91 

trouthe 
Hath  been,  or  is,  betwixen  thee  and  mc 
Ne  do  thou  nevere  swich  a  cnielt^ 
To  hide  fro  thy  frend  so  gret  a  care ! 
Wostow  not  wel  that  it  am«I,  Pandare? 

*  I  wold6  parten  with  thee  al  thy  pcj^ 
If  it  be  so  I  do  thee  no  comfort,  vfi 
As  it  is  frendes  right,  soth  for  to  seyne, 
To  entreparten  wo,  as  glad  desport 

563.  his  sonve/alUt  R  S  y  his  «#  toJkUe. 
566.  a  moHf  J  no  man. 

569.  my  languisskingtf  J  and  ocbefs  me  le»- 
guiuhing. 

576.  scorn  me  ^noughtj  J  and  others  scorw) 


nought, 
s8«. 


58s.  or  is,  J  and  odiers  or  this, 
589.  wokUt  so  D  Ss  Dg.;  rest  fraV,  wftA  «^> 
weU. 
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I  have,  and  aha),  r»i  Ucwc  or  falsTcpnrl. 
In  wrong  and  righl,  y-loved  ihee  al  my 

live; 
Hyd  no!  Ihy  wo  fro  me.  liul  Id  il  Mivt." 

Than  ^n  ihis  sorwful  Troiliis  to  sikc, 
And  «)'iJe  him  Ihus :  'God  leve  il  be 

T"  Telle  il  Ihee,  for  silh  it  may  ihce  like 

Jftiwat  1  telle  il, though mynhcrlibrcslc: 

id  wel  wot  I,  than  mayst  do  me  no  rcste, 

II  leil  Ihcni  deme  1  trusts  nol  to  Ihee, 

W  herknc,  trend,  for  thus  it  stani  with 


L  Lore,  sfdns  the  whiche  who-su  de- 
fendeth 

1SI,  him  altherlcsl  aratlelli. 
r  so  sorwfuUy  ni'  oHcndelh, 
\  Etidghl  unto  the  dcih  niyn  heiiv 
f     niletb : 

w\a  ^sa  so  lirenaingly  ni'  assailctli, 
Ktobctlayn  il  wetcagieiterjoye  eoa 
"'  inking  of  Grcci  bell  and  Troye! 

h  this,  my  full*  frcnd  Paiidilre, 

I  have  teyd,  for  now  wostow  my  wo. 

Kibr  the  love  of  God,  my  colde  care 

bd  il  wel !     t  tolde  it  neveri  iv  mo, 

I  bamca  miifhleo   folwen,   mo   llian 

rcwiu. — Bulbclhouinglailn^sse, 
e  itcivc,  nnknowe,  of  my  Ucs- 


H  ihon  thus  nnkindely  nnd  long 
f  this   fro    me?    thou    fool!'    qum 
Putdanis. 
unto  ihou  nuysl  after  Kwidi  uui 

n  Kiyt  knon  nuy  heljien  us.'  «j 
90  a  wonder  thing  I '  qiiud  Troilui 


'•J" 


iU£m. 


9rm  L  tij^  intien  l>  tiu  rmr  It  dnwO 


■  lliou  coudesl  nevere  in  love  thy-selver 
iltpu'  dcvel  maysl  Ihou  Ihan  bringc  ww  Ic 

•  Ve.  Troilu*.  now  herkiie,'  quod  I'andiic, 

•  'Ihough  1  be  nice  !  It  hnppclh  often  sc 
That  oon  thai  exces  doth  liil  y%-e1e  fare, 
liygoud  coiinseil  can  kept  his  frcnd  iherEco. 
I  have  myselren  scyn  a  blind  man  ^,  _ 
Thcr-as  he  fel  ihal  coude  loken  wySa^ 
A  fool  may  eek  a  wis-man  oAt  gydetflB 

'  \  wheslon  is  no  kerving  inslrumenb^ 
Hut  yil  il  makelh  sharpt  kerving  toles; 
And   Iher  Ihou  wost   that  I  have  aiighl 

E-fcheu'c  thou  that,   for  suidi  lliing  tn 
Ihee  scale  it  ~ 

Tlius  often  wise  men  ben  war  \t 
If  thou  so  do,  ihy  w 
by  liis  conlrSrie  is  every  thing  di 


larliyfoh^ 
;l  bcw*T«l9 

ing  declanV 


'  Fill   liow  luighle 
l«n  knt 


»ji 


I'o  him  that  neveie  lasted  bittrmesse  ? 
Ncnoman  wot  what  gladnesseis,  Ilruwe, 
That  nevere  was  insorweorsomdesireuc^ 
Eek  whytbybbk,  by  shame  ckis-orllunesse, 
Eeh  set  by  othei  more  kn  other  semelh  : 
Asmcn  may  see,  and  so  ihe  wise  il  demelh. 


'  Siih  thus  of  Iwo  conlrarics  is  o  lore. 
And  thai  I  have  in  love  so  ofte  assayed 
Grevnanixs,m'oughljconnenwe1  ihemorc 
Counseilen  thee  of  that  thou  art  ainayed  \ 
And  ek  thee  n'oughtenoi  bcnyvele  apaycd 
Though  I  desire  with  thee  for  lo  bere  e^ 
Thyn  hcvy  charge  :  il  shal  Ihee  lesse  deie. 

Si  Atnt  IMat  1  R  mi  tiam  ;  j  and  mi  om.  Ittit ; 
GttfUeAlmiltHl. 


I  ^( ;  n 
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*  I  wot  wel  that  it  fareth  thus  by  me, 
.\s  to  thy  brother  Paris  an  herdesse, 
Which  that  y-cleped  was  Oenone, 
Wrot  in  a  complej-nt  of  her  hev}-nesse  : 
Ve  saw  the  leltre  that  she  wrot,  I  gesse  ?* 

*  Nay,  nevere  yit,  y-wis,*  quod  Troilus. 
'Now,'   quod    Pandarc,     'herkneth,    it 

was  thus. —  658 

*  •*  Phebus,  that  first  fond  art  of  medicine," 
(^uod  she, ' '  and  coude  in  every  wightes  care 
Rem^ie  and  reed  by  herbC-s  he  knew  fine, 
Vit  to  himself  his  conning  was  ful  bare ; 
For  Love  hadde  him  so  bounden  in  a  snare, 
Al  for  the  doughter  of  the  King  Amete, 
That  al  his  craft  ne  coude  his  sorwes  bete. " 

*  Right  so  fare  I,  unhappily  for  me  : 

I  love  oon  best,  and  that  me  smerteth  sore ; 
And  yet  paraunter  can  I  reden  thee,    668 
And  not  myself :  repreve  me  no  more  ! 
I  have  no  cause,  I  wot  wel,  fur  to  sore 
As  doth  a  hauk  that  lislelh  for  to  pleye  ; 
But  to  thyn  help  y\\.  somwhat  can  I  scye. 

*  And  of  o<j  thing  right  siker  maystow  be. 
That  ccrtein,  for  to  dyen  in  the  peyne, 
That  I  shal  nevere  mo  discoveren  thee  ; 
Ne,  by  my  trouthe,  I  kepe  not  restreyne 
Thee  fro  thy  love,  though  that  it  were 

Eleync 
That  is  thy  brother  wyf,  if  ich  it  wiste  : 
Be  what  she  be,  and  love  her  as  thee  liste  ! 

*  Thcrforc,  as  frend,  fulliche  in  me  assure. 
And  tel  me  plat  now  what  is  th'  enchesoun 
And  final  cause  of  wo  that  ye  endure  ;    689 
For  doutclh  no  thing,  myn  entencioun 
N'  is  not  to  you  of  rcprehencioun 

To  sj>cke  as  now,  for  no  wight  may  bireve 
A  man  to  love,  til  that  him  list  to  leve. 

'  And  witeth  wcl,  that    bothe  two  ben 

vices, — 

6s4.  Oenone,  sec  Ovid,  Heroid.  v. 

C5t!.  .V^.'f,  P  Ho  CI.  ^'o. 

661.  A/,  y  she. 

681.  Aiui  tel  me  plat  rune,  P  Hj  G  y  om. 

(Al.  G  CI.  thyn  eMchfiouM. 
683.  Jimal,  (»  J  Hj  y/tnaKJTjijf. 


I  Mistmsten  alle,  or  elles  alle  lere ; 
But  wel  I  wot  the  meoe  of  it  no  Tke  is» 
For  for  to  tristen  som  w^|ht  is  a  pcere  699 
Of  trouthe,  and  fiar-thy  wolde  I  fiijn  re- 

meve 
Thy  wronge  conceyt,  and  do  thee  son 

wight  triste 
Thy  wo  to  telle ;  and  tel  me,  if  ihee  liste. 

'  The  wise  seyth,  **Wo  him  that  isaUone, 
For,  and  he  fidle,  he  hath  nonhelp  to  rise"; 
And  sith  thou  hast  a  felaw,  tel  thy  mone; 
For  this  n'  is  not,  cert^yn,  the  nezte  wise 
To  winnen  love,  as  techen  us  the  wise,— 
To  walwe  and  wepe  as  Niobe  the  queue, 
\Vhos  teres  )'it  in  marbel  ben  y-sene.  jn 


'  Lat  he  thy  weping  and  thy 
And  lat  us  lissen  wo  with  other  speche, 
So  may  thy  woful  time  seme  lesse. 
Delyte  not  in  wo  thy  wo  to  seche. 
As  don  thlse  fooles  that  hir  sorwes  ecbe 
With  sorwc,  whan  they  have  misiventuei 
And  liste  not  to  seche  hem  other  cuie. 

*  Men  se}ii,  '*  To  wrecche  is  consolsdom 
To  have  another  felaw  m  his  peyne.  "* 
That  oughte  wel  ben  our  opinioim,      v» 
For,  bothe  thou  and  I,  of  Love  we  pleyne ! 
So  fill  of  sorwe  am  I,  soth  for  to  seyne, 
That  certe}*nly  no  more  harde  grace 
May  sittc  on  me,  for- why  ther  is  no  space! 

'  If  God  wile,  thou  art  not  agast  of  me. 
Lest  I  wolde  of  thy  lady  thee  bigile  ! 
Thou  wost  thy-self  whom  that  I  love,  pard^ 
As  I  best  can,  gon  sithen  longe  while. 
And  sith  thou  wost  I  do  it  for  no  wile,  719 
And  sejrst  I  am  he  that  thou  trustest  most, 
Tel  me  somwhat,  sin  al  my  wo  thou  wosL' 

Wx  Troilus  for  al  this  no  word  se}'de. 
But  longe  he  lay  as  stille  as  he  dcd  were ; 
And  after  this  with  siking  he  abreyde. 
And  to  Panddres  vois  he  lente  his  ere, 

690.  For  for  to,  so  H4  j  G  Hi ;  rest  F^r  U. 

7x9.  wiUt  so  A  Y ;  J  aiul  others  ^'ilr. 

790.  seystf  y  sit¥,en^ 

795.  Pandam.  so  P  H9  G  R  ;  rest  Pmmdana. 

735.  Unte,  P  Hs  G  henU;  H4  ImUe. 
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726-793 


And  up  his  yen  caste  he,  that  in  fere 
Was  Pandarus,  lest  that  in  frenesye 
He  sholde  &lle,  or  elles  soone  dye  ; 

And  cri'de  *  A-wak '  ful  wonderliche  and 

sharpe  ; 
'  What !  slombrestow  as  in  a  litarg^e?  790 
Or  artow  lyk  an  asse  to  an  harpe, 
That  hereth  soun,  whan  men  the  strenges 

plye. 
But  in  his  minde  of  that  no  melod^e 
May  sinken,  him  to  gladden,  for  that  he 
So  dul  is  of  his  bestiality  ? ' 

^nd  with  that  Pandar  of  his  wordes  stcnte ; 
.And  Troilus  yit  him  no  word  answerde, 
I^or-why  to  tellen  was  not  his  entente  738 
To  nevere  no  man ,  for  whom  that  he  so  ferde. 
for  it  is  seyd,  men  maketh  ofle  a  yerde 
With  which  the  maker  is  himself  y-beten 
In  sundry  maner,  as  thise  wise  treten. 

.And  nameliche  in  his  couns^il  telHnge  : 
lliat  toucheth  love,  that  oughte  ben  secr^, 
for  of  himself  it  wol  ynough  out-springe, 
Sut-if  that  it  the  bet  governed  be  ; 
£ek  somtimc  it  b  craft  to  seme  flee 
IFor  thing  which  in  effect  men  huntefaste.  — 
Al  this  gan  Troilus  in  his  herte  caste.  749 

^ut  natheles  whan  he  had  herd  him  crye 

*  Awak  t '  he  gan  to  sike  wonder  sore, 
And  seyde,  'Frend,  though  thatlstille  lye, 
I  am  not  deef.    Now  pees,  and  cry  no  more, 
T"or  I  have  herd  thy  wordes  and  thy  lore ; 
But  sufte  me  my  mischief  to  biwailen. 
For  thy  prov^rb^  may  me  naught  availen ! 

*  Nor  other  cure  canst  thou  non  for  me  : 
Eek  I  n*il  not  be  cured  :  I  wol  deye  ! 
What  knowe  I  of  the  qucnc  Niobe  ! 
Lat  be   thine  olde  ensaumples,  I  thee 

preye  !  *  760 

737.  MSS.  vary — some  word  for  thif^^* 

7jg.  MSS.  vary.   H4  R  Cx.  Nevert  to  no  tnan^ 

Jot  whom  he  so/erde  ;  «^Tono  maH,/or-why  that 

he  so  ferde  (read  nevtre  for  no  f% 

747.  it  tscra/t,  so  a  Cx.  H% ;  rest  it  is  a  craft. 

748.  For  tktHft  y  Fro  ikn^^.   (See  ii.  194,  868.) 

749.  in  his  herie,  H4  H^  omit  his, 
753.  «Mr,  J  G  nam. 

757.  iWr,  J  and  others  For. 


*  No !  *  quod  tho  Pandarus,  *  Therfore  I  seye, 
Swich  is  delit  of  foles  to  biwepe 

Hir  wo,  but  seken  bote  they  ne  kepe  ! 

'  Now  knowe  I,  that  ther  reson  in  thee 

failcth  ! 
But  tel  me,  if  I  wiste  what  she  were 
For  whom  that  theeal  thismisaunteraileth, 
Dorstestow  that  I  tolde  her  in  her  ere 
Thy  wo,  sith  thou  darst  not  thyself  for  fere, 
And  her  besoughte  on  thee  to  han  som 

routhe  ?  * — 

*  Why,  nay  !  *  quod  he,  *  by  God  and  by 

my  trouthe  !  *  770 

*  What  !  not  as  bisily,*  quod  Pandarus, 

*  As  though  mynownelyf  lay  on  this  nede?* 

*  No,  certes,  brother  !  *  quod  this  Troilus. 

*  And  why  ?  * — *  For  that  thou  sholdest 

nevere  spede.' — 

*  Wost  thou  that  wel  ?  * — *  Ye,  that  is  out 

of  drede  !  * 
Quod  Troilus.  *  For  al  that  evere  ye  connc. 
She  nHl  to  no  swich  wrecche  as  I  ben  wonne ! ' 

Quod  Pandarus,  'Alias !  what  may  this  be. 
That  thou  despeyred  art  thus  causeles  ? 
What !  liveth  not  thy  lady,  bendist^ !     780 
How  wostow  so  that  thou  art  graceles  ? 
Swich  yvel  is  not  alwey  booteles. 
Why,  put  not  impossible  thus  thy  cure, 
Sith  thing  to  come  is  ofte  in  ^venture. 

*  I  graunte  wel  that  thou  endurest  wo 
As  sharp  as  doth  he,  Ticius,  in  hclle, 
Whos  stomak  foules  tiren  evere  mo 
That  highten  voltoures,  as  bookes  telle  ; 
But  I  may  not  endure  that  thou  dwelle 
In  so  unskilful  an  opinioun  790 
That  of  thy  wo  is  no  curacioun. 

*  But  ones  n'iltow,  for  thy  coward  herte 
And  for  thyn  ire  and  folissh  wilfulnesse, 

761.  thOf  all  omit  except  H4S  v*. 

764.  ther  reson,  so  H4  G  K  J  Cp.  Ui ;  rest 
omit  ther. 

767.  Dorstestow,  so  G  R  CI.  Hi ;  rest  dorst  thou. 

767.  tolde  her,  so  H4  G  H5  H3 '.  P  Ho  R  Cx. 
toideit;  rest  tolde  iC\.  telle), 

773.  NOf  certeSf  brother,  a  Why^  no^^rdi,  sir. 

780.  btndisti,  so  J  Cp.  Hi ;  others  benediciti. 

786.  Ticius,  Tityus.  Ovid,  Met.  iv.  456 ; 
Boethius  iii.  met.  13. 


2  G 


449 


794~^i 


TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE 


For  wantnist,  tellen  of  thy  sorwes  smerte, 
Ne  to  thyn  owne  help  do  bisinesse 
As  muche  as  speke  a  reson  more  or  lesse, 
But  Ii*st  as  he  that  list  of  no  thing  recche ! 
What  woman  coude  love  swich  a  wrecche? 

*  WTiat  may  she  dcmen  other  of  thy  deth, 
If  thou  thus  dye,  and  she  n^ot  why  it  is. 
But  that  for  fere  is  yolden  up  thy  breth, 
P'or  Grekes  han  biseged  us,  y-wis  ?      803 
Lord,  which  a  thonk  than  shaltow  han 

of  this! 
Thus  wol  she  seyn,  and  al  the  toun  at  ones, 
**  The  wrecche  is  ded,  the  devil  have  his 

bones ! " 

*  Thou  mayst  allone  here  wepe  and  crye 

and  knele ; 
But  love  a  woman  that  she  wot  it  nought, 
And  she  wol  quite  it  that  thou  shalt  not 

fele, — 
Unknowe,    unkist,    and    lost,    that    is 

unsought. 
What !  many  a  man  hath  love  ful  dere 

y-bought,  810 

Ye,  twenty  winter,  that  his  lady  wiste, 
That  ncvere  yit  his  lady  mouth  he  kiste  ! 

*  What !  sholde  he  therfor  fallen  in  despair, 
Or  be  recreant  for  his  owne  tene, 

Or  slen  himself,  al  be  his  lady  fair  ? 
Nay,  nay  !    but  evere  in  oon  be  fressh 

and  grene 
To  serve  and  love  his  dere  hertes  quene. 
And  thenke  it  is  a  guerdon,  her  to  serve, 
A  thousand  fold  more  than  he  can  deserve !' 

And  of  that  word  took  hede  Troilus,  Sao 
And  thoughte  anon  what  foly  he  was  inne. 
And  how  that  soth  him  seyde  Pandarus, 
That  for  to  slen  himself  mighte  he  not  winne, 
But  bothe  don  unmanhod  and  a  sinne. 
And  of  his  deth  his  lady  naught  to  wite  ; 
For  of  his  w^o,  God  wot,  she  knew  fill  lite. 

794.  For^  a  And, 

796.  tf>€ke  a  rtson^  a  sptke  o  word  {ye), 

803.   than^  J  and  others  omit. 

808.  f/,  y  omits. 

^V,  M>  S ;  H4  Ya:  rest  omit;  P  Ad.  <^ 
Cx.  nt  tuitte;  G  not  wiste, 
dt  y  omits. 


And  with  that  thought  he  gui  fbl  soit  sike, 
And  seyde, '  Alias !  what  is  me  best  to  do?' 
TowhomPandiremnswerde,  ^Yif  theelike. 
The  beste  is  that  thou  telle  me  thy  vo ; 
And  have  my  tiouthe,  but  thou  finde  it  so 
I  be  thy  bote  or  that  it  be  fbl  louge,  tj: 
To  peces  do  me  drawe,  and  sithen  hooge!' 

*  Ye,  so  seystow  !  *    quod    Trotlns  tbo, 

'Alias! 
But,  God  wot,  it  is  naught  the  lather  so! 
Ful  hard  were  it  to  helpen  in  this  cas ; 
For  wel  finde  I  that  Fortune  is  my  ib, 
Ne  alle  the  men  that  riden  conne  or  go 
May  of  her  cruel  wheel  the  harm  witb- 

stonde ; 
For  as  her  list,  she  pley'th  with  free  and 

bonde.'  1*1 

Quod  Pandarus,  *  Than  blamestow  Foftiiie 
For  thou  art  wroth  :  ye,  now  at  erst  I  see! 
Wostow  not  wel  that  Fortune  is  commune 
To  every  maner  wight  in  som  degree? 
And  yit  thou  hast  this  confort,  lo,  parde! 
That  as  her  joyes  moten  overgoo. 
So  mote  her  sorwes  passen  everychoo. 

'  For  if  her  wheel  stinte  any  thing  to  tofiKi 
Than  cessed  she  Fortune  anon  to  be. 
Now,  sith  her  wheel  by  no  way  may  sqjome, 
What  wostow,  if  her  mutabilite  ij' 

Right  as  thy-selven  list  wol  don  by  tbee, 
Or  that  she  be  not  fer  fro  thyn  hdpuge? 
Paraunter  thou  hast  cause  for  to  singe ! 

'And     therfor    wostow    what    I   tke 

beseche? 
Lat  be  thy  wo  and  toming  to  the  groonde; 
For  who-so  list  have  heling  of  h^  ledie, 
To  him  bihoveth  first  unwrye  his  wooodfr 
To  Cerberus  in  helle  ay  be  I  bounde, 
Al  were  it  for  my  suster  al  thy  sorwe,  l^ 
By  my  wil  she  sholde  be  thyn  to-monre! 

830.  iky  zDo,  so  a^  J  G  Hi  A;  y  and  ofhen d 
thy  wo. 

831.  findt  itf  y  it/inde. 
834.  seystowy  y  thou  uysi. 

857.  fuHng,  G  J  CI.  helping, 

858.  unwrye f  }y  unwre, 

860.  ^/(?),  all  omit  first  Al;  P  Hi  conupL 

861.  shoide  be  thyn,  P  tnicrts  mi  before  tkj*\ 
Jo.  Y  inserts  a/  before  Ar. 
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'  Look  up,  I  seye,  and  tel  me  what  she  is 
Anon,  that  I  may  gon  aboute  thy  nede. 
Knowe  ich  her  aught  ?    For  my  love,  tel 

me  this ! 
Than  wolde  I  hopen  rather  for  to  spede.' 
The  gan  the  ve)me  of  Troilus  to  blede, 
For  he  was  hit,  and  wex  al  red  for  shame. 
*  A  ha  !  *  quod  Pandar,  *  here  biginneth 


game 


f » 


And  with  that  word  began  him  for  to  shake, 
And  seyde,  '  Thef,  thou  shalt  her  name 

telle  !  *  870 

But  tho  gan  sely  Troilus  for  to  quake 
As  though  men  sholde  ban  led  him  into 

belle, 
And  seyde,  'Alias !  of  al  my  wo  the  welle. 
Than  is  my  swete  fo  called  Criseyde  !  * 
And  wel  nigh  with  the  word  for  fere  he 

deyde. 

And  whan  that  Pandar  herde  her  name 

nevene. 
Lord  !  he  was  glad,  and  seyde,  '  Frend 

so  dere,  877 

Now&re  aright !  for  Joves  name  in  bevene, 
Love  hath  bi-set  thee  wel !  Beof  goodchere ! 
For  of  good  name,  wisdom,  and  manure 
She  hath  y-nough,  and  ek  of  gentilesse. 
If  she  be  &ir,  thou  wost  thyself,  I  gesse  ! 

'  N'  I  ncvere  saw  a  more  bountevous 
Of  her  estat,  n'  a  gladder,  ne  of  speche 
A  frendlier,  n'  a  more  gracious 
For  to  do  wel,  ne  lasse  had  nede  to  seche 
What  for  to  don  ;  and  al  this  bet  to  eche 
In  honour  to  as  fer  as  she  may  strecche, 
A  kinges  herte  sem'th  by  heres  a  wrecche. 

*  And  for-thy  look  of  good  confort  thou  be ; 
For  certeinly,  the  firste  point  is  this     89X 

86^  raihtr,  P  Hs  Hs  G.  Hi  itu  raihet{e). 

875.  the  wardt  H4  R  Cx.  Hi  thai  word. 

880.  name,  wiul4mt,  R  y   insert    and  before 

883.  if  Inevert  saw,  so  P  Hs  Jo.  Hi ;  H«  R 
Cx.  D  Ne  nevere  saw  /;  G  Hs  Cpb  CL  Ne 
nevere  saw, 

884.  IK*  a,  CI.  M^  a;  Cp.  na;  G  ntm;  rest  ne. 
890-896.  All  MSS.  except  P  Hs  H4  (and  Jo.  in 

later  hand  on  margin)  omit  this  stanza ;  Cx.  omits 
it,  but  Th.  has  it. 


Of  noble  corage  and  wel  ordeyn^, — 
A  man  to  have  pes  with  himself,  ywis. 
So  oughtest  thou ;  for  nought  but  good  it  is 
To  loven  wel  and  in  a  worthy  place  : 
Thee  oughte  not  to  clepe  it  hap,  but  grace. 

*  And  also  thenk,and  therwithgladde  thee, 
That  sith  thy  lady  vertuous  is  al. 

So  folweth  it  that  ther  is  som  pit6 
Amonges  alle  thise  othre  in  general :   900 
And  for-thy  see  that  thou  in  special 
Requere  naught  that  is  ayein  her  name. 
For  vertu  streccheth  not  himself  to  shame. 

*  But  wel  is  me  that  evere  I  was  born, 
That  thou  biset  art  in  so  good  a  place  ; 
For  by  my  trouthe,  in  love  I  dorste  ban 

sworn 
Thee  sholde  nevere  ban  tid  thus  fair  a  grace. 
And  wostow  why  ?     For  thou  were  wont 

to  chace 
At  Love  in  scorn,  and  for  despit  him  calle 
**  Seint  Idiot,  lord  of  thise  fooles  alle. "  910 

'  How  often  hastow  maad  thy  nice  japes, 
And  seyd,  that  **  Loves  servants  every- 

chone 
Of  nicete  ben  verray  Goddes  apes ; 
And  some  wolde  monche  hir  mete  allone 
Ligging  a-bedde  and  make  hem  for  to  grone ; 
And  som,"  thou  seydest,  **  had  a  blanche 

fevere. 
And  preydestGod  he  sholde  nevere  kevere. 

'"And  some  of  hem  toke  on  hem  for 

the  cold 
More  than  y-nough,*' so  seydestow  ful  ofte ; 
*'And  some  ban  feyned  ofte  time  and 

told  920 

How  that  they  waken  whan  they  slepen 

softe ; 

893.  and  wel  ordeyni^  so  PHs ;  J  Th.  and  wel 
ordeyne  the ;  Ha  tkiu  ordeyne  the. 

893.  A  man,  J  H4  omit. 

896.  Thee,  3  U4  Men. 

904.  that  evere  I  was  bom,  R  that  evere  was 
/;  G  S  Ad.  Cp.  Hi  that  evere  thai  I  was  horn. 

907.  nevere  han  tid,  G  Hg  J  nevere  in  love 
han  tid. 

fj/orj.  thus  fair,  a  R  Cx.  D  CI.  so /air, 

911.  monche,  so  a ;  rest  muche,  mucche, 
mnchche,  mecke. 
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And  thus  they  wolde  han  brought  hemself 

a-lofte, 
But  natheles  were  under  at  the  laste  ! " 
Thus  se}'destow,  and  japedest  ful  ^iste. 

*  Yit  seydestow  that  **  for  the  more  pari, 
These  lovers  wolde  speke  in  general. 
And  thoughtcn  that  it  was  a  siker  art 
For  failing  for  t'  assayen  over-al  ! " 
Now  may  I  jape  of  thee,  if  that  I  shal ! 
But  natheles,  though  that  I  sholde  deye,  9^0 
That  thou  art  non  of  tho,  I  dorste  seye. 

*  Now  beet  thy  brest,  and  sey  to  God  of 

Love, 
**  Thy  grace,  Lord !  for  now  I  me  repcnte 
If  I  mis-spak,  for  now  myself  I  love." 
Thus  sey  with  al  thyn  herte  in  good  en- 
tente !  * 
Quod  Troilus,  *  A,  Lord  !  I  me  conscnte, 
And  preye  to  thee  my  japes  thou  forgive, 
And  I  shal  neveremore  whil  I  live.* 

*Thou  scyst  wel,*  quod  Pandarc,   *and 

now  I  hope 
That  thou  the  Goddes  wraththe  hast  al 

ai^esed ;  940 

And  sithen  thou  hast  wopenmany  a  drope, 
And  seyd  such  thing  wherwith  thy  god 

is  plesed, 
Now  wolde  nevere  God  but  thou  wcrcesed ! 
And  thenk  wel,  she  of  whomrist  al  thy  wo, 
Her-after  may  thy  confort  ben  also. 

*  For  ih'ilkc  grounde  that  bcr'th  the  wcdes 

wikke 
Ber'lh  cek  these  holsom  herbes  as  ful  ofte ; 
And  next  the  foule  nellc,  rough  and  thikke. 
The  rose  waxeth  swetc,  smolhe,  and  softe ; 
And  next  the  valcy  is  the  hil  o-loftc ;  950 
And   next  the  derke  night,  the  gladde 

morwc  ; 
And  also  joye  is  next  the  fyn  of  sorwe. 


92^.  japedest,  P I l^Cx. M.ym^dist{imprd€sf). 
920.  loi'ers,  P  W^faitours. 

938.  -j.'hil  I  live,  a?  ivhil  thai  I  live. 

939.  Pandiirc^  so  a  R  Cx.  D ;  rest  Pandarus. 

947.  ai/ulo/tt\  P  Ho  AM</(f<>raj);  Cx.  omit  tu. 

948.  A  ml  ntxt^  so  S  ;  rest  omit  And. 

049.   The  rose  xveLxeth  nvete,  a  The  lilie  loexith 
whitie):  J  D  y  insert  rtWr/b*forc  S'rothe. 


*  Now  lookc  that  a-tempre  be  thy  bcidd, 
And  for  the  beste  ay  suffre  to  the  tide, 
Or  elles  al  our  labour  is  on  ydd : 

He  hasteth  wel  that  wisly  can  abide. 
Be  diligent,  and  trewe,  and  ay  wd  hxk : 
Be  lusty,  free,  persevere  in  thy  serrfse, 
And  al  is  wel,  if  thou  werke  in  this  wise. 

*  But  he  that  parted  is  in  evexy  pbce  ^ 
Is  nowher  hool,  as  writen  clerkes  wise. 
\Vhat  wonder  is,  though  swich  oon  htvt 

no  grace? 
E^k  wostow  how  ?    It  far'th  of  som  serroe, 
As  plante  a  tree,  or  herbe,  in  sondiy  wiK, 
And  on  the  morwe  pulle  it  up  as  biitt ! 
No  wonder  is,  though  it  may  neverelhrive- 

*  And  sith  that  God  of  Love  hath  thee 

bestowed 
In  place  digne  un-to  thy  worthinesse, 
Stond   faste,   for   to  good    port  bastov 

rowed  ! 
And  of  thy-self  for  any  hevinesse        9r> 
Hope  alwey  wel ;  for,  bat-if  drerinesse 
Or  over-haste  our  bothe  labour  shende, 
I  hope  of  this  to  maken  a  good  ende. 

*  <<\nd  wostow  why  ?  I  am  the  lesse  a-fered 
Of  this  mature  with  my  nece  trete. 
For  this  have  I  herd  seyd  of  oWe  Icred : 
Was  nevere  man  nor  woman  yit  b^ete 
That  was  unapt  to  sufire  loves  hete — 
Celestial,  or  elles  love  of  kinde. 
For-thysomgracelhopeinhertofinde.  ySo 

*  And  for  to  speke  of  her  in  spedal, 
Her  beaute  to  bithenken  and  her  youthe. 
It  sit  her  naught  to  be  celestial 

As  yit,  though  that  her  Uste  bothe  and 

couthe : 
But  trewely  it  sate  her  wel  right  noutbe 
A  worthy  knight  to  loven  and  cherice ; 
And,  but  she  do,  I  holde  it  for  a  vice ! 

953.  JViw  liHfke  that,  Hj  LacJk  tkmi  tktm;  Pk. 
Look  thcu  thai ;  G  lur/  (for  bey 

960.  parted,  y  departed. 

963,  96$.  li^fiat  wonder  is,  No  womder  is,  G 
ist  (for  is). 

972.  dothe,  Ua  botJUres;  D  boUktr;  G  MJetkii. 

976.  ofolde  leredj  to  ol  R :  Cx.  oft^Urd\ 
H^amd/ered;  Gc/ieryd;  mtoftnuutrJ. 

984.  thcu^h  that,  }jH/tkat ;  Keu  thai;  G  tkoi. 


452 


>K  I 


TROILUS  AND  C RISE  YD E 


988- 1052 


^erfore  I  am,  and  wol  be,  ay  redy 
peyne  me  to  do  you  this  servlse  ; 
r  bothe  you  to  plese,  this  hope  I,    990 
rafterward  ;  for  ye  be  bothe  wise, 
d  conne  it  counseil  kepe  in  swich  a  wise 
at  no  man  shal  the  wiser  of  it  be  ; 
d  so  we  may  be  gladed  alle  three. 

nd,  by  my  trouthe,  I  have  right  now 

of  thee 
rood  conceit  in  my  wit,  as  I  gesse  ! 
d  what  it  is,  I  wil  now  that  thou  see. — 
lenke,  sith  that  Love  of  his  goodn^sse 
th  thee  converted  out  of  wikkednesse, 
It  thou  shalt  be  the  beste  post,  I  leve,  xooo 
al  his  lay,  and  most  his  foos  ay  greve. 

nsample  why,  see  now   these  grete 

clerkes, 
it  erren  aldermost  ayein  a  lawe, 
i  ben  converted  from  hirwikked  werkes 
srugh  grace  of  God  that  list  hem  to 

him  drawe, — 
m  am  they  folk  that  han  most  God  in 

awe, 
i  strengest  feithed  ben,  I  understonde, 
i  conne   an  errour  alderbest    with- 

stonde.* 

lan  Troilus  had  herd  Panddre,  assented 
ben  his  helpein  loving  of  Criseyde,  xoio 
X  off  his  wo,  as  who  seith,   untor- 

mented ; 
hotter  wex  his  love ;  and  than  heseyde 
th   sobre   chere,   although   his   herte 

pleyde : — 
ow  blis^l  Venus  help,  or  that  I  sterve, 
thee,    Pandire,    I   may  som   thank 

deserve ! 

it,  dere  frend,  how  shal  my  wo  be  lesse 
this  be  don  ?  And  good,  ek  tel  me  this, 

«.   lyiUr/brty  P  Hj  G  H.  Cx.  Thctfore. 

18.  he  ay  redy^  G  Hj  Cx.  be  alredy  ;  P  ctiwty 

edy  ;  H%  iU  day  bt  redy . 

10.  this,  so  P  Hs  G  J  R  Hj  D ;  rest  thus. 

IX  conne  it,  J  konru  a. 

15.  And,  J  Now;  CI.  For. 

01.  foot  aygrev€,  so  R  J  S  :  a'  G  H3  Cx.  D 

{/(nSt/cot)  ereve ;  y  (except  Ty)/ocs  to  grtvt. 

03.  irren,  P  Hj  G  Cx.  are  {am). 

•17.  And  good,  ek  tel,  P  Hs  And  eek  now  tel. 


How  wiltow  seyn  of  me  and  my  destresse? 
Lest  she  be  wroth,  this  drede  I  most  y-wis, 
Or  n'il  not  here  or  trowen  how  it  is.  loao 
Al  this  drede  I ;  and  ek  for  the  manure 
Of  thee,  her  eem,  she  n'il  no  swich  thing 
here.* 

Quod  Pandarus,  *  Thou  hast  a  ful  gret  care 
Lest  that  the  cherl  may  falle  out  of  the 

mone  ! 
Why,  Lord  !  I  hate  of  thee  thy  nice  fare  ! 
Why,  entremete  of  that  thou  hast  to  done ! 
For  Goddes  love,  I  bidde  thee  a  bone  : 
So  lat  m' alone,  and  it  shal  be  thy  beste !  * — 
*Why,  frend,*  quod  he,  *now  do  right 

as  thee  Icste  !  1039 

*  But  herke,  Pandar,  00  word ;  for  I  n'olde 
That  thou  in  me  wendest  so  gret  folye. 
That  to  my  lady  I  desiren  sholde 

That  toucheth  harm  or  any  vilanye ; 
For  dredeles  me  were  levere  dye 
Than  she  of  me  aught  elles  understoode 
But  that  that  mighte  sounen  in-to  goode.' 

Tho     lough    this     Pandar,    and    anon 

answ^rde, 
'And  I  thyborw,  fy !  no  wight  doth  but  sol 
I  roughte  naught  though  that  she  stood 

and  herde  1039 

How  that  thou  seyst  I  But  for- wel,  I  wol  go. 
A-dieu !  be  glad  I  God  spede  us  bothe  two  I 
Yif  me  this  labour  and  this  bisinesse. 
And  of  my  speed  be  thynal  the  swetnesse ! ' 

Tho  Troilus  gan  doun  on  knees  to  felle, 
And  Pandar  in  his  armes  hente  faste, 
And  seyde,  *  Now,  fy  on  the  Grekes  alle  ! 
Yit,  pard^,  God  shal  helpe  us  at  the  laste ! 
And  dredeles,  if  that  my  lif  may  laste. 
And  God  to-forn,  lo,  some  of  hem  shal 

snierte ;  1049 

And  yit  m'  athinketh,   this   avaunt  m' 

asterte  ! 

*  Now,  Pandarus,  I  can  no  more  seye 
But,  thou  wis,  thou  wost,   thou  mayst, 

thou  art  al ! 

103,%.  /y!  G  om.  ;  }o./or;  R  wki. 
1043.  ^l  ^^>  }  y  "^  that. 

1050.  this  avaunt,  H3  ythat  this  avaunt. 

1051.  Now,Pa$ularus,r}i%yNoWyP<iM^a.r%^ 
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My  lif,  my  deth,  hool  in  th^ii  hond  I  leye ! 
Help  now  ! ' — Quod   he,    *  Yis,   by  my 

trouthe  I  shal ! ' — 
'  God  yelde  thee,  frend  !     And  this  in 

special,' 
Quod  Troilus,  *  that  thou  me  recomaunde 
Til  her  that  may  me  to  the  deth  comaunde ! ' 

This  Pandarus,  tho  d&irous  to  sen-e 
His  fulle  frend,  tho  seyde  in  this  manure ; 
'  Far-wel,    and  thenk   I  wil   thy   thank 

deserve !  1060 

Have  here   my  trouthe,  and  that  thou 

shalt  wel  here  ! ' 
And  wente  his  wey,   thenking  on   this 

mature. 
And  how  he  best  mighte  her  beseche  of 

grace, 
And  findc  a  time  ther-to  and  a  space. 

• 

For  every  wight  that  hath  anhoustofounde 
Nc  renncth  not  the  wcrk  for  to  bcginne 
With    rakel    hond ;    but  he  wol  bide   a 

stounde, 
And  sendc  his  hertes  line  out  fro  withinne 
How  alderfirst  his  purpos  for  to  winne. 

1058.  tho,  'O.^Jul, 

1059.  tho,  y^  than. 

1064.  *P'^*i}  yP^^- 

1069.  How  (f),  sUl  omit  (but  necessary  to  the 
sense  as  well  as  metre  ?X 


Al  this  tho  Ftendar  in  his  berte  thoughte, 
And  castebis  wcrk  fiilwislyorhewioagbts. 

But  Troilus  lay  tho  no  lenger  donn,  107s 
But  up  anon  up-on  his  stede  bay, 
And  in  the  feld  he  |deyde  the  li^m. 
Wo  was  that  Greek  that  with  him  mette 

a-day ! 
And  in  the  toon  his  maner  tbo  ibith  tj 
So  goodly  was,  and  gat  bim  so  in  gnoe 
Thatech  him  lovede  that  loked  on : 


For  he  bicom  the  firendlieste  wight,  ten 
The  gentilleste  and  ek  the  moste  fiee, 
The  thriftieste  and  oon  the  beste  kn^ 
That  in  his  time  was  or  mighte  be. 
Dede  were  his  japes  and  bis  craelt^ 
His  hye  port  and  his  man^  estnump; 
And  ech  of  tho  gan  for  a  vertu  KStmaagt, 

Now  let  us  stinte  of  Troilus  a  stoimde^      1 
That  fareth  lik  a  man  that  hurt  is  soe 
And  is  somdel  of  aking  of  his  wounde 
Y-lissed  wel,  but  heled  no  del  more. 
And,  as  an  esy  padent,  the  lore        m|> 
Abit  of  bim  that  go*th  about  his  core ; 
And  thus  he  drieth  forth  his  aventurc 

X070.  Al  this  tho,  so  H4 ;  rest  onut  tk0. 
X075.  a-day.  so  J  and  others ;  rest  thai  daf- 
X078.  om,  a  Ha  Cx.  m. 
1092.  drUth,  P  H]  Hs  Cz.  A  S  driveih. 
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Out  of  thise  blake  wawes  for  to  saile, 
O  wind,  O  wind,  the  weder  ginneth  clere : 
For   in    this   see   the   boot   hath   swich 

travaile, 
Of  my  connfng  that  unnethe  I  it  stere. 
This  see  clepe  I  the  tempestous  mature 
Of  desesi)eyr  that  Troilus  was  inne  ; 
But  now  of  hope  the  kalendcs  biginnc. 

O  lady  myn,  that  called  art  Cleo, 

Thou  l>e  my  speed  fro  this  forth,  and  my 

muse, 
To  rime  wel  this  book  til  I  have  do  !     10 

I.  R  omits  II.  T'>40. 

-mmtHft  J  and  others  cotHimyng-. 


Me  nedeth  here  non  other  art  to  use ; 
For-why  to  every  lover  I  m*  excuse, 
That  of  no  sentement  I  this  endite. 
But  out  of  Latin  in  my  tonge  it  write. 

Wherfore  I  n'il  have  neither  thank  w 

blame 
Of  al  this  werk,  but  preye  you  mekely 
Disblameth  me  if  any  word  be  lame ; 
For  as  m)^!  auctour  seyde,  so  seye  I. 
Ek  though  I  speke  of  love  unfelingiy, 
No  wonder  is ;  for  it  no  thing  oJf-Qeire 

is,  V 

A  blind  man  can-not  juggen  wel  in  hewes. 

ai.  man,  J  H^tpifkt;  H^  hm^gkt. 
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;  ek,  that  in  forme  of  speche  is 

lunge 

a  thousand  yeer,  and  wordes  tho 

len  pris,  now  wonder  nice  and 

aunge 

eth  hem  ;   and  yit  they  spake 

;m  so, 

le  as  wel  in  love  as  men  now  do : 

winnen  love  in  sondry  ages, 

londcs  sondry  ben  usiges. 

ly  if  it  happe  in  any  wise, 
be  any  lover  in  this  place       30 
:neth,  as  the  story  can  devise 
ilus  com  til  his  lady  grace, 
ikelh,    *so   n'olde   I   not   love 
irchdce,' 

eth  on  his  speche  or  his  doinge, 
ut  it  is  me  no  wonderinge. 

wight  which  that  to  Rome  went 

00  path,  ne  alwey  00  manere  ; 
n  lond  were  al  the  game  shent, 
nen  ferde  in  love  as  men   don 
jre, 

—in  open  doing  or  in  chere,  40 
go,  in  forme,  or  seyde  hir  sawes : 
men  seyn,  ech  contr^  hath  his 
.wes. 

y  ben  ther  in  this  place  three 

1  in  love  seyd  lik,  and  don  in  al, 
ly  purpos  this  may  like  thee, 

;  right  nought,  yit  al  is  seyd  or 
hal; 

men  grave  in  tree,  some  in  ston 
•ral, 

it. — But,  sin  I  have  begonne, 
tour  shal  I  folwen,  if  I  conne.  49 

y  that  moder  is  of  monthes  glade, 
tsshe  floures,  blewe,  white,  and 
ede, 

J  Hs  H,  S  Cx.  /. 

U  a3  this. 

nsert  stanza  7  before  stanza  5. 

uitrfnge^  so  n%  CI. ;  a?  VMmdur  thyngi 

ers  wotulringe. 

so  a  ^ ;  J  Hs  nar;  y  or. 

I,  so  aB ;  Cx.  Y  tiuy. 

I,  H4  CI.  srytA. 

rr  fMfM,  o^  omit  mfn. 

!*//,  J  y  and  white. 


Ben  quike  a-gayn,  that  winter  dede  made, 
And  fill  of  bawme  is  fieting  every  mede  : 
Whan    Phebus  doth  his   brighte   bemes 

sprede 
Right  in  the  white  Bole,  it  so  betidde 
As   I   shal   singe,   on    Mayes    day    the 

thridde, 

That  Pandarus,  for  al  his  wise  speche, 
Felte  ek  his  part  of  loves  shotes  kene, 
That,  coude  he  nevere  so  wel  of  loving 

preche, 
It  made  his  hewe  a-day  ful  ofte  grene.  60 
So  shoop  it,  that  him  fil  that  day  a  tene 
In  love,  for  which  in  wo  to  bedde  he 

wente, 
And  made,  or  it  was  day,  fill  many  a 

wente. 

The  swalwe  Proign^,  with  a  sorwfiil  lay. 
Whan  morwe  com,  gan  make  her  way- 

mentinge 
Why  she  forshapen  was ;  and  evere  lay 
Pandare  a-bedde,  half  in  a  slomberinge, 
Til  she  so  nigh  him  made  her  cheteringe 
How  Tereus  gan  forth  his  suster  take,  69 
That  with  the  noise  of  her  he  gan  awake. 

And  gan  to  calle  and  dresse  him  up  to  rise, 
Remembring  him  his  erand  was  to  doone 
From  Troilus,  and  ek  his  grete  emprise  ; 
And  caste,  and  knew  in  good  plit  was 

the  moone 
To  don  viage,  and  took  his  wey  ful  soone 
Unto  his  neces  paleys  ther  biside. — 
Now  Janus,  God  of  Entre,  thou  him  gide  ! 

Whan  he  was  come  unto  his  neces  place, 
*  Wher  is  my  lady  ?  *  to  her  folk  quod 

he ; 
And  they  him  tolde,  and  he  forth  in  gan 

pace,  80 

And  fond  two  othre  ladies  sete  and  she 
Withinne  a  paved  parlour  ;  and  they  three 

62.  inwOf  }/crwo;  a^/kln». 
64.  ProigyU.    SeeL.G.lV.  vii. 
69.  Tereus,   so  H4  R   Cx. ;   a*   Therens;  J 
Tereux;  y  Tireux. 
71.  dresse,  J  dressed;  «•  dressyn. 
71.  »/,  J  Y ;  a  ^  omit. 
78.  neces,  J  R  Cx.  Hf  tuu. 
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Herden  a  mayden  reden  hem  the  geste 
Of  al  the  sege  of  Thebes,  whil  hem  leste. 

Quod  Pandarus,  'Madame,  God  you  see, 
With   al   your  book   and   al   the   com- 
pan^e  !  * — 

*  Ey,  uncle,  now  welcome  y-wis !  *  quod  she ; 
And  up  she  ros,  and  by  the  bond  in  bye 
She  took  him  faste,    and  seyde,   'Tliis 

night  thiye —  89 

Togoode  mote  it  tome  ! — of  you  I  mette.* 
And  with  that  word  she  doun  on  bench 

him  sette. 

*  Ye,  nece,  ye  shal  fare  wel  the  bet, 

If  God  wile,  al  this  yer  !  *  quod  Pandarus ; 
'  But  I  am  sory  that  I  have  you  let 
To  herken  of  your  book  ye  preisen  thus. 
For  Goddcs  love,  what  seilh  it  ?  Tel  it  us  ! 
Is  it  of  love  ?   O,  som  good  ye  me  lere  I  * 

*  Uncle  ! '  quod  she,  '  your  mabtresse  is 

not  here  !  * 

With  that  they  gonnen  laughe ;  and  tho 
she  seyde,  99 

*  This  r6maunce  is  of  Thebes,  that  we  rede ; 
And  we  ban  herd  how  that  King  Laius 

^  ;yde 

Edippushissone,  and  al  thatdede; 

. '.      we  stinten  at  thise  lettres  rede, 

^ '     .         the  bisshop,  as  the  book  can  telle, 

■  .  x,  fil  thorugh  the  grounde   to 

lie' 

Quod  Pandarus,  *A1  this  knowelmy-selve. 
And  al  th'  assege  of  Thebes,  and  the  care  ; 
For  herof  ben  thcr  maked  bookes  twelve. 
But  lat  be  this,  and  tel  me  how  ye  fare.  109 
Do  wey  your  barbe,  and  shewe  your  face 

Ixire. 
Do  wey  your  book  :  ris  up,  and  lat  us 

daunce, 
And  lat  us  don  to  May  som  6bservaunce  I ' 

81.  the  f^este^  a^  al  the  geste. 

84.  0/ al  the  sege  (^     All  omit  «/. 

86.  your  hook^  y  your/ayrt  book, 

87.  mnv^  y  tuyn. 

104.  Ho7v  that,  so  S  Ad.  ;  rest  omit  that. 

105.  Aw^hivra.r,  Amphiaraus.     See  v.    1500; 
.4.  and  A.  57  :  C.  T.  D  741. 

1 10.   haf-hi-,  J  G  Hft  Hj  R  Cx.  winifei. 


*Ey,  God  forbcde!'  quod  die,  «Be  yf 

mad? 
Is  that  a  widwes  lif,  so  God  you  save? 
By  God,  ye  maken  me  right  sore  adxid ! 
Ye  ben  so  wilde,  it  semeth  as  ye  imve ! 
It  sate  me  wel  bet,  ay  in  a  cave 
To  bidde  and  rede  on  holy  seintes  lives ! 
Lat  maydens  gon  to  daunce,  and  yooge 

wives !' 

'  As  evere  thrive  I,'  quod  this  Puidanis, 

'Yit  coude   I   telle  a  thing  to  do  yoo 

pleye  ! ' —  ut 

*  Now,  uncle  derc,'  quod  she,  «tcne  itta 
For  Goddes  love  I  Is  than  the  sege  aweyr? 
I  am  of  Grekes  fier'd  so  that  I  deye  !'— 

*  Nay,  nay  ! '  quod  he,  « As  evere  mote  I 

thrive, 
It  is  a  thing  wel  bet  than  swiche  five  !* 

*Ye,  holyGod!'  quodshe,  'Whatthiif 

is  that? 
What !   bet  than  swiche  five  ?    Ey,  nf , 

y-wis ! 
For  al  this  world  ne  can  I  rede  what 
It  sholde  ben  !     Som  jape  I  trowe  is  this! 
And,  but  your-selven  telle  us  whatit  is,  ip 
My  wit  is  for  t'arede  it  al  too  lene ; 
As  help  me  God,    I  n'ot  not  what  yt 

mene !  * — 

*  And  I  your  borw,  ne  nevere  shal  for  me . 
This  thing  be  told  to  you,  so  motel  thrive!' 

*  And  why  so,  uncle  myn  ?     Why  so  ?' 

quod  she. — 

*  By  God,*  quod  he,  *  that  wol  I  telle  as 

blive  ! 
For  prouder  womman  is  ther  non  on-live, 
And  ye  it  wiste,  in  al  the  town  of  Troye: 
I  jape  naught,  so  evere  have  I  joye !  *  140 

115.  By  Cod,  etc.,  a«  {i.e.  P  Hj  G  H3  H4)  IV 
makcn  me  hv  laves  sore  adrad. 

116.  as,  R  HsCl.  that. 

117.  ina,  }  and  others  in, 

1 19.  maydens  gon  to,  a*  maydemes  gp  daumct. 

123.  tk€  sege,  y  th'  eusege, 

124. /er^ds.y, so R Cx. \}/ered$o;  yso/eiieUi 
others  var. 

13.?.  n'ot  not,  so  Hj  y :  a  ^  cm.  not.  G  R 
insert  as  before  /. 

134.  /or me, so a^-^;  J  RCx.  HsS»Dg.f»«tf^ 

140.  so,  114  y  as. 
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Tho  gan  she  wondren  more  than  bifom 
A  thousand  fold,  and  do¥m  her  iftu  caste  ; 
For  nevere  sith  the  time  that  she  was  bom 
To  knowe  thing  desired  she  so  faste. 
And  with  a  sik  she  seyde  him  at  the  laste, 
'  Now,  uncle  min,  I  n'il  you  not  displese, 
Nor  axen  more  that  may  do  you  disese.' 

So  after  this  with  many  wordes  glade, 
And  frendly  tales,  and  with  mery  chere. 
Of  this  and  that  they  pley'de,  and  gonnen 

wade  150 

In  many  an  uncouth  glad  and  deep  matere, 
As  frendes  don,  whan  they  be  met  i-fere ; 
Til  she  gan  axen  him  how  Ector  ferde, 
That  was  the  townes  wal   and  Grekes 

yerde. 

*  Ful  wel,  Ithanke  it  God, 'quod  Pandarus, 
'  Save  in  his  arm  he  hath  a  litel  wounde  ; 
And  ek  his  fresshe  brother  Troilus, 
The  wise  worthy  Ector  the  secounde, 
Ig  whom  that  alle  vertu  list  abounde. 
As  idle  trouthe  and  alle  gentilesse,        160 
>/^^sdom,  hon6ur,   fredom,   and  worthi- 

ncsse.* 

*  In  good  feith,  em,*  quod  she,    *  that 

liketh  me ! 
They  faren  wel,  God  save  hem  bothe  two  ! 
For  treweliche  I  holde  it  gret  deynt^, 
A  Kinges  sone  in  armes  wel  to  do, 
And  ben  of  good  condiciouns  therto  ; 
For  gret  pow^  and  moral  vertuihere 
Is  selde  y-seyn  in  o  pers6ne  i-fere.' 

'  In    good    feith,   that    is    soth,'    quod 
Pandarus; 

*  But,  by  my  trouthe  the  king  hath  sones 

tweye,  170 

That  is  to  mene,  Ector  and  Troilus, 
That  certeinly,  though  that  I  sbolde  deye. 
They  ben  as  voide  of  vices,  dar  I  seye, 

141.  m^rt,  H4  G  wel  mart, 
143.  time,  H4  G  tid.^ 

143.  thatf  R  Cx.  omit. 

144.  tfmtgt  o^  Cx.  a  tkinf, 
147.  Ncr^  a«  To;  R  Cx.  Ne. 

166.  0/  good C9tuiici0unt ;  naud  (X^  good  0/ con- 
diciotms. 

170.  tt^uthet  o^  had. 


As  any  men  that  live  under  the  sonne  : 
Hir  might  is  wide  y-knowe,  and  what  they 
conne. 

*  Of  Ector  nedeth  no  thing  for  to  telle  : 
In  al  this  world  ther  n'is  a  bettre  knight 
Than  he,  that  is  of  worthinesse  welle  ; 
And  he  wel  more  vertu  hath  than  might. 
This  kno  weth  many  a  wisand  worthy  wight. 
The  same  pris  of  Troilus  I  seye  :  iSz 

God  help  me  so,  I  knowe   not  swiche 
tweye ! ' — 

'  By  God,'  quod  she,  <  of  Ector  that  is  soth  ; 
Of  Troilus  the  same  thing  trowe  I, 
For  dredeles  men  telleth  that  he  doth 
In  armes  day  by  day  so  worthily. 
And  ber'th  him  here  at  hom  so  gentilly 
To  every  wight,  that  alle  pris  hath  he 
Of  hem  that  me  were  levest  prcised  be. ' 

'  Ye    seye    right    soth,    y-wis ! '    quod 
Pandarus,  290 

'  For  yesterday  who-so  had  with  him  been, 
Mighte  han  wondred  upon  Troilus ; 
For  nevere  jii  so  thikke  a  swarm  of  been 
Ne  fleigh,  as  Grekes  for  him  gonne  fleen  ; 
And  thorugh  the  feld  in  every  wightes  ere 
Ther  n'as  no  cry  but  **  Troilus  is  there  ! " 

'  Now  here,  now  there  he  hunted  hem  so 

faste, 
Ther  n'as  but  Grekes  blood  and  Troilus  : 
Now  him  he  hiurte,  and  him  al  doun  he 

caste :  199 

Ay  wher  he  wente,  it  was  arrayed  thus  : 
He  was  hir  deth,  and  sheld  and  lif  for  us ; 
That,  as  that  day,  ther  dorste  non  with- 

stonde, 
Whilthat  he  held  his  blodyswerdin  honde. 

174.  live,  so  J  and  others ;  a^  CI.  liveth  ;  others 
liven ;  H4  lyven  under  sonne. 

176.  nedeth  no  iking,  so  a'  J  Cx.  H3 ;  H4  G 
neaiih  {it)  na(ttgkyt;  y  nedeth  ti  no  more. 

183.  God  fUTp  me  so,  J  so  hel/e  me  god;  G 
so  god  helpe  me. 

185.  telleth,  so  J  etc. ;  others  telle,  tellen. 

188.  alle,  J  etc.  a/;  Ph.  G  al  the;  Cx. 
overal. 

19a.  MighU,  y  He  mighte. 

19^.  /or  him,  J  Cp.  and  others ;  rest  fro  him 
(see  I.  748). 

199.  him  .  .  .  him,  H5  H3  y^  hem  .  .  .  hem. 
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'  Therto  he  is  the  fiendliesl^  niao 
Of  gret  estat,  that  evere  I  saw  my  live. 
And,  whet  him  list,  best  felawshipc  cbd 
To  swich  as  him  think'th  able   for   lo 

And  with  ihulwacd  thoPand&rus,  asblivc, 
KHe  took  hia  leve  and  seyde,  '  I  wol  go 

BKr)',  blame  have  I,  myn  uncle,'  quod 
f  she  thentie.  hi 

'  What  aileth  you  to  be  thus  weiy  sone, 
And  namclichc  of  wommen  ?  Wol  yc  so  I 
Nay,  siltelh  down  I  ByGod,  Ihaveiodotie 
With  you,  10  speke  of  wisdom,  or  ye  go  I ' 
And  every  wighl  that  was  about  Iheni  tho, 
That  herde  thai,  gan  fer  awey  to  stoode, 
Whi]  they  two  haddc  al  that  hem  liste  on 

Whan  that  her  taleol  brought  was  toanend« 
Of  her  estat  and  of  her  governaunee,  119 
QuoJ  Pandarus,  '  Now  isit  time  I  wende  I 
But  yit,  I  seye,  arise  and  lat  us  daunce. 
And  cast  your  widwes  habit  lomischauncet 
What  list  you  thus  your-self  to  disfigure, 
SitU  you  is  tid  so  glad  an  aventure  f  '— 

'  A I  wel  biihoughl !     For  love  of  God,' 

'Shal  I  not  witen  what  ye  meneofthis?' — 
'  No,  this  thing  aneth  leiser,'  tho  quod  he, 
'  And  ek  me  wolde  muche  grcve,  y-wis, 
Ifl  it  lolde  and  ye  it  toke  amis. 
Yit  were  it  bet  my  tonge  for  to  stille  ija 
Than seyeasolh  that  were  ayeins your  wille. 

'  For,  nece,  by  ihe  Goddesse  Minerve, 
And  jupilct  tlul  mak'th  the  ihonder  ringe, 
And  by  [he  biisful  Venus  thai  I  serve. 
Ye  beo  Ihe  woman  in  this  world  livlnge, 
Withouten  paramours,  to  my  witinge, 


:■.  HiDJuBviir. 


'Y-wis,  myn  node,'  quod  slic,  ' ^^ 

Your  frendship  have  I  Soaudw  crcrr ; 
I  am  to  no  man  holdcn  tiewely  i.t 

So  muche  as  you,  and  have  so  liid  qoii  1 
And  viith  Ihe  grace  of  God,  emfbnh  myi. 
As  in  my  gilt  I  shal  you  nevcre  aSofie: 
And  if  1  have  or  this,  I  wol  ameoilc ! 

■  But,  for  tlie  love  of  God,  I  j-ou  faitldie. 
As  ye  ben  he  that  I  most  lore  and  Iil-'i, 
Lat  be  to  me  your  fremde  manet  s|sl 
And  sey  to  me  your  necewhat  you  il- 
And  with  thai  wordheruncleanonhc^r: . 
And  seyde,  '  Gladly,  Icvc  nece  deic 
Tak  it  for  gode   that   I   shal  srye  y. 

With  thai  she  gnn  her  fen  down  to  asx ; 
And  Pandarus  lo  coughe  gan  a  lite. 
And  seyde,  '  Nece,  olwcy,  lo  1  to  ihe  luir. 
How-so  it  be  that  some  men  hem  deiitt 
With  subtil  art  hii  tales  for  t'  ciulile, 
Yit  Tot  al  that,  in  hit  e 
I  lir  tale  is  al  for  som  coDclwiaaik 

'  And  sit  hen  th'ende  tsevery  tAlei  1 
And  this  mattre  is  so  bihovelj-, 
What  sholde  I  peynte 

Iqngthe 
To  you  that  ben  my  frend 
And  with  ihal  word  he  gan  right 
Biholden  her  and  lokoi  on  her  ' 
And  seyde,  '  On  swich  a 

Thanlhoughtehelhus:  ■Iflmjudeei 
Aught  harde,  or  make  a  proccs  any  y/tik. 
She  shal  no  savour  ban  therin  but  lite. 
And  trowe  I  wolde  her  in  my  wil  bifik  1 
For  tendre  wiites  wenen  al  be  wile     «' 

>jo.  m^,Wtyoait. 

Hl. /rrtMj,,  vs  A  Donly:  iJritmJti  akn 

xsuMfdt,  H  G  Hi  ue. :  J  tt^/rrt^ 


enieDCMUD,  h 
coDclunnb  ^S 

107  tAlei  tu^^l 
bihovelj-,  jJ^^H 
e  or  dimw^^H 

ndsofeitl^^H 
!^n  right  U^^l 
nonberUilH 
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Wher-as  they  can  not  pleynlich  under- 

stonde : 
For-thy  her  wit  to  serven  wol  I  fonde.' — 

And  loked  on  her  in  a  bisy  wise ; 
And  she  was  war  that  he  biheld  her  so, 
And  seyde,  *  Lord  !  so  &ste  ye  m*  avise  ! 
Say  ye  me  nevere  or  now  ?    What  sey  ye? 
No?'— 

*  Yis,  yis  !  *  quod  he,  *  and  bet  wol,  or  I  go ! 
But,  by  my  trouthe,  I  thoughte  now  if  ye 
Be  fortunat,  for  now  men  shal  it  see.  280 

•  For  t'  every  wight  som  goodly  dvcnture 
Som  time  is  shape,  if  he  it  can  receiven  ; 
And  if  that  he  wol  take  of  it  no  cure 
Whan  that  it  com*th,  but  wilfulliche  it 

weiven, 
Lo,  neither  cas  ne  fortune  him  deceiven. 
But  right  his  owne  slouthe  and  wrecched- 

nesse : 
And  swich  a  wight  is  for  to  blame,  I  gesse  ! 

•  Good  ^venture,  O  bele  nece,  have  ye 
Ful  lightly  founden,  and  ye  conne  it  take  ! 
And,  for  the  love  of  God  and  ek  of  me, 
Cache  it  anon,  lest  dventure  slake  !  291 
What  sholde  I  lenger  proces  of  it  make  ? 
Yif  meyour  bond ;  for  in  this  world  is  non, 
If  that  you  list,  a  wight  so  wel  bi-gon. 

« And  sith  I  speke  of  good  intencioun, 
As  I  to  you  have  told  wel  her-bifom. 
And  love  as  wel  your  honour  and  renoun 
As  creature  in  al  this  world  y-born. 
By  alle  the  oothes  that  I  have  you  sworn. 
And  ye  be  wroth  therfore,  or  wene  I  lye, 
Ne  shal  I  nevere  see  you  eft  with  ye  !  301 

*  Beth  not  agast,  ne  quaketh  not  I     Wher- 

to? 
Ne  chaungeth  naught  for  feresoyour  hewe! 
For  hardily  the  werste  of  this  is  do  ; 
And  thoughmy  tale  as  now  be  to  you  newe, 
Yit  trist  alwey  ye  shal  me  finde  trewe  ; 
And   were  it  thing  that    me  thoughte 

linsittinge, 
To  you  wolde  I  no  swiche  talcs  bringe.' — 


«86. 

apa.  0/it^  «?  H4  Cx.  Hs  t0y0n;  R  om. 


r,  Y  vtrray. 


*  Now,  my  goode  em,  for  Goddei^ 

preye,' 
Quod  she,  *  Com  off,  and  tel  me  what  it  1*1 . 
For  bothe  I  am  agast  what  ye  wol  seye. 
And  ek  me  longeth  it  to  wite,  y-wis ; 
For  whether  it  be  wel  or  be  amis, 
Sey  on !     LAtmenot  in  this  feredwelle !  * — 
'Sowilldon:  nowherkneth!  I  shal  telle! 

*  Now,  nece  myn,  the  kinges  dere  sone, 
The  goode,  wise,  worthy,  fresshe,  and  free, 
Which  alwey  for  to  do  wel  is  his  wone, 
The  noble  Troilus,  so  loveth  thee,        319 
That,  but  ye  hclpe,  it  wil  his  bane  be. 
Lo,  here  is  al !    What  sholde  I  more  seye  ? 
Do  what  you  list,  to  make  him  live  or  deye ! 

*  But  if  ye  lete  him  deyen,  I  wil  sterve  : 
Have  here  my  trouthe,  nece,  In'il  not  lyen, 
Al   sholde  I  with  this  knif  my  throte 

kerven  !  * — 
With  that  the  teres  braste  out  of  his  yen. 
And  seyde, — *  If  that  ye  don  us  bothe  dyen 
Thus  gilteles,  than  have  ye  fisshed  £iire  1 
What  mende  ye,  though  that  we  bothe  a- 

paire  ?  329 

'  Alias  !  he  which  that  is  my  lord  so  dere, 
That  trewe  man,  that  noble  gentil  knight, 
That  naught  desireth  but  your  frendly 

chere, 
I  see  him  deyen,  ther  he  goHh  up  right 
And  hasteth  him  with  al  his  fulle  might 
For  to  be  slayn,  if  his  fortune  assente. 
Alias,  that  God  you  swich  a  beaut6  sente  1 

<  If  it  be  so  that  ye  so  cruel  be  337 

That  of  his  deth  you  liste  not  to  recche, 
(That  is  so  trewe  and  worthy  as  we  see). 
No  more  than  of  a  japer  or  a  wrecche, — 
If  ye  be  swich,  your  beaut^  may  not  strecche 
To  make  amendes  of  so  cruel  a  dede  I 
Avisement  is  good  bifore  the  nede  I 

309.  My,  yS  omits. 
329.  though,  l^lif'      ^ 
331.  gentil,  aPwort^;  Cx.  omits. 
335.  his  /ortHne,  G  Hj  CL  /trtune  woH^de) ; 
H5  his/ortuiu  woile. 

338.  you,  J  and  others  ye, 

339.  w#,  so  a  ^ ;  G  yye* 
34a.  a,  K  H3  omit. 
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*  Wo  worth  the  faire  gemme  vertules  ! 
Wo  worth  that  herbealso  that  doth  no  bote ! 
Wo  worth  that  beaut6  that  is  routheles  t 
Wo  worth  that  wight  that  tret  ech  under- 

fote  ! 
And  ye  that  ben  of  beaut^  crop  and  rote, 
If  therwithal  in  you  ther  be  no  routhe,  349 
Than  is  it  harm  ye  liven  by  my  trouthe  1 

'  And  also  thenk  wel  that  it  is  no  gaude ; 
For  me  were  levere  thou  and  I  and  he 
Were  hanged,  than  I  sholde  be  his  baude, 
As  hyc,  as  men  mighte  on  us  <alle  see  ! 
I  am  thyn  cm  :  the  shame  were  to  me 
As  wel  as  thee,  if  that  I  sholde  assente 
Thorugh  myn  abet,  that  he  thyn  honour 
shente. 

*  Now  understond,  for  I  you  naught  requere 
To  bindc  you  to  him  thorugh  no  biheste, 
But  only  that  ye  make  him  bettre  chere 
Than  ye  han  don  or  this,  and  more  feste, 
So  that  his  lif  be  saved  at  the  leste  :  36a 
This'al  and  som,  and  pleynly  our  entente: 
God  help  me  so,  I  nevere  other  mente. 

*  Lo,  this  requeste  is  not  but  skile  y-wis  ; 
Ne  doute  of  reson,  pard^,  is  ther  non. 

I  sette  the  werste  :  that  ye  drede  this, 
Men  wolde  wondren  sen  him  come  and  gon ; 
And  ther-aycins  answ^re  I  thus  anon,  369 
That  every  wight,  but  he  be  fool  of  kinde, 
Wol  deme  it  love  of  frendshipinhis  minde. 

*  What !  Who  wil  demen,  though  he  sec  a 

man 
To  temple  go,  that  he  th*  images  eteth  ? 
Thenk  ek  how  wel  and  wisly  that  he  can 
Goveme    him -self,    that    he    no    thing 

forgcteth, 
That  wher  he  com'th  he  pris  and  thank 

him  geteth ; 
And  ek  therto,  he  shal  come  here  so  selde, 
What  fors  were  it,  though  al  the  town 

behelde  ? 

349.  I/,]Q\.  Ati^. 
349.  ther.  J  G  ne;  a  Cx.  Cp.  omit. 
351.  Ma/  //  is,  so  J  Ho  G  H5  S  :  Hi  M«/  is  : 
rest  {that)  this  is. 

369.  And,  K  only  ;  rest  omit. 


*  Swich  love  of  frendes  regn'th  in  al  this 

toun ; 
And  wrye  you  in  that  mantel  evere  mo ! 
And,  God  so  wis  be  my  savadoon,      3S1 
As  I  have  se3rd,  your  best  is  to  do  so. 
But,  goode  nece,  alwey  to  stinte  his  wo. 
So  lat  your  daunger  sucred  ben  a  lite. 
That  of  his  deth  ye  be  not  for  to  wite.'-> 

Criseyde,  which  that  herdehimin  thiswise, 
Thoughte,  *  I  shal  felen  what  he  meoe, 
y-wis !  * — 

*  Now,  em,*  quod  she,   *  what  w(4de  ye 

devise? 
What  is  your  reed  I  sholde  don  of  this  ?'— 
<That  is  wel  seyd  !'  quod  he,  'Certdn 

best  is,  w* 

That  ye  him  love  ayein  for  his  lovftige, 
As  love  for  love  is  skilful  guerdooinge; 

*  Thenk  ek  how  elde  wasteth  every  homt 
In  ech  of  you  a  party  of  beaut^ ; 

And  therfor,  or  that  age  thee  devoore, 
Go  love,  for,  old,  ther  wil  no  wight  of  thee! 
Lat  this  prov^rbe  a  lore  unto  yoa  be : 
Too  late  y-war  !  quod  Beaut^,  whan  it 

paste : 
And  Elde  daunteth  Daunger  at  the  laste ! 

*  The  kingcs  fool  is  wont  to  cryen  loode, 
Whan  that  him  think'th  a  womman  ber'th 

her  hye,  «ax 

*'  So  longe  mote  ye  live,  and  alle  proode, 
Til  Crowes  feet  be  growe  under  your  ye, 
And  sende  you  thanne  a  rairour  in  to  piyc, 
In  which  that  ye  may  see  your  £ice  a- 

mor^^'e  ! " 
I  bidde  wisshe  you  no  more  sorwe  ! ' — 

With  thishestinte,  andcasteadoun  thehed : 
And  she  began  to  breste  a-wepe  anon, 

379.  i«,  so  P  H)  R  Cx.  Si :  G  iJk^ur:  J  «tc 
omit.    (See  C.  T.  fi  776.) 

380.  wryt^  a'  covert:  y  wrt. 

383.  goM/e  nece,  tdwey^  y*  <>^*m7i  gO0j(ji)  mte. 

384.  .S"^,  aS  omit. 

^85.  ttot  ftfr  to,  a2  nothing  to;    Cx.  Hi  CI 
n<^ui^k)t  to. 
387.  he,  H4  G  Hs  Cx.  ye 
403.  he/pvwet  so  J  R  y ;  afihe  nmxo. 
406.  /,  y8  Nece,  1. 
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yde,  *  Alias,  for  wo  !  Why  n'ere 
I  ded?  409 

his  world  the  feith  is  al  a-gon  ! 
What  sholden  straunge  to  me  don, 
le  that  for  my  beste  frend  I  wende, 
to  love,  and  sholde  it  medefende  ? 

I  wolde  han  trusted,  douteles, 
that  I  thorugh  my  disa venture 
/ed  outher  him  or  Achilla, 
3r  any  mannes  creature, 
je  han  had  no  mercy  ne  mesure 
but  alwey  had  me  in  repreve  !  419 
se  world,  alias,  who  may  it  leve  ? 

Is  this  al  the  joye  and  al  the  feste  ? 
^'our  red  ?     Is  this  my  blisful  cas  ? 
:he  verray  mede  of  your  bihestc  ? 
is  peynted  proces  scyd,  alias, 
3r  this  fyn  ?     O  Lady  myn,  Pallas, 
I  this  dredfiil  cas  for  me  purveye, 
astoned  am  I  that  I  dcye  !  * 

lat  she  gan  ful  sorwfully  tosikc. — 
ay  it  be  no  bet  ? '  quod  Pandarus  ; 
d  I  shal  no  more  come  here  this 
wike, 

d  to-fom,  that  am  mistrusted  thus ! 
el  that  ye  sette  lite  of  us,  433 

ir  deth  !  Alias,  I  wofiil  wrecche  ! 
he  yit  live,  of  me  were  naught  to 
recche  ! 

;1  God,  O  dispitouse  Marte  ! 
js  three  of  hclle,  on  you  I  crye  ! 
le  nevere  out  of  this  hous  departe, 
I  mente  harm  or  xdlanyc  ! 
\  I  see  my  lord  mot  nedes  dye, 
nth  him,  here  I  me  shrive,  and  seye 
ikkedly  ye  don  us  bothe  deye !    441 

th  it  liketh  you  that  I  be  ded, 
itunus,  that  God  b  of  the  see, 
•  forth  shal  I  nevere  ete  bred 
yn  owne  herte  blood  may  see  ! 
tein  I  wol  deye  as  sone  as  he.' — 
he  sterte,  and  on  his  wey  he  raughte, 
aga)'n  him  by  the  lappe  caughte. 


tverrt  so  J  H4  R  Cx.  Hj ;  other*  is. 


Criseyde,  which  that  wel  nigh  starf  for  fere, 
So  as  she  was  the  ferfuUeste  wight  4so 
That  mighte  be,  and  herde  ek  with  her  ere 
And  saw  the  sorwfiil  emest  of  the  knight. 
And  in  his  prayer  ek  saw  non  unright, 
And  for  the  harm  that  mighte  ek  fisillemore. 
She  gan  to  reweand  drede  her  wonder  sore. 

And  thoughte  thus :    '  Unhappes  fallen 

thikke 
Alday  for  love,  and  in  swich  maner  cas 
As  men  ben  cruel  in  hemself  and  wikkc  ; 
And  if  this  man  slee  here  himself,  alias. 
In  my  presence,  it  n'il  be  no  solds  !     460 
What  men  wolde  of  itdeme  I  cannot  seye  : 
It  nedeth  me  ful  sleighly  for  to  pleye !  * — 

And  with  a  sorwful  sik  she  seyde  thrye, 

*  A !  Lord !  What  me  is  tid  a  sory  chance ! 
For  myn  estat  li*th  in  a  jupartye, 

And  ek  myn  emes  lif  is  in  baldunce  ! 
But  natheles  with  Goddes  govemaunce 
I  shal  so  don,  myn  honour  shal  I  kepe, 
And  ek  his  lif !  * — and  stinte  for  to  wepe. 

*  Of  harmes  two  the  lesse  is  for  to  chese  : 
Yit  have  I  levere  maken  him  good  chere 
In  honour,  than  myn  emes  lif  to  lese  !  473 
Ye  seyn,  ye  nothing  ellcs  me  requere  ? ' — 
*No,    wis,*  quod  he,  *myn  owne  nece 

dere  !  '— 

*  Now  wel ! '  quod  she,  *  and  I  wol  do 

my  peyne ! 
I  shal  myn  herte  ayein  my  lust  constre3rne, 

'  But  that  I  n'il  not  holden  him  in  honde  ; 
Ne  love  a  man  ne  can  I  naught,  ne  may 
Ayeins  my  wil ;  but  elles  wil  I  fonde,  479 
Myn  honour  sauf,  plese  him  fro  day  to  day. 
Ther-to  n*olde  I  not  ones  have  seyd  nay, 
But-that  I  drede  as  in  my  fantasye  ; 
But,  cesse  cause,  ay  cesseth  maladyc  ! 

454.  harm  that  mi^ktg  ek^  a'  J  harm  ek  that 
might. 

457.  tutdy  a*  R  Cx.  omit. 

460.  «f //,  so  a'  J  ;  others  wil.  wol. 

465.  nth  in  a,  so  Hj  H4  H3  R ;  lith  in,  J  P 
G  Ha  Cx.  :  y  li/h  mnv  in  (CI.  now  lith  in). 

467.  Goddfs,  H«  HaHs  H5  D  roife  Uvik/). 

478,  479.  a^  reaa :  Jve  lave  no  (a)  ivnwi,  thtU  can 
no  wig^ht  ne  may  Ayeins  his  wH, 

483.  dredet  Cp.  artdde. 
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•  hi:  ;-^ 

'.  I  Tjwe  a  ^.'ssucicn. 

TH  ±b:  I  =eeie.  •>  dK  I  .dk  (Ihn. 

Trj.-  ..-. 

.-..*  -^-^ja  if  J-?  -i^Mi  £-., 

H:w  =■;  -tgis  fal  wo&Qj  Bo  fiDBC 

T-jt."  -f-r 

«r..,  i-*  n-,  MTaQ-^ 

'-Tj-.., 

vv^,  ■!!«  je  turrer.  bx  hi  :wo. 

■  T^i  ei=  I  >cu^  tin  aiAetT  bcfaiadt : 

Tv.=r- 

»;  -M  --^rf!  w.  'A  4»»  U  «CT  fc. 

Ar>i.  ^iL^  cbciodK  fc<  lo'vyae     s= 

Vt  i^j.; 

.-,n-r*  'rfUm  han'^her  ric-JeV 

At  I  ta=  ciepe  nan  no«  to  bjt  mbde. 

•(Br».ve  TT-:,'  «j«*i   Pac/iar,  -ty  my 

Rzjfc:  ih^  :>  Lo«  be  fu  bin  fat  •> 

■'■'■'■*  -                                      *^ 

He  Kvde.  '-  lari,  hnc  rootlK  qn  ^ 

'  ISi.'  nu;  I  *r.i.*e  wel  o  you,'  ijaaij  be, 
'lr.i*'>f '>.Li-:>.i:^tiul  ye  hail  hightir.e  here 
*.>  »'.i  i"  i.'il'jen  tresely  in  me?' —  i 

'  V*,  fivi'-y.-n,'  '(iHil   the,  *  myn   ancle 

'  N«  ird'.  I  ^hal  liAii  caiue  in  (his  materc,' 
'^iHhr, 'I'.jjityiic.wofteryjut'jpreche?* 
'  Why,  r>'>,  jAfd^  !    \Miat  oedeth  moie 

Tti'i  filler)  th-iy  in  olhie  tales  gkuk, 

1  >l  al  lh<:1a'>'':,  ''Jg'todeem.'riuuil  shetho, 

'  Fm  Ixv;  ■.(  Oyl  which  that  us  both* 

I'rl  mr  Ii'iw  first  yc  wistcn  of  his  wo '.  y>. 
\V.,1    n.,11    of   il    Inil    yt-y-^Hc    Se>de, 

'  (  xn  hi:  wcl  .spcke  of  lovo  i '  quod  she  ; 

'  I  iiri->i-, 
Tel  me ;  for  1  the  bel  me  shal  [lurveye.' — 

Th'i  I'anihrus  a  litel  gan  to  smile. 
And  i>cy<lc, '  Ily  my  t  routhc  Ishnl  you  telle ! 
This  other  flay,  ii>i[  gtm  ful  longc  while, 
VVjih-in  llie  ptiluiK  i^ardin,  by  a  wclle, 
Can  lie  awl  I  WL-1  half  a  day  lo  dwclle, 
KiRht  fi-r  tospckenoTan  orclinaunce   510 
I  low  we  the  UrekeK  mighlcn  disavaunce. 

S'ine  after  ihat  lM(;onne  we  lo  lepe, 
And  CLslcn  with  our  dartes  to  and  fro, 
Til  at  (he  laste  he  scydc  he  wolde  slepc ; 
And  <>n  the  grcs  a-doun  hv  Icyde  him  tho ; 
And  I  afer  yan  n^men  lu  and  fio. 


■  "  O  God,  that  at  iky  (Uq> 
Ledest.  the  ijn,  by  josle  parrcja^nx. 

Accepts  in  gre,  and  11 111I1111  laiihjiiiniwr 
As  lilceth  tbcc  :  bat  fron  Juunjmanrti 
That  may  my  gust  depute  a«^  &v  An 
Thou  be  my  Add,  ibr  ifaji  b>   ' 


"  For  ceites,  Loid,  sa  sore  hath  itc  wt 
wouoded, 
That  stood  in  blak,  with  loluDg  ofhcrjOi 
That  to  myn  henes  botme  it  is  y-noaiU 
Thomeh  which  I  wol  thai  I  mot  Dedc»l]l& 
This  is  theworsle:  I  dai  me  not  binjo: 
And  wel  the  hotter  ben  the  eledcs  mk 
That  men  hem  wiyen  with  a^ien  pakM' 

'  With  that  he  smot  his  hed  a-doun  lOA 
And  gan  lo  muttre,  I  n'ot  what  lie«^; 
And  I  with  that  gan  stille  awey  to  gca. 
And  Icet  thet-of  as  no-thing  wist  hid  Ii 
And  com  ayein  a-Don,  and  stood  him  bf. 
And  seyde,  "Awak,  ye  slepen  al  too  loopi 
It  semeth  not  that  Love  dolli  you  kapii 

'  "  That  slepen  10  that  no  man  aaj  j* 

Who  say  cvere  or  thi*  so  dul  m  man?" 
"  Vc,  rrend,"quod  he,  "do  yeyouibedi) 
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tox  Vise,  and  lat  me  liven  as  I  can  ! 
Sul  though  that  he forwo  was  paleand' 
Yil  made  he  tho  as  ftessh 
As  though  tic  sholde  have  led  Ihe  newe 
daunce 1 

*  This  passed  faith,  til  now  tliia  other  day 

It  111  that  I  com  laming  al  alloce 

Into  his  chaumbre,  and  fond  how  that  he 

Upon  his  bed.     But  man  so  sore  grone 
Ke  herde  I  nevcre.      And  what  that  was 
histoone 


*  Of  which  I  look  som-what  suspecioun  ; 
AtxA  nci  I  com  and  fond  he  weptc  soie ; 
.And,  God  so  wis  be  tny  savacioim, 

As  neveieof  thing  haddc  I  norouthcmorc; 
Tor  neither  with  en^ne  ne  with  no  lore 
TJonelhes  mighte  I  fn>  the  deth  him  kepe. 
That  yit  fc[e  I  myn  herte  for  him  wepe. 

*  And  God  wot,  nevete  silh  that  I  was  horn 
Was  I  so  bcsy  no  man  for  to  preche,  569 
Ne  nevere  was  to  wight  so  depc  y-swotn, 
Or  he  me  tolde  who  mighte  ben  his  leche ! 
But  now  lo  you  lehersen  al  his  speche, 
Or  alle  bis  wofiil  wordes  tbi  to  soune, 
Ne  bid  me  naught,  but  ye  wol  see  ne 

■  But  for  to  save  his  Uf,  and  clles  nought. 
And  to  non  harm  of  you,  thus  am  I  driven. 
And   foi  Ihe  love  of  God   that  us  hath 

wrought, 
Swidi  cbeie  him  doth,  that  he  and  I  may 

Now  have  I  plat  to  you  myn  herte  shriven ; 
And  silb  ye  wot  that  myn  entente  is  dene, 
Tak  hede  Iher-of,  for  I  non  yvel  menc.  jSi 

'And  right  good  thrifi,  I  preye  to  God, 

have  ye, 
That  have  swichoony-cBoghtwilhoute  net  I 
And,  be  ye  wis  as  ye  be  fair  to  see, 

5il.  m.,  JCiiw- 

37C^  ikrivtn,  J  P  /.jArnwi. 


Wei  in  the  ring  than  is  the  luby  act  ! 
Ther  were  nevere  two  so  wel  y-mtl  \ 
When  ye  ben  his  al  hool  as  he  is  youie, 
Ther  mighty  God  yit  gtaunle  us  see  that 
houie  t ' —  s85 

'  Nay,  therof  spak  I  not,  aha  ! '  quod  she, 
'  A5  help  mc  God,  ye  ahendcn  every  del  1 ' 
'  A  I  mercy,  dere  nece  '. '  anon  quod  he, 
'  Whal-so  I  spak,  I  mcnte  not  but  wel, 
By  Mars,  Ihe  God  that  hehned  is  of  sle)  I 
Now  belh  not  wroth,  my  blood,  my  nece 

'  Now  wel  ! '  quod  she,  '  foiyeven  be  it 

With  this  be  took  his  leve  and  horn  be 

And,  Lord,  so  he  was  glad  and  wel  bigon  I 
Criseyde  aios,  no  leoger  she  ne  siente, 
Butstreight  intoher  closet  wentc  anon,  jm 
And  scttc  her  doun  as  stillc  as  any  ston. 
And  every  word  gan  Up  and  doun  to  winde 
That  he  had  seyd,  as  it  com  hei  lo  minde  ; 

And  was  somdel  nsloned  in  her  thought 
Right  for  Ihe  newecas.  But  whan  that  she 
Was  fill  avised,  tho  fond  she  right  nought 
Of  peril,  why  she  oughte  afercd  be  ; 
For  man  may  love,  erf  possibilil*, 
A  womman,  so  his  herte  may  to-hreste. 
And  she  not  love  ayein,  but-iC  her  teste. 

Bui  as  she  sat  sllone  and  thought?  thus, 
Asciy  aros  at  scannuch  al  withoute,  611 
And  men  cri'de  in  the  strete.  'Sec,  Troilus 
llalh  right  now  put  lo  flight  the  Grekes 

With  (hat  gan  al  her  meyn^  for  to  shoule, 
'  A  !  Go  we  see  I  Caste  up  the  latis  wide  1 
For  thorugh  thissticlehemotlopaleysride; 


»7.  jB.al^oniii;  GHiAw. 

61J.  /<>/u,»H,oDly;  PHiGCi.ui 
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•  For  other  wey  is  fro  the  yaic  non 
Of  Dardanus,  ther  open  is  the  chc}*ne  ! ' 
With  that  com  he  and  al  his  folk  anon 
An  esy  pas,  riding  in  routes  twc}Tie,    620 
Ri^ht  a."*  his  happy  day  was,  soth  to  se)*ne, 
For-which,  men  seith,  maynotdbtorbed  be 
That  shal  l>itiden  of  nccessiie. 

This  Troilus  sat  on  his  bayc  stedc, 
Al  armed  save  his  hcd  ful  richely ; 
And  wounded  was  his  hors,  and  gan  to 

blcdc, 
On  which  he  r«>d  a  pas  fill  softcly. 
But  swich  a  knightly  .sightc  trcwcly 
As  was  on  him,  was  not  withouten  faile 
To  loke  on  Mars,  that  God  is  of  bataile  ! 

So  lik  a  man  of  armes  and  a  knight  631 
He  was  to  sen,  fulfd'd  of  heigh  prowesse  ; 
I*or  l)Othc  he  hadde  a  body  and  a  might 
To  don  that  thing,  as  well  as  hardinesse  ; 
And  ck  to  sen  him  in  his  gere  him  dresse, 
So  fressh,  so  yoiig,  so  weldy  semed  he. 
It  was  an  hcvene  uixin  him  for  to  see  ! 

\\\>  helm  to-hewen  was  in  twenty  places, 
Tliai  by  a  tissu  heng  his  bak  bihindc  ; 
lli.i  sheld  io-(Iasshed  was  with  swerdesand 

maces,  640 

In  which  men  mighte  many  an  arwe  fmde 
I'hat  thirled  haddehornandnerfandrinde; 
And  ay  the  i»cplc  cri'de,  *  Here  com'th 

our  joye  I 
And  next  his  brother,  holder  up  of  Troye !  * 

For  wliirh  he  wex  a  litel  red  for  shame. 
Whan  lie  the  |>eple  ujxm  him  herde  cryen. 
That  to  Urhohlc  it  was  a  noble  game, 
How  sol>reIiche  he  caste  doun  his  yen. 
Criseyde  anon  gan  al  his  chere  aspyen, 
An<i  let  so  sofic  it  in  her  hertc  sinkc   650 
That  to  her-self  she  scyde,  *  Who  yaf  me 
drinke  ? ' 

€17.  «,  J  CI.  if  iher.  yJv,  y  to. 

('■(^    vthi\\  vj  a  y  ;  fi  ttHyrthy. 

64- 1,   iwertici,  o-  \\^  sit'erd. 

64  J.   horn  and,  a*  hothe. 

fi4f\.  hf  the  peflcy  etc,  a'  he  so  hcrde  tht  fepie 
rn  him  cryctt. 

^■48.  ifflun,  a^  K  adoHH. 

^•4«j.  Cf  iscydc  mMon^  so  a-  R  ;  rest  CriseydCt 
Cri^eyda. 

fis^.  it,  J  114  Ad.  C)).  omit. 


For  of  her  owne  thought  she  «ei  al  red. 
Kemembring  her  right  thus,  *  Lo,  this  bh; 
Wliich  that  myn  uncle  swerU  he  mot  be 

ded 
But  I  on  him  have  mercy  and  pite ' : 
.Vnd  with  that  pure  thought  for-5hained,s}x 
Gan  in  her  hed  to  pulle,  and  that  as  £uie. 
Willi  he  and  al  the  peple  for-b}-  paste : 

And  gan  to  caste  and  roUen  up  and  do:? 
Within  her  thought  hisexcelleot  provesse, 
And  his  estat,  and  also  his  renoun,  ^ 
His  wit,  his  shap,  and  ek  his  gentilesse: 
But  most  her  finvour  was,  for  his  distress 
W*as  al  for  her,  and  thougbte  it  was  a  roath^ 
To  slen  swich  oon,  if  that  he  mente  trootbc 

Now  mighte  som  envious  jangle  thus : 
'  This  was  a  sodein  love  !     How  mighu 

it  be, 
That  she  so  lightly  loved  Troilus 
Right  for  the  firste  sighte?*— Ye,  ptidd 
Now,  who-so  seith  so,  mote  he  ne^'ere  the ! 
For  every  thing  a  ginning  hath  it  nede  tr,\ 
Or  al  be  wrought,  withouten  any  drede. 

For  I  seye  not  that  she  so  sodeinly 
Yaf  him  her  love,  but  that  she  gan  encUot 
To  like  him  first ;  and  I  have  tdd  y^ 

why ; 
And  after  that,  his  manhod  and  his  pioe 
Made  love  within  her  heite  for  to  mine: 
For-which  by  proces  and  by  good  senisc 
He  gat  her  love,  and  in  no  sodein  wise. 

And  also  blisful  Venus,  wel  arrayed,    ik 
Sat  in  her  seventhe  hous  of  hevene  th^ 
Disposed  wel,  and  with  aspectes  payed, 
To  helpcn  sely  Troilus  of  his  wo ; 
And,  soth  to  seyn,  she  n'aa  not  al  a  fo 
To  Troilus  in  his  nativity : 
God  wot  that  wel  the  soner  spcdde  he ! 

656.  (?)  MSS.  var. ;  a<  And  j0r  ikmt  tkni^ 
/MfT  askamyd  she  :  G  J  etc.  y  AnJ  with  t*^ 
thought  (J  tvordSfor l^urt  (d\si»med  $kt. 

670.  «riM,  I  Hj  uyde. 

670.  mote  k€  Mnvrtt  &■  niccre  tttoU  kt. 

671.  a,  G  R  tf/I 

677.  a'/MtM,  ]R  Cx.  in. 

677.  herte,  $0  o3  Cx.  Hj  83  Dg. ;  R  imnimw^h' 
rest  omit. 
679.  ^a/,  oB  wan. 
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Now  lat  us  slinle  of  Troilus  a  Ihrowe, 
That  ridcth  forth  ;  atid  let  us  tome  fiisle 
Unto  Criseyde,  that  heng  her  hed  fill  lowe, 
Ther>as  shesatallone.and  gantocastc  690 
in  she  woldc  apoynle  her  at  thelasle, 


If  it 


e  her  ( 


volde  d 


For  Tioilus  upon  her  for  to  presse. 

And.  Lord !  so  she  gan  in  her  herte  arguwe 
In  ihis  matere  of  which  I  have  you  told  ; 

And  what  lo  don  best  were,  and  what 

That  plited  she  fill  oflt  in  many  fold  : 
Now  was  her  herte  warm,  now  was  it  cold  ; 
And  what  she  thoiighte  som-what  shal  1 

As  tomynauctomlislethfor  I'endite.  Toe 

She  thoughle  Arst  that  Troilus'  persone 
Sheknewbysighte,  andekhis  gcnlilesse; 
And  also  ihoughte,  '  It  were  not  lo  done 
To  graunle  him  love ;  yit  for  his  worthi- 

It    were   honour,    with   pley   and   with 

glidn^sse, 
Tn  honeslj  with  swich  a  lord  to  dele. 
For  myn  estat,  and  also  fur  his  hele. 

■  Kk  wel  wot  I  my  kinges  sone  is  he. 
And  sith  he  hath  to  see  me  swich  del  it. 
If  I  wokle  outreliche  his  sighte  ftee,      710 
Paraunler  he  mighle  have  me  in  despil, 
Thorugh  which  I  mighte  stonde  in  worse 

plil: 
Now  were  I  wis,  me  hate  lo  purchace 
Withoutenede,tlier  Imay  stoiidcingrace? 

'  In  every  thing  I  wot  ther  li'th  mesiire  : 
For  though  a  man  forbede  dronkencsse. 
He  naught  foibel,  that  every  creature 
Be  drinkeles  for  alwey,  as  I  gesse  ; 
Ek  silh  1  wot  for  me  is  his  distresse, 

f^.  And  J  H.  A. 

6qt.   »,  Hi  G  W. 

69,.  *-.«,  «>  .1  J  R  H,  S]  Dg. :  •«<  (A«f*'- 
bcA.  tiukinix,  ta  ■<  Cx.  S^  Dl,  ;  mi  uckrvit. 
697.   —J,  G  H,  R  C.  Hi  S  man,  *. 
701.  jfrif,  it>  ■>   I  R;  G  HkAMu;  Ci.   K, 

joy  AmJ  Mia  tkivxkU.  elc,  »  H4  J  R  I  «* 
Amdmdi  Iku,,  •  Al  twn  il  Ml,  at. ;  Cx.  H, 
fi  AiidlliHi  UuHjJt,  •Alvtriitntl.tK. 


'And  ek  I  knowe,  of  longe  lime  agon, 
Ilisthewes  goode,  and  that  he  is  not  nice 
seith   men,  certeyn,  he  ii 


Too  wis  is  he  lo  don  so  giet  a  vice  ; 
Ne  als  I  n'il  him  nevere  so  cherice 
Thathe  may  make  avaunt  by  juste  cause  ; 
He  shal  me  nevere  binde  in  swich  a  clause. 

'  Now  sette  a  cas,  the  hardest  is,  y-wis  : 
Men  mighlen  demcn  that  he  loveth  me. 
What  dishonour  lo  myn  eslal  is  this?  jji 
May  ich  him  lette  of  that?     Wliy  nay, 

pardjl 
I  knowe  also,  and  alday  here  and  see. 
Men  loven  wommen  al  biaide  bit  leve ; 
And  whan  hem  list  no  more,  lat  hem  leve  ! 


'  Ek  wot  I  wel  he  worthy  is  to  have 
Of  wommen  in  this  world  the  thriftiesle, 
As  ferlinth  as  she  may  her  honour  save  ; 
For  out  and  out  he  is  the  worthiesle,  7J9 
Save  only  Ector,  which  that  is  the  besle  ; 
And  yit  his  lif  li'th  al  now  in  my  cure  '. 
But  swich  is  love,  and  ek  myn  ivenlure  ! 

'  Ne  me  lo  love,  a  wonder  is  it  nought ; 
For  wel  wot  I  myself,  so  i'-oA  me  spede, 
Al   wolde   I  that  no  man  wistc  of  my 

thought, 
I  am  oon  of  the  fairest  out  ofdrede 
And  goodlieste,  who-so  lakelb  hede  ; 

71a  mgili.  w  J  Hi  Hi  R  :  KM  namgkU. 
7.6.  aU.\<iV\«U„. 

71s-  /'K.  ■>>  J  H4  H,  k  Ci. ;  V  hiltvt.    <Sh  i. 

,;3jpr37- /"      ■  ■  .  ..  - 

tht^i  tkhc.    

toAlt  Inm  llu  lluifluiU 

jjB.  Aifir/trHL  «  ikt  may.  »  J    H|  R 
TLi  vvmmam  ii,  a  tkt;  Ci.  Hi -fl  Ttbn 

MSS.  var.  aAt<. 

.1  (r=«l  •  Tkat  I 
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And  so  men  seyn  in  al  the  town  of  Troye. 
What  wonder  is,  though  he  of  me  have 
joye? 

*  I  am  myn  owne  womman,  wel  at  ese, 

I  thanke  it  God,  as  after  myn  estat,     751 
Right  yong,  andstondeuntey'd  in  lusty  lesc, 
Withouten  jalousye  or  swich  debat : 
Shal  non  housbonde  seyn  to  me  **  Chek- 

mat  ! " 
For  either  they  l)en  ful  of  jalousye, 
Or  maisterful,  or  loven  novel  r)'e. 

*  What  shal  I  don  ?     To  what  fyn  live  I 

thus? 
Shal  I  not  love,  in  cas  if  that  me  leste  ? 
What,  pardc  !  I  am  not  religious  ! 
And  though  that  I  myn  herte  sette  at  reste 
Upon  this  knight  that  is  theworthicste,  761 
Andkepe  alwey  myn  honour  and  my  name. 
By  alle  right  it  may  do  me  no  shame  ! ' 

But  right  as  whan  the  Sonne  shincth  brighte 
In  March  that  chaungeth  ofte  time  his  face, 
And  that  acloudeis  put  with  wind  to  flighte. 
Which  oversprat  the  sonne  as  for  a  space, 
A  cloudy  thought  gan  thorugh  her  soule 

pace, 
That  overspradde  her  brighte  thoughtcs 

alle, 
So  that  for  fere  almost  she  gan  to  falle. 

That  thought  was  this :  *  Alias  !  sith  I  am 
free,  771 

Sholde  I  now  love,  and  putte  in  juparlyc 

My  sikemesse,  and  thrallen  liberty  ? 

Alias  !  how  dorste  I  thenken  that  folyc  ? 

May  I  not  wel  in  other  folk  aspye 

llir  dredful  joye,  hir  constreynt,  and  hir 
peyne  ? 

Ther  lovcth  non  that  she  n'ath  why  to 
pleyne  ! 

749.  f>,  so  J  etc.  ;  a^  etc.  is  it;  G  ist. 
751.  after ^  ]  R  <?/";  Q,x./or. 

758.  ij,  }  be  ;  a'  omit. 

759.  fitrdf^  ]y  /^rtfieux. 
759.  futt^  H.I  Cx.  nt*. 

761.  Upon  this  kttigkt,  J  vnwist  o/him. 
763.  soule,  so  J  G  y  :  o^  R  Cx.  Hs  herte. 
775.  m,  J  by. 

•jTj.  why,  so  G  Ad.  only ;  J  r<vjr(!) ;  rest  wy. 
{ll'^ey,  meaning  woe^  may  be  the  correct  reading.) 


'  For  love  is  yit  the  moste  stormy  lif, 
Right  of  himself,  that  evere  was  bigonne ; 
For  evere  som  mistrust  or  nice  stitf    -fio 
Ther  is  in  love,  som  cloude  is  oTer  that 

Sonne ; 
Therto  we   wrecched   wommen  Dodrng 

conne 
Whan  us  is  wo,  but  wepe,  and  sitte  and 

thinke : 
Our  wreche  is  this,  our  owne  wo  todrinkc 

'  Also  these  wikked  tonges  ben  so  presi 
To  speke  us  harm,  ek  men  ben  sonntrewc, 
That,  right  anon  as  cessed  is  hir  lest. 
So  cesseth  love,  and  forth  to  love  a^newe  I 
But  harm  y-don  is  don,  who-so  it  reve ! 
For  though  these  men  fbr  love  hem  fint  to- 
rende,  790 

Ful  sharp  biginning  breketh  ofte  at  coik 

<  How  ofle  time  hath  it  y-knowen  be, 
The  tresoun  that  to  wommen  hath  be  do ! 
To  what  fyn  is  swich  love,  I  can  not  see, 
Or  wher  becom*th  it  whan  it  is  a-go ; 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  wot,  I  trowe  so, 
Wher  it  becom'th  :  lo,   no  wight  on  it 

spometh : 
That  erst  was  no  thing,  into  nought  it 

torneth. 

*  How  bisy,  if  I  love,  ck  moste  I  be 
To  plesen  hem   that  jangle  of  k»*e  and 

dcmen,  Sco 

And  coye  hem,  that  they  seyn  non  haim  of 

me  ; 
For,  though  ther  be  no  cause,  yit  hem  semco 
Albc  for  harm  that  folk  hir  frendes  quemen: 
And  who  maystoppen  every  wikked ton{:e. 
Or  soun  of  belles  whil  that  they  be  rooge?' 

And  after  that  her  thought  began  to  ckre, 
And  seyde,  *  He  which  that  nothing  onder' 

taketh, 
Nothing  acheveth,  be  him  loth  or  dere.' 

781.  tha/,  G  Cx.  fhe. 

783.  we/ie  ami  sitte,  a*  Cx.  sHit  («W)  wefi- 

784.  to,  G  K  Hs  we. 

793.  hath  it  y-knovftn  Ar,  so  Cx.  Hsy:  c*  J  K 
may  men  rede  ami  see. 

800.  tiemen,  »>  a  *,  J  and  others  drtmtm. 

801.  that^  y  oimt. 

I       808.  achctftthy  y  n'acMreetJL 
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And    with   another    thought    her    herte 

quaketh  ; 
Than    slepeth    hope,    and    afler    drede 

awaketh ;  8zo 

Now  hot,  now  cold ;  but  thus  betwixe  tweye 
She  rist  her  up,  and  wente  her  for  to  pleye. 

A-doun  the  stayre  anon  right  tho  she  wente 
Into  the  gardin,  with  her  neces  three  ; 
Andupanddoun  theymaden  many  a  wente, 
Flexippe  and  she,  Tarbe  and  Antigone, 
To  pleyen,  that  it  joye  was  to  see ; 
^Vnd  other  of  her  wommen,  a  gret  route. 
Her  folwed  in  the  gardin  ai  aboute. 

This  yerd  was  lai^e,  and  railed  alle  th* 
al^es,  8ao 

And  shad  wed  wel  with  blosmy  bowes  grene ; 
Y- benched  ne  we,  and  sonded  alle  the  wey  es. 
In  which  she  walketh  arm  in  arm  bitwene ; 
Til  at  the  laste  Antigone  the  shene 
Oan  on  a  Trojan  lay  to  singen  clere. 
That  it  an  hevene  was  her  vois  to  here. 

She  seyde,  *0  Love,  to  whom  I  have  and 

shal 
Ben  humble  subgit,  trewe  in  myn  entente 
As  I  best  can,  to  you.  Lord,  give  ich  al 
For  evere  mo  myn  hertes  lust  to  rente !  830 
For  nevere  yit  thy  grace  no  wight  sente 
So  blisful  cause  as  me,  my  lif  to  lede 
In  alle  joye  and  seurt^,  out  of  drede. 

*  Ye,  blisful  God,  han  me  so  wel  biset 
In  love,  y-wis,  that  al  that  bereth  lif 
Imaginen  ne  coude  how  to  be  bet ; 
For,  Lord,  withouten  jalousye  or  strif, 
I  love  oon  which  is  most  ^ntentif 


81a.  wente  her,  J  G*  wente . 
8x3.  A-iiouH.  J  H4  R  Anddoun. 

814.  M/,  J  K  her;  tfl  a. 

815.  they^  y*  ther;  Hj  the. 
8t6.  and  sk*^^  she. 

831.  blosmy t  H4  Cx.  Hs  blasmed  (see  Rom^ 
Rostt  108). 
829.  Y-benehed,  P  R  Hb  y«  And  benched. 
835.  lay^  M  a*  J  R ;  Cx.  Hs  7^  *ong. 
834.  PV,  J  Cx.  and  others  The. 

834.  han.  J  Cx.  hath. 

835.  alt  H4  Hi  alle. 

835.  berttht  P  H4  R  beryn, 

837.  ar,  J  and, 

838.  which  is  tncstf  so  a*  J  H5  Cx.  D  CI. ;  G 
R  H.1  S  Si  which  that  is  most;  H4  A  Hi  Cp 
which  thai  most  is. 


To  ser\'cn  wel,  unwery  or  unfeyned, 
That  evere  was,  and  leest  with  harm  <lis- 
teyned.  840 

*  As  he  that  is  the  welle  of  worth inesse, 
Of  trouthe  ground,  mirour  of  goodlihed, 
Of  wit  Apollo,  ston  of  sikcmesse. 

Of  vertu  rote,  of  lust  find^re  and  hed, 
Thon^h  which  is  alle  sorwe  fro'me  ded, — 
Y-wis,  I  love  him  best,  so  doth  he  me  : 
Now  good  thrift  have  he,  wher-so  that 
he  be  I 

*\Vhom  sholde  I  thanken  but  you,  God 

of  Love, 
Of  al  this  blisse,  in  which  to  bathe  I  ginne  ? 
And  thanked  be  ye,  Lord,  for  that  I  love  ! 
This  is  the  righte  lif  that  I  am  inne,     851 
To  fiemen  alle  maner  vice  and  sinne  ! 
This  doth  me  so  to  vertu  for  t'  entendc, 
That  day  by  day  I  in  my  wil  amende. 

*  And  who-so  seith  that  for  to  love  is  vice, 
Or  thraldom,  though  he  fele  in  it  distresse. 
He  outher  is  envious  or  right  nice, 

Or  is  unmighty,  for  his  shrewednesse. 
To  love.     Lo,  swiche  maner  folk,  I  gesse, 
De&men  Love,  as  nothing  of  him  knowe  : 
They  speken,  but  they  benten  nevere  his 
bowe !  86z 

*  What !  Is  the  sonne  wers  of  kinde  right, 
Though  that   a  man,  for  feblesse  of  his 

yen. 
May  not  endure  on  it  to  sec  for  bright  ? 
Or  love  the  wers,  though  wrecches  on  it 

cryen? 
No  wele  is  worth,  that  may  no  sorwe  dryen ; 
And  for-thy,  who  that  hath  a  hed  of  vcrrc, 
For  cast  of  stones  war  him  in  the  werrc  ! 

*  But  I  with  al  myn  hcrte  and  al  my  might. 
As  I  have  seyd,  wol  love  unto  my  laste  870 
My  dere  herte,  and  al  myn  owne  knight ; 
In  which  myn  herte  growen  is  so  faste, 

840.  disteynedf  so  G  K  Cp.  and  others ;  J  and 
others  distreyned. 
843.  siiemesse,]  H4  Cx.  S  Hi  CI.  sccrenesse. 
850.  ye,  a2  J  G^  thou. 
859.  Lo,  so  J  Hi  R  ;  rest  J'^or. 
868.  Fort  «*>  J  H4  R  D ;  othtts  Fro. 
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And  liis  in  me,  that  it  shal  everc  laste : 
Al  drccUle  I  firsl  to  love  him  to  biginne, 
Now  wot  I  wel  ther  is  no  peril  inne  I  * 

And  of  her  song  right  with  that  word  she 

stente  ; 
And     ther  withal,    *  Now,    nece,*    quod 

Criseyde, 

*  Who  made  this  song  now  with  so  good 

entente  ?  * 
Antigone  answ^rde  anon  and  seyde, 

*  Madame,  y-wis,  the  goodlieste  mayde 
Of  gret  estat  in  al  the  toun  of  Troye,  88i 
And  let  her  lif  in  most  honour  and  joye. ' 

'  For-sothe  so  it  semeth  by  her  song  !* 
Quod  tho  Criseyde,  and  gan  ther-with  to 

site, 
And  seyde,  *  Lord,  is  ther  such  blisse among 
These  lovers,  as  they  conne  faire  endite  ? ' 

*  Ve,  wis  I  'quod  fresshe  Antigone  the  white, 

*  I'^or  alle  the  folk  that  han  or  ben  on-live 
Nc  conne  wel  the  blisse  of  love  discrive. 

*  But  vvene  ye  that  every  wrecche  wot    890 
The  parfii  blisse  of  love  ?     Nay,  y-wis  ! 
They  wcnen  al  be  love,  if  oon  l)e  hot  ! 

1  )o  wey,  do  wey,  they  wot  no  thing  of  this  ! 
Men  mostcn  axe  at  seintes,  if  it  is 
Aught   fair   in    hevene,    (why?    for  they 

can  telle  !) 
And  axen  fendes  if  it  be  foul  in  hclle.' 

Criseyde  thcrto  no-thing  her  answtfrde, 
but  seyde,  *  Y-wis,  it  wol  l)e  night  as  faste ! ' 
But  ever)' word  which  that  she  of  her  horde, 
She  gan  to  prenten  in  her  herte  fastc  ;    yoo 
And  ay  gan  love  her  lasse  for  t'  agaste 


874.  dreddcy  J  elc.  drcdf. 

878.  now  with,  so  J  H4  R  Ha  y  (exc.  CI.); 
others  with. 

879.  ans^vfrde  anon,  J  ancn  ansiverde ;  G^ 
emit  anon. 

884.  site  (f),  aW  sikf,  syA'g.  (Skeat's  emendation 
is  here  adopted,  to  avoid  the  assonant  rhyme.) 

891.  A'rt^',  so  a  fl  ;  )  y  l^'hy,  nay. 

896.  ojcen,  J  (J-  euccth. 

896.  ////  be.  so  a  0  ;  J  Ifj  y  is  it. 

807.  tht'rt  i  no-thift):^  h^r.  so  a  fi  (var.  onler,  J 
•*  '■-ria  her) ;  L\.  H3  y  unto  that  furpos 

P  omit ;  G  scke. 


Than  it  dide  erst,  and  sinken  in  her  bene, 
That  she  wex  somwhat  able  to  coorene. 

The  dayes  honour,  and  the  hevencs  ye, 
The  nightes  fo,  (al  this  depe  I  the  some) 
Gan  westren  fifiste,  and  doimward  for  to 

wrye, 
As  he  that  hadde  his  dayes  oours  y-rooDc: 
And  white  thinges  gan  to  waxen  doone 
For  lak  of  light,  and  sterres  for  t'  tpere, 
That  she  and  alle  her  folk  in  wente  hfat 

So  whan  it  liked  her  to  gon  to  reste,  911 
And  voided  weren  tho  that  voiden  oi^^ 
She  seyde  that  to  slepen  wel  her  leste : 
Her  women  soneuntoher  bed  her  bnwghte. 
Whan  al  was  bust  tho  lay  she  stille  aid 

thoughte 
Of  al  this  thing ;  the  maner  and  the  «ix 
Reherse  it  nedeth  nought,  for  ye  ben  wise ! 

A  nightingale  upon  a  cedre  grene 
Under  the  chambre  wal  ther-as  she  lay, 
Ful  loude  song  ayein  the  mooe  shene,  f 
Paraunter,  in  his  briddes  wise,  a  lay 
Of  love  which  that  noade  his  heite  gay: 
I  lim  herkned  she  so  longe  in  good  entente, 
That  at  the  laste  the  dede  slep  her  hente. 

And  as  she  slep,  anon  right  tho  her  metU 
How  that  an  egle,  fethered  whit  as  boo. 
Under  her  brest  his  longe  clawes  sette, 
And  out  her  herte  rente,  and  that  aooo, 
And  dide  his  herte  into  her  brest  to  gon: 
Of  which  she  nought  agroos,  nc  no-thioc; 

smerte ;  or 

And  forth  he  flcigh,  with  herte  left  itf 

herte. 

Now  lat  her  slepc,  and  we  our  tales  holti^ 
Of  Troilus,  that  is  to  palcis  riden 

908.  jg-an  to  waxtM,  so  «  ^ ;  Cx.  H)  y  trejtt^ 
dimme  and. 

910.  »«,  so  J  H5  R  Hj  y  ;  o3  G  Cx.  kmK. 

91a.  tho,  H^ythry. 

914.  uHtOf  y  tii. 

932.  which  that,  etc.,  so  a  ^  (a-  her  for  kii)\ 
Cx.  Hj  y  that  mad*  her  herte /ressh  eutd  m- 

923.  Him,  so  J  H4  R  H5 ;  a«  Her;  othcn  fkau 

924.  That,  a  etc.  Til. 

928.  rente,  H5  Hj  y  he  rente. 
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Fro  th'  like  scannuch  of  the  whichel  tolde, 
And  in  his  chambrt  sil  and  hath  abiden, 
Til  two  oi  thiee  of  his  messages  yeden 
Koi  Pandams,  and  soughten  hitn  so  Taste, 
Til  they  him  fourde  and  broughte  him  al 
the  Uste. 

This  Pandarus  com  leping  in  at  ones,  939 
And  aeyde  thus,  '  Who  hath  ben  wel  y-betc 
To-day,  with   swerdes  and  with  slinge. 

But  Tioiliu,  that  hath  caught  himan  hele ! ' 
And  gan  to  jape,  and  seydc,  '  Lord,  ye 


With  al  the  hasle  Eoodly  that  they  mighte, 
Theyspeddehemftolhesoperandtobeddei 
And  every  wight  outal  Ihedorehimdighte, 
And    wher   him  lisle  upon  his  wey  him 

spedde: 
But  Troilus,  that  Ihoughtehis  herte  bledde 
For  wo,  til  that  he  hcrde  Bom  tidlnge,    951 
Ileseyde, 'Freed,  shall  now  wepe  or  singe?' 

Quod  Pandaras,'Besli11e,and  latmeslepe. 
And  don  thy  hood ;  thy  nedes  spedde  be  ! 
And  cheet  if  thou  wolt  daunce,  or  singe, 

or  lepe  I 
At  sbortewordes,  thoushalt  trustein  me! 
Sire,  my  tiece  wol  don  wel  by  thee 
And  love  thee  best,  by  God  and  by  my 

trouthe,  9j3 

Bui  lak  of  punuit  make  it  in  ihy  slouthe ! 

'  Foe  thai  fetlbrlh  have  I  thy  werk  bigonne 
Fro  day  to  day,  lil  this  day  by  the  morwe 
Herloveoffrendshiphavel  tolheewonne. 


And  theno  hath  she  leyd  ber  feitb  lo  borwe : 
Algate  a  foot  is  hameled  of  thy  sorwe  ! ' — 
What  sbolde  I  lenger  sermoun  of  it  bolde  ? 
As  ye  han  herd  bifore,  al  he  him  tolde. 

ButrighIasflourcs,thonigh  the  cold  of  night 
Y-closed,  stouping  on  hir  statkes  lowe, 
Redressen  hemayein  Ihesonnebrighl,  969 
And  spieden  on  hir  kinde  cours  by  rowe. 
Right  so  gan  tho  his  ^en  up  to  ihrowe 
This  Troilus.  and  seyde,  '  O  Venus  dere, 
Thy  might,  thy  e™^^ p  y-beried  be  it  here  ! 


94^  <H<<(<,iaJHiG>R  Ci.  H,;  ^^ 

oio.  kiiK  s4rdM,  -A  k*  tftddt. 

a^  ilal,-*>aKta. 

95J.  «'.«JRCi.  H,;mt£r- 

9SS  <>'<»'«>,»-(J,v',>o;D.t;IU<H>iH 

-'    '■,ujMc.;at/^i(»;v 

.,  ,t.  And Irtmil  Ami Hr). 
M I,  i  I Hmm I m:  Kty/Atn 


gt6.   '™»"  ^  « 


And  t 


Pandari 


he  held  up  bolbe  bis 


And  seyde,  '  Lord,  al  thyn  be  that  I  have  ! 
For  I  am  hool  :  al  brosten  be  my  bondes  r 
A  thousanil  Troyes  who-so  thai  me  j'ave, 
Ech  after  other,  God  so  wis  me  save, 
Ne  mighte  me  so  gladen ;  lo,  myn  herte '. 
It  spredetb  so  for  joye,  it  wol  lo-sterte  ! 

■  But,  Lord,  how  shal  I  don  ?     How  shal 

Whan  shal  I  next  my  deic  heitc  see? 
How  shal  this  longe  time  awey  be  driven. 
Til  that  thou  be  ayein  at  her  fro  me  ? 
Thou   mayst   answere,    "  Abid,   abid  I " 

But  be 
That  hangeth  by  the  nekke,  soth  to  seyne. 
In  gret  disese  abideth  for  the  peyne  ! ' 

'  Al  esily,  now,  for  the  love  of  Marte  I ' 
Quod   Pandarus,    '  for  every  thing   hath 
time :  989 

So  longe  abid,  til  that  the  n^ht  departe. 
For  al  so  siket  aS  thou  li'st  here  by  me. 
And  God  to-fbm,  I  wol  be  Iher  at  prime  ; 
And  for-lhy,  werk  somwhat  as  I  shal  seyc. 
Or  on  som  other  wight  this  chaise  leye  f 


ffa.  J  J  H..oinit. 


96J.  /fa.  J  1  , 
9*7—/ GHj, 
969.  ^/«//>if.»Ht;  •>( 


>i./j«;Jandotht« 
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Have  I  not  fe)'ned,  but  emforth  my  wit 
Don  al  thy  lust,  and  shal  with  al  my  might 
Do  now  as  I  shal  seyn,  and  fare  aright ; 
And  if  thou  n'ilt,  wite  al  thy-self  thy  care ! 
On  me  is  nought  along  thyn>->'el  fare  1   looi 

'  I  wot  wel  that  thou  wiser  art  than  I 
A  thousand  fold  ;  but  if  I  were  as  thou, 
(Jod  help  me  so,  as  I  wolde  outrely 
Right  of  m)'nowne  bond  writeherrightnow 
A  lettre,  in  which  I  wolde  her  tellen  how 
I  ferde  amis,  and  her  biseche  of  routhe : 
Now   help    thy-self,  and  leve  it  not  for 
slouthc  ! 

*  And  I  myself  shal  therwith  to  her  gon  ; 
And,  whan  thou  wost  that  I  am  with  her 

there,  loio 

Worth  thou  upon  a  courser  right  anon, 
Ve  hardily,  right  in  thy  beste  gere, 
And  rid  forth  by  the  place,  as  nought  ne 

were  ; 
And  thou  shalt  finde  us,  if  I  may,  sittlnge 
At  som  windowc,  into  the  stretc  lokinge. 

*  And,  if  thee  list,  than  maystow  us  saluwe ; 
And  upon  me  mak  thou  thycountenaunce ; 
But  by  thy  I  if  be  war  that  thou  eschuwe 
To  larien  ought  !     God  shildc  us  fro  mis- 

chaunce  ! 
Rid  forth  thy  wey,  and  hold  thy  govem- 

aunce  I  1020 

And  we  shal  speke  of  thee  som  what,  I  trowc, 
WTian  thouartgon,  todonthinecresglowe  I 

'  Touching  thy  lettre,  thou  art  wisy-nough : 

I  wot  thou  n'ilt  it  digneliche  cndite, 

As  make  it  with  these  argumentcs  tough  : 


;•  RfK^'f  of,  J  f  Of. 

;.   right  ttenv,  oA  (.x.  , 


1005. 

1005.   rignt  n(nv,  a'»l.x.  ntnv. 

ioo3.  }u:t  /or  sioiti/ic,  cfi  R  Cx.  Hs  /or  no 
si'uthe. 

1009.   «//«//,  y  ifol. 

loio.  that,  so  H5  R  Cx.  y* ;  rest  omit. 

loii.  Worth  thou,  so  a^-^\  li^ Lr/r  thou ;  rest 
Worthii). 

1017.  mak  thou,  so  H4  Hr,  y*;  H^  R  thou 
tiiiike ;  rcNt  tnahi'. 

ic)i3.  that  thou,  Cx.  H,i  y  and/aste. 

1074.  r//Vwr//V//r,  soa'-^  llgy ;  \cUrkissly;  Cx. 
cUrklyi  Wxclergaly;  K /^n/^aih :  K^- digneliche 
f.e  fuyiti/irhe  (rc;wi  ?  deynousiicneX 

1075.  As,  a'^  C>r;  M^  AV ;  G  As  to. 


Ne  scrivenly  ne  craftily  thou  write ; 
Beblotte  it  with  thy  teres  ek  a  lite : 
And  if  thou  write  a  goodly  word  al  softe, 
Though  it  be  good,  reherce  it  not  too  dbt ! 

<  For  though  the  beste  harpoar  upon  live 
Wolde  on  the  beste  souned  joly  harpe  1031 
That  evere  was,  with  alle  his  fingics  fire, 
Toucheay  00  stieng,  or  ay  00  werble  haipe, 
Al  were  lus  nailes  pointed  neveresoshupe, 
It  sholde  maken  every  wight  to  dnlle 
To  here  his  glee,  and  of  his  strokes  folle. 

*  Ne  jompre  ek  no  discordaunt  thing  i-fere, 
As  thus,  to  usen  temies  of  phisik 

In  loves  termes :  hold  of  thy  matone  1039 
The  forme  alwey,  and  do  that  it  be  Uk : 
For,  if  a  peyntour  wolde  peynte  a  pik 
With  asses  feet,  and  hede  it  as  an  ape. 
It  cordeth  nought ;  so  n'eie  it  but  a  jape !' 

This  counseil  liked  wel  to  Trcnlus ; 
But  as  a  dredfiil  lover  seyde  he  this : 

*  Alias  !  my  dere  brother  Pandaruj^ 
I  am  ashamed  for  to  write,  y-wis, 
I^cst  of  myn  innocence  I  seyde  a-mis. 
Or  that  she  n'olde  it  for  dcspit  receyve : 
Than  were  I  ded,  ther  mighte  it  nothing 


weyve 


I ' 


X09B 


To  that  Tanddre  answ6rde,  « \Tf  thee  lest, 
Do  that  I  seye,  and  lat  me  therwith  goo : 
Kor,  by  that  Lord  that  formed  est  and  west. 
I  hope  of  it  to  bnnge  answere  anon 
Right  of  her  bond !     And  if  that  thoa 

n*ilt  non, 
Lat  ben  I     And  sory  mote  he  ben  his  live, 
Ayeins  thy  lust  that  helpeth  thee  to  thrive!' 

Quod  Troilus,  '  Depardieux,  I  assente ! 
Sith  that  thee  list,  I  wol  arise  and  write ! 

1026.  scrtt'enly,  so  H5  R  Cx.  ;  J  H4  acri^f:- 
isshli(che) ;  others  Sc-rrivnissk. 

1036.  thou,  so  J  H4  G<  Hs;   R   omits;  Cx. 
it;  a'iythouit. 
1034.  A/'U'ere,  so  R  only  ;  rest  Wert. 
I       1042.  hede,}  heutde. 
>       1044.  /(>,  J  Cx.  H3  omit ;  y<  HHta. 

1045.  dredful^  J  drtd. 
I       X045.  *Ow  A^,  so  H4  G^ ;  R  seyde  ;  Ja«  Hj  7  4^ 

seyde. 
I       X055.  Right,  yS  omit  (see  L  1005X 
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iod   preye  ich  wilh   good 

ihc  letlre  I  shal  endite, 
ndlhcBi,  Minerva,  Ihcwhilc, 
il  mj-  lellte  lo  devise  !' 
ilnun  and  wrol  right  in  this 


iCT  his  righte  lady  talle, 
hLi  lust,  his  sorwes  leche, 

1  ck  these  othre  leimes  all^ 
cas  ye  lovers  alle  seche  -. 

nhle  wise  as  in  his  speche 

xotnaunde  unto  her  grace  ; 

K,  il  nxeth  tnuchel  space. 

'ill  lowly  he  her  preyde  loji 
i|h,  though  he  of  his  folye 
lu  het  to  write  (  and  seyde 
adc,  or  eltes  moste  he  dye  ; 
[nn  mercy  for  lo  ciye  ; 
he  seyde,  and  leighful  loude, 
litet  worth,  and  lesse  he 


shotde  han  hLs  conning  ex- 

;  nnd  ck  he  dredde  her  so  ; 
thinesse  he  ay  acused  ;  loSi 
than  gan  he  telle  his  wo  ; 
nlinit  fir  ny  and  o  ; 
folde  in  Irouthe  alwey  him 

:  he  made,  and  gan  it  folde. 

lallc  teres  gan  he  bathe 
is  signet,  and  it  sette 
dcliverliche  and  rathe  ; 


'm\ 


\lu  ikMi,  Ci.  S  A 


!    P  (tU.r)  J  C. 
t)  Hi  G>  J  K 


Thcrwith  a  thousand  limes,  or  he  lelte. 
He  kislc  tho  the  letlre  that  he  shclte. 
And  seyde,  '  Lettre,  a.  blisfiil  desiinj  logi 
Thee  shapen  is  :  my  lady  shal  thee  see  t ' 

This  Fandar  up  therwith,  and  that  be-time 
On  morwe,  and  to  his  neces  paleis  slerte. 
Ami  seide,  'Slepe  yc,  and  it  is  prime?* 
And  gan  to  jape,  and  seide  thus  :  '  Myn 

hene, 
So  fressh  is  it  though  love  do  it  smerte, 
I  may  not  slepen  neveie  a  Mayes  morwe  '. 
I  have  a  joly  wo,  a  lusty  sorwe  1 '       1099 

Crisej'tle,  whan  that  she  her  uncle  herde. 
With  dredfitl  herle,  and  d^irous  lo  here 
The  cause  of  his  comlnge,  thus  answjide  : 
'  Now  by  your  fey,  myn  uncle,' quod  she, 

'  dere, 
What  manei  wind  gidelh  you  hider  here  1 
Tel  us  your  joly  wo  and  your  penaunce  ! 
How  fcrforth  be  ye  put  in  loves  dauDce  ? ' 

'By   God,'   quod   he,   'I  hoppe   alwey 

behinde  ! ' 
Andshelolaughe.BS  though  her  herle  biest. 
Qiio<l  Pandanis,  'Lokealweythatye  finde 
Game  in  myn  hood  !      But  herkncth  if  you 

lest.— 
Ther  is  right  now  come  into  tounc  a  gest, 
A  Grek  cspyc,  and  telleth  newe  thinges, 
For-which  come  I  to  telle  you  lidlngcs. 

'  Into  the  gaidin  go  w',  and  ye  shal  here 
Al  prively  of  this  a  long  sermoun.' — 
Wilh  that  they  wenten  arm  in  arm  i-fere 
Into  the  gardin  fro  (he  chaumbre  doun  ; 

1091.  /.fifi.  G  Dmiis ;  J  R  /  bCk 
logj.  J*  Otni/llk,  Ci.  y  /«*  Ikt  MIrt. 
109;.  Cx.  y  read :  And/iuu  h4  $u«f  Ihgt  it 
iiiu  ^std  primt. 


tioS.  n  Ihimth.  !u>  <.>  Hg  R  S :   Hj  G  and 
■*^-g*llr):  Ci.  D  *-V  li«,f*l;  )  Ad.  ^  ,/ 

nog.  al„^f  ,J,a/^,  v.]  HiCx.  M,  H]  S ;  G 

iiij.   /■\n-mH{A.  J   H,  f'tr-tfty;   Jt  fir- 


l'.  lUtneii.  K^nmt  lUif 
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And  whan  that  he  so  fer  was,  that  the  soun 
Of  that  he  spak  ther  no  man  heren  mighte, 
I  le  seide  her  thus,  and  out  the  lettre  plighte : 

*  Lo,  he  that  is  al  hoolly  youres  free    nai 
Him  recomaundeth  lowly  to  your  grace, 
And  sent  to  you  this  lettre  here  by  me  : 
Aviseth  you  on  it  whan  ye  han  space, 
And  of  som  goodly  answer  you  purch^ce. 
Or,  help  me  God  so,  pleynly  for  to  seyne, 
I  le  may  not  longe  liven  for  the  peyne  !  * — 

Ful  dredfully  tho  gan  she  stonden  stille, 
And  took  it  nought,  but  al  her  humble  chere 
Gan  for  to  chaunge ;  and  seide,  *  Scrit  ne 

bille,  ZI30 

ForloveofGod,  that  touchethswich mature 
Ne  bring  me  non ;  and  also,  uncle  dere. 
To  myn  estat  have  more  reward,  I  preye, 
Than  to  his  lust  1     What  sholde  I  more 

seye  ? 

*  And  loketh  now  if  this  be  reson^ble. 
And  lettetli  not  for  favour  ne  for  slouthe 
To  s^'n  a  soth  !     Now  were  it  covenable 
To  myn  estat,  by  God  and  by  your  trouthc, 
To  taken  it,  or  to  han  of  him  routhe. 

In  harming  of  my-self,  or  in  repreve  ?  1 140 
Ber  it  ayein,  for  Him  that  ye  on  leve  ! ' — 

This  Pandarus  gan  on  her  for  to  stare, 
And  seide,  *  Now  is  this  the  moste  wonder 
That  cvere  I  say  !  I^t  be  this  nice  fare  ! 
To  dethe  mote  I  smiten  be  with  thonder. 
If,  for  the  cite  which  that  stondeth  yonder, 
To  you  a  lettre  wolde  I  bringe  or  take, 
To  harm  of  you  !  What  list  you  thus  to 
make?  1148 

'  But  thus  ye  faren  wel  nigh  alle  and  some, 
That  he  that  most  desireth  you  to  serve. 
Of  him  ye  recche  leest  wher  he  bicome, 

J 1 10.  Of  that  hi  spak^  o'  0/his  wordes.  ther^ 
so  J  S  only  ;  II3  D  Cp.  etc.  s^iikt  (for  sfiak). 

1 119.  hercny  K  hit  hire n. 

1 1 23.  nKt  to  you,  !M)  o2  only ;  J  etc.  unti  you  ; 
others  sent  you. 

1125.  of^  a*  (J*  omit. 

1 1 30.  Scrit,  J  Cx.  .Script. 

1143.  tuoste,  y^rettt'st. 

1 148.  to,  (1  y  //. 


And  whether  that  he  live  or  dies  sienre  I 
But,  for  al  that  that  evere  I  mmy  desenre. 
Refuse  it  not ! '  quod  he,  and  hente  ber 

faste, 
And  in  her  bosom  doun  the  lettre  tbnste, 

And  seide  her,  *  Cast  it  now  awey  anon, 
That  folk  may  sen    and    gauren  on  bs 

tweyel* 
Quod  she,  *  I  can  abide  til  they  be  gon  !' 
And  gan  to  smile,  and  seide  him,  '  Eait 

I  preye  1159 

Swich  answer  as  you  list  your-selfpurveye: 
For  trewely  I  n*il  no  lettre  write  !  * — 

*  No  ?  than  wol  I, 'quod he,  <  so  jre  enditc ! ' 

Therwith  she  lough,  and  seide,  'Go  ire 

dine!' 
And  he  gan  at  him-self  to  jape  fiiste, 
And  seide,  '  Nece,  I  have  so  gret  a  pine 
For  love,  that  everich  other  day  I  fiute ! ' 
And  gan  his  beste  japes  forth  to  caste, 
And  made  her  so  to  laughe  at  his  fol,<e. 
That  she  for  laughter  wende  for  to  dye. 

And  whan  that  she  was  comen  into  halle, 

*  Now  em,*  quod  she,  *  we  wol  go  dine 

anon  ! '  n-i 

And  gan  some  of  her  wommen  for  tocalle, 
And  streight  into  her  chaumbre  gan  ^ 

gon; 
But  of  her  bisinesse  this  was  oon 
Amonges  othre  thinges,  out  of  drcdc, 
Ful  prively  this  lettre  for  to  rede. 

Aviscd  word  by  word  in  every  line, 
And  fond  no  lak,  she  thoughte  he  ooudc 

good. 
And  up  it  putte,  and  wente  her  in  to  dine; 
But  Pandarus,  that  in  a  study  stood,    nSu 
Or  he  was  war,  she  took  him  by  the  hood, 

1155.  demn  thi  lettrt,  etc,  H4  R  Cx.,  and  J  S 
{hi  tAr4ute)^d  o«  (casti) ;  G^f  tJU  ietin  doun 
he  thrasti  (Dg.  ceuti). 

1 156.  Cast  It  MOW,  a»  S  ;  I  Cast  U  ;  R  Cast  it 
not;  Cx.  Cast  it  fasti  ;  y  Now  cast  it, 

1164.  hi,  J  R  Pandare;  G  Pat^darus.  Rat 
hitnstlf  gan  ia^i  fasti. 

1 1 72.  for  to,  so  J  G  ;  a*  Cx.  omit ;  H4  H»  in 
to  ;  K  gan  she  ;  -f  to  hor. 


1174,  disittissi.    Cp.  bisimssis. 
1 181.  hitn,  D  Y^  omit ;  R  tho. 
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^nd  seide,  *Ye  were  caught  or  that  ye 
wiste !  * 

•  I    vouche  sauf  !  *  quod  he,    *  Do  what 

you  liste !  * 

Tho  wesshen  they,  and  sette  hem  doun, 

and  ete ; 
And  after  noon  fill  sleighly  Pandarus 
Oan  drawe  him  to  the  window  next  the 

strete, 
And  seide,  *  Nece,  who  hath  arayed  thus 
The  yonder  hous  that  stant  afor-yein  us  ?  * 

•  Which  hous  ? '  quod  she,  and  com  for  to 

biholde,  1189 

And  knew  it  wel,  and  whosit  was  him  tolde ; 

And  fillen  forth  in  speche  of  thinges  smale. 
And  seten  in  the  window  bothe  tweye. 
^Whan  Pandarus  saw  time  unto  his  tale, 
And  say  wel  that  hir  folk  were  alle  aweye, 

•  Now,  nece  myn,  tel  on !  *  quod  he,  •  I  seye, 
How  liketh  you  the  lettre  that  he  wrot  ? 
Can  he  theron  ?  For  by  my  trouthe  I  n'ot !  * 

Therwith  al  rosy  hewed  tho  wex  she, 
And  gan  to  humme,  and  seide,   *So  I 

trowe !  * — 
'  Aquite  him  wel,  for  Goddes  love  ! '  quod 

he.  Z300 

*  My-self  to-medes  wol  the  lettre  sowe  ! ' 
And  held  his  hondes  up,  and  fel  on  knowe ; 

*  Now,  goode  Nece,  be  it  nevere  so  lite, 
Vif  me  the  labour  it  to  sowe  and  plite.' 

*  Ye,  for  I  can  so  write,*  quod  she  tho, 

*  And  eek  I  n'ot  what  that  I  sholde  him  seye.  * 

•  Nay,  nece,*  quod  Pandire,  *  sey  not  so  ! 
Yit  at  the  leste  thanketh  him,  I  preye, 
Of  his  good-wil,  and  doth  him  not  to  deye ! 
Now,  for  the  love  of  me,  my  nece  dere, 
Refuseth  not  at  this  time  my  prey^re !  *  laix 

1189.  com^  soa'Cx.;  others  ^sn. 
1 193.  unto,  H4  onto;  J  G^  Q  to, 
1x95.  stytt  K  preye. 
X 196.  he  wrot,  so  a- ;  others  ye  wot(e). 
1 209.  yk/,  y  sat. 

1205.  y^j^or  I  can  to  write,  H5  Fui/ebly  can 
I  write.    (The  meaning  of  the  text  is  noX  evident. ) 
x3o6.  that,  so  P  R  onl^f. 
xao6.  him,  Cx.j^  to  him. 

1209.  aiui,J  G^Cx.  O. 

1 2 10.  me,  }  Qi^p)d. 
I2XX.  time,  J  a*G  fid(f). 


*  Depardieux,*  quod  she,  *  God  leve  al  be 

wel  ! 
God  help  me  so,  this  is  the  firste  lettre 
That  evere  I  wrot,  ye,  al  or  any  del  !  * — 
And  int*  a  closet  for  t*  avise  her  bettre 
She  went  allone,  and  gan  her  herte  unfettre 
Out  of  Disdeynes  prison  but  a  lite, 
And  sette  her  doun,  and  gan  a  lettre  write ; 

Of  which  to  telle  in  short  is  mjm  entente 
Th'  effect,  as  fer  as  I  can  understonde. — 
She  thanked  him  of  al  that  he  wel  mente 
Tow^rdes  her,  but  holden  him  in  honde 
She  n'olde  nought,  ne  make  her  selven 
bonde  1223 

In  love  ;  but  as  his  suster  him  to  plese 
She  wolde  ay  fain,  to  don  his  herte  an  ese. 

She  shette  it,  and  to  Pandar  in  gan  gon 
Ther-as  he  sat  and  loked  into  strete. 
And  doun  she  sette  her  by  him,  on  a  ston 
Of  jaspre,  upon  a  quisshin  gold  y-bete, 
And  seide,  *  As  wislyhelpmeGod  thegrete, 
I  nevere  dide  a  thing  with  more  peyne 
Than  writcn  this,  to  which  ye  me  con- 
streyne  1  *  1232 

And  took  it  him. — He  thanked  her,  and 
seide, 

*  God  wot,  of  thing  ful  ofte  loth  bigonne 
Com*th    ende    good !    And    nece    myn, 

Criseyde, 
That  ye  to  him  of  hard  now  ben  y-wonne, 
Oughte  he  be  glad,  by  God  and  yonder 

Sonne, 
For- why  men  seith,  **  Impressiounes  lighte 
Ful  lightly  ben  ay  redy  to  the  flighte.**  1239 

*  But  ye  han  pley*d  the  tirant  ny  too  longe. 
And  hard  was  it  your  herte  for  to  grave. 
Now  stint,  that  ye  no  lenger  on  it  honge, 
(Al  wolde  ye  the  forme  of  daunger  save). 
But  hasteth  you  to  don  him  joye  have  ; 


12x5.  ittt',  a2  m. 

12 17.  Diu/ryttes,  a'  Cx.  disr.eyMous, 
1225.  ay,  y  omit. 

X927.  into  strete,  so  J  Cp. ;  CI.  into  a  strete; 
R  to  the  strete ;  o»  etc.  into  the  strete. 
1220.  fold,  P  H^witheoM:  Ha  R  Cx.  of  gold. 
1240.  the,  y  omit. 
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For  triisteth  wel  too  longe  y-don  hardn^sse 
Causcth  (lespit  fiil  ofte  for  distresse.' — 

And  right  as  they  declamcd  this  matcre, 
Lo,  Troilus,  right  at  the  stretes  ende, 
Com  riding  with  his  tenthc  some  i-fere 
Al  softely,  and  thiderward  gan  bende  xajo 
Ther-as  they  sete,  as  was  his  wey  to  wcnde 
To  palcis-ward ;  and  Pandar  him  espi'de, 
And  scide,  '  Nece,  y-see  who  com'th  here 
ride  ! 

•  O  flee  not  in  (he  seeth  us,  I  supjwse), 
Lest  he  maythinken  that  ye  himeschuwe !' 

*  Nay,  nay  ! '  quod  she,  and  wcx  as  reil  as 

rose. 
With  that  he  gan  her  humblely  saluwe 
With  dredful  chere,  and  ofte  his  hewcs 

muwe  ; 
And  up  his  look  dcbonerly  he  caste, 
And  bckked  on  Pandiire,  and  forth  he  paste. 

C}()d  wot  if  he  sat  on  his  liors  aiight,  1761 
Or  gootlly  was  biseyn  that  iike  day  ! 
(lod  wot  whe'r  he  was  lik  a  manly  knight  I 
What  sholde  I  drecche,  or  telle  of  hisarray  ? 
Criseydc,  which  that  alle  these  ihinges  say, 
To  telle  in  short,  her  liketl  al  in- fere. 
His  person,  his  array,  his  look,  his  chere. 

His  goo<lly  maner,  and  his  gentilesse 
So  wel,  that  nevercsiih  that  she  was  born 
\e  hadde  she  swich  routhe  of  his  distresse ; 
And,  how-so  she  hath  hard  Ix^n  her-bifom, 
To  God  hoi:)e  I  she  hath  now  caught  a 
thorn,  1272 

She  shal  not  pulle  it  out  this  nexte  wike  ! 
Clod  send  mo  swichc  thornt^s  on  to  pike  I 

Pandare,  which  that  stood  her  Taste  by, 
Fclte  iren  hot,  and  he  bigan  to  smite  ; 
And  seidc,  *  Xece,  I  preye  you  hcrtcly, 
Tel  me  that  I  shal  axen  you  a  lite  : 
A  womman  that  were  of  his  deth  to  wile. 


1 747.  tit-c/anit'if,  a^  etc.  dt'clatxtl. 

•■■'53-  y~^*'*\  1  k  .f «• ;  Hj  omits;  (■  Cx.  lo. 

1257     'tui't^i^hs  a-  y*  humbly  to. 

i-'^S.   nmu'i',  o- Ci  etc.  Hf7ft\ 

1370.    i7l'/«  '1,   K  XUl'i/t  It. 

-"'"»-  /,  "io  R  y"  only  ;  rol  tunit.     H5  Tk:prc*zu 


Withoute  his  gilt,  but  for  her  lak  of  rootlrt:. 

Were  it  wel  don  ?  * — Quod  she,  *  Nay,  I? 

my  t routhe  !  *  :2:> 

*  God  help  me  so/  quod  he,  <  ye  sey  ok 

soth  ! 
Ye  felen  wel  your-self  that  I  not  lye ! 
Lo,  yond  he  rit  I ' — *  Ye,'  quod  slie,  *» 

he  doth.' — 

*  Wel, 'quod  Pandare,  *as  I  have  told yna 

thrye, 
Lat  be  your  nice  shame  and  yoar  Iblye, 
And  spek  with  him  in  esing  of  his  bene' 
Lat  nicete  not  do  you  bothe  smerte ! ' 

But  theron  was  to  heven  and  to  done!  t.K 

*  Considered  alle  thing  it  may  not  be.— 
And  why  for  spechc? — And  it  were  rk 

too  sone 
To  graunte  him  yit  so  gret  a  libertc.* 
For  plcinly  her  entente,  as  seide  she. 
Was  for  to  love  him  unwist,  if  she  migfate, 
And  guerdone  him  with  no-thing  but  with 

sighte. 

Hut  Pandarus  thoughte,  *  It  shal  not  be  90: 
If  that  I  may,  this  nice  opinioun 
Shal  not  l)en  holden  fully  yeres  imx)  I '— 
Wliat  sholde  Imakeof  thisa  longsermoun? 
He  mostc  assente  on  that  condufdoon  iw 
As  fur  the  time ;  and  when  that  it  ms 

eve, 
And  al  was  wel,  he  ros  and  took  his  leve. 

And   on   his   wey  fill   fiiiste  homwanl  be 

sjx;dde, 
And  right  forjoyehe  felte  his  hcrtedauncc 
And  Trt>ilus  he  fond  allone  a-bedde. 
That  lay,  as  don  these  lovers,  in  a  traunce 
Hi-twixen  hope  and  derk  des^peraance : 
But  Pandarus,  right  at  his  in-cominge. 
He  song,  as  who  scith,  *  Soniwhat  1  th« 

bringe  !  * 

I  a  So.  laJk  ofy  y*  lakktd, 
1283.  Mot^  a^  ne. 

1 29 1,  sf^cke^  Y*  shame, 

1292.  yit^  so  f  C  Cx. ;  rest  omit. 
1306.  thfse,  \ik*;  K\  ye.    (Se«  1,  1068.) 
1309.  .SVwTi'ia/  /  thee^  so  R  only;  Sj  Suw- 

quhat  /li'w  /;  Tlu  Lc^  sumxtfhtit  I ;  rest  u**> 
tK'hat  I. 
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And  seyde,  *  Who  is  in  his  bed  so  sonc 

•  Y-buried  thus  ?' — '  It  am  I,  frend !  *  quod 

he.  1311 

•  Who  ?  Troilus  ?     Nay,  help  me  so  the 

mone,' 
Quod  Pandarus,  '  thou  shalt  arise  and  see 
A  charme  that  was  right  now  sent  to  thee, 
The  whiche  can  thee  hele  of  thyn  acc^sse 
So  thou  thy-self  do  forth  thy  bisinesse.' 

•  Ye,  thorugh  the  might  of  God  !  *  quod 

Troilus. — 
And  Pandarus  gan  him  the  lettre  take, 
And  seide,  *  Pard^,  God  hath  holpen  us  ! 
Flave  here  a  light,  and  look  on  al  this 

blake  ! '  1320 

Lord,  ofte  gan  the  herte  glade  and  quake 
Of  Troilus,  whil  that  he  gan  it  rede. 
So  as  the  wordes  yave  him  hope  and  drede. 

But  finaly  he  took  al  for  the  beste 
That  she  him  wrot ;  for  som what  he  beheld 
On   which  he   thoughte   he   mighte  his 

herte  reste, 
Al  covered  she  the.  wordes  under  sheld. 
Thus  to  the  more  worthy  part  he  held, 
That,  what  for  hope  and  Pandarus'  biheste, 
His  grete  wo  foryede  he  at  the  leste.  1330 

But,  as  we  may  alday  our-selven  see, 
Thorugh  more  wode  or  col,  the  more  fir. 
Right  so,  encresseth  hope,  of  what  it  be, 
Therwith  ful  ofte  encresseth  ek  desir : 
Or,  as  an  ook  com'th  of  a  Htel  spir. 
So  thorugh  this  lettre  which  that  she  him 

sente, 
Encressen  gan  desir,  of  which  he  brente. 

Wherfore  I  seye  alwey  that  day  and  night 
This  Troilus  gan  to  desiren  more 
Than   he  dide  erst,  thorugh  hope,   and 
dide  his  might  1340 

13x5.  thfe  hfU,  so  R  only ;  others  fulen  ikee. 

1 3 16.  So  ikou  tky-uf/"  do  forthy  %o  R  only  ; 
a}ilx.  So  that  thou  do /ortMnuUh)  ;  y  1/  thou 
do/orthwith  eU. 

i3ai.  Lord^  so  a'  J  G3  ;  R  Cx.  y"  But, 

1333.  atidy  ^yor. 

1326.  which  Ar.  J  y  which  him. 

1332.  encresseth,  so  J  G';   others  encres  0/ 
(read?  encresse\ 


To  pressen  on,  as  by  Pandares  lore, 
And  writen  to  her  of  his  sorwes  sore  : 
Fro  day  to  day  he  let  it  not  refreyde, 
That  by  Panddre  he  som  what  wrot  or  seyde ; 

And  dide  also  his  othre  6bservaunces 
That  til  a  lover  longeth  in  this  cas  ; 
And,  after-that  his  dees  tomed  on  chaunces. 
So  was  he  outher  glad  or  seide  *  Alias  !  * 
And  held,  after  his  gestes,  ay  his  pas  ; 
And  after  swiche  answeres  as  he  hadde. 
So  were  his  dayes  sory  outher  gladde.  1351 

But  to  Pandare  alwey  was  his  recours  ; 
And  pitously  gan  ay  unto  him  pleyne, 
And  him  bisoughte  reed  or  som  socours  ; 
And  Pandarus,  that  say  his  wode  peyne, 
Wex  wel  ny  ded  for  routhe,  soth  to  seync, 
And  bisily  with  al  his  herte  caste 
Som  of  his  wo  to  sleen,  and  that  as  fieiste  ; 

And  seyde,  *  Ix>rd,  and  frend,  and  brother 
dere,  .359 

God  wot  that  thy  disese  doth  me  wo  ! 
But,  wilt  thou  stinten  of  this  woful  chere, 
And  by  my  trouthe,  or  it  be  dayes  two, 
And  God  to-fom,  yit  shal  I  shape  it  so 
That  thou  shalt  come  into  a  certein  place, 
Ther-as  thou  mayst  thy-self  preye  her  of 
grace. 

*  And  certeinly,  I  n'ot  if  thou  it  wost. 
But  tho  that  ben  expert  in  love  it  seye. 
It  is  oon  of  the  thinges  forthereth  most, 
A  man  to  have  a  leiser  for  to  preye,    1369 
And  siker  place  his  wo  for  to  biwreye  ; 
Foringood  herteit  mot  som  routheimpresse 
To  here  and  see  the  giltles  in  distresse. 

*  Paraunter  thenkestow  "  Though  it  be  so 
That  Kinde  wolde  hir  don  for  to  higinne 


1341.  Pandit  res  ^  J  etc.  Pandarus. 

1344.  he  somivhat  vvrttt,  so  R  S  only;  J  he 
som  turo/  ;  efi  Cx.  sowwhat  he  wrot ;  y**  he  ivrot 
somwhat. 

1347.  his,  y*  tht'se. 

1353-  «r  ttnto,  J  Cx.  S  ;  H4  G'  etc.  ay  to;  a^ 
alwey  to ;  y^  ay  til  him  to. 

1354.  or,  a*  R  Cx. ;  J  omits  ;  y  ami. 

1365,  preye  her,  y  her freye. 

1-^74.  tvolde  her  don /or,  so  J  H4  R  and  Cx. 
(omit  her) ;  others  var. 
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To  han  a  mancr  roulhe  upon  my  wo, 
Scitli  Daunger,  Nay,  thou  shalt  me  ncverc 

winnc  ! 
St)  rewlelh  her  her  hertes  gost  withinnc, 
That,  though  she  bende,  pt  she  slant  on 

rote  : 
What  in  effect  is  this  unto  my  bote  ?  " 

•  Thenk  her-ayeins,  whan  that  the  sturdy 

ook,  1380 

On  which  men  hakketh  ofte  for  the  nones. 
Received  hath  the  happy  falling  strook, 
The  grete  s weigh  doth  it  come  al  at  ones, 
As  don  these  rokkes  or  these  milne-stones ; 
For  swifter  cours  com'th  thing  that  is  of 

wighte. 
Whan  it   descendeth,  than  don   thinges 

lightc. 

'  But  ree<l  that  Iwwcth  doun  for  every  blast 
Fill  lightly,  cesse  wind,  it  wol  arise ; 
But  so  wil  not  an  ook  whan  it  is  cast. — 
It  nedcth  mc  not  longe  thee  forbise.    1390 
Ml-ii  shal  rejoysen  of  a  gret  emprise, 
Achcvcd  wel,  and  stant  withoutcn  doute, 
Al  han  men  licen  the  lenger  ihcr-alwute. 

*  But,  Troilus,  now  tel  me,  if  thee  lest, 
A  thing  which  that  I  shal  now  axen  thee  : 
Which  is  thy  brother  that  thoulovest  bcsle. 
As  in  thy  verray  hertes  privete?'  1397 
'  V- wis,  my  brother  Deiphebus,  'quodhe.  — 
(^uod  Fandarus,  *  Or  houres  twyes  twelve, 
lie  shal  thee  ese,  unwist  of  it  him-selve. 

'  Now  lat  m'allone,  and  werken  as  I  may  !* 
QuckI  he ;  and  to  Deiphebus  wente  he  iho, 
Which  hadde  his  lord  and  grete  frend  ben 

ay  ; 
Save  Troilus  no  man  he  lovetl  so. 
To  telle  in  short,  withouten  wordes  mo, 


1376. 
1.^83. 

>383. 
1381. 
1387. 
M87. 
k  /'ro. 
13'jo. 

I  • '  » 


.V/iy,  J  omits ;  a^  than, 
lioth,  J  C;2  ntakitk. 
i*,  {)  y  it  t0. 
conic,  a^  CI  ilx./alle. 


Hut,  so  a  /3  ;   H4  As  :  y*  Atui ;  y^  For. 
/or,  so  J   P  H4  y ;   H.J  G  Cx.  Hs  with  ; 

lotit^e  thee,  y  thee  lon^c  to. 

nori:  SO0  ;  o'<^  S  A  omit  :  y  yet  (Hi  thnt). 

«<■>  J  ;  othiT->  var. 

^Mot/  /\tH.tar«s,    R  Cx.  y*  Xow  quad 


Quod  Pandarus,  '  I  preye  ytxi  that  ye  be 
Frend  to  a  cause  which  that  toucbeth  ox.' 

'  Yis,  parde ! '  quod  Deiphebus,  *wel  tbot 

wost, 
In  al  that  evere  I  may,  and  God  to-forc, 
Al  n'ere  it  but  for  man  I  love  roost,    i4>3 
My  brother  Troilus.      But  sey  wheiiioR 
It  is  ;  for  sith  the  day  that  I  was  bore 
I  n'as,  ne  nevere  mo  to  ben  I  thinke, 
Ayeins  a  thing  that  mightetheefor-thinke.' 

Pandire  gan  him  thanke,  and  tohim  seyde. 
<  Lo,  sire,  I  have  a  lady  in  this  toun. 
That  is  my  nece,  and  called  is  Criseydc, 
Which  some  men  wolden  don  opprcsskxm, 
And  wrongfully  han  her  possessioun :  1419 
Wherfore  I  of  your  lordship  yya  bisedie 
To  ben  our  freiMl,  withouten  more  spcchf.' 

Deiphebus  him  answerde,  '  O,  is  not  this 
That  thou  spek'st  of  to  me  thus  strai^ly 
Crlscyda,  my  frend  ! »— He  seide,  •  Yii' 
*Than  nedeth,'quod  Deiphebus,  *hardil} 
No  more  of  this,  for  trusteth  wel  that  I 
Wol  ben  her  champioun  with  spere  aou 

yerde : 
I  roughte  not  though  alle  her  foos  it  herd;. 

*  But  tel   me   how — thou    wost    of  ihi^ 
mat^e —  14?^ 

It  mighte  best  availen  ! ' — *  Now  lat  sec  •* 
QuckI  Pandarus,  *  If  ye  my  lord  $0  derr 
Wolden  as  now  do  this  honour  to  me 
And  preyen  her  to-morwe,  lo,  that  she 
Come  unto  you  her  pleintes  to  devise, 
Iler  adversaries  wolde  of  it  agrise. 

*  And  if  I  more  dorste  pre>'e  as  now. 
And  chargen  you  to  han  .«io  gret  tra^-aile 
To  han  some  of  your  brethren  here  with 

you 

141a.  the,  V-f  thai. 

1493.  thuSf  H4  R  Cx.  CI.  TO. 

i4«6.  0/tkht  y^  t0  s^kf. 

1429.  h07v  thoft,  so  J  H4  C;«  Ad.  .  o*  R  Cx.  *•» 
/or  thou  ;  y  thou  that. 

1439.  e/I  H4  R  Cx.  omit ;  y  ai. 

1430.  //,  H4  omit<  ;  Cx.  /  ;  y*  Hew  /. 

1430.  Mighte,  R  Cx.  might*  her, 

1431.  And,  so  J  H4  C  ;  rest  TV. 
I       1436.  preye,  Cx.  -^fi  prrye  you, 
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That  mighlen  in  her  cause  be!  availe,  1439 
Than  wot  I  wel  she  mighle  nevere  (ailc 
For  lobenholpen,  what  at  youi  ioslaunce, 
What  with  hei  othre  Aendes  govemAunce. ' 

Deiphjbus.'which  that  comenwasof  kinde 
To  alle  honour  and  bounlj  to  consente, 
Answjrdc.'Ilshalbedon!  And  lean finde 
Yit  grelter  help  lo  this,  in  myn  entcnle  ! 
Whal  willow  seyn,  if  for  Eleyne  I  lente 
Tospckeofthis?  I  trowc  it  be  the  beste ; 
For  she  may  leden  Paris  as  her  lesle.  1449 

*  Of  Ector,  which  that  ismy  lord,  my  brother, 
It  nedeth  nought  to  preye  him  frend  to  be ; 
For  I  have  herd  hiDi,oo  time  and  ek  other, 
Speke  of  Criseydc  swich  honour,  thai  he 
May  seyn  no  bet;  swich  bap  to  him  hath 
she. 


'  Spek  thou  Ihy-self  also  lo  Troilus 
On  my  bihalve,  and  prey  him  wilb  us 
dine.' —  1458 

'Sire, al  Ihisshal  be  don! 'quod  Pandanis; 
And  took  his  leve,  and  nevere  gan  to  fine, 
But  to  his  neces  hous,  as  streight  as  line, 
I  le  com  ;  and  fond  her  fro  (he  mete  arise  \ 
And  setle  him  doun,  and  spak  tight  in  this 

lleseide,  'OvenayGod,  sohavelronnc! 
Lx>,  nece  myn,  see  ye  not  how  I  swele  ? 
I  n'ot  whe't  ye  the  more  thank  me  conne  ! 
Be  ye  not  «rar  how  felse  Poliphete 
Is  now  about  eft-sonca  Ibr  to  plete. 
And  bringe  on  you  advocacyes  newe  ? ' — 
*  I  7  No  ! '  quod  she,  and  chauDged  al 
her  he  we.  i47>> 


.43*  .-,C».™iu;Y»to. 
xni-f"  EUym  /,  »  J  Ml  C>.  S  Ad.  Du,; 
"  MSS-'^f^' J  G» ;  H4  «*«  U  Wt  u  ™r. 
T4«e.  »%>.  P  Gl  udr;   J  mtsr;   Mbin 


Vit  ufhim.selven nothing  woldel  recche, 
N'ere  it  for  Antenoi  and  Eneas, 
That  beo  his  frendes  in  swich  maner  cas, 
Bui,  for  the  love  of  God,  myn  uncle  dere. 
No  fbrs  of  thai,  lal  him  have  al  i-fere  ! 


For  I  have  ben  right  now  at  Deiphebus, 
Al  Ector  and  mine  othre  lordes  mo,   1481 
And  shortly  maked  ech  of  hem  his  fo  ; 
That  by  my  thrift  he  shai  it  nevere  winne, 
For  aught  hecan,  whanthatsohebiginne.' 

And,  as  they  casten  what  was  best  to  done, 
Deiphf  bus,  of  his  owne  cunesye. 
Com  her  to  preye,  b  his  propre  persone. 
To  holde  him  on  the  morwe  cotnpanye 
Al  diner,  which  she  n'olde  not  denye, 
But  goodly  gan  to  his  prey^re  obeye.  149a 
He  thank^  her,  and  wente  upon  bis  weye. 

Whan  thb  was  don,  this  Pandai  up  anon. 
To  telle  in  short,  and  forth  he  ganto  wende 
To  Troilus,  as  stille  as  any  ston  ; 
And  al  this  thing  be  tolde  him  word  and 

And  how  that  he  Deiphebus  gan  to  blende. 
And  seide  him,  '  Now  is  lime,  if  that  thou 


Toberetheewel  tc 


'  Now  spek,  now  prey,  now  pitously  com. 

Lei  not  for  nice  shame,   or   dtede,   or 
slouthe !  IS" 

Som  time  a  man  mot  telle  hvi  ownc  peyne  ! 
Bileve  it,  and  she  shal  han  on  thee  toulbei 
Thou  shall  be  saved  bythyfeith  in  trouthe  ! 
But  wel  wot  I  that  thou  ait  now  in  drede. 
And  what  it  is  I  leye  I  can  a'tedc  '. 


,.,i.  kim-uh^  (t),  all  kiM.,il/{i,) :  J  >a<~^rO 

■igkl :  G  himuU-jtil. 

t47}.  vMildt,  Cp.  Hi  «  wcldt. 

T431.  ta^ud.  u  I  Cp.  tie. :  olhen  >»a4r). 

lyio.  Ltt.  at  R  Cx.  Levi. 

IS04.  Ikal,  VI  I  r,t  S  H]  :  ml  omll. 
lyH-  ".H,>,-  H,  RCi./>ia. 


'^'7-1 575 


TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE 


KOKH 


T 


F'*f  Sy  my  chonrs  mosten  folk  esp}'C 
T  r*;*?  i',{  r..;r  love  is  that  I  fare  amis  ;    1508  ; 
■/irrjA/i'i':  I  levcrcun wist  for  son%'edye." — 
Vow  ♦hir.k  not  sr^  for  thou  dost  grei  folye; 
\  'if  r  ri^jht  now  have  founden  00  man^ 
Of  il':iijhtc,  for  to  covercn  al  thy  chere. 

*  Thou  shalt  Ron  over  night,  and  that  as 

blive, 
I/nto  Ix-ipht-bus*  hous,  as  thee  to  pleyc. 
Thy  mala/ lye  awey  the  bet  to  drive. 
For- why  thou  semcst  sik,  soth  fortoscjre. 
Sonc  after  that,  doun  in  thy  bed  thee  leye. 
And  scy  thou  mayst  no  lenger  up  endure, 
*\nd  ly  right  there,  and  byd  thjn  aventure. 

*  Sey  that  thy  feverc  is  wont  thee  for  to 

take  1530 

The  same  time,  and  lasten  til  a-morwe ; 
And  lat  sec  now  how  wcl  thou  canst  it 

make. 
For,  jiarde,  sik  is  he  that  is  in  sorwe  ! 
Cio  now,  farwcl !  and,  Venus  here  to  borwe, 
I  ht»ix;,  an<l  ihou  this  purpos  holde  ferme, 
Thy  grace  she  shal  fully  tlicr  conferme  ! ' 

Quwl  Tr«>iluN,  *  V-wis,  thou  nedcles 
Counseiiost  me  that  siklich  I  me  fe)'ne, 
F'or  I  am  sik  in  emest  douteles,  1529 

So  that  wel  nigh  I  siervc  for  the  peyne  I  * 
Quod   Tandarus,  *  Thou  shalt  the  bettre 

plcync. 
And  hast  the  lasse  nede  to  contrefcte. 
For  him  men  demen  hot,  that  men  seen 

swole  I 

*  Lo,  hold  thee  at  thy  tristc  clos,  and  I 
Shr»l  wcl  the  deer  unto  thy  bo  we  drive  I ' 
Ther-witJi  he  t(X>k  his  leve  al  softely. 
And  Troilus  to  paleis  wentc  blive, 

So  glad  nc  was  he  nevere  in  al  his  live  ; 
And  lo  Panddrcs  reed  gan  al  assente,  1539 
And  to  Deiphcbus'  hous  at  night  he  wente. 

i«;o7.  cherts.  J  if  res :  a^  R  Cx.  chert. 

151;.  as  h^ive,  so  a^  Cx.  S ;  J  etc.  hyljrve ; 
other-i  tivvc. 

1517.  S.*He.  a-Cl.  5'i»;  y  Ami. 

\l7t.  ful.y  ther,  I  K  thee  fully  ther;   ('»  Cx. 
thee  fully.     C.v.  /»/'a-.<l  (;  ThyH  for  Thy. 

I5J2.  ned'  /'».  Hj  \\\  netfe. 

Fanddres,  S'j  H^  G  D ;  others /'aWarxx 


What  nedcth  yoa  to  tcUen  al  the  dme 
That  Dctphebus  onto  his  brother  made. 
Or  his  acccsse,  or  his  sikly  manere; 
How  men  gan  him  with  clothes  for  to  lade 
NVhan  he  was  leyd  ;  and  how  men  vdde 

him  glade? 
Bat  al  for  nought :  he  hdd  IbrthaytbevK 
That  ye  han  herd  Fandaie  or  this  devise. 

But  certein  is,  or  TroDus  htm  Icyxk, 
Deiph^bos  had  him  |jie>'ed  over  night  154; 
To  ben  a  frend  and  helping  to  Criseydc . 
God  wot  that  he  it  graunted  axioo  rigfai. 
To  ben  her  fulle  frend  with  al  his  m^t : 
But  swich  a  nede  was  to  prcye  him  theimc. 
As  for  to  bidde  a  wood  man  for  to  renne ! 

The  morwencom,and  neigfaengantbeiinK 
Of  mel-tid,  that  the  fidrc  Qaeene  Eleyne 
Shoop  her  to  ben  an  houre  after  the  prime 
With  Deiphebus,  towhomshen'oldefe>ix: 
But  as  his  suster,  homly,  soth  to  seyne. 
She  com  to  diner  in  her  plejne  entente: 
But  God  and  Pandar  wiste  al  what  this 
mente.  1541 

Com  ek  Crisejrde,  al  innocent  of  this, 
Antigone,  her  suster  Tarbc  also. — 
But  flee  we  now  prolixite  best  is, 
For  love  of  God,  and  lat  us  fiiste  go 
Right  to  th'  effect,  ^-ithouten  tales  mo 
Why  al  this  folk  assembled  in  this  place : 
And  lat  us  of  hir  saluinges  pace  !        i5t3 

Gret  honour dide  hem  Deiphebus certeyne. 
And  fcddehem  wel  withal  thatmigfateUke; 
But  evere-mo  *  Alias  !  *  was  his  refreyne, 
•  My  gfxle  brother  Troilus,  the  sikc, 
Li'th  3rit !  *    And  therwithal  he  gan  to  sike, 
And  after  that  he  peyned  him  to  glade 
1  lem  as  he  mighte,  and  chere  good  he  made. 

1543.  sikh^  J  etc.  siklich{e\. 
154^  k.td  him freyedy  J  ij!*l\^JkmJdr{yi/te\d 
l:im. 

1 550.  a/rendj  J  G«  gcod/rtmd  ;  Si  gotfd  Uri. 

1551.  it,  J  G'  Hj  omit. 

1553.  n-as,  so  a*  y* ;  J  Si  mu  it;  Cx.  .\d.  Da 
it  Tfos;  G  was/cr:  R  wax  that, 
1557.  .TAivA  y^Sku/i{f) 
1561.  a",  tfl  R  Cx.  n^m. 
1 56 1,  this,  a^  it. 
1575.  k^  made,  ««  R  Cx.  G  Arm  maJ^. 


A1% 


TROILUS  AND  CRISBYDE 


Coni|>leyncd  ek  Eleyne  of  his  sikn^sse 
So  feithfully,  that  |iit*  was  to  here ; 
And  every  wiglit  gan  waxen  far  accesse 
A  leche  anon,  and  seide, '  Id  this  manure 
Men  curen  folk.' — '  Thi$  channe  I  wol 

Ihee  lere.'  ijBa 

But  Iher  sat  oon,  al  list  her  not  to  techc, 
That  Ihoughle,  'Best  coude  I  yit  bea  his 

leche ! ' 


After  compleynte, 
As   folk  don  yil. 


him  gonnen  they  t 


a  wight  hath 


To  preiseaman.andupwilhprishimjreise 
A  thousand  fold  yit  hyer  ll^an  the  sonne  : 
'  He  is,  he  can,  that  fewe  lord«  conne ! ' 
And  Pandanis,  of  (hal  (hey  wolde  afleime, 
lie  nought  focgatbii  pieisin^;  toconferme. 

Ilerde  olwey  (his  Criseyde  wel  y-noi^h. 
And  eveiy  word  gaii  for  to  noiifye  ;  i^i 
Kor  which  with  sohre  chere  her  hertc  lough; 
For  who  is  it  that  n'olde  her  glorifye 
To  mowcn  swich  a  knight  do  live  or  dye  P 
But  al  passe  I,  lest  ye  too  tonge  dwetle. 
For  for  oo  fyn  is  ai  that  evere  I  telle. 

The  time  com  fro  diner  fur  to  rise  ; 
And  as  hem  ougbte  arisen  everychon. 
And  gonne  a  while  of  (his  and  that  devise. 
But  Pandanis  brak  al  this  speche  anon. 
And  seide  to  Deiphibus,  '  Wol  ye  gon. 
If  i(  your  wille  be,  as  I  you  preyde,    1603 
To  speke  here  of  the  nedes  of  Criseyde  ? ' 

Eieyne,  which  that  by  the  bond  her  held. 
Took  first  the  tale,  and  seide,  >Go  we  blive!' 
And  goodlj  on  Criseyde  the  biheld, 

t^ri-  tlutlfili,  }il  ^lii  Tit.  VhU  <l /tU :  Cf 

'  isSj.  i/.H,»»op.Li. 

■  sSj-  kiiaM.lCx.lkalan. 

-    -"l>/,<oJGonlT;RDu.D|. 


alilfU:-fiMlH 


t.  Jc,}^ 


toffy:  **Ftr:  }  H,  GfBKt/r^. 


■Tel  thou  thy  neces  cas,'  quod  Deiphebus 
Torandanis.'fotthou  canst  best  it  telle.' — 
'  My  lordcs  and  my  ladies,  it  stsnt  thus  : 
What  sholde  I  lenger,'  quod  he,  '  do  you 

dwelle?'— 
He  rong  hem  out  a  proces  lik  a  belle 
Upon  her  fo,  that  bighte  Poliphete, 
So  heinous,  that  men  mighte  un  it  spetc. 

Answirdeofthisechweisofhemthan  other, 
And  Poliphete  they  gonnen  thus  towarien, 
'An-honged  be  swich  oon,  were  he  my 

brother,  i««> 

And  so  he  shal,  for  it  ne  may  not  varicn  '. ' 
What  shotde  I  lenger  in  this  tale  tatien  ? 
Pleinlich,  at  ones,  alle  they  her  highten 
To  ben  her  frcnd  in  al  that  evere  they 

mighten. 

Spak  than  Eleyne  and  seide,  '  Pandarus, 
Wot  ought  my  lord  my  brother  this  materc, 
I  mcne  Ector?  Or  wot  it  Troilus?' 
Heseide,  'Ye  1  But  wol  ye  now  me  here? 
Me  thinketh  this,  si(h  Tioilus  is  here,  ifei) 
It  were  good,  if  that  ye  wolde  assentc. 
She  tolde  hei'Seif  him  al  (his,orshewenlc. 

'  For  he  wol  have  the  more  her  grief  at  herte 
By  cause,  lo,  that  she  a  lady  is. 
And,  byyourleve,  I  wol  but  in  right  sleric 
And  do  you  wi(e,  and  that  anon  y^wis, 
If  that  be  slepe,  or  wile  ought  here  of  this. ' 
And  in  he  lep,  and  sride  him  in  his  ere, 
'God  hare  thy  soule  I  V-broughi  have 
I  thy  here  I ' 

l«l6.  [J/VM,  J  HjCR  I'Mtl. 
itig.  rsiwo.  ii>RCjl.fil>I. 
1611.  >I,  >>CI.  «c. 

i««.  l*H,iii»,toKC!i.Hiac.;a,3iiiiliUl; 
}  Cp.  CI.  etc.  Ml.  ri(*  rMaf. 
163a.  r™/,  R  'it^l  gift- 
^<.Ts.  '-,.'<f*f,»jGR«c.:Hji::».«;.»a. 

i«37-  It/iylt/li. 
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?i  J ■•::«;  Lr.  al  her  z«>xiiv  s-.'-iO  »:»«: 
■  lor.  him  salue,  atA  w.-^innvir.Iv  :■.■  i'iv\i. 
XtA  iei'if,  •  Y-wi*.  ye  m- .»:«.•  .I'^^i:  injc! 
N.'»",  iV.ir-:  br.-»h«;r.  t>e  al  h'.""/i,  I  Jt>c"' 
.Vnii  ;rin  her  arm  riirh:  over  bis  shul'icr 

.Vr-«i  hiir.  •*:".>.  j.1  ker  wi:  :•?  rcc."iiJ-i^.c 
.Vs  she  t^e^:  coui-ic.  she  pu:  him  despone- 

'^■-  .i::er  this  .^U'.ni  ^he,  •  Wc  yxi  biit'w.'. 
^I■.•  -idr-:  '■  r-^cher  Deiphebus  a^-i  I. 
r:r  I-.v-i   .:'  G-xi— ir.-l  s-j  doth  Ym'si 

e!-».e — 
7"  >in  c.-^.-ti  I'-ri  ar.'i  freso.  right  hcr:-ij 
".  -:?  Crisev<:C.  which  th-i:  oerteinlv  ir? 
*.  .■•_-:;i«>;Os  »  ro-.g.  as  i^  •  -■:  wcl  here  PantliK, 
Tha:  car.  her  cas  wel  bet  ihaii  I  decort- 
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Thi:*  Fa=>:ar-5  gar.  re  wo  Ms  tongc  aSic, 
.v.-  ■-  C  her  j:l<  r-hcrM..  and  iha:  an-  r- 
V.  >j.-  •:  was  seid.  •s.-ne  after  in  a  whiie. 
■■■  •:  Tr  ^il-a*.  *  -\*  5«>r.e  as  I  mav  c"- 
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>i:>:ene.* 

■  \    *  ^N  li  'hr!:*.  have  ye  ! '  quvxi  Elirjiic 

•.h.;  '^'■.:t'e:;e. 

'.  .;  Far.-.:aru>.  *  .Vn<i  it  vour  uilic  le. 
r"\i-.  ?;*i  n-.iy  Mxe  her  leve  or  thai  sl« 

■  V.  .!"■.<»  r-!  f  rl^i'li-.'  ih'-k  qu'.H'  ho.  :■  * 
"  r"  ■.-.i:  >he  ^-rjjhO-saur"  I'l^r  ;.>  '.lo  >•'!" 
A  •-  •  \v::h  : hat  word  i^uiyiTroil-js.  'Vetwa. 
I"'.:-  -e":u.-4  ar.d  my  fuller.  Ice:* an- i  licrci 
r .  \ .  u  have  I  to  sreke  of  oo  maitre. 
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A&O 


mo/IMS  AND  CRISEYDB 


1697-1757 


The  caj^  of  a  Itetis  and  a  letlre 
That  Eclor  hadde  him  sent,  lo  axen  reed 
Ifswich  a  maa  was  worthy  to  ben  deed, 
Wot  I  not  who :  but  in  a  grislich  wue 
He  preyed  hem  anon  on  it  avise.         1^1 

Deiphjhus  gan  this  leltre  to  unfolde 
In emest gret ;  sodideEleynelheQueene; 
And  roming  outward,  faste  it  gan  biholde, 
Dounwaid  a  sleire,  and  in  an  herbergrene 
This  iike  thing  Ihey  redden  hem  bitwcne ; 
And  largely  the  mountaunce  of  an  houre 
They  gonne  on  it  to  rcden  and  10  poure. 

[  Now  lat  hem  lede,  and  tome  we  anon 
I  To  Pandarus,  that  gan  ful  laste  prye  ijio 
That  al  was  wel ;  and  out  he  gan  (o  gon 
Into  Ihe  grele  chaumbre,  and  thai  in  hye, 
And  seide,  '  God  save  al  this  componye  ! 
Com,  nece  tnyn,  my  lady  Queens  Eleyne 
Abtdeth  you,  and  ek  my  lordi^s  iweync. 

'  Ris,  tak  with  you  your  nece  Antigone 
Or  whom  you  list, — or  no  fore,  hardily: 
The  lassc  pies,  the  bet. — Com  forth  with 

And  lokc  that  ye  ihonken  humblely  1719 
Hem  alle  three  ;  and  whan  ye  may  goodly 
Your  time  see,  laketh  of  hem  your  levc, 
Lest  we  loo  longe  his  restes  him  birevc.' 


It  of  Pandains'  entente, 
ij  Quod  iho  Criseyde,  '  Go  we,  uncle  deie  ! ' 
^  And  arm  inarm  inward  with  him  she  wenle, 
E  Avised  wel  her  wordw  and  her  chere  j 
B  And  Pandatus  in  emestful  manure  tfj 
f  Seide,  '  AUc  folk,  for  Goddts  love  I  preye, 
L^tintelh  right  here,  and  softely  you  pleye. 


,7^  -™.JH«OC../r. 


And  inward,  thus  %  '  Ful  softely  biginne, 
Nece,  I  conjure;  and  heyly  you  defendc. 
On  His  half  which  that  soule  lis  alle  sendc, 
And  in  the  vertu  of  corouncs  tweyne, 
Sle  not  this  man,  thai  hath  for  you  this 

'  Fy  on  Ihe  devil !  Thmk  which  oon  he  b, 
And  in  what  plit  he  li'lh  !  Com  off  anon  1 
Thenk  al  swich  taricd  tide,  lost  il  is  ! 
That  wol  ye  bothe  se)Ti  whan  ye  ben  oon  ! 
Secoundely  ther  yit  devineth  non  1741 
Upon  you  two  :  com  off  now,  if  ye  conne  ! 
WTiil  folk  is  blent,  lo.al  the  lime  is  wonne  \ 

'  In  titeringe,  in  pursuit,  and  delayes. 
The  folk  derine  at  waiting  of  a  sire  ; 
That,  though  ye  woldc  ban,  after,  merie 

Than  dar  ye  nought  [  and    why  ?     For 

she  and  she 
Spak  swich  a  word ;  thus  looked  he  and  he ! 
I.est  lime  I  loste,  I  dar  nought  with  you 

dele :  .749 

Comofflherfore.andhringeihhimloliele!' 

But  now  to  you,  ye  lovers  ihat  ben  here, 

Wa>!  Troilus  nol  in  a  cankerdort, 

Thai  lay,  and   mightc  whispring  of  hem 

And    thuughte,    'O    Lord,    right    now 

rennclh  my  soil. 
Fully  to  deye,  or  ban  anon  confoit  I' 
And  was  the   Urste  time  he  sholde  her 

preye 
Oflove:  OmighlyGod,whalshalheseye? 

1731.  !fia,  1  H.G O  lie 
1714.  M/wuTk  Hal,  u  C(.  S  cic:  K  Hi 
M,al/i\ai:  }  H.eii.  h^ffihsi. 

15w!  /^',  Ion  il  T,'k'^'> lUMl  Ci.  {omii  i/i : 
I  iii>d  Dihcn  riAtX  *"/  hit  it  {-yi. 

■  744.  if,  »  ■>  Ci. :  K  aiJ  I. ;  J  G  y  »>/. 

1?^  li^/,'Z  H^Hs  B  :  J  "H^-  !■"■ 

I7;i.  «•((»/»-/.  sua'Cx,  :   J  tK.  cantuierl. 

I7S6.  And,  Hi 


17(6.  And,  Hi^WiV. 


I  . 


I  ■  /#■ 


TROILUS  ASD  CkiSEYDE 


X. 


\;\:.  'A  •  ,,-  ::i'^  T  roil  us, 
.  .  i-ir.-  W:\w,SvK.i\.  re'Kcningc     xdfo 
.'  .  irior.  i'  K]f.-yneand  Deiphcbiis, 
.  :•:  I'l'.-rii,  '  .S'>  iher  be  no  taryin^ 
r-.  ;«r':<:i,  he  wol  wel  that  jrebnngie 
r.  •/'!•:  :t!ion.  my  l.vly,  that  is  here, 
\w\  ;i .  he  may  endure  he  wol  her  here. 

M/=p  w/.-i  yc  wot  the  chaumbre  n^is  but 

Aii'l  f'-A<':  f'jlk  may  lightly  make  it 
N'l.v  lok'.'ih  yc,  for  I  wol  ban  no  wite 
T'i  hrin;.^:  in  prces  that  mi^ite  dOB  1" 

harm 
<  >r  hiiii  rliscsen,  for  my  bettr^ann  * 
Whr:  r  it  lie  Ijct  »h'  abicU  til  eft- 
Nr>w  Uikt'ih  yc  that  knowte  wh 

is. 


I 


'  I  sryt!  for  me,  bert  is,  .1 
Thai  Md  wi^rht  in  ne  wi 
hut  it  were  I ;  for  I 
kclicrsc  her  cas,  inii 
Ari'l  :iftcr  thu  si- 
Ti>  iK-n  grxxl  I'-r-* 

leve ; 
This  may  n<'i 


^.  .i:vlure. 

,  ..^Idde. 
.,*  ;i\-en  alle 


•Anrlfk. 
His  est'-. 
Kk  oil  ■ 
lie  « 


.  „>  him  matle 
..  ,vHX  list  ay  ye 
.  .v-versite,         19 
.  ^.^"*  vlown  him  sente 
.^  whom  you  list  he 


< 


Th: 
Ai 

\ 


^ACti  of  his  ire, 
V  -lukcn  hertcs  digne  ; 
.,  ^e  wol  sette  a-fire, 
.- '  .'^  ^v-tK'.  and  vices  they  rcsignc ; 
A>^^•    *  *■  ^uneis   ben,   fresshc   and 


.-'^ 


.1 


K»we,  after  a  wight  en- 


Eleyne  in  al  her  goc'' 

« 

(.;an  him  aJae^  ar 

.\ndseide.«Y.- 

Now,  &iie  hr 

:.»Ik  anwndrfll 

And  gan  ^ 

1* 

.iriichowiiTM!;- 

Andh' 

".ly  lie  lo\"CtbhcK. 

Ass^ 

!  n«n  that,  coni*.VJ 

\  .iMi  he  hath  your  might  him 
^    \l.M^ih. 

I  itfgnc  and  hous  in  unite  ; 
*^  '^at-fci  cause  of  frondslup  l)en  also  ; 
'  .AC  al  th'ilko  covercil  qualite       31 

<  4iiiti  11.  J-4'>.    This  aiMtstrophe  to  Venus. 
■HTl  W**  B.xKItfN<s  (.f  love,  is  .ndaptctl  by 
V  "^  Awn  «  spt-ivh  of  Trt.il us  in  FihvtraUu 
^  jTcx.  Hs  omit. 

%(Boc.),  all  ktm, 
[|  Cx.  kymi  \\\  oniit>;   Ph.  hyt: 


::.\  >t;t  in  imivcrs: 
1  liy  hem  that  lovers  *-«. 
-:iivL'th  with  youhaibt^* 


IS 


.  Lilly  bright,  for  thy  beni^^iitc. 
A I  reverence  of  hem  that  ser\en  thee,  * 
Whos  clerk  I  am,  so  tcchcth  me  dt\j< 
Some  jo}'e  of  that  is  felt  in  thy  sci^i*. 

Ye  in  my  naked  herte  sentemcnt 
In-hielde,  and  do  me  shcwe  of  thy  s^t- 

nesse  I — 
Calio{)e,  thy  vois  be  now  present. 
For  now  isnede  I     Sestow  not  my  desiri5S 
Mow  I  mot  telle  anon-right  the  glauir.i* 
Of  Troilus,  to  Venus  her)'inge? 
To  which  gladnesse,  who  ne<le  hafh,  t'» 

him  bringe  ! 

—  Lay  al  this  mene  while  Troilus 
Recording  his  Icssoun  in  this  mar.crt: 
*Ma  fey  !*  thoughte  he,  *thus  wul  I  sT 

and  thus ; 
Thus  wol  I  pleyne  unto  my  lady  dcre: 
That  word  is  good,  and  this  shal  U*  t 

chere ; 
This  n'il  I  not  foryeten  in  no  wise.' 
God  leve  him  wcrkcn  as  he  can  dories: 

And,  Lord,  so  that  his  herte  gan  toquap 
Hcring  her  come,  and  shorte  for  iti  si'» 
And    Pandarus,  that   ledde    her   by 

lapi>e, 
Com  neer,  and  gan  in  at  the  curtein  }:! 
And  seide,  *  Got!  do  bote  on  alle  siko  1 
See  who  is  here  you  conien  to  vi<iic  \ 
Ia».  here  is  she  that  is  your  deth  to  ^w 


4U.  glatlnfssf,,  y  omit'.. 

5?.   S4'  J  H;,  isivtij  ;  R  omits  I.  5:. 

58.  ^Mortft  \  R  Cx.  *.''tr). 


^1 


BOOK  III 


TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE 


64-126 


Therwith  it  seined  as  he  wepte  almost. 

*  Ha  a ! '  quod  Troilus  so  reufully, 

*  Whe*r  me  be  wo,  O  mighty  God,  thou 

wost ! 
Who  is  al  there  ?    I  see  nought  trewely.  * 
•Sir,* quod  Criseyde,  *it  is  Panddre and  I.' 

*  Ye,  swete  herte  ?    Alias,  I  may  not  rise 
To  knele  and  do  you  honour  in  som  wise.' 

And  dressed  him  upward ;   and  she  right 

tho  71 

Can  bothe  her  handessofte  upon  him  leye  : 

*  O,  for  the  love  of  God,  do  ye  not  so 
To  me!*  quod  she,  *ey!  what  is  this  to 

seye? 
Sir,  comen  am  I  to  you  for  causes  tweye, — 
First,  you  to  thanke,  and  of  your  lordship 

eke 
Continuance  I  wolde  you  biseke. ' 

This  Troilus,  that  herde  his  lady  preye 
Of  lordship  him,  wex  neither  quUc  ne  ded, 
Ne  mighte  a  word  for  shame  to  it  seye,  80 
Although  men  sholde  smiten  oif  his  hed  ; 
But,  Lord,  so  he  wex  sodeinliche  red. 
And  sire,  his  lesson  that  he  wende  konne 
To  preyen  her  was  thorugh  his  wity-ronne. 

Criseyde  al  this  aspi*de  wel  y-nough. 

For  she  was  wis,  and  lovede  himnevere  the 
lasse, 
.  Al  n*ere  he  malapert,  or  made  it  tough. 

Or  was  too  bold  to  singe  a  fool  a  masse. 

But  whan  his  shame  gan  som  what  to  passe, 
-f  His  wordes,  as  I  may  my  rimes  holde,  90 
-  I  wol  you  telle,  as  techen  bokes  olde. 

^  In  chaunged  vois  right  for  his  verray  drede, 
^  Which  vois  ekquook,  and  therto  his  manure 

Goodly  abayst,  and  now  his  hewes  rede, 
~^Now  pale,  unto  Criseyde,  his  lady  dere, 

-.With  look  down-cast  and  humble  yolden 
c  chere, — 

^-=1   tt.  O  mtfiUj,}  Ph.  R  aUnighty. 

4^    9t>.  Uit,jR  Cx.  to  Air. 
^    8>  wemU;  9^  Cx.  wend  had. 
■-.   84.  waSt  y^  is. 

X..    8^  wit;  a'Cx.  htrte. 

90.  wcrdety  u}  ^  J  Cx.  S ;  QS  R  werkes  ;  y> 
fttcms. 

91.  wol yow,  Cp.  Hi  CL  ytvt  wcl. 


Lo,  th*  alderfirste  word  that  him  asterte  * 
Was,  twyes,  *  Mercy,  mercy,  swete  herte ! 

And  stinte  a  while  ;  and,  whan  he  mighte 
out-bringe,  99 

The  nexte  word  was,  *God  wot,  for  I  have. 
As  ferforthliche  as  I  have  had  konninge, 
Ben  youres  al,  God  so  my  soule  save. 
And  shal  til  that  I,  wofiil  wight,  be  grave  ! 
And  though  I  dar  ne  can  unto  you  pleyne, 
Y-wis  I  suifre  not  the  lasse  peyne. 

*Thus  muche  as  now,  O  wommanHche  wif, 
I  may  out-bringe ;  and  if  this  you  displese. 
That  shal  I  wreke  upon  myn  owne  lif 
Right  sone  I  trow,  and  do  your  herte  an 

If  with  my  deth  your  wreththe  I  may 

apese.  no 

For,  sithen  ye  han  herd  me  somwhat  seye, 

Now  recche  I  nevere  how  sone  that  Ideye.* 

Therwith  his  manly  sorwe  to  biholde 
It  mighte  have  maad  an  herte  of  stoon  to 

rewe ; 
And  Pandar  wep  as  he  to  water  wolde. 
And  poked  evere  his  nece  newe  and  newe. 
And  seide,  *  Wo  bigon  ben  hertes  trewe  ! 
For  love  of  God,  mak  of  this  thing  an 

ende. 
Or  slee  us  bothe  at-ones  or  ye  wende  !  * 

*  Ey  !  what  ?  *  quod  she,  *  by  God  and  by 

my  trouthe  120 

I  n*ot  not  what  ye  wilne  that  I  seye.* — 

*  **  Ey  !  what  ?  **  *  quod  he,  '  that  ye  han 

on  him  routhe. 
For  Goddes  love ;  and  doth  him  not  to 
deye.* — 

*  Now  thanne  thus,*  quod  she,  *  I  wolde 

him  preye 
To  telle  me  the  fyn  of  his  entente  ; 
Yit  wiste   I   nevere   wel   what   that   he 

mente.* 


101.  /erfortk(Jiche\  so  a  ^  S  ;  -^/eith fully. 

X04.  /  ;  a*  R  Cx.  H J  /  ne. 

no.  wreththe^  Hj  Cx.  S  78  herte.  /,  all 
except  a^  G'  S  omit. 

III.  For^  yf  But. 

119.  orye^  H4  y^  er{pr)  that  ye;  Hj  J  Cx.  cr 
we. 
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*  What  that  I  mene,  O  swete  herte  dere?* 
Quod  Troilus.      *  O  goodly  fresshe  free  I 
That  with  the  stremes  of  your  yen  clere 
Ye  wolden  frendly  somtime  on  me  see ;  130 
And  thanne  agreen  that  I  may  ben  he, 
Withouten  braunche  of  vice  in  any  wise, 
In  trouthe  alwey  to  don  you  my  scrvise 

*  As  to  my  lady  right  and  chief  resort, 
With  al  my  wit  and  al  my  diligence  ; 
And  I  to  han,  right  as  you  list,  confdrt. 
Under  your  yerde,  egal  to  myn  offence. 
As  deth,  if  that  I  breke  your  defence  ; 
And  that  youdeigne  me  so  muchehonoure, 
Me  to  comanden  aught  in  any  houre  ;  140 

*  And  I  to  ben  your  verray  humble  trewe, 
Secret,  and  in  my  peynes  pacient. 

And  evere  mo  desiren  fresshly  newe 
To  serve  and  ben  y-like  diligent. 
And  with  good  herte  al  hoolly  your  talent 
Receiven  wel,  how  sore  that  me  smerte, — 
Lo,  this  mene  I,  myn  owne  swete  herte.* 

Quod    Pandarus,     *  Lo,    here    an    hard 

requeste, 
And  resonable  a  lady  for  to  weme  ! 
Now,  nece  myn,  by  natal  Joves  feste,  150 
Were  I  a  god,  ye  shulden  stervc  as  yerne, 
That   heron  wel  this  man  wol  no  thing 

yerne 
But   your   honour,   and  sen  him  almost 

sterve, 
And  ben  so  loth  to  sufTren  him  you  serve ! ' 

With  that  she  gan  her  yen  on  him  caste 
Ful  esily  and  ful  debonerly, 
Arising  her,  and  hiede  her  not  too  faste 
With    nevere    a    word,    but    seide    him 
sobrely, 

*  Myn  honour  sauf,  I  wol  wel  trewely. 
And  in  swich  forme  as  he  gan  now  devise, 
Receiven  him  full]^  to  my  scrvfse,         x6i 

130.  /ttntily  sonttime,  Jl^  y* somtime /rtndty. 

136.   /,  y5  omits. 

139   yen,  so  a2  J  G  R  S  :  rest  ye. 

1 44.  y-lUce^  so  a^*  Cx.  H3 ;  J  and  others  ay  y-like. 

157.  hiede  her,  so  a^  Cx. ;  others  omit  her. 

153.  sohrely,  •f^  so/iely. 

160.  And^  J  Hut. 

100.  he ;  }  and  others  ^r. 


'  Biseching  him,  for  Goddes  love,  that  be 
Wolde,  in  honour  of  trouthe  and  gentilesse, 
As  I  wel  mene,  ek  mene  wel  to  me. 
And  rxiyn  honour  with  wit  and  bisinesse 
Ay  kepe ;  and  if  I  may  don  him  glad- 

nesse 
From  hennesforth,  )rwis  I  n'il  not  feync— 
Nowbeth  al  hool,  no  lenger  that  yeplejme. 

*  But  natheles  this  wame  I  you,*  quod  she, 
'  A  kinges  sone  although  ye  be  y-wis,  170 
Ye  shal  no  more  have  sovereynet^ 

Of  me  in  love  than  right  in  that  cas  is ; 
N'  I  n'il  forbere,  if  that  ye  don  amis, 
To  wraththe  you,  and,  whil  that  j'e  me 

serve, 
Cherice  you  right  after  ye  deserve. 

'  And  shortly,  dere  herte  and  al  my  knight, 
Beth  glad,  and  draweth  3rou  to  lustinesse ; 
And  I  shal  trewely  with  al  my  might 
Your  bittre  tomen  al  into  swetn^sse ; 
If  I  be  she  that  may  do  you  gladn^sse,  180 
For  every  wo  ye  shal  recoverea  blissc.*— 
And  him  inarmes  took,  and  gan  him  kisse. 

Fil  Pandarus  on  knees,  and  up  his  yen 
To  hevene  threw,  and  held  his  hondes 
hye  : 

*  Inmortal  God,' quod  he,  '  that  mayst  not 

dyen, 
Cupide  I  mene,  of  this  mayst  glorifye ; 
And  Venus,  thou  mayst  maken  roelodye : 
Withouten  hond,  me  semeth  that  in  toune 
For  this  miriicle  I  here  ech  belle  soune  ! 

*  But  ho  I  no  more  as  now  of  this  mat^, 
For-why  this  folk  wol  comen  up  anon  191 
That  have  the  lettre  red  :  lo  I  I  hem  here. 
But  I  conjure  thee  Crise3rde,  and — oon 
And  two— thee  Troilus,  whan  thou  mayst 

gon. 
That  at  myn  hous  ye  ben  at  my  wamfnge. 
For  I  ful  wel  shal  shape  your  cominge  ; 

*  And  eseth  ther  your  hertes  right  y-nough ; 
Andlat  see  which  of  you  shal  here  the  belle 

168.  lenger  that  >r.  «»  R  Cx. ;  J  G  y  hnftr 
ye  He, 

188.  m,  y*  in  the. 

189.  tnirdcU^  7*  merveitle. 
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To  speke  of  love  !  * — and  right  thcrwith 
he  lough, —  199 

*  For  ther  have  ye  a  leiser  for  to  telle.* — 
Quod  Troilus,  '  How  longe  shal  I  dwelle 
Or  this  be  don  ? '    Quod  he,  •  Whan  thou 

mayst  rise, 
This  thing  shal  be  right  as  I  thee  devise.' 

With  that,  Eleyne  and  also  Deiphebus 
Tho  comen  upwird  right  at  the  staires 

ende  ; 
And  Lord,  so  tho  gan  gronen  Troilus, 
His  brother  and  his  suster  for  to  blende. 
Quod  Pandarus, '  It  time  is  that  we  wende : 
Tak,  nece  m}^,  your  leve  at  alle  three, 
And   lat  hem  speke,   and  cometh  forth 

with  me.'  2x0 

She  took  her  leve  at  hem  fill  thriftily 
As  she  wel  coude  ;  and  they  her  reverence 
Unto  the  fiille  diden  hardily, 
And  speken  wonder  wel  in  her  absence 
Of  her,  in  preising  of  her  excellence, 
Hergovemaunce,  her  wit ;  and  her  manere 
Commendeden,  it  joye  was  to  here. 

Now  lat  her  wende  unto  her  owne  place. 
And  tome  we  to  Troilus  ayein. 
That  gan  ful  lightly  of  the  lettre  pace  220 
That  Deiphebus  had  in  the  gardin  seyn ; 
And  of  Ele3me  and  him  he  wolde  fe}^ 
Delivered  ben,  and  seide  that  him  leste 
To  slepe,  and  after-tales  to  han  reste. 

Elejrne  him  kiste  and  took  her  leve  blive ; 
Deiphebus  ek ;    and   horn  wente  every 

wight; 
And  Pandarus,  as  faste  as  he  may  drive. 
To  Troilus  tho  com,  as  line  right ; 
And  on  a  pailet  al  that  gladde  night 
By  Troilus  he  lay,  with  blisful  chere,  930 
To  talc ;  and  wel  was  hem  they  were  i-fere. 

Whan  every  wight  was  voided  but  they  two. 
And  alle  the  dores  weren  fs&lt.  y-shette — 

199.  and  right,  J  H3  v  a-righi. 
303.  /  tfue,  so  K;  a*  Cx.  /;  H4  ihei;  J  G 
tJkim  wilt ;  H0  /  waU;  y  I  you. 
90$.  right  at ;  «fl  Cx.  Hj  at. 
ac6.  tkCt  H5  H9  y  thai^nf). 
ayo.  SUi/klt  H9  y  mtrie. 


To  telle  in  short  withoute  wordes  mo — 
This  Pandarus  withouten  any  lette 
Up-roos,  and  on  his  beddes  side  him  sette, 
And  gan  to  speken  in  a  sobre  wise 
To  Troilus,  as  I  shal  you  devise  :         238 

*  Myn  alderlevest  lord  and  brother  derc, 
God  wot,  and  thou,  that  it  sat  me  so  sore 
When  I  thee  saw  so  languisshing  to-yere 
For  love,  of  which  thy  wo  wex  alwey  more ; 
That  I  with  al  my  might  and  al  my  lore 
Have  evere  sithen  don  my  bisinesse 

To  bringe  thee  to  joye  out  of  distresse, 

*  And  have  it  brought  to  swich  plit  as  thou 

wost. 
So  that  thorugh  me  thou  stondcst  now 

in  weye 
To  faren  wel :  I  seye  it  for  no  host. 
And  wostow  why  ?   For,  shame  it  is  to  seye. 
For  thee  have  I  bigonne  a  game  pleye  250 
Which  that  I  nevere  don  shal  eft  for  other, 
Although  he  were  a  thousand  fold  my 

brother ; 

*  That  is  to  seyn,  for  thee  am  I  becomen, 
Betwixen  game  and  emest,  swich  a  mene 
As  maken  wommen  unto  men  to  comen  : 
Thou  wost  thy-selven  what  I  wolde  mene. 
For  thee  have  I  my  nece,  of  vices  clene, 
So  fully  maad  thy  gentilesse  triste,  258 
That  al  shal  ben  right  as  thy-selven  liste. 

'  But  God  that  al  wot  take  I  to  witn^sse. 
That  nevere  I  this  for  coveitise  wroughte. 
But  only  for  t*  abregge  that  distresse 
For  which  wel  nigh  thou  deydest,  as  me 

thoughte. 
But,  goode  brother,  do  now  as  thee  oughte 
For  Goddes  love,  and  keep  her  out  ofblame ; 
Sith  thou  art  wis,  so  save  alwey  her  name. 

*  For  wel  thou  wost  the  name  yit  of  here 
Among  the  peple,  as  who  seith,  halwed  is ; 
For  nevere  was  ther  wight,  I  dar  wel  swere, 

356.  Soa  ^  ;  y  Aluyt  t  nought^  thou  wost  tvel 
what  I  mtru. 

266.  so  save,  J  G^  so  hept ;  y  and  save. 

Tfyj.  yet,  y  as  yet. 

269.  So  J  H4  G2  S  Cx. ;  a*  R  y  For  that  man 
is  unbare. 
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That  cvcre  wiste  that  she  dide  amis.    270 
But  wo  b  me,  that  I,  that  cause  al  this, 
May  thenken  that  she  is  my  nece  dere, 
And  I  her  em  and  trattor  ek  i-fere  ! 

*  -^Vnd  were  it  wist  that  I  thorugh  myn  engy  n 
Had  in  my  ncce  y-put  this  fantasye 

To  don  thy  lust  and  hoolly  to  ben  thyn, 
Why,  al  the  peple  wolde  upon  it  crye 
And  seyn  that  I  the  worste  trecherye 
Dide  in  this  cas  that  evere  was  bigonne, 
And  she  fordon,  and  thou  right  naught 
y-wonne  !  280 

*  Wherfor,  or  I  wol  further  gon  a  pas. 
Thee    preye    ich    eft,     although    thou 

shuldest  deye, 
That  privet^  go  with  us  in  this  cas  : 
That  is  to  seye,  that  thou  us  nevere  wreye ; 
And  be  not  wroth  though  I  thee  ofte  preye 
To  holden  sccre  swich  an  heigh  mature, 
Yoi  skilful  is,  thou  wost  wel,  my  pray^re. 

*  And  thenk  what  wo  ther  hath  betid  or  this 
P'or  making  of  avauntes,  as  men  rede, 
And  what  mischaunce  in  this  world  yit 

ther  is,  290 

Yio  day  to  day,  right  for  that  wikked  dede; 
For-which  thiso  wise  clerkes  that  ben  dede 
Han  evere  thus  prov^rbed  to  us  yonge, 
**The  firste  vertu  is  to  kepe  tonge." 

*  And  n'ere  it  that  I  wilnc  as  now  abregge 
Defusioun  of  speche,  I  coude  almost 

A  thousand  olde  stories  thee  alegge 
Of  wommen  lost  thorugh  fals  and  folis  host. 
Proverbes  canst  thyselve  y-nowe  and  wost, 
Ayeins  that  vice,  for  to  ben  a  labl)e  300 
Though  men  soth  seide  as  often  as  they 
gabbe. 

273.  trattor  {%  Hi  tractor;  J  and  others /r»i7- 
our,  tret  our,  etc.  (Boc.  trattator). 

•'77'  /<//<?  woMe  -upon  it^  so  a^  J  R  Cx. ;  y 
^vorli  upon  it  wolde. 

280.  fordon,  so  a  /Et ;  ^^^/orlom  ;  G  y/orlost. 

282,  So  a  ,3 ;  G  y  Yet  eft  I  thee  bisecfu  and 
fully  seye. 

293.  J  H4  R  Cx.  I/an  ivrite  or  this^  as  men 
yit  teckc  us  yonf^e. 

294.  The,  so  aa  R  Cx.  ;  That  tke,  H4  He  Hj  ; 
rest  That. 

301 .  Though  men  soth  seide^  so  a  /3 ;  yA  Iseyde 
tnen  soth. 


*  Oo  tonge,  alias,  so  often  her-befom 
I  lath  maad  fill  many  a  lady  bright  of  be»e 
Seyn  **  weylaweythe  day  that  I  was  born  l** 
And  many  a  maydes  sorwe  for  to  newe ; 
And  for  the  more  part  al  is  untrewe 
That  men  of-yelpe,  and  it  were  bfooght 

to  preve : 
Of  kindc  non  avauntour  is  to  leve. 

'  Avauntour  and  a  lier,  al  is  on  ;  309 

As  thus  :  I  pose  a  wonmian  grannteth  me 
Her  love,  and  seith  that  other  wol  she  noo, 
And  I  am  sworn  to  holden  it  secre, 
And  after  I  go  telle  it  two  or  three  ; 
Y-wis,  I  am  avauntour  at  the  leste, 
And  lier,  for  I  breke  my  beheste. 

'Now  loke  than  if  they  ben  aught  to  blame! 
Such    maner  folk, — what  shal    I  depe 

hem,  what? — 
That  hem  avaunte  of  wommen,  and  bf 

name. 
That  nevere   yit  behighte  hem   this  ne 

that, 
Ne  knewe  hem  more  than  myn  olde  hat! 
No  wonder  is,  so  god  me  sende  hele,  321 
Though  wonunen  dreden  with  us  men  to 

dele! 

*  I  seye  not  this  for  no  mistrust  of  you, 
Ne  for  no  wis-man,  but  for  foles  nice. 
And  for  the  harm  that  in  the  world  is  now 
As  wel  for  foly  ofte  as  for  malice  ; 

For  wel  wot  I  in  wise  folk  that  vice 
No  womman  drat,  if  she  be  wel  avised  ; 
For  wise  ben  by  foles  harm  chastised. 

*  But  now  to  purpos.    Leve  brother  dere. 
Have  al  this  thing  that  I  have  seid  in 

minde,  331 

And  kep  thee  clos,  and  be  now  of  good 

chere. 
For  at  thy  day  thou  shalt  me  trew^  findc. 
I  shal  thy  proces  sette  in  swich  a  kinde. 
And  God  to-forn,  that  it  shal  thee  sufHse, 
For  it  shal  ben  right  as  thou  wolt  devise. 

302.  Oo,  H4  Cx.  For  {00  probably  means  0m€\ 

303.  f/ath  maad  fiU^  so  «  ^  ;  G  y  Hastef* 
maad  {omit /it I ). 

304.  Seyn^  so  R  Cx.  Ha  S9  Dg.  ;  nest  S.'yd(e). 
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*  For  wel  I  wot  thou  menest  wel,  parde ; 
Therfore  I  dar  this  fully  undertake. 
Thou  wost  ek  what  thy  lady  graunted  thee, 
And  day  is  set  the  chartres  up  to  make. 
Have  now  good  night,  I  may  no  lengcr 

wake ;  341 

And  bid  for  me,  sith  thou  art  now  inblisse. 
That  (jod  me  sende  deth  or  sone  lisse  ! ' 

Who  mighte  tellen  half  the  joye  or  feste 
Which  that  the  soule  of  Troilus  tho  felte, 
Hering  th'effect  of  Pandarus'  beheste  ? 
His  olde  wo  that  made  his  herte  swelte 
Gan  tho  for  joye  wasten  and  to-melte  ; 
And  al  the  richesse  of  his  sikes  sore     349 
At-ones  fledde,  he  felte  of  hem  no  more. 

But  right  so  as  thise  holtes  and  thise  hayis, 
That  han  in  winter  dede  ben  and  dreye, 
Revesten  hem  in  grene  whan  that  May  is, 
Whan  every  lusty  listeth  best  to  pleye, 
Right  in  that  selve  wise,  soth  to  seye, 
Wex  sodeinly  his  herte  fill  of  joye, 
That  gladder  was  ther  nevere  man  in  Troye. 

And  gan  his  look  on  Pandarus  up-caste  ' 
Ful  sobrely  and  frendly  for  to  see, 
And  seide,  'Frend,  in  Aperil  the  laste,  360 
As  wel  thou  wost,  if  it  remembre  thee, 
How  neigh  the  deth  for  wo  thou  founde 

me. 
And  how  thou  didest  al  thy  bisinesse 
To  knowe  of  me  the  cause  of  my  distresse. 

*Thou  wost  how  longe  ich  it  forbar  to  seye 
To  thee,  that  art  the  man  that  I  best  triste ; 
And  peril  non  was  it  to  thee  biwreye. 
That  wistc  I  wel :  but  tcl  me,  if  thee  liste, 
Sith  I  so  loth  was  that  thy-self  it  wiste. 
How  dorste  I  mo  tellen  of  this  mat^,  370 
That  quake  now,  and  no  wight  may  us 
here? 

*  But  natheles  by  that  God  I  thee  swere 
That  as  him  list  may  al  this  world  gov^rne, 
And  if  I  lye,  Achilles  with  his  spere 

354.  listeth,  wo  A  ^ ;  Y  liketk, 

355.  tOy  R  Cx.  'ffar  to. 

359.  /or  to^  afi  Hs  Cx.  /)m(«m)  to, 
371.  wig^ktt  J  R  Cx*  man. 


Myn  herte  cleve,  al  were  my  lif  eternc 
As  I  am  mortal,  if  I  late  or  yerne 
Wolde  it  biwreye,  or  dorste,  or  sholde 

konne. 
For  al  the  good  that  God  made  under 

Sonne ;  378 

*  That  rather  dye  I  wolde,  and  determine. 
As  thinketh  me,  now  stokked  in  prisoun, 
In  wrecchednesse,  in  filthe,  and  in  vermfne, 
Captif  to  cruel  King  Agdmenoun  : 

And  this  in  alle  the  temples  of  this  toun 
Upon  the  Goddes  alle  I  wol  thee  swere 
To-morwe  day,  if  that  it  lik'th  thee  here. 

*  And  that  thou  hast  so  muche  y-don  for  me 
That  I  ne  may  it  nevere  mo  deserve. 
This  knowe  I  wel,  al  mighte  I  now  for 

thee 
A  thousand  times  on  a  morwe  sterve.  389 
I  can  no  more,  but  that  I  wol  thee  serve 
Right  as  thy  sclave,  whider  so  thou  wende. 
For  evere-more  unto  my  lives  ende  1 

'But  here  with  al  myn  herte  I  thee  biseche 
That  nevere  in  me  thou  deme  swich  folye 
As  I  shalseyn :  me  thoughte  by  thy  speche 
That  this  which  thou  me  dost  for  com- 

panj^e, 
I  sholde  wene  it  were  a  bauderye. 
I  am  not  wood,  al  if  I  lewed  be  ! 
It  is  not  oon,  that  wot  I  wel,  parde  !  399 

*  But  he  that  go'th  for  gold  or  for  richesse 
On  swich  mess^e,  calle  him  as  thee  list ; 
And  this  that  thou  dost,  calle  it  gentilessc, 
Compassioun,  and  felawship,  and  trist. 
Departe  it  so,  for  wide-wher  is  wist 
How  that  ther  is  diversity  requered 
Bitwixen  thinges  like,  as  I  have  lered. 

'  And  that  thou  knowe  I  thenke  not  ne 

wene 
That  this  servfse  a  shame  be  or  jaj», 
I  have  my  faire  suster  Polixene,  409 

Cassandre,  Eleyne,  or  any  of  the  frape  : 
Al  be  she  nevere  so  feire  or  wel  y-shape, 


379.  That,  K4  R  Cx.  S  But. 
399.  ooHt  to  J  a-  G* ;  rest  sa. 
411.  A/f  so  R ;  rest  omit. 
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Sul  sith  ihou  has!  y-don  me  this  bci 
My  lif  lo  save,  and  for  non  hope  of  m 
So,  for  the  love  of  God,  this  gicle  emprise 
Parforme  il  out.  for  now  is  motic  ticdc  ; 
For  heigh  and  lowe,  withoulen  any  drude, 
1  wul  alwey  thini:  hestes  alle  kcpe : 
good  night,  and  laC  m  h 


Tlius  held  him  ech  of  other  wel  upayed, 
Thai  a1  the  world  ne  migbte  it  bet  smcndc  i 
And  on  the  morwe,  whan  they  wereaiayed, 
Ech  lo  his  owne  nedes  gan  enlende. 
Bui  Troilus,  ihough  as  Ihe  fir  he  brende 
For  sharp  dcsit  of  hope  and  of  |>lesaun«, 
lie  not  fo^t  his  wise  goveinaunce, 

But  in  liimseirwith  manhod  gan  restreyne 

Gch  rakcl  dcde  snd  ech  unbridled  chcre, 

That  iiUc  tho  that  liven,  solh  to  seyne,  jjo 
Nc  shotdc  hui  wist  by  word  or  by  manure 
What   that  he   menle,   as    touching   this 

From  every  wight  as  fcr  as  is  the  cloiide 
He  was,  so  wcl  dlssimulen  he  conde. 

And  al  this  white  that  I  you  devise. 
This  was  his  lif;  with  al  his  fulle  might 
By  day  he  was  in  Martes  hei^  servise, 
This  is  lo  scyn.  in  armes  as  a  kniglil ; 
And  for  the  more  pmt  the  longc  night  135 
He  lay  and  thoughte  liow  he  mighle  serve 
His  lady  best,  her  thonk  for  to  deserve. 

I  n'tl  nut  scyn  that,  ihough  he  lay  ful  softc. 
That  in  his  thought   he  n'as  somwhat 

Ne  that  he  torned  on  his  pilwes  ofie, 
And  woldeof  that  he  missed  hnn  ben  esed  ; 
Hut  in  swich  casmen  ben  notalwcy  plescd. 


But  certcin  is,  to  purpos  for  to  ^,      ui 
This  mene  while,  as  wtileii  is  in  geate, 
He  saw  his  lady  som-tiiiie  ;  and  also 
She  with  him  spalt  whan  ihnl  she  dursu 

and  Icste ; 
Anil  by  hir  boihe  avis,  as  was  ihe  bolt. 
Apuinteden  ful  watly  ici  this  ncde 
In  everything  how  Ihey  wolden  jiniccde. 

But  it  was  spiiken  in  so  short  a  wise. 
In  swich  await  alwey,  and  in  swich  Icic. 
Lest  any  wight  devinea  or  devise 
Wolde  on  this  thing,  or  to  il  leye  ---'i 
That  al  this  world  so  lief  to  hem  nt  . 
As  Cutndo  wolde  hem  a  space  sendr   , 
To  maken  of  hii  speche  aright  an  endr. 

But  th'ilke lilel  that  they  spakeDrwiifughn 
His  wise  gtKl  look  ay  of  al  swkh  ht^k, 
It  icmcd  her  he  wi«e  what  she  ihuui;'  ■ 
Withouten  word,  so  that  it  was  n<.'  1 : 
To  bidde  him  aught  to  don.   or  .< 

which    her    thoughte   \ha,\    Icii   . 


Of  allc  joye  had  opne 


1  her  ihe  ynic 

Anil,  shortly  of  this  proces  Ua  to  pni' 
«el  his  werk  and  wordcs  lie  biw; 
That  he  so  ful  stood  in  his  lady  grai 
That  twenty  thousand  times  or  nbr  J. 
She  thonked  God  she  everc  wiih 


Fot-why  she  fond  him  m  ducr«i  in  j 
So  secret,  and  of  swich  obcisauncr 
That  wel  she  felte  be  vns  to  hct  a  » 


4»-  So  j'  H|  R  S ;  Zi  G"y'A 


,..m. 


r.  »  J  H«  R 
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tlsheldriumeverydisplesaunce 

las,  she  whs  no  more  ofcred,- 
fei  as  oughte  ben  ii 


irus,  to  quikc  alwey  this  fir, 
y-like  presl  and  diligent ; 
fiend  was  set  sd  his  desir  ; 
'  on  1  he  lo  and  fio  was  sent ; 
bar  whan  Troilus  was  abs^t ; 
e  wighl  as  in  his  ficndes  nede 
1  bet  to  don  his  frend  [o  spede. 

word  or  look,  or  sonde  or  cheie 
that  I  reheisen  sholde  493 
vhile  unio  his  lady  dere  : 
were  a  long  thing  for  to  here, 
wighl  Ihatstantinswichdisjoint 
)  alle  or  every  look  lo-point  t 


[have 


It  herd  >[ 


ir  this 


n  here  I  ' 
h  I  wolde,  I  coude  not  y-wis ; 
as  some  epistel  hem  bilwene 
c,  as  seith  myn  auctour,  wd 

A  vers,  of  which  him  list  not 

e  1  than  a  line  of  it  endiie? 

^ele  effecl.    Than  seye  I  thus, 
iding  in  concord  and  in  quisle 
two,  Criseyde  and  Troilus, 
seid,  and  in  this  lime  swde, 
ofte  mighte  Ihey  not  mele, 
anhir  specheiofulfelle, —   jio 
:1  r^hl  as  I  shal  you  telle, 

ar,  which  that  alwey  dide  his 
;ht 

le  fin  that  I  shal  spcke  of  here, 
tingen  to  his  hous  som  nighl 
ece  and  Troilus  i-feie, 
leiscr  al  this  heighe  mature 

.  kit/rtnil  U  iftJi.  Hj  J  H,  R  Ci. : 
m^r^vtn,,ai  K4RO.:  wben 


Touching  hir  love  were  al  the  fiille  up- 

bounde. 
Had,  as  him  thoughie,  a  time  to  it  founde. 

For  he  with  gret  deliberacioun  319 

Had  every  thing  that  thei-(o  mighle  availe 
Fomcast  and  put  in  execucioun, 
And  neither  left  for  cost  ne  Ibr  tisvatle. 
Come  if  hem  list,  hem  shotde  no  thing 

&dlei 
And  for  to  ben  in  aught  aipyed  there, 
That  wiste  h«  wet  an  finpossiblc  were. 


Thusal  is 


Is  blind 


for  al  this  world  is 
In  this  mature,  bothc  wilde  and  lame  1 
This  timber  is  al  redy  up  lo  Aame :     jjo 
Uslakketh naught,  but  llrat  we  witen  wolde 
A  cenein  faoure  in  whicbshe  comcD  sboldc  1 

And  Troilus,  that  al  this  pijrveyauncc 
Knew  at  the  fulle  and  wailed  on  it  ay. 
Had  her-upon  ek  maad  his  ordinauiKe, 
And  founde  hisisuseand  ther-toal  th'amy. 
That  if  that  he  were  missed  night  or  day 
Ther-whil  he  was  aboute  this  servfae, 
That  he  was  gon  to  don  his  saciifise. 

And  moste  at  swich  a  temple  allone  wake, 
Answered  of  Apollo  for  to  be,  J41 

And  first  to  sen  the  holy  lauier  quake 
Or  that  Apollo  spake  out  of  the  tree 
To  telle  him  whan  the  Grekes  sholden 


.( fJ, 


Aim  iluntghli, »  J  Ht  R  Ci 

S  H, ;  ™i  omit. 
H,  R  Ci.  S  H 


ia6.  And,toCi.SK, 
JJO.  wildt,  "    ■   "     ' 
frimdt. 

J3J-  *H,  SHjYfnr/. 

S3J.   Thai  if  lkal.il/thmt. 

J4J-  ApsOo.    *-■■-'     "- 


I   Grtkii 


•ar--' 


I 


Right  soDe  upon  thechaungingof  ihc  muDc 
Whan  lightles  is  the  world  a  night  or 

And  that  the  welken  shop  him  fw  toreyne, 
HeBtieighta-morwe  unio  his  ncce  wentc  : 

Ve  ban  wel  htrtl  the  fin  of  his  enlenle. 

VVhau  he  was  come,  hegananon  to  pteyc 
As  he  was  wont,  nnd  at  him-self  to  jape  i 
And  finaliche  he  swor  and  ^n  her  seyc 
Bytbisandthat,iifaesbotde  him  not  escape. 
Ne  make  hitn  lenget  afler  her  to  gape. 
But  cerleinljr  she  mostc  by  her  Icve  559 
Oune  5oupen  in  his  hous  with  him  lU  eve. 

I  At  which  she  lough,  ajid  gan  her  lasle 

i  sdde,  '  It  rmneth :   to,  huw  sholde 

Igon?'— 
iLlMs'  V^od  he,  '  ne  stond  not  thus  to 

rait  mot  be  don  ;  ycsliul  betheronnn!'^ 
to  Bl  the  lasle  hei-of  they  lilte  at  oon, 
Bbx  el1«,  softe  he  luror  her  in  her  ere, 
I  He  wolde  nevcte  comen  Iher  she  were. 

And  she  a-game  gan  him  for  to  roune, 
And  axed  him  if  Troilus  were  there.  J69 
Hcsworher,  'n.iy,foThe  wasoutoflounc,' 
And  seide,  '  Nece,  I  pose  that  he  were, 
Thee  thurfte  nevere  hnn  the  more  fete ; 
For,  rather  than  men  sholde  him  ibctaspye, 
Mc  were  leverc  a  thousand  fold  to  dye.' 

Not  list  myn  auciour  fully  lo  declare 
What  that  she  thought^  whan  he  seide  so. 
That  Ttoiiila  was  out  of  tounc  y-fare, 
As  if  be  scide  siith  Iher-of  or  no  : 
Bui  thai  she  graunted  with  him  for  to  go 
Wilhoutc  awail,  sin  he  her  ihal  bisoughle, 
And  as  his  ncee  obeyed  as  her  oughte. 

But  nalhelcs  yit  gan  she  him  Iriseche,  sSj 
Although  with  him  to  gon  it  was  no  fere. 
For  to  be  war  of  goosish  [leples  speche 

]«.  And  itt  a^mwH  rx  J  R  C>.  And  •*( 
■anwm,  M  nnw);  ■»  C>  y  Smt  afltr  Ikii  Ju 


Thai  drcnicn  thinges  vbichc  ihni  »■- 

Andwelavischimwhomhe lituughi':  i' 
And  Bcide  him,   'Etc,  sin   I   sb"-'-- 

Loke  al  be  wel,  for  I  do  as  yaa  late.' 

He  swor  her  this,  bystokkes  wid  bjrrt^^H 
.\nd  by  the  Goddes  (hat  in  bevene  iHWlB 
Or  elleswere  him  letete,  fd  and  boU^^P 
With  Pluto  King  as  dcpc  ben  b  hclk 
AsTantalus!— What  sholde  I  UmgeulW 
Whamdwaswelihcroosand  lookhislcKi 
And  she  to  soper  com,  whoD  i(  was  eic 


And  other  of  her  \* 
Butwhowasgladnow?  Who.aslrour:. 
But  Troilus,  that sloodandmighleii~. 
Thonigh.out  a  litel  window  in  a  st<  » 
Thet  he  bi-shet  til  midni^t  was  in  □>'  > 


Unwist  of  every  wight  but  of 
Bui  now  to  puTpo*.     Whan  that 


With  alle  joye  and  alle  frendes  fare, 
Her  cm  anon  in  armes  hath  her  Qnm 
And  after  to  the  sopcr,  alle  and  s->:ii. 
When  time  was,  fill  softe  tlicy  h«n  - 
God  wol.  ther  was  no  deyntf  fat  i"  ' 

And  after  soper  gonncn  they  to  t\~^ 
Al  cse  wel  with  hertcs  frcsshc  and  (;l 
And  wel  was  him  that  coude  Ijest  dc\-w: 
To  liken  her,  or  that  her  laughen  maitb 
He  song :  she  pleyde :  he  toldc  Uk  tt 

Wftdc. 

But  al  the  laslc,  as  every  thing  haih  r<^^- 
She  look  her  levc,  and  ncdeswoldvv.^  <■ 

iU.  fir  t  .It.  a  }  H,RCi:CSf  ,1. 

sSf.  (*i>,  uJRG>:Ci.  tit:  >s  H.  r 
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But  O  Fortune,  executricc  of  wierdes  ! 
O  Influences  of  thise  hevcnes  hye  ! 
Soth  b,  that  under  God  ye  ben  our  hierdes, 
Though  to  us  beestcs  ben  the  causes  wry  e  ! 
This  mene  I  now,  for  she  gan  homward 
hye ;  dai 

But  execut  was  al  biside  her  leve 
TheGoddes  wil ;  for  which  shemostebleve. 

The  bente  mone  with  her  homes  pale, 
Saturn,  and  Jove,  in  Cancro  joined  were, 
That  swich  a  reyn  from  hevene  gan  avale 
That  every  maner  womman  that  was  there 
Had  of  that  smoky  reyn  a  verray  fere  ; 
At  which  Pandire  tho  lough,  and  seide 
thcnne,  639 

*  Now  were  it  time  a  lady  to  gon  henne  ! 

•  But,  gode  nece,  if  I  mighte  evere  plese 
You  any  th  ing,  than  preye  ich  you,  *  quod  he, 

•  To  don  mjm  herte  as  now  so  gret  an  ese 
As  for  to  dwelle  hereal  this  night  with  me  ; 
For,  nece,  this'  your  owne  hous,  pard6  ! 
Now  by  my  trouthe  I  seye  it  not  a -game  : 
To  wende  as  now,  to  me  it  were  a  shame/ 

Criseyde,  which  that  coude  as  muche  good 
As  half  a  world,  took  hede  of  his  prey^re  ; 
And  sin  it  ron  and  al  was  on  a  flood,  640 
Shethoughte,  *as  goodchep  may  I  dwcllen 

here. 
And  graunte  it  gladly  with  a  frendes  chere 
And  have  a  thank,  as  grucche  and  than 

abide, 
For  hom  to  gon,  it  may  not  wel  bi-tide. ' 

*  I  wol,'quod  she,  *myn  uncle  lief  and  dere ; 
Sin  that  you  list,  it  skile  is  to  be  so ; 

I  am  right  glad  with  you  to  dwellen  here  ; 
I  seide  but  a-game,  I  wolde  go/ —      648 

•  Y- wis,  graunt  mercy,  nece !  *  quod  he  tho ; 

*  Were  it  a-game  or  no,  soth  for  to  telle. 
Now  am  I  glad,  sin  that  you  list  to  dwelle. ' 

Thus  al  is  wel.     But  tho  began  aright 
The  newe  joye  and  al  the  feste  aga)^  ; 

635.  F9r,  muj  tkisiis\  wo  J  H4  R  Cx.  S  :  a^ 
G^yFarm/^tJkifis. 
6jS.  J^cw,  Ha  Ami;  yf  For. 


But  Pandarus,  if  goodly  had  he  might, 
He  wokle  han  hycd  her  to  bedde  fayn  ; 
And  seide,  *  Lord,  this  is  a  huge  rayn  ! 
This  were  a  weder  for  to  slepen  inne  ! 
And  that  I  rede  us  sone  to  beginne  !  658 

*  And,  nece,  wot  ye  wher  I  shal  you  leye  ? 
For-that  we  shal  not  liggen  fer  asonder. 
And  for  ye  neither  shullen,  dar  I  seye. 
Here  no  noise  of  reynes  nor  of  thonder. 
By  God,  right  in  my  lite  closet  yonder  ; 
And  I  wol  in  that  outer  hous  allone 
Ben  wardein  of  yourwommen  everychone. 

*  And  in  this  middel  chaumbrc  that  ye  sec 
Shul  alle  your  wommen  slepen  wel  and 

sofle. 
And  al  withinne  shal  your-selven  be ; 
And  if  ye  liggen  wel  to-night  come  ofte, 
And  careth  not  what  weder  is  a-lofte  !  670 
The  wyn  anon ;  and  whan  so  that  you  leste. 
Than  is  it  time  for  to  gon  to  restc.' 

Ther  n'is  no  more  ;  but  her-after  sone, 
The  void^  dronke,  and  travers  draweanon, 
Gan  every  wight  that  hadde  naught  to  done 
More  in  the  place  out  of  the  chaumbre  gon. 
And  alwey  in  this  mene  while  it  ron. 
And  blew  ther- with  so  wonderlichc  loude. 
That  wel  nigh  no  man  heren  other  coude. 

Tho  Pandarus,  her  em,  right  as  him  oughte. 
With  wommen  swiche  as  were  her  most 

aboute,  681 

Ful  glad  unto  her  beddesside  her  broughte. 
And  took  his  leve,  and  gan  ful  lowc  loute. 
And  seide  her,  *  At  this  closet  dore  withoute, 
Right  overthwart,  your  wommen  liggen 

alle. 
That  whom  you  list  ofhem  ye  may  her  calle. ' 

So  whan  that  she  was  in  the  closet  leyd. 
And  alle  her  wommen  forth  by  ordinaunce 

■ 

66a.  Here  no  (f),  all  Her«(n\ 

667.  a//f,  so  Ha  S  Cx.  ;  rest  omit.  (Read  ? 
Shullen  ;  see  1.  661.) 

668.  al  ivithinne,  so  J  H4  R  Cx.  S  ;  «3  y  tJur 
I  seyde ;  G'  iJur  besyden, 

67a.  So  J  H4  R  Cx.  S  Ha  (var.)  ;  a^  03  /  Sc 
go  we  ilepe^  I  trowe  it  be  the  hrste  (var.) 

677.  So  J  H4  R  Cx.  S  ;  a«  G2  -^  And  evere  mo 
so  siemclkhe  it  ron. 
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A-bcddc  wcren  thcr-us  I  have  seyd,     689 
Ther  was  nonmrc  lo  sk  ippcn  ne  lo  treunce. 
liul  bodcii  gon  lo  licddc,  with  mischaunce, 
If  any  man  was  sirring  any-where, 
And  lat  hem  slepea  that  a-bedde  wt re. 

But  Psndarus,  that  wel  cmide  ech  a  del 
The  Okie  daunce.andevery  poi  nl  I  hei-innc. 
Whan  that  he  saw  that  alle  thing  was  wcl, 
He    thoughle  he  wolde   upon   his  wEili 

And  gan  the  liicwc  dore  al  softe  unpinne  ; 
And  stille  as  stoon,  withauten  lenger  letle, 
liy  Tmilus  adoun  right  he  him  seltc.    ■!■■■< 

And,  shortly  lo  Ihe  point  right  for  to  gon, 
Of  ol  (his  thing  he  loldc  him  word  and 

And  scide,  '  Mak  thee  ledy  tight  anoti, 

B  for  thou  shall  into  hevene  blisse  wende  i ' 

1 '  Now,  Scinl«  Venus,  thou  me  grace  sende,' 

Jnod  Troitus,  '  Air  nevere  yit  no  nede 

adde  ichor  now,  nchalvendel  Ihedrcdct' 

BDuod  Pandaius,  'Nediedthecnevcrendel, 

I    For  it  shal  hen  right  as  Ihou  wolt  desire  : 

%a  thrive  I,  this  night  shal  I  make  it  wel, 

Orcailen  al  the  gruel  in  the  fire  ! ' —    711 

'  Yit,  blisful  Venus,  this  night  Ihou  m' 

Quod  Truiliis,  'as  wis  as  I  ihec  serve. 
And  evete  bet  and  bet  shal  til  I  stetve. 

'  And  if  Ich  hadde,  O  \'eniis  ful  of  mitlhc, 
Asp^tvs  baJde  of  Mars  or  of  Saiume, 
Or  thou  combust  or  let  were  in  my  birthe. 
Thy  (ader  prey  al  th'ilke  harm  distunie 
Of  grace,  and  that  1  glad  ayein  may  lume, 
l''orlovcof  him  Ihou  lovedesl  in  Iheshiivre, 
I  mene  Ad6n,  that  with  the  boor  was  slawc. 

'  O  Jove  ck,  for  ihe  love  of  faire  EurtSpc 
i'hcwhichcin  forme  of  bole  aw  ey  thou  feilc, 
Now  help  I    O  Mars,  thou  with  thy  blody 

For  love  of  Cipris  thou  me  naught  nc  ietle  I 


O  Phcbus,  ihcniv  whan   Dane  hei-wi. 

shelle 
Under  the  bark  e,  and  laureiwHt  fMdicdci 
Vii  for  het  love,  O  help  now  at  this  ncdc  I 

'  Mcrciirie,  for  the  loveof  Hierscei.f, 
I'or  which  Pallas  waswilb  Aglaurof-: 
Now  help !  And  ek  Diane,  1  Ihct-  c. 
That  this  liige  be  not  to  thee  loth 
O  btal  sustren,  whiche,  01  any  clciii 
Me  shapcn  «*as,  my  destin^  me  sponK, 
SohelpelhlothiswerklhAlisbegiMiDe!'— 

Quod  Pandarus,  '  Thou  wrecched  mouo 

hcrtc! 
Art  Ihou  agasl  so  that  she  wol  ihee  i . 
Why,  don  this  hirrcd  ctokeuponlhy  it: .  1 
And  folwe  me,  for  I  wol  hun  the  »i1l 
But  bid,  and  lat  me  gon  bifom  a  lik 
And  with  that  word  began  undo  a  in, 
And  Ttuilus  lie  broughtc  in  by  the  1. , 

The  Sterne  wind  so  loude  gan  to  mLii. 
Tlal  no  wight  other  noise  mighlc  ):li 
And  they  thai  laycn  al  Ihe  dote  wi't. 
l-'ul  sikcrly  ihey  slepten  alle  i-fetr; ; 
And  Pandarus,  with  a  (ill  sobie  chcr 
Go'th  to  the  dore  anon  wilhiMiten  i:: 
Ther-as  they  taye,  and  soft^lichc  it  ^X■^ 

And,  as  he  com  ayeinward  prively, 

His  nece  awook,  and  asked,  '  %\-h.j  1." 

there?'— 
■  My  dcre  nece,'  quod  he,  'it  am  I  ' 
Ne  wondreth  not,  ne  have  of  it  no  fci. 
And  nci  he  com,  and  seydc  her  in  bt  r 
'  No  word,  for  loveof  l3od,  I  you  l^s. 
Ijil    no   wight   rise   and    heri-n   ot 

'  What  I  which  way  be  yc  comen,  txi. 

disti?' 
Quod  she,  'and  how  thus  unwUi  of  I>ea> 
alle?'— 
706-  Dmu,  DJipbnt ;  s*e 
lowd  by  Mercury' 


Ill 
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at  this  lite  trappe-dore,*  quod  he. — 
tho  Criseyde,  *  Lat  me  som  wight 

calle  ! ' —  760 

God  forbede  that  it  sholde  falle,' 

Pandarus,    *that    ye    swich    foly 

wroughte  ! 
nighte  demen  that  they  nevere  er 

thoughte  1 

>  not  good  a  sleping  hound  to  wake, 
^e  a  wight  a  cause  to  devine : 
mmmen  slepen  alle,  I  undertake, 
for  hem  the  hous  men  mighte  mine, 
epen  wollen  til  the  sonne  shine  ! 
ban  my  tale  y-brought  is  to  an  ende, 
L,  right  as  I  com,  so  wol  I  wende.  770 

nece  myn,  ye  shal  wel  understonde,' 
ie,  '  so  as  ye  wommen  demen  alle, 
)r  to  holden  longe  a  man  in  honde 
m  her  lief  and  dere  herte  calle, 
aken  him  an  howve  above  a  calle, 
:,  as  love  another  in  this  while, — 
th  herself  a  shame  and  him  a  gile. 

wher-by  that  I  telle  you  al  this : 
:  your-self  as  wel  as  any  wight 
lat  your  love  al  fully  graunted  is   780 
>ilus,  the  worthieste  knight 
r  this  world,  and    therto   trouthe 

y-plight, 

)ut  it  were  on  him  along,  ye  n*olde 
evere  falsen  whil  ye  liven  sholde. 

tant  it  thus :  that  sin  I  fro  you  wente, 
roilus,  right  platly  for  to  seyn, 
ugh  a  goter  by  a  priv^  wente 
y  chaumbre  come  in  al  this  reyn, 
:  of  every  maner  wight,  certeyn, 
f  myself,  as  wisly  have  I  joye,    790 
,r  that  feith  I  shal  Pri^m  of  Troye ! 

e  is  come  in  swich  peyneand  distresse 
but  he  be  al  fully  wood  by  this, 
leinly  mot  falle  into  woodn&se 
jodhelpe.  And  cause  why  this  is, — 
th  him  told  is  of  a  frend  of  his, 

widen  lon^e^  so  J  H4  R  Cx.  Hs ;  others 
Ictte. 


How  that   ye   sholden    love  oon,  hatte 

Horaste, 
For  sorwe  of  which  this  night  shal  ben 

his  laste  ! ' 

Criseyde,  which  that  al  this  wonder  herde, 
Gan  therwithal  aboute  her  herte  colde,  800 
And  with  a  sik  she  sodeinly  answ^rde, 
*■  Alias,  I  wenMe,  who-so  tales  tolde. 
My  dere  herte  wolde  me  not  holde 
So  lightly  fals  !    Alias,  conceites  wronge. 
What  harm  they  don,  for  now  live  I  too 
longe  ! 

*  Horaste  !  alias,  and  falsen  Troilus  ! 

I  knowe   him  not,    God  help  me  so  ! ' 

quod  she. 
*■  Alias,  what  wikked  spirit  tolde  him  thus  ? 
Now  certes,  em,  to-morwe,  and  I  him  see, 
I  shal  of  that  as  ful  excusen  me  810 

As  evere  dide  womman,  if  him  like.* 
And  with  that  word  she  gan  ful  sore  sike. 

*  O  God  !  *  quod  she,  *so  worldly  selinesse. 
Which  clerkes  callen  fals  felicit^, 
Y-medled  is  with  many  a  bittemesse  ! 
Ful  anguisshous  than  is,  God  wot,'  quod 

she, 

*  Condicioun  of  veyn  prosperity  ! 
For  either  joyes  comen  not  i-fere, 

Or  elles  no  wight  hath  hem  alwey  here. 

*  O   brotel  wele  !    O   worldly  joye   un- 

stable !  820 

With  what  wight  so  thou  be  or  how  thou 

pleye, 
Either  he  wot  that  thou,  joye,  art  mumble. 
Or  wot  it  not ;  it  mot  be  oon  of  tweye. 
Now,  if  he  wot  it  not,  how  may  he  seye 
That  he  hath  verray  joye  and  selinesse. 
That  is  of  ignoraunce  ay  in  derknesse  ? 

*  Now,  if  he  wot  that  joye  is  transitorie, 
As  every  joye  of  worldly  thing  mot  flee, 

797.  oon,  G  y  oon  thai. 

80CX  thertvithal,  a^  G^  y  xodeinly. 

801.  sodeinJyy  a2  (A  y  sorwfulfy. 

810.  0/  that,  S  y  thero/. 

813-836.  Adapted  from  Botthiui  ii.  prosa  4. 

820.  O  worldly,  so  J    H4  R  Cx ;  a^  G^  y  ^ 


tnanncs. 
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^F  Than  iTTCir  til 


13  TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE  1.0.1 


Than  iTTcif  time  he  that  hath  in  memorie, 
The  ilrede  oflesiDginaketh  him  thai  he  Bju 
May  in  no  pariit  selinesse  be  ; 
And  if  lo  lese  his  joyc  he  set  a  mile, 
Tlian  semeth  it  Ihal  joye  is  worth  M  lile, 


I 


'  Wherror  I  wol  deHne  in  this  manure, 
That  ttewely,  for  aughl  1  can  espye, 
Ther  is  no  veirny  wele  in  this  world  here. 
fiut  O  thou  wikked  seipent  jalous^  t 
Thou  misbeleved  enrious  fol^e  I 
Why  hastow  Tioiius  maad  to  me  irnlrisle, 
That    neverc    jit    agillc    him    that     1 


I 


Quod  Pandanis,  'Thus  fallen  isthiscas — ' 
'  Why  1  uncle  myn,'  quod  she,  '  who  tolde 

him  this  ? 
Why  dolh  my  dere  herle  ihus,  alias?' — 
'  Ye  wot,  yc  nece  myn,"  quod  he, '  what  is. 
I  hope  al  shal  be  wet  Ihal  is  amis, 
t'oryemayqucnchciiUhisifthalyoulcste. 
And  doth  right  so :    I  holde  il  for  the 

beslu,'— 

^  So  shal  I  don  to.morwe,y-wis,'  quod  she, 
'And  God  lo-rom,so  that  it  shal  suBise.'— 
'To-morwe?  alias,  that   were   a  fair  I' 
quod  he.  sjo 

'  Nay,  nay,  it  m»y  not  slonden  in  ihis  wise ; 
For,  nece  myn,  thus  wrilen  clerk£s  wise. 
That  peril  is  wilh  dreeching  in  y-drawe : 
Nay,  such  abodes  ben  nol  worth  a  hawc  1 

'  Nece,  alle  thing  hath  time,  I  dar  avowe  ; 
For  whonaehaumbrea-fireis,  oralihalle, 
Wei  more  nede  is,  it  sodeinly  rcscowe 
Than  lo  dispute  and  axe  amonges  alle 
"  How  is  this  candel  in  ihc  straw  y-Iiille?" 
A  I  bendisli  I  for  al  among  this  late  S6d 
The  harm  is  don,  and  far-wel  Telderare  ! 


'  And,  nece  myn,  ne  take  i(  no 
If  that  ye  siifTre  him  ai  night  in 
God  help  me  so,  ye  had  him  ni 
That  diir  I  seyn,  now  ther  is  Iml 
But  wel  I  wol  thai  ye  wol 


-grief: 


dose 


'  Now,  by  my  thrifl,'  qnod  he,  '  ttut  ^ 

bewnel 
For,  sia  ye  maken  this  rnsaninple  of  ok. 
If  ich  al  night  wnldc  him  in  sorwt  uc 
For  al  ihe  tresour  in  the  town  of  Ti  1 
I  bidde  God  1  neveri  mote  have  yf, 

'  Now,  loke  than,  if  ye  that  boi  Ms  . 
Shall  pulte  hii  Uf  ol  nighl  in  juputn. 
Forthingofimught.nowbyihatGr-l  'I. 
Not  only  this  delay  cotn'ih  of  fblji- 
But  ai  malice,  if  Ihul  I  ^al  not  lyc  ' 
What!  plally, andyesuSrehim indisiiF» 
Yc  neither  wisdom  don  ne  genliicsse  ! ' 

Quod  tho  Criseyde,  "Wolycdonoothir? 

And  ye  therwilh  shal  ilinlen  his  disc^  - 
Have  here  and  betethhim  ihisbtewT:  i- 
FortheriSQOlhinemighle  him  belli. 
Save  I  my-self,  ne  more  his  hcrte  .1 
And  scyc  my  dere  heric,  thai  his  w.'- 
tscauseles;  that  dialheseeDlo-TnDr>' 

'A    ring?'   quod   he,    'yc,    hiscU 

Ye,  nece  myn,  that  ling  mosle  have  a  3<  i- 

Thal  niiighle  dedc  men  a-live  maken  1 
And  swich  a  ring  irowc  I  that  yc  harr  ice  '■ 
Discrecioun  out  of  your  hed  is  gon  ; 
Thai  fcle  I  now,'  quod  he,  'and  ihai  > 


O    I 


routhe. 


slouthe  I 


wel   maystow    1 


'Wotyenotwel thatnobleandheighc  ■ 
Ne  sorwelh  nol  ne  slinlcth  ek  for  1,; 
Bui,  if  a  fool  were  in  a  jaloos  tagt, 
I  n'olde  setten  at  his  sorwe  a  milf. 
But  fefle  him  with  a  fcwc  wordes  » ! 
Anolherdaywhanthatt  mighlehim  \. 
But  this  thing  slant  al  in  another  li- 
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gentil  and  so  tendre  of  heite 
ledethhe  wolhissorweswreke ; 
th   wel,    how   sore  that  him 
rte, 

^ou  no  jalous  wordes  speke. 
',  nece,  or  ye  his  herte  breke, 
irself  to  him  of  this  mature  ; 
word  ye  may  his  herte  stere.  9x0 

I  told  what  peril  he  is  inne  ; 
ii'nge  unwist  is  t*  every  wight ; 
,  harm  may  ther  be  non  ne 

e; 

:lf  ben  with  you  al  this  night, 
k  how  it  is  your  owne  knight, 
right  ye  mosteupon  him  triste, 
rest  to  fecche  him  whan  you 


nt  so  pitous  was  to  here, 
ik  a  soth  at  prime  face, 
;  her  knight  to  her  so  dere,  920 
Dming,  and  the  siker  place, 
;h  that  she  dide  him  as  tho  a 

e, 

alle  thinges  as  they  stode, 

is,  sin  she  dide  al  for  gode. 

5w6rde,  *  As  wisly  God  at  reste 
inge,  as  me  is  for  him  wo  ! 
OS,  fayn  wolde  I  don  thebeste, 
ladde  grace  to  do  so. 
r  that  ye  dwelle  or  for  him  go, 
)d  me  bettre  minde  sende,  930 
m,  right  at  my  wittes  ende.* — 

urus,  *  Ye,  nece,  wol  ye  here  ? 
called     is     "  fleeminge     of 
:ches  " : 

ard,  for  wrecches  wol  not  lere 
'  slouthe  and  othre  wilful 
ties : 

by  hem  that  ben  not  worth 
fecches ! 

<Ne. 

rnon   (from    Arab,     two  •  homed), 
:lid  i.  47.    Here  in  the  general  sen.se 
perplexity. 

tge  0/  wrrcckes ;  a  translation  of 
wm,  or  EUufuga^  applied  to  Euclid 
ndarus,  perhaps  purposely  confuses 
proposition. 


But   ye   ben   wis ;  and   this   mature   on 

honde 
N'is   neither   hard,    ne   skilful   to  with- 

stonde. ' — 

*  Than,  em,*  quod  she,  *  doth  her-of  as 

you  list ! 
But,  or  he  come,  I  wol  up  first  arise.  940 
And,  for  the  love  of  God,  sin  al  my  trist 
Is  on  you  two,  and  ye  ben  bothe  wise, 
So  werketh  now  in  so  discreet  a  wise 
That  ich  honour  may  have,  and  he  pies- 

^unce. 
For  I  am  here  as  in  your  govemaunce.' 

*That  is  wel  seid,'  quod  he,  *my  nece 

dere ; 
Ther  good  thrift  on  that  wise  gentil  herte  ! 
But  liggcth  stille  and   taketh  him  right 

here ; 
It  nedeth  not  no  ferther  for  him  sterte. 
And  echof  you  eseothressorwes  smerte  950 
For  love  of  God  !     And,  Venus,  I  thee 

herie. 
For  sone  hope  I  weshul  ben  alle  merie !  * — 

This  Troilus  ful  sone  on  knees  him  sette 
Ful  sobrely,  right  by  her  beddes  hed, 
And  in  his  beste  wise  his  lady  grette. 
But,  Lord,  so  she  wex  sodeinliche  red  ! 
Ne,  though  men  sholden  smiten  off  her 

hed. 
She  coude  not  a  word  a-right  out-bringe 
So  sodeinly,  for  his  sod^in  cominge  ! 

But  Pandarus,  that  so  wel  coude  fele  960 
In  every  thing,  to  pleye  anon  bigan. 
And  seide^  *  Nece,  see  how  this  lord  can 

knele 
Now  for  your  trouthe  !     Y-sec  this  gentil 

man  ! ' 
And  with  that  word  he  for  a  quisshin  ran, 
And  seide,  *  Kneleth  now  whil  that  you 

leste  ! 
Ther   God  your  hertes   bringe   sone   at 

reste ! ' — 

Can  I  not  seyn,  for  she  bad  him  not  rise. 
If  sorwe  it  putte  out  of  her  r^membraunce, 


937.  this  matirtt  a*  G*  y  that  toe  han. 


495 


Or  elUs  that  she  took  it  in  the  wise 
Of  duete  as  for  his  iJbservauiice  ;  471 

But  wri  wot  I  she  dide  him  this  ptesdunce 
Thai  she  him  kisle,  nlthough  she  siglui 


And  bad  him  si' 


n  withouten  tii 


I 


Quod  Piindarus,  '  Nowwoiye  wel  bigionet 
Now  dulh  him  sitte,  gode  tiece  dere, 
Upon  your  beddes  side  a,\  Iher  wilhinnc. 
That    cch   of  you   Ihe    bet  may  other 

here  1  '— 

And  with  that  word  he  drowhim  to  Ihe  fere, 
And  took  a  light,   and  fond  his  cunte- 


As  for  to  loke  ujjon  ir 


old  re 


t 


Criseyde,  that  was  Troili;!'  lady  right 
And  deer  stood  on  a  ground  of  aikemesse, 
Al   Ihoughle  she   her  servaunl   and    her 

Ne  iholde  of  right  nnn  miitouthe  in  lict 

gfflSe, 
Vet  nalheles,  considered  his  distresse 
And  that  love  is  in  cause  of  swich  fulye, 
Thus  to  him  spak  she  of  his  jalousie : 

>  Lo,  herle  myn,  as  utolde  th'  excellence 
Of  love,  ayeins  the  whiche  no  man  niay 
Neoughteekgoodly  maken  r^istence,  md 
And  ek  because  I  felte  wel  and  say 
Vour  gceie  Ironthe  and  servisc  everyday, 
And  that  your  herte  al  myn  was,  50th  lo 

This  drof  me  for  lo  rewe  upon  your  peync. 

'And  your  gCHidnesse  have  I  foundealwey 

yit, 
Of  which,  my  dere  herte  and  al  my  knighi, 
I  thunke  it  you  ns  fer  as  I  have  wit, 
Al  can  1  nol  as  mucbe  as  it  were  right ; 
And  1  emfortb  my  conning  and  my  might 
Have,  iind  ity  shal   how  sore  that  me 


t  ^'lUCii 


e  and  hool  with  al  myn 


'fi^I^CA;  ijB-ki^lu 


'AnddredelesthslshalbeGnindeai  ^.i 
But,  herte  myn,  what  al  this  is  to  --^y 

Shal  wel  be  told,  so  that  jre  nol  you  gii.:. 
Though  I  to  you  r^ht  on  yovr-sclf  l<..':: 

pleyne  i 
For  ther-with  mcne  I  finally  the  pciTir 
That  halt  your  heneand  myn  in  hevin^-  - 
Fully  la  slen,  and  cveiy  wraiig  reitic<.~: 

'  My  gode  myn,  n'ot  I  for-why  nc  bfl» 
That  jalousie,  atlas,  thai  wikked  (riitfe. 
So  causeles  is  cropen  into  you,  uii 

The  harm  of  which  I  wnlde  (aya  delii«ie. 
AlUs,  Ihal  he,  al  hool,  or  of  him  slii-oc. 
Sholde  han  his  refut  in  so  digne  a  ['<- 
Ther  Jove  him  sone  ont  of  your  herte  1 1 

'  But  O  thou  Jove,  O  auctour  of  nji'  ■ 
Is  this  an  honour  to  thy  deite. 
That  folk  un^Uif  sufireo  here  injiitr. 
And  who  Ihalgilli.'is,  al  quit  go'th  he! 
Owercitlevcfiilfof  loplo'iwonthiT,  iia 

That  undeserved  suffrest  jalousjk. 
Of  that  1  woldeupon  ihee  pleyne  am!   ' 

'  Ek  al  my  wn  is  ihii,  liat  folk  no»  ■ 
To  seyn  rigtil  ihus,  "  Ye,  jalousye  i>.  I 
And  wolde  a  busshel  venim  al  ex<:i-~ 
For-ihai  00  greyn  of  love  is  in  it  s!;.  . 
Bui  that  wol  heighe  God  that  sit  jl-  < 
It  it  be  liker  love,  or  bale  and  graiii' 
And  after  that  it  oughle  bcre  his  n.n: 

'  But  certein  if,  som  maner  jatouS]  1 
Is  eicusable  more  than  som,  y-wi^  : 
As  whan  cause  is,  and  som  swich  f.i  n  ■■ 
With  pict*  so  wel  rtpressed  is 
llial  it  unnethf  doth  or  seith  unb;. 
But  goodly  drinkcth  up  al  his  distir- 
And  that  excuse  I  for  the  ^nlilc>:M 

'  And  som  so  ful  of  fliric  is  and  d«{>iL 
Thai  it  surmounlelh  liis  represEiouii. 
Bui,  herte  myn,  ye  ben  not  in  IhM  1  ~ 
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That    thanke    I   God ;    for-which    your 
passio\4n  1040 

I  wol  not  calle  it  but  illusioun 
Of  habundaunce  of  love  and  bisy  cure, 
That  doth  your  herte  this  disese  endure  ; 

*  Of  which  I  am  right  sory,  but  not  wroth. 
Bat,  for  my  devoir  and  your  hertes  reste, 
Whe'r  so  you  list  by  ordal,  or  by  oth, 
By  sort,  or  in  what  wise  so  you  leste, 
For  love  of  God,  lat  preve  it  for  the  beste  ! 
And  if  that  I  be  giltif,  do  me  deye  I 
Alias,  what  mighte  I  more  don  or  seye?' — 

With  that  a  fewe  brighte  teres  newe  1051 
Out  of  her  yen  fille,  and  thus  she  seyde, 

*  Now  God,  thou  wost  in  thought  ne  dede 

untrewe 
To  Troilus  was  nevere  yit  Criseyde  !  * — 
With  that  her  hed  doun  in  the  bed  she 

leyde. 
And  with  the  shete  it  wreigh,  and  sighte 

sore. 
And  held  her  pees  :  not  00  word  spak  she 

more. 

But  now  help  God  toquenchenal  thissorwe ! 
So  hope  I  that  he  shal,  for  he  best  may  I 
For  I  have  seyn  of  a  fill  misty  morwe 
Folwen  fill  ofte  a  merie  somer's  day  ;   io6x 
And  after  winter  folweth  grene  May. 
Men  sen  alday,  and  reden  ek  in  stones, 
that  after  sharpe  shoures  ben  vict6ries. 

Phis  Troilus  whan  he  her  wordes  hcrde, 
Have  ye  no  care  !)  him  liste  not  to  slepe  ; 
•"or  it  thoughte  him  no  strokes  of  a  yerde 
^o  here  or  sen  Criseyde  his  lady  wepe, 
tut  wel  he  felte  aboute  his  herte  crepe, 
or  every  tere  which  that  Criseyde  asterte, 
"he  crampe  of  deth,  to  streyne  him  by 
the  herte.  1071 

.nd  in  his  minde  he  gan  the  time  acorse 
Tiat  e  vere  he  com  ther,  or  that  he  was  bom ; 
or  now  is  wikke  turned  into  worse, 

1073.  «tvfv,  10  Hf  only. 
X073.  or^  V  and, 
1073.  tkaif  Cp.  thiU  that. 
xoj\.  was,  H9  mam  was. 


And  al  the  labour  he  hath  don  bifom 
He  wen'de  it  lost :  he  thoughte  he  n'as 

but  lorn. 
'O  Pandarus,' thoughte  he,  'alias,  thy  wile 
Serveth    of   naught,    so   weylawey   the 

while  !  '— 

And  therwithal  he  heng  adoun  the  hed, 
And  ai  on  knees,  and  sorwfulliche  he 

sighte :  xo8o 

What  mighte  he  seyn  ?    He  felte  he  n'as 

but  ded ; 
For  wroth  was  she  that  sholde  his  sorwes 

lighte. 
But  natheles,  whan  that  he  speken  mighte. 
Than  seide  he  thus,   *God  wot  that  of 

this  game. 
Whan  al  is  wist,  than  am  I  not  to  blame ! ' — 

Therwith  the  sorwe  so  his  herte  shette 
That  from  his  yen  fil  ther  not  a  tere  ; 
And  every  spirit  his  vig6ur  in-knette, 
So  they  astoned  and  oppressed  were ;  1089 
The  feling  of  his  sorwe,  or  of  his  fere, 
Or  of  aught  elles,  fled  was  out  of  towne  ; 
And  down  he  fil  al  sodeinliche  a-swownc. 

This  was  no  litel  sorwe  for  to  see ; 
But  al  was  bust,  for  Pandar  up  as  faste, 
'  O  nece,  pes,  or  we  be  lost ! '  quod  he, 

*  Beth  not  agast ! '  But  certein,  at  the  laste. 
For  this  or  that,  he  into  bedde  him  caste. 
And  seide,  *0  thef,  is  this  a  manncsherte?' 
And  off  he  rente  al  to  his  bare  sherte. 

And  seide,  *  Nece,  but  ye  helpe  us  now. 
Alias,  your  owne  Troilus  is  lorn  ! '     xiox 

*  Y-wis,  so  wolde  I,  and  I  wiste  how, 
Ful   fayn  ! '   quod  she :    *  Alias,   that  I 

was  bom  !  * — 

*  Ye,  nece,  wole  ye  pullen  out  the  thom 
That  stiketh  in  his  herte,'  quod  Panddre, 
*Sey  "al  foryeve,"  and  stint  is  al  this 

fare  !  *— 

*  Ye,  that  to  me,* quod  she,  *ful  levere  were 
Than  al  the  good  the  sonne  aboute  go*th  I ' 
And  therwithal  she  swor  him  in  his  ere. 


1094.  Buff  J  Cx  a3  and  others  J^cr. 
X094.  /br^  so  H4  G ;  Cx.  a*  ^/;  J  y  and. 
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iItow«peklom«,fotitainI,Criseyde 
"  t  k1  for  iwughl :   yil  roigbCe   he 

Therwithbispousandpaomjaofhishondes 
They  ^n  to  ftole,  and  wcte  his  lemples 

iweyne ; 
And,  to  dehveren  him  fto  biltre  bondea, 
She  ofte  him  kiste  ;  and,  shortly  for  In 

Him  to  tevoken  she  dide  al  h«  pcyne. 
And  at  the  last  e,  he  gnn  his  hrelh  to  diawe, 
And  of  his  swoughsone  after  that  adawe, 

And  gan  bet  minde  and  teson  to  him  take ; 
But  wonder  sure  he  was  ataysl,  y-wis, 
And  with  a  sik,  when  he  gan  bel  awake. 
He  seide,  '  O  mercy,  God,  what  thing  is 

this?'— 
'  Why  do  ye  with  your-selven  thus  amis  7 ' 
Quod  IhoCriseyde.  "Is thisamannes game? 
•  What,  Troilus  1  wol  ye  do  thus  ?     For 

Andlherwithalherannoverhimshelcydc, 

And  al  foryaf,  and  ofte  lime  him  kesle. 
Helhonked  her,  and  toherspakandseyde 
As  111  10  [lurpos  for  his  hertes  teste ;  iiji 
And  she  to  that  answfrde  him  as  hei  leste, 
And  with  her  goodly  wotdes  him  disporte 
She  gan,  and  ofte  his  sorwes  lo  conforte. 

Quod  Pandarus,  '  For  aught  I  can  espjen, 

»I  nor  this  candel  serven  here  of  nought ; 
Light  is  not  good  for  sikc  fblkes  yen  ! 
But  for  iheloveofGod,  unyebebtoaght 
In  Ihusgoodplil,  lat  nownonhevy  Ihought 
Ben  hanging  in  the  hertes  of  you  1  wcyc ! ' — 
And  hat  his  candel  loihechimcDeyc  ii^i 


Had  of  him  lake,  her  thot^hte  ihc  T, 
]i>  ID  biddc  hivi  ihcn  n . 
Yit  tasse  thing  than  olhi*  may  sutt- 
In  many  a  cas ;  for  every  » 
That  lovetb  vel,  menelh  bat  ^ei"' 

Bui  in  effect  she  wolde  wife  anon 
Of  what  man,  and  ek  whc*,  and  il- 
He  jalous  was,  sin  thw  was  cans-: 
And  ek  the  signe  that  lie  look  it  ^■ 
This  bad  she  him  to  telle  her  bisily, 
Or  ellts,  certdn,  she  bar  him  on  hof* 
That  this  was  don  for  malice,  hei  lo  faait. 

Wilhoute  more,  shortly  for  to  seyri. 
He  moste  obeye  unto  his  lady  he~'-- 
And  for  Ihe  hissc  hann  he  mastt  k ' 
He  seide  her,  'whan  she  yns  ii 

ShemighteonhimhanloVedalthel. 
N'ut  1  not  what,  at  dere  ynou^  a  r- 
As  he  thai  nedes  mosle  a  cause  IW 

Cnieyde  answfrde,  'Swele,  al  were  .'  - 

What  harm  was  thai,  sin  Inony»ri  nii" 
For,  by  thai  God  that  wrougfale  us  [•  ■■- 

In  alle  thing  is  myn  entente  <deBe  I 
Swiche  arguments  ne  ben  not  vorthahtHl 
Wol  ye  the  childissh  jaknis  cooUdiac? 
No  w  were  it  worthy  that  ye  werey-bete  r— 

Tho  Trtnlus  gan  sorwfuUy  lo  aki  : 
Lest  she   be  wroth,   him    ihoui;' 

herte  deyde ) 
And  seide,  '  Alias,  upon  my  sar»\ 
Have  mercy,  swele  heilc  myn,  tVi 
And  if  that  in  ibo  wordes  thai  I  -: 
Be  any  wrong.  I  wol  no  more  tn-; 
Da  what  yon  list,  lamalinyoargraLr 


,  ,iGiV#/7'™7.>Ar* 


it4> 


Criscyde  answerde.  'Of  gilt  mncncDiw 
This  is  to  seyn,  that  1  forycvc  al  thk.  ti^ 
And  evere-mo  on  tlus  night  yoo  KcotJe. 
Andbeth  wel  waryedonDmorcnm 
'Nay,derihertemyn,'quo<lhe, 'y  » 

',tl,'.    Truoif'.  •^dV-^WOf. 

ii(A  fnffKi!  1  mJ  obtatjttmilt- 
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now,'  quod  she,  *  that  I  have  don 
you  smerte, 
7t,  it  me,  myn  owne  swete  herte !' — 

roilus,  with  blisse  of  that  supprised, 
il  in  Goddes  hond,  as  he  that  mente 
ng  but  wel ;  and,  sodeinly  avised, 
r  in  armes  faste  to  him  hente. 
'andarus,  with  a  ful  good  entente, 

him  to  slepe,  and  seyde,   *  If  ye 

ben  wise, 
^eth   not    now     lest    more    folk 

arise  ! ' —  1x90 

mighte  or  may  the  sely  larke  seye, 
that  the  sperhauk  hath  it  in  his 
foot?— 
no  more,  but  of  thise  ilke  tweye, 
om  this  tale  sucr^  be  or  soot, 
h  that  I  tarieayeer,  som  time  I  moot 
myn  auctour  tellen  hir  gladn^sse 
1  as  I  have  told  hir  hevinesse. 

ie,  which  that  felte  her  thus  y-take, 
iten  clerkes  in  hir  bok^  olde,  1x99 
as  an  aspen  leef  she  gan  to  quake, 
she  him  felte  her  in  his  armes  folde. 
'roilus,  al  hool  of  cares  colde, 
hanken  tho  the  brighte  Goddes 
sevene. — 
Dndrypeynesbringenfolk  in  hevene. 

"roilus  in  armes  gan  her  streyne, 
jide,  *0  swete,  as  evere  mote  I  gon, 
^e  ye  caught !      Now  is  ther  but 
we  tweync  I 
eldeth  you,  for  other  bote  is  non !  * — 
it  Criseyde  answ^rde  thus  anon, 
id  I  or  now,  my  swete  herte  dere, 
>lde,  y-wis  I  were  now  not  here ! ' — 

h  is  seid,  that  heled  for  to  be   xaxa 
a  fevere,  or  other  gret  sikn^sse, 
loste  drinke,  as  men  may  alday  see, 
tre  drinke ;  and  fortohangladn^sse. 

And,  y  But. 

brighte^  y  blis/ul. 

I  were  now  not  Aere,  R  Cx.  H3  H5  /  u' 

funu  ben  here. 


Men  drinkenofte  peyne  and  gret  distresse : 
I  mene  it  here,  as  for  this  ^venture 
That  thorugh  a  peyne  hath  founden  al 
his  cure. 

And  now  swetn^sse  semeth  more  swete 
That  bittemesse  assayed  was  bifom  ;  1220 
For  out  of  wo  in  blisse  now  they  flete ; 
Non  swich  they  felten  sin  they  were  bom. 
Now  is  this  bet  than  bothe  two  be  lorn  ! 
For  love  of  God,  take  every  woroman  hede 
To  werken  thus,  whan  it  com'th  to  the  nede ! 

Criseyde,  al  quit  from  every  drede  and  tenc, 
As  she  that  juste  cause  had  him  to  triste. 
Made  him  swich  feste,  it  joye  was  to  sene. 
Whan  she  his  trouthe  and  clene  entente 
wiste ;  1229 

And  as  aboute  a  tree  with  many  a  twiste 
Bitrent  and  wryth  the  swote  wodebinde, 
Gan  ech  of  hem  in  armes  other  winde. 

And  as  the  newe  abaysed  nightingale 
That  stinteth  first  whan  she  biginneth  singe, 
Whan  that  she  hereth  any  herde  tale, 
Or  in  the  hegges  any  wight  steringe, 
And  after  siker  doth  her  vois  out-ringe  ; 
Right  so  Criseyde,  whan  her  drede  stente, 
Opned  her  herte,  and  tolde  al  her  entente. 

And  right  as  he  that  saw  his  dethy-shapen, 
And  deyen  moste,  in  aught  that  he  may 

gesse,  1241 

And  sodeinly  rescous  doth  him  escapen. 
And  from  his  deth  is  brought  insikemesse ; 
For  al  this  world,  in  swich  preset  glad- 

n^e 
Is  Troilus,  and  hath  his  lady  swete.  — 
With  worse  hap  God  lat  us  nevere  mete  ! 

Her  armes  smale,  her  streighte  bak  and 

softe, 
Her  sides  longe,  flesshly,  smothe,  and  white 
He  gan  to  stroke,  and  good  thrift  bad  fril 

ofte 
Her  snowissh  throte,  her  brestes  rounde 

and  lite  :  1250 

1222.  «/n,  H4  and  othen  sin  that. 

1240.  AZTv,  J  seith;  a*  y  seth. 

1241.  moste^  a*  G  Y  mot. 
xa45.  /f.<rfO«-fK«*. 
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Thus  in  this  hcvenc  he  gan  him  lo  di 
And  thcrwithal  a  thousand  lime  hei  kuie, 
That  what  to  don  for  joye  unncihe  he 


I 


Ttan  seide  he  thus,  '  O  Love,  O  Chaiili  I 
Thy  moder  ek,  Citherea  the  swete. 
After  Ihy-self  neit  herieil  be  she, 
Venus  menc  1,  the  wel-willy  planite  ! 
And  next  you,  Imenfus,  I  thee  grete  ! 
Tta  neverc  man  was  lo  you  Goddes  holde 
As  I,  that  yc  hnn  brought  fro  cates  colde. 

Senigne  Love,  thou  holy  bond  of  thinges, 
Who-so  woi  grace,  and  li5t  thee  ■ 

Lo,  his  dcsit  woi  flee  withoaien  ' 
For  n'oldcstow  of  l>ount6  hem  so 
That  serven  besi  and  most  alwiy  labduren, 
Yit  werenl  lost,  ihatdatl  welseyn,  « 
But-if  Ihy  grace  passed  our  descries. 

'  And,  for  ihoa  me,  that  coude  lecst  deserve 
Of  hem  Ihalnoumbred  ben  unto  Ihy  grace, 
llostholpentherlUklywaslosteive,  ii;.. 
And  me  bestowed  in  so  heigh  a  place 
That  th'  like  boundes  may  nu  btisH^  pace, 
I  can  no  more,  but  laude  and  reverence 
:o  ihy  bountc  and  thya  excellence  ! ' — 

And  thcrwithal  Ctisoyde  anon  he  kisie. 
Of  which,  cenein,  she  felle  no  disese  I 

scide  he,   '  Now  wolde  God  I 

Uyn  herte  swete,  how  I  you  mighte  pleu 

What  man, 'quod  he,  'wasevere  thus  ale 

lom  the  bircstandthebcste  ii 

T^wt  Gvere  1  say,  deyneih  bet  heite  lesti 


c  Ihst  mercy  passeth 


Here  may  n 
righl  : 

Th'  experience  of  this  is  fclt  in  me, 
Tliat  am  unworthy  to  you,  lady  bright. 
Bull  herle  myn,  of  your  bcnignet^ 

Ihenketh,  though  thai  I  unwoitby  be, 

»W.  nmU  luil.  H,y  Uac^. 


As  thus  he  woi  hon  thai  ye  ben  my  Hot 
To  ito  me  live,  if  ihat  you  Usl,  oi  stcite, 
So  lechclh  me  how  that  I  may  desem 
Your  thonk,  aa  Ihat  I  ihontgh  myn  i^oot- 


Ned 


o  ihing  that  be  you  displesauno. 


'  For  oertea,  fiesshe  wommanlichc  wil, 
Thisdar  I  seje,  that  Iroulbe  and  diligenn. 
That  shftl  ye  finden  in  me  ol  my  Uf  \ 
N'  1  woi  not,  certein.  breken  your  defence: 
And  if  I  do,  prestnl  or  in  absence,  tF» 
For  love  of  G<>d  lat  slee  me  witb  the  dok. 
If  Ihat  il  like  unlo  your  womnwnhctkr 

■  V-wis,'  quod  she,  'myn  owne  heiles  lifl. 
My  ground  of  ese,  and  al  myn  bene  dae. 
Gramercy,  for  on  that  is  al  my  UiM  I 
But  lat  us  lalle  awey  fro  this  nuten, 
For  Ibis  sulHseth  which  thai  seyd  is  l>trr : 
And  at  oo  word,  wilboulcn  repcnl»>:  . 
Welcome,   my    knighl,    my    pcc^, 
sutBsaunce  1 ' — 

Of  hir  delit  or  joyes  oon  the  lesle  i;ij 
Were  impossible  lo  my  wil  lo  scye  ; 
But  juggelh  ye  thai  han  ben  at  tJie  fcstc 
Of  swichgladnesse,  if  that  hem  lislefJeyel 
1  can  no  more,  but  thus  ihisc  ilkc  tueyt 
That  nighl  bctwixen  drede  and  ukcnieae. 
They  felle  in  lore  the  grele  u-onhioeBC 

O  blisful  night,  of  hem  sc  longe  y-aoaghl, 
Howbliiheunlo  hem  buthc  two  ibou  wcte ! 
Why  n'had  I  swich  oon  with  my  souk 

y.biiughl, 
Ve,  ot  the  lecMe  ya^k  ihal  was  then;  7 
Awey,  thou  fbuU  daungci  and  ihoii  ' 


■  >9i.  :t<n  »  K.  H,-.  J  R  Ca.  on. 
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3W  a1-though  1  can  not  tellen  al 
1  m/n  auctoui  of  his  excellence, 
\t  I  seid,  and  God  to-fbm,  and  shal 
Ty  thing  the  giet  of  his  sentence  ; 
fthat  I,  at  loves  reveience, 
anything  in  eched  for  the  bestc, 
thetwilhal  right  as  your-selven  leste. 

ine  wordcs,  hereandeverypsjl,  1351 

e  liem  alle  undei  coirecioun 

J,  that  feeling  han  in  loves  art, 

mite  hem  hool  in  your  discrecionn 

'esse  01  make  diminudoun 

'  langjge  ;  and  that  I  you  biseche.  — 

iw  to  purpos  of  my  rather  speche. 

ilkf  two  that  ben  in  armeslaft, 

TChfrom  other  wen 'de  ben  biraA,  1340 
es,  lo,  ihis  was  hir  moste  fere, 
J  this  thing  but  nice  dremcs  were  : 
hich  fill  ofle  ech  of  hem  seide,  '  O 

;  kh  you  thus,  or  eltes  ich  ii  mete  ? ' 

eide,  '  O  deie  herte,  nioy  it  be 
this  be  Eoth,  that  ye  ben  in 

place  ?  •- 
«tic  myn,  God  thankelof  hisgrace )' 
tho  Criseyde,  and  therwithal  him 

kiste,  ijso 

vher  his  s[nrit  was,  forjoyehe  n'iste. 

Troilus  ful  ofle  bcr  yen  two 
»  to  kisse,  and  seide,  >  O  yen  clere, 
c  ye  thai  wrooghlcn  me  this  wo, 
mble  uettes  of  -ofj  lady  derc  I 

w  mmm  ur*  ('<,  u  I  P  H,  R  Ci.  Ml  S  1 

I  R  Ci.  'k.  S  h>n  Ihs  two  rdlDwing 
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Though  ther  bemercywriteninyourchere, 
~  wol,  the  text  ful  hard  is,  sotb,  to  linde ! 
Uow    conde    ye    withooten     bond     me 

Therwith  he  gan  her  &ste  in  armes  take, 
And  wet  a  thousand  times  gan  he  sike,  ij&i 
Nol  swiche  Borwfiil  sikes  as  men  mjte 
For  wo,  or  etles  whan  that  folk  ben  sike, 
But  csy  sikes,  swiche  as  ben  lo  like, 
Thai  shewed  his  affeccioun  withinne ; 
Of  swiche  sikes  coude  he  nothing  blinne. 

Sone  after  Ibis  they  spake  of  soodry  Ihinges 
As  lil  10  purpos  of  hir  ivenlute. 
And  pleying  enlrechaungeden  hir  linges, 
or  which  I  can  not  letlen  no  scripliire ; 
But  wel  I  wot  a  broche  of  gold  azure. 
In  which  a  ruby  sel  was  lik  an  herte,  1371 
Ciiseydehim  yaf,  and  slak  it  on  his  sberte. 

Lord,  trowen  ye  a  coveitouse  wrecche, 
Tliat  blameth  love  and  hall  of  it  despit. 
Thai  of  Ihe  pens  that  he  can  mokre  and 

Was  cvere  yit  y-yeve  him  swich  delit 
As  is  in  love  in  00  point  in  som  plit  ? 
Nay,  douleles  !  for  al-so  God  me  save. 
So  parfil  joye  may  no  nigard  have  '. 

They  wol  scye  'yis,'  bul.  Lord,  so  that 
Ihey  lye,  1380 

Tho  bisy  wrecches,  ful  of  wo  and  drede  ! 
They  depen  love  a  woodnesse  or  fol^e, 
~  it  shal  &lle  hem  as  I  shal  you  rede : 
They  shal  torgoa  Ihe  white  and  ek  Ihe 

And  live  in  wo.     Ther  God  yeve  hem 

mischaunce. 
And  every  lover  in  his  (routhe  avaunce  I 

As  wolde  God,  Ihise  wiecches  that  despise 
Servlse  of  love  badde  eres  al-so  longe 
As  hadde  Mida,  ful  otcoveillse. 
And  therto  dronken  hadde  as  hole  and 
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VAs  Ctossiu  didc  for  his  nDijcles  wiungc, 
To  techcn  hem  that  covcilise  U  vice. 
And  love  is  vcrtu,  though  men  holtle  il 

Thise  like  two  of  whiche  thai  I  you  seye, 
Whui  that  hir  hertes  fut  assured  were, 
Tho  goone  Ihcy  to  speken  and  to  pteye. 
And  ek  rehersen  how  and  whan  and  where 
They  knewe  hem  fiial,  and  every  wo  and 

That  passed  was ;  but  al  that  hevinesse, 
Y-Chanked  God,  was  torned  to  gtadnfasc 

And  evere  mo,  whan  that  hem  lil  lospeke 
Of  any  wo  of  swich  a  time  a-gon. 
With  kissing  al  that  tale  shulde  breke. 
Anil  (alien  in  a  newc  joye  anon. 
And  dideo  al  hii  might,  sin  they  were  oon. 
For  lo  rccovcicn  blisse  and  ben  at  ese, 
And  passed  wo  with  joye  countrepesc. 

Reson  wol  not  now  that  I  speke  of  sleep, 
For  it  acordeth  not  lo  my  malite  -. 
Godwal,lheytokeorthatAillitelhccpl  ■(■<> 
But  lesl  this  night  that  was  to  hem  so  dcre 
Ne  sbolde  in  veyn  escape  in  no  maneie, 
II  was  biset  in  joyc  and  bisineste 
Of  al  that  sounelh  into  gentUes&e. 

Whan  that  the  cok,  comi'ine  astrologer, 
Gan  on  his  brest  to  bcle  and  after  crowe, 
And  Lucifer,  the  dayes  messager. 


of  Oiodu,  king  of  Pirlhia. 

■39».  '3SI3'  crmiiut,  etc.,  P  G  y  tktt  A 
«**  via,  AndlatKn  mnekl,  attAntk  Ikrji . 


Thai  day  of  us  mot  make  dlsicveis :  -. 
Fur  time  it  is  to  rise  and  hemici  go, 
Or  cllcs  1  am  lost  for  evereinx  ! 
O  nighl,  allns,  why  n'illow  over  us  hm 
As  longe  as  whan  Almena  lay  by  Jtrtr 


hide 

At  certcin  limes  with  ihy  UUke  wi-J;. 
That  under  thai  men  oiighte  in  restciil<ii)L 
Wei  oughten  bee&ces  pleyne  and  Iblk  iIr 

That  ther-as  day  with  labour  WDkk  a 

brcste. 
That  thou  thus  Seest,  and  deynesl  ni  Ml 


'  Thou  dosi,  alias,  loo  shortly  thyn  r-. 
Thou  rakel  night )    Thei  God,  tMV 

Fdf  Ihi>U  M  dbwnvvafd  hoslesl  r.l  ii: 
Thee  corse,  and  lo  out  hemi^peii  !■. 
That  neveremo  under  the  gtouniic 

For,  thonigh  thy  lakel  hying  out  of  T  ■ 
Have  I  forgon  thus  hastily  my  joxi  ' 

This  Troitus,  that  with  iho  worde<  i 
As  thoughte  him  Iho,  for  pielous  di!it< 
The  bloody  teres  from  liis  hertc  mcli.. 
As  he  that  nevere  yit  swich  hevinox 
Assayed  had  out  d  so  gret  gladnesse. 
I^n  thetwiihal  Criscyde,  his  la<ly  <\ai. 
In  anncsstreyne,  and  seyde  in  Ibis  nunm 

'  O  ctatX  day,  accusoui  of  the  joye     i.fi 
That  love  and  night  han  stale  and  but 

y-wryen, 
Acorscd  be  (hy  coining  into  Ttoyc, 
For  every  bore  hath  oon  of  iliy  I". 

Envious  dny,  what  litt  Ihce  so  t'esp>cLi 
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iul»w  loal  P     What  sck  si  lliuu  in 
this  plaj:e  ? 
od  thy  light  so  quenche  for  his  grace  I 

.  what  ban  thise  loveis  theeagill, 
Dusiiay?  Thynbelhepineof  belli; ! 
iny  a  [over  hastow  sbyn,  and  will ; 
DurinB  id  wol  no-whei  lele  hem 
dwcUe  1  it&i 

Kofreslow  thy  light  hctc  for  to  sellc  ? 
[e  it  hem  that  sa\a\k  setea  grave  I 
\  thee  not !  us  nedeth  no  day  have  1 ' 

L  ihe  Sonne,  Tilan,  wolde  he  chide, 
iiidf,  '  O  fool,  wel  may  men  thee 

dispise, 
ast  al  nighl  the  Dawing  by  Ihy  side 
Lffrest  her  so  sone  u]i  fro  thee  rise, 

disescn  bvers  in  this  wi»:  \ 

hold  thy  lied  iher,  ihou,  and  elt 

thy  Monve  ! 
;c   lo   God,   so   ycvc   you   bo  I  he 


ilh  fill  £ore  he  sighte,  and  thus  he 

idy  right,  and  ofiny  wele  and  wo 
■rmy  rote,  O  gootlty  myn,  Criseyde, 
lallriwr?  Alios,  and  shall  so? 
xXii  I  that  myn  herte  mot  a-lwo  1 
>w  sholdu  I  my  lif  on  hourc  save. 
It  with  you  is  al  the  joye  ich  have  ? 

■ihalldon?    Forccrlesln'othow, 
an,  alias,  I  may  the  lime  see 

I  this plil  Imaybeefl  with  you  !  14B11 
r  iny  lif,  God  wot  how  that  shol  be  ! 

II  desir  right  now  so  sUcyneth  me, 
am  ded  anon  but  I  relume, 

hijldo  I  longe,  alias,  froyousojotne? 


»,  (o  H|  R  Ci,  Hi ;  J  uuJ  Mbm  emit. 
/ImcnVi  mire  ofTiihoaus,  whom  CbsuccT 


labilt. 


Thai  I,  yourowneacrvant  and  your  knighl, 
Were  in  your  herte  y-shet  as  fermely 
As  ye  in  myn,  (the  whiche  thing  irewely 
Me    Icvcre    were    tban    Ihisc    worldei 
Iwcyne),  nv 

Yit  sholde  I  bet  endurcn  al  my  peyne.' — 

To  that  Criseyde  answerdc  thus  anon. 
And  wilh  a  sik  she  seyde,  '  O  hcrle  dcte. 
The  game,  y-wis,  so  ferforth  now  is  gon. 
That  erst  sbal  Phebus  hllen  fro  his  spere. 
And  everich  egle  ben  the  dowves  fere, 
And  every  tochc  oul  of  his  place  sterte. 
Or  Troilus  oul  of  Criseydes  herle  1 

'  Ve  ben  so  depe  in-wiih  my  bene  y-gravc. 
Thai,  though  I  wolde  il  tome  out  of  my 

thought,  ijoD 

As  wisly  verrny  God  my  soule  save, 
To  deyen  in  the  peyne  I  coude  nought  1 
And,  for  Ibe  love  of  God  that  US  hath 

wrought, 
Lat  in  your  brayn  non  other  fanias^e 
So  crepe,  that  il  cause  me  to  dye  1 

'Andlhalyemewolde  hanasfosleinniinde 
As  I  have  you,  that  wolde  I  you  biscche  ; 
And  if  I  wisle  sothly  that  lo  iinde, 
God  roighte  nol  ■  point  my  joyes  ecbe  f 
Bui  herte  myn,  withoule  more  speche,  ijio 
Beth  lo  me  Irewe,  or  elles  were  it  roulhe  ; 
For  lam  thyn,  by  Godandbymytrouthet 

'  Bclh  glad  for-lhy,  and  live  in  sikemesse  ; 
Thus  seide  I  nevere  or  now,  ne  shal  lo  mo  I 
And  if  lo  you  it  were  a  gret  gladnfssc 
To  tome  ayein  sone  after  that  ye  go. 
As  byn  wolde  1  as  ye  that  il  were  so, 
As  wisly  God  myn  heitebringe  at  reslc  I' — 
And  hun  in  armei  look  and  ofie  kiste. 


Ayein  his  wil,  sin  it  mot  nedea  be,      ■}» 
This  Troilus  up  ros,  and  (aste  him  cieddc, 
And  in  his  armes  look  his  lady  Sree 
An  hundred  time,  and  on  hil  wey  him 
spedde; 
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And,  unih  swich  vols  as  though  his  herte 

bleddc, 
He  seide,  *  Far-wel,  dere  herte  swete  ! 
Ther  God  us  graunte  sounde  and  sone 

mete !  * — 

To  which  no  word  for  sorwe  she  answ^rde, 
So  sore  gan  his  parting  her  distreyne  ; 
And  Troilus  unto  his  paleys  ferde 
As  wo-bigon  asshe  was,  soth  to  seyne ;  1530 
So  hardc  him  wrong  of  sharp  dcsir  the 

peyne 
For  to  ben  eft  thcr  he  was  in  plesaunce, 
That  it  may  nevere  out  of  his  r^mcm- 

braunce. 

Retomed  to  his  real  paleys  sonc, 
He  softe  into  his  bed  gan  for  to  slinke. 
To  slepe  longe  as  he  was  wont  to  done. 
But  al  for  naught ;  he  may  wel  ligge  and 

winke, 
But  slep  nc  may  ther  in  his  herte  sinke, 
Thinking  how  she,  for  whom  desir  him 

brendc, 
A  thousand  fold  was  worth  more  than  he 

wen'de.  1540 

And  in  his  thought  gan  up  and  down  to 

winde 
Her  wordes  alle  and  every  countenaunce, 
And  fermeliche  inprcssen  in  his  mindc 
The  leste  point  that  to  him  was  plesaunce ; 
And  vcrrayliche  of  th'  ilke  remembrauncc 
Desir  al  newc  himbrende,  and  lust  to  brede 
Gan  more  than  erst,  and  yit  took  he  non 

hedc. 

Criscyde  alsw,  right  in  the  sclve  wise, 

Of  Troilus  gan  in  her  herte  shette 

His    worthincsse,    his    lust,    his    dedes 

wise,  1550 

His  gentilcsse,  and  how  she  with  him 

mctte, 
Thankinge  Love,  he  so  wcl  her  bisettc ; 
Desiring  eft  to  han  her  herte  dere 
In  swich  aplit,  she  dorstc  make  him  chere. 

X524.  T'.vj  as  though^  v  tv^rdrs  as. 
1525.  dVn*,  Wj^y  my  aeir. 
154S.  schfy  so  J  R  Hj  Cx. ;  rest  samr. 
1552.  ke,  S  that  he. 


Pandare,  a-morwe  which  that  comcn  was 
Unto  his  nece  and  gan  her  &ire  grete, 
Seide,  '  Al  this  night  so  reyned  it,  alias, 
That  al  my  drede  is  that  ye»  nece  swete, 
Han  litel  leiser  had  to  slepe  and  mete : 
Al  night,*  quod  he,  *  hath  reyn  so  doo  iik 
wake,  1540 

That  som  of  us  for  gode  his  bed  mayake!' 

And  ner  he  com,  and  seide,  '  How  stiot 

it  now 
This  brighte  morwe  ?    Nece,  how  cao  ye 

fare?* 
Criseyde  answerde,  'Nevere  the  bet  fer 

you, 
Fox  that  ye  ben !  God  ye  ve  your  herte  care ! 
God  help  me  so,  ye  caused  al  this  &rr, 
Trowe  I,'  quod  she,  '  for  al  your  woides 

white ! 
O,  who-so  sceth  you  knoweth  yoa  fid 

lite  !  *— 

With  that  she  gan  her  fiaice  for  to  wrye 
Al  with  the  shete,  and  wex   for  shame 

red ;  1570 

And  Pandarus  gan  under  for  to  prye, 
And  seide,  '  Nece,  if  that  I  shal  be  ded, 
Have  here  a  swerd,  and  smitcth  off  myo 

hed!» 
With  that  his  arm  al  sodeinly  he  thrcste 
Under  her  nekke,  and  at  the  lasteherkcste. 

I  |xissc  al  that  which  nedeth  not  to  seye. 
What !  God  foryaf  his  deth,  and  she  aLw 
Foryaf,  and  with  her  uncle  gan  to  pleyc* 
For  other  cause  was  ther  non  than  so.  15:9 
But  of  this  thing  right  to  th^eflfect  to  go, 
Whan  time  was,  homtilherhousshewente; 
And  Pandarus  hath  hooUy  his  entente. 

Now  torne  we  ayein  to  Troilus, 
That  restclcs  fill  longe  a-bedde  lay, 
And  prively  sente  after  Pandarus 
To  him  to  come  in  al  the  haste  he  may- 
He  com  anon,  not  ones  seide  he  nay ; 

1561.  Am,  so  H*;  J  kin  \{±  R  our.    «»G*7 
That  some  o/us^  1  tnmty  kir  ktdts  mkti 
1563.  brigkte^  a'  G*  y  merit, 
157a  AfwttkC^  all  vitk. 
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Toilus  ful  sobreliche  he  grette, 
own  upon  his  beddes  side  him  sette. 

'roilus,  with  al  th'affeccioun        1590 
ides  love,  that  herte  may  devise, 
ndarus  on  knowes  fil  adoun  ; 
yi  that  he  wolde  off  the  place  arise, 
n  him  thonkeiv  in  his  beste  wise 
sand  time,  and  gan  the  day  to  blesse 
le  was  born  to  bringe  him  fro  dis- 
tresse. 

eide,  *  O   frend  of  frendes  alder- 

beste 

vere  was,  the  sothe  for  to  telle, 
last  in  hevene  y-brought  my  soule 

at  reste 

egitoun,  the  fery  flood  of  helle ;  1600 
hough  I  mighte  a  thousand  times  selle 
a  day  my  lif  in  thy  servise, 
bte  not  a  mote  in  that  suffise. 

)nne,  which  that  al  the  world  may  see, 
2 vere  yit,  my  lif  that  dar  I  leye, 
r  fair  and  goodly  as  is  she, 
I  am  al  and  shal  til  that  I  deye ; 
lat  I  thus  am  hires,  dar  I  seye, 
Konked  be  the  heighe  worthinesse 
c,  and  ek  thy  kinde  bisinessc  !    1610 

hastow  me  no  litel  thing  y-yive, 
lich  to  thee  obliged  be  for  ay 

And  why?     For  thorugh  thy  help 
I  live, 

s  ded  had  I  ben  mony  a  day  !  * — 
th  that  word  down  in  his  bed  he  lay ; 
andarus  fill  sobreliche  him  herde 
vas  seyd,  and  than  he  thusansw^rde : 

ere  frend,  if  I  have  don  for  thee 
cas,  G(xi  wot,  it  is  me  lief; 
Ti  as  glad  as  man  may  of  it  be,  i6ao 
^Ip  me  so  !    But  tak  it  not  a-grief : 
re  of  God,  be  war  of  this  mischief, 

thousand^  a?  G'  y  hundred  (y  titk*  for 

dav  to,  a2  Qfl  y  time. 

Fiegitoun^  Phlegethon. 

thus^  y  him. 

ForhveofCody  a«G«  y  Thatlihaluyn. 


TTiat,  ther-as  now  thou  brought  art  in  thy 

blisse, 
That  thou  thy-self  ne  cause  it  not  to  misse. 

*  For  of  fortunes  sharp  adversite 

The  worste  kinde  of  infortune  is  this  : 

A  man  to  han  ben  in  prosperity. 

And  it  remembren  whan  it  passed  is.  1628 

Thou'rt  wis  y-nough,  for-thy  do  not  amis  : 

Be  not  too  rakel,  though  thou  sitte  warme. 

For  if  thou  be,  certein,  it  wol  thee  harme. 

<Thouartatese,andholdtheewel  ther-inne; 
For  also  seur  as  red  is  every  flr. 
As  gret  a  craft  is  kepe  wel  as  winne. 
Bridle  alwey  wel  thy  speche  and  thy  desir. 
For  worldly  joye  halt  not  but  by  a  wir  : 
That  preveth  wel,  it  brest  alday  so  ofte  ; 
For-thy  nede  is  to  werken  with  it  softe ! ' — 

Quod  Troilus,  *  I  hope,  and  God  to-fom, 
My  dere  frend,  that  I  shal  so  me  bere,  1640 
That  in  my  gilt  ther  shal  no  thing  be  lorn, 
N'l  wol  not  rakle  as  for  to  greven  here. 
It  nedeth  not  this  mater  ofte  stere ; 
For,  wistestow  myn  herte  wel,  Pandare, 
By  God  of  this  thou  woldest  litel  care  1 ' 

Tho  gan  he  telle  him  of  his  glade  night. 
And  wher-offirsthishertedredde,andhow; 
And  seide,  '  Frend,  as  I  am  trewe  knight. 
And  by  that  feith  I  shal  to  God  and  you, 
I  hadde  it  nevere  half  so  hote  as  now  ; 
And  ay  the  more  that  desir  me  biteth  1651 
To  love  her  best,  the  more  it  me  deliteth. 

'  I  n*ot  myself  not  wisly  what  it  is  ; 
But  now  I  fele  a  newe  quality, 
Ye,  al  another  than  I  dide  or  this/ — 
Pandite  answ^rde,  and  seide  thus,  that  *he 
That  ones  may  in  hevene  blisse  be. 
He  feleth  other-weyes,  dar  I  leye, 
Than  th'  ilke  time  he  first  herde  of  it  seye. 

This  is  00  word  for  al :  this  Troilus   x66o 
Was  nevere  ful  to  speke  of  this  mature, 

1643.  *^i*  mater^  etc.,  a^  03  i^nx.)  alday  this 
thing;  to  tere. 

1643.  stertt  so  R  Cx.  II3  (see  iv.  1451) ;  J  and 
others  tere. 

1645.  By  Cod^  a>  G*  y  God  wet. 
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And  for  to  preisen  unto  Pandarus 
The  bounty  of  his  righte  lady  dere, 
And  Pandarus  to  thanke  and  maken  cherc. 
This  tale  ay  was  span-newe  to  biginnc, 
Til    that    the    night    departed    hem    a- 
twinne. — 

Sone  after  this,  for-that  Fortune  it  wolde, 
Y-comen  was  the  blisftil  time  swete,  1668 
That  Troilus  was  warned  that  he  sholde, 
Ther  he  was  erst,  Criseyde  his  lady  mete  ; 
For  which  he  felte  his  herte  in  joye  flete, 
And  feithfully  gan  alle  the  Goddcs  herie. 
And  lat  see  now,  if  that  he  can  be  merie  ! 

And  holden  was  the  forme  and  al  the  wise 
Of  her  cominge,  and  cck  of  his  also, 
As  it  was  erst,  which  nedeth  not  devise. 
But  pleinly  to  th'eflfect  right  for  to  go, 
In  joye  and  seurte  Pandarus  hem  two  1678 
A-bedde  broughte,  whan  hem  bothe  Icste  ; 
And  thus  they  ben  in  quiete  and  in  reste. 

Not  nedeth  it  to  you,  sin  they  ben  met. 
To  axe  at  me  if  that  they  blithe  were ; 
For  if  it  erst  was  wel,  tho  was  it  bet 
A  thousand  fold :    this  nedeth  not  t'en- 

qucrc. 
Agon  was  every  sorwe  and  every  fere  ; 
And  bothe,  y-wis,  they  hadde,  and  so  they 

wen*de. 
As  muche  joye  as  herte  may  comprende. 

This  n'is  no  litel  thing  of  for  to  scye  : 
This  passeth  every  wit  for  to  devise ;  1689 
For  ech  of  hem  gan  othres  lust  obeye  : 
Felicite,  which  that  thise  clerkes  wise 
Commenden  so,  ne  may  not  here  sufHse  : 
This  joye  may  not  writen  be  with  inkc : 
This  passeth  al  that  herte  may  bi-thinke  ! 

But  cruel  day  (so  weylawey  the  stounde  !) 
Gan  for  t*aproche  as  they  by  signcs  knewe. 
For  which   hem    thoughte   felen   dethes 

wounde. 
So  wo  was  hem,  that  chaungen  gan  hir 

hewe ; 
And  day  they  gonnen  to  despise  al  newe, 
Calling  it  traitour,  envious,  and  worse ;  1700 
And  bitterly  the  dayes  light  they  corse. 


Quod  Troilus,  '  Alias,  now  am  I  war. 
That  Pireis  and  the  swifte  stedes  three, 
Whiche  that  drawen  forth  the  sonncschv, 
Han  gon  som  by-path  in  dispit  of  me : 
That  roaketh  it  so  sone  day  to  be  ; 
And,  for  the  Sonne  him  hasteth  thus  to  ris, 
Ne  shal  I  nevere  don  him  sacrifiae  ! ' 

« 

But  nedes  day  departe  hem  moste  sooe ; 
And  whan  hir  speche  y-doa  was  and  hii 
chere,  1710 

They  twinneanonas  they  ben  wont  to  done, 
And  setten  time  of  meting  eft  i-fere. 
And  many  a  night  they  wroughte  in  this 

And  thus  Fortune  a  time  ledde  in  jo^e 
Criseyde  and  eekthis  kinges  soneof  Troyc 

In  sufiisaunce,  in  blisse,  and  in  singiqges 
This  Troilus  gan  al  his  lif  to  lede.  1717 
Hespendeth,jousteth,maketh  festeyinges; 
He  yeveth  frely  ofte,  and  chaungeth  wede, 
And  held  aboute  him  ay,  withouten  ditde, 
A  world  of  folk,  as  com  him  wel  of  kinde, 
Thefresshest  and  the  bestchecoudefinde; 

That  swich  a  vois  of  him  was,  and  1 

stevcne. 
Throughout  the  world,   of  honour  and 

largesse. 
That  it  up-rong  unto  the  yate  of  hercnc. 
And,  as  in  love,  he  was  in  swich  gladocsse, 
That  in  his  herte  he  dcmed,  as  I  gesse, 
That  ther  n'is  lover  in  this  world  at  ese 
So  wel  as  he ;  and  thus  gan  love  him  plcsc 

The  goodlihede  or  bount6  which  that 
kinde  17^9 

In  any  other  lady  hadde  y-set 

Can  not  the  mountaunce  of  a  knotte 
unbinde, 

About  his  herte,  of  al  Criseydcs  net. 

X703.  Pireis^H^Pirtys;  H4  Cx. /'rVrrr;  otber« 
Pir0us  Pirus^  Ptrorn^  etc.  Pirocis,  one  of  tke 
four  horses  of  the  Chariot  of  the  Sun  ;  tee  Ovid, 
Attt.  iL  153. 

17 1 8.  ftiteyingtit  so  S  ;  others  /istymgu% 
festeynyiiges^  etc 

173a  ay^  withouten^  «'  G'  y  ahoty  cut  ff 

1723.  OjfkitH  nwjr,  v  was  {t/kim, 

173a  wmitii,  so  J  G^  A  ;  rest  htauU, 
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He  was  so  narwe  y-masked  and  y-knet, 
That  it  undon  on  any  maner  side, 
Thatn'il  not  ben,  foraught  that  may  bitide ! 

And  by  the  hond  ful  ofte  he  wolde  take 
This  Pandarus,  and  into  gardin  lede. 
And  swich  a  feste  and  swich  a  proces 
make  1739 

Him  of  Criseyde,and  of  her  wommanhede, 
And  of  her  beaut^,  that  withouten  drede 
It  was  an  hevene  his  wordes  for  to  here  ; 
And  than  he  wolde  singe  in  thb  manure  : 

*Love,    that    of   erthe    and    see    hath 

govemaunce. 
Love,  that  his  hestes  hath  in  hevenes  hye, 
Love,  which  that  with  an  holsom  alliaunce 
Halt  peples  joined  as  him  list  hem  gye. 
Love,  that  enditeth  lawe  of  companye. 
And  couples  doth  in  vertu  for  to  dwelle. 
Bind  this  acord  that  I  have  told  and  telle. 

'That  that  the  world,  with  feith  which 
that  is  stable,  1751 

Diverseth  so  his  stoundes  concordinge  ; 

That  elements  that  ben  so  discordable 

Holden  a  bond  perpetuely  duringe  ; 

That  Phebus  mot  his  rosy  dayforth  bringe ; 

And  that  the  mone  hath  lordship  over 
the  nightes : — 

Al  this  doth  Love,  ayheried  behbmightes ! 

•  That  that  the  see,  that  gredy  is  to  flowen, 
Constreineth  to  a  certein  ende  so  1759 
His  flodes,  that  so  fiersly  they  ne  growen 
To  drenchen  erthe  and  al  for  evere-mo  ; 
And  if  that  Love  aught  lete  his  bridel  go, 
Al  that  now  lov'th  asonder  sholde  lepe, 
And  lost  were  al,  that  Love  halt  now  to- 
hepe. 

'  So  wolde  God,  that  auctour  is  of  kinde, 
That  with  his  bond  Love  of  his  vertu  liste 

17x4.  Troilus*  Song  of  Love  is  taken  from 
Boeikius^  iL  metre  8.  This  son^  (1744- 1771)  is 
omitted  in  H^  and  inserted  later  in  P. 

1746.  wkUh  tkatt  so  J  H4  R ;  H5  thai  which  ; 

It  ihai. 


1748.  efuUttth^  so  J  H4  R  G  ;  Hg  tndith  ;  Cx. 

enautth;  rest  ifutUih,htnn€th,  etc  (Bocthius, 

dicta/). 

1754.  HoUemfJ  and  others  Hclde  in, 
1760W  fitrtfyt  R  Cz.  Us  CL  "D/ruhly. 


To  cerclen  hertes  alle,  and  &ste  binde. 
That  from  his  bond  no  wight  the  wey 

out  wiste  ! 
And  hertes  colde,  hem  wolde  I  that  he  t  wiste 
To  make  hem  love,  and  that  hem  liste 

ay  re  we  1770 

On  hertes  sore,  and  kepe  hem  that  ben 

trewe  !  * — 

In  alle  nedes  for  the  townes  werre 
He  was,  and  ay  the  firste  in  armes  dight. 
And  certeinly,  but-if  that  bokes  erre. 
Save  Ector,  most  y-drad  of  any  wight ; 
And  this  encres  of  hardinesse  and  might 
Cbm  him  of  love,  his  lady  thank  to  winne, 
That  altered  his  spirit  so  withinne. 

In  time  of  trewe,  on  hawking  wolde  he  ride. 
Or  elles  hunte  boor,  here  or  lioun  ;     1780 
The  smale  beestes  leet  he  gon  biside. 
And,  whan  that  he  com  riding  to  the  toun, 
Ful  ofte  his  lady  from  her  window  doun. 
As  fressh  as  faucon  comen  out  of  muwe, 
Ful  redy  was  him  goodly  to  saluwe. 

And  most  of  love  and  vertu  was  his  speche, 
And  in  despit  hadde  alle  wrecchednesse  ; 
And  douteles,  no  nede  was  him  biseche 
Tlionouren  hem  that  hadden  worthinesse. 
And  esen  hem  that  weren  in  distresse  ; 
And  glad  was  he,  if  any  wight  wel  ferde 
That  lover  was,  whan  he  it  wiste  or  herde. 

For,  soth  to  seyn,  he  lost  held  every  wight 
But-if  he  were  in  Loves  heigh  servfse, 
I  menc  folk  that  oughte  it  ben  of  right. 
And  over  al  this,  so  wel  coude  he  devise 
Of  sentement,  and  in  so  uncouth  wise 
Al  his  array,  that  every  lover  thoughte 
That  al  was  wel,  what -so  he  seide  or 
wroughte. 

And  though  that  he  be  come  of  blood 
roydl,  1800 

Him  liste  of  pride  at  no  wight  for  to  chace : 
Benigne  he  was  to  ech  in  general. 
For  which  he  gat  him  thank  in  every  place. 
Thus  wolde  Love,  y-heried  be  his  grace, 

1782.  to  the,  so  a9  Cz. ;  H5  into  the;  A  to; 
J  and  others  in  to. 
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That  pride,  cnvye,  and  ire,  and  avarice 
He  gan  to  flee,  and  everich  other  vice. 

Thou  Lady  bright,  the  doughter  to  Dione, 
Thy  blinde  and  winged  sone  eek,  daun 

Cupide, 
Ye  sustren  nine  eek,  that  by  Elicone 
In  hil  Parnaso  listen  for  t'abide, —      1810 
That  ye  thus  fer  han  deyned  me  to  gide, 

1805.  envye^  ami  irt^  so  J ;   o^  R  Hj  G^  CI. 
omit  and;  Cx.  Cp.  H  and  t re,  envye. 


I  can  no  more  but,  sin  that  jre  wol  wende, 
Ye  heried  ben  for  ay,  withouten  code ! 

Thorugh  you  have  I  seid  fiiU7  ^  ™7  '^ 
Th'effect  and  joye  of  Troilus*  servise, 
Al  be  that  ther  was  som  disese  among, 
As  to  myn  auctour  listeth  to  devise. 
My  thridde  book  now  ende  idi  in  this 

wise; 
And  Troilus  in  lust  and  in  quite       itiy 
Is  with  Criseyde,  his  owne  herte  svete. 


BOOK   IV 


But  al  too  litel,  weylawey  the  while, 
Lasteth  such  joye,  y-thanked  be  Fortune, 
That  semeth  trewest  whan  she  wil  bigile 
And  can  to  foles  so  her  song  entune 
That  she  hem  hent  and  blent,   traitour 

comune  ! 
And  whan  a  wight  is  from  her  wheel  y- 

throwe, 
Than  laugheth  she,  and  maketh  him  a 

mowe. 

From  Troilus  she  gan  her  brightc  face 
Awey  to   writhe,  and  took  of  him  non 

hcde,  9 

But  caste  him  clene  out  of  his  lady  grace, 
And  on  hir  wheel  she  sette  up  Diomede ; 
For- which  right  now  myn  herte  ginneth 

blcde, 
And  now  my  j^ennc,  alias,  with  which  I 

write, 
Quaketh  for  drede  of  that  I  moste  endite. 

For  how  Criscyde  Troilus  forsook. 

Or  at  the  leeslc,  how  that  she  was  un- 

kinde, 
Mot  henncs-forth  ben  mater  of  my  book. 
As   writcn   folk  thorugh  which  it  is  in 

minde. 
Alias  !  that  they  sholde  evere  cause  finde 
To  spekc  her  harm  ;  and,  if  they  on  her 

lye,  ao 

Y-wis,  hem-self  sholde  han  the  vilanye  I 


I.  R  omits  U.  i*a8. 
7.  a,  a^  II5  y  tlu. 


O  ye  HeHnes,  Nightes  donghtren  three, 
That  endeles  compleinen  evere  in  peyne, 
Megera,  Alete,  and  eek  Thesiphone ! 
Thou  cruel  Mars  eek,  fader  to  Qoirine, 
This  ilke  ferthe  book  me  helpeth  fine, 
So  that  the  los  of  iif  and  love  i-fere 
Of  Troilus  be  folly  shewed  here. 

— Ligging  in  ost,  as  I  have  seid  or  this, 
The  Grekes  stronge  aboute  Troyc  toon,  p 
Bifel  that,  whan  that  Phebus  shining  is 
Upon  the  brest  of  Hercules'  Lioun, 
That  Ector  with  fol  many  a  bold  baroon 
Caste  on  a  day  with  Grekes  for  to  figbte 
As  he  was  wont,  to  greve  hem  what  be 
mighte. 

N  ot  I  how  long  or  short  it  was  bitweoe 
This  purpos   and    that    day    they  issen 

mente ; 
But  on  a  day  wel  armed,   brighte  and 

shene, 
With  spere  in  honde  and  bigge  bowes 

bente, 
Ector   and   many  a  worthy  wight  out- 

wente ;  40 

And  in  the  herd  anon  withouten  lette 
Hir  fo-men  in  the  feld  hem  faste  mette. 

22.  Iferfnts;  the  Three  Furies,  Megcn* 
Alecto,  and  Tisiphone.    (See  L  6.) 

26.  This  iike/ertke,  a«  Tkis/ertkt ;  Hs  TUt 
fyjie  attd  taste  ;  H4  ThU/terde  mttd  ImsU, 

29.  uid,  U4  R  Cx.  Hf  toid, 

37.  issen,  so  J ;  P  usu;  Uf  thus;  otlien 
/igkten,f»uhUn.    (Boc  luca.) 

39,  40.  Hb  S  y  trauupote  U.  39,  40. 
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igd  day,   with   aperes  sharpe  y- 

^ounde, 

•Mis,  daites,  sweides,  nuces  felte, 

:htc,  and  brineen  hois  and  man  to 

^tiunde, 

h  hii  axes  out  the  brainei  quelle. 

he  laste  shour,  solh  for  to  telle, 

ofTroyehem-selvensomis-ledden 

ih  (he  WOI5  St  night  hooiward  ihey 


iche  day  was  taken  Antenore     jo 
Polydamas  or  Monesteo, 
c,  Saipedon,  Polynestore, 
or  eek  the  Trojan  daun  Riph^ 
ire  lasse  folk  as  Phebusfo  ; 
for  harm  that  day  the  folk  of  Troye 
1  (o  lese  a  giet  put  of  hir  joye. 


Irele 

ineres  a  chaunge  for  to  make,  y, 
the  surplus  yeven  sommes  grete. 
ng  anon  was  coulh  in  every  stiele 
n  (h'ass^e,  in  lowne,  and  every 

ih  the  time  it  com  to  Calcas'  ere. 

jilcas  knew  this  trctts  sholde  holdc, 
isldrie  among  the  Grekes  sone 
in-Ihringe  forth  with  lordes  olde, 
lie  him  Iher-os  he  was  wont  to 

:h  a  chaunged  (ace  hem  bad  a  bone, 
eofCodlodon   " 


ride  he  thus,  '  Lo,  lordes  m 


u, »  Hi  A :  MiKn  1 

angri  PBly^Mjnt   t. 
(Boc.) 


E,ich 


tlmlff 
■K  lia/tBB 


(Boc.) 
jHjfec 


S<yu.);  H,H,. 


Trojan,  u  it  a  knowen  out  of  drede  ; 

And,  if  that  you  temembre,  I  am  Calcas 
That  aldertirst  yaf  confort  Co  your  nede. 
And  lolde  wel  how  that  ye  sholden  spede  ; 
For  dredirles  ihomgh  you  shal  in  a  stounde 
Ben  Tioye  y-brent  and  beten  doun  la 
grounde. 


'And  ii 
This  t 


what  forme  and  in  what  mann 

Qun  to  shende,  and  al  your   list 

Ye  han  or  this  wel  herd  me  you  devise  : 
This  knowe  ye,  my  loides,  as  I  leve. 
And,  for  Ihe  Grekes  wercn  me  so  leve, 
I  com  my-selfin  my  propre  peraSne, 
To  teche  in  this  how  you  was  best  to  done, 

'  Having  unlo  my  tresour  nc  my  rente 
Right  no  lespott,  to  r^pect  of  your  ese. 
Thus  al  my  good  I  lefle,  and  to  you  wente, 
Wening  in  this,  my  lordes,  you  to  plese. 
But  al  this  los  ne  doth  me  no  disese  : 
I  vouche-sauf,  as  wisly  have  I  J03re,  90 
For  you  to  lese  ai  that  I  have  in  Tioyc, 

'  Save  of  a  donghtei  thai  I  lefte,  alias, 
Slepingat  home,  whan  out  oflioye  I  sterte. 

0  Sterne  and  cruel  &dei  that  ich  was  I 
Howmightel  have  in  thai  sohacdanherle? 
Alias,  In'haddey-bioughlherinhershertel 
For  sOTWe  of  which  I  wilnotlivetomorwe, 
Bul-if  ye  loides  lewe  upon  my  totwe. 

'  For,  by  that  cause  I  say  no  time  or  now 
Her  to  delivere,  ich  holden  have  my  pes; 
But  now  or  nevece,  yif  it  Uke  ;ow,       isi 

1  may  her  have  righl  sone  douteles. 

O  help  and  grace  1  amonges  al  this  pies 
Rewe  on  this  oldi  caitif  in  distresse. 
Sin  1  Ihorugh  you  have  al  this  hevinessc  \ 

'Ye  have  now  caught  and  fetred  in  prisodn 
Trojans  y-nowe ;  and  if  your  willes  be 
My  child  with  oon  may  have 


.  It/tt.  u  J  Hi  Cx.  A  D ;  odiai  bill,  lnU 
".  Ikii.to}  HaCi.:  >>H>iiv,-  oihnflK. 
...  ^io°'}  h1  airb  Cp.  CI,  iflkl. 


I 


Kow  for  the  love  of  God  and  of  bounle, 
Onn  of  so  feic,  alas,  BQ  yere  him  me  !  no 
Whal  nede  were  il  ihis  prayer  ftu  to  weme, 
Sinyeshalbolhehanfalkand  lounasyeme? 

■  On  peril  ot  my  lif  I  shil  not  lye, 
Appollo  hath  me  told  it  feithfiilly  ; 
I  have  eek  fbundc  it  by  aalionomye. 
By  sort  and  by  augi^ric  eek  liewely. 
And  diir  wel  seyn  ihe  lime  is  fisle  by 
Thsl  lir  and  flanmbe  on  al  the  toun  shal 

Aod  thusshal  Tioye  tome  inosshen  dede. 

in,  Phebas  and  Nepliinus  boihe 
That  makedcn  the  walles  of  the  toun   m 
BenwilhthefolkofTroyenlweyso  wroihe, 
They  wol  eft  bringe  it  to  confiisioun 
Kiglit  <br  desfnt  of  King  Lam^doun  : 
Bi-cau9e  he  n'olde  payen  hem  hir  hire, 
The  toun  sha!  yil  be  scl  upon  a  lite,' 

Telling  his  tale  alwey,  this  olde  greye. 
Humble  in  his  speche,  and  in  his  loking  eke. 
The  salte  leris  from  his  fen  Iweye 
Ful  fasle  ronnen  doun  by  either  cheke.     130 
So  longc  he  gan  of  socour  hem  biseke 
That,  for  10  hele  him  of  his  sikes  sore, 
They  yave  hira  Anlenor  wilhoHlen  more. 

tint  who  yias  glad  y-nongh  but  Cnlcas  tho  ! 
And  of  this  thing  ful  sone  hit  ncdes  leyde 
On  hem  that  sholden  for  the  Iretia  go, 
And  hem  for  Anlenor  Jul  ofte  preyde 
To  bringcn  horn  King  Thoas  and  Criseyde : 
And  whan  Priim  his  save  garde  sente, 
_  lli'cmbassadours  to  Troyc  slreight  tbey 

The  cause  y-lold  of  hir  [:om{nge.  the  olde 
Piiam,  the  king,  ful  Sone  in  generai 
Lei  her-upon  his  pailement  lo  holde, 
Uf  which  Ih'eScct  rehersen  you  1  shnl : 


131.  Xr^l  B.M,  RCt;. 
1)7,  .j8.  k,n^.: 


•yt.  mr  ^n«.  ••  G>  nffcni4%il  krm. 


Th'embassadouts  ben  a. 

Th'exchaunge  of  prisoncres  luidai  lliiii>-<. . 

Hemlikethwel;  and  fbnh  iatbcyprocaii. 

This  Troll  us  was  present  in  the  plan. 
Whan  aicd  was  for  Anlenor  Crisepic  :  ■« 
For.which  ful  lone  chaungen  gan  liii  bn 
Ashe  that  with  tho  wonies  we!  tieighdejilf. 
But  natheles  he  no  word  to  it  Myde  1 
Lesl  men  sbolde  his  afieixioun  espyc. 
With  mannes  herte  he  gan  bis  sorvt  diyi. 

And  ful  of  anguissh  and  of  grisly  dfnie 
Atwod  what  other  lordes  wolijc  s(]t : 
And  iflhcy  wotdcgraunlcas  GodloilKdc. 
Th'eichaunge  of  her,   than  iboughtc  ir. 

Ihinges  Iweye : 
First  how  to  Saveherhonour.nndwhatwfT 
lie  mighle  best  th'eschaungc  ufhci  .<   ' 

Ful  faste  he  caste  howal  ihis  mighli =1 


rather  dyen  than  she  shoMc  go  ; 
Bui  Rcson  seide  him  on  ihal  other  siili, 
'  Withoule  assent  of  her  ne  do  not  bv 
Ur  thou  debate  il,  lesl  she  be  thy  lo, 
\nd  seyn  that  ihorugh  ihy   mcdhng  ii 

y-blowe 
Your  bother  love,  Iherit  waserst  unkiwvr. ' 


He  wolde  lete  hem  giaunic  what  hem  In 
Andlellehiilady  finst  what  that  they  m  '- 
And  whan  thatshe had  seid  him  her  (T.I 
Theraftcr  wolde  he  werken  aJ-so  btii 
Theigh  a!  the  world  ayein  il  woldi-  >  ' 

Ector  which  thatiight  wel  the  G  rek<5 1 1  ■- 
For  Anlenor  hovr  they  wolde  lian  Cti  - 
Ganitwiihstondeand  sobrclichcan>».. 

■  (6.  rlAtr  ItrJa  tifbtr,  ■■  a>  >  Irt^n  d- 


(rsul  I  Lt,  Cow  ;  HC  I  6alX 
161.  Or.yAmit. 


176.  rqftr  tiitl,  av  Ca.  S  :  mt  OWL 


..J^U,H.« 


BOOK  IV 


TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE 


179-249 


*  Sires,  she  n'is  no  prisoner/  heseyde;  179 
'  I  n'ot  on  you  who  that  this  charge  leyde ; 
But  on  my  part  ye  may  eft-sone  hem  telle, 
We  usen  here  no  wommen  for  to  selle.' 

The  noise  of  peple  up-sterte  than  at  ones 
As  breme  as  blase  of  straw  y-set  on  fire ; 
For  Infortune  it  wolde  for  the  nones, 
They  sholden  hir  confusioun  desire. 

*  Ector  I  *  quod  they,  *  What  gost  may  you 

enspire 
This  woman  thus  to  shilde,  and  don  us  lese 
Daun  Antenor — a  wrong  wey  now  ye 

chese —  189 

'  That  is  so  wis  and  eek  so  bold  baroun  ? 
And  we  han  nede  of  folk  as  men  may  se. 
He  is  eek  oon  the  grettest  of  this  toun  ! 
O  Ector,  lat  tho  fantasies  be  ! 
O  King  Priam  ! '  quod  they,  '  thus  siggen 

we, 
That  al  our  vois  is  to  forgon  Criseyde.' 
And  to  deliveren  Antenor  they  preyde. 

O  Juvenal,  lord,  soth  is  thy  sentence  : 
That  litel  witen  folk  what  is  to  yeme, 
That  they  ne  finde  in  hir  desir  offence ; 
For  cloude  of  errour  letteth  hem  disceme 
What  best  is.     And  lo,  here  ensaumple  as 

yeme !  aox 

This  folk  desiren  now  deliverance 
Of    Antenor,    that    broughte    hem    to 

mischance ; 

For  he  was  after  traitour  to  the  toun 
Of  Troye.     Alas,  they  quitte  him  out  too 

rathe  ! 
O  nice  world,  lo,  thy  discrecioun  I 
Criseyde  which  that  nevere  dide  hem  scathe 
Shal  now  no  lenger  in  her  blisse  bathe  ; 
But  Antenor,  he  shal  come  hom  to  toune, 
And  she  shal  out :  thus  seiden  here  and 

houne.  210 

For-which  delivered  was  by  parlement 
For  Antenor  to  yelden  out  Criseyde, 
And  it  pronounced  by  the  president, 

197.  tothf  Y  trewe. 

900.  letteth  hem^  so  R ;  Ha  Cx.  let  hem  to ; 
others  ItU  hem,  me  lot  hem,  lat  hem  nnt,  etc. 


Altheigh  that  Ector  nay  fill  ofle  preyde ; 
That  finaly,  what  wight  that  it  withseyde. 
It  was  for  naught :  it  moste  ben  and  sholde. 
For  substance  of  the  parlement  it  wolde. 

Departed  out  of  parlement  echone, 
This  Troilus  withoute  wordes  mo 
Into  his  chambre  spedde  him  faste,  allone 
But-if  it  were  a  man  of  his  or  two,       221 
The  whiche  he  bad  out  faste  for  to  go, 
Because  he  wolde  slepen,  as  he  seyde  ; 
And  hastily  upon  his  bed  him  leyde. 

And  as  in  winter  leves  ben  biraft, 

Ech  after  other,  til  the  tree  be  bare, 

So  that  ther  n'is  but  bark  and  braunche 

y-Iafte, 
Li'th  Troilus  biiaft  of  ech  welfere, 
Y-bounden  in  the  blake  bark  of  care,   329 
Disposed  wood  out  of  his  wit  to  breyde. 
So  sore  him  sat  the  chaunging  of  Criseyde. 

He  rist  him  up,  and  every  dore  he  shette 
And  window  eek ;  and  tho  this  sor^'ful 

man 
Upon  his  beddes  side  adoun  him  sette, 
Ful  lik  a  ded  imdge  pale  and  wan  ; 
And  in  his  brest  the  heped  wo  began 
Outbreste,  and  he  to  werken  in  this  wise 
In  his  woodn^sse,  as  I  shal  you  devise. 

Right  as  the  wilde  bole  ginneth  springe 
Nowhere,  now  there,  y-darted  totheherte. 
And  of  his  deth  roreth  in  c6mpleinfnge. 
Right  so  gan  he  aboute  thechambre  sterte. 
Smiting  his  brest  ay  with  his  fistes  smerte ; 
His  hed  to  walle,  his  body  to  the  grounde 
Ful  oftehe  swapte,  himselven  to  confounde. 

His  yen  two  for  piet6  of  herte. 
Out  stremeden  as  swifte  welles  twcye ; 
The  heighe  sobbes  of  his  sorwes  smerte 
His  speche  him  rafte :  unnethes  mighte 
he  seye,  249 

239.  ginneth,  so  G«;  P  Hs  ginn'ih  to;  J  and 
others  hig^nneth. 

344.  to  walle,  so  R  ;  Cx.  to  wallys ;  J  and 
others  to  the  waKJe\ 

246.  pietf,  so  j  H2  S  ;  others /ite.^te. 

247.  Out  stremeden  at  nvifte,  r  G*  .S"^  wefit)en 
that  they  semen. 
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TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE 


Boocnr 


*  O  delh,  alias !  whyn'ilt  thou  do  me  deye? 
A-corsed  be  that  day  which  that  Nature 
Shoop  me  to  be  a  lives  cr^turc  I  * 

But  after,  whan  the  fiirie,  and  al  this  rage 
Which  that  his  herte  twste  and   &ste 

threste, 
By  lengthe  of  time  somwhat  gan  aswage, 
Upon  his  bed  he  leide  him  doun  to  reste. 
But  tho  bigonne  his  teres  more  out-breste, 
That  wonder  is  the  body  may  sufHse 
To  half  this  wo  which  that  I  you  devise. 

Than  seide  he  thus  :  *  Fortune,  alias  the 

while !  a6o 

What  have  I  don?    What  have  I  thus 

a-gilt  ? 
How  mightestow  for  routhe  me  bigile? 
Is  ther  no  grace  ?    And  shal  I  thus  be 

spilt  ? 
Shal  thus  Criseyde  awey,  for -that  thou 

wilt  ? 
Alias,  how  mayst  thou  in  thyn  herte  finde 
To  be  to  me  thus  cruel  and  unkinde  ? 

*  I  lave  I  thee  not  honoured  al  my  live, 
As  thou  wel  wost,  above  the  Goddes  alle? 
Why  wiltow  me  fro  joye  thus  deprive  ? 
O  Troilus,  what  may  men  now  thee  calle 
But  wrecche  of  wrecches,  out  of  honour 

falle  27« 

Into  miseric,  in  which  I  wol  bi^-aile 
Criseyde,  alias,  til  that  the  breth  me  fcdle. 

*  Alias,  Fortune  !  if  that  my  lif  in  joye 
Displesed  hadde  unto  thy  foule  env]^e, 
Why  n'haddestow  my  fader  king  of  Troye 
Birafl  the  lif,  or  don  my  brethren  dye, 
Or  slain  myself  that  thus  complcine  and 

cr)*c? 
I,  combre- world,  that  may  ofno  thing  serve. 
But  alwey  dye  and  nevere  fully  sterve  I 

*  If  that  Crisej'de  allone  were  me  laft  a8i 
Nought  roughte  I  whiderward  thou  woldcst 

stere ; 

258.  it^ondtr  is,  P  r.2  w v/  ««i«^M/(Boc.  appenaX 

780.  ahtvey,  y  nfre. 

282.  wkident*nni^  y  wkidtr. 

982.  woUestf  so  H4  K ;  J  and  othen  woldett  me. 


And  her,  alias,  than  hast  thou  me  binft ! 
But  everemo,  lo,  this  is  th7  man^c 
To  reve  a  wight  that  most  is  to  him  deic, 
To  preve  in  that  thy  gerful  violenoe ! 
Thus  am  I  lost :  ther  helpeth  no  defence! 

'  O  verray  Lord,  O  Love  !  O  God,  alhs! 
That  knowest  best  myn  herte  and  al  1117 

thought !  2B9 

What  shal  my  sorwful  lif  don  in  this  cu 
If  I  forgo  that  I  so  dere  have  bought  ? 
Sin  ye  Criseyde  and  me  ban  fully  faroaghl 
Into  your  grace,  and  bothe  oar  heites 

seled, 
How  may  ye  suflfre,  alias,  it  be  repeled? 

'  What  shal  I  don  ?  I  shal,  whil  I  may  dnv 
On  live,  in  torment  and  in  cruel  peyne 
This  infortune  or  this  disiventure 
Allone  as  I  was  bom,  y-wis,  compleyiK ; 
Ne  nevere  wol  I  sen  it  shine  or  reyne ; 
But  ende  I  wol,  as  Edippe  in  derknte, 
My  sorwful  lif,  and  deyen  for  distresse. 

'  O  wery  gost,  that  errest  to  and  fro,     309 
Why  n'iltow  flen  out  of  the  wofiilleste 
Body  that  evere  mighte  on  groundc  ^? 
O  soule,  lurking  in  this  wo,  unneste ! 
Fie  forth  out  of  myn    herte    and   lat  it 

breste. 
And  folwe  alwey  Criseyde  thy  lady  dere 
Thy  rightc  place  is  now  no  lenger  here. 

*  O  woful  yen  two,  sin  your  disport 
Was  al  to  seen  Criseydes  ]^en  brighte,  310 
What  shal  ye  don,  but  for  my  discooibit 
Stonden  for  naught  and  wepen  out  your 

sighte  ? 
Sin  she  is  queynt  that  wont  was  yoo  to 

lighte. 
In  vc3m  fro  this  forth  have  ich  ]pen  tweye 
I-formed,  sin  your  vertu  is  aweyc. 


995.  y  read  :  What  I  may  </<*«,  /  xAa/,  tekil  I 
may  dmrt.  Boc  Che  faro  io  .  .  .?  lo  pian- 
ger6  .  .  . 

300,  301.  P  G»  Hj  read  : 

Ne  heven«n  lij^t  (111  No  sm  ba  light) :  an«l  tkai  \  k 

derkne^se 
My  woful  ( Hi  lorwful)  lif  wn]  enden  for  (lis  in)  < 

306.  PG3read: 

Fie  fofth  anon,  and  do  mjra  hettc  bc«tt«. 
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316-389 


rriscyde,  O  lady  sovereync 
ce  wofiil  soule  that  thus  cryeth, 
1  now  yeve  confort  to  my  peyne  ? 
)  wight !     But  whan  myn  herte 
lycth,  319 

t  which  that  so  unto  you  hyeth 
in  gre,  for  that  shal  ay  you  serve ! 
no  fors  is  though  the  body  sterve ! 

v^res  that  heighe  upon  the  wheel 
of  Fortune,  in  good  ^venture, 
I  that  ye  finde  ay  love  of  steel, 
ge  mote  your  lif  in  joye  endure  1 
n  ye  comen  by  my  sepulture, 
>reth  thatyour  felaw  resteth  there ; 
ede  eek,  diougfa  I  unworthy  were. 

,  unholsom  and  mislived  man, — 
mene, — alias,  what  aileth  thee 
.  Grek,  sin  thou  art  bom  Trojin  ? 
5,  which  that  wilt  my  bane  be, 
d  time  was  thou  bom  for  me  1 
e  blisful  Jove  for  his  joye 
ee  hadde  wher  I  wolde  in  Troye  I ' 

md  sikes  hotter  than  the  glede 
is  brest,  ech  after  other,  wente, 
with  pleintes  newe  his  wo  to  fede, 
h  hiswofiil  teres  nevere  stente ;  340 
rtly  so  his  peines  him  to-rente, 
c  so  maat,  that  joye  nor  penaunce 
li  non,  but  li'th  forth  in  a  traunce. 

,  which  that  at  the  parlement 
1  what  every  lord  and  burgesseyde, 
V  fill  graunted  was  by  oon  assent 
enor  to  yelden  so  Criseyde, 
neigh  wood  out  ofhis  wit  tobreyde ; 
for  wo  he  n'iste  what  he  mente, 
rees  to  Troilus  he  wente.        350 

n  knight,  that  for  the  time  kepte 
mbre  dore,  undide  it  him  anon  ; 
ndar,  that  ful  tendreliche  wepte, 

derke  chambre  stille  as  ston 

the  bed  gan  softely  to  gon, 

'  f/^,  Hs  Cx.  that ;  y  ikis, 

K.  so  P  G>  H9  A  D  ;  rest  /^,  tkj^,ycHr, 

ItUn^  P  G9  Hs  chaungen, 

?  L  513 


So  confiis  that  he  n'iste  what  to  seye  : 
For  verray  wo  his  wit  was  neigh  aweye. 

And  with  his  chere  and  loking  al  to-tom 
For  sor  we  of  this,  and  withhisarmes  folden. 
He  stood  this  woful  Troilus  bifora,      360 
And  on  his  pitous  face  he  gan  biholden ; 
But,  Lord,  so  ofte  gan  his  herte  colden, 
Seing  hb  frend  in  wo,  whos  hevinesse 
His  herte  slough,  as  thoughte  him,  for 
distresse. 

This  wofiil  wight,  this  Troilus,  that  felte 
His  frend  Pandire  y-comen  him  to  see, 
Gan  as  the  snow  ayein  the  sonne  melte ; 
For-which  this  sorwfiil  Pandar,  of  pit^, 
Gan  for  to  wepe  as  tendreliche  as  he ; 
And  specheles  thus  ben  thise  ilk6  tweye, 
That  neither  mighteooword  for  sorwe  seye. 

But  at  the  laste  this  wofiil  Troilus,       373 
Neigh  ded  for  smert,  gan  bresten  out  to 

rore, 
And  with  a  sorwfiil  noise  he  seide  thus, 
Among  his  sobbes  and  his  sighes  sore, 
'  Lo,  Pandar,  I  am  ded,  withoute  more ! 
Hastow  not  herd  at  parlement,'  he  seyde, 
*  For  Antenor  how  lost  b  my  Criseyde  ? ' 

This  Pandarus,  ful  ded  and  pale  of  hewe, 
Ful  pitously  answ^rde  and  seide, '  Yis  !  380 
As  wisly  were  it  fals  as  it  is  trewe 
That  I  have  herd,  and  wot  al  how  it  is. 
O  mercy,  God,  who  wolde  han  trowed  this ! 
Who  wolde  have  wen'd  that,  in  so  litel  a 

throwe, 
Fortune  our  joye  wolde  han  over-throwe ! 

'  For  in  thb  world  ther  n'is  no  cr^ture. 
As  to  my  doom,  that  evere  saw  mine 
Straunger    than    this,    thorugh    cas    or 

aventure. 
But  who  may  al  eschewe  or  al  devine  ? 


357-  neigh,  P  G^  Hj  S  Cx.  al;  A  now,  D  om. 
358.  y4W,  P  G«  Hj  But. 
;59.  For  sorwe  0/  Mm,  P  G*  A>  ded  for  wo. 
^3  omits  I.  359.) 
363.  But,  P  G<  H|  And. 
373.  Neigh  ded /or  smert,  P  G«  Hj  Forcrttei 
herte  (G«  smerfi. 
384.  litel,  R  lite. 
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Swichis  the  world!  Fai-thy  1  thusdefine: 
I'll:  trust  no  wight  to  finden  in  foilune  jgi 
Ay  proprele  ;  her  yifles 


'  But  tel  me  this,  why  thou  art  now  so  niKd 
To  sorwen  thus.  Why  li'stow  in  this  wise, 
Sin  thy  de&ir  b1  boolEy  hastow  hod, 
So  that  by  right  it  oughte  y-nough  suffice? 
But  I,  thai  nevere  felle  in  my  servisc 
A  frendly  chere  or  looking  of  im  ye, 
Lat  me  thus  wepe  and  wailen  til  I  dye  ! 


'Ando 


r  al  this,  as  thou  wel  wost  thy- 


selve, 

This  town  is  ful  of  Ladies  al  aboule ;  401 
And,  to  my  doom,  lairer  thanswiche  twelve 
As  evere  she  WHS,  shal  I  flnde  in  som  route, 
Vc,  oon  01  two,  withouten  any  doute. 
Vor-thy  be  glad,  myn  owne  dere  hiolher  ! 
If  she  be  lost,  we  shal  recovere  another  \ 

■What!    God   forbcde  alwey   that   ech 

plesdunce 
In  00  thing  weic,  and  in  nnn  other  wight! 
If  oon  can  singe,  another  can  wel  dauncc ; 
If  this  be  goodly,  that  is  glad  and  light ; 
And  this  is  bat,  and  that  can  good  a-right. 
!flch  for  his  vcitn  holden  is  for  dere,  411 
Dolhe  hcroner  and  faucon  (or  rivcre  1 

'  And  Ek,  as  writ  Zanils  (hat  was  ful  wis, 
"Thene*eloveout-chasethoflelheolde," 
And  upon  ncwe  cas  li'th  newc  avis. 
Thenk  ek  thy  lif  to  saven  aitow  holde  I 
Swich  Rr  by  proces  mot  of  kinde  coldc  ; 
For  sin  it  n'is  but  cnauel  plcsaiince,  419 
Som  cas  shal  pulte  it  out  of  n^embraunce. 

•  For  al-so  seur  as  day  com'lh  after  night, 
The  newc  love,  labour  or  other  wo, 
Ot  clles  selde  scing  of  a  wighl, 
Don  ulde  affeceiouns  alle  over-go. 
And,  for  thy  (art,  thou  shall  han  oonof  Iho 
T'ttbregge  with  thy  bittre  peines  smerle  ; 
Absence   of  her  shnl   drive  her  out  of 
hcrte  !  '— 

Thi.ie  wotdi-s  seidc  he  for  the  nones  alle, 
To  helpe  his  freud,  lest  he  forsorwe  deydc ; 


For  douteles,  to  don  his  wo  to  EiUe,  ra 
Heroughtenot  what  unthriA  that  be  MjdL 
But  Troilus,  that  neigh  for  lonre  deydt, 
Took  litel  hede  of  al  that  evere  he  mesic 

BulHtlhelasteanswJrdeand$e)dc,*Fiaii 
This  lechecraft,  or  heled  thus  10  be. 
Were  wel  silllnge,  if  that  I  were  a  fead. 
To  uaysen  her  that  trewc  U  unto  nw  I 
I  preye  God,  lat  Ibis  cooseU  neveie  lU; 
But  do  me  rathet  sterve  anon  right  bcM. 
Oi  I  so  do  as  thou  me  woldest  Icic !   tt 

■Shethat  Iserve,y-wis,what-50lhaDtq^ 
To  whom  myn  herte  enhabit  is  by  ri^ 
Shal  han  me  hoolly  heres  til  that  I  dqc 
What  I  Pandanis,  sin  I  have  hei  tah^ 
I  wol  not  ben  untrewe  for  no  wight ; 
But  as  her  man  1  wol  ay  live  and  asm. 
And  nevere  other  ci  ' 


'Andiberthouseyst  ihoushaltasGuiefiDJe 
As  she,  lat  be,  mak  no  compaiisouu  » 
To  creature  y-formed  here  t^  kinde  ! 

0  leve  Pandat,  in  conclusioun, 

1  wol  not  ben  of  thyn  opinioun 
Touching  al  Ibis  ;  for-ihy,  I  thee  I 
So  bold  thy  pees :   thou  sleest  n 

thy  spechc  ! 


ne  I  sholde  love  a(Mbt 
:,  and  lal  Criseydcgu! 


'  Thou  biddest 

.U  fresshly  nev 

11  li'lh  not  in  r  .  . 

And  though  1  mighte,  I  wolde  not  ioi 

But  canslow  pleyen  laket,  to  and  fro,  it 

Netle  in,  dokke  out,  now  this,  now  ibl 

Panddre, 
Now  foule  fatle  her  for  thy  wo  that  oat'. 

•  Tbou  faiest  ek  by  me,  Ihou  Pandam 
As  he  thai,  whan  a  man  is  wo-bigon, 
i  le  com'th  lohima  pas  and  scilh  right  Uw 

^■n.  ^ifBiitT,  taT  111 :  iBi  M  tit  fUHr.* 
Ilial  eUtT.  ml  stAtr. 

41S.  <lrr,>aJPr.*HaADL'1.:  na^w^ 

44;.  if  tiiirf I,  taj  P  C>Kt:  n»  1'^ 
krriigkKftl^f). 
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466-535 


rhenk  not  on  smert,  and  thou  shalt 

fele  non ! " 
ou  most  me  first  transmuwen  in  a  ston, 
d  reve  me  my  passioimes  alle, 
thou  so  lightly  do  my  wo  to  &lle  !  469 

he  deth  may  wel  out  of  my  brest  departe 
c  lif,  so  longe  may  this  sorwe  mine ; 
t  fro  my  soule  shal  Criseydes  darte 
t  nevere  mo ;  but  doun  with  Proserpine, 
lan  I  am  ded,  I  wol  go  wone  in  pine ; 
d  ther  I  wol  etemaly  compleyne 
is  wo,  and  how  that  twinned  be  we 
tweyne  ! 

10U  hast  here maadanargument,  fbrfyn, 
w  that  it  sholde  a  lasse  peine  be 
seyde  to  forgon,  for  she  was  myn, 
d  livede  in  ese  and  in  felicity  !  480 
ly  gabbestow  ?  that  seidest  thus  to  me, 
it  "him  isworsthat  isfro  weley-throwe, 
in  he  had  erst  non  of  that  wele  y- 
knowe ! " 

It  sey  me  this  :  sin  that  thee  think'th 

so  light 
chaunge  so  in  love  ay  to  and  fro, 
y  hastow  not  don  bisily  thy  might 
chaungen  her  that  doth  thee  al  thy  wo? 
y  n*iltow  lete  her  from  thy  herte  go  ? 
y  n'iltow  love  another  lady  swete, 
It  may  thyn  herte  setten  in  qui^te?  490 

thou  hast  had  in  love  ayyit  mischaunce, 
1  canst  it  not  yit  fro  thyn  herte  drive, 
hat  have  lived  in  lust  and  in  ples^unce 
;h  her  as  muche  as  creature  on-live, 
w  sholde  I  that  foryete,  and  that  so  blive  ? 
rhere  hastow  ben  hid  so  longe  in  muwe, 
it  canst  so  wel  and  formaly  arguwe  ! 

ly,  Pandarus,  naught  worth  isal  thy  red ; 
douteles,  for  aught  that  may  bifalle, 

o.  livede,  G«  R  Cx.  CI.  /«w<«X 

4.  MTf  me  this,  so  a ;  rest  iel  me  now,  tel  me 

i2.  yit/rv,  so  a  (Hj  om.  >i/) ;  rest  out  of. 
3.  have  lived Ct^,  H^have  had;  G  hmede  ; 
lived{e)  (read  T  Hvede  ay,  Boc.X 

8.  Nay,  Pandarut,  so  a ;  H9  H4  R  Cx.  S 
>,  nay,  God  wot  i  y  Nay,  God  wot. 

9.  So  a ;  rest  resa  For  which,/or  what  that 
e  may  ^(/kile. 


Withouten  wordes  mo,  I  wol  be  ded  !  500 
O  deth,  that  ender  art  of  sorwes  alle, 
G>m  now,  sin  I  so  ofte  after  thee  calle  ; 
For  sely  is  that  deth,  soth  for  to  seyne, 
That,  ofle  y-cleped,  com*th  and  endeth 
pejrne  I 

*  Wel  wot  I,  whil  my  lif  was  in  qui^te, 
Or  deth  me  slowe  I  wolde  han  yiven  hire  ; 
But  now  his  coming  is  to  me  so  swete 
That  in  this  world  I  no  thing  so  desire. — 
O  deth,  sin  with  this  sorwe  I  am  on  fire, 
Thou  outher  do  m'  anon  in  teres  drenche. 
Or  with  thy  coldc  strok  myn  hete  quenche ! 

*  Sin  that  thou  sleest  so  fele  in  sondry  wise 
Ayeins  hir  wil,  unpreyed,  day  and  night, 
Do  me  at  my  requeste  this  servise  :  514 
Delivere  now  the  world,  than  dostow  right. 
Of  me  that  am  the  wofulleste  wight 
That  everc  was  ;  for  time  is  that  I  sterve, 
Sin  in  this  world  of  right  naught  may  I 


serve 


t ». 


This  Troilus  in  teres  gan  distille. 
As  licour  out  of  alambic,  fill  friste  ;  530 
And  Pandarus  gan  holde  his  tonge  stille. 
And  to  the  grounde  his  yen  doun  he  caste. 
But  natheles  thus  thoughte  he  at  the  laste, 
'What,  pardc,  rather  than  my  felaw  deye, 
Yit  shal  I  somwhat  more  unto  him  seye ! ' 

And  seide,  '  Frend,  sin  thou  hast  swich 

distresse. 
And  sin  thee  list  myn  arguments  to  blame. 
Why  n*ilt  thy-selven  helpe  to  redresse. 
And  with  thy  manhod  letten  al  this  grame  ? 
To  ravisshe  her  ne  canstow  not  ?  for  shame  I 
And  outher  lat  her  out  of  toune  hie  531 
Or  hold  her  stille,  and  lef  this  nice  care ! 

'  Artow  in  Troye,  and  h^t  non  hardiment 
To  take  a  womman  which  that  loveth  thee 
And  wolde  her-selven  ben  of  thyn  assent  ? 

506.  deth,  so  a ;  rest  th4m. 
yyj.  his,  so  a  (H*  omits) ;  rest  thy. 
51X.  hete,  so  J  H4  R  Hi  CI.  (Boc.);  Hs  herte 
hete;  rest  herte, 
515.  than,  so  a  A  D  :  rest  so. 
53a  To,  so  J  Ha  D  Cx.  CI. ;  rest  Go. 
532.  this  nice  care,  Cx.  y  thy  nice /tare. 
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BOOK  If 


Now  is  not  this  a  nice  vanit6  ? 
Ris  up  anon,  and  lat  thy  weping  be, 
And  kith  thou  art  a  man  ;  for  in  this  honre 
I  wol  be  ded,  or  she  shal  bleven  oure  ! ' — 

To  this  answ^rde  him  Troilus  ful  softe, 
And  seide,  *  Pard^,  leve  brother  dere,  541 
Al  this  have  I  my-selve  y-thought  ftil  ofte, 
And  more  thing  than  thou  devisest  here. 
But  why  this  thing  is  left,  thou  shalt  wel 

here ; 
And  whan  thou  me  hast  yiven  audience, 
Ther-after  maystow  telle  al  thy  sentence. 

<  First,  sin  thou  wost  this  town  hath  al  this 

werre 
For  ravisshing  of  women  so  by  might, 
It  sholde  not  be  suflfred  me  to  erre,      S49 
As  it  stant  now,  ne  don  so  gret  unright. 
I  sholde  han  also  blame  of  every  wight, 
My  fadrcs  graunt  if  that  I  so  withstood. 
Sin  she  is  chaunged  for  the  townes  good. 

*  I  have  ek  thought,  so  it  were  her  assent, 
To  axe  her  at  my  fader  of  his  grace  ; 
Than  thenke  I,   this   were    her  accuse- 

ment, 
Sin  wel  I  wot  I  may  her  not  purchdcc. 
For  sin  my  fader  in  so  heigh  a  place 
As  parlemcnt  hath  her  eschaunge  cnseled 
He  n'il  for  me  his  honour  he  repcled.  560 

*  Yit  drede  I  most  her  herte  to  perturbe 
With  violence,  if  I  do  swich  a  game  ; 
For,  if  I  wolde  it  openly  disturbe. 

It  moste  be  disclaundre  to  her  name. 
And  me  were  levcre  ded  than  her  defame. 
As  n'olde  God  bul-if  I  sholde  have 
Her  honour  levere  than  my  lif  to  save  ! 

*  Thus  am  I  lost,  for  aught  that  I  may  sec  ; 
For  certain  is,  sin  that  I  am  her  knight, 

I  have  her  honour  levere  yit  than  me   570 
In  every  cas,  as  lover  oughte  of  right. 
Thus  am  I  with  desir  and  reson  twight : 
Desir  for  to  disturben  her  me  redeth, 
And  reson  n'il  not,  so  myn  herte  dredeth.' 


560.  honour^  so  a  ;  rest  lettrt, 
571.  /«,  J  H3  H3  -rtf «//  m. 


Thus  weping  that  he  ooude  nevere  cese, 
He  seide,  '  Alias,  how  shal  I,  wieoche, 

£9ire? 
For  wel  fele  I  alwfy  017  love  enciesse, 
And  hope  islasse  andlasse  alw^,  Pandaie; 
Encressen  ek  the  causes  of  my  care ;    579 
So  weylawey,  why  n*il  myn  herte  brcste? 
For-why  in  love  is  litel  hertes  reste !  '— 

Pandire  answ6rde»  *Freiid,  thou  majst  fcr 

me 
Don  as  thee  list    But  hadde  ichitsobote, 
And  thyn  estat,  she  sholde  go  with  me ! 
Though  al  this  town  cri'de  on  this  thing 

by  note, 
I  n*olde  sette  at  al  the  noise  a  giote  I 
For  whan  men  han  wel  cried,  than  hi 

hem  roune ! 
For  wonder  last  but  nine  night  nevoe  ia 

toune  I 

<  Devine  not  in  reson  ay  so  depe 
Ne  preciously,  but  help  thy-selve  anoo !  sgo 
Bet  is  that  other  than  thy-selve  wepe. 
And  namely  sin  ye  two  ben  al  oon  ! 
Ris  up,  for  by  myn  hed  she  shal  not  goo ! 
And  rather  be  a  lite  in  blame  y-foonde 
Than   sterve   here  as   a   gnat   witbonte 
wounde  1 

'  It  is  no  rape  in  my  dom,  ne  no  vice, 
Her  to  with-holden  that  thee  loveth  moiL 
Paraunter  she  may  holden  thee  for  nice 
To  lete  her  go  thus  to  the  Grekes  oost  591 
Thenk  ek  Fortune,  as  wel  thy-selven  wost, 
Ilelpeth  an  hardy  man  to  his  emprise, 
And  fleeth  fro  wrecches  for  hir  cowait&t 

'And  though  thy  lady  woldea  lite  hergrcre. 
Thou  shalt  thy  pees  fill  wel  her>aftermake; 

j8x.  For-why  in  Zmv,  so  J  P  G ;  Hj  Hj  /#f 
wkil  I  live :  rest  read  A>r  ns  im  leve  tker  is  M 
litel  reste. 

587.  lat  hem  rouiUtto  a ;  rest  w>0l  they  rtmm. 

588.  Fcr^  so  a  D ;  CI.  y4  ;  rest  Ek. 

590W  preciously t  so  a ;  R  preciently;  Ct 
cmryously;  naX.  curtersly.    (Boc.  sottihiienta) 

506.  r»/tf  in  my  dom,  so  « ;  rest  im  M*" 
{ui^  you  {ikee). 

597.  thee  Ufoeth,  J  tktt  laoestf  otben  vmr. 

601.  ««h  so  R  Cx.  S ;  rest  oauu 

60a.  Jleeih/ro^  so  a  Cz. ;  rest  wtyvttJL 
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But  ss  for  me,  certtin,  I  can  Dot  leve 
That  she  woldc  it  as  now  for  yvel  take. 
Why  sholde  thanne   of-fit'd  thyn  herte 

Thenk  how  that  I>am  hath,  that  ii  thy 

biother, 
Alove;  aiulwhyshallownoihaveanoiher? 

■And  Troilus,  oo  thing  I  dar  thee  swere ; 
That  if  Criseyde,  which  that  is  thy  lief,  6ii 
Now  lovelh  thee  as  wel  as  thou  dost  here, 
God  help  me  so,  she  n'il  not  lake  >-grief 
Tlieigh  thou  do  bole  anon  in  this  mischief. 
And  if  she  wilneth  fro  thee  forth  to  passe, 
Tbaobshelals:  w  love  het  wel  the  lassci 

'For-thy  tak  herte,  and  thvnk  thus  as  a 

Though  love  is  broken  alday  eveiy  lawe. 
Kith  now  somwbat  Ihy  con^  and  thy 

Have  mercy  on  Ihy-self  for  any  awe.  e» 
Lat  not  this  wrecchedwolhynhertegnawe, 
But  manlyset  the  world  on  siie  and  scvene, 
And  if  thou  deye  a  maitit,  go  to  hevene  ! 

*  I  wol  my-Mlf  ben  with  thee  al  this  dede, 
Though  ich  and  al  my  kin  upon  a  stoundc 
Shtttle  in  a  strete  aa  dogges  liggen  dede, 
Thomgh-gvt  with  many  a  wide  and  blody 

Id  every  cas  I  wol  a  frend  be  found.  <a& 
And  if  thee  list  here  sterven  as  a  wrecche. 
Adieu,  thedcvilhave him  that  itrecchel'— 

This  Troilus  gan  with  tho  wordes  quiken. 
And  sdde, '  Frend,  gramercy,  ich  assents. 
But  certeinly  tbon  mayst  not  so  me  priken, 
Nc  peyne  non  ne  may  me  so  tormente. 
That  for  no  cas  it  is  not  myn  entente. 
At  shorte  woid^,  though  I  deyen  sholde. 
To  ravisihe  her,  but-if  heraelve  it  wolde. ' 

Pandireanswirde,  'Ofthat beat t« may! 

But  tel  me  tbanne,  haitow  herwil  assaynl, 

That  sorwot  Ibnt?'     And  be  answMe, 

'  Nay.'  «4o 


'Wher-of  artow,'  quod   Pandar,   'than 

Thai  n'ost  not  that  she  wol  ben  yveleapayed 
Tu  ravisshe  her,  sin  thou  hast  not  ben  there. 
But  any  anngel  tulde  il  in  Ihyn  eie  ? 

'  For-thy  ris  up,  as  luughl  ne  were,  anon. 
And  WHSsh  thy  face,  and  To  the  king  thou 

Or  he  may  wondien  why  Ihou  ait  thus  gon. 
Thou  most  with  wisdom  him  and  ochri 

blende, 
Or  upon  cas  he  may  after  thee  sende       &<; 
Orthoubewar.   And,  shorlly,  brother dcrc. 
Be  gtad,  and  lat  me  werke  in  this  mst^. 


Come  speken  with  thy  lady  privtly  j 
And  by  her  wordes  ck  and  by  hei  chere 
Thou  shall  ful  sone  apdrcdve  and  wel  here 
Al  hei  entente,  and  of  this  cas  the  beste. 
And  lai  now  wel,  for  in  this  point  I  teste. ' — 

The  swifte  Fame,  which  that  false  Ihinges 
Egil  repoTtelh  Ilk  the  Ihinges  trewe,  660 
Was  Ibomgh-out  Troye  y-fled  with  preste 

Fromantoman,and  made  this  talealnewe, 
How  Calcas'  doughtei  with  her  brighte 

At  poilement,  wilhonle  woides  more, 
Y-grauntcd  nru  in  diaunge  of  Antenoie. 

The  whichc  tale  anon  light  as  Criseyde 
Had  herd,  she,  which  that  of  her  father 

roughle 
As  in  this  cas  right  naught,  ne  whan  he 

Fu]  bisily  lo  jupilei  bisoughle 
Yeve   him   mischaunce    that   this   tretis 
brougbte ;  670 

But,  shortly,  lest  thise  tales  sothe  were. 
She  dorste  at  no  wight  axen  il  for  fere. 


S3I.  Soa: 


rMFHd  'mvitm 


644.  Bttl  mmf  immtft,  so  ■ 

647.  whr  tktu  art  tkuj,  10 
Mrilkiui:  rcMwUn^Mn* 
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As  she  that  hadde  her  herteand  al  her  minde 

On  Troiius  biset  so  wonder  fiiste. 

That  al  this  world  ne  mighie  her  love 

unbinde, 
Ne  Troiius  out  of  her  herte  caste, 
She  wol  ben  his,  whil  that  her  lif  may  laste : 
And  thus  she  brenneth  bothe  in  love  and 

drede. 
So  that  she  n'iste  what  was  best  to  rede. 

But,  as  men  sen  in  tounes  al  aboute,    680 
That  wommen  usen  frendes  to  visite. 
So  to  Criseyde  of  wommen  cx>m  a  route 
For  pitous  joye,  and  wenMen  her  delite, 
And  with  hir  talcs,  dere  y-noogh  a  mite, 
Thise  wommen  whiche  that  In  the  cit^ 

dwelle, 
They  sette  hem  down,  and  seide  as  I  shal 

telle. 

Quod  first  that  oon,  *  I  am  glad,  trewely, 
bicause  of  you  that  shal  your  £uler  see.  * 
Another  seide,  *  Y-i^is,  so  n*am  not  I ; 
For  al  trx>  litel  hath  she  with  us  be.'    690 
The  thridde  answcrde,  *I  hope,  y-wis, 

that  she 
Shal  bringen  us  the  pees  on  every  side  ; 
That,  when  she  go'th,  almighty  God  her 

gide!* 

Tho  wordcs  and  tho  womanisshe  thinges 
She herde right  as  though  she  thennes  were, 
For  al  this  while  her  herte  on  other  thing  is. 
Although  the  body  sat  among  hem  there ; 
God  wot  her  Advertence  is  elleswhere, 
For  Troiius  ful  faste  her  soule  soughte  :  699 
Withoute  word  alw6y  on  him  she  thoughte. 

Thise  wommen,  thatsowen'denhertoplese, 
Aboute  naught  thus  gonnehir  tales  spende : 
Swich  \'anit^  ne  can  don  her  non  ese. 
As  she  that  al  this  mene  while  brende 
Of  other  passioun  than  that  they  wen'de, 
So  that  she  felte  almost  her  herte  dye 
For  wo,  and  wery  of  that  componye. 

691.  The  ihriddt  answtrde^  so  a ;  rest  Quod 
{tho)  the  thridde. 

696.  ai  this  whiUt  so  a  ;  rest  God  it  wot. 

698.  So  a ;  rest  Hertidveriencei^  Q%.a$tditnce) 
is  alwey  elleswhere. 


For- which  no  lei^er  mighte  she  rcsticyiK 
Her  teres,  so  they  gooncii  up  to  irdk, 
That  }-mvcnsigiics<if  the  bittrepeyne    w 
In  which  her  spirit  «ms  mod  moite  dwdk, 
Remembrii^  her  from  hercDe  into  vbkk 

hellc 
She  £dlen  was,  sin  she  fbtgo'th  the  agbte 
Of  Troiius ;  and  sorwfolly  she  sighte. 

And  th'  like  ioolcs,  sitting  her  aboote, 
Wen*den  that  she  so  wepce  and  sigfatesoRp 
Bicausc  that  she  sholde  from  that  rooie 
Departe,  and  nevere  pieye  with  hem  bmr. 
And  they  that  hadde  knowen  her  of  job 
Saye  her  so  wepe,  and  thoughte  it  \au&- 
nesse;  7* 

And  ech  of  hem  wep  ek  fcNr  her  distrOK: 

And  bisily  they  gpnnen  her  oonfoftm 
Of  thing,  God  wot,  on  which  die  W 

thoughte. 
And  i»ith  hirwordeswcn*denherdispoftah 
And  to  be  glad  they  often  her  hisoa^ic 
But   siK-ich    an   ese    therwith    they  ha 

WTOughte, 
Right  as  a  man  is  esed  for  to  fele. 
For  ache  of  hed  to  dawen  him  on  his  hde ! 

But  after  al  this  nice  vanit^ 
They  toke  hir  leve,  and  horn  they  wenta 
alle.  VR 

Criseyde,  fill  of  son»-ful  piet^ 
Into  the  chaumbre  up  wente  out  of  the  haOe, 
And  on  her  bed  for  ded  she  gan  to  frlki 
In  purpos  nevere  thennes  for  to  rise ; 
And  thus  she  wroughte  as  I  shal  yon  deriK. 

The  salte  teres  from  her  yen  tweyne 
Out-ronne  as  shour  in  Aperil  ful  switbe : 
Her  white  brest  she  bet,  and  for  the  pepe 

708.  11.  708-7x4  are  omitted  in  y  (aA  D  Qp^ 
H1CI.S2). 
716.  so  wepte^  so  Cx. ;  rest  wefte, 
73X.  /fV/«,  so  S  Cp. ;  others /t/«r,  >r/r,  etc 
736.  a  (J  P  G  H^   have   this   staiua  hot 
(6occaccio*s  order) ;  ^  (H,  H4  R  Cz.)  and  y  (S  .^ 
D  Cp.  Hi  CI.  Ss)  have  it  after  L  756. 
730.  ^  Y  read  : 

Therwith  the  feces  from  hir  yea  two 
Doun  fiUe  .  .  . 

737- AA  so  G  R;  Cx.  doth;  rest  omk.   H4 
tkoHrts  in  AprUle  switke, 
738.  feyne,  fiywo. 
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^After  the  deth  she  cri'de  a  thousand  sithe, 
:Sin  he  that  wont  her  wo  was  for  to  lithe  740 
^She  mot  forgon  ;  for  which  disaventure 
JStut  held  herself  a  forlost  creature. 

Herounded  heer,  thatsonnissh  wasof  hewe 
-She  rente,  and  ek  her  fingres  longe  and 
_.  smale 

She  wrong  ful  ofte,  and  bad  God  on  her 

rewe 

.  And  with  the  deth  do  bote  upon  her  bale. 

■  Her  hewe,  whilom  bright  that  tho  was  pale, 

-  Borwitnesseof  her  wo  and  herconstreynte ; 

And  thus  she  spak,  sobbing  in  her  com- 
'.  pleynte : 

.  'Alias !'  quod  she,  *  out  of  this  r^oun  750 
'  I,  wofiil  wrecche  and  infortuned  wight, 
^  And  bom  in  cursed  constellacioun, 
\  Mot  gon,  and  thus  departen  fro  my  knight ! 
'  Wo  worth  that  day,  and  namely  that  night, 
,.  On  which  I  saw  him  first  with  yen  tweyne, 
'.  That  causeth  me,  and  ich  him,  al  this  peyne ! 

'  What  shal  he  don  ?   '^liat  shal  I  don  also  ? 
.  How  shal  I  live,  if  that  I  from  him  twinne? 
\  O  dere  herte  ek,  that  I  love  so, 
\Vho  shal   that  sorwe  slee  that  ye  ben 
inne  ?  760 

O  Calcas  fader,  thyn  be  al  this  sinne  ! 
And  cursed  be  that  day  which  that  Argive 
Me  of  her  body  bar  to  ben  on-live  ! 

*  To  what  6n  sholde  I  live  and  sorwe  thus  ? 
How  sholde  a  fissh  withoute  water  dure  ? 
What  is  Criseyde  worth  from  Troilus  ? 
How  sholde  a  plaunte  or  other  creature 
tjven  withoute  his  kinde  noriture  ? 
K'or- which  ful  ofle  a  by-word  here  I  seye, 
That,  *  *  ertheles,  mot  grene  sone  deye. "  770 

*  I  shal  don  thus :  sin  nother  swerd  ne  darte 
iDar  I  non  handle  for  the  cruelty, 

754.  ^yread: 

Wo  worth,  alks.tiiat  like  dayes  Bgbt. 

757-  /*  y  '««1 : 

She  wyd*.  *  How  stud  be  don,  and  I  alsoT 

7^»7^'  ^yread: 

O  nodar  nmi,  that  dcped  were  Argyre. 
Wo  worth  that  day  that  thon  ■•  bore  on  lyre. 

770W  #rrt»fcr,  ^ywi^fcf 


That  ilke  day  I  shal  from  you  departe, 
If  sorwe  of  that  n'il  not  my  bane  be, 
Ther  shal  no  mete  or  drinke  come  in  me. 
Til  I  my  soule  out  of  my  brest  unshethe  ; 
And  thus  myselven  wol  I  do  to  dethe. 

'  And  Troilus,  my  clothes  everychon 
Shal  blake  ben,  in  tokening,  herte  swete. 
That  I  am  as  out  of  this  world  agon,  780 
That  wont  was  you  to  holden  in  quiete ; 
And  of  myn  ordre,  til  that  deth  me  mete. 
The  6bservaunces  evere  in  your  absence 
Shal  sorwe  be,  compleynte,  and  abstinence. 

*  Myn  herte  and  ek  the  wofiil  goosttherinne 
Biquelhe  I,  with  your  spirit  to  compleyne 
Eternaly,  for  they  shul  nevere  twinne. 
For  theighinerthey-twinned  be  we  tweyne, 
Yit  in  the  feld  of  pite,  out  of  peyne, 
Ther  Pluto  regneth,  shal  we  ben  i-fere,  790 
As  Orpheus  with  Euridfce,  his  fere. 

*  Thus  herte  myn,  for  Antenor,  alias, 
I  sone  shal  be  yolden,  as  I  wene  ! 
But  how  shal  ye  don  in  this  wofiil  cas  ? 
How  shal  your  tendre  herte  this  sustene  ? 
But  herte  myn,  foryet  this  sorwe  and  tene, 
And  me  also  ;  for,  sothly  for  to  seye. 

So  ye  wel  fare,  I  recche  not  to  deye  I  * — 

How  mighte  it  evere  al  red  ben  or  y-songe 
The    pleynte    that    she    made    in    her 

distresse  ?  800 

I  n'ot ;  but,  as  for  me,  my  litel  tonge, 
If  I  discrive  wolde  her  hevinesse. 
It  sholde  make  her  sorwe  seme  lesse 
Than  that  it  was,  and  childisshly  deface 
Her  heighe  compleynte ;  and  therfor  ich 

it  pace. 

Pandare, — which  that  sent  fro  Troilus 
Was  to  Crbeyde,  as  ye  han  herd  devise 
That  for  the  beste  it  was  acorded  thus, 
And  he  ful  glad  to  don  him  this  servise,— 

773.  /  shal^  soa;  fil  mot;  y  thai  I. 

783.  obseroauncest  so  J  only ;  rest  obxctvaunce. 

790.  Tfur  Pluto  rtgmtk^  /S  y  That  higMf^t) 
Elyxos. 

793.  yolden^  p  y  ckmmnfed. 

799.  «/  red,  so  J  Hf  only ;  other  (/•)m/L  (Boc 
nan-are  a  piena) 
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Unto  Criscydc,  in  n  ful  secre  wise,       8zo 
Thcr-as  she  lay  in  torment  and  in  rage. 
Com  her  to  telle  al  hoolly  his  message. 

And  fond  that  she  herselven  gan  to  treie 
Ful  jMtously  ;  for  with  her  salte  teres 
I  ler  brest,  her  face,  y-bathed  was  ful  wete, 
The  mighty  tresses  of  her  sonnissh  heres, 
Unbroidcn,  hanging  al  aboute  her  eres : 
Which  yaf  him  verray  signal  of  martfre 
Of  deth,  which  that  for  wo  she  gan  desire. 

Whan  she  him  saw,  she  gan  for  shame 
anon  820 

Her  tcry  face  atwixe  her  armes  hide  ; 

For  which  this  Pandar  is  so  wo-bigon 

Tliat  in  the  chaumbrc  he  mighte  unnethc 
abide, 

As  he  that  pitc  fclte  on  every  side  ; 

l''or  if  Criseydc  had  erst  compleyneil  sore, 

Tho  gan  she  ployne  a  thousand  times  more. 

And  in  her  aspre  plejTite  thus  she  seyde, 

*  Myn  cm,  Pandare,  of  joyes  mo  than  two 
Was  cause  causing  first  to  me  Cris^yde, 
That  now  transmuwed  ben  in  cruel  wo :  830 
Whe'r  shal  I  seyn  to  you  welcome  or  no, 
That  alderfirst  me  broughte  into  servlse 
Of  love,  alias,  that  cndeth  in  swich  wise  ? 

*  Endcth  than  love  in  wo  ?     Ye,  or  men 

lieth  ; 
And  every  worldly  joye,  as  thinketh  me  ! 
The  ende  of  blisse,  ay  sorwe  it  occupieth  ! 
And  who-so  troweth  not  that  it  so  be. 
Let  him  ujxDn  me,  woful  wrecche,  y-see. 
That  my-self  hate,  and  ay  my  burthe  acorse, 
P'eling  alw^y,  fro  wikke  I  go  to  worse !  840 

*  Who-so  me  sceth,  he  seeth  sorwe  al  at  ones. 
And  peyne,  torment,  pleynte,   wo,  dis- 

tresse  ! 

819.  /or  IVO  jA/,  ^  y  her  kerie. 

820.  skame^  so  a :  ^  y  sorwe.    (Boc   per  ver* 
gogna.) 

823.  chaumbre^  fi  y  k4ms. 

838,  899.  /3  y  read  : 

PandArc  first  of  loyes  mo  than  two 
Was  cause  caujng  unto  me.  Criseyde. 

8  35.  rt'ery  wcr/dfyjove,  fi  y  ai(/e)  worldly  blisse. 

843.  And  peyne  (?)  all  Peytu. 

843.  P  G  Cx.  R  CI.  aM// before  distresse. 


Out  of  my  sorwful  body  bAim  ther  dog  ii| 
As  anguissh,  langour,  cruel  bittcnieae, 
Anoy,  smert,  drede,  furie,  and  ek  sflmesK! 
I  trowe,  y-wis,  from  hevene  tens  repe 
For  pite  of  myn  aspre  and  cruel  peyne  I  - 

*  And  thou,  my  suster,  lul  of  disoonfbrt,' 
Quod  Pandarus,  *  what  thenkestow  to  do? 
Why  n'hastow  to  thysel  ven  som  resport  ?  I^i 
Why  wiltow  thus  th>'selve,  alias,  foido? 
Leve  al  this  werk,  and  tak  now  hedc  (0 
What  I  shal  seyn,  and  herkne  of  good 

entente 
This  that  by  me  thy  Troilus  thee  sentc' 

Tome<l  her  tho  Criseydc,  a  wo  makincc 
So  gret  that  it  a  deth  ^-as  for  to  see. 
'  Alias  ! '  quod  she,  *  what  wordes  miyfe 

bringe? 
What  wil  my  dere  herte  scjm  to  me. 
Which  that  I  drede  nevere-mo  to  see? 
Wil  he  han  ple}Tite  of  teres  or  I  wende.'Hi 
I  have  y-nowe,  if  he  ther-after  sende!' 

She  was  right  swich  to  sen  in  her  xeA^ 
As  is  that  wight  that  men  on  bere  bindc; 
I  fer  face,  lik  of  Paradis  thMmige, 
Was  al  y-chaunged  in  another  kinde ; 
The  ])ley,  the  laughter,  men  ii^-as  wont  to 

finde 
In  her,  and  othre  joyes  cverychone 
l^n  fled  ;  and  thus  for  hem  she  li*th  aUoot 

Aboute  her  yen  two  a  purpre  ring  Kp 
Bitrent,  in  sothfast  tokening  of  her  pejM* 
That  to  beholde  it  was  a  dedly  thing ; 
For  which  Pandire  mighte  not  restreyw 
The  teres  from  his  yen  for  to  reyne. 
But  natheles,  as  he  best  mighte,  he  seyde 
From  Troilus  thise  wordes  to  Criseyde: 

*  Lo,  nece,  I  trowe  wel  ye  han  herd  al  bov 
The  king  with  othre  lordes  for  the  bestt 
Hath  maad  th'eschaunge  of  Antenor  and 

you,  87« 

That  cause  is  of  this  wo  and  this  unreste. 
But  how  this  cas  doth  Troilus  moleste, 


867.  otkrtt  afiek  her. 

868.  /or  kern  ske  litky «  3  lUh  (n^nr)  CriiO^ 
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y  no  worldly  mannes  tongeseye, — 
lat  shortly  shapeth  him  to  deye. 

lich  we  han  so  sorwed,  he  and  I, 

0  litel  bothe  it  hadde  us  slawe, 
-ugh  my  conseil  this  day  finaly 
what  hath  fro  weping  him  with* 
Irawe  ; 

leth  me  that  he  desireth  fawe 
u  to  ben  al  night,  for  to  devise 
r  in  this,  if  ther  were  any  wise. 

^hort  and  pleyn,  th*effect  of  my 
nessage,  890 

he  beste  as  my  wit  can  comprende ; 
hat  ben  of  torment  in  swich  rage, 
no  long  proMge  as  now  entende. 
•upon  ye  may  answ^re  him  sende  ; 
the  love  of  God,  my  nece  dere, 
lis  wo  or  Troilus  be  here  !  * 

my  wo,'  quod  she,  and  sightesore, 
hat  feleth  dcdly  sharp  distresse  ; 
to  me  his  sorwe  is  muche  more, 
e  him  bet  than  he  himself,  I  gesse. 
or  me  hath  he  swich  hevinesse  ? 
"or  me  so  pitously  compleyne  ? 
s,  his  sorwe  doublethal  mypeyne ! 

s  tome,  God  wot,  is  for  to  twinne/ 
e,  *  but  yit  it  harder  is  to  me 
lim  in  that  wo  that  he  is  inne ; 

1  wot,  it  wil  my  bane  be, 

re  I  wol  in  certein  ! ' — Tho  quod 

he, 

1  him  come,  or  deth,  that  thus 

nc  threteth, 

it  that  goost  which  in  myn  herte 

>eteth.'  910 

Drdes  seid,  she  on  her  armes  two 
and  gan  to  wepen  pitously. — 
mdarus,  '  Alias  !  why  do  ye  so, 
ye  wot  the  time  is  fiute  by 

ead: 

or  Temjr  wo  hii  wh  b  al  awejre. 

1  qual  da  tutto  in  dud  ne  vuol  moiirc. 

'read: 

Ibrdi  a*  mjr  wk  caa  (may)  comptalMnde. 

m,  wis,  kit,  $  y  V-wis,  IMm, 


That  he  shal  come  ?    Aris  up  softely, 
That  he  you  not  biwopen  thus  y-fmde. 
But  ye  wol  han  him  wood  out  of  his  minde ! 

*  For  wiste  he  that  ye  ferde  in  this  man^e, 
He  wolde  himselven  slee  ;  and  if  I  wen'dc 
To  han  this  fieure,  he  sholde  not  come  here 
For  al  the  good  that  Priam  may  dispende  ; 
For  to  what  fin  he  wolde  anon  pretende, 
That  wot  I  wel !  And  therfor  yit  I  seye, 
Lat  be  this  sorwe,  or  platly  he  wol  deye  ! 

'  And  shapeth  you  his  sorwe  for  t'abregge 
And  not  encresse,  O  leve  nece  swetc  1 
Beth  rather  to  him  cause  of  flat  than  egge, 
And  with  som  wisdom  ye  his  sorwe  bete. 
What  helpeth  it  to  wepen  ful  a  strete,  999 
Or  though  ye  bothe  in  salte  teres  dre)mte  ? 
Bet  is  a  time  of  cure  ay  than  of  plejrnte  ! 

'  I  mene  thus  :  whan  ich  him  hider  bringe. 
Sin  ye  ben  wise  and  bothe  of  oon  assent, 
So  ^apeth,  how  distorbe  this  gofnge, 
Or  come  ayein  sone  after  ye  be  went 
Wommen  ben  wise  of  short  avisement. 
And  lat  sen  how  your  wit  shal  now  availe ; 
And  that  that  I  can  helpe,  it  shal  not 
&Ue!' 

•  Go,'  quod  Criseyde,  *  and  uncle,  trew^ly, 
I  shal  don  al  my  might,  me  to  restreyne 
Fro  weping  in  his  sighte ;  and  bisily,  941 
Him  for  to  glade,  I  ^bal  don  al  my  peyne, 
And  in  my  herte  seken  every  vcync. 

If  to  this  soor  ther  may  be  founden  salve, 
It  shal  not  lakke,  certein,  on  myn  halve  ! ' 

Go'th  Pandarus,  and  Troilus  he  soughte, 
Til  in  a  temple  he  fond  him  al  allone, 
As  he  that  of  his  lif  no  lenger  roughte ; 
But  to  the  pitous  Goddes  everychone 
Ful  tendrely  he  prey'de  and  made  his 

mone,  950 

To  don  him  sone  out  of  this  world  to  pace ; 
For  wel  he  thoughte  ther  n'as  non  other 

grace. 

947.  alaOont,  so  J  Hj  Cx.  S  Cp. :  rtst  mUont, 

950^52.  P  Ha  read : 

He  facte  made  his  compleyiita  and  hia  moiM. 
Besekinff  lieaa^tp  aaade  liiai  oUmt  graces 
Or  fro  tUs  world  to  doo  hin ) 
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And,  shortly,  al  the  sothe  for  to  seye, 
He  was  so  fallen  in  despair  that  day, 
That  outrely  he  shoop  him  for  to  deye  ; 
For  right  thus  was  his  argument  alwey  : — 
He  seide  *  I  n'am  but  lorn,  so  weylawey  ! 
For  al  that  com*th,  com'th  by  necessity : 
Thus,  to  l)e  lorn,  it  is  my  destin6  1 

*  For  certeinly,  this  wot  I  wel,*  he  seide, 

*  That  for-sight  of  divine  Piirveyaunce  961 
Hath  seyn  alw^  me  to  forgon  Criseyde, 
Sin  God  seeth  every  thing,  out  of  doutaunce. 
And  hem  disponeth  thorugh  hisordinaunce. 
In  hir  merltes  sothly  for  to  be. 

As  they  shul  comen  by  predestin6. 

*•  But  natheles,  alias,  whom  shal  I  leve  ? 
For  ther  ben  grete  clerkes  many  oon. 
That  destine  thorugh  argumentes  preve  ; 
And  some  men  seyn  that  nedly  ther  is 

noon,  970 

But  that  free  chois  is  yiven  us  everychoon. 
O,   weylawey  !      So  sleighe  arn  clerkes 

olde, 
That  I  n'ot  wlios  opinioun  I  may  holde. 

*  For  some  men  seyn,  if  God  seeth  al  bifom, 
(Ne  God  may  not  deceived  l)en,  pardc  !) 
Than  mot  it  fallen,  though  men  hadde  it 

sworn, 
That  Piirveyaunce  hath  seyn  bifom  to  be. 
Wherfor  I  seye  that  from  eteme  if  he 
Hath  wist  bifore  our  thought  ek  as  our 

dedc,  979 

We  han  no  free  chois,  as  thise  clerkes  rede. 

*  For  other  thought  nor  other  dede  also 
Mighte  nevere  be,  but  swich  as  Piirvey- 
aunce, 

Which  may  not  ben  deceived  nevere  mo. 
Hath  fel'd  biforn  withouten  ignoraunce. 
For,  if  ther  mighte  ben  a  variaunce 
To  writhen  out  fro  Goddes  piirveyinge, 
Ther  n'ere  no  prescience  of  thing  cominge, 

953.  H3  and  H4  omit  11.  953-io85:  P  inserts 
them  later.  G  omits  11.  95^1078.  This  passage 
(not  in  Boccaccio)  is  taken  for  the  most  part  from 
Bocthius,  bk.  v. 

957.  /  n'atn^  J  Cx.  S  D  /  uph  ;  P  Ha  y  A*  n*as. 

957.  *^,  so  J  R  Cx.  S  D  ;  P  H*  y  omit. 


*  But  it  were  rather  an  opinioun 
Unsted&st,  and  no  certein  fcxsesngt ; 
And  certes  that  were  an  abusioan,      99* 
That  God  sholdehan  no  parfit  deerwitiDge 
More  than   we   men    that    han  doutoos 

weninge. 
But  swich  an  errour  upon  God  to  gesse 
Were  fals  and  foul ,  and  wikked  corscdnesse. 

*  £k  this  is  an  opinioun  of  some 

That  han  hir  top  ful  heighe  and  smoibc 

y-shore : 
They  seyn  right  thus,  that  thing  is  not  to 

come 
For-that  the  Prescience  hath  seyn  bifore 
That  it  shal  come ;  but  they  seyn  thau 

therfore 
That  it  shal  come,  therfore  the  Purrqr- 

aunce  mat 

Wot  it  bifom  withouten  ignoraunce. 

*  And  in  this  maner  this  necessite 
Retometh  in  his  part  contrdrie  ageyn. 
For  nedfuUy  bihov*th  it  not  to  be 
That  th'ilke  thinges  fallen  in  cert^ 
That  ben  purveyed  ;  but  needly,  as  they 

seyn, 
Bihoveth  it  that  thinges  whiche  that  fitlle, 
That  they  in  certein  ben  purveyed  alle. 

*  I  mene  as  though  I  labour'd  me  in  this 
T'enqueren  which  thing  cause  of  whidi 

thing  be :  iom 

As  whether  that  the  prescience  of  God  is 
The  certein  cause  of  the  necessity 
Of  thinges  that  to  comen  ben,  pard^ ; 
Or  if  necessity  of  thing  cominge 
Be  cause  certein  of  the  piirveyinge. 

'  But  now  n'enforce  I  me  not  in  shewing 
How  th'ordre  of  causes  stant.     But  wel 

wot  I 
That  it  bihoveth,  that  the  bOallfnge 
Of  thinges  wiste  bffom  certeinly 
Be  necessarie,  al  seme  it  not  thcrby    low 
That  prescience  put  falling  necessaire 
To  thing  to  come,  al  falle  it  foule  or  hire* 


989.  Umttd/ast,  so  J  P  Cx.  D  :  rest  VmtrUin. 
989.  certein^  to  J  P  Cx.  (D  omit) ;  rest  tttdfmd. 


$22 


IV 


TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE 


1023-1095 


if  ther  sit  a  man  yond  on  a  see, 
by  necessity  bihoveth  it 
:ertes  thyn  opinioun  soth  be, 
ivenest  or  conjectest  that  he  sit ; 
urther  over  now  ayeinward  yit, 
ght  so  is  it  of  the  part  contrarie, 
us : — now  herkne,   for  I   wol  not 
tarie. — 

e,  that  if  th'opinioun  of  thee      1030 

:h  for-that  he  sit,  than  seye  I  this, 

le  mot  sitten  by  necessity, 

hus  necessity  in  either  is. 

I  him  nede  of  sitting  is,  y-wis, 

n  thee  nede  of  soth ;  and  thus,  for* 

sothe, 
mot  necessity  ben  in  you  bothe. 

thou  mayst  seyn :  the  man  sit  not 

therfore 
thyn  opinioun  of  sitting  soth  is, 
ither,  for  the  man  sit  ther  bifore, 
3r  is  thyn  opinioun  soth,  y-wis.    1040 
seye,  though  the  cause  of  soth  of  this 
h  of  his  sitting,  yit  necessity 
rechaunged  bothe  in  him  and  thee. 

>  in  this  same  wise,  out  of  doutaunce, 
wel  maken,  as  it  semeth  me, 
soninge  of  Goddes  purveyaunce 
»f  the  thinges  that  to  comen  be  : 
liche  resons  men  may  wel  y-see 
th'ilke  thinges  that  in  erthe  falle, 
by  necessity  they  comen  alle.      1050 

although  that,  for  thing  shal  come, 

y-wis, 
>re  is  it  purveyed,  certeinly, 
lat  it  cometh  for  it  purvey *d  is, — 
Ltheles  bihov'th  it  nedfiilly 
thing  to  come  be  purvey*d  trewely  : 
cs,  thinges  that  purveyed  be, 
they  bitiden  by  necessity. 

this  suffiseth  right  ynough,  certeyn, 
)  dtttroye  our  free  chois  every  del ! 
3w  is  this  abusioun,  to  seyn       1060 

that^  Cx.  omits. 

^sitting,  to  P  only ;  rest  o/his  ntitMf, 


That  falling  of  the  thinges  temporel 
Is  cause  of  Goddes  prescience  ^temel. 
Now  trewely  that  is  a  &ls  sent^ce, 
That  thing  to  come  shul  cause  his  pre- 
science ! 

*  What  mighte  I  wene,  and  I  had  swich  a 

thought. 
But  that  God  purvey'th  thing  that  is  to 

come 
F*or  that  it  is  to  come,  and  dies  nought  ? 
So  mighte  I  wene  that  thinges  alle  and 

some. 
That  whilom  ben  bifalle  and  overcome, 
Ben  cause  of  th'ilke  sovereign  Purveyaunce 
That  for  wot  al  wi  thou  ten  ignoraunce  I  1071 

*  And  over  al  this,  yit  seye  I  more  therto  : 
That,  right  as  whan  I  wot  ther  is  a  thing, 
Y-wis  that  thing  mot  needfully  be  so, — 
£k  right  so,  whan  I  wot  a  thing  coming. 
So  mot  it  come.     And  thus  the  b(£dling 
Of  thinges  that  ben  wist  bifom  the  tide. 
They  mowe   not   ben  eschuwed   on   no 

side. ' — 

Than  seide  he  thus,  *AlmightyJoveintrone, 
Thatwost  of  althis  thing  the  soth&istnesse, 
Rewe  on  my  sorwe,  and  do  me  deyen  sone, 
Or  bring  Criseyde  and  me  from  this  dis- 

tresse !' 
And  whil  he  was  in  al  this  hevinesse. 
Disputing  with  himself  in  this  mat^. 
Com  Pandar  in,  and  seide  as  ye  may  here. 

*  O  mighty  God,' quod  Pandarus, '  in  trone ! 
£y  1  who  say  evere  a  wis-man  faren  so  ? 
Why,  Troilus,  what  thenkestow  to  done  ? 
Hastow  swich  list  to  ben  thyn  owne  fo  ? 
What,  pard6,  yit  is  not  Criseyde  ago  1  1090 
Why  list  ther  so  thyself  fordon  for  drede, 
That  in  thyn  hed  thine  yen  semen  dede  ? 

*  Hastow  not  lived  of  thy  lif  bifom 
Withouten  her,  and  ferd  fill  wel  at  ese  ? 
Artow  for  her  and  for  non  other  bom  ? 

1064.  tkt//,  so  R  Cx. ;  P  tJkal;  J  and  others 
tku/de,  shaUle. 

1065.  P  omits  U.  io65-io7i. 

1003.  of  thy  lif,  so  J  (P  H,  «/  thy  lif;  G  o/tyn 
in  thyn  /(/) ;  fi  y  tnany  a  ytr. 


523 


I096-II60 


TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE 


BOOK  IT 


llath  Kinde  y- wrought  thee  only  her  to 

plese  ? 
Canstow  not  thenken  thus  in  thy  disese, 
That,   on  the  decs  right  as  thee  fallen 

chaunces, 
In  love  als(>  ther  come  and  gon  plesaunces? 

*  And  yit  this  is  my  wonder  most  of  alle ; 
Why  thou  thus  sorwest,  sin  thou  n'ost  not 

yit,  xxoi 

Touching  her  going,  how  that  it  shal  falle, 
Nf,  if  she  can  herself  disturben  it, 
Thou  hast  not  yet  assay «xl  al  her  wit. 
A  man  may  al  by-time  his  nekke  bede 
Whan  it  shal  off,  and  sorwen  at  the  nede  1 

*  For-thy  tak  hetlc  what  I  shal  thee  seye  : 
I  have  with  her  y-six)ke  and  longe  y-be. 
So  as  acorded  was  bitwixe  us  tweye  ; 
And  cvercmo  me  thinketh  thus,  that  she 
Hath  somwhat  in  her  hertcs  privete,  mi 
Wher-wilh  she  can,  if  I  shal  right  arede, 
Stinte  al  this  thing  of  which  thou  art  in 

drede. 

*  For-which  my  conseil  is,  whan  it  is  night, 
Thou  to  her  go  and  make  of  this  an  ende ; 
And  blisful  Juno,  thorugh  her  grete  might, 
Shal,  as  I  ho{)e,  her  grace  unto  us  sende. 
Myn  hertc  seith,  "certein,  she  shal  not 

wende "  ; 
And  for-lhy  put  thyn  herte  a  while  in  reste. 
And  hold  thy  purpos,  for  it  is  the  beste.  * — 

This  Troilus  answ^rde,  and  sighte  sore, 

*  Thou  sey'st   right  wel,  and   I  wil  don 

right  so.*  ixaa 

And  what  him  list  he  seidc  to  him  more. 
But  whan  that  it  was  time  for  to  go, 
Ful  prively  himself,  withouten  mo. 
Unto  her  com,  as  he  was  wont  to  done ; 
And  how  they  wroughte,  I  shal  you  tellen 

sone. 

1097.  Canstow  not  thenken^  fi  y  Laf  6e,  and 
thtnk  right  (var.). 

1099.  In  ioT'e  also^  fi  y  Risht  so  in  lot't. 

1 100.  my,  S  y  a. 

1 1 13.  Stiutt  at  this  thif^g,  fi  y  Disturbt  al 
this.    (See  1.  1 103.) 

X 134.  Hut,  so  a  ^  (Boc) ;  S  y  And. 


Both  is,  that  whan  they  gonnen  first  tomde. 
So  gan  the  sorwe  hir  hertcs  for  to  twists^ 
That  neither  of  hem  other  mighte  grete, 
But  hem  in  armes  hente  and  a>fte  kiae; 
The  lasse  wofiil  of  hem  bothe  n'iste  117 
What  for  to  don,  ne  mighte  a  word  ooi- 

bringe, 
As  I  seide  erst,  for  wo  and  for  sobbioft 

The  wofiil  teres  that  they  leten  bl\t 
As  bittre  weren,  out  of  teres  kinder 
For  peyne,  as  is  ligne  aloes  or  gmlle : 
So  bittre  teres  wep  not  thorugh  the  node 
The  wofiil  Mirra,  writen  as  I  finde ;  iiy 
That  in  this  world  thern'is  so  hard  anhoti^ 
That  n'oldehan  rewed  on  hir  peynessmoie: 

But  whan  hir  woful  wery  goostcs  tweyK 
Retomed  ben  ther-as  hem  oughte  dwdk, 
And  that  somwhat  toweykeng;an  thepeyiK 
By  lengthe  of  pleynte,  and  ebben  gan  tk 

welle 
Of  bittre  teres,  and  the  herte  unswelle. 
With  broken  vois,  al   hoors  for-shrigfat, 

Criseyde 
To  Troilus  thise  ilke  wordes  se}*de :  lul 

•  O  Jove,  I  deye,  and  mercy  I  beseche ! 
Help,  Troilus  !*— And  ther  withal  her  fiw 
Upon  his  brest  she  leyde,  and  lostc  spedx^ 
Her  woful  spirit  from  his  propre  place. 
Right  with  the  word,  alwey  o-point  to  pact 
And  thus  she  liHh  with  hewes  pale  aoi 

grene. 
That  whilom  fressh  and  fairest  was  toi 


This  Troilus,  that  on  her  gan  biholde, 
Cleping  her  name, — and  she  lay  asfor  ded, 
Withoute  answ^re,  and  felte  her  limei 
colde,  115I 

Her  yen  throwen  upward  to  her  hed,— 
This  sorwful  man  can  now  no  maner  red, 

X13J.  What /or  to  don^  so  a  Cx.  ;  ^  y  Wkf  , 
that  he  ttHis.  \ 

X138,  XX39.  0y  read: 

So  bittre  teres  wep  not.  as  I  fiade. 

The  woful  Mjrm  througii  the  bark  asd  riwki 

11^6.  bittrt^  H4 /A^;  Hj  om.  ;  J  and  otbe* 
A/r( A  ( Boc.  Oil  occni  dolenti  per  gli  wsprt  disrv) 
See  ll.  X 136-1138  (Boc.  Ch'amare  fosrcr  a^  1* 
natura). 
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ofte  time  her  colde  mouth  he  kiste  : 
e'r  him  was  wo,  God  and  himself  it 
wiste ! 

list  him  up,  and  long  streight  he  her 

leyde ; 

signe  of  lif,  for  aught  he  can  or  may, 

I  he  Don  finde  in  no  cas  on  Criseyde, 

which  his  song  ful  ofte  is  *  weylawey ! ' 

i  whan  he  saw  that  specheles  she  lay, 

:h  sorwfiil  vois  and  herte  of  blisse  al 

bare, 
seide  how  she  was  fro  this  world  y-fiaire. 

ifter-that  he  longe  had  hercompleyned, 
hondes  wrong,  and  seid  that  was  to 
seye,  \\^^ 

\  with  his  teres  salte  hisbrestbi-reyned, 
gan  the  teres  wipen  off  ful  dreye, 
1  pitously  gan  for  the  soule  preye, 
I  seide, '  Lord,  that  set  art  in  thy  trone, 
ire  ek  on  me,  for  I  shal  folwe  her  sone ! ' 

cold  was,  and  withouten  sentement 
aught  he  wiste,  and  breth  ne  felte 

he  non; 
I  that  was  him  a  preignant  axgument 
t  she  was  forth  out  of  this  world  agon. 
.  whan  he  saw  ther  was  non  other  won, 
gan  her  limes  dresse  in  swich  manure, 
nen  don  folk  that  shul  ben  laid  on  here. 

after  thb,  with  steme  and  cruel  herte, 
swerd  anon  out  of  the  shethe  he  twighte, 
iself  to  sleen,  how  sore  that  himsmerte, 
hat  his  soule  her  soule  folwe  mighte 
r-as  the  doomofMinos  woldeit  dighte ; 
Love  and  cruel  Fortune  it  ne  wolde 
t  in  this  world  he  lenger  liven  sholde. 

nseidehe  thus,fuliird  ofheigh  desdayn, 
Tuel  Jove,  and  thou  Fortune  adverse, 
;'  al  and  som :  that  &lsly  han  ye  slayn 
syde,  and  sin  ye  can  do  me  no  werse, 
>n  your  might  and  werkes  so  diverse ! 
5  cowardly  ye  shal  me  nevere  winne : 
r  shal  no  deth  me  fro  my  lady  twinne ! 


1167.  And^  fiy  Bui, 

1 183.  ybikt  fi  y  kemijkUk). 


Garni. 


'For  I  this  world,  sin  ye  han  slain  her 

thus, 
Wol  lete,  and  folwe  her  spirit  forth  in  hye : 
Shal  nevere  lover  seyn  that  Troilus     xaoo 
Dar  not  for  fere  with  his  lady  dye ; 
For,  certein,  I  wol  here  her  companye. 
But  sin  ye  n'il  not  suffre  us  liven  here, 
Yit  suffireth  that  our  soules  ben  i-fere  ! 

*  And  thou  cit^,  which  that  I  leve  in  wo. 
And  thou  Priam,  and  brethren  alle  i-fere. 
And  thou,  my  moder,  far-wel,  for  I  go  ! 
And  Attropos,  mak  redy  thou  my  bere  ! 
And  thou,  Criseyde,  swete  herte  dere. 
Receive  now  my  spirit  1  * — wolde  he  seye. 
With  swerd  at  herte,  al  redy  for  to  deye. 

But,  as  God  wolde,  of  swough  therwith 
she  breyde,  laza 

And  gan  to  sike,  and  'Troilus !'  she  cride. 
And  he  answ^/de,  *  Herte  myn,  Criseyde, 
Live  ye  yit  ?'  and  let  his  swerd  doun  glide. 

*  Ye,  herte  myn,  y-thanked  be  Cipride  ! ' 
Quod  she ;  and  therwithal  she  sore  sighte, 
And  he  bigan  conforte  her  as  he  mighte ; 

Took  her  in  armes  two,  and  kiste  her  ofte, 
And  her  to  glade  he  didc  al  his  entente : 
For-which  her  goost,  that  flikered  ay  on 

lofte,  X93I 

Ayein  into  her  herte  al  softe  wente. 
So  at  the  laste,  as  that  her  ye  glente 
Aside,  anon  she  gan  his  swerd  espye. 
As  it  lay  bare,  and  gan  for  fere  crye, 

And  axed  him,  why  he  it  hadde  out-drawe. 

And  Troilus  anon  the  cause  tolde, 

And  how  himself  therwith  he  wolde  han 

slawe  : 
For  which  Criseyde  upon  him  gan  biholde, 
And  gan  him  in  her  armes  faste  folde,  1330 

X199.  /brth  in  hye^  fi  y  lawe  or  {and)  kye, 

xao8.  So  P  H|  fi  y;  J  G  read  Tkvu  Attropos 
that  is  (G  arf)/ul  redy  here  (read  ?  /or  I  eo  To 
Attropos  that  is  Jul  redy  here.  Boc.  ch  10  me 
ne  vo  sotterraX 

1214.  Herte :  fiy  Lady  (Boc.  dolce  mio  di»ro). 

I3i8.  con/drte^  fi  y  to  glade  (see  I.  xaao>. 
Boc  La  conforto. 

i33a.  0  y  read  : 

Into  btr  woAil  Imte  «7ehi  it  wnte. 

XM3.  •£«.*••  A«^, 
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And  seide,  *  O  mercy,  God,  lo,  which  a 

dede  ! 
Alias  !  how  neigh  we  were  both^  dede  ! 

<  Than  if  I  n'hadde  spoke,  as  grace  was, 
Ye  wolde  han  slain  yourself  anon  ? '  quod 

she. — 
*Ye,    douteles!* — And   she    answ^rde, 

*  Alias  ! 
For  by  that  ilke  Lord  that  made  me, 
I  n'olde  a  forlong  wey  on-live  han  be 
After  your  deth,  to  han  ben  crowned  quene 
Of  al  the  lend  the  Sonne  on-shineth  shene ; 

*  But  with  this  selven  swerd,  which  that  here 

is,  X240 

My-selve  I  wolde  han  slawe  !* — Quod  she 
tho, 

*  But  ho  !  for  we  han  right  ynough  of  this. 
And  lat  us  rise  and  streight  to  bedde  go. 
And  there  lat  us  spekcn  of  .our  wo  ; 
For,  by  the  morter  which  that  I  see  brenne, 
Knowe  I  ful  wel  that  day  is  not  fer  henne.* 

WTian  they  were  in  hir  bed  in  amies  folden. 
Nought  was  it  lik  the  nightcs  her-biforn  ; 
For  pitously  ech  other  gan  biholden. 
As  they  that  hadde  hir  joyes  alle  lorn,  1350 
Seying,  *  alias,  that  evere  they  were  bom !  * 
Til  at  the  laste  this  wofiil  wight,  Criseyde, 
To  Troilus  thise  ilke  wordes  seyde : 

*  Lo,  herte  myn,  wel  wot  ye  this, 'quod  she, 

*  That,  if  a  wight  alwey  his  wo  compleyne 
And  sekelh  nought  how  holpen  for  to  be. 
It  n'is  but  foly  and  encrees  of  peyne. 
And  sin  that  here  assembled  be  we  tweyne 
To  finde  bote  of  wo  that  we  ben  inne. 

It  were  al  time  sone  to  biginne.  xa6o 

*  I  am  a  woman,  as  ful  wel  ye  wot ; 
And  as  I  am  avised  sodeinly. 

So  wol  I  telle  it  you  whil  it  is  hot. 

Me  thinketh  thus  :  that  nouther  ye  nor  I 

Oughte  half  this  wo  to  maken  skilfully  ; 

1 24 1.  .?/<TTtr,  so  G  R  ;  rest  slain. 

1251.  ^  y  read  : 

Biwailing  ay  the  day  that  they  were  born. 

1252.  woful^  so  a  ^  S  ;  y  sonvfnl. 


For  ther  is  art  y-nougfa  for  to  ledrese 
That  yit  is  mis,  and  sleen  this  heviDCBe. 

'  Soth  is,  that  wo  the  whichc  that  we  bei 

inne, 
For  aught  I  wot,  for  nothing  elles  is  nfi; 
But  for  the  cause  that  we  shuUen  twinne; 
Considered  al,  ther  n'is  no  more  amis. 
But  what  is  thanne  a  r^edie  unto  this, 
But  that  we  shape  us  sone  for  to  mete ! 
This'  al  and  som,  my  dere  herte  swete ! 

*  Now,  that  I  shal  wel  bringen  it  aboute 
To  come  ayein  sone  after  that  I  go, 
Therof  am  I  no  maner  thing  in  doote. 
For,  dredeles,  withinne  a  wowke  or  two 
I  shal  ben  here  ;  and  that  it  may  be  so, 
By  alle  right,  and  in  a  wordes  fewe,   zah 
I  shal  you  wel  an  hep  of  weyes  sfaewe 

*For- which  In'il  not  maken  longsermoun. 
For  time  y-lost  may  not  recovered  be ; 
But  I  wol  go  right  to  conclusioun. 
And  to  the  beste,  in  aught  that  I  can  see. 
And  for  the  love  of  God,  foryive  it  m* 
If  I  speke  aught  ayeins  your  hertes  restc, 
For  trewely  I  speke  it  for  the  beste ; 

*  Making  alwey  a  protestacioun. 

That  in  effect  this  thing  that  I  shal  seye  1990 
N*is  but  to  shewen  you  my  mocioun. 
To  finde  unto  our  help  the  beste  wcye. 
And  taketh  it  non  other  wise,  I  preyc ; 
For  finaly  what-so  ye  me  comaunde. 
That  wol  I  don,  for  that  is  no  demaonde. 

*  Now  herkneth  this  :  ye  han  wel  under- 

stonde 
My  going  graunted  is  by  parlement 
So  ferforth  that  it  may  not  ben  withstoode 
For  al  this  world,  as  l^  my  jugement 
And  sin  ther  helpeth  non  avisement  ijoo 
To  letten  it,  lat  it  passe  out  of  minde, 
And  lat  us  shape  a  bettre  wey  to  finde. 

X284.  right  to  concluxiouHy  fi  y  to  my  <f 

ClHSiOHH, 

X288.  sf»€ke,  J  stye;  P  meit*. 
laQow  in  efftct  this  thing,  fi  y  now  tkim  wordo 
whiche, 

1394.  /inaly^  H^fiyim  effect. 
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his  this,  that  twinning  of  us  tweyne 
disese  and  crueliche  anoye, 

bihoveth  somtime  han  a  peyne, 
(reth  Love,  if  that  hewol  havejoye. 

I  shal  no  ferther  out  of  Troye 
may  ride  ayein  on  half  a  morwe, 
e  lasse  causen  us  to  sorwe : 

shal  not  so  ben  hid  in  muwe,    1310 
y  by  day,  myn  owne  herte  dere, 
.  ye  wot  that  it  is  now  a  truwe,) 
ful  wel  al  myn  estat  y-here. 
that  trewe  is  don,  I  shall  ben  here, 
Ls  have  ye  bothe  Antenor  y-wonne 
also.    Beth  glad  now,  if  ye  conne, 

enk  right  thus  :  **  Criseyde  is  now 

igon, 

t !  she  shal  come  hastily  ayeyn ! "  * — 

hanne,  alias  !  * — *  By  God,  lo,  right 

men, 

s  ten,  that  dar  I  saufly  se3ni !     1330 

.nne  atte  erste  shal  ye  ben  so  feyn 

;  shul  evere-mo  togedere  dwelle, 

ihis  world  ne  mighte  our  joye  telle. 

hat  often,  ther-as  we  ben  now, 
-  the  beste,  our  conseil  for  to  hide, 
en  not  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow 
enight,  ne  see  you  go  ne  ride, 
ye  not  ten  dayes  thanne  abide 
1  honoiir  in  swich  an  aventure  ? 
^e  mowen  elles  lite  endure  !    2330 

)we  ek  how  that  al  my  kin  is  here, 
it-if  that  it  myn  fader  be, 
mine  othre  thinges  alle  i-fere, 
tnely,  my  dere  herte,  ye, 
that  I  n*olde  leven  for  to  see 
lis  world,  as  muche  as  it  hath  space ; 
see  ich  nevere  Jovcs  fece  ! 

trowe  ye  my  fader  in  this  wise 
th  so  to  see  me,  but  for  drede 
his  town  that  folkes  me  despise  1340 

of  him,  for  his  unhappy  dede  ? 
'ot  my  &der  what  lif  that  I  lede  ? 

[5.  Maw,  fi  ytluutifU). 

il  M«wen  (?)  all  May  (see  x^^pX 

}6.  mwchgf  Hs  hrtde;  fi  y  wttf(«X 


For  if  he  wiste  in  Troye  how  wel  I  fare, 
Us  nedeth  for  my  going  naught  to  care. 

*  Ya  sen  that  every  day  ek  more  and  more 
Men  trete  of  pees,  and  it  supposed  is 
That  men  the  quene  Eleyne  shal  restore, 
And  Grekes  us  restoren  that  is  mis ; 

So,  though  ther  n'ere  confort  non  but  this. 
That  men  purp6sen  pees  on  every  side,  1350 
Ye  may  the  bettre  at  ese  of  herte  abide. 

*  For  if  that  it  be  pecs,  myn  herte  dere, 
The  nature  of  the  pees  mot  nedes  drive 
That  men  moste  entrec(^munen  i-fere, 
And  to  and  fro  ek  ride  and  go  as  blive, 
Alday  as  thikke  as  been  flen  from  a  hive. 
And  every  wight  han  liberty  to  bleve 
Wher-as  him  list  the  bet,  withoaten  leve. 

'And  though  so  be  that  pees  ther  may  be 

non, 
Yit  hider,  though  ther  nevere  pecs  ne  were, 
Imostecome:  for whidersholde Igon,  1361 
Or  how  mischaunce  sholde  I  dwellen  there 
Among  tho  men  of  armes  evere  in  fere  ? 
For  which,  so  wisly  God  my  soule  rede, 
I  can  not  sen  wherof  ye  sholden  drede. 

*  Have  here  another  wey,  if  it  so  be 
That  al  this  thing  ne  may  you  not  suffise. 
My  fader,  as  ye  knowen  wel,  pard^, 

Is  old,  and  elde  is  fill  of  coveitise ;  1369 
And  I  right  now  have  founden  al  the  gise, 
Withouten  net  wherwith  I  shal  him  hente. 
And  herkneth  how,  if  that  ye  wol  assente  ! 

*  Lo,  TroOus,  men  seith  that  hard  it  is, 
The  wolf  ful  and  the  wether  hool  to  have ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  that  men  fill  ofte,  y-wis, 
Mot  spenden  part  the  remenaunt  for  to  save. 
For  ay  with  gold  men  may  the  herte  grave 
Of  him  that  set  is  upon  coveitise. 

And  how  I  mene,  I  shal  it  you  devise. 

*  The  moeble  which  that  I  have  in  this 

toun  X380 

Unto  my  fader  shal  I  take,  and  seye, 
That  right  for  trust  and  for  savacioun 
It  sent  is  from  a  frend  of  his  or  tweye. 
The  whiche  frendcs  fervently  him  preye 
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To  scnden  after  more,  and  that  in  hye, 
\Vhil-that  this  town  stant  thus  in  jupartye ; 

'  And  that  shal  ben  a  huge  quantity,*— 
Thus  shal  I  seyn; — but  lest  it  folk  espi'de, 
This  may  be  sent  by  no  wight  but  by  me. 
I  shal  ek  she  wen  him,  if  pees  bitide   1390 
What  frendes  that  I  have  on  every  side 
Toward  the  court,  to  don  the  wrathe  pace 
Of  Priamus,  and  don  him  stonde  in  grace. 

*  So,  what  for  00  thing  and  for  other,  swete, 
I  shal  him  so  enchaunten  with  my  sawes, 
That  right  in  hevene  his  soule  shal  he 

mete  ! 
For  al  Appollo,  or  his  clerkes  lawes 
Or  calculinge  availeth  not  three  hawes  ! 
Desir  of  gold  shal  so  his  soule  blende,  1399 
That,  as  me  list,  I  shal  wel  make  an  ende ! 

*  And  if  he  wolde  aught  by  his  sort  it  prevc 
If  that  I  lye,  in  certein  I  shal  fonde 
Distorben  him  and  plukke  himby  thcsleve 
Making  his  sort,  or  beren  him  on  honde 
He  hath  not  wel  the  Goddes  understonde  : 
For  Goddes  speke  in  amphibologycs, 
And  for  a  soth  they  tellen  twenty  lyes  ! 

*  Ek  drede  fond  first  Goddes,  I  suppose, — 
Thusshal  I  seyn, — andek  hiscoward  herte 
Made  him  amis  the  Goddes  text  to  glose 
Whan  he  for-fered  out  of  Delphos  sterte. 
And,  but  I  make  him  sone  to  converte, 
And  don  my  red  withinne  a  day  or  tweye, 
I  wol  to  you  oblige  me  to  dcyc  !  * 

And  treweliche  as  writen  wel  I  finde. 
That  al  this  thing  was  seid  of  good  entente. 
And  that  her  herte  trewe  was  and  kinde 
Towdrdeshim,  andspak  right  as  shemente, 
And  that  she  starf  for  wo  neigh,  whan  she 
wentc,  1419 

And  was  in  purjxjs  cvere  to  ben  trewe : 
Thus  writen  they  that  of  her  werkes  knewe. 

This  Troilus  with  herte  and  eres  spradde 
PIcrde  al  this  thing  devisen  to  and  fro ; 


1396.  soule^  H4  S  D  Hi  CI.  soule  is, 
1409.  ek^  P^L ^  Y  if^t. 
1415.  or,  J  D  is. 


And  verrayliche  him  semed  thatbehMlde 
The  selve  wit ;  but  yit  to  lete  her  go 
His  herte  mis-foryaf  him  ever^-mo. 
But  finaly  he  gan  his  herte  wicste 
To  tristen  her,  and  took  it  for  the  bcste. 

For  which  the  grete  fiirie  of  his  penanncf 
Was  queynt  with  hope ;  and  therwith  ben 
bitwene  1430 

Bigan  for  joye  th'amorouse  damice. 
Andasthebriddes,  whanthesonne  isshene, 
Deliten  in  hir  song  in  lev&  grene. 
Right  so  the  worded  that  they  spake  i-lieie 
Delited  hem,  and  made  hir  bertes  derc 

But  natheles  the  wending  of  Criseyde, 
For  al  this  world,  ne  may  out  of  his  minde: 
For-which   fill   ofte  he    pitousliche  ber 

prey*de 
That  of  her  herte  he  mighte  her  iiewc 

finde, 
And  seyde  her, — *  Certes,  if  ye  ben  im- 

kinde,  1440 

And  but  ye  come  at  day  set  into  Troyt,  -f 
Ne  shal  I  nevere  have  hele,  honour,  ne 

joye. 

'  For  al-so  soth  as  sonne  uprist  a-monre, 
And    God  !    so   wisly   thou    me,   wofol 

wrecche, 
To  reste  bringe  out  of  this  cruel  sorwc, 
I  wil  myselven  slee  if  that  ye  dreccbe ! 
But  of  my  deth  though  litel  be  to  recdie, 
Yit,  or  that  ye  me  causen  so  to  smerte, 
Dwel  rather  here,  myn  owne  dere  herte ! 

*  For  trewely,  myn  owne  lady  dere,   i4S9 
Tho  sleightes  yit  that  I  you  here  sterc  , 
Ful  shaply  ben  to  failen  alle  i-fere ; 
And  thus  men  seith,  that  <*  oon  thenketh 

the  here, 
But  al  another  thenketh  his  led^  ! " 
Your  sire  is  wis :  and  seid  is,  out  of  drede, 
**  Men  may  the  n-ise  at-renne,  and  not 

at-rede ! " 

'  It  is  fill  hard  to  halten  unespyed 
Bifore  a  crepil,  for  he  can  the  craft  : 
Your  fader  is  in  sleighte  as  Argus  yed.  14S9 

1449.  dere^  y  swefe. 
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hat  his  moeble  is  him  biraA, 
Mghte  is  yit  so  with  him  laft, 
blende  him  for  your  womman- 

:% 
-f 

ight :  and  that  is  al  my  dredc. 

ses  shal  evere-mo  bitide  ; 
r  no,  for  emest  ne  for  game, 
>Icas  on  the  Grekes  side 
ben  and  lost  so  foule  his  name, 
►   more  come  here  ayein  for 
ne  : 

hat  wey,  for  aught  I  can  espye, 
Dn,  n'is  but  a  fantasye.       1470 

ic  sen,  your  fader  shal  you  glose 
if,  and  as  he  can  wel  preche, 
I  Grek  so  preyse  and  wel  alose, 
en  he  shal  you  with  his  speche, 
Ion  by  force  as  he  shal  teche  ; 
i,  of  whom  he  n*il  have  routhe, 
.'s  so  sterven  in  his  trouthe  I 

il  this,  your  fader  shal  despise 
I  seyn  this  cit^  n'is  but  lorn, 
i  sege  nevere  shal  arise,  1480 
i  Grekes  han  it  alle  sworn 
ayn  and  doun  our  walles  torn ; 
shal  you  with  his  wordes  fere, 
ie  I  that  ye  wol  bleven  there. 

sen  so  many  a  lusty  knight 
Grekes,  fill  of  worthinesse, 
lem  with  herte,  wit,  and  might 
ou  don  al  his  bisinesse, 
1  dullen  of  the  rudenesse 
i'rojdnes,  but* if  routhe       1490 
»u,  or  vertu  of  your  trouthe. 

3  me  so  grevous  is  to  thinke 
'  brest  it  wol  the  soule  rende ; 
s,  in  me  ther  can  not  sinke 
lioun,  if  that  ye  wende ; 
ir  fadres  sleighte  wol  us  shende : 
)n,  as  I  have  told  you  yore, 
k'am  but  ded,  withoute  more  I 


<us  (?X  all  Trojam  (read  !  A*  ^us 
ytny. 


*  For -which,   with  humble,    trewe  and 

pitous  herte,  1499 

A  thousand  times  mercy  I  you  preye : 
So  reweth  on  mine  aspre  peynes  smerte, 
And  doth  somwhat  as  that  I  shal  you  seye, 
And  lat  us  stele  awey  bitwixe  us  tweye ; 
And  thenk  that  foly  is,  whan  man  may 

chese. 
For  accident  his  substaunce  ay  to  lese. 

*  I  mene  thus  :  that  sin  we  mowe  or  day 
Wel  stele  awey  and  ben  togedre  so, 
What  wit  were  it  to  putten  in  assay, 

In  cas  ye  sholden  to  your  fiider  go. 
If  that  ye  mighten  come  ayein  or  no  ?  1510 
Thus  mene  I,  that  it  were  a  gret  fol^e 
To  putte  that  sikemesse  in  jupartye. 

*  And,  vulgarly  to  speken  of  substaunce 
Of  tresour,  may  we  bothe  with  us  lede 
Y-nough  to  live  in  honour  and  ples^unce, 
Til  into  time  that  we  shal  be  dede ; 
And  thus  we  may  eschewen  al  this  drede : 
For  everich  other  wey  ye  can  recorde, 
Myn  herte,  y-wis,  may  ther  with  not  acorde. 

*  And  hardily  ne  dredeth  no  pov^^,   1520 
For  I  have  kin  and  frendes  elleswhere 
That,  though  we  comen  in  our  bare  sherte, 
Us  sholde  neither  lakken  gold  ne  gere. 
But  ben  honoured  whil  we  dwelten  there : 
And  go  w*  anon  :  for,  as  in  myn  entente, 
This  is  the  beste,  if  that  ye  wol  assente.' — 

Criseyde  him,  with  a  sik,  right  in  this  wise 
Answ6rde,  *  Y-wis,  my  derc  herte  trewe. 
We  may  wel  stele  awey,  asye  devise,  1339 
Or  finden  swiche  unthrifty  weyes  newe  ; 
But  afterward  fill  sore  it  wol  us  rewe. 
And,  help  me  God  so  at  my  moste  nede, 
As  causeles  ye  suften  al  this  drede  ! 

*  For  th'ilke  day  that  I  for  cherisshinge, 
Or  dredc  of  £suler,  or  for  other  wight. 
Or  for  estat,  delit,  or  for  weddinge 

Be  fals  to  you,  my  Troilus,  my  knight, 
Satumes  doughter,  Juno,    thorugh  her 
might. 


Z597.  kim^  Hsyomit. 
1530.  Or,  y  antU 
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As  wood  as  Athamante  do  me  dwelle 
Eternaliche  in  Stix,  the  put  of  helle  !  1540 

*  And  this  on  every  God  celestial 

I  swere  it  you,  and  ek  on  ech  Godd^sse, 
On  ever)-  Nyrnphe  and  Deit^  infernal. 
On  Satiry  and  Fauny  more  and  lesse, 
That  halve  Goddes  ben  of  wildemesse  ; 
And  Attropos  my  thred  of  lif  to-breste 
If  I  be  fals  !     Now  trowe  me  if  you  leste  I 

*  And  thou,  Sinioys,  that  as  an  arwe  clere 
Thorugh  Troye  ay  rennest  downward  to 

the  see,  1549 

Ber  witnesse  of  this  word  that  seid  is  here, 
That  th*ilkc  day  that  ich  untrewe  be 
To  Troilus,  myn  owne  herte  free. 
That  thou  retorne  backward  to  thy  welle, 
And  I  with  IxKly  and  soule  sinke  in  helle ! 

*  But  that  ye  speke,  awcy  thus  for  to  go 
And  leten  alle  your  frendcs,  God  forbede 
For  any  womman  that  ye  sholde  so  ! 
And  namely,  sin  Troye  hath  now  swich 

node 
Of  help.    And  ek  of  00  thing  taketh  hede : 
If  this  were  wist,  my  lif  laye  in  balaunce, 
And   your  hon6ur :    God  shilde  us  fro 

niischaunce !  1561 

*  And  if  so  be,  herafter  pees  l)e  take, — 
As  alday  happeth,  after  anger,  game, — 
Why,  Ix)rd,  the  sorwe  and  wo  ye  wolden 

make. 
That  ye  ne  dorstc  come  ayein  for  shame ! 
And,  or  that  ye  juparten  so  your  name, 
Beth  not  loo  hastif  in  this  bote  fare : 
For  hastif  man  ne  wanteth  nevere  care  ! 

*  What  trowcn  ye  the  i^eple  ek  al  aboute 
Wolde  of  it  seye  ?  It  is  fill  light  t'arede ! 
They  wolden  seyn,  and  swere  it  out  of 

doute,  1571 

That   love  nc  drof  you    not  to  do  this 

dede, 
But  lust  voluptuous  and  coward  drede : 

1549.  ay  rennfsi,  so  J  TI3  A  D  ;  remnest  P  G 
R  Cx. ;  Ho  H4  S  Cp.  Hi  CI.  Sj  nnfust  ay. 

1562.  ht'ra/ier  pets  be  take^  so  P ;  rest  thai 
ptei  htr^ter  take. 


Thus  were  al  lost,  y-wis,  myn  herte  dcre, 
Your  honour,  which  that  shineth  now  so 
clere. 

'  And  also  thenketh  on  myn  honest^ 
That  floureth  yit :  how  foule  I  sholde  it 

shende. 
And  with  what  filthe  it  spotted  sholde  be, 
If  in  this  forme  I  sholde  with  you  wende. 
Ne  though  I  livede  unto  the  worldcsemde, 
My  name  sholde  I  nevereayeinward  winne: 
Thus  were  I  lost,  and  that  were  routbe 

and  sinne. 

*■  And  for-thy  slee  with  reson  al  this  hete! 
Men  seyn    'Mhe   suffrant    overooiBMi," 

pard6; 
£k,  <<  who-so  wol  han  lief,  he  lief  mot  lete.^ 
Thus  maketh  vertu  of  necessite  ! 
Be  pacient,  and  thenk  that  lord  is  he 
Of  Fortune  ay,  that  naught  wol  of  bo 

recche, 
And  she  ne  daunteth   no   wight  bat  a 

wrecche !  isft» 

*  And  trusteththis :  that  certtrs,  herteswetc. 
Or  Phebus'  suster,  Ludna  the  sheoe, 
The  Lioun  passe  out  of  this  Ariete, 

I  wil  ben  here,  withouten  any  wene. 
I  mene,  as  help  me  Juno,  hevenes  queue, 
The  tenthe  day,  but-if  that  deth  m'assaile, 
I  wil  you  sen,  withouten  any  faile.' — 

*  And  now,  so  this  be  soth,*  quod  Troilns. 
I  shal  wel  suffre  unto  the  tenthe  day, 
Sin  that  I  see  that  nede  it  mot  be  thus. 
But  for  the  love  of  God,  if  it  be  may,  rfoo 
So  lat  us  stelen  priveliche  away  ! 

For  evere  in  oon,  as  for  to  live  in  restc, 
Myn  herte  seith  that  it  wol  be  the  bcste.'— 

*  O  mercy,  God,  what  lif  is  this ! '  quod  she. 
'  Alias,  ye  slee  me  thus  for  venay  tene ! 
I  see  wel  now  that  ye  mistrusten  me. 
For  by  your  wordes  it  is  wel  y-sene ! 
Now,  for  the  love  of  Cynthea  the  shene, 


1575.  shineth  now,  so  P  H« ;  rest  «m»  shinetk. 
X587.  Be  pacient,  so  P  G  Hs  R  ;  J  and  ocbefs 
By  patience. 
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Mistrust  me  not  thus  causeles,  for  routhe, 

Sin  to  be  trewe  I  have  you  plight  my 

t  routhe !  16x0 

'  And  thenketh  wel,  that  somtime  it  is  wit 
To  spende  a  time,  a  time  for  to  winne. 
Ne,  pard^,  lorn  am  I  not  fro  you  yit, 
Though  that  we  ben  a  day  or  two  a-twinne. 
Drif  out  the  fantasyes  you  withinne, 
And  trusteth  me,  and  levethek  your  sorwe, 
Or,  her  my  trouthe,  I  wil  not  live  til  morwe ! 

*  For  if  ye  wiste  how  sore  it  dothmesmerte, 
Ye  wolde  cesse  of  this :  for  God,  thou  wost 
The  pure  spirit  wcpeth  in  myn  herte    x6ao 
To  sen  you  wepen  that  I  love  most, 
And  that  I  mot  gon  to  the  Grekes  ost ! 
Ye,  n*ere  it  that  I  wiste  remedye 

To  come  ayein,  right  here  I  wolde  dye  ! 

'  But,  certes,  I  am  not  so  nice  a  wight 
That  I  ne  can  imaginen  a  wey 
To  com  ayein  that  day  that  I  have  hight. 
For  who  may  holde  a  thing  that  wol  awey? 
My  fader  nought,  for  al  his  queynte  pley  1 
And  by  my  thrift,  my  wending  out  of 
Troyc  X630 

Another  day  shal  tome  us  al  to  joye  1 

•  For-thy  with  al  myn  herte  I  you  biseke. 
If  that  you  list  don  aught  for  my  prey^re 
And  for  that  love  which  that  I  love  you  eke, 
That,  or  that  I  departe  fro  you  here, 
That  of  so  good  a  confort  and  a  chere 

I  may  you  sen,  that  ye  may  bringe  at  reste 
Myn  herte  which  that  is  o-point  to  breste. 

'  And  over  al  this  I  preye  you, '  quod  she  tho, 
<  Myn  owne  hertes  soth£^t  suffisaunce,  X640 
Sin  I  am  thyn  al  hool,  withouten  mo. 
That  whil  that  I  am  absent,  no  plesaunce 
Of  other  do  me  fro  your  r^nembraunce ; 
For  I  am  evere  a-gast,  fbr-why  men  rede 
That  "love  is  thing  ayful  of  bisydrede." 

'  For  in  this  world  ther  liveth  lady  non, 
If  that  ye  were  tmtrewe  (as  God  defende!), 
That  so  bitraysed  were  or  wo-bigon 
As  I,  that  alle  trouthe  in  yon  entende.       I 


And  douteles,  if-that  I  other  wen'de,  X650 
I  n'ere  but  ded.     And,  or  ye  cause  finde, 
For  Goddes  love,   so  beth  me  not  un- 
kinde  !  '— 

To  this  answ^rde  Troilus,  and  seyde, 

*  Now  God,  to  whom  ther  n'is  no  thought 

y-wrye. 
Me  glade,  as  wis  I  nevere  unto  Criseyde, 
Sin  th'ilke  day  I  saw  her  first  with  ye. 
Was  fals,  ne  nevere  shal  til  that  I  dye  ! 
At  shorte  wordes,  wel  ye  may  me  leve  : 
I   can  no  more,   it   shal   be   founde   at 

preve  !  * —  X659 

*  Gramercy,  goode  myn,  y-wis ! '  quod  she, 

*  And  blisflil  Venus,  lat  me  nevere  sterve 
Or  I  may  stonde  of  plesaunce  in  degree 
To  quite  him  wel,  that  so  wel  can  deserve  I 
And  whil  that  God  my  wit  wil  me  con- 
serve, 

I  shal  so  don,  so  trewe  I  have  you  foimde. 
That  ay  honoiir  to  me- ward  shal  rebounde! 

*  For  trusteth  wel,  that  your  estat  reil, 
Ne  veyn  delit,  nor  only  worthinesse 

Of  you  in  werre  or  tomey  marcial,  1669 
Ne  pompe,  array,  nobl^e,  or  ek  richesse 
Ne  made  me  to  rewe  on  your  distresse, 
But  moral  vertu,  grounded  upon  trouthe  : 
That  was  the  cause  I  first  had  on  you 
routhe  ! 

'Ek  gentil  herte  and  manhod  that  yehadde, 
And  that  ye  hadde,  as  me  thoughte,  in 

despit 
Every  thing  that  soimed  into  badde, 
As  rudenesse  and  poeplissh  appetit. 
And  that  your  reson  bridleth  you  delit : 
This  made,  aboven  every  creature 
That  I  was  youre,  and  shal  whil  I  may 

dure.  x68o 

<  And  this  may  lengthe  of  yeres  not  fordo, 
Ne  r^muable  Fortune  it  deface. 
But  Jupiter,  that  of  his  might  may  do 
The  sorwful  to  be  glad,  so  yive  us  grace. 
Or  nightes  ten,  to  meten  in  this  place. 


x6s4.  thought^  fi  y  came, 
zwa.  x/,  to  S ;  rest  oxii. 
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So  that    it    may  your  herte    and   rtxfn 

suffise ! 
And  far   now  wel,   for  time  is  that  ye 

rise  ! ' — 

But    after  -  that    they   longe   y  -  pleyned 

hadde, 
And  ofte  kist,  and  streite  in  armes  folde. 
The    day    gan    rise,    and    Troilus    him 

cladde,  1690 

And  rewfully  his  lady  gan  biholde 
As  he  that  felte  dethes  cares  colde, 

1688.  But,  Sy  And. 


And  to  her  grace  he  gm  him  reoonuumdc 
Whe'r  him  was  wo,  this  holde  I  no  d^ 
maunde ! 

For  mannes  hed  imaginen  ne  can, 
N'entendement  considere,  or  tong^  telk 
The  cruel  peynes  of  this  woliil  man. 
That  passen-  every  torment  down  in  belle. 
For  whan  he  saw  thatshenemightedwdle, 
Which  that  his  soule  out  of  his  herte  rente, 
Withoute  more  out  of  the  chaumbre  he 
wcnte.  1701 

1696.  0r,soJHsl  P ^ Y nr. 

1697.  wq^lf  y  t^rnffkL 
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Aprochen  gan  the  fatal  destin^ 

That  Joves  hath  in  disposicioun, 

And  to  you,  angry  Parcas,  sustren  three, 

Committcth  to  don  execucioun  : 

For  which  Criscyde  moste  out  of  the  toun, 

And  Troilus  shal  dwellen  forth  in  pine 

Til  Lacliesis  his  thred  no  lenger  twine. 

The  gold-ytressed  Phebus  heighe  on-lofte 
Thryes  hadde  alle,  with  his  hemes  shene. 
The  snowcs  molte,  and  Zephirus  as  ofte  xo 
Y-brought  ayein  the  tendre  leves  grene, 
Sin  that  the  sone  of  Ecuba  the  quene 
Bigan  to  love  her  first  for  whom  his  sorwe 
Was  al,  that  she  departe  sholde  a-morwe. 

Ful  redy  was  at  prime  Diomede, 
Criseyde  unto  the  Grekes  ost  to  lede, 
For  sorwe  of  which  she  felte  her  herte  blede, 
As  she  that  ii'iste  what  was  best  to  rede. 
And  trewely,  as  men  in  bokes  rede,  19 
Men  wiste  nevere  womman  han  the  care, 
Ne  was  so  loth  out  of  a  town  to  fare. 

This  Troilus,  wiihouten  reed  or  lore, 
As  man  that  hath  his  joyes  ek  forlore, 
Was  wayting  on  his  lady  evere  more 

3.  Parcasy  Fates. 

7.  Lachcsis,  one  of  the  Fates. 

8.  gold-ytressed  (y^  vAX  goUUytresstd, 

9.  Skene,  so  Hj  H4  R  S ;  J  P  clene;  Cx.  H»  y 
cltre. 


As  she  that  was  the  soth£fist  crop  and  moie 
Of  al  his  lust  or  joyes  her-bifore. 
But  Troilus  !  now  fiu--wel  al  thy  joyc, 
For  shaltow  nevere  sen  her  eft  in  Troyc ! 

Soth  is,  that  whil  he  bood  in  this  man^ 
He  gan  his  wo  ful  manly  for  to  hide,   30 
That  wel  unnethe  it  sene  was  in  his  chere ; 
But  at  the  yate  ther  she  sholde  oot-ride. 
With  certein  folk  he  hoved  her  t'abide, 
So  wo-bigon,  al  wolde  he  naught  him 

pleyne. 
That  on  his  hors  unnethe  he  sat  for  pepe> 

For  ire  he  quok,  so  gan  his  herte  gniwe, 
Whan  Diomede  on  horse  gan  him  drcsse. 
And  seide  unto  himself  this  ilke  sawe, 

*  Alias ! '  quod  he,  *  thus  foul  a  wreoted- 

nesse. 
Why  suflfre  ich  it  ?    Why  n'il  ich  h  re- 

dresse?  40 

Were  it  not  bet  at  ones  for  to  dye 
Than  evere  more  in  langonr  thus  to  diye? 

*  Why  n*il  I  make  at  ones  riche  and  poit 
To  have  y-nough  to  do  or-that  she  go? 
Why  n*il  I  bringe  al  Troye  upon  a  rore? 
Why  n'il  I  sleen  this  Diomede  also  ? 
Why  n'il  I  rather  with  a  roan  or  two 
Stele  her  awey  ?    Why  wol  I  this  endure? 
WTiy  n'il  I  helpen  to  myn  owne  cure?' 
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But  why  he  n'olde  don  so  fel  a  dede,  50 
That  shal  I  seyn,  and  why  him  liste  it  spare : 
He  hadde  in  herte  alweyes  a  maner  drede 
Lest  that  Criseyde,  in  rumour  of  this  fare, 
Sholde  han  ben  slayn :   lo,  this  was  al 

his  care. 
And  elles,  certein,  as  I  seide  yore, 
He  hadde  it  don,  withouten  wordes  more. 

Criseyde,  whan  she  redy  was  to  ride, 
Fulsorwfiillyshesighte,  and  seide,  'Alias ! ' 
But  forth  she  mot,  for  aught  that  may  bitide : 
Ther  n'is  non  other  r^medie  in  this  cas ; 
And  forth  she  rit  fill  sorwfiilliche  a  pas.  61 
What  wonder  is  though  that  her  sore  smerte, 
Whan  she  forgo'th  her  owne  dere  herte  ? 

This  Troilus,  in  wise  of  curteisye. 
With  hauke  on  honde,  and  with  a  huge 

route 
Of  knightes,  rod  and  dide  her  companye, 
Passing  al  the  valfye  fer  withoute  ; 
And  ferther  wolde  han  riden,  out  of  doutc, 
Ful  fiiyn ;  and  wo  was  him  to  gon  so  sone : 
But  tome  he  moste,  and  it  was  ek  to  done. 

And  right  with  that  was  Antenor  y-come  7 1 
Out  of  the  Grekes  ost ;  and  every  wight 
Was  of  it  glad,  and  seide  he  was  welcome. 
And  Troilus,  al  n'ere  his  herte  light, 
He  peyned  him  with  al  his  fulle  might 
Him  to  with-holde  of  weping  at  the  leste  ; 
And  Antenor  he  kiste,  and  made  feste. 

And  therwithal  he  moste  his  leve  take, 
And  caste  his  ye  upon  her  pitously,       79 
And  neer  he  rod,  his  cause  for  to  make. 
To  take  her  by  the  bond  al  sobrely  ; 
And,  Lord,  so  she  gan  wepen  tendrely  ! 
And  he  fill  softe  and  sleighly  gan  her  seye, 
'  Now  hold  your  day,  and  do  me  not  to  deye ! ' 

With  that  his  courser  torned  he  aboute 
With  fiu:e  pale,  and  unto  Diomede 
No  word  he  spak,  ne  non  of  al  his  route  ; 
Of  which  the  sone  of  Tydeus  took  hede, 

6ok  61.  So  a  /i  S ;  Hs  y  transpose  11.  60,  61. 
6>  dert^  y  smtU.   (Sob  iv.  1449.) 
67.  tfolfye:  R  waliyt  (read  ?  Tfu  waiU*  alU). 
vauye  is  a  mmranslatioii  of  Boc.  vailo^ '  rampart. ' 
88.  iMve^7>ii^4n»,  IHomede. 


As  he  that  coude  more  than  the  crede  89 
In  swich  a  crafl,  and  by  the  re3me  her  hente ; 
And  Troilus  to  Troye  homwirde  he  wente. 

This  Diomede  that  led  her  by  the  bridel, 
Whan  that  he  saw  the  folk  of  Troye  aweye, 
Thoughte,  'Al  my  labour  shal  not  ben 

on  ydel 
If  that  I  may,  for  somwhat  shal  I  seye ; 
For  at  theworsteitmayyit  shorte  our  weye. 
I  have  herd  seyd  ek,  times  twyes  twelve, 
**  He  is  a  fool  that  wol  foryete  himselve." ' 

But  natheles  thtis  thoughte  he  wel  y-nough. 
That '  certeinliche  I  am  aboute  nought  100 
If  that  I  speke  of  love,  or  make  it  tough  ; 
For  douteles,  if  she  have  in  her  thought 
Him  that  I  gesse,he  maynotbeny-brought 
So  sone  awey  ;  but  I  shal  finde  a  menc. 
That  she  not  wite  as  yit  shal,  what  I  mene.' 

This  Diomede,  as  he  that  coude  his  good. 
Whan  time  was,  gan  fallen  forth  in  speche 
Of  this  and  that,  and  axed  why  she  stood 
In  swich  disese,  and  gan  her  ek  biseche  109 
That  if  that  he  encresse  mighte  or  eche 
With  any  thing  her  ese,  that  she  sholde 
Comaunde  it  him,  and  seide  he  don  it  woIdc. 

For  treweliche  he  swor  her,  as  a  knight, 
That  ther  n*as  thing  with  which  he  mighte 

her  plese 
That  he  n'il  don  his  herte  and  al  his  might 
To  don  it,  for  to  don  her  herte  an  ese  ; 
And  preyed  her,  she  wolde  her  sorwe 

apese. 
And  seide,  *  Y-wis,  we  Grekes  can  have 

joye 
T*honouren  you,  as  wel  as  folk  of  Troye.* 

He  seide  ek  thus,  *  I  wot  you  thinketh 
straunge, —  120 

No  wonder  is,  for  it  is  to  you  newc, — 

Th'aqueyntaunce  of  thise  Trojans  for  to 
chaunge 

For  folk  of  Grece,  that  ye  neverc  knewc. 

107.  Whan  time  W€U,  y  Whan  this  was  don, 

X 15.  n'il,  H4  R  S  y  «  oide. 

12a.  Trojans;  YijtVL^'D  Trvjants. 

in.  /or  t0,  so  G  Cx. ;  J  and  others  to. 
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But  wolde  nevere  God  but-if  as  trewe 
A  Grek  ye  sholde  amonge  us  alle  finde 
As  any  Trojan  is,  and  ek  as  kinde. 

<  And  by  the  cause  I  swor  you  right  lo  now 
To  be  your  frend,  and  helply  to  my  might, 
And  for-that  more  acque3mtaunce  ek  of 
yow  X29 

Haveich  had  than  another  straunger  wight, 
So  fro  this  forth,  I  preye  you,  day  and  night, 
Comaundeth  me,  how  sore  that  me  smerte. 
To  don  al  that  may  like  unto  your  herte  ; 

'  And  that  ye  me  wolde  as  your  brother 

trete, 
And  taketh  not  my  frendship  in  despit ; 
And,  though  your  sorwes  ben  for  thinges 

grete, 
N*ot  I  not  why,  but  out  of  more  respit 
Myn  herte  hath  for  t'amende  it  gret  delit ; 
And  if  I  may  your  harmes  not  redresse, 
I  am  right  sory  for  your  hevinesse.       140 

*  For  though  ye  Trojans  with  us  Grekes 

wrothe 
Han  many  a  day  ben,  alwey  yit,  jDard^, 

00  God  of  love  in  soth  we  serven  bothe. 
And,  for  the  love  of  God,  my  lady  free. 
Whom  so  ye  hate,  as  beth  not  wroth  with  me ; 
For  trewely  ther  can  no  wight  you  serve. 
That  half  so  loth  your  wraththe  wolde 

deserve. 

*  And  n'ereit  that  we  ben  so  neigh  thetente 
Of  Calcas,  which  that  sen  us  bothe  may, 

1  wolde  of  this  you  telle  al  mynentente;  150 
But  this'  enselcd  til  another  day. 

Yif  me  your  bond  :  I  am,  and  shal  be  ay, 
God  help  me  so,  whil  that  my  lif  may  dure, 
Your  owne,  aboven  every  cr^ture  ! 

*  Thus  scide  I  nevere  or  now  to  womman 

bom  ; 
For,  God  myn  herte  as  wisly  glade  so, 
I  lovede  nevere  womman  her-bifom 
As  paramours,  ne  nevere  shal  no  mo  : 
And  for  the  love  of  God  beth  not  my  fo, 
Al  can  I  not  to  you,  my  lady  dere,      x6o 
Compleyne  aright,  for  I  am  yit  to  lere.      | 


*  And  wondreth  not,  myn  owne^lady  bright, 
Though  that  I  speke  of  love  to  yon  tfaas 

blive ; 
For  I  have  herd  or  this  of  mony  a  wif^t. 
Hath  loved  thing  he  nevere  say  his  live : 
Nor  I  am  not  of  power  for  to  strive 
Ayeins  the  God  of  Love,  but  him  obeye 
I  wol  alwfy ;  and  mercy  I  you  preye. 

*  Ther  ben  so  worthy  knightes  in  this  plioe, 
And  ye  so  &ir,  that  everich  of  them  a]k  170 
Wol  peynen  him  to  stonden  in  yoor  grace ; 
But  mighte  me  so  fiur  a  grace  fiUle, 
That  ye  me  for  your  servant  wolde  cdk^ 
So  lowly  ne  so  trewely  you  serve 

N'il  non  of  hem,  as  I  shal,  til  I  sterve.'^ 

Criseyde  unto  that  purpos  lite  answefde, 
As  she  that  was  with  sorwe  opprened  ao^ 
That  in  effect  she  nought  his  Udes  herde 
But  here  and  there,  now  here  a  word  or  two. 
Herthoughtehersorwful  hertebrasta-t«o; 
For  whan  she  gan  her  ^er  fer  espye,  zli 
Wei  neigh  down  off  her  horsshegan  tosyc 

But  natheles  she  thanked  Diomede 
Of  al  his  travaile  and  his  goode  chere. 
And  that  him  liste  his  frendship  her  to 

bede; 
And  she  accepteth  it  in  good  man^ 
And  wol  do  fayn  that  is  him  lief  and  dere ; 
And  trusten  him  she  wolde,  and  wel  she 

mighte, 
As  seide  she.     And  from  her  hors  sh' 

alighte.  189 

Her  fader  hath  her  in  his  armes  nome, 
And  twenty  time  he  kiste  his  doughter 

swete, 
And  seide,  *  O  dere  doughter  myn,  wel- 
come ! ' 
She  seide  ek,  she  was  fayn  with  him  to  mete, 
And  stood  forth  muwet,  milde,  and  man* 

suete. — 
But  here  I  leve  her  with  her  fader  dwelle, 
And  forth  I  wol  of  Troilus  you  telle. 

To  Troye  is  come  this  wofiil  Troilus 
In  sorwe  aboven  alle  sorwes  smerte, 

166.  Nor,  J  H4  H3 ;  S  y  Rk;  rest  Ft^  Xe, 
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elon  look,  and  face  dispitous.  199 
deinly  down  from  his  hors  he  sterte, 
orugh  his  paleis  with  a  swollen  herte 
umbre  wente  :  of  no  wight  took  he 
hede, 
I  to  him  dar  speke  a  word  for  drede. 

ere  his  sorwes  that  he  spared  hadde 
an  issue  large,  and  Deth  he  cri*de  ; 
his  throwes  frenetik  and  madde 
seth  Jove,  AppoUo,  and  ek  Cupide, 
-seth  Ceres,  Bacus,  and  Cipride, 
rthe,  himself,  his  fate,  and  ek  nature, 
ave  his  lady,  every  cr&ture.       210 

de  he  go'th,  and  walweth  there  and 

torneth 

?,  as  doth  he,  Ixion,  in  helle ; 
this  wise  he  neigh  til  day  sojometh. 
-y  bigan  his  herte  a  lite  unswelle 
jh  teres,  whiche  that  gonnen  up  to 

welle ; 

tously  he  cri'de  upon  Criseyde, 
himself  right  thus  he  spak  and  seyde : 

e  is  myn  owne  lady,  lief  and  dere  ? 
is  her  white  brest  ?  Where  is  it, 
where  ?  319 

ben  her  armes  and  her  yen  clere, 

sstemight  this  time  with  me  were  ? 

lay  I  wepe  allone  many  a  tere, 

3Lspe  aboute  I  may ;  but  in  this  place, 
a  pilwe,  I  finde  naught  t*enbrace. 

shal  I  don  ?     Whan  shal  she  come 

ayeyn  ? 

alias  !     Why  let  ich  her  to  go  ? 
rie  God,  ich  Imdde  as  tho  ben  slayn  ! 
'i  myn,  Criseyde  !     O  swetc  fo  ! 

myn,  that  I  love  and  no  mo,  229 
)m  for  evere  mo  myn  herte  I  dowe  ! 
w  I  deye,  ye  n'il  me  not  rescowe  ! 

eeth  you  now,  my  righte  lode-sterre  ? 
:  right  noworstant  in  your  presence? 


ftUwetk,  so  G    H4  Cx. ;    J  whieleth ; 

^yUtk, 

xion.    See  /Eneid^  vi.  601. 

rai^,  H4  A  grope. 

avtng^  so  R  ;  rest  Smre. 


Who  can  conf<Srten  now  your  hertes  werre  ? 
Now  I  am  gon,  whom  yeve  ye  audience  ? 
Who  spek'th  for  me  right  now  in  myn 

absence  ? 
Alias,  no  wight :  and  that  is  al  my  care  ; 
For  wel  I  wot,  as  y  vele  as  I  ye  fiure  ! 

*•  I  low  sholde  I  thus  ten  dayes  ful  endure,  239 
Whan  I  the  firste  night  have  al  this  tene  ? 
How  shal  she  don  ek,  sorwfiil  cr^ture  ? 
For  tendrenesse  how  shal  she  ek  sustene 
S  wich  wo  for  me  ?  O  pitous,  pale,  and  grene 
Shal  ben  your  fresshe,  wommanliche  face 
For  longing,  or  ye  tome  into  thb  place  !  * 

And  whan  he  fil  in  any  slomberingea^ 
Anon  biginne  he  sholde  for  to  grone, 
And  dremen  of  the  dredfulleste  thinges 
That  mighte  ben  :  as,  mete  he  were  allone 
In  place  horrible  making  ay  his  mone,  350 
Or  meten  that  he  was  amonges  alle 
His  enemies  and  in  hir  hondes  falle. 

And  therwithal  his  body  sholde  sterte, 
And  with  the  stert  al  sodeinly  awake, 
And  swich  a  tremour  felc  aboute  his  herte. 
That  of  the  fere  his  body  sholde  quake ; 
And  therwithal  he  sholde  a  noise  make. 
And  seme  as  though  he  sholde  falle  depe 
From  heighe  on-lofte  :  and  than  he  wolde 
wepe. 

And  rewen  on  himself  so  pitotisly,       360 
That  wonder  was  to  here  his  fontasye. 
Another  time  he  sholde  mightily 
ConfcJrte  himself,  and  seyn  it  was  fol^'C 
So  causeles  swich  drede  for  to  dryc  ; 
And  eft  biginne  his  aspre  peynes  newe. 
That  every  man  mighte  on  his  sorwes  rewe. 

Who  coudc  telle  aright  or  ful  discrive 
His  wo,  his  pleynte,  his  langour,  and  his 

pine? 
Noughtallethemen  that  han  or  ben  on-live ! 
Thou,  reder,  mayst  thyself  fill  wel  devine  970 
That  swich  a  wo  my  wit  can  not  define : 

242.  ek^  R  y  this. 
245.  longing^  S  y  Unpmr. 
265.  j^T"^*  so  Hj;  J  and  others  jtfrmrjr. 
270.   Thou^  redtrjstt  L  y  tnf<»*\      Chaucer 
seems  now  to  be  writing  for  ~ 
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On  ydel  for  to  write  it  sholde  I  swinke. 
Whan  that  my  wit  b  wery  it  to  thinke  ! 

C)n  hcvene  yit  the  sterres  were  y-scne, 
Although  ful  pale  y-woxen  was  the  mone, 
And  whiten  gan  the  orisonte  shene 
AI  estward,  as  it  wont  is  for  to  done. 
And  Phebus  with  his  rosy  carte  sone 
(lan  after  that  to  dresse  him  up  to  &re, 
Wlian  Troilus  hath  sent  after  Pandare.  380 

This  Pandar, — that  of  al  the  day  bifom 
Ne  niighie  ban  comen  Troilus  to  sec, 
Although  he  on  his  bed  it  hadde  y-swom, 
For  with  the  king  Priam  alday  >%*as  he, 
So  that  it  lay  not  in  his  liberty 
No-wber  to  gon, — but  on  the  morwe  he 

wente 
To  Troilus,  whan  that  he  for  him  sente. 

For  in  bis  bcrte  he  coude  wel  devine 
That  Troilus  al  night  for  sorwe  wook  ; 
Ami  that  he  woldc  telle  him  of  bis  pine,  290 
This  knew  hewel  y-nough,  withoute  lxx>k ! 
For-which  to  chaumbre  streight  the  wcy 

he  t(X)k, 
And  Troilus  tho  sobreliche  he  grettc, 
And  on  the  l>etl  ful  sone  be  gan  him  settc. 

*  My  Pandarus,'  quod  Troilus,  *  the  sorwe 
Which  that  Id  r)'c,  I  may  not  longe  endure : 
I  trowe  I  shal  not  liven  til  to-morwe ; 
For-which  I  wolde  alweys,  on  aventure, 
To  thee  dcviscn  of  my  sepulture 

The    forme ;   and   of   my   moeblc    thou 

dispone  300 

Right  as  thee  semeth  Ixrst  is  for  to  done. 

*  But  of  the  fir  and  flaumbc  funeral 

In  which  my  Inxly  brennen  shal  to  glede, 
And  f)f  the  fcste  and  pleycs  |xilestral 
At  my  vi^flc,  I  preyc  thee,  tak  good  he<le 
That  that  Ik:wc1  ;  and  offre  Mars  mystede, 
My  swcrd,  myn  helm  ;  an<l,  levc  brother 

dcrc, 
My  sbcld  to  Pallas  yif,  that  shinelh  clere. 


*  The  ixjudre  in  which  myn  berte  y-brend 
shal  tome, 


That  preye  I  thee   tboa  take,  ind  d 
ooQsenre  jxc 

It  in  a  vcskI,  that  men  ciep'th  an  nme, 
Of  gold ;  and  to  my  bidy  that  I  icne, 
For  love  of  whom  thus  pttooslkhe  I  stent. 
So  yive  it  her,  and  do  one  this  plesaimct 
To  preye  her  kepe  it  for  a  remcmbiaoDoei 

*■  For  wel  I  fele,  by  my  maladye 
And  by  my  dremes  now  and  yoie  agis 
Al  certeinly  that  I  mot  nedes  dye : 
The  owie  eek,  which  that  hight  F.snrlnfc\ 
Hath  after  me  shright  alle  thise  n^giHei 

two.  3V> 

And,  God   Mercurie,  of  me  now  voAd 

wreoche 
The  soule  gide,  and,  whan  thee  list,  t 

fecche !  '— 

Pandare  answMe  and  seide,  *  Troiliis, 
My  dere  firend,  as  I  have  told  thee  yoie, 
That  it  is  foly  for  to  sorwen  thus, 
And  causeles,  for-which  I  can  no  vuok  : 
But  who-so  wol  not  trowen  red  ne  kw, 
I  can  not  sen  in  him  no  remedye 
But  lete  him  worthen  with  hb  fimtasyc 

*  But  Troilus,  I  preyc  thee,  tel  me  now  jf 
If-tbat  thou  trowe,  or  this,  that  any  wi^t 
I  lath  loved  paramours  as  wel  as  thou? 
Ye,  God  wot !    And  fill  many  a  woithj 

knight 
I  lath  his  lad^  forgon  a  fourtenight. 
And  be  not  yit  made  balvendel  the  £ue ! 
What  nede  is  thee  to  maken  al  this  care? 

*  Sin  day  by  day  thou  mayst  thy-selven  see 
That  from  his  love,  or  elles  fiK)m  his  viii 
A  man  mot  twinnen  of  necessite, 

Ye,  though  he  love  her  as  his  owne  lif ;  w 
Yit  n'il  be  with  himself  thus  maken  strif : 
For  wel  thou  wost,  my  levc  brother  denr, 
That  alwey  frendes  may  not  ben  i-ferc. 


31a  M,  so  G ;  T  and  odiers  iV. 

311.  //  in  (?X  all  In, 

319.  Escm^kilOf  Ascalaphus,  whom  ProMrpiiK 
changed  into  an  owl.-    See  Ovid,  Met.  v.  s^ 

333-  /"A  so  P  R ;  G  *»;  rest/r»(AySw^ 

334.  forgon^  so  P  R  G ;  Cx.  htn  gom ;  A  /»• 
yet;  rest^iM. 
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w  don  thise  folk  that  seen  hir  loves 

wedded 
rendes  might,  as  it  bitit  fill  ofte, 
seen  hem  in  hirspousesbed  y-bedded? 
wot,  they  take  it  wisly,  £ure,  and  softe, 
why  good  hope  halt  up  hir  herte  on- 

lofte; 
»  for  they  can  a  time  of  sorwe  endure, 
cne  hem  hurt,  a  time  doth  hem  cure !  350 

sholdestow  endure  and  leten  slide 
time,  and  fonde  to  be  glad  and  light ! 
dayes  n'is  so  longe  nought  t'abide  ! 
sin  she  thee  to  comen  hath  bihight, 
n'il  her  heste  breken  for  no  wight ; 
dred  thee  nought  that  she  n'il  finden 

weye 
ome  ayein,  my  lif  that  dorste  I  leye ! 

f  swevenes  ek  and  al  swich  fantasye 
out,  and  lat  hem  faren  to  mischaunce ; 
they  procede  of  thy  malencolye,    360 
doth  thee  fele  in  slepeal  this  pen^unce. 
raw  for  alle  swevenes  signefiaunce  ! 
help  me  so,  I  coimte  hem  nought  a 

bene ! 
wot  no  man  aright  what  dremes  mene ! 

'  prestes  of  the  temple  tellen  this, 
dremes  ben  the  revelaciouns 

loddes  ;  and  as  wel  they  telle,  y-wis, 
they  ben  (nfemals  illusiouns ; 

leches  seyn,  that  of  complexiouns 

eden  they,  or  fJEBt,  or  glotonye  ;    370 
wot  in  soth  thus  what  they  signefye? 

othre  seyn  that  thorugh  impressiouns, 
f  a  wight  hath  iaste  a  thing  in  minde, 

therof  comen  swiche  avisiouns ;        4 
othre  seyn,  as  they  in  bookes  finde, 
,  after  times  of  the  yeer,  by  kinde 

dreme,  and  that  th'effect  go*th  by 

the  mone : 
ef  no  drem,  for  it  is  nought  to  done  ! 

1  worth  of  dremes  ay  thise  olde  wives, 
trewelicheekaugurie  of  thise  foules  380 
ere  of  which  men  wenen  lese  hir  lives. 


ngntfiamnM^  to  J  G  A ;  rest  tigtufiaumce. 


As  ravenes  qualm,  or  shriking  of  thise 

oulesl 
To  trowen  on  it  bothe  &ls  and  foul  is : 
Alias,  alias,  so  noble  a  cr^ture 
As  is  a  man  shal  dreden  swich  ordure  ! 

'  For- which  with  al  myn  herte  I  thee  biseche, 
Unto  thyself  that  al  this  thou  foryive  : 
And  ris  now  up  withoute  more  speche. 
And  lat  us  caste  how  forth  may  best  be  drive 
This  time,  and  ek  how  fresshly  we  may 

live  390 

Whan  that  she  com'th,  the  whiche  shal  be 

right  sone : 
God  help  me  so,  thy  beste  is  thus  to  done. 

'  Ris,  lat  us  speke  of  lusty  lif  in  Troye 
That  we  ban  lad,  and  forth  the  time  drive. 
And  eek  of  time  coming  us  rejoyc. 
That  bringen  shal  our  blisse  now  so  blive  ; 
And  langour  of  thise  twyes  dayes  five 
We  shal  therwith  so  f6ryete  or  oppresse. 
That  wel  unnethe  it  don  shal  us  duresse. 

'  This  town  is  fill  of  lordes  al  aboute,  400 
And  trewes  lasten  al  this  mene  while  : 
Go  we  and  pleye  us  in  som  lusty  route 
To  Sarpedoun,  not  hennes  but  a  mile  : 
And  thus  thou  shalt  the  time  wel  bigile, 
And  drive  it  forth  unto  that  blisfiil  morwe 
That  thou  her  see,  that  cause  is  of  thy  sorwe. 

*  Now  ris,  my  dere  brother  Troilus ; 
For  certes,  it  non  honour  is  to  thee 
To  wepe,  and  in  thy  bed  to  rouken  thus ; 
For  treweliche  of  00  thing  tniste  me,  4x0 
If  thou  thus  ligge  a  day  or  two  or  three. 
The  folk  wol  seyn  that  thou  for  cowardise 
Thee  feynest  sik,  and  that  thou  darst 
not  rise  !  * — 

This  Troilus  answerde,  *  O  brother  dere. 
This  knowen  folk  that  hany-suffred  peyne. 
That,  though  he  wepe  and  make  sorwful 
chere 

398.  ^  so  P  R  H4  H3 :  rest  <mii€\ 

40a.  ami^  so  R  S ;  rest  omit. 

403.  Sarpedoun.     See  iv.  52. 

409.  nmtun^  so  Cx.  Th. ;  J  and  others  itmken. 
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That  feleth  harm  and  smert  in  every  veyne, 
No  wonder  is ;  and,  though  ich  evere  pleyne 
Or  alwey  wepe,  I  n'am  no  thing  to  blame, 
Sin  I  have  lost  the  cause  of  al  my  game. 

*  But  sin  of  fme  force  I  mot  arise,        421 
I  shal  arise  as  sone  as  evere  I  may  ; 
And  God,  to  whom  my  herte  I  sacrifise, 
So  sende  us  hastily  the  tenthe  day  ! 
For  was  ther  nevere  fowl  so  fayn  of  May 
As  I  shal  ben,  whan  that  she  com'th  to 

Troye 
That  cause  is  of  my  torment  and  my  joye. 

*  But  whider  is  thy  red,*  quod  Troilus, 
*That  wemayplcyeusbestin  al  this  toun?* 

*  By  God,  my  conseil  is,*  quod  Pandarus, 
*To    ride    and    pleye    us    with    King 

Sarpedoun.^  431 

So  longc  of  this  they  spaken  up  and  doun. 
Til  Troilus  gan  at  the  laste  assente 
To  rise,  and  forth  toSarpedounthey  wente. 

This  Sarpedoun,  as  he  that  honorable 
Was  evere  his  live,  and  ful  of  heigh  largesse. 
With  al  that  mightc  y-served  ben  on  table 
That  deynt^  was,  al  coste  it  gret  richesse, 
He  fedde  hem  day  by  day ;  that  swich 
noblesse,  439 

Asseyden  bothe  the  mestc  and  ek  the  leste. 
Was  nevere  or  that  day  wist  at  any  feste. 

Nor  in  this  world  ther  is  non  instrument 
Delicious  through  wind,  ortoucheof  corde. 
As  for  as  any  wight  hath  evere  went. 
That  tonge  telle  or  herte  may  recorde. 
That  at  the  feste  it  n'as  wel  herd  acorde ; 
N*of  ladies  ek  so  fair  a  companye 
Ondaunce,  or  tho,  was  nevere  seyn  with  ye. 

But  what  availelh  this  to  Troilus,         449 
That  for  his  sorwo  nothing  of  it  roughle? 
For  evere  in  oon  his  herte  pietus 
Ful  bisily  Criseyde  his  lady  soughte  : 
On  her  was  evere  al  that  his  herte  thoughte, 

491.  sin  cffifu force;  var.  sith^en^JiH,  of/ors 
(read  ?  sith  in /in  of/ors).  Rawl.  has  two  leaves 
wanting  (II.  431  560). 

436.  iar^cssff^y  prowesse. 

44^.  «}/;  so  P  Ha  H4  Cx.  A  Cp. ;  Hj  S  Hi  So 
on ;  J  G  D  CI.  or. 


Now  this,  now  that,  so  fiiste  imagiiikfe. 
That  glade,  y-wis,  can  him  no  festeyinge. 

Thise  ladies  ek  that  at  the  feste  ben. 
Sin  that  he  saw  his  lady  was  aweye, 
It  was  his  sorwe  upon  hem  for  to  sen. 
Or  for  to  here  on  instrument  so  pleye :  49 
For  she  that  of  his  herte  ber'th  the  kej* 
Was  absent,  lo,  this  was  his  fuitasye, 
That  no  wight  sholde  maken  niek)dye: 

Nor  ther  n'as  houre  of  al  the  day  or  ni^ 
Whan  he  was  there-as  no  wight  mi^ 

him  here, 
That  he  ne  seide,  '  O  lu£som  lady  bri^, 
How  have  ye  faren  sin  that  ye  were  hoc? 
Welcome,  y-wis,  myn  owne  ladydere!' 
But  weylawey,  al  this  n'as  but  a  mise: 
Fortime  his  howve  intendeth  bet  togbse! 

The  lettres  ek  that  she  of  olde  time  «• 
Hadde  him  y-sent,  he  wolde  allone  rede 
An   hundred   sithe  a-twixen  noon  aad 

prime, 
Refiguring  her  shap,  her  wommanbede, 
Withinne  his  herte,  and  every  \«*ord  or  dede 
That  passed  was.     And  thus  he  drof  t'tn 

ende 
The  ferthe  day ;  and  thennes  vkXtXAt  be 

wende, 

And  seide,  '  Leve  brother  Pandanis, 
Intendestow  that  we  shal  here  bleve 
Til  Sarpedoun  wil  forth  cong^en  us?  «f 
Yit  were  it  fairer  that  we  toke  our  lert. 
For  Goddes  love,  lat  us  now  sone  at  ere 
Our  leve  take,  and  homward  lat  us  tome, 
For  treweliche  I  n'il  not  thus  sojoroe!' 

Pand^re  answ^rde,  '  Be  we  comen  hider 
To  fecchen  fir,  and  rennen  horn  ayeyn? 
God  help  me  so,  I  can  not  tellen  whider 
We  mighte  gon,  if  I  shal  sothly  seyn, 
Ther  any  wight  is  of  us  more  &yn 
Than  Sarjxxloun.  And  if  we  hennes  hy« 
Thus  sodeinly,  I  holde  it  \'ilanye,        99^ 

^l^'  fciteyinge^  so  J  S  only;  rest  fnUjnt. 
ffifyngie\festemyHfe.    (See  iii.  1718.) 

476.  tkentus  vfolde  A^.  so  J  P  (J  Hi;  Cx.tat- 
rupt.  ;  rest  seydt  (S  that)  kt  wolde, 

478.  hleve,  so  J  S  D  Cp.  H  a. ;  rest  bilivt* 
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seiden  that  we  wolde  bleve 
wke ;  and  now  thus  sodeinly 
y  to  take  of  him  our  leve, 
ndren  on  it  trewely. 
lolde  our  purpos  fermely, 
we  bihighten  him  to  bide, 
now,  and  after  lat  us  ride.' 

IS  with  alle  peyne  and  wo 
dwelle;  and  at  the  wikes 

they  toke  hir  leve  tho,    500 
r  they  spedden  hem  towende. 

*  Now  Lord  me  grace  sende, 
nden  at  myn  hom-cominge 
e  ! '   and  ther-with  gan  he 


le ! '  thoughte  this  Panddre, 
If  fill  softeliche  he  seyde, 
freyden  may  this  hote  fare 
ide  Troilus  Criseyde  ! '     508 
he  japed  thus,  and  pley'de, 
/is,  hisherte  him  wel  bihighte 
leas  sone  as  evere  she  mighte. 

ito  the  paleis  were  y-comen 
ley  down  off  horse  alighte, 
;haumbre  hir  wey  than  han 
lomen ; 

;  that  it  gan  to  nighte 
speken   of    Criseyde    the 

e; 

,  whan  that  hem  bothe  leste, 

hem  fro  the  soper  unto  reste. 

>  sone  as  day  bigan  to  clere, 
jan  of  his  slep  t'abreyde,  5*0 
ire,  his  owne  brother  dere, 
rod,*  ful  pitousliche  he  seyde, 
n  the  paleis  of  Criseyde  : 
t  may  han  no  more  feste, 
her  paleis  at  the  leste  ! ' 

Wr,  so  Cx. ;  S  y  hold^n)  forth ; 

G  S  A ;  W^fu:  rest  ye. 

o  H3  H4  ;  J^  and  others  seyde* 

»  J  :  rest  omit. 

' ;  J  G  Hj  Pandanu. 

io;  J  G  P  omit. 


And  therwithal,  his  meyn^  for  to  blende, 
A  cause  he  fond  in  towne  for  to  go. 
And  to  Criseydes  hous  they  gonne  wende. 
But,  Lord,  this  sely  Troilus  was  wo  I  529 
H  im  thoughte  his  sorwiiil  herte  brast  a- 1  wo ; 
For,  whan  he  saw  her  dores  spered  alle, 
Wel  nigh  for  sorwe  adown  he  gan  to  falle. 

Therwith   whan   he  was   war  and  gan 

biholde 
How  shet  was  every  window  of  the  place, 
As  frost,  him  thoughte,  his  herte  gan  to 

colde ; 
For- which  with  chaunged  dedlich  pale  ^e, 
Withouten  word  he  forth-by  gan  to  pace  ; 
And,  as  God  wolde,  he  gan  so  faste  ride. 
That  no  wight  of  his  contenaunce  espi'de. 

Than  seide  he  thus  :  '  O  paleis  desolat, 
O  hous,  of  houses  whilom  best  y-hight, 
O  paleis  empty  and  disconsolat, 
O  thou  lant^me  of  which  queynt  is  the 

light, 
O  paleis,  whilom  day  that  now  art  night, 
Wel  oughtestow  to  felle,  and  I  to  dye. 
Sin  she  is  went  that  wont  was  us  to  gye  ! 

'  O  paleis,  whilom  crowne  of  houses  alle, 
Enlumined  with  sonne  of  alle  blisse  ! 
O  ring,  fro  which  the  ruby  is  out-falle, 
O  cause  of  wo,  that  cause  hast  been  of 

lisse !  550 

Vit,  sin  I  may  no  bet,  &yn  wolde  I  kisse 
Thy  colde  dores,  dorste  I  for  this  route  ; 
And  far-wel  shrine,  of  which  the  seynt  is 

oute  !  * 

Ther-with  he  caste  on  Pandarus  his  ^e. 
With  chaunged  face,  and  pitous   to  bi- 
holde ; 
And,  whan  he  mighte  his  timearightespye. 
Ay  as  he  rod,  to  Pandarus  he  tolde 
His  newe  sorwe  and  ek  his  joyes  olde 
So  pitously,  and  with  so  ded  an  hewe, 
That  every  wight  mighte  on  his  sorwe 
rewe.  560 

Fro  thennesforth  he  rideth  up  and  down, 
And  everything  com  him  tor^membraunce 


550.  kast^  J  G  hath. 

550.  Itsu,  so  J  Cx.  S  Cp. ;  H3  hisse;  re%tM*se^ 
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As  he  rod  for-by  places  of  the  town 

In  which  he  whilom  hadde  al  his  pies- 

iunce. 
'  Lo,  yonder  saw  I  last  my  lady  daunce  ! 
And  in  that  temple  with  her  ^en  clere 
Mc  caughte  first  my  righte  lady  dere  ! 

*  And  yonder  have  ich  herd  ful  lustily 
My  dere  herte  laughe  !  And  yonder  pleye 
Saw  I  her  ones  ek  ful  bisily  !  570 
And  yonder  ones  to  me  gan  she  seye, 
"Now   goode   swete,    love   me   wel,    I 

preye  ! " 
And  yond  so  goodly  gan  she  me  biholde, 
That  to  the  deth  myn  Jierte  is  to  her  holde ! 

*  And  at  that  comer  in  the  yonder  hous 
Herde  I  myn  alderlevest  lady  dere 

So  wommanly  with  vois  melodious 
Singen  so  wel,  so  goodly  and  so  clere, 
That  in  my  soule  yit  me  think'th  ich  here 
The  blisful  soun !    And  in  that  yonder 
place  580 

My  lady  first  mc  took  unto  her  grace  !  * 

Than  thoughte  he  thus  :   *  O  blisful  Lord 

Cupide, 
Whan  I  the  proces  have  in  my  mcmorie, 
How  thou  me  hast  werr^^d  on  every 

side, 
Men  mighte  a  book  make  of  it,  lik  a 

storie  ! 
What  ncde  is  thee  to  seke  on  me  victorie, 
Sin  I  am  thyn,  and  hoolly  at  thy  wille  ? 
Wliat  joye  hast  thou  thine  owne  folk  to 

spillc  ? 

*  Wel  hastow,  Lord,  y-wroke  on  me  thyn 

ire, 
Thou  mighty  God,  and   dredful   for  to 

greve !  590 

Now  mercy,  Lord !  Thou  wost  wel  I  desire 
Thy  grace  most  of  alle  lustes  leve. 
And  live  and  deye  I  wol  in  thy  bileve : 
For  which  I  n'axe  in  guerdon  but  00  bone. 
That  thou  Criseydc  aycin  mc  sende  sone. 

565.  S  y  rea<i :  Loy  yonder  (CI.  ycnde)  saw  I 
myn  (nutu  lady  daunce. 
570.  buily  so  P  G  H3  R  Cx. ;  rest  bli^Uy, 
583.  my^  P  H4  Cx.  S  Y  omit. 


'  Distreyne  her  herte  as  fiute  to  retone 
As  thou  dost  vayn  to  longen  her  to  see: 
Than  wot  I  wel  that  she  n'il  not  aqjane. 
Now,  blisfiil  Lord,  so  cruel  thoo  ne  be 
Unto  the  blood  of  Troye,  I  preye  thee,  to 
As  Juno  was  unto  the  blood  Theb^ 
For  which  the  folk  of  Thebes  csngfate  bi 
bane!' 

And  after  this  he  to  the  yates  wente 
Ther-as  Criseyde  oat-rod  a  fill  good  pis: 
And  up  and  down  ther  made  he  nuuiy  & 

wente, 
And  to  himself  fill  ofte  he  seide,  'Albs! 
From  hennes  rod  my  blis  and  my  solis ! 
As  wolde  blisful  God  now  lor  his  joyt, 
I  mighte  her  sen  ayein  come  intoTroje! 

'  And  to  the  yonder  hil  I  gan  her  gkk,  to 
Alias,  and  there  I  took  of  her  my  kre! 
And  yond  I  saw  her  to  her  fiuler  lide, 
For  sorwe  of  which  myn  herte  wol  to-dere! 
And  hider  horn  I  com  whan  it  was  eve; 
And  here  I  dwelle  out-cast  from  alle  joye, 
And  shal,  til  I  may  sen  her  eft  in  Troye !' 

And  of  himself  imagined  he  ofte 
To  ben  defet  and  pale,  and  waxen  lesse 
Than  he  was  wont ;  and  that  men  sekks 
sofle, 

*  What  may  it  be  ?     Who  can  the  sod* 

gesse,  im 

Why  Troilus  hath  al  this  hevincsse?' 
And  al  this  n'as  but  his  mal^colye, 
That  he  hadde  of  himself  swich  fimtasjt. 

Another  time  imaginen  he  wolde 
That  every  wight  that  wente  by  the  were 
Had  of  him  routhe,  and  that  they  seytn 
sholde, 

*  I  am  right  sory  Troilus  wol  dey«.'  6«7 
And  thus  he  drof  a  day  yit  forth  or  tivcyt 
As  ye  han  herd :  swich  lif  right  gan  he  kde 
As  he  that  stood  bitwixen  hope  and  drede. 

For-which  him  liked  in  his  songcs  sheve 
Th'encheson  of  his  wo  as  he  best  migfaie, 

598.  not^  J  so  (read  ?  Tikan  wot  I  weisAen'^ 
not  so  sojome\ 

628.  yit,  J  P  G  Hj  R  H4  omit. 

629.  rigkit  JPG  Cx.  omit. 
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And  make  a  song  of  wordes  but  a  fewe, 
Somwhat  his  wofiil  herte  for  to  lighte ; 
And  whan  he  was  from  every  mannes 

sighte, 
VVith  softe  vois  he  of  his  lady  dere 
lliat  absent  was  gan  singe  as  ye  may  here : 

•  O    sterre,   of  which  I  lost  have  al  the 

light, 

With  herte  soor  wel  oughte  I  to  biwaile 
1*hat  evere  derk   in   torment  night   by 

night,  640 

Toward  my  deth  with  wind  in  stere  I 

saile : 
I^or- which  the  tenthe  night  if- that  I  faile 
The  giding  of  thy  bemes  brighte  an  houre, 
My  ship  and  me  Caribdis  wol  devoure.' 

This  song  whan  he  thus  songen  hadde,  sone 
Xle  fil  ayein  into  his  sikes  olde  ; 
And  every  night,  as  he  was  wont  to  done, 
He  stood  the  brighte  mone  to  biholde. 
And  al  his  sorwe  he  to  the  mone  tolde. 
And  seide, '  V-wis,  whan  thou  art  homed 
newe,  650 

I  shal  be  glad,  if  al  the  world  be  trewe  ! 

•  I  saw  thy  homes  olde  by  the  morwe 
VThan  hennes  rod  my  righte  lady  dere. 
That  cause  b  of  my  torment  and  my  sorwe : 
f  or-which,  O  brighte  Lucina  the  clere, 
l^or  loveof  God,  ren  fiiste  aboute  thyspere ! 
for,  whan  thy  homes  newe  ginne  springe, 
Than  shal  she  come  that  may  my  blisse 

bringel' 

The  daycs  more  and  lenger  every  night 
Than  they  ben  wont  to  ben,  him  thoughte 
tho;  660 

And  that  the  sonne  wente  his  cours  unright 
33y  lenger  wey  than  it  was  wont  to  go ; 
And  seide,  *  Y-wis,  me  dredeth  evere  mo 
The  sonnes  sone  Pheton  be  on-live. 
And  that  his  fiider  carte  amis  he  drive.* 

\Jpon  the  walles  fiiste  ek  wolde  he  waike. 
And  on  the  Grekes  cost  he  wolde  see, 

655.  LUctMOj  so  Cx.  Th.;  J  and  others  La- 
^hwta.    See  iv.  1591. 

664.  PheUm,  PhMUau    Sm  H.  F.  943. 


And  to  himself  right  thus  he  wolde  talke, 
'  Lo,  yonder  is  myn  owne  lady  free  ! 
Or  elles  yonder  ther  the  tentes  be  !      670 
And  thennescom'th  this  eir  that  is  soswote. 
That  in  my  soule  I  fele  it  doth  me  bote  ! 

*And,  hardily,  this  wind,  thatmore  and  more 
Thus  stoundemele  encresseth  in  my  face, 
Is  of  my  lady's  depe  sikes  sore  I 
I  preve  it  thus,  for  in  non  other  space 
Of  al  this  town,  save  only  in  this  place, 
Fele  I  no  wind  that  souneth  so  lik  peyne  : 
It  seith,  <'  Alias  I  why  twinned  be  we 
tweyne  ?  "  * 

This  longe  time  he  driveth  forth  right  thus. 
Til  fully  passed  was  the  ninthe  night ;  68z 
And  ay  biside  him  was  this  Pandarus, 
That  bisily  dide  al  his  fulle  might 
Ilim  to  conforte  and  make  his  herte  light, 
Viving  him  hope  alwfy,  the  tenthe  morwe 
That  she  shal  come  andstintenalhissorw'e. 

— Upon  that  other  side  was  Criseyde, 
With  women   fewe,  among  the  Grekes 

stronge : 
For- which  ful  ofte  a  day  'Alias! '  she  seyde, 

*  That  I  was  bom  I    Wel  may  myn  herte 

longe  690 

After  my  deth,  for  now  live  I  too  longe  ! 
Alias,  and  I  ne  may  it  not  amende. 
For  now  is  wors  than  evere  yit  I  wen'de  ! 

*  My  fader  n'il  for  no  thing  do  me  grace 
To  gon  ayein,  for  aught  I  can  him  quemen; 
And,  if  so  be  that  I  my  terme  pace. 

My  Troilus  shal  in  his  herte  deme 
That  I  am  Sails ;  and  so  it  may  wel  seme  : 
Thus  shal  I  have  unthank  on  every  side. 
That  I  was  bom,  so  weylawey  the  tide  !  700 

*  And  if  that  I  me  putte  in  jupartye 
To  stele  awey  by  night,  and  it  bifalle 
That  I  be  caught,  I  shal  be  holde  espye  : 
Or  elles,  lo,  this  drede  I  most  of  alle, 

If  in  the  hondes  of  som  wrecche  I  falle. 
I  n'am  but  lost,  al  be  myn  herte  trewe  ! 
Now  mighty  God,  thou  on  my  sorwe  rewe ! ' 

695.  atfgki,  J  and  others  naugki. 
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Ful  pale  y-waxen  was  her  brighte  face, 
Her  limes  lene,  as  she  that  al  the  day 
SicKxl  whan  she  dorste,  and  loked  on  the 

place  710 

Ther  she  was  born  and  ther  she  dwelt 

had  ay  ; 
And  al  the  night  wepinge,  alias,  she  lay. 
And  thiis  despeircd  out  of  alle  cure. 
She  ledde  her  Hf,  this  woful  creature. 

Ful  ofte  a  day  she  sighte  ek  for  distresse, 
And  in  herself  she  wente  ay  portreyinge 
Of  Troilus  the  grele  worthinessc, 
And  alle  his  goodly  wordes  recordinge 
Sin  first  that  day  her  love  bigan  to  springe : 
And  thus  she  sette  her  woful  hcrte  a-fire  720 
Thorugh  reinembrauncc  of  that  she  gan 
desire. 

In  al  this  world  ther  n'is  so  cruel  herte 
That  her  had  herd  compleynen   in   her 

sorwe, 
That  n'olde  han  wepen   for  her  peynes 

smerie, 
So  tend  rely  she  wep  bothe  eve  and  morwe : 
Her  nedcdc  no  teres  for  to  borwe. 
And  this  was  yet  the  worsteof  al  her  peyne, 
Ther  was  no  wight  to  whom  she  dorste 

her  pleyne. 

Ful  rewfully  she  loked  upon  Troye,     729 
Kiheld  the  toures  heighe  and  ek  the  halles : 

*  Alias ! '  quod  she,  *  the  j)lesaunce  and  the 

joye, 
Thewhiche  that  nowal  tomed  intogalle  is, 
Have  ich  had  ofte  withinne  tho  yonder 

walles  ! 
O  Troilus,  what  dostow  now? '  she  seyde  : 

*  Lord,   whether   thou  yit   thenke  upon 

Criseyde  ! 

*  Alias,  I  n'hadde  y-trowed  on  your  lore. 
And  went  with  you,  as  ye  me  redde  or  this ! 
Than  hadde  I  now  not  siked  half  so  sore  ! 
Who  mighte  have  said  that  I  had  don  amis 
To  stele  awey  with  swich  oon  as  he  is?  740 
Hut  al  too  laic  com'th  the  letuarie 
Whan  men  the  cors  unto  the  grave  carie  ! 


735.  wep  (?X  all  wepU. 


*  Too  late  is  now  to  speke  of  that  miiat: 
Pnidence,  alias  !  oon  of  thine  fen  thice 
Me  lakked  alwey  or-that  I  com  hat  \ 
On  time  passed  wel  remembred  me. 
And  present  time  ek  coude  ich  wel  j-Kt 
But  futur  time,  or  I  was  in  the  snaie, 
Coude  I  not  see :  that  causeth  now  my  or* 

*  But  nathelcs,  bitide  what  bitide,  :r 
I  shal  tomorwe  at  night,  by  est  or  vest. 
Out  of  this  oost  stele  on  som  maner  nk, 
And  gon  with  Troilus  wher-as  him  lest: 
This  purpos  wol  I  holde,  and  this  is  best 
No  fors  of  wikked  tonges  jangleryCf 
For  evere  on  love  han  wrecches  had  eon'«! 

*  For  who-so  wol  of  every  wonl  takehedt 
Or  rulen  him  by  every  wightcs  nit, 

Ne  shal  he  nevere  thriven,  out  of  dnik:  | 
For  that  that  some  men  blamen  ererejAr 
Lo,  other  maner  folk  comenden  it     1* 
And  as  for  me,  for  al  swich  \-ariaaDce, 
Felicity  clepe  I  my  suiHsaunce  ! 

*  For- which,  withouten  any  wordes  mo, 
To  Troye  I  wol,  as  for  condusioun.'— 
But  God  it  wot,  or  fiiUy  monthcs  two. 
She  was  ful  fer  fro  that  entencioun ! 
For  bothe  Troilus  and  Troyes  toun 
Shal  knotteles  throughout  her  herte  sikk:  ^ 
For  she  wol  take  a  purpos  for  t'abide.  pi 

— This  Diomede,  of  whom  you  telle  I  gas, 
Go*th  now,  withinne  hiniself  ay  arguinge 
Withal  the  sleigh  te  and  al  that  evere  he  car. 
How  he  may  best  with  shortest  tarjiage 
Into  his  net  Criseydes  herte  bringe. 
To  this  entente  he  coude  nevere  fine : 
To  fisshen  her,  he  leyde  out  hook  and  lisC' 

But  natheles  wel  in  his  herte  he  thou^U' 
That  she  n*as  not  withoute  a  love  in  Trojt ; 
For  nevere  sithen  he  her  thennes  bfonghK 
Ne  coude  he  sen  her  laughe  and  roiJcco 

joye.  ;* 

He  n*isle  how  best  her  herte  for  t'acoyti 
But  *  for  t*assaye,'  he  seide,  *  it  nou^t » 

greveth, 
For   he  that  nought    n*assayeth,  oaogh^ 

n'acheveth  !  * 


759.  M,  J  and  otben  im. 
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Vit  seidc  lie  to  himself  upon  a  night, 

•  jNow  am  I  not  a  fool,  that  wot  wel  how 
1  ler  wo  for  love  is  of  another  wight ; 
.Ajid  her-upon  to  gon  assaye  her  now, 

I  may  wel  wite,  it  n'il  not  ben  my  prow. 
For  wise  folk  in  bokes  it  expresse,        790 

•  •  Menshal  not  wowe  a  wight  inhevinesse. " 

•  Bui  who-so  mightc  winnen  swich  a  flour 
From  him  for  whom  she  niorneth  night 

and  day. 
He  mighte  seyn  he  were  a  conquerour  ! ' 
^nd  right  anon,  as  he  that  bold  was  ay, 
TTioughte  in  his  hertc,  *  Happe  how  happc 

may, 
Al  sholde  I  deyc,  I  wol  her  herte  seche : 
I  shal  no  more  lesc  but  my  speche  ! ' 

lliis  Diomede,  as  bokes  us  declare. 
Was  in  his  nedes  prest  and  corageus,    800 
With  Sterne  vois  and  mighty  limes  square, 
Hardy  and  testif,  strong  and  chivalrus 
Of  dedes,  lik  his  fader  Tideus  ; 
And  some  men  seyn  he  was  of  tonge  large, 
And  heir  he  was  of  Calidoyne  and  Arge. 

Oriseyde  mene  was  of  her  stature, 
TTherto  of  shap,  of  face,  and  ek  of  chere 
"Thcr  mighte  be  no  fairer  cr^ture  : 
And  ofte  time  this  was  her  manure 
To  gon  y-tressed  with  her  heres  clere  810 
I>>wn  l^  her  coler  at  her  l)ak  bihinde, 
Whiche  with  a  thred  of  gold  she  wolde 
binde : 

And,  save  her  browes  joineden  i-fere, 
Ther  nas  no  lak  in  aught  I  can  espyen. 
But  for  to  speken  of  her  ^en  clere, 
Lo,  trewely,  they  writen  that  her  syen, 
That  Paradys  stood  formed  in  her  yen  ; 
And  with  her  riche  beaut^  evere  more 
Strof  love  in  her  ay,  which  of  hem  was 
more.  8x9 

She  sobre  was,  ek  simple  and  wis  withal, 
The  best  y-norisshed  ek  that  mighte  be, 

799*8^  Much  of  this  nassage  seems  to  have 
been  taken  direct  from  Benott  de  Sainte  More, 
Roman  de  Troie.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  these 
tax  stanzas  there  sbookl  be  six  defective  or  doubt> 
fill  lines. 

to2.  andtuiift  10  S ;  rest  iuti/. 


And  goodlich  of  her  speche  in  general, 
And  charitable,  estatly,  lusty,  free  : 
\e  nevere  mo  ne  lakked  piete 
Her  tendre  herte,  sliding  of  cor^e. 
hut  trewely  I  can  not  telle  her  age. 

And  Troilus  wel  waxen  was  on  highte. 
And  complet  fonned  by  proporcioun 
So  wel  that  kindeit  nought  amendemighte : 
Vong,  fressh,  and  strong,  and  hardy  as 

lioun,  830 

And  trewe  as  steel  in  ech  condicioun  : 
And  oon  the  best  entecched  cr^ture 
That  is,  or  shal,  whil-thatthe  world  may 

dure. 

And  certeinliche  in  storie  it  is  y-founde 
That  Troilus  was  nevere  unto  no  wight. 
As  in  his  time,  in  no  degr^  sccounde 
In  durring  don  that  longeth  to  a  knight. 
Al  mighte  a  geaunt  passen  him  of  might, 
His  herte  ay  with  the  firste  and  with  the 
beste  839 

Stood  paregal  to  durrc-don  that  him  leste. 

— But  for  to  tellen  forth  of  Diomede. 
It  fil  that  after,  on  the  tenthc  day 
Sin  that  Criseyde  out  of  the  cit6  yede, 
This  Diomede,  as  fressh  as  braunche  in 

May, 
Com  to  the  tentc  ther-as  Gilcas  lay, 
And  feyncd  him  with  Calcas  han  to  done  : 
But  what  he  mente,  I  shal  you  telle  sone. 

Criseyde,  at  shorte  wordes  for  to  telle. 
Welcomed  him,  and  down  him  by  her  sette ; 
And  he  wasethe  y-nough  tomaken  dwelle ! 
And  after  this,  withoute  longe  lette      851 
The  spices  and  the  w}ti  men  forth  hem  fette ; 

823.  And  charitable  (;t\  K\\  ChariiabU  ;  V  ami 
(l«fore  estatiyU  H4  G  Hj  R  Cx.  A  D  Hi  CI.  and 
(before /ree);PResiaf/y:  J  etc.  esta(f)iK*)cK*)- 

834.  lakked ^teO)j  aU  lakkedl^e')  her  pile  (Jeie\ 
(See  iii.  1033  ;  iv.  246  :  v.  1598.) 

825.  Her  tendre  kerie  0),  G  tendyr  herte;  P 
Tendre  hertis ;  Hj  Thendere  hertede;  rest 
Tendre  herted. 

830.  and  itrongy  so  S :  rest  strong. 

8^1.  And  trewe  iJ^jjM.  Trrtve. 

83a.  And  oon  the  (0,  Hi  Oon  the:  rest  Oon  oj 
the. 

843.  This  line  follows  I.  770  in  Boccaccio,  who 
makes  it  i^  fourth  day. 
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And  forth  they  speke  of  this  and  that  i-fere 
As  frendes  don,  of  which  som  shal  ye  here. 

1  Ic  gan  first  fallen  of  the  werre  in  speche 
liitwixe  hem  and  the  folk  of  Troye  toun ; 
And  of  th'assege  he  gan  her  ek  biseche 
Tf>  telle  him  what  was  her  opinioun. 
Vto  that  demaundc  he  so  descendeth  doun 
To  axen  her,  if  that  her  straunge  thoughte 
The  Grekcs  gise,  and  werkcs  that  they 
wroughte ;  86z 

And  why  her  fader  taricth  so  longe 
To  wcdilcn  her  unto  som  worthy  wight. — 
Criseydc,  tliat  was  in  her  peynes  stronge 
For  love  of  Troiliis,  her  owne  knight, 
As  ferforth  as  she  conning  hadde  or  might 
Answ^rde  him  tho  ;  but,  as  of  his  entente, 
It  semed  not  she  wiste  what  he  mente. 

Hut  natheles  this  ilke  Diomede 

( jan  in  himself  assure,  and  thus  he  seyde  : 

*  If  ich  aright  have  taken  of  you  hede,  871 
Me  thinketh  thus,  O  lady  myn  Criseyde, 
That,  sin  I  first  bond  on  your  bridel  leyde 
Whan  yc  out-come  of  Troyc  by  the  morwe, 
Nc  coudc  I  nevere  sen  you  but  in  sorwe. 

*  Can  I  not  scyn  what  may  the  cause  be, 
I5ut-if  for  love  of  som  Troj£n  it  were  ; 
The  whiche  right  sore  wolde  athinkcn  me, 
That  ye  for  any  wight  that  dwelleth  there 
Sholde  evere  spille  a  quarter  of  a  tere,  880 
Or  pitously  yourselven  so  bigile  : 

For  dredcles  it  is  not  worth  the  while. 

*  The  folk  of  Troye,  as  who  seilh,  alle  and 

some 
In  prison  ben,  as  ye  yourselven  see  ; 
Nor  thcnnes  shal  not  oon  on -live  come 
For  al  the  gold  atwixen  sonne  and  sea  : 
Trusteth  right  wel  and  understondeth  me, 
Ther  shal  not  oon  to  mercy  gon  on -live, 
Al  were  he  lord  of  worldcs  twyes  five  ! 

*  Swich  wrcche  on  hem  for  fecching  of 

Klcyne  890 

Thcr   shal   lx:n   take  or-that  we  hennes 
wende, 


880U  Skoide  ei^re  (Y).  all  ShoUUn, 
887.  right  w€it  M>  Cx.  S  ;  rest  weL 


That  Manes,  whiche  that  Goddes  ben  c 

peyne, 
Shal  benagastthat  Grekcs  wolhemshendi 
And  men  diul  drede,  unto  the  worldes  endi 
From  hennesforth  to  ravisshen  any  vpeoa 
So  cruel  shal  our  wreche  on  hem  be  sax 

'And  but-if  Calcas  lede  us  withamboga 
That  is  to  seyn^  with  double  woidessljif 
Swich  as  men  depe  a  word  with  t wo visi^ 
Ve  shal  wel  knowen  that  I  nought  ne  Ijft 
And  al  this  thing  right  sen  it  with  yoor  jt 
And  that  anon,  ye  n'il  not  trowe  boi 
sone !  ^ 

Now  taketh  hede,  for  it  is  to  done ! 

<  What  I     Wene  ye  your  viisc  frder  voUe 
Have  yeven  Antenor  for  you  anoo, 
If  he  ne  wiste  that  the  dt^  shoMe 
Destroyed  ben?  Why,  nay,  so  mote  I  gro- 
He  knew  fill  wel  ther  shal  not  scapn  ooc 
That  Trojan  is,  and  for  the  grete  fere 
He  durste  not  ye  dwelte  lenger  there.  ^ 

*  What  wol  ye  more,  lufsom  lady  dcre? 
Lat  Troye  and  Trojan  fro  your  hcrte  pace ! 
Drif  out  that  bittre  hope,  and  mak  good 

chere. 
And  clepe  ayein  the  beaute  of  your  frioe 
That  ye  with  salte  teres  so  dcfiice. 
For  Troye  is  brought  in  swich  a  jupartjt 
That  it  to  save  is  now  no  remedye ! 

*  And  thenketh  wel,  ye  shal  in  Grekes  finde 
A  more  parfit  love,  or  it  be  night. 
Than  any  Trojan  is,  and  more  kinde,  vk 
And  bet  to  serven  you  wol  don  his  miglu ; 
And  if  ye  vouchesauf,  my  lady  bright, 

I  wol  ben  he  to  serven  you  mjrselvt, 
Ve,  levere  than  be  king  of  Greces  twdve!' 

And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  waxen  red, 
And  in  his  speche  a  litel  wight  he  quodst 
And  caste  aside  a  litel  wight  his  hed, 
And  stinte  a  while.     And  afterward  ht 
wook, 

895.  ravisshen,  pronounce  mfssktm.  (S« 
non'sshrdf  1.  831.) 

003.  /<»,  so  Cx. ;  H4  MOW  to;  G  lui  U;  Jtd 
others  y&r  to. 

928.  ht  wQokf  J  and  otbcn  mtumk. 
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tie onherhetbrewhis look,  929 
I  am,  al  be  it  you  no  joye, 
lan  as  any  wigbt  in  Troye. 

ader  Tydeus,*  be  seyde, 
Ide,  icb  hadde  ben,  or  tbis, 
e  and  Arge  a  king,  Criseyde  ! 
;  I  that  I  shal  yit,  ywis  ! 
ilayn,  alias,  the  more  barm  is, 
t  Thebes  al  too  rathe, 
id  many  a  man  to  scathe. 

ijTi,  sin  that  I  am  your  man,  939 
firste  of  whom  I  seche  grace 
a  as  hertly  as  I  can, 
lial  whil  I  to  live  have  space, 
[  departe  out  of  this  place, 
graunte  that  I  may  tomorwe 
iser  telle  you  my  sorwe  ! ' 

e  I  telle  bis  wordes  that  he 
e? 

lougb  for  00  day  at  the  meste ! 
/el,  he  spak  so  that  Criseyde 
n  on  tbemorwe  at  bis  requcste 
>ecbe  with  her  at  the  leste,  950 
I'olde  speke  of  swich  matere  : 
him  she  seide,  as  ye  may  here, 

hadde  her  herte  on  Troilus 
It  ther  may  it  non  arace  ; 
;ely  she  spak,  and  seide  thus  : 
e,  I  love  that  ilke  place 
lx>m  ;  and  Joves  for  bis  grace 
sone  of  al  that  doth  it  care  ! 
'  might,  so  leve  it  wel  to  fare ! 

^s  wolde  hir  wraththe  on  Troyc 
<e  960 

mighte,  I  knowe  it  wel,  y-wis  : 
not  bifallen  as  ye  speke, 
-fom  !     And  ferther  over  this, 
ider  wis  and  redy  is ; 


iV«,  Polynices.    (See  11.  1488,  1507, 

te.) 

,  so  Cx.;  V  ye  be;  H3  bethe  the; 

tv,  S  y  Kp  txtoL 

o  Cx. ;  rest  omit. 

ve  a  *P<eclu  with  Mer,  so  Cx. ;  rest 

tvitk  Him. 


And  that  be  me  bath  bought,  as  ye  me 

tolde, 
So  dere,  I  am  the  more  unto  him  holde. 

*  That  Grekes  ben  of  heigh  condicioun 

I  wot  ek  wel ;  but,  certein,  men  shal  finde 
As  worthy  folk  witbinne  Troye  toun,  969 
As  conning,  and  as  parfit,  and  as  kinde. 
As  ben  bitwixen  Orcades  and  Inde ; 
And  that  ye  coude  wel  your  lady  serve. 
It  trowe  it  wel,  her  thank  for  to  deserve. 

*  But  as  to  speke  of  love,  y-wis,'  she  seyde, 

*  I  hadde  a  lord,  to  whom  I  wedded  was. 
The  whos  myn  herte  al  was  til  that  be 

deyde ; 
And  other  love,  as  help  me  now  Pallas, 
Ther  in  myn  herte  n'is,  ne  nevere  was. 
And  that  ye  ben  of  noble  and  heigh  kinr^e, 
I  have  wel  herd  it  tellen,  out  of  drede ;  980 

*  And  that  doth  me  tobansogret  a  wonder. 
That  ye  wol  scomen  any  woman  so  ! 
£k,  God  wot,  love  and  I  be  fer  asonder  : 
I  am  disposed  bet,  so  mote  I  go, 

Unto  my  detb  to  pleyne  and  m^en  wo  : 
What  I  shal  after  don,  can  I  not  seye ; 
But  trewelicbe,  as  3rit,  me  list  not  pleye. 

<  M3m  herte  is  now  in  tribulacioun. 
And  ye  in  armes  bisy  day  by  day  :       989 
Herafter,  whan  ye  wonnen  ban  the  toun, 
Paraunter  thanne  so  it  happen  may. 
That  whan  I  see  that  nevere  yit  I  say. 
Than  wol^I  werke  that  I  nevere  wroug^te  ! 
This  word  to  you  y-nough  suffisen  oughte. 

*To-morweek  wol  I  speken  with  you  fayn. 
So  that  ye  touchen  nought  of  this  mat^e  ; 
And  whan  you  list,  ye  may  come  here  ayeyn. 
And,  oryegon,  thus  muche  Iseyeyou  here : 
As  help  me  Pallas  with  her  heres  clere,  999 
If  that  I  sbolde  on  any  Grek  ban  routhe. 
It  sbolde  be  yourselven,  by  my  trouthe  ! 

'  I  sey  not  therfor  that  I  wol  you  love, 
N'l  sey  not  nay  ;  but  in  conclusioun, 
I  mene  wel,  by  God  that  sit  above  !  * 


09a.  nevere  yit  /,  so  Cx.  P  H* ;  J  /  nerfetryHi 
others  /  ficz'enc(er\  etc. 
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And  therwithal  she  caste  her  ^en  doun, 
And  gan  losike,  andseide,  *0  Troye  toun, 
Yit  bidde  I  God,  in  quiete  and  in  reste 
I  may  thee  sen,  or  do  myn  herte  breste  !  * 

But  in  effect,  and  shortly  for  to  se}'e, 
This  Diomede  al  fresshly  newe  ayeyn  xoxo 
(ian  pressen  on,  and  faste  her  mercy  preye ; 
And  after  this,  the  sothe  for  to  seyn. 
Her  glove  he  took,  ofwhich  he  was  ful  Detyn : 
And  Hnaly,  whan  it  was  waxen  eve, 
And  al  was  wel,  he  roos  and  took  his  leve. 

The  Ijrightc  Venus  folwed  and  ay  taughte 
The  wey  ther  brode  Phebus  doun  alighte, 
And  Cynthea  her  char-hors  over-raughte 
To  whirle  out  of  the  Lcoun,  if  she  mighte, 
And  Signifer  his  candels  sheweth  brighte. 
Whan  that  Criseyde  unto  her  reste  vrente 
Inwith  her  fadres  faire  brighte  tente,    X022 

Retorning  in  her  soule  ay  up  and  doun 
The  wordes  of  this  sodcin  Diomede, 
I  lis  grete  cstat,  and  peril  of  the  toun, 
And  that  she  was  allone  and  hadde  nede 
Of  frendes  help.    And  thus  bigan  to  brcde 
The  causes  why,  the  sothe  for  to  telle. 
That  she  took  fully  purpos  for  to  dwelle. 

The  niorwe  com,  and  gostly  for  to  speke 
This  Diomede  is  come  unto  Criseyde ;  1031 
And,  shortly,  lest  that  ye  my  talc  breke. 
So  wel  he  for  himselven  spak  and  seyde, 
That  alle  her  sikes  sore  adoun  he  leyde ; 
And  fmaly,  the  sothc  for  to  seyne, 
lie  refte  her  of  the  grete  of  al  her  peyne. 

/\nd  after  this  the  storie  telleth  us 
That  she  him  yaf  the  faire  bayc  stede 

3019.  See  Cressida's  promise,  iv.  1592,  and  v. 
1190. 

1020.  Sfgni/er^  the  Zodiac. 

X021.  reste,  Hj  S  y  betide) ;  H4  chambir. 

J028.  causes,  so  J  P  G  ^Boc.) ;  rest  cause. 

1030.  g^stl^,  .xs  her  spintiial  adviser 

1037.  The  incidents  in  the  two  following  stanzas 
seem  to  have  been  taken  from  Benoit,  though  the 
Ilistoria  Troiana  of  (juido  delle  Colonne  may 
also  have  been  cotisuhed  (see  1.  1044).  Chaucer 
(or  his  audience,  see  Pfologue  to  Legend  ((f  Good 
IVomctC)  has  eWdently  bcen^  dissatisfied  with 
Boccaccio's  account  of  Cressida's  faithlessness. 
Cre&sid.i's  complaint  (II.  X051  seq.)  is  probably 
Chaucer's  own.  Chaucer  rettims  to  Boccaccio 
at  1.  1 100. 


The  whiche  he  ooes  wan  of  Troihis:  s 
Andekabroche — and  thatmsIitdiMde! 
That  Troilos'  was,  she  >af  this  Diomd 
And  ek,  the  bet  firom  sorwe  him  to  rdr 
She  made  him  were  a  pencel  of  berste 

I  finde  ek  in  the  stories  elleswhexe. 
Whan  thonigh  the  body  hurt  was  Diooe 
Of  Troiltis,  tho  wep  she  many  a  toe, 
Whan  that  she  saw  his  wide  woundesUed 
And  that  she  took,  to  kepen  him,  fn 

hede ; 
And,  for  to  hele  him  of  his  sorwcs  smed 
Men  seyn — I  n'ot — that  she  >'af  him  bi 

herte.  14 

But  trewely  the  storie  telleth  us, 
Ther  made  neverc  woman  more  wo 
Than  she,  whan  that  she  falscd  Troib^ 
She  se>'de,  '  Alias  I  for  now  is  clcne  9 
My  name  of  trouthe  in  lo\*e  for  eveFcao 
For  I  have  falsed  oon  the  gentileste 
That  evere  was,  and  oon  the  i^xmhieste 

'  Alias  !  of  me,  unto  the  worldes  ende, 
Shal  neither  ben  y-writcn  nor  y-songe 
No  good  word,  for  thise  bokes  vol  a< 

shende.  mA 

O,  rolled  shal  I  ben  on  many  a  tooge: 
Throughout  the  world  my  belle  sbil  h 

ronge : 
And  wommen  most  wol  hate  me  of  iHc! 
Alias,  that  swich  a  cas  me  sholde  £ille! 

'  They  wol  seyn,  in  as  muche  as  in  me  in 
I  have  hem  don  dishonour,  w*e}*la«'ej' 
Al  be  I  not  the  firste  that  dide  amis, 
Wliathelpeth  that,  to  don  my  blame  amfi 
But,  sin  I  see  ther  is  no  bettre  wey,  i4 
And  that  too  late  is  now  for  me  to  rev^ 
To  Diomede  algate  I  wol  be  trewe. 

<  But  Troilus,  sin  I  no  bettre  may, 
And  sin  that  thus  departen  ye  and  I, 
Yet  preye  I  God  so  yive  you  right  good  d^ 
As  for  the  gentileste,  trewely. 
That  evere  I  say,  to  serven  feithfiillf, 
And  best  can  ay  his  lady  honour  kepe>* 
And  with  that  word  she  brast  anon  to  fFt{K> 


X044.  M<,  J  and  others  omit. 

X046.  ««>,  soJGP;  Hfttiu/r/wi/resiwr/'^ 
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nd  certes,  you  ne  haten  shal  I  nevere, 
d  frendes  love,  that  shal  ye  han  of  me, 
i  my  good-word,  al  mighte  I  liven  evere  1 
i  treweliche,  I  wolde  sory  be  xo8a 
■  to  sen  you  in  any  adversity : 
i  gilteles,  I  wot  wel,  I  you  leve : 
al  shal  passe  ! — And  thus  take  I  my 
leve.* 

trewely,  how  longe  it  was  bitwene. 
It  she  forsook  him  for  this  Diomede, 
jr  n'is  non  auctour  telleth  it,  I  wene : 
:e  every  man  now  to  his  bokes  hede, 
shal  no  terme  finden,  out  of  drede ; 
though  that  he  bigan  to  wowehersone, 
fie  her  wan,  yit  was  ther  more  to  done. 

me  ne  list  this  sely  womman  chide 
ther  than  thilke  storie  wol  devise : 
*  name,  alias,  publisshed  is  so  wide, 
.t  for  her  gilt  it  oughte  y-nough  suffise : 
1  if  I  mighte  excuse  her  any  wise, 
she  so  sory  was  for  her  untrouthe, 
''is,  I  wolde  excuse  her  yit  for  routhe. 

'hi5  Troilus,  as  I  bifore  have  told,  xioo 
is  driveth  forth  as  wel  as  he  hath  might : 
often  was  his  herte  hoot  and  cold, 
I  namely  that  ilke  ninthe  night, 
ich  on  the  morwe  she  had  him  bihight 
come  ayein  :  God  wot,  ful  litel  reste 
ide  he  that  night :  nothing  to  slepe 
him  leste ! 

laurer-crowned  Phebus  with  his  hete 
I,  in  his  cours  ay  upward  as  he  wente, 
warme  of  th*  este  see  the  wawes  wete, 
I  Nisus'  doughter  song   with   fressh 
entente,  mo 

ui  Troilus  his  Pandar  after  sente, 
I  on  the  walles  of  the  town  they  pleyde, 
oke  if  they  can  sen  aught  of  Criseyde. 


)z.  mightt^  J  and  others  skaUt. 

iy  any^  so  H4  Cx.  S ;  rest  omit. 

J5.  But,  J  Hj  CI.  And. 

M.  /Atlke  CO,  CI.  tAis;  rest  iJke. 

)k.  /uS/itsM,  so  H)  Cx. :  J  and  others /»»• 

)3.  nmtkt,  I  G  Hj  tenihe. 
to.  Nisu^  Migktgr^  ScylU,  changed  into  a 
SceZ.air.  S908. 


Til  it  was  noon  they  stoden  for  to  see 
Who  that  ther  com ;  and  every  maner  wight 
That  com  fro  fer,  they  seiden  it  was  she, 
Til  that  they  couden  knowen  him  aright : 
Now  was  his  herte  dul,  now  was  it  light ; 
And  thus  bi-japed,  stonden  for  to  stare 
Aboute  naught  this  Troilus  and  Pandare ! 

To  Pandarus  this  Troilus  tho  seyde,  1x21 

*  For  aught  I  wot,  bifor  noon  sikerly 
Into  this  town  ne  com'th  not  here  Criseyde. 
She  hath  y-nough  to  done,  hardily. 

To  winnen  from  her  fader,  so  trowe  I. 
Her  olde  ^der  wol  yit  make  her  dine 
Or-that  she  go :  God  yive  his  herte  pine  !* 

Pandare  answerde,  *  It  may  wel  be,  certein ; 
And  for-thy  lat  us  dine,  I  thee  biseche ; 
And    after    noon    than    maystow    come 

ayein.*  X130 

And    hom    they    gon,    withouten    more 

speche, 
And  come  ayein.     But  longe  may  they 

seche 
Or-that  they  finden  that  they  after  cape  : 
Fortune  hem  bothe  thenketh  for  to  jape  I 

Quod  Troilus,  '  I  see  wel  now  that  she 
Is  taried  with  her  olde  fader  so. 
That,  or  she  come,  it  wil  neigh  even  be. 
Com  forth,  I  wol  unto  the  yate  go. 
Thise  porters  ben  unconning  evere  mo, 
And  I  wol  don  hem  holden  up  the  yate 
As  naught  ne  were,  although  she  come 
late.'  1x41 

The  day  go*th  faste,  and  after  that  com'th 

eve. 
And  yit  com  nought  to  Troilus  Criseyde. 
He  loketh  forth  by  haye,  by  tree,  by  greve. 
And  fer  his  hed  over  the  wal  he  leyde ; 
And  at  the  laste  he  tomed  him  and  seyde, 

*  By  God,  I  wot  her  mening  now,  Pandare ! 
Almost,  y-wis,  al  newe  was  my  care  ! 

*  Now  douteles  this  lady  can  her  good  I 

I  wot  she  mcneth  riden  prively,  xxs© 

XX  33.  herty  J  and  others  omit. 
XX  25.  winnen y  J  CI.  iwinntn. 
Z144.  haytO\  all  htg{j^)ett  ^gic^-    (See  iii. 
35X-) 
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And  I  coinendc  her  wisdom,  by  myn  hood  1 
She  n'il  not  maken  pcple  nicely 
Gaure  on  her  whan  she  com'th ;  but  softely 
By  night  into  the  town  she  thcnketh  ride. 
And,  dere  brother,  thenk  not  long  t'abide ; 

We  have  not  elles  for  to  done,  y-wis. — 
And  I'andarus,  now  wiltow  Irowen  me? 
Have  here  my  trouthe,  I  see  her  I    Yond 

she  is  ! 
I  leve  up  thine  ^en,  man  !     Maystow  not 

see  ? '  J 159 

Pandare  answcrde,  *  Nay,  so  mote  I  thee  ! 
Al  wrong,  by  God !     What  seystow, man? 

WTier  arte  ? 
That  I  see  yond  n'is  but  a  fare-carte  !  * 

*  Alias,  thou  scy'st  ful  soth !  *  quod  Troilus. 

*  But,  hardily,  it  nMs  not  al  for  nought 
That  in  niyn  herle  I  now  rejoise  thus : 
It  is  ayeins  som  good  I  have  a  thought. 
N'ot  I  not  how,  but  sin  that  I  was  wrought 
Nc  fclte  I  swich  a  confort,  soth  to  seye  ! 
She  coni'lh  to-night,  my  lif  tliat  dorstc  I 

leyo  ! ' 

Tandurc  answcrde,  *  It  may  be,  wel 
y-nough!'  1170 

And  held  with  him  of  al  that  everehe  leyde : 

But  in  his  herle  he  thoughte,  and  softe 
lough. 

And  to  himself  ful  sobreliche  he  seyde  : 

*  Krom  hasel-wode  ther  joly  Robin  pleyde 
Shal  come  al  that  that  thou  abidest  here  ! 
Ye,  far-wel  al  the  snow  of  feme  yere  ! ' 

The  wardcin  of  the  yatcs  gan  to  calle 
The  folk  whiche  that  withoute  the  yates 

were. 
And  bad  liem  driven  in  hir  beestes  alle, 
Or  al  the  night  they  mosten  bleven  there. 
And  fer  withinne  the  night,  with  many  a 

tere,  xiSi 

This  Troilus  gan  homward  for  to  ride. 
For  wel  he  seeth  it  heliwlh  nought  t'abide. 

1151.  -'/«<//(''), all/.  (H<.h;.  ed  ia'l  commcndu.) 

1 16  J.  y}//,  S  y  (cxc.  A)  right. 

1 163.  soth  to  scye,  S  y  (cxc  A)  dar  I  seyi. 

1171.  iiy(fe  (X)t  sl\\  styde.    (See  II.  1169,  1304.) 

1174-1x76.  Ill  Boccaccio,  '  From  Etna  the  poor 
fellow  expecu  a  wind  ! ' 

1175-  tfiat  t/tat,  so  J  P  H4  R  CI. ;  A  that  at  ; 
rest  that. 


Bat  natheles  he  gladded  him  in  this : 
Hethoughte  he  misacounted  haddehisdv 
And  seide,  '  I  understonden  haTc  amis 
*  For  thHlke  night  I  last  Criseydc  sty. 
She  seide,  "  I  i^l  ben  here,  if  thit  I  oi 
Or  that  the  mone,  O  dere  herte  svete, 
The  Lioun  passe  out  of  this  Aiiete.*^ » 

'  For-which   she   may    )*it   holde  al  b 

biheste.  * — 
And  on  the  morwe  unto  the  yate  he  ved 
And  up  and  down,  by  westeand  ek  bv-  es 
Upon  the  walles  made  he  many  a  wot 
But  al  for  nought :  his  hope  alwey  hi 

blente. 
For-which  at  night,  in  sorweand  sikessor 
He  wente  him  horn,  withouten  any  moo 

Mis  hope  al  clene  out  of  his  herte  fleddi 
lie  n'hath  wheron  now  longer  for  to  hoogi 
But  for  the  peyne  him  thoughte  his  hot 

bledde,  m 

So  were  his  throwes  shari)e  and  woode 

stronge. 
For,  whan  he  saw  that  she  abood  so  loop: 
He  n'iste  what  he  jugen  of  it  mightc, 
Sin  she  hath  broken  that  she  him  Inhighic 

The  thridde,  ferthe,  fifte,  sixtc  day 
After  tho  dayes  ten  of  which  I  toldc, 
Bitwixen  hope  and  drede  his  herle  lay, 
Vit  somwhat  trusting  on  her  hcsiesokk 
But  whan  hesawshcn'oldehertermeholtle 
He  can  now  sen  non  other  rcmedye  i»' 
But  for  to  shape  him  sone  for  to  d)^;. 

Therwith  thewikked  spirit  (God  us  blcsse! 
Which  that  men  clepeth  wodc  Jalous}t, 
Gan  in  him  crepe  in  al  his  hevincsse ; 
For-which,  bicause  he  wolde  sone  dye. 
He  n'ect  ne  dronk  for  his  malencolye, 
And  ck  from  every  companye  he  fledde 
This  was  the  lif  that  al  this  time  he  leddt 

He  so  defet  was,  that  no  maner  man 
Unncthe  him  mighte  knowe ;   ther  b 
wente,  iw 

So  was  he  lene,  and  therto  pale  and  «^ 


X190.  this.  J  Hs  R  A£r;  G  that.  (See  iv.  139O'! 
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I  feble,  that  he  walketh  by  potente ; 
I  with  his  ire  he  thus  himselven  shente. 
I  who-so  axed  him  wherof  him  smerte, 
seide,  his  harm  was  al  aboute  his  heite. 

im  fill  ofte,  and  ek  his  moder  dere, 
brethren  and  his  sustren  goime  him 
freyne 
y  he  so  sorwful  was  in  all  his  chere, 
I  what  thing  was  the  cause  of  al  his 

peyne ; 
al  for  nought.     He  n'olde  his  cause 
pleyne,  1230 

seide  he  felte  a  grevous  maladye 
mte  his  herte,  and  fayn  he  wolde  dye. 

3n  a  day  he  leyde  him  down  to  slepe : 
I  so  bifil  that  in  his  slep  him  thoughte 
.t  in  a  forest  faste  he  welk  to  wepe 
love  of  her  that  him  this  [>eyne 
wroughte ; 
I,  up  and  down  as  he  the  forest  sough te, 
1  mette,  he  say  a  boor  with  tuskes  grete, 
.t  slep  ayein  the  brighte  sonnes  hete  ; 

1   by  this  boor,  fisiste   in  her  armes 
folde,  X240 

,  kissing  ay,  his  lady  bright,  Criseyde : 
sorwe  of  which,  whan  he  it  gan  biholde, 
I  for  despit,  out  of  his  slep  he  breyde, 
I  loude  he  cri'de  on  Pandarus,  and 

scyde, 
Pandarus,  now  knowc  I  crop  and  rote ! 
am  but  ded,  ther  n'is  non  other  bote  ! 

^    lady    bright,    Criseyde,    hath    me 

bitrayed, 
vhom  I  trusted  most  of  any  wight : 
elles  where  hath  now  her  herte  apayed : 
blisfiil  Goddes  through  hirgrete  might 
I  in  my  drem  y-shewed  it  fill  right !  1351 
s    in    my    drem    Criseyde    I    have 

biholde,' — 
\  al  this  thing  to  Pandarus  he  tolde. 

my  Criseyde,  alias  I  what  subtilt^, 
it  newelust,  whatbeaut^,  whatsci6ice. 
It  wraththc  of  juste  cause  ban  ye  to  me  ? 
it  gilt  of  me,  what  fel  experience 

|o.  her^  H4  CI.  kis  ;  P  W%  H3  Cx.  omit. 


Hath  fro  me  reft,  alias,  thyn  ddvertence  ? 

0  trust !    O  feith  !    O  depe  issuraunce  \ 
Who  hath  me  reft -Criseyde,  al  my  ples- 

aunce? 

'Alias !  why  let  I  you  from  hennes  go,  zs6< 
For  which  wel  neigh  out  of  my  wit  I  breyde  ? 
Who  shal  now  trowe  on  any  othes  mo  ? 
God  wot,  I  wen'de,  O  lady  bright,  Criseyde, 
That  every  word  was  gospel  that  ye  seyde  I 
But  who  may  bet  bigile,  yif  him  liste. 
Than  he  on  whom  men  weneth  best  to  triste  ? 

'  What  shal  I  don,  my  Pandarus?    Alias ! 

1  fele  now  so  sharpe  a  newe  [>eyne,  1369 
Sin  that  ther  li'th  no  remedie  in  this  cas, 
That  bet  were  it  I  with  mine  hondes  tweyne 
Myselven  slow,  alwey  than  thus  to  pleyne ; 
For  through  the  deth  my  wo  sholde  have 

an  ende, 
Ther  every  day  with  lif  myself  I  shende.* 

Panddre  answerde  and  seide,  *  Alias  the 

while 
'  That  I  was  bom !  Have  I  not  seid  or  this, 
That  dremes  many  a  maner  man  bigile  ? 
And  why  ?  For  folk  expounden  hem  amis  I 
How  darstow  seyn  that  fals  thy  lady  is  1279 
For  any  drem,  right  for  thyn  owne  drede  ? 
Lat  be  this  thought,  thou  canst  no  dremes 

rede  ! 

*  Paraunter,  ther  thou  dremest  of  this  boor, 
It  may  so  ben  that  it  may  signcfye. 

Her  £ider,  which  that  old  is  and  ek  hoor, 
Ayein  the  Sonne  li*th,  o-point  to  dye. 
And  she  for  sorwe  ginneth  wepe  and  crye, 
And   kisseth   him  ther  he  UHh  on  the 

grounde : 
Thus  sholdestow  thy  drem  a-right    ex- 

pounde  ! ' 

*  How  mighte  I  thanne  don,'  quod  Troilus, 

*  To  knowe  of  this,  ye,  were  it  nevere  so 

lite  ?  * —  1390 

*  Now  seystow  wisly  !*  quod  this  Pandarus. 
<  My  red  is  this :  sin  thou  canst  wel  endite, 

125Q.  read  T  O  de^  frith  t  O  assurtmnccl 
1266.  yiAiMjG  H4;  Hj  D  if  that;  other*  if 
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That  hastily  a  lettre  thou  her  write, 
Thorugh  which  thou  shalt  wel  bringen  it 

aboute, 
To  knowe  a  soth  ther  thou  art  now  in  doute. 

'And  see  now  why !  for  this  I  darwel  seyn ; 
That,  if  so  is  that  she  untrewc  be, 
I  can  not  trowen  she  wol  write  ayeyn  ; 
And,  if  she  write,  thou  shalt  sone  see 
As  whether  she  hath  any  liberty  1300 

To  come  ayein,  or  elles  in  som  clause, 
If  she  be  let,  she  wol  assigne  a  cause. 

'Thou  hast  not  writenhersin  that  she  wente, 
Nor  she  to  thee  ;  and  this  I  dorste  leye, 
Ther  may  swich  cause  ben  in  her  entente. 
That  hardily  thou  wolt  thyselven  seye 
That  her  abood  the  beste  b  for  you  tweyc. 
Now  write  her  thanne,  and  thou  shalt 

felc  sone 
A  soth  of  al :  ther  n*is  no  more  to  done.* 

Acorded  ben  to  this  conclusioun,         1310 
And  that  anon,  thise  ilke  lordes  two  ; 
And  hastily  sit  Troilus  adoun, 
And  rolleih  in  his  herte  to  and  fro 
How  he  may  best  discriven  her  his  wo. 
And  to  Criseyde,  his  owne  lady  dere, 
He  wrot  right  thus,  and  seide  as  ye  shal 
here. — 

*  Right  fresshc  flour,  whos  I  ben  have  and 

shal, 
Withouten  part  of  elleswhere  servi'se, 
With  hertc,  body,  lif,  lust,  thought,  and  al, 
I,  woful  wight,  in  every  humble  wise     1320 
That  tonge  telle  or  herte  may  devise, 
As  oftc  as  mater  occupieth  place. 
Me  recomaunde  unto  your  noble  grace. 

*  Liketh  it  you  to  witen,  swete  herte. 
As  ye  wel  knowe,  how  longe  time  agon 
That  ye  me  lefte  in  aspre  pcynes  smerte 
Whan  that  ye  wcntc :  of  which  yit  bote  non 
Have  I  non  had,  but  everc  wors  bigon 

1295.  f^^f"  thou  art  funi',  J  Cx.  omit  hoiv  ;  S  y 
o/that  (II3  o/ivhich)  thou  art. 

1398.  she,  &o  J  K  Cx.  O  H3  ;  rest  that  xht. 

1399.  *OHty  J  and  oihen/ui  safu. 

1316.  sha/,  *o  J  P  R  Cx.  Ci  H4;  rest  fnay. 
1324.  //,  J  ami  others  omit. 


Fro  day  to  day  am  I,  and  so  mot  dwdk 
Whn  it  yoa  list,  of  wele  and  wo  my  wdk 

'For-whicfa  to  yon,  with  dredfiil  hoi 
trewe,  is 

I  write,  as  he  that  sorwe  driTth  to  min 
My  wo  that  e  verich  houre  encresseth  nen 
Compleyning  as  I  dar  or  can  endite. 
And  that  de&ced  is,  that  may  ye  wite 
The  teres  whiche  that  Iro  mine  fen  rqfve 
That  wolden  speke  if  that  they  coode,  is 
pleyne. 

<  Vou  first  Inseche  I,  that  your  yen  den; 
To  loke  on  this,  defoiiled  ye  not  bolder 
And  over  al  this,  that  ye,  my  lady  dere,  139 
Wol  vouche-sauf  this  lettre  to  biholde : 
And  by  the  cause  ek  of  my  caies  cokfe 
That  sleethmy  wit,  if  aught  amis  m*asterte, 
Foryive  it  me,  myn  owne  swete  herte  I 

*  If  any  servant  dorste  or  oughte  of  ri^ 
Upon  his  lady  pitously  compleyne. 
Than  wene  I  that  ich  oughte  ben  tlut 

wight. 
Considered  this,  that   yc  thise  monthes 

tweyne 
Han  taried,  ther  ye  seyden,  soth  to  seyw. 
But  dayes  ten  ye  n^olde  in  oost  sojoroe,- 
But  in  two  monthes  yit  ye  not  retome.  ijp 

'  But  for  as  muche  as  me  mot  nedcs  like 
Al  that  you  list,  I  dar  not  pleyne  more; 
But  humblely,  with  sorwiiil  sikes  sike, 
You  write  ich  mine  unresty  sorwes  soie. 
Fro  day  to  day  desiring  cvere  more 
To  knowen  fully,  if  your  wille  it  were, 
How  ye  ban  ferd  and  don  whil  ye  be  there; 

*The  whos   welfare   and    hele  ek  God 
cncresse  139 

In  honour  swich,  that  upward  in  degree 
It  growe  alwey,  so  that  it  neverc  ccsst 
Right  as  your  herte  ay  can,  my  lady  ftet, 
Devise,  I  preyc  to  God  so  mote  it  be, 
And  grante  it  that  ye  sone  upon  me  fe«« 
As  wisly  as  in  al  I  am  you  trewe ! 

1335.  Aiui  that,  }  And  that  it  (read  ?  A*d 
than- 
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*  And  if  you  liketh  knowen  of  the  fare 
Of  me,  whos  wo  ther  may  no  wit  descrive, 
I  can  no  more,  but,  cheste  of  every  care, 
At  writing  of  this  lettre  I  was  on-live, 
'  Al  rcdy  out  my  woful  gost  to  drive :  1370 
'Which  I  delay,  and  holde  him  yit  in  honde 
Upon  the  sighte  of  mater  of  your  sonde. 

*  Myn  yen  two,  in  veyn  with  whiche  I  see, 
Of  sorwful  teres  sake  am  waxen  welles  : 
"My  song,  in  pleyntc  of  myn  adversity  : 
Bfy  good,  in  harm :  myn  ese  ek  waxen 

helle  is : 
My  joye,  in  wo  :  I  can  seye  you  nought 

elles, 
Sat  turned  is,  for  which  my  lif  I  warie, 
Sverich  joye  or  ese  in  his  contrdrie. 

•  Which  with  your  coming  hom  ayein  to 

Troye  1380 

^e  may  redresse,  and,  more  a  thousand  sithe 
"Thanevereich  hadde,  encressen  in  me  joye. 
Tor  was  ther  nevere  herte  yit  so  blithe 
"To  han  his  lif  as  I  shal  ben,  as  swithe 
As  I  you  see.     And,  though  no  mancr 

routhe 
Commeve  you,  yit    thenketh  on    your 

trouthe. 

'  And  if  so  be  my  gilt  hath  deth  deserved, 
Or  if  you  list  no  more  upon  me  see. 
In  guerdon  yit  of  that  I  have  you  served 
Biseche  I  you,  myn  hertes  lady  free,  1390 
That  her-upon  ye  wolden  write  me, 
For  love  of  God,  my  righte  lode-sterre. 
That  deth  may  make  an  ende  upon  my 
werre ! 

*If  other  cause  aught  doth  you  for  to 

dwelle. 
That  with  your  lettre  yc  me  r^nforte  ! 
For,  thotigh  to  me  your  absence  is  an  helle. 
With  podence  I  wol  my  wo  conporte. 
And  with  your  lettreof  hope  I  wol  desporte. 
Now  writeth,  swete,  and  lat  me  thus  not 

pleyne: 
With  hope,  or  deth,  delivereth  me  fro 

peyne  1  i4co 


1367.  nwY,  G  CL  and  others  wight ;  H4  waM. 
1393.  That,  Ck.  Or;  Hj  The;  CI.  Cp.  Ther. 


'  Y-wis,  myn  ownt*  derc  hertc  trcwe, 
I  wot  that,  whan  ye  next  upon  me  see. 
So  lost  have  I  myn  hele  and  ek  myn  hewe, 
Criseyde  shal  not  conne  knowen  me. 
Y-wis,  myn  hertes  day,  my  lady  free. 
So  thursteth  ay  myn  herte  to  biholde 
Your  beaut^,  that  my  lif  unnethe  I  holde. 

*  I  sey  no  more,  al  have  I  for  to  seye 
To  you  wel  more  than  I  tellen  may.  1409 
But  whether  that  ye  do  me  live  or  deye, 
Yit  preye  I  God  so  yiveyou  right  good  day  I 
And  hxWi  wel,  goodly  faire  fresshe  may. 
As  she  that  lif  or  deth  me  may  comaunde  ! 
And  to  your  trouthe  ay  I  me  recomaunde 

*  With  hele  swich  that,  but  ye  yiven  me 
The  same  hele,  I  shal  non  hele  have  ! 
In  you  li'th,  whan  you  list  that  it  so  be. 
The  day  on  which  me  clothen  shal  my 

grave: 
In  you  my  lif,  in  you  might  for  to  save 
Me  from  disesc  of  alle  peynes  smerte  !  1430 
And   far'th  now  wel,  myn  owne  swete 

herte  ! ' 

This  lettre  forth  was  sent  unto  Criseyde, 
Of  which  her  answer  in  effect  was  this  : 
Ful  pitously  she  wrot  ayein,  and  seyde. 
That  al-so  sone  as  that  she  mighte,  y-wis. 
She  wolde  come,  and  mende  al  that  was 

mis. 
And   finaly — she   wrot  and   seide  him 

thanne — 
She  wolde  come,  ye,  but  she  n'iste  whanne. 

But  in  her  lettre  made  she  swiche  festes 
That  wonder  was,  and  swer*th  she  lov*th 

him  best :  1430 

Of  which  he  fond  but  botmeles  bihestes. 
But  Troilus,  thou  mayst  now,  est  or  west. 
Pipe  in  an  ivy  leef,  if  that  thee  lest ! 
Thus  go'th  the  world  I     God  shilde  us 

fro  mischaunce. 
And   every  wight   that  meneth   trouthe 

avaunce ! 

Encressen  gan  the  wo  fro  day  to  night 
Of  Troilus,  for  tarying  of  Criseyde, 
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Of  Archimorb'  burying  and  the  pleyes, 
^Uid   how    Amphiorax  fil    thonigh   the 

grounde ;  1500 

How  Tydeus  was  slayn,  lord  of  Argues  : 
And  how  Ypomedon  in  litel  stounde 
Was    dreynt,    and    ded    Parthonope   of 

wounde : 
And  also  how  Cappaneus  the  proude 
With  thonder-dint  was  slayn,  that  cri'de 

loude. 

She  gan  ek  telle  him  how  that  either  brother, 

Ethiocles  and  Polymite  also, 

Yit  at  a  scarmuche  ech  of  hem  slough 

other. 
And  of  Argives  weping  and  hir  wo : 
And  how  the  town  was  brent  she  toldc  ek 

tho ;  1510 

And  so  descendeth  down  from  gestes  olde 
To  Diomede :  and  thus  she  spakandtolde. 

*  This  ilke  boor  bitokneth  Diomede, 
Tydeus  sone,  that  doun  descended  is 
Fro  Meleagre,  that  made  the  boor  to  blede : 
And  thy  lady,  wher-so  she  be,  y-wis. 
This  Diomede  her  herte  hath,  and  she  his. 
Wep  if  thou  wolt,  or  lef !     For  out  of  doute 
This  Diomede  is  inne,  and  thou  art  oute  ! ' 


•Thou  seyst  not  soth,*  quod  he, 

sorceresse, 
With  al  thy  &lse  gost  of  prophecye  ! 
Thou  wenest  ben  a  gret  devineresse  ! 
Now  seestow  not  this  fool  of  fantasye 
That  peyneth  her  on  ladies  for  to  lye  ! 


e'mrtuM  habet  rages  itMontet  preUa  septem ; 
<n  Atfie  Loum  quinto  ■anatur  et  «oguis{ 
Archimori  Inistuni  stxu  ludique  legantur ; 
Dae  Graios  Thebes  et  Tatem  teptimus  ombris ; 
Oetmv  cecklit  Tideos,  spe%  ria  Pelascis : 
Ypoaaedon  none  moiitur  cum  Parthonopeo ; 
Fnlmiae  percoauis,  dttim»  Capaneus  superatur ; 


Mhou 

1530 


Vmkcimo  sese  perimunt  per  vulnera  fhthes ; 
Affsluain  flentem  narrat  atttdtnus  et  igncin. 

I503>i504.  J  G  read  : 

And  how  Ypomedon  with  blody  wounde 

And  ek  Farthooop^  in  litel  stounde 

Bea  slasm,  and  how  Cappaneus  the  pioude 

1503.  dtd^  Cp.  dtdt  (read  f  deyde  PdrtkonojH: 

1S08.  Yit «/,  so  A ;  rest  At, 

1 5 16.  wkersOf  CI.  «oA^r  thai;  J  and  others 
wker  (read  ^  And  thus  thy  lady^  wker  she  be^ 
f-wis). 

1524.   TAat  /eyrutk  (7X  all  Peyneth. 


Awey !  *  quod  he,  *  Ther  Joves  yive  thee 

sorwe  1 
Thou  shaltben  fals  paraunteryit  to-morwe ! 

'  As  wel  thou  mightest  lyen  on  Alceste, 
That  was  of  cr^tures,  but  men  lyc. 
That  evere  weren,  kindest  and  the  beste : 
For  whan  her  housband  was  in  jupartye 
To  dye  himself  but-if  she  wolde  dye,  1531 
She  ches  for  him  to  dye  and  gon  to  helle. 
And  starf  anon,  as  us  the  bokes  telle  ! ' 

Cassandre  go'th  :  and  he  with  cruel  herte 
Foryat  his  wo  for  angre  of  her  speche. 
And  from  his  bed  al  sodeinly  he  sterte. 
As  though  al  hool  him  hadde  maad  a  leche. 
And  day  by  day  he  gan  enquere  and  seche 
A  soth  of  this  with  al  his  fulle  cure  : 
And  thus  he  drieth  forth  his  aventure.  1540 

— Fortune,  which  that  permutacioun 
Of  thinges  hath,  as  it  is  her  committed 
By  piirveyauncc  and  disposicioun 
Of  heighe  Jove,  as  regnes  shal  be  flitted 
Fro  folk  to  folk,  or  whan  they  shal  be 

smitted, 
Gan  pulle  awey  the  fetheres  brighte  ofTroye 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  they  ben  bare  of  joye. 

Among  al  this,  the  fyn  of  the  parodie 
Of  Ector  gan  aprochen  wonder  blive :  1549 
The  Fate  wolde,  his  soule  sholde  unbodie. 
And  shapen  hadde  a  mene  it  out  to  drive 
Ayeins  which  £ite  him  helpeth  notjto  strive ; 
But  on  a  day  to  fighten  gan  he  wende. 
At  which,  alias,  he  caughte  his  lives  ende. 

For  which  me  thinketh  every  maner  wight 
That  haunteth  armes  oughte  to  biwailc 
The   deth  of  him  that  was  so  noble  a 

knight,; 
For,  as  he  drough  a  king  by  th'aventaile, 
Unwar  of  this,  Achilles,  thorugh  the  maile 
And  thorugh  the  body  gan  him  for  to  rive  ; 
And  thus  this  worthy  knight  was  brought 

of  live.  1561 

1537.  Aicesttf  Alcestis.  See  1.  1778,  and 
L.u.iy.  A32,  etc 

1532.  y&r  him  to  dye  and  gen,  J  O  to  dye(G 
detn)  and  ek  to  gon, 

1543.  jgyj  S  y  Thotugh, 

1558.  This  account  of  the  death  of  Hector 
seems  to  have  been  taken  from  Benoit. 
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TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDB 


BOOKT 


For  whom,  as  olde  bokes  tellen  us. 
Was  maad  swich  wo,  that  tonge  it  may  not 

telle, 
And  namely,  the  sorwe  of  Troilus, 
That  next  him  was  of  worthinesse  welle  : 
And  in  this  wo  gan  Troilus  to  dwelle, 
That,  what  for  sorwe,  and  love,  and  for 

unreste, 
Ful  ofte  a  day  he  bad  his  hertc  breste. 

But  natheles,  though  he  gan  him  despeire. 
And  dredde  ay  that  his  lady  was  untrewe, 
Yit  ay  on  her  his  herte  gan  repeire  ;  1571 
And  as  thise  lovers  don,  he  soughte  ay 

newc 
To  gete  ayein  Criseyde  bright  of  hewe. 
And  in  his  herte  he  wente  her  ^xcusinge, 
That  Calcas  caused  al  her  taryinge. 

And  ofte  time  he  was  in  purpos  grete 
Himselven  lik  a  pilgrim  to  disgise, 
To  sen  her  ;  but  he  may  not  contrefetc 
To  ben  unknowe  of  folk  that  weren  wise, 
Ne  findc  excuse  aright  that  may  suffise. 
If  he  among  the  Grekes  knowen  were  : 
For  which  he  wep  ful  ofte,  and  many  a 
tere.  1582 

To  her  he  wrot  yit  ofte  time  al  newe 
Ful  pitously, — he  lefte  it  not  forslouthe, — 
Biseching  her  that,  sin  that  he  was  trewc. 
That  she  wol  come  ayein  and  holde  her 

trouthe  : 
For  which  Criseyde  upon  a  day,  for  routhe 
(I  take  it  so,)  touching  al  this  mature 
Wrot  him  ayein,   and   seide  as  ye  may 

here. —  1589 

'  Cupides  sone,  cnsaumplc  of  godlihede, 

0  swerd  of  knighthod,  sours  of  gentilesse  ! 
How  mighte  a  wight,  in  torment  and  in 

dredc 
And  heleles,  you  scnde  as  yit  gladn^ssc  ? 

1  hertcles,  I  sik,  I  in  distresse  ! 

Sin  yc  with  me,  nor  I  with  you  may  dele, 
Vou  neither  scnde  ich  herte  may  ne  hele  ! 

1570.  dredde  ay,   J    P  G    H3  dred{d)e ;    H4 
dredde  et'ere. 

1577.  disgise,  I  Hi  CI.  degise. 

1582.  arui,  f i  Hj  CI.  omit. 

1590.  Crcssida's letter  is  not  in  Bo<caccio. 


<  Your  lettres  fill,  the  papir  al  y-pleptd, 
Conceyved  hath  in3m  b^es  piet^ :  igl  i 
I  have  ek  seyn  with  teres  al  depejnted  | 
Your  lettre,  and  how  that  y^  reqneicn  me  ' 
To  come  ayein,  which  yit  ne  may  not  be: 
But  why,  lest  that  this  lettre  foimden  woe,  i 
No  mencioun  ne  make  I  now  for  fere. 

*■  Grevous  to  me,  God  wot,  is  yoar  onrestt^ 
Your  haste,  and  that  the  Goddcs  onfi- 

naunce, 
It  semeth  not  ye  take  it  for  the  beste ; 
Nor  other   thing   n*is    in   your  remcm- 

braunce, 
As  thinketh  me,  but  only  your  plesaimce. 
But  beth  not  wroth,  and  that  lyoo  bisedie ; 
For  that  I  tarieisal  for  wikked  spedie.  rf*9 

^  For  I  have  herd  wel  more  than  I  wen*de^ 
Touchingus  two  howthingeshany-stande, 
Which  I  shal  with  dissimulinge  amende. 
And  beth  not  wroth,  I  haveek  understoode 
}{ow  ye  ne  don  but  holden  me  in  honde. 
But  now  no  fors  :  I  can  not  in  )xn]  gesse 
But  allc  trouthe  and  alle  gentilesse. 

*"  Comen  I  wol ;  but  yit  in  swich  disioyiu 
I  stonde  as  now,  that  what  yer  or  what  day 
That  this  shal  be,  that  can  I  nota-poynt  idao 
But  in  effect,  I  preye  you  as  I  may 
Of  your  good -word  and  of  your  frendship 

ay; 
For  trewely,  whil-that  my  lif  may  dure, 
As  for  a  frend  ye  may  in  me  assure. 

*  Yet  preye  I  you,  on  yvel  ye  ne  take 
That  it  is  short  which  that  I  to  you  wiite. 
I  dar  not,  ther  I  am,  wel  lettres  make, 
Ne  nevere  yit  ne  coude  I  wel  endite. 
£k  gret  effect  men  write  in  place  lite : 
Th'entente  is  al,  and  not  the  lettres  space. 
And  farHh  now  wel,  God  have  you  in  his 
grace  ! ' —  1631 

This  Troilus  this  lettre  thoughteal  straunge 
Whan  he  it  saugh,  and  sorwfully  he  sighte: 

1598.  >/>/•,  .so  J  SCp. ;  R/wv/r/;  rest/fA<rl 
tete. 

161 8.  disioyni^  T  and  others  disioinit. 

1620.  a-ftynt^  J  poynie ;  CI.  ami  other*  <*^ 
{fyoynte.    (Sec  lii.  496,  497.) 
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)ughte  it  lik  a  kalendes  of  chaunge. 

ily  he  fill  ne  trowen  mighte 

le  ne  wolde  him  holden  that  she 

highte ; 

h  fill  yvel  wil  list  him  to  leve 

^eth  wel,  in  swich  cas,  though  him 

greve  ! 

heles  men  seyn  that  at  the  laste, 
thing,  men  shal  the  sothe  see  !  1640 
ich  a  cas  bitidde,  and  that  as  fiaiste, 
roilus  wel  understood  that  she 
•t  so  kinde  as  that  her  oughte  be  ; 
aly  he  wot  now,  out  of  doute, 
is  lost  that  he  hath  ben  aboute. 

i  on  a  day  in  his  mal^ncolye 
roilus,  and  in  suspicioun 
for  whom  he  wenMe  for  to  dye  : 
bifel  that  thorugh-out  Troye  toun, 
:he  gise,  y-born  was  upand  doun  1650 
IX  cote-armure,  as  seith  the  storie, 
Deiph^be  in  signe  of  his  victoric  : 

liche  cote,  as  telleth  Lollius, 
be  it  hadde  y-rent  fro  Diomede 
me  day.     And  whan  this  Troilus 
h,  he  gan  to  taken  of  it  hede, 
;  of  the  lengthe  and  of  the  brede 
the  werk.     But,  as  he  gan  biholde, 
leinliche  his  hertc  gan  to  colde, 

hat  on  the  coler  fond  withinnc  1660 
he,  that  he  Criseyde  yaf  that  morwe 
le  from  Troye  moste  nedes  twinne, 
^mbraunce  of  him  and  of  his  sorwe. 
e  him  leydcayein  her  feith  to  borwe 
e  it  ay  !  But  now  ful  wel  he  wiste, 
ly  n*as  no  lenger  on  to  tristc. 

th  him  hom,  and  gan  ful  sone  sende 
jidarus  ;  and  al  this  newe  chaunce 
this  broche  he  tolde  him,  word  and 

ende, 

jyning  of  her  hertes  variaunce,  1670 
•nge   love,    his    trouthe,    and   his 

penaunce. 

ter  deth,  withouten  wordes  more, 
te  he  cri'de,  his  restc  him  to  restore. 

LoUiuty  Boccaccio.    (See  i.  394  note.) 


Than   spak  he  thus,    <0   lady  bright, 

Criseyde, 
Wher  is  your  feith,  and  wher  is  your 

biheste  ? 
Wher  is  your  love  ?     Wher  is  your  trouthe  ? ' 

he  seyde ; 

*  Of  Diomede  have  ye  now  al  this  feste  ! 
Alias  !  I  wolde  han  trowed  at  the  leste 
That,  sin  ye  n'olde  in  trouthe  tome  stonde, 
That  ye  thus  n'olde  han  holden  me  in 

hondc !  1680 

*\Vho  shal  now  trowe  on  any  oothes  mo  ? 
Alias  !     I  n'olde  nevere  han  wen*d  or  this 
That  ye,  Criseyde,  coude  han  changed  so, 
Ne,  but  I  hadde  agilt  and  don  amis. 
So  cruel  wen'de  I  not  your  herte,  y-wis. 
To  slee  me  thus !     Alias,  your  name  of 

trouthe 
Is  now  fordon  :  and  that  is  al  my  routhe  ! 

*  Was  ther  non  other  broche  you  liste  lete 
To  feffe  withyour  newe  love,*quod  he,  X689 
'  But  thUlke  broche  that  I  with  teres  wete 
You  yaf  as  for  a  r^membraunce  of  me  ? 
Non  other  cause,  alias,  ne  hadden  ye 
But  for  despit,  and  ek  for-that  ye  mente 
Al  outrely  to  shewen  your  entente  ! 

*  Thorugh  which  I  see  that  cleneout  of  your 

minde 
Ye  han  me  cast !  And  I  ne  can  ne  may, 
For  al  this  world,  within  myn  herte  finde 
T'unloven  you  a  quarter  of  a  day  ! 
In  cursed  time  I  bom  was,  weylawey,  1699 
That  you,  that  don  me  al  this  wo  endure, 
Yit  love  I  best  of  any  cr^ture  ! 

'  Now  God,*  quod  he,  *  me  send^  yit  the 

grace. 
That  I  may  meten  with  this  Diomede  ! 
And  trewely,  if  I  have  might  and  space. 
Yet  shal  I  make,  I  hope,  his  sides  blede  ! 
0|God,'quodhe,  *  that  oughtest  taken  hede 
To  furihren  trouthe,  and  wronges  to  punfce, 
WTiy  n'iltow  donavengeaunccon  this  vice? 

'  O  Pandar,  that  in  dremes  for  to  triste 
Me    blamed    hast,    and    wont   art   ofte 
upbreyde,  1710 

1674.  brighit  H3  S  Y  myn  (B<k..\ 
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WOOL^ 


Now  maystow  sen  thjreelf,  if  that  thee  liste, 
How   trewe    is   now   thy   nece    bright, 

Criseyde  I 
In  sondry  formes,  God  it  wot,*  he  seyde, 

*  The  Goddes  shewen  bothe  joye  and  tcnc 
In  slep,  and  by  my  drem  it  is  now  sene. 

*  And  certeinly,  withoute  more  speche. 
From  hennesforth,  as  ferforth  as  I  may, 
Myn  owne  deth  in  armes  wol  I  seche  : 

I  recche  not  how  sone  be  the  day  ! 
But  trewely  Criseyde,  swete  may,       1720 
Whom  I  have  ay  with  al  my  mighty-served. 
That  ye  thus  don,  I  n'havcit  not  deserved !' 

Th  is  Pandarus,  that  alle  these  thinges  herde, 
And  wiste  wel  he  seide  a  soth  of  this. 
He  not  a  word  ayein  to  him  answ^rde ; 
For  sory  of  his  frendes  sorwe  he  is, 
And  shamed  for  his  nece  hath  don  amis ; 
And  stant,  astoned  of  thise  causes  tweye. 
As  stille  as  ston :  a  word  ne  coude  he  seyc. 

But  atthelastc  thus  he  spak  and  seide :  1730 

*  My  brother  dcre,  I  may  do  thee  no  more ! 
What  sholde    I    seyc?      I   hate,   y-wis, 

Criseyde ; 
And  God  wot,  I  wol  hate  her  evercmore  ! 
And  that  thou  me  bisoughtest  don  of  yore, 
Having  unto  myn  honour  ne  my  reste 
Right  no  reward,  I  dide  al  that  thee  lestc. 

*  If  I  dide  aught  that  mighte  liken  thee. 
It  is  mc  lief.     And  of  this  treson  now, 
God  wot  that  it  a  sorwe  is  unto  mc  ! 
And  dredeles,  for  hertes  ese  of  yow,  1740 
Right  fayn  I  wolde  amende  it,  wiste  I  how. 
And  fro  this  world,  almighty  God  I  preye, 
Deli  vcre  her  sone !    I  can  no  more  seye ! ' — 

Gret  was  the  sorwe  and  pleynte  of  Troilus. 
But  forth  her  cours  Fortune  ay  gan  to  holde : 
Criseyde  lov'th  the  sone  of  Tydcus, 
And  Troilus  mot  wei>e  in  cares  colde  ! 
S  wich  is  this  world !  \\Tio-so  it  can  biholdc, 
In  ech  cstat  is  litel  hertes  reste  ! 
God  levc  us  for  to  take  it  for  the  beste !  1750 

In  many  cruel  l>ataille,  out  of  drcde, 
Of  Troilus,  this  ilkc  noble  knight, 


17.U.  tio  thcfy  J  CI.  thtt  do. 


As  men  may  in  thise  olde  \xkx%  rede, 
Was  sene  his  knighthod  and  his  grde 

might. 
And  dredeles,  his  ire,  day  and  ni^it, 
Ful  cruely  the  Grek^  ay  aboug^te, 
And  alwey  most  this  Diomedehesoi^lni 

And  ofte  time,  I  finde  that  they  mette 
With  blody  strokes  and  with  wordes  gict^ 
Assaying  howhir  speres  weren  i^ette ;  tfk 
And  God  it  wot,  with  many  a  cruel  bete 
Gan  Troilus  upon  his  helm  to  bete  t 
But  natheles,  Fortune  it  nought  ne  wolck, 
Of  othres  bond  that  either  deye  sbokle. 

— And  if  I  hadde  y-taken  for  to  writen 
The  armes  of  this  ilke  worthy  man. 
Than  wolde  I  of  his  batailles  enditen. 
But  for-that  I  to  writen  first  bigan 
Of  his  lovjnge,  I  have  seid  as  I  can.  vf^ 
His  worthy  dedes,  who-so  list  hem  here, 
Red  Dares  :  he  can  telle  hem  alle  i-iat. 

Biseching  every  lady  bright  of  hewe 
And  every  gentil  woman,  what  she  be, 
That,  al  be  that  Criseyde  was  untreve, 
That  for  that  gilt  ye  be  not  wroth  with  mc: 
Ye  may  her  gilt  in  othre  bokes  see  ! 
And  gladlier  I  wol  write,  yif  you  lestc, 
Penelopees  trouthe  and  goode  Alceste  1 

N'  I  sey  not  this  al-only  for  thise  men ; 
But  most  for  wommen  that  bitraysed  be  17S0 
Thorugh  false  folk,    God  yivc  hem  sonre, 

amen  ! 
That  with  hir  grete  wit  and  subtilt^ 
Bitrayse  you  !     And  this  corameveth  roe 
To  speke;  and,  in  effect,  you  alle  I  prey«. 
Beth  ware  of  men,  and  hcrkncth  what  I 

seye ! 

— Go,  litel  book!  Go,  litel  m>'n  tragedie! 
Ther  God  thy  maker  yit,  or- that  he  dye. 
So  sende  might  to  make  in  som  commie ! 
But,  litel  book,  no  making  thou  n'envye, 
But  subgit  be  to  alle  poesye  !  1790 

1 761.  ftioHy  a,  J  and  others  many. 
1760.  Icvinge,  so  S ;   rest  Unt,    (See  I.  1835.) 
{^tsA\  As  ^  his  Uk'c  .  .  .) 
*775«  ^'<*«  R  S  y  shf. 
1776.  othrCt  Ho  Hi  othrts. 
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:he  steppes  wher-as  thou  seest  pace 
Ovide,  Om^r,  Lucdn,  and  Stace  ! 

iher  is  so  gret  diversite 
ssh  and  in  writing  of  our  tonge, 
to  God  that  non  miswrile  thee, 
mismetre  for  defaute  of  tonge  1 

wher-so  thou  be  or  elles  songe, 
u  be  understonde  God  biseche  ! — 
.0  purpos  of  my  rather  speche. 

raththe,  as  I  bigan  you  for  to  seye, 
IS  the  Grekes  t)oughten  dere ;  1801 
sandes  his  hondes  maden  deye, 
at  was  withouten  any  perc 
or  in  his  time,  as  I  can  here, 
awcy,  save  only  Goddes  wille, 
isly  him  slough  the  fierse  Achille. 

n  that  he  was  slayn  in  this  manere 
e  goost  ful  blisfully  is  went 
e  holwnesse  of  the  eighte  spere, 
rs  leting  everich  element :      1810 
he  saugh  with  fill  avisement 
k  sterres,  herkning  arnionye 
nes  fulle  of  hevenissh  melodyc. 

n  from  thennes  faste  he  gan  avise 
spot  of  erthe  that  with  the  see 
i  is,  and  fully  gan  despise 
cched  world,  and  held  al  vanite 
:t  of  the  pleyne  felicite 
hevene  above.    And  at  the  laste, 
was  slayn  his  loking  down  he 
iste,  1820 

imself  he  lough  right  at  the  wo 
hat  wepen  for  his  deth  so  faste, 

r^,  so  P  H4  CI.  Th.  only ;  rest  x/oc/. 
•y  to  God,  so  J  P  Cx. ;  others  /rry  I 
y  I  God^  prey  thy  God. 
dbis€ch4,  so  J  R  A  Cp.  CI. ;  others  God 
tck€. 

ilpitously,  Cx.  S  y  Dupitousty.   (Boc 
te.) 

le  following  three  stanzas  are  from  the 
the  death  of  Arcite  in  Boccaccio's 
rhey  are  omitted  in  H3  H4,  and  in- 
in  P. 

hte,  J  viiji   others  sevtnth*.     (Boc. 
avtta  del  cielo  oltava.) 
c.  Degli  element!  i  conuessi  lasciando. 
i^haucer  uses  coftvtn  here  with  the 
■  cottvex.) 


And  dampned  al  our  werk,  that  folwe^  so 
The  blinde  lust  the  whiche  that  may  not 

laste,* 
And  sholden  al  our  herte  on  hevene  caste. 
And  forth  he  wente,  shortly  for  to  telle, 
Ther-as  Mercuric  sorted  him  to  dwelle. 

Swich  fyn  hath  tho  this  Troilus  for  love  ! 
Swich  fyn  hath  al  his  grete  worthinesse  ! 
Swich  fyn  hath  his  estat  redl  above  !  1830 
Swich  fyn  his  lust,  swich  fyn  hath  his 

noblesse  ! 
Swich  fyn,  this  felseworldcsbrotelnesse ! — 
And  thus  bigan  his  loving  of  Criseyde 
As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  wise  he  deyde. 

— O  yonge  fresshe  folkes,  he  or  she. 

In  whiche  ay  love  up-groweth  with  your 

age, 
Rejieireth  hom  fro  worldly  vanit^  ! 
And  of  your  herte  up-casteth  the  visige 
To  th'ilke  God  that  after  his  imige 
Vou  made ;  and   thinketh  al  n'is  but  a 

faire  1840 

This  world,  that  passeth  sone  as  flourcs 

faire  ! 

And  loveth  Him,  the  whiche  that  right 

for  love 
Upon  a  cros,  our  soules  for  to  beye. 
First  starf,  and  roos,  and  sit  in  hevene 

above  ; 
For  He  n'il  falsen  no  wight,  dar  I  seye. 
That  wol  his  herte  al  hooUy  on  him  leye ! 
And  sin  He  best  to  love  is,  and  most  meke, 
What  nedeth  feyned  loves  for  to  seke  ? 

Lo  here,  of  payens  corsed  olde  rites  ! 
Lo   here,    what   alle    hir    Goddes   may 

availe !  1850 

Lo  here,  thisc  wrccched  worldes  appetites  I 
Lo  here,  the  fyn  and  guerdon  for  travaile 
Of  Jove,    AppoUo,   of  Mars,   of  swich 

rascaile ! 
I^  here,  the  forme  of  olde  clerkes  speche 
In  poetrye,  if  ye  hir  bokes  seche  I 

1823.  folwen  (?),  aW/ohve/k. 

1824.  /Aat,  J  D  fu:  Hj  CI.  omit. 

1831.  AafA,  H4  omits. 

1832.  M«  (?X  H2  >t«/A  /A«;  H4  AafA  the;  J 
and  others  hati. 


1836.  ar,  so  J  P  H]  H4  Hy ;  R  Cx.  S  y  thai. 
1842.  tktf  J  and  others  omit. 
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TBE  BOUS  OF  FAME 


moral  Gower,  this  book  I  directe 
To  thee,  and  to  thee,  philosophical  Strode, 
To  vouchen-sauf,  ther  nede  is,  to  correcte. 
Of  your  benignet^  and  zeles  gode. — 
And  to  that  sothiast  Crist,  that  stazf  on 

rode,  i860 

With  al  m)Ti  herte,  of  mercyevere  I  preye, 
And  to  the  Lord  right  thus  I  speke  and 

seye : 

Thou  oon,  and  two,  and  three,  eteme  on- 

live, 
That  regnest  ay  in  three  and  two  and  oon, 
Uncircumscript,  and  al  maystdrcumscrive. 
Us  from  visible  and  invisible  foon 
Defende  I    And  to  thy  merc)',  everichoon. 
So  make  us,  Jesus,  for  thy  mercy  digne. 
For  love  of  mayde  and  moder  thyn  benigne ! 


CHAUCER'S  WORDS  UNTO 
ADAM,  HIS  OWXE  SCRY- 
\'EYNE 

Adam  Scri\'eyn,  if  ever  it  thee  bi£dk 
Boece  or  Troylus  for  to  writen  newe, 
Under  thy  long  lokkes  thoa  most  hfvi 

the  scalle 
But  after  my  making  thoo  write  matt 

trcwe. 
So  ofte  a  da}'e  I  root  thy  werk  renewe, 
Hit  to  correcte  and   eek  to  rubbe  an^ 

scrape; 
And  al  is  through   thy  negligence  aad 

rape. 


THE   HOUS  OF  FAME 


FIRST  BOOK 


(Proem) 


God  turne  us  every  dreem  to  gode  ! 
For  hit  is  wonder,  Ix;  the  Rode, 
To  my  wyt,  what  causeth  swevenes 
Hither  on  morwes,  or  on  evenes  ; 
And  why  thcffect  folweth  of  somme, 
And  of  s<jmmc  hit  shal  never  come  ; 
Why  that  is  an  avisioun, 
And  this  a  rcvelacioun  ; 
Why  this  a  dreem,  why  that  a  sweven, 
And  noght  U)  every  man  liche  even  ;      10 
Why  this  a  fantom,  why  these  oracles, 
I  noot  :  but  who-so  of  these  miracles 
The  causes  knoweth  bet  then  I, 
Dcvync  he  ;  for  I  certeynly 
Ne  can  hem  noght,  ne  never  thynke 
To  bcsily  my  wyt  to  sw)'nke, 
To  knowc  of  hir  signifiauncc 


y.  V  a  viihun;  Cx.  that  it  is  a  visioun;  Th. 
that  it  is. 
8.  All  iiiMrt  ivhy^  caught  from  line  above. 
17.  P  Cx.  Th.  tignificacicn*. 


The  gendres  neither  the  distaunce 

Of  t}'mes  of  hem,  ne  the  causes. 

Or  why  this  more  then  that  cause  b ;   x 

As  if  folkes  complexiouns 

Make  hem  dreme  of  reflexiouns  ; 

Or  elles  thus,  as  other  sayn. 

For  to  greet  feblenesse  of  her  brayn. 

By  abstinence,  or  by  seeknesse, 

Prisoun,  stewe  or  greet  distresse ; 

Or  elles  by  disordynaunce, 

Of  naturel  acustomaunce. 

That  somme  men  ben  to  curious 

In  studie,  or  melancolious  ;  10 

Or  thus,  so  inly  ful  of  drede. 

That  no  man  may  him  bote  rede ; 

Or  elles  that  devocioun 

Of  somme,  and  contemplacioun, 

Causeth  swiche  dremes  ofte  ; 

18.  Cx.  Th.  dystinctioHS. 

19.  P  Cx.  Th.  insert  th4  before  tymn. 
90.  F  B  For  why.    All  read  tkit  is, 
26.  P  stM;  Cx.  Th.  sttyffcK  ttewe, 
33.  F  B  ^/r  bede. 
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e  cruel  lyf  unsofte 

se  ilke  lovers  leden, 

n  over  moche  or  dreden, 

y  hir  impressiouns 

.'m  have  visiouns  ;  40 

spirits  have  the  myght 

3lk  to  dreme  a-nyght ; 

oule,  of  propre  kynde, 

it  as  men  fynde, 

)rwot  that  is  to  come, 

lit  warneth  alle  and  somme 

e  of  her  aventures, 

ns,  or  by  figures, 

ur  flesh  ne  hath  no  myght 

tonden  hit  aright,  50 

warned  to  derkly ; 

he  cause  is,  noght  wot  I. 

le,  of  this  thyng,  grete  clerkes, 

of  that,  and  other  werkes  ; 
Don  opinioun 
J  make  mencioun ; 
that  the  holy  rode 
ivery  dreem  to  gode  ; 
sith  that  I  was  bom, 
1  elles  me  beforn,  60 

rowe  stedfastly, 
-ful  a  dreem  as  I 
I  day  [dide]  of  Decembre  ; 
I,  as  I  can  now  remembre, 

tellen  every  dele. 

( The  Invocation) 

ny  gynnyng,  trusteth  wel, 

e  invocacioun, 

ial  devocioun 

jod  of  slepe  anoon, 

leth  in  a  cave  of  stoon,  70 

reem  that  cometh  fro  Lete, 

flood  of  helle  unswete, 

*olk  men  clepe  Cym^rie  ; 

>eth  ay  this  god  unmerie, 

etn  avisiouns. 

t  reads  dide  for  now  of  the  MSS.    P 
on^ly  insert  dide  before  /  in  1.  6a, 
ht  It  from  its  right  place  in  1.  63. 
'  for  tunv;  Cx.  omits  M^nv. 
omit  this  and  next  line. 
^  sle^y  Morphetis ;  cp.  Deth*  qf  the 
137. 9xAMetamorfhosest  xi.  1.  593  ff. 
Lethe, 
r/ir,  Cimmeria. 


With  his  slepy  thousand  sones, 

That  alway  for  to  slepe  hir  wone  is  ; 

That  to  this  god,  that  I  of  rede, 

Preye  I,  that  he  wol  me  spede, 

My  sweven  for  to  telle  aright, 

If  every  dreem  stonde  in  his  myght ;     80 

And  he  that  mover  is  of  al 

That  is  and  was,  and  ever  shal, 

So  yive  hem  joye  that  hit  here, 

Of  alle  that  they  dreme  to-yere ; 

And  for  to  stonden  alle  in  grace 

Of  hir  loves,  or  in  what  place 

That  hem  were  levest  for  to  stonde, 

And  shelde  hem  fro  pov^rte  and  shonde, 

And  fro  unhappe  and  ech  disese, 

And  sende  hem  al  that  may  hem  plese,   90 

That  take  hit  wel  and  scome  hit  noght, 

Ne  hit  mysdemen  in  her  thoght, 

Through  malicious  entencioun. 

And  who-so,  through  presumpcioun, 

Or  hate,  or  scome,  or  through  env^e, 

Dispit,  or  jape,  or  vilan^e, 

Mysdeme  hit,  pray  I  Jesus  God, 

That  (dreme  he  barfoot,  dreme  he  shod)^ 

That  every  harm,  that  any  man 

Hath  had  sith  the  world  began, 

Be&lle  him  th^rof,  or  he  sterve, 

And  graunt  he  mote  hit  fill  deserve, 

Lo  !  with  swich  a  conclusioun. 

As  hadde  of  his  avisioun 

Cresus,  that  was  kyng  of  Lyde, 

That  high  upon  a  gebet  dyde  ! 

This  prayer  shal  he  have  of  me ; 

I  am  no  bet  in  charit6. 

Now  herkneth,  as  I  have  yow  seyd. 
What  that  I  mette  or  I  abreyd. 


100 


xxo 


{The  Dream) 

Of  Decembre  the  tenthe  day, 
Whan  hit  was  nyght,  to  slepe  I  lay, 
Right  ther  as  I  was  wonte  to  done. 
And  fil  on  slepe  wonder  sone, 
As  he  that  wery  was  for-go 
On  pilgrymage  myles  two 
To  the  aSrseynt  Leonard, 
To  make  lythe  of  that  was  hard. 

But  as  I  sleep,  me  mette  I  was 


105.  Cresus^  Croesus^  king  of  Lydia. 
1 19.  MSS.  stefte.    Cp.  1.  438. 
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BOOK  I 


lao 


Withyn  a  temple  y-mad  of  glas  ; 

In  whiche  ther  were  mo  ymdges 

Of  gold,  stondynge  in  divers  stages, 

And  mo  riche  tabernacles, 

And  with  perre  mo  pynacles. 

And  mo  curious  portreytures, 

And  queynte  maner  of  figures 

Of  golde  werke,  then  I  sawgh  ever. 

But  ccrteynly  I  nyste  never 

Wher  that  I  was,  but  wel  wyste  I, 

Hit  was  of  Venus  redely,  130 

This  temple  ;  for  in  portreyture, 

I  saw  anoon  right  hir  figure 

Naked  fletynge  in  a  see. 

And  also  on  hir  heed,  parde, 

Hir  rose  garlond  white  and  reed, 

And  hir  comb  to  kembe  hir  heed, 

Hir  dowves,  and  daun  Cupid6, 

1  lir  blynde  sone,  and  Vulcano, 

That  in  his  face  was  ful  broun. 

But  as  I  romed  up  and  doun,  140 

I  fond  that  on  a  walle  ther  was 
Thus  writen  on  a  table  of  bras  ; 
*  I  wol  now  synge,  gif  that  I  can, 
The  amies,  and  also  the  man, 
That  first  cam,  through  his  destince, 
Fugitif  of  Troy  contree. 
In  It;lile,  with  ful  moche  pyne. 
Unto  the  strondes  of  Lavyne.' 
And  tho  began  the  story  anoon, 
As  I  shal  telle  you  echoon.  150 

First  saw  I  the  destruccioun 
Of  Troye  through  the  Greek  S>T»oun, 
[That]  with  his  false  forswer>'nge. 
And  his  chere  and  his  lesynge 
Made  the  hors  broght  into  Troye, 
Through  which  Troyens  loste  al  her  joyc. 

And  after  this  was  grave,  alias  ! 
How  Ilioun  assailed  was 
And  wonne,  and  kyng  Priam  y-slayn, 
And  Polites,  his  sone,  certayne,  160 

Dispitously  of  daun  Pirrus. 


135 

next  1 

M3- 

148. 

»53- 
J  58. 
x6x. 


inc 


P  Her  roosgarlaftd  on  hir  htdr,  and  om. 
If  ;  Cx.  Kosf  garlofuies  s^ttcUynge  as  a 
A rui  ahoJJcyng  about  her  hede. 
Cx.  u>old  .  .  .  mnu  ami  / ;  F  B  say  for 

Lavyne,  I^avinium. 

Synouft,  Sinon  ;  cp.  y^n.  ii.  1.  195. 

All  omit  That. 

Ilioun,  Ilium. 

Pirrtls,  Pyrrhus. 


«7> 


zio 


And  next  that  saw  I  how  Vcdus, 
Whan  that  she  saw  the  castel  brende, 
Doun  fro  the  hevene  gan  descende, 
And  bad  hir  sone  Eneas  flee ; 
And  how  he  fledde,  and  how  that  he 
Escaped  was  from  al  the  pres. 
And  took  his  finder,  Anchis^ 
And  bar  him  on  his  bakke  away. 
Crying,  *  Alias,  and  welaway  ! ' 
The  whiche  Anchises  m  his  honde 
Bar  the  goddes  of  the  londe, 
Thilke  that  unbrende  were. 

And  I  saw  next  in  al  this  fere, 
How  Creusa,  daun  Eneas  wyf. 
Which  that  he  lovede  as  his  lyf. 
And  hir  yonge  sone  lulo 
And  eek  Ascanius  als6, 
Fledden  eek  with  drery  chere. 
That  hit  was  pitee  for  to  here ; 
And  in  a  forest  as  they  wente. 
At  a  tumynge  of  a  wente. 
How  Creusa  was  y-lost,  alias  ! 
That  deed, — ne  wot  I  how — she  was ; 
How   he    hir    soughte,    and    how  hir 

gost 
Bad  hym  to  flee  the  Grekes  ost, 
And  seyde,  he  moste  into  Itaile, 
As  was  his  destinee,  sauns  faille, 
That  hit  was  pitee  for  to  here. 
Whan  hir  spirit  gan  appere. 
The  wordes  that  to  him  she  seyde. 
And  for  to  kepe  hir  sone  him  preyde. 

Ther  saw  I  graven  eek  how  he. 
His  fader  eek,  and  his  meynee. 
With  his  shipi>es  gan  to  saile 
Toward  the  contree  of  Itaile, 
As  streight  as  that  they  myghtc  go. 

Ther  saw  I  thee,  cruel  Juno, 
That  art  daun  Jupit^res  wyf. 
That  hast  y-hated,  al  thy  lyf, 
Al  the  Troyanyshe  blood, 
Renne  and  crye,  as  thou  were  wood, 
On  Eolus,  the  god  of  wyndes. 
To  blowen  out  of  alle  kyndes 
So  loude  that  he  shulde  drenche 
Lord  and  lady,  grome  and  wenche 

177.  luid,  lulus,  the  same  person  as  Axzum', 
cp.  j^n.  i.  I.  267. 
184.  All  MSS.  read  net  {^mt «»/). 
Z96.  P  omits  this  line. 
198.  P  Cx.  Th.  insert  eek  before  iket. 


vp 


w 


S6o 


Ii  Mocuiie,  nuDs  Ikile, 
I.I  iMile,  tifl 

'Xcs,  regioun, 

ta™  how  to  I'laUe 

ojiipeat  al  bcean, 
isiL-  his  stetesman, 
:  atcTc,  oi  he  look  keep, 
I,  loss  he  sleep. 
*  1  how  Sibyle 

inii  Palinunas, 
,  Lind  Deiphebus, 


.!■  nillelh  tor  to  knowe, 

'  T  iiri  ClaiuliiiUi 
ili.ii  Kit  icUcean.  a 

1  i^ravB  111  thstiLvaili' 

Iwl  in  Iluile: 
>iLg  Lalyne  his  <tctt, 
<:  hitnillts  Ihat  he 

rlf,  niifl  cek  his  knyEhle*, 
I  ^il  y-wonni!  his  r^htcs  ; 
.-  Tiiinus  refte  his  lyf, 

nTca  m  his  wyf; 

rnrivrlooa  ^gnaiU 

,iL- Juno,  Encis 

'  'giiic  «nd  hir  coni]ias, 

'"'\  of  him  cure, 
of  Veni!i».— 
[icyealway  ave  ns, 
■ji  »onvM  ligbtv  1 
i"ie  ujrcn  >1  ihis  si^lc 

'ItVtt  I,  *  thai  miulest  ui 
■•  Ich  nobleuc  i; 
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So  whan  she  saw  al-utterly. 
That  he  wolde  hir  of  trouthe  faile, 
And  wende  fro  hir  to  Itaile, 
She  gan  to  wringe  hir  hondes  two, 
'  Alias  ! '  qupd  she,  '  what  me  is  wo  !  30c 
Alias  !  is  every  man  thus  trewe, 
That  every  yeer  wolde  have  a  newe, 
If  hit  so  longe  tyme  dure  ? 
Or  elles  three,  peraventure  ? 
And  thus,  of  oon  he  wolde  have  fame 
In  magnyfying  of  his  name  ; 
Another  for  frendship,  seith  he  ; 
And  yet  ther  shal  the  thridde  be. 
That  shal  be  taken  for  delyt. 
Loo,  or  for  syngular  profit'  310 

In  swiche  wordcs  gan  to  pleyne 
Dido  of  hir  grete  peyne. 
As  me  mette  redely ; 
Non  other  autour  alegge  I. 

*  Alias  !  *  quod  she,  *  my  swete  hcrte. 
Have  pitee  of  my  sorwes  smerte, 
And  slee  me  not  !  go  noght  awey  !  * 

*  O  woful  Dido,  welaway  1  * 
Qu(k1  she  to  hir  selve  tho. 

*  O  Eneas  !  what  wil  ye  do  !  320 
O,  that  your  love,  ne  your  bonde, 

That  ye  ban  sworn  with  your  right  honde, 
Ne  my  cruel  deeth,'  quod  she, 

*  May  holde  you  still  beer  with  me  ! 
O,  havcth  of  my  deeth  pitee  ! 
Y-wys,  my  derc  hertc,  ye 
Knowen  ful  wel  that  never  yit. 

As  fer-forth  as  I  hadde  wyt, 

Agiltc  [I]  you  in  thoght  ne  dedc. 

O  men,  have  ye  swich  goodliheed         330 

In  speche,  and  never  a  deel  of  trouthe  ? 

Alias,  that  ever  hadde  routhe 

Any  woman  on  any  man  ! 

Now  see  I  wel,  and  telle  can, 

We  wrecched  wymmen  conne  noon  art ; 

For  certeyn,  for  the  more  parte. 

Thus  we  be  served  everichone. 

How  sore  that  ye  men  conne  grone, 

Anoon  as  we  have  you  rece)^ed, 

Certeinly  we  ben  decey\'ed  ;  340 

For,  though  your  love  laste  a  sesoun, 

Wayte  ujion  the  conclusioun. 


305.  Y  "^  Ax  thus, 

329.  All  omit  /. 

333.  P  Cx.  Th.  a/aU  man. 


And  eek  how  that  ye  d^ennynen, 
And  for  the  more  part  difi^rnen. 

*  O,  welawey  that  I  was  born ! 
For  through  you  is  my  name  kn, 
And  myn  actes  red  and  sooge 
Over  al  this  londe,  on  every  toogc 
O  wikke  Fame  !  for  ther  nys 
Nothyng  so  swift,  lo,  as  she  b !        9 
O,  sooth  is,  every  thyng  is  wyst, 
Though  hit  be  kever^  with  the  myai 
Eek,  thc^h  I  myghte  enduren  ever, 
That  I  have  doon  rekever  I  never. 
That  I  ne  shal  be  seyd,  alias, 
Y-shamed  be  throi^h  Eneas, 
And  that  I  shal  thus  juged  be, — 
**  Lo,  right  as  she  hath  doon,  now  she 
Wol  do  eftsones,  hardily." 
Thus  seyth  the  peple  prevely.*  ifc 

But  that  is  doon  nis  not  to  done ; 
Al  hir  compleynt  ne  al  hir  mone, 
Certeyn  avayleth  hir  not  a  stre. 

And  whan  she  wiste  sothly  he 
Was  forth  unto  his  shippes  goon, 
She  into  hir  chambre  wente  anoon. 
And  called  on  hir  suster  Anne, 
And  gan  her  to  compleyne  thaiine ; 
And  seyde,  that  she  cause  was. 
That  she  first  lovede  him,  alas,  ? 

And  thus  counseilled  hir  therto. 
But  what !  whan  this  was  scyd  and  do. 
She  roof  hir-selvc  to  the  herte. 
And  deyde  through  the  wounde  smeitc 
But  al  the  maner  how  she  de3rde, 
And  al  the  wordes  that  she  seyde, 
Who-so  to  knowe  hit  hath  purpos. 
Rede  Virgile  in  Eneidos, 
Or  the  Epistle  of  Ovide, 
What  that  she  wroot  or  that  she  dkle ; 
And  nere  hit  to  long  tend3rte,  i 

By  God,  I  wolde  hit  here  write. 

But,  welaway  !  the  harm,  the  routhe. 
That  hath  betid  for  swich  untroutbe. 
As  men  may  ofte  in  bokes  rede. 


347.  F  B  your  for  ntyn  ;  F  B  insert  «/bdb 
tnyn. 

363.  All  read  Bui  before  A  I,  caught  fron  11: 
above;  P  compltynyngt  ne  hir;  Cx.  'Du  1 
hir. 

370.  All  except  Th.  omit  kirn;  P  Cx,  ui 
^rs/,  perhaps  rightly. 

381.  B  P  Cx.  ttrrt  it  wtrg  ;  F  nar  hyt  wtrt. 
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il  day  seen  hit  yet  in  dede, 
for  to  thenken  hit  a  tene  is. 

Demophon,  duk  of  Athenis, 
be  forswor  him  fill  fedsly, 
rayed  Phillis  wikkedly,  390 

cynges  doghter  was  of  Trace, 
alsly  gan  his  terme  pace  ; 
vhen  she  wyste  that  he  was  fals, 
eng  hir-selven  by  the  hals, 
e  hadde  do  hir  swich  untrouthe  ; 

was  not  this  a  wo  and  routhe  ? 
c  lo  !  how  fals  and  reccheles 
o  Breseida  Achilla, 
^aris  to  Enon^ ; 

ason  to  Isiphil^  ;  400 

:ft  Jason  to  Mcded ; 
^  to  Dyanird ; 
e  lefte  hir  for  lol^, 
made  him  cacche  his  deeth,  pard^. 
w  fells  eek  was  he,  Theseus  ; 
as  the  story  telleth  us, 
he  betrayed  Adridne ; 
evel  be  his  soules  bane  ! 
ad  he  laughed,  had  he  loured, 
oste  have  ben  al  devoured,  410 

riane  ne  hadde  be. 
for  she  hadde  of  him  pitee, 
lade  him  fro  the  deeth  escape, 
le  made  hir  a  fill  fals  jape  ; 
fter  this,  withyn  a  while, 
fte  hir  slepyng  in  an  ile, 
te  alone,  right  in  the  se, 
tal  away,  and  leet  hir  be  ; 
ook  hir  suster  Phedra  tho 
him,  and  gan  to  shippe  go.         430 
'et  he  hadde  y-sworn  to  here, 

that  ever  he  myghte  swere, 
so  she  savede  him  his  lyf, 
olde  have  take  hir  to  his  wyf, 
le  desirede  nothing  elles, 
teyn,  as  the  book  us  telles. 
;  to  excusen  Eneds 
he  of  his  grete  trespas, 


Demopfum   and   the    other    false    lovers 

ned  below  are  referred  to  iu  the  Heroides^ 

s  U.  iii.  V.  vi.  ix.  x.  xi. 

Breseida.^x\»t:y&. 

Jsipkili^  Hypsipylc;  cp.  L.  0/ G,  W. 

Aaritinef  Anadne. 

Th.  inserts  al  before  his;  F  B  0/ al  his 


The  book  seyth  Mercurie,  sauns  fidle, 
Bad  him  go  into  Italic,  430 

And  leve  Aufinkes  regioun, 
And  Dido  and  hir  £ure  toun. 

Tho  saw  I  grave  how  to  Itaile 
Daun  Eneas  is  go  to  saile ; 
And  how  the  tempest  al  began, 
And  how  he  loste  his  steresman. 
Which  that  the  stere,  or  he  took  keep, 
Smot  over  bord,  lo  as  he  sleep. 

And  also  saw  I  how  Sibyle 
And  Eneas,  beside  an  yle,  440 

To  helle  wenten,  for  to  see 
His  &der  Anchises  the  free, 
How  he  ther  fond  Palinurus, 
And  also  Dido,  and  Deiphebus, 
And  every  torment  eek  in  helle 
Saw  he,  which  is  long  to  telle. 
Which  who-so  willeth  for  to  knowe. 
He  moste  rede  many  a  rowe 
On  Virgile  or  on  Claudian, 
Or  Daunt^,  that  hit  telle  can.  450 

Tho  saw  I  grave  al  tharivaile 
That  Eneas  had  in  Itaile ; 
And  with  kyng  Latyne  his  tret^, 
And  alle  the  batailles  that  he 
Was  at  himself,  and  eek  his  knyghtes. 
Or  he  hadde  al  y-wonne  his  rightes ; 
And  how  he  Tumus  refte  his  lyf. 
And  wan  Lavyna  to  his  wyf ; 
And  al  the  mervelous  signals 
Of  the  goddes  celestials  ;  460 

How,  mawgre  Juno,  Eneds 
For  al  hir  sleighte  and  hir  compas, 
Acheved  al  his  aventure  ; 
For  Jupiter  took  of  him  cure. 
At  the  prayere  of  Venus, — 
The  whiche  I  preye  alway  save  us. 
And  us  ay  of  our  sorwes  lighte  ! 

When  I  hadde  seyen  al  this  sighte 
In  this  noble  temple  thus, 
*  A,  Lord  ! '  thoughte  I,  *  that  madest  us. 
Yet  saw  I  never  swich  noblesse  471 

Of  ymages,  ne  swich  richesse, 

429.  The  booh,  i.e.  yEn.  iv.  35a  ff. 
446.  P  Cx.  whyche  no  iof^g*  can  telle, 
449.  Clandiatt^  Claudius  Claudianus  wrote  Dt 
Raptu  Proserpina  in  the  ^th  century. 
450W  Dauntiy  Dante  in  tne  Infemo, 
453.  Latyne,  Latinus,  king  of  the  Rutuli. 
458.  Lavyna^  Lavinia,  daughter  of  Latinus. 
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As  I  WW  graven  in  this  chtrcbe  ; 

That  is  y-formed  by  oamrc,  ^H 

Bui  not  woot  I  who  dide  hem  wirche. 

Ne  saw  I  me  to  rede  en-  *t^H 

Ne  wher  I  am,  ne  in  what  crnuee. 

But  now  wol  I  go  out  and  see, 

Fro  fcniom  and  illusjoun            1 

Right  at  the  wyket,  yif  I  can 

Me  save  r  and  with  devodMM 

Sec  o-wher  any  steryng  nran, 

Myn  yen  to  the  heroi  I  aan, 

Tluit  miy  me  tellf  whet  I  am.' 

Tho  was  I  war  lot  u  the 

When  t  out  of  the  dores  cum,          4S0 

That  ^le  be  Ilie  aonne,  33  t 

I  bste  Hboute  me  b«he)de. 

As  kcnne  rayghle  1  with  mji 

Then  aawgh  J  hut  a  large  feid, 

Me  ihoughte  I  saw  an  egle  « 

As  fcr  as  ever  I  mj^hte  see. 

Bill  thai  hit  soncde  nocbi  m 

Wilhoulco  toun,  or  hous,  or  tree, 

Then  I  hadde  any  ^le  stytk. 

Or  bush,  or  gras,  or  ercd  lond  : 

But,  this  as  sooth  as  dceth  cot 

For  al  the  feld  nas  bat  of  sonde. 

Hil  was  of  gold,  and  ifaoea  m 

As  smal  as  man  may  see  yet  lye 

Thai  never  saw  men  ««ich  a  1 

In  the  desert  of  Lybyc ; 

Tlut-if  the  hevcn  hadde  y.«oa 

Ne  no  nmner  crrature, 

So  shoon  the  egles  fethrcs  be 

^^i.  Th.  iifnvf  awf. 

And  somwhiu  dounmrd  gta 

SECON 

3  BOOK 

iPh>,m) 

And  in  the  Iresorie  bit  tbfttt 

Now  hetltncth  every  maaer  man. 

Of  my  hnyn  I  now  shal  mci 

Ifinyvertuinthwhe. 

And  listeth  of  my  dtecm  to  icrc  ; 

To  tellcn  al  tny  drecm  wJcM 

1            For  al  the  tirsCe  shul  ye  here 

Now  kythe  Ibyn  engpi  ml  i 

So  sely  an  avisyoun. 
That  Isaye  ne  Sd]uoun, 

\nit  /yrram) 

Nc  Ityng  NabugodoDosor, 

This  egle  of  which  I  DOW  b 

■      Pharo.  Tumils,  ne  Eleanor, 

Thai  shoon  with  fclhieaalle 

^B     Ne  mettc  swich  a  drcem  ax  ttiis. 

Which  thai  to  hye  gaa  to  sog 

H    Now  laite  hlisAil,  0  Cipiis, 

I  gan  bchoWc  mote  atid  mw 

^F     So  be  my  hvour  at  this  tyme  1 

To  see  her  beautec  and  the  i 

^^      And  ye,  me  to  enditc  and  ryme 

Bui  never  was  Iher  dynt  oft] 

Helpclh,  that  on  Pamaso  dweHe, 

Ne  that  thyng  that  men  calU 

By  Elkon  the  cletc  welle, 

Thai  smylclh  sotiea  tour  10 

0  Thought,  that  wrootal  that  I  melte, 

And  in  his  swiflc  comfii|>  br 

4.  TBTh.F^n««^t^u,»at. 

That  so  swylhe  gan  decKodt 
As  ihis  foul  when  hU  bduMe,' 

That  I  a-Toume  waa  inlhc  KM 

X'SEi-SiKSss,-'"' 

And  with  his  grymme  jaiHit  U 
Withyn  his  shaip^  mjibt  \at 

Me,HeyuEe.atasw.ppehel 
And  with  his  soun  a.geyii  iq 

^H      14.  SKemi  cp.  AmUdm.  L  ■;  WW' 
^m     If  Tkn^tt!  cp.  /m/m-t,  u.  a:- 

■~"Ff;S7irs:_* 

^^ 

^^^ 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^^^^^^^^I^^^^^^^^^^H 

^^■^^^^■I^H 
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*in  hid  dawci  aatke. 

To  hevcne  wilh  daun  Jupiter. 

u  I  were  a  Urk«, 

And  made  ihe  godd«  boliler.' 

I  cuiDot  telle  yow. 

Lo  1  this  was  tho  my  fantasye  I 

up,  r  nyste  how.                    ,a 

But  he  thai  bar  me  gan  espye 

>nj*l  and  a-sweved 

Thai  I  so  thoghle,  and  seyde  this : 

vertu  in  my  hived, 

■  Thow  demcM  of  thy-sclf  amys  ; 

hii  MHiK  and  wilh  my  drede. 

'  felyng  gin  lo  A^c  ; 

I  dai  wel  putte  thee  out  of  doute, —      90 

ll  was  to  greel  affray. 

To  make  of  thee  as  yit  n  stene. 

ong  in  his  clawes  lay. 

But  er  I  here  thee  moche  fer/e. 

Mle  he  lo  we  ipak 

I  wol  thee  telle  what  I  am. 

VDU,  luid  seyde,  '  Av,-ak  ! 

And  whider  thoa  ihaJt,  and  why  I  cam 

1  su  a-gasle,  for  shame  1 ' 

To  done  this,  so  that  Ihou  take 

e  me  iho  by  my  Dame.           jo 

Good  herte,  and  not  for  fere  quake.' 

iholde  the  bel  abteyde, 

■Gladly.'quodl.     'Now  wel,"  quod  he  :— 

'AwRk,'  to  me  he  scyde, 

■  First,  I,  that  in  my  feet  have  thee. 

le  rame  vols  and  stevene, 

Of  which  thou  haste  a  feer  and  wonder, 

oonlcoudenevene; 

Am  dwellyng  with  the  god  of  thondor.  m 

hat  vois,  solb  for  to  seyne, 

Which  thai  men  call™  Jupiter, 

cam  lo  me  agej-n 

That  doolh  me  flee  fill  ofte  fer 

%  goodly  seyd  lo  me. 

To  do  nl  his  comaundement. 

never  wont  to  be. 

And  for  ihU  ixusc  he  hath  me  sent 

•rithal  I  gan  to  stere. 

To  thee  :  now  herke,  by  thy  Itoutte  1 

m  hit  foci  to  bere,                fa 

Certeyn  he  hath  of  thee  routhe, 

felte  ihat  I  hadde  hete. 

That  thou  so  looge  Irewely 

ek  Iho  myn  hcrlc  bete. 

Hast  served  bo  ententilly 

iO  he  me  lo  disporte, 

His  bJinde  nevew  Cupido. 

And  Ikir  [dame]  Ven&  also,                     >n 

rordcs  to  comfiine. 

iwyei,  •  Seynte  Marie  ! 

oyoos  for  to  caiie, 

And  nevetthelessc  hast  set  thy  wyl— 

<g  t«dith  hil  pard^ 

Although  that  in  Ihy  heed  ful  lytc  »— 

»y»  God  heipe  me, 

To  make  bookcs,  longes,  or  dyieei. 

on  harm  shall  have  ol  this  ; 

In  lyme,  or  elles  in  cadence. 

la  that  belid  Ihec  is,               70 

As  thou  best  canst  in  reverence 

ore  and  for  thy  prow,— 

Of  Love,  and  of  his  servants  eke, 

smihouyellokenow? 

That  have  his  servyse  soghl,  end  sekc  i 

rM,  boldely. 

end.'    And  Iherwilh  I 

Alihough  IhoQ  haddesi  never  part  i      >» 

Wherfor,  al.so  God  me  blene. 

\  dtoghie    I,    ■  thai    madesi 

And  verlu  eek,  that  ihou  woll  make 

HOwrweyJsdyc? 

A-nyghl  fill  ofle  thyn  heed  10  ake. 

Mm  m«  itelli^. 

In  thy  studie  so  thou  u-rilest. 

fcfpay  this  signylye  ? 

And  evcrmo  of  love  endilBt, 

Bbwk,  tte  Elye,                    So 

KcGuiymede, 

And  ID  his  folkes  furtherynges. 

Be  up,  u  men  cede. 

Epmmm;  FSomiuo. 

.(,«°"(«L™^ ''""■  s"™"™^'*^*" 

Eb^ 

.13.  All  rt«l  l)Ul.                                  ^^^^^ 
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Although  thou  maisi  go  in  the  daunce 
Of  hem  that  him  list  not  avauncc. 

'  Wherfor,  aa  I  Seyde,  jr-wys, 
Jupiter  considereth  wel  this  ; 
Aiiil  also,  beau  sir,  other  Ihyngcs  ; 
That  is,  that  thou  host  no  lydyngcs 
Of  Lore*  folk,  if  they  be  glade, 
Ne  of  nothyng  elles  that  Gud  madi; : 
And  coghl  only  fro  fer  contree. 
That  Iher  no  tydyng  cometh  to  \ivx,    140 
But  of  thy  renay  ncyglirbores 
Thai  (Iwdlen  almost  at  (hy  doles. 
ThoQ  hereat  neither  ihal  Qc  this; 
For  when  thy  labour  doon  al  is, 
And  hast  y-maad  thy  rekenynges. 
In  Etede  of  teste  and  atvi  thynges, 
Thou  goal  hoom  to  thy  hous  anoon, 
And,  also  domb  aa  any  sloon. 
Thou  sillest  at  another  boke. 
Til  fiilly  daswed  ia  thy  looke,  ijd 

And  lyvcil  thus  as  an  heremyte, 
Allhough  thyn  abslynencc  is  lytc. 

•  And  Ifaerfor  Joves,  thrDUgh  hla  glace, 
Wol  Ihal  I  here  Ibee  to  a  place. 
Which  that  hight  the  Houi  of  Fame, 
To  do  thee  som  disport  and  game, 
In  Gom  recompensadoun 
Of  labour  and  devocioun 
That  thou  hast  had,  lo  1  causctes, 
To  Cupido  the  leccheles.  160 

And  thus  this  god,  through  hia  luerite, 
Wol  with  aom  manet  thyng  thee  quyte, 
So  that  Ihou  Kolt  l>e  of  good  chete. 
For  uiiit^  wel  thsl  thou  shalt  here, 
When  we  be  comec  iher  I  seye. 
Mo  wonder  tbynges,  dar  I  leye, 
Of  Lovfs  fblkc  roo  tidynges. 
Both  soUie  sawcs  and  Iciynges; 
And  moo  loves  newe  begonne. 
And  longc  y-aerved  loves  woncej        i}a 
And  mo  loves  casuellf 
That  been  betid,  no  man  wol  why, 
Bui  "  aa  a  Uynd  man  stcrt  an  hare  "  ; 
And  more  jolytee  and  well-fare. 
Whil  that  Ihey  fynden  love  of  sieU. 
A)  thlnkclh  hem,  and  ovcf'al  wele  i 
Mo  dtKOtds,  and  nin  jcloiia]!es. 


And  mo  dissyiimlacicnui*. 
And  feyned  teparadoau; 
And  mo  betd^  ii 
Wilhoute  rasouT  i 
V-maad,  ihen  greynM  b«  o 
And  cck  mo  hiild^ng  in  b 
And  also  mo  renovclAuncw 
Of  olde  fbrletcn  aque. 
Mo  love-ilayes,  and  • 
Then  on  inatruoients  ben  e 
And  eek  of  lovfe  n 
Than  c»cr  comes  * 
Unethe  maiatow  irowcn  t] 
I^od  he.    '  No,  hvlpe  n 
Quod  I,    -No?  why?* quod  be.    ■ 
Were  im|xMstb1e  to  my  wyt, 
Tliough  that  Fame  haddc  al  th< 
In  al  a  realme,  and  bI  the  •jiib. 
How  that  yel  ab«  dulde  bmalla 
Or  ihey  eajiie  hil.'     '  O  yu,  jwA 
Quod  he  lo  inc,  '  that  c«B  I  pMf 
By  resoim,  worthy  fat  ii>  jcw^  i 
So  Ihat  Ihou  yrve  thyn  *" 
To  luideraionde  my  tcntc 

'  First  shall  ibon  be 
dweUeih, 
And  so  thyn  owiii  book  hki  u 
Hir  paleys  star 
Right  even  a-myddca  of  Um  iji 
Betwixcn  hcvene,  erthni  umI4 
Thai  whalaoever  in  kI  thwe  ^^ 
Is  spoken  in  |irive«  or  *f«rt^il 
The  wcy  Ihcno  is  so  ovcrte,  , 
And  Slant  eek  ia  so  juite  a  p' 
Thai  eveiy  soun  mot  to  bil  11 
Or  what  10  coroeth  im  « 
Be  hit  rouned,  red,  or  •■ 
Or  spoke  in  sueitee 
Ccrtcyn  hit  mosle  t1 

'  Now  herkne  wel  1  lbr<«i. 
Tellen  ihcc  a  pro|)re  thilt^ 
And  a  worthy  di 
In  myn  ymaK]mi 

'  Gcfliey,  thou  wast  dghl  «d  ll 

>B;._PC..  Th.iB 

.»}.  PCtTluof-i.  "-• 
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:very  kyndly  thyng  that  is, 
\  kyndly  stede  ther  he 
•est  in  hit  conserved  be ; 
which  place  every  thyng, 
gh  his  kyndly  enclynyng, 
h  for  to  comen  to, 

that  it  is  awey  therfro ; 
IS,  lo,  thou  maist  al  day  see 
iny  thing  that  hevy  be,  230 

on  or  leed,  or  thyng  of  wighte, 
er  hit  never  so  hye  on  highte, 
)  thyn  hand,  hit  falleth  doun. 
ght  so  seye  I,  by  fire  or  soun, 
oke,  or  other  thynges  lighte, 

they  seke  upward  on  highte ; 
2ch  of  hem  is  at  his  large, 

thyng  up,  and  dounward  charge, 
id  for  this  cause  mayst  thou  see, 
ivery  ryver  to  the  see  240 

Qed  is  to  go  by  kynde. 
>y  these  skilles,  as  I  fynde, 
fish  dwellyng  in  floode  and  see, 
rees  eek  on  erthe  be. 
every  thyng  by  this  resoun 
his  propre  mansioun, 
lich  hit  seketh  to  repaire, 
ais  hit  shulde  not  apaire. 
this  sentence  is  knowen  couthe 
;ry  philosophres  mouthe,  250 

istotle  and  dan  Platon, 
>ther  clerkes  many  oon, 
o  confirme  my  resoun, 
wost  wel  this,  that  speche  is  soun, 
es  no  man  myghte  hit  here ; 
berkne  what  I  wol  thee  lere. 
)un  is  noght  but  eyr  y-broken, 
jvery  speche  that  is  spoken, 
e  or  pryvee,  foul  or  fciir, 
.  substaunce  is  but  air ;  260 

s  fiaumbe  is  but  lighted  smoke, 

so  soun  is  air  y-broke. 
lis  may  be  in  many  wyse, 
lich  I  wil  thee  two  devyse, 
un  that  cometh  of  pipe  or  harpe. 
rhan  a  pipe  is  blowen  sharpe, 

238.  Cx.  Th.  invert  these  lines.    Cx.  Th. 

inynges  up;   P  Light  tkyngts  upward; 

^ara  for  up. 

P  Cx.  Th.  omit  tfus. 

P  Cx.  an  air. 

P  Cx.  1  h.  ix  ttmn. 


The  air  is  twyst  Mrith  violence, 
And  rent :  lo,  this  is  my  sentence  ; 
Eek,  whan  men  harpe-strynges  sm3rte. 
Whether  hit  be  moche  or  Ijrte,  270 

Lo,  with  the  strook  the  air  to-breketh  ; 
Right  so  hit  breketh  whan  men  speketh. 
Thus  wost  thou  wel  what  thyng  is  speche. 

*  Now  hennesforth  I  wol  thee  teche. 
How  every  speche,  or  noise,  or  soun, 
Through  his  multiplicacioun, 
Thogh  hit  were  piped  of  a  mouse. 
Moot  nedes  come  to  Fames  House. 
I  preve  hit  thus — tak  hede  now — 
By  experience  ;  for  if  that  thou  280 

Throwe  in  a  water  now  a  stoon, 
Wel  wost  thou,  hit  wol  make  anoon 
A  litel  roundel  as  a  cercle, 
Paraunter  brood  as  a  covercle  ; 
And  right  anoon  thow  shalt  see  weel. 
That  wheel  wol  cause  another  wheel. 
And  that  the  thridde,  and  so  forth,  brother. 
Every  cercle  caus3mg  other, 
Broder  than  himselve  was  ; 
And  thus,  firo  roundel  to  compos,         290 
Ech  aboute  other  gojrnge, 
Causeth  of  othres  sterynge, 
And  multiplying  evermo. 
Til  that  hit  be  so  fer  y-go 
That  hit  at  bothe  brynkes  be. 
Al -thogh  thou  mowe  hit  not  y-sce 
Above,  hit  goth  yet  alway  under. 
Although  thou  thenke  hit  a  gret  wonder. 
And  who-so  seith  of  trouthe  I  varie. 
Bid  him  proven  the  contrarie.  300 

And  right  thus  every  word,  y-wys, 
That  loude  or  pryvee  spoken  is, 
Moveth  first  an  air  aboute. 
And  of  his  movyng,  out  of  doute. 
Another  air  anoon  is  meved, 
As  I  have  of  the  water  prcved, 
That  every  cercle  causeth  other. 
Ryght  so  of  air,  my  leve  brother ; 

384.  P  Cx.  Th.  insert  €U  before  brood. 

285.  P  Cx.  omit  this  and  the  next  three  lines ; 
F  _B  Th.  insert  cercU  after  wheel ^  to  which  it  was 
originally  a  gloss. 

289.  F  B  IVyder  than, 

29a.  F  B  Caused. 

296.  P  Cx.  Th.  see. 

297.  F  B  omit  ahoa^, 

303.  P  Cx.  in  the  asr. 

304.  F  B  this  for  Air. 
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Everich  air  in  other  slerelh 

More  and  more,  and  speche  up  bereth   3x0 

Or  vois,  or  noise,  or  word,  or  soun, 

Ay  through  multiplicacioun, 

Til  hit  be  atte  House  of  Fame, — 

Tak  hit  in  emest  or  in  game. 

*  Now  have  I  told,  if  thou  have  mynde. 
How  speche  or  soun,  of  pure  kynde 
Enclyned  is  upward  to  meve ; 

This,  mayst  thou  fele,  wel  I  preve. 

And  that  same  place,  y-wys, 

That  every  thyng  encl3med  to  is,  jao 

Hath  his  kyndeliche  stede  : 

That  sheweth  hit,  withouten  drede, 

That  kyndely  the  mansioun 

Of  every  speche,  of  every  soun, 

Be  hit  either  foul  or  fair. 

Hath  his  kynde  place  in  air. 

And  syn  that  every  thyng  that  is 

Out  of  his  kynde  place,  y-wys, 

Moveth  thider  for  to  go. 

If  hit  a-weye  be  therfro,  330 

As  I  l)efore  have  preved  thee, 

Hit  sewclh,  every  soun,  pardee, 

Moveth  kyndely  (o  pace 

Al  up  into  his  kyndely  place. 

And  this  place  of  which  I  telle, 

Ther  as  Fame  list  to  dwelle, 

Is  set  amyddcs  of  these  three, 

Heven,  erthe,  and  eek  the  see. 

As  most  conservatif  the  soun. 

Than  is  this  the  conclusioun,  340 

That  every  speche  of  every  man. 

As  I  thee  telle  first  began, 

Moveth  up  on  high  to  pace 

Kyndely  to  Fames  place. 

*  Telle  me  this  feithfully. 
Have  I  not  preved  thus  symply, 
Withouten  any  subtilitee 

Of  speche,  or  gret  prolixitee 

Of  termcs  of  philosoph^e. 

Of  figures  of  jxHitr^e,  350 

Or  colours  of  relhorike  ? 

Pardee,  hit  oghte  thee  to  lyke ; 

For  hard  langage,  and  hard  mature 

109.  F  B  omit  in  ;  Willcrt  reads  emothtr  for  in 
othtr. 

319.  Y  And  that  sum pleue stide ;  K  A nd  that 
som  xtydf ;  Th.  Ami  thai  some  stfde;  P  Cx. 
omit  II.  827-864.  stede  is  a  gloss  on  piau^  which 
has  crept  into  the  text,     some  should  be  satuc. 


Is  encombrous  for  to  here 
Atones ;  wost  thoa  not  we]  this?* 
And  I  answerde  and  sej^de,  '  Yis.' 
<  A  ha  ! '  quod  he»  Mo,  so  I  cui, 
Lewedly  to  a  lewed  man 
Speke,  and  shewe  him  swycbe  skiles, 
That  he  may  shake  hem  l^  the  Ud)  jfc 
So  palpable  they  shulden  be. 
But  tel  me  this  now  pzay  I  thee. 
How  thinketh  thee  my  condusioaD?' 
[Quod  he,]  *  A  good  persuasioiin»' 
Quod  I,  '  hit  is  ;  and  lyk  to  be 
Right  so  as  thou  hast  preved  me.* 

*  By  God,*  quod  he,  •  and  as  I  lere, 
Thou  shalt  have  yet,  or  hit  be  ere, 
Of  every  word  of  this  sentence 

A  preve  by  experience ;  3;c 

And  with  thyn  eres  heren  wel 
Top  and  tail,  and  everydel. 
That  every  word  that  spoken  is 
Cometh  into  Fames  House,  y-wys, 
As  I  have  seyd  ;  what  wilt  thou  moR?' 
And  with  this  word  upper  to  sore 
He  gan,  and  seyde,  *  By  Seynt  Jame : 
Now  wil  we  speken  al  of  game. 
*  How  farest  thou  ? '  quod  he  to  me. 

*  Wel,*  quod  I.     *  Now  sec,'  quod  he,  P 

*  By  thy  trouthe,  yond  adoun, 
Wher  that  thou  knowest  any  touo, 
Or  hous,  or  any  other  thyng. 

And  whan  thou  hast  of  ought  knoftyng, 
Loke  that  thou  wame  me. 
And  I  anoon  shal  telle  thee 
How  fer  thou  art  now  therfro.* 

And  I  adoun  gan  loken  tho. 
And  beheld  feldes.and  playnes. 
And  now  hillcs,  and  now  mountaynes,  jgs 
Now  valeys,  and  now  forestes. 
And  now  unethes  grete  bestes ; 
Now  ryv^res,  now  citees, 
Now  tounes,  and  now  grete  trees, 
Now  shippes  seyllynge  in  the  see. 

But  thus  sone  in  a  while  he 
Was  flowen  fro  the  grounde  so  hy<f 
That  al  the  world,  as  to  myn  ye. 
No  more  semede  than  a  prikke ; 
Or  elles  was  the  air  so  thikke  »* 

That  I  ne  myghte  not  disccme. 


364.  All  omit  Quod  he ;  Skeat  inserts. 

387.  Pomitsyfr;  F  B  Th.  bsert  th^tafttt^- 
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hat  he  spak  to  me  as  yerne, 

;yde :  *  Seestow  any  token, 

jht  that  in  the  world  is  of  spoken  ? ' 

yde,  *,Nay.*     *  No  wonder  nis,' 

be,  *  for  half  so  high  as  this 

lexandre  Macedo ; 

;  k)'ng,  dan  Scipio, 

aw  in  dreme,  at  poynt  devys, 

and  erthe,  and  paradys  ;  4x0 

c  the  wrighte  Dedalus, 

child,  nyce  Icarus, 
leigh  so  highe  that  the  hete 
imges  malt,  and  he  fel  wete 
i  the  see,  and  ther  he  dreynte, 
10m  was  maad  a  greet  compleynte. 
►w  turn  upward,*   quod   he,  *thy 

face, 

ehold  this  large  place, 
yr  ;  but  loke  thou  ne  be 
of  hem  that  thou  shalt  see  ;       420 

this  regioun,  certeyn 
ith  many  a  citezeyn, 
ich  that  speketh  dan  Plato, 
ben  the  eyrysh  bestes,  lo  ! ' 
10  saw  I  al  that  meynee, 
goon  and  also  flee. 
'  quod  he  tho,  *  cast  up  thyn  ye  ; 
nder,  lo,  the  GalaxJ^e, 
hich  men  clepe  the  Milky  Wey, 
t  is  white  :  and  somme,  parfcy  430 

hit  Watlynge  strete, 
►nes  was  brent  wyth  the  hete, 
the  sonnes  sone,  the  rede, 
lighte  Pheton,  wolde  lede 

his  fader  cart,  and  gye. 
irt-hors  gonne  wel  espye 
te  [ne]  coude  no  govemaunce, 
3nne  for  to  lepe  and  daunce, 
eren  him  now  up,  now  doun, 
It  he  saw  the  Scorpioun,  440 

that  in  heven  a  sign  is  yit. 
e,  for  ferde,  lost  his  wyt 
t,  and  lat  the  reynes  goon 
hors  ;  and  they  anoon 

04.  F  B  omit.     P  reads.  1.  404,  Or  ought 

unuest  yonder  down  ;  Th.  tftis  for  the. 

^ci^io^  cp.  Pari.  o/FouUst  L  31  note. 

?  n  wreccke  DedabfU. 

*  B  maked  ntoeh  compleynte, 

r>  Cx.  Th.  Lo^  qucd  hit  out. 

W\  omit  ne. 


Gonne  up  to  mounte,  and  doun  descende, 

Til  bothe  eyr  and  erthe  brende; 

Til  Jupiter,  lo,  atte  laste 

Him  slow,  and  firo  the  carte  caste. 

Lo,  is  it  not  a  greet  myschaunce. 

To  lete  a  fole  han  govemaunce  450 

Of  thynges  that  he  can  not  demejme  ?  * 

And    with    this    word,    soth    for    to 
seyne, 
lie  gan  alwey  upper  to  sore. 
And  gladded  me  ay  more  and  more. 
So  feithfuUy  to  me  spak  he. 

Tho  gan  I  loken  under  me, 
And  behelde  the  eyrish  bestes, 
Cloudes,  mystes,  and  tempestes, 
Snowes,  hayles,  reynes,  W)n[ides, 
And  thengendryng  in  hir  kyndes,         460 
Al  the  wey  through  which  I  cam ; 

*  O  God,*  quod  I,  *  that  made  Adam, 
Moche  is  thy  myght  and  thy  noblesse.* 

And  tho  thoughte  I  upon  Boece, 
That  writ  *  A  thought  may  flee  ip  bye, 
With  fetheres  of  Philosophye, 
To  passen  everich  element ; 
And  whan  he  hath  so  fer  y-went, 
Than  may  be  seen,  behynd  his  bak, 
Cloud,  and  al  that  I  of  spak.*  470 

Tho  gan  I  wexen  in  a  were. 
And  seyde,  *  I  woot  wel  I  am  here ; 
But  wher  in  body  or  in  gost 
I  noot  y-wys ;  but  God,  thou  wost  I  * 
For  more  clere  entendement 
Nadde  he  me  never  yit  y-sent 
And  than  thoughte  I  on  Marcian, 
And  eek  on  Anteclaudian, 
That  sooth  was  hir  descripcioun 
Of  al  the  hevenes  regioun,  480 

As  fer  as  that  I  saw  the  preve ; 
Therfor  I  can  hem  now  beleve. 

With  that  this  egle  gan  to  crye : 

*  Lat  be,*  quod  he,  <  thy  fimtasye ; 

449.  F  B  mochiL 

464.  Boece,  cp.  Boethius,  D*  Consolatione 
Philosopkieey  bk.  iv.  met.  i. 

476.  F  B  Nas  never;  Th.  Nas  me  never. 

477.  Marcian^  Martianus  M  incus  Felix 
Capella,  the  8th  book^  I.  857,  of  whose  De 
Nuptiis  inter  Mercununt  et  Philologiant  u 
quoted  by  Copernicus  in  support  of  hb  system  of 
astronomy ;  cp.  also  March.  TaUj  \,  vjxz  ff. 

478.  Anteclaudian^  '  Antidaudiamu,  a  Latin 
poem  by  Alanus  de  Insulis ;  q^  P.  i^F»  L  316. 

480.  P  omits  this  line. 
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Bfilt  thou  lere  of  slerres  ai^ht?' 
BNay,  ceileynly,' qnod  I,  'right  naiighL' 
DAndw^y?'     '  For  1  am  now  to  old.' 
Cllcl  wnlde  I  Ihee  bnve  told,' 
jaod  he,  '  the  stenes  names,  lo. 
tad  >1  the  hevencs  signer  Iher  lo,        490 
W  which  they  been."    'No  furs,'  quod 

I. 
Via,  pardee,'  quod  he,  'wostow  why? 
iFor  whan  thou  redest  poctrye. 
How  goddes  gonne  slelli^ 
Brid,  fish,  beste,  or  him,  or  here, 
Ai  the  lta\-en  or  eyther  Berc, 
Or  Arionea  harpe  lyn, 
~  Pollux,  or  Delphyr, 

Atlaoles  doaghtres  sevene, 
alle  these  are  sel  in  hevene ;        i^n 
'or    though    thou   have   hem    oftc   on 

Tel  nostow  not  whet  that  they  stonde.' 
No  fors,'  quod  I,  'hit  is  no  ni^dc, 
It  wel  I  Icve,  so  God  me  sjieile, 
Hem  Ihal  write  of  this  mBtere, 
As  though  I  knew  hir  places  here  ; 
An  eke  they  shynen  here  so  brighte 
Hit  ihulde  shendcn  b1  my  sighie, 
To  lokc  on  hem.'     '  That  may  wcl  b«,' 
Quod  he.     And  so  furih  bar  he  me      jio 
A  whil,  and  than  he  gan  to  crye. 
That  never  herde  I  thyng  so  hye, 
'  Now  up  the  heed  ;  for  al  is  wel ; 
Seynt  Julyan,  lo,  bon  hostel  ! 
See  here  the  Houi  of  Fame,  lo  1 
Maistow  not  heren  thai  I  do  7 ' 
'WhatP'quod  I.     'The  grete  soun,' 
Quod  he,  '  thai  rumbleth  up  xnd  doun 
In  Fames  Hoiis,  lii]  of  tidynges. 
Bathe  of  (air  speche  and  chidyn^es,     510 
And  of  fais  and  snth  compouned. 
Hcrkne  wel ;  hit  is  not  rouncd. 
Icrestow  not  ihe  grete  swogh  V 
Via,  pardee,'  quod  I,  ■  wel  y-nogh.' 
'And  what  soun  is  it  lyk  ?'  quod  bix 
Peter  1  Iwlyng  of  the  sec,' 

<9«.  i^kir  Bm.  Via  Majnuid  Ursa  Minor. 
*«.  A  tiMti  4aMr,  CD.  F*iti,  vs.  it. 
MB.  Dihhn,  ih«  ^alphis. 
499.  AtUiM  drtifhint,  ihe  ricuxtn. 
.    S>(.  Sijmi   Jttly^n,   St.    JulUii,    lulrou    of 
— llalily;  en-  C.T.  Pral.  1.  31a. 
>,  PCi.  Th.aiiJf/ttIiii-Hirv 


Qiiod  I,  '  i^in  the  rochcs 
Whan  tempest  dalh  tlie  ahlfific* 
And  lat  a  man  Monde,  oat  al  1  * 
A  mylc  theiis,  and  here  hit  lat 
Or  dies  lyke  [he  last  humbi] 
After  the  clapjie  of  a  thund 
When  lorci  l^th  the  air  y-brti 
But  hit  doth  tne  for  fere  swelc 
'  Nay,  dred  thee  not  thcrof,'  ql 
'  Hit  is  nothyng  wil  bettit  tbtit. 
Thou  shalt  noo  harm  have 

And  with  this  word  bulhe  he 
As  nygh  the  place  artyvid  we 
As  men  may  casten  with  a  sp 
I  nyste  how,  but  in  ■  strete 
He  sette  me  6urc  on  my  Cede, 
And  xjAi,  •  WtlVi  forth  ■  fma, 
And  lak  thyn  aventutc  '~  "  " 
Thai  Ihou  shall  fynde  i 

'  Now,'  quod  I,  ■  whil  ««  baol 
To  speke,  or  Ihal  I  go  fru  tliee. 
For  the  love  of  God,  tel  me, 
In  soolh,  that  wil  I  of  thee  lor^ 
If  this  noise  that  I  here 
Be,  as  1  have  hetd  thee  teller 
Of  folk  Ihal  doun  in  erthj  dwtB 
And  Cometh  hen  in  the  ami  i^ 
As  I  thee  herde  or  thb  derjw  j 
And  thai  there  lyvts  body  |m 
In  al  Ihal  hous  that  jrondef  u,  ■ 
That  makelh  al  this  loodt  fatel 
'  No,"  quod  he,  •  by  Seynic  CWeT 
And,  also  wis  God  red^  nr, 
Bill  o  ihioge  I  wil  wam^  ihe«. 
Of  the  which  thou  wntl  hat«  wiviii 
1^,  to  the  House  of  Fame  y<«d^. 
Thou    wosi    now    bow    «()nMlb< 

Hit  nedelh  nogbl  eft  lliee  10 
But  understond  now  right  net  C^- 
Whan  any  speche  y.<xnnen  ii 
Up  to  ihepoleyE,  anon-ri^u 
>lit  wexeth  lyk  the  samf  wy^at. 
Which  thai  the  word  in  eniii  — 
Be  he  cloihW  reed  or  ' "  " 
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And  hath  so  verray  his  lykneise,         571 
That  spak  the  word,  that  thou  wilt  gesse 
That  it  the  same  body  be, 
Man  or  woman,  he  or  she. 
And  is  not  this  a  wonder  thyng  ? ' 
*  Yis,*  quod  I  tho,  *  by  hevcne  kyng  ! ' 
576.  P  kevenes. 


And  with  this  worde,  *Farewel,*  quod 

he, 
*  And  here  I  wol  abyden  thee, 
And  God  of  hevene  sende  thee  grace, 
Som  good  to  lemen  in  this  place.'        580 
And  I  of  him  took  leve  anoon. 
And  gan  forth  to  the  paleys  goon.         jT^' 


THIRD  BOOK 


/0<^f 


( The  ImfociUion) 


O  GOD  of  science  and  of  light, 
Apollo,  through  thy  grete  myght, 
This  lytel  laste  book  thou  gye  ! 
Nat  that  I  wilne,  for  maistr^e 
Here  art  poetical  be  shewed  ; 
But,  for  the  rym  is  light  and  lewed, 
Yit  make  hit  sumwhat  agreable, 
Thogh  som  vers  fule  in  a  sillable  ; 
And  that  I  do  no  diligence, 
To  shewe  craft,  but  o  sentence. 
And  if,  divyne  vertu,  thou 
Wilt  helpe  me  to  shewe  now 
That  in  myn  hede  y-marked  is, — 
Lo,  that  is  for  to  menen  this. 
The  Hous  of  Fame  for  to  descryve,- 
Thou  shalt  see  me  go  as  blyve 
Unto  the  nexte  laure  I  see, 
And  kisse  it,  for  hit  is  thy  tree. 
Now  entreth  in  my  breste  anoon  ! 

{The  Dream) 


xo 


ao 


Whan  I  was  fro  this  egle  goon, 
I  gan  beholde  upon  this  place. 
And  certein,  or  I  ferther  pace, 
I  wol  yow  al  thjrs  shap  devyse 
Of  hous  and  site  ;  and  al  the  wyse 
How  I  gan  to  this  place  aproche, 
That  stood  upon  so  high  a  roche, 
Hyer  stant  there  noon  in  Spayne. 
But  up  I  clomb  with  alle  payne. 
And  though  to  clymbe  it  grevede  me, 
Yit  I  ententif  was  to  see,  30 

And  for  to  pouren  wonder  lowe. 
If  I  coude  any  wey^  know 


6.  P  Cx.  Buith€  ryme  thai  is  to  Utud, 
xa  P  Cx.  omit  0, 


What  maner  stoon  this  roche  was ; 
For  hit  was  lyk  alyned  glas. 
But  that  hit  shoon  fill  more  clere ; 
But  of  what  congeled  matere 
Hit  was,  I  nyste  redely. 

But  at  the  laste  espied  I, 
And  found  that  hit  was  everydeel 
A  roche  of  yse,  and  not  of  steel.  40 

Thoughte  I,  *  By  Seynt  Thomas  of  Kent ! 
This  were  a  feble  foundement. 
To  bilden  on  a  place  hye ; 
He  oughte  him  litel  glorif^e 
That  her-on  bilt,  so  God  me  save  !  * 

Tho  saw  I  al  the  half  y-grave 
With  famous  folkes  names  fele. 
That  hadde  y-been  in  mochel  wcle, 
And  her  fames  wide  y-blowe. 
But  wel  unethes  coude  I  knowe  50 

Any  lettres  for  to  rede 
Hir  names  by  ;  for,  out  of  drede. 
They  were  almost  of-thowed  so, 
That  of  the  lettres  oon  or  two 
Were  molte  away  of  every  name. 
So  unfamous  was  wcxc  hir  fame ; 
But  men  seyn,  *  What  may  ever  laste  ?  * 

Tho  gan  I  in  myn  herte  caste. 
That  they  were  molte  awey  with  hete, 
And  not  awey  with  stormes  bete.  60 

For  on  that  other  syde  I  sey 
Of  this  hill,  that  northward  lay. 
How  hit  was  written  full  of  names 
Of  folk  that  hadden  grete  fames 
Of  olde  tyme,  and  yit  they  were 

34.  P  alymde;  Cx.  Th.  a  lymed;  F  B  a 
thyng  of.  I  read  tUytud  (= aligned,  i.e.  placed 
in  linMl. 

35.  P  shewen  mor;  Cx.  skewed  more, 
41.  Seynt  TA4nnaSt  Thomas  k  Becket. 
53.  P  Cx.  citerth^tued. 

64.  P  Aedd  a/er;  Cx.  Th.  had  afore. 
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As  fresshe  as  men  had  write  hem  here 

The  selve  day  right,  or  that  houre 

That  I  upon  hem  gan  to  poure. 

But  wel  I  wiste  what  hit  made ; 

Hit  was  conserved  with  the  shade,        70 

Of  a  castel  stood  on  hy, 

Al  the  writynge  that  I  sy ; 

And  stood  eek  on  so  cold  a  place, 

That  hele  myghte  it  not  deface. 

Tho  gan  I  up  the  hill  to  goon, 
And  fond  upon  the  coppe  a  woon. 
That  alle  the  men  that  ben  on  lyve 
Ne  han  the  cunnyng  to  descryve 
The  beautee  of  that  ilke  place, 
Ne  coude  casten  no  compace  80 

Swich  another  for  to  make. 
That  myghte  of  beautee  be  his  make ; 
Ne  so  wonderliche  y-wrought. 
That  hit  astonyeth  yit  my  thought. 
And  maketh  al  my  wyt  to  swynke 
On  this  castel  for  to  th3mke. 
So  that  the  grete  craft,  beautee. 
The  caste,  the  curiositee 
Ne  can  I  not  to  yow  devyse. 
My  wyt  ne  may  me  not  suffise.  90 

But  natheles  al  the  substance 
I  have  yit  in  my  remembrance ; 
For-why  me  thoughte,  by  Seynt  Geyle  ! 
Al  was  of  stone  of  beryle, 
Bolhe  the  castel  and  the  tour. 
And  eek  the  hallc,  and  every  hour, 
Wythouten  peces  or  ioynynges. 
But  many  subtil  compassynges, 
Ribe Wynnes  and  pynaclcs. 
Imageries  and  tabernacles,  100 

I  saw  eek,  and  ful  of  wyndowes. 
As  flakes  falle  in  grete  snowes. 
And  eek  in  cch  of  the  pynacles 
Wercn  sondry  habitacles. 
In  whiche  stoden  al  withoute — 
Ful  the  castel,  al  aboute — 
Of  alle  maner  of  mynstrales, 

71.  F  B  Th.  invert  the  order  of  this  and  the 
next  line.  P  Cx.  Th.  insert  that  so  before  stood ; 
W  inserts  that. 

87.  F  B  omit  craft ;  P  Cx.  Th.  insert  it  wrongly 
in  the  next  line. 

99.  F  Rahnvyures;  B  Rahetvynnts;  Cx.  As 
haheuwryes  ;  Tn.  As  habeuries  ;  1?  BahrweuHes. 
Skeat  rightly  reads  Babtwintus^O.F.  baJmin.  L. 
Lat.  bahruryHHs,  Mod.  Engl.  lHahooH)\  used  of 
grotesque  figures  in  architecture. 


n 
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And  gestiours,  that  tellen  talcs 
Bothe  of  weping  and  of  game, 
Of  al  that  longeth  unto  Fame. 

Ther  herde  I  pleyen  on  an  harpe 
That  sowned  bothe  wd  and  sharpe, 
Ori^eus  liil  craftely. 
And  on  his  syde  fiute  by 
Sat  the  harper  Orion 
And  Eacides  Chiron, 
And  other  harpers  many  oon. 
And  the  Bret  Glascurioun, 
And  smale  harpers  with  her  glees, 
Seten  under  hem  in  sees. 
And  gonne  on  hem  upward  to  gape, 
And  countrefet  hem  as  an  ape. 
Or  as  craft  countrefeteth  kynde. 

Tho  saw  I  stonden  hem  behynde, 
A-fer  fro  hem,  alle  be  hemselve, 
Many  thousand  tymes  twelve. 
That  maden  loude  menstralq^ 
In  comemuse,  and  shaknyes. 
And  many  other  maner  pipe. 
That  craftely  begunne  to  pipe, 
Bothe  in  doucet  and  in  r^e. 
That  ben  at  festes  with  the  brede. 
And  many  floute  and  liltyng  home, 
And  pipes  made  of  grene  come. 
As  hsin  thise  litel  herde-gromes. 
That  kepen  bestes  in  the  bromes. 

Ther  saw  I  than  dan  Cythenis, 
And  of  Athenes  dan  Proserus, 
And  Marcia  that  lost  hir  skyn, 
Bothe  in  face,  bod;^,  and  chyn,  i 

112.  P  Cx.  Th.  omit  bvtJU. 

113.  P  inserts  Atuiy  Cx,  Th.  insert  Hjrm\ 
fore  Orpheus.  Perhaps  th«  origLDal  copy  R 
Dan  Orpheus^  and  the  first  worti  hadbeooc 
illegible. 

115.  Orion.  Arion ;  cp.  bk.  ii.  I.  497. 

1x6.  Eacides  Chiron^  i.e.  AchiUcs'  Chiio 
Chiron,  the  centaur,  was  tutor  to  Adiillcs.  9 
of  iEacus;  cp.  Ovid,  Ars  Asm.  L  17.  Xatk 
Chiron. 

X18.  Bret  Giaseuriaun^  the  British  Gla^eria 
cp.  Percy  Folio  MS.  ed.  Hales  and  FanmvD. 
946. 

128.  c<^r«^mwx«,  a  bagpipe.  .sAaiW^.ashavi 
from  Lat.  '  calamus.'  a  reed. 

137.  F  B  invert  this  and  the  next  line. 

X37.  F  B  Atiieris  for  elan  Cytherus^  both  p 
haps  corruptions  for  dan  Tityrus. 

X38.  T^danPstusiis;  V dtm  ^rtttntm.  / 
three  readings  are  corrupt. 

130.  Marcia,  Dante's  Marsia  (Parmf.  I  iva: 
i.e.  Marsyas^  the  male  flute-player ;  c&  Met 
tnorphoseSf  vL  38a-4oo. 
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she  wolde  cnv^en  lo  ! 
1  bet  than^Apoll6. 

saw  I  fiunous,  olde  and  yonge, 
f  the  Duche  tonge, 
\  love-daunceSy  sprynges, 
ind  these  straunge  thynges. 
aw  I  in  another  place, 

in  a  large  space 

that  maken  blody  soun, 

pe,  heme,  and  clarioun  ;  150 

ght  and  blod-shedynge 

gladly  clarionynge. 

herde  I  trumpen  Messenus, 

n  that  speketh  Virgilius. 

herde  I  Joab  trumpe  also, 

nas,  and  other  mo  ; 

:hat  usede  clarion, 

oigne  and  Aragon, 

hir  tyme  &mous  were 

:,  saw  I  trumpe  there.  160 

saw  I  sit  in  other  sees, 

r  upon  othere  glees, 

that  I  cannot  nevene, 

I  sterres  been  in  hevene, 

tie  I  nyl  as  now  not  ryme, 

of  yow,  and  losse  of  tyme  : 

e  y-lost,  this  knowen  ye, 

-ay  may  recovered  be. 

saw  I  pleyen  jc^elours, 

IS,  and  tregetours,  170 

tonesses,  charmeresses, 

'cches,  sorceresses, 

;  exorsisaciouns, 

:  thise  fumygaciouns ; 

rkes  eek,  which  conne  wel 

nagik  nature], 

'yesy  round  daiices,  from  Dut.  '  rey ' ;  cpw 

ihentanz,'  a  circular  dance. 

wr,  a  hom,^  trumpet. 

cssenust  Misenus,  son  of  iGolus,  trum* 

to  Hector  and  then  to  iEneas ;  cp.  ^m. 

d  vi.  i6a  ff. 

z^,  cp.  a  Sam.  ii.  28  ;  xviii.  16 ;  xx.  aa. 

ttodotnaSf  Thiodamas,  augur  in  succes- 

nphiaraus  at  the  siege  oT Thebes;  cp. 

"htbaid  viiL  343,  and  March.  Tale^  1. 

B  sondry  for  othere  l  Th.  other  sondry, 
"elonrs  played,  sang,  danced,  and  per> 
icks  by  sleight  of  hwod. 
'getoursymxxts^A  more  elaborate  tricks 
mechanical  contrivances. 
itonesseSf  pythoaesses;  cp.  Frtre*  TaU^ 

Mnit  this  line. 


That  craftely  don  hir  ententes. 

To  make,  in  certeyn  ascendentes. 

Images,  lo,  through  swych  magik, 

To  make  a  man  ben  hool  or  syk.  180 

Ther  saw  I  thee  quene  Meded, 

And  Circes  eek,  and  Calipsa ; 

Ther  saw  I  Hermes  Ballenus, 

Lymote,  and  eek  Symon  Magus. 

Ther  saw  I,  and  knew  hem  by  name. 

That  by  such  art  don  men  han  fame. 

Ther  saw  I  Colle  tr^etour 

Upon  a  table  of  sicamour 

Pleye  an  uncouth  thyng  to  telle ; 

I  saw  him  carien  a  wynd-melle  190 

Under  a  walsh-note  shale. 

What  shulde  I  make  lenger  tale 
Of  al  the  peple  that  I  say. 
Fro  hennes  unto  domesday  ? 

Whan  I  hadde  al  this  folk  beholde. 
And  fond  me  lous,  and  noght  y-holde, 
And  eft  y-mused  longe  while 
Upon  these  walles  of  berile. 
That  shoon  ful  lighter  than  a  glas. 
And  made  wel  more  than  hit  was,       aoo 
To  semen,  every  thynge,  y-wis. 
As  kynde  thyng  of  Fames  is ; 
I  gan  forth  romen  til  I  fond 
The  castel-yate  on  my  right  hond. 
Which  that  so  wel  corven  was, 
That  never  swich  another  nas  ; 
And  yit  it  was  by  aventure 
Y-wrought,  as  often  as  by  cure. 

Z78.  ascendentes.  The  ascendent  is  that  point 
of  the  zodiac  ascending  above  the  horizon  at  a 
^ven  time.  It  was  a  factor  of  great  importance 
in  calculating  nativities. 

x8i.  Mededy  the  wife  of  Jason. 

x8a.  C trees f  Circe ;  cp.  Odyssey  x.  Calipsa^ 
Calyi>so;  cp.  Odyssey  \. 

183.  Hermes  Ballenus.  Belinous,  the  disciple 
of  Hermes.  Belinous  discovered  beneath  a  statue 
of  Hermes  a  book  explaining  the  secrets  of  the 
universe.     Hermes  is  here  in  the  possessive  case. 

184.  Lymote^  Elymas  the  sorcerer  (Acts  xiiL  8), 
according  to  Prof.  Hale's.  Symcn  Magus;  cp. 
Acts  viii.  Q. 

187.  Colle  tre^etour,  Colle  the  juggler,  a  now 
unknown  celebnty. 

Z94.  Cx.  Th.  I  coudnot  telle  tyl  domesday. 

X97.  P  lengur  a  tvhyle^  perhaps  rightly ;  Cx.  a 
lenger  whyte. 

aoi.  P  omits  this  line ;  Cx.  Th.  also  omit  but 
insert  the  line  And  thenne  anon  after  this  after 
L  aoa. 

ao8.  Cx.  Th.  Yr%*rought  by  grete  emd  subtyl 
cure. 
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Hit  nedeth  noght  yow  for  to  tellen. 
To  make  yow  to  lenger  duellen,  210 

Of  this  yates  florisshynges, 
Ne  of  compasses,  ne  of  keivynges, 
Ne  how  they  hatte  in  masonerles. 
As  corbets,  ful  of  ymageries. 
But,  Lord  !  so  £ur  it  was  to  shewe 
For  hit  was  al  of  gold  behewe. 
But  in  I  wente,  and  that  anoon ; 
Ther  mette  I  crying  many  oon, — 
*  A  larges,  larges  !  uphold  wel ! 
God  save  the  lady  of  this  pel,  aao 

Our  owne  gentil  lady  Fame, 
And  hem  that  wilne  to  have  a  name 
Of  us  ! '     Thus  herde  I  crien  alle, 
And  faste  comen  out  of  halle, 
And  shoken  nobles  and  sterlynges. 
And  somme  crouned  were  as  kynges. 
With  crounes  wroght  ful  of  losenges ; 
And  many  riban,  and  many  frenges 
Were  on  hir  clothes  trewely. 

Tho  alte  laste  aspyed  I  ajo 

That  pursevauntes  and  heraudes. 
That  crien  riche  folkes  laudes, 
Hit  wcren  alle  ;  and  every  man 
Of  hem,  as  I  yow  tellen  can, 
Hadde  on  him  throwen  a  vesture, 
WTiich  that  men  clepe  a  cote-armure, 
Enbrowded  wonderliche  riche, 
Al-though  they  nere  nought  y-lichc. 
But  noght  nyl  I,  so  mote  I  thry\'c. 
Been  aboute  to  dyscryve  240 

Al  this  armes  that  ther  wcren, 
That  they  thus  on  hir  cotes  beren. 
For  hit  to  me  were  impossible  ; 
Men  myghte  make  of  hem  a  bible, 
Twenty  foot  thikke,  as  I  trowe. 
For  certeyn,  who-so  coude  y-knowe 
Myghte  ther  alle  the  armes  seen, 
Of  famous  folk  that  hadde  been 
In  Auffrike,  Europe,  and  Asye, 
Sith  first  began  the  chevalr^e.  250 

I^  !  how  shulde  I  now  telle  al  this  ? 


213.  P  Cx.  Th.  h<nv  the  hackynge  in. 

214.  P  Cx.  Th.  and  iox  ful  of. 

219.  F  B  Th.  kolde  ufi;  P  Cx.  Th.  repeat  a 
before  second  larrcs. 

2^7.   P  (Zx.  fulT 0/ Usyngcs. 

7j8.  P  and  iHoy  thynges;  Cx.  attd  many 
thyngcs. 

250.   P  Cx.  Th.  lo  for  hegnn  the. 


Ne  of  the  halle  eek  wbat  nede  is 

To  tellen  yow  thjit  ercfj  wal 

Of  hit,  and  floor,  and  roof  wjtb  al. 

Was  plated  half  a  fote  thikke 

Of  gold,  and  that  nas  no  tfayng  wikke, 

But,  for  to  prove  in  alle  wyse. 

As  fyn  as  ducat  of  Venyse, 

Of  whiche  to  litd  in  my  poocbe  is? 

And  they  were  set  as  thikke  of  Doucfais 

Fulle  of  the  iynest  stones  Cure,  a 

That  men  rede  in  the  Lapidaire, 

As  greses  growen  in  a  mede. 

But  hit  were  al  to  longe  to  rede 

The  names ;  and  therfore  I  pace. 

But  in  this  ryche  lusty  place. 
That  Fames  haile  called  was, 
Ful  moche  prees  of  folke  ther  nas, 
Ne  croudyng,  for  to  moche  piees. 
But  al  on  hye,  upon  a  dees,  » 

Sitte  in  a  see  imperial. 
That  maad  was  of  a  nibee  al. 
Which  that  a  carbuncle  is  y-called, 
I  saw  perpetually  y-stalled, 
A  femynyne  creature ; 
That  never  formed  by  nature 
Nas  swich  another  thyng  y-scye. 
For  altherfirst,  soth  for  to  seye. 
Me  thoughte  that  she  was  so  lyte, 
That  the  lengthe  of  a  cubite  3 

Was  lenger  than  she  semede  be ; 
But  thus  sone  in  a  while  she 
Hir-self  tho  wonderliche  streighte, 
That  with  hir  feet  she  therthe  reigfate. 
And  with  hir  heed  she  touchede  hevcw 
Ther  as  shyne  the  sterres  sevene. 
And  therto  eek,  as  to  my  wyt, 
I  saw  as  gret  a  wonder  yit. 
Upon  hir  eyen  to  beholde. 
But  certeyn  I  hem  never  tolde.  : 

259.  P  Th.  to  lite  al  in  ;  Cx.  /«  lyte  in  ;  F 
litelal. 

260.  P  Cx.  as  cwches. 

271.  P  Cx.  tm  for  in. 

272.  P  omits  al;  Cx,  Th.  JiytU  (rvyml)  for  * 
277.  P  Cx.  omit  A'as;  Th.  fras. 

283.  F  B  This  wasgTtt  ntatvaylU  /*  mt. 

284.  F  Hir  tho  so  wond^rh  straight;  B  H 
tho  so  wondirlich  streyght ;  P  Cx.  "Hi-  wonde* 
fur  wonderliche.  The  original  of  F  B  prohib 
read : — 

This  was  gret  marvavUe  to  me,  she 
Hir  tho  so  wonderliche  streighte. 

which  is  perhaps  the  right  reading. 
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le  eyen  hadde  she, 
es  upon  foules  be, 
1  on  the  bestes  foure, 
Ides  trone  gunne  honoure, 
[ohn  in  the  Apocalips. 
that  oundy  was  and  crips, 
d  gold  shoon  for  to  see. 
h  to  tellen  also,  she 
'  fele  up-stondyng  eres 
ItSf  as  on  a  best  ben  heres ;    300 
lir  feet  wexen  saw  I 
s  winges  redely. 

)rd  !  the  perrie  and  the  richesse 
tyng  on  this  godesse  ! 
d  !  the  hevenysh  melodye, 
s  fill  of  armonye, 
iboute  her  trone  y-songe, 
he  paleys-walles  ronge  ! 
the  myghty  Muse,  she 
Ded  is  Caliopee,  310 

eighte  sustren  eek 
ler  face  semen  meke  ; 
TOO,  eternally 

ige  of  Fame  as  tho  herde  I : — 
be  thou  and  thy  name, 
J  of  renoun  and  of  fame.' 
as  I  war,  lo,  atte  laste, 
1  eyen  gan  up  caste, 
>  ilke  noble  quene 
luldres  gan  sustene  330 

armes,  and  the  name 
lat  haddc  large  fame  ; 
:r,  and  Hercules 
h  a  sherte  his  lyf  lees  ! 
d  I  sittyng  this  goddesse, 
yr  honour  and  richesse  ; 
I  I  stynte  a  while  now, 
/ng  to  tellen  yow. 
iw  I  stonde  on  either  syde, 
doun  to  the  dores  wyde,         330 
lees  many  a  pileer 
,  that  shoon  not  fill  cleer, 
gh  they  nere  of  no  rychesse, 
were  maad  for  greet  noblesse, 


Zx.  insert  as  before  /or;  F  B  Th.  kit 

e. 

\  as  on  btstes  heres, 

\  P  Cx.  Both  (Botkt)  armes. 

read  And  thus. 

'x.  Th.  0n  thoiher. 


And  in  hem  hy  and  greet  sentence ; 
And  folk  of  digne  reverence, 
Of  whiche  I  wol  yow  telle  fonde. 
Upon  the  piler  saw  I  stonde. 

Alderfirst,  lo,  ther  I  sigh. 
Upon  a  piler  stonde  on  high,  340 

That  was  of  lede  and  yren  fyn. 
Him  of  secte  Satumyn, 
The  Ebrayk  Josephus  the  olde. 
That  of  Jewes  gestes  tolde ; 
And  bar  upon  his  shuldres  hye. 
The  feme  up  of  the  lewerye. 
And  by  him  stoden  other  sevene, 
Wyse  and  werthy  for  to  nevene, 
To  helpen  him  bere  up  the  charge, 
Hit  was  so  hevy  and  so  large.  350 

And  for  they  writen  of  batailes, 
As  wel  as  of  othere  mervailes, 
Therfor  was,  lo,  this  pileer. 
Of  which  that  I  yow  telle  heer, 
Of  lede  and  yren  bothe,  y-wys. 
For  yren  Martes  metal  is, 
Which  that  god  is  of  bataile ; 
And  the  leed,  withouten  faile. 
Is,  lo,  the  metal  of  Satume, 
That  hath  fill  large  wheel  to  tume.      360 
Tho  stoden  forth  on  every  rowe 
Of  hem  which  that  I  coude  knowe, 
Thogh  I  hem  noght  be  ordre  telle. 
To  make  you  to  long  to  dwelle. 

These,  of  whiche  I  gynne  rede. 
There  saw  I  stonden,  out  of  drede  : 
Upon  an  yren  piler  strong. 
That  peynted  was,  al  endelong. 
With  tigres  blode  in  every  place, 
The  Tholosan  that  highte  Stace,  370 

That  bar  of  Thebes  up  the  name 
Upon  his  shuldres,  and  the  feme 

335.  All  omit  hy  and^  which,  however,  Th. 
wrongly^  inserts  in  the  next  line  ;  P  and  Cx.  alter 
hy  and  in  1.  336  into  gret  emd  by  contamination 
with  the  previous  Une. 

342.  P  omits  this  line ;  Cx.  Hym  that  vrote 
thactes  dyuyne. 

347.  P  Cx.  thtr  stoden  sevene. 

35a.  F  B  AT  other  olde  met  vayUs, 

367.  P  omits  this  line ;  Cx.  a  fyler  hye  astd 
st  ronge. 

369.  tigres  blode;  cp.  Thebeud^  bk.  viL  llie 
killing  o?  two  lions  by  the  besiegers  caused  a 
renewal  of  the  siege. 

370.  The  Tholosan  .  .^  .  Stace.  According  to 
Dante,  Statius  was  a  native  of  Toulouse.  He  was 
bom  at  Naples  A.D.  6x. 
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Als'j  of  cruel  Achilles. 

And  by  him  stocKJ,  ^ithoulcn  lees. 

Ful  wonder  hyc  on  a  pileer 

Of  yren.  he,  the  greete  Omere  ; 

And  i\-ith  him  Dares  and  T)-lus 

Before,  and  eek  he,  Lollius, 

And  (juydo  eek  de  Columpnis, 

And  English  Oaufride  eek,  y-^ys.        380 

And  ech  of  these,  as  have  I  joyc. 

Was  iKTsy  for  to  bcrc  up  Troyc. 

So  licvy  was  therof  the  fame. 

That  for  to  l)erc  hit  was  no  game. 

But  yit  I  gan  ful  wel  espie, 

Betwix  hem  was  a  litel  en\ye. 

Oon  seyde  that  Omere  made  lyes, 

Ftynynge  in  his  jwctries, 

And  was  to  Grckes  favorable ; 

Therfor  held  he  hit  but  fable.  300 

Tho  saw  I  stonde  on  a  pileer. 
That  was  of  tynnc<l  yren  clcer, 
That  I^tyn  [v^cte  Vii^ilc, 
That  hath  boren  up  longe  while 
The  fame  <S  Pius  Kneas. 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  was, 
OfcojKrr,  \'cnus  clerk,  C)vyde, 
That  hath  y-sowen  wonder  wyde 
The  grete  grnl  of  I^)V'e  his  fame. 
And  ther  he  bar  up  wel  his  name,        400 
Upon  this  piler,  also  hye, 
As  I  hit  myghtc  sec  with  myn  ye  : 
r'or-why  this  halle  of  whiche  I  rede 
Was  woxe  on  hij^htc,  lengthc  and  brode, 
Wel  more,  by  a  thousand  dele, 
Than  hit  was  erst,  that  saw  I  wil. 

Thoo  saw  I  on  a  piler  by, 
Of  yren  wroght  ful  sternely, 

^77.  Dares  and  TytuK,  Dares  Phrygius  an<I 
Dii.lys  Crct«:n>«is,  the  reputed  authors  of  two  late 
histories  of  the  Trojan  War. 

378.  Loliiui,  pn.Jiably  a  misunderstanding  on 
Chaucer's  part  of  Horace,  Epist.  \.  2  : — 

*  TroiAiii  \>f\\\  s-:nptorcin,  iiinxinir  Lolli, 
Dum  tu  rkcUinas  Kohi.l'.  I'runctM-  rvle,;L' 

;7').  (ruy>fo  ...  tf£  Colutn/tfiis,  Guide  delle 
(.■ijlMtiiie,  wliuse  Hhtoria  Trvinna  (1287)  Is  a 
translaliorj  r)f  Hcnoit  de  Sainte-Maurc's  Kornan  tic 
Trou:  I  he  M . K.  Geste  l/ystoriaU{E..  E.  T.  S.) 
is  a  tr;iiislati'»n  ^f  the  Historia. 

3??'  I.  /•'ni:/i\/t  Ciiu/ridc^  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth, 
author  of  tiic  Hisioria  Kritonum. 

387.  So  1  h. ;  F  H  omit  that  and  read  «vw  for 
tnade  ',  ('x.  I*  read  Other  for  Oon. 

304.  K  li  horc  hath  uf>  hmt^e ;  I*  Cx.  Th.  hath 
hotc  uf>  a  lont;c. 


The  grete  poete,  dan  Lncan,  j 

And  on  his  shuldres  bar  up  than.        ta  I 
As  highc  as  that  I  my^gfate  see,  . 

The  fiime  of  Julius,  and  Pompee.  I 

And  by  him  stoden  alle  these  c]erica» 
That  ift-rite  of  Romes  myghty  werkes. 
That  if  I  wolde  her  names  telle, 
Alle  to  longe  moste  I  dwelle. 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  stood. 
Of  soulfire,  lyk  as  he  were  wood, 
Dan  Gaudian,  soth  for  to  telle. 
That  bar  up  al  the  £une  of  helle,         «> 
Of  Pluto,  and  of  Proscrpyne, 
That  quenc  is  of  the  derke  pyne. 

What  shulde  I  more  telle  of  this? 
The  halle  ^-as  al  ful,  y-wys. 
Of  hem  that  writen  olde  gestes. 
As  ben  on  trees  rokes  nestes  ; 
But  it  is  a  fill  confiis  matere 
Were  al  the  gestes  for  to  here. 
That  they  of  write,  and  how  they  lughK. 
Hut  whil  that  I  beheld  this  sighte.      «« 
I  hcrde  a  noise  aprochen  blyve, 
That  ferdc  as  been  don  in  an  hyve, 
Ayenst  her  tyme  of  out-comjTigc ; 
Right  swiche  a  maner  niunnurynge. 
For  al  the  world  hit  scmede  nie. 

Tho  gan  I  lokc  aboute  and  see, 
That  ther  com  entryng  into  the  halle, 
A  right  greet  company  withalle. 
And  that  of  sondry  rc^ouns; 
Of  alle  kynnes  condiciouns,  44: 

That  dwelle  in  erthe  under  the  moof , 
pore  and  riche.     And  also  sone 
As  they  were  come  into  the  halle, 
They  gonnc  doun  on  knees  falle. 
Before  this  iike  noble  quene. 
And  seyde,  *  Cirauntc  us,  lady  shenc, 
li^che  of  us,  of  thy  grace,  a  bone  !  * 
And  scjmme  of  hem  she  grauntede  sone, 
And  somme  she  wemede  wel  and  £ure : 

409.  LucaN,  autlior  of  the  PkArsalia.  vhic?: 
describes  the  war  between  Caesar  and  Porapcy. 

419.  Claudian  ;  cp.  su^nt,  bk.  i.  L  140  note. 

427.  P  Cx.  invert  this  and  the  next  line. 

433.   V  B  emtifleyinge. 

440.  Y  alle  skynnes;  B  eUl  skjrmys  ;  Cx.  *■• 
kyns ;  Th.  al  kyns. 

44^.  P.  They  gonne  xvy  on.  knees  Jeuu  /i."i- 
whicii  is  probably  a  comipcion  of  the  tnie  veaA- 
inR ;  perhaps  They  gtmne  ny  on  knees  efouuuiU; 
Cx.  l*h.  Thry  f^nne  fgnn)  on  knees  i/.»*>t/V> 
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somme  she  grauntede  the  contraire  450 

er  axyng  utterly. 

:his  I  seye  yow  trewely, 

t  hir  cause  was,  I  nyste. 

Df  this  folk  fill  wel  I  wyste, 

'  hadde  good  feme  ech  deserved, 

3gh  they  were  diversly  served. 

t  as  hir  suster,  dame  Fortune, 

jnt  to  serven  in  comune. 

)w  herkne  how  she  gan  to  paye 

gonne  hir  of  hir  grace  praye  ;       460 
yit  lo,  al  this  companye 
en  sooth,  and  noght  a  lye. 
ladame,'  seyden  they,  *  we  be 

that  heer  besechen  thee, 

thou  graunte  us  now  good  fame, 
let  our  werkes  han  that  name. 
1  recompensacioun 
xxie  werkes,  yive  us  renoun.* 

weme  hit  yow,'  quod  she,  anoon, 
gete  of  me  good  fame  noon,  470 

Dd  !  and  therfor  go  your  wey.* 
dlas,'  quod  they,  *and  welaway  ! 

us  what  your  cause  may  be.' 
or  me  list  hit  noght,'  quod  she, 
wyght  shal  speke  of  yow,  y-wys, 
I  ne  harm,  ne  that  ne  this.' 
with  that  word  she  gan  to  calle 
messanger  that  was  in  halle, 
bad  that  he  shulde  faste  goon, 
1  peyne  to  be  blynde  anoon,  480 

Eolus,  the  god  of  wynde,, 
Trace  ther  ye  shul  him  finde, 
bid  him  bringe  his  clarioun, 

is  ful  dyvers  of  his  soun, 
hit  is  cleped  Clerc  Laude, 

which  he  wonte  is  to  heraude 

that  me  list  y-preised  be  : 
also  bid  him  how  that  he 
ge  his  other  clarioun, 

highte  Sclaundre  in  every  toun,    490 


P  Cx.  omit  this  and  the  next  line. 

P  Cx.  What  thtr grace  was;  Th.  Wkat 
race  was.^ 

F  B  omit  this  line. 

P  Cx.  Th.  £O0d  name. 

A  line  is  left  blank  here  in  F  B.  The  next 
nesread  : 


Upon  the  pejrn  to  be  blynde, 
For  Edus,  the  ffod  of  wynde. 

P  omits  this  line. 
2  P 


With  which  he  wont  is  to  diffame 
Hem  that  me  Ibte,  and  do  hem  shame.' 

This  messanger  gan  faste  goon. 
And  found  wher  in  a  cave  of  stoon. 
In  a  contree  that  highte  Trace, 
This  Eolus,  with  harde  grace, 
Held  the  w)n[ides  in  distresse, 
And  gan  hem  under  him  to  presse. 
That  they  gonne  as  beres  rore, 
He  bond  and  pressede  hem  so  sore.      500 

This  messanger  gan  faste  crie, 
*  Ris  up,'  quod  he,  *  and  faste  hye, 
Til  thou  at  my  lady  be ; 
And  tak  thy  clarioun  eek  with  thee, 
And  speed  thee  fast.'     And  he  anon 
Took  to  a  man  that  hight  Triton, 
His  clariouns  to  bere  tho, 
And  leet  a  certeyn  wynd  to  go. 
And  blew  so  hidously  and  hye. 
That  hit  ne  lefte  not  a  skye  5x0 

In  al  the  welken  longe  and  brood.  • 

This  Eolus  no-wher  abood. 
Til  he  was  come  at  Fames  feet, 
And  eek  the  man  that  Triton  heet ; 
And  ther  he  stood  as  still  as  stoon. 
And  her-withal  ther  com  anoon 
Another  huge  companye 
Of  olde  folk  and  gimne  crie, 
'  Lady,  graunte  us  now  good  feme 
And  lat  our  werkes  han  that  name,       sac 
Now  in  honour  of  gentilesse. 
And  also  God  your  soule  blesse  ! 
For  we  han  wel  deserved  hit, 
Therfor  is  right  that  we  ben  quyt.* 

*  As  thryve  I,'  quod  she,  *  ye  shal  faile. 
Good  werkes  shal  yow  noght  availc 
To  have  of  me  good  fame  as  now. 
But  wite  ye  what  ?     I  graunte  yow. 
That  ye  shal  have  a  shrewed  name. 
And  wikked  loos  and  worse  &me,        530 
Though  ye  good  loos  have  wel  deserved. 
Now  go  your  wey,  for  ye  be  served  ; 
And  thou,  dan  Eolus,'  quod  she, 
'  Tak  forth  thy  trompe  anon,  let  see, 

503.  So  all  the  authorities. 

505.  F  B/crtA  for  fast. 

506.  Triton ;  cp.  Ovid,  Met.  L  333. 
518.  F  B  Th.  gode  for  olde. 

534.  FB 

Have  doon,  Eolus,  let  we. 

Take  forth  thy  tiumpc  anon,  f|uod  shcu 
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Ar.  i  •:  ■  i.'.  ''T.  kncv'*  ir'.vy  ii'.Ic  r^ri^/i:, 
.\:A  >•--;.  i  ■;,  v.-;/  iT-.-n  Q'.trych-.'T. 
I'/./,  thit  h  vr.  f.;I  tr'.W'}ly 
U-'.-.t:'  'j'  1  fa:n  ■:  ri :: ;  j  I  ful  1  v, 
Aii'l  I'ray:  '.riiit  hit  mVtjhtv  Ix:  know; 
Ki^;hr  :f:  hit  is,  nwl  for'h  y-l.-luwc 
*  I  ^^r;i:. '.»»;,'  qu';'!  .sht:,  *  for  inc  list 
'!:..:•.  u-.'A'  your  j;'/lc  wcrkes  Ix;  wist 
Ai'i'l  yi*.  yc  shul  ban  belter  hxis, 


373 
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57"- 


I*  i.x.  /nc  /-  in  t)  i!  fonm. 

\'  <  X    '.rri.t  f/i'if  :  y  li  Til.  U'htr  t/mi. 

Cx.  ''I  /!>■/■;  1-  !'•  'I  h.  to  hyc. 
^,       F  I!   ih.  ttvf'.r  //£/■>■• 
«7  t.   F  It  /•'•iy€  yo-.v  it  tnjt  If,  Qx.  prayd  hyt 
/.r.-.^  Kt :  'I  li.  frayiff  you  it  tnl^ht. 
IT).   1'  <  X.  'III.  insert  «*!#■  li-f'^re  mf. 


TLi-T  V  iirJrr  2J  :  izif  db*r  *Do»3n  : 
r*!-:':  Z-:«''isw  "•^*  2t  so  bJOik  : 

T-i:  -.^riic^  :'~'i  ■■"zrl-i  ber  suae  jx 

•  F il  Z^-Lj.  iiiy  2: vs.*  b<e  seji^ie : 

A^ic.  iJi'i  >er:*  hi-  i.-*  hi*  —  cstbe. 

.\zi  -  :rJ".  is  '.:wC*  as  izv  •iunco. 
P.'j:  i-zzT  -wyah:  r-a:h  •;•£  h::  woscs, 
>:  'ir:*!-  hi:  n::  -ir  tba:  hi:  s^enie. 
>^:.  icr.is.  il  ^-i  bt-Tt;*-  :ha:  wtsK 
'J-:  :;">.i5  '^jzh-^*  mc -::■--=  5n:cuie 
-\i  ~ez  a  !■::  ■;:  baw^nc  heMe 
Aiz .  r.^  1  be^fct:  f-J:  of  rc*es  : 
"nil'  iiv.  :r  iiir  he  :■-  hir  Ic-se*. 

Ar.l  rl^>.:  w::h  :h:<  I  gar.  a5p}c. 
The:  c-=i  "J-.r  fenhr  r:2:par.ye, — 
L «:  ctr.t'.T.  :~.ev  uers  ^■•m'ier  iVwt,— 
Ar.  I  fcC'z.'T  >::r.-Jtr.  :::  a  revic. 
.\r.i  ity  iir..  •  Cer.-is.  !a  fy  bri^.'.tf, 
V.'e  hiT.   :.::  y^z\  w-vth  a!  .ur  nivcht^ 
E-:  we  r.e  kepcn  h^ve  ::■.•  fasne. 
Hi  J  ■;.::  wcrkcs  and  our  na!E*. 
y  -.'i  -  vlir^  I?vo  !  for  certrt  we 
Har.  ccnejTi  d'-jzi  hit  lor  b.-^urtt-Ti. 
Ar.  i  f-r  r.  >  maner  other  th\T.g.* 
•  I  CTauate  vow  al  vour  a^kxTSii.' 
QujJ  *he  ;  *  let  alle  your  werkes  be  dz 
With  that  aloute  I  clew  mj-n  httd. 
And  saw  an>^n  the  tifte  route 
That  to  this  lady  gonnc  loute. 
I  And  doun  ani>in  on  knees  falle  : 
'.  .\nd  hir  tho  besoughien  alle, 
I  To  hiile  hir  goode  werkes  eek, 

.■\nil  seyde,  the}*  yevcn  nopht  a  leek 
I  For  fame,  nc  for  swich  renoun  ; 
For  they  for  contemplacioun, 

57=.  F  B  omii  ^r>Ar. 

^r.e.   F  IJ  omxi  Al. 

50.  FRTh.A''^ry«/;  P  Cx. /•;.'/>.'.  K 
an.i  Skcat  omit  c.K 

6o2.  P  Cx.  Th'  insert  A*  before  ttrnJtn. 

6 1 2.  P  Cx.  Th.  tunt*ti  for  clc7v. 

6iy.   F  B   Th.  Fcr  tu>  /ante.      Y  P  exit 
P  Cx.  Hi.  omit  second y&r. 
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oddes  love,  hadde  y-wrought, 

fame  wolde  they  nought 

hat  ? '  quod  she,  *  and  be  ye  wood  ? 

rene  ye  for  to  do  good, 

>r  to  have  of  that  no  fkme? 

ye  dispit  to  have  my  name  ? 

^e  shul  lyven  everychoon  ! 

thy  trompe  and  that  anoon,' 

she,  *  thou  Eolus,  I  hote, 

yng  thise  folkes  werk  by  note,    630 

d  the  world  may  of  hit  here.  * 

te  gan  blowe  hir  loos  so  clere, 

golden  clarioun, 

through  the  world  wente  the  soun, 
o  kenely,  and  eek  so  softe, 
tiir  fame  was  blowen  a-lofte. 
>  com  the  sexte  companye, 
jan  faste  to  Fame  crie. 

verraily  in  this  manere 

seyden  :  *  Mercy,  lady  dere  !       640 

lie  certeyn  as  hit  is, 

m  don  neither  that  ne  this, 

del  al  our  lyf  hath  be. 

latheles,  we  preye  thee, 

we  may  have  so  good  a  fame, 

pret  renoun  and  knowen  name, 

ey  that  han  don  noble  gestes, 

icheved  alle  hir  lestes, 

il  of  love  as  other  th3mg  ; 

is  us  never  broche  ne  ryng,  650 

les  nought  from  wymmen  sent, 

les  in  hir  herte  y-ment, 

ake  us  only  frendly  chere, 

lyghte  teme  us  upon  bere, 

t  us  to  the  peple  seme 

le  as  the  world  may  of  us  deme 

w)rmmen  lovede  us  for  wood. 

[lal  don  us  a  moche  good, 

to  our  herte  as  moche  availe 

mntrepeise  ese  and  travaile,         660 


P  Cx.  Th.  //  wrought. 

P  Cx.  Th.  omit  and. 

P  Cx.  Th.  omity&r. 

All  read  wtrke* — the  plural  form  caught 
he  i»«cedinff  word— cp.  kit  in  next  line. 

P  Cx.  1\ukyndely  (or  ktnely  ;  F  B  Also 
\dso. 

P  omits  tbifi  line ;  F  B  But  atte  hut 
f€)  it  was  on  lo/tt;  Cx.  ITi.  their  im  hir. 

F  B  eufood;  Th.  eugooda. 

P  Cx.  eshMtd  alU  herbtstts  ;  Th.  achtutd 
'testes. 


As  we  hadde  wonne  hit  with  labour  ; 

For  that  is  dere  boght  honour, 

At  regard  of  our  greet  ese. 

And  yit  thou  most  us  more  plese ; 

I^t  us  be  holden  eek  therto. 

Worthy,  wyse,  and  gode  also, 

And  riche,  and  happy  unto  love. 

For  Goddes  love  that  sit  above, 

Thogh  we  may  not  the  body  have 

Of  wymmen,  yit,  so  God  me  save  !     670 

Let  men  glewe  on  us  the  name ; 

Sufficeth  that  we  han  the  &me.' 

*  I  graunte,*  quod  she,  *by  my  trouthc ! 
Now,  Eolus,  ^^-ithouten  slouthe, 

Tak  out  thy  tromi)e  of  gold,'  quod  she, 
'  And  blow  as  they  have  axed  me. 
That  every  man  wene  hem  at  ese. 
Though  they  gon  in  fill  bad  lese.' 
This  Eolus  gan  hit  so  blowe. 
That  through  the  world  hit  was  y-knowe. 
Tho  com  the  seventh  route  anoon,  681 
And  fel  on  knees  everychon, 
And  seyde,  *  Lady,  graunte  us  sone 
The  same  thyng,  the  same  bone, 
Thit  thise  nexte  folke  have  doon.* 

*  Fy  on  yow,*  quod  she,  *  everychoon  ! 
Ye  masty  swyn,  ye  ydel  wrecches, 

Ful  of  roten  slowe  tecches  I 

\Miat  ?  false  theves  !  wher  ye  wolde 

Be  famous  good,  and  nothing  nolde     690 

Deserve  why,  ne  never  thoughte 

Men  rather  yow  to-hangen  oughte  ? 

For  ye  be  lyk  the  slepy  cat. 

That  wolde  have  fish  ;  but  wastow  what  ? 

He  wolde  no-thyng  wete  his  clowes. 

Yvel  thrift  come  on  your  jowes, 

And  on  myn  if  I  hit  graunte, 

Or  do  yow  favour  yow  to  avaunte  ! 

Thou  Eolus,  thou  kyng  of  Trace  ! 

Go,  blow  this  folk  a  sory  grace,'  700 

Quod  she,  •  anoon  ;  and  wostow  how 

675.  F  B  read  new  let  se  torouod  sh£. 
685.  A  loose  construction.    Cx.  reads  That  to 
thyse  next  folk  hast  done^  which  b  perhaps  right. 
689-69X.  F  Bread: 

Wbatr  false  therest  or  ye  wolde 
Be  famous  good,  and  nothing  nolde 
Deserve  why.  ne  never  ye  rouafite  i 
Men  rather  yow  to-hangisn  oughte  I 

693.  F  swynt  for  *U^;  B  tweynU^  rightly 
according  to  Skeat. 
699.  Trace^  Thrace. 
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^  ■  ■  ■  • 

'  N.iv,  wLs  !  ■  (:j>i  ihc,  *  hi*.  \^cro  ^  wee: 
A".  *f^  :hcr  in  me  n-j  j uiiicr.  ::• : 

?»Ie  'r.'.]  '.i-:  r.  A.  f\*.*  hi:  r.  /a. 
Nj  :;,:-  r.yi  I  r./*.  gra-ntC-  \  jw." 

T.tj  CjQi  ih-.r  lejivr.^c  in  a  r  •uic. 
Ar.l  ''j,rj  c!a;i'.r:r.  ;il  ^'jy^'.K 
rvL-ry  ii;»Ti  i:j>jn  the  cr.cr.c, 
Th.::  :il  ihc  halK-  ;j;An  lo  .^.wnc, 
A:.-:  "•-vdc,  *  La'ly,  Ivfe  ami  ficrc, 
Wc  l.:.r.  -wich  fojk  as  ye  may  licrc. 
T'l  r-rllCn  .il  !:i'_-  t.ilc  aright, 
Wc  liu-n  ^iiiL\vC.-»  4- very  wyj;hl,  74^ 

Anil  ban  dclyt  in  wikkednc*. 
As  ^i.i-.kK-  f«»lk  have  in  j;<Kxlncs ; 
And  i-Ac  V}  \}<i  kni»wcn  shrewes, 
And  fid  ui  vyce  and  wikkcd  ihcwes  ; 

■;■.-.   V  htvi  {'ix  kan. 

•; /i.  I  aiidc.  V"''.t.  the  lover  of  Tristram;  cp. 
/'.  .'/■/>'.  1.  I-/:'. 

71^.  All  omil  al.  which  Skt.xt  inserts.  1'  reads 
<t;,  which  i>  a  contraction  oK also. 

733.   XWxMvAnreiyfr'ftf',  Willert  rca'i«.^-rir/«/. 

731.  All  omit  ne.     Cx.  Th.  read  to  do, 

7  J?  ^  Ttu  nys  for  AV  this;  Cx.  J\V  / n«  rty/; 
■^  uuHtf  it  yo^v. 


TIC,  i-r*^=y 


"^--i.  1^^  .    — .»         .1.   a<c\»-  i. — .*  .^. 

.v.:  .-  "i-T  lire:  s^ttvi;:*  jl  ic:..?: 

Ir.  A--i-=:i=&.  I /.  liiii  ci:rr." 

•  Ar.  1  w=*r:.  r  ..::  its:  t- j-  =...  ?    v^-.x 

•  Ey  -y  :r ;::-..'  .:u>i  he.  •  zi.a.ur.::. 
I  w:^j.-  ii\T.  hin  rii:i  ^  fjjre, 

-Ai  ■:':h--r  fjlk  hiiie  ir.  :hc  ivcrit. 
.VI- ±.-^*  ihey  wsrrc  of  greet  reLO-i 
F_r  hir  ver-  ir.d  hir  :htf»es. 
Th:-^h:-j  I.i*  grc-xM  a  :'jr-:e  har.  shiest 
"-— ^-«  "•-  -^  *.->'^><. — .or  s.j.iiwf— * 
As  ^  'ic  !.'.i  hi::  :".r  g^xv:r.r>i< : 
.\-i  s::h  I  E:-.iy  r.:i  hivt  iha:  l'.  n. 
Th:*:  '-.ht-r  nyl  I  r...^h:  kt^t.^  n. 
.\7.i  ::r  :  ■  i:e::e  A  Farrjc>  hire. 
Tr.j  lec:}.;^  >c::e  I  al  a-rire. 
N.  >*  il:*  Lur  I  •*..»  l<  V  Towt::  sw\:h.;. 
A-  wysly  t*  ihou  ever  *:::y:hc.' 
■  r.'.a.i'.y,*  qu.Ni  >he.       *  Th<.i:  E.-Ilin 
Ilcrcs:.;'W  no:  what  ihcy  pray  en  us? 
■Madame,  yis,  ful  wd.'  qu-ji:  he, 

•  And  I  wil  irompen  hxi,  jxirde  I' 
.\nd  lok  his  blakke  tnimpe  fa>:e. 
.\nd  gan  10  putten  and  10  blasic. 
Til  hit  was  ai  the  worlJcs  cnde. 

With  thai  I  gan  alx>uic  wcnde, 
K-  ir  cxin  thai  stcHxl  rijjht  ai  my  lok. 
Me  ihoughte  goodly  lo  me  sjak. 
-Vnd  seydc,  *  Frend,  \%  hat  is  thy  nax; 
.\rtow  come  hider  to  haii  fame .'  * 

•  Xay,  for-soihe,  frcnd  !  *  quod  I : 

•  I  cam  nt)ghi  hidcr,  graum  mercy ! 
For  no  swich  cau>c,  l»y  my  heo: ! 
Sulticeih  me,  as  I  were  deed. 

That  no  ^yght  have  my  name  in  h.^ : 
I  wool  my-.'iolf  Ix-si  how  I  stonde, 

753.  P  ends  with  this  line. 

754.  /siii:s,  I  si*.  Chaucer  ncfer<  to  Hf: 
tratus,  who  ^et  ftre  to  the  temple  y}\  I'->a:u 
Kphesus  on  the  night  of  Alexander  the  Cin- 
birth. 

^  757.  F  B  thr(/i  for  ttvtk. 
•jfyj.  Cx.  Th.  As /or  ,  .  .  ajanu  kt  'i". 
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hat  I  drye  or  what  I  thjmkc, — 

my  selven  al  hit  drynke,  790 

Ti  for  the  more  part, 

fbrthe  as  I  can  myn  art.' 

doost  thou  here  than  ?  *  quod  he. 

I,  *  That  wol  I  tellen  the, 

ause  why  I  stonde  here. 

lewe  tydyngs  for  to  lere, 

ewe  thynges,  I  not  what, 

iges  other  this  or  that, 

e,  or  swiche  thinges  glade. 

erteynly,  he  that  me  made  800 

men  hider,  seyde  me 

de  bothe  here  and  see, 

5  place,  wonder  thynges ; 

lese  be  no  swiche  tydynges 

nente.*     *  No  ?  *  quod  he. 

answerde,  *  No,  parde  I 
el  I  Mryste  ever  yit, 
lat  first  I  hadde  wit, 
»om  folk  han  desired  &me 
sely,  and  loos  and  name  ;  810 

rrteynly  I  nyste  how, 
lere  that  Fame  dwellde,  er  now  ; 
ck  of  hir  descripcioun, 
»  hir  condicioun, 
s  ordre  of  hir  dom, 
the  tyme  I  hider  com.' 
/hich]  than,  be  lo,  thise  tidynges, 
thee]  now  [thus]  hider  brynges, 
hou  hast  herd  ? '  quod  he  to  me  ; 
low,  no  fors  ;  for  wel  I  see         8ao 
thou  desirest  for  to  here, 
brth,  and  stond  no  lenger  here, 

wol  the,  withouten  drede, 
Ich  another  place  lede, 
thou  shalt  here  many  oon.' 
)  gan  I  forth  with  him  to  goon, 

F  omits  than  and  inserts  Bui  before  What. 

All  read  things,  thinge ;  read  with  Skeat 

s. 

F  B  /  fMene  of;  Th.  /  mcHi  of. 

All  read  wott  for  wyste. 

Cx.  Th.  Knewt  I  not  tyl. 

19.  All  read : 

Why  than  be.  lo,  these  tydjmf  ei 
That  thou  now  hider  brynges 
That  thoo  hast  herd. 

reads  Whicke  for  Why  than  and  inserts 
1.  818;  Koch  reads: 

Which  than  be.  lo  I  thise  trdtnges 

That  bri&i^e  thee  hider,  and  thtte  thioges 

That  thou  wilt  here. 


Out  of  the  castel,  soth  to  seye. 

Tho  saw  I  stonde  in  a  valeye, 

Under  the  castel,  £&ste  by, 

An  hous,  that  domus  Dedali^  830 

That  Laboryntus  cleped  is, 

Nas  maad  so  wonderlich  y-wys, 

Ne  half  so  queynteliche  y-wrought. 

And  evermo,  so  swyit  as  thought, 

This  queynte  hous  aboute  wente. 

That  nevermo  hit  stille  stente. 

And  therout  com  so  greet  a  noise. 

That  had  hit  stonden  upon  Oise, 

Men  myghte  hit  han  herd  esely 

To  Rome,  I  trowe  sikerly  840 

And  the  noise  which  that  I  herde, 

For  al  the  world  right  so  hit  ferde. 

As  doth  the  routyng  of  the  stoon. 

That  from  thengyn  is  leten  goon. 

And  al  this  hous  of  whiche  I  rede 
Was  maad  of  twigges,  falwe,  rede 
And  grene  eek,  and  som  weren  white, 
Swiche  as  men  to  these  cages  thwyte, 
Or  maken  of  these  panyers, 
Or  elles  hottes  or  dossers ;  850 

But  for  the  swough  and  for  the  twygges, 
This  house  was  also  ful  of  gigges, 
And  also  fill  eek  of  chirkynges. 
And  of  many  other  werkynges ; 
And  eek  this  hous  hath  of  entrees 
As  fele  of  leves  as  ben  on  trees 
In  somer,  whan  they  grene  been, 
And  on  the  roof  men  may  yit  seen 
A  thousand  holes,  and  wel  moo. 
To  leten  wel  the  soun  out  go.  860 

And  eek  by  day  in  every  tydc 
Been  al  the  dorcs  opened  wide. 
And  by  nyght  echoon  unshette  ; 
Ne  porter  ther  is  non  to  lette 
No  maner  tydyngs  in  to  pace  ; 

83a  domus   Dedali^  the  labyrinth  jnade   by 
Daedalus  for  Minos  ;  cp.  Ovid,  Met.  viii.  i^  ff. 
838.  Oise,  a  northern  tributary  of  the  Seine. 


819.  F  B  Th.  Men;  Cx.  /;  probably  the  right 
ading  is  iV*(  =  one) ;  Th.  myghte  ham  henihtt. 
850.  F   B  Cx.  hottes:    Th.  hutches;    Skeat 


reads  hottes. 

851.  F  B  Th.  That  for  Bui, 

854.  So  Cx.  Th.,  but  certainly  wrongly  ;  B 
omits  the  line  ;  F  has  only  As  ful  this  lo. 

856.  F  B  ^n  for  on.  B  omits  as  before  ben 
and  inserts  it  before  of;  Cx.  As  tmany  as  Uues 
ben  0/  trees;  Th.  As  many  eu  leues  ben  on 
trees. 
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Ne  never  resle  is  in  that  place, 

That  hit  nys  fild  ful  of  tydynges, 

Other  loude,  or  in  whisprynges. 

And  over  alle  the  houses  angles, 

Is  fill  of  rounynges  and  of  jangles,        870 

Of  werres,  of  pees,  of  manages. 

Of  reste,  of  labour  of  viages. 

Of  aboode,  of  deeth,  of  lyfe, 

Of  love,  of  hate,  acorde,  of  stryfe. 

Of  loos,  of  lore,  and  of  wynnynges, 

Of  hele,  of  sckeness,  of  bUdynges, 

Of  faire  wyndes,  of  tempestes, 

Of  qwalme  of  folk,  and  eek  of  bcstes  ; 

Of  dyvers  transmutaciouns. 

Of  cstats  and  eek  of  regions  ;  880 

Of  trust,  of  drede,  of  jelousye. 

Of  wyt,  of  wynnynge,  of  folye  ; 

Of  plentee,  and  of  greet  famyne. 

Of  chepc,  of  derth,  and  of  ruyne  ; 

Of  good  or  mysgovemement. 

Of  fire,  of  dyvers  accident. 

And  lo,  this  hous  of  whiche  I  write, 
Siker  be  ye,  hit  nas  not  lyte  ; 
For  hit  was  sixty  myle  of  lengthe, 
Al  was  the  tymbcr  of  no  strcngthe  ;      890 
Vet  hit  was  founded  to  endure 
Whil  that  hit  list  to  Aventure, — 
That  is  the  moder  of  tydynges, 
As  the  see  of  welles  and  sprynges, — 
And  hit  was  shapen  lyk  a  cage. 

*  Certcs,*  quod  I,  *  in  al  myn  age, 
Nc  saw  I  swich  a  hous  as  this.* 
And  as  I  wondrede  me,  y-wys. 
Upon  this  hous,  tho  war  was  I 
How  that  myri  egle,  faste  by,  900 

Was  pcrchc(l  hye  upon  a  stoon  ; 
And  I  gan  strcighte  to  hym  goon, 
xVnd  scyde  thus  :  *  I  preyc  thee 
That  thou  a  whil  abide  me 
For  Goddes  love,  and  let  me  seen 
What  wondrcs  in  that  place  been  ; 
For  yit  jxiraunter  I  may  lere 

872.  All  rextei. 

876.  Cx.  Th.  hsyngei  for  biUyngts^  perhaps 
rightly. 

877.  ^x.'Yh.'.f  ether  and  {ox  wyndes. 

877.  All  and  eek  of  tempestei^  caught  from  line 
below. 

886.  All  and  of. 

891.   K  li  Th.  is  fur  was. 

899.  Cx.  Ui>0n  the  hous  thai  was/ul  hye, 

906.   F  B  this  fur  that. 


Somme  good  tberin,  or  tumwhat  hoe 
That  leef  me  were,  or  that  I  vcnte^' 

*  Peter !  that  is  myn  entente^'        g» 
Quod  he  to  me  ;  '  therlbr  I  dneDe, 
But  certeyn,  con  thyng  I  thee  teOe^       \ 
That,  but  I  bringe  thee  theriuiei 
Ne  shalt  thou  never  ciinne  gyuie 
To  come  into  hit,  out  of  doute. 
So  &ste  hit  whirlethy  lo,  aboute. 
But  sith  that  Joves,  of  his  grace, 
As  I  have  seyd,  wol  thee  solace 
Fynally  with  thise  thynges, 
Unkouthe  syghtes  and  tydynges,         9> 
To  passe  with  thyn  hevynesse, 
Swiche  routhe  hath  he  of  thy  distrene,— 
That  thou  suffrest  debonairly. 
And  wost  thy-selven  utterly, 
Desperat  of  all  maner  blis, 
Sith  that  Fortune  hath  msiad  a-mjs 
The  swote  of  al  thyn  hertes  reste 
Languisshe  and  eek  in  poynt  to  bresK,— 
That  he  through  his  myghty  meiite, 
Wol  do  thee  an  ese,  al  be  hit  lyte,      9* 
And  yaf  expresse  commaundement, 
To  whiche  I  am  obedient, 
To  furthre  thee  with  al  my  myght, 
And  yrpsA  and  techc  thee  aright, 
'\Mier  thou  maist  most  tydjiiges  here ; 
Thou  shalt  anoon  heer  many  oon  lerc' 

With  this  worde  he  right  anoon 
Hente  me  up  bytwene  his  toon. 
And  at  a  wyndowe  in  me  broghte. 
That  in  this  hous  was,  as  mc  thoghte, — 9^ 
And  therwithal  me  thoghte  hit  stente, 
And  no-thing  hit  aboute  wentc, — 
And  me  sette  in  the  flore  adoun. 
But  which  a  congregadoun 
Of  folk,  as  I  saw  rome  aboute, 

908.  F  B  thereon. 

9x0.  Cx.  Th.  insert  non^  afker  thai. 

914.  Cx.  Th.  conntthe  gym. 

919.  So  all  authorities,  llic  line  b  at  lof^ 
one  syllable  short. 

925.  F  I J  Disesperat  o/etUe  hUs. 

927.  Y /rot;  B/oot;  Cx.  Th.  ns^te;  Koti 
/ruit. 

9;?o.  Cx.  the  an ;  F  than ;  Th.  B  the.  C> 
omits  //  '(>/  and  inserts  wyl  after  he  in  line  ihan. 

931.  All  insert  in  zkhtt  ya/l 

936.  F  B  SkaltOTv  here  a$ufOH  ;  C%.  Th.  opis 
anoon,  perhap!«  rightly ;  Skeat  am<v«  keer. 

938.  F  B  omit  this  fine. 

940.  Cx.  It^'hyckeon. 

944-  Cx.  whyche  a  greie  ;  Th.  mchemfwr. 
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within  and  some  withoute, 
lever  seen,  ne  shal  ben  eft ; 

certes,  in  the  world  nys  left 
any  fonned  by  Nature, 
^  so  many  a  creature  ;  950 

wel  unethe  in  that  place 
!e  I  oon  foot  brede  of  space  ; 
jvery  wyght  that  I  saw  there 
ede  everych  in  otheres  ere 
ve  tydyng  prevely, 
les  tolde  al  openly 

thus,  and  seyde,  *  Nost  not  thou 
is  betid,  late  or  now  ? ' 
6,'  quod  he,  *  tel  me  what.* 
Jian  he  tolde  him  this  and  that,    960 
jwoor  therto  that  hit  was  sooth, — 
5  hath  he  sayd,'  and  *Thus  he  dooth,* 
5  shal  hit  be,*  *  Thus  herde  I  seye,* 
t  shal  be  found,*  *  That  dare  I  leye.* 
al  the  folk  that  is  a-lyve 
m  the  connyng  to  discryve 
hynges  that  I  herde  there, 

aloude,  and  what  in  ere. 
I  the  wonder-most  was  this  : 
1  oon  hadde  herd  a  thyng  y-wys,  970 
)m  forth  to  another  wight, 
^n  him  tellen,  anoon-right, 
ame  that  to  him  was  told, 
t  a  forlong-way  was  old, 
an  somwhat  for  to  eche 
is  tidyng  in  his  speche 
than  ever  hit  spoken  was. 
lat  so  sone  dei^rted  nas 
iro  him,  that  he  ne  mette 
the  thridde  ;  and,  or  he  Ictte       980 


F   B  omit  this  line,  which  is  probably 
L     Koch  Many  a  tkousand  in  a  route. 
Cx.  Th.  insert  it  before  toldi. 
Cx.  Th.  to  right  now. 
All  au0d  he  ;  Willert  gtt^  the  other. 
AU  insert  oW before  each  Thus;  Cx.  Th. 
hys  (this)  shall  be. 

F  B  come  forth  ryght  to ;  Cx.  come  forth 
Th.  Came  strevght  to.  Probably  right 
original  of  F  B  had  the  word  forth  written 
it  TCcause  of  its  recurrence  in  the  next  line, 
then  crept  into  the  text  as  well  as  right. 
leory  is  supported  by  the  reading  of  Th., 
is  an  edited  text. 
P  B  Th.  that  him  was;  Cx.  that  was  to 

F  B  Th.  Mm  for  his. 

F  B  More  than  hit  ever  was, 

F  B  That  he  fro  .  . .  thoo,  etc. 


Any  stounde,  he  tolde  him  als  ; 

Were  the  tidyng  sooth  or  feds, 

Yit  woldc  he  telle  hit  nathelees, 

And  evermo  with  more  encrees 

Than  hit  was  erst.     Thus  north  and  southe 

Went  every  [thyng]  fro  mouth  to  mouthe, 

And  that  cncresyng  evermo, 

As  fire  is  wont  to  quykke  and  go 

From  a  sparke  spronge  amys, 

Til  al  a  citee  brent  up  is.  990 

And  whan  that  was  ful  up-spronge, 
And  woxen  more  on  every  tonge 
Than  ever  hit  was,  [hit]  went  anoon 
Up  to  a  wyndowe  out  to  goon 
Or,  but  hit  myghte  out  ther  pace, 
Hit  gan  out  crepe  at  som  crevace. 
And  fleigh  forth  feste  for  the  nones. 

And  somtyme  saw  I  ther,  at  ones 
A  lesyng  and  a  sad  soth-sawe. 
That  gonne  of  aventure  drawe  xooo 

Out  to  a  wyndowe  for  to  pace ; 
And,  when  they  metten  in  that  place, 
They  were  a-chekked  bothe  two. 
And  neither  of  hem  myghte  out  go ; 
For  other  so  they  gonne  croude. 
Til  eche  of  hem  gan  crien  loude, 
*  Lat  me  go  first ! '     *  Nay,  but  lat  me  ! 
And  here  I  wol  ensuren  thee 
Wyth  the  nones  that  thou  wolt  do  so. 
That  I  shal  never  fro  thee  go,  loio 

But  be  thyn  ownc  sworen  brother  I 
We  wil  medle  us  eche  with  other. 
That  no  man,  be  they  never  so  wrothe, 
Shal  han  that  oon  [of]  two,  but  bothe 
At  ones,  al  beside  his  leve, 
Come  we  a-morwe  or  on  eve, 
Be  we  cried  or  stille  y-rouned.* 
Thus  saw  I  false  and  sooth  compouned. 
Togeder  flee  for  00  tidynge. 

Thus  out  al  holes  gonne  wrynge      loao 

986.  F  B  mouthe  for  thyng;  Cx.  Th.  tydyng; 
Skeat  word. 
991.  Y  W  y-s^rbnge. 
993.  All  reaa  and  for  second  hit. 
999.  Cx.  soth  sayd  sawe^  perhaps  rightly. 

1004.  F  B  most  (must), 

1005.  C^\  omits  1.  1005  to  the  end,  but  prints 
twelve  spurious  lines  as  conclusion. 

1006.  Th.  /''or  eche  other  they  gonne  so. 
1009.  Th.  omits  the. 

1012.  Th.  in  for  with. 

loi  4.  F  han  on  two  ;  B  omits  of  two  ;  111.  hane 
one  two. 
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THE   PROLOGUE 

"his  prologue  is  extant  in  two  different  versions,  an  earlier  and  a  later,  between 
1  there  are  many  important  variations  (see  Introduction).     The  portion  in  which 
of  these  occur  is  here  given  in  both  forms,  words  and  lines  in  the  first  version 
ed  or  altered  in  the  second  being  printed  in  italics.  .    - 

THE  PROLOGUE        1        THE  PROLOGUE 


First  Version 

OUSENT  sythis  have  I  herd  men  telle, 
there  is  joye  in  hevene  and  peyne  in 

heUe, 
I  acorde  wel  that  it  ^^  so  ; 
natheles,  this  wit  I  wel  also, 
there  ne  is  non  that  dwellyth  in  this 

cuntre 
eythir  hath  in  helU  or  hevene  i-be, 
lay  of  it  non  othere  weyis  wytyn 
&  he  hath  herd  seyd,  or  founde  it 

wrytyn  ; 
)y  asay  there  may  no  man  it  preve. 
t  goddis  forbode  but  men  schulde 

leve  10 

more  thyng  than  men  han  seyn  with 

eye  1 
schal  nat  wenyn  everything  a  lye, 
hoi  he  say  it  nat  of  yore  ago, 
wot  a  thyng  is  nevcre  the  lesse  so^ 
r  every  wyght  ne  may  it  nat  i-se. 
ird  the  monk  ne  say  nat  al  pardee  ! 
ne  motyn  we  to  bokys  that  we  fynde, 
rw  whiche  that  olde  thjmgis  ben  in 

mynde, 
to  the  doctiyne  of  these  olde  wyse, 
1  credence,  in  every  skylfiil  wyse ;  20 
frowyn  on  these  olde  aprovede  storyis 
>lynesse,  of  regnys,  of  victoryis, 
ve,  of  hate,  of  othere  sundery  thyngis 
lich  I  may  nat  make  r^ersyngys. 


1*49.  Cp.  B  1-49. 


Second  Version,  B 

A  thousande  tymes  I  have  herd  men 

telle, 
That  there  is  joy  in  hevene,  and  peyne  in 

helle, 
And  I  acorde  wel  that  it  is  so ; 
But,  natheles,  yet  wot  I  wel  also. 
That  ther  isnoondwellyng  in  this  countree. 
That  eythir  hath  in  hevene  or  in  helle  y-be, 
Ne  may  of  hit  noon  other  weyes  witen. 
But  as  he  hath  herd  seyde,  or  founde  it 

writen  ; 
For  by  assay  ther  may  no  man  it  preve. 

But  God  forbede  but  men  shulde  leve  xo 
Wel  more  thing  than  men  han  seen  with  eye ! 
Men  shal  not  wenen  everything  a  lye 
But -if  hymselfe  it  seeth,  or  elles  dooth  ; 
For,  God  wot,  thing  is  never  the  lasse 

sooth, 
Thogh  every  wight  ne  may  it  not  y-see. 
Bemardc,  the  monke,  ne  saugh  Hat  al, 

parde  ! 
Than  mote  we  to  bokes  that  we  iynde, — 
Thurgh  which  that  olde  thinges  ben  in 

mynde, — 
And  to  the  doctrine  of  these  olde  wyse, 
Yeve  credence,  in  every  skylful  wise,     ao 
That  tellen  of  these  olde  appreved  stories, 
Of  holynesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of  other  sondry  thynges, 
Of  whiche  I  may  not  maken  rehersynges. 

1.  MfH,  om.  FS. 

2.  TAat,  om.  F^. 

16.  Bernard,  glossed  in   G  F^.      '  B«mardus 
monachus  (om.  G)  non  vidit  omnia.' 
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First  Version 
And  if  that  olde  bokis  weryn  aweye, 
I-loryn  were  of  remembrance  the  keye. 
Wei  oughte  us  thanne  on  olde  bokys  leve^ 
There  as  there  is  non  othyr  dsay  be  preve ; 
And  as  for  me,  thow  that  myn  wit  be  lite, 
On  bokys  for  to  rede  I  me  delyte,         30 
And  in  myn  hertc  have  hem  in  reverence, 
And  to  hem  yeve  swich  hist  and  swich 

credence 
That  ther  is  wel  onethe  game  non 
That  from  myne  bokys  make  [th]  me  to  gon 
But  it  be  other  upon  the  halyday, 
Or  ellis^  in  thejdly  tyme  of  May, 
Whan  that  I  here  the  smalii  foulys  synge, 
And  that  theflouris  gynnefor  to  sprynge, — 
Farwel  myn  stodye,  as  lastynge  that  sesoun  ! 
Now  have  I  therto  this  condycyoun,  40 
ThAt  of  alle  the  flouris  in  the  mede 
Thanne  love  I  most  these  flourys  white 

and  rede, 
Swychc  as   men  callc  dayesyis  in  ourc 

toun. 
To  hem  have  I  so  grct  affccioun, 
As  I  seydc  erst,  whan  comjii  is  the  may. 
That  in  myn  bed  there  dawith  me  no  day 
That  I  ne  am  up  and  walkynge  in  the  mede. 
To  sen  these  flouris  agen  the  sunne  to- 

sprede. 
Whan  it  upryseth  be  the  morwe  schene^  49 
The  loftgi-  day  (hits  walkynge  in  thegrene. 


And  whan  the  sunne  beg\'nnysfor  tov/QsiQ^ 
Thanne  closet h  it,  and  drawith  it  to  reste. 
So  sore  it  is  a-ferid  of  the  nyght. 
Til  on  the  monve  that  it  is  dayis  lyght. 
This  dayeseye^  of  alle  flouris  flour, 
Fulfyld  of  vertu  and  of  alle  honour, 
And  everc  i-like  fayr  and  frosh  of  hewc, 
As  ivel  in  ivyntyr  as  in  somyr  ncwe, 
Fuiyn  wolde  I  prcysyn  if  I  cowie  aright, 
/>'/</,  wo  is  me  !  it  lyth  fiat  in  vtyn  myght 


51-59.  Cp.  \j  6u-()j. 

43.  /»wr,  F  fur. 

50-5*1  57-60,  64-73.  New  lines. 


Second  Version,  B 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  were  awey, 
V-lome  were  of  remembraunce  the  key.    j 
Wel  ought  us,  thanne,  hcmouren  andbekv: ' 
These  bokes,  ther  we    han   noon  ocber 

preve. 
And  as  for  me,  though  that  I  kocsc 

but  lyte, 
On  bokes  for  to  rede  I  me  delyte,        jc 
And  to  hem  yive  I  feyth  and  ful  credeooe, 
And  in  myn  herte  have  hem  in  revereoa  \ 
So  hertely,  that  ther  is  game  noon 
That  fro  my  bokes  maketh  me  to  goon, 
But  it  be  seldom  on  the  holyday, 
Save,  certeynly,  whan    that  the  mood 

of  May 
Is  comen,  and  that  I  here  the  foalcs  sjnp, 
And    that    the    floures    gynnen  for  so 

sprynge, — 
Farewel  my  boke,  and  my  devockn ! 

Now  have  I  thanne  su^e  a  condidoo, 
Thit  of  alle  the  floures  in  the  mede,  41 
Than  love*  I  most  thise  floures  white  vA 

rede, 
Suche  as  men  callcn  daysyes  in  our  toon. 
To  hem  have  I  so  grete  aflecdoun. 
As  I  seyde  erst,  whan  comen  is  the  May, 
That  in  my  bed  ther  daweth  me  no  day, 
That  I  nam  up  and  walkyng  in  the  mede, 
To  seen  this  floure  agein  the  sonne  sprede. 
Whan  it  uprysith  erly  by  the  morwe ; 
That  blisful  sighte  softneth  al  my  serve,  y» 
So  glad  am  I,  whan  that  I  ha\*e  presesce 
Of  it,  to  doon  it  alle  reverence. 
As  she  that  is  of  alle  floures  flour, 
Fulfilled  of  al  vertue  and  honour. 
And  cvere  ilike  feire,  and  fresshe  of  bewe. 
And  I  love  it,  and  evere  ylike  newc. 
And  ever  shal,  til  that  myn  herte  dye ; 
Al  swerc  I  nat,  of  this  I  wol  nat  l)t: ; 
Ther  loved  no  wight  hotter  in  his  ly\c.  55 
And,  whan  that  it  is  eve,  I  renne  biyrt, 
As  sone  as  evere  the  sonne  gynneth  ii«te. 
To  seen  this  flour,  how  it  wol  go  to  rest*, 
For  fere  of  n>'ght,  so  hateth  she  derknesse! 
Hir  chereispleynlysprad  in  the  brtghtnesse 
Of  the  sonne,  for  ther  it  wol  uncktse. 
Alias,  tliat  I  ne  had  Englyssh,  r>me  or 

pro.se, 
Siiflisant  this  flour  to  preysc  ar)-ght ! 
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First  Version 


1 1  wot  ^^ifolk  han  herebefom    6x 
:ynge  ropyn  and  lad  awey  the  corn, 
I  come  aftyr,  glenynge  here  and 
ther, 

n  fill  glad  if  I  may  iynde  an  er 
goodly  word  that  they  han  laft. 
it  happe  me  rehersen  eft 
\ey  han  in  here  frosche  songis  said, 
'hat  they  weU  nat  benevele  a-payed, 
t  IS  seyd  infortheryng  and  honour 
that  eythir  servyn  lef  or  flour  ;      70 
istyth  wel  I  ne  have  nat  undyrtake 
he  lef  agayn  the  flour  to  make^ 
he  flour  to  make  ageyn  the  lef, 
re  than  of  the  com  agen  the  shef ; 
to  me  is  lefere  non,  ne  lothere, 
rithholde  yit  with  never  nothire  ; 
irho  servyth  lef  ne  who  the  flour. 
nys  nothyng  the  entent   oj  myn 
labottr  ; 

s  werk  is  al  of  anothyr  tunne      79 
;  story,  er  swich  strifvi?^  begunne. 
lerfore  that  I  spak  to  yeve  credence 
vs  olde  and  don  hem  reverence 
nen  schulde  autoriteis  beleve, 
IS  there  lyth  non  othyrasaybe  preve. 
m  entent  is,  or  Ifroyoufare^ 
\kede  tixt  in  Englis  to  declare 
\ye  a  story ^  or  ellis  ofmanye  ageste^ 
mrys  seyn — levyth  hem  if  you  teste. 


Cp.  B  73-8a. 
Cp.  B  188-196. 
Cp.  B  97*100. 


VM  the  Lee/or  with  the  Flour.  This 
to  be  the  earliest  allusion  to  the  dispute  as 
erits  of  the  Flower  and  the  Leaf  on  which 
•r  of  Chaucer  afterwards  wrote  the  Poem 
t  title.  ^ 

New  linev. 

(aX  B^  only ;  rest  om. 

hey^  Triii.3 ;  Arch.  Seld.  man  ;   F  om. ; 

I. 

o.  New  lines. 

t/y  om.  F. 


Second  Version,  B 
But  helpeth  ye  that  han  konnyng  and 

myght. 
Ye  lovers,  that  kan  make  of  sentement ; 
In  this  case  oghte  ye  be  diligent  70 

To  forthren  me  somwhat  in  my  labour, 
Whethir  ye  ben  with  the  Leef  or  with 

the  Flour ; 
For  wel  I  wot,  that  ye  han  her-bifome 
Of  makynge  ropen,  and  lad  awey  the  come ; 
And  I  come  after,  glenyng  here  and  there, 
And  am  ful  glad  if  I  may  iynde  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  ye  han  left. 
And  thogh  it  happen  me  rehercen  eft 
That  ye  han  in  your  fresshe  songes  sayede, 
Forbereth  me,  and  beth  not  evele  apayede, 
Syn  that  ye  see  I  do  it  in  the  honour     81 
Of  love,  and  eke  in  service  of  the  flour 
Whom  that  I  serve  as  I  have  witte  or  myght. 
She  is  the  clerenesse  and  the  verray  lyght. 
That  in  this  derke  worlde  me  wynt  and 

ledyth. 
The  herte  in-with  my  sorwful  brest  yow 

dredith. 
And  loveth  so  sore,  that  ye  ben  verrayly 
The  maistresse  of  my  witte,  and  nothing  I, 
My  worde,  my  werk,  is  knyt  so  in  youre 

bond 
That  as  an  harpe  obeieth  to  the  bond,     90 
That  maketh  it  soune  after  his  fyngerynge, 
Ryghtso  mowe  ye  oute  of  myn  herte  bringe 
Swich  vois,  ryght  as  yow  lyst,  to  laughe 

or  pleyne ; 
Be  ye  my  gide,  and  lady  sovereyne. 
i\s  to  my  erthely  god,  to  yowe  I  calle, 
Bothe  in  this  werke,  and  in  my  sorwcs  alle. 
But   wherfore   that   I   spake   to  yive 

credence 
To  olde  stories,  and  doon  hem  reverence. 
And  that  men  mosten  more  thyng  beleve 
Then  they  may  seen  at  eye  or  elles  preve. 
That  shal  I  seyn,  whanne  that  I  sec  my 

tyme —  101 

I  may  nat  al  attones  speke  in  ryme. 
My  besy  gost,  that  thursteth  alwey  newe. 
To  seen  this  flour  so  yong,  so  fresshe  of 

hewe, 
Constreyned  me  with  so  gledy  desire. 
That  in  myn  herte  I  feele  yet  the  fire, 
I  That  made  me  to  ryse  er  it  wer  day. 
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First  Ver5IOX 
IVkan  *€Li:td  was  almcjt  the  wumyth  of 

And  I  kjJJt  rami  J,  al  the  xomery:  day^  90 
The  rren-:  ffuiewe^  of  "which  that  I  yo-st? 

tzlU, 
Upcn  thi  fro:<hi  diytzeU  to  hkolJi^ 

And  that  'h'l-  s^jnnc  out  of  the  south  gan 

w  e '•-•-■ 
An'l  (lo:fd€  rvii  the  flour  and  ^on  to  restc 
I'tfT  d'jrkn«-'=-:*  of  the  nyht  0/  which  sche 

'lr;i'Mc, 
I lom  to  r.iyn hou-;,  ful swiftly,  I  me  sjndde. 
And  in  a  lytyl  erber  that  I  have, 
/-tjenche<!c  ftewe  tvi/h  iur\is,   fro<che  i- 

grave, 
I  liad  men  «ichuMe  me  myn  couche  make ; 
For  de>'n»«:  of  the  newc  somer}-5  sake,  100 
I  \Af\  hr;m  strowe  flourls  on  my  bed. 
\Mjan  I  w^^  layd  and  haddem)!!  e>'en  hid 
I  fel  a.sil'j[x,*  zvi/ht'ftpif  an  hour  or  two. 
Mc  mvUc  how  /was  in  the  medewc  iho, 
Aftd  that  I  rome  ie  in  that  jamf  gyse. 
To  -en  thtU  flour,  a.r  yc  han  herd  dayse, 
Fayr  wa:  thi;  nuderce^  as  thon^hte  me^ 

averai : 
With  flouris  f/ite  enbroudit  «\i;  it  al. 
As  for  to  six-ke  of  gommc,  or  erljc,  or  trc, 
Com|jarisoun  may  non  i-makedc  lie  ;    no 
F'jr  it  surmounte//<f  plej-nly  alio  odours. 
And  of  richc  !x;ute  alio  flour^-s. 
Forget yn  ha<ldc  the  crthe  his  pore  estat 
(Jfwynlyr,   that  hyni  nakefle  made  and 

mat, 
And  with  his  swerd  of  atld  sty  sore  haddd 

grevyil  : 
Now^ai/c/d'the it:mi)res<>nnealthat  rclev^il, 
And  clot  hide  hym  /"« .^^r*;;/^  ^/ newe  ageyn. 
The  smalc  foulis,  of  the  seson  fayn. 
That   from  the  i)anter  and  the   net  Ixjn 

skapid,  II, 

Upon  the  foulcre,  that  hcni  niadca-wapid 

S'y-lOJ,     Cj).    H    100.    l^^O-lgj,    197-212. 

ioS-ij7.  Cp.  li  119-151. 

loS.  M/x,  om.  r. 

HI.  that,  oni.  V . 

113.  the  trite,  T.iurus  or  the  Hull. 

114.  Ai:t-Horcs  ti.>jr/ttri',  Europa. 
la^.  at/e,  V.  of. 

143-144.   New' lines. 


Second  Vbksiok,  B  j 

And  this  was  now  the  fiz^e  monre  ofMn. 
^Vi:h  dredfol  hert,  and  glad  devocko     j 
For  to  ben  at  the  resorreodon  n: ' 

Of  this  tlour,  whan  thai  it  shdde  oodoR 
.Vgayne  the  sonne,  that  roos  3ls  redeasroib 
That  in  the  bresrwas  of  the  beste,  that  dn. 
That  Agenores  doghtre  Lauide  2«ay. 
And  doun  on  knes  anon-nrght  I  n:e  Koc, 
.\nd  as  I  koude,  this  fresshe  floor  I  gren. 
Knelyng  alwey,  til  it  unclosed  was, 
Upon  the  smalc,  softe,  s«x>te  gras. 
That  «-as  with  fiourcs  5wx>te  enbronded  iL 
Of  swich   swetnesse,    and   swicfa  od« 

over-al,  tx 

That  for  to  speke  of  gmnme,  or  herbe,  a 

tree, 
Comparisoun  may  noon  y-makcd  be ; 
For  it  surmounteth  pleynly  aUe  odo8K& 
And  of  riche  beautc  alle  flnures. 
Forgeten  had  the  enhe  his  pore  estitc 
Of  H-)'ntir,  that  him  naked  made  and  mate. 
And  ift-ith  his  swerd  of  coldesosoregremi: 
Now  hath  the  atempresonneal  thatrekred 
That  naked  was,  and  clad  it  new  agayne. 
The  smale  foules,  of  the  sesoun  fiyue,  i« 
That  ofthe  pan  ter  and  thenetiebensapec. 
U}X)n  the  foweler,  that  hem  madea-wbipo: 
In    w}'nter,    and    distroyed    hadde  hiR 

broode, 
Inhisdispitehemthoghtcit  did  hemp>JCf 
Ti;)  sj-nge  of  hym,  and  in  hir  songe  dL^rts 
The  foule  cherle,  that,  for  his  covcjiijc. 
Had  hem  betrayed  with  hU  s<^phisirrc. 
This  was  hir  songe,  'The  foweler  « 

defTye, 
Andalhiscraftc.'  AmisommesongenckTL 
I-ayes  of  love,  that  jo>-e  it  inas  to  here.  :j 
In  worshipynge  and   in  prej-sing  <si  \' 

make ; 
Antl,  for  the  newe  blisRil  somcrs  sake. 
Upon  the  braunchcs  ful  of  hk^nu's  S(  -Jit 
In  hire  delyt,  they  tumc«l  hem  ful  oi'c. 
And  songen,  *  Blessed  be  Scyni  Valent\-rc ' 
For  on  his  day  I  chees  you  to  be  myitf. 
VVithouten  rcpentyng  myne  herte  sn-eif  ■' 
And  therewithal  hire  bekcs  gonnen  meet*:, 
Yeldyng  honour  and  humble  obeysacnces 
To  love,  and  didcn  hire  ot  hero  obsemunccs 
That  longeth  onto  love,  and  to  naiurt* :  i;« 
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^  First  Version 

^  Iiiwyntyr,and  distroyed  hadde  hire  brood, 
J.  In  his  dispit  hem  thoughte  it  dede  hem 
^  good 

-  To  synge  of  hym,  and  in  here  song  despise 
- .  Tlic  fbule  cherl  that,  for  his  coveytyse, 
-.,  Hadde  hem  betrayed  with  his  sophistrye. 
_.  This  was  here  song  ♦Thefoulere  we  defye.' 
_^  Some  songyn  on  the  [  ]  braunchis  clere 
««  [Layes]  of  love,  that  joye  it  was  to  here, 
_^  In  warschepe  and  in  preysyng  of  hire  make, 
^.  And  [for]  the  newe  biysful  somerys  sake. 
,,  [And]sungyn  *BlyssedebeseyntValentyn, 
j^'  [For]  at  his  day  I  ches  yow  to  be  myn,  132 

Withoute  r^pentynge,  myn  herte  swete  I ' 
^  And  therwithal  here  bekys  gunne  mete, 

[Yeldyng]   honour   and    humble    obcy- 
saunces, 
_*  And  after  dedyn  othere  observauncys, 
^  Ryhi  [longynge]  onto  love  and  to  natures : 
.  '  So  eche  of  hem  to  cryaturys. 

This  song  to  her  kin  I  dede  al  myn  entente 

Parwhy  I  mette  I  wiste  what  they  ment. 
^  Tyl  at  the  taste  a  larke  song  above,       141 
^  •  /  w,*  quod  she,  *  the  myghty  god  of  lave. 

Lo^yondhe comyth,  Ise  hisewyngissprede, ' 
^  7%o  gan  I  token  endelong  the  mede 
~^  And  saw  hym  come  and  in  his  bond  aquene 
^.  Clothed  in  ryal  abyte,  alof^tn^. 


Lines  X27-I38  are  very  imperfect  in  the  unique 
IIS.,  which  omiu  several  words  and  reads  attd 
thai  for  that  in  1.  138.  qfiix  for  in  1.  230,  That 
fcr  And  in  1.  131,  The  honour  and  the  humble 
In  L  135.    L.  138  seems  hopeless. 

144-166.  Cpw  Baii-a34. 


z59-x87.  New  lines. 

X64.  //,  Arch.  Seld.  that;  FB  it  not. 


Second  Version,  B 
Construeth  that  as  yow  lyst,  I  do  no  cure. 
And   tho   that   hadde   don  unkynde- 

nesse, — 
As  doth  the  tydif,  for  newfangelnesse, — 
Besoghte  mercy  of  hir  trespassynge, 
And  humblely  songen  hir  repentynge. 
And  sworen  on  the  blosmes  to  be  trewe, 
So  that  hire  makes  wolde  upon  hem  rewe. 
And  at  the  lastc  maden  hir  acorde.      159 
Al  founde  they  Daunger  for  a  tyme  a  lord. 
Vet  Pitee,  thurgh  his  strongegentil  myght, 
Foryaf,  and  made  Mercy  passen  Ryght, 
Thurgh  Innocence,  and  ruled  Curtesye. 
But  I  ne  clepe  it  innocence  folye, 
Ne  fals  pitee,  for  vertue  is  the  mene ; 
As  Ethike  seith,  in  swich  maner  I  mene. 
And  thus  thise  foweles,  voide  of  al  malice, 
Acordeden  to  love,  and  laften  \nce 
Of  hate,  and  songen  alle  of  oon  acorde, 
'Welcome,  Somer,  oure  govemour  and 

lorde.'  170 

And  Zepherus  and  Flora  gentilly 
Vaf  to  the  floures,  softe  and  tenderly, 
Hir  swoote  breth,  and  made  hem  for  to 

sprede. 
As  god  and  goddesse  of  the  floury  mede. 
In  whicheme  thoght  I  myghte,  day  by  day, 
Dwellen  alwey,  the  joly  month  of  May, 
Withouten    slepe,    withouten    mete    or 

drynke. 
Adoun  fill  softely  I  gan  to  synke. 
And  lenynge  on  myn  elbowe  and  my  syde, 
The  longe  day  I  shoop  me  for  to  abide,  xSo 
For  nothing  ellis,  and  I  shal  nat  lye. 
But  for  to  loke  upon  the  dayesie. 
That  men  by  resoun  wel  it  calle  may 
The  dayesie,  or  elles  the  ye  of  day. 
The  emperice,  and  floure  of  flourcs  alle. 
I  pray  to  God  that  faire  mote  she  falle. 
And  alle  that  loven  floures,  for  hire  sake  I 
But,  nathcles,  ne  wene  nat  that  I  make 
In  preysing  of  the  Flour  agayn  the  Leef, 
No  more  than  of  the  come  agayn  theshcef ; 
For  as  to  me  nys  lever  noon,  ne  lother,  191 
I  nam  withholden  yit  with  never  nother. 
Ne  I  not  who  serveth  Leef,  ne  who  the 

Flour. 
Wel  browken  they  hir  service  or  labour  I 
For  this  thing  is  al  of  another  tonne. 
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THE  LEGENDS  OF  GOOD  WOMEN 


235-266 


First  Version 
\g7vey  I  myhu  hym  not  beholde. 
he  iaste  in  hande  I  saw  hym  holde 

dartis,  as  the  gleedys  rede, 
gellych  hyse  wengis^ar;/  he  sprede. 
►e  that  men  seyn  that  blynd  is  he, 
le  though te  he  myghte  wel  i-see, 
lely  on  me  he  gan  beholde,  171 
lis  lokynge  doth  m>Ti  herte  colde. 
he  hond  he  held  the  noble  quene, 
]  with  whit  and  clothede  al  in 
rene, 

mly,  so  benygne  and  so  meke 
this  world,  thow  that  men  woldc 
eke, 

;  beutc  schulde  men  not  fynde 
ire  that  formede  is  be  Kynde. 
ne  was  Alceste  the  debonayre. 
'God  that  evere  falle  jf^^fayre,  180 
idde  con  fort  been  of  hire  presence 
be  ded  withoutyn  ony  defence, 

of  Lovys  wordys  and  his  chere, 
1  tyme  is,  hereaftyr  ye  schal  here. 
this  god  of  love,  u|X)n  this  grene, 
mynge  of  ladyis  nynetene, 
byte,  a  ful  esy  pas, 
•hem come  of  wemen  swich  a  tras, 
I  that  God  Adam  [hadde]  made 
f  erthe 

dde  part  of  women,  ne  the  ferthe, 
e  I  not  by  possibilite  191 

evere  in  this  [wyde]  world  i-be. 
e  of  love  these  wemen  wereechon. 
ether  was  that  a  wondyr  thyng, 
r  non, 

t  anon  as  that  they  gunne  espye 
r  whiche  that  I  clepe  the  dayseye, 
ynly  they  styntyn  alle  atonys 
ede  adoun,  as  it  were  for  the  nonys. 
r  that  they  wenfyn  in  cumpas, 
\ge  about  this  flour  an  esy  pas  y   200 
j^,  as  it  were  in  caroU-wyse^ 
dfy  whiche  that  Ischalyowdevyse. 

>salon,  thyne  gilte  tresses  clere, 
y  thow  thy  meknesse  al  adoun, 

Cp.  B  335-246. 

hvofirv  the  MS.  reads  tho/ery,  and 
>/A  for  doth. 
Cp.  B  376-395. 
Cp.  B  359-370. 


Second  Version,  B 
Two  firy  dartes,  as  the  gledes  rede, 
And  aungelyke  his  wynges  saugh  I  sprede. 
And,  al  be  that  men  seyn  that  blynd  is  he, 
Algate  me  ihoghte  that  he  myghte  se ; 
For  stemely  on  me  he  gan  byholdc,     239 
So  that  his  loking  doth  myn  herte  colde. 
And  by  the  hande  he  helde  this  noblequene. 
Crowned  with  white,  and  clothed  al  in 

grene. 
So  womanly,  so  benigne,  and  so  meke. 
That  in  this  world,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

seke. 
Half  hire  beute  shulde  men  nat  fynde 
In  creature  that  formed  is  by  Kynde. 
And  therfore  may  I  seyn,  as  thynketh  me. 
This  songe  in  pre>syng  of  this  lady  fire. 

Hyde,  Absalon,  thy  gilte  tresses  clere ; 
Ester,  ley  thou  thymekencsseal  adoun ;  250 
Hyde,  Jonathas,  al  thy  frendly  manere ; 
Penalopee,  and  Marcia  Catoun, 
Make  of  youre  wifhode  no  comparysoun ; 
Hyde   ye    youre    beautes,    Ysoude   and 

Eleyne ; 
My  lady  comith,  that  al  this  may  disteyne. 

Thy  feire  body  lat  it  nat  appere, 
Lavyne ;  and  thou  Lucresscof  Rome  toun, 
And  Polixene,  that  boghten  love  so  dere. 
And  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passyoun, 
Hyde  ye  your  trouthe  of  love,  and  your 

renoun,  260 

And  thou,  Tesbe,  that  hast  of  love  suche 

peyne; 
My  lady  comith,  that  al  this  may  disteyne. 

Hero,  Dido,  Laud6mia,  alle  yfcre. 
And  Phillis,  hangyng  for  thy  Demophon, 
And  Canace,  espied  by  thy  chere, 
Vsiphile,  betrayscd  with  Jason, 

245.  Half.  Arch.  Seld.  Half  of. 
247-248.  Mew  lines. 

352.  Marcia  Catoun,  Cato's  daughter  Marda, 
who  would  not  marry  a  second  time. 

257.  Lamyne,  Lavmia,  wife  of  Aeneas. 

258.  Poltxetu,  Polyxena,  daughter  of  Priam, 
betrothed  to  Achilles. 

263.  Laudomia,  Laodamia. 

264.  Phillis,  see  11.  2394-2560. 

265.  Canace,  cp.  Cant.  TaUs,  B  78. 

366.  Ysi^hiUt  Hypsipyle,  see  11.  ladS^isii. 
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Hyde,  Jonatbas,  nl  thy  frcodcly  nuineie 
Penolopc  and  Maicin  Catoun, 
Msk  oryoure  wyfhod  nu  cumparisoun  l 
Ilydeyeyouie  lieiiteia,Y9ouileBnd  Elenc 
Aktste  fi  ken  Ihnl  al  thai  may  <lestclie. 


And  Pollexene,  that  Ivughii-  love  sci  derc, 
Ek  Cleopairc  with  al  ihyn  poiiioun. 
Hide  yc  youre  lioulh  »M  love  and  youre 

And  IhowTysbc,  lliat  hosier  love  ncich 

peyne; 
AUtsIt  is  lien  thtit  al  Maf  may  dcsteyne. 

Hcrru,  Dido,  Laudomya,  altc  in  tav, 
Ek  PhilUs  luuigynge  (or  thyn  Dcmiiiihiiin, 
And  Canacc  es|ried  be  Ihyn  chcre, 
Vsiphile  bytrayed  with  Jasouii,  iv 

Maii  of  youre  trouthc  in  lotit  no  bosi,  nc 

Nor  Vjiertnysire,  or  Adriane,  lU  filiynt; 
Alrttti  ii  htrt  lh«l  «1  Aid/  may  dislcync. 

Whan  that  tliis  halade  al  i-songyn  was, 
Ufitn  Iki  lofli  and  safe  grtnc  grai 
They  seltyn  hem  ful  softely  adoun, 
f!y  ardrrt  alle  in  cum|ias,  aile  inveroun. 
Fyril  sat  the  god  of  love  and  Ihanni  Ihii 


And  sitbyn  al  the  rcmenant  by  and  by,  ija 
As  they  wcie  of  dtgrt,  fid  ciirtcysly  j 
Ne  nat  a  word  was  spokyn  in  that  place 
The  mountenauuce  of  a  ftatloi^wey  of 

space. 
I  IcnyHgifasit  ky,  undyr  a  /lenle, 
Abod  lo  knowe  whni  this  pcple  menle, 
As  stille  OS  any  slon,  til  al  the  loslc 
THi  god  of  love  od  mc  bis  eyt  cosle 
Ami  seyde  '  Who  ntlUh  there  ? '  and   I 

atiswerde 
Unto  his  axsynge,  whan  thai  tkyia  hcnie, 
And  seyde  'Stri,  ii  am  I,'  and  cam  hyiii 


This  bahidc  may  ful  « 
As  1  have  scyrfe  erst,  \r/  n 
Fur  cerleynty  al  Ihise  ■ 
To  appercn  wyth  my  h 
Fur  OS  ihe  sonnc  wotc  (lie  lin' 
So  piisseth  al  my  lady  sovcit 
That  is  so  good,  st>  fiufe.  s..  -! 
I  prey  to  Uod  thai  evtr  fji:. 
For  naddc  comfoil  ' 
I  hadde  ben  dede.  " 
Koi  dtede  of  Lovi^ 
As,  when  lyme  is,  fi.  , 

Bebynde   this  g 

I  saugb  comyng  of  lailyot  q 
In  real  liabite,  a  ful  ay  )j 

And  aftei  hem  i 

That  syn  that  Cod  t, 

erlhe, 
The  Ihridde  ]iatt  of  mankyt 
Nc  wcnde  1  nat  by  n 

Hfldc      

Andtr 


Tlmi  rythl  auon.  as  that  tlic, 
Thys  flour,  which  Ihnl  1  clc[v 
Fid  iodcynly  Ihey  slym 
And  knelede  dounc,  n.  [i 
And  songen  with  ohm 
Tiilioatheofwoiiiju. 
Thai  bcceih  out  uM' 
Hire  while  corowiiL  : 
ynge?' 
And  with  that  word,  » 
They  sellen  hem  fitl  tot 
First  sal  the  goil  of  Lc 

3^  AdHatK,  ArluliH,  m 
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THE  LEGENDS  OF  GOOD  WOMEN 


303-340 


First  Version 
I  salewede  hym.     Quod  he,  *What 

dost  thow  her 
njm  presence^  and  that  so  boldely  ? 
it  were  better  worthi,  trewely, 
orm  to  com  in\to\  myn  syht  than  thow.' 
idwhy,sere?*quodI,  *anditlykeyow?* 
►r  thow,'  quod  he,  *  art  therto  nothyng 

able, 
ne  servauntis  been  alle  wyse  and  Hon- 

ourable. 
\wart  myn  mortal  fo  and  me  warreyest, 
1    of    myne    olde    servauntis    thow 

mysseyest, 
1  hynderyst  hem  with  thytranslacyoun, 
1  lettist  folk  to  han  dcvocyoun         351 
servyn  me,  and  haldist  it  folye 
troste  on  me :  thow  mayst  it  nat  denye. 
in  pleyn  tixt,  it  ntdyth  nat  to  glose, 
)W  hast  translatid  the  Romauns  of  the 

Rose 
.t  is  an  eresye  ageyns  myn  lawe, 
I  makyst  wise  folk  fro  me  withdrawe. 
i  thynkist  in  thyn  wit^  that  is  fulcole^ 
{/  he  nys  but  a  verray  propre  fole    859 
(/  lovyth  paramours  to  harde  and  hcte, 
f  wot  I  therby  thow  begynnyst  dote^ 
^UUfolis^  whan  here  spiryt  faylyth 
'.fine  blame  they  folk  andwete  nat  what 

hem  ealyth, 
t  thaw  nat  mad  in  Englys  ek  the  bok 
V  that  Crisseyde  Troy  lis  forsok. 
chewyng  how  that  wemen  han  don  mis, 
natheles  answere  me  now  to  this, 
y  noldist  thow  as  wel  a  seyd  goodnes 
tfemen,  as  thow  hast  seyd  wekedenes  f 
s  there  nogoode  matyr  in  thyn  mynde, 
in  alle  thy  bokys  ne  coudist  thow  not 

fynde  971 

t  story  of  wemen  that  were  goode  and 

trewe  ; 
,  God  toot,  sixty  bokys^  olde  and  newe, 
:t  thow  thyself ,  alle  ful  of  storyes  grete, 
1/  bothe  Romaynys  and  ek  Grekis  trete 
sundery  wemen,  whiche  lyf  that  they 

ladde, 
i  evere  an  kunderede  goode  ageyn  on 

badde, — 
's  knowith  God,  and  alle  clerkis  eke. 


065-366.  Cp.  B  333*333. 


Second  Version,  B 
With  the  white  corowne,  clad  in  grene  ; 
And  sithen  al  the  remenaunt  by  and  by. 
As  they  were  of  estaat,  fill  curteysly, 
Ne  nat  a  worde  was  spoken  in  the  place, 
The  mountaunce  of  a   fiirlong  wey   of 

space. 
I,  knelyng  by  thisfioure,  in  good  entente 
Abode,  to  knowen  what  this  peple  mente. 
As  stille  as  any  ston  ;  til  at  the  laste  3x0 
This  god  of  Love  on  me  his  eighen  caste. 
And  seyde,  *  Who  kneleth  there  ? '     And 

I  answerde 
Unto  his  askynge,  whan  that  I  it  herde. 
And  seyde,  <  It  am  I,'  and  come  him  nere. 
And   salwed   him.      Quod    he,    *What 

dostow  here, 
So  nygh  myn  owne  floure,  so  boldely  ? 
It  were  better  worthy  trewely 
A  worme  to  n^hen  ner  my  flour  than 

thow.' 

*  And  why,  sire,'quod  I,  'and  it  lykeyow  ?' 

*  For  thow,'  quod  he,  *  art  therto  nothing 

able.  3ao 

It  is  my  relyke,  digne  and  delytable. 
And  thowmy  foo,  andalmy  folke  werreyest, 
Andofmynoldeservauntes  thowmysseyest. 
And  hynderest  hem,  with  thy  translacioun, 
And  lettest  folke  firom  hire  devodoun 
To  serve  me,  and  boldest  it  folye 
To  serve  Love.     Thou  maist  it  nat  denye. 
For  in  pleyne  text,  withoutennede  of  glose, 
Thou  hast  translated  the  Romaunce  of  the 

Rose, 
That  is  an  heresye  ayeins  my  lawe,      330 
And  makest  wise  folke  fro  me  withdrawe ; 
Andof  Cresyde  thou  hast  seydeasthe  lyste, 
That  maketh  men  to  wommen  lasse  triste. 
That  ben  as  trewe  as  ever  was  any  steel? 
Of  thyn  answere  avise  the  ryght  wccl. 
For  thogh  that  thou  reneyed  hast  my  lay. 
As  other  wrecches  han  doon  many  a  day. 
By  Seynte  Venus,  that  my  moder  ys. 
If  that  thou  lyve,  thou  shalt  repenten  this 
So  cruelly,  that  it  shal  wele  be  sene.'  340 

331.  A  new  line. 

:)30.  This  line  clearly  potnU  to  Chancer  having 
translated  from  the  continnadon  of  the  Roman 
de  la  Rose  h)r  J[ean  de  Meung  as  well  as  from  the 
unfinished  original  by  Guillaume  Lorris. 

33S»  348-493-  N«^  lin«« 
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THE  LEGENDS  OF  GOOD  WOMRN 


First  Version 
That  usyn  sweche  mcUeris  for  to  seie. 
What  seyth  VaUrye,  Titus^  or  Claudyan^ 
What  seyth  Jerome  agayns  Jaoynyan^  s8z 
Hew  dene  may  deny s  and  haw  trewe  wyvys. 
How  stedefaste  wedetoys  durynge  alle  here 

lyvys, 
Telleth  Jerome,  and  that  not  of  a  f ewe 
But,  I  dor  seyn,  an  hunderede  on  a  rewe. 
That  it  is  pite  for  to  rede,  and  rout  he. 
The  wo  that  they  endure  for  here  trouthe. 
For  to  hyre  love  weri  they  so  trewe. 
That  rathere  than  they  wole  take  a  netfe, 
They  chose  to  be  ded  in  sundery  wyse,  990 
And deiedyn,  as  the  story  wele  devyse. 
And  some  were  brend  and  some  were  cut 

the  hals. 
And  some  dreynkt,  for  they  ivoldyn  not  be 

fals; 
For  alle  kepid  they  here  maydynhed. 
Or  ellis  wedlok,  or  here  w^ewehed, 
Atid  this  thyng  was  nat  kept  for  holynesse. 
But  al  for  verray  vertu  and  clennesse. 
And  for  men  schuldc  set  on  hem  no  lak  ; 
And y it  they  were  heihcne,  al  the  pah. 
That  were  so  sore  a-dradofalle  schanie.  300 
These  olde  wemen  kepte  so  here  name. 
That  in  this  world  I  trowe  men  shal  nat 

fynde 
A  man  that  cowde  be  so  trewe  and  kynde 
As  wcu  the  teste  woman  in  thcU  tyde  I 
What  seyth  also  the  epistelle  of  Ovyde 
Of  trewe  wyvys  and  of  here  labour? 
What  Vincent  in  his  E story  al  Alyrour  f 
Ek  al  the  world  of  autourys  may  stow  here, 
Crisfefte  and  hethetie,  trete  ofswich  maiere. 
It  nedyth  nat  al  day  thus  for  to  endite,  310 
But  y it  I  seye  what  eylyth  the  to  wryte 
The  draf  of  storyis  andforgete  the  com  t 
Be  Seynt  Venus,  of  whom  that  I  was  bom, 
/f/thow  [that]  thow  rcncy[ed]  hast  myn 

lay, 
As  othere  oldi  folys  manyc  a  day, 
Thow  shalt  repente  //,  that  it  schal  be  sene. 
Thanne  siiak  Alceste  the  worthyere  queene. 
And  seyde,  *  God,  ryght  of  youre  curteysyc 


^07.  Vincent 
Htstoruti, 


(le    Be:iuvais,    in    his    Aliroir 


313-32?.  Cd.  B  338-347- 
J 16.  that,  MS.  so  that. 


Second  Vkrsion,  B 


Tho   spake   this   lady,   dotha 
greene, 
And  scyde,  *God,  ryght  of  youre  c 
Vc  moten  herkcn  if  he  can  replye 
a'Vgayns  al  this  that  ye  have  to  him 
A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agre 
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THE  LEGENDE  OF  GOOD  WOMEN 


346-378 


First  Version 
vQltfti  herken,  if  he  can  replye 
lis  these  poyntys  that  ye  han  to  hym 

mevid.  3ao 

d  ne  schulde  not  thus  been  agrevyd, 
>f  his  deitee  he  schal  be  stable, 
therto  ryghtful  and  ek  mercyable. 
:hal  not  ryghtfully  his  yre  wreke 
e  have  herd  the  tothyr  partye  speke, 
?  is  nat  gospel  that  is  to  you  pUynyd  ; 
^od  of  love  hereth  many  a  tale  i-feynyd, 
n  youre  court  is  many  a  losengeour, 
manye  a  queynte  totulour  ^cusour, 
tabouryn  in  youre  eres  manye  aM>w^, 
hate  or  for  jelaus  ymagynyng,         331 
for  to  han  with  you  sum  dalyaunce. 
'C — /  preye  to  God  yeve  hire  mys- 

chaunce — 
irender  in  the  grete  court  alway ; 
iche  ne  partyth,  neythir  nyght  ne  day, 
of  the  hous  of  Cesar — thus  seyth 

Dante — 
so  that  goth,  alwey  sche  mote  wante. 
man  to  you  may  wrongly  ben  acused, 
^  as  be  ryght  hym  oughte  ben  excusid. 
'liSy  sere^  for  thai  this  man  is  nyce,  340 
nay  translate  a  thyng  in  no  malyce 
for  he  usyth  bokis  for  to  make, 
takyth  non  hede  of  what  matere  he 

take, 
•fore  he  wrot  the  Rose  and  ek  Crisseyde 
inocence^  and  nyste  what  he  seyde, 
ym  was  bodyn  make  thilke  tweye 
m  persone,  and  durste  it  not  withseye ; 
he  hath  wrete  manye  a  bok  er  this, 
te  hath  not  don  so  grevously  amys 
-anslate  that  olde  clerkes  wryte,    350 
low  that  he  of  malyce  wolde  endyte 
it    of    love,    and     hadde    hymself 

/-wrought, 
schulde  a  ryghtwys  lord  han  in  his 

thought 
not  ben  lyk  tyrauntis  of  Lumbardye 
usyn  wilfulhed  and  tyraimye. 
le  that  kyng  or  lord  is  naturel 
oughte  nat  be  tyraunt  and  crewel, 
a  fermour,  to  don  the  harm  he  can. 


ta.  deitee^  MS.  ilede, 

»8-343-  Cp.  B  35a-3fi»i  350-3S«f  J^l^S* 
16  sqq,  Cp.  B  366  Sfq, 


Second  Version,  B 
But  of  hys  deitee  he  shal  be  stable, 
And  therto  gracious  and  merciable. 
And  if  ye  nere  a  god  that  knowen  alle, 
Thanne  myght  it  be  as  I  yow  tellen  shalle ; 
This  man  to  yow  may  &lsly  ben  accused. 
That  as  by  right  him  oughte  ben  excusjcd ; 
For  in  youre  courte  ys  many  a  losengeour, 
And  many  a  queinte  totelere  ^ccusour, 
That  tabouren  in  youre  eres  many  a  soun, 
Ryght  aftir  hire  3nnagynacioun, 
To  have  youre  daliance,  and  for  envie. 
Thise  ben  the  causes,  and  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Envie  is  lavendere  of  the  court  alway  ; 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  nyght  ne  day. 
Out  of  the  house  of  Cesar, — thus  seith 

Dante ;  360 

Whoso  that   goth,   algate  she  wol   nat 

wante. 
And  eke,  parauntere,  for  this  man  is  nyce. 
He  myghte  doon  it,  gessyng  no  malice  ; 
But  for  he  useth  thynges  for  to  make, 
Hym  rekketh  noght  of  what  matere  he 

take ; 
Or  him  was  boden  maken  thilke  tweye 
Of  somme   persone,  and  durste  it   nat 

withseye 
Or  him  repenteth  outrely  of  this. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  grevously  amys. 
To  translaten  that  olde  clerkes  writen. 
As  thogh  that  he  of  malice  wolde  enditen, 
Despite   of  Love,  and  had   himselfe  it 

wroght.  37a 

This  sholde  a  ryghtwis  lord  have  in  his 

thoght. 
And  nat  be  lyke  tirauntes  of  Lumbardye, 
That  han  no  reward  but  at  tyrannye. 
For  he  that  kynge  or  lorde  is  naturel, 
Hym  oghte  nat  be  tiraunt  ne  crewel. 
As  is  a  fermour,  to  doon  the  harme  he  kan ; 

351.  That,  so  that ;  a  better  reading  than  the 
Tker  of  the  earlier  version. 
354.  soHHy  F  STvoun,  wrongly. 
357.  A  new  line. 
359.  In  the  Inferno^  xvii.  64*65,  Invidia  is  called 

La  meretrice,  che  nud  daU'  ospizio  Di 
Cesare  non  torse  gU  occhi  putti. 

361.  wcuUty  be  missing. 

364.  But^  F  B  om. 

368.  A  new  line. 

371.  A$y  FS  and  Pepys  And^  wrongly. 

374.  tirauntes o/Lumhardy€^}S»Jtvc»y\aiwo!C\. 
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-    ;>:  :hai  hire  es 
•*^..  nau  of  pcxtre 
t  ».-».  ihc  g'enti] 
•  v  vrmr.  &  fiye  o 
■:i  vjzt  his  tayle  ; 
-.  ?^.'v  :  iViT  of  hi 
~  '"a  .ifyneih  nat  i 
^^  -^.^r.  &  curre,  o 
'  -t  iSk'iSle  conifr 
>i  m-y«n  eveiy  i 
""'■■■  ^  ^^^    ^'«    have    1 

.".T,  s>T.  ::  ts  no  in 


A  xnar 

A=o  S.>c  A  }.>t\3e,  ih 
.\:>i  "  $.<  be  be  ma 
•s;:  askrth  mercer  v 
.V:>:    Ff^Sfnrth    hin 

sfeene, 
T,^  Sen  n^ghx  at  yoi 
Th*2  c^.i  a  god,  b 
Cocsyxiie  his  o«-ne  he 
F^>r  syih  no  cause  < 
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bat  he  kan  nat  wel  endite, 
ade  lewde  folke  delyte 
11  preysinge  of  your  name. 
x)ok  that  hight  the  Hous 

e, 

Deeth   of   Blaunche   the 
se, 

ent  of  Foules,  as  I  gesse,  4x9 
ve  of  Palamoun  and  Arcite 
Dgh  the  storye  ys  knowen 

ympnc  for  your  halydayes, 
alades,  roundels,  virelayes. 
speke  of  other  holynesse, 
>se  translated  Boece, 
Lyfe  also  of  Seynt  Cecile. 

gon  ys  a  grete  while, 

the  Maudeleyne. 

ow  to  have  the  lesse  pe)nie, 

many  a  lay,  and  many  a 

430 
be  a  god,  and  eke  a  kynge, 
i,  whilom  quene  of  Trace, 
man,  ryght  of  youre  grace, 
ever  hurte  in  al  his  lyve, 
.weren  to  yow,  and  that  as 

)re  agilten  in  this  wyse, 
iken,  as  ye  wol  devyse, 
ewe  in  lovyng  al  hire  lyf, 
)1,  of  mayden  or  of  wyf, 
>wasmuche  as  hemysseyde, 
i,  or  elles  in  Creseyde.'  441 
Love  answerede  hire  thus 

od  he,  '  it  is  so  long  agoon 

nits.  Gg  Uoo-403)  adds  two  lines 
next  couplet  in  a  different  form : 

y0ng^  he  kepte  youre  esiat  ; 

€  be  tunv  a  renegat. 

9t  with  that  he  can  endyte 

cid  lewede  folk  to  delyte. 

f   storye  ys   kturwen  lyte^  cp. 

4. 

ff/xrr,  the  religion  of  the  church 

X  of  Cupid. 

15)  adds  the  lines  : 

\ede  Engendrynfe  o/MatUtyneU^ 
Pope  Innocent  i-fynde, 

Seynt  Cecile^  now  the  Second 
ant.  Tales. 

a  homily,  De  Maria  Magdalene, 
»d  toOngen. 


That  I  yow  knewe  so  charitable  and  trewe, 
That  never  yit,  s)ni  that  the  worlde  was 

newe. 
To  me  ne  founde  I  better  noon  than  yee  ; 
If  that  I  wolde  save  my  degree, 
I  may,  ne  wol,  nat  weme  your  reqneste ; 
Al  lyeth  in  yow,-^iooth  vryth  hym  what 

yow  liste. 
I  al  foryeve  withouten  lenger  space  ;    450 
For  who-so  yeveth  a  gifte,  or  doth  a  grace, 
Do  it  bytyme,  his  thank  is  wel  the  more ; 
And  demeth  ye  what  he  shal  do  therfore. 
Go,  thanke  now  my  lady  here,'  quod  he. 
I  roos,  and  doun  I  sette  me  on  my  knee. 
And  seyde  thus : '  Madame,  the  God  above 
Foryelde  yow  that  ye  the  god  of  Love 
Han  maked  me  his  wrathe  to  foryive. 
And  yeve  me  grace  so  longe  for  to  lyve. 
That  I  may  knowe  soothly  what  ye  bee,  460 
That  han  me  holpe,  and  put  me  in  this 

degree. 
But  trewely  I  wende,  as  in  this  cas. 
Naught  have  agilt,  ne  doon  to  Love  trespas ; 
For-why,  a  trewe  man,  withouten  drede, 
Hath  nat  to  parten  with  a  theves  dede ; 
Ne  a  trewe  lover  oghte  me  not  blame, 
Thogh  that  I  spake  a  fals  lo vere  som  shame. 
They  oghte  rather  with  me  for  to  holde. 
For  that  I  of  Creseyde  wroot  or  tolde. 
Or  of  the  Rose, — what-so  myn  auctour 

mente, —  47° 

Algate,  God  woot,  it  was  myn  entente 
Toforthren  trouthe  in  love,  and  it  cherycc. 
And  to  ben  war  fro  falsnesse  and  fro  vice. 
By  swiche  ensample ;  this  was  my  men- 

ynge.' 
And   she   answerde,    *■  Lat    be    thyn 

arguynge, 
For  Love  ne  wol  nat  countrepleted  be 
In  r3rght  ne  wrong,  and  leme  that  of  me; 
Thow  hast  thy  grace,  and  holde  the  ryght 

therto. 
Now  wol  I  seynwhat  penance  thou  shalt  do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  understonde  it  here : 

447.  /,  Yye. 

450-  A  Gg(44o)-^'«^- 

459.  yeve  me^  om.  F*. 

461.  thisy  Gg  (451)  svnch, 

466.  oghU  me  not,  MSS.  ^gki  nu  n^i  to, 

477.  that  of,  Gg  (467)  Hii*  «/• 

478.  the^  Le.  tfue. 
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lU  shait  while  that  thou  Ifvest,  yerc  by 


partyc  of  thy  lyme  spende 
In  makyng  of  a  glorious  Legende 
Of  goodc  wymmeii,  tnaydcnes  and  vryves, 
ThM  weren  Itew  in  lovyng  al  hire  lyves  ; 
id  leUo  of  felsi  men  ihil  hem  bylraien, 
al  here  lyf  ne  don  nnt  but  nsayen 
many  women  they  way  doon  a  shame, 
n  youre  worlde  that  is  now  holdc  a 

And  thi^h  the  lykc  Hat  a  lovere  bee,  49a 
Speke  welofldve;  this  penance  yive  I  the. 
And  to  the  god  of  Love  I  shal  so  ptcye. 
Hilt  he  shal  charge  his  servautes,  by  any 

weye, 
Toforthren  thee,  and  wel  Ihy  labour  qiiyie : 
Gonowthyweye.lhyKpenaunceisbutlytc. 
And  whan  this  book  is  made,  yivc  it  the 

On  my  byhalfe,  at  Eltham,  oral  Sheene.' 
The  god  of  Love  gan  smyle,  and  than 
he  sayde, 
Wostovf,'  quod  he,  '  whet  this  be  wyf  ot 
■yde. 
qneene,  01  countesse,  oi  of  what  degre, 
at  hath  to  lytel  penance  yiven  ihee,  ^t 
That  host  deserved  Mieie  for  to  smerlc  7 
But  pile  reiuieth  soone  in  gentil  hcrie : 
That   maiitow  seen,   she  kythelh  what 


■e  I  blys, 


And  1  answerde, '  Nay,  sire,  so  ha 

more,  but  that  I  see  wel  she  is  good.' 
That  is  a  Ircwe  tale,  by  myn  hood  ! ' 
lod  Love,  'and  that  ihou  knoweai  wel, 

If  it  be  so  that  Ihou  avise  the.  ^ 

Hostow  nal  in  a  book,  lyth  in  thy  cheste, 
Thegrcte  goodnesseof  thequene  Alceste, 
That  turned  wai  into  a  dayesye  ? 
She  that  for  hire  housboode  chces  to  dye, 

487.  OiniTted  in  Fiirfu,  Tanucr,  tnd  Bodlty. 

4«.  Ikl  Itkt,  il  nlesKi  lh» :  <ji  (iBe)  At 
lafylk. 


And  eke  lo  goon  10  ticlle,  tathn  (lis  t 
And  Erculet  tcuxmtd  hlie,  fv^. 
Andbroghchir  iniiafhcl]Ea£ay]itt    ' 

And  I  aiiswenl  agejn,  aoi  vyili 
Now  knowe  I   hire.      And  is  1^   . 

Alcesle, 
The  deysic,  and  myn  owene  both  tt^ 
Nowfelc  I  wee)  the  goodneae  uf  Ua  fj 
That  both  after  hir  deth,  and  in  IiIr  hr^  1 
Ilit  grete  bounlc  doublMb  blr  PEOMk 
Wel  hath  she  <juyt  me  myn  al" 
That  I  have  ta  hire  Hour  the  d 
No  wonder  U  thogb  Jove  b 
As  tellelh  Agnt™.  for  hin:  _ 
Hire  white  corownc  berilli  of  it  j 
Vat  also  many  vi^i 
As  smale  florouns  ii 

'  I  n  rfmeaibraunce  of  Mru 
Cibella  made  the  daysye  u 
V-crowced  al  with  white,  as  n> 
And  Mars yaftohiieconivn 
Inslede  of  rubyea,  seiteai 

Theiwiih  this  (]ueeoe««xn 


Wbannesbe  wax  prtysiJaahil 
ThanneseydeLove,  'Afulexetel 
Was  il  to  the,  thai  yXki  ryme  * 
'  Hyd.  Absolon,  thy  trtases* ' 
That  Ihou  forgate  hire  iuthj^i 
Syn  Ibal  Ihou  ail  so  grcllyUi  I 
And  won  su  wel  that  ka' 
To  any  woman  that  wol 
For  she  taught  al  Ihe  ciafie  of  1 
And  namely  of  n^-fhodc  (he 

SSI.  »,  Ct  (jotd '*■ 

516.  X™»»__Pnrf  Hula  bH 
rafciaicg  u  lo  FlMo't  .t»,^w^i 
pod  A«i)i«D  Ii  one  of  the  inak 
fluy  cJAIomIi  il  tsld. 

sA  huili,  K>  F*  Ptpy^  Aith. ; 

S)i:  CUtltt,  Cyb.1.. 
SW-S41,  Ml  N(w  linH, 

Thu  Kyde  Love.  ' 
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.  And  al  the  boundes  that  she  oghte  kepe  ; 
Thy  litel  witte  was  thilke  tyme  aslepe. 
■  But  now  I  charge  the  upon  thy  lyfe,    548 
That  in  thy  legende  thou  make  of  thys  wyfc, 
Whan  thou  hast  othersmaley-made  before ; 
And  £ure  now  wel,  I  charge  thee  namore. 
Bat  er  I  go,  thus  muche  I  wol  the  telle, 
.  Ne  shal  no  trewe  lover  come  in  helle. 
Thise  other  ladies  sittynge  here  arowe 
Ben  in  thy  balade,  if  thou  kanst  hem  kno  we, 
And  in  thy  bookesalle  thou  shalt  hem  fyndc ; 
Have  hem  in  thy  Legende  how  alle  in 

mynde, 
I  mene  of  hem  that  ben  in  thy  knowyng. 
For  here  ben  twenty  thousand  moo  sittyng 
Thanne   thou    knowest,   and   ben   good 

wommen  alle,  560 

And  trewe  of  love  foroght  that  may  bjr&lle ; 
Make  the  metres  of  hem  as  the  lest  ; 
imot  goon  home,  the  sonne  draweth  west, 
To  ParadySy  with  al  thise  companye  ; 
And  serve  alwey  the  fresshe  dayesye. 
At  Qeopatre  I  wole  that  thou  begynne, 
And  so  forthe,  and  my  love  so  shalt  thou 

Wynne; 
For  lat  see  now  what  man  that  lover  be, 
Wol  doon  so  stronge  apeyneforloveasshe. 
I  wot  wel  that  thou  maist  nat  al  it  ryme, 
That  swiche  lovers  dide  in  hire  tyme ;   571 
It  were  to  long  to  reden  and  to  here ; 
Sufficeth  me  thou  make  in  this  manere, 
That  thou  reberce  of  al  hir  lyfe  the  grete. 
After  thise  olde  auctours  lysten  trete. 
For  who-so  shal  so  many  a  storye  telle, 
Sey  shortly,  or  he  shal  to  longe  dwelle.' 
And  with  that  worde  my  bokes  gan  I 

take. 
And  ryght  thus  on  my  legende  gan  I  make. 

Jncipit  Legenda  CleopatrUy  Mariiris, 
Egipti  Regine, 

After  the  dcth  of  Tholome  the  kyng,  580 
That  al  ^ipte  hadde  in  his  govemyng, 

553-565*  New  lines. 

559-565,  568-577,  not  in  the  G|f  text. 

560.  tuufhtn^  Tnn.*at$d:  Arch.  SeUL  that  ben; 
lr«om. 

^75.  trettt  from  Arch.  Seld. ;  F*  /&r  /«  ireU  ; 
Tnn.*  i0  irtU. 

578.  mv  Mtet,  etc..  Gg  o/'sM  I  gan  awake. 

580L  T^tf/MNtf,  Ptotemy,  orobably  the  elder  of 
^be  two  sons  of  Ptokmy  Aiuetes. 


Regned  hys  queene  Qeopataras ; 
Til  on  a  tyme  befel  ther  swich  a  cas. 
That  out  of  Rome  was  sent  a  senatour. 
For  to  conqu^ren  regnes  and  honour 
Unto  the  toun  of  Rome,  as  was  usaunce. 
To  have  the  worlde  at  hir  obeysauncc. 
And  sooth  to  seye,  Antonius  was  his  name. 
So  Al  it,  as  Fortune  hym  oght  a  shame, 
WTianne  he  was  £illen  in  prosperitee,  590 
Rebel  unto  the  toun  of  Rome  is  he. 
And  over  al  this,  the  suster  of  Cesar 
J  f  e  lafte  hir  fi&lsly,  er  that  she  was  war  ; 
And  wold  algates  han  another  wyf ; 
For  which  he  took  with  Rome  and  Cesar 

strif. 
Natheles,  forsooth,  this  ylke  senatour 
Was  a  full  worthy  gcntil  werreyour, 
And  of  his  deeth  it  was  ful  gret  damage. 
But  Love  had  brought  this  man  in  swich 

a  rage. 
And  him  so  narwe  bounden  in  his  laas, 
Al  for  the  love  of  Cleopataras,  601 

That  al  the  worlde  he  sette  at  no  value  ; 
Him  thoghte  ther  was  nothing  to  him 

so  due 
As  Qeopataras  for  to  love  and  serve ; 
Him  roghte  nat  in  armes  for  to  sterve 
In  the  defence  of  hir  and  of  hir  ryght. 
This  noble  queene  ek  lovede  so  this 

knyght, 
Thurgh  his  desert'  and  for  his  chivalr}'e  ; 
As  certeynly,  but-if  that  bookes  lye. 
He  was  of  persone,  and  of  gentilesse,  610 
And  of  discrecion,  and  of  hardynesse. 
Worthy  to  any  wight  that  lyven  may ; 
And  she  was  faire  as  is  the  rose  in  May. 
And,  for  to  maken  shortly  is  the  beste. 
She  wax  his  wif,  and  hadde  him  as  hir 

leste. 
The  weddyng  and  the  feste  to  devyse. 
To  me  that  have  y-takc  swich  emprise. 
Of  so  many  a  storye  for  to  make. 
It  were  to  longe,  lest  that  I  sholde  slake 
Of  thing  that  beryth  more  effecte  and 

charge ;  620 

For  men  may  overlade  a  shippe  or  barge. 

592.  the  suster  of  Cesar.  Octavia,  sister  of 
Octayisnus  Caesar,  afterwards  the  Emperor 
Augustus. 

61  z.  i^(aX  om.  Ardu  Seld.  and  Trin. 

614.  for^  om.  F. 
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And  forthy  to  effect  than  wol  I  skyppe. 
And  al  the  remenaunt  I  wol  lete  slyppe. 
Octavyan,  that  woode  was  of  this  dede, 
Shoop  him  an  ost  on  Antony  to  lede, 
AI  outerly  for  his  destniccioun. 
With  stoute  Romayncs,  crewel  as  lyoim  ; 
To  shippe  they  wente,  and  thus  I  let 

hem  sayle.  6a8 

Antonius,  was  u'ar,  and  wol  nat  fiiyle 
To  meten  with  thise  Roma3nies,  if  he'may. 
Took  eke  his  rede,  and  both  upon  a  day, 
His  ii^yf  and  he,  and  al  his  ost,  forthe  wente 
To  shippe  anon,  no  lenger  they  ne  stente. 
And  in  the  see  hit  happed  hem  to  mete. 
Up  goth  the  trumpe,  and  for  to  shoute 

and  shete, 
And  paynen  hemtosetteonwiththesonne; 
With  grisly  souneout  goth  thegretegonne. 
And  heterly  they  hurtelen  al  attones, 
And  fro  the  top  doun  cometh  the  grete 

stones.  639 

In  gooth  the  grapenel  so  fill  of  crokes, 
Amonge  the  ropes,  and  the  sheryng  hokes ; 
In  with  the  polax  preseth  he  and  he ; 
ByhjTide  the  niaste  ljeg>'neth  he  to  fle, 
And  out  agayn,  <and  dr>'veth  hem  over 

horde ; 
He  styntcth  hem  upon  his  speres  orde  ; 
He  rent  the  sayle  with  hokes  lyke  a  sithe ; 
He  bryngeth  the  cuppe,  and  biddeth  hem 

be  blithe ;  647 

He  poureth  pesen  upon  the  hacches  slidre ; 
With  pottes  ful  of  lyme,  they  goon  togidre ; 
And  thus  the  longe  dayin  fight  they  spende. 
Til  at  the  last,  as  every  thing  hath  ende, 
Antony  isshent,  and  put  hym  totheflyghte ; 
And  al  hisfolke  to-go,  that  best  gomyghte. 
P'leeth   ck    the   queene   with    al    hir 

purpre  sayle, 
For  strokes  which  that  wente  as  thik  as 

hayle ; 

623.  iete,  Gg  ;  F»  let  it. 
638.  heterly,  Y^  heriely.  ^ 

643.  he  (aX  Gg  sche^  as  if  the  references  were 
personal  to  Antony  and  Cleopatra ! 

644.  hem^  Trin.,  Pepyj^  and  Add. ;  rest  kym. 

645.  stynteth  hem^  Tnn.  and  Add. ;  mXstyngeth 
hytM. 

648.  fesen,  peas  to  make  the  decks  slippery. 

654.  Chaucer  here  follows  the  'regina  cum 
aurea  puppe  veloque  purpareo  se  in  altum  dedit ' 
of  Florus. 


No  wonder  was  she  my^t  it  nat  eodort 
And  whan  that  Antony  sai^h  that  aTOtcR, 
'Alias,' quod  he,  'the  day  that  Iwubone! 
My  worshippe  in  this  day  thnshare  I  kxBey 
And  for  dispeyre  oat  of  his  wytte  he  states 
And  roof  hjrmself  anon  thoighoattbchert!^ 
Er  that  he  ferther  went  out  of  the  phct 
His  wyf,  that  koude  of  Cesar  haTeoognce, 
To  Egipte  is  fled,  for  drede  and  kx  db- 

tresse. 
But     herkeneth     ye     that     speken   d 

kyndenesse. 
Ve  men  that  fiailsly  sweren  many  an  othe, 
That  ye  wol  dye  if  that  your  lore  be  wrocbe. 
H  ere  may  ye  seen  of  women  which  a  troothe. 
This  woiul  Qeopatre  hath  made  mia 

routhe,  tt^ 

That  ther  nys  tonge  noon  that  may  it  tefle. 
But  on  the  morowe  she  wol  no  lengerdwdk^ 
But  made  hir  subtil  werkmenmakeadvpe 
Of  al  the  nibees  and  the  stones  fyne 
In  al  Egipte  that  she  koude  cspye ; 
And  putte  ful  the  shryne  of  spicerye, 
And  let  the  corps  embawme ;  and  forth 

she  fette 
This  dede  corps,  and  in  the  shryne  it  shrttt 
And  next  the  shryne  a  pitte  than  dclh 

she  grave, 
Andalletheserpentesthat  shemyghtehtre. 
She  put  hem  in  that  grave,  and  thus  she 

se)xie:  Sc 

*  Now,  love,  to  whom  my  sorwefiil  hate 

obeyde 
So  ferforihely  that  fro  that  blysfiil  hooK 
That  I  yow  swor  to  ben  al  frely  youie,— 
I  mene  yow,  Antonius,  my  knyght,— 
That  never  wakyng  in  the  day  or  nygbt 
Ye  nere  out  of  myn  hertes  r^embnuiDce. 
For  wele  or  woo,  for  caroIe,  or  for  dauaa; 
And  in  my  self  thb  covenaunt  made  I  lb^ 
That  ryght  swich  as  ye  felten  wclc  or«. 
As  ferforth  as  it  in  my  poweie  lay,     igo 
Unreprovdble  unto  my  wifhood  ay, 
The  same  wolde  I  felen,  life  or  deetbe : 
And  thilke  covenaunt,  while  me  lastetii 

breethe, 
I  wol  fulfille ;  and  that  shal  wel  be  seox, 
Was  never  unto  hir  love  a  trewer  queenCi' 

66a.  Actium  was  fought  in  S^ept.  of  31  >.& ! 
Antony  killed  himself  the  n«xt  year. 
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.    ;     And  wyth  that  worde,  naked,  with  fill 

P  gocxi  herte, 

.   Amonge  the  serpents  in  the  pit  she  sterte ; 

^  And  ther  she  chees  to  han  hir  buryinge. 

^   Anon  the  neddres  gonne  hir  for  to  stynge, 

,   And  she  hir  deeth  receveth  with  good  chere, 

'    For  love  of  Antony  that  was  hir  so  dere. 

'^   And  this  is  storial  sooth,  it  is  no  fable.  703 
Now  er  I  fynde  a  man  thus  trewe  and 
stable. 
And  wolde  for  love  his  deeth  so  frely  take, 
I  prey  God  lat  oure  hedes  nevere  ake  ! 

Explicit  Legenda  CUopatre,  Martyris 

Incipit  Legende  Tesba  Bahilon,  Martiris 

At  Babilo3me  whilom  fil  it  thus, — 
The  whiche  toun  the  queene  Semyramus 
Leet  dichen  al  about,  and  walles  make 
Ful  hye,  of  harde  tiles  wel  y-bake  :      709 
There  were  dwellynge  in  this  noble  toune 
Two   lordes,  which   that  were  of  grete 

renoune. 
And  woneden  so  neigh  upon  a  grene. 
That  ther  nas  but  a  stoon  walhem  betwene, 
As  ofte  in  grette  tounes  is  the  wone. 
And  sooth  to  seyn,  that  o  man  had  a  sone, 
Of  al  that  londe  oon  of  the  lustieste ; 
That  other  had  a  doghtrc,  the  feireste 
That  esteward  in   the  worlde  was   tho 

dwellynge.  718 

Thenameof  everychegan  to  other  sprynge, 
By  wommen  that  were  neyghebores  abioute ; 
For  in  that  contre  yit,  withouten  doute, 
Mdydens  ben  y-kept  for  jelousye 
Ful  streyte,  leste  they  diden  somme  folye. 

This  yonge  man  was  cleped  Piramus, 
And  Tesbe  highte  the  maide, — Naso  seith 

thus. 
And  thus  by  r^porte  was  hir  name  y-shove, 
That  as  they  wex  in  age,  wex  hir  love. 
And  certeyn,  as  by  reson  of  hir  age,     728 
Ther    myghte   have    ben    betwex    hem 

mar!age, 
But  that  hir  fiaidres  nold  it  not  assente, 
And  both  in  love  y-like  soore  they  brente. 
That  noon  of  al  hir  frendes  myghte  it  lette. 

706-776.  Missing  in  Pepyi. 

716.  ifft  om.  F*. 

73$.  And^  in  Gg  only. 


But  prevely  somtyme  yit  they  mette 
By  sleight,  and  spoken  somme  of  hir  desire, 
As  wre  the  glede  and  hotter  is  the  fire ; 
Forbeede  a  love,  and  it  is  ten  so  woode. 
This  wal,  which  that  bitwixe  hem  bothe 

stoode. 
Was  cloven  a-two,   right   fro  the  toppe 

adoun, 
Of  olde  tyme,  of  his  foundacioun.         739 
But  yit  this  clyfte  was  so  narwe  and  lite 
It  was  nat  seene,  deere  ynogh  a  myte  ; 
But  what  is  that  that  love  kannat  espye  ? 
Ye  lovers  two,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye. 
Ye  founden  first  this  litel  narwe  clifte. 
And  with  a  soune  as  softe  as  any  shryfte, 
They  leete  hir  wordes  thurgh  the  clifle  pace, 
And  tolden,  while  they  stoiden  in  the  place, 
Al  hire  compleynf  of  love,  and  al  hire  wo. 
At  every  tyme  whan  they  dorste  so. 
Upon  the  o  syde  of  the  walle  stood  he, 
And  on  that  other  syde  stood  Tesbe,   751 
The  swoote  soun  of  other  to  receyve. 
And  thus  here  wardeyns  wolde  they 

disceyve. 
And  every  day  this  walle  they  wolde  threete. 
And  wisshetoGod  that  it  weredoun  y-bete. 
Thus    wolde    they   seyn :    •  Alias,    thou 

wikked  walle  I 
Thurgh  thyn  env^e  thow  us  lettest  alle  I 
Why  nyltow  cleve,  or  fallen  al  a-two  ? 
Or  at  the  leeste,  but  thow  wouldest  so, 
Yit  woldestow  but  ones  let  us  meete,  760 
Or  ones  that  we  myghte  kyssen  sweete. 
Than  were  we  covered  of  oure  cares  colde. 
But  natheles,  yit  be  we  to  thee  holde, 
In  as  muche  as  thou  suffrest  for  to  goon 
Our  wordes  thurgh  thy  lyme  and  eke  thy 

stoon; 

Yet  oghte  we  with  the  ben  wel  apeyede.' 

And  whan  these  idel  wordes  weren  sayde. 

The  colde  walle  they  woldenkysse  of  stoon. 

And  take  hir  leve,  and  forth  they  wolden 

goon. 
And  this  was  gladly  in  the  evetyde,     770 
Or  wonder  erly,  lest  men  it  espyede. 
And  longe  tyme  they  wroght  in  this  manere, 
Til  on  a  day,  whan  Phebus  gan  to  clere — 


74X.  ditn  yn^;h  a  myity  erer  so  little. 
747.  tkty.  Trin.* ;  rest  that  tkey. 
no,  And^  F  AlU, 
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holden  fals,  and  eke  unk3nide.' 
fie  comith,  and  after  hym  gan 
en 

hire  herte  and  with  hire  eyen  ; 
te,  *  I  wol  him  tellen  of  my 
le,  860 

e  lyonesse  and  al  my  dede.' 
laste  hire  love  than  hath  she 
ide, 

th  his  helis  on  the  grounde, 
ind  therwithal  abak  she  sterte, 
le  wawes  quappe  gan  hir  herte, 
boxe  she  wax,  and  in  a  throwe 
and  gan  him  wel  to  knowe, 
Piramus,  hire  herte  dere. 
de  write  which  a  dedely  chere 
'  now  ?  and  how  hire  heere  she 
e?  870 

le  gan  hir-selve  to  turmente  ? 
le  lyth  and  swowneth  on  the 
mde? 

e  wepe  of  teres  ful  his  wounde? 
th  she  his  blood  with  hir  com- 
nte? 

his  blood  hir-selven  gan  she 
ite? 

th  she  the  dede  corps  ?  alias ! 
:his  woful  Tesbe  in  this  cas  ? 
th  she  his  frosty  mouthe  so 
e? 

don  this  ?  and  who  hath  ben 
olde  879 

f  leefe  ?     O  speke,  Piramus  ! 
esbe,  that  thee  calleth  thus  !  * 
thai  she  lyfteth  up  his  heed, 
ill  man,  that  was  nat   fully 

I, 

he  herde  the  name  of  Tesbe 

caste  his  hevy  dedely  eyen, 
agayn,   and  yeldeth  up  the 

it  uppe,  withouten  noyse  or 

hir  wympel  and  his  empty 
fie, 

>  swerde,  that  him  hath  don 
ethe. 

-  boxtt  Ovid's  '  oiaque  buxo  Pallidi- 
fet.  iv.  234,  Z35. 


Than  spake  she  thus :  *  Thy  wofiil  hande,' 

quod  she,  890 

*  Is  strong  )mogh  in  swiche  a  werke  to  me ; 
For   love   shal   me   yive   strengthe  and 

hardynesse, 
To  make  my  wounde  large  ynogh,  I  gesse. 
I  wole  the  folowen  ded,  and  I  wol  be 
P>lawe  and  cause  eke  of  thy  deeth,'  quod 

she. 
'  And  thogh  that  nothing  save  the  deth  only 
Myghte  the  fro  me  departe  trewely, 
Thou  shal  no  more  departe  now  fro  me 
Than  fro  the  deth,  for  I  wol  go  with  the. 
*  And  now,  ye  wrecched  jelouse  fadres 

oure,  900 

W^,  that  weren  whilome  children  youre, 
We  prayen  yow,  withouten  more  envye. 
That  in  o  grave  i-fere  we  moten  lye, 
Syn  love  hath  brc^ht  us  to  this  pitouse  ende. 
And  ryghtwis  God  to  every  lover  sende. 
That  loveth  trewely,  more  prosperite 
Than  ever  hadde  Piramus  and  Tesbe. 
And  let  no  gentile  woman  hire  assure, 
To  putten  hire  in  swiche  an  ^venture. 
But  God  forbede  but  a  woman  kan      910 
Ben  also  trewe  and  lovynge  as  a  man. 
And  for  my  parte  I  shaJ  anon  it  kythe.' 
And  with  that  worde  his  swerde  she  took 

as  swithe. 
That  warme  was  of  hire  loves  blood,  and 

hote. 
And  to  the  herte  she  hire-selven  smote. 

And  thus  are  Tesbe  and  Piramus  ago. 
Of  trewe  men  I  fynde  but  fewe  mo 
In  al  my  bookes,  save  this  Piramus, 
And  therfore  have  I  spoken  of  hym  thus 
For  it  is  deyntee  to  us  men  to  fynde    930 
A  man  that  kan  in  love  be  trewe  and 

kynde. 
Here  may  ye  seen,  what  lover  so  he  be, 
A  woman  dar  and  kan  as  wel  as  he. 

Explicit  Legenda  Teshe 

890.  Thy^  Off  corrects  to  Myn  ;  but  perhafNi  a 
couplet  has  fallen  out.  Chaucer  is  translating 
Mttamorpkoses^  iv.  X47-X49  : 

Tua  te  manas,  Inq^t.  amorqiM 

Perdidit.  inieltx.    Est  et  mOu  fortis  la  tmum 

Hoc  manus :  est  et  amor,  etc 

898.  F3  noo  m&rt  new  tUpari, 

903.  izfrrfy  only  in  Trin.  and  Add. 

904.  F  hath  us  brogkt. 

9x1.  aUot  Add.  only ;  Trin.  alt;  rest  «u. 
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And  to  Cartage  she  bad  he  shokle  him 
dighte,  1000 

Aikd  vanysshed  anoon  out  of  his  sighte. 
I  konde  folwe  worde  for  wordc  Virgile, 
Sut  it  wolde  lasten  al  to  longc  while. 

This  noble  queene,   that  cleped  was 
Dido, 
That  whilom  was  the  wife  of  Sitheo, 
That  fairer  was  than  is  the  bryghte  sonne, 
This  noble  toun  of  Cartage  hath  begonne ; 
In  which  she  regneth  in  so  grete  honoure, 
That  she  was  holde  of  alle  quenes  floure, 
Of  gentilesse,  of  fredome,  of  beautee, 
That  wel  was  him  that  myght  hir  ones  see. 
Of  kynges  and  of  lordcs  so  desired,     loia 
That  al  the  worlde  hire  beaute  hadde 

y-fired. 
She  stoode  so  wel  in  every  wyghtes  grace. 

Whan  Eneas  was  come  unto  that  place. 
Unto  the  maistre  temple  of  al  the  toun, 
Ther  Dido  was  in  hir  devocioun, 
Ful  prively  his  wey  than  hath  he  nome. 
Whan  he  was  in  the  large  temple  come, — 
I  kannat  seye  if  that  hit  be  possible, — 
Bat  Venus  hadde  him  maked  invisible  ; 
Thus  seith  the  booke,  withouten  any  les. 

And  whan  this  Eneas  and  Achates 
Hadden  in  this  temple  ben  over-alle, 
Than  fbunde  they  depeynted  on  a  walle 
How  Troy  and  al  the  londe  destroyed 

was. 
*  Alias,  that  I  was  bom  I '  quod  Eneas. 
*Thurghout    the  worlde  oure  shame  is 

kid  so  wide, 
Now  it  is  pcynted  upon  every  side. 
W^,  that  weren  in  prosperitee,  1030 

Be  now  disclaundred,  and  in  swiche  degre. 
No  lenger  for  to  lyven  I  ne  kepe.* 
And  with  that  worde  he  braste  out  for  to 

wepe 
So  tendirly  that  routhe  it  was  to  seene. 

This  fresshe  lady,  of  the  citee  queene, 
Stoode  in  the  temple,  in  hire  estat  royalle. 
So  richely,  and  eke  so  faire  withalle. 
So  yonge,  so  lusty,  with  hire  eyen  glade, 
That  if  that  God,  that  hevene  and  erthe 
made, 

X005.  SWieot  Siduras. 

1006.  «r,  om.  all  but  G%9xA  Add. 

lo^Q.  wettn^  Trin.  and  Add.  wtrt  whilom. 


Wolde    ban    a    love,    for    beaule    and 

goodcnesse,  1040 

And    womanhode,    and     trouthe,    and 

semlynesse. 
Whom  sholde  heloven  but  this  ladyswete? 
I'her  nys  no  woman  to  him  halfe  so  mete. 
Fortune,     that     hath     the    worlde    in 

govemaunce. 
Hath  sod eynly  broght  in  so  newe  a  chaunce. 
That  never  was  ther  yet  so  fremde  a  cas. 
For  al  the  companye  of  Eneas, 
Which  that  he  wende  han  loren  in  the  see, 
Aryved  is,  noght  fer  fro  that  dtee.      1049 
For  which  thegrettest  of  his  lordes,  some. 
By  ^venture  ben  to  the  citee  come, 
Unto  that  same  temple,  for  to  scke 
The  queene,  and  of  hire  socour  hir  beseke ; 
Swich  r^nowne  was  ther  spronge  of  hir 

goodnesse. 
And  whan  they  hadde  tolde  al  hire 

distresse. 
And  al  hir  tempest  and  hire  harde  cas. 
Unto  the  queene  appered  Eneas, 
And  openly  beknew  that  it  was  he. 
Who  hadde  joye  thanne  but  his  meynee, 
That    hadden    founde    hire    lord,    hire 

govemour  ?  io6o 

The  queene  saugh  they  dide  him  swich 

honour. 
And  had  herde  oftc  of  Eneas  cr  tho. 
And  in  hir  hcrte  she  hadde  routhe  and  wo, 
That  ever  swiche  a  noble  man  as  hee 
Shal  ben  disherited  in  swiche  degree. 
And  saugh  the  man,  that  he  was  lyke  a 

knyghte. 
And  suffisaunt  of  persone  and  of  myghte, 
And  lyke  to  ben  a  verray  gentilman. 
And  wel  his  wordcs  he  besette  kan,   1069 
And  hadde  a  noble  visage  for  the  nones, 
And  formed  wel  of  brawnes  and  of  bones ; 
For  after  Venus  hadde  he  swich  fairenesse. 
That  no  man  myghte  be  half  so  faire,  I  gesse. 
And  wel  a  lorde  he  semede  for  to  be. 
And  for  he  was  a  straunger,  somwhat  she 
Lyked  him  the  bette,  as,  God  do  bote. 
To  sommefolke often  newe  thinge  isswote. 

Z046.  never  was  ther  yet  ^  so  Trin.  and  Thynne ; 
Arch.  S«ld.  never  yet  was  sene;  Add.  om.  yet; 
rest  om.  tker. 

1074.  ke,  so  Gg  Add.  Pepys ;  rest  Arm. 
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Anon  hire  herte  hath  pitee  of  his  wo. 
And  with  that  pitee,  love  come  in  also  ; 
And  thus  for  pitee  and  for  gentillesse, 
Kefresshcd  mote  he  ben  of  his  dbtresse. 

She  seyde,  certes,  that  she  sory  was 
That  he  hath  had  swich  peril  and  swiche 

cas ; 
And  in  hire  frendely  speche,  in  thismanere 
She  tohim  spake,  and  seyde  as  ye  may  here. 

*  Be  yc  nat  Venus*  sone  and  Anchises'  ? 
In  good  faythe,  al  the  worshippeand  encres 
That  I  may  goodly  doonyow,  ye  shal  have : 
Youre  shippes  and  youre  meynee  shal  I 

save.* 
And  many  a  gen  til  worde  she  spake  him  to, 
And  comaunded  hire  messagers  to  go 
The  same  day,  withouten  any  faylle,   1093 
His  shippes  for  to  seke  and  hem  vitaylle. 
Ful  many  abeeste  she  to  the  shippes  sente, 
And  with  thewynesheganhemtopresentc, 
And  to  hire  royall  paleys  she  hire  spcdde, 
And  Eneas  alwey  with  hire  she  Icdde. 
What  nedeth  yow  the  feste  to  discry>'e  ? 
He  never  better  at  ese  was  in  his  lyve. 
Ful  was  the  feste  of  dcynlees  and  richesse, 
Of  instruments,  of  songc,  and  of  gladnesse, 
And  many  an  amorouse  lokyng  and  devys. 

This  Eneas  is  comen  to  Paradys 
Outofthcswoloweofhelle ;  andthusinjoye 
Remembreth  him  of  his  estaat  in  Troye. 
To  daunsyng  chambres,  ful  of  parements, 
Of  riche  beddes,  and  of  ornaments, 
This  Eneas  is  ladde  after  the  meete. 
And  with    the    queene   whan    that    he 
hadde  secte  H09 

And  spices  parted,  and  the  wyne  agon, 
Unto  his  chambres  was  he  lad  anon 
To  take  his  case,  and  for  to  have  his  reste 
With  al  his  folke,  todoon  what  so  hemleste. 

Thcr  nas  coursere,  wel  y-bridled,  noon, 
Ne  stede  for  the  justyng  wel  to  goon, 
Ne  large  i>alfrey,  esy  for  the  nones, 
Nc  juwel  fretted  ful  of  riche  stones, 
Ne  sakkcs  ful  of  gold,  of  large  wyghte, 
Ne  rubee  noon  that  shyncde  by  nyghte, 

1099,  Gg  He  Hci'cn'at  esc  was  betyr  in  al  hese 
ljn>e. 

1107.  ornatucHts,  so  Gg  Trin.  Add.  ;  F^/wit'T- 
inenti. 

1119.  skynede^G^  Trin.  Pepys ;  Add.  x^m^; 
\  ^  shineth. 


Ne  gentil  bawteyn  fankone  boooeer, 
Ne  hound  for  hert,  or  wilde  boor  or  dee. 
Ne  coupe  of  golde,  with  floryns  oen 

y-bette,  m: 

That  in  the  londe  of  Lybye  may  ben  getu. 
That  Dido  ne  hath  hit  Eneas  i-sente ; 
And  al  is  payed,  what  that  he  baihspar.e. 
Thus  gan  this  queene  honoure  hir  gesMf 

talle, 
As  she  that  kan  in  firedome  passes  alk. 

Eneas  soothly  eke,  withouten  les, 
Hath  sent  unto  his  shippe  by  Achites 
After  his  sone,  and  after  ryche  thynges, 
Both  ceptre,  clothes,   broches,  uid  de 

rynges ;  ii:** 

Somme  for  to  were,  and  somme  for  '^ 

presente 
To  hire,  that  alle   thise  nobk  thisfie 

him  sente ; 
And  bad  his  sone  how  that  he  sholde  na^e 
The  presentynge,  and  to  thequeeneit  take: 

Repeyred  is  this  Achates  agayne. 
And  Eneas  ful  blysfiil  is  and  &yne, 
To  seen  his  yonge  sone  Ascanius. 
But  natheles  our  autour  tellith  us      n» 
That  Cupido,  that  is  the  god  of  love, 
At  prayere  of  hys  moder  hye  above, 
Hadde  the  liknesse  of  the  childe  y-ti)x. 
This  noble  queen  enamoured  to  make 
On  Eneas.     But  as  of  that  scripture 
Be  as  be  may,  I  make  of  it  no  cure. 
But  sooth  is  this,  the  queene  hath  naii* 

swich  chere 
Unto  this  childe  that  wonder  is  to  here ; 
And  of  the  present  that  his  fader  sente, 
She  thanked  him  ful  ofte  in  goode  intente. 
Thus  is  this  queene  in  pleasaunce  aiui 

in  joye,  n« 

With  al  thise  newe  lusty  folke  of  Tro\t 
And  of  the  dedes  hath  she  more  enquered 
Of  Eneas,  and  al  the  storie  Icred 

T126.  MSS.  read  Thus  kam  (Add.  grnnne)  tkit 
hoHourahU  ^utent^  hirgesics  iPeyy%,  gifttiS  «tt, 
where  calle  ls^  plainly  a  misreadinir  o^  the  ooib- 
plimentary  cpitnet  ialle.  This  would  nudce  tbe 
verb  honoure  impossible,  and  so  lead  to  the  »s> 
St  itution  of  honvMrable,  Another  possible  leston- 
tion  would  be  Thus  ya/  this  noi'it  cueem  «-" 
giftes  talle.  The  reading  talU  is  doe  to  Pr. 
Heath. 

1 1 39.  So  Gg  and  Pepys ;  F*  For  to  kim  ri  b«j 
ref^orted  thus  ;  other  variants  s1k>w  that  the  'inc 
was  corrupted. 
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Of  Troytf ;  and  i\.  the  longe  day  they  tweye 
Entendeden  to  speken  and  to  pleye. 
Of  which  ther  gan  to  breden  swich  a  fire, 
That  sely  Dido  hath  now  swich  desire 
With  Eneas,  hir  newe  geste,  to  deele, 
That  she  hath  loste  hire  hewe  and  eke 
hire  heele. 

Now  to  thefiecte,  now  to  the  frnyt  of  al, 

Why  I  have  tolde  this  storye,  and  tellen 

shal,  iz6x 

Thus  I  bygynne :  It  fil  upon  a  nyght, 
Whan  that  the  moone  upreysed  had  hire 

lyght. 

This  noble  queene  unto  hire  reste  wente. 
She    siketh    sore,  and  gan  hire  -  selfe 

turmente ; 
She  waketh,  walwithe,  maketh  many  a 

brayde. 
As  doon  thise  lovers,  as  I  have  herde 

sayde; 
And  at  the  laste,  unto  hire  suster  Anne 
She   made   hir  mone,  and    ryght  thus 

spake  she  thanne.  1x69 

*  Now,  dere  suster  myn,  what  may  it  be 
That  me  agasteth  in  my  dreme?'  quod  she. 

*  This  ilke  Trojane  is  so  in  my  thoghte, 
Forthatmethinketh  heissowely-wroghte. 
And  eke  so  Ukly  for  to  ben  a  man. 
And  therwithal  so  mykel  good  he  kan, 
That  al  my  love  and  lyf  lyth  in  his  cure. 
Have  ye  nat  herde  hym  telle  his  ^venture  ? 
Now  certes,  Anne,  gif  that  ye  rede  me, 

I  wolde  fayne  to  him  y- wedded  be ;   1179 

This  is  theffect ;  what  sholde  I  more  seyn  ? 

In  him  lith  alle,  to  doo  me  lyve  or  dcyn.* 

Hir  suster  Anne,  as  she  that  kouth 

hire  goode, 
Sej^e    as    hire  thoght,   and  somdel  it 

withstoode. 
But  herof  was  so  longe  a  sermonynge, 
It  were  to  longe  to  make  rehersynge. 
But,  finally,  it  may  nat  be  withstonde  : 
Love  woU  love,  for  novryght  wol  it  wonde. 
The  dawenyng  upiyst  oute  of  the  see ; 
This    amorouse   queene    chargeth    hire 

meynee 

115$.  So  Cg;    rest  Far  to  xpeke  and /or  to 

1x63.  AfW,  Gg  kit, 
1174, /or.  oau  F*. 
1x78.  rule,  Gg  ret/t  it 


The  nettes  dresse,  and  speres  brood  and 

kene ;  Z190 

An  huntynge  wol  this  lusty  firesshequeene. 
So  priketh  hire  this  newe  joly  wo. 
To  hors  is  al  hire  lusty  folke  y-go ; 
Unto    the    courte    the    houndes    ben 

y-broughte, 
And  upon  coursers,  swyfteassmy  thoughte, 
Hir  yonge  knyghtes  hoven  al  aboute, 
And  of  hir  women  eke  an  huge  route. 
Upon  a  thikke  palfirey,  paper  white,  1x98 
With  sadel  rede,  enbroudet  with  delyte. 
Of  golde  the  barres  up  enbosed  heighe, 
Sitte  Dido,  al  in  golde  and  perrey  wreighe. 
And  she  is  &ire  as  is  the  bryghte  morwe, 
That  heeleth  seke  folkes  of  nyghtes  sorwe. 
Upon  a  coursere,  startlyng  as  the  fire, — 
Men  myghte  tume  him  withalytel  wire, — 
Sitte  Eneas,  like  Phebus  to  devyse. 
So  was  he  firessh  arrayed  in  his  wyse. 
The  fomy  bridel,  with  the  bitte  of  golde, 
Govemeth  he,  ryght  as  himselfe  hathe 

wolde.  X209 

And  forth  this  noble  queene,  this  lady,  ride 
On  huntyng,  with  this  Trojan  by  hire  syde. 

The  herde  of  hertes  founden  is  anon, 
With  *  Hay  ! '  *  Go  bet ! '  *  Prik  thou  ! ' 

<  Lat  gon,  lat  gon  !  * 
*  Why  nyl  the  lyoun  comen,  or  the  here, 
That  I  myght  hym  ones  meten  with  this 

spere  ?  * 
Thus  seyn  thise  yonge  folke,  and  up  they 

kylle 
The  vdlde  hertes,  and  han  hem  at  here  wille. 
Amonges  al  this,  to  romblen  gan  the 

hevene ; 
The  thonder  rored  with  a  grisly  stevene ; 
Doun  come  the  rayne,  with  haile  and 

sleet,  so  faste,  taao 

With  hevenes  fire,  that  it  so  sore  agaste 
This  noble  queue,  and  also  hire  meynee. 
That  yche  of  hem  was  glad  awey  to  flee  ; 
And  shortly,  firo  the  tempest  hire  to  save. 
She  fled  hire-selfe  into  a  lytel  cave, 
And  with  hire  wente  this  Eneas  also. 
I  not  with  hem  if  ther  went  any  mo  ; 
The  auctour  maketh  of  hit  no  mencioun. 
And  here  beganne  the  depe  afieccioun 
Betwix  hem  two ;  this  was  the  firste  morwe 

X195.  coursers^  ¥*coMruf9, 
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Of  hire  gladnesse,  and  g}-nn)*nge  of  hir 

sorwe.  laji 

For  there  hath  Eneas  y-kneled  so. 
And  tolde  hir  al  his  herte  and  al  his  wo, 
And  swome  so  depe  to  hire  to  be  trewe 
For  wele  or  wo,  and  chaunge  fur  no  newe. 
And,  as  a  fals  lover,  so  wel  kan  ple)'ne, 
That  sely  Dido  rewed  on  his  pejiic. 
And  toke  hym  for  housbonde,  and  became 

his  wife 
For  evermor,  while  that  hem  laste  lyfe. 
And  after  this,  whan  that  the  tempest 

stentc,  1340 

With  myrth,  out  as  they  come,  home  they 

wente. 
The  wikked  fame  up  ros,  and  that  anon, 
I  low  Eneas  hath  with  the  queene  y-gon 
Into  the  cave,  and  demed  as  hem  liste. 
And  whan  the  k^nge  that  Yarbas  bight 

hit  wiste, 
As  he  that  had  hire  loved  ever  his  lyfe. 
And  wowed  hire  to  have  hire  to  hys  wife, 
Swiche  sorowe  us  he  hath  makcd,  and 

swiche  chore, 
It  is  :i  rcwthc  and  pitcc  for  to  here. 
But  as  in  love  alday  it  hap{)eth  so,      1250 
That  o^>n  shal  lawghen  at  anotherC-s  wo  ; 
Now  lawj^hcth  Eneas,  and  is  in  joyo, 
And  more  riches  than  ever  was  in  Troyc. 

O  scly  woman,  fill  of  innocence, 
I*'ul  of  piivc,  of  trouthc,  and  conscience. 
What  makwl  yow  to  men  to  tnisten  so  ? 
I  lave  ye  suche  rewthe  upon  hir  feyned  wo, 
And    han    suchc    oldc   cnsaumplcs  yow 

bcfornc  ? 
Sc  ye  nat  allc  how  they  Ijon  forsworne  ? 
Where  se  ye  oon  that  he  ne  hath  lafte 

Ills  leefe  ?  1260 

Or    Ik-'ii    unkyn<le,    or    don     hir    some 

inyscheefe  ? 
Or  pillefl  hir,  or  hosted  of  his  dede  ? 
^'c  may  as  wcl  hit  seen  as  ye  may  rede. 
Take  hcde  now  of  this  grete  gentilman. 
This  Trojan,  that  so  wel  hire  plese  kan, 
That  fcyneth  him  so  trewe  and  obeysinge, 
So  gentil,  and  so  privy  of  his  doynge  ; 
And  kan  so  wcl  doon  al  his  obeynsaunces, 

1335.  ckauKj^e^  Gg  and  Pepys  chaungt  Aitjg. 
1242.    TAe  wikked  fame,      Virgil's    'Famai, 
malum  qua  non  aliud  vr loriiw  ullum,'  yFff.  iv.  17^. 


And  waytyn  hir,  at  festes  and  it  'daonoa. 
And  whan  she  gooth  to  temple,  and  hone 

ageyne,  a?: 

And  fiuten  til  he  hath  his  ladj  seyse : 
And  beren  in  his  de\yses  for  hire  sake 
Wot  I  not  what ;  and  sooges  wolde  be 

make, 
Justen,  and  doon  of  anncs  many  thjifes^ 
Send  hire  letres,  tokens,  broches,  i]fifei 
Now  herkneth  how  he  shal  his  bdysene. 

Ther  as  he  was  in  peril  for  to  stent 
For  hanger  and  for  mj-scfaeef  in  the  see, 
And  desolate,  and  fledde  fro  his  oootne, 
And  al  his foike  with  tempesteal  to-diifeB, 
She  hath  hir  bq^y  and  eke  hir  reame  jncs 
Into  his  hande,  theras  she  mygfate  haic 

bene  ufa 

Of  other  lande  than  of  Cartage  a  qnecBe. 
And  lyved  in  joy  ynogh  ;  what  wohk  je 

more? 
This  Eneas,  that  hath  thusdepey-svore. 
Is  wery  of  his  craite  within  a  throwe ; 
The  hoote  emeste  is  al  overblowe. 
And  prively  he  doth  his  shippes  dy^ite, 
And  shapeth  him  to  steeleawey  bynj^hfiCi 
This  Dido  hath  suspecion  of  this,    \vf 
And  thoughte  wel  that  hit  was  al  amjs; 
For  in  his  bedde  he  lythanygfatand  siketb. 
She  asketh  him  anon  what  him  mysliketh. 
*  Mydere  herte,  which  that  I  lovemoste, 
Certes,*  quod  he,  *  thys  nyght  my  Culra 

goste 
Hath  in  my  slepe  so  sore  me  turmeotcde. 
And  eke  Mercure  his  message  hath  pf^ 

sentede. 
That  nedes  to  the  conquestc  of  Vtayle 
My  destany  is  soone  for  to  sayle, 
For  whiche  me  thynketh  brosten  Is  mjft 

herte.'  ijpo 

Therwith  his  false  teeres  cute  the)*  state. 
And  taketh  hir  within  his  armcs  twa 
*■  Is  that  in  cmest  ? '  quod  she ;  '  wvJ  je 

so? 
Have  ye  nat  swome  to  wife  me  to  take? 
Alias,  what  woman  wol  ye  of  me  make? 
I  am  a  gentil  woman,  and  a  queene ; 
Vc  wol  nat  fro  your  w>'fe  thus  foale  fleeoe ! 
That  I  was  borne,  alias !     Whatshal  Ido?* 


1269.    Andxvaytjm^  Gg  ooly;    Tkio.*  ^^ 
f^ftyn  :  re<it  To. 
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To  telle  in  short,  this  noble  queene  Dido 
She  seketh  halwes,  and  doth  sacrifise  ; 
She  kneleth,   crieth,   that   routhe  is  to 

dev7se ;  1311 

CoDJureth  him,  and  profereth  him  to  be 
His  thral,  his  servant,  in  the  lest  degree. 
She  &lleth  him  to  foote,  and  swowneth 

there, 
Disshevely  with  hire  bryghte  gilte  here. 
And  seith,   *  Have  mercy  I  let  me  with 

yow  ryde ; 
These  lordes,  which  that  wonien me  besyde, 
Wol  me  destroien  only  for  youre  sake. 
And  so  ye  wole  now  me  to  wife  take, 
As  ye  han  sworn,  than  wol  I  yive  yow  levc 
To  sleen  me  with  your  swerd  now  soonc 

at  eve ;  1321 

For  than  shal  I  yet  dien  as  youre  wife. 
I  am  with  childe,  and  yive  my  childe  his 

lyfe! 
M^rcy,  lorde,havepiteein  youre  thought  !* 
But  al  this  thing  avayleth  hire  ryght 

nought, 
For  on  a  nyght  sleping  he  let  hir  lye, 
And  staal  awey  upon  his  companye. 
And  as  a  traytour  forthe  he  gan  to  sayle 
Towarde  the  large  contree  of  Itayle. 
And  thus  he  lefte  Dido  in  wo  and  pyne. 
And  weddid  there  a  lady  highte  Lavyne. 
A  cloth   he  lefte,  and  eke  his  swerde 

stondynge,  1332 

Whan  he  fro  Dido  staal  in  hire  slepynge, 
Righte  at  hir  beddes  hed  :  so  gan  he  hye, 
Whanne  that  he  staal  awey  to  his  navye. 
Which  cloth,  whanselyDidoganawake, 
She  hath  it  kyste  fill  ofte  for  hys  sake  ; 
And  seyde,  *  O  swete  cloth,  while  [Jove] 

hit  leste, 
Take  now  my  soule,  unbynde  me  of  this 

unreste ;  1339 

1319.  w,  om.  F*. 
1394.  have^  Gg  kavyth. 

1330.  And  thus  he  U/ie,  Trin.':  Gg.  Thus  he 
kath  ie/ie;^  Y^  And  thus  hath  he  le/te, 

1338.  Trin.^om.  jw/r,  but  Chaucer  is  trans- 
lating the  'Dulces  exuvue,  dum  fata  deusque 
ainebant '  ofjSn,  ir.  651,  and,  like  ' du\ce^' S7tfete 
tt  emphatic.  To  mend  the  line  I  read  /<n'e  for 
y»/;V^rof  MSS. 

1339.  turn*,  om.  F'^. 

1339.  vnfynde^  me,  Virgil's  'accipite  hanc 
animam  meque  his  exsolvite  curis ' ;  Gg  reads  and 
brynge  it. 


I  have  fulfilled  of  fortune  al  the  cours.' 
And  thus,  alias,  withouten  his  socours, 
Twenty  ty me  y-swowned  hath  she  thanne. 
And  whan  that  she  unto  hir  suster  Anne 
Compleyned  had,  of  which  I  may  not  write, 
So  grete  routhe  I  have  hit  for  to  endite, 
And  bad  hir  noryce  and  hir  sustren  gon 
To  fechc  fire,  and  other  thinges  anon. 
And  seyde  that  she  wolde  sacfifie, — 
And  whan  she  myght  hir  tyme  wel  espye. 
Upon  the  fire  of  sacrifice  she  sterte,   1350 
And  with  his  swerde  she  roof  hire  to  the 

herte. 
But,  as  myn  auctour  seythe,  yit  thus  she 

seyde. 
Or  she  was  hurte,  befome  or  she  deide, 
She  wroot  a  letter  anon,  that  thus  biganne. 
*■  Ryght  so,'  quod  she,  'as  that  the  white 

swanne 
Ayenst  his  deeth  begynneth  for  to  synge, 
Ryght  so  to  yow  I  make  my  c6mpleynynge, 
Nat  that  I  trowe  to  geten  yow  aga3nie, 
For  wel  I  woot  that  hit  is  al  in  va3nie, 
Syn  that  the  goddys  ben  contrary  to  me. 
But  syn  my  name  is  loste  thurgh  yow,' 

quod  she,  1361 

'  I  may  wel  leese  a  worde  on  yow,  or  letter. 
Albeit  I  shal  be  never  the  better. 
For  thilkevrynde  that  blew  your  shipaway, 
The  same  wy nde  hath  blowe  awey  your  fay.  * 
But  who  wol  al  this  letter  have  in  mynde. 
Rede  Ovyde,  and  in  him  he  shal  hit  fynde. 

Explicit  Ligefida  DidoniSj  Martiris, 
Cariagenis  Regine 

Incipit  Legenda  YsiphiU  et  Medee^ 
Martiris 

Thou  roote  of  false  lovers,  duke  Jason ! 
Thou  slye  devourcr,  and  confusyon 
Of  gentil  women,  gentil  creatures  !     1370 
Thou  madest  thy  reclaymynge  and  thy  lures 
To  ladies  of  thy  staately  aparaunce. 
And  of  thy  wordes  farsid  with  plesaunce, 

X35a.  tuyn  auctour,  now  Ovid  {HetvideSt  vii.). 
1360.  contrary,  Y*  contrarioute, 

1366.  whc  nnfi  al,  so  Pepys  and  Tan.  ;  Gg  F^ 
Th.  whoso  wel  all  Trin.3  who  that  wyll;  Ar. 
Scld.  whoso  woL 

1367.  Pepys  MS.  stops  here. 

X370.  So  F^  and  P ;  Gg  for  Erst  and  Trin.3  for 
second  gentil  read  tendre. 
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And  of  thyfeyned  trouthe,  and  ihy  manerc, 
With  thyne  obey'saunce  and  humble  chere, 
And  with  thy  countrefeted  jjeyn  and  wo  ! 
Ther  other  falsen  oon,  thou  falseste  two  ! 
O,  ofte  swore  thou  that  thou  woldest  deye 
For  love,  whan  thou  ne  felteste  maladeye, 
Save  foule  delyte,  which  that  thou  callest 

love !  13S0 

If  that  I  lyve,  thy  name  shal  Ijc  shove 
In   £ng])'ssh,  that   thy  sleighte  shal  be 

knowe  ; 
Have  at  llie,  Jason  !  now  thyn  horn  is 

bio  we  ! 
But  ccrtes,  it  is  bothc  routhe  and  wo, 
That  love  with  false  lovers  werketh  so  ; 
For  they  shalle  have  wel  better  and  gretter 

chere 
Than  he  that  hath  a-boughte  his  love  ful 

dere, 
Or  had  in  armes  many  a  blody  box. 
For  ever  as  tender  a  capon  eteth  the  fox, 
Though   he  l>e  fals,  and  hath  the  foule 

betrayed,  1390 

As  shal  the  good  man  that  iherfor  hath 

payed  ; 
Al  have  he  to  the  caix)n  skille  and  r)'ghte, 
The  false  fox  wil  have  his  part  at  nyghte. 
On  Jason  this  ensample  is  wel  y-seeiie, 
By  Isiphile  and  Medea  the  (juecne. 
In  Tessalye,  as  Guido  lellelh  us, 
Ther  was  a  kyng  that  highte  Pelleus, 
That  had  a  brother  whiche  that  hightEson; 
And  whan  for  c^je  he  myghteunnelhes  gon, 
lie  yaf  to  Pelleus  the  governynge        1400 
Of  al  his  regne,  and  made  him  lorde  and 

kynge. 
Of  whiche  Eson  this  Jason  gelen  was, 
That  in  his  tyme  in  al  that  lande  ther  nas 
Nat  suche  a  famouse  knyghte  of  gentilesse, 
Of  freilome,  and  of  strengthc,  and  lusty- 

nesse. 
After  his  fader  deeth  he  Iwr  him  so. 
That  there  nas  noon  that  lystc  ben  his  fo, 

1387.  a-f'Oughtt\  Y^  bought,     his,  om.  F"*. 

13Q1.  hath,  (Jp  only;  rest  om. 

1392.  A I  have  he,  F^  AlU  the/ he  haz'c. 

'3)5-  lii/'hiie,  Hypsij)hile. 

X396.  Guitffl,  i.e.  (fviulo  dclle  Colonne  in  his 
HistoHa  7'rojana  ;  F"*  Ovyiie. 

'397*  ^l^'^A^  F3  knyght. 

1405.  and  o/streHf^thts  etc.,  all  but  Gg  read  <if 
itrcngthe  and  0/  lustytusxe. 


But  dide  him  al  honour  and  companvc. 
Of  which  this  Pelleus  hath  grete  envye, 
Imagynynge  that  Jason  myghte  be     ui 
Enhaunced  so,  and  pnit  in  suche  degree. 
With  love  of  lordes  of  his  regioim. 
That  from  his  regno  he  may  be  put  adocn. 
And  in  his  witte  a-nyghte  compassi^  K 
How  Jason  myghte  besie  destro)*ed  be. 
Withoute  sclaunder  of  his  compasseiKot^- 
And  at  the  lastc  he  tooke  a\'ysemente, 
To  senden  him  into  some  fer  centre, 
There  as  this  Jason  may  distroyed  be. 
This  was  his  witte,  al  made  he  to  Iisoc 
Grete  chere  of  love  and  of  affecdouo.  14: 
For  drede  lest  his  lordes  hyt  espyde. 

So  felle  hyt,  so  as  fame  renneth  «>i£. 
Ther  was  suche  tidynge  overal,  and  Auche 

los, 
That  in  an  ile  that  called  was  Cdcos, 
Beyonde  Troye,  estwarde  in  the  see. 
That  ther  a  ram  was  that  men  m>'ghte  set 
That  had  a  flees  of  gold,  that  sh(xc» 

br>ghte. 
That  no-wher  was  ther  suche  an<v.hfl 

sighte, 
But  hit  was  kept  alway  with  a  dragoan,- 
And  many  other  mervcls  up  and  doun : 
And  with  two  boles  makcd  al  of  bns. 
That  spitten  fire  ;  and  muchc  thinge  ihfl 

was.  ^i: 

But  this  was  eke  the  tale,  nathclees 
That  who-so  wolde  wynnc  thilke  flees. 
He  mosteboth — or  he  hyt  wj'nnem)'s;hic- 
Wfth  the  lx>les  and  the  dragoun  h-ghit : 
And  kyng  Oetcs  lorde  was  of  that  ile. 
This  Pelleus  l>ethoughtc  ufwn  this  wile 
That  he  his  nevewe  Jason  wolde  enhor-t   J 
To  .saylen  to  that  londe,  him  to  disporte:  J 
And  seyde,  *  Newwe,  if  h)t  m)-ghie  be, 
That  suche  worshipix;  myghte  fcille  the. 
That   thou    this   famous    tresor   tsy^^ 

Wynne, 
And  br)ng>'n  hit  my  regyoun  withinue, 
It  were  tomegretteplesaunceand  honoured 
Thanne  were  I  holdc  to  quytc  thy  labiiuKi 
An<l  al  the  cost  I  wol  my-selfc  make : 


1413.  Mrtv,  Gg  and  Arch.  55«ld.  mlgku- 
14 18.   To,  F»  rknt  to, 
1425.  Co/cos,  Colchis. 
1438.  Oefer^  i^tes. 
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And  chese  what  folke  that  thou  wilte  with 

the  take.  1449 

Let  see  nowe,  darstow  taken  this  viage  ? ' 

Jason  was  yonge,  and  lusty  of  corage, 
And  undertooke  to  doon  this  ilke  emprise. 
Anon  Argus  his  shippes  gan  devyse. 

With  Jason  wentc  the  stronge  Hercules, 
And  many  another  that  he  with  him  ches. 
But  who-so  axeth  who  is  with  him  gon, 
L^t  him  rede  *  Argonauticon,' 
For  he  wol  telle  a  tale  longe  ynoughe. 
Philotetes  anon  the  sayle  up  droughe, 
Whan  that  the  wynde  was  good,  and  gan 
him  hye  1460 

Out  of  his  con  tree  called  Tessalyc. 
So  longe  he  say  led  in  the  salte  see. 
Til  in  the  ile  of  Lemnon  arryved  he. 
Al  be  this  not  rehersed  of  Guydo, 
Yet  scyth  Ovyde  in  his  Epistles  so ; 
And  of  this  ile  lady  was,  and  queene, 
The  faire  yonge  Ysiphile,  the  shene. 
That  whilom  Thoas  doughter  was,  the 
kynge. 

Ysiphyle  was  goon  in  hire  pleynge, 
And  romynge  on  the  clyves  by  the  sec. 
Under  a  brake  anoon  espiedc  she        1471 
Where  that  the  shippe  of  Jason  gan  arryve. 
Of  hircgoodnesseadounshe  sendeth  blyvc, 
To  weten,  if  that  any  straunge  wyghte 
With  tempest  thiderwere  y-blowa-nyghte, 
To  doon  hem  socour,  as  was  hir  usauncc 
To    forthren    every    wyghte,    and    don 

plesaunce 
Of  very  bountee,  and  of  curteysie. 

This  messagere  adoun  him  gan  to  hye, 
And  founde  Jason  and  Erculcs  also, 
That  in  a  a^e  to  londe  were  y-go,   1481 
Hem  to  refresshen,  and  to  take  the  eyr. 
The  morwenyng  atempree  was  and  fair, 
And  in  his  wey  this  messager  hem  mette  ; 
Ful  cunnyngely  these  lordes  two  he  grctte, 
And  did  his  message,  askynge  hem  anon 
If  they  were  broken,  or  ought  wo-begon, 

1449.  that^  all  but  C^  and  Arch.  Seld.  om. 
1453.  ArvuSf  the  buuder  of  the  Argo. 
X457.  retu,  Trin.'  go  rede. 
Z457.  ^  Ar^otuutficon,    i.e.    the    imitation    of 
Apolionius  Khodius  by  Valerius  Flaccus. 
1459.  Philotetest  Philoctetes. 
X460.  /Atf/,  all  bat  Gg  and  Trin.>  om. 
1463.  Lemtum,  Leronoc 
X472.  tkat  .  .  .  ^  F^  iay  .  .  .  thai. 


Or  hadde  nede  of  lodesmen  or  vitaylc  ; 
For  of  socoure  they  shulde  no  thinge  fayle. 
For  it  was  outrely  the  quenes  wille.     1490 

Jason  answerde  mckely  and  stille  ; 
*  My  lady,'  quod  he,  *  thanke  I  hertely 
Of  hir  goodnesse  ;  us  nedeth  trewely 
Nothing  as  now,  but  that  we  wery  Ixf, 
And  come  for  to  pley  out  of  the  sec. 
Til  that  the  wynde  be  better  in  oure  weye. 

This  lady  rometh  by  the  clyffe  to  pleye 

With  hire  meynee,  cndelonge  the  stronde. 

And  fyndeth  this  Jason  and  thyse  other 

stonde  1499 

In  spekynge  of  this  thinge,  as  I  yow  tolde. 

This  Ercules  and  Jason  gan  beholde 
How  that  the  queene  it  was,  and  faire  hir 

grette, 
Anonryght  as  they  with  this  lady  mette. 
And  she  tooke  hede,  and  knew  by  hire 

manere. 
By  hire  array,  by  wordes,  and  by  chere. 
That  hit  were  gentil  men  of  grete  degree. 
And  to  the  castel  with  hir  ledeth  she 
These  straunge  folke,  and  doth  hem  grete 
honour ;  1508 

And  axeth  hem  of  travayllc  and  labour 
That  they  ban  suffred  in  the  salte  see  ; 
So  that  withynne  a  day,  or  two  or  three. 
She  knew  by  folke  that  in  his  shippes  be. 
That  hyt  was  Jason,  full  of  renomee. 
And  Ercules,  that  hadde  the  grete  los. 
That  soughten  the  avenlures  of  GjIcos. 
And  did  hem  honour  more  than  before, 
And  with  hem  deled  ever  lenger  the  more, 
P'or  they  ben  worthy  folke,  withouten  les. 
And,  namely,  she  spake  most  with  Ercul(5 ; 
To  him  hir  herte  bare,  he  shulde  be    1520 
Sad,  wise,  and  trewe,  of  wordes  avysce, 
Withouten  any  other  affeccioun 
Of  love,  or  evyl  ymaginacioun. 

This  Ercules  hath  so  this  Jason  preyscd. 
That  to  the  sonne  he  hath  hym  up  areysed. 
That  halfe  so  trewe  a  man  ther  nas  of  love 
Under  the  cope  of  hevene,  that  b  above  ; 
And  he  was  wyse,  hardy,  secre,  and  ryche ; 

1490.  Fairfax,  Tanner,  and  Bodley  MSS.  omit 
this  line. 

1512.  folke ^  so  Off  and  Arch.  Seld. ;  F*  the 
folke  or  folkes. 

X523.  nyly  all  but  Gg  any  other. 

X535.  areysed^  all  but  Gg  reysed. 
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Of  these  thie  poyntts  there 

yprfredome  passed  he,  and  luslihede,  jsjo 
I  AUe  Iho  that  lyven,  or  ben  dole. 
'Theito  so  grcte  a  gentil-mon  wits  he, 
And  of  Tcssa!yc  likly  Itytige  to  be. 
Ther  nas  no  lakke,  but  that  he  was  agasic 
To  love,  and  tor  to  speke  shamefasle  ; 
He  hwtde  leverhimsdfe  tomordreaaddyei 
Than  that  men  shuldc  a  lover  him  cspye. 
*A«  wolde  aJmyehty  God  that  1  haddc  yivc 
4Cy  bloodeaiid  flessh,50  thai  I  myghte  ly  ve, 
•With  the  noncsthat  he  hadde  oiighc-whcrc 

For  his  esloal  '.  tor  suche  a  lusly  lyfe 
She  shalde  ledc  with  this  lusty  knyghte  I ' 
And  nil  this  was  compassed  on  the  nyghte 
BetwU  him  Jason,  and  this  Hrcules. 
or  these  two  here  was  a  shrewede  les. 
To  come  to  house  upon  an  innocent  '. — 
For,  to  bedote  this  qucene  was  here  assent. 

Thit  Jason  U  a»  coy  as  is  a  maydc ; 

He  luketh  pitously,  but  noghl  he  saydc. 

But  freely  yaf  he  to  hir  coimselleres    isy? 

Vlflcs  erele,  and  to  hiic  ofliccres, 

As  God  wolde  that  I  leyscr  had  and  tymc. 

By  pirocesse  al  his  wowyng  for  to  rymc  I 

Bat  in  this  house  if  any  fals  lover  be, 

Rj^ht  as  himselfe  now  doth,  ryght  so 

did  he. 
With  feynynge,  and  with  every  sotil  dede, 
Yc  gete  no  more  of  mc,  but  ye  wol  rede 
The  original  that  telleth  al  the  cis. 

Tbesommeislhis,  that  Jason  weiidid  was 
Unio  this  queene,  and  toke  of  hice  siib- 
Gtaunce  i^Ad 

What-so  him  lysle  unto  his  purveyaunu.- : 
And  upon  hii  begat  he  children  two, 
And  drough  his  saylle,  and  saugh  hir 


IS38.  almydUy,  Aidi.  Sdd.  only ;  ficAx 
Qk  aeriWa  inunlaii  id  hwh]  lbs  tins. 
ISW.   WilA  1*1  mmrs,  on  omaitim. 
IMT-  aimt.  F<  and  Ar.  Seld.  Mnt. 
15S^  H  dtir  iatur.    Tb£  nhnta  pnnU  la 

bvinf  nad  aloud,  potstbl*  at  coqri. 

t.  T%i  tri/enml,  Ovid,  Hir.  Kp.  vi'..  ( 


And  him  lepicvrlh  of  his  gretc  dl 
And  prayclh  him  on  hi    ~     ' 

Toulhe. 
And  of  his  children  two,  sbe  a 

this: 
That  they  be  lykc  of  alle  tl 
To  Jason,  save  they  couthccisl  bqfile.  9 
And   prayede   God,  at   )ui   hoc  lofi 

while. 
That  she  that  had  his  herlc  y-laftc  hii  h 
Most  fynden  him  to  hti  unucwe  a1- 
And  thatshe  moste  both  hiidiildicr 
And  alio  tho  ihal  sufEreth  hym  hi-  ■ 
And  trewe  to  Jason  was  she  ai  hfi  . 
And  ever  kept  hir  cbastc,  ai  foi  hi.  - 
Ne  never  hadde  she  joye  at  hii  hti- 
But  dyed  for  his  love  of  sorwes  so'c  ■ 
To  Colcos  comen  is  liis  dute  Ja- 
That  is  of  love  devourer  and  dngouii, 
As  mater  appetitelh  fonne  aliiey, 
And  horn  forme  into  Ibttnc  it  paraeo  oq : 
Or  as  a  welle  that  were  bcComleS, 
Ryght  so  kaa  fals  Jason  have  Do  p>. 
For  to  desiien,  thurgh  his  appetite, 
To  doon  with  gcntil  wyninKn  lii>  lii.: . 
This  is  hi*  luste,  and  bis  fcliciie. 

Jason  is  lomed  (btth  to  the  die. 
TImI  whylora  cleptd  was  JaconittK. 
That  was  the  tnaialer  toun  of  al  Oilc- 
And  bath  y-toldc  the  cause  of  his  cnmi!'-: 
Unto  Oetes,  of  that  conirce  kyaec ; 
Piayinge  him  that  he  raasic  docm  hL>  >£.i  - 
To  gele  the  deseof  golde,  if  that  hcnu- 
Of  which  the  kynge  osEuililh  to  hist>:i:]i. 
And  doth  him  honoor  ashyt  was  tad'' 
So  fcrfbrth,  that  his  di^lilre  and  hi«  '"- 
Medea,  which  that  was  so  wise  unl  >' 
That  feyier  saugh  iher  never  man  "ii! 
lie  made  hire  doon  to  Jason  mm{.i~ 
At  mete,  and  sine  by  him  in  the  hill. 
Now  was  Jason  a  semely  man  ml  ■ 
And  like  a  lorde,  and  hwl  a  grete  i^r 
Ami  of  his  loke  as  rial  as  a  lyouit, 
And  goodly  of  his  spechc,  and  faniLiI' 
And  koude  of  love  al   cinfle  au  J 
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Wi  thoute  boke,  with  everyche  observaunce. 
And  as  fortune  hir  oughte  a  foule  mes- 

chaunce. 
She  wex  enamoured  upon  this  man.    16x0 
*  Jason,'  quod  she,  *  for  oght  I  se  or  kan, 
As  of  this  thinge  the  whiche  ye  ben  aboute. 
Ye,  han  your-selfe  y-put  in  moche  doute  ; 
For  who-so  wol  this  dventure  acheve. 
He  may  nat  wele  asterten,  as  I  leve, 
Withouten  dethe,  but  I  his  helpe  be. 
But  nathelesse,  hit  is  my  wille,'  quod  she, 
•  To  furtheren  yow,  so  that  ye  shal  nat  dye, 
But  turne  sounde  home  to  youre  Tessalye.' 
*My  ryghte  lady,*  quod  thys  Jason, 

*  tfio,  1620 

That  ye  han  of  my  dethe,  or  of  my  wo, 
Any  rewarde,  and  doon  me  this  honour, 
I  wote  wel  that  my  myght,  ne  my  labour, 
May  not  deserve  hit  in  my  lyves  day ; 
God  thanke  yow,  ther  I  ne  kan  nor  may. 
Youre  man  am  I,  and  lowly  yow  beseche 
To  ben  my  helpe,  withoute  more  speche  ; 
But  certes  for  my  dethe  shal  I  not  spare.' 

Tho  gan  this  M^ea  to  him  declare 
The  peril  of  this  case,  fro  poynt  to  poynt 
Of  his  batayle,  and  in  what  disjoynt  1631 
He  mote  stonde  ;  of  whiche  no  creature. 
Save  only  she,  ne  myght  his  lyfe  assure. 
And  shortely,  to  the  poynt  ryght  for  to  go. 
They  been  accorded  ful  betwex  hem  two. 
That  Jason  shal  hir  wedde,  astrewe  knyght. 
And  terme  y-sette  to  come  soone  at  nyght 
Unto  hir  chambre,  and  make  there  his 

othe 
Upon  the  goddys,  that  he  for  leve  ne  lothe 
Ne  shulde  hire  never  falsen,  nyght  ne  day, 
To  ben  hir  husbonde  while  he  lyve  may. 
As  she  that  from  his  dethe  hym  saved  there. 
And  here-upon  at  nyght  they  mete  yfere, 
And  doth  his  othe,  and  goth  with  hir  to 

bedde,  1644 

And   on  the   morwe  upwarde   he   him 

spedde, 
For  she  hath  taught  him  how  he  shal  not 

faile 
The  flese  to  wynne,  and  stynten  his  batayle; 
And  saved  him  his  l3rfe  and  his  honour, 


1608.  with^  Gg  €imd. 
1640.  Add.2  begins  here. 
1643.  Omitted  in  F^. 


And  gat  a  name  ryght  as  a  conquerour, 
Ryght  thurgh  the   sleyghte   of  hir   en- 

chauntement.  1650 

Now  hath  Jason  the  fleese,  and  home 

is  went 
With    M^ea,   and   tresoures   ful   grete 

woon; 
But  unwiste  of  hir  fader  she  is  goon 
To  Tessalye,  with  duke  Jason  hir  leefe. 
That    afterwarde    hath    broght    hir    to 

m)rschefe. 
For  as  a  trajrtour  he  is  from  hire  go. 
And  with  hir  lefie  yonge  children  two. 
And  falsly  hath  betrayed  hir,  alias  ! 
And  ever  in  love  a  chefe  traytour  he  was ; 
And  wedded  yet  the  thridde  wife  anon. 
That  was  the  doghtre  of  the  kynge  Creon. 
This   is    the    mede    of   lovynge    and 

guerdoun,  i66a 

That  M6dea  receyved  of  Jasoun 
Ryght  for  hir  trouthe,  and  for  hir  kynde- 

nesse. 
That  loved  hym  beter  thane  hir-selfe,  I 

gesse ; 
And  left  hir  fadir  and  hire  heritage. 
And  of  Jason  this  is  the  vassalage. 
That  in  his  dayes  nas  never  noon  y-founde 
So  fals  a  lover  goynge  on  the  grounde. 
And  therfore  in  her  letter  thus  she  sayde, 
First  of  his  falsnesse  whan  she  hym  up- 

brayde.  167 1 

*  Why  lykede  me  thy  yelow  heere  to  see, 
More  than  the  boundes  of  myn  honeste  ? 
Why  lykede  me  thy  youthe  and  thy  &ire- 

nesse. 
And  of  thy  tonge  the  infinite  gracious- 

nesse? 
O,  haddest  thou  in  thy  conquest  ded  y-be, 
Ful  mykel  untrouthe  had  ther  dyed  with 

the!' 
Wel  kan  Ovyde  hir  letter  in  verse  endyte. 
Which  were  as  now  to  longe  for  me  to 

write. 

Explicit  Legenda  YsiphiU  et  Medee, 
Martirum 


1659.  a  cktfe  traytour^  Gg  a  tktf  and  tray- 
tour;  Trin.  a  thyef  traytour;  Add.}  traytifur 
and  thfffe. 

1670.  in  her  Utter ^  Ovid,  Her.  Ep.  xiu  vo.  w. 
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/fui*it  Li^enda  Lucnci^^  Ronii^  Marti r is 

Now  mote  1 53)716  the  cxilj-nge  of  k}-nges 
Of  Rome,  f  »r  here  horrible  dojiiges  ;    i63i 
Of  the  !as:c  k)'nge  Tarquinius 
As  sajth  0\yde,  and  Titus  Lj-vins. 
But  fur  that  aiuse  telle  I  nat  this  story. 
But  for  to  preA-se,  and  drawen  to  memory 
Theverray  wife,  theverraytrewcLucresse, 
That  for  hir  wifehode,  and  hir  stedCist- 

nesse, 
Nat  only  that  these  payens  hir  comende. 
But  he  that  y-cleped  is  in  oure  legende  1689 
Thegrete  Austyne  hath  grete  compossyoun 
Of  this  Lucresse  that  starf  at  Rome  toun. 
And  in  what  wise  I  wol  but  shortly  trete. 
And  of  this  thjiige  I  touche  but  the  grete. 

Whan  Ardea  bested  was  aboute 
With  Romaynes,  that  fill  steme  were  and 

stoute, 
Ful  longc  lay  the  sege,  and  lytel  wToghte, 
So  that   they  were   halfc  ydel,  as  hem 

tho^hte. 
And  in  hi-;  pity  Tarquinius  the  yonge 
( Ian  fur  i«j  jaj^e,  for  he  was  lyghle  of  tonge, 
And  Siiyde  that  hyt  was  an  ydel  lyfe,    i7» 
No  man  dide  ther  no  more  than  his  wife. 
*  And  lat  us  spcke  of  wives  that  is  l^est ; 
Preise  ever}-  man  his  owne,  as  him  lest, 
And  with  oure  speche  let  us  ease  oure  hcrte. ' 
A  knyght,    that   highte   Colatyne,  up 

sterte, 
And  saydc  thus  :  *  Nay,  for  hit  is  no  nede 
To  trowen  on  the  worde,  but  on  the  de<le. 
I  have  a  wife,'  qu(xl  he,  *  that  as  I  trowe 
Is  holden  goo<l  of  al  that  ever  hir  knowe. 
()o  we  trj  Rome,  to  nyght,  and  we  shul  se/ 
Tarquinius  answcrde,  *That  lyketh  me.' 
To   Rome    be    they  come,   and    faste 

hem  (lij;hte  1712 

To  Colatynes  house,  anddoun  they  lyghle, 
Tarquinius,  and  eke  this  Colat}Tie. 
The    h«)usly)nde    knewc    the    cstres    wel 

and  fync, 
And  ful  prevely  into  the  house  they  goon, 

\CZi.  Chyile.  Oviil.  Fasti  \\.  63$,  72i-85a. 

if^'^.\.   I.y,'iux,  Liviiis,  i.  57-5R. 

If '84.   telle,  Oic  tu  tell,'. 

i636.  trnvr,  C^g   only  ;  rest  om. 

i7iii.  «.M2),  <J«  only  ;  rest  om. 

1716. /w/, 'rrin.^om. 


I  For  at  the  gate  porter  was  there  dood  : 
j  And  at  the  chambre  dore  ihcy  alnde. 
I  This  noble  wyfe  sat  by  hir  beddys  snk 
Disshevele,  for  no  malioe  she  ne  thogke. 
And   softe   woUe    saith    our   bolce  tb: 

she  ^Toghte,  rrn 

To  kepen  hir  fro  slouthe  and  jdflnesK; 
And  bad  hirservauntesdoonhir  besynesK: 
And  axeth  hem,  *  What  tydynges  hereo  ye? 
How   sajne    men    of    the    sege?    bo« 

shal  it  be? 
God  wolde  the  wallcs  weren  fidle  adosn! 
Myn  honsbonde  isto  longeoat  of  this  toon. 
For  which  the  drede  doth  me  so  tosmene: 
Ryght  as  a  swerde  hj-t  styngeth  to  idtd 

herte,  1731 

Whan  I  thenke  onthes^e,  orof  thatphc^ 
God  save  my  lorde,  I  pcay  him  for  hisgiaoe  T 
And  therwithal  ful  tendirly  she  wepe. 
And  of  hir  werke  she  toke  no  more  kepe. 
But  mekely  she  let  hire  eyen  &Ue, 
And  thilke  semblant  sat  hir  wel  withalle. 
And  eke  the  teeres  fill  of  honeste 
Embelysshed  hire  wifely  chastitee. 
Hire  countenance  is  to  her  herte  digne. 
For  the)'  acordedcn  in  dedc  and  signe. 
And   with    that    worde     hir    husbonHc 

Colat}Tie,  i:#: 

Orsheofhim  was  ware,  comestertyngpne. 
And    sayede,    *  Drede    the    noght,   fof 

I  am  here  !  * 
And  she  anon  up  roos,  with  bl}-sful  chat, 
And  k}'ssed  h)Tn,  as  of  H-y\-es  is  the  wont 
Tarquinius,  this  prowde  kyngcs  sone. 
Concey ved  hath  hir  beaute  and  hir  chere. 
Hircyelow  heer,  hirshap,  and  hire  maneic, 
Hir   hcwe,    hir   wordes    that    she  hath 

complejTied, 
And  by  no  craft  hi  re  beaute  was  not  fcyned: 
And  kaughte  to  this  lady  suche  desire. 
That  in  his  herte  brent  as  any  fire      1711 
So  wodely  that  his  witte  was  forgeten, 
For  wel  thoghtehcshe  shuldenat  be  geten. 
And  ay  the  more  that  he  was  in  dispaiie, 

1721.  on rhoke.  Thy ime(yfT<m^\y\Lk'i:  G^om. 
Perhaps  Chaucer  M^Tote  Ovydt  (cp.  Fatti  it.  741- 

74a). 

1730.  the  $egc,  Trin."»;  F^  tktse,  this;  Ci 
corTUj)t. 

1736.  h^mestfy  F2  htyytei  Tan.  and  Th.  A/rr 
Hfsse.    Ovid  has  '  Ucrime  cecidere  tKidicac.' 

'753'  <»g  f'or  he  Tvoie  wet  the  woide. 
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Themorehecovetyth,and  thoght  hir  faire ; 
His  blynde  lust  was  al  his  covetynge. 

On  morwe,  whan  the  brid  began  tosynge, 
Unto  the  sege  he  cometh  ful  pryvcly, 
And  by  himselfe  he  walketh  sobrely, 
The  ymage  of  hir  recordyng  alwey  newe : 

*  Thus   lay   hir   heer,    and    thus    fressh 

was  hir  hewe  ;  1761 

Thus   sate,    thus    spake,    thus    spanne, 

this  was  hir  chere  ; 
Thus  faire  she  was,   and  thys  was  hir 

manere*' 
Al  this  conceyte  his  herte  hath  new  y-take, 
And  as  the  see,  with  tcmpcste  al  to-shake, 
That  after,  whan  the  stormc  is  al  ago. 
Yet  wol  the  w^atir  quappe  a  day  or  two, 
Ryght  so,  thogh  that  hir  forme  were  absent, 
The  plesaunce  of  hir  forme  was  present. 
But  natheles,  nat  plesaunce,  but  delytc, 
Or  an  unryghtful  talent  with  dispitc, — 

*  For  mawgree  hir,  she  shal  my  Icmman 

be: 
Happe  helpeth  hardy  man  alway,'  quod 
he, 

*  What  ende  that  I  make,  hit  shal  l)e  so  ! ' 
And   gyrt   hym   with    his   swerde,    and 

gan  to  go. 
And  forth  he  rit  til  he  to  Rome  is  come. 
And  al  alone  his  way  than  hath  he  nome 
Unto  the  hous  of  Colatjme  ful  ryght. 
Doun  was  the  sonne,  and  day  hath 

lost  his  lyght,  1779 

And  inne  he  come,  unto  a  prevy  halke. 
And  in  the  nyght  ful  thefely  gan  he  stalke, 
Whan  every  wyght  was  to  his  reste  broght, 
Neno  wyghte  had  of  tresoun  suche  a  thoght. 
Whether  by  wyndow,  or  by  other  gynne. 
With  swerde  y-drawe,  shortly  he  cometh 

ynnc 
There  as  she  lay,  thys  noble  wyfe  Lucresse, 
And  as  she  woke,  hir  bed  she  felte  presse. 
*What   best   is   that,'  quod   she,    <that 

weycth  thus  ? ' 
*I  am  the  kynges  sone,  Tarquinius,' 
Quod    he,     *but    and    thow    crye,    or 

noyse  make,  1790 

Or  if  thou  any  creature  awake. 
Be  thilke  God  that  formede  man  on  lyve, 
This  swerd   thurghout   thyn  herte  shal 

I  ryye.' 


And  therwithal  unto  hir  throte  he  sterte. 
And   sette   the  swerde   al   sharpe   unto 

hir  herte. 
No   worde   she   spake,   she   hath   no 

myght  therto ; 
What  shal  she  sayne?  hir  wytte  is  al  ago  I 
Ryght  as  a  wolfe  that  fynt  a  lomb  alone. 
To    whom     shal     she     compleyne     or 

make  mone  ? 
What !   shal  she  fyghte  with  an  hardy 

knyghte  ?  1800 

Wei  wote  men  a  woman  hath  no  myghte. 
What !  shal  she  crye,  orhowshalsheasterte 
That  hath  hir  by  the  throte,  with  swerde 

at  herte  ? 
She  axeth  grace,  and  seyde  al  that  she  kan. 
*  Ne  wolt  thou  nat  ?  *   quod   tho  this 

cruelle  man, 
*  As  wisly  Jupiter  my  soule  save. 
As  I  shal  in  the  stable  slee  thy  knave. 
And  lay  him  in  thy  bed,  and  lowde  crye. 
That  I  the  fynde  in  suche  avowtrye ; 
And  thus  thou  shalt  be  ded,  and  also  lese 
Thy  name,  for  thou  shalt  non  othir  chese.' 
Thise   Romaynes    wyfes    loveden    so 

hir  name  tSia 

At  thilke  tyme,  and  dredden  so  the  shame. 
That,   what   for  fere  of  sklaundre,  and 

drede  of  dethe. 
She  lost  attones  bothe  wjrtte  and  brethe ; 
And  in  a  swowgh  she  lay,  and  woxe  so  ded. 
Men  myghten  smyten  of  hir  arme  or  hed, 
She  feleth  nothinge,  neither  foule  ne  fe3nre. 
Tarquinius,  thou  art  a  kynges  eyre,  1819 
And  sholdest,  as  by  lynage  and  by  ryght, 
Doon  as  a  lorde  and  as  a  verray  knyght ; 
Why  hastow  doon  dispite  to  chevalrye  ? 
Why  hastow  doon  thys  lady  \'ylanye  ? 
Alias,  of  the  thys  was  a  vilenous  dede  ! 
But   now   to    the   purpose ;     in    the 

story  I  rede 
Whan  he  was  goon  and  this  myschaunce 

is  fallc. 
Thys  lady  sent  aftir  hir  frendes  alle, 
Fdder,  modcr,  housbonde,  alle  y-fere, 

\^K^.  fynt  a  lomb^  F*  ^roany  of  whose  bad 
readings  are  passed  over)  here  hskst /eyntth  a 
lave  I 

1805.  thoy  Trin.  only  ;  Gg^  A/,  rest  om. 

1815.  att(mes  bothe  Gg  only  ;  rest  both  attones. 

163 1,  verray^  Gg  wortki. 
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And  al  dysshcveke  with  hii  hceie  clete, 
III  habylc  suchc  as  wymmen  iiscde  Iho 
Unlo  Ihe  buryingc  of  hir  &«)(]  js  go,  tSj 
She  sylle  in  halle  wilh  n  sorowful  syghle 
Hir  frendta  aien  what  hit  aylen  myghtc, 

^jVnd    who   was    dcde,    and    she    syite 

^^r  aye  wcpyngc. 

^^K  worde  for  shame  ne  may  she  fbithe 

■K  out  brynge, 

^^ple  upon  hem  she  duiste  nat  bcholde, 
Sat  alte  laale  of  Tarquyny  she  hem  Wide 
Thisrewful  case,  and  althys  thing  horryble. 
The  wo  lo  tdle  hyt  Were  an  Impossible 
That  she  and  ol  hii  frendes  made  attanei. 
Al  hadde  folkes  herlys  lien  of  stones,  1B41 
Ilyt  myght  have  maked  hem  upon  hir  rewe. 
Hire  herte  was  so  wyfely  and  so  trewe. 
She  snyde  that  for  hit  gylt,  ne  for  hir  blame, 
Hir  housbonde   shuldc    nat    have    the 

fouU  imme. 
That  noide  she  nat  suf&en  by  no  wey. 
And  they  answetde  alle  upon  hir  fey. 
That  they  foryaf  hy!  Iiyr,  for  hyt  wasryghl  j 

«yl  was  no  gill ;  hit  lay  not  in  hit  myght, 
id  seyden  hire  cnsamplei  many  oaa. 
Italfornoghl,  for  thus  she  seydeunoon: 
leas  be  may,' quod  she,  'of  foryifynge; 
wol  not  have  no  fotyift  fiw  nolhingc.' 
But  pryvely  she  kaughle  forth  a  knyfe, 
And  tlierwithal  she  raftc  hir-selle  hir  lyle ; 
And  as  she  felleadoun  she.kaste  hire  loke. 
And  of  hir  clothes  yet  she  hede  lokc ; 
For  in  hir  fallyoge  yet  she  hadde  eare, 
Lest  that  hir  fete  or  suche  Ihyngc  lay  bare. 
So  wel  she  lovMe  clennesse,  nnd  ckc 
trouthe  1  I  Wo 

Of  hir  had  al  Ihe  toun  of  Rome  roulhe, 
B  And  BrutuB  by  hir  chaste  bloode  hath  swore, 
^Ttut  Tarquyn  shulde  y-batiysshed  be 
Iherfore, 
id  al  his  kynne ;  and  let  Ihe  peplc  callc. 
d  openly  the  lale  he  tolde  hem  allc ; 
d  openly  let  cary  her  on  a  bete 
triurgh  nl  the  loan,  thai  men  may 
sec  and  here  it 

f  The  hiirryhic  dede  of  hir  opprcssyoun. 
"1  never  w*i  tber  kyngc  in  Rome  loui 
DlMlkidKy;  and  she  nnslioldcn  there 
■  if  day  y-hnlwed  dere. 


Asinhirelawc.      And  thus  endetblM 
The  noble  wyfe,  aa  Titul  b 
I  telle  hyi,  (or  site  wu  u 
Nc  in  hir  wille  she  chuingnle  f 
And  for  the  stable  hnt^,  s*dde  u 
That   in    these   wymmea   1 

day  lynrie ; 
Ther   ns   they   kaste    hire   heri;. 

it  dwcllclh. 
For  wel  I  wot  that  Ctistc  hhnaeW  <'  '-■'■ 
That  in  Israel,  as  wyde  as  is  tbi:  lix.', 
Nat   so  grete   fcyllic   in   ol   llui  li 

he  fonde, 
As  in  n  woman  ;  nuH  this  it  no  In. 
And  as  for  men,  lokeih  »Ud>  ^  — 
Tliey   doon   al   day, — 

so  lyste, 

The  trewcsi  is  fiil  brotU  far  to  U 
LegntJa  LmrttU,  i 
Marlirit 


Exflici, 


Indpii  Legeitda  Adrimtt  Jt  A 

Juge  infernal  Mynos,  of  C 
Now  Cometh  thy  lutlc,   I 

on  the  lynge  I 
Nat  only  for  thy  sake  wriien  i 
But  for  to  clepe  ageyn  ntito  n. 
Of  Theseus,  ihe  grclc  unircwv^ 
For  which  the  goddis  of  [he  b 
Ben   wrolhc,  and  nrecbc  han  t 

thyq 
Be  rede  for  shame  1  1 

Mynos,   thai  wa 
of  Crete, 
That   wan   on    hi 
and  grete. 
To  scok  hath  sen! 
To  Alhenes,  of  the  which  byt  faapi 
That  he  was  iilayne,  icmyn|[e  p 
Kyght  in  that  ciiee,  luu  bul  fai 

Thegtete  Mynos,  of  ihewhld. 
His  sones  dcthe  is  ciytni  foi  1a  « 
AlcBihoe  besegcih  hardc  and  lor 
But  nalhelcs,  the  wallea  be  m  S 
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Add  Nysus,  thai  was  kynge  of  Ihal  dice, 
.  cliyvalrou5,  thit  lylel  dredelh  he  ; 
My-nos  or  his  osCe  toke  he  no  cure. 

in  a  day,  bcfel  on  irenlure, 
ii  Xisus  (loghtre  scode  upon  the  wnllc, 
I  iifthosegE  Eavc  themanetalle.  1909 
ii.ippede  byt  that  at  a  skaimysshyngc, 
.  c.-iste  hir  hen  upon  Mynos  the  kyngc, 
.  It  his  beaule,  and  for  his  chevaleiye, 
bo  stitv,  thai  she  wcndc  for  lo  dye. 

Ajid.  shortly  of  this  processe  for  to  pace, 
She  made  Mynos  wynnen  ihiike  place. 
So  that  the  citee  was  a1  at  his  wille. 
To  siven  whom  hym  lyst,  01  dies  senile. 
But  wihkidly  he  quytte  her  kyndcnesse, 
And  let  hit  drenche  in  sorowe  and  dislresse, 
NcTc  that  the  goddys  had  of  hir  pile ;  igm 
But  that  lale  were  lo  longe  as  now  for  me. 
Ath^ncs  wsime  Ihis  kynge  Mynos  also, 
J\a  Alcathoe  and  other  tounes  mo ; 
JVnJ  this  iheffect,  that  Mynos  hath  so  dryven 
Ilcm  ofAth^es,  that  iheymote  hym  yiven 
Fro  yerc  to  yerc  hir  owene  children  dcre 
I  ri(  lo  be  llaync,  as  ye  shal  after  here. 
Thys  Mynos  halh  a  monstre,  a  wikked 

bestc, 
;.  Li  was  so  cruelle  that,  wilhoule  aresle, 
in    that  a  man  was   broght    in    his 
presence,  1930 

I  1,  M.4dehymete;  Ihethclpeth  no  defence. 
niiil  every  Ihridde  yere,  withouten  doute. 
They  casten  lotte,  and  as  hyt  came  aboute 
On  lyche,  on  pore,  he  most  his  sone  lake, 
And  of  his  childe  he  moste  present'make 
To  Mynos,  lo  save  him  or  lo  spille, 
( )t  lat  his  best  dcvoure  him  at  his  wille. 
A  [111  t  his  hath  Mynos  doon  right  in  dys|nte; 
lo  wreke  his  sone  was  sette  all  his  delylc. 
Anil  maken  hem  of  Alhenes  his  thralle 
Fin  yere  lo  yere.  while  that  he  lyvenshalle; 
And  home   he  sailelh  whan  this  loun  i^ 

Tlii&  wikked  custome  is  so  longe  y-ronne. 
Til  that  of  Athenes  kynge  ^cus 
M'lile  senden  bis  owne  sone  Theseus, 
SiEh  that  the  lotte  is  Allien  hym  upon, 
T•^  ht  devoured,  for  grace  is  Ihei  non. 

.  ,!!■.    Trin.S  hoteh  Ihii  li™  In'iodinir  .kJo  for 
1:1.  .\rch.  SflJ.  !«/«■ 


And  forth  is  lad  Ihys  wofiilyonge  Itnreht 
Unto  the  court  ofkynge  Mynos  full  ryght, 
And  in  a  piison  fctred  &ste  is  he,  1950 
Til  ihiikc  tymc  he  shuldc  y-frelcn  he. 

Wei  mayatow  wepe,  O  wofiil  Theseus, 
That  art  a  kyngcssone,and  dampncd  thus ! 
Me  thynkelh  Ihis,  that  thow  were  dope 

y-holde 
To  whom  that  savedc  the  fro  cares  colde  I 
And  now,  j(  any  woman  helpi  ihe, 
Wei  oughlestow  hir  1 
And  ben  hir  Irewc  lover  yere  by  yere  H 
But  BOW  lo  come  agayn  to  my  m 
The  tour,  iher  as  this  Theseus  is 
Doun  in  the  bolhome  dcrke,  and  w 

Was  joynynge  in  the  walle  to  a  foreyne,  J 
And  hyt  was  longynge  to  the  dt^hljl 

Of  kyi^  Mynos,  that  in  hire  chambres] 
Dwelten  above,  toward  the  mayslre 
or  Athenes,  in  joy  and  in  solace. 
Wot  I  not  bow,  byt  boppede  parcase, 
As  Theseus  compleyned  hym  hy  nyght*^' 
The  kynges  doghter  Adriane  tlmt  hyght" 
And  eke  hir  suster  Pbedta,  berdcn  alle 
lliscompleynl,  as  theystoden  on  thewalte. 
And  lokeden  upon  the  biyghte  mone ; 
Hem  Itste  nal  to  go  to  bedde  sone.  1973 
And  of  his  wa  they  hadde  conipassyoun  ; 
A  kynges  sone  to  be  in  swiche 
And  be  devoured,  Ihonghte  hem 


pilec 


:i3 

idere,         1 


Than  Ailrianc  spnkc  to  hir  ! 
And  scyde,  '  Phedra.  leve  sust. 
This  woful  lordes  sone  may  ye 
How  pilously  compleyneth  he  his  kynni 
And  eke  his  pore  estate  that  he  is  ynne, 
And  gillclcs  ?  now  certes  hit  is  nmthe  I 
And  if  ye  wol  nssente,  by  my  troothe, 
tie  shut  be  holpen,  how  so  that  we 
Phedra  answerde,  '  Y-wya,  me  is  1 
For  him,  as  ever  I  wax  for  any  man 

1349.  cimrl.  F«  amtrtt. 

1964.  kpift  Arch.   Seld.  only,    proukli 
cmcndMion.     Kcrt  HEiiiii  Gg  hu  Thtst 

,<jf/-.  AUmti,  prebahly  Chuuoerli  owe 
mii.  Add.  tlopl  litn. 
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An* I  to  h:^  helpe  the  beste  rede  I  kan, 
I5,  thi*.  we  (i  -  p.  :he  gayler  prively 
To  con\*-*  ari'.i  sr>eke  wi:h  us  hast  el  v, 
And  lif-^ri  this  woful  man  with  him  tn  come: 
For  if  he  mav  the  monstre  overcome,    i  >-i 
Than  wore  he  quytc  ;  iher  is  mjrDa  other 

I^t  us  wel  :as:e  him  at  hys  hcrte-rote, 
That  if  ?^y  \>c  that  he  a  wepne  have, 
Wher  that  he  <lar,  his  hie  to  ke'.>e  or  save, 
FijjhiL-n  \\ith  this  fen«le  and  him  defende. 
K'»r  in  the  prison,  ther  he  shal  descende, 
Ve  woic  wcl  that  the  i*est  is  in  a  place 
Thai  nv>  not  derke.  ar.d  haih  roume  and 

eke  space 
To  weldc  an  axe,  "r  swerde,  or  staft'e.  or 

k  ny  ffe.  sooo 

S«»  that,  nic  thenkcth,  he  shuldc  save  his 

IvHc  ; 
If  that  he  \ic  a  man,  he  shal  do  so. 

*  And  wc  -I'lal  make  him  ballcs  eke  also 
'  if  W'.x.;  and  I'iwl-,  that,  whan  he  gajx-ih 

f.l -•<.:, 

Ini«»  the  •"v-'t'ls  throte  he  shal  hem  ca<te, 
To-lckchi-h-.inger.andencombrchi^tv.cih. 
Ami  T\-^\\i  an-m  whan  that  Theseus  seeth 
The  Ifc.^te  achokCd,  he  shal  on  hym  Icjh? 
To  sleen  hym  or  they  cumcn  more  t'^-hepe. 
This  we[)on  "^hal  the  gaylcr,  or  that  lydc. 
Ful  privcIy  wi;hin  the  prisnun  hyde  :    ?.  n 
Ami  fi»r  the  house  is  cnnkled  iti  and  fro. 
And  hath  >•»  queyntc  wey<!s  fi»r  to  go, 
r*r  it  i-;  shapcn  as  the  n^a>e  is  wrcv^ht, 
Thcrto  hav.-  I  a  remedv  in  inv  thoq:ht. 
That  by  .1  cleweof  twjiie,  as  he  hath  gon, 
Tlie  si  me  \say  he  may  rcturne  anon, 
I'«»lwyni^e  aluay  iho  ihretle,  as  he  hath 

come. 
And  whan  thai  he  this  lx;ste  hathc  over- 
come. 2.->|.> 

Thanne  mavhe  lleenawavoutof  thisdrede, 
•And  eke  the  'j^ayler  may  he  wyth  him  ledo, 
An«l  him  avaunce  at  home  in  his  contree, 
Svii  that  >i)  jrrete  a  lordes  s^ine  is  he. 
Thy^  i>  my  rede,  if  that  ye  ilar  hyt  take  ; 
WliatshuMe  I  Icngersermounofhytmake?* 

ly;-.  >o  (\z\  V  whir  that  hys  h/i  fwJarke^; 
rc^l  vary. 

i-r^  I.   <  i:;  amf  hath  bothe  routn  and if^ct'. 

2- >.'■  I.  •/»-,/, ,  r » sti't/i. 

2''*.  ><t  "iiJ  Trill. 2  and  Th.  ;  rest  /v. 


ir:-.h 


Wi 


The   gayler    cometh,    and 
Theseus  ; 

Whan  these  thynges  ben  acorded  ihtN 
Adoun  sjtte  Theseus  upon  hi*  koee.  t^' 

*  The  rj'ghte  lady  of  my  Ij-fe/  qu<>3  ht. 

*  I  sorwful  man,  y-dampncd  to  the  -iir. 
Fro yow,  whiles  that  me  lasieihlyforbr^'J:. 
I  wol  not  twyrme  aftir  this  a  venture. 
But  in  youre  servise  thus  I  wt-l  e&iae: 
That  asa  wrecche  unknowe  I  wol  yow«^: 
For  evermore,  til  that  nivn  herte  «efTc. 
Forsake  I  wol  at  home  myn  herytajie. 
And,  as  I  sayde.  ben  of  youre  c\.^urtt  a  pa?. 
If  that  ye  vouchc-safe  that  in  this  piact. 
\'c  graunte  me  to  have  so  gret  a  grace. 
That  I  may  have  n<H   but  my  mete  ac^ 

drinke :  >■*• 

And  fiM"  my  sustenaunce  yet  wol  I  svpiz. 
Ryght  as  )-ow  lyste  ;   that  Mynos.  ne  :o 

wyght, 
S\-n  that  hesawe  me  never  w  ith  even  sYcr;. 
Ne  no  man  dies  shal  me  konne  e<p>e. 
So  slyly  and  so  wel  I  shal  me  g>e. 
And  me  so  wel  disfigure,  and  s.^  li»we. 
That  in  this  worlde  ther  shal  r.o  mar.  rx 

knowe. 
To  han  my  lyfe,  and  i.>  have  the  pre««na 
Of  yow,  that  doon  to  me  this  excelletct 
And  to  my  fader  shal  I  sonde  here     ^55 
This  worthy  man  that  is  now  your  gajiat 
-\nd  him  to-guerdone  that  he  shal  vel  brt 
<3on  of  the  gretest  men  of  my  contree. 
And  if  I  durste  sayne,  my  lady  Iwy^hi, 
I  am  A  k\Tiges  sone  and  eke  a  knyghi. 
As  woldc  CJixl,  if  that  h)i  myghic  l<e. 
\'e  weron  in  my  contree  alle  three. 
And  I  with  yow,  to  here  j-ow  composre. 
Than  shulde  ye  seen  if  that  I  iheM  ly?. 
*  And  if  I  profre  yow  in  lowe  nunerc 
Ti>  l»cn  youre  page  and  ser\'cn  yow  n^^ 

here,  yf- 

But  I  yow  sen*e  as  lowly  in  that  plaoe. 
I  prey  to  Mars  to  yevc  nie  suche  grace. 
That  shames  delh  on  me  ther  niotc  BUf. 
And  dethc  and  poverte  to  my  frendts  jllft 
And  that  my  spirite  Ix;  nyghie  mote  iN 
After  my  dethe,  and  walkc  to  and  fnK 

ao4S.  /if  hare  the,  so  AdcLs  :  F*  /.»  *jr>' ;  l'"*' 
y^r  tif  ha7'%\ 
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mote  of  Iraytoure  have  a  name, 
ich  my  spirite  goth  to  Jo  meshame  ! 

I  ever  eiayme  olher  degte,  J070 
ye  vouchesafe  to  yeve  hyt  me, 
ive  seyde,  of  slinmes  deth  I  deye  ! 
ercy,  lady  !  I  kan  nat  elles  seyc' 
mely  knyghl  was  Theseus  to  see, 
ingo,  but  of  twenty  yete  and  three, 
oso  hadde  y-seen  his  contenaiince, 
Ide  have  weple  for  loulhe  of  his 


lich  tl 


also 


tAdrii 


n  this  no 


defendeand  kn^htlysleenyour  fo! 
ne  hereaflir  that  I  may  yow  fynde 
and  lo  my  suslcr  here  so  kynde, 
repente  nol  to  yeve  yow  lyfe ! 
wer  hyl  better  that  1  were  your  wife. 
It  ye  ben  as  genlil  home  as  I, 


Lcealmi 


It  but  k 


iby, 


hal  I  sufTrede  yow  gillli 

!  I  lete  you  as  a  page  serve ; 

no  profre,  as  unto  youre  kynrede. 

at  is  that  man  wol  nol  do  for  diede  ? 

'  my  suster,  syn  that  hyl  is  so, 

le  mote  goon  with  me,  if  that  I  goo, 

s  suifre  deth  1 


ii  be  wedded  I 
the  final  ende  of  al  this  thynge  ; 
ere  hit  here,  upon  al  that  may  be 

:,  lady  myn,'quod  he, '  or  elles  lome 
be  with  the  Mbotawre  to  morowe  1 
ave  heie-of  myn  heite-bloode  10 

ye  wol  [  If  I  hadde  knyfe  01  spere, 
I  hit  Uten  out,  and  Iheron  swere, 
in  at  eist  I  wole  ye  wol  me  Icve. 

ymvgiitla,  W* fimr gmlifcta. 


By  Mars,  that  Ls  the  chefe  of  my  beleve, 
So  that  I  myghle  Ijrven,  and  nat  fayle 
To  morowe  for  loachevemy  batayle,  am 
I  noldi-  never  fro  this  place  flee. 
Til  that  ye  shulde  the  verray  prefe  see. 
For  now,  if  that  the  sothe  I  shal  yow  saye, 
I  have  y-lovcd  yOw  ful  nuuiy  a  daye, 
Th(^h  ye  ne  wisle  it  nat.  in  my  conttee. 
And  aldermoslc  desired  yow  to  see 
Of  any  erihely  lyvynge  creature. 
Upon  my  trouthe  I  swcre,  and  yow  assure, 
These  seven  yerc  I  have  your  servant  bee. 
Now  have  I  yow,  and  also  have  ye  mee, 
My  dere  herle,  of  Aihenes  duchesse  ! ' 
This  lady  smylelh  at  his  stedfastnesse, 
his  hcrtely  wnrdys,  and  his  chere, 


And  to  hir  si 


I  this 


Al  softely  now,  suster  myn,'  quod  vhe, 
'  Now  be  we  duchesses,  both  I  and  ye. 
And  sykercd  10  (he  regals  of  Aihenes, 
And  both  herafiir  lykly  to  be  queencs. 
And  saved  fio  his  deth  a  kynges  sone. 
As  everof  gentil  wymen  is  thewone  itji 
To  save  a  gentilman,  enforthe  hir  mj'ght. 
In  honest  cause,  and  namely  in  his  ryght. 
Me  (hinkelh  no  uryght  ought  us  here-of 

Ne  beren  us  therfore  an  evel  name.' 

And  shortly  of  this  matere  for  to  make. 
This  Theseus  of  hir  hath  leve  y^take. 
And  every  poynl  was  perform^  in  dede. 
As  ye  have  ui  this  covenant  herdeme  rede; 
Ilis  wepne,  his  clew,  his  thing  that  I 
have  sayde,  9140 

Was  by  the  gayler  in  the  house  y-laydc, 
Ther  as  this  Mynatour  hath  his  dwellyng, 
Ryght  ^IB  by  the  dorte  at  his  enlrynge  ; 
And  Theseus  is  ladde  unto  his  deth  ; 
And  forthe  unto  this  Mynataure  he  gelh. 
And  by  the  techynge  of  thys  .^driane. 
He  overcome  thys  bcsle  and  was  his  bane, 
And  oute  he  cometh  by  the  clewe  agayne 
Ful   prively,   when   he  thys  beste  hath 

And  by  thegayler gotten  hath  a  barge,  iija 
And  of  his  wives  tresure  gan  it  charge. 
And  tok  his  wif,  and  eke  hir  suster  free. 
And  eke  the  gayler,  and  wyth  hem  alte 

three 
Is  stole  away  out  of  (he  londe  by  pig,hte. 
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AndlolhecoDlreeof  Ennopyehj'mdj-ghte, 
There  as  he  had  a  frende  of  his  knowynge. 
There  fcstcn  ihey,  there  dauneen  ihey 

and  synge. 
And  in  his  nrmes  hath  thys  Adriane, 
That  of  the  beslc  halh  keptc  him  from 

his  bane.  3i>9 

And  gate  him  there  a  newc  barge  stlootl. 
And  of  his  counire-folke  a  f«l  grete  woon, 
And   likclh   hii  leve,   and   homevrardc 

sayleth  hee ; 
And  in  on  yie,  amydde  the  wilde  see. 
There  as  )her  dwetlelh  creature  noon 
Save  wilde  bestcs,  and  that  fill  many  oon, 
He  mode  his  shippc  a-londe  fur  to  sette. 
And  in  Ihat  ile  halfe  a  ilay  he  Ictte, 
And  Hiyde  thai  on  the  londe  he  moale 


His  maryners  han  don  r^ht 

leste : 

And,  for  to  Icllc  shortly  in  ihys  ens,  i.jo 
Whannc  Adtianc  hb  wyfc  mslepe  was, 
For  that  hir  suster  fiurer  was  than  she, 
He  laketh  hii  in  hishonde,  and  forth  gooth 

he 
To  shyppe,  and  as  n  traytour  stale  his  mky, 
While  that  thys  Adriane  a^lcpe  lay, 
KoA   to   his   contrce-wardc   he  sayleth 

blyi-e,— 
A    twenty    devel    way    the  wynde  him 

And  fande  his  fader  drenched  in  the  see. 
Me  lyslc  no  more  lo  spelteorhyni,/or*^  / 
These  £ilse  lovers,  poyson  be  her  bane  ! 

But  1  woi  tume  sgeyne  lo  Adryane, 
That  is  wilb  slepe  for  werynease  y-take  : 
Fut  surwfully  hlr  bene  may  awake.    1183 
Alias,  for  Ihe  myn  hertc  hath  pllec  1 
Kyghl  in  the  dawenynge  awikkelh  she. 
And  gropclh  in  the  bed,  and  fonde  ryght 

'Alias,'  quod  she,   'that  ever  I  was 

I  am  bcltByed,'  and  hir  heef  to-mile, 
Andtolhestrondilnrefbtefastesheweolc, 
And  cryede,  'Thewiis !  myn  herli  sweie  ! 
a'Sj,  Snrt/^,   '^nnpia,  uiOlher  name  for 
Xpnx'  (Skat);   Cilnuui   iuu«u    Cnopc   in 

"h-  ^'"i  Gg  •*»//'".• /Inn.* fTi(/f/«. 
iim.  kir  itir,  U(  al  Hiir  hir. 


I  bir  ihal^ 


Where  be  ye,  ihal   I  nuiy  not  >■  1 

mrtc?  «! 

Andmyghieihnswiih  bcstethen;-AM 

The  holowerochesanswcsdclanfiM 

No  man  she  sBwe,  and  yet  AfiAtif 

And  hyc  upon  a  rokke  she  weiTr 

.\nd  saw  his  barge  saylynge  in  il 

Colde  wniie  hir   h«ne,   and  r;j 

sayde  she : 

'Meker  than    ye    ^-nde    1 

Hadde  he  not  synoc  that  i 

B)-lde  !— 
She  crieii,   '  O  tumc  i^ync  i:i  ' 

and  synne. 
Thy  baige  hath  not  b]  his  meyir'  < 
Hir  kerchefe  on  a  pok  ay  stylii'- 
Ascaunce  Ihat  he  shnldc  hyl  wcl 
And  hymiemembre  thai  she  in>  i ' 
And   tume  agayne,   and  on  ih'^ 

hir  fynde. 

Bui  al  lor  noght  1  his  wcy  be  is  i-f- 
And  doun  she  felle  s-swoamcDpaaiiM 
And  up  she  ry^e.  and  kysstd  in  «I  ^^^ 
The  sleppesof  his  fete,  there  he  h«»i« 
And  10  liir  bedde  ryght  thus  she  'jri* 
Iho; 
'Tbow  bedd,'  quoth  she,  ■i'^ 

Thow  shall  answere  of  two  and  »' ' 
Where  is  thy  gretler  parte  away  ■ 
Alias,  whercshallwrcchedwygti'  '■ 
For  though  so  be  ihal  shyp  la  i.-  ■ 

l^Iome  to  my  contree  dur  I  not  (■■• 

I  kan  my-selfe  in  this  case  not  t'v 

AVhal  shulde  I  telle  more  Mr  0  « 

Hyl  is  sn  longe  hyl  were  an  he«  1 
In  hyr  Epistil  Naso  tcUeth  nlU . 
But  shortly  lo  the  enile  lei  I  sh.ill 
The  goddys  have  hii  holpen  hi  ;  ■ 
And  in  Ihe  sygne  of  Taunis  niK"  1 
The  slones  of  hir  ooTDwnc  ahyni  ■ 
I  wol  no  more  speke  of  thy*  nui" 


Add.. 


--■'-'-:   G,   iZ 


Sut  thus  this  false  lovet  kao  begj'lc 
mis  irewe  love,  ihe  devel  quytc  hym  his 


Explicit  Lcgenda  Adriatu  de  Alhciu, 


Tniipit  Ltgtmla  I'hilomciK 
Thow  yiver  of  the  formes,  ihal  hast 

"rhefeireworl(le,aniiliarehilinlhylh(^hl 
I  icnutlly  or  thow  thy  wcrke  beganne,  njo 
Why  mailest  ihow  unio  the  sklannder  of 

*  .>r- — nl  be  that  hyl  was  not  Ihy  doynge, 
Ai.  fir  that  ^neio  make  sucheathynge, — 
Why  suffrest  Ihow  Ihal  Teicus  was  bore, 
Tliat  is  in  love  so  fals  and  ia  forswore, 
Tliat  fro  thysworldeupW  llie  firs tiJhovene 
Conunipeth,  whan  thai  folkc  his  name 

Ami  as  lo  mc,  so  grisly  was  his  dedc, 
Thai  ffhan  thai  I  this  foule  story  rede, 
Myn  eycn  wexen  foulc  and  sore  also ;  ^^ 
\v\  laste  the  venym  of  so  longe  i^o, 
"n,,u  ii  inlccleth  hym  ihnt  woldclieholdc 
■-  .lory  of  Tereua,  of  which  I  tolde. 
<  'i  Trase  was  he  lorde,  and  kynne  lu 
Marie, 
i  i.e  cruelle  god  ihal  slanlu  with  blody 

Andwedded  haddehe,  with  a  blisfulehere, 
King  Pandyones  fajre  doghter  dere, 
Thm  h)^hteProygne,floiireofhircon1ice; 
■  I'lilh  Juno  lysl  not  at  the  feste  bee, 
'   ^'meneus,  that  god  of  weddyngis.  >3jD 
! !  .It  Ihe  teste  redy  ben,  y^wys, 
]   i-Furieslhre.wilhalhiremortelbronde, 
Theowleal  tiyght  about  the  balkeswonde. 
Thai  piophcleUofwoandofinyschaunce. 
This  revel,  fill  of  songe,  and  fill  of  daunce, 
[..i«lflh  a  fourlenyght  or  lylel  lasse. 
i   .1  --hortly  of  this  story  for  to  passe,^ — 
I  I  ain  weryofhym  fot  lo  telle, — 
>  '-■  ycrc  hb  wyfe  and  he  togedir  dwelle  ; 
I  1^  on  a  day  she  gan  so  sote  longc     jjSo 
1  u>cen  hiisuster,  that  she  saugh  not  tonge. 


That  fur  desire  she  nysic  what  to  seye. 
But  to  hir  husbondc  gan  she  for  lo  pieye 
For  Goddys  love,  Ihalshein 


Hiisx 


■r  for  k 


Or  elles,  but  she  mosle  to  hyr  wende, 
She  preyde  hym  that  he  wolde  altir  hir 

And  Ihys  was  day  be  day  al  hir  prayere. 
With  al  humblesse  of  wyfebodc,  worde 
and  chere.  ii«9 

This  Tereus  let  mate  his  shippes  yare, 
And  into  Grece  hymselfi:  is  foithe  y-bre. 
Unto  his  fader  in  lawe, and  gan  hympreye, 
To  vouchesafe  that  (or  a  moneth  or  Iweyc, 
That  Phitomenc,  his  wylea  suster,  mygbte 
On  Proigoe  his  wyfe  but  ones  have  asyghle ; 
'And  she  shal  come  to yow agayne anon, 
Myselfe  with  hyr,  I  wil  bolhc  come  and 

And  as  rayn  heiles  lyfe  I  wol  hir  kepe.' 
Thys  olde  Pandeon,   Ihys  kynge,  gan 


For  lendemesse  of  herte  for  lo  leve    aiSo 
His  di^lie  gon,  and  for  toyivehirlcve  ; 
Of  al  thys  worlde  he  lovede  nothinge  so ; 
Bui  at  the  laste  leve  hath  she  to  go.    ^H 
For  Philomene  with  salle  teres  eke      ^H 
Gan  of  hir  foder  grace  to  beseke,         ^^| 
To  seen  hir  sustre  Ihat  she  lovelh  so,  ^^k 
And  hym  embracelh  with  hir  armte  twd^^ 
And  thcr-wiih-allc  so  yonge  and  tire  was 
she,  iigB 

That  whan  that  Tereus  saugh  hir  beanie, 
And  of  array  ihat  ihcr  nai  noon  hir  Is'che 
(Andyet  of  beaute  wasshelwosoryche), 
He  caste  his  liery  hen  upon  hir  so. 
Thai  he  wol  have  hir,  how-so  that  hyt  g'l, 
And  with  his  wiles  kncled  and  so  preyde, 
Til  al  Ihe  lastc  Pandeon  thus  scyde : 
'Now,  sone,'  quod  he,  'ihal  arte  lo 

I  the  betake  my  yonge  doghire  here. 
That  bercth  the  key  of  bI  myn  hertes  lyfiU, 
And  giete  wel  my  dt^hter  and  (hy 
And  yevc  hir  leve  somelymc  for  lo  ] 
That  she  may  seen  me  ones  or  I  AvfV. 
And  sothely  he  hath  nuule  him  ryche  feste, 
Andtohisfolke,  themosleandekelhelesle, 
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That  with  him  come  ;  and  yaf  him  yeftes 

grete, 
Andhimconveyeththurghthemaistirstrete 
Of  Athene's,  and  to  the  sec  him  broghte, 
And   tumeth   home ;   no  malyce  he  ne 

thoghte. 
The  ores  piillcth  forthe  the  vessel  faste, 
And  into  Trace  arryveth  at  the  laste ; 
And  up  into  a  forest  he  hir  ledde,       9310 
And  to  a  cave  pryvcly  hym  spcdde, 
And  in  this  derke  cave,  yif  hir  Icsto, 
Or  leste  noght,  he  l)ad  hir  for  to  reste ; 
Of  whicli  hir  hert  agrosc,  and  seydc  thus  : 
*  Where  is  my  suster,  brother  Tcreus  ? ' 
And  therewithal  she  wepte  tendirly, 
And  qtioke  for  fere,  pale  and  pitously, 
Ryghte  as  the  lambe  that  of  the  wolfc  is 

byten, 
Or  as  the  colver  that  of  the  egle  is  smyten, 
And  is  out  of  his  clawes  forthe  cscajMxl, 
Vet  hyt  is  aferded  and  awha{x;d  2321 

IvOst  hit  be  hcnt  eft.soncs  :  so  sate  she. 
But  utterly  hyt  may  none  other  l)e, 
By  force  haih  this  iraylour  done  a  dedc, 
That  he  hath  refle  liir  of  hir  nmydenhede 
Maugrce  hir  hede,  by  strengthe  and  by 

his  myght. 
I^),  here  a  dede  of  men,  and  tliat  ar)'ght  ! 
Shecrieth  *  Suster  !'  with  ful  loud<!:  stevene, 
And    *  Fader   dere  ! '   and    *  llelixj   me, 

God  in  hevene  ! ' 
Al  helpeth  nal.  And  yet  this  false  ihefe 
I  lath  doon  ihys  lady  yet  a  more  myschefe, 
For  ferde  lest  she  sholde  his  shame  cr)'e, 
And  done  hym  ojxinly  a  vilanye,  2:^33 
And  with  his  swerde  hire  tonge  of  ker- 

veth  he, 
And  in  a  castel  made  hir  for  to  be 
Ful  i)rivcly  in  j^rison  evermore, 
And  kept  hir  to  his  usage  and  to  his  store. 
So  that  shemyghie  hym  nevermore asterte. 
Osely  Pliilomene,  wo  is  in  thj-n  herte  ! 
God  wreke  the,  and  scndc  the  thy  bone  ! 
Now  is  hyt  tyme  I  make  an  ende  sone. 

This  Tereus  is  to  his  w>'fe  y-come, 
And  in  hi^  armes  hath  his  wyfe  y-nome, 

2329.  and(,i\  om,  F*. 
•i^\!.  For/crdc  (\f^^  I'or/cn'. 
2338.  F^  om.  and  insert  the  spurious  line  Hu£C 
h<n  thy  tonvvs  ati*i  tvcntUr  smcrte  after  2339. 


And  pitously  he  wepe,  and  shokebished'. 
And    swore    hire     that     he    foode  Id 

suster  dedc  ; 
For  whiche  the  sely  Proignc  halhsucben 
That  nyghc  hire  sor wfiil  herte  brake  a-tn 
And  thus  in  teres  lat  I  Proigne  dweDe. 
And  of  hir  suster  forthe  I  wol  j-ow'  tdle. 
This  woful  lady  y-lemed  had  in  yo«tk 
So    that    she   werken    and    enfannite 

kowthc,  zf 

And  weven  in  hire  stole  the  radevoie. 
As  hyt  of  wynimen  hath  ben  y- woved  jBt 
And,  shortly  for  to  seyn,  she  hath  hir  ft 
Of  mete  and  drynke,  and  clothyiig  £ 

hire  wille, 
Andkoutheekc  rede  and  wel  ynogh  eodvu. 
But  with  a  pcnne  kouthe  she  nat  ik-riu: 
But  lettercs  kan  she  weve  to  and  ira 
So  that  by  that  the  yere  was  al  ago, 
She  hadde  woven  in  a  stames  lai|gc,  :v 
How    she    was    broght    from    Alhenff 

in  a  barge, 
And  in  a  cave  how  that  she  was  brogta, 
And  al  the  thingc  that  Tereus  hath  htq^ 
She    wave    hyt    wel,    and    wrote   tk 

story  above, 
1  low  she  was  serve«l  for  hir  suster  ton. 
And  to  a  knave  a  ryngc  she  yaf  aDcoo, 
And  prayed  h>Tii  by  signes  for  to  goon 
Unto  the  queue,  and  bercn  hir  that  ck^tbe: 
And  by  signes  swor  hym  many  an  oibt 
She  shulde  hym  ye^■e   what   she  geidi 

myghtc.  .-jp 

Thys   knave   anon    unto    the  qnccK 

hym  dyghte, 
And  toke  hit  hir,  and  al  the  mancr  tokie. 
And   whanne    that    Proignc    hath  As 

tiling  beholde. 
No   wordc   she   spake,  for    sorwe  id 

eke  for  rage. 
But  feyned  hyr  to  goon  on  pilgryma^ie 
To  Bachus  temple.    And  in  a  lytel  stoaiA 
I  lire  dombe  suster  syttyng hath  she  focnfc 
Wep)Tige  in  the  castel,  hir-self  allonc 
Alias,  the  wo,  the  comple>*nt,  and  tb« 

mone 

2352.  kiyCy  F*  om. 
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Ite  Wfltud. 

2369.  sig^nes^  Y*  stgne. 

2369'  *yw,  Ggonly;  Trin.«Jl^;  restom. 
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^ftoignc   upon    hit   doiube 

Rukclh  I  sjBc 

■nnes  cverych  of  hem  other  tftkeih  j 

id  thus  I  lat  hem  in  hei  soiwe  dwvllc 

I   .    ri'iiienaot  is  nodiaige  for  lo  lelle, 

~   is   al    and    some, — thus   viai 

■  '.t.-t  harm  nf^ltt  nc  dcaeivcde 

111-  ihys  cnielk  man,  thni  she  of  wysic. 

may  be  will  of  men,  yiflbnl  yow  lysle. 

«  si  he  thsl  he  wnl  not  fnr  his  shaine 

km  ns  Teteus.  lo  Ine  his  n«mc,      ija^ 

.  ../■.vr  yow  ns  a  mordctere  or  a  knave. 

■  I  -I  while  sbal  ye  Irewe  hym  have, — 

"iii    I   seyne,   al   were   he   nowe 

my  brother, — 

V ,  l«  ihni  he  may  have  non  othei, 
L.\fUiil  Ltgcndtt  Phihmtnc 


larifil  J^gtiuia  Phillk 
By  prevc,  as  vcl  as  by  oucioriie, 
ntvrikked  rrulecumeth  ofawikkcd  tree, 
wt  may  ye  fynite,  if  that  by)  liketh  ynw. 
Bui  for  ihys  endc  I  s|ieke  thys  as  now, 
I  telle  yiw  of  btsc  Demophon. 
love  a  lalier  hcrde  I  never  oon, 
I  if  hit  were  hys  bdei  Tliescus :    9t>u 
(1,  im  hit  grara,  fro  luche  oon  kc|v  va  \ 
OS  ihesf  wynien  ]miyen  ihal  hit  here  ; 
w  lo  iheffecl  lumc  I  of  my  malcFL-. 
Dbtroyed  is  of  Troyc  ihe  citee  ; 
it  Dcmophon  come  saylyng  in  the  see 
warfe  Ath<n«  to  hb  paleys  large. 
Ill  hym  come  many  a  shippc  and 

many  a  bar^ 
I  of  IoIIef,  of  whiche  fill  many  on 
rourideil  sure,  ami  seke,  and  wo  begon, 
d  ihcy  han  at  a  sege  longc  y-layne. 
Iiynde  him  come  a  wynde  and   eke 

It  thofe  so  sore  his  siylle  ne  m^htv 

mwereleverlhanal  Iheworldea-londe, 
huntcth  hym  the  Icmpcsl  lo  and  Uo  \ 
dcrke  hyl  was,  he  kouthi  no-wher  e". 

»3B8.  *.*/,  Cg  only, 
won.  ,/  F>  oin. 


That  earpcnicic  ne  koiide  hit  nnt  Braende, 

The  see  by  nyebl  as  any  Coiche  brende 

For  wodc,  and  posselh  hym  now  up  now 

Til  Neptune  hnth  of  hym  compnaiyoiiii, 
AndThelis,  Chunis.  Triton,  and  they  alle. 
And  Diaden  liim  upon  a  londe  lo  falle, 
Wherof  thai  Phitlis  lady  was  and  ijnenc, 
Lycu^us  doghttc,  fayrcr  on  to  sene 
Than  is  Ihe  floure  ageyn  Ihe  biyghtcsoiine. 
Unneth     is     Demophoon    to     londc 

H'aykeandehewery.andliisfolke  forpyned 
Of  werynewe,  and  also  cnfamyned,  i4fj 
And  tothedcthe  he  wosalmostcy-dreven. 
HiswiBefolketocounscylehonhymyevcn, 
To  srken  heipe  and  iiocour  of  the  ijuene, 
And  loken  whm  his  grace  myghtf  bene, 
And  maken  in  that  londe  some  clicvii- 

To  kepen  hym  fio  wo  and  fro  myschaunce. 
For  Eekc  he  was.  and  almustcatthedeihe; 
Unnelhe  mnihl  he  ipeke,  or  drawetnclhe  j 
And  lyi-th  in  Khodopcyu  h)-in  (or  lo  icsle. 
Whan  he  may  walke,  hym  tht^t  hit 
was  the  beste 
Unto  the  court  to  sekcn  for  socoure.  044a 
Men  knewe  hym  wellc  and  diden  hym 

l''or  at  Ath^es  duke  and  lorde  was  he, 
As  Theseus  his  bder  haih  y-be, 
That  in  hi*  tyme  was  of  grele  lenoun, 
No  man  so  greic  in  al  his  regioun  ■ 
And  lyke  his  liulei  of  lace  and  of  stature, 
fVnd  &tsof  love;  hyl  ome  hym  of  nature, 
Al  doth  the  lox  Rcnaide,  the  foxes  sonc : 
Of  kynde  he  koudc  his  oldc  fadtes  wone 

=,«.  C>i-ia.      So  Thynnt  (ih.  MSS.  lad 
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Wiihouie  lore,  as  kana  drake  sw>inme  2450 
Whan  hi:  is  kaught  and  caried  to  the 

brvmnie. 
Thy>  honourable  quenv  doth  him  chere, 
Hir  lyktrih  wel  his  pi^rte  and  his  manere. 
But  for  I  am  agroteyd  here  befumc, 
To  write  of  hem  that  ben  in  love  forswome 
And  eke  to  haste  me  in  my  Legende, 
Which  to  performe,  God  me  grace  sende  ; 
Therforc  I  }>asse  shortly  in  thys  ^ysc. 

Ve  have  wel  herde  of  Theseus  devise, 
In  the  betraysynj^  of  faire  Adriane,     2460 
That  of  hir  pi  tee  kc-ptc  hym  fro  his  bone. 
At  shortc  wordcs,  r}-ght  s«)  Demophon, 
The  same  way,  the  same  path  hath  gon, 
That  did  his  false  fader  Theseus. 
For  unto  Phillis  hath  he  sworen  thus, 
To  weddcn  hir,  and  hir  his  troutheplyghte. 
And  pikctl  of  h}T  al  the  good  he  myghte, 
Wlian  he  was  hole  and  sounde,  and  had 

his  resle, 
And  doih  \%iih  Phillis  what-so  that  him 

k'Sie, 
A-.  wel  koiiihc  I,  gif  thai  mc  leste  so,     3470 
Tellen  al  liis  duynges,  ti»  an<l  fn<. 

He  Myde  unio  his  contree  moste  he 

.^ayle, 
For  ther  he  wolde  hire  weddyngapparaylle 
As  fillc  10  hir  honour  and  his  also, 
An<l  ojxnly  he  tf>k  his  levc  tho, 
And  to  hir  swore  he  wolde  not  sojoume. 
But  in  a  inonelh  agej-n  he  wolde  retoume. 
And  in  that  londe  let  make  hisord}-naunce, 
As  vcrray  lorde,  and  toke  the  olx^isaunce 
Wel  an<l  h«  »niely,  and  let  his  shi]>j)isdyghte. 
And  home  he  gooth   the  ncxte  wey  he 

myghte.  2481 

For  unl'>  I'hillis  yet  ne  come  he  noght, 
And  tha  t  hat  h  she  so  hardeand  sorey-boght, 
Alias,  ihal  as  the  storyes  us  recorde, 
She  w  as  hir  owne  dethe  ryght  with  a  corde, 
Whanne  that  she  segh  that   Demophon 

her  Irayede. 
But  to  hym  tirsle  she  wrote,  and  fasle  hym 

]  irayede 
I  le  wujde  come  and  hir  dely\'er  of  jxiyne, 

24 5 >  tic'lsty  \'^  the  nyse ;  Thynne /Af  gyse. 
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As  I  reherse  shal  00  worde  or  tv-n-u. 
Me  l}'ste  nat  vouch-safe  on  him  to  vtrsim. 
N'e  spend  on  hym  a  penne  ful  of  yoke,  iic 
For  fals  in  love  was  he,  ryght  as  hissjR: 
The  devel  set  hire  soules  both  a-fire  \ 
But  of  the  letter  of  Phillis  wol  I  wt):c 
A  worde  or  t  weyne,  althogh  hit  be  bot  ip 
<Th}-n  hostessc,*  quod  she,  '0 'Ja 

Demophon, 
Thy  Phillis,  which  that  is  so  wo  begK, 
Of  Rhodope}*,  upon  yow  mot  complejit  | 
Over  the  terme  sette  betwix  as  tirejw.  \ 
That  ye  ne  holden  forwarde,  as  ye  seji  1 
Vour  anker,  which  ye  in  oure  haven  kyit  1 
Hyght  us  that  ye  wolde  comenoQt  ofdoa, 
Or  that  the  mone  went  ones  abonie ; 
But  t>nnes  foure  the  mone  hath  hid  hiriKC 
S>-n  thy  Ike  day  ye  wcnte  fro  this  pha; 
And  foure  tymes  I>-ghie  the  worlde^ep- 
But  for  al  that,  yet  I  shal  soothly  seji. 
Vet  hath  the  streme  of  Sithon  lut  i-hro^ 
From  Athenes  the  shippe ;   yet  oiarfi 

hit  noght. 
.\nd  if  that  ye  the  terme  rekne  wolde,  .-s" 
As  I  or  other  trewe  loverc  sholde, 
I  pleyne  nat,  God  w ot  I  befome  my  lUy" 
But  al  hir  letter  wrilen  I  ne  may 
By  ordre,  for  hit  were  to  me  a  charge: 
Hir  letter  wasr>-ghtlonge,  and  thcrtolaip. 
But  here  and  there  in  ryme  I  have  h\t  layi. 
There  as  me  thoghte  that  she  hath  »«i 

sayde. 
She  seyde,   •  Thy  sayllcs   comeih  it: 

ageyn, 
Ne  to  the  worde  there  n)-s  no  fey  cefie)^ ; 
But  I  wote  why  ye  come  nat,' quod  i; 
*  For  I  was  of  my  love  to  >x>w  so  frc.  as-' 
And  of  the  goddys  that  ye  han  forswcc 
If  hire  vengeauncc  fal  on  yow  therf'TC. 
Ve  be  nat  suffisaunt  to  here  the  peync- 
To  muchc  trusted  I,  wel  may  I  ple)T.e. 
Upon  youre  Ijnage  and  youre  Ciire  loi^ 
And  on  youre  teres  falsely  out-wron^- 
How  kouthc  ye  wepe  so  be  crafte  ? '  cu'si 

she ; 

2491.  AV  J/V*r</,  F*  Disf^enJetu 
7496.  thou^  Trin.  and  Arch.  Seld.  only. 
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iy  there  suche  Ceres  i-feynede  be  7 
rccrtesgif  ye  wolde  have  in  memoiye, 
oughte  be  Id  yow  but  lytel  glorie,  iiyi 
have  a  sely  mayde  thus  betrayed  ! 
God,'  quod  she,  'prey  I,  and  ofte 

have  prayed, 
,t  hyt  be  nowe  the  grelest  prLseof  alle, 
I   mostc   honour   that  ever  yow  shal 

befalle. 
1  when  thynoldeauncclres  peyntedbe, 
»hich  men  may  her  worthyncssc  se, 
n  pray  I  God,  thow  peynted  be  also, 
,t  fotke  roayreden,  for-by  as  they  go,^ 
'  Lo,  this  is  be,  that  with  his  %terye 
rayed  hath,  and  doon  hit  vilanye,  1541 
it  was  his  trewe  love  in  thoghle  and 

dede." 
lut  sothely  of  00  poynt  yet  may  Ihey 

rede, 
It  ye  ben  lyke  youte  fader,  as  in  this  ; 
he  begiled  Adriane,  y-wis, 
ii  sucbe  an  arte,  and  suche  sotellee, 
thou  ihy.selven  bast  b^led  me. 
in  that  poynt,  allhogh  hit  be  lut  feirc, 
HI  folwest  hym  certeyn,  and  art  his 

syn  thus  synfuUy  ye  me  begile,  •;;<> 
body  mole  ye  seen,  within  a  while, 
;hl  in  the  havene  of  Alhenes  fletynge, 
iloalen  sepulture  and  buryinge, 
High  ye  ben  haider  then  is  any  stone.' 
Uid  whan  (his  letter  was  Ibithe  sent 

1  knew  how  biotel  and  how  fals  hewas, 
for  dispefte  fordide  hit-self,  alias  1 
be  torowehalh  she,  for  she  beset  hire  sot 
war,  ye  wyromen,  of  youre  solile  fo  [ 
IS  yel  this  day  men  may  ensample  se, 
1,  as  in  love,  Irusteth  no  man  but  mc. 
Explitil  Uemda  PhilHt 


Iniipit  Legtnda  Yptrmystrt 

n  Gtece  whilom  weren  brethren  two 
•hich  that  oon  was  called  Danao,  3;63 
It  many  a  sone  hath  ofhis  body  wonne, 
niche  false  lovers  ofte  konne. 
imong  his  sones  alle  there  was  oon, 
X  aldetmosle  he  loved  of  everychon. 
3  S  6: 


And  whan  thiachilde  was  borne,  this  Danao 

Shope  hym  a  name,  and  called  hym  Lyno. 

That  other  brother  called  was  Egisle, 

That  was  in  love  as  his  as  ever  hym  lysie. 

And  many  a  doghtre  gat  he  in  his  lyfe  ; 
Of  which  he  gat  upon  his  ryghte  wife  ijjj 
A  doughter  dere,  and  did  hir  for  to  calle 
Vpermystra,  yongest  of  hem  alle. 
The  whichc  childe,  of  hir  lutyvite. 
To  alle  goode  thewes  borne  was  she. 
As  lykede  to  the  goddes,  or  she  was  borne, 
That  of  the  shefe  she  shulde  be  the  come. 
The  Wirdes,  that  we  clepen  Destanye, 
Hath  shapen  hir,  that  she  moste  nedes  be 
Pitouse,  sadde,  wise,  and  trewe  as  stele. 
And  <o  this  woman  hyt  acordelh  welc ; 
For  though  that  Venusyaf  hir  gretebeaute. 
With  Jupiter  compouaed  so  was  she, 
That  conscience,  Irouthe,  and  drede  of 

Aiul  of  hir  wyfehode  for  to  kepe  hir  name, 
This  tht^hle  hire  was  felidle  as  here. 
And  rede  Mars  was  that  tyme  of  the  yere 
So  feble,  that  his  malice  U  him  rafte ;  11993 
Repressed  hath  Vends  his  cruelle  crafle  ; 
And  with  Venus,  and  other  oppressyoun 
Of  houses,  Mars  his  venym  is  adoun, 
That  Vpermystra  dare  not  handel  a  knyfe 
In  malyce,  thogh  she  shulde  lese  hir  lyfe. 

But  natheles,  as  heven  gan  Iho  tume. 
To  badde  aspectes  bath  she  of  SaCume, 
Thai  made  hii  for  to  dyen  in  prisoun. 
As  I  shal  aJler  make  mendoun. 

To  Danao  and  Egistes  also,  i6od 

Al  Ihr^h  so  be  that  they  were  brethren 

For  thilke  tyme  nas  spared  no  lynage, 
Hyt  lyketh  hem  to  maken  manage 
Betwiie  Ypermestre  and  hym  Lyno, 
And  caslen  suche  a  day  hyt  shal  be  so. 
And  ful  acorded  was  hit  wiltirly. 

The  array  is  wroght,  the  tyme  is  faste  by. 
And  thus  Lyno  hath  of  bis  ladres  btotl^ 
The  d^^hler  wedded,  and  eche  of  hem 
hath  other. 
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The   torches    brenncn,   and  the  lamp^ 

br)'ghte,  a6io 

The  sacrifices  ben  ful  redy  dyght, 
Thencence  out  of  the  fire  rekcth  sote, 
The  flour,  the  lefe,  Is  rent  up  by  the  rote, 
To  maken  garlandes  and  corounes  hye ; 
Ful  is  the  place  of  sounde  of  mynstralcye, 
Of  songes  amorouse  of  mariage, 
As  thilice  tyme  was  the  pleyne  usage. 
And  this  was  in  the  paleys  of  Egiste, 
That  in  his  house  was  lorde,  ryght  as  hym 

lystc. 
And  thus  that  day  they  driven  to  an  ende ; 
The  frendcs  taken  leve,  and  home  they 

wendc ;  3631 

The  nyght  is  comen,  the  bride  shal  go  to 

bedde. 
Egiste  to  his  chambre  fast  hym  spedde. 
And  prively  he  let  his  doghter  calle, 
Whanne  that  the  hous  was  voyded  of  hem 

alle. 
He  loked  on  his  doghter  with  glad  chere, 
And  to  hir  spak  as  ye  shal  after  here. 
*  My  rj'ghtc  doghter,  tresour  of  myn 

herte, 
Syn  firste  that  day  that  shapen  was  my 

sherte,  2629 

Or  by  the  fatale  sustren  hadde  my  dome, 
So  ny  myn  herte  never  thinge  me  come 
As  thou,  myn  Ypermystra,  doughter  derc ! 
Take  hede  what  thy  fader  seytli  the  here, 
And  wrke  after  thy  wiser  ever  mo. 
For  alderfirste,  doghter,  I  love  the  so 
That  al  the  worlde  to  me  nys  half  so  lefe, 
Ne  I  nolde  rede  the  to  thy  myschefe. 
For  al  the  good  under  the  colde  moone ; 
And  what   I  meene,  hyt  shal  be  seyde 

r)'ght  soone,  2639 

With  i^rolestacioun,  as  seyn  these  ^^yse. 
That,  but  thou  do  as  I  shal  the  devyse. 
Thou  shalt  be  dcd, — by  hym  that  al  hath 

wrought ! 
At  short  e  wordes  thou  nc  sea  pest  nought 
Out  of  my  paleys  or  that  thou  be  dede, 
But  thou  consente  and  wcrke  aftir  my  rede ; 
Take  this  to  the  for  ful  conclusioun.' 

26^2.  tuytty  (»g  only  ;  Trin.2  h.ive  tny  before 
dou/^htcr. 

2633.  "'^'^/j  Oj»  tvhat  I. 

2637.  /  noldt^  F*  noUt  I  Trin.  xt*o1ii ;  Add.o 
wolde  /. 


This  Vperm>'stra  caste  hir  eyen  dau. 
And  quoke  as  doth  the  lefe  of  a^  grax: 
Ded  wexhirhewe,  and  lykeanashetosese; 
Andsejrde,  *  Lorde  and  ^er,alyoaTe«i3E. 
After  my  myght,  God  wote  I  shal  fnHik 
So  hit  to  me  be  no  confiisiouD.'  ^ 
*  I  ny  1 ,  *  quod  he,  •  have  noon  exoepckn: 
And  out  he  kaughte  a  kny fe  as  nsoar  kot 
*Hyde  this,' quod  he,  'that  hyt  bei« 

i-sene. 

And  whan  thyn  housbonde  is  to  beddf^ 
While  that  he  slepeth  kut  his  throteatv: 
For  in  my  dremes  hyt  is  warned  me, 
How  that  my  nevew  shal  my  banc  be, 
But  which  I  not ;  wherfore  I  \f<A  beitia 
Gif  thou  say  nay,  we  two  shal  have  a  bjia 
As  I  have  seyde,  by  him  that  Ihaveswonx!' 
This  Ypermystre  hath  nygh  hire  i)* 

forlorne,  a«} 

And,  for  to  passen  harmlesse  of  that  piWf 
She  graunted  hym  ;  ther  was  noon  otba 

grace. 
And  therwithal  a  costrel  takcth  he 
And  seyde,  *  Hereof  a  draught,  or  two,* 

thre, 
Yif  hym  to  drynke,  whan  he  gooth  to  re* 
And  he  shal  slepe  as  longe  as  everthe lestf : 
The  narcotikes  and  opies  ben  so  stronge. 
And  go  thy  way,  lest  that  hym  thjuke t- 

longe.*  rri 

Outc  Cometh  the  bride,  and  with  ticl 

sobre  chere, 
As  is  of  maidcnes  ofte  the  manere. 
To  chambre  is  broghl  with  revel  andwi 

songe. 
And  shortly,  lestc  this  tale  be  to  longd 
This  Lyno  and  she  beth  i-broght  tob^d^ 
And  every  wight  out   at   the  done  hj*  1 

spedde.  I 

The  nyght  is  wasted  and  he  felle  adept'  \ 
Ful  tenderly  begynneth  she  to  wepe ; 
Sheristehirup,  and  dredcftilly  shequaketK 
As    doth   the   braunchc    that   Zephens 

shaketh,  ifJsx 

3649.  an,  Y^  as. 

2666.  hf^  V^  add  tho^  omitting;  »*■  tkre  in  rot 
line. 

2676.  Trin.  mendji  this  line  by  reading  hftk  t^ 
for  M/t,  but  Trin.  and  Arch.  Seld.  hmve  />«•*' 
for  Lino,  and  this  metre  >  saving  aJip  may  ^ 
Chaucer's  own. 


(>2e> 


TO  ROSEMOVNDE — THE  FORMER  AGE  {MTAS  PRIMa) 


And  hussht  were  alle  in  Argone  thai  ciiee. 
As  colde  A&  eny  froste  now  wexelh  she. 
For  pite  by  the  herle  hir  slreyneth  so, 
And  diede  of  deihe  doth  hir  so  moche  wo. 
rh>t  thries  doun  she  lit  in  swich  a  were, 
iheiysthirupandstakereth  here  and  there, 
And  on  hir  h&ndes  taste  lokelh  she. 
'  Alias,  and  shal  myn  handes  hlody  be  ? 
[  am  a  mayde,  and  as  by  my  nature,  1690 
And  by  my  semblant,  and  by  my  vesture, 
Myn  handes  ben  na(  shapen  for  a  knyfe. 
As  for  to  reve  no  man  fro  his  lyfe  ! 
What  devel  have  I  with  the  knyfe  to  do  ? 
And  shal  I  have  my  throle  korve  a-two  ? 
rhin^ial  Iblede,a1las,andmebe-shende  ! 
And  Dcdes-cosle  thys  thing  mol  have  an 

3t  be  01  I  mot  nedes  lese  oure  lyfe. 
Now  certcs,' quod  she,  'synlam  his  wyfe. 
And  hathe  my  feyibe,  yei  is  hyt  bet  for  me 
For  to  be  ded  in  wyfely  honeste.  ijoi 
riian  be  a  traytour  lyvyng  in  my  shame. 
Be  as  be  may,  for  emesle  or  for  game, 
tie  shal  awake  and  ryse  and  go  his  way 
Dut  at  this  goter,  or  thai  hyi  be  day. ' 


And  wepte  fut  lendirly  upon  his  face. 
And  in  hir  armes  gan  hym  10  embrace. 
And  hym  she  roggelh  and  awakelh  soRe, 
And  at  the  wyndow  tepe  he  fro  the  lofte. 
Whan  she  halh  warned  hym  and  doon 
hym  bote.  1710 

This  Lyno  swyftc  was  and  lyght  of  fote. 
And  from  his  wif  he  ronne  a  ful  goode  pas. 
This  sely  womman  ys  sn  wayke,  alias  ! 
And  hclples,  so  that  er  that  she  fer  wenlc 
Her  crewel  fadet  did  her  for  lo  henle, 
Alias  1  Lyno,  why  arl  thou  so  unkynde? 


■membred  ii 


Why  ne  haddist 

And  taken  hir  and  ledde  hir  fnrlhc  with 

the? 
Forwhen  she  sawe  that  goon  away  was  he. 
And  that  she  mighte  not  so  lasle  go.  vita 
Ne  foloiven  hym  she  sat  hir  doun  r^ht  iho. 
Til  she  ¥fas  caught  and  fetered  in  prysonn. 
This  tale  is  seyde  for  ihis  conclusioun. 


I  im(hi.  F<  hir. 


ihe"!/'! 


LATER   MINOR   POEMS 


TO  ROSEMOUNDE 
A  Baladb 
Madame,  ye  ben  ofal  bcaul^  [the]  shiyne 
^s  fcr  as  cercled  is  the  mappemoundc, 
Pot  as  the  crista!  glorious  ye  shyne 
\nd  lyke  ruby  ben  your  chekes  counde. 
rhcTwithye  ben  so  mery  and  so  jocounde 
rhatal  a  revel  whan  that  I  see  you  daunce, 
[I  is  an  oynement  unto  my  wounde, 
rbough  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daliaunce. 
For  though  I  wepe  of  teres  ful  a  tyne,    9 
Ifet  may  that  wo  myn  herle  nat  confounde ; 
tToUi  seemly  voys  thatye  so  smal  out'twyne 
Uaketh   my   thoght    in    joye   and    blis 

habounde. 
3o  cuReisly  I  go,  with  love  bouiule, 
Fhat  tc  myself  I  sey,  in  my  peruiunce. 


Nas  never  pyk  walwed  in  galaunlyne 
As  I  in  love  am  walwed  and  y-wounde. 
For  which  ful  ofte  I  of  my-self  dyvyne 
Thai  I  am  trewe  Tristam  the  secounde,  » 
My  love  may  not  refireyd  be  nor  afounde  ; 
I  brenne  ay  in  an  amorous  [ilesaunce. 
Do  what  you  lyst,  1  wyl  your  Ihral  be 

Though  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daliaunce. 
Thecentiu  Chaucbh. 


THE  FORMER  AGE 
(/ETAS  PRIMA) 

BLtsFUL  lyf.  a  paisible  and  a  swet 
en  ihc  |>c|ilts  in  the  fotmei  »Jjfi 


THE  FORMER  AGE  {MTAS  PRIMA) FORTU\B 


They  hekte  hem  pftied  of  fiuilM  ihnt  thcry 


Unknowcn  was  theqaeinanileekthemcllc, 
They  Etcn  mast .  hawes,  and  swych  pounagc, 
And  drocken  wnler  al  the  coldc  wclle. 

Vit  Has  the  ground  not  wounded  with 
I  the  plough, 

■But  c»rn  up-s]>rong,  unsowe  of  marines 

r^e  which  Ihey  gnodde  and  eete  nat  half 
y-nough  ; 
No  man  yit  knew  Ihe  forwes  of  his  land  ; 
No  man  Ihe  ift  oul  of  the  tlynt  yit  fonde  ; 
Unkorveti  and  imgrnbbcd  lay  Ihe  vyne ; 
No  man  yil  iti  ihe  moner  s|uces  grond 
To  clarre,  ne  lo  sauiie  of  galenlync. 

No  mader  welde,  or  wood  no  Ulistctc 
Neknewi  ihefleeswasofhisformerhewe; 
Noflcssh  newysleoffeQceofeggcotspere; 
No  eofn  ne  knew  man  which  was  fals  or 

Noshipyitkaif  thewawesgreneand  blewc; 
NomardiBunt  yit  nefetteoutlandissh  ware; 
No  trompes  for  the  wenes  folk  ne  knewe, 
Netowresheyeandwallesrounde  or  square. 

What  iholde  it  han  avnyled  to  wcrrcje  ? 
Ther  lay  no  profit,  ihci  was  no  richesse  ; 
Bui  cursed  was  the  tyme,  I  dar  wel  teye. 
That  men  6r<>t  dide  hir  swely  besynesse 
To  grobbc  up  melal  lurkyng  in  darknesse. 
And  in  the  ryveres  fyisl  gemmfa  soghie ; 
Alios  I  than  sproi^  up  a1  the  cursednessc 
Of  eovetysc  Ihal  iyrst  our  sorwe  broughle  1 

Thitc  lyraunls  puttc  hem  gladly  nat  in 

[  No  wyldne»e  ne  no  busshes  for  to  wynnc. 
I  'Thcr  pdverte  is,  as  sdlh  Diogenes, 

'  as  vilaile  is  eck  so  skari  and  Ihinne, 
I  Thai  noght  but  mast  or  apples  is  ther-inne ; 
I  Bui  ther  as  baggci  been  and  fill  vilaJle 

_      '  wol  Ihey  gon  and  spare  for  no  synnc 
i  With  al  hit  osl  Ihe  cytc  (bilo  aaayle.      40 

>  Both  MSB.  rtad  lii/irmlt!. 
■      u-  l>  ntOtfUra  t^U^fiit;    Hh  flan  1/ 


Vit  were  do   poleis  chaumlKCV  ii 
halles; 
In  caves  and  [in]  wades  a»fte  ar.i 

Slcpien  this  blissM  folk  wiihawu  - 
On  gras  or  levcs  in  pu£i  joyc  arn;  . 
No  diiwn  of  felhercs,  ne  no  bletli! 


Was  ky  10  hem,  but  ir 


Kihc> 


Unforgcd  was   the   bauberke  lod  i* 

pUle; 
The  lambish  peple,  voyded  uf  tile  tifw  A 
lladden  no  bntasye  lo  debate, 
Bui  ech  of  hem  wolde  oihct  wel  ■^ut- 
No  pride,  non  enirye,  non  av«r)T.r 
No  lord,  no  taylage  by  no  [yiui}:, 
Humblesse,    and     pes,    gaud   feilh. 

eroperice. 


Yit  was  nat  Jupiter  the  UlcctoiK^ 
That  first  was  fader  of  ddicacyv. 
Come  in  [his  world,  lie  Ncmbnit  dt 
To  reynen  had  natmaad  \\a  touresbfi.  *\ 
Alias  !  alias  !  now   nuy  men  wepr  ■' 


FORTUNE 
Baladei  Jt  tfiiagt  SMa  fiaalf 

t.— Le  PteiNTtv  coCKTM  Foil 
T«ts  wtecched  worldes  tmnxmuuci 
As  weleorwo,nowpovrennilnou1i>. 
Wiihouten  ordre  or  wys  t\isrnei"i:'-- 
Governed  ii  by  Fotluncs  ctrour  ; 
But  nathetes  the  lak  of  hir  fiivoui 


I,  DDthomb  in 


.    M    »    ta    pr- 


FORTUNE 


Ne  may  not  don  me  singen,  though  I  dye. 
•  lay  tout  perdu  mon  temps  et  moft  kibour  *: 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defye. 

Yit  is  me  left  the  light  of  my  resoun 
To  knowen  frend  fro  fo  in  thy  mirour.  lo 
So  muche  hath  yit  thy  whirlyngupanddoun 
Y-taught  me  for  to  knowen  in  an  hour. 
But  trewely,  no  force  of  thy  reddour 
To  him  that  over  him-self  hath  themaystrye 
My  sufilsaunce  shal  be  my  socour : 
For  fynally,  Fortime,  I  thee  defye. 

0  Socrates,  thou  stedfast  champioun, 
She  never  mighte  be  thy  tormentour ; 
Thou  never  dreddest  hir  oppressioun 
Ne  in  hir  chere  founde  thou  no  savour.  20 
Thou  knewe  wel  the  deceit  of  hir  colour 
And  that  hir  moste  worshipe  is  to  lye. 

1  know  hir  eek  a  fals  dissimulour  : 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defye  ! 


II. — La  Respounse  de  Fortune 
AU  Pleintif 

No  man  is  wrecched,  but  him-self  it  wene 
And  he  that  hath  him-self  hath  sufilsaunce. 
Why  seystow  than  I  am  to  thee  so  kene 
That  hast  thy-self  out  of  my  govemaunce? 
Sey  thus :  *Graunt  mercy  of  thyn  habound- 

aunce 
That  thou  hast  lent  or  this.*     Why  wol 

thou  stryve  ?  30 

What  wostow  yit  how  I  thee  wol  avaunce  ? 
And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  al)rve  ! 

I  have  thee  taught  divisioun  bi-twenc 
Frend  of  effect,  and  frend  of  countenaunce ; 
Thee  nedeth  nat  the  galle  of  noon  hy^ne, 
That  cureth  yen  derke  fro  hir  penaunce  ; 
Nowseestowcleer,  that  were  in  ignorauncc. 
Yit  halt  thyn  ancre,  and  3rit  thou  mayst 

arryve 
Ther  bountee  berth  the  keye  of  my  sub- 

staunce :  39 

And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  alyve  ! 


IX.  All  but  li  read  tumyngior  wkirlyng. 
30.  All  but  li  read  Tkau  shalt  not  stryve. 


How  many  have  I  refused  to  sustene 
Sin  I  thee  fostred  have  in  thy  plesaunce  ! 
Woltow  than  make  a  statute  on  thy  quene 
That  I  shal  been  ay  at  thyn  ordinaunce  ? 
Thou  bom  art  in  my  regne  of  variaunce, 
Aboute  the  wheel  with  other  most  thou 

dryve. 
My  lore  is  bet  than  wikke  is  thygrevaunce: 
And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  alyve  ! 

III. — La  Respounse  du  Pleintif 
couNTRE  Fortune 

Thy  lore  I  dampne,  hit  is  adversitee. 
My    frend    maystow   nat    reven,    blynd 
godd6sse !  50 

That  I  thy  frendes  knowe,  I  thanke  it  thee. 
Tak  hem  agayn,  lat  hem  go  lye  on  presse  ! 
The  negardye  in  kepyng  hir  richesse 
Prenostik  is  thou  wolt  hir  tour  assayle  ; 
Wikke  appetyt  comth  ay  before  seknesse  : 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  friyle. 

IV. — La  Respounse  de  Fortune 

COUNTRE   LE   PlEINTIF 

Thou  pinchest  at  my  mutabilitee. 
For  I  thee  lente  a  drope  of  my  richesse. 
And  now  me  lyketh  to  withdrawe  me. 
WTiy  sholdestow  my  realtee  oppresse  ?  60 
The  seemay  ebbe  and  flowenmoreor  lesse ; 
The  welkne  hath  might  to  shyne,  reyne 

or  hayle ; 
Right  so  mot  I  kythen  my  brotelnesse : 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  feyle. 

Lo,  thexecucion  of  the  magestee 
That  al  purveyeth  of  his  rightwysnesse 
That  same  thyng  *  Fortune  *  clepen  ye. 
Ye  blynde  bestes,  ful  of  lewednesse  ! 
The  hevene  hath  propretee  of  sikemesse ; 
This  world  hath  ever  resteles  travayle  ;  70 
Thy  laste  day  is  ende  of  myn  intresse  : 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  fayle. 

Lenvoy  de  Fortune 

Princes,  I  prey  you  of  your  gentilesse 
Lat  nat  this  man  on  me  thus  crye  and 
pleyne, 

51.  li  to  for  //. 
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And  I  shal  quyte  you  your  bisynesse     75 
At  my  requesle,  as  three  of  you  or  twe3me  ; 
And  but  you  list  releve  him  of  his  peyne, 
Preyeth  his  beste  frend,  of  his  noblesse 
That  to  som  bettre  cstat  he  may  atteyne. 


TRUTH 

BaLADK    DE    HON    CONSEYL 

Flee  fro  the  prees,  and  dwelle  with  soth- 

fastnesse 
Suffice  unto  thy  thyng  though  hit  be  snial ; 
For  hord  hath  hate  and  clymbyng  tikel- 

nessc. 
Frees  hath  envye,  and  wele  blent  overal ; 
Savour  no  more  than  thee  bihovc  shal ; 
Werk  wel  thy-self,  that  other  folk  canst 

rede, 
And  trouthc  shal  delivcre,  it  is  no  drede. 

Tempest  thee  noght  al  croked  to  redresse 
In  trust  of  hir  that  turneth  as  a  bal : 
Greet  reste  stant  in  litel  besynesse  ;        10 
An  eck  be  war  to  sporne  ageyn  an  al ; 
Stryve  noght,  as  doth  the  crokkc  with  the 

wal. 
Daunte  thy-self,  thatdauntestotheresdede. 
And  trouthe  shall  delivere,  it  is  no  drede. 


That  thee  is  sent,  receyvc  in  buxumnesse. 
The  wrastling  for  this  worldc  axcth  a  fal. 
Her  nis  non  hoom,  her  nis  but  wildemesse. 
Forth,  pilgrim,  forth  !     Forth,  beste,  out 

of  thy  stal. 
Know  thy  contree,  look  up,  thank  God 

of  al ; 
Hold  the  hye  wcy,  and  lat  thy  gost  thee 

lede,  ao 

And  trouthe  shall  delivere,  it  is  no  drede. 

Envoy 

Therfore,    thou    vache,    leve    thyn    old 

wrecchednesse 
Unto  the  world  ;  leve  now  to  be  thral ; 
Crye  him  mercy,  that  of  his  hy  goodnesse 

76.  Only  in  li.     The  meaning  ib  doubtful. 
20,  Ho/d  the  hyc  wcy.  Harl.  Fi  Fjj  L  Cx.  Ti  To 
Scld.  Weyvc  thy  lust ;  KV.  KeuiUhi  ui/. 
1-3.  Ivor  Id  is  disyllabic  as  in  0.£. 


Made  thee  of  noght,  and  in  especial 
Draw  unto  him,  and  pray  in  geneial 
For  thee,  and  eek   for  other,  bevenbdi 

mede; 
And  trouthe  shall  delivere,  it  is  no  diedt 

ExpltcU  U  ban  conseil  Je  G,  Chamar. 


GENTILESSE 
Moral  Balade  of  Chaucer 

The  firste  stok  and  fader  of  gentilesse,- 
What  man  that  claymeth  gentil  for  to  be 

Mostc  folwe  his  trace  and  alle  his  wittts 
dresse 
Vertu  to  sewe  and  vyccs  for  to  flet 
For  unto  vertu  longeth  dignitce, 

And  nought  the  revers,  saufly  dar  I  dox, 

Al  were  he  mytre,  croune,  or  diadems 

This  firste  stok  was  ful  of  rightwysnesse. 

Treweof  his  word,  st)bre,  pntous  and  free. 
Clene  of  his  goste  and  loved  besynesse,  w 

Ageynst  thevyceofslouthe,inhonestet; 

And  but  his  heir  love  vertu,  as  dide  he. 
He  nis  nought  gentil  though  he  richesenx^ 
Al  were  he  mitre,  croune,  or  diademc 


Vyce  may  wel  be  heyr  to  old  richesse, 
But  there  may  no  man,  as  yc  may  «d 
see, 
Bequethe  his  heyr  his  vertuous  noWcsse ; 
That  is  appropretl  unto  no  degree, 
But  to  the  firste  Fader  in  mage^tee, 
That  maketh  his  heyr  him  that  wol  him 
queme,  » 

M  were  he  mytre,  croune,  or  diademc 


LAK  OF  STEDFASTNESSE 

Balade 

Som  tymc  this  world  was  so  stedfiist  and 

stable 
That  mannes  word  was  obligacioun. 
And  now  hit  is  so  (als  and  deceivable 
That  word  and  deed,  as  in  concIusiooD, 

X.  A  The  first  fader  and  fimttdcr  I   H/**'' 
andJvKderi  Hairl.  fisder^^mdfr. 
2,  T  H  C  Ha.  denrttA ;  Add.  c^u^tuJL 


630 


LENVOY  DE  CHAUCER  A  SCOGAN 


)-thyng  oon,  for  turned  up  so  doun 
lis  world  through  mede  and  wilful- 
nesse 
1  is  lost  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

naketh  this  world  to  be  so  variable 
it  that  folk  have  in  dissensioun  ? 
w  adayes-a  man  is  holde  unable  lo 
he  can,  by  soin  coUusioun, 
s  neighbour  wrong  or  oppressioun. 
causeth  this,  but  wilful  wrecched- 
nesse 
1  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse  ? 

e  is  put  doun,  rcsoun  is  holden  fable, 
hath  now  no  dominacioun, 
xyled,  no  wyght  is  mercidble. 
;h  covetysc  is  blent  discrecioun ; 
3rld  hath  mad  a  permutacioun 
;ht  lo  wrong,  fro  trouthe  to  fikel- 
ncsse,  ao 

1  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfeistnesse. 


.ENVOY  TO  King  Richard 

ce,  desire  for  to  be  honourable, 
1  thy  folk  and  hate  extorcioun  ! 
no  thyng,  that  may  be  reprevable 
n  estat,  don  in  thy  regioun. 
brth  thy  swerd  of  castigacioun, 
God,   do   law,    love   trouthe   and 
worthynesse, 
yve  thy  folk  ageyn  to  stedfisistnesse. 

Explicit, 


NVOY  DE  CHAUCER  A 
SCOGAN 

BROKEN  been  the  statutes  hye  in 
hevene, 

reat  were  eternally  to  dure, 
at  I  see  the  bryghte  goddes  sevene 

F  Harl  7578  Is  no  thing  lyke;  Add. 
iMgJike. 

r.  Th.  Ct.  F  Add.  Harl.  •jn^Foramongt 
in.  Antone'  us  new. 
arl.  7578  Ct.  F  man  for  wyght. 
art  7578  Ct.  F  Tr.  Th.  And  wed. 


Mowe  wepe  and  wayle,  and  passioun 
endure, 

As  may  in  erthe  a  mortale  creature. 

Alias  1  fro  whennes  may  this  thing  pro- 
cede? 

Of  whiche  errour  I  deye  ahnost  for  drede. 

By  worde  eteme  whilom  was  it  y-shape, 
That  fro  the  fifte  cercle,  in  no  manere, 
Ne  myghte  a  drope  of  teres  doun  eschape. 
But  now  so  wepeth  Venus  in  hir  spere,  11 
That  with  hir  teres  she  wol  drenche  us 

here. 
Alias,  Scogan  !  this  is  for  thyn  offence  ! 
Thou  causest  this  deluge  of  pestilence. 

Hast  thou  not  seyd  in  blaspheme  of  this 

goddes, 
Through    pride,    or   through    thy   grete 

rekelnesse, 
Swich  thing  as  in  the  lawe  of  love  forbode 

is? 
That,  for  thy  lady  saw  nat  thy  distresse, 
Therfor  thou  yave  hir  up  at  Michelmesse  ? 
Alias,  Scogan  !  of  olde  folk  ne  yonge,   ao 
Was  never  erst  Scogan  blamM  for  his 

tonge. 

Thou  drowe  in  scorn  Cupide  eek  to 

recorde 
Of  thilke  rebel  word  that  thou  hast  spoken, 
For  which  he  wol  no  lenger  be  thy  lord. 
And,   Scogan,  thogh  his  bowe  be   nat 

broken. 
He  wol  nat  with.his  arwes  been  y-wroken 
On  thee,  ne  me,  ne  noon  of  our  Bgure ; 
We  shul  of  him  have  neyther  hurte  ne  cure. 

Now  certes,   frend,  I  drede  of  thyn 

unhappe, 
Leste  for  thy  gilte  the  wreche  of  love 

precede  30 

On  alle  hem  that  ben  hore  and  rounde  of 

shape. 
That  ben  so  lykly  folk  in  love  to  spede. 
Than  shul  we  for  our  labour  ban  no  mede ; 
But  wel  I  wot,  thou  wilt  answere  and  seye, 
*  Loo,  iholdeGrisellist  to  rymeand  pleye!* 

4.  7/<<^  and  wayU.    Probably  a  reference  to 
the  heavy  rains  and  floods  of  1393. 
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Nay,  Scogan,  say  not  so,  for  I  mexcnse, 
Ood  helpe  me  so  !  in  no  ryme  doutelees, 
Ne  thynke  I  never  of  sleep  to  wake  my 
muse,  38 

That  nisteth  in  my  shethe  stille  in  pees ; 
While  I  was  yong  I  put  hir  forth  in  prees ; 
But  al  shal  passen  that  men  prose  or  ryme, 
Take  every  man  his  tume  as  for  his  tyme. 

Envoy 

Scogan,  that  knelest  at  the  stremes  hede 
Of  grace,  of  alle  honour,  and  worthy- 

nesse  ! 
In  thende  of  which  streme  I  am  dul  as 

dede, 
Forgete  in  solitarie  wildemesse  ; 
Yet,  Scogan,  thenke  on  Tullios  kynde- 

nesse ; 
Mynne  thy  frend  ther  it  may  fructifye, 
Far-wel,  and  lok  thou  never  eft  love  defye. 


THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  VENUS 


There    nys    so    hy  comfort    to   my 
plesaunce, 
Whan  that  I  am  in  any  hevyncsse. 
As  for  to  have  leyser  of  remembraunce 
Ujwn  the  manhod  and  the  worthynesse. 
Upon  the  trouth  and  on  the  stedfastnesse 
I  am  al,  whll  I  may  dure, 
ime  me  no  creature, 
•«>.;ht  preiseth  his  gentilcsse. 


r^i- 


•!:.   •-.  '  ountee,  wysdom,  govern- 
aunce,  9 

Wei  more  then  any  mannes  w)'t  can  gesse  ; 

For   grace   hath   wold   so   ferforth   him 
avaunce, 

That  of  knyghthode  he  is  parfit  richesse  ; 

Honour  honoureth  him  for  his  noblesse  ; 

Therlo  so  well  hath  formed  him  Nature. 

That  I  am  his  for  ever,  I  him  assure. 

For  every  wyght  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 
And  not-withstandyng  al  his  suffisaunce 

His  gentil  herte  is  of  so  greet  humblesse 

47.  Tnllius   kyndeKtssc,   a   reference    to   M. 

'jUi    -"      •   -^    


TuUius  Cicero's  De  Amicitia. 


To  me  in  word,  in  wok,  in  cooicuDBOt, 
And  me  to  serve  is  al  his  besynene,    ■ 
That  I  am  set  in  inerrey  sikiinesK. 
Thus  ogfate  I  blesse  wel  myn  aventmt, 
Sith  that  him  list  me  serven  and  booooR, 
For  every  wyght  preiseth  his  gentiksK. 

II 

Now  certes.  Love,  hitisr^t  coveubi^ 
That  men  fill  dere  bye  the  noble  thyn^ 
As  wake  a-bedde,  and  fiisten  at  the  Mik, 
Wepyng  to  laugbe  and  singe  in  ooo- 

pleynyng, 
And  doun  to  caste  visage  and  lokyi^  39 
Often  to  chaungenjieweand  counteoaaioe, 
Pleyne  in  slepyng,  and  dremen  at  tk 

daunce, 
Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  ielyi^. 

lalousye  be  hanged  by  a  cable ! 
She  wolde  al  knowe  through  her  espjfiss- 
Ther  doth  no  wyght  nothyng  so  resooabk. 
That  al  nys  harm  in  her  ymagynyr^. 
Thus  dere  abought  is  Love  in  his  yeryng, 
Which  ofte  he  yiveth  withouten  ofdjii- 

aunce. 
As  sorw  ynogh,  and  lite]  of  plesaunce, 
Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  felyng.  «: 

A  litel  tyme  his  yifl  is  agreable. 
But  ful  encomberous  is  the  usyng ; 
For  subtil  jalosye,  the  deceyvaUe, 
Ful  often-tyme  causeth  destourb)ri^. 
Thus  l)e  we  ever  in  drede  and  suflferyDg: 
Innouncerteyn  we  languisshe  in  penanixx, 
And  han  ful  often  many  an  harde  mjs- 

chaunce, 
Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  felyng. 

Ill 

But  certes,  Love,  I  sey  not  in  such  wyse. 
That  for  tescape  out  of  your  lace  I  mcnte, 
Forlsolongehave  been  in  your  scrvysc,  5« 
That  for  to  lete  of,  wol  I  never  assentc 
No  fors  !  thogh  jalousyc  me  tormente  ; 
Sufficeth  me  to  see  him  when  I  may ; 
And  therfor  certes  to  myn  endyng-day, 
To  love  him  best,  ne  shal  I  never  repenic. 

31.  Granson  plaindrt   em    dtrmmMi;  MSS 

pUye. 
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And  certes,  Love,  whan  I  me  wel  avyse 
On  any  cstat  that  man  may  represente, 
Then  have  ye  maked  me,  through  your 
franchise,  59 

Chese  the  beste  that  ever  on  erthe  wente. 
Now  love  wel,  herte,  and  look  thou  never 

stente. 
And  let  the  jelouse  put  it  in  assay, 
That  for  no  peyne  wol  I  not  sey  nay ; 
To  love  him  best,  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 

Herte,  to  thee  hit  oghte  y-nogh  sufTyse 
That  Love  so  hy  a  grace  to  thee  sente 
To  chese  the  worthiest  in  alle  wyse, 
And  most  agreable  unto  myn  entente. 
Seche  no  ferther,  neyther  way  ne  wente, 
Sith  I  have  sufftsaunce  unto  my  pay, —    70 
Thus  wol  I  ende  this  comple)mt  or  lay. 
To  love  him  beste  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 

Lenvoy 

Princess  !  receyveth  this  Compleynt  in 

gree. 
Unto  your  excellent  benignitee. 

Direct  after  my  litel  sufiisaunce. 
For  eld,  that  in  my  spirit  dulleth  me, 
Hath  of  endyting  al  the  subtilte 

Wel  ny  bereft  out  of  my  remembraunce ; 

And  eek  to  me  hit  is  a  greet  penaimce, 
S3rth  rym  in  English  hath  swich  scarsitee. 
To  folwe  word  by  word  the  curiositee   8x 

Of  Graunson,  flour  of  hem  that  make 
in  Fraunce ! 


LENVOY  DE  CHAUCER  A 
BUKTON 

The  counseil  op  Chaucer  touch- 
ing Mariage,  which  was  sent 
to  bukton 

My  maister  Bukton,  whan  of  Criste 
our  kyng 
Was  axed,  What  is  trouthe  or  sothiast- 
nesse? 


82.  Sir  Oto  de  Graunson^  a  knisht  of  Savoy, 
received  an  annuity  from  Richard  II.  in  1393  for 
«ervices  to  the  king. 


He  nat  a  word  answerde  to  that  axyng. 
As  who  saith,   *  No  man  is  al  trewc,'  I 

gesse. 
And  therfor,  thogh  I  highte  to  expressc 
The  sorwe  and  wo  that  is  in  mariage, 
I  dar  not  wryte  of  hit  no  wikkednesse, 
Lest  I  my-self  £adle  eft  in  swich  dotage. 

I  wol  nat  seyn  how  that  hit  is  the 

cheyne 
Of    Sathanas,    on    which    he    gnaweth 

ever ;  10 

But   I   dar   se)^,    were   he   out   of  his 

peyne. 
As  by  his  wille   he   wolde   be   bounde 

never. 
But  thilke  doted  fool  that  eft  hath  lever 
Y-cheyned  be  than  out  of  prison  crepe, 
God  lete  him  never  fro  his  wo  dissever, 
Ne  no  man  him  bewayle  thogh  he  wepe  ! 

But  yit,  lest  thou  do  worse,  tak  a  wyf ; 
Bet  is  to  wedde  than  brenne  in  worse 

wyse. 
But  thou  shalt  have  sorwe  on  thy  flessh, 

thy  lyf, 
And  ben  thy  wyves  thral,  as  seyn  these 

wyse,  ao 

And  if  that  holy  writ  may  nat  suffyse, 
Experience  shal  thee  teche,  so  may  happe, 
That  thee  were  lever  to  be  take  in  Fryse 
Than  eft  to  &lle  of  weddyng  in  the  trappe. 


Envoy 

This  litel  writ,  proverbes,  or  figure 
I  sende  you,  tak  kepe  of  hit,  I  rede  : 
Unwys  is  he  that  can  no  wele  endure. 
If  thou  be  siker,  put  thee  nat  in  drcdc. 
The  Wyf  of  Bathe  I  pray  yow  that  ye 

rede 
Of  this  mature  that  we  have  on  hondc.   30 
God  graunte  you  your  lyf  frely  to  Icdc 
In  firedom  ;  for  fill  hard  is  to  be  bonde. 

Expluit. 

a  1.  Fryse.  An  expedition  in  which  Englishmen 
took  part  was  launched  against  Friesland  in  1396. 
The  Frieslanders  refused  to  ransom  their  country- 
men when  captured,  so  no  exchange  was  possible, 
which  gives  K>rce  to  Chaucer's  line. 
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THE  COMPLEYNT  OF 
CHAUCER  TO  HIS  PURSE 

To  you,  my  purse,  and  to  noon  other  wyght 
Compleyne  I,  for  ye  be  my  lady  dere  ! 

I  am  so  sory  now  that  ye  been  light ; 
For,  certes,  but  ye  make  me  hevy  chere, 
Me  were  as  leef  be  leyd  upon  my  bere, 

For  whiche  unto  your  mercy  thus  I  crye, — 

Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye  1 

Now  voucheth  sauf  this  day,  or  hit  be 
nyght,  8 

That  I  of  you  the  blisful  soun  may  here, 
Or  see  your  colour  lyk  the  sonne  bright. 

That  of  yelownesse  hadde  never  pere. 

Ye  be  my  lyf !  ye  be  myn  hertes  stere  ! 
Quene  of  comfort  and  of  good  companye  ! 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye. 

Now,  purse,  that  be  to  me  my  lyves  light 

And  saveour,  as  doun  in  this  worlde 

here, 

Out  of  this  toun  help  me  throgh   your 

myght, 

Syn  that  ye  wole  not  been  my  tresorere  ; 

For  I  am  shave  as  nye  as  is  a  frere.    19 

19.  as  is  a,  HarL  7333  P  Add.  Harl.  2251  als 
^ygf^  <w  Any  I  Ff  shxve  as  ys  any. 


But  yet  I  pray  unto  your  curtcs)e, 
Beth  hevy  agejoi,  or  elles  mot  I  d) 

L*Envoye  de  Chaucer 

O  conquerour  of  Brutes  Albioun, 
Which  that  by  lyne  and  free  elecci 

Ben  verray  kyng,  this  song  to 
sende, 

And  ye  that  mowen  al  myn  harm  ai 
Have  mynde  upon  my  supplicadoi 


PROVERBE  OF  CHAUC 


What  shul   these   clothes   thus 
folde, 

Lo,  this  bote  somers  day  ? 
After  greet  heet  cometh  colde  ; 

No  man  caste  his  pilche  away. 

II 

Of  al  this  worlde  the  large  compas 
Hit  wol  not  in  myn  armes  tweyi 

Whoso  mochel  wol  embrace, 
Litel  therof  he  shal  distreyne. 


DOUBTFUL   MINOR   POEMS 


MERCILES  BEAUTE 

A  Triple  Roundel 

I 

Your  yen  two  wol  slee  me  sodenly ; 
I  may  the  beautee  of  hem  not  sustene. 
So  woundeth  hit  through-out  my  hertekene. 

And  but  your  word  wol  helen  hastily 
My  hertes  wounde,  while  that  hit  is  grene. 

I.  P  reads  Yovore  twoyen^  but  cp.  U.  6axid  xz. 
3.  ikrough'Outf  out  is  in  the  margin. 


Your  yen  two  wol  slee  me  sodcn 
I  may  the  beautee  of  hem  not  si 

Upon  my  trouthe  I  sey  you  feithfiil 
That  ye  ben  of  my  lyf  and  deei 

quene ; 
For  with  my  deeth  the  trouthe  s 
sene. 
Your  pen  two  wol  slee  me  soden 
I  may  the  beautee  of  hem  not  su 
So  woundeth  it  through-out  my 
kcnc. 


^2A 


BALADE—COMPLEYNT  D AMOURS 


II 

So  hath  your  beaiitee  fro  your  herle  chaced 
Pitee,  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne ; 
For  Daunger  halt  your  mercy  in  his  cheyne. 

Giltlesmydeeththus  hanyeme  purchaced ; 
I  sey  you  sooth,  me  nedeth  not  to  feyne  ; 

So  hath  your  beautee  fro  your  herte 
chaced  19 

Pitee,  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne. 

Alias  !  that  nature  hath  in  you  compdssed 

So  greet  beautee,  that  no  man  may  atteyne 

To  mercy,  though  he  sterve  for  the  peyne. 

So  hath  your  beautee  fro  your  herte 

chaced 
Pitee,  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne ; 
For  Daunger  halt  your  mercy  in  his 
cheyne. 

Ill 

Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  so  iaX 

I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene  ; 

Sin  I  am  free,  I  counte  him  not  a  bene. 

He  may  answere,  and  seye  this  or  that ;  30 
I  do  no  fors,  I  speke  right  as  I  mene. 
Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  so  fat 
I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene. 

Love  hath  mynamey-strikeoutof  his  sclat, 
And  he  is  strike  out  of  my  bokes  clene 
For  evermo  ;  [ther]  is  non  other  mene. 
Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  so  &t 
I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene  ; 
Sin  I  am  free,  I  counte  him  not  a  bene. 

Explicit. 


BALADE 
Against  Woman  Unconstan 

Madam &,  for  your  newe-fangelnesse 
Many  a  ser  vaunt  have  ye  put  out  of  grace. 
I  take  my  leve  of  your  unstedfastnesse, 
f'or  wel  I  wot,  whyl  ye  have  ly ves  space, 

36.  P  this  it;  Skeat  tJur  it, 
2.  F  Ct.  Stowe's  ed.  ofytmr. 
4.  Ct.  Stowe's  ed.  tg  Hue  kamt;  HarU  iym 
4tmds/act. 


Ve  can  not  love  ful  half  yeer  in  a  place  ; 
To  newe  thyng  your  lust  is  ay  so  kene  ; 
In  stede  of  blew,  thus  may  ye  were  al 
grene. 

Right  as  a  mirour  nothyng  may  enpresse 
But,  lightly  as  it  cometh,  so  mot  it  pace. 
So  fareth  your  love,  your  werkes  bereth 

witnesse.  10 

Ther  is  no  feith    that   may  your  herte 

embrace ; 
But,  as  a  we<lercok,  that  tumeth  his  face 
With  every  wynd,  ye  fare,  and  that  is  sene ; 
In  stede  of  blew,  thus  may  ye  were  al  grene. 

Ye  might  be  shryned,  for  your  brotelnesse. 
Bet  than  Dalyda,  Creseide,  or  Candace ; 
For    ever    in    chaungyng     stant     your 

sikemesse. 
That    tache    may   no   wyght    fro   your 

herte  arace ; 
If  ye  lesc  oon,  ye  can  wel  tweyn  purchace ; 
Al  light  for  somer,  ye  woot  wel  what  I 

mene,  30 

In  stede  of  blew,  thus  may  ye  were  al  grene. 

Explicit, 


COMPLEYNT  DAMOURS 

I,  WHICH  that  am  the  sorwfuUeste  man 
That  in  this  world  was  ever  yit  lyvynge 
And  leest  recoverer  of  him-selven  can 
Beginne  thus  my  deedly  compleynynge 
On  hir,  that  may  to  lif  and  deeth  me 

brynge, 
WTiich   hath    on    me  no  mercy  ne    no 

rewthe 
That    love    hir    best,    but    sleeth    me 

for  my  trewthe. 

6.  Ct.  Harl.  ever  so;  Stowe's  ed.  (1561) 
omits  so. 

8.  Ct.  Harl.  Stowe  Ma/  nothyng. 

16.  Ct.  bettir.  rest  better.  Daiyda,  Delilah. 
Creseide^  the  heroine  of  Chaucer's  Troilas. 
Candace^  Queen  Candace,  who  tricked  Alex* 
ander. 


17.  stant,  ?\\  stondeth, 

4.  F  B  imert  right  before  thtts. 
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Can  I  noght  doon  ne  seye  that  may  yoa 

Ivke? 
Ne,  certes,  now,  alias  \  alias  !  the  while ! 
Your  plesaunce  is  to  laughen  whan  I  syke. 
And  thus  yc  me  from  all  my  blisse  exile. 
Ye  han  me  cast  in  thilke  spitous  ile  la 
Ther  never  man  on  ly  ve  ne  mighte  asterte ; 
This  have  I  for  I  love  you  beste,  swete 

herte  ! 

Sooth  is,  that  wel  I  woot,  by  lyklinesse, 
If  that  it  were  a  thing  possible  to  do 
For  to  acompte  your  beautce  and  good> 

nesse 
I  have  no  wonder  thogh  ye  do  me  wo  ; 
Sith  I,  thunworthiest  that  may  ride  or  go 
Durste  ever  thynken  in  so  hy  a  place,  ao 
WTiat  wonder  is,  thogh  ye  do  me  no  grace? 

Alias  !  thus  is  my  lif  brought  to  an  ende. 
My  deelh,  I  see,  is  my  conclusioun  ; 
I  may  wel  singe  *  in  sory  tyme  I  spende 
My  lif  ;  that  song  may  have  confusioun ! 
For  mercy,  pitee,  and  deep  affeccioun, 
I  sey  for  me,  for  al  my  deedly  chere, 
Alle  Ihisc  diden,  in  thai,  me  love  you  dere. 

And  in  this  wyse  and  in  dispaire  I  l)*\-c 
In  love  ;  nay,  but  in  dispaire  I  dye  !     30 
Bui  shal  I  ihus  you  my  deeth  for-yive. 
That  causeles  doth  me  this  sorwe  drye  ? 
Ye,  certes,  I  !     For  she  of  my  folye 
Hath    nought    to    done,    although    she 

do  me  sterve  ; 
Hit  is  not  with  hir  wil  that  I  hir  serve  ! 

8.  Harl.  om.  doon  ;  F  B  doon  to  seyn  thai  yow 
may  like. 

9.  So  all  MSS.   Ne  is  the  strong  accented  nega- 
tive. 

14.   F  B  om.  beste. 

16.  Harl.  om.  that. 

20.   F  ncuer;  perhaps  rightly. 

32.   F  viysche/e;  B  tnyscke/iox  tny  lif, 

24.   F  om.  all  after  tyme. 

25  ff.  B  reads  : 


that  song  is  my  confusyounl 
id  my  sail 
I  M?y  for  inc.  I  have  noun  iclte. 


Vox  mercy  and  pite  and  my  saluacioun. 


All  thes  iliden  me  in  di&pcirc  to  melte. 
F  om.  all  after  song  in  1.  25. 

26.  F  om.  and  hefore/itce  and  all  after  second 
afi</. 

27.  F  om.  all  after  me. 

28.  F  om.  all  after  diden, 
31.   F  tkannt  for  tkttt. 


Than  sithen  I  am  of  my  sorwe  the  oat, 
And  sith  that  I  have  this»  withoote  \a 

reedy 
Than  may  I  seyn,  i%fat  shortly  inadiBX, 
It  is  no  blame  unto  hir  womanheed. 
Though  swich  a  wreoche  as  I  be  faikir 

deed;  # 

Yit  alwey  two  thii^cs  dooo  me  dye, 
That  is  to  sejrn,  hir  beautee  and  mp  jt 

So  that  algates  she  is  the  venay  rote 
Of  my  disese,  and  of  my  dethe  also; 
For  with  oon  word  she  mighte  be  my  bott, 
If  that  she  vouched  sauf  for  to  do  ax 
But  than  is  hir  gladnesse  at  my  wo? 
It  is  hir  wone  plesaunce  for  to  take^ 
To  seen  hir  servaonts  dyen  for  hir  sike! 

But  certes,  than  is  al  my  wonderyng— f 
Sithen  she  is  the  fayrest  creature 
As  to  my  dom  that  ever  was  lyryng, 
The  bem'gnest  and  beste  eek  that  natoR 
Hath  wrought  or   shal,    whyl   that  the 

world  may  dure, — 
Why  that  she  lefte  pitee  so  behynde  ? 
It  was,  y-yrysy  a  greet  defeuit  in  kynde. 

Yit  is  al  this  no  lak  to  hir,  pardee. 
But  God  or  nature  hemsorewoldelbboK: 
For,  though  she  shewe  no  pitee  unto  ok, 
Sithen  that  she  doth  othere  men  the  saxat, 
I  ne  oughte  to  despise  my  lady's  gime ; 
It  is  hirpley  to  laugh  when  that  men syketK 
And  I  assente,  al  that  hir  list  and  lyketh! 

Yit  wolde  I,  as  I  dar,  with  son»-fiil  her-s 
Bisechc  un-to  your  meke  womanhede 
That  I  now  dorstemysharpesorwessment 
Shewe  by  worde  that  ye  wolde  ones  rede 

36.  Harl.  siiA  for  sitkem. 

37.  F  B  sithen  for  sitk  and  quo.  iJkst, 

43.  F  B  om.  the. 

44.  B  om.  second  0/". 

45.  F  B  A  for  oon. 

48.  B  ins.  to  hefon/lesautice. 

49.  B  seruaunte. 
51.  li  Sitk. 

55.  F  B  ail  for  so. 

57.  F  B  om.  al. 

58.  F  B  om.  sore. 

62.  Harl.  om.  Air.     F  B  om.  iJkal. 

64.  Had.  yeo  for  KfV. 

66.  F  B  cm.  n^w.     Hari  skemrrs  for«r»*»- 


6^6 


BALADE  OF  COMPLEYNTE—BALADE  THAT  CHAUCIER  MADE 


The  compleynt  of  me,  which  ful  sore  I  drede 
That   I   have   seid  here,   through   mjm 

unconnynge, 
In  any  worde  to  your  displesynge.        70 

Lothest  of  anything  that  ever  was  loth 
Were  me,  as  wysly  God  my  soule  save  ! 
To   seyn    a    thyng    through   which   ye 

mighte  be  wrotli ; 
And,  to  that  day  that  I  be  leyd  in  grave, 
A  trewer  servaunt  shulle  ye  never  have  ; 
And,  though  that  I  on  you  have  pleyned 

here, 
Forjriveth  it  me,  myn  owne  herte  dere  ! 

£ver  have  I  been,  and  shal,  how-so  I 

wende 
Outher   to    lyve   or    dye,   your  humble 

trewe ; 
Ye  been  to  me  my  gynnyng  and  myn 

ende,  80 

Sonne  of  the  sterre  so  bright  and  clere 

of  hewe, 
Alwey  in  oon  to  love  you  freshly  newe. 
By  God  and  by  my  trouthe,  is  myn  entente ; 
To  Ijrve  or  dye,  I  wol  it  never  repente  ! 

This  compleynt  on  seynt  Valentynes  day, 
Whan  every  foughel  chesen  shal  his  make, 
To  hir  whos  I  am  hool,  and  shal  alwey, 
This  woful  song  and  this  compleynt  I 

make. 
That  never  yit  wolde  me  to  mercy  take  ; 
And  yit  wol  I  evermore  hir  serve  90 

And  love  hir  best,  although  she  do  me 

sterve. 

Explicit 


68.  Harl  the  which  I /ulU.tXc. 

69.  Harl.  unknowynge.      F  B  om.  hert  and 
myn. 

70.  This    line  s«ems  short    unless 
dissyllabic,  which  is  improbable ;  cp. 

86,  00,  which  are  short  in  all  MSS. 


IS 


wordt 
11-  3«i  4«f 


47 


7»- 
77- 
81. 
8a. 
83. 


Y  Loth*  for  Loihtst. 

Harl.  myn€  cunt  lady  so  dere. 

F  B  ouer  (onyr)  the  tterre  bright  qfhetue. 

Harl.  And  I  ay  oon. 

F  B  ins.  thii  before  is. 


86.  If/oMghel  (fowl)  is  not_dissyllabic  this  is 


another  nine-syllabled  line.    F  soMie^  ^/oule. 
87.  F  B  om.  hool. 
91.  F  though  for  although. 


BALADE  OF  COMPLEYNTE 

COMPLEYNE  ne  coude,  ne  mighte  myn 

herte  never 
Mypeynes  halve,  ne  what  torment  I  have. 
Though  that  I  sholde  in  your  presence 

ben  ever, 
My  hertes  lady,  as  wisly  he  me  save 
That  bountee  made,  beautee  list  to  grave 
In  your  persone,  and  bad  hem  bothein-fere 
Ever  tawayte,  and  ay  be  wher  ye  were. 

As  wisly  he  gyc  alle  my  joyes  here 
As  I  am  youres,  and  to  you  sad  and  trewe, 
And  ye,  my  lif  and  cause  of  my  good  chere 
And  deeth  also,  whan  ye  my  peynes  newe. 
My  worldes  joye,  whom  I  wol  serve 
and  sewe,  la 

My  heven  hool,  and  al  my  suffisaunce, 
Whom  for  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesaunce. 

Beseching  yow  in  my  most  humble  wyse 
Taccepte  in  worth  this  litel  povre  dyte 
And  for  my  trouthe  my  service  nat  despyte, 
Myn  observaunce  eek  have  nat  in  despyse, 
Ne  yit  to  long  to  suifren  in  this  plyte, 
I  you  beseche,  myn  hertes  lady  dere,  20 
Sith  I  you  serve,  and  so  will  yeer  by  yere. 


BALADE  THAT  CHAUCIER 
MADE 

So  hath  myn  herte  caught  in  remembraunce 
Your  beautee  hool  and  stedfast  govem- 

aunce. 
Your  vertues  alle  and  your  hie  noblesse. 
That  you  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesaunce. 
So     wel     me      liketh     your     womanly 

contenaunce. 
Your  fresshe  fetures  and  your  comlynesse. 
That  whiles   I   lyve,   m>Ti  herte  to  his 

maistresse 

16.  MS.  forr. 

20.  derty  MS.  here  by  mistake. 

3.  MS.  al  for  alfe. 
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A  TREA  VISE  ON  THE  ASTROLABE 


FAtTI 


You  hath  wel  chose  in  trewepers^veraunce 
Never  to  chaunge  for  no  maner  distresse. 

And  sith  [that]  I  shal  do  this  observannce 
Al  my  lif  [long]  withouten  displesauDce, 
You  for  to  serve  with  al  my  besynesse, 
And     have     me     somwhat      in      your 

souvenaunce,  13 

My  woful  herte  suffreth  greet  duresse. 
And    [hoveth  humblely]   with  al    sym- 

plesse  ; 
My  wyl  I  conforme  to  your  ordynaunce 
As  you  best  list,  mypeynes  for  to  redresse; 

Considryng  eek  how  I  hange  in  balaunce, 
In  your  service,  swich  lo  !  is  my  chaunce, 
Abidyng  grace  whan  that  your  gentilnesse, 
Of  my  grete  wo  listeth  don  alleggeaunce, 

8.  MS.  irievt. 
!«.->.  MS.  om.  that. 
II.   MS.  om.  long^. 
15.   M  S.  .*!  nd  how  humbly. 


AndwythyourpiteemesomvyseaTuact  J 
In  ful  rebatyng  of  myn  hevyncsse,      r  f 
And  thynketh  by  resoon  that  voamd;  i 
noblesse  \ 

Shulde  nat  desire  for  til  do  the  ootisia 
Ther  as  she  fyndeth  non  unbiizomaflK. 

LSNVOYK 

Auctour  of  norture !    Lady  of  plesum! 
Soveraigne  of  beautee  !  flour  of  wonn- 

hede. 
Take  ye  non  hede  unto  my  ignorssnct. 
But  this  receyveth  of  your  goodlibede; 
Thenkyng    that     I     have     cangfat   ii 

remembraunce, 
Your     beautee      hool,     your     sted&s 

govemaunce. 

34.  Perhaps  i4iM/ should  be  Me.  othcnwetk 
construction  of  this  stanza,  like  that  of  the  Re- 
ceding one,  is  very  loose. 

39.  Toit^^r  should  probably  be  Tmketk;^ 
rtceyveth  in  next  line. 


A   TREATISE   ON   THE   ASTROLABE 


Lyte  Low'YS  my  sone,  I  aperccyi'e  wel 
by  certeyne  CN'ydences  thyn  abilite  to 
leme  sciences  touching  nombres  and 
proporciouns ;  and  as  wel  considre  I  thy 
bisy  praier  in  s|)ecial  to  lerne  the  Tretys 
of  the  Astrelabie.  Than  for  as  mochel 
as  a  philosofrc  saith,  *he  ^^Tappith  him 
in  hLs  frendc,  that  condcscendith  to  the 
rightfull  praiers  of  his  frende,'  therefore 
have  I  yevcn  the  a  suftisant  Astrolabie  as 
for  cure  orizonte  compowned  after  the 
latitude  of  Oxenforde ;  ujwn  which,  by 
mediacioun  of  this  litcl  tretys,  I  propose  to 
teche  the  a  ccrtein  nonibrc  of  conclusions 
IX!rte)'nyng  to  the  same  instrument.  I  seie 
a  ccrtein  of  conclusions  for  thre  causes. 


^^\  Ml  W'l  have  title  Brcde  and  milke  /or 
children. 

2.  ki  Aj  add  tlu  iverkynge  ^before  a  suffi' 
umt. 


The  first  cause  is  this  :  truste  wel  that  aOe 
the  conclusions  that  han  be  founde,  or 
ellys  possibly  might  be  founde  in  so  nobk 
an  instrument  as  is  an  Astrelabie  ben 
unknowe  parfitly  to  eny  mortal  man  b 
this  regioun,  as  I  suppose.  Another  cast 
is  this,  that  sothly  in  any  tretis  of  the 
Astrelabie  that  I  have  se>'n  there  be&nnnK 
conclusions  that  wol  not  in  alle  thiogtf 
])arformen  her  bihestes;  andsoninaeofhiKi 
ben  to  harde  to  thy  tendir  age  of  x  yereto 
conceyve.  [5] 

This  tretis,  divided  in  5  parties,  «xJ  1 
shewe  the  under  full  light  reules  anil  nakoi 
wordes  in  Englisshe,  for  I^t^'n  canst  thoo 

5.  and  tomme  o/hem^  etc ,  i.e.  the  third  caxet 
5.  to  thy^  etc,  Ki  to  mnderstomde  and  .v  cr 


ceyt*€  to  the  tender  age  fif\e. 
5.  nakedy  simple ;   cp.  Shj 


hak.    Tifv  Cent.  W 


I   IV.  143. 
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A   TREATISE  OX  THE  ASTROLABE 


7-a6 


ill,  my  litel  sone.  Bui  nathdes 
the  ihcsc  trewe  conelusions  in 
SI  wel  as  stiflidth  to  ihese  noble 
ekes  these  some  conclusions  j'n 
id  to  Aral»«ns  IQ  Arabike,  and 
I  Ebrewe.  suid  lo  the  Lalyn  folk 

whichc  VsXyti  (bike  had  hem 
if  oihcre  dyrem:  Ungnges,  and 
ti  in  her  ownc  lunge,  Ihat  is  lo 
atyn.  And  god  wool  ihal  in 
langages  and  in  many  moo  hun 
utinns  bcnsufliwntlylemedand 
1  yit  by  diverse  teules;  righta^ 
hcs  leden  diverse  folke  the  right 
ime.  How  wol  I  prdc  mekely 
et  persone  that  tedith  or  herith 
'Mys  lo  have  my  rode  endityng 
I,  and  my  superlluite  of  wordcs, 
ises.  Tile  first  cause  is  for  Ihat 
ndilyng  and  hajde  seotence  is 

onys  for  such  a  childe  lo  lemc. 
xuiide  caui^  is  \i\\s,  that  sothly 

better  to  wHten  un-to  a  childe 
,  than  he  foigete 


ii 


■or,l,«, 


ny  and  as  subtile  conch 
wid  in  Latyn  in  eny  commune 
c  Asliclabie,  konne  me  the  mote 
And  preie  god  save  the  king, 
leof  thlEtanguagc,  and  alle  that 

lierilh  aod  obeielh,  everiche  in 
the  more  and  the  lasse.  But 
■el  ihat  I  ne  usurpe  not  lo  have 
lis  wetke  of  my  labour  or  of  myn 

nam  but  a  lewdc  compilBlocof 

of  aide  aslrologiens,  and  have 
d  in  myn  Engtisshe  oonly  for  Ihy 

And  with  this  swerde  shal  I 

ftij-j.— The  fiisle  parlie  of  this 
,1  reberse  the  figures  and  the 
rf  Ihyn  Astrelabie  by  cause  thai 
:  have  the  grcttei  knowing  of 


tfiart. — The  secunde  [lorlieshal 
;  workcn  the  verrey  practik  of 
M.    We>lwBUup«lti!^&f,c|>.ij. 


e  conelusioiuis  as  ti-rfoith  and 
s  may  be  shewed  in  so  small  an 
portalif  afaoule.  For  wel  wool 
eveiy  aslmlogien  that  smallisl  fraccions  ne 
wo]  not  be  shcwid  in  sosmall  an  inslninienl 
as  in  subtile  tables  calculed  for  a  cause. 

Terlia  pan. — The  thirde  parlie  shal 
contenc  diverse  tables  of  longitudes  and 
latitudes  of  sterrcs  fixe  for  the  Astrelabie, 
and  tables  of  the  declinocions  of  the  Sonne, 
and  tables  of  longitudes  of  citces  and 
lowoes  1  and  tables  as  well  for  the  gover- 
luiunce  of  a  clokke,  as  forto  ^de  the 
altitude  meridian;  and  many  a-notJlir 
notable  conclusioun  afier  Ibe  katendcis  of 


clerkes,  frere  I.  Somer  and 
frerc  N.  Lcnne.  [ao] 

Quarta  fan. — The  fouiihe  parlie  shal 
ben  a  Theorike  lo  declare  the  moevyng  of 
the  celestiflU  bodies  wiih  the  causes.  The 
whiche  fourihe  pOTlie  in  s|jeciall  shftl 
shewen  a  table  of  IhE  veitey  moeving  of 
the  mnne  from  houre  lo  hourc  every  day 
and  in  every  signe  after  thyn  almcDak. 
Upon  whiche  table  Iher  foleweth  acanoun 
suliisant  to  teche  as  wcl  the  manere  of  Ihe 
worchyngc  of  the  same  conclusioun  as  lo 
knowe  in  oure  oriiontc  with  whichc  dc^rc 
of  the  rodiak  that  the  mone  aiiselh  in  OAy 
laiiiu<le,  and  the  aruiyng  of  any  planele 
after  his  latitude  ito  the  ecliplik  tyne. 

Qairita  /of).— The  fifthe  panic  ihal  be 
an  Intmductorie,  after  the  slaluleaof  oure 
doclours,  in  whiche  thoumaist  lemeagret 
parte  of  the  genenll  rewles  of  tlieorik  in 
asirologie.  In  whichc  fifihe  parlie  shall 
thou  fynden  tables  of  equaciouns  ofhouses 
afferthe latitude  of Oienfordej  and  tables 
ofdignilecsofplaneteSiOndolheielialefilll 
ihinges,  yf  Gcd  wol  vouche  laof  oAd  bis 
Modcr  the  Maide  moo  then  I  behelc.  [is] 

Part  I 
Herr  Ugynncth  lil  i/etcrtfcifittM  «ftt* 

Aslralabii 
I.  ^Hnu/i».— Thyn  Astrolaliie  hatha 
ringe  In  ]nitlen  on  the  tha>mb«  of  ihl  right 
>B.  imtllll.Wi^llittmalr:  A,Ki 


iuidwil  I'iut  IW 


iTilj.S 


W 

^ 


A  TREATISE  ON  THE  ASTROLABE 


hondeinUkinEthcheightofthii^es.    And 
take  kepe,  for  fium  henes  fonhwmd  I  \sul 
~\epea  the  heighle  of  any  Ihinge  thai  is 
by  the  rewle  •  ihe  altitude '  withoulc 


I 


-This  rynge  rcnnelh  in  a 
Duner  toret  fut  to  the  moder  of  thyn 
Aalrelabie  in  so  rowme  a  space  that  it 
distourbith  not  ihe  instniment  to  hangen 
after  his  right  centre. 

3.  Mater.— lYie  Moder  of  thin  Astte- 
labje  is  Ihikkest  plate  perccd  with  a  large 
hool,  that  resceiTeth  in  hir  wombe  the 
thynne  plates  compowned  for  diveme 
clymates  and  thy  tcct  shapen  in  manere 
of  a  Tiett  tu  of  a  webbe  of  a  loppe. 

4.  Thismoderisdividedon  thebakhalf 
wth  a  lyne  that  cometh  descending  fro  the 
rioge  dmin  10  the  netberist  Inrdure.  The 
whiche  lyne,  fro  Ihe  forseide  ringe  unto 
the  centre  of  the  large  hool  amiddc,  is 
depid  the  Southe  Lyne,  or  cllis  the  Lytic 
Meridional.  And  the  remenaunt  of  this 
Ijnedoun  to  the  bordureisclepid  the  North 
Lyne,  or  ellis  the  Lyne  of  Midnyght.  [ja] 

5.  Overthwart  this  fbrseiJc  longe  lyne 
ther  crossith  hima-nothci  lyneof  Ihe  same 
le^he  Eroin  est  to  west.  Of  Ihe  whiche 
lyne,  from  a  liiel  cros  ( + 1  in  ihe  boidure 
unto  the  centre  of  Ihe  large  hool.  is  clcpid 
Ihe  Est  Lyne,  or  ellis  the  Lyne  Orientftle. 
And  the  remenaont  of  this  lyne,  fro  the 
forseide  cenire  unto  the  bordnre,  is  clepid 
the  West  Lyne,  01  ellis  the  Lj-ne  Oed* 
dentale.  Now  hast  Ihou  here  the  Iburc 
quarters  of  thin  A!trolabie  divided  afier 
Ihe  fouce  principales  plages  or  quarters  of 
the  firmainent. 

6.  The  est  syde  of  thyn  Aslrolabie  is 
clepid  Ihe  right  syde,  and  ihe  west  syde 
is  clepid  the  lefie  syde,  Foteeie  not 
thys,  lilel  Lowys.  Pulle  the  rynge  of 
thyn  Aslrolabie  upon  Ihc  Ihonibe  of  thi 
rigbl  hoode,  and  ihan  wol  bis  right  side 


id  At  f  J  U  preceded  by 


.    u.  In  eirly  aliiuni 

1.  (i/Uuf/LrOucMSS. 

••■H   Jntdim,     IS,    «.nu.    ,u    ,x   , 

A  \a  menu  '  verv  thick  ptau.' 
iimidingorKi  Ri:  B.  *»/,  Ai  I<« 
nl^y  M,  Dd,  have  +. 


lie  lo«-ard  thi  liftc  side,  and  his  1 
wol  be  towaxd  thy  right  side.  !■ 
rcvrle  generall,  ks  wnel  on  the  In 
the  wotnbe  syde,  Uiion  the  emi' 
est  lyne,  as  I  first  seidc.  is  malLi- 
cms  ( + )  where  as  evcre  moo  gir  ■ 
considerid  theentriog  of  the  fuv  ■.  . 
whiche  the  sonne  aiiselh.  [*9j 

7.  Frothisliiel  cios{  +  liip  t;'Li . 
of  the  Lyne  Meridionall.  undcf  thi.- . 
shall  Ihoo^iiden  the  boriliuEdinilr-; 
degrees ;  and  by  that  siuoc  pro;.  1 
iseveiyqiiarlerof  thio  Astrt^hie  1: 
Over  Ihc  whiche  deijreis  tJicn 
noumbres  of  Augryin  thai  dhidii. 
same  degres  fro  5  to  5,  ns  shewilh  ' 
strikes  bitweoe.  Of  Khjebe  Vo^'-  ■■ 
the  space  tHiwene  contcnilh  a  niv 
and  every  degre  of  the  bordure  con  1 ' : 
minutes,  ihistoscien  mynutcs  of  11^  ''■ 

8.  Under  thecotnptu  of  thilLri!.. 
ben  writcD   the   names   of  the    I ' 
Signes :  as  Aries,  Taurus,  GcmiDi,  T. 
Leo,  \'irgo.  Libra,    Scorpio,   Sagi: 
Capricomus,  Aquaiius,  Pisces,      A 
nombre  of  the  d^rees  of  thoo  y^- 
writen  in  augiym  above,  aciil  iH'ti 
divisiouns  Iro  5  to  5,  dyvidid  fio  lym. 
lhesigDeentrithuiitothekiste(iilc(t?;  \' 
understonde  we]  [hat  these  dcgfcscih."' 
ben   ereriche   of  hem   contidicd   1'   '•■• 
tnyn1Itcs,Bnde^'e^y  myDuteof6osEa»«^ 
and  so  furthe  inio  smale  fraccioia  infaan. 
as  saith  Alkabucius.    And  Iberfiitt  \stm 
wel  that  a  degre  of  Ihe  bordure  contoa^t 
minutes,  andadegre  of  a  signecoMcoet^u 
minutes,  and  have  this  in  mjnuie. 

9.  Neil  ibis  loleiriih  the  Certl- 
Daies,  that  ben  ligured  in  majiere  <  -'~  1 
thai  coQIenen  in  noinbve  365,  dni>li  ' 
withlongesiiikesfro;  to  5.  and  the  n 
in  augrym  wrilcn  under  thai  ceKir 

10.  Next Ihecerdeoflhc  Jaietfi  I 
Ihe  Cercle  of  ihe  Names  of  tb«  M™.[], 
that   is   to   sayn   lannattitsi,   FcbtSM^ 
Marcius,  Aprilis,   Maiux.  IsniiH^  4AH 
Augustus,Srpieinber.October,  Nai^^H 
DcMinhct.    The  tumes  of  ttaovafliV 

Tor  Lemponi  ust  i^/mH^tg, 
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were  clepid  somme  for  her  propirtees 
and  somme  by  statutes  of  lordes  Arabiens, 
somme  by  othre  lordes  of  Rome.  [50] 
Eke  of  these  monthes  as  liked  to  lulius 
Cesar  and  to  Cesar  Augustus  somme  were 
coropouned  of  diverse  nombres  of  daies, 
as  lulic  and  August.  Than  hath  lanuarie 
31  daies,  Fcbruarie  28,  Marche  31,  Aprill 

30,  May  3 1 ,  lunius  30,  lulius  3 1 ,  Augustus 

31,  September  30,  October  31,  November 
30,  December  31.  Natheles  all  though 
that  lulius  Cesar  toke  2  daics  oute  of 
Feverer  and  putte  hem  in  his  monthe  of 
luyll,  and  Augustus  Cesar  clepid  the 
monthe  of  August  after  his  name  and 
ordeined  it  of  31  daies,  yit  t^uste  wel  that 
the  Sonne  dwellith  therfore  nevere  the 
morenelasse  inoon  signe  than  in  a-nother. 

11.  Thanfolewen  the  names  of  the  Holy 
Daies  in  the  Kalender,  and  next  hem  the 
lettres  of  the  A  B  C  on  whiche  thei  fallen. 

1 2.  Next  the  forseide  cercle  of  the  ABC, 
under  the  crosse  lyne,  is  marked  the  Skale 
in  manere  of  2  squyres,  or  ellis  in  manere 
of  laddres,  that  serveth  by  his  12  pointes 
and  his  dyvisiouns  of  fill  many  a  subtile 
conclusioun.  Of  this  forseide  skale  fro  the 
crosse  lyne  unto  the  verrey  angle  is  depid 
Umbra  Recta,  or  ellis  Umbra  Extensa,  and 
the  nethir  partie  is  clepid  Umbra  Versa. 

13.  Regit  la. — Than  hast  thou  a  brode 
Reule,  that  hath  on  either  ende  a  square 
plate  perced  wit  certein  holes,  somme  more 
and  somme  lasse,  to  receyve  the  stremes  of 
the  Sonne  by  day,  and  eke  by  mediacioun 
of  thin  eye  to  knowe  the  altitude  of  sterres 
by  night.  [57] 

14.  Axis. — Than  is  there  a  large  Pyn 
in  manere  of  an  extre,  that  goth  thorugh 
the  hole  that  halt  the  tables  of  the  clymates 
and  the  riet  in  the  wombe  of  the  moder. 

Equus. — Thorugh  whiche  pyn  ther  goth 

50W  wert  cie^id,  Bi  wen  cUpid  thus ;  Ai  R2 
ben  ccnsideryd;  Ri  were  yruen  ;  Br.  Edd.  taken 
ther  names. 

50.  lordes  Ara^'ens.Rn  A|  (var.)  c/erkjfs ;  B^ 
A3  Arahiens;^  Rl  Br.  Edd.  htuperours. 

53.  The  scribe  of  Bi  inserts  Latin  note  showing 
incorrectness  of  Chaucer's  statement. 

56.  Chaucer  or  first  copyist  has  made  mistake 
here,  the  name  of  the  lower  part  being  the  Umbra 
Recta,  that  of  the  upright  one  Umbra  Versa. 


a  litel  wegge,  whiche  that  is  clepid  the 
Hors,  that  streynith  all  these  parties  to 
hepe.  Thys  forseide  grete  pyn  in  manere 
of  an  extre  is  ymagyned  to  be  the  Pool 
Artik  in  thyn  Astralabie.  [60] 

15.  Secunda pars  astrolabii :  VcnUr. — 
The  wombe  syde  of  thyn  Astrelabie  is  also 
divided  with  a  longe  croys  in  4  quarters 
from  est  to  west,  fro  sou  the  to  northe,  fro 
right  syde  to  lefte  side,  as  is  the  bak- 
side. 

1 6.  The  bordure  of  whiche  wombe  side 
is  divided  fro  the  point  of  the  est  lyne  unto 
the  point  of  the  southe  lyne  under  the  ringe 
in  90  degrees ;  and  by  that  same  propor- 
cioun  is  every  quarter  divided,  as  is  the 
bak  side.  That  amountith  360  degrees. 
And  understonde  wel  that  degres  of  this 
bordure  ben  aunswering  and  consentrike 
to  the  degrees  of  the  Equinoxiall,  that  is 
dividid  in  the  same  nombre  as  every  othir 
cercle  is  in  the  high  hevene. 

This  same  bordure  is  dividid  also  with 

23  lettres  capitals  and  a  small  crosse  ( + ) 
above  the  south  lyne,  that  shewith  the 

24  houres  equals  of  the  clokke.  And,  as 
I  have  seid,  5  of  these  degres  maken  a 
myle  wey,  and  3  mileweie  maken  anhoure. 
And  every  degre  of  thys  bordure  contenith 
4  minutes,  and  every  minute  60  secundes. 
Now  have  I  tolde  the  twycs.  [65] 

17.  The  plate  under  the  riet  is  dis- 
crived  with  3  cercles,  of  whiche  the  leest 
is  clepid  the  Cercle  of  Cancre  by  cause 
that  the  heved  of  Cancre  tumith  evermo 
consentrik  upon  the  same  cercle.  In 
this  heved  of  Cancer  is  the  grettist  de- 
clinacioun  northward  of  the  sonne,  and 
therfore  is  he  clepid  Solsticium  of  Somer  ; 
whiche  declinacioun  after  Ptholomc  is  23 
degrees  and  50  minutes  as  wel  in  Cancer 
as  in  Capricorn.  This  signe  of  Cancer 
is  clepid  the  Tropik  of  Somer  of  Iropos^ 
that  is  to  seien  *ageynward.*  For  than 
l>eginneth  the  sonne  to  passcn  from 
us  ward.  [70] 

67.  3  cercles y  Bj  iropik  cercles;  Mi  Ddi  3 
t  ropical  cercles  ;  Ri  3  principal  cercles, 

67.  Chaucer  begins  here  to  expand  Messahala's 
Description  with  extracts  from  John  de  Sacro- 
bosco's  TractatMS  de  Spfuera. 
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^The  myddel  oerde  in  wyiinc&ii-iidliisc 

^  ts  dt^liij  ihc  Ccrciu  Hiiuiiioxiall,  u|>i>n 

"■  (rhichc   lutnilh  etfcrmo   ihe  beirejes  of 

Aries  nnJ  Libra,     And  undetslondu  wcl 

that  evirrma  ihysCercleEquinoxisll  lumith 

iustly  from  verrey  rat  to  verrey  west  bs  I 

have   shewed    the    in    the   speer    solide. 

Thii  same  cercic  is  clejnd  also  ihu  Weyer 

of  Ihe  day  ;  for  whan  the  aunne  is  in  ihe 

heved«  of  Aries  and  Libra,  than  ben  the 

dayes  and    the  nighles  ylike   of  lenphe 

i  n  all  the  worlde.      And  iherfoie  ben  tbeac 

1  signes  called  ihe  tAjuinoniis.     And  ulle 

thai  mtwveili  wilhinne   the   hcvcdet   -if 

these  Aries  and  Libra,   his  cnoevyiif;  b 

'd  NorthwMd  i  and  alle  thai  moevUh 

e  these  hevedes,   his  moevyii)>  is 

pid  Soulhwaid,  as  fro  the  equinoxiall. 

'  e  kepc  of  these  laliludes  North  And 

Ih.indforBelcilnau  (tj)   Bylhiscetcli: 

IjlHinoxiall  ben  considrL-d  Ihe  24  buuies 

)f  the  cUikke,  foi  evermo  (he  orisyng  of 

9  degrees  of  the  equinoxiitll  iniLkith  an 

pare  equal  »f  the  clakkc.     This  cqui- 

StiallisclejNdihcgurduloftiielirstmacV' 

{,orellisoflheiusiini>cvitble.    Andnatc 

It  Uie  (iist  mocvyng  u  clepid  mocvyng  uf 

it  first  moevabU  of  Ihe  8  sp«r,  whiche 

nring  is  froni  est  in-lo  west,  and  eftc 

est.     Also  il  is  clepid  gitdel 

i  the  lirst  moeving  for  it  depulilh  Ihe 

A  mocvable,  that  is  lo  seyn  the  spere, 

>  ilike  partycs  evenc  dislanlei  fro 

W  poles  <>f  this  world. 

B^-  TI1C  widest  of  these  J  principal  cercles 

\.  clepid   Ihe   Cercle   of  Capricorne  hy 

— K  that  the  heved  of  Caprieorne  lumiih 

mto  conientrik  upon  (he  same  cercle. 

j  Ihe  heved  of  this  forscide  Caprieorne 

i  the  gtetlist  rteclinadoun  soiiihward  tif 

the  Sonne,  and  Iherfiire  ii  is  cle|iiil  ibe 

SoUiiciuio   of  Wynter.      This   sJipie   of 

Ca|iricsirne  is  also  cle|^  Ihe  Tropic  of 


Wynlcr,  far  Ihan  liegj-nticlb  ibeic 
come  ftgc^-n  to  uswaid.   [tuj 

iS.    Upon    this     farsexlc 
conipawed  cctieyn   codes  i' 
Almycanlecas,  of  whidie  son 
semen  parfil  i^i^cles   and    scii 
inporfiL       The     centre     ttu 
Btnyddes  the  narWest   cercle  la  C 
Cenyth.     And    ihe    ncIhaiM   ■ 
the   first  cercle,   'v,  dcpid  (be  \ 
thai  is  (ti  seyn  ihc  cercle  (' 
the  iwo  emyspciics,  Ilial  is  1 
the  hevcne  above  ihc  erthc  am)  d 
by-nelhe.     Thcsealmykantcntl 
powncd  by  %  and  3,  tiji  be  M  a 
■liverse  AstrelaUca  s 
hen  divided  by  oon, 
and  some  by  thre,  after  ttte  ^_ 
Ihe  A^lrelBlue,     This  foischlc  C 
ymagincd  to  boo  the  teticy  p 
crawne  of   lldn    hevcd.      And  t 
Cenylh  is  ihe  vctiay  {mil  of  lliea 
in  every  regioun.   [bs" 

19.   l-'roni  this  cc'nylh,  >»  il  1 
there  cunivn  a  nuutcl  crokcd  M  ' 
tu  the  cluxtes  of  a  loppe,  i 
werke  of  a  wiunniaiu  caJlc, 
uverlwort  ihc  almykonlcn^ 
»me  Klrikes    or    diviskiiM    ' 
Aiimules,  and  thvi  dividcD  I 
iif  ihin  AnreUUe  in  34  di*t 
these  luymulcs  scrven  to  km>i 
of  the  Armamcnl,  and  to  « 
xiouits,  as  forto  knovre  ihc  c 
sciniiu  and  of  every  stem. 

30.  Ni:xtl}KMBZ]nnulc«uiid«i^ 
of  Cancer  lien  ihcrc  I 
muche  like  to  the  slia|i  vt  ibe  a 
that  shewen  ihc  spaces  of  the  h 
plarieles.  [„] 

z:.  .rffXHAi.  —  The  liei  of  ihi 
labie  with  thy  nxliak,  shape 
of  n  net  or  rf  »  lopwcbbc  a 
dcscripdoun,  whichc  thou  ■ 
lip  and  doiin  is  thiself  Ukclh,  c 
reilein  nombre  iif  Klerres  ' 
longitudes  and  laiituden  d 
be  that  the  nakct  have  not  ei . 
names  iif  the  slerict   lien  mimtl 


i.arey" 


rl  there  as  Ibd  d 


whiche  iUna  ihc  smale  point  U  cicpid 
ihe  cenlre.  And  uadetstonde  also  Ihnl 
alle  ihesletris  nlling  wilh-in  the  Zodiakof 

I  hin  AsUclabic  ben  de[»d  Sicrics  i>f  Ihc 
"m  iiih,  for  ihei  arise  by  notlhc  the  est  lyae. 

\n-\  ill  the  remenaunl  fixed  outu  of  the 
■  K  l]al(  ben  clcjnd  Sterres  o(  the  Soulli. 
I'M  I  wie  not  thai  ihei  arisen  alle  by 
suulhe  the  csl  lyne ;  wilnesse  on  Aide- 
beian  and  Aleomeyse.  [97]  Ceneittly  un- 
ilerslondc  Ihts  rewle,  Ihiil  thilkc  sierra 
thai  ben  clepid  Sterres  of  the  Ni>ilh  arisen 
ralhcr  than  the  di^re  of  her  longitude,  snd 
.ille  the  Slerres  of  the  Soulh  arisen  1 
ihc  degre  of  her  longitude— this  b  Loseya 
-loires  fine"!  in  Ihyn  Asirtlnbic.  The 
meaiue  of  Ihe  lotiEilude  of  sfeires  is  taken 
ill  the  Lyne  Ecliplih  of  hcvene,  under 
whiche  lyne  whan  that  Ihc  sonnc  and  the 
mone  be  lyne-righl,  or  cUis  in  the  super- 
ride  of  this  lyne,  than  is  ihc  eclipse  of  ihe 
Sonne  or  of  the  mine,  as  I  shal  declare 
jnd  eke  Ihe  cause  why.  Bui  sothely  Ihe 
ircliplik  lyne  of  thy  EOdiak  is  the  uUerisl 

I I  irdure  of  (hy  zodiak  there  the  degrees  he 
marked.   [■«,) 

Thy  Zoiliak  at  Ihin  Astrelabie  is  shapen 
.IS  B  cumpas  whiche  that  conlenilh  a  la^e 
}prede  as  after  Ihe  qilanlile  of  thyn  AsUe- 
l.ibie,  in  enfiaumple  that  the  zudiak  in 
lievcitc  is  ymagyned  to  ben  a  superfice 
nintenyngalatitudeof  12  degrees,  where- 
I'i  alle  the  remenannl  of  ccrcles  in  the 
lifvene  ben  ymagyned  vcney  lynes  wilh- 
niiLi^  eny  lalilude.  Amlddes  this  celestial 
rixliok  ii  ynia^ned  a  lyne  whiche  that  is 
I  T<.-pid  the  ICclipiik  Lyne,  under  whiche 
lyne  is  evermo  Ihe  weye  of  Ihe  sonne. 
Thus  ben  there  6  dt^res  of  the  lodlak  on 
iliat  00  syde  of  the  lyric  and  6  degrees 
nn  ihit  oihir.  This  zodiak  is  divided  in 
J 1  jirincipMie  divisiouns  that  departen  Ihc 
I  2  signes,  and,  for  Ihe  slreitnesse  of  Ihin 
Asirulabie,  than  is  every  smal  Uivisioun  in 


n  signc  deported  by  two  degrees  and  two, 
I  mene  degreis  conlenyng  6a  mynute^. 
And  this  forseide  hevenysshe  xodiak  a 
clepiil  the  Cercle  of  the  Signes,  or  the 
Cercleaf  lheBcs1es,fbr  'lodia'in language 
of  Greke  sownelh '  besies '  in  I.alyn  tunge. 
And  in  the  lodiak  ben  the  it  signes  that 
lian  names  of  bestcs.  or  ellis  for  whan  the 
sonnc  enlrilh  into  eny  of  Iho  signes  he 
lakith  Ihe  propirle  of  suche  bestcs,  or  ellis 
for  that  the  sterres  that  ben  ther  lixed  ben 
disposid  in  dgncs  of  bestcs  or  shape  like 
bestes,  or  elles  whan  the  planetes  ben 
under  Ihiike  signe:^  thei  causen  its  by  her 
influence  operaciouns  and  effectcs  like  lo 
the  Qpcraciouns  of  beslcs.  (los] 

And  underslonde  also  (hat  whan  an 
bote  fJanelc  cometh  into  an  hole  signe, 
than  encresilh  his  hele  ;  and  yf  a  planete 
be  culdc,  than  amenusilh  ha  coldenesse 
by  cause  of  the  hoot  s^nc.  And  by 
thys  conclusioun  nuist  thou  take  en- 
saumple  in  atle  Ihe  s^nes,  be  thei  moist 
or  diie,  or  moebic  or  fixe,  leknyng  the 
qualite  of  the  planele  as  I  first  seide.  And 
everiche  of  these  ix  signes  bath  respeclc 
lo  a  certcyn  parcel  of  the  body  of  a  man, 
and  hath  it  in  govemaunce,  as  Aries  hath 
thin  heved,  and  Taunis  thy  nekke  and 
Ihy  thtole,  Gemini  thin  armeholes  and 
ihin  armes,  and  so  futthe  as  shal  be 
shcwid  more  pleyn  in  the  5  parlie  of  this 

This  lodiak,  whiche  thai  is  parte  iif  the 
S  speer,  overkervith  the  equinoxial,  and  he 
overkcrvilh  him  ageyn  in  cvene  parlies  ; 
and  that  00  half  declinelh  southward; 
and  Ibal  olhir  northward,  as  pldnly 
declarith  the  Tretys  of  the  Speer. 

31.  LaM/um. — ThanhasI  thou  a  Label 
that  is  Ebapcn  like  a  reule,  save  that  it  is 
streight  and  halh  no  plates  on  either  cnde 
wiib  holes.  But  with  l)ie  smale  point  of 
the  forseide  label  shall  thou  calcute  thin 
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cquaciouns  in  the  bordure  of  thin  Astra- 
labie,  as  by  thin  Almury.  [115] 

23.  Dcnticulus.  — Thin  Almur)-  is 
clepid  the  Denticle  of  Capricome  or  ellis 
the  Calculer.  This  same  almury  sitt  fixe 
in  the  hcved  of  Capricome,  and  it  serveth 
of  many  a  necessaric  conclusioun  in  equa* 
cions  of  thinges  as  shal  be  shewid. 

Here  endith  the  descripcioun  of  the 
Astrelabie  and  here  begyntu  the  conclusions 
of  the  Astrelabie, 


Part  II 

I.  Conclusio.  To  fynde  the  degre  in 
whiche  the  sonne  is  day  by  day,  after 
his  cotirs  abouie 

Rekne  and  knowe  whiche  is  the  day  of 
thy  monthe,  and  ley  thy  rcwle  up  that  same 
day,  and  than  wol  the  verrey  poynt  of  thy 
rewle  sitten  in  the  bordure  ujxjn  the  degre 
of  thy  Sonne. 

Ensample  as  thus  : — The  yeer  of  oure 
lord  1 39 1 ,  the  1 2  day  of  Marcheatmidday, 
I  wolde  knowe  the  dej;re  of  the  sonne.  I 
soughte  in  the  Imkhalf  of  myn  Astrelabie 
and  fonde  the  Cerclc  of  the  Daies,  the 
whiche  I  knowe  by  the  names  of  the  monthes 
writcn  under  the  same  cercle.  Tho  leyde 
I  my  rcule  over  this  forseide  day,  and  fonde 
the  point  of  my  rcule  in  the  bordure  upon 
the  firste  degre  of  Aries,  a  litel  with -in 
the  degre.  And  thus  knowe  I  this  con- 
clusioun.  [121] 

A-nothir  day  I  wolde  knowen  the  degre 
of  my  Sonne,  and  this  was  at  midday  in 
the  13  day  of  December.  I  fonde  the  day 
of  the  monthe  in  mancrc  as  I  scide  ;  tho 
leide  I  my  rewle  upon  this  forseide  13  day, 
and  fonde  the  point  of  my  rewle  in  the  bor- 
dure \\\)ox\  the  firste  degre  of  Capricome 
alite  with-in  the  degre.  And  than  had  I 
of  this  conclusioun  the  ful  exj)erience. 

118.  ;//,  W\  \\  A.J  R-j  Ilr.  Edd.  ufion  ;  15._»  of. 
iny.   Probably  the  date  at  which  Chaucer  was 
writinK. 

lao.  ktiou>(,  \'t  n.j  Hr.  Edd.  knnv. 
121.  knoxvc,  U-2  R'j  Br.  Edd.  knew. 


2.  Conclusio.      To  knowe  the  altitmitaf 
the  sonne  or  of  atkre  cdestial  bodies 

Putte  the  rj-nge  of  th>Ti  Astrelabie  apon 
thy  right  thombe,  and  tume  thi  lifte  sfde 
age3m  the  light  of  the  sonne  ;  and  remewe 
thy  rewle  up  and  doun  til  that  the  stzems 
of  the  sonne  shine  thorugh  bothe  holes  of 
thi  rewle.  Loke  than  how  many  degrees 
thy  rule  is  areised  fro  the  litel  crois  opoo 
thin  est  lyne,  and  take  there  the  altitude  d 
thi  sonne.  And  in  this  same  wise  mist 
thow  knowe  by  night  the  altitude  of  the 
mone  or  of  brigfate  sterres.    [127] 

This  chapitre  is  so  generall  evoe  in  ogo 
that  there  nedith  no  more  dedaiadoan ; 
but  forgete  it  not. 

3.  Conclusio,     To  knowe  every  tyme  efthe 

dc^  by  light  of  the  sonne  ;  and  every 
tyme  of  the  nyght  by  ike  sterres  fse : 
and  ehe  to  knowe  by  nyghi  or  by  day 
the  degre  of  eny  signe  that  aseenditk 
on  the  est  orisonte,  that  is  clepid  C9- 
monly  the  ascendent,  or  ellis  ker9- 
scopum 

Take  the  altitude  of  the  sonne  whan  the 
list,  as  I  have  seide,  and  sette  the  degre 
of  the  sonne,  in  caas  that  it  be  beforoe  the 
myddel  of  the  day,  amonge  thyn  almy- 
kanteras  on  the  est  syde  of  thin  Astrebbie; 
and  if  it  be  after  the  myddel  of  the  day, 
sette  the  degre  of  thy  sonne  upon  the  iwst 
syde.  Take  this  manere  of  setlyng  for  a 
general  mle,  ones  for  evere.  And  whan 
thou  hast  sette  the  degre  of  thy  sonne  upon 
as  many  almykanteras  of  height  as  was  the 
altitude  of  the  sonne  taken  by  thy  rule, 
ley  over  thi  label  upon  the  degre  of  the 
sonne ;  and  than  wol  the  point  of  thi  labelle 
sitte  in  the  Iwrdure  upon  the  verrey  tyde 
of  the  day.  [132] 

Ensample  as  thus  : — The  yerc  of  cure 
lord  1 39 1,  the  12  day  of  Marche,  I  woWe 
knowe  the  tyde  of  the  day.  I  tokc  the 
altitude  of  my  sonne,  and  fonde  that  it  was 
25  degrees  and  30  of  minutes  of  height  in 

123.  In  .\<{  .\dd.  3303  Br.  Edd.  a  spurious  coo- 
clusio  is  inserted  here. 

134.  of  minuifs^  Vt\  Bj  Rj  Br.  Edd.  omit  tf; 
perhaps  an  imitation  of  trigiHta.  winutormm. 
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the  bordure  on  the  bak  side.  Tho  turned 
I  myn  Astrelabye,  and  by  cause  that  it  was 
befome  mydday,  I  turned  my  riet  and  sette 
the  degre  of  the  sonne,  that  is  to  seyn  the 
first  degre  of  Aries,  on  the  right  side  of 
myn  Astrelabye  upon  25  degrees  and  30 
mynutes  of  height  among  myn  almykan- 
teras.  Tho  leide  I  my  label  upon  the 
degre  of  my  sonne,  and  fonde  the  point 
of  my  label  in  the  bordure  upon  a  capitate 
lettre  that  is  clepid  an  X.  Tho  rekned 
I  alle  the  capitale  lettres  fro  the  lyne  of 
mydnight  unto  this  forseide  lettre  X,  and 
fonde  that  it  was  9  of  the  clokke  of  the  day. 
Tho  loked  I  doun  upon  the  est  orizonte, 
and  fonde  there  the  20  d^rc  of  Geminis 
ascendyng,  whiche  that  I  toke  for  myn 
ascendent.  And  in  this  wise  had  I  the 
experience  for  evermo  in  whiche  manere 
I  shulde  knowe  the  tyde  of  the  day  and 
eke  myn  ascendent.  [139] 

Tho  wolde  I  wite  the  same  nyght 
folewyng  the  houre  of  the  nyght,  and 
wroughte  in  this  wise  : — Among  an  heepe 
of  sterres  fixe  it  liked  me  for  to  take  the 
altitudeofthe&ire  whitesterre  that  is  clepid 
Alhabor,  and  fonde  hir  sittyng  on  the  west 
side  of  the  lyne  of  midday,  1 2  degrees  of 
heighte  taken  by  my  rewle  on  the  bak  side. 
Tho  sette  I  the  centre  of  this  Alhabor  upon 
1 2  degrees  amonge  myn  almykanteras  upon 
the  west  side,  by  cause  that  she  was  founde 
on  the  west  side.  Tho  leyde  I  my  label 
over  the  degre  of  the  sonne,  that  was 
discendid  under  the  west  orisounte,  and 
rekned  all  the  lettres  capitals  fro  the  lyne 
of  midday  unto  the  point  of  my  label  in 
the  bordure,  and  fonde  that  it  was  passed 
9  of  the  clokke  the  space  of  10  degrees. 
Tho  lokid  I  doun  upon  myn  est  orisounte, 
and  fonde  ther   10  degrees  of  Scorpius 

138.  doun  u^ortf  Ai  A«  B3  Rj  on. 

138.  GetntHUt  so  in  MSS. 

141.  12  degreeSf  Ri  (whose  numerals  are  not 
trust wcM^y)  Ddi  (corrected  later)  A2  Edd.  /«? 
degrees;  similarly  in  143,  except  that  18  added 
later  in  K\. 

143.  go/  the  clokke^  Ddi  reads  8;  Ri  s  .*  Ao 
B3  R2  Kdd.  7. 

X43'  to  degfxes^  Ddi  ^1  ^^^'^  '*  A3  B2  R2 
F.dd.  //. 

144.  to  degrees  0/  Scorpius ^  Ddi  23  degrees  0/ 


ascendjTig,  whom  I  toke  for  myn  ascendent. 
And  thus  lemed  I  to  knowe  onys  for  evere 
in  whiche  manere  I  shuld  come  to  the  houre 
of  the  nyght,  and  to  myn  ascendent,  as 
verrely  as  may  be  taken  by  so  smal  an 
instrument.  [145] 

But  natheles  this  rule  in  generall  wol  I 
wame  the  for  evere : — Nemake  the  nevere 
bolde  to  have  take  a  just  ascendent  by  thin 
Astrelabie,  or  clles  to  have  sette  justly  a 
clokke,  whan  eny  celestial  body  by  whiche 
that  thou  wenyst  governe  thilke  thinges  be 
nigh  the  southe  lyne.  For  tniste  wel  whan 
the  sonne  is  nygh  the  meridional  lyne,  the 
degre  of  the  sonne  renneth  so  longe  con- 
sentrike  upon  the  almykanteras  that  sothly 
thou  shalt  erre  fro  the  just  ascendent.  The 
same  conclusion  sey  I  by  the  centre  of  eny 
sterre  fixe  by  nyght.  And,  more  over,  by 
experience  I  wote  wel  that,  in  our 
orisounte,  fi'om  xi  of  the  clokke  unto  oon 
of  the  clokke  in  taking  of  a  iust  ascendent 
in  a  portatif  Astrelabie  it  Ls  harde  to  knowe 
— I  mene  from  xi  of  the  clokke  before  the 
houre  of  noon  til  oon  of  the  clokke  next 
folewyng.  [150] 

4 .  A  special  dcclaracioun  of  the  Ascendent 

The  Ascendent  sothly,  as  wel  in  alle 
Nativites  as  in  questions  and  eleccions  of 
tymes.  Is  a  thingc  which  that  these  Astro- 
logicns  gretly  observen.  Wherfore  me 
semeth  convenyent,  syth  that  I  speke  of 
the  Ascendent,  to  make  of  it  speciall 
declaracioun. 

The  Ascendent,  sothly  to  take  it  at  the 
largest,  is  thilke  degre  that  ascend i that  eny 
of  these  forseide  tymes  upon  the  est  ori- 
sounte. And  therfore,  }'f  that  eny  planete 
ascende  at  thatt  same  tyme  in  thilke  forseide 
degre,  than  hath  he  no  latitude  fro  the 
ecliptik  lyne,  but  he  is  than  in  the  d^re 
of  the  ecliptik  whiche  that  is  the  degre  of 
his  longitude.  Men  sayn  that  planete  is 
In  Horoscope. 

Libra  ;  Ri  R?  Edd.  20  degrees  0/  Libra  ;  Ra  12 
degrees  of  Libra ;  Mi  10  decrees  of  Taurus. 

154.  degre t  Mi  Ddi  latitude;  Dd.j  Ri  same 
degre;  B2  Rj  orizonte;  corr.  of  Ri  (var.)  A._i 
latitude  oryzont. 

154.  degre  .  .  .  degre ^  MSS.  except  Bi  omit. 
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But  3othly  Ihp  House  <iF  Asccnilcnt. 
thai  u  to  seyn  ihc  firsl  hous  or  th«  csl 
angle,  is  a  thing*  more  brod*  hiuI  large. 
For,  after  the  stalling  of  Aslroli^ens, 
what  cclraliiil  body  that  if  5  iltgrees 
above  thilke  degre  that  ascendith.  or  with 
inne  Ihal  nombrc,  thai  i>  lo  scyn  necr 
the  degree  that  ascendith,  yit  rcknc 
theytliilke  pkncte  in  the  ascendent,  [i^] 
And  whal  jilanele  that  is  under  (hilkc- 
degte  that  ascendith  thespaceoft  jdegres, 
yit  si^n  Ihci  that  Ihilkc  ploncie  is  'like  lo 
him  that  is  the  Houj  of  the  Ascendent.' 
Bntsolhly,  if  he  passe  the  boundesnrihesc 
fnrieide  spaces,  al)ove  orbynethe,  thci  seyn 
that  the  plunele  is  '  bllyng  (ro  llie 
ojiccndcnt.'  Yitsaien  Ihoe  Aslrologiens 
ihat  the  ascendent  and  eke  Itie  lord;  of  ihc 
ascendent  may  be  shapen  forlo  be  forlunat 
or  infortuDal,  As  thus: — A  'forluital 
nscenden  t '  cicpen  they  wlun  that  no  wicked 
|>1uncle,  as  Salume  or  Mais  or  elles  the 
Taylc  of  Ihe  Dragoun,  is  in  the  hoiiM  of 
the  acccndeni,  ne  that  no  wicked  planele 
have  nwMi  aspect  of  encmyte  upon  Ihe 
ascendent.  But  thei  wol  caste  that  thci 
have  a  fortunat  planete  in  hir  ascendent, 
and  yit  in  his  fclicile ;  and  (han  say  ihei 
timt  it  is  wcl.  [.6.) 

Further  over  thci  sCyn  that  the  infor- 
liinyng  of  an  ascendent  is  Ihe  contrarie  of 
these  forseide  thinges.  The  Lord  of  the 
Ascendent  sey  thci  that  he  is  fortunat  whan 
he  is  In  godc  place  fro  the  ascendent,  as  in 
an  angle,  or  In  a  succidcnt  where  as  he  is 
in  hys  dignileond  comfortid  with  frendly 
aspectesof|ilane[esandweltesceyved;  and 
cliv  thai  he  may  seen  Ihe  ascendent :  and 
ihnt  he  tie  not  lein^nul,  no  combust,  ne 
joyneil  with  no  shrewe  in  Ihe  same  signe ; 
ne  that  be  l)e  not  in  his  disceacioun,  ne 
)oyned  with  no  planele  in  his  descendoun, 
nc  hare  njioH  him  noon  asi>ecl  infortnnal ; 
and  than  sey  the!  that  he  is  well.  [16s] 

Nathdes   these   ben   ubservaunces  of 

Lidiciid  malereand  rylesofpayens in  which 

Bmy  Rpirit  bath  no  feith,  ne  knowing  of  her 


DthalBB' 


hsTsicapum.       For   Ihey  seyn  Ihi: 
signeisdepartld  in  threnmc  pufti- 
degrees,  and  IliQke  porcioun  they  c 
face.     And  al  though  that  a  pUiid' 
a  latitude  fio  (he  ecliprik,  )4t  iry  ^ 
fulke,  so  that  the  planete 
signe  wilh  eny  d^;te  of  the  fbrseide  I 
which  hi<ilan0liidciirckiied,  that 
planete  in  kuvstafa,  be  it 
in  elecdon  cic.  [<68] 

5.  CmKlmia,  To  tacTiv  rf*  nrrn 
efuanBun  of  Iht  degn  9f  ttt  a*" 
yf  it  it  that  it  falti  Utwtmt  tJtju 
almykatiuroi 

For  as  tnuche  aslheslmykanmaiinllii 
Astielabie  ben  com)>:i  wneil  by  (noHid  no, 
where  as  somme  almyluuiiems  in  toeiij 
astrehibics  lie  compowned  fay  1  and  i,ti 
elles  by  J  and  J,  it  is  neccsaric  M  % 
lemyng  lo  teche  Ihe  fin)  |i>  koowt  wti 
woike  with  ihin  nwne  iiuinimaiL  Who- 
fore  whan  that  the  degie  of  (hi  cuiuiefallM 
bytwiie  2  almykantcras,  or  cilit  jf  iMa 
almykanlenu  ben  graven  with  ova  pel « 
poynt  of  a  compos  (Ibr  bolbe  (bete  lUl^ 
maycsusenermuiaswel  in  knowing ellbc 
tidcoftheday,  asofihe  verrejruoQDdmL 
thou  must  worken  in  this  wise  ; — [iro] 

Sette  the  degre  of  thy  sonneupon  ibel^ 
b1  niykant  erasofbothe,  and  way  tc  wd  «ha< 
as  thin  almury  touchith  the  bordurc  mI 
setle  there  a  prikke  of  jmkc.      Se«  dan 
agasm  th  edegrc  of thcsunne  upon  the  nMlt 
almykantcras   of  bolhe,   and    j<:ii   ihcir 
another pricke.    Renievcth 
inthebordurccveneomidil..  - 
nndthiswolledejustly  thrill 
to  nlte  atwixG  Ijothc  aim)  i      > 
right  place.      Ley  than  ihy  la 
deereorihisonne,aiu]fyndeiniiBb^ 
the  vctrcy  tydc  of  the  day,  or  of  th 
And  as  vcimily  shall  thoo  lyinle  tx^ 
est  orisonte  ihin  ascendent,  [im] 
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6.  To  knowe  the  sprynge  of  the  daweityng 

and  the  emic  of  the  evenyng  the 
whiche  ben  called  the  two  crepnsciiles 

Sette  the  nadir  of  thy  sonne  upon  i8 
degrees  of  height  amonge  thyn  almykan- 
teras  on  the  west  side ;  and  ley  thy  label  on 
the  degre  of  thy  sonne,  and  than  shal  the 
point  of  thy  label  shewen  the  sprynge  of  the 
day.  AlsosetthenaderofthysonneuponiS 
degrees  of  height  among  thin  almykanteras 
on  the  est  side,  and  ley  over  thy  label  ujx)n 
the  degre  of  the  sonne,  and  with  the  |X)int 
of  thy  label  f)'nde  in  the  bordure  the  ende 
of  the  evenyng,  that  is  vcrrey  nyght. 

The  nader  of  the  sonne  is  thilke  degre 
that  is  opposyt  to  the  degre  of  the  sonne  in 
the  7  signe.  As  thus  : — every  degre  of 
Aries  by  ordirisnadirtoeverydegreof  Libra 
byordre,and  Taurus  to  Scorpioun,  Gemini 
to  Sagittarie,  Cancer  to  Capricorn,  Leo  to 
Aquarie,  Virgo  to  Pisces.  And  yif  eny 
degre  in  thy  zodiak  Ix:  derke,  his  nndir 
shal  declare  hym.  [179] 

7.  Conelusio.      To  knowe  the  Arch  of  the 

Day,  that  some  folke  callen  the  Day 
Artificial^  fro  sonne  arisyng  tyl  it  go 
to  reste 

Sette  the  degre  of  thi  sonne  upon  thin 
est  orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label  on  the  degre 
of  the  Sonne  and  at  the  point  of  thy  lal)el 
in  the  bordure  sette  a  pricke.  Tume  than 
thy  net  aboute  tyl  the  degre  of  the  sonne 
sitte  upon  the  west  orisonte,  and  ley  thy 
label  upon  the  same  degre  of  the  sonne, 
and  at  the  poynt  of  thy  label  sette  there  a 
nother  pricke.  Kekne  than  the  quantite 
of  tyme  in  the  bordure  bitwixe  bothe 
prickes,and  take  there  thyn  arch  of  the  day. 
The  remenaunt  of  the  bordure  under  the 
orisonte  is  the  arch  of  the  nyght.  Thus 
maist  thou  rekne  bothe  arches  or  every 
porcioun  of  whether  that  the  liketh.  A  nd 
by  this  manere  of  worching  maist  thou  se 
how  longe  that  eny  sterre  Bxe  dwelleth 


180.  Rubric  g9  to  retU^  Aj  Ur.  golh  tfoun. 
The  former  \%  Cnaucer's  usual  expression ;  cp. 
TaieSt  A  30,  A  1779. 


above  the  erihe,  fro  t}Tne  that  he  risith  til 
he  go  to  rest.  But  the  day  natural,  that 
is  to  seyn  24  houres,  is  the  revolucioun  of 
the  equinoxial  with  as  muchc  partic  of  the 
ztKliak  as  the  sonne  of  his  propre  moeving 
possilh  in  the  mcne  while.  [185] 

8.  Cowlusio,      To  tume  the  houres  in- 

equales  in  houres  equates 

Knowe  the  nombre  of  the  degrees  m  the 
houres  inequales,  and  dejiart  hem  by  15, 
and  take  there  thin  houres  equates. 

9.  Cofulusio.      To   knowe   the    quantite 

of  the   day  vulgar,  that  is  to  seyn 
fro  sprynge  of  the  day  unto  verrey 
nyght 

Knowe  the  quantite  of  thy  crepuscules, 
as  I  have  taught  in  the  chapitre  before,  and 
adde  hem  to  the  arch  of  thy  day  aitiBcial, 
and  take  there  the  space  of  alle  the  hool 
day  vulgar  unto  verrey  night.  The  same 
manere  maist  thou  worche  to  knowe  the 
quantite  of  the  vulgar  nyght.  [188] 

10.  Conelusio,      To  kftoTtie  the  quantite  of 

houres  inequales  by  day 

Understonde  wel  that  these  houres 
inequales  ben  clepid  houres  of  planetes. 
And  understonde  wel  that  som  tyme  ben 
thei  lenger  by  day  than  by  night,  and  som 
tyme  the  conlrarie.  But  understonde  wel 
that  evermo  generaly  the  houre  inequal  of 
the  day  with  the  houre  inequal  of  the  night 
contenen  30  degrees  of  the  bordure,  whiche 
bordure  is  evermo  answer}'ng  to  the  degrees 
of  the  equinoxial.  Wherfore  departe  the 
arch  of  the  day  artificial  in  12,  and  take 
there  the  quantite  of  the  houre  inequal  by 
day.  And  if  thou  abate  the  quantite  of 
the  houre  inequal  by  day  out  of  30,  than 
shal  the  remenaunt  that  lerithjxirforme  the 
houre  inequal  by  night.  [193] 

184.  /ro  tyme^  Aj  W»  Rj  Vix./ro  iht  tyme. 
188.  Knowe  the^  Ri  A^  Kncwe  thon  the. 
i<)o.  A  rut  $tm/er$t0m/e,  Bi  7'Ais  umtertionde ; 
Bq  omits  And. 
191.  contenen ^  A*  Rj  llr.  contenvth. 
>93'  30%  ^\  A'j  By  Ro  Br.  Th.  jw  degrees. 
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The  qimniile  of  hmircs  equals,  ih«i  is 
lo  ^yn  (he  houics  of  Ihe  clokkc,  ben 
departid  by  1 5  degreesal  redy  in  the  bordure 
of  thin  AstieUbf  as  wel  by  night  as  by 
clay, gencialy for en-ere.  WiTialnedith  more 
ilecUracioun  ? 

Whnfore  whan  Ihe  lift  to  knowe  how 
many  hourcs  of  the  eloltkc  ben  passed,  or 
cny  part  of  eny  of  these  houies  that  ben 
passed,  oiellLshow  many  houres  or  jxuiies 
ot  houres  ben  lo  come  fro  suche  ■  lyme  lo 
suche  a  tyme  by  day  or  by  nighl,  knowe 
Ihe  degre  of  Ihy  sonnc,  and  Icy  Ihy  label 
on  it  TuTDe  Ihy  ryet  aboule  juynlly  with 
Ihy  label,  and  with  Ihe  poynl  of  ii  rekne 
in  the  bordure  fro  Ihe  sonne  arise  unio  Ihal 
same  place  Ihcre  ihou  desiiisl,  by  day  as 
by  nyght.  This  conclu^oun  wol  I  declare 
in  the  last  chajrilrc  of  the  4  Partie  of  this 
tretys  so  openly  that  there  shal  lakke  no 
woide  thai  nedith  to  the  declatacioun.  [19B] 
Tl.  Conrlusio,  Special  Detlaraiinm  of 
till  houris  of  planetii 

Underslonde  wel  that  erermD,  fro  the 
arlsyng  of  Ihe  Sonne  til  it  go  to  rest,  the 
nadir  of  the  sonne  shsl  shewe  the  houre  of 
ihe  planele,  and  fro  that  tymc  forward  al 
Ihenight  til  ihesonnearisc  ;  thanshalthe 
verrey  degre  of  the  sonne  shewe  the  houre 
of  the  planete. 

Ensample  as  Ihus : — The  xiij  day  of 
Marche  fyl  upon  a  Saturday,  peravenlute, 
and  alte  risytig  of  the  sonne  I  fonde  ihe 
secundc  degre  of  Aries  sittyng  upon  myn 
esl  onsonte,  al  be  it  Ihal  it  was  but  hiel. 
Than  fonde  I  the  a  degre  of  Libra,  nadir 
of  my  Sonne,  diicending  on  my  west  ori- 
sonle,  upon  whichc  west  onsonte  every  day 
g«nenily  atie  sonne  arist  enlrith  the  houre 
of  every  plnnete,  after  whiche  planelu  the 

19B.  Cn,  '  Ouoru  mrt'  in  Ctiauixr's  Inirod. 
.99.  Til.  ■  Hmir«Df  Pl«„.i«'  »  a  mjlltt  of 
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ui'Stii 


depending  on  the  f. 

ce  a  ptuiicutBT  &Af  of  tlw  week. 

The  ijlh  or  Mardi  Ml  on  •  Snlun] 
ndinngj.  


day  beriih  his  nain«,  aikd  endnb  in  111 
(trikeoflhcptanetcundalhcliin  ' 
orisonie.  Andeveicasihe  aoi: 
upper  and  u]^ier,  so  goih  he  m 
and  dovner,  tecfaing  liy  suche  tt 
houres  of  planeles  by  ctnlii  a 
in  the  hevene.  The  firsle  b 
of  every  Saturday  is  to  SalnrBr.  M 
seconde  to  lupile. 
fiMuIhe  to  the  sonne,  the  fifte  m  Va 
dxte  to  Mercuriiu,  the  scventbc  M 
mone.  And  theDageyni]>c8iiti>SI 
ibe  9  10  Ji][Htei,  the  10  to  Man,  tl 
the  Sonne,  the  I         " 


ic  gon  IQ 


[he  mone,  and  so  fiijthe  liy  ordir,  f 
after  plaiMie  in  houre  after  huoit,  i 
nreii'  longe  til  ihe  sonnc  arise.   Now  r- 
the  Sonne  that  Sonday  by  the  mont, 
theiiaili[ofthcKinn«uponthcwaiBi> 

shewith  me  the  entring  of  the  hnoie  '. 
foiseide  sonne.  And  in  ib-i  oui 
succedith  pSanele  under  planeleftoSai-  - 
unto  the  mone,  and  fro  the  mone  op  >j 
lo  Satutne,  houte  afler  iMniTr  gn.ir- 
And  thus  knowe  I  this  oondusyouB  | 

1 3.  CoHilusie.  7i  tniiwe  thr  mitii*  ■  ■ 
Iht  senmt  in  mydjis  rf  tlu  A<  ■ 
it  titfid  Iht  AtlUudt  A/eridif 

Setle  the  d^e  of  the  ^wnne  ui>'ii 
lyne  meridional,  and  n^knc  how  n: 
degrees  of  almykanteras  \xa  bii  ■»->(  ' . 
esl  orisonteand  the  dcgtEorihy^iiRni-.  . 
take  tliere  thin  altitude  meriilian,  tfn 
seyn  the  highest  of  the  sonne  as  tm  ' 
day.  So  maist  Ihou  knowe  in  the  •■: 
lyne  Ihe  heighsl  couis  that  eny  sierrc  u 

KV  And  »  wiih  any  Mh<r  day,  iht  «• 

wiOi  th(  day;  fX'  Men^,  lu  ilir  T-f'  It' 
noday,  10  Mertury ;  Friday,  t^  \ 

ac^  i*o(  SamJai.S,  A.  rt-' 

odncluciop  it  in  MS^  of  RDUp  > . 
9ID.  Ml li •ijm.  ^^K.tlr.th  I. 
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Jymbelh  by  night.  This  U  to  leyn  thai 
vhan  eny  sttrrc  fixe  is  ]iiissitl  Ihc  lyne 
nendional,  Ihnn  begynncth  ittodcscendi:; 
ind  so  doth  Iho  suniie.  [m] 


the  a 


'  l>y  Ihy  ryit  for 


Seke  besily  with  thy  rule  Ihe  highest  of 
iheKioneinmj-ddeofiheday.  Tumcthan 
ihin  AstrelAbit.  and  with  a  pHclie  of  ynke 
aurke  thenomhrc  of  thai  same  altitude  in 
the  lyne  meriiliunai  i  lumc  than  thy  lyel 
■bouletyl  thdii  fynde  a  d^re  of  ihy  lodiak 
uxording  wilh  ihe  pricke,  this  ii  to  seyn, 
nttil^  on  the  pricke.  And  in  soth  thou 
■halt  lindehu.1  2  degrees  in  al  thezodiakof 
that  condicioiin  ;  and  yit  Ihiike  3  degrees 
ben  in  diverse  sigiic<t.  Than  maist  Ihnu 
lightly,  by  the  se»ou[i  of  the  yere,  knowe 
the  signe  in  uhiche  that  is  the  sonnc.  [tis] 

I S-  Coadui  10.  Te  htan-i  whkht  t/ay 
is  like  le  -.ahiihe  Hay  as  of  len^he 
LokewhicliiHlegieeabenylikefcrfrotbe 
bevedesofCancet  and  Capricome,  and  lake 
when  the  sonne  is  in  cny  oflhillie  degrees  ; 
than  ben  the  dayes  ylike  »f  tengthe.  Thit 
is  to  seyn  iha  t  as  longe  is  that  day  in  that 
rnonihe,  as  was  suche  a  day  in  suche  a 
monthe ;  there  varieih  hut  litel. 

Also,  yf  thou  lake  3  dayes  naturalcs  in 
the  yere  ylike  fer  fro  either  poinfes  of  the 
cquinoxial  in  the  opposyt  parties,  than  as 
kn^e  b  the  day  artificisd]  of  that  oon  day 
as  is  the  nighi  of  that  othit,  and  the 
eonlrarie.  [iiB] 


l6.  Ceiulmic.     This  chapilri  is  a  maiier 
DtilaroiioMn   to   Contlusiattns   tkal 

folraitn 
Understondt;  wei  that  thy  lodiak  is  de- 
ported in  two  halfecirdes,Bsfrotheheved 
sf  Ca  pricome  unlotheheredof  Cancer,  and 
tgeynward  fhi  the  heved  t>f  Cancer  unto  Ihe 
leved  of  Capricome.  The  heved  of  Capri- 
^irncis  Ihe  lowest  point  whereas  (hesonne 
;oth  in  w)Titer,  and  the  heved  of  Cancer  is 
ai6.  At  Bt  E  dd.  faavt  dithily  difletent  rabtk. 
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thchcigliist  point  in  whiche  the  sonne  golh 
in  somer.  And  therfore  undcrstonde  wel 
thai  cny  two  degrees  that  ben  ylike  fer  fro 
eny  of  these  two  hevedes,  truste  wel  that 
thilketwodegreesbcnofilikcdectinacioun, 
be  it  southward  or  northward,  and  the  daies 
of  hem  hen  ilike  of  lengthe  and  the  nyghtes 
also,  and  the  shadewes  ilyke,  and  the  alti- 
tudes ylike  alle  midday  for  evere.  [m] 

17.  Centliisio.  Tb  kneme  iMmrrty  digrt 
B/rny  maner  ttori,  siranngc  er  tin- 
slnatngt,aflcrhisli>ngituite;  Ihoiigh 
ht  it  indtletmynalt  in  thin  Astra- 
labyt,  solhly  to  tit  li-eiilke  lAvS  htihat 
he  tiiovrt 

Take  the  altitude  of  this  si  etrc  whan  he  is 
on  the  est  syde  of  the  lyne  meridional,  as 
neigh  OS  thou  mayst  gesse  ;  and  take  an 
ascendent  anon  right  by  som  maneie  slerre 
fixe  whiche  that  thou  knowist ;  and  fo^etc 
not  the  altitude  of  the  (irsic  sterte  nc  Ihyn 
ascendent.  And  whan  that  this  is  done, 
sspy«  diligeiilly  whtuilhismmc  finte  slcrte 
passjtheoythyngthcsouihwcslward;  and 
cacche  him  anon  tight  in  the  same  nomhre 
of  altitude  on  the  west  syde  of  this  lytte 
meridioikal,  as  he  was  kaughl  on  the  est 
syde;  and  take  a  ne  we  ascendent  anon  lyght 
by  som  mancre  slerre  Rxe  whiche  thai  Ihou 
knowist,  and  forgete  not  this  secunde 
ascendent.  And  whan  that  this  is  done, 
rekne  than  how  many  degrees  ben  Inlwiiie 
the  first  ascendent  and  the  secunde  ascen- 
dent J  and  rekne  wel  the  myddel  degre 
tntwcne  botheascendentes,  and  setlelhilke 
myddel  degre  upin  ihj-n  est  orironic ;  and 
wayte  than  what  degre  that  title  upon  Ihe 
lyne  meridional,  and  take  Ihere  Ihe  verrey 
degre  of  the  cclijilik  in  whiihe  Ihc  sterre 
stondith  for  Ihe  tyme.  Fur  in  the  ecllptik 
is  Ihe  longitude  ofa  celestial  body  rekned, 
evcne  fro  Ihc  heved  of  Aries  unto  the  endc 
of  I'isces ;  and  his  latitude  is  rekned  after 


mfcTili' W|  kali 


I  Br.  Th.  I. 


■itodt. 
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the  quantite  of  his  declynadotin  north  or 
south  toward  the  polys  of  this  world.  [229] 
As  thus : — yif  it  be  of  the  sonneorof  eny 
fixesterre,  reknehyv  latitudeor  his  dedina- 
cioun  frotheequinoxial  cercle ;  and  if  it  be 
of  a  planete,  rekne  than  the  quantite  of  his 
latitude  fro  the  ecliptik  l>nie,  al  be  it  so  that 
fro  the  equinoxial  may  the  declinacioun  or 
the  latitude  of  eny  body  celestial  be  rekned 
after  the  site  north  or  south  and  after  the 
quantite  of  his  dcclinatioun.  And  r^ht  so 
may  the  latitude  or  the  declinacioun  of  eny 
iKxiy  celestial,  save  oonly  of  thesonne,  after 
hyssite  north  or  south  and  after  the  quantite 
of  his  declinacioun,  be  rekned  fro  the 
ecliptik  lyne,  fro  which  lyne  alle  planetes 
som  tymedeclinen  north  or  south  saveoonly 
the  forseide  sonne.  [333] 

18.  Conclusio.      To  knowe  the  degrees  of 

I ongi tildes  of  fixe  sterres  after  that 
they  be  determynat  in  thinAstrelahye^ 
yf  so  he  thai  thei  be  trewey  sette 

Sette  the  centre  of  the  sterre  upon  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  take  kepe  of  thy 
zodiak  and  loke  what  d(^e  of  eny  signe 
that  sitte  upon  the  same  lyne  meridional  at 
that  same  tynie,  and  take  there  the  degre  in 
which  the  sterre  stondith  ;  and  with  that 
same  degre  cometh  that  same  sterre  unto 
that  same  lyne  fro  the  orisonte.  [235] 

19.  Conclusio.      To   knowe    wit    whicke 

degre  of  the  zodiak  eny  sterre  fixe  in 
thin  Astrelabie  arisith  upon  the  est 
orisonte  al  though  his  dwellyng  be  in 
a  nother  signe 

Sette  the  centre  of  the  sterreupon  thecst 
orisonte,  and  loke  what  degre  of  eny  signe 
that  sitt  upon  the  same  orisonte  at  that 
same  tymc.     And  understonde  wel  that 

231.  the  site.  R.»  Br.  Th.  thf  syght ;  Bi  site; 
A.J  IJa  that  it  syttith. 

232.  *//r,  ^^syttyng;  Ro  xjy///. 

234.  centre ^  i.e.  the  point  of  the  tongue  repre- 
senting  it  in  the  Astrolabe. 

235.  that  same  tiegre,  Ri  Ao  Rj  Br.  Th.  tht 
same  degre:  and  frequently  the  same  for  that 
same  in  late  MSS. 

236.  Rubric,  his  dsvellyng^  R.j  his  orizonte; 
Br.  Th.  the  orizonte. 


with  that  same  degre  arisith  : 
sterre.  [936] 

And  tfays  merveyioQS  ari>\T 
straunge  degre  in  m  nother  signe  i 
that  the  latitude  of  the  sterre  nx 
north  or  south  fro  the  equinox 
sothly  the  latitudes  of  pdanetes  be  c 
rekned  firo  the  ediptyk  by  cause 
of  hem  decljmeth  but  fewe  deg 
firo  the  brede  of  the  zodiak. 
gode  kepe  of  this  chafMtre  of  a 
celestial  bodies;  fortmstewel  tlu 
mone  ne  sterre,  as  in  our  embelif 
arisith  with  that  same  degreof  his 
save  in  00  cas,  and  that  is  whan  1 
no  latitude  fro  the  eclypcik  ly 
natheles  som  tyme  is  everiche 
planetes  under  the  same  lyne.  [: 

20.  Conclusio.      Toknefwetkedev 

of  eny  degre  in   ike  zodiat 
equinoxial  cercle 

Sette  the  degreof  eny  signe  upo 
meridional,  and  rekne  hys  altitu 
almykanteras  fto  the  est  orisonte 
same  degre  sette  in  the  forseide 
sette  there  a  prik  ;  tume  up  thar 
and  sette  the  heved  of  Aries  or  Li 
same  meridional  l>'nc,  and  soiti 
nother  prik.  And  whan  that  thi 
considre  the  altitudes  of  hem  U 
sothely  the  difference  of  thilke  al 
the  declinacioun  of  thilke  degr< 
equinoxial.  And  yf  it  so  be  th 
degre  be  norih^'ard  fro  the  eq 
than  is  his  declinac)-oun  north  ; 
southward,  than  is  it  south. 

21.  Conclusio.      To  kftawe  fro  « 

tttde  in  eny  regioun  the  aim) 
of  eny  table  ben  com/tramed 

Rekne  how  many  degrees  of  ; 
teras  in  the  meridional  Ij-ne  bei 
cercle  equinoxial  unto  the  cenyth 
from  the  pool  artykunto  the  north  < 
and  for  so  gret  a  latitude,  or  for  < 
latitude,  is  the  table  compowned, 


345.  Rubric,    eny.  An  R^  Th.  my ; 
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-a,  Conilusio.  To  iiiov  in  sfecial  tht 
kUilude  ofourt  lounlrr,  I  nunt  a/Ur 
the  lalitiiilt  ef  Oxttiford,    and  Iht 

3       Aeigkl  v/eure  poel 

Undeistonde  wel  that  as  fer  i$  the  hcvcci 

'f  Aries  or  Libra,  in  the  equinox ia.1  ftOQurc 

^^fiaonteHsislhecenylh  fro  the  pool  ailik  ; 

,>d  u  high  is  the  pool  ulik  fio  iheorisonte 

1  ibe  equinaiial  is  fer  fro  the  cenyth.     I 

_jtan  it  thus  by  the  latitude  of  OxenlbrU  ; 

.BdMstonde  wel  lh«l  the  height  a{  ourc 

sol  vtik  fro  ourc  north  orisonle  is  51 

_^apeesui(l5omynute3;  than  is  the  cenyth 

n  oure  pool  aitik   3S  degrees  ami   10 

^  Ijnitites  ;  than  is  the  equinoxial  from  ouce 

~  Hiyth  S I  degrees  and  50  mynutes  ;  than 

loareioath  oiisonte  from  oure  equinoxial 

tdegresaod  lomynules.     Understondc 

fd  this  rckenyng.      Also  folate  not  that 

^heeeoyih  1390  d^eesof  height  from  ourc 

'fnonte,  and  ouie  ctjuinoxiall  b  90  degres 

ram  oure  pool  sitik.     Also  this  shorte 

^deiisoth,  thai  the  latitude  of  eny place  in 

•  icgioun  is  the  distaunce  fro  the  ceayth 

JMo  the  equinoxial.  [aji] 

(3,  Cencluiio.     To  prove  muleiilly  Iht 

itUitude  ef  eny  plait  in  a  rf^iottn  by 

llu  pravt  ef  Iht  height  of  the  poel 

artii  in  that  same  pkut 

In  some  wynters  nyght  whan  the  firma- 

^amt  is  clere  and  thikbe  sterred,  wayte  a 

=^lBe  til  that  cny  sterre  fixe  sitte  lyne  right 

■BpendiculeToveithepooiartik.andclcpe 

9WI  stene  A ;  and  wayte  another  stcne 

hM  ntte  lyne  right  under  A,  and  under  the 

poo],  and  cicpe  that  sterre  F.     And  under- 

(tMlde  wet  that  Fisnot  considriil  but  oonly 

A  declare  that  A  sitte  evene  over  the  jmol. 

^Clakc  than  anoon  right  the  altitude  of  A 

ftom  (he  orisonte,  and  forgele  il  not  1  kic 

A  and  F  goo  fare  wel   tyl  ageynst  ihe 

Tlilii  iijm,  a  giet  while,  and  come  than 

■wijii.  and  at^de  li!  that  A  is  evene  under 

4e  pool,  and  under  F ;  for  lolhly  than  wol 

u&  Rubiic    »rr  tnntn,  M.  Ila  iiunlrt; 
3|jBr.  Th.  CMrtantMr;  MS.  In  Si.  John'.  Coll. 


F  sitle  over  the  pool,  and  A  ho)  sitle  under 
the  pool.  Take  than  efte  sonys  the  alti- 
tude of  .\  from  [he  orisonte,  and  notcas wel 
his  secunde  altitude  as  hys  first  altitude. 
And  whan  that  this  is  doon,  rckene  how 
many  degrees  that  the  lirsl  altitude  of  A 
cxccdith  hissccundc  altitude,  and  take  half 
thilkeporciuun  thaiisexcedidandaddcil 
to  his  secunde  altitude,  and  take  there  the 
elevacioun  of  thy  j)ool,and  eke  the  latitude 
of  thy  regioun  ;  fur  these  two  ben  of  00 
nomhre,  this  is  loseyn  as  many  dcgres  as 
thy  pool  is  elevate,  so  muche  is  Ihe  latitude 
of  the  regioun.  [358] 

Ensample  as  thus  : — peraventurc  the 
aliiiudc  of  A  in  the  cvenyng  is  56  degrees 
ofheight ;  ihanwul  his  secunde  allitudcor 
thedawenyngbe48d^res,  thatisSdcgrees 
lassc  than  56  that  was  his  tirst  altitude  att 
even.  Take  than  the  half  of  S  and  adde  it 
tn4S  that  was  is  secunde  altitude,  and  than 
hast  thou  52.  Now  hast  thou  the  height 
of  thy  pool  and  the  latitude  of  the  regioun. 
But  unilcrstonde  wel  that  loprove  thiscon- 
clusioun  and  many  a  nothei  faire  conclu- 
sioun.thoumusthavcaplomet  hangy  ng  on  a 
lyne,  hej^her  than  thin  heved,  ona  gierche ; 
and  thilke  lyne  must  hange  evene  perpen- 
diculerbytwixe  the  pool  aiKl  thin  eye;  and 
than  shalt  thou  seen  yf  A  sitic  evene  over 
(he  pool,  and  over  F  atte  et'cne  ;  and  also 
yf  F  sitte  evene  over  the  pool  and  over  A 
or  day.  [361] 

24.    Conelusio.      Another  conelusioun  la 
prime  Ike  heighl  of  Ihe  feel  arlik  fre 

Take  enystcnclixethat  never  disccndit  h 
under  the  orisonle  in  thilke  regioun,  and 
considre  his  heighisi  altitudeand  his  lowist 
altitude  fro  the  orisonte,  and  make  a 
nomhre  of  lioihe  Ihese  altitudes  1  take 
ihanand  abate  half  that  nomhre,  .ind  lake 

1^  In  this  eiainple  MSS.  of  imup  f  hnvc  a 
tlifTerent  «t  of  ol)«rvndoin,  ni.  6)Tor  thi;  ivenina 
nllitudf.  and  II  for  ihat  ali«i  in  Ihe  momlne, 
ginnK  IS  a  mull  s  kllilitdf  about  Ihsi  u(  Rome. 

160.  S'  •I'grttx,  rouelily  iK*  iaiiiuje  of  Oxford ; 
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of  hU  (Iccliliarioun.  ■!)■]  ilni 
ihc  height  uf  the  hevales  of  J 
Lihia.  [«-] 


25.  Cemtush.  Another  cniclatitun  ta 
prmii  Iht  laliludt  oftht  rigieuH 

Undersionde  wel  thai  Ihe  latitude  oTcn^ 
place  in  a  r^ioun  is  verrely  ihe  space  by- 
twexe  thecenylh  ofhem  that  dwellen  theie 
and  the  equinoxial  cercle  north  oi  south, 
takyng  the  mesure  in  the  meridional  lyne, 
as  shewith  in  Ihe  almykantenu  of  thin 
Aslrelabye.  And  thUke  space  is  as  much 
■1  the  pool  attike  is  hi{;h  in  thnt  same  pl&ce 
frotheorisonte.  Andthanisihed^pressioiin 
of  (he  )X)oi  aniarlik,  [hat  is  lo  scyn  ihan  is 
the  pool  aniaitike,  byncthe  Ihe  oiisonle 
the  same  quanlite  ofspoce  neither  more  ne 
tosse.  [ifi6] 

Than  iflhou  desire  tokno  we  this  lalilude 
(ifther^oun,  take  theaJti  tude  of  Ihe  Sonne 
in  Ihe  myddel  of  the  day,  whan  the  sonne 
isin  thehevedcsof  AriMorofUbri;  for 
thui  moeveth  the  sonne  in  the  lyne  equin- 
oxial ;  and  abate  the  nombre  of  thai  sanie 
sonoes  altilnde  oulc  of  90  d^iees,  and 
than  ts  the  Tenienattnl  of  ihc  nombre  that 
levelh  the  latitude  of  that  legioun.  As 
ihu*: — 1  suppose  that  ihc  Sonne  is  ihiike 
day  al  noon  3S  degrees  of  height ;  alnlc 
Ihan  38  ouie  of  90 ;  so  leieth  there  52  ; 
Ihan  is  ja  di^ees  the  latilude.  I  say  not 
this  but  for  cnsample  1  for  wel  1  wot  ihe 
latitude  of  Oxenford  is  ceilcyn  minutes 
lassc  as  ihow  might  ptevc,  [•;d] 

Now  yf  so  be  that  the  semeth  10  longc 
atarienu  to  abide  til  that  the  sonne  be  in 
the  hevedes  of  Aries  or  of  Libra,  Ihan 
wnylc  whan  the  sonne  isineny  othirdegte 
ofihe  codinkandconsidrelhedeercofhis 
decliiindoun  fro  Ihe  equinoiial  lyne ;  and 
if  it  so  be  that  the  sonnes  declinacioun  be 
northward  fro  the  eqninoniitl,  iilale  Ihan 
fro  the  sonncs  attitude  at  none  Ihe  nombre 


and  Rw)  it  linIA  tkmsi  •I'P'tt  nin^J" 
"  (B,  If.  A«  Hi,  thai  u  {StBf  snU)  fAr 

IV,  ftfl  eifident  allcmpc  to  nuke  Ibe  tnwHm 
K>  Uiiiude  of  Oifon]  niuilv. 
M,  tin,  mirkl  frr.t.  A,  At  Ki  K,  D-h 
..  «nii ;  M,^i  soil  ..;  M,  ~dU>  lit:  U, 


-My  s< 

the  liisl  degrc  of  Leoun,  5S  dc 
10  minutes  of  height  tt  no 
declinacioun  is  almost  ja  cl. 
ward  fro  the  «quinoxiaI  i  thi  < 
io  dq;rees  of  dcdimcHuuii    ■ 
litudealnone;  IhanlevethiU 
oDd  oclde  mintites.      I^  th,i 
of  Ariesorljbraand  ihinequi: 
r^ioun.     Also  if  so  be  th- 
(lixllnadoiin  be  soulhwurd  i> 
oiial,  addcllian  thilke  ■JsIuijuji 
altitude  of  the  s 
there  the  hevtsde*  of  Arie*  tnd  I 
thin  equinoxial  i  abate  than  lb* 
the  cigniiKnial  mile  nf  90>I(XK 
leveth  there  the  tlislnncv  of  th 
thai  iceioun  fro  Ihc  ei}uinoxi)t 
if  the  list,  take  the  highrai 
cquinoxial  of  eny  Metre 
knowist.  and  take  the  nnhcnfl 
cioun  llenglhing)  fru  the  nincn 
lyne.  and  worke  in  the  manen  (» 

36.   Coni/miA 

AirmtiaHm  4 

The  excellence  of  il 
amonges  oihir  noUe  ct 
manyfcsl  the  div«ne  ai 
in  diverse  places,  u  w«l  in  iN 
as  in  the  embclif  Cctcle,      T- 
wrilcn  that  thiike  »gnc  is  '  >' 
asceniioun  with  wbiche  tacae  \-\\ 
cerclc  cquinoxial  and  Uik  ^ur 
fodiak  ascendith  i   and  thiltr  ■ 
cenditb  embelif  wiOi  wfaich«  Uk 
theequinoxlalland  m 
astxndith.     Fdlher-ovavJ 

,;v  Ther.  «  I. 
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^Ike  cunt[c7  wbere  aslhc  jcnlthof  hem 
;  dwelknlhereisin  [heequinaiinl  l3rnc, 

her  oiisonic  ppaayng  by  ihc  two  polw 
>us  world,  thiike  folke  han  this  i^hl 
:le  and  the  right  oruonle;  and  evennoTe 
■LTch  of  the  day  and  the  arch  of  the 
%<  U  there  ilike  longe ;  and  The  Kintic 
B»  every  ycre  passing  thomgh  ihecenith 
■%vi  hetd,  nod  two  someres  and  two 
kVcTs  in  •  ycre  han  these  forseide  pcple. 
k  the  almybanteias  in  h«r  Astrelabyes 

Mrfighl  as  a  lyoe,  so  u  it  shewith  in 

■iiilile  to  knawc  the  ascensions  of 

n  the  right  cercle  is  this : — Trusle 

.   Iiy  medinciounof  IhilkcBsccn^ons 

^    o^l  inlogicns,  by  her  tables  and  hei 

rumentes,  knowcn  veneily  the  ascen- 

>xi  of  evay  degrc  and  minute  in  all  the 

(skk  in  the  cmbelif  ceide  as  shsl  be 

■^'cd.     And  OiVfi  that  this  fbfseide  right 

.   that  is  clepid  Orison  Jfeilum, 

the  eqiiiooxiaJ  in  to  right  angles; 

fmbelif  orisonte,  wheie  as  the 

i     i>   ciitiaunced   up  on  the  ocisonte, 

K-Lcrwth    the   e<iuinoKial    in   embilif 

l«s  at,  shcwilh  in  the  figure.  [i36] 

CtHeluiii 


t  tki  tenilusimi 
U  knvaie  tht  asiemiani  ef  signti  i 
IIU    risk/   teriU,    thai    i! 

■«le  the  heretl  of  what  signe  the  lyst 
LBowe  his  awendyng  in  the  right  cercle 
mheljnemeriiUonal.andwayte  where 
r«  almniy  louehith  the  bordure,  and 
'  're  a  prikke  ;  lumc  than  thy  riel 
I  til  that  the  cnde  of  the  forseide 
'■':  upon  the  meridioi^  lyne  and 
-  wayte  where  thin  almuiytouchith 
.irt.andsciiethcreanolherpticke. 
than  the  nombre  of  degres  in  the 
tnlwixe  both  prikkes,  and  lake 
of  the  signe  in  the  right 

^-»  — , 1.  A»  D)  (vu.)  ntrktBtnlh; 

iitHj^iV   *!   Aj   B,  Ri  Br.  M» 

\A  (wliHim.  Ill  bL  X  diir«i.t  m£«.,  pg 


i9i.  CetutusU.  To  iiiffwe  th$  aiUH- 
iions  of  iigius  in  lie  cmbelif  emit 
in  every  regiguti,  I  mene,  in  lirtuls 
obliqm 
Setle  the  heved  of  the  signe  whiche  as 
the  1i»t  lo  knowe  his ascensioun  upon  the 
est  otisonte,  and  waylc  where  thin  almury 
touchilh  the  Imrdure,  and  there  sette  a 
prikke.  Tume  than  thy  riet  upward  lil 
that  the  ende  nf  the  same  signe  sitle  upon 
the  est  orisonle,  and  wnyte  efte  sonys 
where  as  thin  almury  louchiih  the  bordure, 
and  Kilt  there  a  nothcr  prikke.  Rekene 
than  the  nombre  of  degrees  in  the  tionlui 
iMlwyxe  botbe  prikkesand  take  there  the 
ascensioun  ofthesigneinlhcembelifcerclc. 
And  understondc  wcl  that  alle  the  signes 
in  thy  codiak,  (lo  the  heved  of  Aries  unto 
the  ende  of  Virgo,  ben  clepid  Signes  of 
the  North  fro  the  eqninoxial.  And  these 
signes  arisen  bilwyxe  the  veney  est  and 
the  vcrrey  northe  in  oure  orisonle  generaly 
for  evere.  [191]  And  alle  the  signes  fro 
the  heved  of  Libra  unto  the  ende  of  Pisces 
ben  clepid  Signes  of  the  South  fto  the 
cquinoxial ;  and  these  signes  arisen  ever- 
more bitweie  the  verrey  est  and  the  verrey 
south  in  oure  orisontc.  Also  every  signe 
bitwixe  the  heved  of  Capricome  unto  the 
ende  of  Geminis  arisilh  on  oure  orisonle 
in  lasse  than  3  houres  equates.  And  Ihew 
same  signes  fro  the  heved  of  Capricome 
unto  the  ende  of  Geminis  ben  cleped 
Tortaose  Signes,  or  Crokcd  Signes,  for  thci 
arise  embelyf  on  oure  orisonte.  And' 
these  croked  signes  ben  obedient  to  the 
signes  that  ben  nf  right  ascensioun. 
The  signes  of  right  asccncioun  ben  fro 
the  heved  of  Cancer  unto  the  [end]  of 
Sngitiarie:  and  these  signes  arisen  mor« 
upright,  and  thei  t^en  called  eke  Suvereyn 
Signes  and  everiche  of  hem  arisith  in  more 
space  than  in  1  houres.  Of  whiche  signes 
Gemini  obeiclh  to  Cancer,  and  Taurus 
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1^0,  Aries  to  \'irgo,  Pisces  to  Libra, 
Aquarius  to  Scorpioun,  and  Ca[»icome 
to  Sagittarie.  And  thus  evennore  2 
signes  that  ben  ilike  fer  fro  the  heved  of 
Capricorne  obcyen  everiche  of  hem  til 
othir.  [301] 

29.  Conciusio,  To  knowe  iustly  the  4 
quarters  of  the  woride,  as  Est^  IVest, 
Norths  and  South 

Take  the  altitude  of  thy  sonne  whan 
the  list,  and  note  wel  the  quarter  of  the 
worlde  in  which  the  sonne  is  for  the 
tyme  by  the  azymutes.  Turne  than  thin 
Astrelabie,  and  sctte  the  degre  of  the  sonne 
in  the  alinykanterasof  his  altitude  on  thilke 
syde  that  the  sonne  stant,  as  is  the  manere 
in  takyng  of  houres,  and  ley  thy  label  on 
the  degre  of  the  sonne  ;  and  rekene  how 
many  degrees  of  the  bordure  ben  bitwcxe 
the  lyne  meridional  and  the  point  of  thy 
lal)el,  and  note  wel  that  nombre ;  turne 
than  ageyn  thin  Astrelabie,  and  sette  the 
point  of  thy  gret  rule  there  thou  takist 
thin  altitudes  upon  as  many  degrees  in 
his  bordure  fro  his  meridional  as  was  the 
point  of  thy  label  fro  the  lyne  meridional 
on  the  wombe  side.  Take  than  thin 
/Vstrelabie  with  bothe  hondes  sadly  and 
slyly,  and  lat  the  sonne  shyne  thorugh 
bothe  holes  of  thy  rule,  and  slyly  in  thilke 
shynyng  lat  thin  Astrelabie  kouche  adoun 
evene  upon  a  smothe  grounde,  and  than 
wol  the  verrey  lyne  meridional  of  thin 
Astrelabie  lye  evene  south,  and  the  est 
lyne  wol  lye  est,  and  the  west  lyne  west, 
and  the  northe  lyne  north,  so  that  thou 
wirke  softly  and  avysely  in  the  kouching. 
And  thus  hast  thou  the  4  quarters  of  the 
firmament.  [308] 

30.  Conciusio,  To  knowe  the  altitude  of 
planetes  fro  the  wcye  of  the  sonne 
whethir  so  they  be  north  or  south  fro 
the  forseide  weye 

Lokc  whan  that  a  planet e  is  in  the  lyne 
meridional,  yf  that  hir  altitude  be  of  the 


301.  Hi othfKy  Bi  Art  B2  Ra  Edd.  toother. 


same  height  that  is  the  degre  of  iV 
for  that  day,  and  than  is  the  pL 
the  verrey  wey  of  the  sonne  and 
latitude.    And  if  the  altitude  of  the 
he  heigher  than  the  degre  of  thi 
than  is  the  planete  north  fro  the 
the  sonne  suche  a  quantite  of  lac 
shewith  by  thin  almykanteras. 
the  altitude  of  the  planete  be  \x 
the  degre  of  the  sonne,  than  is  the 
south  fro  the  wey  of  the  sonne 
quantite  of  latitude  as  shewith 
almykanteras.      This  is   to  seyn 
wey  where  as  the  sonne  went  thil 
but  not  fro  the  wey  of  the  sonne  i 
place  of  the  zodiak.  [31a] 


31.  Conciusio.  To  kntnoe  the  d 
the  arising  of  the  sonne^  this  i. 
the  partie  of  the  orisanU  in 
that  the  sontu  arisith 

Thou  must  first  considere  that  th 
arisith  not  alwey  verrey  est,  but  9 
by  northe  the  est  and  somtyme  V 
the  est.  Sothly  the  sonne  arisith 
moo  verrey  est  in  cure  orisonte,  bt 
in  the  heved  of  Aries  or  Libra. 
thin  orisonte  departed  in  24  pa 
thin  arimutes  in  significacioun  of  2. 
of  the  world  ;  al  be  it  so  that  s 
rekene  thilke  parties  in  32.  Than 
no  more  but  wayte  in  whiche  arim 
thy  sonne  entrith  at  his  arisyng,  a 
there  the  cenith  of  the  arisyng 
Sonne.  [316] 

The  manere  of  tlie  divisioon 
Astrelabie  is  this,  I  mene  as  in  thL 
First  it  is  divided  in  4  plages  pn 
with  the  lyne  that  goth  from  est  t 
and  than  with  a  nother  l>'ne  that  j 
south  to  north ;  than  is  it  divided  i 
parties  of  azymutz,  as  est,  and  est  b 

309.  Chaucer  in  313  explains  nv^r/'i 
to  mean  the  sun's  apparent  path  on  any  gi 

312.  After  zodiak  group  ^  adds  /x^ 
moro7ve  tvyl  the  sonne  he  on^  tut^thcr  dtg 

313.  Rubric.     Cenytk^  azimuth. 

314.  nevere  moOi  Ai  B«  everwiotx. 

315.  As  in  the  mariner  s  compass. 
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ri.    A&  is  Ihc  first  aiymutc  above  Ihc 

>  lie  :  and  (a  Amhe  fro  partie  \a  pailie 

I  it  thou  come  ogeyo  un  to  Ihc  ejt 

Thus  nuiii  ihou  utideistunde  alra 

iiyth  «f  eiiy  iierre  iii  whiche  poiiic 

--'h.   b.g] 

I   ■iidusio.    TekmnminxBhiihefarlie 

■:i-  Jimanienl  ii  Iht  (tnjiimcyoiin 

n.'-iilen:  the  lymc  of  the  cnnjanccyoan 

I  kuleodei,  as  thus: — Loke  boa  many 

. '  ■.  ihilkc  conjunccioan  is  fto  the  mid- 

■  •i  ibe  day  precedent,  u  shewilh  by 

noun  of  ihy  kalendcr.     Rekenc  than 

'   t>')inl)n*  of  houres  in  the  botdure  of 

V-irclahie.  at  thou  art  wont  lo  do  in 

.  \  ;i^  of  the  houtes  uf  the  day  iir  of 

t  ^ht,  tfnd  ley  Ihy  label  over  Ihc  dt^c 

■    Mnne.  und  than  wol  the  point  of 

i  ilicl  sine  upon   Ihe   liotuc  of  the 

ijiincdoun.       Lokc    ibiui   in    whiche 

uyniiile  Ihc  degre  of  Ihy  sonne  sillilh, 

ind  in  Ihal  panic  of  Ihe  bmininent  i$  llii^ 

jpnjunccioun.  [ijij 


my  lym 


L  'lay  take  Ihe  alliludc  of  the 

<>  the  ajTmiil  in  whiche  he  slotiiiitn 

iliou  seen  in  whiche  (orlie  of  the 
Hunt  he  is.      And   ihc  same  ¥(ise 

ihou  Been  hy  niyhl  of  eny  stctte, 

tfifth  or  soiilhc,  or  cny  partie  bitwcnc, 
iftci  ihc  name  of  thi-  uimule  in  whiche 
lerre  slondilh.  [ji^] 

J4.   Cmilluiie.     Tff  Inent  sethly  Ihi  degre 

of  ihe  leHX'lyf'  of  Ihe  mcne,  or  of 

niy  fiaiuii  that  iaih  m  taliludefer 

lit  tymr/m  Ihe  K/i/Kit  lyne 

Take  ihc  nltitilde  ol  ihc  nionc,  and 

Nkne  ihy  allilude  up  ftmongc  thyn  al- 

■nyksnlenu  on  whlcbc  fyde  lh>I  the  none 

'lA^TV  l^f  nl  Ijfw*.    htcauH  ihe  poinit  of 


slondilh,  and  selle  there  a  prikkc 
than  anon  right  upon  the  inones  syile  it 
altitude  of  any  Pierre  lixc  wliiche  Ihal  ll: 
knowisi,  and  sett  his  centre  upon  li 
altitude  amoEige  thyn  almykanleras  the 
the  sleire  is  lijunde.  Wayte  than  whicb 
degre  of  the  lodiak  louchilh  Ihe  piyklej 
of  the  alliludc  of  the  n  -      ■ 

I  here  the  d^e  in  whiche  the  i 
slondilh.  This  conclusioun  is  veney 
MHfae,  yf  the  Merres  in  thin  Aslivlatue 
slondcn  after  the  trouthc.  Cotnoun  tretes 
oftheAslTclabteiicinakcnnDnexcepdoim 
whether  the  mone  have  Intiiode  or  noon, 
ue  on  wheyllier  syde  of  the  mone  the 
allilude  of  Oie  sierre  Iikc  lie  laken. 

And   Hola   Ihal   yf  the   mone  sliewe_ 
himself  by  light  of  day,  than  mnisi  11 
wyrke  this  same  conclustoun  liy  Ihe  sc 
as  wel  Ns  liy  the  fiiu  sierre.  [jjo] 

35.  Cmcluiia.       T^h  I'l  lie  ti-yrfyirge  i 
lie  teiiciuiieuii  In  kmmit  yf  that  ti 
flantlt  he  Jireele  or  rtlrograJe 
Take  ihe  altitude  of  any  Blerrc  Ih: 
clc]>id  a.  planelc,  ]ind  note  it  wel ; 
take  tkc  anon  ihe  allilude  of  any  sicr 
fixe  that  thou  knowist,  and  note  it  w 
also.      Come  Ihaii  ageyn  Ihe  ibriddc  0 
the  ferthc  nyght  neat  folewing,  for  thai 
vhalt  thou  petceyve  wel  the  moevii^  °f  4 
planele,  whether  so  he  moeve  forward  a 
lakvrard.     Awayle  wel  Ihan  whan  ll  ' 
thy  sterre  fixe  is  in  the  same  altitude  l) 
she  was  whan  Ihou  toke  hir  finte  altiludi 
And  lake  than  eft  sones  the  allitode  of  Ik 
fuiseide  planeteand  note  it  wel;  lor  Ir 
wel  yf  so  be  ihat  the  planele  be  o 
right  syde  of  the  meridional  lync,  si 
his  secunde  allilude  be  lassc  than  hya  finl 
altitude  was,  than  ii  Ihe  planete  directe-n 
and  yf  be  be  on  the  west  syde  in  tl 
eondicioun,  than  is  he  retrograde.     AM 
yf  so  be  that  this  planele  be  upon  ihc  e' 
!iide  whan  his  allilude  is  taken,  to  iN 
his  secunde  altitude  he  more  ihtn  fad 
lirsl  allituile,  than  is  he  retrograde.     Ant 
irhebeonihewest  syde,  ihtuiisbetlirt 
Bui  the  conliarie  of  these  Jiaitja  ' 


3j7-3S<  ■''  fK^ATiSE  ON 

iheciiorsof  Ihc  mone  ;  foi  ccniilhe 
moevelh  the  cootriuie  bom  othre  plani 
Its   in   hir   ejncicle,   bul 


Selle  the  begynnyng  of  the  •legre  thai 
nsccrdith  upon  Ihe  endf  uf  ihc  8  houre 
inequa],  than  wol  the  bcgynnyng  of  ihc 
I  hout  title  upon  ihe  lyne  of  mydnighi. 
Remove  than  ihe  degre  ihal  nscdidith, 
•M\A  selte  him  on  theende  of  Ihc  10  boure 
inequnl,  and  ihaa  wol  Ihe  bcgynnyng  of 
the  3  hoas  sine  up  on  the  mydnight  lyne. 
Bringi:  up  agcyn  Ihe  aune  dcgie  thai 
mccnded  lini,  and  letie  him  upon  ihc  est 
utisonte,  and  than  wol  Ihc  begynnyog  of 
the4hDUGulteupunlhcIyneofinydnigbL 
Take  Ihan  the  n.idei  of  the  degre  thai  lusl 
ftscendid,  and  setle  him  in  the  cnde  of  the 
3  houte  inequali  and  tlmn  wol  the 
begynnyng  of  the  J  hous  silte  upon  the 
lyne  of  mydnight.  Sctlc  Lhnn  the  nader 
of  the  ucendent  in  the  ende  of  ihe  4 
houre  inequal,  and  than  wol  the  begynnyng 
of  Ihe  6  hom  sine  on  the  mydnigiit  lyne. 
The  begynnyng  of  the  7  hous  is  nadet  of 
the  aicendenl,  and  the  begynnyng  of  Ibe 
8  hous  is  nader  of  Ihe  a  hous,  and  the 
begynnyng  of  the  9  hous  is  nader  of  the 
3,  and  the  begynnyng  of  the  10  houi  b 
nader  of  Ihe  4,  and  Ihe  bq^nyngof  Ihe  1 1 
hous  is  nader  of  ihe  5,  and  Ihe  b^ynnyng 
of  the  13  hous  is  nader  of  the  6.  [i4j] 


Take  thin  ascendent,  and  Ihan  hast 
ihon  thy  4  angles  i  for  wcl  ihou  wosi  that 
Ijl.  errlii,  K]  tal\fy:  Mi  tMi  lu  srtUt .  Aj 

338.  After  condWDn)*  Ihe  MSS.  vary.  The 
le<t  RiHTUnu  MSS.  Bl  M|  Ddi  Ri.  Rgendi 
wiih  omtluripn  j5,  Bj  with  j*.    Or  Iht  Dthei 

•iiH  yfi',  (Xbera  place  chenn 


.ncluii 


Ihe 


Ihc  up|>ailc  uf  lliid  a 
>eyn.  the  bcgynuyriK  o 
upon  the  wcH  omoDie,  smI  iI 
of  the  iohunsattapiiniliel]nK«M 
and  hisopposyt  u]nath«IftietfH| 
Than  ley  thy  Ubri  tn-vt  (br  d< 
ascendith.  and  reknc  fiu  itw  fnia 
label  alle  Ihe  degrees  ta  ibe  bv 
Ihou  come  lo  llic  meridkiiul  lyl 
depaite  alle  thiliic  degtt«  in 
pailies,and  take  UwiD  ibe  cnaieci 
ofjhousei;  forley  Ihy  Ubd  mei 
of  these  3  parlies,  and  ihaa  mbd 
by  [Iher]  thy  label  liib  in  (be  (od 
bq^ny  ng  of  evcTichc  nf  these  nn 
Iro  the  ascendent  ;  ihal  >c  M  ) 
begynnyi^  of  the  ts  boot  net 
ihin  ascendent,  ihc  br^imync  a( 
hous,  and  than  ihe  louponlheoM 
lyne,  as  I  first  seide.  tic  saneai 
thou  bo  Ihc  ascendml  doon  k 
of  mydn^ht,  and  thus  hast  ibiM 
houses  1  that  is  to  scyn,  I  _ 

the  2,  anit  Ibe  3,  and  Ibe  4  ban 
is  the  nader  of  these}  h(iieeslhelN| 
of  the  3  houses  thai  folewcn.  \jf 

38.  CvHiltuh.  Te  /r-A  lit  i 
trdieaa/ 19  JmtiU/Lu  im  mq 
plan 

Take  a  roandc  plate 
werpyng  Ihe  bruddet  the  bi 
there  upou  a  just  compos  *  Itlc  «i 
bordure.  And  ley  this  roaDdeptl 
an  evene  gtounde,  or  on  an  crt 
on  an  evenc  ituk  fixe  in  Ihe  gn> 
ley  iteveneLyaletvI.  Audit 
of  the  compas  stykc  aa  evene  p 
wjire,  upright,  Ihe  unallet  (be 
selte  ihy  pyn  by  ■  plom-rule  ei 
and  lete  thy  pyn  be  aa  Itvgit 
quarter  of  ihc  dyameire  of  ihy  o< 
the  centre  a-middcs.  And  way! 
about  10  Of  11  of  ibc  clokkc.  * 
Sonne  shinelh.  whan  the  »hade*e 
pyti  cnitith  any  ihynge  with  in  ih 

J.8.  «-.r,  M,//:  R,j. 


PART  II 


A  TREATISE  ON  THE  ASTROLABE 


355-373 


of  thy  com  pas  an  heer  mele  ;  and  marke 
there  a  pricke  with  inke.  Abide  than  stille 
waityng  on  the  sonne  til  after  I  of  the 
clokke,  til  that  the  shad  we  of  the  wyre,  or 
of  the  pyn,  passe  any  thing  oute  of  the 
oercle  of  the  compas,  be  it  nevere  so  lytc, 
and  sette  there  another  pricke  of  ynke. 
T*ake  than  a  compas,  and  mesure  evenc 
the  myddel  bitwexe  bothe  prickes,  and 
sette  there  a  prikke.  Take  me  than  a 
rule  and  drawe  a  strike  evene  a-lyne,  fro 
the  pyn  unto  the  middel  prikke  ;  and  take 
there  thi  lyne  meridional  for  evermore  as 
m  that  same  place.  And  yif  thou  drawe 
a  crosse  lyne  over-thwart  the  compas 
justly  over  the  lyne  meridional,  than  hast 
thou  est  and  west  and  south,  and  par 
consequens,  the  opposite  of  the  southe 
lyne  is  the  northe.  [358] 

39.  Conclusio,  The  Description  of  the 
meridional  lyne,  of  longitudes  and 
latitudes  of  Citees  and  Tcntmes^  as 
wel  as  of  Climates 

Thys  lyne  meridional  is  but  a  manere 
descripcioun,  or  lyne  ymagined,  that 
passith  upon  the  poles  of  this  world  and 
by  the  cenyth  of  oure  heved.  And  it  is 
cleped  the  lyne  meridional,  for  in  what 
place  that  any  man  ys  at  any  tyme  of  the 
yere,  whan  that  the  sonne,  by  mevynge 
of  the  firmament,  cometh  to  his  verrey 
meridian  place,  than  is  it  verrey  mydday, 
that  we  clepen  oure  none,  as  to  thilke 
man.  And  therefore  is  it  cleped  the 
lyne  of  mydday. 

And  nota  that  evermore  of  any  2  cytes 
or  2  townes,  of  which  that  00  town 
approchith  neer  the  est  than  doth  that 
othir  town,  truste  wel  that  thilke  townes 
lum  diverse  meridians.  [362] 

Nota  also  that  the  arch  of  the  equinoxial 
that  Is  contened  or  bownded  bitwixe  the 
2  meridians  is  clepid  the  longitude  of  the 

350.  From  this  point  Bi  is  copied  from  a  MS. 
like  Ml  Ddi-  The  readings  of  all  three  are  very 
poor ;  so  that  for  the  remaining  conclusions  the 
text  is  that  of  Bi  collated  with  R]. 

359.  Condusio  39  is  taken  largely  from  Sacro- 
hofco. 


toun.  And  yf  so  be  that  two  townes 
have  ilike  meridian  or  oon  meridian,  than 
is  the  distaunce  of  hem  both  ilike  fer  fro 
the  est,  and  the  contrarie  ;  and  in  this 
manere  thei  change  not  her  meridian. 
But  sothly  thei  chaungenher  almykanteras, 
for  the  enhaimsyng  of  the  ix)ol  and  the 
distance  of  the  sonne.  [365] 

The  longitude  of  a  climat  is  a  lyne 
ymagined  fro  est  to  west  ilike  distant  fro 
the  equinoxiall.  And  the  latitude  of  a 
climat  may  be  cleped  the  space  of  the 
erthe  fro  the  begynnyng  of  the  first  clymat 
unto  the  verrey  ende  of  the  same  clymat 
evene  direct  ageyns  the  pool  artyk e.  Thus 
sayn  sonime  auctours ;  and  somme  of  hem 
sayn  that  yf  men  clepe  the  latitude  of  a 
cuntrey  the  arch  meridian  that  is  contened 
or  intercept  bitwixi  the  cenyth  and  the 
equinoxial,  than  say  they  that  the  distance 
fro  the  equinoxial  unto  the  ende  of  a 
climat  evene  ageynst  the  pool  artik  is  the 
latitude  of  a  clymat  forsoothe.  [368] 

40.  Ccnclusio,  To  knoTtfe  with  whiche 
degre  of  the  zodiak  that  any  planete 
ascendith  on  the  orisonte^  whether 
so  that  his  latitude  be  north  or  south 

Knowc  by  thin  almenak  the  degre  of 
the  ecliptik  of  any  signe  in  whiche  that 
the  planete  is  rekned  forto  be,  and  that  is 
clepid  the  degre  of  his  longitude.  And 
knowe  also  the  degre  of  his  latitude  fro 
the  ecliptik  north  or  southe.  And  by  these 
ensamples  folewynge  in  special  maist  thou 
wirke  forsothe  in  ever>'  signe  of  the 
zodiak  : —  [371] 

The  degree  of  the  longitude  peraventure 
of  Venus  or  of  a  nothcr  planete  was  6 
of  Capricorne,  and  the  latitude  of  hir  was 
northward  4  degrees  fro  the  ecliptik  lyne. 
Than  toke  I  a  subtile  compas,  and  clepid 
that  00  point  of  my  compas  A,  and  that 
other  point  F.     Than  toke  I  the  point  of 

366.  rt/ent  direct^  etc.,  '  versus  polum  articum.' 

371.  Ddi  has  different  set  of  figures  (in  Rj  the 
figures  have  not  been  filled  in),  giving  longitude 
6  and  latitude  2.     In  Mi  not  all  figures  filled  in. 

372.  6  of  Capricorne^  Bj  /  drg^ree  0/  Capri- 
cornr;  R]  of  Capricorne  (m  Ri  the  figures  have 
not  been  filled  in);  Mi  planete. 
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A  and  stlte  il  in  the  eclipiik  lync  in  my 
7odiak  in  the  ijegre  of  the  longitude  oT 
Venus,  thai  is  to  scyn,  in  the  l  degre 
or  Capricoinc  ;  and  than  sette  I  the  point 
of  F  upwaril  in  the  same  signe  by  cause 
ihal  laliliidi^  was  north  ujun  the  latitude 
of  Venus,  ihnt  is  to  seyn,  in  Ihe  4  degre 
frotheheved  ofCapricotnc  andlhu^li.ive 
4.degrees  biiwixe  my  two  ptlckei,  Tli.in 
leide  I  down  softly  my  compas,  and  '-i^Ul' 
the  degre  of  th«  longitude  upun  ihi 
tuisonle  tho  lolce  1  and  waxei!  my  UUirl 
in  nunece  of  a  peire  tables  to  Tccir)'vi.' 
dislinclly  the  ptickes  of  my  compnji.  [17'] 
Thotoke  [thysforicide  label,  and  Icyik-  It 
fixe  over  the  d^re  of  my  longitude  ;  tho 
loke  1  up  my  compos  and  sette  the  point 
of  A  in  the  wixe  on  my  label,  w  evene 
as  I  kouild  i;e&si',  over  thecclipiik  lynein 
Ihe  ende  of  the  lotiEilude,  and  sette  the 
point  of  F  endckmge  in  my  label  Upon 
the  space  of  the  latitude,  inward  and  dver 
the  zixliak,  that  is  10  seyn  northwaid  fro 
tho  ccliptik.  Than  Icide  I  doun  my 
compas,  and  loked  wel  in  the  wey  upon 
the  prickes  of  A  anil  of  F  ;  tho  turned  1 
my  lyet  til  that  the  pricke  of  F  salt  upon 
the  orisonle  ihan  sawe  I  wel  that  Ihe 
body  of  Venus  In  hir  latitude  of  degrees 
scplemirionala  ascendid  in  the  ende  of 
the  8  degre  fro  the  heved  of  Capricome. 
And  ttola  that  in  this  Tnanere  maist  thou 
wtrke  with  any  latitude  septemtrional  ]n 
nlle  signcs.  Bu  solhly  ihe  latitude 
meridional  of  a  pkinetc  iti  Oapricorne  ne 
mny  not  be  take  by  cause  of  the  litel  Space 
bilwixe  the  ecliplyk  and  the  Ixmtute  i>f 
he  Astrelahie ;  but  Hilhely  in  all  otbie 
signes  il  may.  [381] 


JJS-  4 


Tf/™,  DdiSrf«i 


2  pars  hujmi  tvmtliiat 
Also  ihe  di^e  pctavcniure  nf  lupiic. 
or  of  a  nolhcr  planete,  was  in  the  liw  ■ 
d^reofPiscisin  longitude,  and  hLtltlindr  | 
was  3  degrees  metidioiuil ;  tho  loke  I  ^ 
point  of  A  an.i  selie  it  in  ihi-  (itsl  ilqir 
of  Piscis  on  the  .  .  Ji|.rL;  ,      .,  wi  ihan  «» 

1  the  point  of  I  .  sot 
signe  1^  cause  that  ■.:■■                       ican 

2  dcgres,  thai  is  to  seyn,  fro  the  heitd  <i  \ 
Piscis  Liiiil  ihii-  li..\'.  3  dr^res  bitaCK  ' 
bolhc  prikkes.  TTian  - n.  1  '■ :  li-^ 
of  the  longitude  upon  the  orisonle;  itt 
toke  I  my  label,  and  leide  il  liie  spa 
Ihe  degre  of  the  longitude  ;  tbo  Jttte  1 
the  point  of  A  on  1  er  ibt 


oflhu  rntitiidt'iium^trtl  fro'the mdiik {diB 
is(o  Kynsouthwon]  frotheecUptiktoinri 
the  1»rdure),  and  tutnei]  my  riel  til  do 
the  piicke  of  F  saat  ujion  ihc  urijT.'t 
Than  say  I  wel  that  iIk-  )x.»ii  of  Eupio 
in  his  latilude  of  2  litres  mcridiMol 
asceivdid  with  8  deji'os  of  Piscis  in  iff- 
seefiB.  And  in  ihis  iiianetiz  iciiift  tho* 
wirke  wilh  any  Inlilude  meridional,  as  I 
first  seide,  save  in  Cn^iricome.  Audjf 
thou  wilt  pleyc  this  crafte  with  Ihe  arisiii{ 
ofthcmoiic,  lokethou  tekhe  welhirojiin 
honre  liy  hoiite,  for  she  ne  dwellilh  nolil 
a  degre  of  his  longitude  but  tiicl  while,  u 
ihow  wel  knowist.  But  nalhelci  jf  thet 
rekne  hir  verrey  moevj-ng  by  thy  t^to 
houre  after  home —  (j^i] 


3B3.  I  digt 


il  3  drrrrri. 
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men  sayn  that  in  sweveninges 
ys  but  fables  and  lesynges  ; 
.'H  may  some  swevenes  sene 
2  hardely  that  false  ne  bene, 
erwarde  ben  apparaunt. 
aye  I  drawe  to  warraunt 
hour  that  hight  Macrobes, 
alte  nat  dremes  false  ne  lees, 
dothe  us  the  avysioun 
rhilom  mette  kyng  Cipioun.  lo 

ho-so  saith,  or  weneth  it  be 
,  or  elles  nycete, 
le  that  dremes  after  falle, 
vho  so  lyste  a  fole  me  calle. 
is  trowe  I,  and  say  for  me, 
remes  signiBaunce  be 
d  and  harme  to  many  wightes, 
remen  in  her  slepe  a  nyghtes 
my  thynges  covertly, 
illen  after  al  openly.  20 

lin  my  twenty  yere  of  age, 
that  Love  taketh  his  cariage 
ge  foike,  I  wente  soone 
de,  as  I  was  wont  to  done, 
ste  I  slepte  ;  and  in  slepyng 
tte  suche  a  swevenyng 
^ked  me  wonder  wele. 
that  sweven  is  never  a  dele 
nys  afterwarde  befalle, 
as  this  dreme  wol  tel  us  alle.       30 
c  this  dreme  wol  I  ryme  a-right 
Ice  your  hertes  gaye  and  lyght, 
>ve  it  prayeth  and  also 
lundeth  me  that  it  be  so. 
there  any  aske  me, 
er  that  it  be  he  or  she, 

'    vv.    1-44    Thynne's    edition     is    sole 

y. 

t/alstf  t  io/alseen  htn^  *  mensongier.' 

\c robes y  cp.  Dethc  0/  Biaunche,  1.   284, 

1.  els. 

riage{T\\.  corage%  i.e.  toll,  'paage.' 


Howe  [wil  I]  this  booke  whiche  is  here 

Shal  hatte,  that  I  rede  you  here  ; 

It  is  the  Romance  of  the  Rose, 

In  whiche  al  the  Arte  of  Love  I  close.  40 

The  mater  fayre  is  of  to  make  : 
God  graunt  me  in  gree  that  she  it  take 
For  whom  that  it  begonnen  is  ! 
And  that  is  she  that  hath  y-wis 
So  mochel  pris,  and  therto  she 
So  worthy  Is  biloved  to  be 
That  she  wel  ought  of  pris  and  ryght 
Be  cleped  Rose  of  every  wight. 

That  it  was  May  me  thoughte  tho — 
It  is  .V.  yere  or  more  ago —  50 

That  it  was  May  thus  dremed  me, 
In  tyme  of  love  and  jolite, 
That  al  thing  gynneth  waxen  gay. 
For  ther  is  neither  busk  nor  hay 
In  May  that  it  nyl  shrouded  bene, 
And  it  with  newe  leves  wrene. 
These  wodes  eek  recoveren  grene 
That  drie  in  wynter  ben  to  sene. 
And  the  erthe  wexith  proude  withalle 
F'or  swote  dewes  that  on  it  felle,  60 

And  [al]  the  pore  estat  forgette 
In  which  that  wynter  had  it  sette. 
And  than  bycometh  the  ground  so  proude. 
That  it  wole  have  a  newe  shroude. 
And  makith  so  queynt  his  robe  and  faire 
That  it  hath  hewes  an  hundred  payre, 
Oi  gras  and  flouris,  ynde  and  pers. 
And  many  hewes  ful  dyvers. 
That  is  the  robe  I  mene,  y-wis,  69 

Through  whiche  the  ground  to  preisen  is. 

The  byrdes  that  han  lefte  her  song 
While  thei  suffride  cold  so  strong. 
In  wedres  gryl  and  derk  to  sight, 

-^7.  7<'/V  /.  supplied  from  Fr.  'ge  veil.' 

()x.  al,  bupphed  by  Skeat ;  but  perhaps /r»rr». 

66.  hath,  MSS.  AW. 

71.  MS.,  which  is  imperfect  in  w.  69-73, . . .  en. 

7a.  Th.  hnn  suffred. 


659 


74-159 


THE  ROMA  UNT  OF  THE  ROSE 


Ben  in  May,  for  the  sonne  bright, 

So  glade  that  they  shewe  in  syngyng, 

That  in  her  hertis  is  sich  lyk)mg, 

That  they  mote  syngen  and  be  light 

Than  doth  the  nyghtyngale  hir  mjrght 

To  make  noyse  and  syngen  blythe  ; 

Thdn  is  blisful  many  si  the  80 

The  chelaundre  and  [the]  papyngay. 

Than  yonge  folk  entenden  ay 

Forto  ben  gay  and  amorous. 

The  tyme  is  than  so  saverous, 

Hard  is  the  hert  that  loveth  nought 

In  May,  whan  al  this  mirth  is  wrought ; 

Whan  he  may  on  these  braunches  here 

The  smale  briddes  syngen  clere 

Her  blesful  swete  song  pitous. 

And  in  this  sesoun  delytous,  9® 

Whan  love  affraieth  alle  thing, 

Me  thoughte  a-nyght,  in  my  sleping 

Right  in  my  bed,  ful  redily 

That  it  was  by  the  morowe  erly, 

And  up  I  roos,  and  gan  me  clothe. 

Anoon  I  wisshe  myn  hondis  bothe. 

A  sylvre  nedle  forth  y  droughe 

Out  of  an  aguler  queynt  ynoughe, 

And  gan  this  nedle  threde  anon  ; 

For  out  of  toun  me  list  to  gon  100 

The  song  of  briddes  forto  here, 

That  in  thise  buskes  syngen  clere. 

And  in  the  swete  seson  that  lefe  is. 

With  a  threde  bastyng  my  slevis. 

Alone  I  wente  in  my  plaiyng. 

The  smale  foules  song  harknyng, 

That  peyned  hem  ful  many  pcyre 

To  synge  on  bowes  blosmcd  feyre. 

lolyf  and  gay,  ful  of  gladnesse. 

Toward  a  ryver  gan  I  me  dresse,  1x0 

That  I  herd  renne  faste  by. 

For  fairer  plaiyng  non  saugh  I 

Than  playen  me  by  that  ryvere. 

For  from  an  hill  that  stood  ther  nere, 

Cam  doun  the  streme  ful  stif  and  bold  ; 

Cleer  was  the  water  and  as  cold 

76.  Th.  herte. 

81.  chelaundre^  a  kind  of  lark. 

84.  saverous,  Fr.  '  saverous,'  (j  fax^erous. 

91.  affraieth ,  arouses ;  cp.  B.  0/ D.  296. 

103.  As  in  Thynnc ;  MS.  And  in  [erasure] 
nvete  seson  tha{t  szvete  over  erasure]  is.  The 
Fr.  is  '  V.n  icele  saison  novele,'  which  makes  one 
suspect  that  And  in  that  sesffun  that  ntwe  is  wa* 
the  original  form  of  the  line. 


IX 


As  any  welle  is,  soth  to  seyne. 
And  somdele  lasse  it  was  than  Scyoe, 
But  it  was  strayghter,  wel  away ; 
And  never  saugh  I,  er  that  day, 
The  watir  that  so  wel  lyked  me, 
And  wondir  glad  was  I  to  se 
That  lusty  place  and  that  ryvere. 
And  with  that  watir  that  ran  so  ckre 
My  face  I  wysshe.      Tho  saugh  I  well 
The  botme  paved  everydcll 
With  gravel  fill  of  stones  shene. 
The  medewe  softe,  swote,  and  greoe, 
B^t  right  on  the  watir  syde. 
Ful  clere  was  than  the  morowtyde,     t3» 
And  ful  attempre,  out  of  drede. 
Tho  gan  I  walke  thorough  the  mede, 
DiSunward  ay  in  my  pleiyng 
The  ryv^er  syde  costeiyng. 
And  whan  I  had  a  while  goon, 
I  saugh  a  gardyn  right  anoon, 
Ful  long  and  brood,  and  euerydell 
Enclosed  was,  and  walled  well 
With  highe  wallcs  enbatailled, 
Portraied  without  and  wel  entailled     ut 
With  many  riche  portraitures. 
And  bothe  the  ymages  and  peyntures 
Gan  I  biholde  bysyly  ; 
And  I  wole  telle  you  redyly 
Of  thilk  ymages  the  semblaunce. 
As  fer  as  I  have  remembraunce. 

Amydde  saugh  I  11  at&  stozxlc. 
That  for  hir  wrathe,  yre,  and  ondc 
Semede  to  ben  a  meveresse, 
An  angry  wight,  a  chideresse  ;  tf 

And  ful  of  gyle  and  felle  corage 
By  semblaunt  was  that  ilk  3miage. 
And  she  was  no  thyng  wel  arraied. 
But  lyk  a  wode  womman  afraied. 
Y-frounced  foule  was  hir  visage 
And  grennyng  for  dispitous  rage ; 
Hir  nose  snorted  up  for  tene. 
Ful  hidous  was  she  forto  sene, 
Ful  foule  and  rusty  was  she  this ; 

119.  sfravg-htrr,  'espandue.' 

142.  G  the  peyntures. 

146.  Vi  in  remembraunce. 

149.  meveresse^  MSS.  mynoresse ;  Fr.  'nlo^f^ 
rcsse,'  fern,  of  fneuveur^  *  a  troublesome  fcik* 
(Cotgr.). 

159.  A    similar    repetition    of  subject   in  ^ 
880. 
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•i  y-wriihen  wns,  y-wii,  m 

mly  with  a  erect  lowayle. 
mage  of  anolher  entayle 
ijtlf  wu  hit  fost^  by  ; 
iiF  above  hir  heed  saugh  I, 
i  wm  callM  Kklonve. 
r  ymagt,  thai  VilaNVE 
1  WHS,  saugb  I  and  fondc 
le  wal  OD  hit  right  bonde. 
•■as  lyk  iomdel 

her  ytnage,  and.  Ituftith  wel,    it< 
lede  a  wikked  creature. 
ilcnaunce  in  purlrayture 
led  be  Till  dispilous, 
( till  proude  and  ouiragious, 
ide  he  peynte,  I  iindittakc. 
:b  ymag^  coude  make- 
le  and  cherlysshe  semed  she, 
I  vylayneus  forto  he. 
;1  coude  of  nortilure 
ihipe  any  creiliire.  ib 

neiLt  viiA  peynted  Coveitisb, 
gilh  folk  in  many  gise 
uid  yeve  ri^l  nought  ageyne, 

It  is  she  that  foe  uiuic 

>e  for  the  inoru  wjiuiyng, 

leise  13  her  brennyng. 

Lt  is  she  fur  jienyes  feJi'. 

:hith  Ibrlo  robbc  and  stele         ifi 

heves  and  these  smale  harlotcs  ; 

It  is  routh,  for  by  her  Ihrolea 

iy  oon  huigilh  al  the  laste. 

liilh  folk  coroposae  and  caale 

n  other  fulkis  ihyng 

1  robbcrie  or  myscoiinting. 

It  is  she  that  makilh  tiecboures 

;  makilh  &lse  pleadoures, 

■iih  hir  tennes  and  hit  domes, 

laydeni,  children,  and  eck  grome! 

it  age  lo  fbi^.  lai 

(ed  were  hir  hondis  two, 


G)veity5c  for  liir  wynnyng 

Kill  leef  hath  other  mennes  thing. 

Another  ymage  set  fflugh  I 
Next  Coveitlsc  faste  by, 
And  she  was  clepid  AvAmcE. 
Ful  foule  in  peyntyng  was  that  vic«,    tm 
Ful  fade  and  caytif  was  she  eek, 
Vnd  also  grene  as  ony  leek. 
So  yi-e!  hewed  was  hir  colour 
Hir  semed  lo  have  lyved  in  langour  : 
She  was  lyk  thyng  for  hungre  deed, 
That  tadde  hir  lyf  oonly  by  breed 
Kneden  wflh  eisel  strong  and  e£rE  ; 
And  therto  she  was  lene  nnd  megre. 
she  was  clad  ful  porely 

n  an  old  torn  courtepy,  ■» 

ihe  were  al  with  doggis  lome  j 
And  both  bihynde  and  eke  bifome 
Cliuled  was  she  bi^pu-ly. 

lantyl  henge  hir  ^le  by, 
Upon  a  perche  weike  and  small ; 
\  bum  el  cote  henge  therwith-all. 
Furred  with  no  raenyvere 
Bui  with  a  furre  rough  of  here, 
Of  lambe  skynnes  hevy  and  blake  | 
It  was  ful  old  I  undltlakc,  ija 

For  Avarice  lo  clothe  hir  well 
Ne  haslith  hir  nereradell. 
For  certeynly  it  were  hii  loth 
"     meren  ofle  that  tike  clolh  ; 
And  if  it  were  forwered  she 
Wolde  have  fill  gret  necessite 
Of  eiolhyng,  er  she  bought  hir  newe, 
Al  were  il  bod  of  woH  and  hewe. 
This  Avarice  hilde  ui  hir  liande 

qrs  ihat  henge  [doun]  by  a  bande,  no 
And    that    she    hiddc    and    bonde    so 
strong, 

L  must  abyde  wondir  long, 
Qui  of  that  purs  cr  (her  come  ought  j 
For  Ihal  ne  cometh  nol  in  hir  thought. 
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Was  yx-ynicH  Envye,  that  never  lough. 

Nor  never  wel  in  hir  herte  ferde. 

But  if  she  outher  saugh  or  herde  750 

Soin  gret  m^-schaunce,  or  grct  discse. 

No  thynj;  may  so  moch  hir  plese 

As  myschef  and  mysaventure  ; 

Or  whan  she  seeth  discomfiture 

Upon  ony  worthy  man  falle. 

That  likith  hir  wel  with  alle. 

She  is  ful  glade  in  hir  corage, 

If  she  se  any  grete  lynage 

I^  brought  to  nought  in  shamfiil  wise. 

And  if  a  man  in  honour  rise,  260 

Or  by  his  witte  or  by  his  prowesse, 

Of  that  hath  she  gret  hev)-nesse. 

For  tnistith  wel  she  goth  n)*gh  wodc, 

VVhan  any  chaunge  happith  gode. 

En\4e  is  of  such  cruellee 

That  feith  ne  trouth[e]  holdith  she 

To  freend  ne  felawe,  bad  or  good. 

Ne  she  hath  kynne  noon  of  hir  blood. 

That  she  nys  ful  her  enemye ; 

She  noldc,  I  dar  seyn  hardelye,  270 

Hir  ownc  fadir  ferde  well. 

And  sore  abieth  she  everj'dell 

Hir  malice  and  hir  male  talent, 

For  she  is  in  so  gret  turment 

And  hath  such  [wo]  whan  folk  doth  good, 

That  nyj;h  she  meltith  for  pure  wood  ; 

Hir  herte  kervyth  and  so  brekith, 

That  god  the  puple  wel  a-wrekilh. 

Knvie,  i-wis,  shal  nevere  lette 

Som  blame  upon  the  folk  to  sette  ;       280 

I  trowe  that  if  Envie,  i-wis, 

Knewe  the  beste  man  that  is 

On  this  side,  or  biyonde  the  see, 

Vit  somwhat  lakken  hym  wolde  she  ; 

And  if  he  were  so  hende  and  wis, 

That  she  ne  myght  al  abate  his  pris, 

Yit  wolde  she  blame  his  worthynesse. 

Or  by  hir  wordis  make  it  lesse. 

I  saucjh  I'nvie  in  that  peyntyng 

Hadde  a  wondirful  lokjng,  290 

For  she  no  lokide  but  awrie, 

248,  Kalu/a  reads  prynte  to  avoid  slunint; 
CHvyc^  but  peynted  is  the  form  in  II.  301,  349, 

450,  8v,  0-15- 

256.  MSS.  rAaw,  but  Fr.  'Ice.'  If  anythinj? 
is  to  be  added  to  the  ver!>e,  it  should  be  fose  after 
iffl;  Fr.  'a  vcoir.' 

266.  nc,  MSS.  omit. 

275.  ttv,  supplied  from  Fr. 


Or  overthart  all  baggynghr. 

And  she  hadde  a  foule  usage, 

Stfe  mygbt  loke  io  no  Tisage 

Of  man  or  womman  forth-r^t  ple>ii. 

But  shette  hir  one  eje  lor  disdrfD : 

So  for  En\-ie  brenn^  she. 

Whan  she  myght  any  man  y-se 

That  faire  or  worthi  were,  or  wise, 

Or  elles  stode  in  folkis  pryse.  ?x 

SORWE  was  peynted  next  Envie 
Upon  that  wall  of  masooiye. 
But  wel  was  seyn  in  hir  colour 
That  she  hadde  lyvcd  in  langoor; 
Hir  semede  to  have  the  jannjoe. 
Nought  half  so  pale  was  Avarice, 
Nor  no  thyng  lyk  [as]  of  lenesse ; 
For  sorowe,  thought,  and  gret  distresK. 
That  she  hadde  soffied  day  and  njrgfat, 
Made  hir  fu!  yolwe  and  no  thyng  bri^. 
Ful  £aide,  pale,  and  m^re  alsa  ?- 

Was  never  wight  yit  half  so  wo 
As  that  hir  semede  forto  be. 
Nor  so  fulfilled  of  ire  as  she. 
I  trowe  that  no  wight  myght  hir  please. 
Nor  do  that  thyng  that  m>*ght  hir  ease : 
Nor  she  ne  wolde  hir  sorow^e  slake 
Nor  comfort  noon  unto  hir  take. 
So  depe  was  hir  wo  bigonnen 
And  eek  hir  hert  in  angre  ronnen.       3= 
A  sorowful  thyng  wel  semed  she. 
Nor  she  hadde  no  thyng  slowe  be 
Forto  forcracchen  al  hir  face. 
And  forto  rent  in  many  place 
Hir  clothis,  and  forto  tere  hir  swire. 
As  she  that  was  fiilfilled  of  ire. 
And  al  to- torn  lay  eek  hir  here 
Aboutc  hir  shuldris  here  and  there. 
As  she  that  hadde  it  al  to-rent 
For  angre,  and  for  maltalent. 
And  eek  I  telle  you  certejmly 
How  that  she  wepe  fill  temlirly. 
In  worlde  nys  wyght  so  harde  of  herte 
That  had  [he]  scne  her  sorowes  smcrtc. 
That  noldc  have  had  of  her  pyte, 

292.  baggyn^ly^     'borRnoiant*     (Cotgr.     'to 
l-3ure ') ;  cp.  B.  0/ D.  v.  62^. 

296.  one  eye,  MS.  ei»H;  Fr.  'uu  od.' 
298.  y-se,  MSB.  J^;  cp.  1401. 

fios-  Either  omit  to,  or  read   to  Hume  a>  tvj 
laulcs. 
'  325.  rtuire,   throat ;     nothing  in     Fr     con*- 
spondin:T. 


33^ 


66: 


THE  ROM  AUNT  OF  THE  ROSE 


a  begone  a  thyn);  t>a&  ^he. 
■Lai  lu-dauht  hcr-Klfe  foi  who, 
p  smote  tagyiier  her  hondes  iwo. 
e  was  she  ful  eatentyfL- 
woful  rechelesse  ca)tyfc  ;  j». 

■  roughte  lylel  of  playing 
>f  cly)jpiiig,  ur  [oi^  kissyng ; 

■  who  so  soroitful  is  in  heile, 
B  tusle  not  lo  play  ne  stents, 

"  mceo,  DC  to  synge, 

Blnay  his  hertc  in  tempec  bringe, 

LJie  was  paynted  allei  this, 
ll  s^rlei  was  a  Ibole,  i-wys,  jja 

i  wcHite  in  het  yongbede. 
Bielh  hei  idfc  she  mighle  fede ; 
peblc  and  eke  »i  nlde  was  she 
K  faded  wss  bI  her  btaiulc. 
mlowe  was  wajLen  her  i;olaui ; 
^  heed  for  hore  was  whylc  as  fluuc, 

n  gceal  qua!  me  ne  were  it  none, 
bynne,  al  tiiough  het  lyfe  were  gone  : 
voxen  was  her  body  unwelde, 
1  drie  and  dwyned  al  for  cide.         j6d 
'e  forwelked  thyng  was  sbe, 
whyloni  lounde  and  sofle  had  be  ; 
res  shoLen  lasle  wilhall, 
n  her  heed  Ibey  wpldc  lal! ; 
K  Hat  frounced  and  forpyned, 

■  bothc  her  hondes  lame,  funlwyned. 
pidc  she  was  that  she  ne  went 

:,  but  it  were  by  potent. 

■  tyme  Ibat  passetb  nyght  and  dttye, 
jl  lestelesse  Iravayleth  aye,  xf 
pslclcth  from  us  so  piively, 

IS  scmeth  so  sykerly 
I  one  poynt  dwelleth  ever  ; 
^  it  ne  reslelh  never, 
Egothe  so  hste,  and  posseth  aye, 
9L  there  nyi  man  that  thynke  may 
"it  tynie  ihai  nowe  present  isi 
nh  at  these  clerkes  this. 
Foi  [or]  men  thynke  it  redily 
"ihre  lymes  ben  y-passed  by.  380 

Ihc  tyme  that  may  not  sojoume, 

^^B.  Perhapi  rcfldivA/^'v;  Gp.  901- 
368.  irfttriu,  Kith  a  cniltlj. 
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oih  and  may  n< 
>lir  thai  doun  r 

Ther  niay  no  thing  as  tyme  endtite. 
Mel^l  nor  erthely  creature  ; 
For  alle  thing  it  frelte  and  sball. 
The  tyme  eke  that  cliaun^th  all, 
And  nil  doth  wane  and  fo&tred  ' 
And  idle  thing  distruielh  he  ; 
The  tyme  that  eldith  our  aunct 
And  eldith  kyngesand  empeiours, 
And  tliat  us  alle  shal  overcomen 
Hr  that  deth  us  shal  have  nomea ; 
The  tyme,  that  tiath  al  in  welde 
Tu  elden  folk,  bad  rroad  hir  elde 
So  ynly,  that  lo  my  wiling, 
She  liiyght[e]  hel|>c  hir  silf  nii  thing, 

t  turned  ogeyn  unto  childbedc. 
She  bad  no  thing  hir  silf  to  tede, 
Ne  wilte  ne  pilh^  in  hir  holde 
Mure  than  a  child  of  Iwo  yeet  aide. 
But  nath^les  I  trowe  that  she 
Was  &ire  sumtyme,  and  fresh  to  se. 
Whan  she  was  in  hir  rigbtfiil  age  j 
But  she  was  past  aJ  that  passage, 
And  was  a  doted  thing  bicomcn. 
A  furred  cope  on  hod  she  nomen 
\Vt\  had  she  clad  hit  silf  and  warnl^l 
For  culdc  myght  elles  don  hir  ' 
These  olde  folk  have  alwey  colde, 
'ler    kynde    is   sich    whan    they 
olde. 

Another  thing  was  don  there  write,  d 
That  semede  lyk  an  ijKciile, 
And  it  was  cle^nd  Podpb  Hot.v. 
That  ilk  is  she  that  ptyvely 
Ne  sporcth  never  a  wjkked  dedc 
Wluin  men  of  hir  taken  noon  h«de.    ' 
Aod  makelh  hir  outward  precioi 
With  pale  I'isage  and  pitous, 
And  semeth  a  simple  creature. 
But  ther  nys  no  mysaventure 
That  sbe  ne  Ihenkith  in  hir  con^e.   ' 
Ful  lyk  lo  hir  was  that  ymage, 
That  makid  was  lyk  hir  semblau 

1  ful  ^mple  of  countenannce  I 
And  she  was  clothed  and  eke  shod 
As  she  were,  for  the  love  of  god, 

;inpr(>(apK>Qu 
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Or  wel  aiaied  or  («1]  dcdde. 

V.Skh  semede  hir  dev»:i,n.n.                   .jo 

Or  welbUoved  in  sich  wise 

^.A  Muier  hc-lde  &he  ^te  in  honde. 

In  honour  that  he  may  luisc. 
Allc  these  thingis  vteU  aviMi). 

B.And  biiilr  she  gan  lo  foDile 

^V  To  nuke  many  n  teynt  praierc 

^V  To  god,  and  lo  his  seyntis  dere. 

Willi  gold  and  asure  over  all 

■    Ne  she  was  gay.  ne  fre^,  ne  jolyf. 

Depeyoted  were  upon  the  taO. 

But  semede  to  be  liil  entenlyr 

Square  was  the  wall  Biid  high  sw< 

To  gude  werkis  and  to  bire, 

Enclosed  and  haxre.1  weU, 

And  therto  she  had  on  an  hure ; 

In  Blede  of  heggc,  was  (hat  gaj'ii" 

Nc  cerlis  she  was  bit  no  thing, 

Come  nevere  shepherdr  tfacrrnnt 

But  semed  wcry  for  footing  ;                    440 

Into  that  gardyn  wel  y-umTUghl 

Of  colour  pale  and  deed  was  she. 

^VHo  so  that  mc  coude  have  brougb 

From  hir  the  gale  ay  wemcd  \x 

By  Iflddre,  or  elles  by  degre. 

or  Paradys,  Ihat  blisful  place. 

1 1  wolde  wel  have  liked  ine. 

r        For  «ch  folk  maketh  lene  her  Tace, 

For  sich  solace,  sidi  joie  and  plii 

^K  At  Crist  seith  in  his  Evangile, 

B  To  gcle  prys  in  lonn  a  while ; 

As  WHS  in  that  place  delylous. 

^  And  for  a  lite)  glorie  veigtie 

■      They  lesen  god  and  ek  his  reigne. 

And  oldeilait  ofeverychon 

So  ridie  a  yerde  was  neme  noon 

Was  peynied  Povekt  bI  aloon,            4J0 

Of  briddes  songe  and  bisunches  gTeari 

Thai  nol  a  pcny  had.le  in  holde, 

Therynne  were  briddes  mo  1  wn»c 

All  ihough  she  hir  clolhis  solde. 

Than  ben  in  all  ihc  rewme  of  Fnimr' 

m     And  ihuugh  she  shulde  an  hong^  be  j 

H  For  nakid  as  a  worme  was  she. 

Of  swete  and  pitous  soogc  thd  ni:> : 

^K  And  if  the  wedir  stormy  were, 

For  all  this  world  it  o*shte  gWr 

^  For  coldc  she  shuide  have  dyed  there. 

And  1  my-silf  so  may  ferde. 

She  nadde  on  but  a  streit  olde  sak. 

Whan  I  her  bUsful  songis  herde, 

And  many  a  cloulc  on  it  ther  sUk  ; 

This  was  hir  cote  and  hir  mantcll, 

If  that  ihe  passage  opunly 

No  more  was  (here,  never  a  del!,         460 

Hidde  be  unto  me  &«, 

H       To  i^tlie  hir  with.  I  undirtake  ; 

That  I  nolde  cntren  foito  se                  ■ 

L-  Gnte  leyser  hoddc  she  lo  quake. 

^^  And  ^  was  putt,  that  1  of  talkc. 

or  briddis  whiclic  iherTunc  waK.  ~^H 

^K  Fcr  fro  these  olher,  up  in  an  hnlke  ; 

Thai  songen  Ihorugli  het  mery  <k^^| 

^B  There  lurkeil  and  there  coined  slie. 

Dauncis  cj^lmt  and  mcry  notes^^^^H 

^V  Foe  pover  thing,  where  so  it  be, 

Whan  I  thus  betde  fouJfa  synee^^H 

I  fL-lle  fast  in  a  weynieniyng,    ^^H 

^^Acuned  may  wol  be  that  day 

By  which  arl,  or  I7  whal  coffni^^^l 

^VyiMt  povcre  man  conceyved  is. 

I  myghl  come  into  thM  gsidyimJ^H 

^■gbr  god  wote  4l  to  KMe,  i-wy»,           47" 

Hut  way  I  couthe  fyodc  noon       ^^H 

^■tOIV  poxn  nun  wd  fedde 

Into  that  gudyDe  for  10  goon.        ^^| 

^^^^^l^iM^taM  «n«  Km-,  -fwct- 

Nc  nought  wist  I  if  that  ther  wck^H 

^^■WP""'^^  »  *.«!«.  J,;.,  ^ 

..'.tlybwdwNl^l 

^^1 

'  '^'Ub^  ji^I 

^^^1                                                  'Soma 

■■-i^j^H 

^^^^^^^^^1 

^1 

THE  ROM  AUNT  OF  THE  ROSE 


516-603 


rr  hole  or  place  where, 
bich  I  myght  have  entre. 
er  was  noon  to  teche  me, 
was  al  aloone  i-wjrs, 
'o  and  angwishis  of  this.  530 

te  last  bithought  I  me, 
by  no  weye  ne  myght  it  be 
ther  nas  laddre,  or  wey  to  passe, 
•le,  into  so  faire  a  place. 
^  I  go  a  full  grete  pas, 
•onyng  evene  in  compas 
losing  of  the  square  wall, 
lat  I  fonde  a  wiket  small, 
ett  that  I  ne  myght  in  gon, 
)ther  entre  was  ther  noon.  530 

n  this  dore  I  gan  to  smyte 
was  [so]  fetys  and  so  lite, 
ther  weye  coude  I  not  seke. 
>ng  I  shof,  and  knokkide  eke, 
itood  ful  long  and  oft  herkn)mg, 
t  I  herde  ony  wight  comyng, 
at  dore  of  thilk  entre 
yden  curteys  openyde  me. 
eer  was  as  yelowe  of  hewe 
y  basyn  scoured  newe,  540 

esh  [as]  tendre  as  is  a  chike, 
bente  browis  smothe  and  slyke  ; 
3y  mesure  large  were 
►penyng  of  hir  yen  clere  ; 
ose  of  good  proporcioun, 
en  grey  as  is  a  feucoun  ; 
swete  breth  and  wel  savoured, 
ice  white  and  wel  coloured, 
litel  mouth  and  rounde  to  see ; 
ve  chynne  eke  hadde  she,  550 

ekke  was  of  good  fasoun, 
igthe  and  gretnesse  by  resoun, 
>ute  ble3mc,  scabbe,  or  royne  ; 
ersalem  unto  Burgoyne 
nys  a  fairer  nekke,  i-wys, 
le  how  smothe  and  softe  it  is. 
irote  also  white  of  hewe 
owe  on  braunche  snowed  newe. 
dy  fill  wel  wrought  was  she, 
leded  not  in  no  cuntre  560 

Perhaps  read  there  for  where. 

Fiyr^cn^,  very  weary ;  but  perhaps  mistake 


emd^(^l\i.al,Qemd0f)herknyng,  'par 

t  foi«  esoootai.' 

eUtOt  as.    Perhaqis  read  weu  also. 


A  fairer  body  forto  seke. 

And  of  fyn  orfrays  hadde  she  eke 

A  chapelet  so  semly  oon 

Ne  werede  never  mayde  upon. 

And  faire  above  that  chapelet 

A  rose  gerland  had  she  sett. 

She  hadde  [in  honde]  a  gay  mirrour. 

And  with  a  riche  gold  tresour 

Hir  heed  was  tressed,  queyntely. 

Hir  sieves  sewid  fetously,  570 

And  forto  kepe  hir  hondis  &dre 

Of  gloves  white  she  had  a  paire. 

And  she  hadde  on  a  cote  of  grene 

Of  cloth  of  Gaunt,  withouten  wene. 

Wel  semyde  by  hir  apparayle 

She  was  not  wont  to  gret  travayle  ; 

For  whan  she  kempte  was  fetisly. 

And  wel  arayed  and  richely, 

Thanne  had  she  don  al  hir  joume. 

For  merye  and  wel  bigoon  was  she,     580 

She  ladde  a  lusty  lyf  in  May  ; 

She  hadde  no  thought  by  nyght  ne  day 

Of  no  thyng,  but  it  were  oonly 

To  graythe  hir  wel  and  uncouthly. 

Whan  that  this  dore  hadde  opened  me 

This  may[de]  semely  forto  see, 

I  thank^  hir  as  I  best  myght. 

And  axide  hir  how  that  she  hight, 

And  what  she  was  I  axide  eke. 

And  she  to  me  was  nought  unmeke,    590 

Ne  of  hir  answer  daungerous. 

But  fJEure  answeride,  and  seide  thus  : — 

'  Lo,  sir,  my  name  is  Ydelnbsse  ; 

So  clepe  men  me,  more  and  lesse  ; 

Ful  myghty  and  fill  riche  am  I, 

And  that  of  oon  thyng  namely. 

For  I  entende  to  no  thyng, 

But  to  my  joye,  and  my  pleyyng. 

And  forto  kembe  and  tresse  me. 

Aqueynted  am  I  and  pryve  600 

With  Myrthe,  lord  of  this  gardyne, 

That  fro  the  lande  Alexandryne 

Made  the  trees  hidre  be  fette 

564.  ufkm,  adverb ;  cp.  1085,  Talts^  D  568. 

567.  MSS.  omit  in  honde;  'en  sa  main.' 

574.  Gaunt^  Ghent. 

579.  joume ^  day's  work. 

593-  Cp.  Tales^  G  1-7,  A  1940. 

60a.  MSS.  o/Alex. 

603.  be  /ette,  fxrhaps  omit^^;  cp.  607,  609, 
where  the  infinitives  are  passive,  Fr.  'fist  .  .  . 
faire,'  'fist  portraire.' 
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That  in  this  gardyne  ben  y-sette. 

And  whan  the  trees  were  woxen  on  hight, 

This  wall,  that  stant  heere  in  thi  sight, 

Hide  Myrthe  enclosen  al  aboute. 

And  these  ymages  al  withoute 

He  dide  hem  bothe  entaile  and  peyntc, 

That  neithir  ben  jolyf  ne  queynte,        610 

But  they  ben  ful  of  sorowe  and  woo, 

As  thou  hast  seen  a  while  agoo. 

And  oftc  tyme  hym  to  solace 

Sir  Myrthe  cometh  into  this  place. 

And  eke  with  hym  cometh  his  meynee, 

That  lyven  in  lust  and  jolite. 

And  now  is  Myrthe  ther)mne  to  here 

The  briddis,  how  they  syngen  clere. 

The  mavys  and  the  nyghtyngale, 

And  other  joly  briddis  smale.  630 

And  thus  he  walketh  to  solace 

Hym  and  his  folk,  for  swetter  place 

To  pleyen  ynne  he  may  not  fynde, 

Al  though  he  sought  oon  in-tyl  Ynde. 

The  alther-fairest  folk  to  see 

That  in  this  world  may  founde  be 

Hath  Mirthe  with  hym  in  his  route. 

That  folowen  hym  always  aboute.* 

Whan  Ydelnesse  had  tolde  al  this, 

And  I  hadde  herkned  wel  y-wys,  630 

Thanne  seide  I  to  dame  Ydelnesse  : 

*  Now  also  wisly  god  me  blesse, 

Sith  Myrthe  that  is  so  faire  and  frc 

Is  in  this  yerde  with  hb  meyne, 

Fro  thilk  assemble,  if  I  may, 

Shal  no  man  weme  me  to-day, 

That  I  this  nyght  ne  mote  it  sec. 

For  wel  wene  I  there  with  hym  be 

A  faire  and  joly  companye, 

Fulfilled  of  all  curtesie.'  640 

And  forth,  withoute  wordis  mo, 

In  at  the  wiket  went  I  tho. 

That  Ydelnesse  hadde  opened  me. 

Into  that  gardyne  faire  to  sec. 

And  whan  I  was  inne  i-wys, 

Myn  hcrtc  was  ful  glad  of  this. 

For  wel  wende  I  ful  sikerly 

1  lave  ben  in  Paradys  erthly  ; 

So  faire  it  was  that,  trusteth  wel. 

It  scmede  a  place  espirituel.  C50 

For  ccrtys,  as  at  my  devys, 

Ther  is  no  place  in  Paradys 

645.   Perhaps  in&ert  thtr  before  inne. 


I 


So  good  inne  forto  dwelle  or  be. 

As  in  that  gaidyne,  thoagface  mc 

For  there  was  many  a  bcidde  ^ragti;: 

Thoroag^-oat  the  ynde  al  tfanngnig. 

In  many  places  were  u^gbtjugatoy 

Alpes,  fyncheSy  and  wodewales» 

Thiat  in  her  swete  son^  ddkcn. 

In  thilke  places  as  thej  habften,         ^ 

There  myght[e]  men  see  many  flokko 

Of  turtles  and  [oQ  laverokkes. 

Chalaundres  fele  sawe  I  there. 

That  wery,  nygh  forscwgen  were. 

And  thrustles,  terins,  and  mavys. 

That  songen  forto  wynne  hem  prys 

And  eke  to  sonnounte  in  hir 

That  othere  briddes  hem 

By  note  made  fiure  seivyse 

These  briddes  that  I  you  devise ;        ^ 

They  songe  her  songe  as  fiure  and  «ck 

As  angels  don  cspiritueL 

And,  trusteth  wel,  than  I  hem  hcrde, 

Ful  lustily  and  wel  I  ferde. 

For  never  yitt  sich  melodye 

Was  herd  of  man  that  myghte  dye. 

Sich  swete  song  was  hem  amooge. 

That  me  thought  it  no  briddis  songe, 

But  it  was  wondir  lyk  to  be 

Song  of  mermaydens  of  the  sec,  6 

That,  for  her  syngyng  is  so  dcre. 

Though  we  mermaydens  clepe  hem  her 

In  English  as  is  oure  usaunce. 

Men  clepe  hem  sereyns  in  Fraunct. 

Ententif  weren  forto  synge 

These  briddis,  that  nought  unkunnyng 

Were  of  her  craft  and  apprentys. 

But  of  song  sotil  and  wys. 

And  certis,  whan  I  herde  her  soi^, 

And  sawe  the  grene  place  amonge,      ti 

In  herte  I  wexe  so  wondir  gay, 

That  I  was  never  erst  er  that  day 

So  jolyf,  nor  so  wel  bigoo, 

Ne  merye  in  herte,  as  I  was  thoo. 

And  than  wist  I  and  sawe  ful  well. 

That  Ydelnesse  me  served  weU, 

That  me  putte  in  sich  jolite. 

658.  ^Z(»rj,  bullfinches.     WM£rmii>y,  oriole^  C 

668.  Tlutt  other*  (M SS.  other)  can  be  u»d  vii 
plural  nouns;  cp.  991. 

673.  than  (Th.  whan^  G.  />bt/X  whan. 

680.  Chaucer  calls  them  mermaids  in  Bm^ 
32,  where  the  French  \*ersion  has  itrmines> 
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eend  wel  ought  I  forto  be 

he  the  dore  of  that  gardyne 

e  opened,  and  me  leten  inne.       700 

hennes  forth  how  that  I  wroughte, 

you  tellen  as  me  thoughte. 
whcrof  Myrthe  served  there, 
eke    what    folk    there    with    hym 

were, 
►utc  fable  I  wole  discryve  ; 
»f  that  gardyne  eke  as  bly  vc 
?  you  tellen  aftir  this 
lire  fasoun  all  y-wys, 
wel  y-wrought  was  for  the  nones. 

not  telle  you  all  at  ones,  710 

>  I  may  and  can,  I  shall 
ire  tellen  you  it  all. 

ire  servise,  and  eke  ful  swete, 
briddis  maden,  as  they  sete  ; 
of  love  fill  wel  sownyng, 
songen  in  their  jargonyng  ; 
e  high  and  summe  eke  lowe  songe 
the  braunches  grene  y-spronge. 
jvetnesse  of  her  melodye 
al  myn  herte  in  reverye.  720 

•rhan  that  I  hadde  herde,  I  trowe, 
briddis  sjmgyng  on  a  rowe, 
myght  I  not  withholde  me 
[  ne  wente  inne  forto  see 
yrthe  ;  for  my  desiryng 
ym  to  seen,  over  alle  thjTig  ; 
>untenaunce  and  his  manerc, 
iighte  was  to  me  fill  dere. 
■  ente  I  forth  on  my  right  honde 
by  a  lytel  path  I  fonde,  730 

ntes  fiill  and  fenell  grene. 
iste  by,  withoute  wene, 
yrthe  I  fonde,  and  right  anoon 
sir  Myrthe  gan  I  goon, 
as  he  was,  hym  to  solace. 

►  ith  hym  in  that  lusty  place 
re  folk  and  so  fresh  had  he, 
vhan  I  sawe  I  wondred  me 
hennes  siche  folk  myght  come, 

re  they  weren  all  and  some,         740 
ley  were  lyk,  as  to  my  sighte, 
gels  that  ben  fethered  brighte. 
s  folk,  of  which  I  telle  you  soo, 
a  karole  wenten  thoo. 

.  fethertd  brighte^  with  bright  wings. 
.  karole^  a  ring-dance  to  song. 


A  lady  karolede  hem,  thai  hyght 

Gladnesse,  [the]  blisfuU  and  the  light. 

Wel  coude  she  synge  and  lustyly  ; 

Noon  half  so  wel  and  semely, 

Couthe  make  in  song  sich  refreynynge. 

It  sat  hir  wondir  wel  to  synge  ;  750 

Ilir  voice  ful  clere  was  and  fill  swete, 

She  was  nought  rude  ne  unmete, 

But  couthe  ynow  of  sich  doyng 

As  longeth  unto  karolyng. 

For  she  was  wont  in  every  place 

To  syngen  first,  folk  to  solace, 

For  syngyng  moost  she  gaf  hir  to, 

No  craft  had  she  so  leef  to  do. 

Tho  myghtist  thou  karoles  sene. 

And  folk  daunce  and  mery  bene,  760 

And  make  many  a  faire  toumyng 

Upon  the  grene  gras  springy ng. 

There  myghtist  thou  see  these  flowtours, 

Mynstrales,  and  eke  jogelours. 

That  wel  to  synge  dide  her  pe)me ; 

Somme  songe  songes  of  Lorcyne, 

For  in  Loreyn  her  notes  bee 

P'ull  swetter  than  in  this  contre. 

TKere  was  many  a  tymbester, 

And  saillouris  that  I  dar  wel  swere,     770 

GSuthe  her  craft  fill  parfitly  ; 

The  tymbres  up  ful  sotilly, 

They  caste  and  hente  fiill  ofte, 

Upon  a  fynger  faire  and  softe. 

That  they  [ne]  failide  never  mo. 

Ful  fetys  damyselles  two, 

Ryght  yonge  and  full  of  semelyhede, 

In  kirtles  and  noon  other  wedc 

And  faire  tressed  every  tresse, 

Hadde  Myrthe  doon,  for  his  noblesse,  780 

Amydde  the  karole  forto  daunce. 

But  herof  lieth  no  remembraunce 

How  that  they  daunced  queyntely  ; 

That  oon  wolde  come  all  pryvyly 

Agayn  that  other,  and  whan  they  were 

To-gidre  almost,  they  threwe  yfere 

Her  mouthis  so  that  through  her  play 

It  semed  as  they  kiste  alway. 

749.  MSS.  And ccuthe. 
768.  this  contre,  Orleans. 

770.  saill(mrii,  dancers. 

771.  that  possibly  belongs  before  couthe  in  next 
verse  ;  Fr.  '  Qui  moult  savoient.' 

773.   They  casten  and  \hem\  hente  ful  o/te  ; 
but  perhaps  a  3-beat  line,  cp.  480,  8ot. 
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T'j  ii-nccn  '*rLl  koiaie  they  tbc  gise. 
What  sh-iMe  I  more  \}j  you  rievy^e  :     790 
Ne  brxie  I  never  thennes  go, 
\MiiIes  fr-a'  I  sawe  hem  ■iannrf  so. 

UpoQ  the  karoll  wijnder  Eiste 
I  gan  Lih';/Me,  dl  atte  Usie 
A  lariy  gin  me  forto  espic  :  I 

And  ahc  was  clepctl  O-'riesIE 
The  wor?hipfuII,  the  debonaire, 
I  pray  to  god  evere  fiJJe  hir  £ure. 
Ful  cjrteUIy  she  callede  me, 

*  Wlhat  do  ye  there.  Beau  ser  ? '  quod  she, 

*  Come  [here],  and  if  it  lyke  yow  801  » 
To  dauncen,  dauncith  with  us  now.* 
And  I  withoute  tariyng 
Wcnte  into  the  karolyng. 
I  wxs  abasshed  never  a  dell. 
But  it  to  me  liked  right  well 
That  Curtesie  me  cleped  so. 
And  bad  me  on  the  daunce  go. 
For  if  I  hadde  durst,  ccrteyn 
I  woldc  have  karoled  right  fayn,  810 
As  man  that  was  to  daunce  blithe. 
Thanne  gan  I  loken  oftc  sithe 
The  shape,  the  bodies,  and  the  cheres. 
The  countenaunce,  and  the  maneres 
Of  all  the  folk  that  daunced  there  ; 
And  I  shal  tell  [you]  what  they  were. 

Ful  faire  was  Myrthe,  ful  longcand  high, 
A  fairer  man  I  nevere  sigh  ; 
As  rounde  as  appillc  was  his  face, 
F'ul  rcxly  and  white  in  every  place.       8ao 
?'etys  he  was  and  wel  beseye. 
With  metely  mouth  and  yen  greye. 
His  nose  by  mesure  wrought  ful  right. 
Crispe  was  his  hecr,  and  cek  ful  bright, 
Hise  shuldris  of  a  large  brede. 
And  smalish  in  the  girdilstede. 
He  semcd  lyke  a  f)orlrciture, 
So  noble  he  was  of  his  stature, 
So  faire,  so  joly  and  so  fetys. 
With  lymes  wrought  at  jx)ynt  devys,    830 
Delyver,  smert,  and  of  grete  myght ; 
Ne  sawe  thou  nevere  man  so  lyght. 
Of  bcrde  unncthe  hadde  he  no  thyng. 
For  it  was  in  the  firste  spryng. 

791.  hode^   mistake  for  bctU,  or  had  i  cp.  808, 
The  same  Fr.  is  diffV-rently  rendered  at  1854. 
801.  here,  MSS.  umit  ;  Fr.  '  5a  venez.' 
806.  Sk.  it  me  likede. 
811.  MSS.  right  blithe. 


Foi  yocge  be  «a&,  and  wucrj  ci  tboog^ : 
And  in  sameue  with  bndds  vroogfat. 
And  with  gold  beten  fdl  (etyHj, 
His  body  was  clad  fill  licfacly. 
Wroogbt  was  his  robe  in  stnumge  ffst 
And  al  to-slytered  for  qoejntise  i|t 

In  many  a  place  lowe  and  hie ; 
And  shode  he  was  with  grete  maistne, 
With  shoon  decoped  and  with  bas. 
By  dmery  and  by  solas* 
His  leef  a  rosyn  cJiapelet 
Hadde  made  and  on  his  heed  it  set 

And  wite  ye  who  was  his  leef? 
Dame  Gladnesse  there  was  hym  so  led, 
That  syngith  so  wel  with  ^bd  coanfe, 
That  from  she  was  .XII.  yeer  of  age,   191 
She  of  hir  lore  graunt  hym  made. 
Sir  Mirthe  hir  by  the  fynger  hadde 
Dauns3mg,  and  she  hym  also ; 
Grete  love  was  atwixe  hem  two. 
Bothe  were  they  fuic  and  bright  of  beve : 
She  semede  lyke  a  rose  newe 
Of  colour,  and  hir  flesh  so  tendre 
That  with  a  brere  snude  and  slendre 
Men  m^ht  it  deve,  I  dar  wel  se}Ti ; 
Hir  forheed  frounceles,  al  pleyn  ;        860 
Bent  were  hir  [browne]  browis  two, 
Hir  yen  greye  and  glad  also. 
That  laugheden  ay  in  hir  semblaunt 
First  or  the  mouth,  by  covenaunL 
I  not  what  of  hir  nose  descryve. 
So  faire  hath  no  womman  alyve. 
Hir  heer  was  yelowe,  and  clere  shynjogt 
I  wot  no  lady  so  likyng. 
Of  orfrays  fresh  was  hir  gerlarMl ; 
I,  which  seyen  have  a  thousand,  Sp 

Saugh  never  y-wys  no  gerlond  yiti. 
So  wel  y-wroughl  of  silk  as  it. 
And  in  an  overgilt  samit 
Cladde  she  was,  by  grete  delit, 
Of  which  hir  leef  a  robe  werede ; 
The  myrier  she  in  hir  herte  ferede. 

And  next  hir  wente,  in  hir  other  side. 
The  God  of  Love,  that  can  de\7dc 
Love,  and  as  hym  likith  it  be, 
But  he  can  cherles  daunten,  he,  ^ 

861.  browrUj  supplied  from  Fr. 
865.  MSS.  insert  wot  before  m^t  and  /  s^ 
before  deserve. 
873.  samttf  robe  of  tamite. 
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ken  folkis  pride  fallen, 

can  wel  these  lordis  thrallen, 

yes  putt  at  lowe  degre, 

e  may  hem  to  proude  see. 

)d  of  Love  of  his  fasoun 

:e  no  knave,  ne  quystroun. 

ate  gretly  was  to  preyse, 

lis  robe  to  devise 

encombred  forto  be ; 

ght  y-clad  in  silk  was  he,         890 

in  floures  and  in  flourettes, 

:d  all  with  amorettes. 

h  losenges,  and  scochouns, 

iddes,  lybardes,  and  lyouns, 

>er  beestis  wrought  ftil  well, 

lement  was  everydell 

ded,  and  wrought  with  floures, 

rs  medlyng  of  coloures. 

there  were  of  many  gise, 

y  compas  in  assise  ;  900 

ckide  no  flour  to  my  dome, 

;ht  so  mych  as  flour  of  brome, 

:te,  ne  eke  pervynke, 

noon  that  man  can  on  thynke ; 
ny  a  rose-leef  fill  longe, 
ermelled  ther  amonge, 
3  on  his  heed  was  sette 

reed  a  chapelett. 
ht3mgales,  a  full  grete  route 
en  over  his  heed  aboute,  910 

/es  felden  as  they  flyen  ; 
was  all  with  briddes  wryen, 
tpynjay,  with  nyghtyngale, 
alaundre,  and  with  wodewale, 
nche,  with  lark,  and  with  arch- 
Lungell. 

sde  as  he  were  an  aungell, 
oun    were    comen    fro    hevene 
:lere. 
hadde  with  hym  a  bachelere, 

made  alleweyes  with  hym  be  ; 
LOKYNG  clep^  was  he.  930 

:helere  stode  biholdyng 
ince  ;  and  in  his  honde  holdyng 

ystroun  (O.  F.  coistron),  scullion, 
mnd  only  in  ITi. 

•M  amorettes^  '  by  amorous  g^irls '  \  cp. 
Vith '  in  this  sense  is  common  in  Middle 
cp.  Trailus,  iv.  80. 

rcAaufigt/i I     Ft.    *mesanges,'    which 
defines  as  titmouse. 


Turke  bowes  two  had  he. 
That  oon  of  hem  was  of  a  tree 
That  bereth  a  fhiyt  of  savour  wykke, 
Ful  crokid  was  that  foule  stikke  ; 
And  knotty  here  and  there  also, 
And  blak  as  bery,  or  ony  slo. 
That  other  bowe  was  of  a  plante 
Withouten  wem,  I  dar  warante,  930 

Ful  evene,  and  by  proporcioun 
Treitys  and  long,  of  good  fasoun  ; 
And  it  was  peynted  wel  and  thwyten. 
And  over  al  diapred  and  writen 
With  ladyes  and  with  bacheleris, 
Full  lyghtsom  and  glad  of  cheris. 
These  bowes  two  helde  Swete-lokjmg, 
That  semede  lyk  no  gadelyng, 
And  ten  brode  arowis  hilde  he  there. 
Of  which  .V.  in  his  righthond  were  ;  940 
But  they  were  shaven  well  and  dight, 
Nokked  and  fethered  aright. 
And  all  they  were  with  gold  b3rgoon. 
And  stronge  poynted  everychoon, 
And  sharpe  forto  kerven  well. 
But  iren  was  ther  noon,  ne  steell. 
For  al  was  golde,  merf'myght  it  see, 
Out-take  the  fetheres  and  the  tree. 
The  swiftest  of  these  arowis  fy ve 
Out  of  a  bowe  forto  dryve,  950 

And  beste  fethered  for  to  flee, 
And  fairest  eke,  was  clepid  Beaute  ; 
That  other  arowe  that  hurteth  lesse 
Was  clepid,  as  I  trowe,  Symplesse ; 
The  thridde  cleped  was  Fraunchisc 
That  fethred  was  in  noble  wise. 
With  valour  and  with  curtesye  ; 
The  fourthe  was  cleped  Compaignye, 
That  hevy  forto  shoten  ys  ; 
But  who  so  shetith  right  y-wys,  960 

May  therwith  doon  grete  harme  and  wo. 
The  fifte  of  these,  and  laste  also, 
Faire-Semblaunt  men  that  arowe  calle. 
The  leeste  grevous  of  hem  alle, 
Yit  can  it  make  a  fill  grete  wounde. 
But  he  may  hope  his  soris  sounde. 
That  hurt  is  with  that  arowe  y-wys ; 
His  wo  the  bette  bistowed  is. 


923.  Turke  Sotufs,  etc.  MSS.  add  yit/i  wel 
devysed  (not  in  Fr.)  after  two.  Cp.  Ta/eSy  A  2895, 
where  'Turkeis.' 

932.  MS^. /ui gyfod :  Ft.  ' de  bone  fa^on. ' 
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'jv^yj^' 


Ttar.  -.rr.  Tii  5'jjuiti;  i: 

J'.r  ica.-.  tZMl  sti^  »xi  ixT.:  vTr. 

Tbt  frs:  ::c  Jen  s     -  -  -  - 
Tzar  :cisr  ar:»»» 

»  ^rr     ...TiJJt  -X  2i( 


9» 


I30C 


To  i/t=i.  WW  we£  Mii^ijig  £xd  ibt»;. 
Tilt  :'..»;1*  crokid  'ztymt  hsSxc* 

Tr't:T*r  ir.,»i^  ^•"S"t,  •'-ar  be:  -: — nr:e 

Of  h-rr  p«:T»eT,  i-±*c  biT  =:v^h- 
Htnr.tr  »hal  I  '.tlli:^  ri^: 
Tr.c  i.>:,*jie.  ar^i  eie  si^T£a.:;2.ce  : 
As  frr  a.?  I  haT*  recienibn:isce 
All  5r»il  be  seifi,  I  myiirtake, 
Er  .^f  'Jrili  brp'jk  an  er>ie  I  make. 
X  jv  c  jTne  I  :o  my  talc  age^Ti. 
Hit  a'.cLrfir*t  I  w>Ie  y>u  sevr. 
The  fa.>\/.:n.  and  the  coGr.:c:ia.unces 
f)t  all  th-  fjik  ihat  on  the  daunce  i-. 
The  Gj"!  of  Love,  jolyf  and  lyght. 
I^'i-r  or*  his  honde  a  lady  bngh:. 
<^jf  hi^'h  pr)-^  and  of  grete  degre  ; 
This  La-'iv  called  «-as  Beaute, 
.Vs  an  aro*e  of  which  I  tolde, 
Fal  wel  [y-jthewcd  was  she  holde ; 
\e  she  *a5  derk,  ne  uroan,  but  bright. 
And  clere  as  [U]  the  mone  lyght,        loio 
Age^Ti  whom  all  the  sterrcs  semen 
But  smalc  candels,  as  we  demen. 
Hit  fl».*sh  was  tendre  as  dewe  of  flour, 
Hir  ch'.-rc  was  S}'mple  as  byrde  in  boor, 
A-.  whyt»*  as  lylye  or  ro-ic  in  lys ; 

97?.   MSf>.  read  as  for  a/,  *  toutc' 
'//t.   Pcrh'ips  rea/i  cifHtrai'rf ;  cp.  34S. 
1014.  hyrdtf  bri<ic. 


viih  aiL      x: 


Aa  hjjh  i*dT  of  gitt  nc^ifesse, 

Asjd  gTK  of  pfTS  in 

Bli:  vbj  so  darste  to 

Or  t£I  hir  folk,  in  weed  or  dedc. 

He  were  fill  hardT.  c»d  of  «i;«tk. 


i: 


For  bocbe  she  belpe  ai>i  hyodre  miy : 
And  'hxi  is  XK>3g;h:  of  yiaeriay.         i 
Tha:  rich,;  folk  have  full  giet  mygh: 
To  heipe,  aad  eke  to  grrtTe  a  wy^h:. 
The  lesre  and  gr«ttes;  oi  vaioci 
Diiea  Rycbesse  fal  gret  bococx. 
Azui  besy  weren  hir  to  serve. 
For  iha:  they  wolde  hir  love  deserve. 
They  cleped  hir  '  Lady,"  grete  and  seal 
This  midc  world  hir  dnedith  all. 
This  wof  ki  is  all  in  hir  daxuigere. 
Hir  court  hath  many  a  loEsei^cre, 
And  many  a  traytour  envyoas. 
That  ben  ful  besy  and  curyous 
Forto  dispreisen  and  to  blame 


1018.  vtjntrrd^  *  ^ig:nie,  not  dsevfacre  f« 
in  English  unkas  in  ^veznnuU  ^rvavx.'  0- 
Homibes  (Morm)  fi.  at^  where  the  mar. 
seems  to  be   'ogling   ^iuccs*    as    here. 

{  changes  to  wyndrtd  as  in  iokv 

1019.  f^^ftd,  defined  by  Coles  (171  jj  'it 
fine.'  V.  I>>xe's  Skelton  iL  939,  'mYmst^  ptfU ) 
\s  quoted. 

i030w  xvynJre^  to  trim  (the  hairX  Comv  < 
1018. 

1036.  t^mchttk,  Kaluxa'semendatioa  for  /«.*»: 
of  the  MSS. 

1037.  MSS.  vecrk^  '  par  fats  ou  par  di<. 
1043.  MSS.  htsie  for  Ustt,   *li  grei^n^^r  et 

nwnor.* 
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)est  (leserven  love  and  name, 
the  folk,  hem  to  bigilen, 
losengeris  hem  preyse,  and  smylen, 
uis  the  world  with  word  anoynten ; 
ftirward  they  prille,  and  po)mten 
Ik  right  to  the  bare  boon, 
le  her  l)ak  whan  they  ben  goon, 
>ule  abate  the  folkis  prys.  io6x 

any  a  worthy  man,  y-wys 
ndrid,  have  do  to  dye 
losengers  thorough  flaterye  ; 
take  folk  fill  straunge  be 
hem  oughte  be  pryve. 
rel  mote  they  thryve  and  thee, 
vol  arryved  mote  they  be, 
losengers  ful  of  envye  ; 
od  man  loveth  her  companye.   1070 
se  a  robe  of  purpur  on  hadde, 
we  not  that  I  lye  or  madde, 
this  world  is  noon  hir  lyche, 
a  thousand  deel  so  riche, 
■)n  so  faire  ;  for  it  ful  well 
)rfrays  leyd  was  everydeell 
ortraied  in  the  ribanynges 
tes  storyes,  and  of  kynges, 
ith  a  bend  of  gold  tasseled, 
noppis  fyne  of  gold  ameled.      xo8o 
I  hir  nekke  of  gentyl  entayle 
lete  the  riche  chevesaile, 
ch  ther  was  full  gret  plente 
les  clere  and  bright  to  see. 
sse  a  girdell  hadde  upon, 
>kele  of  it  was  of  a  stoon, 
tu  gret  and  mochel  of  myght ; 
lo  so  bare  the  stoon  so  bright, 
ym  durst  hym  no  thing  doute, 
he  the  stoon  hadde  hym  aboute. 
toon  was  gretly  forto  love,         1091 
yl  a  riche  mannys  byhove, 
all  the  gold  in  Rome  and  Frise. 
ourdaunt  wrought  in  noble  wise 

PriiU(Jh.prili,G.^rUe\  Fr.  'poignent,' 
right  (qx  sb.  ^li,  a  topY   and  mean 

tte.     But  probably  the  scribe  s  mistake  for 

>ierce ;  cp.  5556,  where  de^e  for  tlotht. 

And  make^  Th.  And  maketk ;  G  have 

'  car  il  tout,'  etc. 

arryved,  G  achyved, 

durst,  need.    The  forms  of  diirren  and 

ere  confused  in  Middle  English  ;  cp.  1324, 


mourdaunty  the  pendant  of  the  girdle. 


Was  of  a  stoon  full  precious. 

That  was  so  fyne  and  vertuous 

That  hole  a  man  it  koude  make 

Of  palasie,  and  [of]  tothe  ake. 

And  yit  the  stoon  hadde  such  a  grace 

That  he  was  siker  in  every  place,       noo 

All  thilke  day  not  blynde  to  bene. 

That  fastyng  myght  that  stoon  [have]  scene. 

The  barres  were  of  gold  ful  fyne 

Upon  a  tyssu  of  satyne, 

Full  hevy,  gret,  and  no  thyng  lyght, 

In  everiche  was  a  besaunt-wight. 

Uix)n  the  tresses  of  Richesse 

Was  sette  a  cercle,  for  noblesse. 

Of  brend  gold  that  full  lyghte  shoon. 

So  faire  trowe  I  was  never  noon.        mo 

But  she  were  kunnyng  for  the  nonys. 

That  koude  devyse  alle  the  stonys. 

That  in  that  cercle  shewen  clere. 

It  is  a  wondir  thing  to  here. 

For  no  man  koude  preyse  or  gesse 

Of  hem  the  valewe  or  richesse. 

Rubyes  there  were,  saphires,  jagounces. 

And  emeraudes  more  than  two  ounces. 

But  all  byfore  fill  sotilly 

A  fyn  charboncle  sette  saugh  I ;  tiao 

The  stoon  so  clere  was  and  so  bright. 

That  also  soone  as  it  was  nyght. 

Men  myght[e]  seen  to  go  for  nede 

A  myle  or  two  in  lengthe  and  brede. 

Sfch  lyght  sprang  oute  of  the  stone, 

That  Richesse  wondir  brighte  shone, 

Bothe  hir  heed  and  all  hir  face, 

And  eke  aboute  hir  al  the  place. 

Dame  Richesse  on  hir  honde  gan  lede 
A  yong  man  full  of  semelyhede,  1130 

That  she  best  loved  of  ony  thing, 
ft  is  lust  was  mych  in  housholding, 
In  cloth)mg  was  he  ful  fetys, 
And  loved  to  have  well  hors  of  prys  ; 
He  wende  to  have  reproved  be 
Of  theft  or  moordre,  if  that  he 
Hadde  in  his  stable  ony  hakeney. 
And  therfore  he  desired  ay 

1 102.  have^  supplied  from  Fr.,  M'avoit  vefle.' 
1 106.  besauntf  a  gold  coin  worth  about  a  half- 
sovereign. 

iwj.  jagounces^  cp.  'There  is  a  stone  whiche 
called  is  jagounce.  .  .  .  Cytryne  of  colour,  lyke 
gamettes  of  entayle.'  Lydgate's  Minor  Poems^ 
p.  188. 


671 


jiy^-i2y> 


THE  ROyfAUXT  OF  THE  ROSE 


To  \^  au^ueynted  with  Richcsse, 

For  all  hu  (jurpos,  as  I  gesse,  n^ 

Wxs  fono  make  gret  dispense 

\VttlK>ute  weTii3mg  or  diffense ; 

And  Richesse  myght  it  wel  sastene 

And  hir  dispence  well  majntene. 

And  hyrn  alwey  sich  plente  sende 

Of  gold  and  silver  forto  spende 

Withoutc  lakking  or  dannger. 

As  it  were  poured  in  a  gamer. 

And  after  on  the  dannce  wente 
Largessr,  that  sette  al  hir  entente    1150 
P'orto  be  honourable  and  free. 
Of  Alexandres  kyn  was  she ; 
Hir  mostc  joyc  was  y-wys 
Whan  that   she  yaf,  and   seide,  '  Have 

this.' 
Not  Avarice,  the  foole  caytyf. 
Was  half  to  gripe  so  ententyf, 
As  I^r(;csse  is  to  yeve  and  spende ; 
And  g(A  ynough  alwey  hir  sende. 
So  that  the  more  she  yaf  awey 
The  more  y-wys  she  hadde  alwey.       1160 
Orel  lof>s  hath  largesse  and  gret  pris, 
For  bothe  wyse  folk  and  unwys 
Were  hr>oly  to  hir  baundon  brought, 
.So  wel  with  ^nftes  hath  she  wrought. 
And  if  she  hadde  an  enemy, 
I  trowe  that  she  coude  tristely 
Make  hym  full  soone  hir  freend  to  be, 
.So  large  of  yift  and  free  was  she. 
Thcrfore  she  stode  in  love  and  grace 
Of  riche  and  pover  in  every  place.       1170 
A  full  gret  fool  is  he  y-wys 
That  bothe  riche  and  nygart  is ; 
A  lord  may  have  no  maner  vice 
That  greveth  more  than  avarice  ; 
For    nygart    never    with    strengthe     of 

honde 
May  Wynne  gret  lordship  or  londe  ; 
For  freend  is  all  to  fewe  hath  he 
To  doon  his  will  perfourmed  be. 
And  who  so  wole  have  freendis  heere, 
He  may  not  holde  his  trcsour  deere.  1180 
For  by  cnsample  I  telle  this, 
Right  as  an  adamaund  y-w)'s 
Can  drawen  to  hym  sotylly 
The  yren  that  is  leid  therby, 


I 


So  dnwith  Iblkes 
Silver  and  gold  tbst 


T-WTS 


•.158.  srfuie,  S€nt. 

1 166.  trisUly,  111.  cra/tely. 


Of  tkhe  pmpm 

Wel  iammed 

And  opened  faoMlde  she  Inr  ookre; 

For  Ae  right  there  hadde  in  pRsea 

Unto  a  lady  futtd  present 

Of  a  gold  farocfae,  fbl  «el  wroqghL 

And  ccrtjs  it  mysatte  hir  noogfat. 

Fortfaofoogh 

The  flesh  was  seen  as  white  as  mriL 

Laigesse,  that  noithy  was  and  my% 

H3de  by  the  honde  a  knyght  of  prn. 

Was  sibbe  to  Artoor  of  Brii^&e, 

And  that  was  he  that  bare  the  tssufft 

Of  worship^  and  the  goonfuioon.       a» 

And  yit  he  is  of  sich  renoim 

That  men  of  h jm  seye  fiure  thyi^es 

Bjrfore  faaioans,  erles,  and  kyi^ei. 

This  knyght  was  comen  all  newly 

Fro  [a]  touiiieiyng  fiiste  by. 

Ther  hadde  he  don  gret  chyralrie 
Through  his  Tcrtu  and  hi«  maistrie. 
And  for  the  love  of  his  lenunan 
He  caste  doan  many  a  dooghtv  man.  ns 
And  next  hym  damnscd  dameFnAU  NCHisi, 
Araycd  in  foil  noble  gyse. 
She  was  not  broone  ne  dunne  of  hemt. 
But  white  as  snowe  y-fiillen  newe. 
Hir  nose  was  wrought  at  poynt  detys. 
For  it  was  gentyl  amd  tretj-s. 
With  eyen  gladde  and  browes  bcnte. 
Hir  here  doun  to  hir  helis  wente ; 
And  she  was  symple  as  dowve  on  net 
Ful  debonaire  of  herte  was  she  ;        19 
SHe  durst  neither  seyn  ne  do 
But  that  that  hir  longed  to. 
And  if  a  man  were  in  distresse. 
And  for  hir  love  in  hevynesse 
Hir  herte  wolde  have  ftill  gret  pile. 
She  was  so  amiable  and  free. 
For  were  a  man  for  hir  bistadde. 
She  wolde  ben  right  sore  adradde 
That  she  dide  over  gret  outrage; 
But  she  hym  holpe  his  hanne  to  aswagc 

1 185.  Aertt's,  as  in  v.  76,  is  to  be  read  a»  one 
syllable. 

1 188.  MSS.  Sarlynydk. 

1 1 99.  /./.  Who  was  sib.  etc 

1206.  MSS.  omit  a;  Fr.  'd'on  torooiemeet 
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ight  it  ell  a  vylanye.  1331 

hadde  on  a  sukkenye 
t  of  hempe  ne  heerdis  was ; 
vas  noon  in  all  Arras. 

was  ridled  fetysly  ! 
s  nat  a  poynt  trewely 
nas  in  his  right  assise, 
i  y -clothed  was  Fraunchise, 
'  is  no  cloth  sittith  bet 
ysell  than  doth  roket ;  1240 

nan  wel  more  fetys  is 
.  than  in  cote  y-wis. 
yrte  roket,  rydled  faire, 
eth  that  full  debonaire 
^te  was  she  that  it  bere. 
'  daunced  a  bachelere  ; 
>t  telle  you  what  he  hight, 
I  he  was  and  of  good  hight, 
ie  he  be,  I  sey  no  more, 
lis  sone  of  Wyndesore.  1250 

lext  that  daunced  CuRTESYE, 
sised  was  of  lowe  and  hye, 
her  proude  ne  foole  was  she. 
o  daunce  called  me, 
od  yeve  hir  right  good  grace  ! 
\  I  come  first  into  the  place, 

not  nyce  ne  outrageous, 

and  ware  and  vertuous  ; 
spech«  and  of  faire  answere, 
^er  w^ht  mysseid  of  here,       1260 
bar  rancour  to  no  wight, 
oune  she  was  and  therto  bright 

of  body  avenaunt ; 
>  lady  so  plesaunt. 
e  worthy  forto  bene 
eresse  or  crowned  quene. 
3y  hir  wente  a  knyght  dauncyng, 
>rthy  was  and  wel  spekyng, 
wel  koude  he  don  honour, 
^ght  was  faire  and  styf  in  stour, 
armure  a  semely  man,  1271 

Ibiloved  of  his  lemman. 

Idilnessb  thanne  saugh  I, 
vey  was  me  faste  by  ; 
ave  I  withoute  fayle 


Mkkenye^  'sorqtianie,'  a  canvas  jacket, 

gaberaine  (Cotgr.X 

poynt^  one  point. 

e.  Edward  I.  the  son  of  Henry  III.  of 


Told  yow  the  shap  and  apparayle. 
For,  as  I  seide,  loo  that  was  she 
That  dide  to  me  so  gret  bounte, 
That  she  the  gate  of  the  gardyn 
Undide  and  lete  me  passen  in.  xa8o 

And  after  daunced,  as  I  gesse, 
YouTHE  fulfilled  of  lustynesse, 
That  nas  not  yit  XII  yeer  of  age, 
With  herte  wylde  and  thought  volage. 
Nyce  she  was,  but  she  ne  mente 
Noon  harme  ne  slight  in  hir  entente. 
But  oonly  lust  and  jolyte  ; 
For  yonge  folk  wele  witen  ye 
Have  lytel  thought  but  on  her  play. 
Hir  lemman  was  biside  alway  1290 

In  sich  a  gise  that  he  hir  kyste 
At  alle  tymes  that  hym  lyste ; 
That  all  the  daunce  myght  it  see. 
They  make  no  force  of  pry  vete  ; 
For  who  spake  of  hem  yvel  or  well. 
They  were  ashamed  neveradell. 
But  men  myght  seen  hem  kisse  there. 
As  it  two  yonge  dowves  were. 
For  yong  was  thiike  bachelere, 
Of  beaute  wot  I  noon  his  pere,  1300 

And  he  was  right  of  sich  an  age 
As  Youthe  his  leef,  and  sich  corage. 

The  lusty  folk  that  daunced  there, 
And  also  other  that  with  hem  were, 
That  weren  all  of  her  meyne, 
Ful  hende  folk  and  w}^  and  firee 
And  folk  of  faire  port  trewely 
They  weren  alle  comunly. 
Whanne  I  hadde  seen  the  countenaunces 
Of  hem  that  ladden  thus  these  daunces, 
Thanne  hadde  I  will  to  gon  and  see  1311 
The  gardyne  that  so  lyked  me. 
And  loken  on  these  fiure  loreres, 
On  pyntrees,  cedres,  and  olmeris. 
The  daunces  thanne  y-ended  were, 
For  many  of  hem  that  daunced  there 
Were  with  her  loves  went  awey, 
Undir  the  trees  to  have  her  pley. 
A  lord,  they  lyved  lustyly  I 
A  gret  fool  were  he  sikirly  1320 


1282.  Youthe  (MSS.  And  she\  proposed  by 
Ten  Brink. 

1308.   They^  MSS.  There. 

13 14.  olmeris  (Sj  oliuerisX)^  elms.  'Moriers' 
was  perhaps  read  as  ormiers;  but  olyveris  in 
fere  (G  omiu) ;  Kaluxa  reads  wel  was.     I  v.  1381' translates  '  oUviers.' 
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iCT  a,  oue  tree, 
xf  toexi  biddc  n«de. 


I.'  >. 
I-   -^ 


:•:  vi  :r  c-i^-  "^-  shirt; r:  ;.:  :r^.: 

J  fir  '7:2   :r  ■::*  jtzw^  ^-i. 
'LiJTT  icii  r^i;  ?:r:  irT^-i. 

Irs-;!--  ■*;i:~«:;s  ic  i=7c  =:e.        i; 


1--  I  r-i  ::r  :r.  i..  :r.e  pj  :rr.  le. 

v^  •  •  ■  ■ 

I:  »3^  if  '.:~-g  ii  ::  *i5  jj^i.  :jtx 

O:'  :r--.^.  zaile  rven-  ir-t-t  hi?  c>-irc^. 

*>:'  «"-.;:>.  :'r.tT  were  tw:  :t  :r.rre. 
Tr.tr ±  -At re.  ar.i  'hi:  wow  I  full  well. 
Of  p-.-r.r  ^.i-rr.e:-.)-?  a  full  gre:  del!. 
T'r.'s.'.  :«  :i  :'r-v:  :'i!l  well  to  Ivke. 
Nir. >.■■.'.■  ::  f.'.k  whar.ne  thev  ben  iike. 
Ar.!  rr-i-TS  thvrc  vierc  of  gret  foisoun 
Th-i*  bar  en  notto  in  her  ses^jun  i3<5o 

^urh  a.s  r.'.en  no:c  mj-ggcs  calle. 
That  s^^•>:e  r.f  saviiur  ben  withalle  : 
An'l  almanfl'jrcs  gret  plente, 

|-;2T,   h'r  thnnk€\.  uillin^ly. 

I  -.if.,  /r/.-  i-  ofter.  indcAnite in  Mit'dle  Eng]uh. 

\  sV*-  *'  '^  f-raid,  immediately. 

1141,  Skeai  rea'l^^  nW  for  hadtU ;  Fr.  *S« 
il  fa  t  t.ii.l  'pie  a  moi  traie.'  Perhaps  join  with 
the  ri««t  linr  \ff  r*!a«lir;'  Or  for  />rin  1342. 

iY'i'  tihtt'iHiirrei,     MSS.     ahMandrts^      Kr. 


Ticmigi  'be  ganliii  is  length  aai  Ixat 
Thie  wx?  eke  wesysg  mar.y  a  spce. 
As  iirwe-geiitte.  a=ii  iTCorice. 
C-n^TT^  inc  gre\LL  de  Pazadrs. 
y  ari""    231  setewaJe  of  errs*  xre 

mm  * 

A::c  =azT  a  ^ice  delitab-Ie 

T:  i^±=  xran  Ecen  rise  fru  lable. 

A^c  TariT  hctnlT  trees  cber  were 

T-jl:  recr.es>.  coyaes^  aai  apples  bead, 

Jti^ilerf.  7iovse&  perys  chessercis. 

CTes'.s.  re'  which  marv  cx>c  fiTae  y. 

Nv:t«s»  al-iv^  and  boLis. 

Tbi:  :':r-;  seec  h  w^u  fojtj : 

\V:±  =dc:y  high  lorer  arid  rrr. 

^.Vis  rtzf^  dene  all  -ha:  ganiyn.     id 


With  daces  and  with  oiyswis. 
yy.  »hich  cba:  cy^  n^r  ptente  heert  s^ 
There  were  eiase*  grete  and  stronge. 
Maples^  as.^e,  -i.ie,  aspc.  pbnes  kx«?e. 
Fr::e  ew.  popler.  a::.2  lyndes  fure. 
.\:i.i  othere  trees  f:ill  many  a  payre— 
^iVba:  5h.il«ie  I  tel  yoa  more  of  it .' 
Tz"*!*  were  s.^  niany  trees  yr.u 
Thi:  I  shulie  al  er.combnr*:  I* 
Er  I  hii  reker.ed  ever^■  iret.  -'i^ 

These  :rees  were  5ette.  tha:  I  -Jetyjc. 
t>:e  trom  ar.other  in  a><^-v^j 
Fyve  £idome  or  six  e.  I  irowc  .«..■ : 
Bu:  :hey  were  hye  and  great  also. 
And  for  :o  kcpe  01::  wel  the  Sonne, 
Tne  croppes  were  ?o  ihicke  y-ronne. 
And  every  braunche  in  .  -ther  knette. 
And  ful  of  grenc  leves  seite. 
That  Sonne  myght  there  none  disoesc^ 
Lcs:  [it]  the  lender  grasses  sheniie.    i»» 
Tlicre  mj-ght  men  does  and  roes  y-sc. 
.\nd  of  squyrels  fill  great  plente 
■  From  bowe  to  bowe  ali»-aye  lepynge: 
Connes  there  were  also  plaiynge. 
That  comyn  out  of  her  clapers. 
Of  sondrie  colours  and  maners 
And  maden  many  a  toumei}'ng 
Upon  the  fresshe  grasse  spryngyng. 

In  places  sawe  I  welles  there 
In  whiche  there  no  frogges  were.       i«>^ 
And  Eeiyre  in  shado«-e  was  e\'ery  wtUe. 
But  I  ne  can  the  nombre  telle 

141 1,  thtuiiwt^  perhaps  read  sk^St. 
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ys  smal,  that  by  devyse 

lad  done  come  through  condyse ; 

le  the  water  in  rennyng 

:e  a  noyse  fill  lykyng. 

the  brinkes  of  these  welles 
he  stremes  over  al  elles 
up  the  grasse,  as  thicke  y-set 
e  as  any  veluet,  1420 

he  men  myght  his  lemman  ley 
fetherbed  to  pley, 
^rthe  was  ful  softe  and  swete. 
moisture  of  the  welle  wete 
up  the  sote  grene  gras 

as  thicke,  as  myster  was. 
he  amended  it  the  place 
rthe  was  of  suche  a  grace 
>f  floures  hath  plente, 
he  in  somer  and  wynter  be.  1430 
range  the  vyolet  al  newe, 
she  j)er\ynke  riche  of  hewe, 
res  yelowe,  white,  and  rede, 
ente  grewe  there  never  in  mede. 
\  was  al  the  grounde,  and  qucynt 
dred,  as  men  had  it  peynt 
iny  a  fresshe  and  sondrie  floure, 
ten  up  ful  good  savour, 
nat  longe  holde  you  in  fable 
s  garden  delectable,  1440 

ay  tonge  stynten  nede  ; 
:  maye  withouten  drede 
tellen  you  the  beaute  al, 
;  the  bounte  there  with  al. 
t  on  right  honde  and  on  lefte 
le  place  ;  it  was  nat  lefte 
.d  al  the  garden  [in]  bene, 
sters  that  men  myghte  sene. 
s  while  I  wente  in  my  playe 
i  of  Love  me  folowed  aye,     1450 
I  an  hunter  can  abyde 
St,  tyl  he  seeth  his  tyde 
m  at  good  messe  to  the  dere, 
lat  hym  nedeth  go  no  nere. 
io  befyl  I  rested  me 
a  wel  under  a  tree, 
tree  in  Fraunce  men  cal  a  pyne ; 

'.luet^  trisyllabic. 

'yster^  need ;  cp.  w.  6^x9,  6581,  7324. 

%tk ;  cp.  1653  tor  a  similar  change  of 


yudrtdt  '  piolee.' 
p.  V.  X348. 


But  sithe  the  tyme  of  k)mg  Pepyne, 
Ne  grewe  there  tree  in  mannes  syght 
So  fayre,  ne  so  wel  woxe  in  hight,     1460 
In  al  that  yarde  so  high  vms  none. 
And  springyng  in  a  marble  stone 
Had  nature  set,  the  sothe  to  telle, 
Under  that  p)me  tree  a  welle ; 
And  on  the  border  al  withoute 
Was  written  in  the  stone  aboute 
Letters  smal,  that  sayden  thus  : 
•  Here  starfe  the  fayre  Narcisus.' 

Narcisus  was  a  bachelere  1469 

That  Love  had  caught  in  his  daungere, 
And  in  his  nette  gan  hym  so  strayne. 
And  dyd  him  so  to  wepe  and  playne, 
That  nede  him  must  his  lyfe  forgo. 
For  a  fayre  lady  that  hight  Echo 
Him  loved  over  any  creature, 
And  gan  for  hym  suche  payne  endure. 
That  on  a  tyme  she  him  tolde 
Thit,  if  he  her  loven  nolde, 
That  her  behoved  nedes  dye, 
There  laye  none  other  remedye.  1480 

But  nathelesse  for  his  beaute 
So  feirs  and  daungerous  was  he 
That  he  nolde  graunte  hir  askyng, 
For  wepyng  ne  for  faire  praiyng. 
And  whanne  she  herd  hym  weme  soo. 
She  hadde  in  herte  so  gret  woo. 
And  took  it  in  so  gret  dispite, 
That  she  withoute  more  respite 
Was  deed  anoon.     But  er  she  deied 
Full  pitously  to  god  she  preied,  1490 

That  proude-hertid  Narcisus, 
That  was  in  love  so  daungerous, 
Myght  on  a  day  be  hampred  so 
For  love,  and  ben  so  hoot  for  woo. 
That  never  he  myght  to  joye  atteyne. 
Than  he  shulde  feele  in  every  veyne 
WTiat  sorowe  trewe  lovers  maken 
That  ben  so  velaynesly  forsaken. 
This  prayer  was  but  resonable, 
Therfore  god  helde  it  ferme  and  stable. 
For  Narcisus,  shortly  to  telle,  1501 

By  aventure  come  to  that  welle. 
To  resten  hym  in  that  shadowing 
A  day  whanne  he  come  fro  huntyng. 


Z470.  daungere f  dominion. 
1473.  nedtt  adverbiaL 
Z490.  Tkan^  when. 
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'".j^  r.i-  ■varLS'i ur.  r.r  *.■  ^ 

..r   ...  ••    ...a..  r«c  i.r?-."*-fw« 

G  .^ :  '..-.  :  .'.  well  you  re  while  quy:e. 

Wr.-.r.;.-;  :ha:  this  le'.tre  of  which  I  lelie 

Ha  :'':-j  u-^ht  Ji'.c  tha:  it  was  ihe  wdlc 

<-»:'  Narci.>■.:•^  in  hi»  Lfeaute, 

I  t;ar.  r-.r.o.a  wiihdrawe  me, 

Whar.r.c  i:  :'•--*. le  in  my  remembraunce 

That  hv:;.  '^iti'Ide  such  mvschauncc. 

1537.  a.i»'/..nf«.    'j^uerredon'  (confused   wiih 
gu«ri::*i  ':),  rc-a-ard. 

1535.  Fro^  MSS.  /'i?»'.  'dt  la  me*chine.' 

1540.  /^rr,  'amis,'  perhaps  read  lati;  but  cp^ 
V.  19^5.     ageym  her«  means  *in  respect  to.' 

1541.  to  witt^  gerundive,  i.e.  u  to  be  imputed 
to  you. 

1543.  Uttrt^  writing. 


it 


^.  f 


Frs.sz.T 


•  •  • 

Ni  =j:cc  :hjLZ  nay  ib*  sc*  t*  crrc. 
I>: ""^^  i:  ibe  'airtrac  5c::e  awe  I 
Tw3  acscaJ  Kc-rrs  cnitelj 
I~  'Jiflke  rreshe  and  aire  welic. 
B=:  c  :hi=§  socJr  car  I  ztZt  t 

Till  y*  w^Ie  b-jlce  a  grc;  zaemyitf 
\\"hi2j:e  i:  »  :  jide,  ^iibocies  ixylc 
F:r  «ha=^*  ie  >:r.r.e  clere  in  sagr- 
Ci*:  :-  :'m:  mel'.e  his  t<rn:.y*  brlgb!. 
A:ii  -Jva:  the  het'.e  i3e5c*r.div:  i-s. 
ThATirie  Lake-ji  the  crii^ail  stoca  v-«t 
-V^y::  the  sonse  an  hur.drid  hewis. 
i-'.ewe.  yeiowe.  and   rede  that  ire-  4^ 

newe  is. 
V:tt  hith  the  mcrveiJo*j<  crisull 
S-ch  strengihc,  thai  the  place  oTenjl  iT- 
B>:>the  flour,  and  tree,  and  le\*es  grese. 
.And  all  the  yeide  in  it  is  seene. 
And  forto  don  you  to  undirstonde. 
To  make  ensample  wole  I  fonde. 
Ryght  as  a  myrrour  openly 
Shew-ith  alle  thing  that  stont  therby. 
As  well  the  colour  as  the  figure. 
Withouten  ony  coverture ; 
Right  so  the  cristall  stoon  sh}-nyng, 
Withouten  ony  disscy%yng,  i?* 

The  esirees  of  the  yerde  accusith. 
To  hym  that  in  the  i»:ater  musith. 
P^or  evere  in  which  half  that  ye  be 

1578.  rtdt  thmi/rtsh  mnd  nerve  is.  *  \'enneiL 
isSi.  yf(mr,  MSS..^//;  Fr.  'flor*.' 
X586.  tf(mt,  MSS.  stonJitk;  read  Skra'ik*:^ 
fJkim^t  etc 
1591.  tstrti*  OiSS.  tntrut\  M'cstrc* 


676 


THE  ROMAUNT  OF  THE  ROSE 


I 594- 1680 


well  half  the  gard)nie  se  ; 
le  tume,  he  may  right  well 
e  remenaunt  everydcll. 
r  is  noon  so  litil  thyng 
e  ne  closid  with  shittyng, 
ne  is  sene  as  though  it  were 

in  the  cristall  there.  1600 

the  mirrour  perilous, 
h  the  proude  Narcisus 
1  his  face  &ire  and  bright ; 
ide  hym  swithe  to  lie  upright. 
)  so  loketh  in  that  mirrour, 
ly  no  thyng  ben  his  socour, 

ne  shall  there  sene  some  thyng 
al  hym  lede  into  lovyng. 
ny  worthy  man  hath  it 
,  for  folk  of  grettist  wit  i6xo 

ne  caught  heere  and  awayted  ; 
ten  respite  ben  they  baited. 
:omth  to  folk  of  newe  rage, 
ihaungith  many  wight  corage  ; 
ith  no  rede  ne  witte  therto, 
lus  sone,  daun  Cupido, 
>wen  there  of  love  the  seed, 
1p  ne  lith  there  noon,  ne  rede, 
lith  it  the  welle  aboute. 
incs  hath  he  sett  withoute,       1630 
brto  cacche  in  his  panters 
lamoysels  and  bachelers. 
ill  noon  other  briddc  cacche 

he  sette  either  nette  or  lacche. 

the  seed  that  heere  was  sowen 
^lle  is  clepid,  as  well  is  knowen, 
ille  of  Love  of  verray  right, 
:h  ther  hath  fill  many  a  wight 
n  bookis  dyversely. 
y  shull  never  so  verily  1630 

cioun  of  the  welle  heere, 
the  sothe  of  this  matere, 
hull,  whanne  I  have  undo 
it  that  hir  bilongith  to. 
ly  me  liked  forto  dwelle 
!  the  cristall  in  the  welle, 


\t  is  the  indefinite  pronoun,  /./.  '  one ' ; 

,ov.  1540. 

,e.  to  he  dead  ;  cp.  Talts^  D  768. 

4SS.  lavgkyng. 

'erhaps   we    should    read     Y  •  bUint^ 

;  Fr.  '  mis  en  rage.' 

fnetue^  anew. 

>aHters,  cp.  Leg.  o/G.  IV.  131. 


That  shewide  me  full  openly 

A  thousand  thinges  faste  by. 

But  I  may  say  in  sory  houre 

Stode  I  to  loken  or  to  poure,  1640 

For  sithen  [have]  I  sore  siked  ; 

That  mirrour  hath  me  now  entriked. 

But  hadde  I  first  knowen  in  my  wit 

The  vertue  and  [the]  strengthe  of  it, 

I  nolde  not  have  mused  there  ; 

M6  had  bette  bene  ellis  where. 

For  in  the  snare  I  fell  anoon 

That  hath  bitresshed  many  oon. 

In  thilke  mirrour  sawe  I  tho, 

Among  a  thousand  thinges  mo,  1650 

A  roser  chargid  full  of  rosis. 

That  with  an  hegge  aboute  enclos  is. 

Tho  had  I  sich  lust  and  envie. 

That  for  Parys,  ne  for  Pavie, 

Nolde  I  have  left  to  goon  and  see 

There  grettist  hepe  of  roses  be. 

Whanne  I  was  with  this  rage  hent, 

That  caught  hath  many  a  man  and  shent, 

Toward  the  roser  gan  I  go. 

And  whanne  I  was  not  fer  therfro,     1660 

The  savour  of  the  roses  swote 

Me  smote  right  to  the  herte  rote. 

As  I  hadde  all  enbawmed  be. 

And  if  I  ne  hadde  endouted  me 

To  have  ben  hatid  or  assailed. 

My  thankis  wolde  I  not  have  failed 

To  pulle  a  rose  of  all  that  route 

To  beren  in  myn  honde  aboute, 

And  smellen  to  it  where  I  wente ; 

But  ever  I  dredde  me  to  repente,        1670 

And  leste  it  grevede  or  forthought 

The  lord  that  thilke  gardyn  wrought. 

Of  roses  ther  were  grete  wone. 

So  faire  waxe  never  in  rone. 

Of  knoppes  clos  some  sawe  I  there. 

And  some  wel  beter  woxen  were ; 

And  some  ther  ben  of  other  moysoun. 

That  drowc  nygh  to  her  sesoun. 

And  spedde  hem  faste  forto  sprede. 

I  love  well  sich  roses  rede,  1680 

1641.  MSS.  tighide^  cp.  Pari.  o/F.  404. 
x666.  My   thankis  (G  Me  thankis\   for  my 
part. 
x666.  MSS.  wole. 

1673.  wonc,  abundance,  seems  to  be  plural ; 
cp.  Zupitza's  Guy  0/  Warwick^  103^9. 

1674.  roHt  seems  to  be  a  northern  word  mean- 
ing 'bush.'    Fr.  *  sous  ciaus.' 
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rtis  evenly,  I  dar  wel  seyn, 

rht  oonly  and  the  savour 

d  mych  of  my  langour. 

I  gan  I  forto  drawe  me 

i  the  bothon  £aiire  to  se.  1770 

ove  hadde  gete  hym  in  this  throwe 

:r  arowe  into  his  bowe, 

rto  shete  gan  hym  dresse ; 

owis  name  was  Symplesse. 

lanne  that  Love  gan  nyghe  me  mere, 

>we  it  up  withouten  were, 

ette  at  me  with  all  his  myght ; 

:  this  arowe  anoon  right 

;hout  [myn]  eigh,  as  it  was  founde, 

f[i  herte  hath  maad  a  wounde.  1780 

\  I  anoon  dide  al  my  crafte, 

Irawen  out  the  shafte  ; 

erwith-all  I  sighede  efte, 

myn  herte  the  heed  was  lefte, 

ay  encreside  my  desire, 

iie  bothon  drawe  nere. 

ermo  that  me  was  woo, 

^re  desir  hadde  I  to  goo 

tie  roser,  where  that  grewe 

:ysshe  bothun  so  bright  of  hewe. 

le  were  to  have  laten  be,  1791 

jihovede  nede  me 

e  right  as  myn  herte  badde, 

:re  the  body  must  be  ladde 

le  herte,  in  wele  and  woo ; 

e  togidre  they  must  goo. 

/er  this  archer  wolde  feyne 

te  at  me  with  all  his  peyne. 

rto  make  me  to  hym  mete, 

ridde  arowe  he  gan  to  shete,     1800 

e  best  his  tyme  he  myght  espie, 

lich  was  named  Curtesie. 

yrn  herte  it  dide  avale. 

>ne  I  fell  bothe  deed  and  pale, 

^e  I  lay  and  stired  nought, 

.braide  out  of  my  thought. 

ste  thanne  I  avysede  me 

rveniyy  equally ;  cp.  v.  5380.    There  is  no 
Fr. 

wiifumten  were^  Fr.   'sans    menacier,' 
t  warning. 
&*/<w,  let 

•6.  Seems  to  be  a  quotation ;  not  in  Fr.  ; 
084  AT. 

1798.  /eym,  ptyne  (Thyn.  fyne^  fynt), 
n  assonance  ox/yne^  ptne ;  cp.  v^'.  1785, 
iW,  nert. 


To  drawe  out  the  shafte  of  tree  ; 
But  evere  the  heed  was  left  bihynde, 
For  ought  I  couthe  pulle  or  wynde.    x8io 
So  sore  it  stikid  whanne  I  was  hit. 
That  by  no  craft  I  myght  it  flit. 
But  anguyssous  and  full  gf  thought 
I  felt  sich  woo  my  wounde  ay  wrought. 
That  somonede  me  alway  to  goo 
Toward  the  rose,  that  plesede  me  soo. 
But  I  ne  durste  in  no  manere, 
Bicause  the  archer  was  so  nere ; 

*  For  evermore  gladly,*  as  I  rede, 

*  Brent  child  of  fier  hath  myche  drede.* 
And  certis  yit,  for  al  my  peyne,  i83x 
Though  that  I  sigh  yit  arwis  reyne, 
And  grounde  quarels  sharpe  of  Steele, 
Ne  for  no  pa3nie  that  I  myght  feele, 

Yit  myght  I  not  my-silf  witholde 

The  faire  roser  to  biholde. 

For  Love  me  yaf  sich  hardement 

Forto  fiilfille  his  comaundement, 

Upon  my  fete  I  rose  up  thanne, 

F^ble  as  a  forwoundid  man,  1830 

And  forth  to  gon  [my]  myght  I  sette, 

And  for  the  archer  nolde  I  lette. 

Toward  the  roser  fast  I  drowe, 

But  thomes  sharpe  mo  than  ynowe 

Ther  were,  and  also  thisteles  thikke 

And  breres  brymme  forto  prikke. 

That  I  ne  myghte  gete  grace 

The  rowe  thomes  forto  passe, 

To  sene  the  roses  fresshe  of  hewe. 

I  must  abide,  though  it  me  rewe,        1840 

The  hegge  aboute  so  thikke  was. 

That  closide  the  roses  in  compas. 

But  o  thing  lyked  me  right  wele  ; 

I  was  so  nygh  I  myghte  fele 

Of  the  bothon  the  swote  odour. 

And  also  se  the  fresshe  colour. 

And  that  right  gretly  liked  me. 

That  I  so  neer  myght  it  se. 

Sich  joie  anoon  therof  hadde  I, 

That  I  forgate  my  maladie ;  tSso 

To  sene  I  hadde  siche  delit, 

18x4.  MSS.  Itfli;  Skeat  nroposedySr///. 

1842.  clositU  IS  but  one  syUable. 

1848.  ruer^  either  an  adverbial  form  «i^r/.from 
O.  E.  tuor  with  adv.  •/,  or  a  scribe's  mistake  for 
turwe;  Skeat  reads  it  myght, 
^  Z851.  Skeat's  emendation,  rV  A<r<f!^  /,  is  perhaps 
right. 
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Of  sorwe  and  angre  I  was  al  quyte, 
And  of  my  woundes  that  I  hadde  thore. 
For  no  thing  liken  me  myght  more 
Than  dwellen  by  the  roser  ay, 
And  thennes  never  to  passe  away. 
But  whanne  a  ^hile  I  hadde  be  thare, 
The  god  of  Love,  which  alto-share 
Myn  herte  with  his  arwis  kene. 
Cast  h}'m  to  yeve  me  woundis  grenc. 
He  shette  at  me  full  hastily  t86i 

An  arwe  named  Company, 
The  whiche  takell  is  full  able 
To  make  these  ladies  merdable. 
Thanne  I  anoon  gan  chaungen  hewe 
For  grevaunce  of  my  wounde  newe, 
That  I  agayn  fell  in  swounyng, 
And  sighede  sore  in  compleyn3mg. 
Soore  I  compleyned  that  my  sore 
On  nie  gan  greven  more  and  more.     1870 
I  hadde  noon  hope  of  aliegeaunce  ; 
So  nygh  I  drowe  to  desperaunce, 
I  roughte  [ne]  of  deth  ne  lyf. 
Wheder  that  Love  wolde  me  dryf, 
Yf  me  a  martir  wolde  he  make, 
I  myght  his  power  nought  forsake. 
And  while  for  anger  thus  I  woke. 
The  God  of  Love  an  arowe  toke ; 
Ful  sharpe  it  was  and  [fill]  pugnaunt. 
And  it  was  callid  Pairc  Scmblaunt,     1880 
The  which  in  no  wise  wole  consentc. 
That  ony  lover  hym  repente 
To  serve  his  love  with  herte  and  all 
For  ony  peril  1  that  may  bifall. 
But  though  this  arwe  was  kene  grounde, 
As  ony  rasour  that  is  founde 
To  kutte  and  kerve,  at  the  poynt 
The  God  of  Love  it  hadde  anoynt 
With  a  precious  oynement, 
Somdell  to  yeve  alcggement  1890 

U|X)n  the  woundes  that  he  hadde 
Through  the  body  in  my  herte  made, 
To  helpe  her  sores  and  to  cure, 
And  that  they  may  the  bette  endure. 
But  yit  this  arwe,  withoute  more. 
Made  in  myn  herte  a  large  sore, 

1853,    1854.    thore^     ntorcy    northern    rhyme ; 
^xhsLpi  tharf,  mare ;  cp.  1857. 

1873.  MSS.  rougkt  o/deth  ne  o/lyf. 

1874.  Wheder^  whither. 

1892.  As  in  Thynne.     G  That  ht  hadde  the 
body  hole  made  written  later  over  blank  line. 


That  in  full  grete  peyne  I  abode. 
But  ay  the  03nieinent  wente  abrode, 
Thourgh-oute  my  woundes  large  and  vi 
It  spr«lde  aboute  in  every  side.         t 
Through  whos  vertu  and  wfaos  mygbt 
Myn  herte  joyfiiil  was  and  light ; 
I  hadde  ben  deed  and  alto-sbent 
But  for  the  precioiis  ojrnement. 
The  shaft  I  drowe  out  of  the  arwe, 
Roukyng  for  wo  right  wondir  nanie. 
But  the  heed,  which  made  me  smerte, 
L^fte  bihynde  in  myn  herte 
With  other  fotire,  I  dar  wel  say, 
That  never  wole  be  take  away.  ■ 

But  the  oynement  halpe  me  wele ; 
And  yit  sich  sorwe  dide  I  fele 
piit  al  day  I  chaunged  hewe 
Of  my  woundes  fresshe  and  newe. 
As  men  myght  se  in  my  visage. 
The  arwis  were  so  fiiU  of  rage. 
So  variaunt  of  diversitee. 
That  men  in  everiche  mjrght  se 
Bothe  gret  anoy,  and  eke  swetnesse 
And  joie  meynt  with  bittimesse.        x 
Now  were  they  esy,  now  were  they  utx 
In  hem  I  felte  bothe  harroe  and  goode 
Now  sore  without  aleggement. 
Now  soflyng  with  the  oynemoit ; 
It  softed  heere  and  prikked  there. 
Thus  ese  and  anger  to-gidre  were. 
The  God  of  Love  delyverly 
Come  lepande  to  me  hastily. 
And  seide  to  me  in  gret  rape, 
*  Yelde  thee,  for  thou  may  not  escape? 
May  no  defence  availe  thee  heere ;     v 
Therfore  I  rede  make  no  daungere. 
If  thou  wolt  yelde  thee  hastely. 
Thou  shalt  [die]  rather  have  mere}*. 
He  is  a  foole  in  sikemesse. 
That  with  daunger  or  stoutenesse 
Rebellith  there  that  he  shulde  plese ; 
In  sich  folye  is  litel  ese. 
Be  meke  where  thou  must  nedis  bowe 
To  stryve  ageyn  is  nought  thi  prowe ; 
Come  at  oones  and  have  y-doo,  1 

For  I  wole  that  it  be  soo. 
Thanne  yelde  thee  heere  debonairly.* 


1995.  MSS.^  s<t/infde  .  .  .  ^kkitk,     S^ 
became  less  violent. 

1Q40.  nought  thi^rowet  not  to  thy  advanta 
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answerid  fill  hombly : 
y  sir  at  youre  biddyng 
me  yelde  in  alle  thyng  ; 
ire  serv^se  I  wole  me  take, 
d  defende  that  I  shulde  make 
youre  biddyng  resistence, 
not  don  so  grete  offence.  1950 

I  dide,  it  were  no  skile  ; 
^  do  with  me  what  ye  wile, 
r  spille  and  also  sloo. 
u  in  no  wise  may  I  goo, 
,  my  deth  is  in  youre  honde, 
not  laste  out  of  youre  bonde  ; 
It  youre  lyst  I  yelde  me, 
g  in  herte  that  sumtyme  ye 
1  and  ese  shull  me  sende, 
\  shortly,  this  is  the  eende,      i960 
iten  helthe  I  mote  ay  dure, 
^e  take  me  to  youre  cure. 
t  or  helthe  how  shuld  I  have, 
me  hurt,  but  ye  me  save  ? 
:Ithe  of  love  mot  be  founde 
as  they  token  firste  her  wounde. 
ye  lyst  of  me  to  make 
prisoner,  I  wole  it  take 
:e  and  willfully  at  gree  ; 
and  pleyn  y  yelde  me,  1970 

ite  feynyng  or  feyntise, 
governed  by  youre  emprise. 
I  here  so  mych  pris, 
ben  hool  at  youre  devis 
ulfille  youre  lykyng, 
pente  for  no  thyng, 
g  to  have  yit  in  some  tide 
jrcy  of  that  I  abide.* 
ith  that  covenaunt  yelde  I  me, 
down  knelyng  upon  my  kne,  1980 
■ng  forto  kisse  his  feete. 
no  thyng  he  wolde  me  lete, 
ide,  *  I  love  thee  bothe  and  preise, 
lat  thjrn  answer  doth  me  ese, 
>u  answerid  so  curtcisly. 
w  I  wote  wel  uttirly 

this  tr,  pronounce  '  this.' 

Cp.  note  to  X540. 

Pr.   'Ge  ne  m'en  puis  de  riens  doloir.' 

Me  repenti. 

MSS.   Mercy  I    but  Fr.  'la  nierci  que 

Fr.  '  moult.'    So  probably  moche  instead 


That  thou  art  gentyll  by  thi  speche  ; 

For,  though  a  man  fer  wolde  seche, 

He  shulde  not  fynden  in  certeyn 

No  sich  answer  of  no  vileyn,  1990 

For  sich  a  word  ne  myghte  nought 

I&e  out  of  a  vilayns  thought. 

Thou  shalt  not  lesen  of  thi  speche, 

For  [to]  thy  helpyng  wole  I  eche, 

And  eke  encresen  that  I  may. 

But  first  I  wole  that  thou  obaye 

Fully  for  thyn  avauntage, 

Anoon  to  do  me  heere  homage  ; 

And  sithe  kisse  thou  shalt  my  mouthe, 

Which  to  no  vilayn  was  never  couthe 

Forto  aproche  it  ne  forto  touche.        2001 

For  sauff  of  cherlis  I  ne  vouche 

That  they  shull  never  neigh  it  nerc  ; 

For  curteis  and  of  fidre  manere, 

Well  taught  and  full  of  gentikiesse, 

He  muste  ben  that  shal  me  kysse ; 

And  also  of  full  high  fraunchise, 

That  shal  atteyne  to  that  emprise. 

And  first  of  o  thing  wame  I  thee, 

That  peyne  and  gret  adversite  aoio 

He  mote  endure,  and  eke  travaile. 

That  shal  me  serve  withoute  faile. 

But  ther  ageyns  thee  to  comforte. 

And  with  thi  servise  to  dcsporte, 

Thou  mayst  full  glad  and  joyfull  be 

So  good  a  maister  to  have  as  me, 

A^d  lord  of  so  high  renoun. 

I  here  of  love  the  gonfenoun, 

Of  curtesie  the  banere. 

For  I  am  of  the  silf  manere,  aoao 

G^ntil,  curteys,  meke,  and  fire, 

Thit  who  ever  ententyf  be 

Me  to  honourc,  doute,  and  serve, 

N^e  is  that  he  hym  observe 

Fro  trespasse  and  fro  vilanye, 

And  hym  goveme  in  ciutesie 

With  will  and  with  entencioun. 

For  whanne  he  first  in  my  prisoun 

Is  caught,  thanne  must  he  uttirly 

Fro  thennes  forth  full  bisily  2030 

2016.  Read  f  hatte. 

2034.  Nede  is,  MSS.  Af$ti  also.  '  Dedans  lui 
ne  puct  demorer  Vilonnie  ne  mesprison  Ne  nule 
mauvcseaprison.'  'Aprtson,' instruction,  seems  to 
have  been  confused  with  *  aprisonner,'  '  to  make 
prisoner,'  hence  w.  2028>9032,  to  which  there  i.s 
nothing  corresponding  in  Fr. 
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Iz  .^.e  'ierurt  leice  'J  nc' 

r  Hiit.-.niit  .^la  3ian.  azii>:n. 
Ar»r:  ^-  i  tTni  'Jankxis  310117  *  ^'^n- 
A.-.r:  <.-j?::i-ut  "irjin  tttlt  nr.iuiis  Tcwnt, 
A.v:  .Tuii-iit  It  31  317  cr.r:  foil  ';ucnii:. 
T^ii  •-."■i  Jf-sit*  zd  aiTi  jierri  r:tie, 

^     ^  ■*  ^ 

I  rjuiriri  urj*.  siTTtie  ind  aca  li 

r-  trir'ri  311*  /:,f  laayarTwnmg 

H:*  asiciriit  ',f  3i<:  ''fanni*  ' 

'  r  hdiT*,'  'A.  iesdt.  '  "Brfi'n  aeie  ociDa^ei 

''if  v.r.  arji  ->ther,  where  I  aare  bene 

rAscjrrrtf:  -re  wtchcaten  wene. 

ffA7*  ~.ari7  iidiies  hi^^Tied  aiev 
Arjrl  -Jr.rvi:^  fkisheiie  her  Inst  adueieJ^ 
\^'her-.f  I  r*ocaot  ar*ri  am  agrrrerL     aoy: 
Ar/i  r  hem  ;f*te  in  mv  '^iaangere, 
H*T  SiLiheHe  .*h-il:  'i-jcr  '-ie  iull  der*! 
E-a:  :'.r  I  i'-^v*  'J-jk,  I  seie  thee  pter::. 
I  w/i*  m'  "h^e  '"^  zzfif*  'xrL£Tc^ 
F''^r  *.h«:  ••%  v-f*  I  •*:•=  r.o-jr  '-.vriiic, 
Thar  :hv-  i*av  -e  ^halt  d-.t  wvr.'i'i 

''^  'ior.  tha:  is  a«jt  avcnair.- 

Tr-ar.  '.hou  wert  fids  it  were  j^et  re-^the, 

Si'h  'h  ;U  -en-.ttt  so  f-II  of  trcithe."    ja<fo 

*  Sir-?:,  ::'  'h*^  ij-%t  to  cadirstan'ic, 

I  rr.'^rv'tile  :hc  ai^kyng  this  detnandc. 

For  whv  or  wherfore  sh::!de  vc 

r>s:i;^e<,  or  V^n*i">  2.-kc  of  me. 

Or  or.y  other  iikimesse, 

Sith  %e  wote  in  sothiasinesse 

Tha*.  ye  have  me  susprised  so. 

And  h  ..I-  mvTi  herte  taken  me  fro. 

That  i*.  wole  <\o  for  me  no  thing 

Hut  if  i:  ^x;  at  yourc  biddjTig  ;  2070 

Mj-n  herte  Is  youres  and  myn  right  nooght 

As  it  bihoveth  in  dede  and  thoaght, 

Redv  in  ail  to  worche  voure  will, 

Whether  s^^  lume  to  good  or  ill. 

So  sore  it  lu.stith  you  to  plese, 

No  man  therof  may  you  desese. 

2033.  it  in,  C)  in  it,  i.e.  in  doing  it. 

2031.  AnJ,  if. 

2051.   in  my  daungere  ;  ci 


•:.         ^ 


I  ifacce: 


MVT^. 


in  my  aaungere  ;  cp.  v.  1470. 
Whethtr,  monosyllable  *  wher*  \c^  »ia8. 


re. 

aeaoe  ai 
TlzTO.  hone  jd  aie  acv 
For  aZ  siy  joveil,  ioke 
I  DTOiie  imdir 
Thar  co  wigfat 
This  keyc  b  fail  oc  grei 
With  which  azioca  be  Qoadnk  ae 
Under  the  side  mil  sottflr. 
That  be  mva  bene  scxferclr 
WkhoQt  acoye  hadde  s^crei,  aoc 

Tha:  yit  riqght  o^xzghr  it  'tayw  me  doei 
Wha:i=e  he  hadde  doo  his  wili  al  oce. 
.\ad  I  rj-ide  pctte  hrm  oct  of  iwte. 
•  Sire,"  I  «ide,  *  I  hare  right  gret  wilVr 
V'ocre  lust  aixi  p)Iesaz»ce  to  fclttik. 
Lote  yc  my  serrise  ake  atte  giee 
By  thiike  feidi  yc  owe  to  me. 
I  9eye  &rught  for  recreaazkdise. 
For  I  nocght  doaie  of  j-oore  serrise. 
Bet  the  serrannt  traveileth  in  vitik. 
That  forte  serven  doth  his  payne      :zv 
Unto  that  lord  which  in  no  wise 
Kan  h}-m  no  thank  fan  his  servyse.' 
Love  seide,  *  Dismaie  thee  nought, 
Syn  thou  for  sokour  hast  me  sought : 
In  thank  thi  servise  wole  I  take 
And  high  of  gre  I  wole  thee  make. 
If  wikkidnesse  ne  hyndre  thee  ; 
But  as  I  hope  it  shal  nought  he. 
To  worshipe  no  wight  by  aventure 
May  come,  but  if  he  peyne  endure ;  jik 
Abide  and  sufire  thy  distresse 
That  hurtith  now  ;  it  shal  be  lesse. 

2077.  yW//ir/>,  jpunbhment. 

2078.  tL'€rrttdy    penecuted;    qx     vr.     5251. 
6364,  6926. 

3084,  9085.  C^  w.  1794  ff. 
3116.  MSS.  acgrr. 
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my  silf  what  may  thee  save, 
nedicyne  thou  woldist  have  ; 

thi  trouthe  to  me  thou  kepe, 
unto  thyn  helpyng  eke, 
2  thy  woundes  and  make  hem  dene, 

so  they  be  olde  or  grene  ; 
ihalt  be  holpen  at  wordis  fewe. 
rteynly  thou  shalt  well  shewe  2x30 

that  thou  servest  with  good  vdlle 
iccomplysshen  and  fulHlle 
maundementis  day  and  nyght 
e  I  to  lovers  yeve  of  right.' 
ire,  for  goddis  love,*  seide  I, 

passe  hens  ententyfly, 
comaundementis  to  me  ye  say, 
shall  kepe  hem  if  I  may. 
m  to  kepen  is  all  my  thought. 

so  be  I  wote  hem  nought,       2140 
e  may  I  [erre]  unwityngly. 
)re  I  pray  you  entierly, 
.11  myn  herte  me  to  lere, 

trespasse  in  no  manere.' 
od  of  Love  thanne  chargide  me, 

as  ye  shall  here  and  see, 

by  worde  by  right  emprise, 
he  Romance  shall  devise, 
aister  lesith  his  tyme  to  lere 
le  the  disciple  wole  not  here  ;  2150 
jt  veyn  on  hym  to  swynke 
n  his  lernyng  wole  not  thynke. 

0  luste  love,  late  hym  entende, 
ow   the    Romance    bigynneth    to 

amende ; 

»  good  to  here  in  fay 
be  that  can  it  say, 
3ynte  it  as  the  resoun  is. 
th  [an]  other  gate  ywys, 

1  nought  well  in  alle  thyng 

ught  to  good  undirstondyng.    si6o 
reder  that  poyntith  ille 
1  sentence  may  ofte  spille. 
)ok  is  good  at  the  eendyng 
of  newe  and  lusty  thyng. 

erre  (MSS.    omit),   '  issir  de   la  vote ' 

emendationX 

152.  Should  come  after  2144  if  we  follow 

inal. 

bigynneth  to  amende.  If  the  reading  of 

is  retained  it  mtist  be  gynnith  t' amende. 

is  'des  or  amende,'  perhaps  we  should 

U  amende. 


For  who  so  wole  the  eendyng  here, 
The  crafte  of  love  he  shall  mowe  lere. 
If  that  ye  wole  so  long  abide 
Tyl  I  this  Romance  may  unhide. 
And  undo  the  signifiance 
Of  this  dreme  into  Romance.  8170 

The  sothfeistnesse  that  now  is  hidde 
Without  coverture  shall  be  kidde, 
Whanne  I  undon  have  this  dremyng, 
Wherynne  no  word  is  of  lesjmg. 

*  Vylanye  at  the  bigynnyng 
I  wole,*  sayde  Love,  *  over  alle  thyng 
Thou  leve,  if  thou  wolt  nought  be 
Fals  and  trespasse  ageyns  me. 
I  curse  and  blame  generaly 
All  hem  that  loven  vilanye.  3180 

For  vilanye  makith  vilayn, 
And  by  his  dedis  a  cherle  is  seyn. 
Thise  vilayns  am  withouten  pitee, 
Frendshipe,  love,  and  all  bounte. 
I  nyl  resseyve  unto  my  servise 
Hem  that  ben  vilayns  of  emprise. 
But  undirstonde  in  thyn  entent 
That  this  is  not  myn  entendement. 
To  clepe  no  wight  in  noo  ages 
Oonly  gentill  for  his  lynages.  2x90 

But  who  so  [that]  is  vertuous, 
And  in  his  port  nought  outrageous, 
Whanne  sich  oon  thou  seest  thee  bifom, 
Th6ugh  he  be  not  gentill  bom. 
Thou  maist  well  seyn  this  is  in  soth. 
That  he  is  gentil  by  cause  he  doth 
As  longeth  to  a  gentilman, 
Of  hym  noon  other  deme  I  can. 
For  certe)nily  withouten  drede 
A  cherle  is  denied  by  his  dede 
Of  hie  or  lowe,  as  ye  may  see. 
Or  of  what  kynrede  that  he  bee. 
Ne  say  nought,  for  noon  yvel  wille, 
Thyng  that  is  to  holden  stille  ; 
It  is  no  worshipe  to  mysseye, 
Thou  maist  ensample  take  of  Keye, 
That  was  somtyme,  for  mysseiyng, 
Hited  bothe  of  olde  and  ying. 
As  fer  as  Gaweyn  the  worthy 
Was  preised  for  his  curtesie, 
Kay  was  hated,  for  he  was  fell. 


aaoo 


23X0 


2x85-2202.  Not  in   Fr.       It  bears  some    re- 
semblance to  Cant.  Taiet^  D  X109. 
2x88.  this  ist  read  thit. 
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ou  canst  mirthis  make, 
n  in  gre  wole  gladly  take, 
odiy,  I  comaunde  thee, 
shulde,  where  so  evere  they  be, 
;  that  [to]  hem  sitt3nig  is  ; 
9f  Cometh  good  loos  and  pris. 
f  that  thou  be  vertuous  23x1 

)t  straunge  ne  daungerous, 
at  thou  good  ridere  be, 
idly  that  men  may  [the]  se. 
1  also,  if  thou  konne, 
/I  thou  a  name  hast  wonne. 
\\  voice  be  £oure  and  clere 
lit  make  [no]  gret  daungere 
to  synge  they  goodly  prey, 
worship  fortobeye.  3390 

^ou  it  longith  ay 

:  and  gitteme,  daunce  and  play  ; 
\  can  wel  foote  and  daunce, 
ym  greetly  do  avaunce. 
:ke,  for  thy  lady  sake, 
and  complayntes  [se]  that  thou 
lake, 

wole  meven  in  her  herte, 
they  reden  of  thy  smerte. 
it  no  man  for  scarce  thee  holde, 
may  greve  thee  many  foldc  ; 
vole  that  a  lover  be  2331 

ftes  more  large  and  fre 
srles  that  kan  naught  of  lovyng. 
therof  can  ony  thyng, 
be  leef  ay  forto  yeve, 
lore  who  so  wolde  leve. 
tiat  through  a  sodeyn  sight, 
kyssyng,  anoon  right 
le  his  herte  in  will  and  thought, 
lym  silf  kepith  right  nought, 
ch  gift  is  good  resoun  2341 

his  good  [al]  in  abandoun. 
vole  I  shortly  heere  reherce 
[  have  seid  in  verce 

rtuautj  skilled. 

,  indefinite. 

7//.    Kal.  suggests  flout  because  foot 

a  later  word. 

numgy  ue.  from  time  to  time. 

%%.bennot.    See  next  verse. 

SS.  londa. 

tick  gift,   Kal.   for  this  swift  it  of 

xfaaps  Afler  «#  rkk4  gift,  Fr.  *  Apres 

n.* 

SS.  omit  mL    Fr.  *  tout  a  bandon. ' 


Al  the  sentence  by  and  by. 

In  wordis  fewe  compendiously, 

That  thou  the  bet  mayst  on  hem  thynke. 

Whether  so  it  be  thou  wake  or  wynke. 

For  the  wordis  litel  greve 

A  man  to  kepe,  whanne  it  is  breve.   9350 

Who  so  with  love  wole  goon  or  ride. 

He  mote  be  curteis  and  voide  of  pride, 

M^ry,  and  full  of  jolite. 

And  of  largesse  alosed  be. 

Firste  I  joyne  thee  heere  in  penaunce 

That  evere,  withoute  r^pentaunce, 

Thou  sette  thy  thought  in  thy  lovyng 

To  laste  withoute  r^pentyng, 

And  thenke  upon  thi  myrthis  swete, 

That  shall  folowe  aftir,  whan  ye  mete. 

And  for  thou  trewe  to  love  shalt  be,  2361 

I  wole,  and  comaunde  thee 

That  in  00  place  thou  sette  all  hoole 

Thyn  herte,  withoute  halfen  doole 

Of  trecherie  and  sikemesse  ; 

For  I  lovede  nevere  doublenesse. 

To  many  his  herte  that  wole  departe, 

Everiche  shal  have  but  litel  parte ; 

But  of  hym  drede  I  me  right  nought 

That  in  00  place  settith  his  thought.  3370 

TKerfore  in  00  place  it  sette, 

And  lat  it  nevere  thennys  flette. 

For  if  thou  yevest  it  in  lenyng, 

I  holde  it  but  a  wrecchid  th3mg. 

Therfore  yeve  it  hoole  and  quyte, 

And  thou  shalt  have  the  more  merite ; 

If  it  be  lent,  than  aftir  soone 

The  bounte  and  the  thank  is  doone. 

But  in  love  fre  yeven  thing 

Requyrith  a  gret  guerdonyng.  2380 

Yeve  it  in  yift  al  quyte  fuUyi 

And  make  thi  yifte  debonairly, 

For  men  that  yifte  holde  more  derc 

That  yeven  [is]  with  gladsome  chere. 

TKat  yifte  nought  to  preisen  is 

Th^t  man  yeveth  maugre  his. 

Whanne  thou  hast  yeven  thyn  herte,  as  I 

Have  seid  [to]  thee  heere  openly, 

Thanne  aventures  shuU  thee  fall 

2349.  wordis t  i>erhaps  read  wordis,  *  la  parole.* 

2355.  joyniy  enjoin.  MSS.  that  hetre,  out  Fr. 
'  t'enjoine  en  penitence.' 

2365.  0/  trecherity  etc  (MSS.  For  trtckerie\ 
Le.  half  treacherous,  half  faithful. 

2386.  maugre  hie,  in  spite  of  bimselil 
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Tbs  =.:«  •j>:--  5***:.  ir  >::'ria>— eK. 
Tie  = :« •jm;  r:  veyr-s:  c  fihaismccresK: 

T=ji  =>:ri  *Ji:zt  bene  b^ir^^L■:  i~  f.rf. 
Tz-s  =::re  ^ine  bene  i?  it,  cesiri. 

I:  riisT  le  ]i^z.td  wr.-iij  well  u' 

The  ztmt  of  Iitic  ur.:.r  a  fere. 
Fdt  cTOTEvre  tbo-  ceiiibe*:  nciL-. 
Taoc  cr  whi>?  so  :ha:  i:  bee. 
Far  vemv  si-thc  I  :el3  it  the*. 
Tbc  har.ex  crere  shaJI  ihos  brenre. 
As  experience  sb«Ll  the«  keime. 
WKere  5.3  comest  in  onv  coost. 
Who  is  ncr:  fcvre  he  brenneth  moost. 
And  \-:;t  forsoibe  for  all  ihine  hete. 
Though  thou  for  love  swelte  and  5»ete, 
Ne  for  DO  th}iig  thou  felen  may,        :«£' 
Thou  shall  not  i»-iltcn  to  passen  away. 

94^3.  tki  tkamkis.  miilingir. 
3478.  mext,  nearest. 
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ind  though  thou  go,  yitt  must  thee  nede 
Thenke  alio  day  on  hir  fairhede, 
Vhom  ihou  biheelde  with  so  good  willc, 
_  \nd  holde  thi  silf  biguylcd  ille 
J.riiat  thou  ne  haddest  noon  hardcment 
To  shewe  hir  ought  of  thyne  entent. 
rhyn  herte  full  sore  thou  wolt  dispise, 
^nd  eke  repreve  of  cowardise,  2490 

Tliat  thou,  so  dulle  in  every  thing, 
Were  domme  for  drede  A^ithoule  spekyng. 
Xhou  shalt  eke  thenke  thou  didest  folyc, 
TTiat  thou  were  hir  so  faste  bye, 
And  durst  not  auntre  thee  to  say 
S6in  thyng  er  thou  cam  away. 
F'6r  thou  haddist  nomore  wonne, 
*Fo  speke  of  hir  whanne  thou  bigonne, 
Sut  yitt  she  wolde,  for  thy  sake. 
In  armes  goodly  thee  have  take,         2500 
It  shulde  have  be  more  worth  to  thee 
Th^n  of  tresour  gret  plente. 
Thus  shalt  thou  momeand  eke  complcync, 
And  gete  enchesoun  to  goone  ageyne 
Unto  the  walke,  or  to  the  place 
Where  thou  biheelde  hir  fleshly  face. 
And  never,  for  fals  suspeccioun. 
Thou  woldest  fynde  occasioun 
F6rto  gone  unto  hire  hous. 
S6  art  thou  thanne  desirous  2510 

X  sight  of  hir  forto  have. 
If  thou  thine  honour  myghtist  save. 
Or  ony  erande  myghtist  make, 
Thider  for  thi  loves  sake 
Full  fayn  thou  woldist,  but  for  dretle 
Thou  gost  not,  lest  that  men  take  hede. 
Wherfore  I  red  [the]  in  thi  goyng 
And  also  in  th>'ne  agcyn  comyng, 
Thou  be  well  ware  that  men  ne  wite ; 
Feyne  thee  other  cause  than  itte        2520 
To  go  that  wcye  or  faste  bye  ; 
To  hele  wel  is  no  folye. 
And  if  so  be  it  happe  thee, 
That  thou  thi  love  there  maist  see. 
In  siker  wise  thou  hir  salewe, 
Wherewith  thi  colour  wole  transmewe. 
And  eke  thy  blode  shal  alto  quake, 
Thyne  hewe  eke  chaungen  for  hir  sake  ; 

8407.  The  Frendi  ituKgests  that  we  should 
Kupfuy  though  before  thou  and  read  that  iotyitt 
in  V.  2490. 

3517.  Cp.  /  red€  the  in  v.  2856. 

353a.  h€Ut  conoeaL 


Hul  Word  and  wiite  with  chcrc  full  pale 
Shull  wantc  [the]  forto  tell  thy  tale.   2530 
And  if  thou  maist  so  fer  forth  wj'nne, 
That  thou  [thi]  resoun  dorst  bigynne. 
And  woldist  seyn  thre  thingis  or  mo, 
Thou  shalt  full  scarsly  sejm  the  two. 
Though  thou  bithenke  thee  never  so  well. 
Thou  shalt  f()r}'ete  yit  somdell, 
But  if  thou  dele  with  trecherie  ; 
For  fals  lovers  mowe  all  folye 
Seyn  what  hem  lust  withouten  drede, 
They  be  so  double  in  her  falshede  ;    2540 
For  they  in  herte  cunne  thenke  a  thyng, 
And  seyn  another  in  her  spekyng. 
And  whanne  thi  speche  is  eendid  all, 
Ryght  thus  to  thee  it  shall  by  fall, 
If  ony  word  thanne  come  to  mynde 
That  thou  to  seye  hast  left  bihynde. 
Thanne  thou  shalt  brenne  in  gret  martire, 
For  thou  .shalt  brenne  as  ony  fiere. 
This  is  the  stryf  and  eke  the  aflray. 
And  the  batell  that  lastith  ay ;  2550 

This  bargeyn  eende  may  never  take, 
Hut  if  that  she  thi  pees  will  make. 
And  whanne  the  nyght  is  comen  anoon, 
A  thousande  angres  shall  come  upix)n. 
To  bedde  as  fast  thou  wolt  thee  dight. 
Where  thou  shalt  have  but  smal  delite  ; 
V<yt  whanne  thou  wenest  forto  slepe 
So  full  of  jxyne  shalt  tliou  crepe, 
Sterte  in  thi  bedde  aboute  full  wide. 
And  turnc  full  ofte  on  every  side,       3560 
Now  dounward  grofl'and  now  upright, 
And  walowe  in  woo  the  longe  nyght ; 
Thine  armys  shalt  thou  sprede  abrede 
As  man  in  werre  were  forweretle. 
Thanne  shall  thee  come  a  remembraunce 
(5f  hir  shappe  and  hir  semblaunce, 
Whereto  none  other  may  be  pere. 
And  wite  thou  wel  withoute  were, 
That  thee  shal  [seme]  somtyme  that  nyght 
That  thou  hast  hir,  that  is  so  bright,  2570 
Naked  bitwene  thjme  armes  there, 
All  sothfastnesse  as  though  it  were. 
Thou  shalt  make  castels  thanne  in  Spayne 
And  dreme  of  joye,  all  but  in  vajTie, 
And  thee  deliten  of  right  nought. 


2530.  Fr.  *  Parole  te  faudra.* 

2551.  harfreyn^9XTS^\  Kaluza  changes  to  Aa/^fV. 

2564.  Fr.  '  Com  fait  horns  qui  a  mal  a  dens.' 
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While  thou  so  slomrest  in  that  thought, 
That  is  so  swete  and  delitahle  ; 
The  which  in  soth[e]  nys  but  fable, 
For  it  ne  shall  no  while  laste. 
Thanne  shalt  thou  sighe  and  wepe  fasit 
And   say,   '*  Dere  god,  what    thing    is 
this  ?  9581 

My  dreme  is  turned  all  amys, 
Which  was  full  swete  and  apparent ; 
But  now  I  wake,  it  is  al  shent  1 
How  yede  this  mery  thought  away  ! 
Twenty  tymes  upon  a  day 
I  wolde  this  thought  wolde  come  ageyne, 
For  it  aleggith  well  my  peyne  ; 
It  makith  me  full  of  joyfull  thought. 
It  sleth  me  that  it  lastith  noght  2590 

A  lord,  why  nyl  ye  me  socoure 
Fro  joye  ?     I  trowe  that  I  langoure  ; 
The  deth  I  wolde  me  shulde  sloo 
While  I  lye  in  hir  armes  twoo. 
Myne  harme  is  hardc,  withouten  wene, 
My  gret  unease  full  ofte  I  meene. 
But  wolde  love  do  so  I  myght 
Have  fully  joye  of  hir  so  bright. 
My  peyTie  were  quyttc  me  rychely. 
Alias,  to  gretc  a  thing  aske  I  !  2600 

Hit  is  but  foly  and  wrong  wenyng 
To  aske  so  outrageous  a  thyng  ; 
And  who  so  askith  folily, 
He  mote  be  warned  hastily. 
And  I  ne  wole  what  I  may  say, 
I  am  so  for  out  of  the  way. 
For  I  wolde  have  full  gret  likyng 
And  full  gret  joye  of  lasse  thing  ; 
For  wolde  she  of  hir  gentylnesse 
Withoute  more  me  oonys  kysse,  26x0 

It  were  to  me  a  grete  guerdoun, 
Rclees  of  all  my  passioun. 
But  it  is  hardc  to  come  therto, 
All  is  but  folyc  that  I  do ; 
So  high  I  have  myne  hcrte  sette 
Where  I  may  no  comfort  gette  ; 
I  not  where  I  seye  well  or  nought, 
But  this  I  wote  wel  in  my  thought, 
That  it  were  better  of  hir  alloone, 
F()rto  stynte  my  woo  and  moone,       2620 

2585.  //tnc,  MSS.  ^Vc»«». 

2592.  Fro  joye ,  MSS.  The  joye,  which  Skeat 
retains,  construing  as  object  of  languor;  but 
*  langour '  is  not  used  in  this  sense. 

26x7.  MSS.  wote  not. 


A  loke  on  me  I-caste  goodly. 
Than  forto  have  al  utterly 
Of  an  other  all  hoole  the  pky. 
A  lord,  where  I  shall  byde  the  diy 
That  evere  she  shall  my  lady  be? 
He  is  full  cured  that  may  hir  see. 
A  god,  whanne  shal  the  c^wnyng  spmp'i 
To  lye  thus  is  an  angry  thyng ; 
I  have  no  joye  thus  heere  to  lye 
Whanne  that  my  love  is  not  me  \tf<.  *f 
A  man  to  lye  hath  gret  disese. 
Which  may  not  slepe  ne  reste  in  esc 
I  wolde  it  dawed  and  were  now  day. 
And  that  the  nyght  were  went  awty ; 
For  were  it  day  I  wolde  uprise. 
A  slowe  Sonne,  shewe  thine  enprise : 
Spede  thee  to  sprede  thy  beemys  bri^ 
And  chace  the  derknesse  of  the  njgfat. 
To  putte  away  the  stoundes  stronge, 
Whiche  in  me  lasten  all  to  looge !  ^  s6f 
The  nyght  shalt  thou  contene  soo 
Withoute  rest,  in  peyne  and  woa 
If  evere  thou  knewe  of  love  distresse, 
Thou  shalt  mowe  leme  in  that  skkaesK. 
And  thus  enduryng  shalt  thou  lye, 
And  ryse  on  morwe  up  erly 
Out  of  thy  bedde,  and  hame>'se  thee, 
Er  evere  dawnyng  thou  malst  see. 
All  "^rpiyXy  thanne  shall  thou  gooo, 
What  weder  it  be,  thi  silf  alloon,      -^ 
For  reyne  or  hayle,  for  snowe,  for  skte, 
Thider  she  dwcllith  that  is  so  swete. 
The  which  may  &11  a-slepe  be. 
And  thenkith  but  lytel  upon  thee. 
Thanne  shalt  thou  goon  fill  foule  a-feerd 
Loke  if  the  gate  be  unspered, 
And  waite  without  in  woo  and  peyne. 
Full  yvel  acoolde,  in  wynde  and  reyne. 
Thanne  shal  thou  go  the  dore  bifore, 
If  thou  maist  fynde  ony  score,  jMo 

Or  hoole,  or  reeft  what  evere  it  were. 
Thanne  shalt  thou  stoupe,  and  lay  to  erti 

2621.  MSS.  on  hir  f -caste.  Skeat  proposed  tbe 
reading  in  the  text ;  ?  read  o/kir, 

2624.  wherti  whether;   introduciog  a  direct 
question. 

2628.  lye^  MSS.  ligren,  but  q>.  rhymes  in  n 
2629,  2630;  264^,  264a  ^ 

263X.  to  lyty  ue.  in  lying  down. 

2641.  contenet  continue ;  but  Fr.  *  te  conteodras' 
may  have  been  rendered  com(tmU, 

2650.  nvuErr,  MSS.  wkitUr^  Skcat's  correctioa 
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y  withjmne  a-slepe  be — 
le  all  save  the  lady  free, 
n  wakyng  if  thou  maist  aspie, 
itte  thi-silf  in  juportie, 
ike  grace,  and  thee  bimene, 
she  may  wite  withoute  wene 
thou  [a-]nyght  no  rest  hast  hadde, 
re  for  hir  thou  Mrere  bystadde  ;  3670 
men  wel  ought  pit6  to  take 
m  that  sorwen  for  her  sake, 
loke,  for  love  of  that  relyke, 
thou  thenke  noon  other  lyke  ; 
trhanne  thou  hast  so  gret  annoy, 
kysse  thee  er  thou  go  away, 
tiolde  that  in  full  gret  deynte. 
for  that  noman  shal  thee  see 
I  the  hous,  ne  in  the  way, 
thou  be  goone  ageyn  er  day.      3680 
ch  comyng  and  such  goyng, 
hevynesse  and  such  wakyng 
th  lovers,  withouten  wene, 
r  her  clothes  pale  and  lene. 
ove  leveth  colour  ne  cleemesse, 
loveth  trewe  hath  no  fatnesse  ; 
shalt  wel  by  thy-silf  [y-)see 
thou  must  nedis  assaied  be  ; 
(len  that  shape  hem  other  weye 
f  her  ladyes  to  bitraye,  3690 

10  wonder  though  they  be  ficitt, 
false  othes  her  loves  they  gatt. 
•ft  I  see  suche  losengours 
r  than  abbatis  or  priours. 
ith  o  thing  I  thee  charge, 
is  to  seye  that  thou  be  large 
the  mayde  that  hir  doith  serve, 
St  hir  thanke  thou  shalt  deserve, 
hir  yiftes,  and  gete  hir  grace, 
o  thou  may  thank  purchace,       3700 
she  thee  worthy  holde  and  free, 
ady,  and  all  that  may  thee  see. 
hir  servauntes  worshipe  ay, 
please  as  mych  as  thou  may  ; 
:  good  through  hem  may  come  to  thee 

I.  4unygktt  MSS.  nyghi, 

^    'Por  Tamor  du  naut  seintueire ' ;  q>. 

ailar  use  of  relyk  in  v.  3907. 

w  The  Fr.  directs  the  lover  to  kiss  the  door 

leaving ;  so  Kaluza  reads  whom  for  wham 

(e  above,  and  sug|;ests  Thou  kts*e  tht  dcre 

u  £0  away  for  v.  36^ 

,.  Kead  mycktlt  or  inft 


insert  ever  before  may. 


Bi-cause  with  hir  they  ben  pryve  ; 
They  shal  hir  telle  hoe  they  thee  fande 
Curteis,  and  wys,  and  well  doande. 
And  she  shall  preise  well  the  mare. 
Loke  oute  of  londe  thou  be  not  fare,    37x0 
And  if  such  cause  thou  have  that  thee 
Bihoveth  to  gone  out  of  contree, 
Leve  hoole  tMn  herte  in  hostage, 
Till  thou  ageyn  make  thi  passage. 
Thenke  longe  to  see  the  swete  thyng. 
That  hath  thine  herte  in  hir  kepyng. 
Now  have  I  tolde  thee  in  what  wise 
A  lovere  shall  do  me  servise  ; 
D6  it  thanne  if  thou  wolt  have 
The  meede  that  thou  aftir  crave.'       3730 
Whanne  Love  all  this  hadde  boden  me, 
I  seide  hym,  *  Sire,  how  may  it  be 
That  lovers  may  in  such  manere 
Endure  the  peyne  ye  have  seid  heere  ? 
I  merveyle  me  wonder  faste 
How  ony  man  may  lyve  or  laste 
In  such  peyne  and  [in]  such  brennyng ; 
In  sorwe  and  thought,  and  such  sighing, 
Aye  unrelesed  woo  to  make, 
Whether  so  it  be  they  slepe  or  wake,  3790 
In  such  annoy  contynuely. 
As  helpe  me  god,  this  merveile  I 
How  man,  but  he  were  maad  of  stele, 
Myght  lyve  a  monthe  such  peynes  to  fele.' 

The  God  of  Love  thanne  seide  me, 
*  Freend,  by  the  feith  I  owe  to  thee. 
May  no  man  have  good  but  he  it  bye ; 
A  man  loveth  more  tendirly 
The   thyng  that  he  hath  bought   most 

dere. 
For  wite  thou  well,  withouten  were,  3740 
In  thanke  that  thyng  is  taken  more 
For  which  a  man  hath  suffred  sore. 
Certis  no  wo  ne  may  atteyne 
Unto  the  sore  of  loves  peyne  ; 
Noon  yvel  therto  ne  may  amounte, 
Nomore  than  a  man  [may]  counte 
The  dropes  that  of  the  water  be. 
For  drye  as  well  the  greete  sec 
Thou  myghtist,  as  the  harmes  telle 
Of  hem  that  with  love  dwelle  3750 

In  servyse  ;  for  peyne  hem  sleeth. 
And  yet  ech  man  wolde  fle  the  deeth. 


3709.  Perhaps  insert  thee  before  well. 
3752.  yetf  'toutes  voies,'  MSS.  that. 


2  Y 


689 


I 


^^"■- -     _Z  1     — '■  - 


■— ^     _N 


-C 


1Z7  r.  -   :e    .-: 
-TIT  ::"  -t  ^:  zz 


;  «"i: 


'.    -L-  -    -e. 


'-- -  — -^.'^  "'"*  :i  err, t"r  •  ■■  nix— 
J      :-  :-L»:*wi>  I  St.  :e. 

■""         "  "■  •  -  .  ^  —      «^  ^ ,     ...1      K..w**C< 

; ;  :i     •-»    --i.'. ;  cyu  r. :  t*  ::>  v.  « .45- 
::.u    .-«•-..  :-*  >\ liable;  cp.  v%'.  ijx^   :• 


COC 


THE  ROMA  UNT  OF  THE  ROSE 


2842-2934 


forto  remembre  amonge, 
I  she  seyde  :  *  *  Whanne  that  I  here 
Df  hym  that  is  so  dere, 
:  voidith  alle  smerte. 
e  sittith  so  nere  myne  herte 
e  of  hym  at  eve  or  morwe 

I  me  of  all  my  sorwe. 

5  noon  so  high  plesaunce 

s  persone  dalyaunce."  2850 

;  ftill  well  that  Swete-Spekyng 

ith  in  full  myche  thyng. 

:  she  hadde  full  well  assaid, 

she  w^as  full  well  apaid  ; 

e  of  hym  hir  joye  was  sett. 

:  I  rede  thee  that  thou  gett 

e  that  can  well  concele, 

)e  thi  counsel!,  and  well  hele, 

tn  go  shewe  hoolly  thine  herte, 

ell  and  woo,  joye  and  smerte  ; 

comfort  to  hym  thou  goo,      a86i 

'vyly  bitwene  yow  twoo 

II  speke  of  that  goodly  thyng, 
th  thyne  herte  in  hir  kepyng. 
•eaute,  and  hir  semblaunce, 
hir  goodly  countenaunce ; 

li  Slate,  thou  shalt  hym  seye, 
le  hym  counseill  how  thou  may 
thyng  that  may  hir  plese  ; 
D  thee  shall  do  gret  ese,  2870 

may  wite  thou  trust  hym  soo, 
f  thi  wele  and  of  thi  woo. 
lis  herte  to  love  be  sett, 
ipanye  is  myche  the  bett, 
)un  wole  he  shewe  to  thee 
•ly  his  pryvyte, 
at  she  is  he  loveth  so. 

pleynly  he  shall  undo, 
:e  drede  of  ony  shame, 
:ll  hir  renoun  and  hir  name.    9880 

shall  he  forther,  ferre  and  nere, 
tnely  to  thi  lady  dere. 
r  wise  yee  every  other 
ilpen,  as  his  owne  brother, 
he  withoute  doublenesse, 
pen  cloos  in  sikemesse  ; 
>  noble  thing  in  fay 
\  a  man  thou  darst  say 
rvc  counsell  every  deell ;  9889 

(i.  Then  shall  he  go  further,  etc 
S8.  (?)  Supply  that  before  thou. 


For  that  wole  comforte  thee  right  well. 
And  thou  shalt  holde  thee  well  apayed, 
Whanne  such  a  freend  thou  hast  assayed. 

The  thridde  good  of  gret  comforte, 
That  yeveth  to  lovers  moste  disporte, 
Comyth  of  sight  and  of  biholdyng, 
That  clepid  is  Swete-lokyng. 
The  which  may  [thee]  noon  ese  do 
Whanne  thou  art  fer  thy  lady  fro. 
Wherfore  thou  prese  alwey  to  be 
In  place  where  thou  maist  hir  see.      9900 
For  it  is  thyng  most  amerous, 
Most  delytable  and  saverous, 
Forto  a-swage  a  mannes  sorowe. 
To  sene  his  lady  by  the  morwe. 
For  it  is  a  full  noble  thing, 
Whanne  thyne  eyen  have  metyng 
With  that  relike  precious 
Wherof  they  be  so  d^irous. 
But  al  day  after,  soth  it  is. 
They  have  no  drede  to  faren  amysse  ;  29x0 
They  dreden  neither  wynde  ne  reyne, 
N^  noon  other  maner  peyne. 
For  whanne  thyne  eyen  were  thus  in  blisse, 
Yit  of  hir  curtesie,  y-wysse, 
Alloone  they  can  not  have  her  joye. 
But  to  the  herte  they  [it]  convoye  ; 
Parte  of  her  blisse  to  hym  they  sende. 
Of  all  this  harme  to  make  an  ende. 
The  eye  is  a  good  messangere. 
Which  can  to  the  herte  in  such  manere 
Tidyngis  sende,  that  hath  sene  2991 

To  voide  hym  of  his  peynes  clene. 
Wherof  the  herte  rejoiseth  soo, 
That  a  gret  partye  of  his  woo 
Is  voided,  and  putte  awey  to  flight. 
Right  as  the  derknesse  of  the  nyght 
Is  chased  with  clerenesse  of  the  mone, 
Right  so  is  al  his  woo  fiill  soone 
Devoided  clene,  whanne  that  the  sight 
Biholden  may  that  freshe  wight  2930 

Thdt  the  herte  desireth  soo, 
That  al  his  derknesse  is  agoo. 
For  thanne  the  herte  is  all  at  ese, 
Whanne  the  eyen  sene  that  mayhem  plese. 

2902.  MSS. /&r'<?n>w*,  'savorous.* 
2917.  they^  MSS.  thou. 

2920.  The  verse  is  made  smoother  by  placing 
can  after  the  first  word  of  the  next  line. 
2925.  voided^  (?)  void, 
29^.  the  eyen,  'Hoel/  MSS.  they. 
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Now  have  t  declared  Ihee  all  oulc 
Of  Ihat  Ihou  were  in  dtede  Hnd  doute, 
For  I  have  wide  ihec  feilhfiiUy 
WTial  ihee  may  curcn  uHertf. 
And  ulle  lovers  that  wole  be 
FeiUifiill  and  full  of  stabilite, 
Good  hope  alwey  kepe  bi  thi  side, 
And  Swete-Thought,  make  eke  abide  ; 
Swctt'-Lokyng  and  Swelc-Spcche. 
Of  all  thyne  harmes  ihei  shall  be  leche  : 
Of  eveiy  Ihou  shalt  have  grct  plesaunce, 
tf  thuu  canst  bide  in  saifraunce, 
And  serve  wel  withoute  frynlise  ; 
Thou  shalt  be  quyie  of  thyne  emprise 
With  more  guerdoun,  if  that  thou  lyve, 
But  at  this  lyme  this  I  thee  yive.*       19; 
The  God  of  Love,  whanne  al  the  day 
Had  taught  me  as  ye  have  herd  say, 
And  enfounned  compendiously. 
He  vnnyshide  awey  all  sodcynly  i 
And  I  alloone  lefle  all  aoole, 
So  full  of  compleynt  and  of  doole. 
For  I  aawe  no  man  there  me  by. 
My  wounda  me  gtcved  wondiily  ; 
Me  forto  curcn  no  thyng  I  knewi- 
Sive  the  bothon  bright  of  hewc,         iciC 
Wheion  WHS  aett  hooUy  my  thought. 
Of  other  comfort  knewe  I  nought. 
But  it  were  thrugh  the  God  of  Lnve. 
I  knewe  not  elles  to  my  bihove 
That  myght  me  ease  or  comibrt  gete, 
But  if  he  wolde  hym  enlermete. 
The  loser  was  wilhoate  doute 
Closed  with  an  haye  withoute, 
As  ye  lofom  have  herd  me  scyne. 
And  fast  I  bisicde,  and  wolde  &yne    t^j 
Have  passed  the  hay,  if  [that]  I  myghl 
Have  gelen  ynne  by  ony  slight 
Unto  the  bothon  so  faire  to  see. 
Bui  cvere  I  draddc  blamed  lo  be, 
If  men  wolde  have  suspeccioun 
That  I  wolde  of  cnlendoun 

»  that  thei 

■S4S-  'V'^^. 


Therfore  to  entre  I  mas  in  fcie. 
But  al  the  last,  as  I  tnthonghl. 
Whether  I  shulde  passe  or  novctit, 
I  lawe  came  with  a  glad  cbcn 
To  me  a  lusty  bachelerr. 
Of  good  stature  and  of  good  b^t : 
And  BlALACOlt  foisothe  he  h^'. 
Sdne  he  was  to  Curtesic 
And  he  me  grauntide  full  cladljr 
The  passage  of  rhe  outler  hay. 
And  stide  '  Sir,  how  (hat  yee  my 
Pisse,  if  [that]  youre  wiU*  he 
The  frashe  roser  (brio  b«. 
And  yee  the  swcte  savour  fifi«v 
Y6u  warrantc  mayCI]  righl  wele. 
So  thou  thee  kepe  fro  fblyc. 
Shall  DO  man  do  thee  vylanyv: 
If  I  may  helpe  you  in  ought, 
I  shall  not  feync,  dredeth  ikmic'''- 
For  I  am  bounde  to  youre  scnii^ 
Fully  devoide  of  feyniise." 
Thoane  unto  Bialaccnl  aaide  I  - 
'  I  Ihanke  you,  sir,  fiiil  hettily 
And  youre  biheesle  take  at  e", 
That  ye  so  goodly  protei  me. 
To  you  it  Cometh  of  gret  ft 
That  ye  me  profcr  youre  semsE.' 
Thanne  aftir,  full  delyrcily. 
Thorough  the  breres  anocn  wtMe  L 
^Vherof  encombred  was  (be  liajr. 
I  was  wel  ptcsed,  the  solh  to  wrf. 
To  se  the  bothon  faire  and  swuM 
So  freshe  spronge  out  of  Ihe  vOtt.      \ 
And  Bialacoil  me  served  wdl 
Whanne  I  so  nygh  me  mygfati  ftk 
Of  Ihe  bothon  the  swetc  ndour 
And  so  iusly  hewed  of  eolout. 
But  thanne  a  cherle  (foule  hym  !><!>  : 
Biside  the  roses  gan  hym  hyde. 
To  kepe  Ihe  roses  of  that  rater 
Of  whom  the  name  was  DAVxati 
This  cherle  was  hid  there  in  ^x  gtr-  - 
Kovered  with  gn«  and  wllh  le»e». 
To  Bpic  and  bike  whom  thai  he  tir,'.- 
Unto  that  RosCT  pulle  1 
He  was  not  soole,  for  Ihet  ii 
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:h  h5nn  were  other  twoo 
kid  maners  and  yvel  fame. 
}n  was  clepid  by  his  name 
ED-ToNGE  (god  yeve  hym  sorwe !), 
ther  at  eve  ne  at  morwe 
of  no  man  good  [ne]  speke ; 
ny  a  just  man  doth  he  wreke.  3030 
as  a  womman  eke  that  hight 
;,  that,  who  can  reken  right, 
::e  was  hir  &dir  name, 
der  Resoun ;  and  thus  was  Shame 
t  of  these  ilke  twoo. 
tt  hadde  Trespasse  never  adoo 
Lesoun,  ne  never  ley  hir  bye 
>  so  hidous  and  so  ugly, 
this  that  Trespas  hight ; 
oun  conceyved  of  a  sight  3040 

of  that  I  spake  afome. 
hanne  that  Shame  was  thus  [y-] 
borne, 

ordeyn^  that  Chastite 
of  the  Roser  lady  be, 
of  the  bothons  more  and  lasse 
^ndre  folk  assailed  was, 
le  ne  wiste  what  to  doo. 
nus  hir  assailith  soo, 
^ght  and  day  from  hir  she  stale 
s  and  roses  over-all.  3050 

oun  thanne  praieth  Chastite, 
Venus  hath  flemed  over  the  see, 
le  hir  doughter  wolde  hir  lene, 
e  the  Roser  fresh  and  grene. 
Resoun  to  Chastite 
assented  that  it  be, 
auntide  hir  at  hir  request 
bame,  by  cause  she  is  honest, 
eper  of  the  roser  be. 
us  to  kepe  it  ther  were  three,    3060 
x>n  shulde  hardy  be  ne  bolde, 
e  yong  or  were  he  olde, 
hir  will  awey  to  here 
s  ne  roses  that  there  were. 
!  wcl  spedde,  hadde  I  not  bene 
:d  with  these  three  and  sene. 
ilacoil,  that  was  so  faire, 
dous  and  debonaire, 
lym  to  me  full  curteislye, 


'Si  hidous  et  si  ley';  it  would  seem. 
!,  as  if  second  to  belonged  in  text,  Ana 
ot  be  omitted  as  Kalusa  suggests. 


And  me  to  please,  bade  that  I  3070 

Shulde  drawe  me  to  the  bothon  nere  ; 

Prese  in  to  touche  the  rosere 

Which  bare  the  roses,  he  yaf  me  leve  ; 

This  graunte  ne  myght  but  lytel  greve. 

And  for  he  sawe  it  liked  me, 

Ryght  nygh  the  bothon  pullede  he 

A  leef  all  grene  and  yaff  me  that ; 

The  whiche  full  nygh  the  bothon  sat, 

I  made  [me]  of  that  leef  full  queynte. 

And  whanne  I  felte  I  was  aqueynte    3086 

With  Bialacoil,  and  so  pryve, 

I  wende  all  at  my  will  hadde  be.  . 

Thanne  waxe  I  hardy  forto  telle 

To  Bialacoil  how  me  bifelle 

Of  love,  that  toke  and  wounded  me  ; 

And  seide  :  *  Sir,  so  mote  I  thee, 

I  may  no  joye  have  in  no  wise 

Uppon  no  side,  but  it  rise. 

For  sithens,  if  I  shall  not  feyne. 

In  herte  I  have  hadde  so  gret  peyne,  3090 

So  gret  annoy  and  such  affray, 

That  I  ne  wote  what  I  shall  say, 

I  drede  youre  wrathe  to  disserve. 

Lever  me  were  that  knyves  kerve 

My  body  shulde  in  pecys  small. 

Than  any  weyes  it  shulde  fall 

That  ye  wratthed  shulde  ben  with  me.' 

*  Sey  boldely  thi  will,*  quod  he, 

*  I  nyl  be  wroth,  if  that  I  may,  3099 
For  nought  that  thou  shalt  to  me  say.' 
Thanne  seide  I,  *  Ser,  not  you  displease 
To  knowen  of  myn  gret  unnese. 

In  which  oonly  love  hath  me  brought. 

For  peynes  gret,  disese,  and  thought, 

Fro  day  to  day  he  doth  me  drye — 

Supposeth  not,  sir,  that  I  lye. 

In  me  fyve  woundes  dide  he  make. 

The  soore  of  whiche  shall  nevere  slake ; 

But  ye  the  Bothon  graunte  me 

Which  is  moost  passaunt  of  beaute, ,  31 10 

My  lyf,  my  deth,  and  my  martire. 

And  tresour,  that  I  moost  desire.' 

Thanne  Bialacoil,  affrayed  all, 

Seyde,  *  Sir,  it  may  not  fell — 

That  ye  desire,  it  may  not  arise. 

What !  Wolde  ye  shende  me  in  this  wise  ? 


3096.  any^  7veyes,  MSS.  m  any  wise  (KaluzaX 
3x15.  arise^  q>.  3088 ;  perhaps  originaUy  arwe, 
with  assonance. 
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A  mochel  foole  Ihanne  I  wcce, 
If  I  siif&ide  you  Bwey  lo  l)crc 
The  fresh  liothoun  so  faire  o/aghl. 
For  it  were  neither  skile  ne  right, 
Of  ths  roser  ye  broke  the  rynde, 
Or  take  the  rose  iifom  hia  kynde : 


it  still  . 


n  the  rt 


T  sitt, 


And  growc  til  it  amended 

And  pm^ytly  come  to  beuute ; 

I  nolde  not  that  it  puUed  were 

Fr6  the  roser  that  il  bete, 

To  me  it  is  so  leef  and  dcere.'  jdj 

With  that  stcile  oute  anoon  Daungcte, 

Out  of  the  place  were  he  was  hidde  ; 

Ilif  malice  in  bis  cbere  was  kidde. 

Full  grele  he  was  and  hlak  of  hewe, 

Sturdy  and  liidoua,  who  so  hym  knewe. 

Like  shajrp  uichouns  his  here  was  grovre  ; 

His  eyes  reed  as  the  ifik  filowe, 

\V&  nose  frounced,  full  kirked  sloode. 

ile  come  eriande  as  he  were  woode, 

And  scide :  '  BinUcnil,  Idle  me  why 

Thou  br/ngesi  hidei  so  bouldely  ji^a 

1  lym  that  [is]  so  nygh  the  roser  I 
Thou  wordiist  in  a  wrong  manner  ; 
He  Ihenkith  to  diahonoure  thee, 
Thon  art  wel  worthy  to  hai*e  maugrec, 
To  late  hym  of  the  toser  wite  ; 
Who  servelh  fcloun  is  yvel  quitte. 
Thou  woldist  have  doon  gret  bounte, 
And  he  with  shame  wolde  quyte  thee. 
Flc  hennes,  Felowe  !  I  rede  thee  goo, 
1(  waoteth  lilel  I  wole  thee  sloo  ;        ^ijo 
For  Bialacoil  ne  knewe  Ihec  nought, 
Whanne  thee  lo  serve  he  scltc  his  thought  i 
For  Ihou  woU  shame  hym,  if  thou  myght, 
Bdthe  ageyns  resoun  and  right. 
I  wole  no  more  in  thee  affye, 
That  comest  so  slj^hly  for  lespye  : 
K6r  it  preveth  wonder  well 
Thy  sleight  and  ircsoun  every  decll' 
I  durst  no  marc  there  make  abode 


liiS.  The  ' 


auM  b 


sirf.  Oolr    in   Tl 
Skul  thiaki  likely. 


lUggettcd  Jhvbed,   wbic 


Ml  IBM,   ^ 

ghbra^lfl 


There* 


Neno' 


Fiji  the  eherl,  he  unis  CO  WoOt;         j=. 

So  gan  he  Ihreie  and  manace. 

And  thuigh  the  hnye  lie  iJide  me  dan. 

For  feer  of  hym  T  Ueniblydc  and  ^vkc- 

So  cherlishly  his  heed  it  shake  f 

And  seide,  ifeR  he  niyghl  me  taLt 

I  shulde  not  lirom  his  hondis 

Thannc  Bialacoil  U 

And  t,  all  soole,  disconsoUie, 

Was  left  aloone  in  peync  and  tl 

For  shame  to  dcth  I  was  nygh  U 

Thanne  thought  I  on  Biyn  high  faly,  i 

How  that  my  body  ullerly 

Was  yevc  to  peyne  and  lo  nuRirci 

And  therto  hadde  I  so  grcl  ire. 

That  I  ne  durst  the  hayc  pissc. 

;  noon  hope,  there  n-as  no  gruT. 
evere  roan  wisic  of  peync, 
ere  laced  in  loves  cheync: 
in  [not],  and  sooth  it  is, 
But  if  he  love,  what  anger  is.  jA 

Love  holditb  his  bcost  to  tuc  cigbl  'wdt, 
Whanne  peync  he  s«d«  I  shoUc  Mt 

Noon  herle  may  thenkc,  ne  tQDgf  fr^ 
A  quartet  of  my  woo  and  peync  ; 
I  myght  not  with  the  anger  laslr. 
Myn  herte  in  poyni  was  fono  bnu, 
Whanne  I  Ihmighl  on  the  rose.  Uut  - 
Was  thiirgh  Daunger  cait  nte  froo- 
A  longe  while  stodc  I  in  that  stale. 
Tii  that  me  saugh  so  tnaddc  and  am 
The  lady  of  (he  highe  wmtd. 
Which  from  hir  lour  lokidc  thbler 

Rgsoun  men  clepe  thot  tadf. 
Which  iVom  hit  tour  delyveriy. 
Come  doun  lo  me  withoule  n 
But  she  was  neither  yong  a 
Ne  high  ne  lowe,  ne  bt  ne  lene. 

Hit  eyen  twoo  were  cleer  and  It^l 
As  ony  candell  that  brenncth  brighl  j  ^  ■■ 
And  in  Mr  heed  she  hadde  a  ci 
Hir  scmede  wel  an  high  p 
For  roundc  enviroiin  bir  o 
Was  full  of  riche  stonys  frctt. 
Hir  goodly  semblaunl  by  dei^ 
I  trowe  were  maad  in  Paraijys  : 
For  nature  hadde  nevete  sucJi  ■  graa 
To  foige  a  wetk  of  such  cumpacc 
].r;.  MSS.  *af«,'I 
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•'or  certeyn,  but  if  the  letter  lye, 

Wad  hym-silf,  that  is  so  high,  3210 

ildde  hir  aftir  his  ymage, 

Vnd  yaff  hir  sith  sich  avauntage, 

rhat  she  hath  myght  and  seignorie 

To  kepe  men  from  all  folye. 

IVho  so  wolc  trowe  hir  lore, 

Ne  may  offenden  nevermore. 

And  while  I  stode  thus  derk  and  pale, 
J^esoun  bigan  to  me  hir  tale. 
Sbit  seide  :  '  Al  hayle,  my  swetc  freende ! 
IPoly  and  childhoode  wole  thee  sheende, 
"Which  the  have  putt  in  gret  affray  ;    3221 
Thou  hast  bought  deere  the  tyme  of  May, 
That  made  thyn  herte  mery  to  be. 
In  yvell  tyme  thou  wentist  to  see 
The  gardyne,  wherof  Idilnesse 
Bdbe  the  keye  and  was  maistresse, 
Whinne  thou  yedest  in  the  daunce 
With  hir,  and  haddest  aqueyntaunce. 
Hir  aqueyntaunce  is  perilous, 
First  softe  and  aftir  noious ;  3230 

She  hath  [thee]  trasshed  withoute  wcne. 
The  God  of  Love  hadde  the  not  sene, 
Ne  hadde  Idilnesse  thee  conve>'ed 
In  the  verger,  where  Myrthe  hym  pleyed. 
If  foly  have  supposed  thee, 
Do  so  that  it  recovered  be. 
And  be  wel  ware  to  take  nomore, 
Counsel  that  grevcth  aftir  sore. 
He  is  wise  that  wole  hym-silf  chastise  ; 
And  though  a  yong  man  in  ony  wise 
Trespace  amonge  and  do  foly,  3241 

Late  hym  not  tarye,  but  hastily 
Late  hym  amende  what  so  be  mys. 
And  eke  I  counseile  thee  I-wys 
The  God  of  Love  hoolly  foryete, 
That  hath  thee  in  sich  peyne  sette, 
And  thee  in  herte  tourmented  soo. 
I  can  not  sene  how  thou  maist  goo 
Other  weyes  to  garisoun ; 
For  Daunger  that  is  so  feloun  3250 

Felly  purposith  thee  to  werreye, 
Which  is  ful  cruel,  the  soth  to  seye. 

And  yitt  of  Daunger  cometh  no  blame 
In  r^warde  of  my  doughter  Shame, 
Which  hath  the  roses  in  her  warde, 
As  she  that  may  be  no  musarde. 

3338.  MSS.  kmiUe. 

3340.  MSS.  many  tnte;  cp.  note  to  v.  3096. 


And  WiKKEi)-TuNt;p:  is  with  these  two, 

Tliat  suffrith  no  man  thider  goo. 

For  er  a  thing  be,  do  he  shall. 

Where  that  he  cometh  over-all,  3260 

In  fourty  places,  if  it  be  sought, 

Seye  thyng  that  nevere  was  don  ne  wrought ; 

So  moche  trcsoun  is  in  his  male, 

Of  falsnesse  forto  scyne  a  tale. 

Thou  delest  with  angry  folk  y-wis  ; 

Wh^rfore  to  thee  bettir  is 

From  these  folk  awey  to  fare, 

I'or  they  wole  make  thee  lyvc  in  care. 

'Phis  is  the  yvell  that  love  they  calle, 

Wherynne  ther  is  but  foly  alle ;  3270 

For  love  is  foly  everydell. 

Who  loveth  in  no  wise  may  do  well, 

Ne  sette  his  thought  on  no  good  werk. 

I  lis  scole  he  lesith,  if  he  be  clerk  ; 

Of  other  craft  eke  if  he  be. 

He  shal  not  thryve  therynne,  for  he 

In  love  shal  have  more  passioun 

Than  monke,  hermyte,  or  chanoun. 

The  peyne  is  hard  out  of  mesure. 

The  joye  may  eke  no  while  endure  ;  3280 

Ai^d  in  the  possessioun, 

\i  mych  tribulacioun. 

The  joye  it  is  so  short  lastyng, 

And  but  in  hapi)e  is  the  getyng. 

For  I  see  there  many  in  tra>*aill 

That  atte  laste  foule  fayle. 

I  was  no  thyng  thi  counselor 

Whanne  thou  were  maad  the  omager 

Of  God  of  Love  to  hastily. 

Ther  was  no  wisdom,  but  foly  ;  3290 

Thyne  herte  was  joly  but  not  sage, 

Whanne  thou  were  brought  in  sich  a  rage. 

To  yelde  thee  so  redily. 

And  to  leve  of  his  gret  maist  rie, 
I  rede  thee  Love  awey  to  drj've, 
That  makith  thee  recche  not  of  thi  ly\'e. 
The  foly  more  fro  day  to  day 
Shal  growe,  but  thou  it  putte  away. 
Take  with  thy  teeth  the  bridel  ^tc   3299 
To  daunte  thyne  herte,  and  eke  thee  caste, 
If  that  thou  maist  gete  thee  defence, 
Forto  rcdresse  thi  first  offence. 
Who  so  his  herte  alwey  wole  leve 
Shal  f)'nde  amonge  that  shal  hym  greve.' 

Whanne  I  hir  herd  thus  me  chastise, 
3274.  MSS.  a  cUrk;  Fr.  '  s'il  est  clers.' 
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I  answerd  in  ful  angry  wise  ; 

I  prayed  hir  ceessen  of  hir  speche, 

Outher  to  chastise  me  or  teche, 

To  bidde  me  my  thought  refre3nie,     3309 

Which  Love  hath  caught  in  his  demejrne. 

*  What  I     Wene  ye  Love  wole  consente, 

That  me  assailith  with  bowe  bente, 

To  drawe  myne  herte  out  of  his  honde, 

Which  is  so  qwikly  in  his  bonde  ? 

That  ye  counseyle  may  nevere  be  ; 

For  whanne  he  firste  arestide  me, 

He  took  myne  herte  so  hoole  hym  tille, 

That  it  is  no  thyng  at  my  wille. 

He  taught  it  so  hym  forto  obey, 

That  he  it  sparrede  with  a  key.  33*0 

I  pray  yow  late  me  be  all  stille, 

For  ye  may  well,  if  that  ye  wille, 

Youre  wordis  waste  in  idilnesse. 

For  utterly,  withouten  gesse, 

All  that  ye  seyn  is  but  in  veyne. 

Me  were  lever  dye  in  the  peyne. 

Than  Love  to-me-ward  shulde  arette 

Falsheed,  or  tresoun  on  me  sette. 

I  wole  me  gete  prys  or  blame 

And  Love  trewe  to  save  my  name  ;     3330 

Who  that  me  chastith  I  hym  hate.' 

With  that  word  Resoun  wente  hir  gate, 

Whanne  she  saugh  for  no  sermonynge 

She  myght  me  fro  my  foly  brynge. 

Thanne  dismaied  I,  lefte  all  sool, 

Forwery,  forwandred,  as  a  fool, 

For  I  ne  knewe  no  chevisaunce. 

Thanne  fell  into  my  remembraunce 

How  Love  bade  me  to  purveye 

A  felowe,  to  whom  I  myght  seye        3340 

My  counsell  and  my  pryvetc, 

For  that  shulde  moche  availe  me. 

With  that  bithought  I  me  that  I 

Hddde  a  felowe  faste  by 

Tr^we  and  siker,  curteys  and  hende  ; 

And  he  was  called  by  name  a  Freende, 

A  trewer  felowe  was  no  wher  noon. 

In  haste  to  hym  I  wente  anoon, 

And  to  hym  all  my  woo  I  tolde, 

Fro  hym  right  nought  I  wold  witholde. 

I  tolde  him  all  withoutc  were,  3351 

And  made  my  compleynt  on  Daungere, 

How  forto  see  he  was  hidous. 


3319.  taught,  MSS.  thought. 
3331.  MSS.  chastise th. 


And  to-me-ward  contrarious ; 
The  whiche,  thurgh  his  cruelte 
Was  in  poynt  to  have  meygned  me. 
With  Bialacoil  whanne  he  me  sey 
Withynne  the  gardeyn  walke  and  pkj, 
Fro  me  he  made  hym  forto  go ; 
And  I,  bilefte  aloone  in  woo,  y^ 

I  durst  no  lenger  with  hjrm  speke, 
For  Daunger  seide  he  wolde  be  wrdce, 
Whanne  that  he  sawe  how  I  wente 
The  freshe  bothon  forto  hente, 
If  I  were  hardy  to  come  neer 
Bitwene  the  hay  and  the  Roser. 

This  freend,  whanne  he  wiste  of  mf 

thought. 
He  discomforted  me  right  nought. 
But  seide,  <  Felowe,  be  not  so  madde, 
Ne  so  abaysshed,  nor  bystadde ;        v0» 
My  silf  I  knowe  full  well  Danngere, 
And  how  he  is  feers  of  his  dieere 
At  prime  temps  love  to  tnanacr 
Ful  ofte  I  have  ben  in  his  caas  ; 
A  feloun  firste  though  that  he  be, 
AfUr  thou  shalt  h3nm  souple  se. 
Of  longe  passed  I  knewe  hym  well ; 
Ungoodly  first  though  men  hym  feele, 
He  wole  meke  aftir  in  his  beryng 
Been,  for  service  and  obeyssyng.        3jk 
I  shal  thee  telle  what  thou  shalt  doo : 
Mekely  I  rede  thou  go  hym  to. 
Of  herte  pray  hym  specialy 
Of  thy  trespace  to  have  mercy, 
And  hote  well,  [hym]  here  to  i^ese. 
That   thou   shalt   nevermore    h3nn   dis* 

plese. 
Who  can  best  serve  of  flaterie. 
Shall  please  Daunger  most  uttirly.' 
My  freend  hath  seid  to  me  so  wel. 
That  he  me  esid  hath  somdell,  339B 

And  eke  allegged  of  my  torment. 
For  thurgh  hym  had  I  hardement 
Agayn  to  Daunger  forto  go. 
To  preve  if  I  myght  meke  hym  soa 
To  Daunger  came  I  all  ashamed. 
The  which  afom  me  hadde  y-bluned, 
Desiryng  forto  pese  my  woo. 

3379'  9Heke,  MSS.  mttke^  'amoloier. 

3383.  O/hirtt;  cp.  390a. 

3385.  well  kym,  Skeat's  emendation  for  *?^«« 
^vfU  of  MSS.  (7)  his  ire  ta^tst  (/#«#  aphc^  fom 
oiapptse):  cp.  V.  3397. 
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ver  hegge  durst  I  not  goo, 

e  forbede  me  the  passage. 

le  hym  cruel  in  his  rage  3400 

n  his  honde  a  gret  burdoun. 

m  I  knelide  lowe  a-doun» 

lekc  of  port  and  symple  of  chere, 

eide,  *  Sir,  I  am  comen  heere 

•  to  aske  of  you  mercy  ; 

veth  me  full  gretly 

evere  my  lyf  I  wratthed  you. 

>rto  amenden  I  am  come  now, 

1.11  my  myght,  bothe  loude  and  stille, 

•on  right  at  youre  owne  wille.    34x0 

ove  made  me  forto  doo 

[  have  trespassed  hidirto, 

hom  I  nemay  withdrawemyne  herte. 

all  never  for  joy  ne  smerte, 

so  bifalle,  good  or  ille, 

le  more  ageyn  youre  wille  ; 

I  have  endure  disese, 
do  that  you  shulde  displese. 
require  and  pray  that  ye 
:  have  mercy  and  pitee  34*0 

Tite  your  ire  that  grevcth  soo. 
[  wole  swere  for  ever  mo 

redressid  at  youre  likyng, 
espasse  in  ony  thyng. 
hat  I  pray  thee  graunte  me 
ig  that  may  not  warned  be  : 
[  may  love  all  oonly, 
other  thyng  of  you  aske  I. 
I  doon  elles  well  I-wys, 
oure  grace  ye  graunte  me  this ;  3430 
e  may  not  letten  me, 
el  wot  ye  that  love  is  free, 

shall  loven  sithen  that  I  wille, 

jvere  like  it,  well  or  ille. 

it  ne  wold  I  for  all  Fraunce 

^ng  to  do  you  displesaunce. ' 

inne  Daunger  fille  in  his  entent 

foryeve  his  male  talent ; 

i  his  wratthe  yit  atte  laste 

ftegge^  probabhr  mistake  for  have, 
ligrtveth,  MSS.  Thaigrtvtth. 
evere  my  ly/i  read  (?)  ever  in  my  lyf. 
Tkai"^And;  Fr.  ^et.' 
elUe^  Th.  eM,    Bell :  /  skal  don  alyonr 
'X,  which  aptly  gives  sense  of  original. 
jille  m  kit  entente  (?)  failed. 

Mouk  trorai  Dangier  dur  et  tent, 
De  pardonaer  ion  maltalent 

inter]>rets  '  ooodesceoded,'  but   has  /ali 
aeaningf 


He  hath  relesed,  I  preyde  so  fieiste.     3440 

Shortly  he  seide,  *  Thy  request 

Is  not  to  mochel  dishonest, 

N^  I  wole  not  weme  it  thee ; 

For  yit  no  thyng  engreveth  me. 

For  though  thou  love  thus  evermore, 

To  me  is  neither  softe  ne  soore. 

Love  where  the  list,  what  recchith  me, 

So  [thou]  fer  fro  my  roses  be  ? 

Trust  not  on  me  for  noon  assay. 

If  ony  tyme  thou  passe  the  hay.'         3450 

Thus  hath  he  graunted  my  praiere. 

Thanne  wente  I  forth  withouten  were 

Unto  my  freend,  and  tolde  hym  all, 

Which  was  right  joyfull  of  my  tale. 

He  seide,  *  Now  goth  wel  thyn  af&ire. 

He  shall  to  thee  be  debonaire  ; 

Though  he  afom  was  dispitous, 

He  shall  heere  aftir  be  gracious. 

If  he  were  touchid  on  somme  good  veyne. 

He  shuld  yit  rewen  on  thi  peyne.        3460 

Suflfre  I  rede,  and  no  boost  make. 

Till  thou  at  good  mes  maist  h3rm  take. 

By  sufleraunce  and  wordis  softe 

A  man  may  overcome  ofte 

Hym  that  afom  he  hadde  in  drede. 

In  bookis  sothly  as  I  rede.' 

Thus  hath  my  freend  with  gret  comfort 

A\Tiunced  me  with  high  disport, 

Which  wolde  me  good  as  mych  as  I. 

And  thanne  anoon  full  sodeynly  3470 

I  toke  my  leve,  and  streight  I  wente 

Unto  the  hay,  for  gret  talent 

I  hadde  to  sene  the  fresh  bothoun 

Wherynne  lay  my  salvacioun. 

And  Daunger  toke  kepe,  if  that  I 

Kepe  hym  covenaunt  trewely. 

So  sore  I  dradde  his  manasyng 

I  durst  not  breke  his  biddyng. 

For  lest  that  I  were  of  hym  shent 

I  brake  not  his  comaundement,  3480 

F6rto  purchase  his  good  wille. 

It  was  [nat]  forto  come  ther-tille. 

His  mercy  was  to  ferre  bihynde ; 

I  wepte  for  I  ne  myght  it  fynde. 

I  compleyned  and  sighed  sore. 


3450.  MSS.  /  ony  tyme  topeuse^  'se  tu  james 
passes  la  haie.' 

3483.  iMt/,  MSS.  omit.  Morris,  etc.  supply 
hard. 
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3574-3667 


iveth  pite  upon  his  peyne  ; 
aunchise  wole  and  I,  Pite, 
lercyful  to  hym  ye  be. 
th  that  she  and  I  accorde 
ipon  hym  misericorde, 
r'ou  pray  and  eke  moneste 
t  to  refusen  oure  requeste.         3580 
is  hard  and  fell  of  tiiought, 
)r  us  twoo  wole  do  right  nought.' 
nger  ne  myght  no  more  endure, 
kede  hym  unto  mesure. 
e  in  no  wise,*  seith  Daungere, 
e  that  ye  have  asked  heere, 
i  to  gret  uncurtesie  ; 
he  have  the  companye 
lacoil,  as  ye  devise  ; 
hym  lette  in'no  wise.'  3590 

ilacoil  thanne  wente  in  hye 
:hise,  and  seide  full  curteislye  : 
ive  to  longe  be  deignous 
his  lover  and  daungerous, 
m  to  withdrawe  your  presence, 
e  hath  do  to  him  great  offence, 
e  not  wolde  upon  him  se  ; 
}re  a  sorouful  man  is  he. 
ye  to  paye  him,  and  to  please, 
love  if  ye  wol  have  ease  ;         3600 
his  wyl,  sithe  that  ye  knowe 
er  is  daunted  and  brought  lowe 
;h  helpe  of  me  and  of  Pyte  ; 
ure  no  more  aferde  be.* 
hal  do  right  as  ye  wyl,' 
3ialacoil,  *  for  it  is  skyl, 
3aunger  wol  that  it  so  be.* 
n  Fraunchise  hath  him  sent  to  me 
>il  at  the  begynnyng, 
roe  in  his  commyng  ;  3610 

aungenesse  was  in  him  sene, 
•re  than  he  ne  had  wrathed  bene. 
re  semblaunt  than  shewed  he  me, 
}odly,  as  afome  dyd  he. 
y  the  honde  withoute  doute, 
I  the  haye  right  al  aboute 
Ide  me  with  right  good  chere, 
yron  the  vergere 
>aunger  hadde  me  chased  fro. 
have  I  leave  over  al  to  go,       3620 


3600.     From   Thynnc;    two    leaves   of 

'  MS.  missing. 

dartt  cp.  note  to  v.  1089. 


Nowe  am  I  raysed  at  my  devyse 
Fro  helle  unto  paradyse. 
Thus  Bialacoil  of  gentylnesse. 
With  al  his  payne  and  besynesse. 
Hath  shewed  me  onely  of  grace 
The  estres  of  the  swote  place. 

I  sawe  the  Rose  whan  I  was  nygh 
Was  greatter  woxen  and  more  high, 
Fr'esshe,  roddy,  and  fayre  of  hewe, 
Of  coloure  veer  yliche  newe.  3630 

And  whan  I  hadde  it  longe  sene, 
I  sawe  that  through  the  leves  grene 
The  Rose  spredde  to  spaunysshinge. 
To  sene  it  was  a  goodly  thynge. 
But  it  ne  was  so  sprede  on  brede 
That  men  within  myght  knowe  the  sede ; 
F6r  it  covert  was  and  close 
Bothe  with  the  leves  and  with  the  rose. 
The  stalke  was  even  and  grene  upright. 
It  was  theron  a  goodly  syght,  3640 

And  wel  the  better,  withoute  wene, 
F6r  the  seed  was  nat  [y-]sene. 
Ful  fayre  it  spradde  (God  it  blesse), 
For  suche  another,  as  I  gesse, 
Afome  ne  was,  ne  more  vermayle. 
I  was  abawed  for  marveyle. 
For  ever  the  fayrer  that  it  was. 
The  more  I  am  bounde  in  Loves  laas. 
Longe  I  abode  there,  sothe  to  saye, 
Tyl  Bialacoil  I  ganne  to  praye,  3650 

Whan  that  I  sawe  him,  in  no  wyse 
T6  me  warnen  his  servyce. 
That  he  me  wolde  graunt  a  thynge, 
Whiche  to  remembre  is  wel  syttynge. 
This  is  to  sayne,  that  of  his  grace 
He  wolde  me  yeve  leysar  and  space, 
To  me  that  was  so  desyrous 
To  have  a  kyssynge  precious 
Of  the  goodly  fresshe  Rose, 
That  so  swetely  smelleth  in  my  nose.  3660 
*■  For  if  it  you  displeased  nought 
I  wolde  gladly,  as  I  have  sought, 
Hdve  a  cosse  therof  freely 
Of  your  yefte  ;  for  certainly 
I  wol  none  have,  but  by  your  leve. 
So  lothe  me  were  you  for  to  greve.* 

He  sayde,  '  Frende,  so  god  me  spede, 


362a.  Th.  helL 

3656.  (?)  Omit  mi  and  read  wolde, 

3667.  Th.  said. 
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Of  Chastite  I  have  suche  drede, 

Thou  shuldest  nat  warned  be  for  me ; 

But  I  dare  nat  for  Chastjrte.  3670 

Agayne  her  dare  I  nat  ro3rsdo» 

For  alwaye  byddeth  she  me  so 

To  yeve  no  lover  leave  to  k3rsse. 

For  who  therto  maye  wynne  y-wisse. 

He  of  the  surplus  of  the  praye 

May  ly\'e  in  hoope  to  gette  some  daye. 

For  who  so  kyssynge  maye  attayne 

Of  loves  pa)me  hath,  soth  to  sayne. 

The  best  and  [the]  most  avenaunt. 

And  emest  of  the  remenaunL'  3680 

Of  his  answere  I  sighed  sore  ; 
I  durst  assaye  him  tho  no  more, 
I  hadde  suche  drede  to  greve  him  aye. 
A  man  shulde  nat  to  moche  assaye 
To  chafe  hys  frende  out  of  measure, 
Nor  putte  his  lyfe  in  aventure. 
For  no  man  at  the  firste  stroke 
Ne  maye  nat  felle  downe  an  oke, 
Nor  of  the  reysyns  have  the  wyne, 
Tyl  grapes  be  rypc,  and  wel  alFjme      3690 
Be  sore  empressid,  I  you  ensure, 
And  drawen  out  of  the  pressure. 
But  I  forpeyned  wonder  stronge, 
Though  that  I  aboode  right  longe 
Aftir  the  kis  in  peyne  and  woo, 
Sith  I  to  kis  desired  soo ; 
Till  that,  rewyng  on  my  distresse, 
THer  come  Venus  the  goddesse, 
Which  ay  werreyeth  Chastite, 
Came  of  hir  grace  to  socoure  me,       3700 
Whos  myght  is  knowe  ferre  and  wide  ; 
For  she  is  modir  of  Cupide, 
The  god  of  love,  blynde  as  stoon, 
That  helpith  lovers  many  oon. 
This  lady  brought  in  hir  right  honde 
Of  brennyng  fyre  a  blasyng  bronde, 
Wherof  the  flawme  and  hoote  fire 
Hath  many  a  lady  in  desire 
Of  love  brought,  and  sore  hette. 
And  in  hir  servise  her  hertes  sette.     3710 
This  lady  was  of  good  entaile. 
Right  wondirfull  of  apparayle  ; 

3674.  Th.  wynrun. 

3688.  Th./el. 

3690.  Skeat  omits  br^  but  unnecessarily. 

3698.  Skeat  reads  to  vte  for  come. 

3700.  Cnmi^  p.  part.  ?    If  so,  Ccmt. 

3710.  furteSf  MSS.  furtt  it. 


Bi  hir  atyre  so  br^ht  and  sbene 
Men  myght  peiceyre  well  and  sene 
She  was  not  of  religioun. 
Nor  I  nell  make  mencioim 
N6r  of  robe  nor  of  tresour. 
Of  broche  nor  of  hir  riche  attonr, 
Ne  of  hir  giidill  aboute  hir  side. 
For  that  I  nyll  not  looge  abide.         r* 
But  knowith  wel  that  certeynly 
She  was  araied  ricbel  j  ; 
Devoyde  of  pmyde  oerteyn  she  was. 
To  Bialacoil  she  wente  apas. 
And  to  hym,  shortly  in  a  clause. 
She  seide,  *  Sir,  what  is  the  cause 
Ye  ben  of  port  so  daungerous 
Unto  this  lover  and  deynous. 
To  graunte  hym  nothyng  but  a  kisse. 
To  weme  it  hym  ye  done  amysse,     jn* 
Sith  well  ye  wote  how  that  he 
Is  loves  servaunt,  as  ye  may  see. 
And  hath  beaute,  wher-thiougfa  is 
Worthy  df  love  to  have  the  blis. 
How  be  is  semely,  biholde  and  see 
How  he  is  faire,  bow  he  is  free. 
How  he  is  swoote  and  debonaire. 
Of  age  yonge,  lusty  and  faire. 
Ther  is  no  lady  so  hawteyne, 
Duchesse  ne  countesse,  ne  chastekyne. 
That  I  nolde  holde  hir  ungoodly       374> 
Forto  refuse  hym  outterly. 
His  breth  is  also  good  and  swete. 
And  eke  his  lippis  rody,  and  mete 
Oonly  to  pleyen  and  to  kisse ; 
Graunte  hym  a  kis  of  gentilnysse. 
His  teth  arn  also  white  and  dene. 
Me  thenkith  [it]  wrong,  withouten  woe. 
If  ye  now  weme  hym,  tnistith  me, 
To  graunte  that  a  kis  have  he.  sf 

The  lasse  to  helpe  hym  that  ye  haste, 
The  more  tyme  shul  ye  waste.' 
Whanne  the  flawme  of  the  verry  broode, 
That  Venus  brought  in  hir  right  honde, 
Hadde  Bialacoil  ydth  hete  smete, 
Anoon  he  bade  me  withouten  lette, 
Grauntede  to  me  the  Rose  kisse. 
Thanne  of  my  peyne  I  gan  to  lysse, 
And  to  the  Rose  anoon  wente  I, 
And  kisside  it  full  feithfully.  y^ 


3718.  «*r,  MSS.  meitAer. 
375>.  tP  ke^,  MSS.  y€  kttpt. 
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man  aske  if  I  was  blithe 
the  savour  soft  and  l]rthe 

0  myn  herte  withoute  more, 
alegged  of  my  sore, 

[  full  of  joye  and  blisse. 
e  sich  a  flour  to  kisse  ; 
)  swoote  and  saverous. 
not  be  so  angwisshous, 
ne]  mote  glad  and  joly  be, 
that  I  remembre  me.  3770 

among,  sothly  to  seyne, 
loye  and  moche  peyne. 
may  never  be  so  stille, 
h  a  litel  wynde  it  nylle 
:lme  and  tume  also, 
re  woode  in  wawis  goo. 
calme,  the  trouble  soone 
owe,  and  chaunge  as  the  moone. 
farith  Love,  that  selde  in  oon 
his  anker  :  for  right  anoon,  3780 
they  in  ese  wene  beste  to  lyve, 

1  with  tempest  all  fordrjrve. 
\reth  love  can  telle  of  woo  ; 
ndemele  joie  mote  overgoo  ; 
hurteth  and  now  he  cureth, 

3  in  00  poynt  love  endureth. 
s  it  right  me  to  procede 
ime  gan  medle,  and  take  hede, 
nrhom  fele  angres  I  have  hadde. 
'  the  stronge  wall  was  maad,  3790 
castell  of  brede  and  lengthe, 
od    of    Love    wanne   with    his 
trengthe. 

in  Romance  will  I  sette, 
no  thyng  ne  will  I  lette, 
t  lykyng  to  hir  be 
he  flour  of  bedute. 
may  best  my  labour  quyte, 
}r  hir  love  shal  endite. 
d-Tunge,  that  the  covyne 
lover  can  devyne  3800 

and  addith  more  somdell 
kid  tunge  seith  never  well), 
ard  bare  he  right  gret  hate, 
me  erly  and  late, 

Cp.  Botce^  253  ff. 

*Ue,  MSS.  wilU. 

rferwfulmt^  (?)  OverwAt/ve. 

UU,  MSS.  yeUU  (through  zelde\ 

Ide,  MSS.  eU4. 

auUj  three  lyllables,  as  in  v.  3733. 


Till  he  hath  sene  the  grete  chere 

Of  Bialacoil  and  me  I-feere. 

He  myghte  not  his  tunge  withstonde 

Worse  to  reporte  than  he  fonde, 

He  was  so  full  of  cursed  rage  ; 

It  satte  h]nn  well  of  his  lynage,  38x0 

For  hym  an  Irish  womman  bare. 

His  tunge  was  fyled  sharpe  and  square, 

P6ign[i]aunt,  and  right  kervyng. 

And  wonder  bitter  in  spekyng. 

For  whanne  that  he  me  gan  espie, 

He  swoore,  affiermyng  sikirlye, 

Bitwene  Bialacoil  and  me 

Was  yvel  aquajmtaunce  and  pryve. 

He  spake  therof  so  folilye. 

That  he  awakide  lelousye,  3820 

Which  all  afrayed  in  his  risyng, 

Whanne  that  he  herd  [him]  janglyng. 

He  ran  anoon  as  he  were  woode 

To  Bialacoil  there  that  he  stode  ; 

Which  hadde  lever  in  this  caas 

Have  ben  at  Reynes  or  Amyas. 

For  foot-hoot  in  his  felonye, 

To  hym  thus  seide  lelousie  : 

*  Why  hast  thou  ben  so  necligent 

To  kepen,  whanne  I  was  absent,        3830 

This  verger  heere  left  in  thi  warde. 

To  me  thou  haddist  no  rewarde. 

To  truste,  to  thy  confusioun, 

Hym  thus,  to  whom  suspeccioun 

I  have  right  gret,  for  it  is  nede  ; 

It  is  well  shewed  by  the  dede. 

Grete  faute  in  thee  now  have  I  founde  ; 

By  God,  anoon  thou  shalt  be  bounde. 

And  faste  loken  in  a  tour, 

Withoute  refuyt  or  socour.  3840 

For  Shame  to  longe  hath  be  thee  froo ; 

Over  soone  she  was  agoo. 

Whanne  thou  hast  lost  bothe  drede  and 

feere, 
It  semede  wel  she  was  not  heere. 
Sh^  was  bisy  in  no  wyse 
To  kepe  thee  and  [to]  chastise, 
And  forto  helpen  Chastite 
To  kepe  the  roser,  as  thenkith  me. 
For  thanne  this  boy  knave  so  booldely 
Ne  shulde  not  have  be  hardy,  3850 

3805.  grete  chere^  kindly  welcome. 
3896.  ReyneSf   Rennes   in    Brittany;    Fr.   'a 
Estampe».    A  myas  corresponds  to  Fr. '  a  Miaus. '   ' 
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[Ne]  in  this  verger  hadde  such  game, 

Which  now  me  tumeth  to  gpret  shame.' 

Bialacoil  nyst  what  to  sey  ; 

Full  fayn  he  wolde  have  fled  awey, 

For  feere  han  hidde,  nere  that  he 

All  sodeynly  toke  hym  with  me. 

And  whanne  I  saugh  he  hadde  soo, 

This  lelousie,  take  us  twoo, 

I  was  a-stoned,  and  knewe  no  rede, 

But  fledde  awey  for  verrey  drede.       3860 

Thanne  Shame  cam  forth  full  symplely. 

She  wende  have  trespaced  full  gretly, 

Humble  of  hir  port,  and  made  it  symple, 

Weryng  a  vayle  in  stede  of  wymple, 

As  nonnys  don  in  her  abbey. 

By  cause  hir  herte  was  in  affray, 

She  gan  to  speke  withynne  a  throwe 

To  lelousie  right  wonder  lowe. 

First  of  his  grace  she  bysoughte 

And  seidc,  *  Sire,  ne  leveth  noughte    3870 

Wikkid-Tunge,  that  false  espie, 

Which  is  so  glad  to  feyne  and  lye. 

He  hath  you  maad,  thurgh  flateryng, 

On  Bialacoil  a  fals  lesyng  ; 

His  falsnesse  is  not  now  a-newe, 

It  is  to  long  that  he  hym  knewe; 

This  is  not  the  firste  day, 

For  Wikkid-Tunge  hath  custome  ay 

Yonge  folkis  to  bewreye, 

And  false  lesynges  on  hem  leye.  3880 

Yit  nevertheles  I  see  amonge 

That  the  loigne  it  is  so  longe 

Of  Bialacoil,  hertis  to  lure 

In  Loves  servyse  forto  endure, 

Drawyng  such  folk  hym  too, 

That  he  hath  no  thyng  with  to  doo. 

But  in  sothnesse  I  trowe  nought 

That  Bialacoil  hadde  ever  in  thought 

To  do  trespace  or  vylonye. 

But  for  his  modir  Curtesie  3890 

Hath  taught  hym  ever  to  be 

Good  of  aqueyntaunce  and  pry\*e. 

For  he  loveth  noon  hevynesse, 

But  mirthe,  and  pley,  and  all  gladnesse ; 

He  hateth  all  trechours, 

Soleyn  folk  and  envyou[r]s ; 

3861.   MSS.  simply. 
3880.   MSS.  lye. 

388^.  This  verse,  like  3895,  has  but  three  ac- 
cented jtyllables. 


For  ye  witen  how  that  he 

Wole  ever  g^ad  and  joyfbll  be, 

H6nestly  with  folk  to  pkye. 

I  have  be  negligent  in  good  feye       9 

To  chastise  hjm  ;  therfore  now  I, 

Of  herte  I  crye  yoa  heere  mercy 

That  I  have  been  so  rechelcs 

To  tamen  hym,  withooten  lees. 

Of  my  foly  I  me  repente. 

Now  wole  I  hoole  sette  myn  entente 

To  kepe,  bothe  low[d]e  and  stiUe, 

Biilacoil  to  do  youre  wille.' 

<  Shdme,  shame,'  seyde  leloosie, 

<  To  be  bjrtrasshed  gret  drede  haie  I;  ji 
L^cherie  hath  dombe  so  hje. 

That  almoost  blered  is  myn  ye  : 

No  wonder  is  if  that  drede  hafe  I ; 

Over  all  regnyth  Lecchery, 

Whds  myght  growith  nyght  and  day 

Bothe  in  doistre  and  in  abbey ; 

Ch4stite  is  werried  over  all, 

Therfore  I  wole  with  siker  wall 

Close  bothe  roses  and  roser. 

I  have  to  longe  in  this  maner  % 

Left  hem  undosid  wilfully  ; 

\\'herfore  I  am  right  inwardly 

Sorowfull,  and  repente  me. 

But  now  they  shall  no  lenger  be 

Unclosid,  and  yit  I  drede  sore 

I  shall  repente  ferthermore ; 

For  the  game  goth  all  amys, 

Counsell  I  must  newe  y-wys. 

I  have  to  longe  tristed  thee, 

But  now  it  shal  no  lenger  be ;  j. 

For  he  may  best  in  every  cost 

Disceyve  that  men  tristen  most. 

I  see  wel  that  I  am  nygh  shent. 

But  if  I  sette  my  full  entent 

R^medye  to  purveye. 

Therfore  close  I  shall  the  weye. 

Fro  hem  that  wole  the  Rose  espie. 

And  come  to  wayte  roe  vilonjre. 

For  in  good  feith  and  in  troutbe, 

I  wole  not  lette  for  no  slouthe,  ? 

To  lyve  the  more  in  sikimesse, 

To  make  anoon  a  fort(e]ressc, 

Tenclose  the  roses  of  good  savour. 


3942.  TV,  MSS.  D0. 

3943.  Tenclose  (i.e.  to  encIoseX  MSS.  T^mm 
close t  '  qui  .  .  .  clorrm  entor.' 
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dis  shall  I  make  a  tour, 
:e  Bialacoil  in  prisoun  ; 
:re  I  drede  me  of  tresoun. 

I  shal  hjon  kepe  soo 
:  shal  have  no  myght  to  goo 
,  to  make  companye 
I  that  thenke  of  vylanye ;         3950 
10  such  as  hath  ben  heere 
and  founde  in  hym  good  chere ; 
han  assailed  hym  to  shende, 
th  her  trowandyse  to  biynde. 

is  eythe  to  bigyle  ; 
ly  I  lyve  a  litel  while, 
I  forthenke  his  fair  semblaunt.* 
vith  that  word  came  D  rede  avaunt, 
was  abasshed  and  in  gret  fere. 
e  he  wiste  lelousie  was  there,  3960 

for  drede  in  sich  affray, 
>t  a  word  durst  he  say, 
ikyng  stode  full  still  aloone, 
•usie  his  weye  was  gone, 
lame,  that  him  not  forsoke. 
Drede  and  she  fill  sore  quoke, 
tte  laste  Drede  abreyde, 
his  cosyn  Shame  seide  : 
;,*  he  seide,  '  in  sothfastnesse, 
it  is  gpret  hevynesse  3970 

e  noyse  so  ferre  is  go, 
;  sclaundre  of  us  twoo ; 
le  that  it  is  byfall, 
^  it  not  ageyn  call 
-  onys  sprongen  is  a  fame, 
ay  a  yeer  withouten  blame 
.  ben,  and  many  a  day  ; 
oy  an  Aprill  and  many  a  May 
1  passed  not  [a-]shamed, 
3usie  hath  us  blamed  3980 

:rust  and  suspecioun, 
5,  withoute  enchesoun. 
:o  Daunger  hastily, 
e  us  shewe  hym  openly 
:  hath  not  aright  [y-]wrought, 
;  that  be  sette  nought  his  thought 
:  better  the  purprise. 
loyng  he  is  not  wise  ; 
1  to  us  do  gret  wronge, 
.th  suffred  now  so  longe  3990 

i  to  have  his  wille, 

7.   Than,  MSS.  That. 

'4.  Skeat  BuppUes  do  before  call. 


All  his  lustes  to  fulfille. 

He  must  amende  it  utterly. 

Or  ellys  shall  he  vilaynesly 

Exiled  be  out  of  this  londe ; 

For  he  the  werre  may  not  withstonde 

Of  lelousie,  nor  the  gpreef, 

Sith  Bialacoil  is  at  myscheef.' 

To  Daunger,  Shame  and  Drede  anoon 

The  righte  weye  ben  goon.  4000 

The  cherle  thei  founden  hem  afom 

Liggyng  undir  an  hawethom  ; 

Undir  his  heed  no  pilowe  was. 

But  in  the  stede  a  trusse  of  gras. 

He  slombred,  and  a  nappe  he  toke, 

Tyll  Shame  pitously  hym  shoke, 

And  grete  manace  on  hym  gan  make. 

*  Why  slepist  thou,  whanne  thou  shulde 

wake  ?  * 
Quod  Shame.     *  Thou  doist  us  vylanye  ; 
Who  tristith  thee,  he  doth  folye,         40x0 
To  kepe  roses  or  bothouns 
Whanne  thei  ben  faire  in  her  sesouns. 
Thou  art  woxe  to  familiere, 
Wh^re  thou  shulde  be  straunge  of  chere, 
Stoute  of  thi  porte,  redy  to  greve. 
Thou  doist  gret  folye  forto  leve 
Bialacoil  here  inne  to  calle 
The  yonder  man,  to  shende  us  alle. 
Though  that  thou  slepe,  we  may  here 
Of  lelousie  gpret  noyse  heere.  4030 

Art  thou  now  late  ?     Rise  up  an  high. 
And  stoppe  sone,  and  delyverly. 
All  the  gappis  of  the  hay ; 
D6  no  favour,  I  thee  pray. 
It  fallith  no  thyng  to  thy  name 
To  make   faire  semblaunt,   where  thou 

maist  blame. 
Yf  Bialacoil  be  sweete  and  free. 
Dogged  and  fell  thou  shuldist  be, 
Froward  and  outerageous  y-wis. 
A  cherl  chaungeth  that  curteis  is.        4030 
This  have  I  herd  ofte  in  seiyng, 
*'Thdt  man  may,  for  no  dauntyng, 
Mdke  a  sperhauke  of  a  bosarde." 
Alle  men  wole  holde  thee  for  musarde 

3994.  vHaynesly,  stress  on  second  syllable  as 
in  V.  178  {ellys,  one  syllable  as  usualX 

^998.  '  S'ele  I'acueilloit  en  haine ' ;  possibly 
misread  as  '  Se  belacueil  I'ait  en  haine. 

4oax.  '  Esties  vous  ore  conchies?' 

4026.  wkrre,  as  extra  syllable  after  caesura. 


703 


4035-4132 


THE  ROM  AUNT  OF  THE  ROSE 


That  debonair  have  founden  thee. 

It  sittith  thee  nought  curteis  to  be, 

To  do  men  plesaunce  or  servise ; 

In  thee  it  is  recreaundise. 

L^te  thi  werkis  fer  and  nere 

Be  like  thi  name,  which  is  Daungere.* 

Thanne,  all  abawid  in  shewing,      4041 
Anoon  spake  Drede  right  thus  sei3mg. 
And  seide,  '  Daungere,  I  drede  me 
Thdt  thou  ne  wolt  bisy  be 
To  kepe  that  thou  hast  to  kepe ; 
\Vhanne  thou  shuldist  wake  thou  art  aslepe. 
Thou  shalt  be  greved  certeynly, 
If  the  aspie  lelousie, 
Or  if  he  fynde  thee  to  blame. 
He  hath  to  day  assailed  Shame  4050 

And  chased  awey,  with  gret  manace, 
Bialacoil  oute  of  this  place, 
And  swereth  shortly  that  he  shall 
Enclose  hym  in  a  sturdy  wall ; 
And  all  is  for  thi  wikkidnesse, 
For  that  thee  faileth  straungenessc. 
Thyne  herte  I  trowe  be  failed  all. 
Thou  shalt  repente  in  speciall, 
If  lelousie  the  sooth  knewe  ; 
Thou  shalt  forthenkeand  sorerewe.'  4060 

With  that  thecherl  his  clubbegan  shake, 
Frounyng  his  eyen  gan  to  make, 
And  hidous  chere  ;  as  man  in  rage 
For  ire  he  brente  in  his  visage. 
Whanne  that  [he]  herd  hym  blamed  soo, 
He  seide,  *  Oute  of  my  witte  I  goo  ; 
To  be  discomfyt  I  have  gret  wronge. 
Certis  I  have  now  lyved  to  longe, 
Sith  I  may  not  this  roser  kepe. 
All  quykke  I  wolde  be  dolven  deepc  4070 
If  ony  man  shal  more  repeire 
Into  this  gardyne,  for  foule  or  faire. 
Myne  herte  for  ire  goth  a-fere 
That  I  lete  ony  entre  heere. 
I  have  do  folie,  now  I  see  ; 
Rut  now  it  shall  amended  bee. 
Who  settith  foot  heere  ony  more, 
Truly  he  shall  repente  it  sore. 
For  no  man  moo  into  this  place 
Of  me  to  entre  shal  have  grace.  4080 

Lever  I  hadde  with  swerdis  tweyne 
Thurghoute  myne  herte  in  every  veyne 
Perced  to  be  with  many  a  wounde, 

4069.  roser^  MSS.  closer. 


Thanne  slouthe  shnlde  in  me  be  foonde. 
From  hennes  forth,  by  Dyght  or  diy, 
I  shall  defende  it,  if  I  may, 
Withoutea  ony  excepcioim 
Of  ech  maner  coodiciotiiL. 
And  if  I  it  eny  man  graimte, 
Holdeth  me  for  recreaunte.'  ¥9 

Thanne  Daunger  on  his  feet  gao  stoode, 
And  hente  a  burdoun  in  his  boode. 
Wroth  in  his  ire,  ne  lefte  he  noagbt 
But  thurgh  the  verger  he  hath  so^t : 
If  he  myght  fynde  hole  or  trace, 
Where-thurgh  that  me  mote  forth  by  pact 
Or  ony  gappe,  he  dide  it  doee. 
That  no  man  myghte  touche  a  rose. 
Of  the  roser  all  aboute 
He  shitteth  every  man  withoute.       4i> 
Thus  day  by  day  Daunger  is  wers, 
More  wondirfiill,  and  more  dyYors, 
And  feller  eke  than  evere  he  was. 
For  hym  full  ofte  I  synge  '  alias,' 
For  I  ne  may  nought,  thurgh  hb  ire, 
Recovere  that  I  moost  desire. 
Myne  herte,  alias,  wole  brest  a-tvoo. 
For  Bialacoil  I  wratthed  soo ; 
For  certeynly  in  every  membre 
I  quake  whanne  I  me  remembre       41^: 
Of  the  bothon  which  I  wolde  . 
Full  ofte  a  day  sene  and  biholde. 
And  whanne  I  thenke  upon  the  kisse, 
And  how  mych  joye  and  blisse 
I  hadde  thurgh  the  savour  swete. 
For  wante  of  it  I  grone  and  grete. 
Me  thenkith  I  fele  yit  in  my  nose 
The  swete  savour  of  the  rose. 
And  now  I  woot  that  I  mote  goo 
So  fer  the  freshe  floures  froo,  41* 

To  me  full  welcome  were  the  deth. 
Absens  therof  alias  roe  sleeth. 
For  whilom  with  this  Rose,  alias, 
I  touched  nose,  mouth,  and  face ; 
But  now  the  deth  I  must  abide. 
But  love  consente  another  tyde 
That  onys  I  touche  may  xuid  kisse, 
I  trowe  my  peyne  shall  never  lissc. 
Theron  is  all  my  coveitise. 
Which  brent  myn  herte  in  many  wise. 
Now  shal  repaire  agayn  sighinge,      41 3> 
Long  wacche  on  njrghtis,  and  no  slepir^* 

4096.  Mr,  one. 
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ght  in  wisshing,  torment  and  woo, 
many  a  tiimyng  to  and  froo. 
half  my  peyne  I  can  not  telle, 
am  fallen  into  helle 
paradys,  and  wel  the  more 
irment  greveth  more  and  more. 
;th  now  the  bittimesse, 
I  to  fom  have  felt  swetnesse.     4x40 
Wikkid-Tunge  thurgh  his  falshede 
^th  all  my  woo  and  drede. 
le  he  leieth  a  pitous  charge, 
use  his  tunge  was  to  large. 
>w  it  is  tyme  shortly  that  I 
you  som-thyng  of  lelousie, 
was  in  gret  suspecioun. 
te  hym  lefte  he  no  masoun, 
stoon  coude  leye,  ne  querrour  ; 
irede  hem  to  make  a  tour.  4x50 

first,  the  roses  forto  kepe, 
te  hem  made  he  a  diche  deepe, 
:  wondir  large,  and  also  broode. 
I  the  whiche  also  stode 
uared  stoon  a  sturdy  wall, 
h  on  a  cragge  was  founded  all. 
right  grete  thikkenesse  eke  it  bare 
ten  it  was  founded  square, 
undred  fademe  on  every  side. 
s  aliche  longe  and  wide  ;  41^ 

ony  tyme  it  were  assayled, 
irel  aboute  it  was  batayled, 
rounde  enviroun  eke  were  sette 
nany  a  riche  and  iaire  tourette. 
rery  comer  of  this  wall 
sette  a  tour  full  pryncipall, 
everich  hadde,  withoute  fable, 
rte-colys  defensable 
epe  of  enemyes,  and  to  greve 
tiiere  her  force  wolde  preve.       4170 
eke  amydde  this  purprise 
maad  a  tour  of  gret  maistrise  ; 
rer  saugh  no  man  with  sight, 
e,  and  wide,  and  of  gret  myght. 
dredde  noon  assaut 
^ne,  gunne,  nor  skaffaut. 

r.  Possibly  Ar  is  to  be  omitted.     For  diche 

^^alicfU,  MSS.  all  Uche,C()  all  aliche. 
i,  Umr^  'portaos';    (?)  ^ort  or  some  such 

e.  ntaistriu,  Fr.  '  maistrise,'  does  not  seem 
an  English  word. 


TKe  temprure  of  the  mortere 
Was  maad  of  lycour  wonder  dere. 
Of  quykke  lyme,  persant  and  egre. 
The  which  was  tempred  with  vynegre. 
The  stoon  was  hard  of  ademant,         4x81 
Wherof  they  made  the  foundement. 
The  tour  was  roimde,  maad  in  compas  ; 
In  all  this  world  no  riccher  was, 
Ne  better  ordelgned  therwith-all. 
Aboute  the  tour  was  maad  a  wall, 
So  that  bitwixt  that  and  the  tour 
Rosers  were  sette  of  swete  savour 
With  many  roses  that  thei  here. 
And  eke  withynne  the  castell  were    4190 
Spryngoldes,  gunnes,  bows  and  archers. 
And  eke  aboven  atte  comers 
Men  seyn  over  the  walle  stonde 
Grete  engynes,  who  were  nygh  honde. 
And  in  the  kernels  heere  and  there 
Of  Arblasters  grete  plente  were  ; 
Noon  armure  myght  her  stroke  withstonde. 
It  were  foly  to  prece  to  honde. 
Withoute  the  diche  were  lystes  maade 
With  wall  batayled  large  and  brade,  4900 
For  men  and  hors  shulde  not  atteyne 
To  neighe  the  dyche  over  the  pleyne. 
Thus  lelousie  hath  enviroun 
S^tte  aboute  his  garoysoun, 
With  walles  rounde  and  diche  depe, 
Oonly  the  roser  forto  kepe. 
And  Daunger  here  erly  and  late 
The  keyes  of  the  utter  gate, 
The  whiche  openeth  toward  the  eest. 
And  he  hadde  with  hym  atte  leest      49x0 
Thritty  servauntes,  echon  by  name. 
That  other  gate  kepte  Shame, 
Which  openede,  as  it  was  couth, 
Toward  the  part[i]e  of  the  south. 
Sergeauntes  assigned  were  hir  too 
Ful  many,  hir  wille  forto  doo. 
Thanne  Drede  hadde  in  hir  baillie 
The  kepyng  of  the  Conestablerye, 
Toward  the  north  I  undirstonde, 
That  openyde  upon  the  lyfte  honde.  4220 
The  which  for  no  thyng  may  be  sure 
But  if  she  do  bisy  cure, 
^rly  on  morowe  and  also  late. 
Strongly  to  shette  and  barre  the  gate. 
Of  every  thing  that  she  may  sec 
Drede  is  aferd,  wher  so  she  be  ; 
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For  ifcith  a  pufF  of  lilell  wynde 

I>rede  is  a-stonyed  in  hir  mynde. 

Therfore  for  stelyng  of  the  Rose 

I  rede  hir  noogfat  the  yate  nnclose  ;    4273 

A  fouiis  flight  wole  make  hir  flee. 

And  eke  a  shadowe  if  she  it  see. 

Thanne  Wikked-Tunge,  foil  of  emrye. 
With  soudiours  of  Xormandjre,  | 

As  he  that  causeth  all  the  bate. 
Was  keper  of  the  foarthe  gate. 
And  also  to  the  tother  three 
He  wente  full  ofte  forto  see. 
Whanne  his  lotte  was  to  wake  anyght. 
His  instnimentis  wolde  he  dight         4340 
Forto  blowe  and  make  sowne 
(Ofte  thanne  he  hath  enchesoun) 
And  walken  oft  upon  the  wall. 
Comers  and  wikettis  over  all 
Full  narwe  serchen  and  espie. 
Though  he  nought  fonde,  yit  wole  he 

lye 
Discordaunt  ever  fro  armonye, 
And  distonefl  from  melodie. 
Controve  he  wolde,  and  foulc  fayle 
With  homepipes  of  Comewaile  ;         4250 
In  floytes  made  he  discordaunce. 
And  in  his  musyk  with  myschaunce, 
He  wolde  seyn  with  notes  newe 
TKat  he  fonde  no  womman  trewe, 
Ne  that  he  saugh  never  in  his  lyf 
Unto  hir  husbonde  a  trewe  wyf ; 
Ne  noon  so  ful  of  honeste, 
That  she  nyl  laughe  and  mery  be 
Whanne  that  she  hereth,  or  may  espie, 
A  man  speken  of  leccherie.  4760 

E^'eriche  of  hem  hath  somme  vice  ; 
Oon  is  dishonest,  another  is  nyce  : 
If  oon  be  full  of  vyianye. 
Another  hath  a  likerous  ighe  ; 
If  (x>n  be  full  of  wantonesse, 
Another  is  a  chideresse. 

Thus  Wikked  Tunge  (god  ycve  hem 
shame) 

4249.  fayU,  make  mistaken; ;  but  it  may  be  an 
error  foryfj// (rhyming  with  Comewall),  in  which 
ca.se  the  meaning  Is  to  make  mistakes  in 
counterjX)int. 

4250.  ivith  homepifes,  etc.,  'as  estives  de 
Comaille.' 

4354  ff.  This  seems  to  be  the  part  of  the  Ro- 
niaMnrc  iliat  l.'hauc«T  refers  to  in  /.  o/G.  W.  431. 
^^6^.  ieh''.  a  form  o*"  jr. 


Can  putt  hem  e^'erjchone  in  bUme         \ 

Withoute  desert,  and  cauiseles.  \ 

He  lieth,  though  they  ben  giltles.     <rr 

I  have  pite  to  sene  the  sorwe 

Tliat  waketh  bothe  eve  and  monpe. 

To  Innocentis  doith  such  grevumce. 

I  pray  god  yeve  hym  evel  dumnce, 

Tfiat  he  ever  so  bisie  is 

Of  ony  womman  to  sejn  amys. 

Eke  leloosie  God  confoonde, 

Tfiat  hath  maad  a  tear  so  roonde, 

And  made  aboute  a  garisonn 

To  sette  Bealacoil  in  prisoun,  4A 

The  which  is  shette  there  m  the  tour 

Ful  longe  to  holde  there  sojour. 

There  forto  lyven  in  penaunce. 

And  forto  do  hym  more  grevamioe 

Tber  hath  ordeyned  leloosie 

An  olde  vekke  forto  espye 

The  maner  of  his  govemaimce. 

The  whiche  devel  in  hir  en£ginnce 

Hadde  lemed  of  loves  arte. 

And  of  his  pleyes  toke  hir  parte.       4y» 

She  was  expert  in  his  servise. 

She    knewe    eche   wrenche    and  e«fT 

gise 
Of  love,  and  every  wile  ; 
It  was  [the]  harder  hir  to  gile. 
Of  Bealacoil  she  toke  ay  hede. 
That  evere  he  lyveth  in  woo  and  dredt 
He  kepte  hym  koy  and  eye  pryve. 
Lest  in  hym  she  hadde  see 
Ony  foly  countenaunce  ; 
For  she  knewe  all  the  olde  daunce.   %y» 
And  aftir  this,  whanne  lelousie 
Hadde  Bealacoil  in  his  baillie. 
And  shette  hym  up  that  was  so  fre ; 
For  seure  of  hym  he  wolde  be. 
He  trusteth  sore  in  his  castell. 
The  stronge  werk  hym  liketh  well. 
He  dradde  not  that  no  glotoans 
Shulde  stele  his  roses  or  bothouns. 
The  roses  weren  assured  all, 
Defenced  with  the  stronge  wall.         431; 
Now  lelousie  full  well  may  l>e 
Of  drede  devoide  in  liberie, 

427a.  MSS.  waiketk :  cp.  v.  368a  and  n-xr 
thereto. 

4285.   Ther,  MSS.  IVkkk. 

4291.  expcrty  MSS.  excrj^t,  uhich  even  in 
sense  of  *  acceptable '  Ls  not  verj*  clear. 
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"^Vhcther  that  he  slepe  or  wake, 
his  roses  may  noon  be  take. 
But  I  alias  now  morne  shall 
[-cause  I  was  withoute  the  wall. 
full  moche  doole  and  moone  I  made. 
"^ATho  hadde  wist  what  woo  I  hadde, 
X  trowe  he  wolde  have  had  pite. 

to  deere  hadde  soolde  to  me      4320 
good,  that  of  his  love  hadde  I. 
IL  "wente  a  bought  it  all  queyntly, 
Snt  now,  thurgh  doublyng  of  my  peyne, 
2  see  he  wolde  it  selle  ageyne, 
.^Ajid  me  a  newe  bargeyn  leere, 

which  all-oute  the  more  is  deere  ; 
the  solace  that  I  have  lorn, 
nrhanne  I  hadde  it  never  afom. 
Oertajrn  I  am  ful  like  in  deede  4339 

To  hym  that  caste  in  erthe  his  seede, 
.Ajid  hath  joie  of  the  newe  spryng, 
Whanne  it  greneth  in  the  gynnyng, 
.And  is  also  faire  and  fresh  of  flour, 
XAisty  to  seen,  swoote  of  odour. 
Sttt  er  he  it  in  sheves  shere. 
May  falle  a  weder  that  shal  it  dere, 
And  roaken  it  to  fade  and  falle. 
The    stalke,    the    greyne,    and    floures 

alle, 
That  to  the  tylyer  is  fordone 
The  hope  that  he  hadde  to  soone.      4340 
I  drede  certeyn  that  so  fare  I ; 
For  hope  and  travaile  sikerlye 
Ben  me  byraft  all  with  a  storme  ; 
The  flonre  nel  seeden  of  my  come. 
For  Love  hath  so  avaunced  me 
Whanne  I  bigan  my  pryvite 
To  Bialacoil  all  forto  telle, 
"Whom  I  ne  fonde  froward  ne  felle, 
Bat  toke  a  gree  all  hool  my  play. 
But  Love  is  of  so  hard  assay,  4350 

That  all  at  oonys  he  reved  me, 
"Whanne  I  wente  best  aboven  have  be. 
It  is  of  love  as  of  fortune. 
That  chaungeth  ofte,  and  nyl  contune  ; 

4313.  We  get  the  best  rhythm  by  reading  tvher 
•na  stressing  For  in  the  next  line,  roses  is  often 
tbns  followed  by  an  unaccented  syllable  ;    cp. 

^xr».  MSS.  /  wtnte  aboute.  The  correction  is 
Kafuza's  (except  that  he  reads  weiuU  for  7tvM/(-, 
cp.  V.  43S3X  and  b  justified  by  the  Fr.  original. 

4339.  MSS.  tilyort, 

4353.  MSS.  <MwmeH  to. 


Which  whilom  wole  on  folkes  smyle, 

And  glowmbe  on  hem  another  while ; 

Now  freend,  now  foo,  shal  tow  hir  feele. 

For  [in]  a  twynklyng,  turne  hir  wheele, 

Shd  can  writhe  hir  heed  awey  ; 

This  is  the  concours  of  hir  pley.  4360 

She  canne  arise  that  doth  morne, 

And  whirle  adown,  and  over  turne. 

Who  sittith  hieghst,  but  as  hir  lust  ? 

A  foole  is  he  that  wole  hir  trust. 

For  it  is  I  that  am  come  down 

Thurgh  change  and  revolucioun. 

Sith  Bealacoil  mote  fro  me  twynne, 

Shette  in  the  prisoun  yonde  withynne. 

His  absence  at  m)m  herte  I  fele. 

For  all  my  joye  and  all  myne  hele      4370 

Was  in  hym  and  in  the  rose. 

That  but  yon  walle,  which  hym  doth  close, 

6pene  that  I  may  hym  see. 

Love  nyl  not  that  I  cured  be 

Of  the  peynes  that  I  endure, 

Nor  of  my  cruel  aventure. 

A,  Bialacoil,  myn  owne  deere, 

Though  thou  be  now  a  prisonere, 

Kepe  atte  leste  thyne  herte  to  me. 

And  suffre  not  that  it  daunted  be ;      4380 

Ne  late  not  lelousie  in  his  rage 

Putten  thine  herte  in  no  servage. 

Al  though  he  chastice  thee  withoute. 

And  make  thy  body  unto  hym  loute. 

Have  herte  as  hard  as  dyamaunt, 

St^defast,  and  nought  pliaunt ; 

In  prisoun  though  thi  body  be, 

At  large  kepe  thyne  herte  free. 

A  trewe  herte  wole  not  plie, 

For  no  manace  that  it  may  dr>'e.        4390 

If  lelousie  doth  thee  payne, 

Quyte  hym  his  while  thus  agayne 

To  venge  thee  atte  leest  in  thought, 

If  other  way  thou  mai[e]st  nought ; 

And  in  this  wise  sotilly 

WcSrche  and  wynne  the  maistrie. 

But  yit  I  am  in  gret  affray 

L^st  thou  do  not  as  I  say  ; 

I  drede  thou  canst  me  gret  maugrc 

That  thou  enprisoned  art  for  me.        4400 

But  that  [is]  not  for  my  trespas, 

4355.  M>S.>/*. 

4357.  shaltoWy  MSS.  shalt. 

4377.  walU^  MSS.  u*oie. 
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o  kepe  (ruulc  hit  bihil !) 
Tekkc,  fcrrc  tonne  in  age, 
uid  yclovie  in  hir  visage, 
i-w*yte  lyih  d«y  and  nyghi, 
of  hym  mny  have  a  sight, 
my  lorwe  enforced  be  ; 
I  b  ihm  Luve  yaf  me  tv 

txtt  yiHei,  of  his  grace, 
have  lorn  now  in  ihi«  jilncc, 
le  may,  wiiliouie  dtedc, 
I  lylel,  who  Ukelh  heede. 
irailelh  no  Swetc-Thooghi, 
e-Speche  helpilh  right  nouglit 
e  was  called  Swete-Lnkyng, 
is  lorn  without  lesyng. 
:  hire,  but  not  fbilhy 
\  nie  but  eymplcly  i;i 

Ml  loosed  be, 
la^^  and  lo  be  free 
ly  lyf  lylh  all  \n  doule, 
ome  the  rather  oute. 
>we  it  wole  not  liene  ! 
lult  I  evermore  hym  seiie  ? 


eheo 


c?  t 


stronge  a  forterenc  ?  ts» 

eyn  it  nyl  be  doo  i 
I  have  no  wille  thetlo. 
woot  I  was  in  rage, 
to  LoTE  dide  homage. 
he  cauie,  in  soIhfulnesK, 

Dame  Idelneue, 
coQveied,  ihuigh  my  pniieTC, 
ilo  that  faire  vergcc  i 

bbm«  me  to  levc, 

now  doth  me  loorr  greve. 
ird  is  nought  lo  trowe,       tsji 
in  appd  foito  love. 
tJqFin  inybbc  biltirly 
*■     M  of  his  foly. 


I  was  a  fool  and  she  me  leevede, 
Thiu^h  whom  I  am  tight  nought  tetecved : 
She  accomplisshid  all  my  willc. 
That  now  me  grcvelh  wondir  iilc. 
Kcsoun  me  scide  what  thulde  Tailc 
A  foot  my  silf  I  may  wel  calle  t^c 

That  love  nsyde  I  hadde  not  leyde, 
And  trowed  that  dame  Resoun  tcidc. 
Resoun  hodde  bothc  skile  and  ryghi, 
Whanne  she   me   blamed   with   all   hij 

myght 
To  medie  of  love  that  luth  mc  sheni ; 
Kul  cerleyn  now  I  wole  repente. 

And  ahuldc  1  repente?    Nay,  paide, 
A  fals  troJlour  tUanne  shalde  I  be. 
The  dcveles  engynne*  wolde  me  lake, 
[f  I  my  lorde  wolde  forsike,  4ii< 

Or  Bialacoil  falsly  brlraye. 
Shulde  I  »l  myscheef  hale  hym  i    Nay, 
Sith  he  now  for  his  cutlcsie 
Is  in  pmoun  of  Iclousie. 
Curtesie  certeyn  dide  he  me. 
So  mych  that  may  not  yoUlen  he, 
Whanne  he  the  hay  passen  me  let* 
To  kisK  the  Rose  fairc  and  iwele  ; 
Shuldc  I  Ihcifore  cunne  hym  mawgre 
Nay,  certcytlly.  it  shal  not  be  ;  1 

For  Love  shall  nevetc,  yit  Hod  wille. 
Here  of  me,  thurgh  wotd  or  wille, 
OHence  ur  complaynt  more  or  Icsse, 
Neither  of  Hope  nor  Idilnesse. 
For  cetlis  il  were  wrong  that  I 
tiatnt  hem  fur  her  eurtesie. 
Thet  is  not  ellyi  but  sufTre  and  thynke, 
And  waken  whanne  1  shuldc  wynke  1 
Abide  in  hope  til  Ixive,  thurgh  chaunce 
Sende  me  socour  or  allegcsunce,         (jj 
Expectant  ay  till  I  may  mete 
To  gcten  mercy  of  thai  swete. 

Whilom  t  ihenke  how  love  to  mc 
^de  he  wolde  lake  ait  gree 
My  servise,  if  unpacience 
loused  me  lo  done  offence, 
lie  seide,  ■  In  (hank  I  shal  it  take, 
And  high  maister  eke  ibee  make. 
If  wikkednesse  ne  reve  it  (hee  ; 
But,  sone,  I  trowe  that  shall  not  lie' 
These  were  his  wordis  by  antt  by . 
It  >eined«  h(  lovede  mc  trcw^ly. 
Now  il  ther  not  but  serve  hym  weU, 
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"1  =  :hi:  it  >-:"  me  regies  there, 
.h^i  -Aiziz  hi*  wev.  I  n>-s:c  uh«c. 
.'.- 1  I  !-•>:.:*  b?-jcde  in  haiaunje.' 

.•  2  :.'un.  'Lo.  lhereanobiect»n:.<i-r 
r  j:  I  'Ai'Ir  That  thou  knowe  hym  s."i« 
v'Tj-T.r/.r.j;  ir.  I  cen'M-,  siih  that  thou    . 
An  w  ar:j7jis>h"us  and  mate. 
I>.*::^red  oute  of  a->t.i:i* ; 
Ther  may  no  wrccche  have  morccf  w\ 
Xc  ciytyfe  iio..»n  enduren  stx). 
I;  were  to  every  man  siltyng 
*  'f  his  l<jrd  have  know  lech  ing  : 
h'oT  if  th(»u  knewc  hym  oute  i»f  di'Uit. 
4f-,^.  I'lN-.-rl  "line  word  hi.%:A.infr,ti.Af    ■» 
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Xrightly  thou  shulde  escapen  oute 
Of  the  prisoun  that  marreth  thee.' 

L,^ Amount.    *  Ve,  Dame,  sith  my  lord 
is  he,  4680 

And  I  his  man  maad  with  myn  honde, 
I  wolde  right  fayne  undirstonde 
To  knowen  of  what  kynde  he  be, 
If  ony  wolde  enforme  me.' 

Raisoun.    '  I    wolde,*   seide   Resoun, 
*  thee  lerc 
Sith  thou  to  lerne  hast  sich  desire, 
And  shewe  thee  withouten  fable, 
A  thyng  that  is  not  demonstrable. 
Thou  shalt  [wite]  withouten  science. 
And  knowe  withouten  experience,      4690 
The  thjmg  that  may  not  knowen  be, 
Ne  wist  ne  shewid  in  no  degre. 
Thou  maist  the  sothe  of  it  not  witeii, 
Th6ugh  in  thee  it  were  writen. 
Thou  shalt  not  knowe  therof  more, 
While  thou  art  reuled  by  his  lore. 
But  unto  hym  that  love  wole  flee 
The  knotte  may  unclosed  bee. 
Which  hath  to  thee,  as  it  is  founde. 
So  long  be  knette  and  not  unbounde. 
Now  sctte  wel  thyne  entencioun,        470X 
To  here  of  love  discripcioun. 

Love  it  is  an  hatefull  pees, 
A  free  acquitaunce  withoute  relecs, 
A  truthe  frette  full  of  falsheedc  ; 
A  sikemesse  all  sette  in  drede. 
In  hertis  a  dispeiryng  hope. 
And  full  of  hope  it  is  wanhope  ; 
Wise  woodnesse  and  wode  resoun, 
A  swete  perell  in  to  droune,  4710 

An  hevy  birthen  lyght  to  here  ; 
A  wikked  wawe  alwey  to  ware, 
It  is  Karibdous  perilous ; 
Disagreable  and  gracious ; 
It  is  discordaunce  that  can  accorde, 

4687.  withouten,  perhaps  dissyllabic. 

4^3*  4694.  These  obscure  lines  not  in  Fr. ;  per- 
haps we  snoald  connect  v.  4693  with  v.  4692 
(reading  tu/wwiten  for  not  witen\  and  v.  4694 
with  V.  4695. 

4705.  MS>.  And  tkufxh  the.  The  correction 
is  Tyrwhitt's. 

^•jo^.  /rette/ull ;  cp.  Leg.  o/G.  IV.  1117. 

4709.  Cp.  note  to  V.  453a. 

4712.  'A  daiijKerous  sea  always  to  be  avoided, 
It  IS  Charybdu  perikMis.'  The  MS.  reading 
tMwey  to  were  (nothing  in  Fr.  corresponding) 
does  not  make  good  sense. 


And  accordaunce  to  discorde  ; 

It  is  kunnyng  withoute  .science, 

Wisdome  withoute  sapience, 

Witte  withoute  discrecioun, 

Ilavoire  withoute  possessioun  ;  4720 

It  is  sike  hele  and  hool  sekcnesse, 

A  thrust  drowned  in  dronknessc  ; 

An  helthe  full  of  maladie. 

And  charite  full  of  envie  ; 

An  hunger  full  of  habundaunce. 

And  a  gredy  suffisaunce  ; 

Delite  right  ful  of  hevynesse. 

And  drerihed  full  of  gladnesse  ; 

Bitter  swetnesse  and  swete  errour, 

Right  evell  savoured  good  savour  ;     4730 

Syn[ne]  that  pardoun  hath  withynne. 

And  pardoun  spotted  oute  with  synne  ; 

A  peyne  also  it  is  joious. 

And  felonye  right  pitous  ; 

Also  picy  that  selde  is  stable. 

And  stedefast  [stat]  right  mevable. 

A  strengthe  weyked  to  stonde  upright. 

And  feblenesse  full  of  myght ; 

Witte  unavised,  sage  folie, 

And  joie  full  of  turmentrie  ;  4740 

A  laughter  it  is,  weping  ay, 

Reste  that  traveyleth  nyght  and  day  ; 

Also  a  swete  helle  it  is. 

And  a  soroufull  paradys  ; 

A  plesaunt  gayl  and  esy  prisoun. 

And,  full  of  froste,  [a]  somer  sesoun, 

Pryme  temps  full  of  frostes  white. 

And  May  devoide  of  al  delite  ; 

With  seer  braunches  blossoms  ungrene. 

And  newe  fruyt  fillid  with  wyntcr  tcnc. 

It  is  a  slowe  may  not  for  here  4751 

Ragges  ribaned  with  gold  to  were  ; 

For  also  well  wole  love  be  sette 

Under  ragges  as  riche  rochette, 

And  eke  as  wel  by  amourettes 

In  mournyng  blak,  as  bright  bumettes. 

4722.  MSS.  A  trust  .  .  .  tuid  dronknessc. 

4723.  MSS.  And  keJth. 

4725.  MSS.  And  anger. 

4728.  drerihed.  MSS.  dreried. 

4732.  oute  7t'i/h,  MSS.  witkoutf. 

475'*         C'est  taiipie  qui  riens  refuM- 

Les  porpres  et  les  buriaus  use-. 

'J  he  word  /ai/i«^  (moth)  of  the  Fr.  i>>  probably  a 
m-'stake  for  caigne  (cp.  Hatzfeld-Darmcsteter  s.  v. 
cagnrX  At  least  that  seems  to  l)e  the  word  hcix: 
translated  slowe,  '  a  vagabond.' 
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For  noon  ii  of  so  mcjchel  pris. 

Ne  no  mnn  foundcn  [is]  so  wys, 

Ne  noon  so  high  is  of  pBrage, 

Ne  no  man  founde  of  will  so  sajt,     i,ito 

No  man  so  hardy,  ne  so  wighl. 

Ne  no  man  of  so  mychel  myght, 

Noon  so  fulfilled  or  bounte, 

ThRt  he  wilh  love  [ne]  may  daunled  be. 

AU  Ihe  world  holdilh  ihU  wey, 

Wve  makith  alt  lo  goon  myswey. 

But  it  be  ihey  of  yvel  lyC 

Whom  Genius  cursith  man  and  wyf, 

Thftl  wrongly  werke  i^yn  nalurc. 

Noon  such  I  love,  ne  have  no  cure      4770 

Of  sich  as  loves  setvaunles  bene, 

And  wole  not  by  my  counsel  tlenc. 

For  1  ne  preise  that  lovyng, 

Whcrlhurgh  nxen  at  the  laste  eenrlyng 

Shall  calle  hem  wrecchis  fuil  of  wo'>, 

Love  grevelh  hem  and  shendilh  sin). 

But  iflhou  woh  wel  love  eschcwc 

Forto  escape  out  of  his  mcwe, 

And  make  a1  hool  ihi  wrwe  In  slake, 

No  bellii  eountel  mnist  ihou  take       4;»> 
Than  Ihynke  to  fleen  wel  I-wis. 
Maynoughthelpeellesi  forwite  Ihou  this: 
It  thou  Re  it,  It  shal  flee  Ihee  ; 
Folowe  it,  and  folowcn  shni  it  Ihec' 
Whanne   I   hadde  herdc   all   Kesoun 

Wliich  hadde  spill  hir  specbe  in  veyne, 

'  DSme,"  seidc  I,  '  I  dar  wel  sey. 

Of  this  avaunt  me  wel  I  may. 

That  from  youre  scolc  so  devyauni 

I  am,  that  never  ihe  more  avnunt       090 

Right  nought  am  t  thurgh  youre  doctrine. 

I  dulle  under  youre  discipline, 

To  me  &U  controrie  and  so  fer 

Is  every  thing  that  ye  me  icre. 

And  yit  I  can  it  all  by  par  cufr, 

Mync  herfe  foryctith  therof  right  nought, 

II  is  so  wrilen  in  my  thought ; 
And  depe  greven  it  is  so  tendir 

That  all  by  hetle  I  can  it  rendre,        4Hc» 
And  rede  i(  over  comunely ; 
Bui  to  my-ailf  lewedist  am  1. 
Bui  si  I  h  ye  love  disi^even  so, 
.And  Ink  and  preise  it  bothe  twuo, 
*r*<-  Cp.  •iniilar  miilalic  in  v,  3jj<. 


Defyuelh  it  into  this  leltei 
That  I  may  thenkc  on  il  ihe  bnic ; 
For  I  herde  never  diRyae  il  etc. 
And  wilfully  I  woide  il  lerc.' 
NaisaiiH.   '  I  f  love  lie  scncbc^  "  . 
sought, 
ll  Is  3.  sykenesse  of  the  thought.         ,» 
Annexed  and  knel  iMlwixe  iweynt 
Which  male  and  fentiJe  wilh  00  dinK 
So  frely  byndith  Ihtit  they  nyll  lu)nH, 
Whether  so  therof  they  lecsc  or  aynai 
The  roote  springiih  ihurgb  hoolc  faienrpi 
Into  disordirral  desiiyng 
Forlo  kiasen  and  enbroce. 
And  at  her  lust  them  to  M>tac«  : 
Of  other  Uiyng  love  reccliich  rioaght 
But  Kttcth  her  hene  and  all  bei  iha^ 
More  for  delectacioiin  ^ 

Than  ony  procreacioun 
Of  other  fiuyt  by  cngcii<lniic ; 
(Which  love  to  god  is  nul  pleumt, 
For  of  her  body  fruyl  in  gete 
They  yeve  do  force,  ih«y  arc  m  mOi 
Upon  dclite  10  plcy  irt-feeic 
And  somme  have  also  this  duusot. 
To  feynen  hem  for  lor*  scke. 
Sich  love  I  preise  not  at  a  Ickc,  ^ 

For  paromouts  they  do  but  feynci   ■ 
To  love  truly  they  disdejme  ; 
They  falsen  ladies  trail onntjr. 
And  sweme  hem  othes  nttcily, 
Wilh  majiy  a  lesyng  and  OMfij  » 
And  all  they  fynden  deceyimblea 
And  whanne  they  han  bcr  Inst  g 
The  hooti  ecnes  they  a)  fcujeHfl 
Wymmen  Ihe  hatme  they  lna>  M 
Bui  men  this  Ibenken  enfmorcn 
That  lasse  han 

Deceyve  them  than  deceyrad  hvCM 
And  namely  where  Ihey  n 
Fynde  none  other 
For  I  wote  wel,  ii 
What  wight  doih  now  ta\  U 
Wilh  ony  womnmn  forto  i]i " 
For  ony  lust  thai  he  may  Ue. 
Bui  if  it  be  for  engendtme, 
He  doth  irespose,  I  you  ei 
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^or  he  shulde  setten  all  his  wille 
geten  a  likly  thyng  hym  tille, 
to  sustene,  if  he  myght, 
^Ancl  kepe  forth,  by  kyndes  right, 

His  owne  lyknesse  and  semblable. 

7or  because  all  is  conimpable, 

.And  faile  shulde  successioun, 

3le  were  ther  generacioun 

Onre  sectis  strene  forto  save,  4859 

l^irhanne  fader  or  moder  am  in  grave, 

Her  children  shulde,  whanne  they  ben 

deede. 
Foil  diligent  ben  in  her  steede 
To  use  that  werke  on  such  a  wise, 

That  oon  may  thurgh  another  rise. 

Thcrfore  sette  Kynde  therynne  delite  ; 

For  men  therynne  shulde  hem  delite, 

And  of  that  deede  be  not  erke, 

But  ofte  sithes  haunt  that  werke. 

For  noon  wolde  drawe  therof  a  draught, 

Ne  were  delite  which  hath  hym  kaught. 

Thus  hath  sotilled  Dame  Nature  ;      4871 

For  noon  goth  right,  I  thee  ensure, 

Ne  hath  entent  hool  ne  parfit, 

For  her  desir  b  for  delyte  ; 

The  which  for  tene  crece,  and  eke 

The  pley  of  love  for-ofie  seke. 

And  thrall  hem  silf  they  be  so  nyce 

Unto  the  prince  of  every  vyce ; 

For  of  ech  synne  it  is  the  rote 

Unlefull  lust,  though  it  be  sote,  4880 

And  of  all  yvell  the  racyne. 

As  Tulius  can  determyne 

(Which  in  his  tyme  was  full  sage,) 

In  a  boke  he  made  OF  age, 

Wh^e  that  more  he  preyseth  eelde, 

Though  he  be  croked  and  unweelde. 

And  more  of  commendadoun 

Than  youthe  in  his  discripcioun. 

For  youthe  sette  bothe  man  and  wyf 

In  all  perell  of  soule  and  lyf,  4890 

And  perell  is,  but  men  have  grace, 

The  perell  of  yougth[e]  forto  pace 

Withoute  ony  deth  or  distresse, 

It  is  so  full  of  wyldenesse. 

4871.  Thus  hath  sotiiied  (MSS.  This  had 
totilUd,  etc.),  'aoutiva,'  i>.  th\i»  hath  Nature 
subtly  reasoned. 

4875.  /or  tene  crece  (MSS.  fortened  crece') ; 
crese^  i.e.  increase. 

4893.  Skeat  and  Kaltiza  read  tyme  Uxr  perell. 


So  ofte  it  doth  shame  or  damage 

T6  hym,  or  to  his  lynage. 

It  ledith  man  now  up,  now  doun, 

In  mochel  dissolucioun, 

And  makith  hym  love  yvell  companye, 

And  lede  his  lyf  disrewlilye,  4900 

And  halt  hym  payed  with  noon  estate. 

Withynne  hym -silf  is  such  debate, 

He  chaungith  purpos  and  entente 

And  yalte  [him]  into  somme  covente. 

To  lyven  aftir  her  emprise. 

And  lesith  fredom  and  fraunchise, 

That  nature  in  hym  hadde  sette. 

The  which  ageyne  he  may  not  gette, 

If  he  there  make  his  mansioun, 

For  to  abide  professioun.  4910 

Though  for  a  tyme  his  herte  absente, 

It  may  not  fayle,  he  shal  repente. 

And  eke  abide  thilke  day 

To  leve  his  abite  and  gone  his  way  ; 

And  lesith  his  worship  and  his  name, 

And  dar  not  come  ageyn  for  shame. 

But  al  his  lyf  he  doth  so  mome, 

By  cause  he  dar  not  hom  retoume. 

Fredom  of  kynde  so  lost  hath  he, 

That  never  may  recured  be,  4920 

But  that  if  God  hym  graunte  grace 

That  he  may,  er  he  hennes  pace, 

Conteyne  undir  obedience 

Thurgh  the  vertu  of  pacience. 

For  youthe  sett  man  in  all  folye. 

In  unthrift  and  [in]  ribaudie, 

In  leccherie  and  in  outrage, 

So  ofle  it  chaungith  of  corage. 

Youthe  gynneth  ofte  sich  bargeyne 

That  may  not  eende  withouten  peyne. 

In  gret  perell  is  sett  youthede,  4931 

Delite  so  doth  his  bridil  leede. 

Delite  thus  hangith,  drede  thee  nought, 

Bothe  mannys  body  and  his  thought 

Oonly  thurgh  youth,  [his]  chamberere. 

That  to  done  yvell  is  custommere, 

And  of  nought  elles  taketh  hede 

But  oonly  folkes  forto  lede 

Into  disporte  and  wyldenesse, 

So  [she]  is  frowarde  from  sadnesse.    4940 

But  Eelde  drawith  hem  therfro, 


4933.  MSS.  this  iox  thusy  'ainsinc' 

4933.  drede  thee  nought^  i.e.  you  may  be  sure. 

4940.  Omitted  subject. 
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Who  wote  it  nought,  he  may  wel  goo 
And  moo  of  hem  that  now  am  olde, 
That  whilom  youthhed  hadde  in  holde. 
Which  yit  remembre  of  tendir  age, 
How  it  hem  brought  in  many  a  rage, 
And  many  a  foly  therynne  wrought 
But  now  that  Eelde  hath  hem  though 

sought, 
They  repente  hem  of  her  folye, 
That  youthe  hem  putte  in  jupardye,  4950 
In  perell,  and  in  myche  woo, 
And  made  hem  ofte  amys  to  do, 
And  suen  yvell  companye. 
Riot  and  avouterie. 

But  Eelde  can  ageyn  restreyne 
From  sich  foly,  and  refreyne 
And  sette  men  by  her  ordinaunce 
In  good  reule  and  in  govemaunce. 
But  yvell  she  spendith  hir  servise 
For  no  man  wole  hir  love  ne  preise,  4960 
She  is  hated,  thb  wote  I  welle, 
Hir  acqueyntaunce  wolde  noman  fele 
Ne  han  of  Elde  companye. 
Men  hate  to  be  of  hir  alye  ; 
For  noman  wolde  bicomen  olde 
Ne  dye,  whanne  he  is  yong  and  bolde. 
And  Eelde  merveilith  right  gretlye, 
Whanne  thei  remembre  hem  inwardly, 
Of  many  a  perelous  emprise,  4969 

Whiche  that  they  wrought  in  sondry  wise, 
How  evere  they  myght,  withoute  blame. 
Escape  awey  withoute  shame. 
In  youthe  withoute  damage 
Or  repreef  of  her  lynage, 
Ix)sse  of  membre,  shedyng  of  blode, 
Perell  of  deth,  or  losse  of  good. 
Woste  thou  nought  where  Youthe  abit, 
That  men  so  preisen  in  her  witt  ? 
With  Delite  she  halt  sojour, 
For  bothe  they  dwellen  in  00  tour.     4980 
As  longe  as  Youthe  is  in  sesoun 
They  dwellen  in  oon  mansioun. 
Delite  of  Youthe  wole  have  servise 
To  do  what  so  he  wole  devise  ; 
And  Youthe  is  redy  evermore 
Forto  obey  for  smerte  of  sore 

4Q43.  ;//<><»,  'dein:int,*  either  verb  meaning  to 
ask  or  mistake  for  some  such  word.  Cp.  v.  5290 
;ind  note. 

4044.  youthhed,  MSS.  j'<7w/A/'. 

4960.   MSS.  neither;  cp.  v.  3718. 
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Unto  Delite,  and  bjni  to  yive 
Hir  servise  mhile  that  she  may  lyve. 
Where  Elde  abit  I  wole  thee  tdk 
Shortly,  and  no  while  dwelle. 
For  thidir  byhoveth  thee  to  goo. 
If  deth  in  yoathe  [hath]  thee  not  sfeo, 
Of  this  joamej  thou  maist  not  £ule. 
With  hur  Labour  and  Tiavaile 
Log^red  ben,  with  Sorwe  and  Woo 
That  never  ont  of  hir  oonrt  goo. 
Peyne  and  Distresse,  Syknesse  and  lie 
And  Malencoly,  that  angiy  sire, 
Ben  of  hir  paleys  senatonrs ;  m 

Gronyng  and  Gmcchyng  hir  berbejon 
The  day  and  nygfat  hir  to  tnnnent. 
With  croeU  deth  they  hir  present ; 
And  tellen  hir,  eiiiche  and  kUe, 
That  Deth  stont  armed  at  hir  gate. 
Thanne  brynge  they  to  her  remembruMe 
The  foly  dedis  of  hir  in&ance, 
Whiche  caosen  hir  to  moume  in  woo 
That  Youthe  hath  hir  bigiled  so, 
Which  sodeynly  awey  b  hasted. 
She  wepeth  the  tyme  that  she  hath  wasted, 
Compleynyng  of  the  preterit  son 

And  the  present,  that  not  abit, 
.\nd  of  hir  olde  vanite  ; 
That,  but  afom  hir  she  may  see 
ixi  the  future  somme  socour. 
To  leggen  hir  of  hir  dolour. 
To  graunte  hir  t>'mc  of  r^pentaunce. 
For  her  synnes  to  do  penaunce. 
And  at  the  laste  so  hir  goveme 
To  Wynne  the  joy  that  is  etemc. 
Fro  which  go  bakward  Youthe  her 
In  vanite  to  droune  and  wade, — 
For  present  tyme  abidith  nought. 
It  is  more  swift  than  any  thought, 
So  litel  while  it  doth  endure 
That  ther  nys  compte  ne  mesore. 
But  how  that  evere  the  game  go 
Who  list  to  have  joie  and  mirth  also 
Of  love,  be  it  he  or  she 

5004.  MSS.  stonditk. 

5032.  The  conclusion  seems  to  hav-e  been  fctftf 
by  the  translator ;  Fr. 

'  Et  qo'de  a  ta  vie  perdue 
Se  an  futur  n'cst  secoruc.'  «tc. 

So  supply  after  5032  : 

Al  her  lyf  bhe  bath  forlorn. 

5028.  hmt  (MSS.  lov€\  read  t'haxx. 
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•r  lowe,  who  it  be,  5030 

t  they  shulde  hem  delyte  ; 

rt  they  may  not  elles  quyte, 

e  hem-siir  in  honeste. 

t  full  many  one  I  se 

nmen,  sothly  forto  seync, 

esire  and  wolde  fayne 

ey  of  love,  they  be  so  wilde, 

)t  coveite  to  go  with  childe. 

with  child  they  be  perchaunce, 

/ole  it  holde  a  gret  myschaunce  ; 

at-som-ever  woo  they  fele,       5041 

?ole  not  pleyne  but  concele, 

t  be  ony  fool  or  nyce 

m  that  Shame  hath  no  justice. 

delyte  echone  they  drawe, 

aunte  this  werke  bothe  high  and 

lawe, 

ch  that  am  worth  right  nought 

>r  money  wole  be  bought. 

>ve  I  preise  in  no  wise, 

e  it  is  goven  for  coveitise.         5050 

\  no  womman  though  she  be  wood 

!veth  hir-silf  for  ony  good. 

;1  shulde  a  man  telle, 

that  wole  hir  body  selle, 

mayde,  be  she  wyf, 

lyk  wole  selle  hir,  bi  hir  lif. 

ire  chere  that  evere  she  make 

.  wrecche,  I  undirtake, 

ved  such  one,  for  swete  or  soure, 

1  she  hym  calle  hir  paramoure, 

jgheth  on  hym,  and  makith  hym 

feeste ;  5061 

teynly  no  such  beeste 

oved  is  not  worthy, 

I  the  name  of  druerie. 

shulde   hir   please,   but   he  were 

woode, 

ole  dispoile  hym  of  his  goode. 

ertheles  I  wole  not  sey 

le  for  solace  and  for  pley 

1  a  jewel  or  other  thyng 

f  her  loves  fre  yevyng  ;  5C70 

t  she  aske  it  in  no  wise, 

tie  of  shame  of  coveitise. 

e  of  hirs  may  hym  certeyn 

te  sclaundre  yeven  ageyn, 

USS.  though  so  be  tvood;  (?)  read  to  bs 
es  ja  certes  n'ierl  fame  bone.' 


And  joyne  her  hcrtes  to-gidre  so 

In  love,  and  take  and  yeve  also. 

Trowe  not  that  I  wolde  hem  twynne 

Whanne  in  her  love  ther  is  no  synne  ; 

I  wole  that  they  to-gedre  go. 

And  don  al  that  they  han  ado,  5o8o 

As  curteis  shulde  and  debonaire. 

And  in  her  love  beren  hem  faire, 

Withoute  vice,  bothe  he  and  she. 

So  that  alwey  in  honeste 

Fro  foly  love  they  kepe  hem  clere. 

That  brenneth  hertis  with  his  fere. 

And  that  her  love  in  ony  wise 

B^  devoide  of  coveitise. 

G6od  love  shulde  engendrid  be 

Of  trewe  herte,  just  and  secre,  5090 

And  not  of  such  as  sette  her  thought 

To  have  her  lust,  and  ellis  nought. 

So  are  they  caught  in  loves  lace, 

Truly  for  bodily  solace. 

Fleshly  delite  is  so  present 

With  thee,  that  sette  all  thyne  entent, 

Withoute  more  (what  shulde  I  glose  ?) 

F6rto  gete  and  have  the  Rose, 

Which  makith  [thee]  so  mate  and  woode, 

That  thou  desirest  noon  other  goode.    5x00 

But  thou  art  not  an  inche  the  nerre, 

But  evere  abidist  in  sorwe  and  werre. 

As  in  thi  face  it  is  sene  ; 

It  makith  thee  bothe  pale  and  lene  ; 

Thy  myght,  thi  vertu  goth  away. 

A  sory  geste,  in  goode  fay, 

Thou  herberest  then  in  thyne  inne. 

The  God  of  Love  whanne  thou  let  inne. 

Wherfore  I  rede  thou  shette  hym  oute. 

Or  he  shall  greve  thee,  oute  of  doute  ; 

For  to  thi  profit  it  wole  tume,  51x1 

Iff  he  nomore  with  thee  sojoume. 

In  gret  myscheef  and  sorwe  sonken 

Ben  hertis  that  of  love  am  dronken,    . 

As  thou  peraunter  knowen  shall 

Whanne  thou  hast  lost  thi  tyme  all, 

And  spent  thy  youth  in  ydilnesse 

In  waste  and  wofull  lustynesse. 

If  thow  maist  lyve  the  tyme  to  se 

Of  love  forto  delyvered  be,  5120 


5085.  they,  MSS.  to. 

51C7.  then,  MS.  hew;  Th.  omits. 

5ti6.  thi  tyme  ^  'ton  tens,'  MSS.  the  tyme. 

5117.  thy  youths  *  ta  jonesce,'  M  SS.  by  thought. 
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Thy  tynie  thou  shall  biwepe  sore, 

The  whichc  never  thou  maist  restore, 

For  tyme  lost,  as  men  may  see, 

For  no  thyng  may  recured  be. 

And  if  thou  scape  yit  atte  laste 

Fro  Love  that  hath  thee  so  faste 

Kdytt  and  bounden  in  his  lace, 

Certeyn  I  holde  it  but  a  grace. 

For  many  oon,  as  it  is  seyne, 

Have  lost  and  spent  also  in  veyne      5150 

In  his  servise,  withoute  socour, 

Body  and  soule,  good  and  tresour, 

Witte  and  strengthe  and  eke  richesse, 

Of  which  they  hadde  never  redresse.* 

Thus  taught  and  preched  hath  resoun. 
But  Love  spilte  hir  sermoun, 
That  was  so  ymped  in  my  thought, 
That  hir  doctrine  I  sette  at  nought. 
And  yilt  ne  seide  she  never  a  dele 
That  I  ne  undirstode  it  wele,  5x40 

Word  by  word  the  mater  all ; 
But  unto  love  I  was  so  thrall, 
Which  callith  over-all  his  pray. 
He  chasith  so  my  thought  al  day. 
And  halt  myne  herte  undir  his  sele, 
As  trust  and  trew  as  ony  stele. 
So  that  no  devocioun 
Ne  hadde  I  in  the  sermoun 
Of  dame  Resoun,  ne  of  hir  rede. 
It  toke  no  sojour  in  myne  hede,  5150 

For  all  yede  oute  at  [that]  oon  ere. 
That  in  that  other  she  dide  lere  ; 
Fully  on  me  she  lost  hir  lore. 
Hir  speche  me  greved  wondir  sore. 

Than  unto  hir  for  ire  I  seide. 
For  anger  as  I  dide  abraide  : 
*  Dame,  and  is  it  youre  wille  algate 
That  I  not  love,  but  that  I  hate 
Alle  men,  as  yc  me  teche  ? 
Fur  if  I  do  aftir  youre  speche,  5160 

Sith  that  ye  seyne  love  is  not  good, 
Thanne  must  I  nedis  say  with  mood, 
If  I  it  leve,  in  hatrede  ay 
To  lyven,  and  voide  love  away 
From  me,  [and  be]  a  synfull  wrecche, 

5144.  al  day,  MSS.  ay;  cp.  v.  5174. 
51^5.  halt^  MSS.  hpidith. 

5163.  say,  an  aphetic  form  of  assay ^  to  attempt. 

5164.  MSS.  omit  To. 

5165.  The  bracketed  words  (Skeat's  readings) 
seem  necessary  to  the  sense. 


Hated  of  all  that  [love  that]  tccche ; 

I  may  not  go  noon  other  gate. 

For  other  must  I  love  or  hate. 

And  if  I  hate  men  of  newe 

More  than  love,  it  wole  me  re«e,     sqi 

As  by  youre  preching  semeth  me. 

For  Love  no  thing  ne  preisith  thee. 

Ye  yeve  good  counsel  sikirly. 

That  prechith  me  al  day  that  I 

Shulde  not  loves  lore  alowc^ 

He  were  a  foole  wolde  yon  not  trove. 

In  speche  also  ye  han  me  tanght 

Another  love  that  knowen  is  nai^it. 

Which  I  have  herd  you  not  repreve. 

To  love  ech  other.      By  youre  leve,  s* 

if  ye  wolde  difiyne  it  me, 

I  wolde  gladly  here  to  se, 

Atte  the  leest^  if  I  may  lere. 

Of  sondry  loves  the  manere.' 

Raisoun,   *  Certis  freend  a  fool  art  thsi 
Whan  that  thou  no  thyng  wolt  allove, 
That  I  for  thi  profit  say. 
Yit  wole  I  sey  thee  more  in  fey. 
For  I  am  redy  at  the  leste 
To  accomplisshe  thi  request e.  sf* 

But  I  not  where  it  wole  avayle. 
In  veyn  perauntre  I  shal  travayle. 
I^ve  ther  is  in  sondry  wise. 
As  I  shal  thee  heere  devise. 
For  somme  love  leful  is  and  good ; 
I  mene  not  that  which  makith  thee  wood, 
And  bringith  thee  in  many  a  fitte 
And  ravysshith  fro  thee  al  thi  witte, 
It  is  so  merveilouse  and  queynte ; 
With  such  love  be  no  more  aquey^e. 

Love  of  freendship  also  ther  is,      saa> 
Which  makith  no  man  done  amys. 
Of  wille  knytt  bitwixe  two. 
That  wole  not  breke  for  wele  ne  woo; 
Which  long  is  likly  to  contune 
Whanne  wille  and  goodis  ben  in  cominie; 
Grounded  by  goddis  ordinaance, 
Hoole  withoute  discordaunce ; 
With  hem  holdyng  comunte 
Of  all  her  goode  in  charite  ;  ^» 

That  ther  be  noon  excepcioun 
Thurgh  ehaungyng  of  entencioon  ; 
That  ech  helpe  other  at  her  neede. 


517a.  /nititA  thttt  '  Tout  me  vaille  Aaon  «> 
denier.' 
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wisely  hele  bothe  word  and  dede  ; 
of  menyng,  devoide  of  slouthe, 
itt  is  nought  withoute  trouthe, 
it  the  ton  dar  all  his  thought, 

0  his  freend  and  spare  nought 
hym  silf,  withoute  dredyng 

discovered  by  wre3ring.  5990 

ad  is  that  conjunccioun 
ae  ther  is  noon  susspecioun, 
ak    in    hem]   whom   they   wolde 
prove, 

rewe  and  parfit  weren  in  love. 
>  man  may  be  amjrable, 
he  be  so  ferme  and  stable 
Drtune  chaungehym  not,  ne  blynde ; 
at  his  freend  all-wey  hym  fynde, 
pore  and  riche,  in  oon  estate, 
his  freend,  thurgh  ony  gate,     5230 
comple]rne  of  his  poverte, 
ilde  not  bide  so  long  til  he 
helpyng  hym  requere ; 
Kxie  dede  done  thurgh  praiere 

1  and  bought  to  deere,  I-wys, 
't  that  of  grete  valour  is. 

;rt  fulfilled  of  gentilnesse 
;el  demene  his  distresse, 
lan,  that  worthy  is  of  name, 
:en  often  hath  gret  shame.         5340 
d  man  brenneth  in  his  thought 
ame,  whanne  he  axeth  ought, 
th  gret  thought,  and  dredeth  ay 
s  disese,  whani;ie  he  shal  pray 
.'end,  lest  that  he  warned  be, 
it  he  preve  his  stabilte. 
lanne  that  he  hath  founden  oon, 
rusty  is  and  trewe  as  stone, 
lath]  assaied  hym  at  alle, 
unde  hym  stedefast  as  a  walle   5950 
r  his  freendship  be  certeyne, 
al   hym    shewe    bothe   joye    and 
peyne, 

1  that  [he]  dar  thynke  or  sey, 
ite  shame,  as  he  wel  may. 
»w  shulde  he  a-shamed  be 
I  one  as  I  tolde  thee  ? 
lanne  he  woot  his  secre  thought, 

Tiex  mors  <maenn)  avoir  doiTcnt  ct  Mulent 
^ul  parfetement  amer  veulent. 

cketed  words  were  supplied  by  Professor 


The    thridde   shal   knowe   therof  right 

nought ; 
For  tweyne  of  noumbre  is  bet  than  thre 
In  every  counsell  and  secre.  5260 

Repreve  he  dredeth  never  a  deele 
Who  that  bisett  his  wordis  wele. 
For  every  wise  man,  out  of  drede. 
Can  kepe  his  tunge  til  he  se  nede ; 
And  fooles  can  not  holde  her  tunge  — 
**  A  fooles  belle  is  soone  range." 
Yit  shal  a  trewe  freend  do  more. 
To  helpe  his  felowe  of  his  sore, 
And  socoure  hym,  whanne  he  hath  neede. 
In  all  that  he  may  done  in  deede  ;     5370 
And  gladder  [be]  that  he  hym  plesith. 
Thin  his  felowe,  that  he  esith. 
And  if  he  do  not  his  requeste. 
He  shal  as  mochel  hym  moleste 
As  his  felow,  for  that  he 
May  not  fulfille  his  volunte 
Fully,  as  he  hath  requered. 
If  bothe  the  hertis  Love  hath  fered, 
J6y  and  woo  they  shull  departe 
And  take  evenly  ech  his  parte  ;  5380 

Half  his  anoy  he  shal  have  ay, 
And  comfort  [him]  what  that  he  may ; 
And  of  his  blisse  parte  shal  he. 
If  love  wel  departed  be. 

And  whilom  of  this  unyte 
Spake  Tulius  in  a  ditee, 
Man  shulde  maken  his  requeste 
Unto  his  freend  that  is  honeste. 
And  he  goodly  shulde  it  fulfille. 
But  if  the  more  were  out  of  skile  ;      5990 
And  other  wise  not  graunte  therto, 
Except  oonly  in  causes  twoo  ; 
If  men  his  freend  to  deth  wolde  drive, 
Late  hym  be  bisy  to  save  his  lyve ; 
Also  if  men  wolen  hym  assayle 
Of  his  wurship  to  make  hym  faile. 
And  hyndren  hym  of  his  renoun  ; 

5374.  He.  Perhaps  read  That  or  //,  as  a  re- 
flexive verb  fttoiest  \%  unusual. 

5283.  comfort  him  (MSS.  omit  him\  '  le 
confortc' 

5384.  rttl  (MSS.  *uole\  '  a  droit.' 

5387.  Afan  (MSS.  Ami)  shulde ^  one  should, 
'devons.' 

5290.  MSS.  But  it.  more  is  either  a  subst. 
meaning  request^  or  a  similar  mistake  to  that  in 

V.  4943- 
5393.  causes  (MSS.  cause\  cases. 
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Late  hym,  with  full  cntencioun, 

His  dever  done  in  echc  dcgre 

Th^t  his  frecnd  ne  shamed  be,  5300 

In  this  two  causes  with  his  myght, 

Taking  no  kepe  to  skile  nor  right 

As  ferre  as  love  may  hym  excuse ; 

This  ought  no  man  to  refuse. 

This  love,  that  I  have  tolde  to  thee, 

Is  no  thing  contrarie  to  me ; 

This  wole  I  that  thou  folowe  wele, 

And  love  the  tother  everydele ; 

This  love  to  vertu  all  entendith, 

The  tothir  fooles  blent  and  shendith.   5310 

Another  love  also  there  is, 
That  is  contrarie  unto  this  ; 
Which  desire  is  so  const reyned 
Thdt  [it]  is  but  wille  feyned. 
Awcy  fro  trouthe  it  doth  so  varie. 
That  to  good  love  it  is  contrarie, 
F6r  it  maymeth  in  many  wise 
Sfke  hertis  with  coveitise. 
All  in  wynnyng  and  in  profit 
Sich  love  settith  his  delite.  5320 

This  love  so  hangeth  in  balaunce. 
That  if  it  lese  his  hope  perchaunce 
Of  lucre  that  he  is  sett  upon, 
ft  wole  faile  and  quenche  anoon. 
For  no  man  may  be  amerous, 
Ne  in  his  lyvyng  vertuous, 
But  he  love  more  in  moode 
Men  for  him-silf  than  for  her  goode. 
For  love  that  profit  doth  abide 
Is  fals,  and  bit  not  in  no  tyde  5330 

[This]  love  cometh  of  Dame  Fortune, 
That  litel  while  wole  contune  ; 
For  it  shal  chaungen  wonder  soone, 
And  take  Kclips  ;  right  as  the  moone 
Whanne  he  is  from  us  lett 
Thurgh  erthe,  that  bitwixe  is  sett 
The  Sonne  and  hir,  as  it  may  falle, 
Be  it  in  partie  or  in  all. 
The  shadowe  maketh  her  l)emys  merke, 
And  hir  homes  to  shewe  derke  5340 

That  part  where  she  hath  lost  hir  lyght 
Of  Pheluis  fully,  and  the  sight ; 
Til,  whanne  the  shadowe  is  overpaste, 


5301.    MSS.  laas. 
5^?7.   Perhaps  inset!  //after  Z>///. 
S142.   Sinh  (iisplai'i-mento  as  this  of  ««#/ were 
common  in  ijtli  rcniury  verse. 


She  is  enluroyned  ageyn  as  fa^tc 

Thurgh  thebrightnesseof  the  soone bema. 

That  yeveth  to  hir  ageyne  hir  lemes. 

That  love  is  right  of  sich  nature. 

Now  is  faire,  and  now  obscure. 

Now  bright,  now  clipsi  of  manere. 

And  whilom  dymme,  and  whilom  dm. 

As  soone  as  poverte  gynnelh  take,    s9 

With  mantel  and  [with]  wedis  blake 

Hidith  of  love  the  light  awcy. 

That  into  nyght  it  tumeth  day ; 

It  may  not  see  richessc  shjme. 

Till  the  blake  shadowes  (yne. 

For  whanne  richesse  shyneth  br^t 

Love  recovereth  ageyn  his  light. 

And  whanne  it  failith,  he  wole  flit ; 

And  as  she  groweth,  so  groweth  it   sib 

Of  this  love  here  what  I  sey  : 

The  riche  men  are  loved  ay. 

And  namely  tho  that  sparand  bene. 

That  wole  not  wasshe  her  hertes  clene 

Of  the  filthe,  nor  of  the  vice 

Of  gredy  brennyng  avarice. 

The  riche  man  full  fonned  is  y-«'>'$. 

That  weneth  that  he  loved  is ; 

If  that  his  herte  it  undirstode. 

It  is  not  he,  it  is  his  goode  ;  in:* 

He  may  wel  witen  in  his  thought 

His  good  is  loved  and  he  right  noagbL 

For  if  he  be  a  nygard  eke. 

Men  wole  not  sette  by  hym  a  leke. 

But  hat  en  hym,  this  is  the  sothe. 

Lo,  what  profit  his  catell  doth  ? 

Of  every  man  that  may  hym  see. 

It  geteth  hym  nought  but  enmyte. 

But  he  amende  hym  of  that  vice, 

And  knowe  hym  silf,  he  is  not  wj-s.  53b 

Certys  he  shulde  ay  freendly  be. 

To  gete  him  love  also  l>en  free. 

Or  ellis  he  is  not  wise  ne  sage, 

Nomore  than  is  a  gote  ramage. 

That  he  not  loveth  his  dede  proveth. 
Whan  he  his  richesse  so  wel  loveth 
That  he  wole  hide  it  ay  and  spare. 
His  pore  freendis  sene  forfare 
To  kepcn  alway  his  purpose, 

5351.  take^  Tafuble.' 

5353.  Hidith.    Skeat  reads  //  hit,  and  perfup- 
rightly. 

5379*  ^yWf  MSS.  kymsflj. 

5389.  alway,  MSS.  ay;  op.  \.  5144. 
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drede  his  yen  close,  5390 

a  wikked  deth  hym  take, 
adde  lever  a-sondre  shake 
te  hise  Ijrmes  a-sondre  ryve, 
:ve  his  richesse  in  his  lyve  ; 
nkith  parte  it  with  no  man. 
1  no  love  is  in  hym  than  ; 
lulde  love  withynne  hym  be, 
e  in  his  herte  is  no  pite  ? 
e  trespasseth  wel  I  wat, 
1  man  knowith  his  estate.         5400 
1  hym  ought  to  be  reproved 
>veth  nought,  ne  is  not  loved. 
1  we  am  to  fortune  comen, 
ith  oure  sermoun  of  hir  nomen, 
dir  will  y  telle  thee  nowe  ; 
lerdist  never  sich  oon  I  trowe. 
where  thou  me  leven  shall, 
1  soth&stnesse  it  be  at  all. 
i  writ  en  and  is  soth, 
nto  men  more  profit  doth         5410 
)ward  fortune  and  contraire, 
he  swote  and  debonaire  ; 
thee  thynke  it  is  doutable 
urgh  argument  provable ; 
:  debonaire  and  sof^e 
and  bigilith  ofte. 
:he  a  moder  she  can  cherishe, 
ylken  [hem]  as  doth  a  norys  ; 
'  hir  goode  to  hem  deles, 
!veth  hem  parte  of  her  joweles, 
rate  richesse  and  dignite  ;        5421 
\m  she  hoteth  stabilite 
ate  that  is  not  stable, 
aungynge  ay  and  variable  ; 
dith  hym  with  glorie  veyne, 
Idly  blisse  noncerteyne. 
e  she  hem  settith  on  hir  whele 
:  wcne  they  to  be  right  wele, 
so  stable  state  withal  1 
ever  they  wene  forto  falle.        5430 
hanne  they  sette  so  highe  be, 
rene  to  have  in  certeynte 

MSS.  late  all. 

MSS.  rvtl  I  wot. 

For,  (?)  read  Full,  'moull.' 

Cp.  i/<vf<,  583  ff. 

at  a// (MSS.  it  all)^  altogether. 

(Ulest  (?)  dele  infinitive  construed  with 

rhyming  with /Vm'///;  Gp.v.  9093.    If  so, 

f  in  V.  5420. 

'«,  MSS.  And,  Fr.  'en.' 


Of  hertly  freendis  so  grete  noumbre 

That  no  thyng  myght  her  state  encombre. 

They  trust  hem  so  on  every  side, 

Wenyng  with  hem  they  wolde  abide 

In  every  perell  and  myschaunce, 

Withoute  chaunge  or  variaunce 

Bothe  of  catell  and  of  goode. 

And  also  forto  spende  her  bloode,      5440 

And  all  her  membris  forto  spille, 

Oonly  to  fulfille  her  wille. 

They  maken  it  hole  in  many  wise. 

And  hoten  hem  her  full  servise, 

How  sore  that  it  do  hem  smerte, 

Into  her  naked  sherte. 

Herte  and  all  so  hole  they  yive, 

For  the  tyme  that  they  may  lyve. 

S6  that  with  her  fiaterie, 

They  maken  foolis  glorifie  5450 

Of  her  wordis  spekyng, 

And  han  ther-of  a  rejoysyng. 

And  trowe  hem  as  the  Evangile  : 

And  it  is  all  falsheede  and  gile, 

As  they  shal  aftirwarde  se 

Whanne  they  am  falle  in  poverte. 

And  ben  of  good  and  catell  bare ; 

Thanne  shulde  they  sene  who  freendis  ware. 

For  of  an  hundred  certeynly. 

Nor  of  a  thousande  full  scarsly,  5460 

Ne  shal  they  fynde  unnethis  oon 

Whanne  poverty  is  comen  upon. 

For  this  Fortune  that  I  of  telle 

With  men  whanne  hir  lust  to  dwelle, 

Makith  hem  to  leese  her  conisaunce, 

And  norishith  hem  in  ignoraunce. 

But  froward  Fortune  and  perverse, 
Whanne  high  estatis  she  doth  reverse, 
And  maketh  hem  to  tumble  doune 
(5f  hir  whele,  with  sodeyn  toume,      5470 
And  from  her  richesse  doth  hem  fie, 
And  plongeth  hem  in  poverte. 
As  a  stepmoder  envyous 
And  leieth  a  piastre  dolorous 
Unto  her  hertis  wounded  egre. 
Which  is  not  tempred  with  vyncgre 

5433.  so,  MSS.  to,  Fr.  '  tant.' 
5452.  tfur-of,  MSS.  fA^/'r<2/I  (Kaluza). 
5463.  this,  MSS.  thus,  'ccsie.' 
5470.  Of,  off. 

5473.  The  AndointyA  verse  seems  to  belong 
before  As,  else  v.  5474  precedes  v.  5473- 
Et  lor  a!»iet  comme  marastre 
Ail  ciier  un  dolercus  empUstre. 
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Bu[  with  poveiie  and  indigeno 

Forto  shewe  by  experience 

Tliftt  she  is  Fortune  verclye, 

In  whom  no  men  shulde  affye, 

Nor  in  hii  yeftii  have  fiuunce, 

Sbe  is  EO  full  of  vnriaunce. 

Thus  kan  slie  maken  high  and  lowe, 

Whinne  I  hey  from  ncliesaeam  [y-]Lhrowe, 

Fully  10  knowen  wilhout  were 

Frcend  of  affect  and  freend  of  chere  ; 

And  which  in  iove  weie  trewe  and  stable, 

And  whiche  also  vfere  variable, 

After  Fortune  her  goddesse, 

In  povccte  outher  in  riehesse.  94^ 

For  all  she  yeveth  here,  out  of  drede, 

Unhnppe  berevelh  it  in  dede  ; 


For  it 


e  late  ni 


Of  freendis,  wliBnt;B  Fortune  is  gone- 

I  mene  Iho  freendis  that  wole  tie 

Anoon,  as  entrcth  poverlc  ; 

And  yit  they  wole  not  leve  heto  so. 

But  in  ech  plac£  where  they  go, 

They  calle  hem  "wrccche,"  scome,  and 

And  of  her  myihapjie  hem  diffame.     jjoo 
And  namely  siche  as  in  riehesse 
Pretendid  moosl  of  stablenesse, 
Whanne  that  they  sawc  hym  selte  on  lofte. 
And  were  of  hym  socoored  ofte. 
And  roost  yholpe  in  alt  her  needc ; 
But  now  Ihey  lake  no  roaner  bcede, 
Bui  tVfa  in  vmce  of  flalcrie, 

5 hat  now  apperilh  hei  folye 
ver-ail  where  so  they  fore, 
And  synge  "  Go  fare-wel.  feldefire."  5510 
All  suche  freendis  I  beshrewe, 
Fiir  of  trewe  thcr  be  to  fewe. 
Bui  sothfasi  freendis,  what  10  bitide, 
In  every  fortune  wolen  abide  ; 
Thei  han  her  herlii  in  suehe  noblesse 
That  ihey  nyl  love  for  no  riehesse, 
Nor  for  that  fortune  may  bem  sende 

mM.  affKt,tttNm  Ev'•'^Vkli^flltry,^.■.. 
mS6.  Cp.  ChauMi"!  Ftrinni,  v.  54,  uid  Btni. 

!4«i.  ilir,  MSS.  IIM:  'Cucmtquebencurlu 

jwi.  Mi.Ot  Utttk.  'rtnuinl,' 
M«J.  MB  »  suhjMi  of  ImU,  '  Rnuiiu.' 
iya.  1AS&.  firtltndilK 
ISio.  Ct/itn^wil,  etc,  V 
uadErPsrewdL 


fftv  E^lhk  Pm 


Thei  woien  hem  somme  aad  ibfasik 
And  chaunge  for  solie  ae  lo*  tore ; 
For  who  is  freend  lo-vclh  CTmnm-- 
Thoughmendraweiwetdetiisfrc^' ' 
He  may  not  hewe  her  love  >-<< 
Biit  in  case  that  I  shall  k7  ; 
For  pride  and  in  lese  it  he  nui . 
And  for  reprove  by  nycelc. 


Among  a  Ihoasand  that  fynilill 
For  thei  may  be  no  riehesse 
Ageyns  frendshipp  of  woithynr- 
For  it  ne  may  so  high  Btteigne 
As  may  the  viJaure,  soth  to  seyne. 
Of  hym  that  loveth  tiew  and  wdL 
Frendshipp  is  mor«  than  ii  cxidi,      | 

For  freend  in  couH  ay  bettK  s. 
Than  peny  in  purs  cmis. 
And  Fortune  myshappyng, 
WTianne  upon  men  she  is  fall)-n:: 
Thii^h  mystumyng  of  hit  chain... 
And  casleth  hem  oute  of  bolauiii . 
She  makiih  thurgh  hir  ailveniir 
M^n  full  clerly  forto  se 
Mym  that  is  freenJ  jn  existence. 
From  hym  that  ii  bf  app■^e□c<^. 
For  yn-fortune  makith  anoon. 
To  knowe  thy  freendis  fro  thy  (.    ■ 
By  experience  right  as  it  is. 
The  which  is  more  lo  preia*  y-n 
Than  is  myche  riehesse  and  lir  =-  ■ 
For  more  dothe  profit  and  ralour 
Poverte  and  such  advenite 
Bi  fer  than  dolb  prosperilc  i 
For  the  loon  yeveih  conysannci-. 
And  the  lolher  ignontunce. 

And  thus  in  poverte  is  in  ilc'L- 
Trijuihe  declnr^i  fro  falsheed. 
For  feyntc  frendis  it  wole  dcdwc. 
And  Irewe  also  whal  wey  they  faTi-. 

SSW.  Amd.    S;  loltti  Hfrl 
*  SH4.  /*lh'>t.  Msl/S^^. 
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ne  he  was  in  his  richesse, 

sndis  ful  of  doublenessc 

Ti  in  many  wise  ^ 

I  body,  and  servise  ; 

de  hethannehayovcto  ha  bought 

;n  openly  her  thought,  5570 

low  hath  so  clerly  seen  ? 

bigiled  he  shulde  have  bene, 
adde  thanne  perceyved  it ; 
sse  nold  not  late  hym  witte. 
:  avauntage  doth  hym  thanne, 
it  makith  hym  a  wise  man, 
myscheef  that  he  receyveth, 
h  richesse  that  hym  deceyveth. 
riche  ne  makith  nought 
:  on  tresour  sette  his  thought, 
sse  stonte  in  sufHsaunce        5581 
hyng  in  habundaunce ; 
aunce  all  oonly 
len  to  lyve  richely. 
at  at  mycches  tweyne, 
\  [is]  in  his  demeine, 
lore  at  ese,  and  more  is  riche, 
h  he  that  is  chiche, 
is  berne  hath,  soth  to  seyn, 
ed  mowis  of  whetc  grc3rne,  5590 
le  be  chapman  or  marchaunte, 
:  of  golde  many  [a]  besaunte. 
e  getyng  he  hath  such  woo, 
ie  kepyng  drede  also, 
;  evermore  his  bisynesse 
:rese,  and  not  to  lessc, 
nent  and  multiplic. 
igh  on  hepis  that  lye  hjrm  bye  ^ 

shal  make  his  richesse  ^ 

ito  his  gredynesse.  5600 

>overe  that  recchith  nought, 
lis  lyflode,  in  his  thought, 
lat  he  getith  with  his  travaile, 

'<•,  MSS.  y<nv^  p.  pt.  of  ^/rr.     Read 
•ne  word.     The  thought  is  borrowed 
ins ;  see  Chaucer's  Boece,  590. 
uiy  if. 

eyxfeth^  MSS.  petxeyvttk.  '  recoit.* 
M  SS.  hath.     *  Car  tcx  n'a  pas  voillant 
s.' 
!  valutd  ist  MSS.  Ne  value;    cp.  v. 

>a//!f,  MSS.  ntan'is,  'mius.' 
i/,  i.e.  the  gold  ;  (?)  read  /A<y,  referring 
untes. 

:  shall   never  make  his  riches  satisfy 
greed. 


Fie  dredith  nought  that  it  shall  faile. 

Though  he  have  lytel  worldis  goode, 

Mete,  and  drynke,  and  esy  foode, 

Upon  his  travel  and  lyvyng, 

And  also  suffisaunt  clothyng. 

Or  if  in  syknesse  that  he  feill, 

And  lothe  mete  and  drynke  withalt,   5610 

Though  he  have  not  his  mete  to  bye 

He  shal  bithynke  hym  hastily 

To  putte  hym  oute  of  all  daunger. 

That  he  of  mete  hath  no  myster ; 

Or  that  he  may  with  lytel  eke 

Be  founden,  while  that  he  is  seke  ; 

Or  that  men  shull  hym  berne  in  haste. 

To  lyve  til  his  syknesse  be  paste, 

To  somme  maysondewe  biside ;  5619 

Or  he  caste  nought  what  shal  hym  bitide — 

He  thenkith  nought  that  evere  he  shall 

Into  ony  sykenesse  fall. 

And  though  it  falle,  as  it  may  be. 

That  all  be-tjrme  spare  shall  he 

As  mochel,  as  shal  to  hym  suffice 

While  he  is  sike  in  ony  wise. 

He  doth  [that]  for  that  he  wole  be 

Contente  with  his  povertc, 

Withoute  nede  of  ony  man. 

So  myche  in  litel  have  he  can,  5650 

He  is  apaied  with  his  fortune  ; 

And  for  he  nyl  be  importune 

Unto  no  wight,  ne  honerous. 

Nor  of  her  goodes  coveitous, 

Therfore  he  sparetb,  it  may  wel  bene. 

His  pore  estate  forto  sustene. 

Or  if  hym  lust  not  forto  spare. 

But  sufirith  forth  as  not  ne  ware, 

Atte  last  it  hapneth  as  it  may 

Right  unto  his  laste  day,  5640 

And  taketh  the  world  as  it  wolde  be  ; 

For  evere  in  hcrte  thenkith  he. 

The  sonner  that  [the]  deth  hym  slo, 

To  paradys  the  sonner  go 

He  shal,  there  forto  lyve  in  blisse, 

5617.  berne  {or  btren  ;  cp.  myxmi^  v.  6496. 
5620.  Or  supplied  from  Fr.  '  1 


5638,  5639.   Fr. 


ou. 


Ainsi  viengnent  li  froit  et  U  duot 
En  la  fin  qui  morir  le  face ; 

so  perhaps  read  : 

But  »uffrith  frost  as  hot  ne  ware. 
H<!  lat  it  hapno  as  it  may. 

5641.  MSS.  take. 
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WKere  that  he  shal  noo  good  misse  ; 

Thider  he  hopith  God  shal  hym  sende, 

Aftir  his  wrecchid  lyves  ende. 

Piclagoras  hym  silf  reherses 

In  a  book,  that  the  Golden  Verses     5650 

Is  clepid  for  the  nobilite 

Of  the  honourable  ditee, 

That  wlianne  thou  goste  thy  body  fro, 

Fre  in  the  eir  thou  shalt  up  go, 

And  leven  al  human ite, 

And  purely  lyve  in  dcite. 

He  is  a  foole  withouten  were 

That  trowith  have  his  Countre  heere  ; 

In  erthe  is  not  oure  Countre —  5659 

That  may  these  clerkis  seyn,  and  see 

In  Boice  of  Consolacioun, 

Where  it  is  maked  mencioun 

Of  oure  countre  pleyn  at  the  ye 

By  teching  of  Philosophie  ; 

Where  lewid  men  myght  lere  witte, 

Who  so  that  wolde  translaten  it. 

If  he  l)e  sich  that  can  wel  lyve 

Aftir  his  rente  may  hym  yive. 

And  not  desireth  more  to  have, 

Than  may  fro  |X)verte  hym  save.         5670 

A  wise  man  seide,  as  we  may  seen, 

Is  no  man  wrecche  but  he  it  wene, 

Be  he  kyng,  knyght,  or  ribaude  ; 

And  many  a  ribaude  is  meiy  and  baude 

That  swynkith  and  berith  lx)the  day  and 

nyght 
Many  a  burthen  of  gret  myght. 
The  whiche  doth  hym  lasse  offense 
P'or  he  sufTrith  in  pacience. 
They  laugh  and  daunce,  trippe  and  synge. 
And  ley  not  up  for  her  lyvyng,  5680 

But  in  the  taverne  all  dispendith 
The  wynnyng  that  God  hem  sendith. 
Thanne  golh  he  fardeles  forto  bere, 
With  as  good  chere  as  he  dide  ere  ; 
To  swynke  and  traveile  he  not  feynith, 
For  for  to  robben  he  disde)'nith ; 
But  right  anoon  aftir  his  swynke 

5650.  (?)  Omit  the ;  there  is  no  article  in  the  Fr. 
The  book  referred  to  is  the  Attrca  Carmina^  ex- 
tant in  the  Middle  Ages  as  a  work  of  Pythagoras. 

5653.    That^  MSS.  Thantu. 

5661.  ([f  CoHsoiat  iouH^  '  de  Consolatione.' 
Jchan  de  Meung  refers  to  I,  pr.  v. 

5663.   MSS.  eye. 

5672.  MSS.  wrccched :  cp.  Bocce,  394. 


He  goth  to  taverne  forto  dr}'nke. 
All  these  ar  riche  in  abundaunce, 
That  can  thus  have  sufllisauDce  «te 

Wel  more  than  can  an  usurere. 
As  God  wel  knowith,  withoute  were. 
For  an  usurer,  so  God  me  se, 
Shal  nevere  for  richesse  riche  be. 
But  evermore  pore  and  indigent. 
Scarce  and  gredy  in  his  entent. 

For  soth  it  is,  whom  it  dbpksc, 
Ther  may  no  marchaunt  lyve  at  ese. 
His  herte  in  sich  a  werre  is  sett. 
That  it  quyk  brenneth  more  to  gete,  57* 
Ne  never  shal  enough  have  geten. 
Though  he  have  gold  in  gemeis  yeten. 
Forto  be  nedy  he  dredith  sore, 
Wherfore  to  geten  more  and  more 
He  sette  his  herte  and  his  desire. 
So  hote  he  breimyth  in  the  fire. 
Of  coveitise,  that  makith  hym  woode 
To  purchace  other  mennes  goode. 
He  undirfongith  a  gret  peyne 
That  undirtakith  to  drjmke  up  Seyne; 
For  the  more  he  drynkith'ay  57» 

The  more  he  leveth,  the  soth  to  say. 
Thus  is  thurst  of  fals  getyng, 
Thit  laste  ever  in  coveityng. 
And  the  angwisshe  and  distresse. 
With  the  fire  of  gredynesse. 
She  fightith  with  hym  ay  and  stryvetb, 
That  his  herte  a-sondre  ryvcth  ; 
Such  gredynesse  hym  assaylith. 
That  whanne  he  most  hath,  most  he  failiti 
Phisiciens  and  advocates  sT' 

G6ne  right  by  the  same  yates  ; 
They  selle  her  science  for  vi'ynnyng. 
And  haunte  her  crafte  for  gret  getyng. 
Her  wynnyng  is  of  such  swetnesse. 
That  if  a  man  falle  in  sikenesse, 
They  are  full  glad  for  ther  encrese  ; 
For  by  her  wille,  withoute  lees, 
Everiche  man  shulde  be  seke,  57 

And  though  they  die,  theysettenota  leki 
After,  whanne  they  the  gold  have  take. 
Full  litel  care  for  hem  they  make ; 
They  wolde  that  fourty  were  seke  aton)v 

5701.  enough    fuwe^    MSS.    thomgk   kt  kM 
(Kaluza). 

5706.  Cp.  Boeeey  325. 

5713.  Kaluza  reads  This  for  Thus. 
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lundred  in  flesh  and  bonys, 

it  ii  thousand,  as  I  gesse, 

encrecen  her  richesse. 

wole  not  worchen  in  no  wise, 

r  lucre  and  coveitise. 

ysic  gynneth  first  by  *  Fy ' 

:^hisicien  also  sothely) ;  5740 

then  it  goth  fro  "  Fy  "  to  **  Sy," 

ste  on  hem  [it]  is  foly, 

ey  nyl,  in  no  maner  gre, 

ht  nought  for  charite. 

in  the  same  secte  ar  sette 
)  that  prechen  forto  gete 
ipes,  honour,  and  richesse. 
srtis  am  in  grete  distresse, 
oik  [nc]  lyve  not  holily. 
oven  all  spedaly  5750 

s  prechen  [in]  veynglorie, 
>ward  god  have  no  memorie, 
rth  as  ypocrites  trace, 
>  her  soules  deth  purchace 
iward  shewing  holynesse, 
h  they  be  full  of  cursidnesse, 
:he  to  the  apostles  twelve, 
leceyve  other  and  hem  selv^  ; 
!  is  the  giler  thanne, 
echyng  of  a  cursed  man  5760 

h  [it]  to  other  may  profite, 
If  it  vaileth  not  a  myte. 
:e  goode  predicacioun 
\i  of  evel  entencioun. 
D  not  vailith  his  preching, 
pe  he  other  with  his  teching. 
lere  they  good  ensaumple  take, 
is  he  with  veynglorie  shake, 
e  us  leven  these  prechoures, 
ekeofhem  that  inher  toures    5770 
ip  her  gold,  and  faste  shette, 
»re  theron  her  herte  sette. 
leither  love  God  ne  drede, 
:epe  more  than  it  is  nede, 

her  bagges  sore  it  bynde  ; 

743.  The  key  of  the  pun  is  found  in  v. 
Physyc '  goes  from  *  fying '  =  trustmg,  to 
=  sighine  and  groaning.  The  joke  was 
'  an  old  one  in  our  author's  time,  for 
ids  for  its  fullest  point  on  the  earlier 
$ien^'  viz.  '  sicen,'  still  u<«d  by  Chaucer, 
the  translator  of  the  '  A '  part  of  the 
t  (cp.  V.  1641). 
(4/1,  MSS.  And. 
MSS.  avaiUtk;  q>.  v.  5765. 


Out  of  the  Sonne,  and  of  the  wyndc, 
They  putte  up  more  than  nede  ware. 
Whanne  they  seen  pore  folk  forfare, 
For  hunger  die,  and  for  cold  quake, 
God  can  wel  vengeaunce  therof  take.    5780 
Thre  gret  myscheves  hem  assailith, 
And  thus  in  gadring  ay  travaylith  : 
With  mychel  peyne  they  wynne  richesse, 
And  drede  hem  holdith  in  distresse 
To  kepe  that  they  gadre  faste. 
With  sorwe  they  leve  it  at  the  laste ; 
With  sorwe  they  bothe  dye  and  lyve 
That  unto  richesse  her  hertis  yive. 
And  in  defaute  of  love  it  is. 
As  it  shewith  fill  wel  I-wys  ;  5790 

For  if  this  gredy,  the  sothe  to  seyn, 
Loveden  and  were  loved  ageyn. 
And  goode  Love  regned  over-all. 
Such  wikkidnesse  ne  shulde  fall. 
But  he  shulde  yeve,  that  most  good  hadde, 
To  hem  that  weren  in  nede  bistadde ; 
And  lyve  withoute  false  usure, 
For  charite,  full  clene  and  pure. 
If  they  hem  yeve  to  goodnesse, 
Defendyng  hem  from  ydelnesse,  5800 

In  all  this  world  thanne  pover  noon 
We  shulde  fynde,  I  trowe  not  oon. 
But  chaunged  is  this  world  unstable, 
For  love  is  over-all  vendable  ; 
We  se  that  no  man  loveth  nowe, 
Biit  for  wynnyng  and  for  prowe. 
And  love  is  thralled  in  servage, 
Whanne  it  is  sold  for  avauntage ; 
Yit  wommen  wole  her  bodyes  selle — 
Suche  soules  goth  to  the  devel  of  helle. 

•  •  ■  •  • 

Whanne  Love  hadde  told  hem  his  entent, 

58c t.  P^f^%  MSS.  ^rr;  qp.  v.  6489. 

581 1.  The  translation  is  here  interrupted,  II. 
5137-X0694  of  the  French  {.Michel^  i.  p.  171,  1. 
5876— p.  355,  1.  1 1443;  Marieau^  ii.  p.  70,  1. 
5397 — "i-  P*  4^1  1-  11060)  not  having  been  trans- 
lated .  The  following  is  a  synopsis  (abridged  from 
liell's  Chaucer^  of  the  missing  portion  : — Reason 
shows  the  vanity  of  natural  love  and  the  caprice 
of  Fortune,  and  exhorts  I'Amant  to  fix  his  heart 
on  Charity.  L'Amant  maintains  his  loyalty  to 
the  God  of  Love,  and  Reason  leaves  him.  He 
then  consults  I'Ami,  who  advises  him  to  approach 
Bel-Acueil's  prison  by  a  road  called  Trop-Donner, 
constructed  by  Largesse.  L'Ami  then  gives 
I'Amant  directions  as  to  how  he  is  to  conduct 
himself  towards  his  mistress  and  his  wife,  and 
leaves  him  to  pursue  his  adventure.     L'Amant 
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Tlie  baronage  to  councel  went ;  58x2 

In  many  sentences  they  fille, 
And  dyversly  they  seide  hir  wille. 
But  aftir  discorde  they  accorded, 
And  her  accord  to  Love  recorded  : 
*  Sir,'  seiden  they,  *  we  ben  atone 
Bi  evene  accorde  of  cverichone, 
Outakc  Richesse  al  oonly, 
I'hat  swome  hath  ful  hauteynly,         5820 
That  she  the  castell  nyl  not  assaile, 
Ne  smytc  a  stroke  in  this  bataile 
With  darte  ne  mace,  spere  ne  knyf, 
For  man  that  spekith  or  berith  the  Ijrf, 
And  blameth  youre  emprise,  I-wys, 
And  from  oure  boost  departed  is, 
Atte  lest  wey  as  in  this  plyte, 
So  hath  she  this  man  in  dispite. 
For,  she  seith,  he  ne  loved  hir  never. 
And  therfore  she  wole  hate  hym  evere. 
For  he  wole  gadre  no  tresoure,  5831 

He  hath  hir  wrath  for  evermore ; 
He  agylte  hir  never  in  other  caas, 
Lo,  heere  all  hoolly  his  trespas. 
She  seith  wel  that  this  other  day 
He  axide  hir  leve  to  gone  the  way 
That  is  clepid  "  To-moche-yevyng," 
And  spak  full  faire  in  his  praiyng. 
But  whanne  he  praide  hir,  pore  was  he, 
Therfore  she  warned  hym  the  entre  ;  5840 
Ne  yit  is  he  not  thryven  so 
That  he  hath  geten  a  peny  or  two. 
That  quytly  is  his  owne,  in  holde. 
Thus  hath  Richesse  us  all[c*]  tolde  ; 
And  whanne  Richesse  us  this  recorded, 
Withouten  hir  we  ben  accorded. 
And  we  fynde  in  oure  accordaunce 
That  False-Semblant  and  Abstinaunce, 
With  all  the  folk  of  her  bataille, 
Shull  at  the  hyndre  gate  assayle,        5850 
That  Wikkid-Tunge  hath  in  kepyng 
With  his  Normans  full  of  janglyng  ; 
And  with  hem  Curtesie  and  Largesse, 
That  shull  she  we  her  hardynesse 
To  the  oldc  wyf,  that  kepte  so  harde 
Fair-Welcomyng  withynne  her  warde  ; 

approaches  the  castle,  but  Richesse  bars  his 
entrance.  The  (iod  of  Love  comes  to  his  assist- 
ance, first  convoking  a  council  of  his  barons. 
Here  the  English  bcjijins  again. 

5856.  Fair-Wckomyng^,  hitherto  called  Bial^ 
acoil. 


Thanne  sbal  Delite  and  Wel-Heelynp 
Fonde  Shame  adowne  to  brynge. 
With  all  her  oost  early  and  late 
They  shull  assailen  that  like  gate ;    s^ 
Aga3mes  Drede  shall  Hardynesse 
Assayle,  and  also  Sikemcsse 
With  all  the  folk  of  her  ledyng. 
That  never  wist  what  was  fleyng ; 
Fraunchise  shall  fight  and  eke  Pite 
With  Daunger,  full  of  Cnielte ; 
Thus  is  youre  boost  ordeyned  wele. 
Doune  shall  the  castell  eveiy-dele, 
If  everiche  do  his  enteot, 
S6  that  Venus  be  present,  ^ 

Youre  modir  full  of  vesselage 
That  can  ynough  of  such  usage. 
Withouten  hir  may  no  wight  spede 
This  werk,  neithir  for  word  ne  deede ; 
Therfore  is  good  ye  for  hir  sende. 
For  thurgh  hir  may  this  werk  amende.* 
<  Lordynges,  my  modir,  the  goddesse^ 
That  is  my  lady  and  my  maistresse, 
Nis  not  [at]  all  at  my  willyng, 
Ne  doth  not  all  my  desiryng  ;  sHi 

Yit  cap  she  some  tyme  done  labour, 
Whanne  that  hir  lust,  in  my  sooour, 
As  my  nede  is  forto  a-cheve. 
But  now  I  thenke  hir  not  to  geve ; 
My  modir  is  she,  and  of  childehede, 
I  bothe  worshipe  hir  and  drede. 
For  who  that  dredith  sire  ne  dame, 
Shal  it  abye  in  body  or  name. 
And  netheles  yit  kunne  we 
Sende  aftir  hir  if  nede  be ;  5890 

And  were  she  nygh  she  comen  wolde, 
I  trowe  that  no  thyng  myght  hir  holde. 
Mi  modir  is  of  gret  prowesse, 
She  hath  tan  many  a  forteressc. 
That  cost  hath  many  a  pounde,  er  this, 
There  I  nas  not  present  y-wis ; 
And  yit  men  seide  it  was  my  dcde. 
But  I  come  never  in  that  stede, 
Ne  me  ne  likith,  so  mote  I  the,  589) 

That  suche  toures  ben  take  withoute  md 
For  why  me  thenkith  that  in  no  wise 
It  may  bene  clepid  but  marchandise. 

5883.  As  my  nede  is.  Kaluza  reads  Al  tK^ 
nedisj  and  perhaps  rightly  ;  '  mes  besoignek 
'affairs,*  read  as  *  mes  besoinges  (*  needs ')l  Cp 
similar  translation  in  Boect^  147. 

5886.  MSS.  eke  drede. 
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bye  a  courser,  blak  or  white, 
.^nd  pay  therfore,  than  art  thou  quyte  ; 
marchaunt  owith  thee  right  nought, 
e  thou  hym,  whanne  thou  it  bought. 
3  wole  not  sellyng  clepe  **yevyng," 
3*or  sellyng  axeth  no  guerdonyng. 
Here  liUi  no  thank  ne  no  merite  ; 
"That  oon  goth  from  that  other  al  quyte. 
But  this  sellyng  is  not  semblable  ;       5911 
For  whanne  his  hors  is  in  the  stable, 
He  may  it  selle  ageyn,  parde. 
And  wyimen  on  it,  such  happe  may  be ; 
All  may  the  man  not  leese  I-wys, 
For  at  the  leest  the  skynne  is  his. 
Or  ellis  if  it  so  bitide 
That  he  wole  kepe  his  hors  to  ride, 
Yit  is  he  lord  ay  of  his  hors. 
But  thiike  chaffare  is  wel  wors,  5920 

There  Venus  entremetith  ought. 
For  who-so  such  chaflare  hath  bought, 
'He  shal  not  worchen  so  wisely. 
That  he  ne  shal  leese  al  outerly 
B<Sthe  his  money  and  his  chaffare. 
But  the  seller  of  the  ware 
The  prys  and  profit  have  shall, 
Certeyn  the  bier  shal  leese  all. 
For  he  ne  can  so  dere  it  bye 
To  have  lordship  and  full  maistrie,     5930 
Ne  have  power  to  make  lettyng 
Neithir  for  yift  ne  for  prechyng. 
That  of  his  chaffiire,  maugre  his, 
Another  shal  have  asmoche,  I -wis, 
If  he  wole  yeve  as  myche  as  he. 
Of  what  contrey  so  that  he  be  ; 
Or  for  right  nought,  so  happe  may, 
If  he  can  flater  hir  to  hir  pay. 
B^n  thanne  siche  marchauntz  wise  ? 
N6  but  fooles  in  every  wise,  5940 

Whanne  they  bye  sich  thyng  wilfully 
There  as  they  leese  her  good  fully. 
But  natheles  this  dar  I  say. 
My  modir  is  not  wont  to  pay, 
For  she  is  neither  so  fool  ne  nyce 
To  entremete  hir  of  sich  vyce. 
But  tnisteth  wel  he  shal  pay  all, 
That  repent  of  his  bargeyn  shall, 

5915.  AU\&%^ytxx<X  hese. 
5931.  make  Utiyiig^  i.e.  put  hindrance  in  his 
way. 

5943.  y^^i  MSS.y^^K^'t  '  ou  tant  perdent.' 
5947.  MSS.  trust. 


Whanne  poverte  puttc  hym  in  distresse. 

All  were  he  scoler  to  Richesse,  5950 

That  is  for  me  in  gret  yem)mg 

Whanne  she  assentith  to  my  willyng. 

But  [by]  my  modir  seint  Venus, 

And  by  hir  fader  Saturnus, 

That  hir  engendride  by  his  lyf 

(But  not  upon  his  weddid  wyf) — 

Yit  wole  I  more  unto  you  swere 

To  make  this  thyng  the  sikerere  : — 

Now  by  that  feith  and  that  leaute 

That  I  owe  to  all  my  britheren  fre,    5960 

Of  which  ther  nys  wight  undir  heven 

That  kan  her  fadris  names  neven, 

So  dyversc  and  so  many  ther  be. 

That  with  my  modir  have  be  prive  ; 

Yit  wolde  I  swere  for  sikirnesse, 

The  pole  of  helle  to  my  witnesse. 

Now  drynke  I  not  this  yeere  claire. 

If  that  I  lye  or  forswome  be  ! 

(For  of  the  goddes  the  usage  is. 

That  who  so  hym  forswereth  amys     5970 

Shal  that  yeer  drynke  no  clarre. ) 

Now  have  I  sworne  ynough  pardee, 

Ifl  forswere  me,  thanne  am  I  lorne — 

But  I  wole  never,  be  forswome. 

Syth  Richesse  hath  me  failed  heere, 

She  shal  abye  that  trespas  dere, 

Xtte  leest  wey  but  hir  arme 

With  swerd,  or  sparth  or  [with]  gysarme. 

For  certis  sith  she  loveth  not  me 

F'ro  thiike  t)rme  that  she  may  se         5980 

The  castell  and  the  tour  to-shake. 

In  sory  tyme  she  shal  awake. 

If  I  may  grype  a  riche  man, 

I  shal  so  pulle  hym,  if  I  can. 

That  he  shal  in  a  fewe  stoundes 

I^se  all  his  markis  and  his  poundis  ; 

I  shal  hym  make  his  pens  outsljTige, 

But  they  in  his  gemer  sprynge. 

Oure  maydens  shal  eke  pluk  hym  so. 

That  hym  shal  neden  fetheres  mo,      5990 

And  make  hym  selle  his  londe  to  spende, 

But  he  the  biet  kunne  h>Tn  defende. 

Pore  men  ban  maad  her  lord  of  me  ; 

^958.  sikerere,  MSS.  seuerer,  (Kaluza's  emend- 
ation) based  on  vv.  6147.  7308. 

5959.  leaute,  MSS.  beaut e.  The  same  error 
occurs  in  v.  6co6. 

5976.  dere,  MSS. /u/ t/ere,  'chicrs.* 

5988.  *  S'il  ne  li  sourdent  en  greniers.' 
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Al  thoagh  ihcy  not  so  mygiity  be 
Tnat  they  may  fede  roe  in  ddite, 
I  wole  not  hare  hem  in  despite  ; 
No  good  man  hateth  hem  as  I  g< 
For  chynche  and  feloun  is  ricfaesse ; 
That  so  can  chase  hym  and  dispise. 
And  hem  deibale  in  sondry  wise.        6ogo 
They    loven     full     bet,    so     God    me 

spede. 
Than  doth  the  ricbe  ch3mchy  gncde ; 
And  ben  in  goode  feith  more  stable. 
And  trewer  and  more  serviable. 
And  therfore  it  soffisith  me 
Her  goode  herte  and  her  leaute. 
They  han  on  me  sctte  all  her  thought. 
And  therfore  I  forgete  hem  nought ; 
I  wolde  hem  bringe  in  grete  noblesse. 
If  that  I  were  god  of  richesse,  6010 

As  I  am  god  of  love  sothely, 
Sich  routhe  upon  her  ple3mt  have  I. 
Therfore  I  must  his  socour  be 
That  peyncth  hjrm  to  scrven  me. 
For  if  he  deide  for  love  of  this, 
Thanne  semeth  in  me  no  love  ther  is.' 
*  Sir,'  seide  they,  *  soth  is  every  deel 
That  ye  reherce,  and  we  wote  wel 
Thilke  oth  to  holde  is  resonable. 
For  it  is  good  and  covenable  6020 

That  ye  on  riche  men  han  swome ; 
For,  Sir,  this  wote  we  wel  bifome : 
If  Kiche  men  done  you  homage. 
That  is,  as  fooles  done,  outrage. 
But  ye  shull  not  forsworen  be, 
Ne  Ictte,  therfore,  to  drynke  clarre 
Or  pyment  makid  fresh  and  newe. 
I^adies  shuH  hem  such  pepir  brewc; 
If  that  they  fall  into  her  laas,  6029 

That  they  for  woo  mowe  seyn,  "  Alias  !  " 
Ladyes  shullcn  evere  so  curteis  be, 
That    they   shal    quyte    youre    oth    all 

free. 
Ne  sekith  never  othir  vicaire, 
For  they  shal  speke  with  hem  so  fairc, 
That  ye  shal  holde  you  paied  full  wele. 
Though  ye  you  medle  never  a  dele. 
Late  ladies  worche  with  her  thyngis 
They  shal  hem  telle  so  fele  tidynges. 
And  moeve  hem  eke  so  many  requestis, 
Hi  flateri,  that  not  honest  is  ;  6040 

600a.  MSS.  grtdc  for  gncde. 


And  therto  %ne  favni  saach  tbari'iL 
What  with  Idssrog,  and  with  *Ali 
That  oeitis,  if  tfaej  tiowed  be. 
Shal  nercr  letne  hem  loode  ae  \tt 
That  h  mrl  as  the  moefale  frie 
Of  which  thej  first  ddrverid  arc 
Now  may  ye  telle  ns  all  jtisre  «i 
.\nd  we  youre  heestcs  shal  fiiki£IV 
But  Fak-Semblaimt  dar  not  ^: 
Of  yon.  Sir,  medle  hjrm  of  this  <i 
For  he  seith  that  ye  ben  his  loo. 
He  note  if  ye  wole  wordie  hym 
Wherfore  we  pray  yoa  aDe,  Beai 
That  ye  Ibigyve  fa3rm  now  jooi  1 
.•\nd  that  he  may  dwdle  as  your 
With  Abstinence,  his  dere  lenmt 
This  oure  accofd  and  oore  wille 

*  Parfiiy,*  seide  Lore,  *  I  graimte 
I  wole  wel  holde  hym  lor  my  mi 
Now  late  hym  come.*     And  he  f 

*  Fals-Semblant,'qiiod  Love,  *in 
I  take  thee  heere  to  my  servise. 
That  thou  oure  fireendis  heipe  a« 
And  hyndreth  hem  neithir  njrght 
But  do  thy  myght  hem  to  releve 
And  eke  oure  enemyes  that  ihou 
Thyne  be  this  myght,  I  graunte  : 
My  Kjrng  of  Harlotes  shah  thou 
We  wole  that  thou  have  such  hoi 
Certeyne  thou  art  a  fals  traitour. 
And  eke  a  theef ;  sith  thou  were 
A  thousand  tj-me  thou  art  forswo 
But  netheles  in  oure  heryi^. 

To  putte  oure  folk  out  of  dout3m{ 
I  bidde  thee  teche  hem,  wostowe 
Hi  somme  general  signe  nowe. 
In  what  place  thou  shalt  founden 
If  that  men  had  mysler  of  thee, 
jVnd  how  men  shal  thee  best  esp] 
For  thee  to  knowe  is  gret  maistri 
Telle  in  what  place  is  thyn  haunt 
'  Sir,  I  have  fele  dyverse  wonyng 
That  I  kepe  not  rehersed  be ; 
So  that  ye  wolde  respiten  me. 

6041,  604a.  thankyn^s,  *colee*';  Ka 
gests  tkwakkyttges.  Similarly  talkyngti 
seem  happy  for  *  acolees  * ;  (?)  read  rv^k^ 
vv.  268a,  4272. 

6057.    This,  this  is. 

6068.  Kyngof  Harlot es^  'rots  dcsnb: 
provost  -  mars  nal . 
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or  if  that  I  telle  you  the  sothe, 
3[  may  have  harme  and  shame  bothe  ; 
"3f  that  my  fclowes  wist  en  it, 
liify  talis  shuldcn  me  be  quytt, 
Tor  certeyne  they  wolde  hate  me 
If  ever  I  knewe  her  cnieltc.  6090 

For  they  wolde  overall  holde  hem  stille 
Of  trouthe  that  is  ageyne  her  wille  ; 
Suche  tales  kepen  they  not  here. 
I  myght  eftsoone  bye  it  full  decrc, 
If  I  seide  of  hem  ony  thing 
That  ought  displesith  to  her  heryng. 
For  what  word  that  hem  prikketh  orbitcth, 
In  that  word  noon  of  hem  deliteth, 
Al  were  it  gospel  the  Evangile, 
That  wolde  reprove  hem  of  her  gile.  6i(>j 
For  they  are  cruel  and  hauteyne, 
And  this  thyng  wote  I  well  certeyne  ; 
If  I  speke  ought  to  peirc  her  loos, 
Your  court  shal  not  so  well  l)e  cIods 
That  they  ne  shall  wite  it  attc  last. 
Of  good  men  am  I  nought  agast, 
For  they  wole  taken  on  hem  no  thyng, 
Whanne  that  they  knowe  al  my  menyng. 
But  he  that  wole  it  on  hym  take, 
He  wole  hym-silf  suspecious  make      61 10 
That  he  his  lyf  let  covertly, 
In  gile  and  in  Ipocrisic 
That  me  engendred  and  yaf  fostr}'ng.' 
•  They  made  a  fiill  good  engendrj-ng,' 
Quod  Love,  *  for  who  so  sothly  telle. 
They  engendred  the  Devel  of  Hello. 
But  nedely,  how  so  evere  it  be,* 
Quod  Love,  '  I  wole  and  charge  thee 
To  telle  anoon  thy  wonyng  places,      61 19 
Heryng  ech  wight  that  in  this  place  is. 
And  what  lyf  that  thou  ly  vest  also  ; 
Hide  it  no  lenger  now — Wherto  ? 
Thou  most  discovere  all  thi  wurchyng, 
How  thou  servest,  and  of  what  thyng, 
Though  that  thou  shuldist  for  thi  sothe-sa  wc 
Ben  alto  beten  and  to-drawe. 
And  yit  art  thou  not  wont  pardec. 
But  natheles  though  thou  beten  be. 
Thou  shalt  not  be  the  iirst  that  so 
Hith  for  sothsawe  suffred  woo.'  6130 

*  Sir,  sith  that  it  may  liken  you. 
Though  that  I  shulde  be  slayne  right  now, 
I  shal  done  youre  comaundement, 

61 1 1.  Ut^  leads. 


For  thcrto  have  I  grot  talent.' 

Wiihoutcn  wordis  mo  right  thanne 

Fals-Semblant  his  sermon  higanne, 

And  seide  hem  thus  in  audience : 

'  Barouns,  take  heede  of  my  sentence  : 

That  wight  that  list  to  have  knowing 

Of  Fals-Semblant,  full  of  flatering,     6x40 

He  must  in  worldly  folk  hym  sekc. 

And  certes  in  the  cloistres  eke, 

I  wone  no  where  but  in  hem  twey ; 

But  not  l>k  even,  soth  to  sey. 

Shortly,  I  wole  herberwe  me 

There  I  hope  best  to  holstred  be  ; 

And  certeynly  sikerest  hidyng, 

Is  undirnethe  humblest  clothing. 

Religiouse  folk  ben  full  covert, 

Seculer  folk  ben  more  appert.  C150 

But  natheles  I  wole  not  blame 

Religious  folk,  ne  hem  diffame  ; 

In  what  habit  that  ever  they  go, 

Keligioun  umble  and  trewe  also, 

Wole  I  not  blame,  ne  dispise, 

But  I  nyl  love  it  in  no  wise — 

I  niene  of  false  religious. 

That  stoute  ben  and  malicious. 

That  wolen  in  an  abit  goo, 

.\nd  setten  not  her  herte  therto.  6160 

Religious  folk  ben  al  pitnus, 

Thou  shalt  not  seen  oon  dispitous ; 

They  loven  no  pride,  ne  no  strif. 

But  humlx-'ly  they  wole  Icde  her  lyf. 

With  which  folk  wole  I  never  be. 

And  if  I  dwelle,  I  feyne  me. 

I  may  wel  in  her  abit  go. 

But  me  were  lever  my  nekke  a-two 

Than  lete  a  purpose  that  I  take. 

What  covenaunt  that  ever  I  make.      6170 

I  dwelle  with  hem  that  proude  be. 

And  full  of  wiles  and  subtilte, 

That  worship  of  this  world  coveiten, 

And  grcte  nodes  kunnon  espleiten, 

And  gone  and  gadren  gret  pitaunces, 

And  purchace  hem  the  acquc)'ntaunces 

Of  men  that  niyghty  lyf  may  leden, 

And  foync  hem  pore,  and  hem  silf  feden 

With  gode  morcels  delicious, 

• 

6146.   MSS.  huhtrtd. 
C172.  MSS.  subtilite. 

6174.  MSS.  K^tte  ne<ify  '  les  erans  besoignes  * ; 
cp.  note  to  588 J. 
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And  drinken  gocxl  wyne  precious,       6180 

And  preche  us  povert  and  distresse, 

And  fisshen  hem  silf  gret  richesse 

With  wily  nettis  that  they  cast ; 

It  wole  come  foule  out  at  the  last. 

They  ben  fro  clene  religioun  went. 

They  make  the  world  an  argument. 

That  [hath]  a  foule  conclusioun  : 

"  I  have  a  robe  of  religioun, 

Thanne  am  I  all  religious." 

This  argument  is  all  roignous,  6x90 

It  is  not  worth  a  croked  brere ; 

Abit  ne  makith  neithir  monk  ne  frere, 

But  clene  lyf  and  devocioun 

Makith  gode  men  of  religioun. 

N^thcles  ther  lean  noon  answere, 

How  high  that  evere  his  heed  he  shere 

With  rasour  whetted  never  so  kene, 

That  Gile  in  braunches  kut  thrittene ; 

Ther  can  no  wight  distincte  it  so, 

That  he  dare  sey  a  word  therto.  6aoo 

But  what  herberwe  that  ever  I  take 
Or  what  Scmblant  that  evere  I  make, 
I  mcne  but  gile,  and  folowe  that. 
P'or  right  no  mo  than  Gibbe  oure  cat. 
That  awaiteth  myce  and  rattes  to  kyllen, 
Ne  entende  I  but  to  bigilen. 
Ne  no  wight  may  by  my  clothing 
Wite  with  what  folk  is  my  dwellyng, 
Ne  by  my  wordis  yit,  parde, 
So  softe  and  so  plesaunt  they  be.        6aio 
Biholde  the  dedis  that  I  do, 
But  thou  be  blynde  thou  oughtest  so. 
For  varie  her  wordis  fro  her  deede. 
They  thenke  on  gile  withoute  dreede, 
What  maner  clothing  that  they  were 
Or  what  estate  that  evere  they  here 
I^red  or  lewde,  lord  or  lady, 
Knyght,  squyer,  burgeis,  or  bayly.' 

Right     thus     while     Fals  -  Semblant 
sermoneth 
Eftsones  Love  hym  aresoneth,  6220 

And  brake  his  tale  in  his  spekyng, 
As  though  he  had  hym  tolde  lesyng, 

6197.  MSS.  resoun  for  rasour. 

6198.  That  has  noon  for  its  antecedent,  and 
the  allusion  is  to  the  twelve  monks  and  prior 
who  made  up  a  convent. 

6204.  Cfibbe^  i.f.  '  Clib,'  a  common  English 
name  for  a  cat. 

6^05.  Only  i'l  Th.,  I»iit  found  in  Fr. 
6206.  G  f'igilynS' 


And  seide,  <  What  Devel  is  that  I  hese? 
What  folk  bast  thou  us  nempned  heat? 
Mdy  men  fynde  religioun 
In  worldly  habitacioun  ? ' 
<  Ye,  Sir,  it  folowith  not  that  they 
Shulde  lede  a  wikked  lyf,  piirfey, 
Ne  not  therfore  her  sotiles  leese, 
That  hem  to  worldly  clothes  cbcse ;  btf 
For  certis  it  were  gret  pitee. 
Men  may  in  seculer  clothes  see 
Florishen  hooly  religioun. 
Full  many  a  seynt  in  feeld  and  tonne, 
With  many  a  viigine  glorious, 
Devoute  and  fiill  religious 
Han  deied,  that  comyn  cloth  ay  beeieB, 
Yit  seyntes  nevere  the  lesse  they  wero. 
I  cowde  reken  you  many  a  ten,         (19 
Ye  wel  nygh  [al]  these  hooly  wymmoi, 
That  men  in  chirchis  herie  and  s^e, 
Bothe  maydens  and  these  wjrves  eke^ 
That  baren  full  many  a  fiiire  child  heerci 
Wered  alwey  clothis  seculere. 
And  in  the  same  dieden  they. 
That  seyntes  weren,  and  ben  alwey. 
The  xi.  thousand  maydens  deere. 
That  beren  in  heven  her  cieigis  clcre. 
Of  whiche  men  rede  in  chirche  and  syngc, 
Were  take  in  seculer  clothing,  6»so 

Whanne  they  resseyved  martirdome. 
And  wonnen  hevene  unto  her  home. 
Good  herte  makith  the  goode  thought. 
The  clothing  yeveth  ne  reveth  nought ; 
The  goode  thought  and  the  worchkig 
That  makith  the  religioun  flowryng — 
Ther  lyth  the  goode  religioun, 
Aftir  the  right  entencioun. 

Whoso  took  a  wether's  skynne. 
And  wrapped  a  gredy  wolf  therynnc  faix 
For  he  shulde  go  with  lambis  whjie, 
Wenest  thou  not  he  wolde  hem  bite  ? 
Vis,  neverthelasse,  as  he  were  woode. 
He  wolde  hem    wery  and  drinke  thei 

bloode, 
And  wel  the  rather  hem  discey  ve ; 
For  sith  they  cowde  not  perceyve 
His  treget  and  his  crueltc. 
They  wolde  hym  folowe  al  wolde  he  fle. 
If  ther  be  wolves  of  sich  hewe 


6243.  Perhaps  omit  /mil, 

6264.  MSS. /A^^/iwr//,  *  lor  sane.' 
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ges  these  apostlis  newe,  6270 

Hooly   Chirche,   thou    inaist   be 

wailed, 
lat  thy  Citee  is  assayled 
gh  knyghtis  of  thyn  owne  table, 
'ole  thi  lordship  is  doutable, 

enforce  [hem]  it  to  wynne, 
hulde  defende  it  fro  withynne. 
nyght  defense  ayens  hem  make  ? 
ute  stroke  it  mote  be  take 
peget,  or  mangonel, 
ut  displaiyng  of  pensel.  6380 

'  God  nyl  done  it  socour, 
t  [it]  renne  in  this  colour, 
most  thyn  heestls  laten  be  ; 
e  is  ther  nought  but  yelde  thee, 
re  hem  tribute  doutelees, 
olde  it  of  hem  to  have  pees, 
etter  harme  bitideth  thee 
hey  al  maister  of  it  be. 
onne  they  scome  thee  withal ; 
^e  stuffen  they  the  wall,  6390 

1  the  nyght  they  mynen  there, 
hou  planten  most  elles  where 
yrmpcs,  if  thou  wolt  firu)rt  have  ; 
not  there  thi-silf  to  save, 
now  pees  !     Heere  I  tume  ageyne, 

nomore  of  this  thing  seyne, 
ay  passen  me  herby. 
rite  maken  you  wery  ; 
wole  heten  you  al-way 
pe  youre  freendis,  what  I  may,  6300 
y  wollen  my  company  ; 
ey  be  shent  al  outerly, 
so  falle  that  I  be 
'ith  hem  and  they  with  me. 
ke  my  lemman  mote  they  serve, 
y  shull  not  my  love  deserve, 
he  I  am  a  fals  traitour, 
igged  me  for  a  theef  trichour  ; 
9me  I  am,  but  wel  nygh  none 
of  my  gile  til  it  be  done.  6310 

h    me     hath     many     oon     deth 

resseyved, 

ny  treget  nevere  aperceyved  ; 
it  resseyveth,  and  shal  resse)r\'e, 

'  Et  se  d'eus  (misread  as  dens)  ne  la  \-ues 

ff 

MSS.  day.      Skeat  supplies  ivel  before 


That  my  falsnesse  shal  nevere  apercey ve. 

But  who  so  doth,  if  he  wise  be, 

Hym  is  right  good  be  war  of  me. 

But  so  sligh  is  the  deceyvyng 

That  to  hard  is  the  aperceyvyng. 

For  Protheus,  that  cowde  hym  chaunge, 

In  every  shap  homely  and  straunge,   6320 

Cowde  nevere  sich  gile  ne  tresoune 

As  I.     For  I  come  never  in  toune, 

Th^re  as  I  myght  knowen  be ; 

Though  men  me  bothe  myght  here  and  see, 

Full  wel  I  can  my  clothis  chaunge. 

Take  oon  and  make  another  straunge. 

Now  am  I  knyght,  now  chasteleyne, 

Now  prelat,  and  now  chapeleyne. 

Now  prest,  now  clerk,  and  now  forstere ; 

Now  am  I  maister,  now  scolere,         6330 

Now  monke,  now  chanoun,  now  baily  ; 

What  ever  myster  man  am  I, 

Now  am  I  prince,  now  am  I  page. 

And  kan  by  herte  every  langage  ; 

Soifime  tyme  am  I  hore  and  olde. 

Now  am  I  yonge,  [and]  stoute,  and  bolde  ; 

Now  am  I  Robert,  now  Robyn, 

Now  Frere  Menour,  now  lacobyn. 

And  with  me  folwith  my  loteby. 

To  done  me  solas  and  company,         6340 

That  hight  Dame  Abslinence-Streyned. 

In  many  a  queynte  array  feyned, 

Ryght  as  it  cometh  to  hir  lykyng, 

I  fulfille  al  hir  desiryng  ; 

Somtyme  a  wommans  cloth  take  I, 

Now  am  I  mayde,  now  lady ; 

Somtyme  I  am  religious, 

Now  lyk  an  anker  in  an  hous ; 

Somtyme  am  I  Prioresse, 

And  now  a  nonne,  and  now  Abbesse  ;  6350 

And  go  thurgh  allc  regiouns, 


6314.  thai  often  thus  makes  an  extra  unac* 
cented  syllable. 

63171  63i8>  Supplied  by  Kaluxa  from  Fr. 
MSS.  have  a^erteytyng  for  dtceyt'yf^  in  6317, 
and  G  leaves  olank  space  for  6318,  which  appears 
in  Th.  as  That  al  to  late  cometh  ktunvyng. 

^337'  Rohertf  i^.  gentleman. 

6337.  Rohyn,  i.e.  clown. 

6338.  Frere  Metuntr^  i.e.  Franciscan. 
6338.  lacobyn,  i.e.  Dominican. 
6341.  MSS.  and  reyned  for  streyned. 

6344.  To  fulJiUe,  with  comma  after  streyned 
and  full  stop  after  desiryng^  would  better  trans- 
late Fr. 

6346.   MSS.  a  vtayde. 
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Sekyng  all  religiouns. 

But  to  what  ordre  that  I  am  sworne, 

I  take  the  strawe,  and  lete  the  come 

To  joly  folk  I  enhabite  ; 

I  axe  nomore  but  her  abite. 

What  wole  ye  more  ?     In  every  wise, 

Right  as  me  lyst,  I  me  disgise ; 

Wei  can  I  wre  me  undir  wede, 

Unlyk  is  my  word  to  my  dede.  6360 

[I]  make  into  my  trappis  falle, 

Thurgh  my  pryveleges,  alle 

That  l)en  in  Cristendome  alyve, 

I  may  assoile  and  I  may  shryve 

(That  no  prelat  may  lette  me) 

All  folk  where  evere  thei  founde  be  ; 

I  note  no  prelate  may  done  so, 

But  it  the  pope  be,  and  no  mo, 

That  made  thilk  establLsshing. 

Now  is  not  this  a  propre  thing  ?         6370 

But  where  my  sleight  is  aperceyvcd. 

Of  hem  I  am  nomore  resceyved, 

As  I  was  wont ;  and  wostow  why  ? 

For  I  dide  hem  a  tregetrie. 

But  therof  yeve  I  lytel  tale ; 

I  have  the  silver  and  the  male. 

So  have  I  prechid,  and  eke  shriven, 

So  have  I  take,  so  have  me  )nven 

Thurgh  her  foly  husbonde  and  w)'f, 

That  I  lede  right  a  joly  lyf,  6380 

Thurgh  symplesse  of  the  prelacye  ; 

They  knowe  not  al  my  tr^ettric. 

But  for  asmoche  as  man  and  w}'f 

Shulde  she  we  her  paroch-prest  her  lyf 

Onys  a  yeer,  as  seith  the  book, 

6354.  Ute^  MSS.  bett ;  cp.  5544,  595Q,  6006. 

6355.  The  Fr.  texts  vary  here.  The  verse 
shoulcl  run  :  To  blymie  folk  thfr  I  enhahity 
and  be  taken  with  v.  6:556.  loiy  is  perhaps  a 
mistake  for  sfiy,  translating  '  por  gens  avugler ' 
misread  as  *  por  gens  avugles,' 

6359.  wrr,   MSS.    lucre;    Skeat   and    Kaluza 
/•ere ;  '  Moult  sont  en  moi  mu^  li  vers.' 
6365.   That,  'ce.' 

6371.  7vherr,  MSS.  tvere. 

63^1.  sleight  iSyW^'ii.  sleightis.  Other  editions 
retain  reading  of  MSS.     See  next  note. 

6372.  Missmg  from  MSS. ;  here  supplied  from 

Fr. : 

Mcs  mes  trais  ont  aperceUs 
Si  n'cn  sui  mes  s\  receiis. 

Bell: 

I  shulde  ne  lender  ben  receiretl. 

Morris : 

Nc  shulde  I  m'^  re  ben  rcccyved. 

rtut  the  statement  in  Fr.  is  not  conditional. 
6375.  M  SS.  a  iitel  tale ;  cp.  v.  6346. 


Er  ony  wight  his  housel  took, 
Thanne  have  I  pr3nrylegis  large 
That  may  of  myche  thing  discharge. 
For  he  may  seie  right  thus,  parde  :— 
*«  Sir  Freest,  in  shrift  I  telle  it  thee,  «si 
That  he  to  whom  that  I  am  shryren 
Hath  me  assoiled,  and  me  yiven 
For  penaunce  sothly  for  my  syime 
Which  that  I  fonde  me  gilty  ymie ; 
Ne  I  ne  have  nevere  entencioan. 
To  make  double  confessioun, 
Ne  reherce  cfte  my  shrift  to  thee ; 

0  shrift  is  right  3mough  to  me. 
This  oughte  thee  suffice  wele, 

Ne  be  not  rebel  never  a  dele,  Up» 

For  certis,  though  thou  haddist  it  smn. 

1  wote  no  prest  ne  prelat  borne 
That  may  to  shrift  efte  me  constiejne. 
And  if  they  done,  I  wole  roe  plejne, 
For  I  wote  where  to  pleyne  wele. 
Thou  .shalt  not  stre3me  me  a  dele 

Ne  enforce  me,  ne  not  me  trouble 
To  make  my  confessioun  double. 
Ne  I  have  none  affeccioun. 
To  have  double  absolucioun.  ^n 

The  firste  is  right  ynough  to  me, 
This  latter  assoilyng  quyte  I  thee. 
I  am  unbounde — What !   Maist  thou^i^^ 
More  of  my  synnes  me  to  unbynde ! 
For  he  that  myght  hath  in  his  honde 
•Of  all  my  synnes  me  unbonde. 
And  if  thou  wolt  me  thus  constreyne 
That  me  mote  nedis  on  thee  pleyne. 
There  shall  no  ju^[e  imperial 
Ne  bisshop,  ne  official,  6471 

Done  jugement  on  me  ;  for  I 
Shal  gone  and  pleyne  me  openly 
Unto  my  shriftefedir  newc. 
That  highte  not  Frere  Wolf  untrewe ! 
And  he  shal  chevjrs  hym  for  me. 
For  I  trowe  he  can  hampre  thee. 
But  lord  !  he  wolde  be  wrooth  withallt 
If  men  hym  wolde  Frere  Wolf  call ; 
For  he  wolde  have  no  pacience, 
But  done  al  cruel  vengeaunce  ;  64.) 

He  wolde  his  myght  done  at  the  leest 
No  thing  sjjare,  for  goddis  heest. 
And  god  so  wys  be  my  socour. 
But  thou  yeve  me  my  Savyour 
At  Ester,  whanne  it  likith  me. 
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)ute  presyng  more  on  thee, 
e  forth  and  to  hym  gone, 
ie  shal  housel  me  anoon, 

am  out  of  thi  gnicching ; 
B  not  dele  with  thee  no  thing. "    6440 
may  he  shryve  hym  that  forsaketh 
aroch  prest,  and  to  me  takith  ; 
if  the  prest  wole  hym  refuse, 
full  redy  hym  to  accuse, 
lym  punysshe  and  ham  pre  so 
he  his  chirche  shal  forgo, 
/ho  so  hath  in  his  felyng 
consequence  of  such  shryvyng, 
«ne  that  prest  may  never  have  myght 
lowe  the  conscience  a-right        6450 
m  that  is  undir  his  cure. 
:his  ageyns  Holy  Scripture, 
biddith  every  heerde  honeste 

verry  knowing  of  his  beeste. 
ore  folk  that  gone  by  strete, 
have  no  gold,  ne  sommes  grete, 
wolde  I  lete  to  her  prelates  ; 
te  her  prestis  knowe  her  states. 

me  right  nought  yeve  they.' 
nd  why?' 

*  It  is  for  they  ne  may. 

ben  so  bare  I  take  no  kepe,       6461 

wole  have  the  fatte  sheepe  ; 
arish  prestis  have  the  lene, 
t  not  of  her  harme  a  bene, 
if  that  prelates  grucche  it, 
oughten  wroth  be  in  her  witt 
ese  her  fatte  beestes  so, 
[  yeve  hem  a  stroke  or  two 
they  shal  leesen  with  [her]  force 
)the  her  mytre  and  her  croce.     6470 
jape  I  hem,  and  have  do  longe, 
ryveleges  ben  so  stronge.* 
is  -  Semblaunt  wolde  have  stynted 

heere, 
>ove  ne  made  hym  no  such  cheere 
he  was  wery  of  his  sawe, 
3rto  make  hym  glad  and  fawe 

.  presyng.  pressing:. 

.  i.e.    I   don't  care  to  deal  with  you  in 

.  MiV,  this  is. 

.  MSS.  tw}tk. 

.  Aer,  Skeat  fke,  Kaluza  suggests  Sy  seint 

eferring  to  Taies^  D  483.     Fr.  : 


Quel 

Qu-u 


« icrer  fermt  tex  boces 


en  perdront  mitrM  et  croces. 


He  seide  :   *  Telle  on  more  specialy, 
How  that  thou  servest  untrewly  ; 
Telle  forth,  and  shame  thee  never  a  dele. 
For  as  thyn  abit  shewith  wele  6480 

Thou  semcst  an  hooly  heremyte.* 

*  Sothe  is,  but  I  am  an  ypocrite.' 

*  Thou  goste  and  prechest  poverte.' 

*  Ye  sir  but  richesse  hath  pouste.* 
*Thou  prechest  abstinence  also.* 

*  Sir,  I  wole  fillen,  so  mote  I  go, 

My  paunche  of  good   mete  and  [good] 

wyne. 
As  shulde  a  malster  of  djrvyne  ; 
For  how  that  I  me  pover  feyne, 
Yit  all[ej  pore  folk  I  disdeyne.  6490 

I  Love  bettir  thacqueyntaunce 
Ten  tyme  of  the  Kyng  of  Fraunce, 
Than  of  a  pore  man  of  mylde  mode. 
Though  that  his  soule  be  also  gode. 
F'or  whanne  I  see  bcggers  quakyng 
Naketl  on  myxnes  al  stynkyng 
For  hungre  crie,  and  eke  for  care, 
I  entremete  not  of  her  fare. 
They  ben  so  pore  and  ful  of  pyne,      6499 
They  myght  not  oonys  yeve  me  a  dyne. 
For  they  have  no  thing  but  her  lyf ; 
What  shulde  he  yeve  that  likketh  his 

knyf? 
It  is  but  foly  to  entremete. 
To  sekc  in  houndes  nest  fat  mete. 
Lete  here  hem  to  the  spitel  anoon. 
But  for  me  comfort  gete  they  noon. 

But  a  riche  sike  usurere 
Wolde  I  visite  and  drawe  nere  ; 
Hym  wole  I  comforte  and  rehete. 
For  I  hope  of  his  gold  to  gete.  6510 

And  if  that  wikkid  deth  hym  have, 
I  wole  go  with  hym  to  his  grave  ; 
And  if  ther  ony  reprove  me 
Why  that  I  lete  the  pore  be, 
W6stow  how  I  mot  a-scape  ? 

6481.  semest^  MSS.  seruest. 

6482.  a»,  MSS.  hut  an. 

6492.  Ten  tyme,  Fr.  'cent  mil  tans.' 

6493.  Skeat  omits  a.  K.iluza  tnylde^  which 
seems  better ;  cp.  Fr.  '  Que  cl'un  povre  par  nostre 
Dame ' ;  pm'cr^  too,  is  more  frequent  than  ^ore 
in  the  poem. 

6500.  ICnlu/a  and  Skeat  omit  a. 
6507.  usurere  seems  to  be  dissyllabic  here,  like 
sfcuUr  in  v.  6263. 
6515.  moty  MSS.  not. 
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I  sey  and  swere  hym  ful  rape 

That  riche  men  han  more  tecches, 

Of  synne  than  han  pore  wrecches, 

And  han  of  counsel  more  mister, 

And  therfore  I  wole  drawe  hem  ner. 

But  as  grete  hurt,  it  may  so  be,  6521 

Hath  soule  in  right  grete  poverte 

As  soule  in  grete  richesse,  forsothe, 

Al  be  it  that  they  hurten  bothe ; 

For  richesse  and  mendicitees 

Ben  clepid  ii.  extremytees  ; 

The  mene  is  cleped  sufHsaunce, 

Ther  lyth  of  vertu  the  aboundaunce. 

For  Salamon,  full  wel  I  wote, 

In  his  Parablis  us  wrote,  6530 

As  it  is  knowe  to  many  a  wight, 

In  his  thrittene  chapitre  right : 

"  God  thou  me  kepe,  for  thi  pouste, 

Fro  richesse  and  mendicite ; 

For  if  a  riche  man  hym  dresse. 

To  thenke  to  myche  on  [his]  richesse. 

His  herte  on  that  so  fer  is  sett, 

That  he  his  credtour  foryett ; 

And  hym  that  begging  wole  ay  grcve. 

How  shulde  I  bi  his  word  hym  leve  ? 

Unnethe  [is]  that  he  nys  a  mycher      6541 

Forsworne  or  ellis  God  is  Iyer." 

Thus  seith  Salamones  sawes. 

Ne  we  fynde  writen  in  no  la  wis 

And  namely  in  oure  Cristen  lay 

(Whoso  seith,  "  Ye,"  I  dar  sey,  **  Nay,") 

That  Crist  ne  his  apostlis  dere. 

While  that  they  walkide  in  erthe  heere, 

Were  never  seen  her  bred  beggyng ; 

For  they  nolde  beggen  for  no  thing.   6550 

And  right  thus  was  men  wont  to  teche. 

And  in  this  wise  wolde  it  preche 

The  maistres  of  divinite 

Somtyme  in  Parys  the  citee. 

And  if  men  wolde  ther-geyn  appose 

The  nakid  text  and  lete  the  glose, 

It  myghte  scone  assoiled  be. 

6522.  MSS.  a  soule. 

6532.  thrittent.,  it  should  be  thirtieth  (Prov. 
XXX.  8,  9>,  'trentiesne.' 
6536.  his  richesse,  '  sa  richc-sse.' 

6539-  ^fSg''**Sy    ^*SS.    heggith   (corrected    by 
Kniuza). 
6539.  wole ^re7'e,  ^  mendicity  gtierroie.' 

6542.  Cod  IS,  MSS.  eoi/ilis.     Cp.  C541. 

6543.  Salamones,  iNISS.  Salamon  iK:d\xza). 
C551.  fuen,  one. 


For  men  may  wel  the  sothc  see. 

That,  parde,  they  myght  aske  a  thing 

Pleynly  forth  without  b^ging ;         6^ 

For  they  were  Goddis  herdis  deae. 

And  cure  of  soules  hadden  heere. 

They  nolde  no  thing  begge  her  fode ; 

For  aftir  Crist  was  done  on  rode 

With  ther  propre  hondis  they  wioaght. 

And  with  travel,  and  ellis  nougfatf 

They  wonnen  all  her  sustenaunce, 

And  lyveden  forth  in  her  penaunoe. 

And  the  remenaunt  yaf  awey 

To  other  pore  folkis  alwey.  ^ 

They  neither  bilden  tour  ne  halle. 

But  ley  in  houses  smale  with-alle. 

A  myghty  man  that  can  and  may, 

Shulde  with  his  honde  and  body  idwi}\ 

Wynne  hym  his  fode  in  laboring. 

If  he  ne  have  rent  or  sich  a  thing, 

Al  though  he  be  religious. 

And  god  to  serven  curious. 

Thus  mote  he  done,  or  do  trespas. 

But  if  it  be  in  certeyn  cas,  6sfe 

That  I  can  reherce  if  myster  be 

Right  wel,  whanne  the  tyme  I  se. 

Seke  the  book  of  seynt  AustjTie, 

Be  it  in  papir  or  perchem)'ne. 

There  as  he  writ  of  these  worchjmges; 

Thou  shalt  seen  that  noon  excusynges 

A  parfit  man  ne  shulde  seke 

Bi  wordis,  ne  bi  dedis  eke, 

Al  though  he  be  religious 

And  god  to  serven  curious,  6590 

That  he  ne  shal,  so  mote  I  go. 

With  propre  hondis  and  body  also, 

G^te  his  fode  in  laboryng. 

If  he  ne  have  proprete  of  thing. 

Yit  shulde  he  selle  all  his  substaunce 

And  with  his  swynk  have  sustenaunce. 

If  he  be  parfit  in  bounte  ; 

Thus  han  tho  bookes  tolde  me. 

For  he  that  wole  gone  ydilly 

And  usith  it  ay  b^ly  66ao 

To  haunten  other  mennes  table. 

He  is  a  trechour  ful  of  fable, 

6568.  fenauHce,  '  en  pacienoe,  so  perhaps,  a- 
Kaluza  suggests,  read /ariexee. 

6581.  Perhaps  omit  7'ha/. 

6592.  lCalu;:a  reads  honJe,  citing  v.  ^.(^74 ;  tut 
cp.  V.  6565. 

6600.  hesily,  MSS.  ilesily. 
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ne  may  by  gode  resoun 
e  hym  by  his  orisoun  ; 
en  bihoveth  in  somme  gise 
e  somtyme  in  Goddis  servise 
ne  and  purchasen  her  nede. 
note  eten,  that  is  no  drede, 
lepe,  and  eke  do  other  thing  ; 
ige  may  they  Icve  praiyng ;        6610 
y  they  eke  her  praier  blynne, 
that  they  werke  her  mete  to  wynne. 
Austyn  wole  therto  accorde 
Ike  book  that  I  recorde. 
ian  eke,  that  made  lawes, 
thus  forboden,  by  old  dawes. 
in  up  peyne  to  be  dede, 
y  of  body,  to  begge  his  brede, 
nay  swynke  it  forto  gete  ; 
hulde  hym  rather  mayme  or  bete, 
ne  of  hym  aperte  justice,  66a  1 

suffren  hym  in  such  malice, 
done  not  wel,  so  mote  I  go, 
aken  such  almesse  so,' 
they  have  somme  pryvelege, 
)f  the  peyne  hem  wole  allege, 
jw  that  is,  can  I  not  see, 
the  prince  disseyved  be. 
le  wene  not  sikerly 
hey  may  have  it  rightfully.        6630 
wole  not  determine 
'nces  power,  ne  defyne, 
my  word  comprende,  I-wys, 
)  ferre  may  strecche  in  this ; 
:  not  entremete  a  dele, 
trowe  that  the  book  seith  wele, 
hat  takith  almessis  that  be 
to  folk,  that  men  may  se 
feble,  wery  and  bare, 
ir  in  such  maner  care,  6640 

conne  wynne  hem  never  mo, 
ey  have  no  power  therto, 
th  his  owne  dampnyng, 
he  lye  that  made  al  thing. 
F  ye  such  a  truaunt  fynde, 
se  hym  wel,  if  ye  be  kynde. 
ey  wolde  hate  you  percas, 
'  ye  fillen  in  her  laas, 

Blynne ^  MSS.  Ben.  Skeat  and  Kaluza 
mtyme  ievcn. 

Justinian^  cod.  Tustin.  xL  25.  De 
antibus  vaiidis  (Bell). 


They  wolde  eftsoonys  do  you  scathe, 
If  that  they  myghte,  late  or  rathe.       6650 
For  they  be  not  full  pacient. 
That  ham  the  world  thus  foule  blent. 
And  witeth  wel,  that  [though]  God  bad 
The  good-man  sclle  al  that  he  had. 
And  folowe  hym,  and  to  pore  it  yive. 
He  wolde  not  therfore  that  he  lyve 
To  serven  hym  in  mendience. 
For  it  was  nevere  his  sentence. 
But  he  bad  wirken  whanne  that  neede  is. 
And  folwe  hym  in  goode  dedis.  6660 

Seynt  Poule,  that  loved  al  Hooly  Chirche, 
He  bade  thappostles  forto  wirche. 
And  wjmnen  her  Ijrflode  in  that  wise. 
And  hem  defended  truaundise ; 
And  seide,  "Wirketh  withyourehonden" ; 
Thus  shulde  the  thing  be  undirstonden. 
He  nolde,  I-wys,  have  bidde  hem  begging, 
Ne  sellen  gospel  ne  prechyng. 
Lest  they  berafte,  with  her  askyng, 
Folk  of  her  catel  or  of  her  thing.        6670 
For  in  this  world  is  many  a  man 
That  yeveth  his  good  for  he  ne  can 
Weme  it  for  shame,  or  ellis  he 
Wolde  of  the  asker  delyvered  be  ; 
And  for  he  hym  encombrith  so, 
He  yeveth  hym  good  to  late  hym  go. 
But  it  can  hem  no  thyng  profit 
They  lese  the  yift  and  the  meryte. 
The  goode  folk  that  Poule  to  preched 
Profred  hym  ofte,  whan  he  hem  teched, 
Somme  of  her  good  in  charite.  6681 

But  therfore  right  no  thing  toke  he. 
But  of  his  hondwerk  wolde  he  gete 
Clothes  to  wryne  hym,  and  his  mete.' 

*  Telle  me  thanne  how  aman  may  lyven. 
That  al  his  good  to  pore  hath  yiven, 
And  wole  but  oonly  bidde  his  bedis. 
And  nevere  with  hondes  labour  his  nede  is. 
May  he  do  so  ? ' 

•Vesir.' 

•And  how?' 

6653.  though^  supplied  by  Kaluza;  but  ther 
(= where)  would  come  closer  to  Fr.  la  au  Diex 
comande.' 

6654.  TJu  good'tnan^  Fr.  'prodons.' 
6677.  hem^  MSS.  Ayw,  Fr.  *  lor  prouffite.' 
6638.  Found  only  in  Thynne,   out  according 

nearly  enough  with  Fr.  nede  is^  Th.  nedis; 
labour  in  sense  of '  to  labour  for '  is  not  otherwise 
known  in  M.E. 
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Sir,  I  wole  gladly  telle  yow. 
Seynt  Austyn  seilh  a  man  may  be 
In  houses  that  han  proprete, 
As  Tern  piers,  and  Hospitelers, 
And  as  these  Chanouns  R^ulers, 
Or  White  monkes  or  these  Blake — 
I  wole  no  mo  ensamplis  make — 
And  take  therof  his  sustenyng, 
For  iherynne  lyth  no  begging  ; 
But  other  wey[e]s  not,  y-wys, 
Yif  Austyn  gabbith  not  of  this.  6700 

And  yit  full  many  a  monkc  laboreth, 
That  God  in  hooly  chirche  honoureth  ; 
For  whanne  her  swynkyng  is  agone, 
They  rede  and  synge  in  chirche  anone. 
And  for  ther  hath  ben  gret  discorde, 
As  many  a  wight  may  here  recorde, 
Upon  the  estate  of  mendience, 
I  wole  shortly,  in  youre  presence, 
Telle  how  a  man  may  bejgge  at  nede. 
That  hath  not  wherwith  hym  to  fede. 
Maugre  this  felones  jangelyngis,  671X 

For  sothfastnesse  wole  none  hidyngis  ; 
And  yit  percas  I  may  abey, 
That  I  to  yow  sothly  thus  sey. 
Lo  hcere  the  caas  especial : 
If  a  man  be  so  bestial. 
That  he  of  no  craft  hath  science, 
And  nought  desireth  ignorence, 
Thanne  may  he  go  a-begging  yernc, 
Til  he  somme  maner  crafte  kan  Icrne  ; 
Thurgh  which  withoutc  truaundyng    6721 
He  may  in  trouthe  have  his  lyvyng. 
Or  if  he  may  done  no  labour 
For  elde,  or  sykenessc,  or  langour, 
Or  for  his  tendre  age  also, 
Thanne  may  he  yit  a-begging  go. 
Or  if  he  have  pcravcnture, 
Thurgh  usage  of  his  norriture, 
Lyved  over  deliciously, 
Thanne  oughten  good  folk  comunly   6730 
Han  of  his  myscheef  somme  pilee, 
And  suffrcn  hym  also  that  he 
May  gone  alwute  and  begge  his  breed, 
That  he  be  not  for  hungur  deed. 
Or  if  he  have  of  craft  kunnyng, 


6700.  }>/  MSS.  17/,  'Sc.' 
6707.  MSS.  niendkeHce. 

671 1.   MSS.  his  felones^  Fr.  '  Maugre  les  felon- 
esses  j.-inglos,'  i.e.  these  felonous  janglings. 


And  strengthe  also,  and  desiring 

To  wirken  as  he  had  what 

But  he  fynde  neithir  this  ne  that, 

Thanne  may  he  begge,  til  that  he 

Have  geten  his  nccessite.  6^ 

Or  if  his  wynnyng  be  so  lite 

That  his  labour  wole  not  aoquyte 

Suflficiantly  al  his  lyvyng, 

Yit  may  he  go  his  breed  b^ging ; 

Fro  dore  to  dore  he  may  go  trace. 

Til  he  the  rcmenaunt  may  purchace. 

Or  if  a  man  wolde  undirtake 

Ony  emprise  forto  make 

In  the  rescous  of  oure  lay. 

And  it  defenden  as  he  may,  H 

Be  it  with  armes  or  lettrure 

Or  other  covenable  cure. 

If  it  be  so  he  pore  be, 

Thanne  may  he  begge  til  that  he 

May  iynde  in  trouthe  forto  swynke. 

And  gete  hym  clothe,  mete  and  drynkc 

Swynke  he  with  hondis  corporell 

And  not  with  hondis  espirituelL 

In  al  this  caas  and  in  semblables. 

If  that  ther  ben  mo  resonables,  f; 

He  may  begge  as  I  telle  you  heere, 

And  ellis  nought  in  no  manere ; 

As  William  Seynt  Amour  wolde  precb 

And  oftc  wolde  dispute  and  tecfae, 

Of  this  mater  all  openly 

At  Parys  full  solempncly. 

And,  also  god  my  soule  blessc. 

As  he  had  in  this  sted£astnesse 

The  accorde  of  the  universite 

And  of  the  puple,  as  semeth  me,       6: 

No  good  man  oughte  it  to  refuse, 

Nc  ought  hym  therof  to  excuse. 

Be  wrothe  or  blithe  who-so  be. 

For  I  wole  speke  and  telle  it  thee, 

Al  shulde  I  dye,  and  be  putt  doun 

As  was  seynt  Poule  in  derke  prisoun, 

Or  be  exiled  in  this  caas 

With  wrong,  as  maister  William  was. 

That  my  moder,  Ypocrysie, 

Banysshed  for  hir  gret  envye.  6 

6749.  i.e.  in  the  defence  of  our  religion. 

6759.  M/V,  plural. 

C763.  William  Seynt  Amour,  a  doctor  of 
Sorbonne  who   wrote  a   liook  against  friars 
the  i3tb  century. 

6769.   Tk'eucord  0/ tK UHtixrxite. 
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xlir  flemed  hym,  Seynt  Amour  : 

)ble  dide  such  labour 

teyne  everc  the  loyalte, 

le  to  moche  agilte  me ; 

ide  a  book,  and  lete  it  write 

n  hys  lyfe  he  dyd  al  write, 

'olde  ich  reney^  begging, 

?ved  by  my  traveylyng, 

\  had  rent  ne  other  goode. 

Wened  he  that  I  were  woode  ?  6790 
hour  myght  me  never  plese, 

more  wille  to  bene  at  ese, 
ave  wel  lever,  soth  to  sey, 
the  puple  patre  and  prey ; 
rrie  me  in  my  foxerie 

a  cope  of  papelardie.' 
^ve,  *  What  devel  is  this  that  I  heere  ? 
wordis  tellest  thou  me  heere  ? ' 
hat,  Sir  ? ' 

'  Falsnesse  that  apert  is ; 
le  dredist  thou  not  god?' 

•  No  certis ; 
Ide  in  grete  thing  shal  he  spede 
>  worlde,  that  god  wole  drcde.  6803 
Ik  that  hem  to  vertu  yyven, 
ruly  on  her  owne  lyven, 
em  in  goodnesse  ay  contcne, 
m  is  l)rtel  thrift  y-sene. 
blk  drinken  gret  mysese  ; 
yf  may  me  never  plese. 

what  gold  han  usurers 
liver  eke  in  pier]  gamers,  6810 

riers  and  these  monyours, 
,  bedels,  provost  countours 
lyven  wel  nygh  by  ravyne. 
nale  puple  hem  mote  enclyne, 
ley  as  wolves  wole  hem  eten. 
the  pore  folk  they  geten 
loche  of  that  they  spendc  or  kepe. 
me  of  hem  that  he  nyl  strepe, 
rrine  hem  silf  wel  atte  fulle  ; 
ute  scaldyng  they  hem  pullc.     68ao 
jonge  the  feble  overgoth, 

that  were  my  symple  cloth, 

As  in  Th.  and  Fr. ;  G  in  late  hand, 
xgis  that  he  beste  myghte. 

MSS.  worlds  but  as  in  v.  6843  the  metre 
\  two  syllables. 

MSS.  omit  hcr^  '  lor  greniers.' 

wriite,  (7)  wreen.  The  scribe  frequently 
s  I  and  €. 


Robbe  bothe  robbed  and  robbours. 

And  gile  giled  and  gilours. 

By  my  tr^et,  I  gadre  and  threste 

The  gret  tresour  into  my  cheste. 

That  lyth  with  me  so  faste  bounde. 

Myn  highc  palcys  do  I  founde, 

And  my  delites  I  fulfille 

With  wyne  at  feestes  at  my  wille        6830 

And  tables  full  of  entremees. 

I  wole  no  lyf  but  ese  and  pees. 

And  Wynne  gold  to  spende  also. 

For  whanne  the  grete  bagge  is  go. 

It  Cometh  right  with  my  japes. 

Make  I  not  wel  tumble  myn  apes? 

To  wynnen  is  alwey  myn  entent, 

My  purchace  is  bettir  than  my  rent ; 

For  though  I  shulde  beten  be, 

Over-al  I  entremete  me  ;  6840 

Withoute  me  may  no  wight  dure. 

I  walke  soules  forto  cure, 

Of  al  the  worlde  cure  have  I 

In  brede  and  lengthe.     6old[e]ly 

I  wole  bothe  preche  and  eke  counceilen ; 

With  hondis  wille  I  not  traveilen. 

For  of  the  Pope  I  have  the  bull, 

I  ne  holde  not  my  wittes  dull. 

I  wole  not  stynten  in  my  lyve 

These  emperouris  forto  shryve,  6850 

Or  kyngis,  dukis,  lordis  grete  ; 

But  pore  folk  al  quyte  I  lete, 

I  love  no  such  shryvyng,  parde ; 

But  it  for  other  cause  be, 

I  rekke  not  of  pore  men — 

Her  astate  is  not  worth  an  hen  ; 

Where  fyndest  thou  a  swynker  of  labour 

Have  me  unto  his  confessour  ? 

But  emperesses  and  duchesses, 

Thise  queenes,  and  eke  countesses,    6860 

Thise  abbessis,  and  eke  bygyns. 

These  grete  ladyes  palasyns. 

These  joly  knyghtis  and  baillyves, 

Thise  nonnes,  and  thise  burgeis  wyvcs 

That  riche  ben  and  eke  plesyng. 

And  thise  maidens  welfaryng, 

Wher  so  they  clad  or  naked  be, 

Uncounceiled  goth  ther  noon  fro  me. 

6823,  6824.  MSS.  tehhyngf  gilimg, 

6838.  Cp.  Tales,  D  145. 

6850.  MSS.  etn/erours. 

6862.  /a<]>rx/aA>4r/yw,f./.  court  ladies. 
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And  for  her  soules  savete 

At  lord  and  lady  and  her  meyne         6870 

I  axe,  whanne  thei  hem  to  me  shryve, 

The  proprete  of  al  her  ly ve, 

And  make  hem  trowe,  bothe  meest  and 

Iccst, 
Hir  paroch  prest  nys  but  a  beest 
Ayens  me  and  my  companye, 
That  shrewis  ben  as  gret  as  I. 
Fro  whiche  I  wole  not  hide  in  holdc 
No  pryvete  that  me  is  tolde, 
That  I,  by  word  or  signe  y-wis, 
[Nyl]  make  hem  knowe  what  it  is.     6880 
And  they  wolen  also  tellen  me, 
They  hele  fro  me  no  pryvyte, 
And  forto  make  yow  hem  perceyven, 
That  usen  folk  thus  to  disceyven, 
I  wole  you  seyn  withouten  drede 
What  men  may  in  the  gospel  rede 
Of  seynt  Mathew,  the  gospelere, 
That  seith  as  I  shal  you  sey  heere  : 

"  Uppon  the  chaire  of  Moyscs 
(Thus  is  it  glosed  douteles  :  6890 

That  is  the  Olde  Testament, 
For  ther-by  is  the  chaire  ment) 
Sitte  Scribes  and  Pharisen 
(That  is  to  seyn,  the  cursid  men 
Whiche  that  we  ypocritis  calle). 
Doth  that  they  preche,  I  rede  you  alle, 
But  doth  not  as  they  don  a  dele  ; 
That  ben  not  wery  to  seye  wele. 
But  to  do  wel  no  will  have  they. 
And  they  wolde  bynde  on  folk  al-wey,  6900 
That  ben  to  be  giled  able, 
Burdons  that  ben  importable. 
On  folkes  shuldris  thinges  they  couchen, 
That  they  nyl  with  her  fyngris  touchen." 

*And  why  wole  they  not  touche  it?* 
*Why, 
For  hem  ne  lyst  not  sikirly. 
For  saddc  burdons  that  men  taken. 
Make  folkes  shuldris  aken. 
And  if  they  do  ought  that  good  be. 
That  is  for  folk  it  shulde  se.  6910 

Her  bordurs  larger  maken  they. 
And  make  her  hemmes  wide  alwey, 
And  loven  setes  at  the  table, 

6880.  Nyl,  MSS.  Wole. 

6887.   Matt,  xxiii.  i-8. 

6911.  MSS.  ImrdonSy  'philateres.* 


The  firste  and  moste  honourable. 
And  forto  han  the  Brste  chaieris 
In  synagogis  to  hem  fiill  deere  is. 
And  willen  that  folk  hem  loute  and  grett, 
Whanne  that  they  passen  thuighthe  sticie^ 
And  wolen  be  cleped  "  Maister"  aba. 
But  they  ne  shulde  not  willen  so,      690 
The  gospel  is  ther-ageyns,  I  gesse. 
That  shewith  wel  her  wikkidnesse. 

Another  custome  use  we 
Of  hem  that  wole  ayens  us  be ; 
We  hate  hym  deedly  everichone, 
And  we  wole  werrey  Yijxn  as  000 ; 
Hym  that  oon  hatith  hate  we  alle, 
And  congecte  how  to  done  h3rm  fiUIe. 
And  if  we  seen  hym  wynne  honour, 
Richesse,  or  preis,  thuigh  his  valour,  hfp 
Provende,  rent,  or  dignyte. 
Full  fast  y-wys  compassen  we 
Bi  what  ladder  he  is  clomben  so ; 
And  forto  maken  hym  doun  to  go 
With  traisoun  we  wole  hym  de£une. 
And  done  hym  leese  his  goode  name. 
Thus  from  his  ladder  we  hym  take. 
And  thus  his  freendis  foes  we  make. 
But  word  ne  wite  shal  he  noon, 
Till  all  hise  freendis  ben  his  foon.      69*0 
For  if  we  dide  it  openly 
We  myght  have  blame  redily  ; 
For  hadde  he  wist  of  oure  malice, 
He  hadde  hym  kept,  but  he  were  nyce. 

Another  is  this,  that  if  so  fidle 
That  ther  be  oon  amonge  us  alle 
That  doth  a  good  turne  out  of  drede, 
We  seyn  it  is  oure  alder  deede. 
Ye  sikerly  though  he  it  feyned. 
Or  that  hym  list,  or  that  hym  deyned  695: 
A  man  thurgh  hym  avaunced  be, 
Therof  all  parseners  be  we, 
And  tellen  folk  where  so  we  go. 
That  man  thurgh  us  is  sprongen  so. 
And  forto  have  of  men  pre>'syng. 
We  purchace  thurgh  oure  flateryng 
Of  riche  men  of  gret  pouste 
Lettres  to  witnesse  oure  bounte. 
So  that  man  weneth  that  may  us  see 
That  alle  vertu  in  us  be.  606 

And  al-wey  pore  we  us  fcyne  ; 


6926.  as  oofiy  '  par  accort,'  ?  at  am. 
6950.  Ajrm  dtytud^  he  vouchsafed. 
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•w  so  that  we  begge  or  pleyne, 
n  the  folk  without  lesyng 
U  thing  have  without  havyng. 
)e  we  dred  of  the  puple  y-wis. 
ladly  my  purpos  is  this : 
with  no  wight  but  he 
inold  and  tresour  gret  plente  ; 
xjueyntaunce  wel  love  I, 
i  moche  my  desire  shortly.        6970 
:mete  me  of  brokages, 
*  pees  and  manages, 
ladly  executour, 
any  tymes  prociuatour ; 
amtyme  messager 
Gstllith  not  to  my  myster), 
any  tymes  I  make  enquestes — 
I  that  office  not  honest  is. 
e  with  other  mennes  thing, 
>  to  me  a  gret  lykyng.  6980 

that  ye  have  ought  to  do 
:e  that  I  repeire  to, 
it  speden  thurgh  my  witt, 
ne  as  ye  have  told  me  it. 
t  ye  serve  me  to  pay, 
A-yse  shal  be  youre  alway  ; 
10-so  wole  chastise  me, 
my  love  lost  hath  he. 
ove  no  man  in  no  gise 
^ole  me  repreve  or  chastise  ;     6990 
volde  al  folk  undirtake, 
'  no  wight  no  teching  take  ; 
:hat  other  folk  chaslie, 
lot  be  taught  fro  my  folic, 
noon  hermits^e  more ; 
«rtes,  and  holtes  here, 
ete  wodes  everichon, 
lem  to  the  Baptist  lohn. 
le  hym  quyte,  and  hym  relese 
pt  all  the  wildirnesse.  7000 

e  were  alle  my  mansiouns 
citees  and  goode  tounes ; 
leis  and  myn  hous  make  I 
men  may  renne  ynne  openly  ; 
y  that  I  the  world  forsake, 
amydde  I  bilde  and  mak 

'  Ce  sont  auques  tuit  mi  desir.' 

MSS.^  a  prvcuratour.     We  have  seen 

9  scribe   frequently  inserts  a  in  such 

ue.  the  reputed  founder  of  asceticism. 
G  omits  al. 


My  hous,  and  swimme  and  pley  therynne, 

Bet  than  a  fish  doth  with  his  fynne. 

Of  Antecristes  men  am  I, 

Of  whiche  that  Crist  seith  openly,      7010 

They  have  abit  of  hoolynesse. 

And  lyven  in  such  wikkednesse. 

Outward  lambren  semen  we. 

Full  of  goodnesse  and  of  pitee, 

And  inward  we  withouten  fable 

Ben  gredy  wolves  ravysable. 

We  enviroune  bothe  londe  and  se, 

With  all  the  worlde  werrien  we ; 

We  wole  ordeyne  of  alle  thing, 

Of  folkis  good  and  her  lyvyng.  7090 

If  ther  be  castel  or  citee 

Wherynne  that  ony  bourgerons  be, 

Al  though  that  they  of  Milayne  were 

(For  therof  ben  they  blamed  there) ; 

Or  if  a  wight  out  of  mesure 

Wolde  lene  his  gold  and  take  usure. 

For  that  he  is  so  coveitous  ; 

Or  if  he  be  to  leccherous. 

Or  these  that  haunte  symonye. 

Or  provost  full  of  trecherie,  7030 

Or  prelat  lyvyng  jolily. 

Or  prest  that  halt  his  quene  hym  by, 

Or  olde  horis  hostilers, 

Or  other  bawdes  or  bordillers. 

Or  elles  blamed  of  ony  vice 

Of  whiche  men  shulden  done  justice  : 

Bi  all  the  seyntes  that  me  pray, 

But  they  defende  them  with  lamprey. 

With  luce,  with  elys,  with  samons. 

With  tendre  gees,  and  with  capons,    7040 

With  tartes,  or  with  chesis  fat, 

With  deynte  flawns  brode  and  flat, 

With  caleweis,  or  with  pullaylle. 

With  conynges,  or  with  fyne  vitaille, 

That  we  undir  our  clothes  wide 

Maken  thourgh  oure  golet  glide. 

Or  but  he  wole.  do  come  in  haste 

Roo-venysoim  bake  in  paste. 

Whether  so  that  he  loure  or  grojme, 

7007.  switHtue,  G  nvmme  ;  cp.  Talts^  D  1926. 

7021  ff.  The  conclusion  to  these  conditions 
is  found  in  v.  7049  ff. 

7022.  Aourgcrons  (G  bfgg^er\  '  bogre,'  sodom- 
ites. 

7029.  Skeat  reads  iA</t  or  for  these  that^ 
following  '  lerres  ou ' ;  Init  this  may  have  been 
misread  (?)  '  lesses  an/  etc. 

7041.  MSS.  chtfii. 
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He  shal  have  of  a  corde  a  loigne        7050 
With  whiche  men  shal  hym  bynde  and 

lede 
To  brenne  hym  for  his  synfiil  deede, 
That  men  shull  here  hym  crie  and  rore, 
A  myle-wey  aboute  and  more ; 
Or  ellis  he  shal  in  prisoun  dye, 
But  if  he  wole  his  ft'endship  bye, 
Or  smerten  that  that  he  hath  do 
More  than  his  gilt  amounteth  to. 
But  and  he  couthe  tlhirgh  his  sleight 
Do  maken  up  a  tour  of  height, —       7060 
Nought  rought  I  whethir  of  stone,  or  tree, 
Or  erthe  or  turves  though  it  be. 
Though  it  were  of  no  vounde  stone 
Wrought  with  squyre  and  scantilone. 
So  that  the  tour  were  stuffed  well 
With  alle  richesse  temporell — 
And  thanne  that  he  wolde  updresse 
Engyns  bothe  more  and  lesse. 
To  cast  at  us  by  every  side 
To  bere  his  goode  name  wide,  7070 

Such  flightes  [as]  I  shal  yow  nevene, 
Barelles  of  wyne  by  sixe  or  sevene 
Or  gold  in  sakkis  gret  plente, 
He  shulde  soone  delyvered  be. 
And  if  he  have  noon  sich  pitaunces, 
Late  hym  study  in  equipolences, 
And  late  lyes  and  fallaces. 
If  that  he  wolde  deserve  oure  graces  ; 
Or  we  shal  bere  hym  such  witnesse 
Of  synne  and  of  his  wrecchidnesse,     7080 
And  done  his  loos  so  wide  renne, 
That  al  quyk  we  shulden  hym  brenne, 
Or  ellis  yeve  hym  suche  penaunce 
That  is  wel  wors  than  the  pitaunce. 
Vox  thou  shalt  never  for  no  thing 
Kon  knowen  a-right  by  her  clothing 
The  traitours  full  of  trecherie. 
But  thou  her  werkis  can  a-spie. 
And  ne  hadde  the  good  kepyng  be 
Whilom  of  the  universite  7090 

That  kepith  the  key  of  Cristendome 
We  had  bene  turmented,  al  and  some. 

7056.  hisjrendship  bye,  i.e.  pay  for  his  relief ; 
Skeat  changes  his  to  our. 

7057.  tfutt  that.  iXifor  that. 

7063.  voundt,  skeat  readsy^Mif^^;  Fr.  'de  quel 
pierrc.'  Cole's  Dictumary  glosses  vound  sttme, 
free-stone,'  with  query  '  found  or  foundation.' 

709a.  As  in  l*h.  ;  G  Ofal  that  here  axe  Juste 
their  tUme,  in  late  hand  over  blank  s^^ce. 


Suche  ben  the  stynkyng  pn^etis ; 
Nys  none  of  hem  that  good  prophete  i 
For  they  thurgh  wikk^  entendoim, 
The  yeer  of  the  Incamacioiin 
A  thousand  and  two  hundred  yeer, 
Fyve  and  fifty,  ferthcr  nc  ner, 
Broughten  a  book  with  sory  grace 
To  yeven  ensample  in  comnne  place, : 
That  seide  thus  though  it  were  (kbk : 
«  This  is  the  Gospel  Perdurable, 
That  fro  the  Holy  Goost  b  sent"— 
Wel  were  it  worthi  to  bene  brent ! 
Entitled  was  in  such  manere 
This  book,  of  which  I  telle  heeie 
Ther  nas  no  wight  in  all  Parys 
Bifome  Oure  Lady  at  parvys 
That  he  ne  mighte  bye  the  book 
To  copy,  if  hym  talent  tokc. 
There  myght  he  se  by  gret  tresoim 
Full  many  fids  comparisoun  : — 
«  As  moche  as  thui^h  his  grete  mjgl 
Be  it  of  hete  or  of  lyght. 
The  sonne  sourmounteth  the  mooe. 
That  trouble  is  and  chaungith  soone, 
And  the  note  kemell  the  shell — 
(I  scome  not,  that  I  yow  tell) — 
Right  so,  withouten  ony  gile, 
Sourmounteth  this  noble  Evangile 
The  word  of  ony  evangelist." 
And  to  her  title  they  token  Crist. 
And  many  such  comparisoun 
Of  which  I  make  no  mencioun, 
Mighte  men  in  that  book  fynde 
Who  so  coude  of  hem  have  mynde. 

The  Universite,  that  tho  was  a-slc 
Gan  forto  braide  and  taken  kepe, 
And  at  the  noys  the  heed  upcast, 
Ne  never  sithen  slept  it  fast ; 
But  up  it  stert,  and  armes  toke 


7098.  /erther  ne  ner  {.O  ftrther  neuei^ 
hons   vivans    qui    m'en    demente,'    i.e.    d 
earlier  nor  later. 

7099.  a  Ixwk^  the  Evangelium  Eter\ 
Skeat  refers  to  Southey's  Book  0/  the  Ck 
ch.  xi. 

7104.  MSS.  worth. 

7109.  G  omits ;  Th.  That  they  t$e  mi^ 
hooke  by. 

7110.  Th.  inserts  before 
pleased  hem  wr//  tretvly^ 
Of  the  Evangelistes  book, 
G's  single  line. 

71 1 5.    G  (XAMT  for  «9«MM')w 

•jii6.  MSS.  trtntblere^  '  troWe,' 


7110    The  set 

and  adds    aJt* 

Fr.  coDtaiDS 
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this  false  horrible  boke, 
^  bateil  for  to  make, 
I  the  juge  the  book  to  take, 
sy  that  broughten  the  boke  there 
t  anoon  awey  for  fere ; 
lolde  shewe  more  a  dele 
enne  it  kept,  and  kepen  will, 
:h  a  tyme  that  they  may  see 
hey  so  stronge  woxen  be,  7140 

10  wyght  may  hem  wel  withstonde. 
'  that  book  they  durst  not  stonde. 
they  gonne  it  forto  here, 
ey  ne  durste  not  answere 
>osicioun  ne  glose 
.t  that  clerkis  wole  appose 
the  cursednesse  y-wys 
n  that  booke  writen  is. 
70te  I  not,  ne  I  can  not  see 
maner  eende  that  there  shal  be  7x50 
his  [bokes]  that  they  hyde  ; 
t  algate  they  shal  abide 
It  they  may  it  bet  defende, 
rowe  I  best  wole  be  her  ende. 
\ntecrist  abiden  we, 
e  ben  alle  of  his  meyne  ; 
rhat  man  that  wole  not  be  so, 
soone  he  shal  his  lyf  forga 
3le  a  puple  upon  hym  areyse, 
liurgh  oure  gile  done  hym  seise, 
ym  on  sharpe  speris  ryve,  7161 

ler  weyes  brynge  hym  fro  lyve, 
that  he  wole  folowe  y-wis 
n  oure  booke  writen  is. 
cnych  wole  oure  book  signifie, 
^hile  Petre  hath  maistrie, 
lever  lohn  shewe  well  his  myght. 
lave  I  you  declared  right 
lenyng  of  the  bark  and  rynde, 
nakith  the  entenciouns  blynde  ;  7170 
Dw  at  erst  I  wole  bigynne, 
powne  you  the  pith  withynne  : — 
.  •  •  • 

he  seculers  comprehende, 
Cristes  lawe  wole  defende, 
hulde  it  kepen  and  mayntenen 
s  hem  that  all  sustenen, 

MSS.  omit  bckti^  '  cis  livres.* 
I  One  or  two  verses  have  been  lost  corre- 
mg  to  '  Far  Pierre  voil  le  Pape  entendre.' 
.  th€  seculerst  (!)  read  cltrktt  seculm^ 
iseculiert.' 


And  falsly  to  the  puple  techen. 

That  lohn  bitokeneth  hem  that  prechen 

That  ther  nys  lawe  covenable 

But  thilke  Gospel  Perdurable,  7180 

That  fro  the  Holygost  was  sent 

To  tume  folk  that  ben  m3rswent. 

The  strengthe  of  lohn,  they  undirstonde 

The  grace  in  whiche  they  seie  they  stonde. 

That  doth  the  synfull  folk  converte 

And  hem  to  lesus  Crist  reverte. 

Full  many  another  orriblite 

May  men  in  that  booke  se. 

That  ben  comaunded  doutcles 

Ayens  the  lawe  of  Rome  expres ;        7190 

And  all  with  Antecrist  they  holden, 

As  men  may  in  the  book  biholden. 

And  thanne  comaunden  they  to  sleen 

Alle  tho  that  with  Petre  been  ; 

But  they  shal  nevere  have  that  myght, 

And  God  to-fome  for  strif  to  fight, 

That  they  ne  shal  enowe  fynde, 

That  Petres  lawe  shal  have  in  mynde, 

And  evere  holde,  and  so  majmtene  ; 

That  at  the  last  it  shal  be  sene  7000 

That  they  shal  alle  come  therto 

For  ought  that  they  can  speke  or  do. 

And  thilke  lawe  shal  not  stonde 

That  they  by  lohn  have  undirstonde, 

But,  maugre  hem,  it  shal  adowne, 

And  bene  brought  to  confusioun. 

But  I  wole  stynt  of  this  matere. 
For  it  is  wonder  longe  to  here. 
But  hadde  that  ilke  book  endured. 
Of  better  estate  I  were  ensured  ;        72x0 
And  frecndis  have  I  yit  pardee 
That  han  me  sett  in  gret  degre. 
Of  all  this  world  is  Emperour 
Gyle  my  fadir,  the  trechour. 
And  Emperis  my  moder  is, 
Maugre  the  Holygost  y-wis. 
Oure  myghty  lynage  and  oure  rowte 
Regneth  in  every  regne  aboute. 
And  well  is  worthy  we  [maystres]  be  ; 
For  all  this  world  governe  we,  7aao 

And  can  the  folk  so  wel  disccyve. 
That  noon  oure  gile  can  perceyve  ; 
And  though  they  done,  they  dar  not  sey, 


7178.  thaty  MSS.  to, 

7x97.  enowiy  MSS.  ynaugh, 

7219.  maistrtit  MSS.  mynsiru^ 
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The  sothe  dar  no  wight  bywray. 

But  he  in  Cristis  wrath  hym  ledith 

That  more  than  Crist  my  britherendredith. 

He  nys  no  full  good  champioun 

That  dredith  such  similadoun. 

Nor  that  for  peyne  wole  refusen 

Us  to  correcte  and  accusen.  7230 

He  wole  not  entremete  by  right, 

Ne  have  God  in  his  eye-sight ; 

And  therfore  God  shal  hym  punyce. 

But  me  ne  rekketh  of  no  vice, 

Sithen  men  us  loven  comunably, 

And  holden  us  for  so  worthy, 

That  we  may  folk  repreve  echoon. 

And  we  nyl  have  repref  of  noon. 

Whom  shulden  folk  worshipen  so 

But  us,  that  stynten  never  mo  7240 

To  patren  while  that  folk  may  us  see, 

Though  it  not  so  bihynde  hem  be. 

And  where  is  more  wode  folye 

Than  to  enhaunce  chyvalrie. 

And  love  noble  men  and  gay, 

That  joly  clothis  weren  alway  ? 

If  they  be  sich  folk  as  they  semen. 

So  clene  as  men  her  clothis  demen, 

And  that  her  wordis  folowe  her  dede. 

It  is  gret  pit^,  out  of  drede,  7250 

For  they  wole  be  noon  ypocritis  I 

Of  hem  me  thynketh  [it]  gret  spite  is ; 

I  can  not  love  hem  on  no  side. 

But  beggers  with  these  hodes  wide, 

With  sleigh  and  pale  faces  lene. 

And  greye  clothis  not  full  clene. 

But  fretted  full  of  tatarwagges, 

And  highe  shoes  knopped  with  dagges. 

That  frouncen  lyke  a  quaile-pipe. 

Or  botis  revelyng  as  a  gype  ;  7260 

To  such  folk  as  I  you  dyvyse 

Shulde  princes  and  these  lordis  wise 

Take  all  her  londis  and  her  thingis, 

Bothe  werre  and  pees  in  governyngis  ; 

To  such  folk  shulde  a  prince  hym  yive, 

That  wolde  his  lyf  in  honour  lyve. 

And  if  they  be  not  as  they  seme, 

That  scrven  thus  the  world  to  queme, 

There  wolde  I  dwelle  to  disceyve 

The  folk,  for  they  shal  not  perceyve.    7270 

But  I  ne  speke  in  no  such  wise 


7268.  set^'en.  (?)  semen;  but  'emblent.' 
7270'  G  To  tor  The. 


That  men  shulde  humble  abtt  diipise. 

So  that  no  pride  ther-undir  be. 

No  man  shulde  hate,  as  thjnkith  me, 

The  pore  man  in  sich  dothyng. 

But  God  ne  preisith  hym  no  thii^ 

That  seith  he  hath  the  world  fomkc^ 

And  hath  to  worldly  glorie  hym  take^ 

And  wole  of  sicbe  delices  use. 

Who  may  that  begger  wel  excuse,     7* 

That  papelard  that  hjntn  yeldith  so. 

And  wole  to  worldly  ese  go. 

And  seith  that  he  the  world  hath  kfte. 

And  gredily  it  grypeth  efte  ? 

He  is  the  hounde,  shame  is  to  seyn. 

That  to  his  castyng  goth  agejm. 

But  unto  you  dar  I  not  Ijre ; 

But  myght  I  felen  or  aspie 

That  ye  perceyved  it  no  thyng. 

Ye  shulde  have  a  stark  lesyng  7390 

Right  in  youre  honde  thus,  to  bigjmK, 

I  nolde  it  lette  for  no  syniie.' 

The  god  lough  at  the  wondir  tho^ 
And  every  wight  gan  laugh  also. 
And  seide  : — '  Lo  heere  a  man,  a  right 
Forto  be  trusty  to  every  wi^t !  * 

*  Falssemblant,*   quod    Love,  *sey  to 


me. 


Sith  I  th^  have  advaunccd  thee 
That  in  my  court  is  thi  dwelljoig. 
And  of  ribawdis  shalt  be  my  kyng,    7300 
Wolt  thou  wel  holden  my  forward^  ? ' 
*  Yhe,  sir,  from  hennes  forewardis ; 
Hadde  never  youre  fadir  heere  bifonie 
Servaunt  so  trewe,  sith  he  was  borne.* 

*  That  is  ageynes  all  nature.* 

*  Sir,  putte  you  in  that  aventure ; 
For  though  ye  borowes  take  of  me. 
The  sikerer  shal  ye  never  be 

For  ostages,  ne  sikimsese. 
Or  chartres,  forto  here  witnesse  7310 

I  take  youre  silf  to  recorde  heere. 
That  men  ne  may,  in  no  manere, 
Teren  the  wolf  out  of  his  hide. 
Til  he  be  flayen  bak  and  side. 
Though  men  hym  bete  and  al  defile. 
What !     Wene  ye  that  I  wole  bigile? 
For  I  am  clothed  mekely, 
Ther-undir  is  all  my  trecheiy  ; 
Myn  herte  chaungith  never  the  mo 
7314.  yf((«y«i,  MSS.  slayn,  V 
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For  noon  abit  in  which  I  go.  7320 

Though  I  have  chere  of  S3nnplenesse, 
I  am  not  wery  of  shrewidnesse. 
ICyn  lemman  Strejrneth- Abstinence, 
Hath  myster  of  my  purveaunce ; 
She  hadde  ful  longe  ago  be  deede, 
Here  my  councel  and  my  rede  ; 
Lete  hir  allone  and  you  and  me.' 

And  Love  answerde :  <  I  truste  thee 
Withoute  borowe  for  I  wole  noon.' 

And  Falssemblant,  the  theef,  anoon 
Rygfat  in  that  ilke  same  place,  7331 

That  hadde  of  tresoun  al  his  &u:e 
Ryght  black  withynne  and  white  withoute, 
Thankyth  hym,  gan  on  his  knees  loute. 

Thannewas  ther nought  but  <  Everyman 
Now  to  assaut  that  sailen  can,' 
Qnod  Love,  '  and  that  full  hardyly  ! ' 
Thanne  armed  they  hem  communly 
Of  sich  armour  as  to  hem  felle.  7339 

Whanne  the  were  armed  fers  and  felle, 
They  wente  hem  forth  all  in  a  route, 
And  set  the  castel  al  aboute. 
They  will  nought  away  for  no  drede, 
Till  it  so  be  that  they  ben  dede, 
Or  till  they  have  the  castel  take. 
And  foure  bateb  they  gan  make. 
And  parted  hem  in  foure  anoon, 
And  toke  her  way  and  forth  they  gone. 
The  foure  gates  forto  assaile. 
Of  whiche  the  kepers  wole  not  faile.  7350 
For  they  ben  neithir  sike  ne  dede. 
But  hardy  folk  and  stronge  in  dede. 

Now  wole  I  seyn  the  count3maunce 
Of  Falssemblant  and  Abstynaunce, 
That  ben  to  Wikkid-Tonge  went. 
But  first  they  heelde  her  parlement 
Whether  it  to  done  were 
To  maken  hem  be  knowen  there, 
Or  elles  walken  forth  disgised. 
But  at  the  laste  they  devysed  7360 

That  they  wolde  gone  in  tapinage, 
As  it  were  in  a  pilgrimage, 
Lyke  good  and  hooly  folk  unfeyned. 
And  Dame  Abstinence-Streyned 
Toke  on  a  robe  of  kamelyne. 
And  gan  hir  graithe  as  a  Bygynne. 
A  large  coverechief  of  threde 
She  wrapped  all  aboute  hir  heede ; 
But  she  forgate  not  hir  sawter ; 


A  peire  of  bedis  eke  she  here  7370 

Upon  a  lace  all  of  white  threde, 

On  which  that  she  hir  bcdes  bede. 

But  she  ne  bought  hem  never  a  dele, 

For  they  were  geven  her  I  wote  wele, 

God  wote,  of  a  full  hooly  frere, 

That  seide  he  was  hir  fadir  dere 

To  whom  she  hadde  ofter  went 

Than  ony  frere  of  his  covent. 

And  he  visited  hir  also. 

And  many  a  sermoun  seide  hir  to ;     7380 

He  nolde  lette  for  man  on  lyve 

That  he  ne  wolde  hir  ofte  shryve. 

And  with  so  great  devocion 

They  made  her  confession. 

That  they  had  ofte,  for  the  nones. 

Two  heedes  in  one  hoode  at  ones. 

Of  fayre  shappe  I  devyse  her  the. 
But  pale  of  face  somtyme  was  she ; 
That  false  traytouresse  untrewe, 
Was  lyke  that  salowe  horse  of  hewe,    7390 
That  in  the  Apocalips  is  shewed. 
That  signifyeth  tho  folke  beshrewed, 
That  ben  al  ful  of  trecherye 
And  pale  through  hypocrisye. 
For  on  that  horse  no  colour  is. 
But  onely  deed  and  pale  y-wis. 
Of  suche  a  colour  enlangoured 
Was  Abstynence  i-wys  coloured  ; 
Of  her  estate  she  her  repented, 
As  her  visage  represented.  7400 

She  had  a  burdowne  al  of  Thefte, 
That  Gyle  had  yeve  her  of  his  yefte ; 
And  a  skryppe  of  Faynte  Distresse, 
That  ful  was  of  elengenesse. 
And  forthe  she  walked  sobrely ; 
And  False  Semblant  sayntyV  vous  die. 
Had,  as  it  were  for  suche  mistere. 
Done  on  the  cope  of  a  frere. 
With  chere  symple  and  ful  p3rtous, 
Hys  lokyng  was  not  disdeynous  7410 

Ne  proude,  but  meke  and  ful  pesyble. 

About  his  neck  he  bare  a  byble, 
And  squierly  forthe  gan  he  gon  ; 

738S-7576  arc  lost  from  G. 

7387.  Th.  dnysed. 

7392.  Th.  to ;  q>.  note  to  7970. 

7406.  saynt  u  generally  taken  for  ceinit 
'  girdled ' ;  but  no  such  £ng.  adj.  is  knovm.  Fr. 
is  'qui  bien  se  ratome.'    7  read  faynt^  ut,  pale. 

7407.  ViS&,And{QsHad, 
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And,  for  to  rest  his  lymmes  upon, 
He  had  of  Treson  a  potent ; 
As  he  were  feble  his  way  he  went. 
But  in  his  sieve  he  gan  to  thring 
A  rasour  sharpe,  and  wel  bjrtjmg, 
Thit  was  forged  in  a  forge,  74x9 

Whiche  that  men  clepen  Coupe-gorge. 
So  longe  forthe  her  waye  they  nomen, 
Tyl  they  to  Wicked-Tonge  comen. 
That  at  his  gate  was  syttyng, 
And  sawe  folke  in  the  way  passyng. 
The  pilgrymes  sawe  he  faste  by, 
That  beren  hem  ful  mekely. 
And  humbly  they  with  him  mette. 
Dame  Abstynence  first  him  grctte. 
And  sythe  him  False- Semblant  salued. 
And  he  hem  ;  but  he  not  remeued      7430 
For  he  ne  dredde  hem  not  a  dele. 
For  whan  he  sawe  her  faces  wele, 
Alway  in  herte  hem  thought  so. 
He  shulde  knowe  hem  bothe  two ; 
For  wel  he  knewe  Dame  Abstynaunce, 
But  he  ne  knewe  not  Constreynaunce. 
He  knewe  nat  that  she  was  constrayned, 
Ne  of  her  theves  lyfe  [y-]fayned, 
But  wende  she  come  of  wyl  al  free  ; 
But  she  come  in  another  degree  ;        7440 
And  if  of  good  wyl  she  beganne 
That  wyl  was  fayled  her  [as]  thanne. 
And  False-Semblant  had  he  sayne  alse, 
But  he  knewe  nat  that  he  was  false. 
Vet  false  was  he,  but  his  falsnesse 
Ne  coude  he  nat  espye  nor  gesse  ; 
For  Semblant  was  so  slye  wrought. 
That  Falsenesse  he  ne  espyed  nought. 

But  haddest  thou  knowen  hym  befome 
Thou  woldest  on  a  boke  have  swome,  7450 
Whan  thou  him  saugh  in  thylke  araye, 
That  he  that  whilome  was  so  gaye, 
And  of  the  daunce  joly  Robyn, 
Was  tho  become  a  lacobyn. 
But  sothely  what  so  menne  hym  calle, 
Frcres  Prechours  bene  good  menne  alle, 
Her  order  wickedly  they  beren, 
Suche  myn[e]strelles  if  they  weren. 

So  bene  Augustyns  and  Cordyleres 
And  Carmes,  and  eke  Sacked  freeres  7460 
And  alle  freres,  shodde  and  bare, 

7443.  MSS.  omit  eu. 

7459.  Augustyns^  read  AusHm, 


(Though  some  of  hem  bengret  andsquiel  1 
Ful  hooly  men,  as  I  hem  deme. 
Everyche  of  hem  wolde  good  man  seae; 
But  shalte  thou  never  of  apparenoe 
S^ne  conclude  good  consequence 
In  none  argument  y-wis 
If  existens  al  fayled  is. 
For  menne  maye  fynde  alwa]^  soplijne 
The  consequence  to  envcnjrme,  ^^ 

Who  so  that  hath  hadde  the  snbtdte 
The  double  sentence  for  to  se. 

Whan  the  pylgrjrmes  commen  were 
To  Wicked-Tonge  that  dwelled  there, 
Her  hameys  nygh  hem  was  algate ; 
By  Wicked-Tonge  adowne  they  sate, 
That  badde  hem  nere  him  for  to  oome 
And  of  tidynges  telle  him  some. 
And  sayd  hem  :  <  What  case  maketh  yoi 
To  come  in-to  this  place  nowe?'       ^ 

*  Sir,'  sayd  Strayned-Abstynaimoe, 
<  We,  for  to  drye  our  penaunoe 
With  hertes  pytous  and  devoute 

Are  commen,  as  pylgrimes  gon  aboate ; 
Wel  nygh  on  fote  alway  we  go ; 
Ful  dousty  ben  our  heeles  two. 
And  thus  bothe  we  ben  sent 
Throughout  this  worlde  that  is  miswent. 
To  yeve  ensample,  and  preche  also. 
To  fysshen  synful  menne  we  go,        7490 
For  other  fysshynge,  ne  fjrsshe  we. 
And,  sir,  for  that  charyte. 
As  we  be  wonte,  herborowe  we  crave 
Your  lyfe  to  amende,  Christ  it  save. 
And  so  it  shulde  you  nat  displese. 
We  wolden,  if  it  were  your  ese, 
A  shorte  sermon  unto  you  sa3me.' 
And  Wicked-Tonge  answered  agayne : 

*  The  house,*  quod  he,  *  such  as  ye  se 
Shal  nat  be  warned  you  for  me,  7900 
Say  what  you  lyst,  and  I  wol  here.' 

*  Graunt  mercy,  swete  sir,  dere,* 
Quod  alderfirst  Dame  Abstynence, 
And  thus  began  she  her  sentence  : 

*  Sir,  the  firste  vertue  certayne. 
The  greatest,  and  moste  soverayne 
That  may  be  founde  in  any  man 
For  havynge  or  for  wytte  he  can, 
That  is  his  tonge  to  refrayne. 
Therto  ought  every  wight  him  payne, 

7486.  Th.  do^ikty. 
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7511-7608 


''or  it  is  better  sty  lie  be  751 1 

rhan  for  to  speken  harme,  parde ; 
he  that  herkeneth  it  gladly, 
is  no  good  man  sykerly. 

And,  sir,  aboven  ai  other  synne, 
In  that  arte  thou  moste  gylty  inne. 
Thou  spake  a  jape  not  long  a-go 
(And,  sir,  that  was  ryght  y vel  do) 
Of  a  yonge  man,  that  here  repa3nred 
And  never  yet  this  place  apayred.      7520 
Thou  saydest  he  awayted  nothyng 
Bat  to  disceyve  Fayre-Welcomyng. 
Ye  sayde  nothyng  sothe  of  that ; 
Baty  sir,  ye  lye,  I  tel  you  plat ; 
He  ne  cometh  no  more,  ne  gothe,  parde  ! 
I  trowe  ye  shal  him  never  se. 
Fayre-Welcomyng  in  prison  is, 
That  ofte  hath  played  with  you  er  this 
The  fayrest  games  that  he  coude, 
Withoute  fylthe,  styl  or  loude  ;  7530 

Nowe  dare  he  nat  him  selfe  solace. 
Ye  ban  also  the  manne  do  chace. 
That  he  dare  neyther  come  ne  go ; 
What  meveth  you  to  hate  him  so, 
But  properly  your  wicked  thought. 
That  many  a  false  lesyng  hath  thought, 
That  meveth  your  foole  eloquence. 
That  jangleth  ever  in  audyence. 
And  on  the  folke  areyseth  blame. 
And  doth  hem  dishonour  and  shame,  7540 
For  thynge  that  maye  have  no  prevyng 
But  lykel3messe,  and  contryvyng? 

For  I  dare  sayne  that  reason  demeth, 
It  is  nat  al  sothe  thynge  that  semeth  ; 
And  it  is  synne  to  controve 
Thynge  that  is  to  reprove ; 
This  wote  ye  wele  ;  and,  sir,  therfore 
Ye  ame  to  blame  [wel]  the  more. 
And  nathelesse  he  recketh  lyte 
He  3reveth  nat  nowe  therof  a  myte,    7550 
For  if  he  thoughte  harme,  parfaye. 
He  wolde  come  and  gone  al  daye  ; 
He  coude  himselfe  nat  abstene. 
Nowe  cometh  he  nat,  and  that  is  sene, 
For  he  ne  taketh  of  it  no  cure. 
But  if  it  be  through  aventure. 
And  lasse  than  other  folke,  algate. 
And  thou  her  watchest  at  the  gate, 
With  speare  in  thyne  arest  alwaye ; 

753X.  Th.  skt  nat  her  u(/k. 


There  muse,  musarde,  al  the  daye.     7560 
Thou  wakest  night  and  day  for  thought ; 
I -wis  thy  traveyle  is  for  nought. 
And  lelousye,  withouten  fayle, 
Shal  never  quyte  the  thy  traveyle. 
And  skathe  is  that  Fayre-Welcomyng 
Withouten  any  trespassyng, 
Shal  wrongfully  in  prison  be, 
There  wepeth  and  languyssheth  he. 
And  though  thou  never  yet,  y-wis, 
Agyltest  manne  no  more  but  this, —  7570 
Take  nat  a  grefe, — it  were  worthy 
To  putte  the  out  of  (his  bayly. 
And  afterwards  in  prison  lye. 
And  fettre  the,  tyl  that  thou  dye. 
For  thou  shalt  for  this  synne  dwelle 
Right  in  the  devels  ers  of  helle. 
But  if  that  thou  repente  thee.* 

*  Mafay,  thou  liest  falsly  1 '  quod  he. 

*  What?  welcome  with  myschaunce  nowe ! 
Have  I  therfore  herberd  yowe  7580 
To  seye  me  shame,  and  eke  reprove 
With  sory  happe,  to  youre  bihove  ? 

Am  I  to  day  youre  herbegere  ? 

Go  herber  yow  elles-where  than  heere. 

That  han  a  Iyer  called  me  ! 

Two  tregetours  art  thou  and  he. 

That  in  myn  hous  do  me  this  shame. 

And  for  my  sothe-saugh  ye  me  blame. 

Is  this  the  sermoun  that  ye  make  ? 

To  all  the  develles  I  me  take,  7590 

Or  elles,  God,  thou  me  confounde  ! 

Hut  er  men  diden  this  castel  founde. 

It  passith  not  ten  daies  or  twelve 

Hut  it  was  tolde  right  to  my  selve, 

And  as  they  seide,  right  so  tolde  I : 

He  kyst  the  Rose  pryvyly  ! 

Thus  seide  I  now  and  have  seid  yore ; 

I  not  where  he  dide  ony  more. 

Why  shulde  men  sey  me  such  a  thyng 

If  it  hadde  bene  gabbyng  ?  7600 

Ryght  so  seide  I  and  wol  seye  yit ; 

I  trowe  I  lied  not  of  it. 

And  with  my  hemes  I  wole  bio  we 

To  alle  neighboris  a-rowe. 

How  he  hath  bothe  comen  and  gone.' 

Tho  spake  Falssemblant  right  anone  : 

'  All  is  not  gospel,  oute  of  doute. 

That  men  seyn  in  the  towne  aboute  ; 

7603.  ^m€s,  *  b«suines,'  trumpets. 
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Ley  no  deef  ere  to  my  spekyng : 

I  swere  yow,  sir,  it  is  gabbyng ;         7610 

I  trowe  ye  wote  wel  ccrteynly, 

That  no  man  loveth  hym  tenderly 

That  seith  hym  harme,  if  he  wote  it, 

All  be  he  never  so  pore  of  wit. 

And  soth  is  also  sikerly 

(This  knowe  ye,  sir,  as  wel  as  I) 

That  lovers  gladly  wole  visiten 

The  places  there  her  loves  habiten. 

This  man  yow  loveth  and  eke  honoureth, 

This  man  to  serve  you  laboureth,        7690 

And  clepith  you  "his  freend  so  deere,** 

And  this  man  makith  you  good  chere, 

And  every-where  that  [he]  you  meteth 

He  yow  saloweth  and  he  you  greteth. 

He  preseth  not  so  ofte  that  ye 

Ought  of  his  come  encombred  be  ; 

Ther  presen  other  folk  on  yow 

Full  ofter  than  he  doth  now. 

And  if  his  herte  hym  streyned  so, 

Unto  the  Rose  forto  go,  7630 

Ye  shulde  hym  sene  so  ofte  nede, 

That  ye  shulde  lake  hym  with  the  dede. 

He  cowde  his  comyng  not  forbere 

Though  he  hym  thrilled  with  a  spere  ; 

It  nere  not  thanne  as  it  is  now. 

But  trustith  wel,  I  swere  it  yow, 

That  it  is  clene  out  of  his  thought ; 

Sir,  certis  he  nc  thenkith  it  nought, 

No  more  ne  doth  Faire-Welcomyng, 

That  sore  abieth  al  this  thing.  7640 

And  if  they  were  of  oon  assent. 

Full  scone  were  the  Rose  hent, 

The  maugre  youres  woldc  be. 

And,  sir,  of  o  thing  herkeneth  me  : 

Sith  ye  this  man  that  loveth  yow 

Han  seid  such  harme  and  shame  now, 

Witeth  wel  if  he  gessed  it, 

Ye  may  wel  demen  in  youre  wit 

He  nolde  no  thyng  love  you  so, 

Ne  callen  you  his  freende  also ;  7650 

But  nyght  and  day  he  wolde  wake 

The  castell  to  destroie  and  take. 

If  it  were  soth  as  ye  devise  ; 

Or  some  man  in  some  maner  wise, 

Might  it  wame  hym  everydele, 

7612.  hynif  etc.,  indefinite  pronouns. 


Or  by  hjrmsilf  perce3rven  wele. 
For  sith  he  myght  not  come  and  goM 
As  be  was  whilom  wont  to  done, 
He  myght  it  sone  wite  and  see. 
But  now  all  other  wise  doth  he. 
Thanne  have,  [ye]  sir,  al  outerly 
Deserved  helle,  and  lolyly 
The  deth  of  helle  douteles. 
That  thrallen  folk  so  giltcles.' 

Fals  Semblant  proveth  so  this  thin 
THat  he  can  noon  answeiyng, 
And  seth  alwey  such  apparaunce, 
That  nygh  he  fel  in  repentaunce 
And  seide  hym  : — *  Sir,  it  may  wel  I 
Semblant,  a  good  man  semen  jre ; 
And,  Abstinence,  full  wise  ye  seme ; 
Of  o  talent  you  bothe  I  deme. 
What  counceil  wole  ye  to  me  yeven  i 
<  Ryght  heereanoon  thou  shalt  be  shry 
And  sey  thy  synne  withoute  more ; 
Of  this  shalt  thou  repente  sore. 
For  I  am  prest,  and  have  pooste 
To  shryve  folk  of  most  dignjrte 
That  ben,  as  wide  as  world  may  dor 
Of  all  this  world  I  have  the  core. 
And  that  hadde  never  yxX  persoon, 
Ne  vicarie  of  no  maner  toun. 
And,  God  wote,  I  have  of  thee 
A  thousand  tyme  more  pitee 
Than  hath  thi  preest  parochial, 
Though  he  thy  freend  be  special. 
I  have  avauntage  in  o  wise 
That  youre  prelatis  ben  not  so  wise, 
Ne  half  so  lettred  as  am  I. 
\  am  licenced  boldely 
To  rede  in  Divinite 
And  to  confessen,  out  of  drede. 
If  ye  wol  you  now  confesse. 
And  levc  your  sinnes  more  and  lesse 
Withoute  abood,  knele  down  anon. 
And  you  shal  have  absoludon.' 

7660.  MSS.  W0te  for  doth. 

766a.  lol^ly  is  generally  interpreted  to 
strengthening  adverb  eauivalent  to  *  bien '  d 
but  that  is  translated  oy  douteles.     Soch 
of '  jollyly '  is  difficult  to  explain.    J/klfy, 

7691.  G  ends  here  with 

To  reden  in  Divinite 
And  longc  have  red. 

The  French  original  goes  on  9488  verses  fm 
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jbsUuitUIIy  the  ume  meaning,  suf  not  inclinJcd  ii 
KF  Ihe  //«!  ^htmc,  L  the  Lrgtmlt  t/Cti-/ 


I  Glossary,  which  it 
I  fcur  wonls  of  ci 


ftom  that  in  ihe  Everaky  ^ilion  o(  (he  CaHltriury  Tola, 
Efenncu  the  Ittien  A-1  denote  the  vuioui  Kclioni  Of  Ihe 

■      ■       ■      "1.  At.Dilkif/' 

PF  Ihe  ParS- 


^Ut 


■n«  I 


AbSTMl,  Abafnclial,  Abajit,  /./.  nbuhed. 
AbkTed.  Ahavsil.  /./.  abuhnl,  conrouitded. 


AUflin,j*- /ru;  civing  power  to^ 
AbMmoBi.  A  wuhinn.  G  80 
AbDOd,  j^.  Hhiding,  deUy.  A  965 ;  . 


Ahrayde,    j/;  AbrsjIU 
■irBBBS.T..  ahridgc.    A 

Abroeha,' 


AdTsrienos, 

AdTOCUyM. 


!.     T«tB.,  RJS64 
»*.  ironilone,  A  1990 ; 

ixi;  Adawed,  /./.  E 


:  ■P.469 

11158,  tlSJl 


w,  //.  I  Aflnn,  V.  kflyisl 
'  Afne,  o^.  finall 
:  Afbnw 


illy.    KjC 


Afinmda,  f 


Aicnmaa,  v,  pen^h. 
AIt«r>Ula(.  odK.  sfti 
Agajn.  Amni,  jt-i, 

presence  of     B  301,  A  1™,  < 

AKBymrard,  o^.  back.    B  44 


Rtttme-ndi  91 

1..    T»»< 

tid,  iigBJul,  i 


AatreggaUi.'  c.  /-rj.  aggravaiH.     B  1475 

AgGUn,  V.  offend.     L435 

Aco,  Agon,  /./.  denuied,  E  1764 ;  put,  C  146 

AgTM,  V.  plnw.     ■f  1  ,09 

Agllsf,  aJv.  H>rrD»fu11y.      B  4o9j 

AfT7M,  V.  be  horrified,  ihuddec  al.      D  614. 

Asraai,AgTOU./rTl.  ofAfTTM.     L  Cjo,  1314 
Agrotoyd,  >,/.  uifeited.    L 1454 
ASnlw,  it.  necdlcK^ue.    R  98 


AlMUte,  at.  boarbouaili.     Amfi 
Alan*,  li.  >Uoy>.   E  116; 
AI-U7,  aJe.  CODIlniulLy.     B  itoi 

-Udw-,  tnfix,  of  all :  Onre  aldtr,  ot 

69*' 
UmBt,  adj,  wntchdl.   B  1411 
AleiWW.  i^.  pole  bHring  slehmw  hi 
AJoTA  '^-  flii»r     n  ■-'■■ 
Alqv.(J 


— ,  — f.  b"!^.  (BL  iili)ud  , ,„. 

Ann,Hn./br.  ofAL  Kiiy 
All-mta,  ade.  iiUiRly.  R  tjfi 
Allow*,  p.  fra.  *|>pnivt.     F  6t« 

t,.*,;/.lm«id-lr«t     R.36, 


,  a.  fi. 


AIDH,  V.  praUr.  T'  1 


-AK]a  or  pnndleU   oT 
■oiutn>1»>K-  Asiil" 

AlOMd,/./.  RijM 


AllWk.  ads.  alio.    A  laCj 

Althar-,  m/Cr,  ofiiU 

AltinOa,  ii.  ibc  devUioD  of  ■  uu.  etc.,  above 

ihcbonion.    Ai.  L  H  I,  ij 
Alio-,  iHlBuint  trtfii,  E.g.  AltoBUtre./nf. 

cuiinpiecs.    fiii;a 


-.M  other  niuil.    G  ^^ 

Amanmaa,/./.  ainliuibed.     Bo.  iii 
AoUQsd,  /->.  duDUysd.     T'  &11 
Aiiitiacai,^.>£  dunlin.    1*891 
Anbai  M,  botb  >«,  doubJc  ice.    R 
'"'^'■"~'  "A  ouy-pdCBd  borte. 


""S.ffV'  "'■    1- 1799 


Angry,  arf/.  giitvum.     R  i4j3 
AngnyucitaDi,   iagwjmtnm.   wT' 

Anlantlusd,  >./t  uuiiluluaL     B  u  - 
AMtSI.  .ft.  (0  iKhor,   R  3j»d;   (,i" 


Anon-iUbt,  lufr.  rorthwiiK.     I.  tij 
Annoiue.  o.^,;  >/.  traublagnc.    I  7 
ADttphmur,  r#.  booker  ■ubsiH.    t-.- 
AaiSt,  t«.  uiviL    BLii&t 
Aanmuant,  >».  ndatnineia.     ■  411 
ApvBd,  /./.   plcued,  eeanMcl      t 

Apaluo,  frri.  fl.  apjpcuc     T*  » 
Apallsd.    .TnApp^lM 
ApBiuiBM.  ift.  appnonoe.     L  tj^i 
ApMaed,  t-f-  poHoI  iHir.     Be.  jf, 
Apeyrsn,  f,  impuf,  dcpnflu*.     (  tc^ " 
Apttrt,  tffV'  op*",  fnok.     [>  1114 
Apertoiftnt,  ifa(r'  belangini  ».     Fi:.  - 
Aptrtaowi,  V.  brlooi  iol    Tfio 
ApartlT,  •.*..  opulr,  dourly.     1  ^4 
ApUcsl,  /./.  uimoHd.     AJij 
A-payui,  aA>.  cunlr-    T*  ifiKi 
Apolllts,  rrj&i  P,  Buk*  UT  oih'i  bIii.' 
AppHlBd,/./.  nuule  pile  SI  fceblc.     : 

AppanUls.  li.  appanl.  ^SC  isj 
AppuulUimniU,  j*.  fl.  (inqoUf,  i 
Appuuillan,  T'.  prepaR.  B  «» 
AppeUM,  <*.  dsiic,  iDU.  A  >6Sa.  L 
AppeUIaUi./n'..  i.iRk,.  L  isSj 
App01Ba./>Ty.  uuniiiecL  G  ^, 
ApprBTwl.  /./.  upproYed,  ctnAnBn! 

Approprod.  /-/.  oppropriued,  pcculi^^r  ' 

■V.ky,  >   ijf]''*  AnMd.  u 

°■M^  CTwboviHn.     S  uoS 
ATahknBBall. .}.  titnouw.     K  Qti 
Ardonnt.  st/.  hiIedI,  bsnlna.     thi.  iwi 
Ai«da,  r'.  inicrpRi.    BL  1B9 
AruoDoth,  /w.  cannovetU.    R  fi»a 
ATMt,  f^.    Sii  AlTMt 
Ap»H»  r.  accouDi,  uuiUiM,  A  Trf>  K  U 
ArelUd,  A  ijjfl 

AlIoUlo,  sb.  crudi  uiur  madt  bpn  a-ci 

wint.     G  81] 
Argumenb.  i^.  >£  niln  do  obich  r . 

qUBnlitkO  depend  in  MrmoQiy,     T  -. : 
Arrght.  etJv-  exacUv.    A  >6t 
Al^,/Tfi.  nHMb.    Bt«} 
ATllt,  i'',  u-r.ini.     Al  i!.  I  lal—r.! 
Aryia,., 
Atyved. 

ArniTpotanta,  #i_,. ^...^  __ 

ArmonyB,  1^.  ixnaarn.    TP  A) 


Aqaeyatanniw.  i«.  ac 


ArbluUnC- 
ATahknBBall. 


(EUh 


H*. 


GLOSSARY 


I,  adv.  at  large.    HF^  33 
adv.  in  a  row.    L  554 
rb.  socket  of  a  spear.     A  260a 
sb.  restraint,  delay.    L  307,  896 
;e,  sb.  disembarking.     HF*  223 
Ik,  sb.  arithmetic.    A  1898 
.  constrain.    T^  ^88 
idj.  arctic.    As.  1.  |  14 
at  thou.    A  1 141 
b.  pi.  arrows.    A  107 
,,  pre 5.  pi.  escape.     Bo.  1361 
e,  adr\  as  though,  forsooth.     G  838 
nt,  sb.  planetary  influence.    A  417  ;  see 

I  4  [151-X65I 

i.  shout.    1^6u 

b.  pi.  ashes.    A  1364 

V.  abate,  A  3553 ;  Allaked,  A  X760 

%dv.  aside,  crossly.     R  4464 

aspen  tree.    A  2921,  PF  180 
I,  so.  pi.  planetary  relations.    T^  68a 
V.  espy.    T^  649 

dj.  rough^  bitter.    An.  23,  Bo.  590 
SSe,  sb.  bitterness.     Bo.  1370 
I,  sb.  pi.^  assaults.     I  729 
K  experiment.     L  9 
p.  assay,  try.     Bl.  346 
,  A/,  besieged.    A  881 
rr.  agreement,  plot.     C  758,  L  1547 

V.  agp-ee  to.     A  371 

adv.  enough;  Inka  asfeth,  satisfy, 

dJ.  sprinkled  with  ashes.    A  2883 
b.  assize.    A  314 

,  V.  absolve,   C  939 ;   discharge,   Bo. 
esolve.  Bo.  1677 

S,  sb.  absolution.     A  661 
.  assurance.     An.  331 
b.  estate.     R  6856 

V.  start  away,  escape,   A  1595 ;  A* 
ksterted,  p.p.  A  1592,  B  437 
L,  /./.  astonished.     HF^  41,  A  2361 
{6,  sb.  astonishment.     Bo.  55 
,  /./.  stored,  provided.     A  609 
6,  sb.  astronomy.    A  3451 
.  blue.    An.  330 
I,/./,  daaed.    HF«4t 
prep,  after.     £  1021,  F  302 
,  overtake.     G  550 
tdv.  at  once.    A  407^ 
^.  adverse  planetary  influence.     B  305 
V.   attain.   Mars    x6i  ;    Ateyxit,  /./. 
1,  comprenended,  Bo.  275 
anoe,  sb.  temperament.    Bo.  Z406 
,  adj.  temperate.     L  128,  Z483,  B  3177 

I,  V.  vex.     T»  878 
attire.     I  430,  Tl  x8i 
V.  together.     E  437 
kttonei^  adv.  at  once.     L  102 

V.  outwit,  surpass  in  advice.    A  3449 

,  V.  outrun.    A  2449 

,p.p.  broached.    B  4008 

he.     A  125,  R  4x92 

9.    See  Aiempre 

mit,  sb.  adamant.    A  1305 

b.  attire.    R  37x8 

II,  sb.  contrition.    T^  557 
fj.  venomous.     I  583 

Atwlzen,  adv.  between.     As.  ii.  I  5 

•8  886 

)i  adv*  apart    A  3589 


Auotoritae,  x^.  authority,  especially  of  an  es- 
teemed writer.     R  3394 
Auctour,  sb.  author.     L.  ^70 
Augrym,  sb.  arithmetical  notation,  As.  i.  |  8 ; 
Augrym  stones,  arithmetical  counters,  A  3210 
Aumoni,  v.  augment.     R  5597 
Aunffelyke,  adv.  angel-like.     L  236 
Aan&ea,  pret.  adventured.     A  4205 
AuntroiU,  adj.  adventurous.     A  2099 
Autentyke,  adj.  authentic.     Bl.  1085 
Auter,  sb.  altar.     A  loog 
Avale,  V.  fall,  TS  626  ;  doff",  A  3122;  descend. 

Bo.  XS58 
Avaunoe,  v.  profit.    A  246 
Avaunt,  adv.  forward.     R  4790 
Avaiint,  sb.  boast,  bold  statement.     TS  289,  A 

227 
Avauntonr,  sb.  boaster.    B  4107 
Avenaunt,  adj.  comely,  suitable.     R  1263,  3^79 
Ayentaille,  sb.  helmet's  front.     E  1204 
Aventounras,  adj.  accidental.     Bo.  248 
Avontnre,  sb.  adventure,  chance.    A  1160,  844 
Avys,  sb.  deliberation.     A  786,  T^  453 
ATyse,  pres.  observe,  look  to.     E  1988 
Avvsomont,  sb.  deliberation.     T^  936 
Avlsloiin,  sb.  vision.     Bl.  285 
Avowtrle,  sb.  adultery.     B  2220 
Await,   sb.    watch,   H    149;    delay,    T3    5B0; 


Awaytes,  ambu.shes,  strategies.  Bo.  J78 
.waytour,  sb.  one  who  li< 
Awen,  adj.  awn.    A  4230 


00.  770 
.    Bo.  X 


306 


Awmenore,  Awmere,  sb.  alms -bag.     R  3087, 

2271 
Awreke,  v.  avenge,  Pile  zx ;  Awroken,  p.p, 

A  3752 
AXB,  pres.  ask.^  A  X739 
Ax3nig,  sb.  asking,  question.    A  1826,  Bl.  33 
Ay,  adv.  always.  ^  A  63 
Ayeins,  Pre^.  agadnst.     L  330 
Ayeynward,  adr:  on  the  other  hand.     T^  1027 
Asimutes,  sb.  pi.  divisions  of  an  astrolabe.    As. 

».  §19 

Ba,  imperat.  kiss.     A  3709 

Baar,  pret.  bare.     A  1 180 

Babewynnes,  sb.pl.  (baboons)  grotesques.  HF^ 

99 
BaohelryOt  sb.  the  bachelors.    E  270 

Bag^tll, /rrj.  squints.     Bl.  622 

Bftggyngly,  adv.  squintingly.     R.  292 

BaO&e,  sb.  Jurisdiction,  R.  4217  ;  BlOly,  bailiflf, 

R6331 
Baiten,  v.  feed.     B  466,  Tl  193 
Bak,  sb.  backcloth.     G  881  (van) 
Balaunoe,  sb. ;  In  balaunoe,  at  hazard,  in  un* 

certainty.     G  6ix,  R  4667 
Bale,  j^.  harm.     Bl.  534 
Balkes.  sb.  pi.  beams.    A  3626 
Balled,  adj.  bald.     A  198 
Banes,  sb.pl.  bones.     A  4073 
Bar,  pret.  bare ;  Bar  on  honde,  accused,  Ti  2x54, 

An.  158 
Barbe,  sb.  a  kind  of  veil.    T^  no 
Barbour,  sb.  barber-surgeon.    A  3035 
Barbre,  adj.  barbarous.     A  281 
Bareyne,  adj.  barren.     A  1244 
Barel,  sb.  barrel.     B  3083 
Bargeyn,  sb.  strife.    R  2551 
Barm,  sb.  bosom.     F  63X 

Barm-cAootb,  s6.  ^vtoik,    K.  '^•&'>jbk 
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Bum,  ib.pl.  trosB-slripn. 
BuTTHsa.  ij.  err  -  -     -'- '- - 
Smaiuoiik,  i».  I» 
Bktainsd,/^,  b 


Llcmciilld,  il 


BandT.  B^r'.  diriy.    G  eij 

BBonani,  ih.  cwtrat.   R 1161 

%  1*,  laldrkk,  bell.    . 


Buud,  i3,  pravertdil  name  leu  i  bar 

B^   Sti-iaVk 

Be.  /«■/.  by,  _  Bl.  ijje 

BMbM*,  a  bcauly.    A  1036 

Becban,  aJt;  nadeoTbeecli.    G  iiCd 

BWIa,  Baodi,  p.  otrei.    T'  iS;,  U  loC 

BMiBaa,'a^y,  bedridden.'^B  ta^ 
Boala,  lUfT'  g<>od,  fins.     B  ijn 
BMn.p,  lobe.    A(u:>nri.//.  B  ii 


Btowton.  ,.  (b^iiir  .mun)  We^"-    A  ■ 
BcEotath,  pra.  prombH.     Rl.  br> 
Bakk*a./n<.  nodded.    T*  iita 

Sils,^-.lUr.     I^iBS 
Balmth,  Mu.  beltowi     H  F<  70J 

flEi(^  tUk^  naked.     E  j  ;.'" 

BSBd,  A.  Mnp.    R  icM 

Bsadns*.  ij.  ilant^iinplne.  I  417 
BsnMldlit.  B«nMUM,  bios  ye.     ii  ^x■,,>. 

,iB 

Bante,  r5.  Jtd.  grusy  ilope,  A  19B1 
Bi'STmsn,  »,  lake  any.  Bo.  iiBi 
Bard,  i#.  beard,  A  311  \  Moks  k  berd,  oui 

A  4i>9ii :  »  BerdM.  deeel»,  >IF>  iBi 
Ban.  a.  (0  bear.  A  16401  (•>  bier,  Piu  i 

(Si  pilkivr.UK.  Bl.  >u :  pUlow.  T<  ifijB 
Ban,  V-  bear,  carry.    B  3564 
Bara  on  hand,  airciue  bliely,  D  393;  cl 


Baim«.i«.  yeuL  I 
Bama,  tt.  Jal,  bun 
Bwkant-vigAt,  wt 

Baaaja,  /./.  beaeen. 

BMt,  li.  bean,    A  1 

Bat,  adj.  ami.  beti 

bat,  goqukkly,  L 


Bara,  p.  buy.  C 
Blbbad,>.#.  dmr 
B|.bMils.  f./.  b 


s.  //.  blsodled.    A  n 

BfOaaGSr*.*.  fa 
BtddTnEa,.'  - 


ed."^"Ji 
^.  pnying.     Gil 


Bysmi,  it./l.  J-igainr*.     R  « 
BROon./-/.  begone,  clgilwd.    I 
Buaalt.  jd.  proBiue.    B  41 
Bibau.  BlluiM,  p.  pnHBve.     A 
BlhlgHt,/^  ptfnniaid 
Mbora.  a.  prsfit.     R  109* 
HtiOTalT,  a4f.  adnnlacioBi.    1 
M3»pa4,/./.trick«l.    A  .5*5 
Blbunra.  r.  conbaa.    A  ijsS 
BUdara,  li  for  «,&;  boiUer.     PI 


^nymatlL,  /ru.  tAket  awsy  In^      I 
MHkan./m.M.  bcaccch.     A  913 
Blnmutt,  it.  ■boBtcaEB.     A  ^tx 
BUatte,  /rrl.  oaplond.     A  in 
Btuya,  >>.  beHen;  Troto  iMhti-; 
oriinilltiidOiippamwa.    k  «&v  - 

Bi.ih*t,  /.^  ^Di  up.   "n  eot 

nnnataiM,  >.>.  tcaled.    A  j* 
./.  beaieid.     B443 


t,  bidjelh 


BItymaa,  obA-.  betiioet, 
BItit,  betidetb.     l-t  ,t 
Biton,  'i.  hiiicm.     b  VTi 
BItrkyied,  BttranhaO. /^.  bsi 

Bltrent,  /> 


BlBkabsryed.  eoan   >. 

^hcicUicy-UI.  C,o4 
Blaked,  /,/.  blaf  k erwd- 
Blincbo,  .i^'  wbiie.    T> 

Blarna.  t^  Uim.    R  act 

BlajTila,/«f.likr-'-'^ 

Btamaaiehad. /^ 

Blsudltb,  «•«.  Ut 

Blaia,  I',  blind.     A  jug 

Blava,  p.  lenaiD.    Taeii  .. 

Blyiuia,  e>.  cejiat.    Giirt.lLes«ij 

Blrra,  o*..  qulek^.    /  -'-  ■ 

BID,  -ut/.  blue.     HF^  s; 

Blomai,  i4,  /£  bkieva 

BIoiW7iice.Aj^pi 


Inlmd.     ^n 


Z&S^t. 


«."-££] 


ling.    BftfS? 
Boolwr.  ti.  bulcbir.    A  ho^ 
BDda,  ij.  delay.    An.  ■■■> 
Boden.  /./.  Udden.     L  M 
Smi.  ftrt.  it  bcbovo.     A  aca* 
BoTddan.  iJ.  bodUs,  d>«^     I 
Boyala,  1^  bu.    C  u;  ._ 

Bontaoi,  ^'.  roocn-  R  »■  I 
BobllE.  fiTbuclder.  A  MI,  m»m 
Bokat,  it.  bucket.     A  lan  ■ 

Bolu,  •».  bullaa.     R  iiE 
BolM,(^.>£  built    Asm 
Bon.  o.^'.  good.     HF^JM 
Bona,  A  prayer.     BL  au 
Boola,  if.  aflnngnu  oitb.    O  M 
Boon.  I*,  bone.    A  — ■ 
Boot,  1^.  bou.    A 
BoDI,  I*,  boss.     A 
Booit,  Botta,  i^.  B 
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t,  bit.     B  379X 

boat.    £  Z434 

,  remedy.    A  424 

,  borax.    A  630 

(i)  a  table,  A  5a ;  (a)  ship's  side,  A 

sb.  pi,  brothels.    I  885 

B,  tb,  pi.  keepers  of  brothels.    R  7034 

Orel,  adj,  coarse,  common.    6  3145, 

F716 

Vret.  barked.    Bo.  xq6 
frts.  burnishes.    T^  3a7 
^  pledge,  surety.    A  zdaa,  B  3995 
sh.  buzzard.    R  4033 
>>«  Boost 
remedy ;  (a)  boat.    .S*^^  Boot 

bottle.    H  141 
^.  butler.     HFS  84 
-en,  of  both.    T*  168 
\b.  bud.    R  3960 
h.  bottom.    G  1331 
xb.  bud.     R  172X 

body.    A  2746 
V/Bown 

d>,  goodness.    B  1656 
^rts.  jest,  C  778 ;  Boorddd,  /./.  jested, 

}b,  dot.  iest.     H  8z 

b.  gen.  bedchamber.    A  3677 

iXU,  sb.  pi.  sodomites.     R  7032 

S.  pi.  boughs.    A  164a 

V.  ready.     F  1503 

0.  arm>guard.    A  iix 

ii.  broad.     R  4aoo 

9.  ale  and  mead.    A  3361 

./.  started.    An.  124 

Uf.  restless  turn,  L  iz66;  At  a  braid, 

ately,  R  X366 

'/.  broke 

tt.  burst 

cloak.    G  81X 

%dj.    See  Bretftd 

b.  muscle,  A  546 ;  pi.  A  3135 

.  roast  meat.     HI*^  133 

.  breadth.    A  38X  i 

/.  start,  awake.    A  4383 

break.    A  551 
r^.  flaw.     Bl.  9|9 
dj.  fierce,  T^  184 ;  adv.  A  1699 
bran.    A  4053 

9.  bum,  B  XIX  ;  p.p.  brent,  brend,  R 

go,  sb.  burning.    A  996 

5.  //.  briars.     K  3006 

V.  bunt.    A  X080 

BratAll,  adj.  full  to  the  brim.    A  687, 

ij.  brief.     R  3350 

steal,  cheat.     A  44x7,  D  1378 
IfSb.pL  rascalities.    A  1367 
bird.    A  3805 
'.  quarrel.     B  3870 
^.bright    ^^Cx8i 

trap.    B  3580 

sb.  brokery,  jobbery.    A  3375 
b.  brooch.    Mars  345 
ij.  broad.    A  730 
p.p.  braided.    A  1049 
go,  p.  pres.  warbling.    A  3177 
tb.  pi.  Droom  bushes.    H F«  X36 


unstable.     L  1885, 


Brondoi,  sb.  pi.  brands,  torches.    A  2338 
Brood,  adj.  broad.    A  (40 
Brotel,  Bmtel,  adj.  brittle, 

2556,  Bo.  42 X 
Broiuce,  v.  enjoy,  use.  ^  B  4490,  L  194 
Browdynge,  sb.  embroidery.    A  2498 
Browken.    See  Bronke 
BmitlOS,  sb.  pi.  bristles.    A  556 
BmteL    SeeatotAl 
Bokko,  sb.  buck  ;  Blowtlie  bukkoi  horn,  have 

trouble  for  nothing.    A  3387 
Bnlte,  V.  sift.    B  4430 
Bnlte,  pret.  built.    A  X548 
Bnrdoni,  sb.  pi.  burdens.     R  6908 
Bnrdonn,  sb.  (x)  bass,  A  673;  (2)  cudgel,  R 

3401 
Bur^    See  Borol 

Burned,  /./.  burnished.    A  1983 

Burnet,  adj.  of  brown  material,  R  336;  Bur« 

nettet,  ^1.  dresses  of  brown,  R  4756 
Bulk,  sb,  bush.    A  3013,  R  54 
But-11^  conj.  unless.    A  35X 
Buxom,  €tdj.  obedient.     B  1433 
By,  prep,  concerning.     L  371 
Bj  and  by,  adv.  side  by  siae,  in  order.    A  xoxx, 

L304 
Byle.  sb.  beak.     B  4051 

Byni,  bindeth.    Mars  47 

Bytrasf bed,  /./.  betrayed.     R  3910 

Oaas.    Sec  Gas 

Oav^rvei,  sb.  pi.  wretches.    A  934 

Ouoenlng,  sb.  calcination.     G  771 

Galoulinge,  sb.  reckoning.    Tl  71 

CalewelB,  sb.  pi.  pears.     R  7043 

Oalkuler,  sb.  the  pointer  of  an  astrolabe 

OaUe,  sb.   head-dreu.      D   1018,   "H  775;   cp. 

HOWTO 
Gam,  pret.  came.     A  547 
Oamallle,  sb.  camel.     E  X196 
GamUM,  adj.  flat.     A  3934 
Oanel-bOOn,  ^^.  collar-bone.     BI.  942 
Oanell,  sb.  cinnamon.     R  1370 
Oanevas.  sb.  canvas 

Ganker-dort,  sb.  state  of  suffering.    T3  1753 
Oantel,  sb.  portion.    A  ^oo8 
Gape.  pres.  pi.  gape.     T*  1 133 
Gapliayn,  sb.  captain.     B  3741. 
Gapnl,  sb.  palfrey.     A  4088 
Gardyiiaole,  sb.  heart-disease.     C  313 
Gareyne,  sb.  carcase,  B  3814 ;  corpse,  A  3013 
Garf,  ptxt.  carved.    A  100 
Garlage,  sb.  toll,  tax.    R  21,  I  752,  Bo.  xi8 
Garl,  sb.  churi.    A  545 
GarmOB,  sb.  pi.  Carmelites.     R  7460 
Carpe,  v.  chatter.    A  104 
Garryk,  sb.  ship  of  burden.     D  1688 
Gas,  sb.  case,  quiver.    A  2080 
Gas,  sb.  case,  fortune,  A  141X  ;  chance,  A  844; 

Gaas,  //.  law-cases,  A  333 
Gaste, /rr/.  devised,  B  406;  reckoned,  A  2172 
Gastes,  sb.  pi.  contrivances.     A  2468 
Gatel,  sb.  chattels.     A  373 
Gelebrable,  adf.  famous.    Bo.  820 
Gelle,  sb.  (i)  cellar,  A  3823  ;  (3)  religious  house, 

A  172  ;  (^)  brain,  B  3x63 
Genvtb,  s6.  zenith.    As.  i.  |  x8 
Geptre,  sb.  sceptre.     B  3563 
Gered,  >./.  sealed.    G  808 
Gerial  OOJC,  sb.  holm  oak.     A  3290 
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luitliy,  a  776 1  (3)  In  (MrWJn,  ce 
MB,  if.  while  Jud.     A  tyi 


ax,  it.  a 


A..38 


ObaStn,  it.  inuclivii 

duUDnOTe.  OtulBOIldlS,  li.  »rt  ar  la! 

OhAlDlu,  if.  coverlf^ri  Tram  Chalsn! 
CtaUSbBTOrS,  il.  maid-SRvanl.     ¥. 

Chompu'tls,  li 


OkHlU.  li  ilnfe.     I  lit 

01«t  i'lUtr/.  thick.     Bl. 
Ohsklun.  I '    ' 
OuUnndn 

OlIMM,  16-  purduae,  boigain,  cheojmcu.     H  F 

OunM,  tS.  deainsH.     R  jjit 
OhMta,  iS.  coffin.    E  ig 
ObSTUM,/./.  ihivered.     K  1733 
akerauU*,  ^.  colbr.     K  tait 

OboTTiunBD*,  li.  barrowiDC.     B  isjg,  A  381 
OhlOba,  ai/j.  tKnimnnioui.     R  ttig 
OhldarUM,  OMdMMro,  li.  scold.     R  4366,  E 

Obiwion,  it.  afftf Lign,  F  aBj :  dcwobA,  11 1(94 
OhlM,  li.  chick.     R  sit 
DUknM,  A.  il.  chicluDi.     A  }ta 
OhnrUlTa,  a.  pDciut  aimdiil.    B  ■»£ 
Olijmli*.  .    .  - 

OhniCHl 

OUnnga.d.  *^.  w 
OBlidM.  jAI  chuidi.    ..  ._ 
OUnib*.b«rw,  >».>':  churchyinls. 
Oblrksth,/iri.  iwiiien.    D  iSa* 
OhlTlir>S>  1^-  munnoriiiE.     A  3004 
CIUt.chiacih.    G911 
OUUraa. /ni.  chiller.    C  139; 
OUTMhIa,  i^  eiiTEdilion.    A  M 
OtSJt,  a.  dinice.     B  1173 

atU*,  li.  Mr^esd  i^^ 


Olamra,  n.  (1 
tf  96s,  E  ,» 


OloUlsBt,  i4.  burd^k.Jaftl  jjt 
Qolherad,  >,>.  doticd.    A  »«( 


OUwa,  T>.  tub.  uasuh.     A  4]9«,  D  9. 
Olspsd, /./,  chUbL     a  III 
OlKSUIUk,  i^.  cboriswr.      D  l«S 
GlargUl.  o^/.  deikJy.    G  ;s) 
GlaK,  <^  nioliii.     A  Its 
t!MV,fn:l.  clawed,  rnbbtd.      HPfii 
OUne,  ih  cmaiy.    Bo.  1496 
OtTkBt.  li.  Ixich-key.     E  1046 
OuppaUi. /id.  hugs.     E  141J 
OUpil,  o^/  ecJimad,  abtcxrc-     K  1j.; 
OlfTan,  /rri.  pL  cl«m.     Bs.  yjd 
rajTaa,  1*.  i»/.  ciaik.     L  1470 
(njTyilg,  /-/iw-  clesving,     Bb  ■■'. 
OloyitarsT,  ib.  monk.    A  ts« 
Olom.  ill.  nuib.    A  jSjI 
Oloa,  OlDoa,  ailj.  vcru    T*  ijm.  K  ' 

''J'.encii™        "  '"""  ' 

«■>.>.  done. 

Olcnrea,  li.  fl  cbwt. 
Ood.  rf.  big,  C  SM 
OotSdrad.  /-A  oxird'aattA. 

cSlini,  !rj.  //.  tuticlei.  C% 
OokouT,  >«.  mlUuiiii.  A  4H 
OokairoU,  1^.  cuduliL  A  jr^ 
Ookkoir,  i#.  cBckoik  A  nja 
Colblak,  o^r.  eeal-blult.  Ai 
Oolite,  I'-  graw  mU.  B  In^  L 
Oolared,  >./.  collind.  A  iisi 
Ool-Ibx,  1*.  brani-fox.  B  4«k 
Oallaoionn,  s(.  oinlsRnce,  Ear 

Bo.  iBe> 
OollMit,  ik  table  of  plunetuv  ■ 
Oolonra,  iK  fl.  anwnenu  oTM* 
OolpDDi,  li.  fl.  diRdi.    A  fog 
OoInmtiTii.  lutr.  don-like.    Kai, 
DdItbi,  li.  dovi.     L  iHg 
Oombra-va^  lA  luelak  OHl 
Oombuat,  p.fi.  bunu  up.     IV  n 
Ooma.  lA  ciuiiiiig.     R  t6i« 
.....  ^  ^„^ 


Oompotsnt,  ml/,  kltni^bly.  B 
Compownad,  /./■  compond.  m 
OampiabaBdM,  f.f.  inaumd  HI 

Oomnnte.  j/    '■       ~ 
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OrowMt,  I*,  cwontt.    R  3103 

.  rEllgw-IoSier.     I  760 

OmllB  aJJ.  fl.  curly.     A  Bi 

CnimrUU*,  i«.  /£  Aulu  fac  diiiillbig,    G  794 

Oulpe-rf-guU..    1536 

rat    Rs»o* 

Cura,  J*.  Q.™,  l.«pS,e.    Be.  ,« 
OadMltas,  ij.  fuiidiouinui.    1  B19 

suiuhty.     B^» 

-.y.    Ess 

Ouironn,  5^.//.  runn««.    HF'ioja 

Asm 

KKrrfc-— ■  »•»• 

.i&i 

Ei.m'^.'^sBs 

Dat,ji.  fool.     A410II 

«!».      A.. 

EEiJ"I„. 

gsj-ii-?  hv 

Qui,  J*.    J^i  DkBn 

^y.f.i^'Ar.% 

IHire,  I',  dui.    U  1194 
Darksth.  ft,},  hides.    L  SiA 

diq.,    Burf 

Ln3„. 

ssi'iiiS?-A';,'',.'s„. 

Dftuaos,  rf.  d^tt,  E«n.t.    A  „6 

r.  co^^g,  dcini^B      R,3, 

DaiuiBoroui,  a,//.  difEcnli,  h«d  to  pl«M.    A 

'T^SjJi^nSu],  A.,6, 

Da^'wn!"'subdi,t     Bo.  ,43 

DlH[(.l,J*./;.d>yj.     F..Bo,R=B33 
Da«BUi,/™i.  da»nj.    A  iM 

J  countM-tally.    E1190 

^DC^%-l6eo 

Dawlns,  «».  dawn.    T<  146S 

D«b»W,r.dob«.lt,oppo«.    F»iB,T4.6* 
Deboiulrto,  j«.  m^nlcii:    Bl.  ^j 

^™rS:'i.'-«'.„, 

WbonBilr,  bA.- e=,uy.    TJ.>^ 

Deooprt,/.A>lit.    RB4J 

fS.'S-.SI 

D«a,>>.d=«i..Aw. 

IHdnjl,  J*.  d»  gti.    A  1.77 

ividtn?"  R  4».3 

DaBf,*i.  d«r    A, 46 

Dllr,     KFI^^g 

Deal,  >t.  pon,  «bit.    A  41, 

DseniBn,  H.  radge.    8304; 
DflM,  i^  *iSJ  .SimaU 

»  of  monk*.    B  t337 

£imJ.«&.     A. 53 

DOBTB,  Wr-.  d^rly.    A  3.00 

r.eop.    HFi>64^ 

bSK^"au,g.''R  3,»,  A  to, 

saii;;f.'£.„nai',.  „.,.,,.. 

W    R.374 

DeftniH.  r.  (0  .-,/«'.  defdid,  ABC  1;;  (•) 

tHuJiiiig.     AsB34 

gihoarsdy.    E.asQ 

"t"                          .« 

Dslat,  >./.  eQfHbled.    T9  6iS 

3;B™Td=bi!'^'«C6. 

mdit,  11  MTS:  creaaceJ././. 

DafnUoim,  i*.  diffoHDoik    T3  j^S 

.»af.„ 

Degm,  J*.  renW,  A  t  iM ;  *^  siep^  A  1S90 

ico.      A4QJ. 

T*  US8 

DBys,  4*.  diity-woman.     B  4°j6 

DsplBd.  f»r/.  diiETicd 

lUge  of  St.  Chrislopher  Wdin 

spTrSTrr-  *»■ 

yicfc.A^?" 

mu.    T»  ij,  A  1J3J 

s»'?is''ft„"" 

WljnmT^lj.  uiivt.   A  g. 

dbk,"d'...7;   OCOtteW,;!/. 

DBm«,E.judgo,Baii9;.0?""*J>.'»/".  Ai3S3 

.  A4.SS 

govern,  HF*4ji 

DnaaBa.  t'.  endun.    R  ;>iS 
OvfX**,    c.    disliniuull,    T*  4d 
KpBiaic,  A  iiu^  DtfmttaA,f 

DepijnWd,  /./.  ^cihcihI.   a  id 

Dq>pu,  drfr/.  wm*  mon  d«ply. 
Den.  c.  harm.     F  uo,  A  itn 
IwnwarUi,  Dumitb.  m/j,  pccc 


SaacuiinilTB,  p.  itnodcr.    G_W3 
Damrn,  i'.  dcKriU,    Srt  EUrayva 
D«HM,  I/.  duiWMeu.    K  jojS 
DBMniUnd,   >■>■    de^urcd.      Cimifi.    i 

DailaTee,  itdj-  unbridled.     1  tag 
IMMTdaTBM,  aiij-  inordituiw.     I  SiS 
Dannllllkt,  aJj.  dlsordcdy.     I  41} 
DMpanW.  ii.  eipouliiaiE,     A  ijr3 
IMqtttani,  aM.  usmraL    A  ii£ 
DaR>7.  («.  dinim]',  conCiuian.     1  (37 
Otttfjal,  adi,  fEted.    Bo.  mGj 
IM«B«iu,  DUtrajBe,  e.  vci,  comtraiu. 
F  Bx,  A  MiS,  tBlB,  Bo-  S>3.  Pf  J37 

Darykimt,  o^.  divtrgenl,     K  iTSt 
temiML  /./.  bimiihed. 
DsTOir,  I*,  dui"     ■  -■- 


Dlgne,  4l(/-  wDnby,  A  141 ;  bau^hty,  fcpellait, 
n  S'7-  19^4;  .MgnoUoll,  adv.  haughlily,  'P 

DllatMllDIUl,  >1.  mlaiceinsiit.    B  >)> 
DlmTaaiMci,  v.  bipd«r.    T*  ji  i 
DlMTeatniB,  j&  mi>clua«.    T'ki 


DinUiudiad,  f[f.  1I 


^iivn,  *rit.  fl,  diurrcT-     Bo.  1. 

JVM,  DlaOTWB.  ni»kijT«,  u 

Rl8o3,  is3).BL9.i 
™ ■.    M  (4° 


OMarnt,  i«.  dUcnno,  d 

B16B1,  Aioei,  L1611 
0Ub«1,  it.  «it  d>y.    BL  I 


,  . .  —Sliiwuith. 

DUtynprad,  t-f-  diuineuidiB 

DUtaVn*.  ifcDMViTnB 
DlItsIBI,  V.  lum  uide.  T>  7- 
INIO,  #^.  viDf,  paem,  dory,  f 
I]Mlllrtra.lii.^riHr.  A>ei. 
MnullM,  ■«.>/.  diyinji(i«». 
DMOmm,  f«.  lOR^ma.  A  rji 
tMUM,f./ru.iidiig.    Knot 


Ux  1, 


DolT«l,jl.^.  bniKd. 


<b.     Rnvo 


DTOdalBC  aA.  undonbuillT.      "" 
DtHUol,  E— ^>    - 


Bdfal,  DradaroL  m^^  (i>  ik 
B)nl«,  /nr.  drowna],  19.  fi 


DraTiit.  ff-  drowned.    A  jsis 
Dnnehtn,  n.  di     -     " 
DrenohTiis, 


.".3* 


rf.  pttvimir.  Sit  awr. 

[mr  duU.     k  ,7»i 
Jug.     Bo-  .Gn         ._     _ 


, /^  lacnwd^l^J 


E<ib«1."G(iUi 
Eohynnyi,  n 


En-wmsi.  oiA'.  loeB  agilo.  T*>4 
Egal.  a.C..  iqiuL  1^  i]i,  Du.  jn 
BgUlttB.  Bgaljta,  lA.  cqinlhy,  ■ 

Bgge,  iri-  edRt  _  T<  ftj.  Ftrmtr  •<«»■ 
Egra,  i.i>'.  iliarr^  hltu>. 


GLOSSARY 


yne,  sb,  agrimony.    G  800 

f.  excite.    Bow  1530 

/^s.  s.  ails.    A  1081 

air.     A  1246 

'.  heir.     L  2549 

,  tuij.  aerial.     H  F^  494 

V.  vinegar.     R  217 

adj.  easy.      R  3955 

.  also.    T*  X510 

hor,  sb.  grandfather.     Bo.  372 

7.  grow  old.     Bo.  <28 

lesse,  sb.  wr^chedfness.     R  7494 

.  else.     R  xa3if  2964 

,  tb.  hellebore.     B  4154 

(h:  else.     C  315 

te,  adj.  elMike,  abstracted.    G  842 

uncle.    T2  169 

Bid,  V.  embalna.    L  676 

!^  adj.  oblique.    As.  i.  |  20 

led,/./,  embellished.     Ba  439 

d,  /./.  sheltered  in  the  woods.     Bl.  353 
idad,  ^./.  embroidered.     A  89 

ide,  A  emerald.     PF  175 

\prep.  to  the  extent  of,  according  to. 

ITMI,  f^.^/T  nemisc^eres.    As.  i.  f  18 

afrtt.  impair.    £  9198 
en,  prtt.  pL  made  worse.     B  9205 
itre,  fres.  pL  plaster  over,  '  whitewash.' 

7 

th,  prei.  pi.  unfold.    Bo.  1648 

e,  tb.  enterprise.     G  605,  Bl.  1099 
i»^'.  empty.    G  741 

,  to.  incense.    A  9938 

omi,  sb.  occasion.     B  2780 

tmnif.  adj.  burdensome.     HF^  3S4 

I,  A.  increase.    A  9184 

I0ede]l,/fv/.  enlarged  on.     69466 

Mn,  pres.  pi.  increase.    A  1338 

ng,  adv.  lengthways.    A  1991 

yilge,  sb.  scalloping.     I  4x7 

>,  V.  write,  compose.    A  95,  L  2356 

Bit  thee,  frts.  endeavourest.     Ba;775 

J  «*.  (i)  wit,  contrivance,  G  339,  T»  974  ; 

ilitary  machine,  R  4194 

Bd,  /./.  racked.     B  4250 

Gg^n,  pres,  pi.  weigh  upon.     I  978 

neth,  prts.  grieves.    R  3444 

lie,  ^f.  dwell.    R6355 

aoed,  p.p.  elevated.    As.  ii.  |  96 

th,  pres.  entangles.   Bo.  97  *,  EnlAOed, 

Jo.  774 

yned, /./.  illuminated.    ABC  Ti 

Hg,  sb.  plastering  with  clay.    U  766 

t.  p.p.  anointed.    A  X09 

%p.p.  sealed  up,  confirmed.    T*  15Y1  T** 

\  V,  carve,  R  619,  371 1 ;  Bntailled,  /./. 

la,  sb.   shape,    R  162 ;  cutting,  jagging, 

%i 

.e,  p.  begin.    ABC  7^ 

toed,  /./.  endued  with  (good)  qualities, 


;  infected.  Bo.  X292 
le,  pres.  s.  perceive.    T*  1649 
nete,  v.  interpose.     R  2966 
sb.  entry.     Bo.  966,  ^x6 
thaungyiiiges,  sb.  pC  interchanges.    Bo. 

ManUMB,  V.  commttnicate.    T^  X354 


Bntzedlted,/./.  under  an  interdict.    I  905 
Bntremedled,  /./.  intermingled.     Bo.  5x9 
Entremes,  sb.  entremet,  a  Mtween*coune.    PP 

665 
Bntremete,  v.  interpose,  interfere.     D  834,  B 

9730,  Bo.  1094,  R  9966 
Eninketh,^rKr.  entangles.     PF  403 
BntnneB,  sb.  pi.  intonings.     Bl.  309 
Envenyxne,  v.  poison.    Bl.  640 
Enylroun,  adv.  round  about.     R  4903 
Envyned,  p.p.  supplied  with  wine.    A  349 
Bnvoluped,  /./.  enveloped.     C  949 
Bqnlpolenoes,  sb.  pi.  equivalents.    R  7076 
Er,  adv.  conj.  Prep,  before 
Broedeken,  sS.  archdeacon.    A  655 
Ere,  sb.  ear ;  ErjUfPl.  A  556 
Ere,  V.  ploueh,  A  886 ;  Bred,  p.p.  HF^  485 
Erke,  adj.  irked,  wearv.    R  4867 
Erme,  v.  grieve.    Bl.  80,  C  319 
Ernes,  sb.  earnestness.    R  4838 
Emeatfal,  ad/,  serious.     E  X175 
Erraunt,  adj.  wandering.     Bl.  660 
En,  sb.  arse.    A  3734 
EaohaufMe,  pret,  chafed.    Bo.  9x  x 
EedUknfBtll,  pres.  grows  warm.     Bo.  sx6 
Esoltanngea,  sb.  pi.  exchanges.    HF*  189 
ElOhew,  jSsohn,  adj.  unwilling.     I  97X,  E  18x9 
Bsed,  p.p.  entertained.    A  99 
EsOTne,  sb.  excuse  for  absence.     I  164 
Esuelten,  v.  perform.     R  6174 
Bixat.  sb.  state.     A  026 
EBtatliOh,  ad;',  stately.    A  140 
BltatUtei,  sb.  pi.  statutes.     Bo.  969 
Efltres,  sb.  pi  inner  parts  of  a  house.    A  1971, 

A295,  L  17x5 
Ethe,  adj.  easy.    T^  850 
Brene,  adj,  average.    A  89 
ETerloh,  pron.  eacn.     A  371 
ByeryOhon,  each  cme.    A  31 
Evexydel,  every  whit.     A  368 
Ew,  sb.  yew-tree.     A  9923,  PF  x8o 
Bxoes,  sb.  excess,  extra vi^^anc^.    Tl  696 
^cpans,  adj.  separate.     F  197^ 
Exire,  sb.  axle.     As.  i.  f  14 
Ey,  sb.  egg.     B  4035 

Faoonnd,  sb.  eloquence.    C  50,  BL  995 

Faoonnd.  adj.  eloquent.     PF  590 

Fader,  sb.  ieen.)  father's.     R  781 

Fadme,  j^.  fathom.    A  29x6,  Bl.  499 

Fayle,  v.  make  mistakes.     R  49^9 

Faur,  adj. ;  A  fair,  a  good  one,  A  165,  T*  850 

Faire,  adv.  fairly.    A  94 

Falrye,  sb.  fairyland.     E  95 

Faldfyng,  sb.  coarse  cloth.    A  391 

Fallaoee,  sb.  pi.  fallacies.    R  7077 

Falle,  v.  happen 

Fallen,  v.  falsify.    A  J175 

Falwe,  adi.  brown,  yellow.     HF>  846 

Falwea,  sb.  pi.  fallows.    D  656 

Famuller,  adj.  familiar.     A  915 

Fan,  sb.  ouintain.     H^  49 

Fantastlk,  adj.  imaginative.     A  X376 

Fantome,  sb.  fantasy.    B  X037 

Faroe,  imperat.  paint.     R  9985 

Fardelea,  sb.  pi.  burdens.     R  5683 

Fare,  sb.  fuss,  disturbance.    A  3999,  T*  860 

Fare,  v.  go,  speed,  behave 

Fare,  /./.  gone,    v  1546 

Fare-carte,  sb.  cart.    TB  xx69 
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Faned,  /.A  stuflTed.    A  333 

FMOnn,  sh.  iiashion.    R  708 

Fanoon,  sb.  falcon.    F  411 

Fauoonen,  sb.  //.  falconers.     F  Z196 

Fawe,  adj.  £aun,  R  6477 ;  adv.  T*  887 

Fay,  sb.  uith.    L  778,  R  3887 

Feoohes,  sb.  ^.  vetches.    13  936 

Feeld,  sb.  field.     A  1^32 

Feenoly,  adj.  fiendish.    BL  593 

Feffe,  V.  fee,  present.    T^  90X 

Feffed  In,  p./.  invested  with.     E  1698 

Fein,  adj.  nerce.    R  1483 

Feyne,  v.  feign.    A  735 

F^ntise,  sb.  feigning.     R  3947,  3998 

Fel,  adj.  fierce.     B  3019 

Fel,  sb.  skin.     Tl  91 

Felawe,  sb.  fellow.    A  1525 

FeldeCare,  sb.  field-fare.     PF  364,  T*  861 

Fele,  adj.  many.     E  917,  Bow  363,  R  189 

Felle,  adj.  pi.  cruel.     T*  470 

Felliclie,  Felly,  adv.  cruelly.    Bo.  355,  R  33S> 

FelnesM,  sb.  fierceness.    Bo.  317 

Femenye,  sb.  womankind.    A  866 

Femininitee,  sb.  womanhood,  feminine  appear- 
ance.    B  360 

Fend,  d>.  fiend.    I  584 

Fenix,  sb.  phomix.    Bl.  981 

Fer,  cidj.  and  adx'.  far 

Ferde,  sb.  dat.  fear.     Bl.  981,  T*  557,  L  2333 

TwHia,  ^ret.  fared,  behaved.    A  1372,  3600 

Fere,  x/.  fellow,  companion, L  969 ;  In  fere,  I-fere, 
together 

Ferrorth,  adv.  far  forward;  80  ferforth,  80 
ferforthly,  to  such  an  extent.     B  373,  A  960 

Ferfulleste,  atij.  suf>.  most  timorous.     T*  450 

Perly,  adj.  wonderful.     A  4173 

FermaoieB,  sb.  //.  pharmacies,  medicines.  A 
3713 

Fermerer,  sb.  keeper  of  the  infirmary.     D  1859 

Fermour,  sb.  farmer^  contractor.     L  378 

Fern,  adv.  of  long  time.     F  255 

Feme,  adj.  pi.  ancient,  A  14 ;  Feme  yere,  past 

years,  T^  1176 
Ferre,  adtu  comp.  farther.     A  47 
Ferreste,  adj.  snper.  farthest.     A  494 
Fers,  sh.  piece  at  chess.     Bl.  653 
Ferthe,  card.  num.  fourth.     H  823 
Ferther,  adv.  further.    A  36 
Ferthyng,  sb.  morsel.    A  134 
Fesaunt,  sb.  pheasant.     PF  357 
Fest,  sb.  fist.     C  802 
Feite,  sb.  feast,  festival.     A  906 
Feiteiynge,  /.  prts.  feasting.     F  345 
Pestyvally,  adv.  joyoasly.    Bo.  560 
Fettne,  7'.  fasten.     A  195 
Fet,  pret.  fetched.     A  810 
Fetys,  adj.  neat,  eraceful.     A  157,  C  478 
Fetisly,  adr:  ne.itly,  skilfully.     A  373,  A  124 
Fiannce,  sb.  confidence.     R  5481 
Fyoolien,  v.  fix.    Bo.  419 
FU  prct.  fell.     A  1034,  Bl.  275 
Fille,  V.  fell,  cut  down.     A  1702 
Fyn,  sb.  end.     B  424,  Mars  218 
FinaliChe,  adv.  finally.     T*  556 
Fine,  v.  finish,  cease,  slop.    T*  26,  T3  776,  T2 

1460. 
FVnt,  findeth 
Ffr,  sb.  fire.     A  1502,  1246 
Fisycien,  sb.  physician.     Bo.  66 
Fit,  sb.  stave,  canto.     B  2078 


Fithele,  «^.  fiddle.    A  996 
Flayne,  /./.  flaved.    1  435 
Flaomet,  sb.  pi.  flamfes.      ^^C  89 
Fleemetn,  prts.  chases  away.     H  1S2 
Fleen,  sb.k.  fleas.    H  17 
Flean,  r.  flee.    ABC  148 
Fleete,  pm.  s.  float.    A  2397 

Flelgh,  prrt.  flew.     TS  104 

Flemed,   prrt.  exiled,    R    3052;    p.p.   c 

fugiti\*e,  G  58 
Flemen,  v.  put  to  flight.    T<  B53 
Flemere,  sb.  banisher.     B  460 
Fleteth,  prts.  s.  floaleth.     B  oot 
Fletynge,  p.  pres.  floating.    A  1956 
Flex,  ^.  flax.    A  676 
Flo,  sb.  dart.     H  364 
Flokmeele,  adr.  in  a  crowd.     E  86 
Floieren,  prts.  pL  flutter,  are  tossed  about 

1037 
notary,  adj.  dishevelled.     A  3S83 
Flonronna,  sb.  pi,  flower-ornaments.     L  7 
Flonte,  sb.  flute.    HF*  133 
Floytjnige,  /.  prts.  fluting.     A  91 
FneeeUI,  prts.  s.  snorts.     H  63 
Foynen,  pres.  pi.  thrust.     A  1654 
FOTWmn,  sb.  increase.     A  3x67 
FuiByen,  v.  act  foolishly.     Bo.  644 
Foly,  adv.  foolishly.     BL  873 
Folye,  adj.  foolish.     L  164 
FolIW,  adv.  foolishly.     Mart  158,  R  3603 
Fonde,  V.  try,  prove.     B  347,  T*  1x55 
Fonge,  v.  take.     B  377 
Fonne,  sb.  fool.    A  4089 
Fonned,  /./.  fooled.    R  5367 
Foore,  sb.  course.     D  1935 
Foot-hoot,  adru  in  haste.     B  4^8 
For-,  as  an  tHtemsrve  prrjfx.     FOT-blak,  i 

For-dronk,  For-dry,  For-old,  A  2143 

pampered.  Former  Age  5,  etc  ;  very 

very  drunk,  ver>'  dry,  very  old,  very  pan 

etc 
For,  conj.  l)ecause.     T*  802 
For,  prep,  in  fear  of,  T»  748,  TS  194,  868 ;  a 

T»  028 
For  al,  notwithstanding.     T*  55  note 
Forbede,  Forbode,  pres.  subj.  forbid.     L 
Forbiie,  r.  exemplify.     T«  1390 
For-brak, /rr/.  interrupted.     Bo.  1143 
Forby,  adv.  by,  past.     A  X75 
For-cracohen,  v.  scratch.    R  323 
For*dO,  V.  destroy.     Tl  338 
Fordo,  Fordone,/./,  destroyed,  ruined. 

For-drede,  sh.  fear.    B  2383 
Por-dryve,  /./.  driven  astray.     A  3782 
For-dwyned,  /./.  wasted.    R  366 
Fereyn,  sb.  outer  room.     L  1963 
Foreyne,  adj.    foreign,  external,    public 

680,  755 
For-fkre,  v.  fare  ill.     R  S778 
Forlieed,  Forheved,  sb.  forehead.    O  580, 
Forlete,  v.   resign,   forgo,   forsake.    B   i 

864, 1  720 ;  Forleten,  /./.  forsaken,  HI 
Forloyn,  sb.  note  on  horn  recalling  hound 

at  fault.     Bl.  386 
Forljrvod,  /./.  decrepit.     Bo.  763 
Porlyven,  v.  degenerate.     Bo.  758 
Forme,  adi.  first.     B  2200 
Formei,  sb.  any  hen-bira  of  prey.     PF  rj 
Formest,  adj.  foremost.     BK  B89 
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t,  /./.  planned.     I  448 

I,  sb.  furnace.    A  559 

ed,  /./.  tormented.    A  005 

force ;  No  fon,  no  matter.     B  aSs 
pen^/./.  misshaf>en.    T^6 
gilt,/./,  tired  with  shrieking.     T^  1147 
rath,  /its.  is  over-slothful.     1  685 
tlieil,  V.  over-tarry.     B  4386 
I'geth,  /rrx.  is  over-sluegish.     I  685 
Sen,^./.  exhaustedwitn  singing.    R  664 

sh.  forester.     A  lao 
kUght, /./.  exhausted.     B  1295 
ake,  For-thlnke,  v.  repent.   R  3957,  T^ 

,  adv.  therefore.     Bo.  375 

n,  r.  further,  help.    A  1137 

^t,  adv.  directlv.     E  1503 

>&,  V.  presage.     A  417 

ms.  adj.  fortuitous.     Bo.  224 

cod,  /./.  tired  with  watching.     B  596, 

dlBd,  /./.  tired  with  wandering.    R  3336 

1,  sh.  agreement.     A  j3 

ted,  /./.  withered.     R  361 

led,  /./.  exhausted  with  weeping.     BI. 

•d,  /.^.  worn  out.     R  235 
x^. //.  furrows.    Former  Age  xi 
r,  conj.  because.     T^  la 
"ng,  sh.  foreknowledge.     B  4433 
pret.  foreknew.     HFl  45 
/fr/.  forgave,  respited.     T*  1577 
>,  pret.  forwent,  desisted  from.    1^  1330 
B,  V.  repay.     E  831 
I,  V.  forget.^  Bl.  11 24 
,  Pres.  forgive.     B  1615 
sb.  cartload.     A  530 
sb.  lightning.  ^  H  F*  335 
sb.  pi.  fowls,  birds.     PF  203 
.    See  Fonde. 
Id.  fret.  fell.     A  2687 
u>.  pi.  fawns.     BI.  429 
tlhfPres.  s.  ask<;.     B  1790 
M ,  sb.  pi.  freckles.     A  3169 
r^  company.    T^  4 10 
dj.  frail.     Bo.  880 
.  pres.  pi.  eat.     A  2068 
I,  pret.  prayed.     B  3020 
>,  sb.  frailty.     I  449 
,  euij.  foreign.     F  429 
.  ornament.     L  215 
.  eat,  B  3294 ;  p.p.  eaten,  B  475 
,  prts.  s.  rubs.     A  3747 
»,  sb.  vrrinkle.     Bo.  61 
Kl,  /./.  wrinkled.     R  365,  3137 
del,  adj.  unwrinkled.     K  850 
erei,  so.  pi.  fmit-women.     C  478 
re,  sb.  the  herb  fumitory.     B  4153 
bee,  sb.  headiness,  vapouriness.    C  567, 

adj.  raging.     F  448 
.'•wey,  short  space.     L  841 
•-CTer,  euh*.  furthermore.     T*  1027 

V.  talk  idly,  gossip.    A  3510,  Bl.  X074, 

t 

Ig,  sb.  vagabond.     R  938 

9,  pret.  gathered.     A  834 

'.  gaol.    R  4745 

sb.  gaoler.    A  1064 


Oaillard,  Oaylard,  a*lj.  gay,  merry.    A  4367, 

3336 
(hiynetll,  pres.  s.  availeth.    A  1787 
Chutrys  beryls,  sh.  ^pl.  berries  ot  the  dog«wood 

tree.     B  4155 
Oalauntyne,  Oalentyne,  sh.  a  kind  of  sauce. 

Rosatn.  17,  Former  Aee  16 
Oalaxye,  «^  the  Milky  Way.     PF  56 
Gale,  p.  cry  out.     D  83a 
CWiyilgale,  sb,  sweet  cypress  root.     A  381 
OalOOhe,  sb.  patten,  high  shoe.     F  555 
Oalpyng,  euij.  gaping.     F  350 
Oalwes,  sb.  pi.  gallows.     B  3941 
Qan,  fret,  began,  did,  used  to.     A  301 
Qaneill,  pres.  s.  yawns. 
Oargat,  sb.  throat.     B  4535 
Oaruonn,  r.  cure.  ^  R  3249 
OamifOUn,  sb.  garrison.     B  2215 
Oaf,  goes,     A  4037 
Oaftnes,  sb.  terror.     Bo.  728 
Oat-tothed,  adj.  goat-toothed,  lascivious.     A 

468 
Oauded,/./.  dyed.    A  159 
GanrexL  7/.  gaze.    A  3827 
Gaureth,  pres.  s.  stares.     B  3550 
Gawdes,  sb.  pi.  toys,  fineries.     I  651 
Geaunt,  sb.  giant.     B  299^ 
Geere,  Gere,  sb.  (i)  clothmg,  accoutrement,  A 

365,  10x6;  (2)  behaviour,   manners,  A  1372, 

153" 
Geery,  adj.  changeable.    A  1536 


A  170 

Gent,  adj.  gentle,  courteous.     B  193^,  PF  558 
Gentrie,  sb.  gentle  birth,  nobility.     I  45a 
Geomanole,  sb.  divination  by  figures  made  on 

the  earth.     I  605 
Gerdon,  Gerdonn,  sb.  reward ;  For  alle  ger- 

dOXU,  at  all  costs.     B  3240 
Gerdoned,  /./.  rewarded.     B  34C0 
Gere,  sb.    See  Ctoere 
Gere,  sb.  changeableness.     Bl.  1256 
Gereftll,  Gerfnl,  adj.  changeable.     A  1538,  T* 

386 
Geue,  pres.  s.  guess.    A  83 
Geste,  sb.  guest,  stranger.     L  X158 
Geste,  sb.  romance,  story.    B  3133,  T3  450 
Ctofltlours,  sh.  pi.  reciters.     HI-^  108 
Ctet,  sb.  contrivance,     (i  1377 
Gye,  7'.  ^ide.    A  1950,  E  75,  An.  6 
Glf,  conj.  if.     Bl.  234 
Gigges,  sb.  pi.  fiddles.     HF3  85a 
Glggynge,  p.  pres.  strapping.     A  3504 
GllteleeB,  adj.  guiltless.     B  X063 
Gyn,  Gsrnne,  sb.  engine,  contrivance.     F  laS,  R 

4176 
Gynne,  7*.  begin 
Gypon,  sb.  short  vest.    A  75 
Gipaer,  sb.  pouch.    A  357 
Girden,  r.  strike.    B  3736 
Girles,  sb.  pi,  youths.    A  664 
GTSarme.  x^.  halberd.     R  5978 
Gue,  sb.  fashion.    A  663 
Gyser,  sb.  gizzard.     Bo.  1133 
Gyte,  x^.  some  part  of  a  woman's  dress,  A  3954 ; 

//.  D  559 
Gladere,  sb.  one  who  makes  glad.    A  3333 
Glareth, /rrx.  x.  shines.     HF^  373 
Glaee,  v.  glaze.    T^  469.    See  Howre 
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Olady.  adj.  Aery.    L  isj 
ffiajn,  lA  whiuaFcgi,    G  Safi 
CHanU,  /irf-  ^OtiteA.    T*  i»} 
Wnn,  V.  eIw,  rulcn.    HF)  «?! 
ajmirii«,  f&  (limnerinK.    E  >)Bj 

«ood,/nr.  siMid.   9  m 

fflow,  ij.  oh^  cDBimenl.  I.  jiK,  PI.  133 
ffiOM,!!.  Ana,  Bjno;  Eipouad.  k<  ttia 
WOWBAm,  v.  fro*o.     11  (Jji 

eBof;  •(.  ctu^"  A  jim"      '    °™" ' " ' 

Oobit,  I*,  thied.     A  69C 
Oodubbsi.  li,  fL  Bodfsataa.    I  ^ 


Oontenoiui,  Ooimtftnviui,  i^  pennan.  binwr. 

R  mB,  i»< 
Qonga,  i^.  privy-     I  BS; 

Chnuw,  /rrr.  bc^n,  A  lAtE :  Omuen,  /</.  L  i|S 
Good,  li  goods,  pnjoBTiy.    A  581 
QooUiM,  ji.  fl  mangolji.     A  1019 
-■   .   .  -.  onja,  my  gooM, 

MJ!^.     T*tS4 

Oraja.1^,  dyi.    B1517 
Oiams,  ij.  tuun.  BDgrr.  G  iicj.  An,  9;ri,  11  imB 
Onan,  ri.  lum,  gnnuy,  A  3A6S;   OnnngM. 
/^  laje,  Ht*  laa 

Anapa,  v.  eiope.    T°  hj 

BniiT«n|  A/,  hurwd.     L  tBc 

Ora.  Orae,  (1)  pl*«.niM,  &«ior,  E  mi:  (») 

upenDriEy,  pre4minin«,  A  a/j] 
OnliOKadaa,  i^  pi.  gnybaundc    A  tgi 
Onltbao,  p.  psepmjt,  nukv  rody,  A  4?og;  /nrj. 

//.  B  1784 
OrarUuili /'i*- prepared.     Ba.  ifii 
OTSoaliaae,  i^.  immaiurliy.     B  16; 
0«a,  16.  graK,  T«  515;  Oraaaa,  //.  grants. 

OraM,  i«.;  Tba  grata,  ihc  sum,  R).  iiii 

Orala  Sas,  li.  the  Mediliminca"      a  ■>>   c  >T.B 

Orora,  i*.  grave,  B  4013 1  //:  A 
Onraa,  f./.  gnvm,  cngnvnJ. 
Orlftthon,  1^.  griffin.    A  9133 
Otyt  luC'  "wglt     B  73 
OiTnl,  grindsili.     HF' 708 
a(7tita,/nrr.  goaihtd.     D  3161 
Otyi,  *^.  (rcy.     Gs59 

QroCt  '^^  pnme,  &ce  downwards. 
Oiujlljun,  jJ-  gmntnB-    A  zftto 

Onaaa,  A.  /^  men.   R  *» 

Sropa,  (J.  probe,  tty.  A  Cu,  D  iSi; 
STIwaMB./pn./i(  EnimblE.  A  jd 
OTU^  dfA'.   prone.  HiCC  downvrguxlii 

l8«! 
Oiuuia,  /rrt.  ft,  begun.     PF  157 


'i'*?*' 


I,  it.  n»t  of  mjuL    A  76 

,  j#.  tuLbiutioB.   Bfl.  ^40 

li.  ft.  hiKbo.    L  64I 


Hay.  iL  bnigt,  R  ^7  ;  B&jU.  a^  ; 
B>yiu«l7nt,  i^.  «/.  uuocLa    I  u. 
Baba,  >«.  hnir-^hirl.     Q  .^.  R  ,, 
Balsth.  /n-i-  I.  dnw.     jtltcti 
aatt.  if.;  Ob  Bi]' balA,  oc  my  pD! 


Hal*,  a.  necl 
H»lt,  '/^"'i' 

H»ltmi.r.  ILn.,..      _     .,^ 

Rolnadsl,  a,^.  luir.    ¥*  70* 
Hotwad.  //.  ■ccountal  Katy.     T>  -■ ' 
Balwea.  if.  pi.  uinu,  ihinK>.     f.:  : 

HalyiUTaa.  i«.  //.  bDlidayi,  fMOnk  j 
Bamilad.  /y.  mmiUied.  cm  a*.  T^  ^ 
Huda-InMa,  i#.  Innd-lmadab.  A  ^n 
BaiM,  iff. ;  Ot  hard,  inih  diOmliT.  V 
HarJwMni,  i#.  faudUioal.     K  jio> 


:h,  limps.  BLia 


Baneuad.  )>./,  equipped.     A  ■■ 


Batla.  7,  be  railed.     _.^. 
Bkttar.  offr.  BujK  biKly. 
Eanbersoeni,  i#.  biuberii.     ji 
Bannl.  i''.  pnnicE.    Auy 
Hiiimteii,  fni,  fL  [ociIib     . 
Butayn,  n^t;  hinchrr.    c  j^   '' 
HaTOln,  V.  id  ha>e.     R  ^jaa         \ 

HAwabalia.  i#.   bakeT^ham,  £ 

Eamajpa,  adj.  biag:bty.  1 
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rti.  seizecL    B  452< 

I,  s6,  pi,  seixers.     Bo.  91 

.  hip.     B  1937 

5,  sb.pi,  heralds.    A  2673 

irt,  so.  pi.  receivers  of  guests.    R  5000 
sb.  arbour.     L  903 
age,  sb.  lodging.    A  4399,  B  147 
Bonn.  sb.  pi,  harbingers.     B  997 
rXL  tiav.  herebefore.    L  73 

6.  naired.    A  251 8 

b.  herdsman.    T^  2235 

romes,  sb,  pL  herdsmen.    HF3  136 

•,  sb.fem.  nerdswoman.    T^  653 

xb,  refuse  of  flax.    R  1233 

i  houne,  one  and  all  (7)l    T^  210 

prts,  s,   praises,   B   1808;   Heryett, 
t,   B  3419 ;   Hmryed^  /./.  praised,  B 
^^uXyJUfS!^^  p.  pres,  praising,  B  1649 
b.  pi.  hairs.    A  555 
b.  comer.     F  1121 
,  sb.  heron-killer.    T*  4x3,  L  1x20 
wes,  sb.  pi.  young  herons.     F  68 

hart.    A  1689 
ret.  hurt.     BI.  88a 
b.  heart.    A  054 
,  adj,  heartfelt.     BI.  85 
Km,  sb,  breast-bone.     A  2606 
tt.  was  called.     BI.  947 
,  adv.  fiercely.     L  638 
{,  sb,  mockery.    A  41 10 

heave.    A  550 
I,  sb.  pL  heads.    B  2032 
ih.  aaj,  heavenly.^    At  art  y> 
linly,  adv,  celestially.     A  X055 
K  colour.^  An.  147 
h.  domestic  servant.     E  1785 
basten,  F  291 ;  Hy,  impermt,  BL  X52 
tb.  hyena.     Fortune  35 

sb,    herdsman,   A  603;    Hlerd6t»  pL 

*./.  promised.     A  3472 
sb. ;  On  higllte,  aloud.    A  1784 
h,/fr«.  s,  adorns.     Bo.  45 
S,  servant.    A  603,  C  688 
her,  ptrs.  pron.  B  624 ;  (2)  her,  pou, 
B  625 ;  (3)  their,  poss./ron,  A  365  ;  (4) 
n,  gen.  pers,  pron,  A  586 
«.  iL     BL  x8 
eth.     F  513 


c^.  mockery.  A  3965 
\  adv,  scwnfully.  I 
sb.  lecher.     D  524 


adj.  wholesome.     PF  ao6 
If,  adj.  onerous,  burdensome.     R  5633 
le,  sb.  purity.     G  89 
,  adj'.  without  hood.     BI.  X027 
fj.  whole.     G  III,  BI.  552 
■o.  a  stronghold.     B  507 
tdv,  wholly.    A  599,  BI.  15 
idf.  hoarse.     T^  X147 
Ij.  hot.     A  420 

«6ros,  sb,  pi,  dancers.    A  2017 
>.  hoard,  plenty.     Truth  3 
OOri,  adt.  hoarse.     BI.  347,  T^  1x47 
adj'.  filthy.    Mars  206 
r,  sb,  innkeeper.     A  241 
.  promise,  K  3385;    noWn,  be  called, 

sb,  pi,  baskets.     H  F3  850 
ysaoli,  ib,  shark.    £  XB35 


Hovref ,  sb,  pi,  (astrologicaO  hours.    A  416 

Hoiuel,  sb,  the  Eucharist.    R  6386 

Houslod,  /./.  having  received  the   Eucharist. 

I  X027 
Hoved,  prrt.  waited,  T*  13 ;   Hovetll,  pres, 

Balade  thai  C.  made  15  (emend.) 
How,  adv,  however.     R  6^89 
Howre,  sb.  cap,   '  sette   nis  howve,'  Amxx  ; 

*  make  him  an  howve  above  a  calle,'  T>  775 ; 

*gUse  his  howve,'  1^  469,  all  phrases  for  '  to 

befool.'    See  also  Oftppo 
HulBtred,  p.p.  concealecf.     R  6146 
Humblesse.  sb.  humility.     B  1660 
Hnnte,  sb,  hunter,  A  1678  ;  BxJLiAB,  pi,  BL  540 
HnrUen,  v.  attack.    Bo.  266 
Hnstw  /./.  hushed.     A  2981,  TS  X094 
Hwod,/./.  hued,  coloured.    R  30x4 

!•»  y-»  P^^fij^  o/past  participles 

lOh,  pron.  I.     T3  282 

lohe,  adj.  each.     Bo.  18 12 

I-Qroollld,  /./.  fixed.    Bo.  1473 

HL^pron.  I.     A  3867 

n-nayl,  ill-luck  to  you.    A  4089 

nke,  adj.  same 

Imperle,  sb.  imperium,  official  dignity.    Ba  487 

ImpetnOL /rrf . //.  obtain.     Bo.  1725 

Importable,  Inportable,  adj,  unbearable.    B 

,  379V  E  1 144 

In,  d>,  van.    B^  163a 

Infaimoe,  sb.  infancy.     R  5006 

Infect,  p.p,  invalidat^I.    A  320 

Infortimat,  etdj.  unfortunate.     B  302 

In-hielde.  pres.  pi.  infuse.    T^  44 

Injure,  sb.  injury.    T*  xoi8 

In-knette,/nr/.  confined.    13  xo88 

Inned,/./.  housed.    A  2  x9a 

In-iet,/./.  implanted.     Bo.  330 

In-tlulnge,  v.  press  in.    T«  66 

Intreise,  sb,  interest.     Truth  ^x 

In-Wlth, /nr/.  within 

Xs^yukyoaj.  passionate.    D  ao86 

I-lhad,  p.p.  shed.     Bo.  481 

IBM,  V,  issue.     R  X993 

I.thmngen,  >./.  pressed.    Ba  538 

Jagonnoei,  sb.  pi.  jadnths.    R  1117 

Jucke  of  Dover.    6Vrnote,  A  4347 

Jambenx,  sb.  ^l.  leggings.^    B  2065 

Jane,  sb.  small  Genoese  coin.     B  X925,  E  999 

Jan^ere,  sb,  ynxtx.    A  560 

JanglyngOi  so,  chattering,  talking  idly.     I  649 

Jape,  sb.  tnck,  jest.     B  1629 

Japeres,  sb.  pi.  jesters.     I  6sz 

Jape- worth!,  adj.  burlesque.     Bo.  1707 

Jannyoe,  sb.  jaundice.     R  305 

Jet,  sb.  fashion.     A  682 

Jeupardyee,  sb.  pi.  problems.    BL  663 

Jewerye,  sb.  Jews'  quarter.     B  1679 
Jo,  V.  come  about.    I''  33 
Jogelonn,  sb.  //.  jugjglers.    HF3 169 
Joynant,  <z<y^'.  adjoining.    A  io6u 
Joyne,  v.  enjoin.     R  2355 
JoUtee,  sb.  joUiness.    A  680 
Jompre,  imp.  s.  jumble.    T'  1037 
Jottken,  V.  repose.     TB  4M  (noto 
Joume,  sb.  day's  work.     R  579 
Jowes,  sb.  pi.  jaws.     H  F8  696 
Jttbbe,  sb.  jug.    A  3628 
Juge,  sb.  judge.    A  17x2 
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,  sb.  electuary,  remedy,  C  307,  T*  741 ; 
let,  //.  A  426 
permission.    T3  692 
tdj.  lawful.    A  3912 
believe.    6  1181 
di.  comp.  pleasanter  to.    A  393 
w.  leafy  bower.     A  4061 
dj.  ignorant.    A  50a 
BIO,  sb,  stupidity.    A  503 
ij,  grev.     D  1563 
L  so.  pi.  leopards.     R  874 
bill  of  complaint.    D  1 505 
kke^  sb.  coipse*watch.    A  3958 
[arline.     B  ^084 
h.  livelihoocL     I  685,  K  5602 
'.  lively,  life-like.    A  2087 
'rts.  pi.  lie.    A  2205 
adv.  more  lightly.     L  410 
*e8,  sb.  aloes-wood.    T"*  1137 
please.    T^  431 
,  €uij.  lustful.     C  S40 
^.  fres.  playing  a  lilt.     HF3  133 
,  sb.  filings.    G  851 
sb.  pi.  hounds  in  leash.     Bl.  362 
,  sb.  lime-twie.     B  3754 
r,  sb.  licensed  beggar.    A  309 
»,  lime-tree.    A  2922,  E  12x1 
ret.  lisped.    A  264 
relief,  comfort.     Bl.  1039,  F  1238 
relieve,  Bl.  310;  Lliaea,/./.  F  1170 
edge.     D  634 
est  thou.     H  276 
sb.  white  lead.    A  629,  G  775 
,  sb.  lethargy.     Bo.  57,  T^  730 
r.  little,   B  3153 ;   A  Ute,  a  little,   B 

,  sb.  dyer.    Former  Age  17 

.  lies.    A  1795 

imb.     B  4065,  Bl.  952 

^j.  smooth,  easy.    HF^  zt8,  R  3763 

soften.    T"*  740 

adv.  badly.    A  3299 

y.  living.    A  2395 

.    D  1618 

&ge,  sb.  pilotage.    A  403 

1,  sb.pl.  pilots.     L  1488 

\  tether.     R  3883 

b.  pi.  lungs.     A  2752 

pres.  belongs  to.     G  716 

T6,  sb.  Ioa<&tar.     A  2059 

loan.     D  1861 
•eport,  fame,  praise.     HF^  530,  B  3035 
/.  hateful  to.    A  486 

spider.    As.  i.  f  19 
}.  sb.  spider's  web.    As.  i.  f  21 
lost.     Bl.  1 1 34 
rascal.     D  273,  Bo.  178 
aise,  fame.     L  1434,  1514 
or,  sb.  flatterer.     B  4516,  L  352 
.0,  sb.  flattery,  false  praise.     1  613 

sb.  pi.  lozenges.     HF3  237 
h.  paramour.^   R  6339 
/.  Pres.  lurking.    G  186 

7.  low.     A  817 

8,  sb.  pi.  days  for  settling  dbputes. 

y,  sb.  courtiihip.     B  2085 
at  large.     HF3  iq6 
bow,  T8  683 ;  Loatede,/^/.  R  1554 
.  fellow-rascnl.    A  4415 


Lowtatll,  pres.  s.  bows.    B  2375 
Lnftom,  adi.  lovable.    1^  465 
Lunarld,  so.  moonwort.    G  800 
Lust,  sb.  pleasure.    A  192,  T^  336 

If,  before  a  verb  beginning  with  a  vowel,  pert. 
jjhvn.  me. 

Maad,  /./.  made.    A  ^94 

Maat,  adj.  dejected,  discomfited.     A  955,  B  935 
Madde,  V.  go  mad.    Afars  253  , 

May,  sb.  maiden.     B  851 
liaydenhede,  sb.  virginity.     B  30 
Ma3riII6,  sb.  maiming.     I  625 
liaysondewe,  sb.  hospital.    R  5619 
Ml^StOW,  mayst  thou.    A  x^i8 
ICautre,  sb.  master;  adj.  chief.     L  xoi6 
Masritre-,  chief;  May itre - itrete,  Malitar- 
toun.    L  1965, 1591 

Malfltiye,  sb.  mastery.    L  400 

Make,  sb.  husband,  mate,  match.    D  85,  B  1983, 

A  25^6 
Maked,  pret.  made.    A  1907 
Makeles,  adj.  matchless.    Tl  173 
Makynge,  sb.  poetry.     L  74 
Malapert,  adj.  impudent.    T3  87 
Male,  sb.  wallet.    C  930 
Malefloe,  sb.  evil-doing.    Bo.  169 
MaU^re,  prep,  in  spite  of.    Mars  220 
Malt,  pret.  melted.     HF*  414 
Mal-Udent,  sb.  ill-will.    R  330 
Manaoe,  sb.  menace.    A  2003 
Maiia8yilge,/./rrx.  menacing.    60.4x6 
Maner,  sb.  manor.     Bl.  1003 
Maner,  Manere^  «^.  manner.    Pite  24,  L  351 
Manye,  sb.  mama.    A  1374 
Maninete,  a^h'.  gentle.    T«  194 
Mappemounde,  sb.  mappa  mundi^  map  of  the 

world.    Rosemounde  2 
Maro,  sb.  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence.  G  X036 
Mardal,  adj.  martial.    T*  1669 
Mare,  adv.  comp.  more.    R  2709 
MflbreySy  sb.  marsh.    D  970,  Bo.  536 
Mary,  sb.  marrow.     C  542,  Bo.  1008 
Marybones,  sb.  pi.  marrow-bones.    A  380 
Market-betere,  sb.  bully  at  fairs.    A  3936 
Markyf ,  sb.  marquis.     E  786 
Markysene,  sb.  marchioness.    E  383 
Martire,  sb.  torment.    T^  818 
Mased,  >./.  dazed.    Bl.  12 
Mast,  so.  acorns.     Former  Age  6 
Masty,  adj.  acorn-eating.     HF'  687 
Mate,  euij.  depressed,  discomfited.     L  126,  R 

3167 
Matere,  sb.  matter,  subject.    Bl.  43 
Maugree,  prep,  despite.    A  X169 

Maugree,  sb.  ill-will,  R  3144;  Oan  mavgroe, 

owe  a  grudge,  R  4399,  4559 
MaumetUle,  sb.  Mohammedism,  idolatry.     B 

336 
Mavmoiple,  sb.  purveyor.    A  510 
Mawmet,  sb.  idol.    1 740 
Maielyn,  sb.  maple-bowl.    B  3042 
Mede,  Meede,  (i)  reward,  bribe.  A  3380;  (3) 

mead,  a  drink,  B  2043 ;  (^)  meadow,  A  89 
Medlee.  adj.  of  mixed  stun.    A  ^38 
Medletn,  pres.  mingles,  mixes.    L  874,  Bo.  13x3 
Modlynge,  sb.  mixture.    Bo.  1356 
Meede,  sb.    See  Mede    • 
Meene,  pres.  bemoan.     R  2596 
Meetli,  sb.  mead,  a  drink.    A  2279 
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lI.ynt,>.A  mingled. 
Msyntoff -'  - 

Kol-tu,  if. 

MoUo,  <«.  mill.    A  3^] 

"" — '"^  Ji'ii'iw'.  "- 


GLOSSARY 


'e  am,  am  not.    A  ixaa 

rtt.  took.    G  1997 

r,  adv,  espedaJly.     B  1333 

no  more.    A  1589 
re  art,  art  not.    ABC^G  497 

cuij.  narrow,  close.    E  1988 

>  was,  was  not.    A  1649,  2105 
kf,  not.    A  1 145,  4087 

Ye  Itatli,  hath  not 

MS,  adv.  nevertheless.     E  377 

el,  Naturel,  adj,  natural,  by  birth     A 

'375 

K  not,  nor.    A  933,  1649 

e,  sh.  //.  adders.     L  699 
6.  need.     B  ^643 

M,  adv.  needlessly.     E  691 
,  adv.  of  necessity.^    B  4435 
Olt,  adv.  of  necessity.    A  1477 
tdj.  none,  no.    A  4185 
b.  cattle.  ^  A  597 
lye,  sh.  niggardy.     Truth  53 
1,  V.  draw  near.     L  318 
adv.  ni^h,  near.     BI.  104 

>  wU,  will  not.    R  ^344 

en,  name,  B  507 ;  Nemimed,  /rr/.  E  609 
y.  nearer.     BI.  887 
le  were,  were  not.    B  547 
I,  r.  name.    G  821 
•deel,  not  a  whit.    C  670 
adv.  newly.    A  4239 
,  ^t.  renewed  itself.     BI.  905 
adj.  sup.  nearest.     B  807 
ulu  foolbh.     B  1088 
sb.  pi.  trifles.    D  1760 
irtale,  sb.  night-time.    A  97 
laadmiS,  sb.  pi.  magicians.     I  603 
i  WllL  will  not.    Tl  1020 
m,  sb,  refusing.     Bo.  1656 
le  In,  nor  in.     E  3068 
e  la,  is  not.    A  1677 
Ne  Wlfte,  knew  not.     B  384 
sb.  coin  worth  60.  8d.    A  3256 
«,  sb,  nobility.    E  828 
I,  no  matter.     B  285 

f.  harm.     R  3772 

,  adj.  harmful.     R  3231 
Ne  WOlde,  would  not.    A  2034 
p.p.  taken.    L  822 
dj.  none 

For  the  nonet,  for  the  occasion.    A  545 
,  sb.  nun.    A  118 
%dj.  none.    A  773 
^f^s.  Ne  WOOtj  know  not.    A  1340,  BI.  99 

sb.  note,  music.     B  171 1 

,  sb.  nurse.     E  561 

rie,  sb.  good  manners.     A  3967 

r3.  foster-child.     Bo.  850 

irles,  sb.  pi.  nostrils.     A  557 

nee,  adj.  no  kind  of.     HF«  7 

Te  woet,  knowest  not 

b.  need,  business.     A  4068 

1,  adj.  useful.     Bo.  33 

ysgei,  sb.  pi.  nutmegs.     R  ij6a 

eoTsb.  close-cropped  head.    A  109 

',  Ne  other,  nor  other 

Brteyn,  sb.^  uncertainty.     PVmkt  46 

MWer,  sb.  impotence.     Bo.  736 

ir,  adj.  neither.     BI.  530 

le,  sb.  novelty.     F  619 

ei,  sb.  pi.  jewels.     E  38a 
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Nowthe,  adv.  now.    A  463 

O.num.  one.    A  2735.  G  335,  R  6398 

Obelstannoe,  sb.  obedience    A  3974 

Ohiervannoe,  sb.  respect,  ceremony.    A  1045 

Obierye,  v.  respect,  countenance.     B  iSsx 

OotOgainye,  marrymg  eight  times.     D  33 

Otj  adv.  off.     A  78a 

Of-caste.  imper.  cast  off.     PF  133 

Offended,  /./.  hurt.    A  909 

Offensloun,  sb.  opposition.    A  2.ix6 

Offld,  sb.  secular  employment.     A  293 

Of-thowed,  p.p.  thawed.     HF'  53 

Oynement,  sS.  ointment.    A  631 

Oynoni,  sb.  pi.  onions.     A  634 

Oyitre,  sb.  oyster.    A  i8a 

OUHauntea.  sb.  pi.  elephants.     Bo.  78a 

Olmerls,  sb.  pi.  elms.    R  Z314 

0-loft,  adv.  aloft.    T^  950 

Omager,  sb.  one  who  does  homage,  vassal.    R 

3288 
On,  prcp.  on,  in,  at 
Onde,  sb.  malice.     R  148 
OOM.adv.  once.    A  1836 
Onloft,  adv.  aloft.     E  329 
Oo.  num.  one 

Ook,  sb.  oak.    A  X702,  2931 
Oon,  num.  one.     A  2969 
Ooned,  /./.  united,     lio.  1463 
Oones,  adv.  once 
Ooning,  sb.  unifying.     Bo.  1464 
Oonly,  adv.  only._    H  113 
Oore,  sb.  compassion.    A  3736 
Oost,  sb.  host,  army.     L  626,  Bo.  88 
Openen,  sb.  pi,  medlars.    A  3871 
Open-heveded,  /./.  bareheaded.     D  645 
Ople,  sb.  opium.    A  1472 
O-point,  at  point,  ready.     T-*  1638 
Oltlal,  sb.  ordeal.     T^  1046 
Orde,  sb.  dat.  point.    L  645 
Ordeyne,  adj.  ordered.     T*  892 
Ordeynly,  adv.  in  order.     Bo.  1534 
Ordred,  p.p.  ordained.     I  783 
Orfirayi,  uf.  gold  embroidery.    R  S076 
Orisonte,  sb.  horizon.    T<^  276 
Orloge,  sb.  sundial,  clock.     rF  530,  B  4044 
Onhelyn,  sb.  orphan.     Bo.  334 
Osi,  sb.  host,  army.     Former  Age  40 
Ostelementea,  sb.  pi.  utensils,  furniture.  Bo.  455 
Other,  conj.  either,  or 
Ouche,  sb.  jewel.     D  743 
Oules,  sb.  pi.  awls.     D  1730 
Oultrage,  sb.  excess.     Bo.  455 
Ounces,  sb,  pi.  small  pieces.    A  677 
Onnded,  adj.  wavy.^   T"*  743 
Outen,  V,  publish,  display.     E  3438,  G  834 
Out-hees,  sb.  hue  and  cry.     A  2012 
Outher,  conj.  either,  or.     A  1485,  1593 
OutlandlSSh,  adj.  foreign.     Former  Agt  23 
Outrage,  sb.  excess.     Former  Age^ 
Outreye,  v.  pass  beyond  control.     E  643 
Outrely,  adr:  utterly.     C  849 
Out-taken,  prep,  except.  ^   B  377 
Orer-al,  pre/*,  above,  besides 
Over-al,  amf.  everywhere,  genendly.     A  547, 

1664 
Orereste,  adj.  sup.  uppermost.    A  370 
Orerkervith,  pres.  intersects.     As.  i.  |  31 
Orerlad,  /./.  overborne.     B  3101 
Overslope,  sb.  upper  garment.    G  633 
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I    OTBItB,  arf/ optn.     MF^  aid 

OrarUmnrTiiga,  ii4(/,  buiy,  biaaoL     Do.  i 
OnrUnnfliaiA'.  aatM.    A  1941,  Tlfiaj 


I 


Ow<ui,f.  ouihi' 

Ondt,  n>/»7.  alu.    Bo,  n« 


:e.c<pedH]ly  wnUting-pocc, 


PMTBni.  li.  ft  tiagani.    L  786 

pSim,  >«,  iMilit.   rptn 

PllMla,  i^.  paMr.    R  tojs 
FUoya,  if,  p^ioe.    A  »9i> 
PMMtnl.  aO'.  itbliiic.    T*  TM 
FilyngB,  i«.  ihe  auking  1  pupendicalai  ii 

Pi^y*.  d.  //.  p:i1«,  paliuds.     Bo.  i]i 
Fin,  ij.  brain-par,  J;ull.    A  11S5 
Fuuds,  ij.  knife.    A  uig 
Pandaiuias.  j«.  Gnibirad,     Bi^i; 
PkBTtn,  1^,  //,  puioIiTi.     H  Ki  849 
Paniar,  ri).  uiare.     I,  i]i 
Piij)eST,  (A  neppcr.    G  761 
Pipojlji    in    |KVFOt,   popinjay,      B    1937 

Fspafard.  lA,  duulnr.     R  jiBi 

PW^aHUa,  1^.  dwell.     R  «79A 

Papar,  ij.  indenture.    A  4404 

FuBga.  (j.  d^nliy,  high-pnoi.    D  150,  1 

K47i9 
Puumenti,  Pu«Iii«nl(,  li.  fl.  Ma  uny 

Pirunour,  i^.  swcci-bcan.     D  4;! 
FBTunmiTi,  aiti;  pouiomiielr.     T°  i;S 
PuavBOtura,  ParAiintsr,  luM  pEradveni 

tnoSl'ii.  put.  Pill  kA 
PudM, /ar  Bitu,  B  i»r 
FueBal.  lu^'.  eiinal.    T*  B40 

PHemHtM.   ^KPinunmU 

FBisatals,  ij.  itlBionihlp.     I  9118 
PuSiy,  fitrfil.    B  no 
"==C-rf/p«f«l.    A  J. 


pHfrnnMit.  fta.  (omniplitheit.     B 
FmilnIbaiU.r#.  Ml,  pariifaionen.     A  «i 

PaHlorr,  A  pciUiiHT.   c  tai 

FUlBmut,  ti.  parliameal,  detlberalliu 
PMMh  piMt,  lA  nriiti  prist.     R  63 
FinxUB,  ij.  Mriod.    T*  15*8 
pBtMnm,  A.  fl.  panncrh    R  6;ji 


Fwt«tl,  v,  take  pan,  ihare.     -  v'l 
FBTtla,  ti,  nuluan.     A  ifijr 
FvtrnK-tMimM,  li.  f/.  pnnnen. 
PBTVyi.  m*.  churtB-portll.     A  jlo 


1 

i 


d  uWel  1 


Peple,  .1^,  p»>|.le.    A  wj 
Parou,  adp.  perctuncc     R  Mif 
PartiBly,  >i,  panley.    A  43$a 
PsnboiLym.  >A  psidmnt.    Ri 
Pardnikua,  a^^  lasiing.    1 1 


PanayiLadJ 
FaaUBetti.  t 


Pertlt,  ajj.  perfect.     A  la^t 
Patlnsd,  A/,  deatnyed.     I  «* 
FeiTM,  i^.  pKcious  ttsaa,  jml 


/ni.y/.dhtBb   An 

ParrfDlu,  >/.  periwiiikla.    II  {q 

PnMS,  lAfApeaa.   Xf^S 


FvB,  ff.  magpi«i  chAttnVk    1*9 

_A?'" _ 


Ishto,  /fiA  piicbed. 
-Efl,p,(Opeep,T»r 


Wpfeks: 


Plkail,  /it(.  «l._ ^, 

Frkspon,  i^  pick^pociMi.    A  .„ 
Fykaral.  lA  young  tA«     B  UV 

FUohe,  i^,  fui . — ■      'I ^  - 

PUMl.  «.!/.  pti 


Filers,  i^.  rilli 
PUled,  f  '  -'■■ 


•?^ 


A^»4 


FynaksE,  ['.  nvir  ai.A  jdi 

Py^«.  j^  pai..,  lonwt    \**tt,i 
PyS'trMi,  j^,  //,  pine-ittea,    Ba. 

Plp«r,  •»//  UHd  foi  pipa  n  ^n 

Srl«,  j/.  peaT.i.«.     k  »iiT 
■siDTre,  1'.  ant.     D  itii 
Platal,  ./i.  rpiitle,  slory.     Ii  i«t 
Pttaiuice.  1).  poninn  of  food.     A 
FlacB,  lA,  rhlcf  houiE.    I)  igid 
Pl&gei.  »>.  //.  loulb.  iiiuncn.    1 
PUysB,  I*,  fi.  devicea,    HI.  jUg 


GLOSSARY 


flat.     B  3947 

V.  flatly.    T3  786 

>lay,  jest.    A  1137 

/.  (1)  full,  A  315 ;  (3)  plain,  frank,  L 

278 

kya,  adv.  (i)  fully,  A  327 ;  (9)  plainly, 

complain.  ^  D  1^3 

Pres.  arguing.     PF  495 

,  adv.  plainly.     T^  273 

),  sb.  pleasure.     L  1446 

ten,  V.  plead.     T^  1468,  Bo.  396 

:nd.     £  1160,  R  4389 

./.   plucked,  D  790;   Pligbta,  /^/. 

ight.    T*  713 
.Id.    I'ai204 
adj.  moist.  Bo.  64,  616 
adj.  vulgar.     T*  1677 
(ij.  Apulian.     F  105 
,  adj.  pungent.     A  353 
;  IngOOdpoynt,  in  good  condition,  A 
po3rnt  devys,  carefully,  A  ^689 
•p.  pencil,  stylus.     D  1743,  Bo.  18 10 
xxlcet,  bag.     A  3780 
sb.  pi.  bags.     G  808 
'.  pulley.     F  184 

aettyB,  sb.  pi.  pomegranates.     R  1356 
crown,  top.     A  3689 
dj.  dappled.     A  616^ 
ole.     Bo.  1435,  As.  i.  f  14 
sb.  puppet.     A  3354 
poppet,  doll.     B  1891 
ret.  bedizened.     R  1019 
\b.  dagger.     A  3931 
b.  poor  folk,     k  247 
sb.  pi.  corollaries.     Bo.  934 
%dj.  portable.    As.  [17I 
8,  sb.  portcullis.     K  4168 
sb.  breviary.     B  1321 
ir,  sb.  artist.     A  1899 
I  cold.     A  4153 
.  s.  put  the  case,  suppose.     A  1163,  T^ 

ion,  sb.  pi.  members  of  endowed  orders. 

prts.    s.    pushes^    L   2430;    PoiMd, 

I,  /.A  pushed,  driven,  T*  415,  R  4625 

b.  abscess.     Bo.  694 

:b.  staff.     D  1776,  T^  1223,  R  368 

sb.  potentate.     D  2007 

irohant,  sb.  flavouring  powder.    A  381 

sb.  food  for  pigs.     Former  Age  7 

pawn  in  chess.     Bl.  660 
ret.  blown.     H  90 
%dv.  poorly.     A  1412 
>ulse.     T^  1 1 14 
'.  power.     Bo.  1423,  R  6484 
nigO,  sb.  puncturing.     I  418 
press.     R  4198  ^ 
OUn,  sb.  preaching.     B  1176 
press,  crowd.     B  393,  865 
.  priest.     B  4010 

stand  testing.     G  64s 
prts.  sub/,  surpass.     D  96 
es.  s.  pray.    B  3995 
tPres.  s.  preens.     E  201  x 
.  praise.     L  67 

:,  adj.  prophetic     Fartunt  54 
v.  imprint.    T*  900 


Pr88,  sb.  crowd.    T2  1718 

Preso,  Preten,  v.  press,  R  3899,  Pile  19 ;  Fret- 

Prest,  adj.  ready.    'H  785,  T»  485 

Pretendo,  v.  intend.    T**  933 

Pretertt.  adj'.  past.    R  5011 

Preyo,  so.  proof.    T*  470,  690 

Preve,  v.  prove.    L  9 

Prydeleg,  adj.  without  pride.  Compltyntt  to  his 

Lady  25 
Prlghie,  pret.  pricked.     F  418 
Prlfite,  pret.  pierced.    ABC  163 
PrikASOIir,  so.  hard  rider.    A  189 
Prlketb,  prts.  s.  spurs.    A  1043 
PrUr^nS,  sb.  spurring.     A  lox 
Prikko,  sb.  pomt,  centre.     Bo.  1030 
PrlllO.    See  note^  R  1058 
Prime,  sb.  the  time  between  6  and  9  A.M.     B 

1278,  4387 
Prime,  At  prime  face,  primA  fude^  at  first 

^  glance 

Prymerole,  sb.  primrose.    A  |268 
Prys,  sb.  value,  estimation.    A  67,  B  3285 
Piyyee,  adj.  secret.    D  1136 
Pryyely,  adv.  secretly.    A  1441 
Proladoni,  sb.  pi.  preludes.     Bo.  270 
Prolle,  pres.  pi.  prowl.    G  141 2 
Propre,  o^'.  proper,  own.    T^  1487 
Propreie,  sb. property.     T*392 
Prow,  sb.  profit.     B  1598,  T«  1664 
Pruesse,  sb.  prowess.     Bo.  12Q1 

Pulle,  V.  pluck,  A  652;  Polled,/./.  A  177 

Pnrohace,  v.  obtain.    T^  557 

Pnrolias,  sb.  earnings.     A  256 

Pliroliaiyng>  <f^*  prosecuting.     A  320 

PurohaBOHr,  sb.  prosecutor.     A  319 

Pure,  adj.  mere,  very.     A  1279 

Pored,/./,  refined.     F  1560 

Purpre,  adj.  purple.     L  654 

Punewlng,  adj.  following,  in  accordance  with. 

Bl.  958 
Pnrtreye.  v.  draw.    A  96 
Pnrrelable,  adj.  providenttaL    Bo.  655 
Porvelannoe,  j^.  providence.     A  1252 
Porresro,  v.  provide.     £  191 
Pat,  pres.^  putteth.     L  653 
Put,  sb.  pit.     I  170 
PatOHn,  sb.  pi.  whoremongers.     I  886 


I,  adj.  evil.     A  4357 
Le,  sb.  hoarseness.     A  4152 
ualm,  sb.  disease,  A  2014 ;  death-note,  T^  382 
Oappo,  r.l  flutter.    T3  57 
neeme,  sb.  mill.    B  ^264 
ueynte,  //.  adj.  quaint.    A  1531 
aeynte,  sb.  pudendum  muliebre.    A  3276 

eynte,  pret.  was  quenched.     A  2334 

eyntlie,  sb.  elegance,  I  932 ;  contrivance,  1 733 

eUe,  r.  kill.     B  4580 

emen,  v.  please.    T»  695  ;  pres.  pi.  T«  803 

erne,  sb.  mill.    HF>  708 
uerrour,  sb.  quarry  man.     R  4149 
leitemongerf ,  sb.  pi.  holders  of  inquests.     I 

797 
etbe,  pres.  s.  say,  cry.     R  6999 

ke,  adj.  pi.  alive.     A  X015 
ked,  pret.  revived.     A  2j^5 
kneue,  sb.  liveliness.     Bl.  36 
yble,  sb.  a  part  sung  a  fifth  above  the  air. 
A  3332 
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QnjTboUly,  jI.  tulhir  boiled 


BmL  aJj.  toyal.     B  4)« 
RMaUt,  >j.  toyolty.     ^st/hm 


BMOIm,  fra.  mij.  apound.    B  40S6 

KaoobMsu,  adj,  cmlas.    A  179 

"--' - — ■*  f.f.  dated  back.    HI.  jj^ 


KaoTsiulln,  ii 


i.  vkaleocc     Farttut 


Badh  B«««,  i«  couorL    Bl  loj 
BadaiMi, a</.  deviocloi.    PiUxi 
AtdmibFiiEK  i'-  glanTiniig-    A  bsd 
BMlOirta,  t>.  toped.    Bo.  t3 
RMO,  a/r.  nd.    B  ijat 
BMd,  BMls,  '«.  e«ui»L     A  <ii6 
BaenOBn,  />«.  */.  rend,  JcMryv.     Bo.  io9» 
BM«,  it.  nee ;  U  »  NM,  butily.    1^  uo 
BafMt, /.;>.  refnilied.    Bo.  isyi 
KyB^ttM,  P,  cool,  T>  vrt :  RaDi 
ttvn,/'/-  'romi.cael,  I  341,  ^«f 
BUof ,  (<:  Rfuge.     BB53.,/^u 
BaialJ*,  Ji«.  nmjsly.    Pitt  6} 
RagiJi,  ij.  >/.  rajli  priviletn.     L . 
Baga*,  I*,  kingdom.    A  idiS 
KniM,  ^ /£  mind  dinoi.    tlK*i 
UchH./>rr.  mched.     HP  3^4 
Jt*JtM,  /./.  (1)  railed,  BL  117; ;  (9) 
K^lnena,  if.  huiJocH.    Sitg.^i 


BaMlgar,  ni.  ca 


BvIanM.  r.  melt.     G  117S 
Bamea.  if.  >/.  mlms.    B  4-p«.  Ba  7- 
Braiairaa.  ;<.>.  rcmoivl.     f  Ui 
BamDTda.^ffi.  i^'.  ohm  lamacv. 

Bamonltti,  ■ma.  Bo.  ijig 
KaDunintal.  /./.  aiucd  10  ru  >f>^- 
EemiLabta,  oi^'.  cfaaji£eaibEe'     T*  rt^? 

Banal^,  •tji:  elaquenllf.     D  iy>9 
BanojaB,  ^.  ileny,  B 1751 ;  BMiayM,  ' 
Bengaa,  >#.  iV.  nnks.     A  iMi 
Banomaa.  i^.  reoown.     DitS9.Li-t 
BoikOTalaiUHMa.  li. >/.  mtrvilL     Hi - 
BaiiOTaUaii,/m. //.  rcDCB.     11017 
Boot,  rEndcLh.     L  Ciid 
Santa,  >^.  Income.    B  401; 
Bapllouitnin.  i).  reply.     A  iltC,  fr 
Bapranda.  V.  npcebeikd.  blwA    T>  s^ 
BaqiMnbtB|  hi^'.  ^xbable^    So.  441 

.     .,        nuueu   'li  47?,  s 
rescue.    'PSu 

il.fi.  ofwiooi.    Aei« 

d^.  r^lcH.    C7>< 

1-  *K  H<      . 


BaTaataB,/rrf.>£cla(£t  urw.     T' 

KaTOkU,  c.  call  Uck,  ntttn     'Pi>>a 

BaWHd.  r^.  n^ard-     B  •445 

BaWB,  A.  raw.     A  aSM 

Etawaltioan,!^.  iinoothkx>«,[ii«TA.    k^ 

Bawllolis,  n,^:.  Edtirdile.     Ba.  ju 

Banns,  i\  lealiB.     K  441 

RlUble.  Bntilbla,  li.  liddle.    A  *»«.  < ' 
BlGbaaae,  j3.  nctiti.     B  107 

KiflSr'A/.  pi«iKd!*R  il^T™"" 

**'"■     ■'    '^"  """  ""  pcrfonjeij  phds  n 
ofMAjf— ■-•-      * 
Bights,  <4'.  diretc.     B  nA 
USbttiH.  aJj.  righoom.    .lACu 
BJEto,  >,^/.  tighl.    ASCji 
BytDplad,  ^/.  wiiolchd.     R  4, 

KiiljB,  BUlfc,  •*.  ™iL     RtMi,T 
BUt,  ritclh.     Bt&4.l.Ku 
Wt.ri<l«h.    A^,  ' 

BochB,  it.  njck.     Hn  «a 
Bodbatte.  iK  rochet,  linen  mt 
Boda.  it.  niddiniu.    B  twif 

■  rood, a™*.     UriM 

/n>.  Lihako.     LneS 
--kod.    EaSj 


GLOSSARY 


pres.  pL  ran.     B  4578 
rei.  rode.    A  066 
rtt.  clave.     HPl  373 
sb.  pi.  astrological  roots.     F  1276 
/./.  reaped.     L  74 
>.  uproar.     T*  45 
,  adj.  rosy.     Bo.  353 
r^.  rose-tree.     R  165 1,  3059 
adj.  made  of  roses.     R  845 
i.  a  small  harp.    A  236 


409;  RoQketh, 


e,  pret.  recked.    Tl  496 

I,  V.  cower,  huddle,  T* 
r.  A  1308 
',  sb.  hack.    A  390 

II,  j^.  circlet.     H  F«  283 

IgOB,  sb.  pi.  whisperings.     HF^  870 
so.  assembly.     B  776 
V.  assemble  together.     B  540 
I,  prts.  X.  snores.     A  3647 
,  sb.  pity.    A  914 
K,  so.  rumbling.     HF^  843 
h.  roof.     A  3837 
xdi.  pi.  rough.     R  1838 
xdv.  rouzhly.    G  861,  T^  so6 
b.  row,  line,  H  F^  448  ;  ROWO8,  pi.  rays, 
»,  Mars  2 

prts.  pi.  whisper.    D  241 
Ig,  sb.  snorine.    A  4166 
I,  sb.  kind  of  nddle.     A  3331 
:,  sb.  robin.     PF  349 
€ulj.  unkempt.    A  2883 
I,  so.  moaning  wind,  A  1979;  rumour,  E 


I,  sb.  pi.  satchels,  bags.     Bo.  90 
/.  steadfast.     £  220 

adi*.  firmly,  seriously,  steadfastly.     A 
B  1266,  74^ 

tt.  saw.     B  809,  BL  1088 
assay.    R  5162 
rtS,  sb.  pi.  dancers.     R  770 
.  soul.     A  4187 

1.  salute,  B  1723 ;  Salued,  pnt,  R  36x0; 
rod,/.^.  F  1310 
sb.  pt.  willows.     D  655 
sb.  samite.    T^  109 
rn,  adj.  red.     A  439 
\b.  serge.     A  2568 
is.  sb.  pi.  sacks.     Bo.  90 
iin,  adj.  made  of  Saracen  cloth,  soft  silk. 
8 

tt.  fitted,  suited,   L  1735;  Sate,  subj, 
befit,  T^  117 
ij.  safe.    G  950 
sb.  psalter.     R  431 
,  sb.  psaltery,  smaJl  harp.    A  296 
nn,  sb.  salvation.     £  1677 
ij.  safe.     An.  267 
'.  sage.     A  2713 
Tde,  sb.  safe-conduct.     T"*  139 
IB,  adj.  pleasant,  toothsome.     R  84,  28x2 
sb.  safety.     R  6869 
eem,  adj.  pimpled.    A  625 
b.  sayinz.    G  691 
adj.  scaoby.    A  627 
r^.  scab.    Adam  3 
mo,  sb.  mason's  rule.     R  7064 
oh,  sb.  skirmish.     1^611 
sb.  harm,  misfortune.     A  446 
i.p.  scattered.     Bo.  1478 


4105 


Sohrowet,  sb.  pi.  rascals.     Bo.  1365 

Solat,  sb.  slate.     Mtrciles  Beaute  34 

Solaundre,  sb.  slander,  scandal.     £  722 

Solendre,  adj.  slender.     A  587 

Soochonns,  sb.  pi.  escutcheons.     R  893 

Soole,  sb.  school.     B  i68< 

Sooleye,  v.  attend  school.    A  309 

Scomes.  sb.  pi.  foaming^     Bo.  161 2 

Soorkliih,  pres.  s.  scorches.     Bo.  525 

Sorlptnre,  sb.  inscription.     T3  1369 

Sorli,  sb.  writing.     T^  1130 

SoriyenlSthly,  adtf.  like  a  scribe.    T^  Z026 

Seohe,  v.  seelc.    A  784 

Seoree,  adj.  secret.     B 

See,  sb.  sea.     Bl.  67 

See,  sb.  scat.     T4  1023 

Seeke,  adj.  sick.    A  18 

Seel,  sb.  happiness.     A  4239 

Seeld,  adiK  seldom.     B  2340,  Ba  1442 

Seele,  sb.  seal.     B  882 

SMe.  sb.  seat.     Bo.  102 

Seign,  B^.pret.  saw.    A  192, 13  277 

Seyl,  sb.  sail.     A  606 

8eyn,p.p.  seen.     H624 

Seyn,  prrs.  pi.  say.     B  622 

Seynd,  /./.  singed.     B  4035 

SemtnAne,  Sesmtwarie,  sb.  sanctuary.    I  781, 

Bo.  X31 
SeiftOW,  sayest  thou.     D  292 
Selde,  adif.  seldom.    A  1539,  T^  493 
Sely,  adj.  innocent,  simple,  good,  A  3404,  B  689, 

1702  ;  stranee,  HF*  5 
Selyly,  ado.  happily.     Bo.  q86 
Selmesse,  sb.  happiness.    !*»  825 
Selye,  adj.  self-same.     A  2584 
Semblable,  adj.  like.    I  408 
Semblant,  sb.  appearance.     L  1736,  R  3205 
Semelyhede,  sb.  goodliness.    R  1130 
Semycope,  sb.  short  cloak.    A  262 
Semytoun,  sb.  low  noise.    A  3697 
Sencer,  sb.  censer.     A  3340 
Sendal,  sb.  fine  silk.     A  440 
Senltb,  sb.  zenith.     As.  ii.  f  26 
Bent,  pres.  sendeth.    T^  1123 
Sentence,  sb.  meaning,  purport.    A  306,  C  157 
Septemtrionn,  sb.  the  north.    B  3657 
SerenonB,  adj.  serene.     Ptte  92  (emend.) 
Sereyns,  sb.  pi.  sirens.     R  684 
Servage,  sb.  servitude.     A  1946 
Senraunt.  sb.  lover.    A  181 4 
Sesons,  so.  pi.  seasons.    A  347 
Sete,  V.  were  seated.     T^  81 
Setewale,  sb.  valerian.     R  7370 
Sette . . .  cappe,  befool.    A  586 
Senr.  adv.  surely.     T^  1633 
Seurte,  sb.  surety.     A  1604 
Sewed,  pursued.     B  4527 
Sewet,  sb.  pi.  dishes.     F  67 
Sbal,  pres.  s.  owe.     T3  791 
Shale,  sb.  shell.     HF3  igx 
ShalxnyoB,  x^.  //.  shawms.     HF3  128 
ShaltOW,  shall  thou 
Shapen,  pres.  pi.  prepare.     A  772 
Shaply,  adzf.  likely.     T^  1452 
Shawe,  x^.  grove.     A  4367,  T3  720 
Sheeldes,  sb.  pi.  French  crowns.    A  278 
Sheene,  adj.  beautiful.     A  166 
Sheete,  i>.  shoot.    A  3928 
Shende,  harm,  A  4410;  Shindeth,  confounds^ 

B28 


76s 


>.  iHDOiniiky. 

a,  M.  M.  (heep-rolds. 
1, 1*.  sbiit.    A  ijM 


Sbatta,  fnt.  at 
"■"de,  »«*/-.  // 


n^ST/ 


WouIhI 


d  ihlUa,  Cod  (■^M. 


P,  fnl.  shaped,  i 


Shatwyndnra,  ik  viodow  wiih  a  bait. 
Blurar,  it,  onniaughi,  '!'•  47 :   abonm, 

BhnweHiiai 


« 


Blyo.  mtt.  fl.  cicvo.     Rt.  iig 
Blyk,  adi.  tlceli.     D  ^T 

sSly,  orfn.  dtverif.     A. 441 
Bllt.;t<n.  1.  tlidcifa.    Oeai,  PF 
au»Bta.  !*.  jlivn,  [«it.     1*  loti     J 
Slommt,  ptti.  I.  ilumbcnu.    R  m 
Slow.  Slouxli,/'r/.  >!(■>.     B^S 

Slowe,  it.  niiHh.     R  n^x 


Sodirnlliilu),  ufr.  inddHitr- 

Solxa,  i#.  »lace.    A  nt 

Solayn,  Wy.  uJiiuy.     VV  tar,  R  J 

StriampBa,  aJj.  tulena,  Eai ** 

Boniiul.  a^.  umcwbal- 


'.'JUS.d 


Sond.  SoonO,  li.  and.     PF  ajj.  B 


soona,  1'.  oiui.    B  44!7 
Boota.  ni(r.//.  tw«i.     Ai 

aap».  .*.»(>    Aim 

Sopor.  i>.  sunptr.     A  jo* 
SopbyiBB,  'A.  pnibltiii,    E  j 


Borwlol.  at/.  Hirewfiil.  hte  (s 
Soty,  ai<i.  tad,  lucklcB.  A  tau 
Sothtftwa.  SothsiMslt.  jdCu* 

a^,  ^/  tublU.     L  ij;£ 
aomUoan.  A  //.  uUIicri.     R  <■] 
SoDgba,  lA.  tow.     I  lOt 
BoallM,  1;.,  HiLuhur.    HFSj.e 
BatIB,  i^,  »IInil.     Bl.  ll«s 
hoaiiaa.  Int. /I.  ri™  (mm.     I  m 
Bonrai.  if.  fl,  bvcki.    Bl,  v»t 
Bonn,  i^.  Fuinc,  mctni.     D  igA  fl 
Bontan,  jii,  cobblEi.    A  jom  ^ 

Bantu,  adj.  thin,  nibde.  ^  aaii^  ■ 

BomUnaua,  n',  Sutiwias.     B  jj 
Bowdcd.  f.f.  aiuchMl,  dnvMi. 
Soira.  T<,  vw,  biicn.    T*  ibi 
Soirlca,  ['.  lUck.    A  41J7 
Bowna,  n.  wund,  ptay.    Ast}  _ 

Sownsd.  /ni.  nndad  in,  fi  jMStl 


GLOSSARY 


h.  spare  time,  opportunity.    A  35, 1"*'  505 

•et.  spoke.    A  304 

V70,  adj\  newly  s|>un,  fresh.    T^  1665 

.,  /tart.  pres.  sparing.     R  5363 

9,  /rr/.  locked.     R  3320 

tb.  halberd.     A  3590,  R  5978 

isbingB,  j^.  blooming.     K  3633 

(.  species,  kind,  class.     Bo.  1791,  I  407 

Jioun.  sb.  contemplation.     Bo.  1660 

xb.  sphere.^    F  1280 

h.  dat.  recital.     B  2083 

sb.  buttery.     D  193 1 

p.p.  shut.     R  2008 

xb.  //.  spheres.     PF  59 

k,  sb.  sparrow-hawk.    T^  1193,  R  4033 

spit.    T*  1617 
'.  die,  perish,  destroy,  B  285,  A   3278, 
\  \  SpUt,  p.p.  killed,  B  857 
y,  adv.  angrily.     A  3476 
xb.  pi.  spurs.     A  473 

a,  pres.  s.  tramples,  T*  797;  Spomed, 
Lumbled,  A  ^280 

l6,  sb.  mamage.     £  115 

./.  spread,  scattered.     Bl.  873 

I,  Spreynd,  /./.  mingled.     Bo.   397, 

•Ides,  sb.  pi.  stone-hurlers.     K  4 191 
I,  sb.  pi.  scales.     G  759 
out,  adj.  squeamish.    A  3337 
sb.  measuring-square,  R  70(64 :  Squsrrei, 
i.  I  13 

sb.  race-course.     Bo.  1275 
tt.  stuck.    'V^  1372 

7.  stole.     Bl.  652,  1250 

,    Stames,    sb.    linsey-woolsey,   coarse 
I  1052,  L  2360 

b.  pool.     I  841 

rts.  s.  standetli.     B  1704 

tapon, /./.  advanced.     B  4011,  E  1514 

\.  starling.     PF  348 

Tf/.  died.     A  933 

adj.  pi.  strong,  stiflT.     B  3560 

xb.  steersman.     B  448 

08,  a/lj.  without  rudder.     B  439 
V.  ascend.     Bo.  877 

sb.  stair.    Mars  129,  T*  1705 

>16,  sb.  steel.     T^  593,  HF^  175 

.  handle.  _  A  3785 

),  7'.  turn  into  a  star.     L  595 

Prei.  shone.    A  203 

,  V.  cease,  A  903;  StentO,   pret.  Bl. 

dj.  bright.     A  201 

,  sb.  pi.  tracks.     Bo.  80 

h.  steersman,  guide,  HF^  437,  T'  1291 ; 

,T564i 

.  steer,  guide.     TS  yio 

stir,  HF«  59;  discuss,  T-*  1451 ;  Storyng, 

art.  moving,  H  F*  59 

^.p.  controlled,  L  935 

^,  sb.  pi.  sterling  pennies,  C  907,  HF3 

sb.  pi.  stars.    A  208 

'tret,  started,  L  1301 ;  alighted,  A  952 

^res.  sub.  die.     A  1x44 

,  sb.  voice,  A  2563  ;  appmntment,  Mars 

t'.  closet.    T3  601 

),  adj.  stubborn.     D  456 

climt}.     Bo.  1550 


Styere,  sb.  rudder.    Ba  1078 

Suked,  pret.  pierced.     B  3897 

Stlllatorie,  sb.  vessel  for  distilling.     G  580 

Stvnt,  pres.  s.  stinteth,  ceases.    A  3421 

Sticrte,  pret.  started.     A  1579 

Stsrtll,  sb.  anvil.    A  2026 

Styves,  sb.pl.  stews,  brothels.    D  1332 

Styward,  sh.  steward.    B  914 

Stoke,  V.  stab.     A  2546 

StOkkOd,  /./.  set  in  the  stocks.    T^  380 

StondO,  r.  stand.    A  745 

Stoon,  sb.  stone.    A  774 

Stoor,  sb.  farm-stock.    A  598 

StOOro.  adj.  stubborn.     K  3367 

Storial,  adj.  historical.     L  702 

StOt,  sb.  cob.    A  615 

StOimdO,  sb.  while,  time,  B  Z021 ;  StOOndOB, //. 

Bo.  320 
StOUndemelO,  ad7>.  momently.    T^  674,  R  9304 
Stonr,  sb.  conflict.     R  1270 
StrakO,  v.  run.     Bl.  131 1 
StranghtO,  pret.  stretched.    A  9916 
Streoone,  v.  stretch.    An.  341,  TJ  888 
StrOO,  sb.  straw.    A  2918,  Bl.  670 
Streon,  Strono,  sb.  race,  lineage.     £  157,  R 

Stroll,  adj.  narrow.    A  174 
Stremos,  sb.pl.  beams.     Bl.  338 
Strono,  sb.  lineage.     R  4859 
Stronget,  sb.  pi.  strings.    PF  98,  T^  739 
Strike,  sb.  hank,  A  ^6 ;  Strfkot,  //.  strokes, 

As.  i.  I  19 
Stroof,  pret.  strove.    A  1038 
StrOUtod, /r^/.  spread.     A  3315 
StubbOf,  sb.  pi.  stumps.     A  1978 
Studies,  sb.  pi.  desires,   purposes.      Bo.  659, 

1309 
StUWO.  sb.  stew,  fish-pond.     A  350 
Submitted  to,  /./.  subsumed  under.     Bo.  1638 
Suoddent,  sb.  subordinate  house  in  astrology. 

As.  ii.  I  3 
Suorod,  /./.  sugared.     T^  384 
Suffiiaunoe,  sb.  sufficiency.     Bl.  1037 
Sufltaunt,  adj.  patient.     Bl.  1009 
SugOt,  sb.  subject.     R  3535 
Suuenyo,  sb.  galterdine.     R  1333 
Surement,  sb.  surety,  pledge.     F  1 534 
SurquidrlO,  sb.  arrogance,  over-confidence.      I 

405,  1067 
Sursanuro.  sb.  surface-healed  wound.     F  1113 
Sustron,  so.  pi.  sisters.     A  10x9 
SUWO,  V.  follow.     I'i  379 
Swa,  adtt.  so.     A  4040 
Swal,  pret.  swelled.     B  1750 
SwalWO,  sb.  swallow.     1^  64 
Swappo,  Swapo,  t.  strike.     E  586,  G  366 
Swaime,  sb.  stroke.     UY^  35 
Swofgh,  sb.  sway,  movement.     B  396 
SwoltO,  pret.  fainted.     E  X776,  "P  347 
SwolWOj  pres.  sub.  swallow,  E  xz88  ;  SwelWOtll, 

pres.  tnd.  s.  swallows,  B  3805 
Sword,  sb.  sword.     A  3546 
Swoto,  V.  sweat.    G  570 
Swoyono,  sb.  dream.     B  4086 
Swiob,  esdj.  such.     D  381 
Swynk,  sb.  toil.    A  x88 
Swynko,  v.  toil.    A  186 
Swynkoro,  sb.  labourer.     A  531 
Swtro,  sb.  throat.^    R  325 
SwythO,  adi'.  quickly.     C  796,  An.  336 


1^1 


GLOSSARY 


Sirys.  V.  have  sculial  intercourw  with,     A  41?S 
Swogh.  I*,  swoon,  f'ilr  16 ;  groin,  A  36.9 
Btrolowe  j^.  euilrf.  guir.    i,  1.04 

srf™sfc4=s... 

SWDOI,  d.  iwtal.     tl  578 

Bwougt,  li.  Hughing  wind.    A  1979 

T.  hclorr  a  vtrb  btglnnifie  wilh  1  vowel,  lo:  B 

Taa.  i<.  take    A  4110 

TbakM,  jM.  tuokol.     A  310, 

Tabard,  j*.  rfuirt  coal  for  a  hmld.  A  »;  for 

willingly,  A  16.6,  a<07 

i»Js€i2„  ,^ 

nuna,  mv:  and  adt:  lb™ 

ThatlS^thin.    T"B.c.**^ 

TabODTsn,  /m.  //.  dnm.    L  154 

Tbat,  intradndngaDOpuuvxtaiaK.    1*) 

TbaTji.  tbc  «!><(£    A  -rrf, 

Taqlw.  li.  qiulitr.     Bal^«. 

strata.  i«.(i»  silk.    A44<> 

;&i°;f^-,:Sf^Xr.5.*^«.. 

alUe,  J*,  a  tally,  credit.     A  570 

Th«I»!rVrip^riiy ;  T»«l  UudiB, » 

The^^iiMn,  r-.  ibri«.     E,6«,C»fl 

Theeoh,  Tlieek.  ™*,;  j»r„.  ihri^  1.  C 

Takel,  ih.  ucklc    A  loS 

AlM4 

TalB,  lA.  ;p«ch.    BI.  31s 

Theltect.  the  efTect 

Tale,  Tftl«n,  r..   talk,  idl  woria.    TS  iji,  A 

Thelgh.  £<■-./ .bMEh.    T«.,j 

Their,  the  air.     D  .939 

Talont,  i^.  disin.    B  iij;.  Bo.  160 

Tbenohg,  f.  •hink.    A  33;] 

TalygbW,  .oalighl 

ThanoroM,  the  incrtsK.     A  ^; 

TaljrngB,  i*.  ilory-tdling.     B  iSu 

Thennoi,  orfr ,  thence 

Theortfc  li.  theory.     A*.  iL  r«f. 

Ther,  *ft..  there,  when,     AaCog.'HM 

T^i^  ^0  alleRe^^    ^ 

Thei,  iiitlnJucing  an  cfKadve  fknoe.    \ 

Tamande  id  amend 
T»n   //   taken      K  ■B)4 

SSSSS^fct-b-"""-  ■"»■ 

Tape«   j/   //  rihindi      An,. 

Thaltat,  the  etuie.  ink 

Taplnaga  li  hiding    In  taploags   incognito. 

K7i(t 

ThawM,  #(1.  //,  gnod  qualElie*.     E  lUr 

Tapycer   iS   lapeslri  maktr      A  361 
Taplte   i^   carpet      bl    a6D 

Thldar,  mh:  thither   ^                           " 

Tbllka.  that  same.    A  >8> 

ThJ'iig,  I/'. ;  UakB  a  Uiyas.  draw  ap  1 

jsurrs-ter-s.— '* 

TatarwaggBi  .*  //  utters.    R  7«7 

ffirla5i:r?'2^'v,« 

Tarna  toadvn^      It  miA 

TeoobBl  ti  fl  in  <iUil.ii«     T"  935  HP  MB, 

•,£.V',...H     A,* 

The,  0*.  ^cn,    bl.  lojj 
Tho.U«*                      " 
Tttelsd,  /./.  luffetrd,    D  .t4« 

TBSnS   .*   -Lotro*      W«(  3 

■moo.  art,  then,     L  7S7 

Teyna    <*   tb  n  pbit  or  metal      i    iio; 

ThoBght,  rf,  .^.tiety.  'r  jc8 

TBTPbrace  Ucmbiacc    11  lAgi 

Thrute,  Mr/,  ihrnii.    T*  11^^ 

■raTBpa,A«.//,c^L    CE^" 

T™Slo    ''Tn/S'^ri'^*^ 

Thraite,...  thraii,  A  e6.,:  ThratMi,/, 

Tsmprors  1*  leiopennc     R  41J; 

lie,  4fc 

Temp.  ,     ien«     {,87, 

ThrBtjug,  sh.  ihratcn.ng,    G  698 

Ten  Ton  10  -mwdo  icn  .™«  a.  m.id      L  755 

Tondyte  t-  -n  1  te 

Thrye.  k'm.''ivh:  thrict.    T» to 
TUringa,  ••,  thru.!,    T*M        ^ 

Thrtllan,  ™.,/,  •■■w,  ihineer.    D  «59 

Tanqunron         n  y 

Tonllfly    ,1            1^      J   „4 

Tercol  ,'    1      c(     I  rl      f[rcy)     PF  393 

Throire.  lA,  ibon  ipacs  o(  liiiK.    Bom, 

Tanr  a /, ' i^'rful'  Vp=i 
Tsriai   •!•    taiin..     R  665 

p-,i,  K.                                             "" 
ThrowM.  J*.  //.  thioes,    T»  ai>6,  ixn 

TBrniB   ,h      In  Urms    In  Vnrmn    prcciitly, 

Thnul.  ./•.  Ihir^t,     R«7» 

Thtirrt«,/>r/,  needed,     T<  5™ 
TburgS-Bin././,  pierced.    A  loio 
TUnrrolc,  >h.  hold  of  a  ihip,  link.     I  jSj. 

Twni^,    "Ltermne      PF  .« 

T»T»a,*/  Mnppcd      t.  ,,5, 

GLOSS AR  V 


whittle,  HF3  848 ;  Thwyton,  /.A 

ort  knife.     A  3933 

I  bird :  WdyveB,  //.  ¥  648 
I.     A  ^428 

instability.     Truth  3 
A.  180 

.  tillers.     R  4339 
illing.     Bo.  1637 
/.  timbrels.     R  772 
1.     A  233 
n,  Bo.  1132 ;  Tlren,  //vx.  //.  Tl 

ides.     Tl  333 

hesitating,     l'^  1744 

ct.     Tl  488 

'Oted.     I  894 

t  one.     Bo.  1587 

^re/ix;  a  few  instances  are  given 

.  //.  break  in  pieces.     A  26 11 

I  636 
3cfore.     T3  335 

A  555 

It.     D  2267 

ogether,  at  close  quarters, 


Bo. 


his  year.     T^  241 

:ounted.     B  3676 

ols.     Tl  63a 

toll.    A  562 

e.     Bo.  5^1 

f. //.  of  1  oledo.     F  1273 

ib.  pi.  female  tumblers.     C  477 

eward.  T^  1201 

that  one.  Bo.  1066,  R  5217 

tie.     B  1666 

cask.     E  215 

2726 ;  Toon,  //.  B  4052 

iment.     C  955 

of  bead.     A  590 
point  by  point,  exactly.     T*  497, 

^.  tear  in  pieces.     E  572 

rent  in  pieces.     C  709 

mament.    T^  1669 

^.  slashed.     R  840 

aerated.     B  3801 

ttler.     L  353 

r.     A  4253 

m.     G  635 

et.     A  1909 

)/.  round  holes.     A  2x52 

side.    A  ^12 

outlive.     D  za6o 

>wel.     R 161 

.  went  to  pieces.     Mars  loa 

.     L285 

Gentilesse  3 
I,  sens.  ob.     B  4368 
etrayed.     HPl  100 
aces.     A  2139,  T^  222 
reacbery.     An.  156 
V.  transmute.     T^467 
pl.  trapping.    A  2499 
between,  pimp.    T*  273 
mp.     T*  690 

e  for  unruly  horses.     AjiaSa 
rtain,  screen.     £  1817,  T>  674 


Treohonr,  sb.  traitor.    R  6602 

Tredefowel,  sb.  treader  of  fowb,  sens.  ob.    B 

3135 
Troget,  sb.  deceit.     R  6267 
Tr^tour,  sb.  juggler,  Hfs  167 ;  TfegeWiirM, 

pT.  F  114X 
Trenden,  v.  roll.    Bo.  1043 
Trental,  sb.  series  of  masses  for  the  dead.    I> 

Trepoget,  sb.  engine  for  casting  stones.     R  6279 

TreBOUn,  sb.  treason.     L  1783 

Treionr,  sb.  head-dress.     K  568 

Tretable,  adj.  tractable,    communicative.      L 

411,  Bl.  532 
Tretee,  sb.  treaty.    A  1288 
Tretys,  adj.  well-made.    A  152 
'fretu,  sb.  treatise,  document.     T^  1697 
Trewe,  adj.  true.    A  531 
Trewo,  sh.  truce.    TS  1779 
TreW0-lOT6,  sb.  condiment  to  sweeten  breath. 

A  3692 
Trlade,  sb.  balm,  panacea.     B  479,  C  314 
Trice,  V.  pull.    B  3715 
Trlobonr,  sb.  traitor.     R  6308 
Trllle,  V.  turn,  twist.     F  316 
Trype,  dt.  morsel.    D  17^7 
Tnai,  sb.  trust.    T3  403,  1  473 
Trilte,  sb.  tryst.    T2  1534 
Tlllted,  *.p.  trusted.     R  3929 
Trone,  so.  throne.     A  2529 
Trouble,  tidj.  troubled.     Cotttp.  to  his  Lady  128 
Trowandyae,   Tmaadiie,   sh.   vagrancy.     R 

395^  6^ 
Troiwvlable,  adj.  troublesome.     Bo.  1268 
Tnurandyilg,  sb.  vagrancv.     R  6721 
Trably,  adj.  troublous.     Bo.  1443 
Trnflet,  sb.  //.trifles.    I  715 

Tiye,  adj.  CDoice.     B  ac^^ 
Tnel,  sb.  pipe,  tube.     HF*  559 
Tulle,  V.  lure.    A  4x34 
Tuxmentrle,  d>.  torture.    R  4740 
Tweyfold,  adj.  folded  in  two.    G  566 
TwigllW./.  twitched,  pulled,  D  1563 ;  Twlghte, 

prtt.  T*  1185 
Twynne,  v.  sunder,  B  517 ;  pres.  subj,  depart, 

A  835 
Twlste,  sb.  branch.     E  2349 

Umble,  adj.  humble.     R  6155 
Unaraoed,  /./.  untom.    Bo.  1x56 
Unoonnlng,  adj.  stupid.    T^  xx^o 
Unoouthe,  dM^'.  strange,  rare.     HF3  189 
Unoovenaole,  adj.  unsuitable.    I  43X 
Undergrowe,  /./.  undergrown.    A  X56 
Undemneles,  sb.  pl.  morning  mteal-tiine.    D  875 

Undemome,  /./.  blamed,  1  401 ;  Undeniooai, 

prtt,  perceived,  G  243 
Underplglite,  >^/.  stuffed.    B789 
Undenpore,  v.  lever  up.    A  1465 
Undertake,  fms.  s.  assert.    A  289 
Undigne,  aJj.  unworthy.     E  3^9 
Undirflongetli,  prts.  s.  undertaxes.    R  5709 
Undo,  V.  unravel.     Bl.  898 
XJndren,  sb.  morning,  the  tiixM  between  9  a.m. 

and  noon.    B  44xa,  E  a6o 
Utoeiohuable,  adj.  ineviuble.     Bo.  X643 
Uneipyed,  /./.  undiscovered.    T^  1457 
Unfteitllon,  adj.  unfestive,  worn.     F  366 
Ungfltlf,  adj.  innocent.    T>  xox8 
Ungrobbed,  /./.  undigged.    Former  Agt  14 
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UnliMla,  it.  niifon 


DakorTBn,  /.j.  unpruncd.    FenurtAii  >t 
Unkiratli,  adj.  nm.     A  lun 
DalanUl,  «^  unhiirrfiil    Bs.  t}4.  R  4^^ 
QnnMM.  IWI''r.  quit  Ihy  lual.     1'^  yi 
IIuaUiB.    DnnaaM,   lufr,  banlly.      R  ian> 

Dnpwrnl.  a^.  uacqual.    Bo,  asj 

IlDplTtVD,  r.  URlold.  Bo.  sij 
ir&nMy,  m//;  raileu.  T>i3st 
Qotad,  s.^'.  iDconnuii.  E  uc 
UaHly,  a>^'.  uahappr. 


OBMt,  aJj.  uiuppninlid.    A  ijii 
UndttlnM.  a<h  uDbdHtini.    Tijo; 
OnnorM,  //i.  unlodmL    R  •£!« 
UBtbuk,  f^,  ingntiliiilc,  liiilc  ihanli 


T&UlUi,  VklBth. 

Vuia,  >f!  Hsili' 
TujtM,    ■  '■ 


VBTM«nr.  iJ 


L  i4*7,  A  TQM 
"——"-.  iJ.  landboUlet.     A  )6o 
old  WDIDUI.     R  ub£ 
o^nlabJe.     Rt«<>1 

TanjiB,  lA  pnuon.    A  1711 

VantWlllEl.  i^,  cuK^ng.     A  (717 
Tar,  >f,  (Biing.    Ti  117 
V«riUt,  J».  verdicu    A  7B7 
Tnger,  i&  oichud.     R  jiu,  )ii8 
V^«,  («Xn  guiird  (T).    A  3.85 
ToytrM,  j&  quick-uw.    A  ]7ra 
Tanu;]!,  ai^.  nd.    R  )<ij 
Tmuaa^  >A  while  vine    B  iiti 


TSmy.  Tsmta,  o^',  genuine,  in 

Tam^BMit.  oiA'.  titilv.    U  19113 

TMn,  I*,  glasa.     T*  M7 

■■— u  aJi.  dnlted.     R  «ii 


1.  'y;- 


^[.dr-^^ 


Tiuuia,  ^■.  - 
vitraayM,  ' 


Vollor,  lA. 


».  KM* 


WAg«t.  ii«.  l-liie  cluili,     A  xm 

WiykS.  j.(i.  iiiak.     A  SSj,  B  •671 
Wayraanlynge,  </-  lunn-maijoa.    < 
WliVMd,  /.Tf    -au-|h«[       A  iTi 
WUIb-DOU,  i.'i    -uliiui       llfllfA 

WalWB.  !■.  iv.illi,u.    Ti  69a 
Walwynge, /Hf. /wrr  nllniai 


;it',. 


Wuibopa,  tf.  ditiwR 

Wutrui"/rrd  l^ir 

War,  adj.  wai),  i*vt.     A  HO,  M    J 

Ward*.  i«.  gui-tibiuhip.    ifi^^ 

WkrtMOn,  i:t.  ).odniunL     Uh*    / 

wutotra,  imk  ciuiiMbiaJ !   jCVm 

Wardrtebt,  1^.  cuinlluihip,     r    ^^ 
WUdroba,  j/.  |>rivy.     B  iT&r 

~ Ftt , 


WuyoDglM.  1/ 
Wulen,  Wary>. 


AAcred,  F.iia,  Hi.  iiv, 
waHuhyac.  r».  haliu.    6  mm 
Warty,  orfr.  •irily.    IT4M 
Warn*,  r>.  npulK.    ^ATu  , 

WarnMtoor*,  1^  nmwn.     B  aJU  J 
Wait,  ik  »Me.    »  ificq  3 

WWMl-hlMd.i^.  ok*  offing  flow.   J 
WaWW,  J*.  //.  wiiiim     A  igjg 
WMlM,  >*.  wnvn.    A  361 
WOdd*.  li.  iai.  pltdgL     A  ■■■■ 

WadB,  >^.  dothine.    j^  •—<« 

W««ply,  adj.  leirf  I 

WMi4a,  f  i.  /Jl  b( 


W^nenl^C, » 

imttr.  M^— 

Wiflirf..., 

Wald^  P.  rak.     D  til 
WaUy,  »//.  powerful.    l»6i 


■aa'Aii 


GLOSSARY 


,  V.  wither.    %o.  1590 
.4^.  welkin.    Fortune  6a 

a,  /rr^.  s.  wells.     R  1561 
^t.  ruled.    B  ^900 

ly,  adj.  benevolent.    15*  1257 
'.  spot,  harm.    F  i3i 
lees,  €ulj.  spotless.    G  47 
>np/.  jwi^;.  thought.    T*  1650 
h.  doubt.    R  574 

sb.  turn,  passage.    T3  815,  T8  787 
,  Wepmo,  sb.  weapon.     A  1591,  itioi 
sb.  song.    T3  1033 

b.  doubt,  \.  268^  Bl.  1394;  danger,  R 

.  guard.     A  35C0 

S.  weir,  pool.     T«35,  PF  138 

r*.  turn  away,  reUise.     L  448,  T**  iii, 

69 

'sdv.  worse.     Bl.  6x5 

r^.  war.    A  1671 

V.  make  war  on.    ^i9C  xi6 

BKz'^_make  war  on,  persecate,  A  1484,  R 

WMTelOtll,  /rrx.  s,  battles  against,   I 

^erroid,  /./.  persecuted,  R  2078 

».  wart.     A  555 

pret.  washed 

7.  turn  westward.     L  61 

V.  know.     L  1474 

Bf ,  sb.  pi.  weathers.    A  3542 

.  wax.    G  1268 

et.  waxed,  increased,  A 1362 ;  WoxyngO, 

«r/.  A  2077 

Kier.  why.^    A  184 

I,  sb.  pi.  pimples.    A  612 

i)  where,  A  1351  ;  (a)  wnether,  A  iioi 

a,  sb.  whetstone.     T*  6ji 

/ron.  of  what  kind.     A  40,  2675 
wheel.    T^  839 
1,  r/.  wheel.    T*  139 
sb.  time.     A  3329 
lire,  the  cornel-tree.    A  293 


.r«:v. 


404 


'herd,  adv.  widely.     B  ^_^ 

I,  Wirdoa,  sb.  pi.  fates.     T3  617,  L  2580 

adj.  strong,   swift,   brave.     A  4086,  B 

sb.  weight,  A  2145,  T^  1385 ;  A  Uto 
,  a  little  while,  A  4283 
b.  week.     B  1461 
adj.  J^l.  evil.     B  1 18 
V.  will,  desire,  I   517;   Wllnod,  pret. 

Bl.  1 261 

wilt  thou 

2  sb.  willow.     A  2922 
1,  sb.  wimple.     .A  151 

0.  (I  ^4.     Sec  note 

1,  sb.  windlass.    F  184 
I,  V.  trim.  ^  R  X030 

IgO,  dE^'.  lively.    A  3363 

res.  s.  windetb,  turns.    L  85 

sb.  pi.  Fates.    L  2580 

V'.  certainly,  surely.    A  2786,  l^^  887 

.  faiihion.     A  3370 

\dv.  surely.     B  1061 

.  guide,  D  i4i5i  T^  622  ;  /////.  ABC  155 

pret.  washed.     R  96 

./.  known.     HF*  351 

npcr,  blame,  A  3140 ;  Wlie  at,  impute, 

yres.  pi.  know.     A  1794 

don,  ;'.  restrain,  B  1513  ;  WltUlOldeth, 


Prts.  retains,  Bo.  1345;  Withbolde,  retained, 

B  3300 

Withoaten,  pnp.  besides.    A  461 

Wittaieya,  prts.  subj.  contradict,  abjure,  G  447  ; 

Witliie^n,  A  1x40 

Wityng, .  ^.  knowledjre.    A  161 1 

Wiyer*,  sb,  viper.    T»  xoio 

Wlatiom,  adj.  loathsome.    B  4343 

Wodewaloa,  sb.  pi.  orioles.     R  658 

Wol, /rr*.  *.  will.     A  723 

Wolde,  pret.  would.    A  954 

Wolle,  sb.  wool.    C  910 

WoltOW,  wilt  thou.    A  1544 

Wombe,  sb.  belly.    I  769 

Won,  sb.  hope.    T-*  xi8i 

Wonds,  V.  turn  aside,  change.    L  1187 

WoodO,  pret.  dwelt.     L  33^3 

Wonder,  adj.  wondrous.     B  1045 

Wondermost,  adj.  sup.  most  wonderful.     HF* 


W^6 


^bne,  sb.  custom,  wont.    A  335,  B  1694 
Wone,  sb.  plenty.     R  1673 
Woned,  /./.  accustomed.     Bl.  150 

Wonger,  sb.  pillow.    B  3103 

Wonynse,  sb.  living,  dwelling.    A  388,  606 

Wonned,  >rr/.  dwelt.     B  4406 

Wood,  aaj.  mad.     A  X84 

Wood,  sb.  blue  dye.     Former  Age  17 

Woodeth,  pres.  s.  is  distraught,  rages.    G  467, 

Bo.  1338 
Woodly,  adv.  madly.     A  1301 
Woodneese.  sb.  madness.    C  496 
Wood,  sb.  place,  dwelling.     B  1991.  HF3  76 
Woot,  pres.  s.  know,  A  X813 ;  pret.  knew,  .\  1525 


^3r/t*-'«-  ■'''*^ 


3403. 


for  Ofd,  beginning.    T*  702 
Wortef,  sb.  pi.  vegetables.     B  44x1 
Worthen,  v.  fare :  Lete  him  worthen,  let  him 

alone,  T^  120 ;  Worth,  imperat.  Bo.  310 
Worthy,  aaj.  brave.     B  2107 
WOft,  knowest 
Wowe,  V.  woo.     T5  79X 
Wowke,  sb.  week.    A  15^ 
Wraw,  atfj.  indignant.     H  46 
WrawitQ,  adj.  ucTxcTiK.     I  677 
Wre,  Wren,  wrene,  v.  cover.    L  735,  R  6359, 

Ta539,  R56 
Wreohe,  sb.  vengeance,  punishment.     B 

1^784 

Wred^he, /./.  covered,  L  1201  '.pret.  T3  1056 
Wreye,  sub.  pres.  betray.     A  3507 
Wr^lng,  sb.  betrayal.     R  5220 
Wrokere,  sb.  avenger.     Bo.  1385 

WrenOhe,  sb.  iieccit,  R  4292 ;  wrenohes,  //.  G 
X081 

Wreththe,  sb.  wrath.     P  no 

Wr3re,  PJ.  hidden.    1*3  620 

Wrye,  wrsren,  v.  turn,  twist,  T»  906,  H  262,  Bl. 

636 ;  Wl^ed,  /./.  twisted,  A  3383 
Wryne,  v.  cover.     R  668q,  6819 
Wryth, /r«.  *.  winds,    l'^  1231 
Wnthen,  v.  turn.    Bo.  1676 
Wroken,  /./.  avenged.    Tl  88 
Wroteth,  pres.  digs  with  the  snout.     I  157 

T-,  prefix  to  ^ast  participles ;  a  few  instances 

are  given  below 
Taf.  pret,  gave.    A  227 
Talte,/^/.  yielded  ;  Taltehim,  betook  himself, 

R4904 
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Tm.  mdj.  ready.    L  aajo 
T-bei, /./.  beaten.    D  1385 
T-l)6ta,  stamped,  Uluminated.    A  979 
7-blont,  /./.  blended.    A  3808 
7-bloynt,  /./.   blenched,   started    aside. 

3753 
T- brent,  /^.  burnt.    A  046 
T-olenondd, /./.  clamped.    A  1991 
7-oorT8,_/./.  cut.    A  aozr 
^.  broken* 

in  vain 


T-OTMOd,  /./.  broken.  Bl 
7d0l,a<^'.  tdie:  Inydel,i 
TdolMtre,  sd.  idolater.    I 
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To,  adv.  jrea,  ves.    B  1841 

Teodhyngo,  w.  itching.    R  3450 

Tod,  /./.  eyed.    T^  X459 

TeddyngOi,  96,  pt.  proverbial  sayings.    A  357 

Todo,  preU  went,  G  1141 ;  TodOA,  >/.  T*  936 

Telpo,  V,  boast.    A  9338 

Totw,  adj.  3relIow.    Bl.  856 

Toide,  sh.  rod,  stick.    T^  154,  A  149,  T^  1497,  A 

1387 
Temo,  adv.  readily,  eagerly,  quickly.    C  3981 

D  993,  PF  31,  T»  376 
Temo,  adj.  brisk.    A  3357 
Teton.  V.  get.    Bo.  353 
Texeth,  prts.  s.  hiccups.    A  4151 
T-feere,  adv.  together.    B  304 
T-frounood,  /./.  wrinkled.    K  155 
7'SOf  /•/'  gone.    A  386 
T-^jraTO,  /./.  dug.    L  304 
T-node,  /./.  hid.    Bl.  175 
T-Iiont,  /./.  seixed.     C  868 
T-herd,  /.>.  haired.     A  3737 
Tli,  conj.  if.    T'  X003 
T-korvon,  /./.  cut.    B  1801 
T-lad,  /./.  lead,  carted.    A  530 


T-lik,  adv.  alike.     A  393 

Tnuiget,  s6.  pi.  astrological  figures 

T-moynd,  p.p.  mingled.    A  3x70 

"YmA^prep.  among.     A  417a 

Ttaiped,  /./.  erafted.     R  5137 

Tmpos,  a.  pT.  grafts,  shoots,  sapBng&    R  i 

B3146 
Tininie,  sh,  hymn.    L  422 
Tnde,  ».  indigo.     R  67 
TUly,  adv.  inwardly.    BL  376 
T-nome,  p.p  taken.    T^  S43,  L  S343 
Toldon,  /./.  yielded.    A  3053,  Bo.  211 
TOllOdia,  prtt,  pt.  yellecL     B  4579 
Tonlyng,  sh.  ydling. 


Tow,  you.    B  ^610 


A  Z378 


T-piind././.  picked  out. 
T-ldltod././.  pleated.     ~ 


G94X 
Bo.  61 


T-pnrfiled,  /./.  tnmmed.    A  193 
T-rek», /./.  «pread  about.    A  3883 
Tt,  r6.  ice.    HPS  40 
T-fhete,/^shut.     B560 
T-lhora,  p.p.  shorn,  shaven.    T*  096 
T'lDraynd,  p.p.  sprinkled.    A  3109 
T-lUllML  p.p  throned.     HF*  374 
T-atlkked././.  subbed.     F  X476 
T-itrawed,  /./.  strewed.    BL  638 
Tvelo,  adv.  til.    B  X897 
Tvy  loef;  j^. ;  PIpen  In  IB  yvy  iMf, '  go  vitt! 
_^ A  1838 

TfOtre,  si.  ivory.  ^  Bl.  945 
T-Wll,  adv.  certainly.     A  3277 
T-Worth,  ^/.  become.    Bl.  578 
T-WTlen,  x-wrye,  p.p.  veiled, 

T-wntnen,  /./.  wrapped.     R  160 


hid.    Bi.63 


THE   END 
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